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A  Growing Menace

le t  People Vote on Whether 
Nuclear Tests Shall Go On’
Danger of Radioactivity 
Held Great in Minnesota

By Tom Leonard
M IN N E A P O L IS , Ju n e  6—The 

M idwest is one of the  m o s t ,rad io ­
active a re a s  in  the  w orld  as r e ­
g a rd s  the  presence of s tron tium - 
90, a  cancer-producing  chemical 
which is p a r t  of the  fa l l -o u t  fol­
lowing nuc lear-w eapon  te s t s  in 
th e  U.S.A.

This f a c t  w as  cited by a U n i­
v e rs i ty  of M inneso ta  scientist,  
Dr. W illiam 0 .  C aste r ,  in an  a r ­
ticle in th e  local p ress ,  M ay 17, 
in which he a le r te d  the  people of 
the  s t a te  to  th is  menace.

C as te r  is an  a s s is ta n t  p ro fe s ­
sor of physio logy and  is c u r re n t ­
ly s tudy ing  the  biological e ffects

SWP Convention Discusses 
Socialist Regroupment Tasks

By Murry Weiss
N E W  YORK, Ju n e  9— The 17th 

N a tio n a l  Convention  of the  So­
cia lis t  W orkers  IParty  concluded 
h e re  today a f te r  a  th ree-day  
m eeting  which focused i t s  main 
a t te n t io n  on tile reg ro u p m en t 
s i tu a t io n  in the  rad ica l  move­
m ent.

T he convention vigorously  de­
ba ted  and discussed a full agenda 
of p roblem s: the in te rna t iona l
s i tua t ion  (w ith p a r t ic u la r  a t t e n ­
tion  of the  Soviet o rb i t) ;  th e  re- 
g ro u p m e n t question; the  s trugg le  
f o r  N egro  equality ; p rospects  of 
a  united socialist youth  o rgan i­
za t ion  in the U.S.; the  socialist 
p re s s  and publications, p a r ty  o r ­
gan iza tion  and  f inances; a n d  the 
s i tu a t io n  in the  w orld  socialist 
m ovem ent. In  addition, the  dele­
g a te s  devoted th e ir  evenings to 
the  w ork  of com m issions and  
panels  on the trade  unions, civil 
liberties , youth, and socialist li t­
e ra tu re .

CON D ITIO N S IN U.S.
¡Farrell Dobbs, N ationa l Sec ­

re ta ry  of the  SW P, gave the 
m a in  Political R eport to the  con­
vention , devoted p r im a r i ly  to the 
reg ro u p m en t process. In the 
course of his r e p o r t  and  sum m ary  
Dobbs placed the s t ru g g le  fo r  a  
re g ro u p m en t of revo lu tionary  so­
c ia lis t fo rces  in the  con tex t of

world and  U.S. objective condi­
tions.

“The fe rm e n t  in  radical c ir ­
cles,” he said, “has  been prec ip i­
ta te d  by the  world crisis  of S t a ­
linism which has  p roduced re p e r ­
cussions ifS A m erican  po litics 
th rough  the  c r is is  w ith in  th e  CP.”

Describ ing  the  ex ten t  of the  
fe rm en t  in the  ran k s  of the  CP 
and all rad ica l  circles, Dobbs 
said, “The shake-up  does not in 
any  sense  ref lec t the  p ressu res  
On the  radical m ovem ent gen ­
e ra ted  by a  c lass  s t ru g g le  a tm o s ­
phere  in the  unions. Conservatism  
st i l l  p redom ina tes  vrithin o r ­
ganized labor ,and th e  whole r a d ­
ical 'movement ¡remains generally  
isolated f ro m  the  m ass  o rg an iza ­
tions.”

Dobbs carefu lly  cited the 
sym ptom s of g row ing  res tiveness  
and  d isconten t of the A m erican  
w orking class:

“A pprehension  over creeping 
unem ploym ent, underlined by the 
g row ing  su p p o r t  to  the  30-40 de­
m and; res is tance  to the  man-kill­
ing  speedup, lead ing  quite often 
to w ildcat s t r ik e s ;  d issa tisfac tion  
w ith  the  g en e ra l  bu reaucra tic  
policies as  revealed  th rough  the 
opposition to  the  dues increases, 
the  runn ing  of rank-and-fi le  
s la te s  a g a in s t  m achine  candi­
da tes  and  th e  overflow a t te n d ­
ance a t  the  UAW caucus meet-

ing ; these  a re  all sym ptom s of a 
trend .

NEGRO STRU G G L E ’S IM PA C T

“These su 'b-currents of mili­
tancy a re  fu r th e r  fed  by the  con ­
trad ic t ions  of th e  open-shop 
South  which underm ines jo'b se­
cu ri ty  and  ea rn in g  pow er of the  
w orke rs  outside the  South. R un ­
aw ay shops a re  w eaken ing  the 
union founda tions  from  whicn la ­
bor m u s t  move politically  to ue- 
fend i t s  in te res ts .  F e rm e n t  is in­
c reased  by the  im pac t of th e  Ne­
g ro  s t ru g g le  on the  working- 
class and by the  tendency of the 
civil r ig h ts  m ovem ent to upse t  
the  na t io n a l  political equilibrium. 
All these m a n ifes ta t ions  indicate  
a  g row ing  poli tical po ten tia l fo r  
the  fo rm ation  of a  le f t  w ing in 
the  m ass  m ovem ent.”

In  assessing  these  - develop­
m ents, the  r e p o r te r  |said: “ Rut 
t h e s e  p rospects, g ra t i fy in g  
though  they are ,  m u s t  inot be 
o v e res tim a ted ; they  do no t yet 
s ignify  th e  beg inn ing  of a m a ss  
labor upsu rge .” T he policies of 
the  labor bureaucracy, “ sym bol­
ized by the  labor-dem ocratic  coa­
lition still p revail g en e ra l ly ,” he 
added.

Dobbs analyzed  the re g ro u p ­
m en t process as  an  in teg ra l  p a r t  
of the  s t ru g g le  to imbue the la-

(Continued from  page  2)

of rad ia tion  u nder  A tom ie-En- 
ergy-Com m ission (A E C ) and  
Puiblic-Health-service g ran ts .

“A bou t 1955,”  said C aster, “ac ­
cording to my calculations f ro m  
AEC  f igures ,  th is  a re a  reached  
ab ou t .10 p e rc e n t  of th e  m a x i ­
m um  s a f e  s tron tium -90  concen­
tra t io n .  In  th e  n ex t 10 o r  15 
years  we will reach the  m axim um  
value com patib le  w ith  public 
hea l th  and  w elfare , even w ithou t 
fu r th e r  bomb te s ting .”

He w e n t  on to  say  th a t  “A f te r  
the  N evada  bomb te s ts ,  th e  wind 
blows f ro m  w est to  east , and  the 
M idw est is the  f i r s t  a re a  of re a ­
sonable r a in fa l l  you hit. The 
s t ron tium  is w ashed  ou t of the 
atm osphere , g e ts  in our soil and 
then g e ts  in all fo o d s tu ffs  and 
w a te r .”

A F F E C T S  C H ILD R EN  W ORST 

S tro n tiu m  is abso rbed  into the 
bone w hen consumed, and  accord­
ing to  C aste r ,  can  produce  can ­
cer in “ab ou t 30 y e a rs .” H e said 
th a t  the  m enace  is no t “im m e­
d ia te ” fo r  th e  ave rage  member 
of the  po p u la tio n  bu t w arned: 
“ Growing children, however, a b ­
sorb  s tron tiun i-90  in to  the ir  
bones fo u r  o r  five t im es fa s te r  
th a n  adu lts .”

¡Several days  la te r ,  du ring  a 
p ress  in terv iew , he aga in  w arned  
the public of th is  a a n g e r  to chil­
d ren . H e in t im a ted  th a t  one of 
the reasons f o r  rep o r t in g  his 
views w as t h a t  he w an ted  “ to 
g ive them  a  u g h i .n g  cnance.”

So f a r  th e  only organized r e ­
sponse to  C as te r 's  w arn ing  has 
come from  a  group  of M innesota  
U nivers ity  s tuden ts .  T hey  ran  off 
a  crude pe t i t io n  on a  "d i t to ” m a ­
chine w ith the  object ol g a th e r ­
ing 10,000 s ig n a tu re s .  Adoressed 
to  P res iden t E isenhow er and  Sen­
a to rs  H um phrey  and  Thye, both 
of M innesota , the  petition  reads 
as  follows:

“ G entlemen:

In  the l ig h t  of recen t disclo­
su res  m ade by a  U n ivers ity  of 
M inneso ta  sc ien tis t  t h a t  the  Mid­
w es t  is the  g lobe 's  top radioactive 
fa l lo u t  a rea ,  we u rge  you, in  the  
in te re s ts  of our persona l sa fe ty  
an d  th a t  of the  g en e ra t io n s  to 
come, to take  every  m easu re  in 
your- pow er to b r in g  ab o u t  the

people all over the  U n ited  
S ta te s ;  u lt im a te ly  these  and  any 
such te s ts  en d an g er  the  lives of 
m ankind everywhere.

“In  the  in te res ts ,  the re fo re ,  of 
hum an ity— in te re s ts  w hich t r a n ­
scend  those of s t a te  and  nation  
— we pe t i t ion  t h a t  you end 
the rm o-nuc lear  rac ia l suicide.”

Report US Fallout 
Of Strontium 90 
Highest in World

T he U nited  S ta te s  has  a 
h ighe r  known cum ulative  fa llou t 
o f  S tron tium  90 th a n  any o the r  
country  in  th e  world, according 
to  an  A tomic E n e rg y  Com m is­
sion re p o r t  subm itted  to  Rep. 
Holifield (D-CaSif.), cha irm an  of 
the  Jo in t  A tomic subcom m ittee  
and repor ted  by R obert Allen 
in  h is  synd ica ted  column, 
Ju n e  10.

A d irec t  p roduc t of nuclear 
te s ts ,  S tron tium  90, is absorbed 
by hum ans in th e ir  milk, w a te r  
and  food. Like calcium, i t  fc rm s  
deposits  in the  bone s truc tu re .  
In  su ff ic ien t quan ti t ie s  i t  leads 
to fa ta l  cancer of the  bone.

T H R E E  C IT IE S

W ith  i t s  accum ulation  m e asu r ­
ed in te rm s  of millicuries, the 
genera l  U.S. ave rage  fa l lo u t  of 
th is  deadly e lem en t is es t im a ted  
a t  14.2 millicuries. T h ree  cities 
in the  Rocky M ountain  a rea  
have  the fe a r fu l  dis tinction  of 
cum ula tive  fa l lo u t  f a r  h ighe r  
th a n  the  average . A lbuquerque, 
N. M., leads w ith  34.9 mil­
licuries. S a l t  L ake City, U tah  
has  34.6, and  G rand Junction , 
Colo., has  27.7 millicuries. The 
heavy dosage in these  th ree  
a rea s  is a t t r ib u ted ,  f i r s t ,  to the ir  
p rox im ity  to the N evada nuclear 
testing- site and, second, to th e ir  
location in  re la tion  to the  hydro ­
gen  te s t in g  site  a t  E n iw etok  in 
the  Pacific.

In  one b rea th  the  compilers 
of the  re p o r t  in s is t t h a t  these 
f ig u re s  ind ica te  no peril fo r 
these p a r t icu la r  a re a s  or the 
country  as  a  whole. B u t  in the  

im m edia te  and  p e rm a n e n t  end oil nex t b rea th  they concede th a t  
the rm o-nuc lear  te s ting . T he te s ts  no scientific  conclusion has been 
in N evada  en d an g er  our health , reached on ju s t  What is  the  
th a t  of our children , and  th a t  of | dangerous  S tron tium  level.

(si

Reuther to Punish for Using Legal Right
D ETR O IT— In a ten -page  ad ­

m in is tra t iv e  le t te r  sen t Ju n e  5 

to  all United Auto W orkers’ lo­

cal unions, W alte r  R eu ther ,  UAW 
In te rn a t io n a l  P res iden t, outlined 

ac t ions  to  be taken  a g a in s t  any 

official of the  union who utilizes 
the  p rotection  g u a ran teed  by the 
U.S. C onsti tu tion  in defending 

h im self  and  the  union a g a in s t  

th e  an ti- labor inves tiga tions  now 

being conducted by S ena te  com­

m ittees  in W ashington .

R e u th e r ’s adm in is tra tive  order 

p rov ides: (1) the t r ia l  procedure 

of the UAW constitu tion  shall 

n o t  apply  in such cases; (2) in ­
stead , a h ea rin g  shall be con­
ducted  by the local union execu-

Scc Editorial 

On Reuther Decree 
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t ive  com m ittee ; (3) if the  offi­
cer b ro u g h t  before the  executive 
com m ittee  canno t p rove his in ­
nocence, he shall be removed from  
office; (4) ac t ion  of the local 
executive board is  sub jec t to  a 
vo te  of the m em bersh ip  of the 
local; (5) any  action  by the lo­
ca l union is “ sub jec t to  review  
¡by th e  In te rn a t io n a l  Executive

B oard  and  the  Public Review 
Board, a n d /o r  the Convention in 
o rder to in su re  compliance w ith 
the  le t te r  and the sp i r i t  of the  
U'AW C onsti tu tion  and  the  A FL - 
CIO E th ica l  P rac t ices  Codes.”

R e u th e r ’s adm in is tra tive  order, 
pun ish ing  fo r  use of the F if th  
A m endm ent, cam e th ree  days a f t ­
e r  a  U jS. Suprem e C ourt  decision 
which held t h a t  use of the  F if th  
A m endm ent did n o t  imply g u il t  
in  any  way.

E A S T L A N D  H E A R IN G S
'R euther’s o rder  is the d irect 

and  im m edia te  re su l t  of a  series 
of provocative “C om m unist h e a r ­
in g s” conducted over the  p a s t  
severa l weeks in  W ash ing ton  by 
the  S ena te  In te rn a l  Security  
C om m ittee  headed by E as t land  
from  Mississippi. On May 14 the 
E as t lan d  ■ com m ittee  called be­
fo re  i t  P au l Boatin, W al te r  Dor- 
osh, and  John  Orr. All a re  of­
ficials of UAW Ford  Local 60U. 
John  O rr, is v ice-presiden t of 
the local. Also b ro u g n t  before  the 
com m ittee  w as  J im m y  W atts ,  
ed ito r of the  local’s paper ,  Ford  
F ac ts .

B oatin  was a sym pathe tic  w it ­
ness  fo r  the E a s t la n d  Comm ittee. 
He confessed p a s t  m em bership  
in the C om m unist p a r ty  and 
listed the nam es of o th e rs  who 
w ere  in the p a r ty  w ith him. 
W alte r  Dorosh re fu sed  to co 
opera te  w ith  the  com m ittee  in 
any  w ay , re fu s in g  to  an sw er

questions under p ro tec tion  a f ­
fo rded  by the  F i f th  A m endm ent. 
W atts  and  O rr  likewise refused  
to  coopera te  w ith  the  committee , 
bu t did no t utilize tne  p ro tec tion  
of the  F i f th  A m endm ent.  These 
non-cooperative w itnesses  had 
the  aid and  ass is tance  of Carl 
S te iia to , Local 600 p res iden t,  a t  
the  hearings .

A n o th e r  g ro u p  of UAW m em ­
bers w ere ordered  to  ap p ea r  be­
fo re  th e  S e n a te  In te rn a l  Security  
C om m ittee  on M ay  23. They w ere 
E d ith  Van H orn, f r o m  UAW 
Dodge Local 3, Alax Trach tenberg , 
from  UAW DeSoto Local 227, and 
H y m an  F irem an  from  UAW  lo­
cal .160. Miss Van H orn  and  
T rach tenberg  a re  elected m em ­
bers  *>f the  .union com m ittee  in 
th e i r  p la n ts .  All invoked the 
F i l th  A m endm ent r a th e r  than  
te s t i ly  fo r  E a s t la n d ’s benefit. A 
fo u r th ,  unidentified, ¡UAW, m em ­
ber appea red  before  the  com m it­
tee  a t  these  h ea r in g s  a s  a co ­
opera t ive  w itness.

M O RE S U B P E N A E D

On M ay 28 the  E a s t la n d  com­
m it te e  again  tu rn e d  its  a t ten t io n  
to UAW F ord  Local 600.. T hree  
m ore m em bers  from  th a t  local 
w ere  subpenaed  to appear .  They 
w ere JMack Cinzori, J a m e s  M. 
Sim m ons, and  H a r ry  N. Philo. 
All a re  m inor offic ia ls  of the  lo­
cal, and  all re fu sed  to  cooperate, 
c laim ing pro tec tion  under  the 
F i f th  A m endm ent.

E as t lan d  is  pow erless  to cite 
the se  UAW m em bers  fo r  con­
te m p t of Congress and m u s t  sub­
m it  any  evidence of w rong  doing 
a g a in s t  them  in  open couit,  
w here  they  have  an  opportun ity  
to confron t the ir  accusers.

R E U T H E R  T A K E S  OVER 
R eu th e r  now assum es the  p e r ­

secution of these UAW m em bers  
w here E ast land  is (forced to  leave 
off. T h e  f i r s t  re su lt  of R eu th e r’s 
adm in is tra t iv e  , ru l ing  w as  the 
public announcem ent, Ju n e  7, by 
the  UAW  pres id en t  of DeSoto 
Local 227 th a t  ¡Max T rach ten b e rg  
had ¡been ¡removed a s  union s te w ­
a rd  in  th e  tr im  division of the 
DeSoto p lan t.  T h is  nction  was 
taken  w ithout ¡benefit even of the

REUTHER

procedure  prescribed by the  r e ­
cen t R eu th e r  edict.

'Before R eu th e r  issued his ad­
m in is tra t iv e  order, Carl S te lla to  
had  denounced P au l B oatin  —  a 
recen t  co n v e r t  to  K eutiier  in 
Local 600 —  fo r  a i d i n g  the 
an ti-union e f fo r ts  of th e  E a s t ­
land  Com m ittee. In  a  signed 
euitovial in f o r d  P ac ts ,  S te iia to  
also defended the  dem ocratic  
r ig h ts  g u a ra n te e d  by the f i r s t  
ten am endm ents  of tne  U.S. Con­
s t i tu tion . This s ta te m e n t  by S te l ­
la to  w as subsequently  read  into 
the record of tne  E as t lan d  Com­
m ittee  h ea r in g s  by  com m ittee  
counsel Kofierc M orris . M orris  
com m ented  fo r  the record, “This 
is an ex tra o rd in a ry  position  fo r  
M r. S te iia to  to ta x e .”

ST E L L A T O ’S PR O C E D U R E
Since rece ip t of R e u th e r ’s 

ia te s t  order in the  m a t te r  s te i-  
'a to  has  announced th a t  ail m em ­
bers or UAW h o ld  Local out) wno 
so u g h t  p ro tec tion  unucr the  P'lltli 
A m en d m en t will be  b ro u g n t  oe- 
lo r e  tne  local executive board  l o r  
a  n ea r in g  in accordance w itn  tne 
n v e -p o im  proceuure  laid down by 
K euiner. s i e n a io  aoued in  m s  
annoiuicem ent of compliance, 
however, t h a t  tne  dem ocratic  
prac tice  of assum ing  a  m an  is in ­
nocent until p ro v en  gu il ty  will 
govern  all h ea r in g s  of UAW Lo­
cal 6(10 executive board. This is 
exactly  co n tra ry  to  w h a t  R eu the r  

has  dem anded.

th e  new ly organized Am erican 
F o ru m  fo r  Socialist Education. 
D edicated  to  f r e e  and u n ­
tram m eled  discussion of all so ­
cia lis t  viewpoints, the  American 
'Forum h as  draw n heavy  f ire  
fro m  th e  w itch -hun te rs  fo r  its 
insistence on the  r ig h t  of Com­
m u n is t  P a r ty  members, as  well 
as  m em bers of all o th e r  radical 
tendencies, to part ic ipa te .

Coinciding w i t h  to n ig h t’s 
meeting  w as  an  announcem ent 
from  th e  Ju s t ice  D epartm en t 
th a t  i t  “ is very  much in teres ted  
in the  possible C om m unist con­
t ro l”  of th e  o rgan iza tion . This 
cam e as  a reply to  the  “su g ­
gestion” of Sena to r  B u tle r  (K- 
Md.) t h a t  th e  Ju s t ice  D ep ar t ­
m en t in i t ia te  action to  determ ine 
if the  A m erican  Forum  falls  
under th e  scope of the  Comm un­
is t  C ontro l Act.

NO R E T R E A T

V igorous app lause  g ree ted  A. 
J .  M uste, cha irm an  o f  the  A m er ­
ican F orum , as he opened to ­
n ig h t ’s m ee ting  by  re i te ra t in g  
t h a t  the  o rgan iza tion  would not 
r e t r e a t  before  the  “undem ocratic  
and  evil” a t ta c k  of the  w itch- 
hun te rs .  M uste also announced 
th a t  the  A m erican  Civil L iberties 
Union had in form ed him th a t  if 
he is hailed before  a  Congres­
sional com m ittee , the  ACLU 
“will reg a rd  i t  as  a  du ty  and  an 
honor to  provide fo r  my 
defense .”

The m eeting  heard  addresses 
on the  purpose  of the  A merican 
F o rum  by th re e  of its  na tional 
com m ittee  m em bers  and  then  
w en t  on to  questions f ro m  the  
floo r addressed  to o th e r  New 
Y ork  m em bers  of th e  na t ional 
Committee p re sen t  on the  p la t ­
fo rm .

The noted edfucator, Dr. 
S tr ingfe llow  B arr ,  told the  
m eeting  th a t  a l though  he w as. a 
non-socialist, h e  w anted  to  help 
build th e  A m erican  F o rum  be­
cause “I  am sick of the  political 
ap a thy  in a  country  t h a t  m akes 
i t  dangerous  to  even a sk  ques­
tions, no less  sea rch  fo r  
answ ers .”

Doro thy  Day, ed i to r  of the  
Catholic W orker  s ta te d  t h a t  the 
m em bers  of the  A m erican  
F orum , a re  by and la rg e  agreed  
on the  kind of a  society we 
need. “O ur problem ,” she con­
t inued, “ Is  how to  achieve th a t  
society. T hese a r e  the  g r e a t  
matters for our discussion.”

In a slashing attack on the

rac is ts  and theij- B ig-Business 
sponsors, c iv il-rights a t to rn ey  
Conrad Lynn hailed fo rm ation  of 
the  A m erican  Fo rum  a s  “ a 
w a rn in g  to th e  pow ers t h a t  he 
t h a t  th e y  a re  going to have a 
more d ifficu lt tim e of it .”

A le t te r  to  the  m eeting  from  
N orm an Thom as s ta ted  his op­
position to the  E as t lan d  a t tack  
cn the  A m erican F o ru m  and  se t  
fo r th  his own opposition to  the 
fo rum  body. “T h is  is no tim e,” 
T hom as argued, “ to include even 
a few  C omm unists. . . .  To p u t  
C om m unists  oh y ou r board  con­
fuses  public th ink ing .”

G R E E T IN G  FROM B RITA IN
F rom  the  B rit ish  Socialist 

Fo rum  m ovem ent cam e a  w a rm  
le t te r  of g ree t in g s  w h i c h  
declared, “ Now m ore th a n  ever

(Continued on page 3)

Wohlforth Reports 
On Youth Interest 
In Forum Project

Speak ing  as the  f i r s t  youth  
rep resen ta t ive  on the  N a ­
tional Com m ittee  of th e  
American F orum , Tim W chl- 
fort.li said to n ig h t:  “T h rough ­
out the country  I-found  a real 
in te re s t  in the  reg ro u p m en t 
discussion. T he radical youth  
feel t h a t  a lo t has  changed 
and they  w a n t  to  know hew 
they can g e t  to g e th e r  in a 
m ilitant socialist youth  move­
ment. And new elem ents a re  
being a t t ra c ted  by the  new 
sign of life in the radical 
movement. T hese  discussion 
m eetings provide a wonderful 
opportun ity  f c r  these newly- 
in teres ted  people to consider 
the  d if fe r ing  views as  they 
a re  presen ted  on one p la t ­
form.

“ 1 a t tended  a very success­
ful m ee ting  of the  Inde ­
pendent Socialist Fo rum  in 
Berkley w here  all tendencies 
were rep resen ted  and m ost of 
the se  a t  the  m eeting  w ere 
young  people. I also found a 
trem endous in te re s t  in the 
A merican F  o r  u m  itself, 
especially am ong Socia lis t 
P a r ty  youth. A m erican  Youth 
are beginning to  move tow ard  
the radical m ovem ent and 
the reg ro u p m en t discussion is 
really aiding this process.”

Socialist Workers 
Nominee Calls for 
Nationwide Ballot

J U N E  13 —  Joyce  Cowley, 
Socialis t W orkers  P a r t y  candi­

da te  fo r  m ay o r  of N ew  Y ork, 

today  dem anded t h a t  the  A m er ­

ican people be given th e  r i g h t  

to  decide by  re fe rendum  vote 

w he the r  nuc lear  te s ts  a re  to  be 

continued or stopped. T he t e x t  

of Joyce  Cowley’s • s ta te m e n t  
follows:

“I call for a national 
referendum in whicih the 
people of America will 
decide whether the U.S. 
government shall continue 
or stop nuclear - weapon 
tests.

“These tests endanger 
the lives and health of 
future generations as well 
as our own, and all of us 
in the country tpday should 
lhave a voice in deciding the 
question.

“Irresponsible politicians 
who still attempt, in the 
face of ominous evidence 
and mounting public pro­
test to minimize the danger 
of the tests, should not 
have the power to gamble 
with the world’s future.

“Two thousand leading 
U.S. scientists, who signed 
a petition demanding an 
immediate end of the tests, 
have declared that ‘each 
additional amount of radia­
tion causes damage to the 
health of human beings all 
over the world.’

“They warned t h a t  
children for twenty genera­
tions to come will be born 
physically and mentally 
defective. This is the opin­
ion of scientists with a 
close working knowledge of 
the effects of radiation.

“The politicians in Wash<- 
ington, in a shameful effort 
to defend the tests, have 
questioned the competence 
and attacked the integrity 
of these world -< famous 
scientists. Secretary of De­
fense Wilson dismissed 
their warnings with a joke 
about the greater danger 
of smoking cigarettes. The 
safety of all of us, and the 
future of humanity itself 
can be jeopardized by the 
arbitrary decision of such 
men.

“The Soviet Union has 
already expressed willing­
ness to come to an agree­
ment with the U n i t e d  
States to end nuclear tests.

“In a recent Gallup poll 
63% of the American peo­
ple questioned said they 
thought this country and 
the USSR should come to 
such an agreement.

“This is an indication of 
how the American people 
feel about the matter, and 
I am confident that in a 
national referendum they 
will vote against all ‘cal­
culated risks’ (as the Wash­
ington politicians and brass 
hats themselves call the  
tests) which lead to catas­
trophe.

“I will make the demo­
cratic rigtht of the Ameri­
can people to decide the 
question of further nuclear- 
weapon tests a main issue 
in my campaign.”

JOYCE COWLEY, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate for Mayor of New York.

American Forum Draws
500 at First N.Y. Meet

NEW  YORK, June 12 —  Despite sweltering heat, 
over 500 New Yorkers gave their answer to Sen. Eastland 
tonight by turning out for the f irs t  public meeting of
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Is Gates Handing 

The CP to Foster?
By Harry Ring

The New York State Communist P a r ty  — until re ­
cently the m ajor stronghold of the Gates wing of the  CP 
leadership —  is now being handed on a silver p la tter  to 
th e  g roup  led iby William ,Z. F os-®  
te r .  T h is  new ga in  will ¡be used 
by  F o s te r  and h is  associates to 
f u r th e r  th e i r  a im  of re-S talin iz-  
in g  the  p a r ty .

F o s t e r ’s n ew es t v ic to ry  came 
w hen' on June  7, the  N.Y. S ta te  
C om m ittee  announced  the election 
of B en jam in  Davis as s ta te  cha ir ­
m an , George Blake C harnev  as  
s t a t e  s e c re ta ry  and  W illiam 
W einstone  as  educational direc­
to r .  Davis is  F o s te r ’s chief lieu­
ten an t,  C harnev  is  a  G ates sup ­
p o r t e r  and  W einstone  is a  Dennis 
m an.

IThis “equal” th ree-w ay  sp l i t  of 
k ey  posts, f o r  all prac tica l p u r ­
poses , leaves the  'Gates fo rces 
h a m s tru n g .  Y e t  th e  decision 
flow s from  the  ins is tence  of the  
•Gatesites a t  the  re cen t  s ta te  con ­
ven tion , w here  they  had  a  m a ­
jo r i ty ,  t h a t  all th ree  tendencies 
¡be equally  re p re sen ted  on the 
new ly-elected  s ta te  com m ittee .
T he  s t r a te g y  w as  m otiva ted  Iby 
th e  t r u ly  u top ian  conception th a t  
such organ iza tiona l concessions 
to  F o s te r  would b r in g  “ u n ity ” to  
th e  fac t lona l ly - to rn  p a rty .

F O S T E R IT E S  T A K E  OVER

T h a t  such s t r a te g y  can  only 
se rve  to  hand control to the  F os ­
te r i te s  w as  dem onstra ted  a t  the  
re c e n t  K ings County convention 
in  New York. T here ,  a f t e r  a 
hass le  on the  issue of personnel 
f o r  the  new jo in t  leadership , the 
local F o s te r  people simply elected 
th e i r  own coun ty  leadership. This 
Ibrush'ing aside of the  agreed- 
upon th ree -w ay  leadersh ip  divi­
s ion  w as  l a te r  p ro tes ted  to  the 
s t a te  com m ittee  w here  the  F o s ­
te r-D enn is  com bination  refused  
to  a c t  in the  m a t te r .

T he  inc reasing  F o s te r i te  con­
t r o l  of the  p a r ty  a p p a ra tu s  has  
been  paralle led , and even aided, 
by a s teady  exodus of m em bers 
from  the  p a r ty  in the  post-con­
ven tion  period. T he  m em bership 
loss h a s  been accompanied by a 
con tinu ing  decline in the  c ircula ­
t ion  of th e  Daily W o rk e r  and an 
inc reas ing  lack of ab i lity  to  ra ise  
funds  to  keep i t  going. At the 
tw o-th ird  m a rk  in th e  $100,000 
fu n d  drive fo r  th e  paper,  less 
th a n  $16,000 h as  been contributed .

T hese heavy  losses spell out 
th e  inab ili ty  of any  section of the 
p a r t y  leadership  to  cope w ith  the  
political crisis which w racks the  
o rgan iza tion . U nan im ous s t a te ­
m e n ts  iby th e  p a r t y  leadersh ip  
h av e  proclaim ed th a t  the  n a t io n ­
al convention ham m ered  ou t a 
d r a f t  resolution th a t  p rovided the 
p a r t y  w ith  a “ new look” and the 
b as is  f o r  m oving  fo rw ard .  B u t  
th e  decline and isolation g row  
m ore  precip itous. W hy ?

S IL E N C E  ON IS S U E S
F o r  the sake  of il lusory  “un ity ” 

w ith  F oste r ,  th e  Gates fac tion  de­
cided n o t  to  p u rsu e  i t s  d if fe r ­
ences w ith  th e  F oste r i te s .  This 
course  serves to  s t i f le  p ro g ra m ­
m a t ic  d iscussion th ro u g h o u t  the  
ran k s .  T hus the  G ates i tes  agreed 
to  "n e i th e r  condem n n o r  con­
done” the  K rem lin ’s cru sh ing  of 
th e  H u n g a ry  revolution, the reby  
f u r th e r  com prom ising  th e  pa r ty  
and  a t  th e  sam e tim e  choking  
o f f  the  possib ility  of any  fu r th e r  
in te rn a l  discussion of th is  v ita l 
issue.

■Since the  na t iona l convention, 
w hich resolved none of the  p rob ­
lem s con fron ting  the  p a r ty ,  the  
G ates  w ing  of the leadersh ip  have 
shou ted  them selves hoarse  about 
th e  need to  “g e t  down to w ork  to 
b r in g  our p ro g ra m  to  th e  people” 
and  have  vain ly  appealed  fo r  an 
end  to  ‘'fac t iona l ism ” in the  p a r ­
ty .  T h e  logical c lim ax  to  the 
“ an t i-fac tion” cam paign  came 
w ith  the  rep o r ted  dec lara tion  by 
a p ro m in en t  G ates i te  t h a t  the  
G a te s  g ro u p  i tse l f  w as  responsi­
ble  f o r  the  p re s e n t  fac t iona l s i t ­
u a t io n  in N ew  York.

M eanwhile, i t  becomes inc reas ­
ing ly  a p p a re n t  t h a t  F o s te r’s p e r ­

A Political Document from Hungary

spective o f  s t if l ing  all discussion 
o r  criticism of th e  K rem lin  bu ­
reauc racy  coincides w ith an  in ­
te rn a tio n a l d rive to  re-monolith- 
ize the  C om m unist part ies ,  as te s ­
tified  to  by the  French, I ta lian , 
B rit ish  and C anadian  conven­
tions.

T he  ch a ra c te r  of this  in te rn a ­
t ional cam p a ig n  is m ade c lea r  in 
A lan M ax’s open le t te r  of p ro ­
t e s t  in the  Ju n o  4 Daily W orker  
a g a in s t  the  re p o r t  on the  CP con­
vention  in the M arch is su e  of 
In te rn a t io n a l  A ffa i r s ,  the  E n g ­
l ish - language  m agaz ine  published 
in Moscow. T ak in g  issue w ith its 
a s se r t io n  th a t  “the  convention 
consisted  of a re jec tion  of ‘rev i­
s io n is t’ a t te m p ts  to* derail the 
p a r ty ,”  M ax po in ts  out t h a t  a 
num ber of CP o rgans  ab road  
have  su n g  th is  sam e tune  and  he 
com m ents sa rcas tica lly ,  “How 
these  publications h ap p en  to  c a r ­
ry  such s im ila r repor ts ,  I do not 
know .”

DW  ALSO AT F A U L T
H e  then  w a rn s  In te rna t iona l 

A ffa i r s  t h a t  such re p o r t in g  can 
“only tend  to  sh ak e  the  confi­
dence of you r re a d e rs  in the  
ab i lity  of y o u r  jou rna l to  give 
sound political e s t im a tes .”

A s m a n a g in g  editor of the  
Daily W orker ,  M ax could well 
heed his own sound advice. While 
such publications as In te rn a t io n ­
al A ffa irs  have no t hesita ted ' to 
m ake  political e s t im a tes  w i th  a 
f ine  d is reg a rd  fo r  fac ts ,  th e  D ai­
ly  W orker ,  ever since i t  th rew  in 
the  towel on H un g ary ,  has  Ibeen 
■guilty of a va r ia t io n  of th e  sam e 
defect. D espite  an am ple  supply 
of fac ts ,  th e  Daily  W o rk e r  edi­
to rs  have  never  p re sen ted  any  
political conclusions t h a t  m ig h t  
b r ing  them  into fu r th e r  collision 
w ith  F oste r .

This, of course, is  all r ig h t  with 
F oste r .  He is determ ined, r e g a r d ­
less of cost or consequence, th a t  
th e  p a r ty  m u s t  be reduced to  its  
previous s t a te  o f  blind apologist 
fo r  t h e  Moscow 1 b u reau cra ts .  
Such a goal can not be realized 
by a process of free  discussion. 
And th a t ’s why he  doesn’t  w an t 
an y — either  inside or ou ts ide  the  
p a r ty .

F o s te r ’s a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  dis­
cussion is p e rh ap s  m o s t  c learly  
revealed  by  his a t t i t u d e  tow ard  
the  A m erican F o ru m  f o r  .Social­
ist. E ducation . Lack of F o s te r i te  
■participation in  the  American 
F orum  h as  m ade i t  an open se­
c re t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  radical move­
m e n t  t h a t  he w a n ts  no p a r t  of it.

B u t  on w h a t  reasonable  
g ro u n d s  can the  F o s te r i te s  ob- 
iect to the  «American Fo rum  or to 
CP pa rt ic ipa tion  in i t ?  Com­
posed of every  shad in g  of social­
is t  though t ,  i ts  sole function  is 
w ell-expressed  in it-s recen t s t a te ­
m ent. ‘‘A tim e fo r  questions.—A 
search  fo r  socialist an sw ers .”

A P R IM E  N E C E S S IT Y

iSuch a discussion is th e  n um ­
b e r  one need of the  e n t ire  A m e r ­
ican  rad ica l m ovem en t today. 
W ho would a rgue  th a t  i t  is  any 
less the  need of the  C om m unist 
P a r t y ?  E ven  i f  convinced of the 
co rrec tn ess  of its  own p a r t ic u ­
la r  v iewpoint, no section of the 
rad ica l m ovem ent c a n  expect to 
influence today ’s  socialist-minded 
w o rk e rs  and youth  un less  i t  is 
ready  to p u t  i ts  views to  th e  te s t  
of confron ta t ion  w ith  all those 
con tending  w ith  it. And f o r  the 
m em bers  of th e  CP the re  is a 
special u rgency  to  the  discussion 
of conflic t ing  v iews f o r  which 
the  A m erican  'Forum is now p ro ­
v id ing a  vehicle. F a ilu re  to  c la r i ­
fy  and to  a r r iv e  a t  co rrec t posi­
tions on precisely the  g r e a t  i s ­
sues now under  deba te  th ro u g h ­
o u t  the  radical m ovem ent is w ha t 
led the  m em bers  of the  OP into 
th e i r  p re s e n t  im passe . Only a 
tho roughgo ing , dem ocratic  d is ­
cussion can provide th e  way out.

AVc publish below excerp ts  from a m im eographed docum ent 
signed “ H ungaricus ,” dated  December 1956. I t  w as  w r i t te n  by a 
person who, in the  days p rio r  to  the  October 1956 revolution, 
belonged to the  opposition (an ti-R akosi, an ti-G eroe  w ing) of the  
H u n g a r ian  Communist p a r ty .  R ep resen ta tive  excerp ts  from  the  
docum ent were f i rs t  published in the  Jan . 31 issue of th e  F rench  
socialist weekly, F rance  O bservateur,  which inform ed i t s  readers  
th a t  th e  document “was c ircu la t ing  a t  the p resen t t im e  am ong 
in tellectual circles in B udapest.” The en t ire  docum ent is about 
20,000 w ords long. I t  is a serious a t te m p t  a t  a  th e o re t ic a l  ap ­
pra isa l of the  Oct. 24 H u n g a r ian  revolution  from  a M arx is t-  
L en in is t point of view.

T hroughout the  courtesy  of F ranco is  Fejto ,  a 'w r i t e r  for F rance- 
O bservateur, and au th o r  of a  booki on the  H u n g ar ian  revolution, we 
obtained the  loan of a copy of th e  H u n g a r ian  docum ent. The 
tran s la t io n  from the  H u n g a r ia n  of th e  exce rp ts  below a re  by 
Robert Dixon. W hile som e of them  duplica te  excerp ts  t h a t  a p ­
peared in F rance  O bservateur, o th e r  portions ap p ea r  in t r a n s la ­
tion for the f i r s t  tim e. —  Editor.

. . .  I t  is  d if f icu lt to  p red ic t 
w h a t  will ensue from  the  shoot- 
ing-up of B udapest , th e  abduc­
tion of Im re  N agy , the  la te s t  
actions of the  K ad a r i te  coun ter­
revolution. B u t  one th in g  is 
c lea r :  O ctober 1956 exposed
w ith  s ta r t l in g  suddenness, more 
th a n  any th in g  h ither to ,  the  
com plete m oral and ideological 
bank rup tcy  of th e  Soviet-com­
m u n is t  world movement. The 
H u n g a r ian  October finally  laid 
ba re  w h a t  th e  R ussian  revolu ­
tion  of 49 yeaTS ago had 
degenera ted  to. T h a t  is why our 
revolution  can  have w orld-his­
to r ica l significance, b u t  only if 
th e  ad h e ren ts  of socialism 
everyw here  come to  g rips  with 
th e  rea l  lessons of th e  H u n ­
g a r ia n  October.

A s  a g a in s t  S ta l in is t  te r ro r -  
com m unism  and  th e  Social- 
dem oeracy  cuddling up  to cap i ta l ­
ism, new  roads  a re  projec ted  
in  the  in te rna t iona l labor move­
m ent. H ungai’ian  socialists  can 
ta k e  on a  ro le  in  ham m ering  
o u t  such  a  new  orien ta t ion  
which the  socialists of no o the r 
na t ion  a re  in  a  position  to  do. 
To do this, however, i t  is  neces­
s a ry  —  am ong  o th e r  th in g s  —  
to  c lea r up ou r  own h is to ry . 
T h a t  is th e  f i r s t  t a sk  posed.

O PPO SIT IO N  PA R A LY Z E D
. . . T he  exploding revolution 

found [ the  C P  opposition] no t 
on the  barr icades , h u t  in the

Corridors of the para lyzed  pa r ty  
cen ters . T he  Opposition “p r e ­
p a re d ” th e  revolution, h u t  —  
w ith  the  exception  of a  few  
m em bers —  p e rh a p s  no one w as 
m ore  su rp rised  th a n  the  Op­
position itself. On th e  23rd of 
October they  pa raded  proudly  
and  tr iu m p h a n t ly  down the  
s t ree ts ,  b u t  in th e  even ing  they  
could only look on w ith  open- 
m outhed  im potence as suddenly 
onrush ing  h is to ry  s e t  ou t on u n ­
foreseeable  p a th s .  The people 
ac ted  independently  of the  . Op­
position, fo r  the  Opposition had 
in essence a lw ays  been inde­
penden t of th e  people. . . A c­
cord ing  to  some hosp ita l s t a t i s ­
tics, young  w orkers  fu rn ished  
80-90% of the  wounded, the 
un ive rs i ty  s tu d en ts  [m ass  base 
of CP Opposition] Counting fo r  
ab o u t  3-5%. T hese  f ig u re s  show 
m ore convincingly th a n  any  
a rg u m e n t  w h a t  responsibility  
r e s t s  on the  Opposition fo r  
le t t in g  slip the  oppo rtun ity  fo r  
independen t and  serious o rg an ­
ization.

. . . T h e  m ain  question, in any  
case, involves th e  Soviet Union. 
N o t sim ply  because  Soviet guns 
sho t up B udapest, and th u s  se t  
th e  possib ility  o f  Socialism in 
H u n g a ry  back fo r  a  long time 
to  come, b u t  because ou r  whole 
in te rn a l  developm ent fo r  12 yea rs  
ha s  been a  func t ion  of the 
Soviet Union. . . .

T he  cap ita l is t  p ress  and  bou r­
geois science have said and  a re  
say ing  m any t ru e  th ings  about 
the  Soviet Union. I t  would be 
well, i f  we exam ined these  w r i t ­
ings  w ith o u t  prejudice. B ut 
cap i ta l is t  cri tic ism  canno t be 
objective, and  fu r th e rm o re  the re  
is o f ten  lacking any  m oral 
founda tion  fo r  th e ir  criticism. 
F o r  instance, on w h a t  basis, 
w ith  w h a t  m oral r ig h t  can  the  
F rench  p ress  sound f o r t h  
a g a in s t  Soviet aggression , while 
it. sends such touching gree t ings  
to  th e  f igh te r-bom bers  a p p e a r ­
ing  over defenseless E gyp tian  
cities?

. . . Soviet communism, m ainly 
a f t e r  L enin’s death , a lw ays  had 
oppositions w ith in  the  party . 
T he Russian Oppositionists  could 
n o t  dem ons tra te  in  any  positive 
w ay  th e  t r u th  of th e i r  a s s e r ­
tions, because th e y  could no t 
va lida te  th e i r  conceptions, and 
S talin  se ttled  accounts  w ith  
th e m  in s h o r t  order. Opposi­
tional com m unis ts  ab road  also 
had  no w ay  of backing up the ir  
continued s t ru g g le s  a g a in s t  
Moscow w ith  a rg u m en ts  based 
on p rac tice . M any Opposition -1 
i s ts  —  in th e i r  b i t te rn e ss  and 
im p o ten t  f u r y  a t  the  S ta l in is t  
sys tem  —  w en t  over to  bourgeois 
positions. S talin  could say, po in t­
ing  to  these  la t te r ,  and  to the  
f r am e-u p  tr ia l s :  “ whoever tu rn s  
a g a in s t  us is se lling  ou t to the 
bourgeoisie .”

[H ungaricus  then ta k e s  up 
th e  critic ism s of the  Y ugoslav 
CP  and o f  Toglia tt i ,  f inding 
bo th  inadequa te  as  an  exp lana ­
tion  of S talin ism . —  T r.]

TW O  V A R IA N T S
A f te r  [L en in ’s] dea th , two 

possib ilit ies w ere  open fo r  
choice, bo th  theore tica lly  and 
practically , L e t  us b e 'o b jec t iv e :  
th e  p roponents  of bo th  pos ­
sibilities (v a r ian ts )  quoted from  
Lenin and n o t  w ithou t ju s t i f ica ­
tion. L enin’s la s t  w rit ings  tended 
to  su p p o r t  the  Opposition and 
T ro tsk y ;  Stalin, on the  o the r 
hand, quoted o th e r  w ri t in g s  of 
Lenin. I f  we view i t  theoretically ,

bo th  T ro tsky ism  and S talin ism  
w ere L eninism ; th e  ac tual ou t­
g ro w th s  of the  contrad ic tions in 
L en in ’s life-work, the  s e p a r a t ­
ing  o u t  of the  two ex trem es. To 
th e  question  of w h e th e r  or no t 
i t  w as possible to build social­
ism in R ussia, T ro tsk y ’s answ er 
w as no, S ta l in ’s yes; both w ere 
L enin is t answ ers. . . .

L E N IN ’S FO R M U LA
I t  w as a  genial in s ig h t  (on 

L en in ’s p a r t ) ,  t h a t  the  revolu ­
tion  would n o t necessarily  g e t  
its  s t a r t  in an  advanced coun­
t r y  —  t h a t  w as  proved by h is ­
to ry . B u t  the  revolution and 
the  v ic tory  of Socialism a re  two 
d i f f e r e n t . th ings. A p ro le ta r ian -  
led revolution can conquer in a 
backw ard  country  also, as  Lenin 
la te r  recognized, can  conquer 
even more easily th a n  in an  ad ­
vanced country , since i t  solves 
th e  long overdue ta sk s  of the  
bourgeois revolution (land-divi- 
sion, republic, e tc .) .  . . . We 
m ust add th a t  in the  case  of 
R ussia  we a re  n o t  dealing  with 
ju s t  som e “one co u n try ” no t 
even w ith  ju s t  some one back­
w ard  country , but —  consider­
ing  the  m a jo r i ty  of the  popula ­
tion  —  w ith  a g igan tic  p easan t 
em pire.

. . . One of S ta h n ’s favor ite  
po in ts  in the  repea ted  s t ru g g le s  
w ith  th e  Opposition w as the  one 
th a t  “ w h a t  need w as th e re ” fo r  
the  O ctober revolution, i f  not 
to  build socia lism ?. . . This 
a rg u m e n t  is no th ing  m ore  than  
a  d eb a te r ’s tr ick . O ctober had  to 
be ca rr ied  th rough , i t  would 
have  been a  crime to le t slip 
a  h is to rica l oppo rtun ity  w ait ing  
ti ll  th e  creation  of conditions 
fo r  Socialism m igh t b r ing  about 
w orkers  - p ea san ts  power. . 
S ta lin  la te r  m a in ta ined  th a t  if  
they  did n o t  build Socialism, 
then  th e re  would be capitalism , 
re s to ra t ion .  He chided Zinoviev, 
say ing  he  w an ted  the r e tu rn  of 
cap ita lism . H e picked up L enin’s 
thes is  t h a t  “ sm all-scale p roduc­
tion gives b ir th  to capita lism  
da i ly .”

All th is  is fa ls if ica tion  and 
dogm atism . W h a t  did the  Op-

position  w a n t?  To b rin g  back 
the  cap i ta l is ts  and landow ners?  
N o t even S talin  dared  to  say  
th is , a t  le a s t  no t as  long as 
they  were still discussing. T he  
Opposition w a s  on th e  r i g h t  
t r a c k  here. A trans i t iona l so­
ciety had  to  be crea ted , until 
the  revolution conquered else ­
w here, o r  the  conditions were 
ready fo r  Socialism in ternally .

W H A T  ST A L IN  W R O TE 

. . . S um m ariz ing : R ussia of 
th e  T w enties  w as not ripe  for 
the  rea liza tion  of Socialism. 
This Lenin hinted a t  in  his la s t  
w rit ings ,  the  Opposition said 
i t  openly and clearly . Let us 
leave a s  a  f ina l  proof, more 
accura te ly , as an am using  illus­
t ra t io n ,  the  fa c t  th a t  th a t  was 
also S ta l in ’s opinion in  ’24. So he 
w ro te  in P rob lem s of Leninism. 
A s he w as la te r  forced  to  adm it 
u nde r  p rodding  from  Zinoviév, 
he w ro te  th e  fo llow ing in 
P rob lem s o f  Leninism on the  
possibility  of build ing  Socialism 
in  one country , especially a 
p ea san t  coun try :

“ B u t the  overth row  of cap i ta l ­
i s t  pow er and  the  es tab lishm ent 
o f  the  p ro le ta r ian  pow er in  one 
country  does n o t  m ean  the a s s u r ­
ing  of the complete v ic tory  of 
socialism. The main ta sk  of So­
c ialism  —  the  organ iza tion  of 
production  on a Socialis t basis 
—  is still ahead. B u t  can  this 
p rob lem  be solved, can the  
u lt im a te  v ic tory  of Socialism be 
achieved in one country , w ithou t 
th e  combined e f fo r ts  of the  
p ro le ta r ian s  of severa l o the r  
lead ing  coun tr ies?  No, i t  cannot. 
F o r  the  overth row  of the  
bourgeoisie the  e f fo r ts  of one 
coun try  a re  enough —  th is  is 
shown in the  h is to ry  of our 
revolution. «For the  u lt im a te  
v ic tory  of Socialism, fo r  the  o r ­
gan iza tion  o f  production  on a  
Socia lis t basis, th e  e f fo r ts  of one 
coun try , especially  such a 
p e a sa n t  coun try  a s  R ussia, a re  
n o t  suffic ient, f o r  t h a t  the  e f ­
fo r ts  of the  p ro le ta r ian s  of more 
advanced countries  a re  needed.” 

S ta lin  here  proper ly  sep a ra te s  
the  possibility of the  v ic tory  of

a revolution and the  possib ility  
of Socialism, —  i.e., of the  o r ­
gan iza tion  of production on a  
Socia lis t  basis. He w rites  in his 
usual grade-school te ache r  m a n ­
ner,  b u t  he does an sw er  the  
question correctly . S e v e r s  1 
m onths la te r  he w as say ing  the  
exac t  opposite, (how, and why, 
we will come back to  la te r )  and  
won the  v ic tory  fo r  his posi­
tion. W h a t  would have happened 
if T ro tsk y ’s, o r  la te r  B uk h ar in ’s, 
po in t of view had come out on 
to p ?  W e don’t  know, c ry s ta l  
balls  a re  no t in oiir line. W e 
do know wjjat w ere th e  con­
sequences of S ta l in ’s coming out 
on to p :  m isery, te r ro r ,  a to r ren t  
of lies, all (and  a g re a t  deal 
m ore)  t h a t  w as sketched by 
K hrushchev  w ith such p a s ­
s ionate  a rd o r  a t  the  20th Con­
gress. . . .
. . . . The handfu l of com m un­
is ts  had  tw o w ays open to them 
to  m a in ta in  them selves in the  
sea of the  (p ea san t)  people: 
e i the r  to  express  th e  a im s of 
the  people o r  by m eans  of a  
rep ress ive  a p p a ra tu s  to a c t  as 
a  b rake  on th e  people. As the 
im m edia te  app lica tion  of S o ­
c ialism  canno t express  the in ten ­
tions of a  p ea san t  people, th e re  
rem a ins  no o th e r  recourse  th a n  
the  build ing  o f  a system  of lies 
to  conceal a sy s tem  based  on 
force. In  such a s i tua t ion  a  
w hole t issue  of complicated in ­
te rac tions  developed. F o r  S ta lin  
to  prevail over the  Opposition, 
the  su p p o r t  of the  a p p a ra tu s  
w as required . B u t  the  a p p a ra tu s  
also needed Stalin .

T he  a p p a ra tu s  a lso  stood 
alongside S ta l in  ou t of a sp i r i t  
of self-defense, as  i t  received 
no th in g  b u t  criticism from  the  
Opposition . T h e  Opposition on 
its  p a r t  had to  aim its  f i re  a t  
the  a p p a ra tu s ,  a lready  organized 
by S ta l in  in  L enin’s  life tim e, 
as  th e  m ain  obstacle to  deba te  
and  to  p a r ty  democracy —  to 
th e  vindication of the  Opposi­
tion. T he Opposition accused 
the  a p p a ra tu s  of degenera tion , 
th e  a p p a ra tu s  clung all the  more 
passionate ly  to  Stalin .

(T o  be continued)
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... SWP National Convention
(Continued from  page  1)

b o r  m ovem ent w ith  the  p rog ram  
of w orke rs’ democracy, independ­
en t poli tica l action  th ro u g h  a 
L abor P a r ty ,  and  a bold p ro g ram  
fo r  a socia lis t  reo rgan iza t ion  of 
A m erican  society. T o  ca rry  ou t 
such a p ro g ram  w e m u s t  have a  
p a r tÿ .  T he  in tensive discussions 
now  preoccupying th e  radical 
w orkers, he said, a re  a necessary  
p re lude  to un ify ing  all revolu ­
t io n a ry  socialists  in a single p a r ­
ty .  “We do n o t  m a k e  a  fe t ish  of 
the organ iza tiona l question .” 
Dobbs declared. ‘W e a re  en t ire ly  
flexible as to tbe  u l t im a te  fo rm  
of the  p a r ty  t h a t  will em erge 
from  the  re g ro u p m e n t process.”

He outlined the  v iew  th a t  such 
a p a r tv ,  in o rd e r  to  succeed in its 
socialist goal, m u s t  b e  “ firm  in 
revo lu tiona ry  princip les; in te r ­
na t iona l in rev o lu tiona ry  ou t­
look; and, com bine full in ternal 
dem ocracy w ith  u n i ty  in ac t ion .”

O RG A N IZA TIO N  R E P O R T

The O rgan iza t ion  'Secre tary  of 
the  SW P, Tom K erry , repor ted  
the  g row ing  ac t iv i ty  of the  p a r ty  
in all fields. H is  r e p o r t  w as  a 
m a s te r fu l  p re sen ta t io n  of the  
fa c ts  and s ta tis t ic s  which showed 
an  ascending curve of resu lts ,  
d u r in g  the  la s t  y e a r  in  p a r t ic u ­
la r ,  iu the  fie ld  of socialist p ress  
c irculation , publication  an d  sale 
of books an d  pam ph le ts  b y  so­
c ia lis t  pub lish ing  houses, r e ­
c ru i ts  to  th e  p a r ty ,  and the  w in ­
n ing  of a new^ circle of f r iends  
and  sym path izers .

T h e  d e leg a te s  responded  d u r ­
ing the  discussion w ith m any  ex ­
am ples  «from local p a r ty  experi ­
ence t h a t  showed the lnew , if  l im ­
ited, opportun it ies  th a t  th e  p a r ­
ty  w as ,now s t ra in in g  i t s  u tm ost 
to  seize upon. T h e  I convention 
w as p a r t icu la r ly  en thusias tic  in  
i t s  response to  th e  p roposa l t h a t  
w herever p o s s i b l e ,  b ranches  
broaden th e ir  ac tiv ity  t o  fpromote 
revo lu tionary  socialist p a r t ic ip a ­
tion in  elections.

U n d e r  th e  po in t  of the  in te r ­
na t iona l s i tua t ion , th e  conven­
tion  approved th e  m ain  line of a 
num ber of re so lu t ions  p repa red  
by the  ou tgo ing  N ationa l Com­
m ittee . A m ong these w as  the  re s ­
olution, “T he New7 S tag e  in the  
Russian  R evolution ,” adopted  by 
th e  N ationa l Com m ittee  m e e tin g  
in A pril  1956; th e  resolution- on 
“T h e  H u n g a r ia n  Revolution and  
th e  Cris is of S ta l in ism ,” adop ted  
by the NC m eeting  J a n u a r y  1957; 
and the  ‘“ Cris is  in the  Middle 
E a s t , ” also a d o p ted  b y  th e  NiC 
in  J a n u a ry .

D ISCU SSIO N  O P E N E D
T h e  convention approved  the 

line of the  N ationa l C om m ittee  
reso lu tion  on reg roupm en t.  I t  
also approved  the  resolution  on 
“Thé Class S tru g g le  Road to  N e ­
g ro  E q u a li ty .” I t  w as  decided th a t  
a  full discussion, 'both l i te ra ry  
and  in  the  branches, would be  
opened on all aspects  of th e  Ne-

gro question, fo llow ing the  con­
vention.

A h igh ligh t of the  en thusiastic , 
w ork-packed , th ree -day  conven­
tion, w as the  concluding speech 
given by  S W P  ch a irm an  Jam es  
P. Cannon, a ve te ran  of th e  rev ­
o lu t ionary  soc ia lis t m ovem ent in 
the  U n ited  S ta te s :  Cannon evalu ­
a ted  th e  cu r re n t  s i tua t ion  and  
the  work and  decisions o f  the  
convention from  th e  h is torical 
perspective  o f  an ea rl ie r  r e ­
g ro u p m en t crisis  of A merican 
rad ica lism —t h e  one which broke 
o u t  a g a in s t  the  background  of 
the  F i r s t  W orld W a r  and the  
Russian  Revolution.

Cannon noted  t h a t  the  revo lu ­
t io n a ry  reg ro u p m en t in 1917-19, 
which gained its  immetus and in ­
sp ira tion  from  th e  Russian  R ev­
olution, b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  ini the 
voung  C om m unist P a r t v  of the 
U.S. e lem ents from  all th e  o r ­
ganized m dica l tendencies— the 
Socia lis t P a r ty ,  the  IW W  and 
even the ¡Socialist L ab o r  P a r tv .  
He pointed ou t t h a t  L ou is  C. 
F ra in a ,  one of the  m o s t  in f luen ­
t ia l f ig u re s  in  th e  ea r lv  y e a r s  of 
the  A m erican C om m unist move­
m ent, b e g a n  his socialist ac tiv i­
ties in th e  sec ta r ian  iSLP.

W O R K E R S’ DEM OCRACY

’A s  in 1917-19, Cannon said, the  
c u r re n t  re g ro u p m en t will g a th e r  
to g e th e r  the  active revolutionis ts  
who have  dem ons tra ted  th e i r  de­
te rm in a tio n  to  s tan d  up  to all 
th e  p re s su re s  of th e  im p er ia lis t  
ru l in g  class. T hese  fo rces  will 
find  th e i r  w ay  to  p ro g ram m atic  
c larif ication  and organ iza tional 
unification.

Cannon commended the  conven­
tion  f o r  i t s  decision to  open a  
cam paign  of p ro p ag an d a  and ed­
ucation  on the  v ita l  question  o f  
w o rk e rs ’ democracy. H e noted 
the  w idesp read  revulsion am ong 
w o rk e rs  of all political beliefs 
to  the  h o r ro rs  of th e  S ta l in is t  po­
lice d ic ta to rsh ip  in th e  ISoviet 
Union and  E a s t e rn  E urope . The 
purveyors  of cap i ta l is t  and im ­
pe r ia l is t  “dem ocracy” have been 
allowed to  m isuse  th is  revulsion 
lotng enough, he said. I t  is tim e 
th a t  ¡socialists vigorously  ca rr ied  
th e  m essage  of genuine dem o­
cracy— th e  dem ocracy of the  self- 
l ibe ra t ing  m ovem ent of the  w ork ­
ing  class— to  th e  A m erican peo­
ple.

He u rged  the  p a r ty  to spell out 
in detail i ts  concept of w o rk e rs ’ 
democracy—in p ro g ra m  and in 
life . A n d  th e  f i r s t  p lace  where' a 
socialist conception of democracy 
should b e  prac ticed , Cannon con­
tended, is in the  w o rk e rs ’ revo lu ­
t io n a ry  p a r ty  i tse lf .  In  th is  con­
nection he po in ted  to  th e  experi­
ence of the  convention as  a dem­
on s t ra t io n  of w orkers’ dem ocracy 
in  full-blooded, living form , in 
the  sp i r i t  a s  well a s  th e  le t te r .  
Cannon th o u g h t  t h a t  w o rk e rs ’ de ­
mocracy, which would be  a rev ­
o lu t ionary  ex tension  and  e x p a n ­
sion o f  the  dem ocratic  sa fe ­
g u a rd s  g u a ra n te e d  by the  Bill of

R igh ts ,  should  be  concretely  
w orked ou t in th e  socia lis t p ro ­
g ra m  fo r  the  dem ocratic  ru le  of 
the  w o rk e rs  in  the U.'S.

K E Y  IS IN  T H E  U N IO N S

C iting  the  s i tua t ion  in the bu ­
reaucracy-ridden  A m erican labor 
m ovement, Cannon declared  th a t  
in his opinion the  p ivo ta l  po in t 
of th e  socialist revo lu tion  in 
A m erica would be  a  dem ocratic  
revolution  w ith in  the  unions. 
W hen the A m erican  w o rk e rs  r ise  
to  ta k e  back  th e i r  r ig h ts  in the 
union m ovem ent, take  the  neces­
s a r y  s tep s  to en su re  the se  r igh ts ,  
an d  p rev en t  any  u su rp in g  clique 
of fa t -sa la r ied  officials from  r e ­
g a in ing  pow7er, the  an t i-cap i ta l is t  
revolution  in th i s  co u n try  will be 
m ore th a n  h a l f  accomplished.

T he  dynam ic pow er of the  fully 
dem ocratized  m ass organ iza tions  
o f  th e  indus tr ia l  w orkers  in thé  
U.S. could never be m atched by 
th e  tin y  group  of billionaire mo­
nopolists , who couldn’t  ru le  fo r  a 
s ingle  day  w ithou t the  aid of a 
labor bureaucracy .

T he conven tion  ended on a note 
of h igh  en thusiasm . B u t  i t  w as  
n o t  th e  en thusia sm  of th e  ■wide- 
eyed, unrealis tic , d 'ay-dreaming 
v a rie ty .  I t  w a s  youthfu l e n th u ­
s iasm ; b u t  n o t  of y o u th  un te m ­
pered b y  experience in the  class 
s t rugg le . T he  age-level of the  
convention delegates  bad  indeed 
dropped s ign ifican tly  fo r  the  f i r s t  
t im e  since the  b eg inn ing  of tbe  
cold w ar.  B u t tbe  delega tes  w7ere 
a l l  e i th e r  b a t t le - te s te d  v e te ran s  
of a decade’s s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  the  
w itch -hun t reac t ion  of Am erican  
im peria lism , o r  new  f ig h te r s  
gained in  th e  v e ry  b e a t  of th a t  
d iff icu lt s trugg le .

M any delegates  bad reco rds  in 
the  class s t ru g g le  da t ing  back  to 
the  'IWW, the  p re -W orld-W ar-I  
socialist m ovem ent, the  early  
y e a rs  of A m erican  Communism, 
tbe  founda tion  of tbe  American 
T ro tsk y is t  movement, the  sto rm y 
class b a t t le s  of the  Thir ties , the 
Second W orld  W ar, th e  p os t-w ar 
s t r ik e  w ave and the  cold w ar.

T here  w ere no “sum m er sol­
d ie rs” am ong th e  delegates.
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British Electrical Union 
Hits Terror in Hungary

By Peter Fryer

LON DO N  —  T h e  event o f  the  
week ¡in B r ita in  has  'been the 
m agn if icen t d isp lay  o f  so lidar­
i ty  fo r  th e  H u n g a r ian  w orkers  
seen a t  ithe a)inual conference of 
the  E lec trica l T rad es  Union.

N o t  fo r  m any  yea rs  have  the 
«members of this union given such 
a s lash ing  and  decisive rebuff  to 
th e i r  S ta l in is t  leadership . The 
leaders  sensed th a t  the mood of 
the  delegates  w as  to defy  them, 
and  th e y  did every th ing  they  
could to  cushion the blow— even 
to  the e x te n t  of holding the  dis­
cussion on H u n g a ry  in pr iva te  
session, which w as  as u n p re ­
cedented  as i t  w as unexpected.

B u t  rank -and -f i le  Com m unist 
P a r ty  m em bers w ere  am ong the 
delega tes  who by  174 votes to 
154 defeated  an am endm ent 
w hich would have  deleted the fo l­
lowing w ords  from  a resolution:

“ C onference welcomes the  fi ­
nancial ass is tance  and  so l idar ity  
shown by the  E xecutive Council 
tow ards  our C yprio t b ro the rs  bu t 
is d is tu rbed  by  th e  Executive 
Council’s a t t i tu d e  to w ard s  the 
shooting  down of the  w orkers  a t  
Poznan  and i ts  be la ted  p ro tes ts  
a g a in s t  the  a t te m p t  by Russian 
troops  to  suppress  the  w o rk e rs ’ 
revolution  in H u n g a ry .”

SCORE B R U T A L  ATTACK

A s  i f  th is  w as  no t c lea r  and  
unequivocal enough, the  dele­
g a te s  th e n  w en t  on to pass  by  a 
la rg e  m a jo r i ty — on a show  of 
hands vote, the p la tfo rm  ev iden t­
ly  fe a r in g  a count— a resolution 
condem ning “ the  b ru ta l  a t ta c k  of 
the  Soviet a rm ed  fo rces  on the 
H u n g a r ian  people” and adding:

“ We dem and th a t  all R uss ian  
forces be •withdrawn from H u n ­
g a ry  unless th e i r  ¡presence th e re  
is ag reed  to  by la «government 
free ly  elected «by the  H ungarians . 
W e  pledge o u r  su p p o r t  to  th e  
H u n g ar ian  peop le  in  th e i r  e f fo r ts  
to  obtain ia governm ent o f  th e ir  
own choice, f r e e  from  outside 
in te rven tion . W e felso dem and 
those im prisoned o r  depo rted  for 
th e i r  par t  in the  f ig h t  fo r  H un ­
g a rian  independence be released 
a n d  re tu rn ed  to  (their homes.”

A nd  then  the  fina l h i t t e r  pill 
f o r  S ta l in is t  F r a n k  Foulks and 
S ta l in is t  F ra n k  Haxell, th e  p r e s ­
iden t and se c re ta ry  of th is  230,- 
000-s trong union: “Copies of this  
m otion to  be sen t  to the  U SSR  
and  H u n g a r ian  E m bass ies  in 
London and  to  th e  B rit ish  F o r ­
e ign S e c re ta ry .”

A W O RK IN G -C LA SS STAN D

W h a t  w as so splendid about 
th is  m essage  of sym pa thy  and 
su p p o r t  fo r  the  H u n g a r ian  w ork ­
ing  class in i t s  o rdeal— and  re a d ­
ers will u n d e rs tan d  the  profound 
sa t is fac tion  th is  decision gave 
those  of us who have been b a t ­
t l in g  on the  H u n g ar ian  question

f o r  the  p a s t  ha l f -y ea r—w as  its 
abso lu te ly  pr inc ip led  s tand , w ith  
no concessions to the  ‘ im p e r ia l ­
i s t s ’ “s u p p o r t” fo r  such aspects  
o f  the  H u n g a r ian  s t ru g g le  as 
they  th ink  they  can  make use of.

T hese e lec tric ians saw  the  w o rk ­
ing-class n a tu re  of th e  H u n g a r ­
ia n  s trugg le ,  a n d  r ig h t ly  de­
scribed i t  as a  “w o rk e rs ’ revo lu ­
t io n ”— a p h ra s e  which drew from  
the  Daily  W orke r  a n  editoria l,  
w r i t t e n  m ore in em b arrassm en t ,  
d ism ay  and  so rrow  th a n  in a n ­
ger, c laim ing th a t  th is  view w as 
m ere ly  “ a p roposition  th a t  has 
been freq u en tly  advanced by  re f ­
ugees.”

Well, th e  ja ils  and concen tra ­
tion  cam ps o f  H u n g a ry  a r e  full 
a t  th is  m om ent of C om m unists 
and  o th e r  w orkers, m any  of them 
delega tes  to  w orke rs ’ councils, 
who a re  being “ re -educated” by 
K a d a r ’s A. V. H.

I t  w as a p p ro p r ia te  t h a t  the  B r i t ­
ish e lec tric ians should ta k e  th is  
decision only a  few  days a f t e r  a 
r e p o r t  abou t conditions in  these 
prisons, a qu ite  c ircum stan t ia l  re ­
po rt ,  h ad  a p p ea red  in The Times. 
A ccord ing  to  re liable  es tim ates ,  
i t  said, over 50.000 political p r is ­
oners w ere being held in a t ro ­
cious conditions:

“ Inhum an  overcrowding seems 
to be th e  w o rs t  p a r t  of it. Rooms 
in tended  fo r  80 pe rsons  a re  now 
occupied b y  200. S an ita ry  condi­
tions a re  said to  be indescribable, 
i t  being impossible fo r  tbe p r i s ­
oners to  keep them selves clean. 
T hey  sleep crowded to g e th e r  on 
s t ra w  paillasSes spread ' on racks  
or shelves. . . . J u d g in g  bv  tbe 
b a t te re d  and  som etimes m utila ted  
condition of som e of tb e  People 
who have  since been released from  
these places, the  t r e a tm e n t  the re  
seem s c e r ta in ly  to be  no b e t te r  
than  in the  bad  old days  of Mr. 
R akosi.”

S Z IG ET H Y  S U IC ID E

A nd only a few  days ea r l ie r  
The T im es had  repor ted  t h a t  At- 
t i la  Szige thy, a  N ational P ea san t  
P a r t y  MIP and Im re  N agy  sup ­
po rte r ,  who w as  v ice-chairm an of 
the  na t iona l com m ittee  in Gyor 
d u r ing  the  revolution , h a d  a f t e r  
th ree  .weeks in the hands of K a ­
d a r ’s  police broken  his g lasses, 
c u t  an a r t e r y  w ith  a piece of 
b roken  lens, and  then w hen  taken  
to  the pr ison  hospital, le ap t  from 
a  th ird -floo r window to b is  death.

I  m e t  Szige thy in G yor soon 
a f t e r  a r r iv in g  in H u n g a ry ,  and  I 
cam e to  respec t him  a s  hn honest, 
u p r ig h t  m an , devoted  to  ' the  
cause  of the  revolution, t ru s te d  
and  loved by Ithe c lo th ing  w ork ­
e rs  and  eng inee ring  w orkers  of 
th e  tow n. I fe l t  h is  dea th  as  a 
personal blow, though  he is  only 
one o f  thousands  ■ whose lives 
have  been snuffed  ou t by th is  
yellow te r ro r  t h a t  K ad a r  and 
h is  m a s te r s  have  b ro u g h t  to 
H u n g a ry .

T h e  day  a f t e r  the E T U  deci­
sion w a s  repor ted , the  Daily T el­
e g ra p h  rep o r ted  the  discovery 
and  t r ia l  «by the  K a d a r  adm in is ­
t r a t io n  of a real, live “W hite  T e r ­
ro r i s t ”— the f i rs t ,  i t  seems, who 
h a s  been discovered by the re ­
b o rn  AVH.

T h is  is an  old m an  of 70, now 
on tr ia l  before  the  te levision 
cam eras  in B udapest ,  accused of 
m u rd e r in g  progressive  people—  
not in 1956, m a rk  vou, b u t  in 
1919. W here  tins  “ W hite  T e r ­
ro r i s t ” w as  under  R akosi’s rule 
is a  m y s te ry :  w hy  he w as  never 
t r ied  before f o r  h is  crim es is a 
m y s te ry ;  an d  it  is a curious com­
m e n ta ry  on K a d a r ’s p ro p ag an d a  
m achine t h a t  i t  is fo rced  to  add 
Some color to i t s  ch a rg es  abou t 
“ W hite  T e r ro r ” la s t  O ctober by 
ra k in g  up a real W hite  T e r ro r is t  
from  the  49-year-old past .

T hese th in g s  m ake the  E T U  
decision all the  more welcome. I t  
is a  m essage  th a t  will sooner or 
l a te r  reach  the  ea rs  of the men 
of Csepel and D unaponte le  and  
give them  com fort  and pew  cour­
age  to  w i th s ta n d  the  orgy  of 
“t r e a s o n ” tr ia ls  t h a t  is now 
sw eeping H u n g a ry ,  inc luding 
poor unhappy  M agyarovar ,  the  
scene of la s t  O ctober’s w o rs t  
m a ssac re  on the  p a r t  of the  «Sta­
lin is t  police, and  now delivered 
over to  the  AVH fo r  new  and  
dreadfu l ac ts  of revenge.

*  *  *

MORE C P ’ERS Q UIT

Besides the  E T U  vote th e re  
have been two o the r  bodv-blows 
to  K ing S tre e t  (.British CP head ­
q u a r te r s )  th is  w eek: the  re s ig n a ­
tion of two fo rm er  m em bers  of 
the  p a r ty  na t iona l E xecu tive  
Commdtee. And no t two “ spine­
le ss” in te llec tua ls ,  e i ther ,  b u t  
two of th e  p a r t y ’s m os t solid 
m ass  leaders: B rian  Behan a n d  
J im  Roche.

B ehan  w as  on the EC until th e  

recen t  Congress. H e w as dropped 

f ro m  the s la te  of nam es recom­

m ended fo r  election to the new 

EC because he had been so c r i t ­

ical of the  le adersh ip  in the  p r e ­

ceding yea r .  H e received, how ­

ever, 188 votes, and  came v e ry  
n e a r  to  b reak ing  the slate. Now 

he h a s  decided th a t  he m u s t  leave 
th e  p a r ty .

Roche, a popu la r  and  respected  

f ig u re  am ong  the  c lo th ing  w ork ­

e rs  of Y orkshire , has held a whole 
ran g e  of p a r ty  offices since he 

jo ined the  OP 27 y ea rs  ago.
T hese  a re  only two am ong the  

s teady  flow o f  re s igna t ions  t h a t  
h a s  followed the  Congress . K ing 

S tr e e t  is rem old ing  the  p a r ty  t o  

its  h e a r t ’s  desire, a  tigh t,  h a rd  
core o f  blindly devoted, lunthink- 
ing  and uncritical m em bers .
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The way W alter Reuther, president of 
the United Auto Workers, seeks to “d&- 
fend” the union movement against gov­
ernm ent control is to do the union-bust- 
ers d irty  work himself. His latest move 
against UAW officials who invoke the 
F ifth  Amendment (see story, page one) 
is a case in point.

A long and growing list of minor UAW 
officials are now being called before the 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee to 
answer whether they “are now or have 
ever been members of the Communist 
P a r ty .”

The immediate purpose of the E as t ­
land committee is to create the  impres­
sion th a t  the UAW is infiltrated with 
“Communists.” The fu rthe r  aim of the 
Eastland committee is to enact restrictive 
legislation governing union elections. 
Eastland would limit the choice of candi­
dates in union elections in as undemocra­
tic a way as the choice of candidiates is 
limited in the state  of Mississippi.

Instead of denouncing the Eastland 
committee and calling for an all-out f igh t 
against it, Reuther has turned on the 
very victims of the racist senator. He has 
cited all officers of the union who in­
voked their  legal rights  under the  F ifth  
Amendment to appear before their  local 
union executive boards to prove th a t  they

are not members of the Communist P a r ­
ty  and are “f it” to continue in office.

Thus Reuther completes the  process 
started  by Eastland. Where Eastland 
would pass legislation interfering with the 
r igh t of the membership to elect whom 
they please, Reuther simply proceeds to 
impose such restrictions himself.

I t  should fu r the r  be noted th a t  Reuth­
e r ’s latest edict is a breach of faith  with 
the union membership. For in 1954, 
Reuther recognized the validity of using 
the F ifth  Amendment. He said: “We rec­
ognize fully th a t  to waive the privilege 
of the F ifth  Amendment involves the risks 
of incurring abuse, mental torture, the 
possible eventuality of being forced into 
the distasteful role of informer on one’s 
friends and form er associates, and final­
ly, the possibility of being cited for con­
tempt of Congress.”

But what is perhaps the shabbiest fea­
ture  of Reuther’s decree is th a t  many of 
the individuals involved in the  Eastland 
hearings have opposed Reuther’s union 
policies. By his latest edict, Reuther shows 
— as he has on a number of occasions 
in the past ■— th a t  he has no compunc­
tion about using the government witch- 
hunters to strike a t  inner-union opponents 
and to s trengthen his own bureaucratic 
control over the  union.

Premier Kishi’s Tour o f Asia
By Ota Ryu

TOKYO, Ju n e  4 — N.  Kishi, 
P r im e  ¡.Minister of Jap a n ,  f in ­
ished his to u r  of .Southeast Asian 
countries  today . H e will visit 
W ashing ton , D.C. a t  the  end o f  
June.

On his tour , which began  M ay 
20, Kishi vis ited  Burm a, India, 
Pak is tan , Ceylon, T h a iland  and 
Taiwan. D u ring  the  la s t  w ar ,  the 
Ja p a n e s e  ru ling  class, whose gov­
ern m en t included Kishi as an im­
p o r ta n t  m in is te r ,  aimed to “ or­
gan ize’’ the whole A sian  a rea  u n ­
der J a p a n e s e  domination. The | 
productive fo rces  of cap i ta l is t  
J a p a n  could not develop w ithou t 
new  colonies in Asia.

COLO NIES N E E D E D

iNow th a t  Jap a n ese  economy is 
recovering from  its  te rr ib le  de­
fea t ,  i t  again  needs m ore  m a r ­
kets, m ore  raw  m a te r ia l  resources, 
more te r r i to ry — in short, i t  needs 
new' colonies. B u t the  Japanese  
cap i ta l is t  class lo s t  its  powerful 
m ili ta ry  .force a f t e r  the  w ar,  and

in the A sian  countries , na tiona l-  
independence revolution keeps on 
developing rapidly . U n d er  such 
conditions, the o n ly  w ay  by which 
Ja p a n e se  cap i ta l ism  can  hope to 
keep expanding its  economy is to 
obta in  A m erican  money.

The A sian  colonial countries 
g o t  th e ir  independence recently. 
In  S o u th ea s t  Asia, th e  na t iona l 
cap i ta l is ts  a r e  t r y in g  to s tabilize 
th e i r  reg im es  bo th  economically 
and politically. B u t they  cannot 
do th is  so easily. The working 
people a re  s tro ng ly  organized, and 
they  could cainfer 011 itheir coun-; 
t r y  th e  sam e kind o f  indus tr ia l  
development a s  in China, were 
they  to  tak e  poli tica l power. In 
th is  w ay th e y  would n o t have 
to  wait m any  y e a r s  before  being 
able to  im prove th e i r  living 
s tan d ard s .  On th e  o th e r  hand, n o ­
w here in S o u th ea s t  Asia can  the  
na t ive  capita lis t  class develop the 
various na t iona l ,economies w ith ­
out. severe  exp lo ita tion  of the  
w orkers  and peasan ts .

T h e  Jap a n ese  ca p i ta l is t  class

Cuban Rebels

East Germany Showed the Way
This week marks the fourth anniver­

sary of the June 17, 1953 general-strike 
uprising of the  E as t  German working- 
class. It was the f irs t  major revolutionary 
action of the workers in the Soviet orbit 
on behalf of workers’ democracy, and it 
thereby showed us the  pa ttern  of the 
whole subsequent course of developments.

Undoubtedly, the East German upris­
ing also contributed profoundly to shap­
ing the events th a t  followed —i the 
Vorkuta strike of political prisoners in 
the forced labor camps of N orthern  
Russia, the Poznan general strike, the  
October days in Poland, the Hungarian 
revolution and the widespread ferment 
among the workers in the Soviet Union 
itself, which in the last analysis is the 
explanation for the  appalling revelations 
of Khrushchev a t  the  20th Congress.

To many workers, who went along with 
Stalinism up to the Khrushchev revela­
tions and the Polish and Hungarian 
uprisings, the E as t  German events of 
four years ago are a dark  and bitter  
memory. Many of these workers swal­
lowed the  lies about the E as t  German 
uprising tha t  poured out of the Stalin­
is t  slander factory. Now they  m ust 
wonder. In the light of all th a t  has hap­
pened and all th a t  we have learned in the 
last few years, isn’t  it necessary to go 
back and pick up the thread of t ru th ?

In E as t  Germany, back in 1953, the 
workers uprising was followed imme­
diately by panicky admissions by the 
Stalinists of the “legitimacy of workers’

grievances.” But alongside of this came 
the  sinister slander, th a t  we also heard 
a f te r  Poznan and Budapest, th a t  the  
legitimate grievances of the workers 
were exploited by the spies and provo­
cateurs of imperialism.

For us, as for all revolutionary op­
ponents of American imperialism, it  is, 
of course, not a question of proving th a t  
Wall S treet did not try  to advance its 
own interests through these uprisings. 
On the contrary. The hand of Western 
imperialism was tb be seen a t  every turn. 
W hat is decisive, however, is the  'com­
plete failure of the imperialists to realize 
the ir  aims.

The E as t  German uprising, for ex­
ample, took on the scope of a genera] 
strike movement of 2.000,000 industrial 
workers in every corner of the  country. 
The workers raised clear demands for an 
end to the  speed-ulp. for democratic 
rights, for the removal of the Kremlin’s 
troops.

At no point did the workers manifest 
the  slightest sympathy for a re turn  to 
capitalism in any form — for the  old 
slavery. The movement pointed to the 
fu ture  not the past.

The pa tte rn  of the four years is a 
pa ttern  of struggles by the Soviet work­
ers for a democratic workers’ revolution 
against Stalinist bureaucratic tyranny. 
This movement did not play into the 
hands of W estern imperialism. I t  ushered 
a new powerful force into the world so­
cialist revolution.

By Anne Chester
M anager ,  P ioneer Publishers

T h is  week P ionee r  P ublishers  
is fe a tu r in g  pam phle ts  on S ta l in ­

ism an d  the  laibor movement. 
T hese  include:

T H E  KIROV A SSA SSIN A T IO N . 
By Leon T ro tsk y .  32 pages. 25 
cents. (P ioneer  Pocket L ibrary  
No. 3).

T h is  pam phle t ,  h e re to fo re  long 
o u t  of p r in t ,  is p re se n ted  in a

new edition. In  th is  work, T ro t ­
sky  na i ls  down th e  S ta l in is t 
f ram e-u p  system  several y ea rs  
before th e  Moscow Trials .

I S T A K E  MY L IF E . By Leon
T ro tsky .  20 pages. 15 cents.
(Ceylon Edition .)

In  th is  pam phle t ,  T ro tsk y  a n ­
swered S ta l in ’s ch arges  and  of­
fe red  to  a p p ea r  before  « n  im­
p a r t ia l  inves tiga tion  commission 
such as w as subsequently  s e t  up

Fidel C astro  (cen te r) ,  leader o f  Cuban  guerr i l la  force 
f igh ting  hated  B a tis ta  dic ta torship , is shown in m oun ta in  
hideout. The an t i-B a t is ta  movement has m ass su p p o r t  th ro u g h ­
out Cuba. In San tiago , fo r  example, th e  en t ire  populace is 
rep o r ted  to  be s t ru g g lin g  a t  all costs to  end B a t i s ta ’s bloody 
rule.

Natalia Trotsky Restates 
Facts of Her U.S. Visit

Byi Daniel Roberts
On June 6. Mrs. Natalia Sedoff Trotsky, issued a 

statemerit in Mexico again denying certain newspaper 
allegations about her recent visit to the  United States.

Mrs. T ro tsk y  declared: “T h e 1®'

u n der  th e  cha irm ansh ip  of P ro ­
fes so r  Jo h n  Dewey. “ If  th is  com­
mission decides th a t  I am guil ty  
in the s l ig h te s t  degree ,” T ro tsky  
s ta ted ,  “ I pledg-e in advance  to  
place m yse lf  in th e  hands of the  
executioners  of the G PU .”

T H E  ROAD TO  PE A C E . By 
Jam e s  P. Cannon. 48 pages .  25 
cents.

T h is  p a m p h le t  exam ines the 
S ta l in is t  policy of “peaceful co­
ex is tence’’ and  outlines the rev ­
o lu t ionary  socialist p ro g ra m  fo r  
p u t t in g  an  end to w ar.

ST A L IN IS M  —  W H A T  IT  
M EA NS. A Crit ica l A ppraisal 
of th e  20th Congress of the  
C om m unist P a r ty  of the  Soviet 
Union. By Anand M ishra. 56 
pages  w ith appendix. 35 cents. 
The a u th o r  deals w ith  th e  con­

ditions t h a t  led to  th e  Stalin  
cult, w ith  the  d e fe a ts  inflicted 
by S ta l in ism  on the  world w o rk ­
ing  class, and w ith  sh ifts  in 
policy of the  Ind ian  C om m unist 
P a r ty  as  they ref lec ted  sh ifts  
in the  K rem lin ’s diplomatic line.

O rd e r  the  above from  Pioneer 
Publishers ,  116 U n ivers ity  Place 
N ew  York 3, N. Y.

press  is  aga in  ca rry in g  news 
item s in connection with my 
recen t  v is it to  New York. These 
item s a re  not based on fac t .  I 
w as not invited to  ap p ea r  before 
any Congressional committee, 
and, as is known, I did no t a p ­
pea r  before  any such com m it­
tee. This  w as  not as some new s­
pap e rs  now rep o r t ,  because I 
w as  in tim idated  by any o rg a n ­
ization or individual, but because 
I never had; any intention  of 
doing so.”

Mrs. T ro tsk y ’s s ta te m e n t  r e ­
fu te s  re m a rk s  made by R ep­
re sen ta t iv e  W a l te r  (D -Penn .) ,  
C ha irm an  of th e  House Un- 
American A ctivities Comm ittee 
th a t  somebody had scared he r  
ou t c f  ap p ea r in g  a s  a “co­
operative w itness” before his 
w itch -hun ting  body. W a l te r ’s 
a l legat ions w ere  p r in ted  in the  
M ay 28 New Y ork Times.

A t  th e  o u ts e t  of N ata l ia  
Sedoff T ro tsk y ’s v is i t  to  the 
U.S. in April, a ra sh  of s to ries  
appeared  in  th e  daily  p ress  
claim ing th a t  th e  purpose  of he r  
vis it  w as  to give in form ation  to 
various governm ent bodies about 
“Comm unism .” Mrs. T ro tsk y ’s 
ca tegoric  denial of these  stories 
w as  carr ied  only b y  the  New 
Y ork P o s t  in its  le t te r  column.

Similarly, h e r  la te s t  s t a te ­
m e n t  from  Mexico, has1 been 
k e p t  o u t  of the  daily  p ress ,  a l ­
though  i t  w as  quoted over a 
New Y ork new scast  on Ju ne  8.

A N E W  CONCOCTION

M eanwhile in obvious r e f e r ­
ence to  h e r  Ju n e  6 s ta tem en t,  
Rep. W a l te r  w as  quoted in the  
Ju n e  10 'New York P os t  as again  
c la im ing th a t  Mrs. T ro tsk y  had 
orig inally  offered to te s t i fy ,  bu t 
had  “ obviously been scared to 
dea th .” A Mexican new spaper, 
has  parlayed  th is  into an a l lega ­
tion t h a t  the  Soviet em bassy  in 
Mexico City  th rea tened  Mrs. 
T ro tsk y  w ith  d ea th  if  she 
ta lked.

T he  p rem ise  fo r  W a l te r ’s 
claim is contained in his declara ­
tion th a t  Mrs. T ro tsk y  had sud­
denly decided to  leave th e  U.S. 
T he  c ircum stances u n d er  which 
she le f t  th is  coun try  w e re  ex ­
p lained clearly  enough by  th e  
May 27 N ew  York Post. “ Of­
ficially ,” w ro te  Mitchell Levitas,

“ she w as n o t  asked to  leave the 
counttry. U noffic ia lly  however, 
i t  w as believed th a t  since her 
v is i t  h e re  w a s  prov ing  u n ­
prof itab le  from  th e  gov ern m en t’s 
p o in t  of vipw, Mrs. T ro tsk y  was 
given to  u nders tand  th a t  h e r  
continued residence h e re  w as  
unnecessary .” In short,  th e  gov­
e rn m e n t  unoff icially  deported 
Mrs. T ro tsky , when she  made it 
abundantly ' c lea r  to the  witch- 
hu n te rs  th a t  th e i r  o r ig inal  
hopes to  uti lize  he r  fo r  th e ir  
nefa r ious  aims, were to ta lly  u n ­
founded.

w as  able to  develop cap ita lism  in 
its  cou n try  because it  w as  able 
to  impose an  ex trem e  burden  of 
exp lo ita tion  011 th e  working 
m asses.  As a  result,  the. Jap an ese  
m asses  had th e  low est s tan d a rd  
of life am ong  cap i ta l is t  countries  
fo r  80 years .  P ro m  1868 to 1945, 
J a p a n  had  no real, pow erful la ­
bor m ovement. The w ork ing  peo­
ple did no t influence J ap a n ese  
political events. T hey w ere  only 
an  object of cap i ta l is t  exp lo ita ­
tion.

C H IN A ’S IN F L U E N C E

A:t the  p re sen t  time, the  cap ­
ita l is ts  in S o u th ea s t  Asia do not 
have a w o rk in g  class th a t  will 
w a i t  SO y ea rs  in m isery . N ever ­
theless , th e  Ja p a n e s e  cap i ta l is t  
economy needs S o u th e a s t  Asia as 
a  m a rk e t  and field of invest ­
m ents. So Kishi decided to v is it 
Ind ia ,  B u rm a  and  the o ther coun­
t r ie s  to find ou t if  i t  w as poss i ­
b le to  rea lize  Jap an ese  aim s in 
the  a rea .  A nd in  th e  course  of 
his t r ip  he w as  astonished to  find 
th a t  China has  a v e ry  s t ro n g  in ­
fluence in  these  countries . He 
found it  h a rd  to  und ers tan d  why 
the  lead ing  people— th e  c ap i ta l ­
is t  class— of th e  S o u th e a s t  Asian 
co un tr ies  have so s t ro n g  a s y m ­
p a th y  fo r  China. .Perhaps, in his 
mind, h e  found it illogical th a t  
c ap i ta l is t  go vernm en ts  • should 
have developed fr iend lier  connec­
tions  with the  Soviet bloc th an  
with cap i ta l is t  J a p a n .

W h a t  Kishi, the  b u reaucra tic  
s e rv a n t  of the  J a p an e se  cap i ta l ­
is ts , fa i ls  to  u n d ers tan d ,  is the  
real s i tua t ion  in the se  countries 
— nam ely , the com ing s t ru gg le  
fo r  po w er  be tw een  the native 
c ap i ta l is t  class and  th e  mass

m ovem ent.  He reasoned  som e­
w h a t  like th is :  The S o u th eas t  
A sian  countries  canno t develop 
th e i r  economy by themselves, the  
U. S. A. has lots of money, and 
J a p a n  has a well-developed in ­
d u s t ry .  T herefore , the  b e s t  solu­
tion is to un ite  the  th ree  ele­
ments; S o u th e a s t  Asia w ould  es­
tablish  its  own in d u s try  w ith  the 
help of A m erican  m oney  and 
Ja p a n e se  technology. This  has 
been th e  prog-ram of the J a p ­
anese ru l in g  class fo r  a num ber 
of years .

Of course, if  the  na t iv e  c ap ­
i ta l is t  c lass in S ou th eas t  Asian 
countries  could rea l ize  political 
s tab il ity ,  K ish i’s p ro g ram  would 
work. B u t then, if  c ap i ta l is t  rule 
in S ou th eas t  Asia w ere  poli tica l­
ly s table , Wall S t r e e t ’s money 
would flow in to  these  co un tr ies  
w ith o u t  Ja p a n e s e  urg ing , an d  the  
J a p an e se  c ap i ta l is ts  would he le ft 
o u t  in the  cold.

On his t r ip  to  S o u th ea s t  Asia, 
K ishi m e t  m a n y  im povtan t p eo ­
ple who in form ed him th a t  “ com­
m un is t  fo rces” a re  “ in f i l t r a t in g ” 
th e  area .  H e became a larm ed 
th a t  if  A m erica  and  J a p a n  do 
no t give political and  economic 
“a id ” to the  native  c ap i ta l is ts  in 
S o u theas t  Asia, th ey  will n o t he 
able to m a in ta in  th e i r  regim es 
a g a in s t  th e  “ red  offensive.”

A las! Kishi h a s  run  into a n ­
o ther ¡roadblock. ,'For i f  the  S ou th ­
ea s t  A sian  c a p i ta l is ts  w ere  to 
ask  fo r  ■ la rge-sca le  help from 
th e  U .S., th e  sm all am oun t of 
a u th o r i ty  th e y  enjoy am ong the 
m asses Would e x h a u s t  i tse lf  r a p ­
idly. W o rk in g  people would not 
to le ra te  the  new colonial ex p lo i t ­
a t ion  th a t  A m erican  “a id” rea l ly  
rep resen ts .

Because of all th e  problem s 
posed b y  the  presence  of a  s t ro n g  
m ass  m ove m ent in S o u th ea s t  
A sia ,  i t  is v e ry  possible th a t  
K ish i’s fo r thcom ing  vis it to the 
U n ite d  S ta te s  will fail —- th a t  
K ishi will n o t  g e t  m any  dollars 
from  W ashing ton .

W hen J a p a n  a n d  all o ther coun­
t r ie s  o f  A sia  shall  have  become 
w o rk e rs ’ and p ea san ts ’ s ta te s ,  
J a p a n e s e  in d u s try  will be used to  
develop th e  A s ian  economy and 
im prove th e  living s ta n d a rd s  o f  
th e  A sian  people. T h ere  will no 
longer he any  cap ita lis ts ,  b u re a u ­
c ra ts  o r  landlords. ' T h e  A s ia n ,  
people will r e ly  on J a p a n 's  ad ­
vanced technology, and  J a p a n  
will become m ere ly  one p a r t —  
an economically advanced p a r t  
fo r  th e  tim e being— of an  Asian 
Socialis t F ed e ra t io n .  W ith in  h 
shor t  sp an  <pf y ea rs ,  m ost Ash'** 
people will obta in  a  h igh s t a n d ­
ard  of living ,as in d u s tr ia l  devel­
opment. sp read s  from  J a p a n  
th ro u g h o u t  ^11 Asia.

C ap ita l is t  J a p a n  today  is in a 
b lind alley. On the o th e r  hand, 
S o u th e a s t  Asia u n d e r  na t ive  c ap ­
i ta l i s t  ru le  can no t go  fo rw a rd  or 
back. I t  is becom ing ever  c lea re r  
th a t  a reso lu t ion  of these con­
trad ic t ions does n o t  r e s t  w ith  
conferences of lead ing  people of 
the  U:S., J a p a n  and  S o u th ea s t  
Asia, h u t  w ith  the  s t ru g g le  of 
th e  w ork ing  people of these coun­
tr ie s  fo r  s ta te  power.

Kishi and his f r ie n d s  in W a sh ­
ington thus have  m an y  problems 
to ta lk  over, b u t  th e y  cannot 
solve them. Only th e  Asian w ork ­
ing  people— including th e  J a p ­
anese  w orkers— can do th a t .

Report Latin American 
Trotskyist Conference

Prosecute French 
Trotskyists for 
Stand on Algeria

On Ju n e  4, T ro tsky ism  w as 
scheduled to  go on tr ia l  in 
F ra n ce  fo r  i t s  uncom promising 
defense  of th e  A lgerian  national 
independence revolution. ¡Four 
leading m em bers  of th e  In te r ­
n a t io n a l is t  Com m unist P a r ty  
w ere  slated f o r  tr ia l  before  the 
11th C ham ber of the  C ou r t  of 
A ppeals in P aris .  The fo u r  a re  
P ie r re  L am bert ,  Daniel Renard, 
G erard  Bloch and S tephane  Ju s t .  
All fo u r  are  being  prosecuted  
fo r  w h a t  th ey  w ro te  in L a  
V erite ,  in su p p o r t  of th e  A lgerian  
independence s t ru g g le  in gen ­
era l and in su p p o r t  of th e  A l­
g e r ian  N a tio n a l  M ovem ent in 
part icu la r .

Since th e  beg inn ing  of the  n a ­
tional independence revolution 
in N ovem ber 1954, no less th a n  
27 issues of L a  Verite, new s­
p a p e r  of the  In te rn a t io n a l is t  
C om m unist P a r ty ,  have been 
seized by  th e  F rench  police. 
T hus, as  th e  May 31 L a Verity 
says , the  t r ia l  of th e  four  will 
b r in g  “ an  en t ire  political 
line . . .  up fo r  rev iew  —  and 
an en t ire  epoch: th e  f i r s t  14 
m onths  of a w a r  fo r  colonial 
reconquest.” >

On Ju n e  4 also, h ea r ing s  of 
Jacques P r iv as  and P ie r re  F rank ,  
associated  w ith  La V erite  des 
T rava il leu rs  and likewise on 
tr ia l  ■ fo r  w ri t in g  on behalf  of 
A lgerian  independence, will take  
p lace before  th e  16th Appeals 
C ourt of th e  Seine.

(Special to the  M ili tan t)

A conference  o f  L atin  A m er ­
ican T ro tsk y is ts ,  with d e lega tes  
from  d if fe ren t  countries ,  w as 
held recently . I t  w as a  m eeting  
of adheren ts  of th e  In te rn a t io n a l  
C om m ittee  of th e  F o u rth  I n t e r ­
na t iona l— th e  orthodox T ro tsk y ­
is ts .  T he  m ost positive accom ­
plishm ent of th e  conference was 
the  e laboration of a unified poli­
cy fo r  L a tin  A merica.

T he  Activ ities R ep o r t  gave ev­
idence of the  rap id  advance of 
the  orthodox T ro tsk y is t  ten d en ­
cy in '  v a r ious  L a tin  American 
countries .

In A rgen tina , T ro tsk y is ts  have 
established them selves a s  one 
of th e  s t ro n g e s t  political te n ­
dencies am ong w orkers  in the 
g r e a t  indus tr ia l  p lan ts  of Buenos 
A ires— th e  m o s t  pow erfu l sec­
tion of the  A rg e n tin e  w ork ing  
class. In  th e  la s t  union election* 
(.September 19i56), tbe  T ro tsk y ­
is ts  won in m ore th a n  20 la rge  
fac to ries  and lost hv  a scan t 
m a rg in  in as m a ny  others. In  the  
m e ta l  .workers s t r ik e  of J a n u a ry  
1957, which involved 250,000 
w orkers ,  th e  T ro tsk y is t s  elected 
a nu m b er  of m i l i ta n ts  to  th e  n a ­
t ional s t r ik e  com mittee . R e ­
f lec ting  th e i r  g ro w in g  influence, 
the  A rg en tin e  T ro tsk y is ts  now 
envisage publish ing a weekly 
p a p e r  w ith  a c irculation of 10,000 
to  15,000.

C H ILE  A ND  P E R U

In Chile, th e  T ro tsk y is ts  have  
form ed an o rgan iza t ion  whose 
cadre  is 90% w o rk in g  c lass  in 
composition. Publication of th e ir  
m onth ly  n ew spaper  is now on a 
r e g u la r  schedule. And w h a t  is 
m os t h earten ing ,  th ey  a re  e x e r t ­
ing  a ce r ta in  am o un t  of influence 
am ong the indus tr ia l  w orkers .  
Thus, in two im p o r ta n t  unions, 
T ro tsk y is t  m i l i ta n ts  w ere  able to 
gain approval fo r  several of th e ir  
reso lu t ions  in  w hich a  class- 
s t ru g g le  po in t of view w as  se t  
fo r th .

In  P e ru ,  a f t e r  the  persecution  
and  ja il ing  of T ro tsk y is ts  under 
Odria, the  POR (the W o rk ers  
Revolu tionary  P a r ty )  h a s  b e g u n  
to  reo rgan ize .  O u ts tan d ing  m ili ­
t a n ts  of th e  APRA have begun  
to  come over to  th e  T ro tsky is ts ,  
who a re  m a k in g  h eadw ay  on the  
b as is  of th e i r  policy of building 
an independent revo lu tionary  so­
c ia lis t  pa r ty .

T he genera l  political rep o r t  
analyzed  the  policy o f  U .S. im ­
peria lism  in L a t in  A merica. 
Yankee im peria lism  aim s not on ­
ly  a t  economic dom ination  bu t 
also a t  lim iting  and  cu rta il ing  
th e  political independence of the  
L atin  A m erican  countries .  The 
m ost concre te  proof of th is  is to  
be found in the  m il i ta ry  pacts  
which fo rce  th e  coun tr ies  of the 
continen t to  go to  w a r  w hen the  
U.S. governm ent wills it.

In  o rder  to coun te r  U.S. colo­
nialism, th e  T ro tsk y is t  co n fe r ­
ence resolved to  push fo r  a L atin  
A m erican  conference of unions 
to  mobilize the w ork ing  class fo r  
s t ru g g le  and to  form  a L atin - 
A merica-w ide  trade-un ion  fed t 
e ra t ion .

MAIN G AIN S
T h e  re p o r t  noted .tliat the  L a t in

A m erican  w o rk in g  c lass w as  on 
th e  offensive in the  im m ediate  
p o st-w ar period, h u t  is now g en ­
e ra l ly  in re t r e a t ,  excep t in Bo­
livia. Two g r e a t  ga ins c h a ra c te r ­
ize th e  developm ent of the  w ork ­
e r s ’ m ovem ent during  the  la s t  15 
years .  T hese  a re :  (1) a consider­
able extension of union o rg an iz ­
a t ion ; (2) a  s ign if ican t w ork ing  
class pa rt ic ipa tion  in the  national 
independence movement. In the  
process, th e  w ork ing  class  made 
heroic e f fo r ts  to  overcome th e  
lim its im posed on the  na t iona l is t  
m ovem ent by a  leadersh ip  tied 
to th e  c a p i ta l is t  class. C lear  ex­
am ples  w ere  the  armted mobiliza­
tion of the  A rg en tine  w orke rs  on 
Ju n e  IG, 1955; th e  genera l  s t r ikes  
of the  Chilean w o rk e rs  in 1955; 
and, above all, th e  events of the 
Bolivian revolution  since 1953.

T he  T ro tsk y is t  conference con­
cluded th a t  the  n ex t  s t a g e  of th e  
c lass  s t ru g g le  in  L a tin  A merica 
will be  of a  defensive c h a ra c te r  
— nam ely , reo rg an iza t io n  of the  
union m ovem ent ,  unification  of 
unions on  indus try -w ide  and n a ­
tion-wide bases  and defense  o f  
the  living s tan d a rd s  o f  the  w ork ­
ing class.

In  a n a ly z in g  the  Bolivian rev ­
olution, flic T ro t s k y is t  conference 
e s t im a te d  th a t  th e  g o v ern m en t  of 
Silles Suazo rep re se n ts  a n  en ­
t r e n ch m en t  of reac tion . N ev er ­
theless , th e  s i tu a t io n  continues to 
•be revo lu tionary , a s  th e  w ork ing  
c lass  stil l re ta in s  i t s  a rm s.

F inally ,  the  T ro tsk y is t  co n fe r ­

ence resolved to publish  a  theo ­

retical m agaz ine  fo r  L atin  A m er­

ica.

...American Forum
(Continued from  pag e  1)

we need to  fo rge  links betw een  
all socialists , both  nat ionally  and 
in te rn a t ion a l ly .” The m essage  
also expressed ad m ira t io n  a t  
“ your courage  in the  face  of 
persecution .”

Included in  the  m eeting ’s 
panel of A m erican Forum  n a ­
tional com m ittee  m em bers  were 
the  following: Joseph Staroliin, 
F a r re l l  Dobbs, David Dellinger, 
A lbert  B lumberg, Doxie W ilker-  
son, G eorge  S try k e r ,  Tim 
W ohlfo rth , John  T. McManus, 
Clifford McAvoy and Milton 
Zaslow. A v a r ie ty  o f  questions 
w ere  directed  to  them .

R eplying to  a  question as  to 
w hy th e  A m erican  F o ru m  has  
no t taken  an  official s tand  on 
“civil libert ies  behind the  iron 
cu r ta in ,” Milton Zaslow declared 
t h a t  i f  the  question “ is m e a n t  to 
c a s t  aspersion  on tb e  F o ru m  as 
an  apologist fo r  d ic ta torsh ip  in 
tb e  Soviet Union or elsewhere, 
i t  is  n o t  well tak en .” The very 
pu rpose  of th e  forum , Zaslow 
explained is precisely to discuss 
th is  and o th e r  questions con­
f r o n t in g  th e  socialist m ovement.

DOBBS ON U N IT E D  F R O N T
A sked if tb e  Socialist W o rk ­

e rs  P a r t y  viewed the  A merican 
F o ru m  a s  a “ united  f ro n t ,” 
F a r re l l  Dobbs replied th a t  i t  
m ig h t  he viewed as  such in  “ its  
d e te rm in a t io n  to use  th e  r ig h ts  
se t  down in  th e  C onsti tu t ion ,” 
b u t  t h a t  i t  defin ite ly  w as  n o t  a 
political united  f r o n t  in t h a t  i t  
confined i tse lf  solely to  a f r e e  
discussion of issues. He said the re  
w as  a basis fo r  un ited  f ro n t  
action am ong  radical tendencies 
on such issues as  civil liberties , 
civil r ig h ts  and the  defense of 
lab o r’s r ig h ts .  T he  fo rum , he 
po in ted  out, does not. p rohibit 
the  organ iza tion  of such actions 
th ro u g h  o th e r  vehicles.

Ai-sked if lie believed t h a t  the 
C om m unist P a r t y  can  p lay  a 
p ro g ress ive  role in th e  re g ro u p ­
m e n t process, Dobbs said th a t  
aside f ro m  a r v  opinion on th is ,  
th e  S W P  “defends uncondition ­
ally  th e ir  r ig h t  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
the  fo rum .” P o in t in g  to  the 
S W P ’s d if ferences w ith  the CP, 
Ddbbs said, t h a t  while he did not

consider th e  C P ’s p ro g ra m  a 
contribu tion  to  a  soc ia lis t  solu­
tion, th e  collective p ro cess  of 
d iscussing  all po in ts  of view, can 
advance  th e  socia lis t m ovem ent 
a s  a  whole.

B LU M B E R G ’s V IE W S
A g ree ing  th e re  a re  “ grave 

d iffe rences” between th e  C P  and  
S W P , A lb e r t  B lum berg  said th a t  
while the  Cl’ felt t h a t  these  d if ­
ferences should be discussed, 
they  viewed th e  m ain  purpose 
of the  forum  as helping “ to tak e  
the  question  of socialism beyond 
i t s  p resen t limited circles.”

The audience responded w ith  
g ra t if ica t ion  as Tim W ohlforth , 
a  leader  of th e  L e f t  W in g  of 
the Y oung Socialis t L eague  ju s t  
r e tu rn e d  f ro m  a  na t iona l speak ­
in g  to u r ,  described th e  g ro w ­
ing  in te res t ,  in socialism am ong  
youth . ■ and  the  w idespread in ­
te re s t  he found am ong radical 
y o u th  fo r  the  A m erican  F orum .

In closing th e  lively discus­
sion, A. J. M uste  declared ag a in :  
“ W e really  mean i t  w hen we 
say we a re  de term ined  to  o p e ra te  
on the  principle of non-exclusion 
of any socialist tendency.”

Reuther Gives Assist to Eastland



The Negro Struggle
-  ■ By John Thayer — — —

Langston Hughes D escribes Blacklisting of Negro Artists
L angston  H ughes, one of A m erica’s g rea t  

N egro  w rite rs ,  spoke ear l ie r  th is  m onth  at the 
N ationa l Assembly of th e  A u th o r’s League of 
A merica. The te x t  of the  H ughes ta lk  appea rs  
below, as  rep r in ted  from the  N ational G uard ian :

Bruce Caton spoke of the  w r i t e r ’s chance to 
be heard . My chance to be heard  as  a  N egro  
w r i t e r  is no t as  g r e a t  as your chance.

I once approached the  P lay  Service of the 
D ra m a t is t ’s Guild as  to  hand ling  some of my 
plays. No, w as the  answ er, they would n o t  know 
w here to place .plays ab o u t  N egro  life.

I once sen t  one of my bes t  known sh o r t  
stories, before  i t  came ou t in book form , to  
one of our oldest and  fam ous Am erican m a g a ­
zines. The s to ry  w as abou t racial violence in 
the  South., I t  came back to me w ith a  very  b rie f  
li t t le  note say ing  the  ed ito r did no t believe his 
rea d e rs  wish to read abou t such th ings.

A no the r  s to ry  of mine, which did no t Concern 
race  problems atj all, came back to  me from  one 
of our best-known editors of antho log ies  o f  
fic tion w ith  a le t te r  p ra is in g  the  s to ry  b u t  
say ing  th a t  he, the  editor, could n o t  tell if  th e  
ch a rac te rs  w ere w hite  o r  colored. Would I m ake 
them  defin ite ly  N eg ro?  J u s t  a  pla in s to ry  
ab o u t  hum an beings from  me w as n o t  up his 
ailey, i t  seems. So before the word man 3 simply 
inserted  black, and before the  g i r l ’s name, the  
w ord  b row nskin— and the  s to ry  w as  accepted. 
O nly  a mild form ofi racial bias. B u t now le t  us 
come to som eth ing  more serious.

Censorship, the  b lacklist: N eg ro  w rite rs ,  ju s t  
by being black, have been 0.11 the b lacklist all 
our lives. Do you know th a t  the re  a re  lib rar ies  
in our country  t h a t  will no t stock a book by a  
N egro  w riter ,  no t even as a g i f t?  T here  a re  
tow ns w here N egro  new spapers  and m agazines 
can no t be sold —  except su rrep ti tiously . T here  
a re  A m erican  m agazines t h a t  have never pub ­
lished any th in g  by or abou t Negroes. T here  a re  
film  studios t h a t  have never hired a N egro  
w ri te r .  Censorship fo r  us begins a t  the  color 
line.

As to the  tan g en tia l  w ays in which m any  
w h ite  w r i te rs  may m ake a  living: I 've  a lready  
mentioned Hollywood. N o t once in a blue moon 
does Hollywood send fo r  a  Niegro w rite r ,  no 
m a t te r  how fam ous he m ay be —  when you go 
into your pub lisher’s offices, how m any colored 
editors, readers ,  or even secretaries , do you see?

In  the book review pages of our S unday  sup ­
plem ents  and our m agazines, how often do you 
see a N egro  rev iew er’s n am e?  And if you do, 
99 t im es ou t of a 100 the  N egro  rev iew er will 
be given a book by  an o th e r  N egro  to r-eview — 
seldom if ever, “ The Sea Around U s” o r  ‘A untie  
Marne” —  and ye t a rev iew er of the caliber of 
A rn a  B ontem ps o r  Anne P e try  or J . S aunders  
Redding could review  anybody’s books, w hite 
or colored, in te res ting ly .

T ake lec tu ring : T here  a re  thousands and th o u ­
sands of w om en’s clubs and o the r  o rgan iza tions 
-booking lec tures  t h a t  have never had , and will

no t have, a N egro  speaker  —  though  he has 
w ri t ten  a  bes t  seller.

We have in A m erica today  abou t a dozen to p ­
fl ight, f req u en tly  published, and rea l ly  good 
N egro  w rite rs .  Do you no t th ink  i t  s t ra n g e  th a t  
of th a t  dozen, a t  le a s t  ha l f  of them  live 
abroad, f a r  aw ay  from  th e ir  people, th e i r  p rob ­
lems, and the sources oil the ir  m a te r ia l :  R ichard 
W rig h t  —  “ N ative  Son,” in P a r i s ;  Cheste r 
H imes —  “The P rim itives ,” in P a r i s ;  Jam es  
Baldwin —  “ G iovanni’s Room,” in P a r i s ;  W il­
liam Denby —  “ Beetle C reek,” in Rome; R alph 
Ellison — “ Invisible M an,” in Rome; F ra n k  
Y erby —  of the  dozen b es t  sellers —  South 
F ran ce ;  W illard Motley —  “ Knock On Any 
D oor” — Mexico.

W hy?  W hy?  Because the  s tones th row n  a t  
A u therine  Lucy a t  the  U nivers ity  of A labam a 
are  th row n a t  them, too. Because the  shadow of 
M ontgom ery and the  bombs under  Rev. K in g ’s 
house shadow them  an d  s h a t te r  them , too. Be­
cause the  body of li tt le  E m m e tt  Till drowned 
in the  Mississippi R iver and no one b ro u g h t  
to  justice, hau n ts  them, too. Because the  J im - 
Crow schools from New Y ork to  N ew  O rleans 
J im  Crow them, too. One of the  w r i te rs  I ’ve 
mentioned when la s t  I saw  him before he w en t  
abroad, said to me, “ I don’t  w a n t  m y children 
to  grow  up in the  shadow of J im  Crow.”

And so le t us end w ith  children. And le t  us 
end w ith  poetry  —  Since somehow the  planned 
poe try  panel, of which I  w as  to have  been a 
p a r t ,  did no t m ateria lize .  So, the re fo re , the re  
has been no po e try  in ou r  N ationa l Assembly. 
Forg ive  me, then, i f  I read  a  poem. I t s  about a 
child — a colored child. I im agine  he r  a s  being 
maybe six or seven yea rs  old. She g rew  up in 
the  Deep South w here  ou r  color lines a re  still 
legal. Then he r  fam ily  moved to  a  N o r th e rn  or 
W este rn  indus tr ia l  c i ty  —  one of those con­
tinual m ig ra t ions  of N egroes  looking fo r  a  
b e t te r  town. T here  in th is  N o rth e rn  city  — 
m aybe a place like N ewark, N. J.,  or O maha, 
'Neb., or Oakland, Calif. The li t t le  g ir l  goes one 
day to a carnival, and  she sees the  m erry -go-  
round going around, and  she w an ts  to  ride. 
B u t be ing  a li tt le  colored girl, and rem em b er ­
ing  the  South, she doesn’t  know if  she can ride 
or not. And if she can ride, w here ? So th is  is 
w h a t  she says :

W here  is the  J im  Crow section 
On th is  m erry-go-round ,
M ister, cause I w an t to  r ide?
■Down South  w here I come from  
W hite  and colored 
C an’t s i t  side by side.
Down South on the  t r a in  
T here ’s a J im  Crow car,
On the bus we’r e  p u t  in the  back 
—  But th e re  a in’t  no back 
To a merry '-go-round!
W here ’s the horse 
Fo r  a kidl t h a t ’s black?

—  L angston  H ughes

V OLUM E XXI MONDAY, J U N E  17, 1957 N U M B E R  24

Rosnura R evoaltas  and Ju an  Chacon a re  the  lead ing  p lay ­
e rs  in Salt of the  E a r th ,  the  independently-produced, fu l l- leng th1 
motion pic ture which depicts in  m agnificen tly  a r t is t ic  fash ion  
the insp iring  s t ru g g le  of Sou thw este rn  m etal m iners  and th e ir  
wives in a s tr ike . T he M ili tan t L abor Forum  is holding a 
three-da> show ing of the  film a t  116 U nivers ity  Place, N ew  
York, June  21 and 22 a t  9 p<.m. and Ju n e  23 a t  5 p.m.

Rarick Again Offers Aid 
To M ’Clellan Committee

DETR O IT, J u n e  8 —  Don 

Rarick, D ues P ro te s t  candidate  

a g a in s t  David J .  McDonald fo r  
the  U nited  Stee l W orkers ’ p res i ­
dency la s t  w in te r,  to ld  a  ra lly  

of his su p p o r te rs  in  D istr ic t 29 

he re  to n ig h t  t h a t  he  would 

g ladly  coopera te  w ith  t h e  
McClellan “ A n ti-R acke ts” Sen­
a te  Com m ittee . The Sena te  body 
h a s  s ta r te d  an  inves tiga tion  into 
th e  m isuse of funds  by the  
union’s in te rna t iona l officers in 
the  stee l w o rk e rs ’ election cam ­
paign . T o n ig h t’s ra l ly  w as  spon­
sored  by the  feank-and-File 
C om m ittee  of Local 1299 to raise  
funds  fo r  the  com m ittee ’s  o r ­
gan iz ing  drive in the  big G rea t 
L akes  S tee l local and  to  give 
financ ia l  aid  to  the  N ational

D ues P ro te s t  C om m ittee  headed 
by R arick .

This  is the  second tim e  th a t  
R arick  h a s  sw itched h is s tand  
on the  issue  of co opera t ing  w ith  
the  McClellan com m ittee . R igh t 
a f t e r  the  union elections la s t  
F eb ru a ry ,  he announced he would 
help the  labor-“p robe rs .” Then, 
on M ay 14, fo llow ing a  discus­
sion w ith  m em bers of a  ra n k -  
and-file com m ittee  in  14 stee l­
w orker locals in the  Y oungstow n 
area ,  R arick  s t a te d  he  had  
changed  h is  mind and would 
give no aid to  th e  S ena te  body.

In h is speech ton igh t,  R arick  
so u g h t to  ju s t i fy  his la te s t  deci­
sion to  a p p e a r  n e x t  w eek as a  
cooperative w itness  (before the  
McClellan com m ittee  by  te lling  
o f  a  num ber of ou trageous  viola-

Phila. Meet Hears 
Helen Sobell on 
Husband’s Case

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Ju n e  7 —  
N ea r ly  75 people l is tened  a t t e n ­
tively  ton igh t as  Helen Sobell 
to ld  of the  long legal ba t t le  to 
obta in  a new hearing  or freedom  
fo r  h e r  husband , M orton  Sobell, 
now serv ing  'a th i r ty -y e a r  prison 
te rm  in A lca traz . Mrs. Sobell 
w as  the  principal speaker  a t  a 
m e e ting  sponsored Iby the  P h ila ­
delphia  branch  o f  the  Socialist 
W orkers  P a r ty .  , All proceeds 
w ere contributed  to th e  C om m it­
te e  to  'Secure Ju s t ice  (for Alorton 
Sobell.

T he  f i r s t  speaker  of the  eve­
n ing  was J e a n  F ra n t j i s ,  P h ila ­
delph ia  cha irm an  of the  .Sobell 
C om m ittee . She  spoke of p a s t  ac ­
t iv it ie s  of the Com m ittee  and  the 
need f o r  a  new e f fo r t  t h a t  will 
b r in g  all tbe  fac ts  in tbe  Sobell 
case  befo re  the people of this 
city .

A  docum entary  film  str ip , 
“ W a s  Ju s t ice  D one?”, issued by 
th e  Sobell Com m ittee  w as shown. 
A f te r  the  fi lm , Helen Sobell was 
in troduced  w ith the  read in g  of 
one of her poems, “C ourage .” The 
collection of $112 expressed  the  
■warm response of the  audience 
to  h e r  appea l fo r  suppo r t  in the 
f i g h t  fo r  justice.

M yra  : T an n e r  Weiss, s t a f f  
w r i te r  fo r  th e  'M ilitant, w as the 
concluding speaker .  She described 
w h a t  th e  Rosenberg-Sobell tr ia l 
o f  1951 revealed about the  n a ­
tu r e  of the  FB I and 'the “ legal” 
c rim es  | m ade possible by the 
w itch-hunt h ys te r ia .

NLRB A ttacks Los Angeles
Building Trades Hiring Hall

By Don Hhoenix
LOS ANGELES — members of the Building-Trade 

unions read with seething anger an announcement in the 
local press last month by Henry W. Becker of the Na­
tional L abor R elations B oard’s-iT
21st D is tr ic t  Office, t h a t  the ir  
h ir ing  hall ag reem en ts  would 
have to be changed in o rder to 
“ e l i m i n a t e  d iscrim ina tion” 
a g a in s t  non-union w orkers .  The 
aim  is to force the  unions to 
open up th e i r  h ir ing  halls  to non ­
union w orkers  and  th u s  w eaken 
the labor m ovement. As Becker 
pu ts  it ,  h is  office is de term ined 
to enforce “ open” conditions in 
the S outh lands’ 11 counties.

This un ion-busting  d ec la ra ­
tion by the  Board is  well-timed 
w ith  the  f a c t  t h a t  m os t of the  
building tr a d e s  a re  now nego­
t ia t in g  new contracts . I t  is a p ­
p a re n t  to even the  m o s t  naive 
person th a t  the  s ta te m e n t  by 
Becker abou t the  “ open” em ploy­
m en t policy of the  N LRB is a 
go-ahead signal to s ta ll  o r  b reak 
down nego tia t ions  w ith  the  un ­
ions unti l  a  s t r ik e  o r  lock-out 
develops.

Governm ent em ploym ent agen-

New Data on Role of Women in Industry
W O M A N PO W ER . A S ta tem e n t  by the  N ationa l M anpow er Council 

w ith  C hap te rs  by the  Council S ta f f .  Columbia U nivers ity  P ress, 
New York. 371 pp. $5.00 ®---------------------------------------------------

too m any  priva tions  in order 
t h a t  w orke rs  in the  building 
trad es  would be t re a ted  w ith  
respec t by the  bosses.”

One bu ild ing-trade  unionist 
p u t  i t  th is  w ay : “ If  the  adm in ­
is tra t io n  w an ts  to declare w a r  
upon the  build ing  tr a d e s  m e­
chanics who build the  roads, hos­
pitals , schools, fac tories ,  hem es 
and office buildings in Southern  
California, th is  is a  good w ay  
to go allrout it. J u s t  le t  some 
guy  w ithou t a  union card t r y  to 
w ork  a long  side of us and  w e’ll 
ail leave the  job and go f i sh ­
in g !”

“ I t  seems to  me,” said an ­
o ther, “ th a t  the se  pygm ies in 
the  governm en t a re  now so d runk  
w ith  pow er and a rrogance  th a t  
they a re  t r y in g  to  s e e . how f a r  
L abor can be pushed before  i t  
f ig h ts  back. I ’ve carr ied  a  card 
fo r  over th ir ty -f ive  yea rs  and 
th o u g h t  t h a t  I  w as build ing se­
cu r i ty  and protection  on the  job,cies would then  supply tbe  boss­

es w ith  scabs. And a f t e r  the  
s t r ik e  or lock-out is over, accord­
ing  to th is  new NLRB decree, a 
s t r ik e b reak er  Could apply to the 
union t h a t  he scabbed on and 
the  union would have to p u t  
him  to w ork  or su f fe r  the  pen ­
alty  of some oppressive fine by 
the  NLRB.

Thus, w ith one s troke  of the 
pen some labo r-ha t ing  NLRB 
b u re a u c ra t  hopes to  destroy  all 
the protection  th a t  the  building- 
trade  w orkers  have sw eated  so 
h a rd  to build up.

N O T  SLA V ES

Some of the more outspoken 
m em bers  of the bu ild ing-trade 
unions a re  now saying, “W e are  
no t slaves! We don’t  have  to 
w ork w ith  scabs; W e’ve worked 
loo m any yea rs  and suffered

now th is  f ink  adm in is tra tion  is 
t r y in g  to  destroy  all t h a t  we old 
t im ers  worked so h a rd  to c rea te .”

W A N T  TO F IG H T  

The m em bers  w a n t  th e i r  u n ­
ions to  f ig h t  back a g a in s t  the 
c u r r e n t  an ti- labor d rive of the  
governm ent,  b u t  they  a re  no t 
y e t  su re  how to f ig h t  back. They 
know how to  f i g h t  the  bosses 
on the  economic f r o n t  w ith  s tr ike  
action, b u t  f ig h t in g  the  govern ­
m e n t  t h a t  in tervenes fo r  the  boss­
es isn ’t  t h a t  easy. B u t  the  m ore 
th a t  the  g overm pen t in tervenes 
openly as  an a g en t  of the  employ­
ers  the  c leare r  i t  will become 
t h a t  s t r ike  actions a re  no t enough. 
I t  will become c lea r t h a t  labor 
also needs a political p a r ty  of 
i ts  own to  com bat governm en t 
union-busting.

W om en comprise one-th ird  of 
the  United S ta te s  labor fo rce  bu t 
receive only one-f if th  o f  th e  n a ­
t ional income, and  as  long as th is  
basic inequali ty  rem ains , the  rev ­
olution in  wom en’s em ploym ent 
will n o t  be fu l ly  achieved. B ut 
th e  changes  th a t  have  occurred 
in  the  lives of American! women 
in the  la s t  s ix ty  to  seventy  yea rs  
do have a p ro found ly  revolution ­
a ry  ch a rac te r ,  s ince they  s t r ik e  
a t  the  basic causes of w om en’s 
infei-ior s t a tu s  which lead to  the 
exp lo ita tion  of women in  'both 
m a r r ia g e  an d  em ploym ent. •

More th a n  sev en ty  yea rs  ago 
E ngels  poin ted  ou t t h a t  the  rea l 
reaso n  fo r  the  in fe r io r  position 
of women in ou r  society w as  the  
low value p laced on the  domestic 
labor they  perfo rm ed , an d  he  
concluded:

“ To em ancipa te  w om an and 
m ake h e r  the equal of m an  is 
an d  rem a ins  an  im possibility  so 
long as  the  w om an is  sh u t  out 
f ro m  social p roductive labor and  
re s tr ic ted  to p r iv a te  domestic la ­
bor. T he em ancipa t ion  of woman 
will only :be possible when woman 
can ta k e  p a r t  in  p roduction  on 
a la rge , social scale, and domes­
tic w ork no longer c laim s any ­
th in g  b u t  an  in s ign if ican t p a r t  
of h e r  tim e. A nd only now has 
th a t  become possible th rough  
modern  large-scale  indus try ,  
which does n o t  only p e rm it  of 
the em ploym ent of fem ale labor 
over a wide range , b u t positively 
dem ands it ,  while i t  also tends 
tow ards ending p r iv a te  domestic 
labor by chang ing  i t  more and 
m ore into a public in d u s try .”

E N G E L S  C O N FIR M ED
T he rea l change th a t  has  taken 

place is n o t  t h a t  m ore women a rc  
working, since m ost of them  have 
■always w orked, b u t th a t  they 
have re -en te red  socially p roduc­
tive  labor. A s E ngels  foresaw, 
th is  cam e about, principally  be­
cause modern  indus tr ia l  civiliza­
tion  requ ire s  fem ale  labor, and 
also because dom estic  labor has  
m ore  and  m ore been tu rned  in to  
a  “public in d u s t ry ” —  n u rse ry  
schools, r e s ta u ra n t s  and frozen 
dinners , laund rom ats  and  d iape r  
service, etc.

W om anpower r e c o r d s  the 
change. This a u th o r i ta t iv e  s tudy 
is the m os t com prehensive and 
deta iled  re p o r t  t h a t  I have seen 
on w om en’s  em ploym ent and' fo r 
anyone seriously in te res ted  in the  
question, i t  is a  fa sc in a t in g  book.

'In 1890, only ha lf  of the  - wo­
men in th is  c o u n t ry  w orked ait 
any  tim e in th e i r  lives and  the ir  
a v e rag e  pa rt ic ipa tion  in paid  em ­
p loym ent w as  eleven yea rs .  To­
day, 90% of all women work a t  
le a s t  p a r t  of th e i r  lives, and1 to ­
d a y ’s school g ir l  can an tic ipa te  
abou t tw enty-fivg  y e a rs  in paid 
em ployment. Of th e  28 million 
Women who work in the course of 
a  s ing le  yea r ,  (30:% a re  m arr ied  
and  m ore than  ha lf  a re  over 40 
y e a r s  of age.

N E W  P A T T E R N

T hese  s ta t is t ic s  reveal a new 
p a t te rn  in the  lives of women. 
F o rm erly ,  m os t women who 
w orked expected  to leave the ir  
jobs when they g o t m arr ied  and 
excep t in eases of ex trem e  f i ­
nancial necess ity ,  they  usually 
did s top  w orking. T hey  m arried  
re la tive ly  la te , had la rge  fam ilies 
and  continued child bearing  into 
the  th ir t ies ,  so  t h a t  the youngest 
child in the  fam ily  en te red  school 
while the  m o the r  w as in her 
fo r ties . Today, the m ed ian  age  
fo r  m a rr ia g e  is tw en ty , and 
young  women b e a r  fchcir la s t  
child a t  the  ag e  of tw enty-six . 
This child en te rs  school when, the 
m o th e r  is only th ir ty -one  o r  th i r ­
ty-two, and la rg e  num bers  of 
m o the rs  then  re tu rn  to the labor 
fo rce  w here  they  rem ain1 for 
tw en ty  to tw enty-five  yea rs  (38% 
of m o the rs  w ith  school age  chil­
dren  a re  now w ork ing ) .

This means that many women

have  n o t  only le f t  domestic work 
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in social p roduc ­
tion, bu t t h a t  they  have  also be­
come to a  la rg e  degree  financ ia l ­
ly independen t of th e i r  husbands. 
T h is  will m ean  a  change  in  the  
re la tionsh ips between men and 
women which is  d if f icu lt to  fully 
realize  a t  th e  p re se n t  tim e, be­
cause  th e  consciousness of wo­
m en  h a s  lagged  behind th e  
chang ing  s i tua t ion , and  m ost of 
them  a re  n o t  com pletely aw are  
o f  th e i r  independent s t a tu s  and 
of the  nu m b er  of y ea rs  they will 
rem ain  in paid em ploym ent. This 
is one fac to r  t h a t  con tr ibu tes  to  
the  in fe r io r  position  of women 
w orkers  and especially  to  the ir  
exclusion f ro m  the  professions 
and  o th e r  h igh ly  skilled jobs.

P R O F E S S IO N S  U N C HA NG ED

In  1890, women' const i tu ted  
abou t 5%  of the law yers , doc­
to rs , den tis ts , eng ineers, a rch i­
tec ts  and  n a tu ra l  scientis ts . To­
day  the  f ig u re  rem a ins  about 
5% . This seem s ex trao rd in a ry  
in view of the  f a c t  t h a t  women 
w orke rs  a r e  mow one-th ird , in­
s tead  of one-six th , of the  to ta l 
labor force. A num ber of d if fe r ­
en t  fa c to rs  tend  to exclude them 
f ro m  pro fessiona l w ork as  well 
as f rom  top  m an ag er ia l  positions. 
F i r s t ,  th e re  is the  Classification 
of jobs. Some jobs a re  consid­
ered “women's w o ik ,” o thers  are  
trad it ion  a lly  “m en’s w ork .” T o ­
d a y ’s c lassif ied  columns, which 
a re  a lw ays  headed “Fem ale  
Help W an ted ” a n d  “M ale Help 
W anted ,” p rove  th a t  the  m ost 
im p o r ta n t  qualif ica tion  fo r  any 
job is to ibe the  r ig h t  sex, an d  it  
is s ign if ican t t h a t  the  jobs which 
a re  t rad it iona l ly  “m a le” usually  
pay  a  lo t 'better.

T R A D IT IO N A L  C O N CEPTS
The fa i lu re  of women to  b reak 

in to  the  p ro fess ions  and  o the r 
types of h ighly  skilled w ork in 
la rg e  num bers  ¡9 n o t  due en t ire ly  
to  m ale prejudice. W omen, too, 
a re  conditioned b y  trad it iona l 
concepts  to  believe bhat they  a re  
n o t qualified  f o r  c e r ta in  types 
of w ork, a l though  this s tudy in ­
dicates the basic ab i l i t ies  of men 
a n d  women a re  s im i la r  in ali 
fie lds . W hen necessary  (a s  in 
the  a rm y , especially  du ring  the 
w a r  yea rs )  women have been suc ­
cessfully  trained ' and uti lized  fo r  
a lm ost every  type  of w o rk  e x ­
cep t th a t  req u ir in g  exceptional 
m uscu la r  s t ren g th .  In  the Soviet 
Union, fo r  exam ple, th e re  is no 
sh o r tag e  of doctors  com parable  
to  t h a t  in the  U.S. because la rge  
n um bers  of women a re  en te r ing  
The medical profession.

A n o th e r  fa c to r  t h a t  d iscour­
a g e s  women f ro m  e n te r in g  p ro ­
fessions or superv iso ry  jobs in 
indus try— assum ing  t h a t  they 
have an  o p po rtun ity  to  do so— 
is the  d ifficu lty  of com bining the 
heavy dem ands and  responsib ili ­
t ies  of such w ork  w ith  w h a t  is 
described a s  th e ir  “ responsibili­
t i e s ” in the  home— i.e., ta k in g  
c a re  of the  children, cooking, 
w ash ing  dishes, m opping floors. 
N o t  a ll  domestic labor has  be­
come a public in d u s try — not by 
a  long s ight. N or can  m any  peo ­
ple  a ffo rd  a  se rv an t .  W hen the 
w ife is w ork ing  and the  husband 
helps w ith  the  housework, he 
gene ra l ly  fee ls  t h a t  he is help ing 
w ith  he r  work. (The law s t i l l  en­
t i t le s  a  husband  to h is  w ife ’s do­
mestic services and  considers  it  
h e r  du ty  to provide them .)

LACK O F C H ILD -C A R E  A ID

M any of the  public fac ili t ies  
which would help women— espe­
cially ch ild-care  fac i l i t ies—'are 
no t provided. T here  a re  no fed ­
e ra l child-care p ro g ra m s  and on­
ly th ree  s ta te s  and  two cities op­
e ra te  publicly financed child­
c a re  cen te rs .  T here  is  still g en ­
e ra l  d isapproval of m others  
w orking, especially  m o th e rs  of 
children  under  six and  i t  is 

claimed th a t  child-care cen te rs

would encourage  them  to  take  
jobs . T he  fac t  is, however, th a t  
abou t tw o-and-a-ha lf  1 million 
women -with child ren  under six 
a re  w orking, and  they usually 
do so  because of u rg e n t  financial 
necessity— extrem ely  low income 
of the husband, unem ploym ent o r  
incapacity  of the  husband, o r  be­
cause  they  ¡are divorced, sep a ­
ra te d  o r  widowed.

T he  U nited  S ta te s  provides 
f e w e r  m a te rn i ty  benefits  than  
a n y  country  in  th e  civilized 
world. I t  is a lso  cla im ed th a t  
m a te rn i ty  leave, w ith  both job 
and  se n io r i ty  g u a ra n te e d  and  
o th e r  types  of m a te rn i ty  p ro tec ­
tion would encourage  women to 
r e tu rn  to  th e i r  jobs soon a f te r  
th e  b ir th  of a  child, w hereas  
th e y  ouglit to  s t a y  home fo r  a t  
le a s t  a  few  years .  A gain , i t  is 
obvious t h a t  women m  the  lowest 
income g ro u p s ,  who a re  forced 
to  r e tu rn  to work, would bene fi t  
m ost f ro m  such protection .

A s  long a s  w ork ing  women 
face  the  double responsib ili ty  of

jobs a n d  housew ork  ( i t  h a s  been 
es t im a ted  th a t  the  w ork ing  wife 
av e rag es  a  79-hour week, 40 on 
the job and 39 a t  hom e), i t  will 
be d ifficu lt fo r  them  to  p re p a re  
fo r  or accept h igh ly  skilled jobs 
o r  p ro fess iona l w ork , and  they  
will rem a in  a  low-paid, aoubly 
exploited  sec tion  of the  w ork ing  
class. Only a  co rresponding  rev ­
olution in m ari ' iage  re la tionsh ips 
and  in the  t r ad it iona l concepts 
of “m e n ’s ” an d  “w om en’s” work 
in the  home, as  well as  th e  ex­
pansion  of services which r e ­
p lace domestic work, can rea l ly  
l ibe ra te  w om en an d  m ake  possi­
ble th e  fu l le s t  developm ent of 
th e i r  abilit ies.

In  th is  sum m ary  I have  only 
h igh ligh ted  som e o f  the  s ign if i ­
c an t  m a te r ia l  in  W om anpow er, a 
book which is an  indispensable  
source -of in fo rm ation  fo r  an y ­
one seek ing  .to unders tand  the 
chang ing  position  of women in a 
chang ing  society.

—  Joyce Cowley

Solidarity Brings Victory 
In Seattle Metal Strikes

By John Blair
SEATTLE — The recently concluded metal trades 

strike here provided a splendid demonstration th a t  in ter ­
union solidarity really pays off for all concerned. Strike
action  b e g a n  w hen Hope L o d g e ^ “
79 of the  In te rn a t io n a l  A sso c ia -1
tion of M ach in is ts  sh u t  down all 
of the  shops u nder  its- ju r isd ic ­
tion a f t e r  fa i l ing  to  g e t  sa t is fac ­
tion from  the  bosse s’ W ash isg -  
ton  M eta l  T rad es  A ssocia tion  as 
to -wages and  f r in g e  ¡benefits. The 
m ain  grievance cen tered  around 
th e  issue of s h i f t  d iffe ren t ia l  pay.

A ction by the  Hope -Lodge di­
rec tly  affec ted  th e  m em bers  of 
M olders Local 158 which has  con­
t r a c ts  in th ree  of the  p lan ts  
s t ru ck  by the  M achinis ts . When 
th e  M achinis ts  walked out, the  
M olders w ere also in the  m idst 
o f  nego tia t ing  a new contrac t,  
W ith  half  th e ir  ran k s  a ffec ted  by 
th e  M achin is t walkout, the  Mold­
e r s ’ m em bership  voted to  respect 
th e i r  picketlines.

M O LDER G R IE V A N C E S
The de te rm ina tion  of the H o ld ­

e r  ran k  and  file  to s tan d  solid 
w ith the M achinis ts  w as  s t r e n g th ­
ened by the ir  own m a jo r  g r iev ­
ances a g a in s t  th e  ibosses. J u s t  
prev ious to  going on s tr ike , the 
M olders had  tw ice re jec ted  con­
t r a c t  te rm s , including a  dam ag ­
ing  w a g e  gap  between jo u rn ey ­
m en  and  non-journeym en -and a 
proposal to cu t back overtim e pay 
from  doulbie tim e to  tim e and  a 
half.

A f te r  re je c t in g  these  proposals, 
the  Molders voted  to  s t r ik e  the 
th ree  shops w here  th e ir  m em ­
bers w ere  a lready  inactive  as a 
r e s u l t  of the M ach in is ts  s trike . 
This provided the  affec ted  m em ­
b e rs  with s tr ike  '.benefits, boosted 
th e ir  m orale and  badly shook tne 
m ora le  of the bosses.

The em ployers coun tered  w ith  
a new o ffe r  to the Molders con­
ta in ing  some concessions bu t still 
holding ou t on the  overtim e ra te .  
M olders’ o ffic ia ls  tr ied  to  p e r ­
suade  the  m em bersh ip  to accept 
the  new o ffe r  even though it 
m e a n t  a  th row back fo r  them  and 
would have  s truck  a heavy blow' 
a t  the  s t r ik in g  M achinis ts.

.Militants in the  M olders’ local 
took a  s t ro n g  s tan d  a g a in s t  the 
proposed se t t lem en t ,  declaring  
the need fo r  so l idar ity  w ith the  
M achinis ts . The old b a t t le  cry of 
“ An in jury  to  one is  an in jury  to 
a l l ’’ ran g  ou t in  the  A F L  Labor 
Temple to r  the f i r s t  tim e in many 
years .

A dditional su p p o r t  fo r re jec t ­
ing the em p loyers’ proposal came 
from  the  m any  N eg ro  w orkers  
who a re  m o s t  d irectly  concerned 
w ith  the  need fo r  closing the  pay

g ap  betw een  the  jou rneym en  and 
non-journeym en. E nough  local 
su p p o r t  fo r  the m i l i ta n ts ’ swelled 
up to d e fea t  th e  p roposed  s e t t le ­
m ent.

-Meanwhile the  bosses  tr ied  to 
pull a  f a s t  sw itch 011 the  Molders 
by a r r iv in g  a t  a  s e t t lem en t  w ith  
the  M achinis ts . B u t  thus boomcr- 
anged when the  M ach in is ts  ac ­
cepted  the  o ffe r  and  th e n  refused 
to go th ro u g h  the  M olders pick­
etlines.

W hen fu r th e r  fu t i le  m a n eu v e r ­
ing  m ade  i t  c lear to  the  bosses 
t h a t  they  could n o t  shake  the  
so l idar ity  of the  r a n k s  of e i ther  
union they  fina lly  cam e th rough  
w i th  a sa t is fac to ry  se t t le m e n t  fo r  
th e  Molders as  well.

T he de te rm ina tion  of the  Mold- 
e r  ran k s  to  s tan d  fa s t  with the ir  
b ro thers  in the  M achin is ts’ union 
won them  a closing of the  wage 
gap, con tinuation  of the  double 
tim e fo r  overtim e, an  im m ediate  
6 '/)-cent increase, a la rg e r  in ­
c rease  in 1958, as  well as  sub ­
s ta n t ia l  im provem ents  in fr inge  
benefits . Solidarity  really  paid 
off.

tions of union dem ocracy on the  
p a r t  of the  McDonald machine. 
H e s ta ted  t h a t  his g roup  had in 
i t s  possession 700 R arick  ballo ts 
taken  from  a ba l lo t  box in a 
D is t r ic t  11 local. 1700 McDonald 
ballots had  been subst i tu ted  fo r  
these  in th e  count. H e also 
s ta te d  th a t  the  In te rna t io na l 
s t a f f  w as  t r a n sp o r te d  to the 
E a s te rn  a re a  conference in  New 
Y ork City from  P it ts b u rg h  in a 
TW A  s t ra to -c ru ise r  which cost 
the  union $27,000 du r in g  Mc­
D onald’s feverish  cam pa ign  in 
J a n u a ry  to  line up su p p o r t  fo r  
his candidacy.

R arick  also revealed  th a t  a 
D u es -P ro te s t  leader on the  W est  
C oast  had  been f i red  from  his 
job, an d  blacklisted  f ro m  the  
s tee l industry ,  while h is wife 
had  been h arassed  by th r e a te n -  
ing  phone calls. H e assu red  his 
su p p o r te rs  t h a t  the  McClellan 
com m ittee  ag en ts  would soon be 
in the  D e tro i t  a re a  to  inves tiga te  
un fa i r  election charges  a t  Local 
1299. D u es -P ro te s t  su p p o r te rs  
here  w ere  denied w a tch e rs  a t  
th e  po ll ing  place and w ere 
dr iven  f ro m  the  union hall by 
local cops suppo r ting  the  Mc- 
D onald-Shane machine.

While the  bu reaucra tic  crim es 
of the  McDonald m achine a re  
r e a l  enough, R a r ick ’s tu rn in g  tp 
th e  McClellan com m ittee  as  a  
so lu tion  ru n s  coun te r  to  the  
long-term  a im s  o f  the  rank-and- 
f ile  w orkers  who suppor ted  the  
Dues - P ro te s t  m ovem ent. The 
D u es -P ro te s t  cam paign  in la s t  
w in te r ’s election a roused  the  
f ig h t in g  sp ir i t  of broad s t r a t a  
of th e  stee l w orkers .  I t  gave  
them  the  m eans  to  express  th e ir  
re se n tm e n t  a g a in s t  the  union 
bu reau c racy ’s collaboration  w ith  
the  steel corporations.

LOCAL 1299 CAU CU S

The Local 1299 caucus, fo r  
exam ple, has a t t r a c te d  m any  
young  w hite  and  N egro  w orkers ,  
M exican-A m ericans and  old-time 
m ili tan ts .  The caucus is in the 
p rocess of m app ing  ou t a  p ro ­
g ra m  to b rin g  dem ocracy down 
to the  shop-s tew ard  level and  
of dem and ing  radical changes in 
the co n trac t  all th e  w ay  to 
reducing  the  r e t i r e m e n t  ag e  
in th e  steel mills.

T he  ra n k  and  file of Local 
1299 have a lready  gone beyond 
the  limited p ro g ram  of the  n a ­
tional D u es-P ro te s t  leaders  who 
call only f o r  som e dem ocratic  
re fo rm s  in the  un ion’s const i tu ­
tion. The local caucus is also 
tu rn in g  the  a t ten t io n  of its  sup ­
p o r te rs  to the need to c a r ry  its  
p ro g ram  d irec tly  to  the  floor of 
union m eetings. In  th is  it  
typ ifies  the  m any  rank-and-f i le  
caucuses t h a t  a re  g row ing  
th ro u g h o u t  the  steel union.

R arick  and the  o the r  Dues- 
P ro te s t  leaders  a re  thus  con­
f ron ted  w ith  the  ta sk  of lead ­
ing  a  na t ional m ovem ent in the  
steel union go ing  beyond th e i r  
l im ited p ro g ram  of const i tu ­
t ional re fo rm s  —  a  national 
m ovem ent t h a t  would link the  
b a t t le  f o r  union dem ocracy w ith  
a  b a t t le  a g a in s t  the  a r r o g a n t  
and  p ro f it-b loa ted  steel bosses. 
By his decision to use  th e  Big- 
B usiness dom inated  McClellan 
com m ittee  in his cam paign  for 
dem ocratic  re fo rm s  in the  union, 
R arick  is  tu rn in g  aw ay  from  
th a t  ta sk . He is tu rn in g  aw ay 
from the  kind of m ili tan t s t r u g ­
gle  th a t  alone .can secure union 
democracy.

NO F R IE N D  O F  W O RK ERS

Sen. McClellan, himself, is 
h a rd ly  a  cham pion of w o rk e rs ’ 
democracy. He has m a in ta ined  
h is  s e a t  as a S en a to r  (from 
A rk an sas  on the  basis  o f  the 
d isen franch isem en t of w hite  and 
N eg ro  w ork ing  people, who a re  
disqualified from  exercising  
th e i r  e lem en ta ry  vo ting  r ig h ts  
by  m eans of po ll-tax  qualif ica ­
tions.

McClellan is responsible  fo r  
the  “r ig h t- to -w o rk ” law  in 
A rkansas .  C oncurren tly  w ith  his 
moves to  inves tiga te  election 
co rrup tion  in the  steel w o rk e rs ’ 
union, he is cam paign ing  fo r  
p assag e  of “ r igh t- to -w o rk ” laws 
in  N o r t h e r n  industria lized  
s ta te s .

A N O T H E R  TRO JA N  H O R SE
T he D u es-P ro te s t  l e a d e r s  

would do well to ta k e  w arn ing  
from  th is  t h a t  these  enem ies of 
labor a re  as  anxious as  David 
J .  McDonald to  place a  h a l te r  
on th e  steel w o rk e rs ’ s t ru g g le  
f o r  dem ocracy in th e i r  union 
and to  p re v e n t  th e m  from  
ta k in g  the  offensive a g a in s t  the  
steel barons. Nicholas Mamula, 
the  D ues-P ro tes t  n a t ’l cam pa ign  
cha irm an , has  w arned  su p p o r t ­
e rs  to  be a l e r t  to  “ T ro jan  
ho rses” (m ean ing  M cDonald’s 
henchm en) e n te r in g  th e  move­
ment. The McClellan C om m ittee  
is  an even m ore s in is te r  and 
dangerous  T ro jan  horse fo r  t lie 
new  and agg ress ive  rank-and- 
file movem ent in the  steel w ork ­
e rs ’ union.


