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Stalin-Type Smear
sed on Leninist

Group in Calif. (P

LOS ANGELES, April 16 — Seven figures prominen'-t
in the Communist movement, with many years’ experi-
ence in political, union and Negro activities on the West

Coast, were the victims of a Sta-®—

linist-style frame-up at the
Southern California  District
Convention of the Communist

Party, April 12-14, The main tar-
get of the frame-up was Eleanor
Broady, respected leader in the
local Negro community.

The seven have been heading
an intense political struggle for

See Statement by

William F. Warde

Chairman, LA-SWP
Page 4

a Leninist program in opposi-
tion to the policies of the Gates-
Dennis-Foster tendencies in the
leadership and have been gain-
ing widespread influence in the
L.A. Communist ranks. The ac-
tion against them at the Con-
vention was clearly designed to
cut off free discussion of politi-
cal issues now absorbing the
membership and replace it with
an organizational scandal based
on the story cooked up by the
local CP leadership.

The seven leaders of the Len-
inist Group were specifically
charged with engaging in a se-
cret  “Trotskyist  conspiracy”
with local leaders of the Social-
ist Workers Party. Their accuser

at the Convention was the Sec-
tion Organizational Secretary of
the 46th Assembly District of
the L.A. Communist Party.

In a twenty-two minute “con-
fession” on the Moscow-Trial
model, she told the delegates
that the Khrushchev revelations
had raised many doubts in her
mind about the Communist Par-
ty and its policies. In hen search
for enlightenment she was
brought into touch with leaders
of the Socialist Workers Party
through Eleanor Broady.

She said that she had begun
to read the previously forbidden
writings of Trotsky and other
SWP literature and had been in-
fluenced by it. She took part
in the formation of the Leninist
Group composed of activists in
the Communist movement who
were also looking for answers
to their political problems.

She had written a criticism
of the Draft Resolution of the
CP National Committee which
she mimeographed and widely
circulated in the pre-convention
discussion, This document con-
demns the Draft Resolution po-
sitions on “peaceful co-exist-
ence” as subordinating “the
struggles of the colonial peo-
ples against imperialism to that
of maintaining the status quo

(Continued on page 4)

Plan 1,000 Buses, Trains
For Capital Pilgrimage

By Henry Gitano
Special freedom trains carrying 1,000 demonstrators

each,

chartered buses and motorcades will march on

Washington, May 17, in a massive nationwide public

expression against racist terror®—

A. Philip Randolph, president of
the Sleeping Car Porters told
this writer: “We are calling for
all colored and white people to
participate in this protest.”

The Los Angeles “California
Eagle” (April 11) banner head-
line blazoned: “On To Washing-
ton — 100,000 to Join Mass
Pilgrimage Set for May 17.”

The Pittsburgh Courier in its
editorial (April 20) affirms that
whether it is termed a Prayer
Pilgrimage for Freedom or a
March on Washington, “it will
offer dramatic evidence of the
solidarity and determination of
the pilgrims (or marchers) in
the fight for fullest ecitizenship
for all.”

N. Y. MEET SET

In New York, an area office
has been launched at 217 W. 125
St., in the Sleeping Car Porters
building. A. Philip Randolph has
called a planning meeting for
April 18 of union, church and
fraternal organizations for
mobilizing all New York forces.
Lance Roberts, chief of public
relations, was lining up TV and
radio interviews to publicize the
march. Discussing the mass
protest, Robert said: “In Wash-
ington, there will be many
Southern Negroes who can’t
vote, — but by their presence in
large numbers will make their
voices heard.”

While through the MOW, Ne-
groes are relying on mass action
to defend their right to dignity
and self respect in the tradition
of the Montgomery and 7Tal-
lahassee bus boycotts, white-
supremacists are stepping up
their desperate terrorism.

In Bipmingham, Ala., the third
outbreak of Tracist bombings
within® five months severely
damaged two vacant Thouses
recently $o0ld” to Negroes. The
‘dynamite  blasts rocked the
Incighborhood — a door that was
blown off its hinges was left
‘standing upright in the hole
that was blown in the floor. The
‘Amsterdam News (April  20)
ﬁ'eports that police chief Nance
gave the standard reply: “No
‘arrests yet.”

In Miami, on April 16, a young
Negro, Charles Nesbitt said that
Elmer Post a bus driver, lunged
at him with a money changer
because he refused to be herded

to the rear. Nesbitt was hos-

pitalized for severe gashes on
the forehead. In Montgomery,
on April 16, three Negro women
asserted that a white man hit
one of them with a wrench after
ordering her to the rear of the
bus.

The terror in the South is
aimed at maintaining untram-
meled exploitation of both Ne-
gro and white workers. In
sacrificing for a new South, the
Negro freedom fighters are also
manning the outposts for all of
labor. The labor movement in
its own self interest must throw
its full weight behind the MOW,
it has waited too long already.

United Ma
Day Rally in
New York

For the first time in almost
three decades, New York work-
¢rs will have the opportunity to
Jaarticipate in a junited May Day
rally which will include various
radica) tendencies in the city. It
will be held Wednesday, May 1,
& P.M. at the auditorium in
Central Plaza at 111 Second
Ave. (Near Seventh St.)

The following speakers will
addaress the rally: George Blake
Charney of the N.Y. State Com-
mittee of the Communist Party;
Bert Cochran, editor of the

American  Socialist; Dorothy
Day, editor of the Catholic Work-
er; Myra Tanner Weiss, Vice-
Presidential candidate, in the 56
elections, for Socialist Workers
Party; Dr. W, E. B. DuBois, the
rnoted historfan, John T. Me-
Manus, editor of the National
Guardian and A. J. Muste, editor
of Liberation. The rally will be
chaired by Clifford- T. McAvoy,
Chairman of the Committee for
Socialist Unity, under whose aus-
pices the rally is being held.

The united rally has been or-
ganized under the bunnar of
these demands: “Restore the Bill
of Rights,” “End Segregation
—Enforce the Constitution!” and
“Ban Nuclear
The Tests Now.”

A proposal for such joint ac-
tion was put forward in the Mil-
itant in a March 18 editorial en-
titled, “For a May Day Rully.”
The proposal -gained further
momentum when a similar edi-
torial appeared in the April 1
National Guardian.

Brooklyn Symposium

A symposium on “The Road
to Socialism in America” will
be held at the Brighton Com-
munity Center on Sunday, May
5, at 8 p.m. The speakers will
be A. J. Muste, editor of Lib-
eration, John Gates, editor of
the Daily Worker and Farrell
Dobbs, National Secretary of
the Socialist Workers Party. The
Brighton Community Center is
at 3200 Coney Island Avenue,
Brooklyn. It can be reached from
Manhattan via the BMT Brighton

ell-

Weapons—Stop |
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lled Reuther Machine
Prevailed at Auto Convention

;
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The Reuther machine was well ‘prepared. With Reuther is
Bob Johnston whose name appears on jackets worn by delegates
from Midwest Region 4, which he directs.

Delegates from Flint area locals express their opposition
to the dues increase with makeshift signs and bitter words at
the UAW convention in Atlantic City.
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By Myra Tanner Weiss

APRIL 15—The whole witch-
hunt system that jhas dominated
U.S. politics since the drive for
World War III has been put on
the defensive by the outragel
feelings lof the Canadian people
over the way Dr.'[E. Herbert
‘Norman, ‘Canada’s Ambassador
to Egypt, was hounded to his
‘death by the U.S. government's
persecution of him as a one-time
“Communist.”

The suicide of tke Canadian
diplom:t, April 4, brought into
suarp focus the techniaue of
Congressional  “hearings”
feed on people's past or present
political views or associations,
wirch in themselves do not con-
stitute a crime, and hound them
teo ruin and sometimes death.

. The .S, government dismissed

Beach line.

the - first Canadian protest

that,

agzinst the ‘Senate hearings by
diselainving  executive ~ responsi-
Iolity for the rencwed attack
against Dr. Norman by Senator
Eastland's Internal Security Sub-
committee. Canada was not sat-
isficd 'by this buck-passing and
in a sharp note to the U.S. gov-
ernment, April 10, threatened to
end the 'free and ecasy” ex-
clange of “security” information
that has been practised by the
two governments in the past.
President Eisenhower was
‘asked at his press conference
last Wednesday what he thought
‘of the “propriety of such pub-
Ticity,” referring to the unsub-
stantiated charges against Dr.
Norman, His reply: “As usual, I
shall mot criticize anybody. In-
deed, it is my hope that the thing
‘can now be dropped, if possi-
ble. . .”
This

attitude of Eisenhower

Jordan

APRIL 17 — The U.S. State
Department through its spokes-
man Lincoln White announced
yvesterday that the U.S. would
come to the “aid” of Jordan in
the event of aggressich, With

this commitment, the Eisen-
hower Doctrine, designed to
police the Middle East for the
sake of the | American oil
monopoly, found its first ap-
plication.

The political erisis that is pre-
sently disturbing Jordan began
when King Hussein, Apri] 10, dis-
solved the government of
Premier Suleiman Nabulsi and
removed Maj. Gen. Ali Abu
Nuwar as Chief of Staff of the
Jordan army. This move was
hailed in the U.S. press as a
step toward the West — the
“free” world. It was cheered as
a move to stamp out “com-
munists” and “subversives.”

SMOKESCREEN
Actually King Hussein, in-
spired by the U.S. government,

provoked the crisis in order to
Wall

open a breach for the
Street imperialists in  their
struggle against the Arab na.
tional independence wmovement.
The issue of “communism”
about which the U.S. press has
been howling, is merely a

smokescreen. As Geoffrey God-
sell of the Christian Science
Monitor, April 15, put it, “There
is nothing to indicate that Mr.
Nabulsi himself is a Communist,

Crisis Inspired by U. S.

but in his cabinet he had one
Communist and another . . . who
often talks like one.”

King Hussein’s coup was a
risky move in relation to the
Jordanian peomle who have
clearly given the Nabulsi gov-
ernment overwhelming support.
It was under Nabulsi’s premier-
ship that Jordan broke with the
Britislt imperialists, obtaining
promised aid from Egypt, Syria
and Saudi Arabia of $36 million
a year. Declaring itself neutral
in the cold war the government
announced, April 3, its decision
to ecstablish formal relations
with the Soviet Union.

King Hussein’s pro-imperialist
position is decidedly unpopular
in Jordan, In a series of mighty
demonstrations in 1955 and 1956,
the  masses prevented Jordan's
affiliation with the Baghdad
pact and forced Hussein to
cashier Gen. Glubb Pasha, the
British commander of Jordan's
Arab Legion. The October 1956
elections showed the population
overwhelmingly in favor of the
Arab nationalist movement and
for unity with Egypt and Syria.

TEMPORARY DEAL

King Hussein was emboldencd
in his most recent move by
vromises of U.S. aid under the
Eisenhower Doctrine, by the
presence of  Saudi  Arabian
troops placed at his disposal by

Ibn Saud, and by the reactionary
Bedouin chiefs who promised
support.

Still, the 21-year-old monarch

did not dare make a complete
break with the anti-imperialist
pooular masses and evidently
relied upon his nationalist op-
ponents to conclude a “deal” as
a temporary solution to the con-
flict. The new cabinet, announ-
ced April 15, placed Hussein
Fakhri Khalidi, a pro-imperial-
ist, in the premiership and gave
Nabulsi, who was -earlier re-
ported under arrest, the post of
Foreign Minister.

Events preceding the Jordan
crisis indicate the role of U.S.
imperialism’' in the Mideast. On
April 8, Washington announced
tivat Saudi Arabia granted the
U.S. a five-year extension of
the right of U.S. forces to use
the giant Dhahran Air Base in
castern Arabia. This base puts
U. S. bombers within 1,000
miles of the Soviet Union and
strategically situated for any
“trouble” in the Mideast. In ex-
change Saudi Arabia will get
military aid to the tune of about
$50 million.

On April 9, James P. Richard,

IN THIS ISSUE

CP Members

Exchange ()pini(.ms
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craments

Eisenhower’s  special  Mideast
negotiator, announced that Iraq
would get about $12,500,000 in
special economic' aid from the
U.S. At the same time, Richard
complained that -so far he had
received no ‘‘satisfactory™ in-
vitation to discuss the Eisen-
nower Doctrine from the gov-
of Egypt, Syria or
Jordan.

The very next day King Hus-
sein dissolved his government,
The new cabinet Le has formed
represents a ‘‘compromise.” But
the struggle to thwart the will
of the anti-imperialist majority
in Jordan is certainly not over.

Egypt recognizes that the
Jordan crisis inspired by the
U.S., is aimed immediately at

the unity of the Arab nations.
As the Cairo daily, Al Ahram,
put it, April 15, “Today, im-
perialistic danger presents itself
to Jordan under an American
garh,”

Under pressure of the Arab
masses and with the tacit con-
sent of U.S. imperialism, the
Arab nations broke the British
held over their lands. Wall
Street is now driving to estab-
lish itself as the supreme ruler
over the area. Thus the Arab
masses who want an end to all
itnperialist  exploitation, now
face the Eisenhower Doctrine.
As expressed in the Jordan
crisis this doctrine hecomes clear-
ly revealed as a policy of sup-
port to the feudal forces against
the nationalist aspirations of
the Arab countries,

Reaction to Norman Suicide
Puts Witch-Hunters on Spot

evokad an angry  reply- from. a
teading, Canadian riewspaper, the
Toronto. Gldbe and, Meil, . Which
calicd Eisenhowel’s
“effrontery.”

“No one expected the Presit

dent to say anything ‘memorable
of the tragedy, but it might bave
been thought he would .at least
express some regret that a dis-
tinguished servant of Canada had
been hounded to destruction by
the irresponsible and slanderous

attack by a branch of the US.|

government,” said the Toronto
paper. “Instead of this, his state-
ment—apart from a stoek profes-
sion of ‘great sorrow’—awas es-
sentially a defense of Sen.s East-
land and Jenner, Mgz Robert
Morris  [subeommittée- counsel]
ana the rest of the Senate Inter-
nal Security group.”
THREE-SHELL GAME

While Eisenhower: tried- to
throw the blame for® the :uttack
on Ambassador Norman onto the

legislative branch of goverfiment}
the]

with an explanation of
“three-branch coeordinated form
of Government,” the Senate subs
committee continued -to - insist
that the release of the inferma-
tion about Dr. Norman had pre-
v:ously been cleared by the State
Department, an agency of the
executive branch of government.

In addition the tales zbout Dr.
Norman’s- past associations -orig-
inally came from-either the Jus-
tice Department or the-Army In-
telligence or both. These outfits

also belong to the executive
Lianch of government. It is quite
clear thit both executive and

legislative brancnes of govern-
(Continued on page 3)

MORTON SOBELL

'MexicoNote

remarks- an,

sion of Morton Sobell from Mex-

claimed Mexico had deported So-

‘now considering an appeal

_conspiracy to commit espionage.

1 from the country.”

| court that according to law

e files’

1 Secretaviu

| onstrates that Sobell “was neith-

Says Sobell
Not Expell d

NEW’ YORK, April 11— The,
Mexican Department of Migra-
tion has stated that there is ne
record that it ordered ‘he expul-

ico. )

A letter to this effect, on of-
Ticial Migration Department sta-
tionery, was filed' today with the
U.S. Court of Appeals by attor-
rneys for Morton Sobell to prove
that the prosecution lied when it

Lell:
* The new “evidence, in addition
te. previous documentation refut-
g the prosecution, was cited as
-fpi‘tlxox‘ reason why a hearing
anust be held. The Appeals Court,
by
Subell for a hearing to prove his
uHegations, was asked to include
the Mexican letter in its delib-
erations.
HELD IN ALCATRAZ

Sobell, who maintains his inno-
cenee, is imprisoned .in Alecatraz
on a.30-year sentence for alleged

{He was a co-defendant in the
tosenberg case.) He charges
that = the prosecution illegally

kianapped him from Mexico, and
then, to make him appear a fugi-
tive, said he had been deported
vy Mexico.

"The letter was written to a
Mexioon attorney on March 9 “by
censent of the head of the de-
partment” by Migration Inspec-
tor Jose Inez Perez. It was for-
warded to Sobeil's attorneys in
New York by Sobell’'s Mexican
attorney, Dr. Luig Sanchez Pon-
ton.

The letter states: “I wish to
advise you that in the files per-
taining to Morton Sobell, United
States Citizen, there is no record
to the coffect that this Depart-
ment has ordered his expulsion

~ Ini filing the new evidence with
the court; Sobell's attorneys s:id
the letter proves Sobell was not
legaully deported by Mexico, as
UJS.  Attorney Paul  Williams
claimed in recent argument be-
fore the Appeals Court.

ISabell's  attorneys told the
‘any
1emoval by the authorities of the
Government of Mexico must be
authorized by and reflected in
' of the Migration De-
pertment, which s wart of the
de Gabernacion (The
Department of Interior),

They said that the letter dem-

‘

er deported nor in any fashion

expelled” by Mexico.

But the Ranks
Pushed Issue
Of Speed-Up

By Fred Halstlead

The two main features of
the 16th constitutional con-
vention of the United Auto
‘Workers, held April 7-12 in Aft-
lantic City, were the victory of
the Reuther machine in pushing
through all its proposals, and the
evidence of a growing opposi-
ion within the ranks to Reu-
ther's policies. The opposition
was unorvganized, however, and
lacked a clear program. It was
composed largely of delegates at-
tending their first convention.
'The result was that the admin-
istration machire—having adopt-
ed the slogan of a shorter work
week and higher pay and having
mere recently adopted a militant
‘phraseology on speed-up—rolled
through the convention like a
well-oiled steamroller,

NO PROPOSAL

The convention wuas arranged
to avoid discussion of most of the
riressing economic and political
problems now facing the work-
ers in the auto union and the la-
bor movement in general. Thus,
the Reuther machine had no pro-
pesals ‘to counter the anti-union
cffensive unleashed by the Me-
Clellan Committee hearings. In-
deed. the administiation echoed
the hue and ery about. labor
racketecring by giving the greut-
est weight in this convention to
the “‘clean up” campaign,

Reuther didn't allow time fov
a discussion of his policy of
throwing labor's political might
behind the Democratic Party,
which controls the Senate and
most of the legislatures in states
where  “Right-fo-Work"”  laws
Lave been passed. The issue of
political action broke through
several times on the floor, how-

cver, in other discussions. One
delegate from Indiana said he
opposed the dues inercase be-
cause a Democrat whom the

union had backed sponsored the
vecently passed Right-to-Scab
L.

A big play w- s given to the
establishment  of the union’s
“public review board” which is
now empowered to look into the
internal affairs of the union to
“expose corruption,” An ominous
note for the UAW ranks on the
possible future role of this group
was sounded by Monsignor
George C. Higgins, a Catholic

(Continued on page 4)

Helen Sobell Hits
Witch Hunt at N.Y.
Militant Forum

By Herman Chauka

NEW YORK, April 14—A ca-
pacity audience at the Militant
Labor Torum tonight greeted
Helen ‘Sobell with a grateful ova-
tion. She gave a moving and ef-
fective plea for support to the
fight to win freedom for her hus-
band, Morton [Sobell, imprisoned
for a 30-year term at Alcatraz
by the witch-hunters. The meet-

ing  also heard Myl Tanner
Weiss, 1956 Vice Presidential

candidate of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, and saw a film strip
prepared by the Committee to
Secure Justice-for Morton Sobell
cntitled, “Was Justice Done?"”
Speaking in a soft but firm
veice, Mrs. Sobell described to
the meeting her unceasing seven-
vear fight to raily support to the
movement to win justice for her
husband. The audience s:t silent
and deeply attentive as she ex-
plained, “I have a special per-
sonal responsibility in the fight
fe free Morton. I have the re-
sponsibility of knowing my hus-
band is innocent. I know what it
mesns to be in Aleatraz and I
have the responsibility of know-
(Continued on page 3)
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The CP Resolution
On Soviet Jews

ry Ring

The revelations of crimes committed against the Jew-

ish people in the Soviet Uni

on have had a major impact

on the members of the Communist Party, With the re-

port of J. B. Salsberg on the cur®

rent status of Soviet Jewry, pub-
lished in the February issue of
Jewish ([Life, the concern has
grown deeper. This wide-spread
troubled sentiment is given par-
tial expression in the resolution
on The Jewish Question in the
USSR adopted by the recent
state convention of the Commum-
st Party in New York.

The resolution criticizes the
Soviet government for failing to
carry out its pledge to restore
Jewish cultural and educational
faailities and presses for a pub-
liec statement by the government
spelling out its attitude and in-
ientions on the Jewish quesion.

RECORDS CRIMES

Tn an April 8 editorial, the
Daily Worker hails the resolu-
tion as “a milestoneé in American
Communist treatment on this
question.” 'Relative to past per-
fcrmance, the resolution is a step
forward. (A similar resolution
rever got to the floor of the
Party’s recent national conven-
tion.) Study of the present res-
olution, however, shows that a
good deal more frank and unam-
biguous talk is required before
the “milestone” that the mem-
bership is looking for is actually
reached.

The resolution records t}me
crimes committed against Soxjxet
~Jewry under Stalin, including

the closing down of the Jewish
cultural institutions and the exe-
cution of leading Jewish litera-
ry figures. But it does not ana-
lyz¢ the verified reports, such
as Salsberg’s, of continuing anti-
Jewish practices. Instead it ex-
presses confidence that ‘“‘the So-
viet Party ... will, in the proc-
ess it has begun of examining
the Jewish question and the Len-
inist solution to it, give expres-
sion to the cultural needs and de-
sires of the Jewish people.”
We are further informed by
the resolution that. “Heartening
amidst the agony caused by the

revelations of the 20th Congress

was the fact that the CPSU it-
self had uncovered the errors
anc crimes, branded them as vi-
clations of socialism, and re-
sclved to return to the Leninist
policy on all questions, including
the National gquestion.”

The confidence thus expressed
in Khrushchev and Co. is certain-
ly not heartening. After all, i
was no special trick for Khru-
shehev to ‘“uncover” the crimres
he recited at the 20th Congress
considering that he knew of
tiem as an accomplice in Stalin’s
bloody misdeeds. Furthermore,
there is mot a shred of evidence
to substantiate the claim that
the Jewish aquestion is now being
examined with a view to a “Len-
inist solution,”

SILENT ON JEWS

One of the most 'disquieting
features of the 20th Congress
was precisely the fact that while
Khrushehevy  catalogued many
cther vile crimes, he deliberate-
ly omitted any mention of the
crimes committed against the
Jews. Most Tevealing on this
count was his detailed discussion
of the infamous “Doctors’ case,”
ir which he managed to avoid
any reference to the anti-Semitic
character of dthat particular
frame-up.

The revelations about the So-
viet Jews did not come from the
Soviet government — either be-
fore, during, or after the 20th
Congress. They were made, on
April 4, by the Warsaw Jewish-
Janguage paper, Folksstimme.
Since then there has been, to our
knowledge, but one public refer-
‘cnce to the Folksstimme expo-
sure by a high Soviet official.

In her mnotorious interview

New York

Militant Labor Forum

May Day Celebration

“American Labor

at Crossroads”

Speaker: MURRY WEISS

Dancing and Entertainment
will follow tvhe meeting.

Sat., April 27 —8 P.M.

116 University Place
Contribution 50 cents i

STALIN

with Tabitha Petran of the Na-
tional Guardian, Ekaterina Furt«
seva, a leading Moscow function-
ary, declared that she was posi-
tive that if the (Folksstimme rev-
elations were true, “we would
have published them.” Mrs. Furt-
sevze also ‘‘denied emphatically
tirat there ever has been any sup-
ression of Jewish culture or re-
pression of the Jewish people.”
(Guardian, June 25, 1956.)

But ‘the incontestable fact is
thal diserimination against Jews
was and still is being practiced.
Both Furtseva and Khrushchev
have conceded and attempted to
justify the use of restrictive
quetas on Jews in government
cffice. Passports and personal
papers are still stamped “Jew.”
It is precisely such practices that
have compelled J. B. ‘Salsberg to
brand present Soviet treatment
of Jewish citizens as “in com-
plete contradiction with the
ciementary concepts of socialist
equality.”

WHITEWASH JOB

However, the convention res-
ciution assures us, the present
course is one of “steadily cor-
recting the errors of ‘the Stalinist
period,” and this offers “basic
guarantees” of a return to the
Leninist position on the Jewish
question.

If these indeed were simply
“errors” and they were in fact
Leing “steadily corrected” then
a better attitude on the Jewish
question might be hoped for. But
it is nothing less than white-
wash to characterize as “errors”
the actions of the Kremlin
axainst the Soviet Jews and the
entire Soviet people. The most
fundamental of Marxist princi-
ples were scrapped and betrayed.
The deeds committed were
crimes, not errors —and on the
Jewish question, Khrushchev and
Company have even refused to
admit their crimes.

But most decisive is the fact
that Moscow has already re-
versed the course it charted at
the 20th Congress. That congress
signified a decision by the Krem-
lin rulers to grant concessions
to cope with the growing pres-
sure of the Soviet people for a
new deal. But since the upsurge
of the Polish working class and
the revolutionary uprising in
Hungary, the Kremlin has been
backtracking. Its present atti.
tude was perhaps most shameful-
ly expressed in Khrushchey’s re-
cent hoast: “I am a Stalinist!”

This reactionary turn is de-
cisive for the ‘Soviet people in
general and the Jewish people in
particular. Salsberg correctly re-
lates the two problems when he
observes that “the rise and fall
of Jewish cultural and communal
jife coincides with the rise and
fall of democracy in the . . .
USSR.”

Right now the graph is swing-
ing sharply downward. This fact
must be bluntly stated if effec-
tive aid is to be given to the
struggle for the revival of Len-
inist demderacy in the USSR.
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Real Leaders

| WORKERS’ INTERESTS

| revolutiomary

(In our'issue of March 11 we

received shortly afterward. We
caused delay in their publication.

Are in the Ranks

Editor, The Militant:

Like Comrade Argus T am a
member of the Communist Party
ond have been for many years
end like him I am deeply con-
cerned with the future of that
organization. But I do not agree
with his criticism of Harry
Ring’s articles on the CP con-
vention.

In the first place, T think it is
particularly important for those
of us who have been in the CP
for any length of time to be es-
pecially watehful for remnants
of the superficial type of think-
ing which was so encouraged in
the CP and in fact was the only
type of thinking allowed by it.
I constantly catch myself re-
lapsing into the old habits which
sre not easily thrown off after
twenty years.

INCONSISTENCY

I canmot reconcile the charac-
terization of Foster as “the left
leg™ of the same body “nourished
by the social-democratic policy
expressed in the draft resolu-
tion” with the disappointment ex-
pressed by Comrade Argus that
Foster did not “organize and
lead a counter-struggle to the
mighty wave of revisionism and
liquidation spearheaded by the
Daily Worker staff and the New
York State party and its allies
in the National Committee.”

T4 is precisely because Foster
and Gates represent the same
class - collaborationist  tendency
that Foster was incapable of or-
ganizing a struggle against
Gates, And if Comrade Argus is
cerrect in his implication that
the real militants among the con-
vention delegates relied on Fos-
ter and Weinstone to lead the
fight -against the revisionist
forces of Gates, then, unfortu-
nately, the militants beheaded
themselves in advance.

‘We must realize that the en-
tire leadership of the CP in spite
of any demagogic referepces.to
Marxism-Leninism is completely
corrupted with ideas of meéneu-
vering with sections of the cap-
italist class, as witness their com-
plete agreement on ‘“‘the anti-
monopoly coalition,” “peaceful
coexistence” and the like. And

a member of the Communist Party. While expressing agreement
with the criticisms of the CP program made by the Militant, the
letter took issuwe with certain #spects of the analysis of ‘the CP
national comverntion confaified in the reports on the convention by
Harry Ring. At the time of publication of the “Argus” letter we
invited further comment from ‘our reuaders. The letters below were

published g letter from “Argus,”

regret that problems of space
— Ed.)

ers” among the leadership of the
CP and accept the idea that those
oi us among the rank and file
who are class-conscious mili-
tants are now the real leaders of
the CP, although we do not hold
Tformal position as such.

If Comrade Argus feels that,
had Foster prevailed at the con-
vention, he would not have im-
r:ediately proceeded with all of
the bureaucratic means so well
krown to the OP to completely
suppress any opposition to the
line as laid down in Moscow,
then Comrade Argus must be
telking about a different [Foster
than the one I know,

A BETTER OUTCOME

To assume that Foster’s crack-
down, had he been victorious,
weuld have been directed solely
at the Gates faction and would

FOSTER

not have been applied equally to
the advocates of class struggle
within the CP is to ignore the
entire history of Stalinism and
its contimiing role within the
Ccmmunist Party of the Soviet
Umnion. I am -of the opinion that
Harry Ring and the SWP are
verfectly correct fin their positive
evaluation of the fact that the
convention provided for contin-
uing discussions within the CP
znd allowed much more latitude
towards ‘participation in forums,
ete., with other left groups.
Because, iin the last analysis,
what are we after? T am sure
that Harry Ring, the SWP, Com-
rade Argus and all other mem-
bers of the OP who accept Marx-

CP MEMBERS EXCHANGE OPINIONS

class struggle are united in our
desire to build a powerful, Marx-
1st-Leninist organization in the
United States. And I think we
would all agree that the most
innmediate job in this direction is
te reseducate the true militunts
in and around the Communist
*arty who have been misled for
so many years. Ts there any ques-
tior. that the atmosphere is more
favorable for doing this than it
weculd have been had Foster won
control? 1 think not.

Comradely,
Phoenix

Experience
In Northwest

Dear Comrade Argus,

I am writing through the
generously offered discussion
columns of the Militant, to ex-
press my complete agreement
with the direction of your poli-
tical orientation. I was very in-
terested in your personal ex-
periences and history in the
Communist Party and concluded
that you, like myself, a long-
time “militant” in the Party, are
making a fundamental re-
evaluation since the events fol-
lowing the 20th Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union,

In a careful study of your
letter, and of the articles by
Harry Ring whieh you refer to,
I find that I cannot agree with
your main contention, however
much I agree with your main
conclusion and political direction.

I cannot accept your conten-
tion that there was no Foster
faction. T believe this conten-
tion is refuted by the whole
history of Foster’s control of
the Party, by what I have ob-
gserved of the twists, turns, and
then consolidation of the bur-
eaucratic apparatus into the
Foster ‘camp here in the North.-
west and by the factual material
in your own letter as well.

FOSTER’S GAME

Down through the years,
Foster’s control of the Party has
been based on his manipulation
and exploitation of the Party
activists (the “militants” des-
cribed in  your letter.) This
manipulation was accompanied
by an adroitness in “necessary”
revisions of Marxist-Leninist
“theory,” and an excellent sense
of timing.

This ability of Foster's
enabled him to hold the leader-
ship of activists while at the
same time undermining the
militancy of revolutionary so-

we must stop looking for “lead-

ism-Leninism and a policy of

An excellent case in point is
your own reference to the fact
that the “anti-Gates” militants
looked to, and hoped for a fight
by Foster on the issues of the
Party, Marxism-Leninism and
democratic centralism. (At the
very same time Foster was
boasting in Political Affairs
that he had 'authored “peaceful
co-existence” and the “peaceful
road to socialism” back in 1941.)

Let me turn to our experience
here in the [Pacific Northwest.
In contrast to what you inform
us happened in New York, there
has not emerged here a clear-
cut Gates’ faction. Yet the main
Gates’ views on such issues as

the pro- Democratic party
orientation, dissolution of in-
dustrial sections and branches

and the most social-demogratic
version of the “parliamentary
road to socialism,” were not only
being accepted by the Party ap-
paratus here, but were being
carried out in practice even prior
to the discussion! In other
words, the Fosterites, in control
of the organizational apparatas
here, were carrying out a Gates.
ite wversion of the pre-conven-
tion draft resolution' even be-
fore copies of it were in the
hands of the ranks of the party.

AN EARLY DISCUSSION

But how could the Fosterites
be carrying out a line whose
authors they were -castigating
so sharply? There are two main
reasons for this. First, prior to
the Khrushchev revelations, the
Gates faction had gained the
initiative through the national
discussion on bureaucracy, (True,
this discussion was limited
strictly to the confines of the
“organization” auestion without
any examination of its social
and political roots.)

Then came the Khrushchev
report, which greatly disturbed
and demoralized the Iosterites.
Their god — Stalin — had not
only been tarred with the brush
of bureaucracy, but also called
a murderer! A retreat was in
order. But to where? To the
left? No! — The Fosterites can
never retreat to the left. Even
in the midst of the sharpest
blasts from Gates, Weiss and
Dennis, Foster would end by
saying that ‘left-sectarianism is
still the greatest danger.”

Here lies the answer to the
question you pose regarding the
disappointment of the anti-Gates
forces at Foster’s failure to put
up a fight on program. Why
didn’'t Foster fight? Not be-
cause he didn't have a faction.
Here in  Washington, true
enough, the most vocal of the
Fosterites insist there is no

cialism and the class struggle.

ary part of the legend of the

faction. No faction struggles
ave allowed in the party —-

therefore we are not a faction.
Because of this, many who are
unaware of "the maneuvers and
closed sessions of the tightiy-
knit bureaucratic cliques really
believe the claim that a faction
doesn’t exist.

TH1 GREATBER DANGER

These are largely the mem-
bers whom you refer to as the
ones who “do not yet realize he
(Foster) and.Gates are only the
left and right legs of the same
body mnourished by the social-
dexmceratiec policy expressed in
the draft resolution.” But if
they did realize they would be
both anti-Foster and anti-Gates.
More! They would have earried
the fight on the convention
floor against both Foster and

Gates, but especially against
Foster. Why? Because Foster
and his group are the main

danger. In my opinion, Comrade
Ring correctly analyzed the
man danger.

Actually, both the “left and
rieht leg of the social-democratic
body” are, and have been,
nourished by Foster and the
Foster faction, and beyond them,
by -Stalin and the bureaucratic
regime -in the Soviet Union.
Foster maintains the forms, the
terminology, the shape of the
orgamzational  structure, the
historieal pictures; but all of
them purged of their essence,
“revised” and imposed by edict.

The program of Gates is the
same as that of TFoster. The
Gates faction is merely oute
Fostering - Foster. But the mili-
tants in the Party will not follow
Gates because he is clearly driv-
ing towards class collaboration.
There is, however, no guarantee
that these same militants will
nct- fall back into the arms of
Toster, dismayed as they were
that he would rot “fight.” They
have done it before. (I might
point out that I have, too.)

Again, Comrade Argus, 1
want to convey my whole-
hearted, comradely appreciation
for the opportunity to exchange
my views and experiences with
you. As you have noted, my ap-
preciation is coupled with a
readiness for a comradely ex-
change of differences. Along
with you, T thank the Militant

for opening its pages to us and
all who live and struggle for
the socialist cause. May the dis-

cussion and struggle become
worid-wide in  the coming
months,

Comradely yours,

Foster faction. This is a neces-

A Northwest Communist

Dunne Gives

SWP Views
At Chi. Meet

By J. Travis

Chicago, April 7—Deep inter-
est in the prospects for socialist
regrofipment was apparent at a
meeting sponsored this afternoon
by the Washington Park Forum
ai the meeting hall of the So-
cialist Workers Party. Some 80
peaple representing a cross-sec-
tior of radical opinion, heard V,
R. Dunne present the views of
the SWIP on the need for a re-
alignment of revolutionary so-
cialist foreces, Claude Lightfoot,
Chairman of the Illinois-Indiana
District of the Communist Par-
ty, who was scheduled to share
the platform with Dunne, was
unable to attend.

In his presentation, Dunne dis-
cussed 'the programmatic vicws
centained in the statement of the
Nitional Committee of the SWP
which is published in pamphlet
form under the title: “Regroup-
ment — A Programmatic Basis
for Sociulist Unity.” Elaborat-
ing on the points in the stafe-
ment, Dunne emphasized that the
SWIP welcomed a discussion of
other views on the problem. He
«1s0 stressed the need for united-
front activity on civil liberties
and civil rights while the re-
groupment discussion is contin-
ned and expanded.

ADDS POINT

Hitting at the anti-labor at-
tack spearheaded by the McClel-
len Senate investigating commit-
tee, Dunne proposed that the
means for combatting the drive
against the unions should also be

ircluded in the current discus-
sions.
Leaders of the Washington

Park TForum expressed gratifica-
tion at the present exchange of
views between the various radi-
cal tendencies. John Hamilton
chairman of the Forum, said that
it was the continuing goal of the
group to organize a discussion
between the CP and the SWP and
that they were alveady project-
ing another meeting to be held
at any hall satisfactory to Light-
foot or any other spokesman for
the Communist Party.

The Washington Park Forum
is one of the few free-speech
forums to weather “he witch
hunt. Founded in 1929 it is well
known in Chicago for its role in
helping to preserve free speech.
During the winter months, the
forum meets every Sunday after-
noon from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M. at
206 East 43rd Street. In the sum-
mertime, it moves outtloors to

Washingfon Park.

The

(The following is an excerpt
from Peter Fryer’s pamphlet
“Hungary and the Communist
Party: An Appeal Against Ex-
pvlsion.” Fryer was the Lon-
don Daily Worker's special cor-
respondent in Hungary during
the revolution last fall. His sym-
pathy for the uprising led to his
expulsion from the OP. —Ed.)

e+ .. The network of [work-
¢rg’] councils which sprang up
everywhere in Hungary during
the uprising may be accounted
the biggest single gain of the
whole revolution, and it seems
at the moment at least possible
that this gain will be a perma-
nent one. Even without their be-
ing able legally to co-ordinate
their activities at regional and
national level, these councils are
a powerful instrument in the
hands of the workers. In both
their origin and their manner of
functioning they are a striking
new example of the way the
masses of the people spontane-
ously throw up their own organs
of struggle and of self-govern-
ment in the course of every gen-
wine popular rising.

CHAMPION

If these councils, elected by the
free (and in most places secret)
vote of miners and factory-work-
ers, have been slandered as un-
der the influence of ‘“counter-
elements,” “ad-
venturers, fascists and the sworn
enemies of the people,” this is
first of all *because they refuse
to act as an instrument of the
Kadar government in deceiving
and oppressing the people, pre-
ferring to do the job for which
they were elected—championing
the interests of those who elected
them—as well as it can be donel
under the difficult conditions of
military repression that some-
times extends to armed occupa-
tion of the very factories.

Secondly, the workers’ councils
provided the basis, if only in
embryo, for a workable revolu-
tionary alternative to the Soviet-.
imposed Kadar regime; as Kadar
Wimself put it, they came into
collision with the organs of)
state power; so they had to be
suppressed and slandered. But

their class basis, their sense of

responsibility and their confi-
dence in their own strength when
they organized the distribution
of food and medical supplies and
the maintenance of public order
—and did so superbly—between
QOctober 23 and November 4.

Apart from this vroof, the best
comment on the claim that coun-
ter-revolutionaries have “wormed
their way” into the leadership of
these councils was the recent
statement of ‘Gomulka: ‘'‘The
wqrking class could not be the
leading and most progressive
section of the nation if reaction-
ary forces were able to find sup-
port in its ranks. Agents provo-
cateurs or reactionaries have
never been the ihspiration of the

working class; they are not and |’

they never will be.”
A Yugoslav radio commenta-

tor saill quite <correctly that|’

these councils, which “enjoyed
gréat popularity and ° support
among the workers.” were “the
only real Socialist force on which
Kadar's government could have
relied, yet from the beginning it
‘has wrefused to recognize their
importance. What social force
can make possible the strength-
ening of workers’ and peasants’
authority if sentence of death is
passed on organizations spon-
taneously anising out of the
needs of the working class? So-
cialist dlemocracy in Hungary has
sustained a severe blow.”

EQUIVALENT OF SOVIETS

Organisations of this kind
were called “Soviets” in Russia
in 1905 and 1917 and “Councils
of Action” in Britain in 1920 and
1926, As early as November 1976
Lenin saw the significance and
potentialities of the Sovieis of
Workers’ Deputies when he
wrote: “I believe that the So-
viet should as soon as possible
proclaim itself the provisional
revolutionary government of all
Russia,” even though there were
not only Social-Democrats in the
Soviets.

In the first of his Letters from
Afar, written ten days after the
outbreak of the wevolution of
February 1917, he declared: “The
Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiérs’
Deputies is a workers’ govern-

Party ‘put forwand the famous
slogan “All power to the So-
viets”; it is true that this slogan
was later temporarily with-
drawn, not because the Social-
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks
controlled the ISoviets—this is a
vulgarization of the change of
tactics—hut because they had be-
trayed the revolution by sanc-
tioning the disarming of the’
vorkers @nd of the revolution-
ary regiments, thus turning the
Soviets into organs, not of rev-
oiutionary struggle, but of com-
premise with the bourgeoisie.
Two months later Lenin was
suggesting a return to the de-

manad of all power to the Soviets.

siirce the attempt of the Social
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks
“to turn the Soviets . . . into
useless talking shops” had failed
ané “‘the fresh breeze’ of the
Kornilov affair . ., . was suffi-
cient to dispel for a time all that
was musty in the Soviet.”

Lenin added: “Let all people of
little faith learn from this his-
toric example. . . . Do not be
afraid of the initiative and inde-
perxdence of the masses; entrust
yourselves to revolutionary or-
ganizations of the masses—and
you will see in all realms of
State life the same strength,
majesty and invincibility of the
workers and’ peasants as they

the councils themselves proved

ment in embryo.” The Bolshevik

regime.
This regime has carried
and torture of intellectuals

1_;ionary workers’ councils in the manner of the old Stalin-
ist gang, whose brutal rule served to spark the October

uprising in Hungary.

The mediums of capitalist propaganda have been
quick to seize upon these reactionary moves of the current
Kremlin puppets to further besmirch the socialist cause.
The principles of revolutionary internationalism demand
that all socialists energetically defend the victims of the
Kadar terror. The capitalist propaganda campaign cannot
be effectively countered by pretending the facts do not
exist. It is necessary to denounce Kadar’s crimes before

the world working class.
The editorial silence of
developments is a shameful

working people and of the principles of socialism. Since
the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union and the revelations made there, the Daily Worker
has several times pledged that it will no longer remain
silent in the face of injustice — no matter where it is
committed. It further pledged to oppose the death penalty
everywhere. We believe the present Hungarian execu-
tions call for a redemption of these pledges. The Daily

Worker should speak out.

Socialism Defiled |

An Editorial

On April 15, the press featured a photograph of three
young Hungarian revolutionists as they were being
sentenced to death for allegedly killing secret policemen
during the revolution. The young woman and the two
young men thus join a growing list of victims of the
counter-revolutionary terror unleashed by the Xadar

out wholesale imprisonment
and leaders of the revolu-

the Daily Worker on these
betrayal of the Hungarian

disptayed in their unity and
ordour against the Kornilov af-
fair, Lack of faith in the masses,
Tear of their initiative, fear of
their independence, trepidation
before their revolutionary en-
ergy instead of thorough and un-
stinted support of it—this is
where the ISR’s and Menshevik
leaders have sinned most.”

This is precisely where Ka-
dar’'s government has sinned
most—though, to do it justice, it
is hardly in a position to disobey
the orders of its Soviet masters.
And this dqs precisely where the
leaders of the British Commun-
ist Party, unwilling or unable to
form an independent judgment of
events in Hungary, has sinned.
Far from addressing themselves,
as Lenin would have done, to a
study of the Hungarian workers’
councils, what they really are
and how they really work, the
British® Stalinists have betrayed
their utter lack of faith in the
creative initiative and revolu-
tionary energy of the ordinary
people by hastening to repeat the
feeble denunciations by the So-
viet-controlled press and radio in
Budapest. It-is no accident that
the Executive Committee’s state-
ment of December 15-16, though
it purports to be an analysis of
the events in Hungary, makes
only one passing mention of
workers’ councils,

The tenacity, resilience and
auqacity of these councils com-
rel admiration, ‘Before the out-
luwing of the central workers’
council of Budapest, it faced an
attempt by Soviet tanks and So-
viel troops to break uv its meet-
ing at the National iStadium on
November 21. At this stage the
council was demanding the rec-
ognition of itself as a negotiat-
ing body representing the work-
ers, the release of prisoners, the
restoration of Nagy as Prime
Minister and the withdrawal of
Soviet troops. These demands,
three out of four clearly and
openly political showed the de-
termination of this body to “in-
terfere” in political affairs as
long as it was able.

A few days later the council|.

advanced the further demands
that it be allowed to meet Nagy,
that a worker’s militia be set up

Hungarian Workers Councils

to publish their own newspaper.
Tliese demands led to the arrest
of several hundred members of
tiie workers’ councils in the first
week of December; they were de-
ceribed as “spies and agents of
capitalism.” It seems that the
ccuncils had been prepared for
this amnd had elected a ‘‘reserve
leadership.” On December 6 some
factories were surrounded by So-
viet troops and Kadar militia.
If one of the objects of the Ku-
Gar regime was to test to what
extent the councils had the sup-
port of the workers, it very soon
found out. Five days later the
Hungarian proletariat staged an
immense and instructive review
oi its forces: the historic political
general strike of December 11-
13.

It was a strike “the like of
which has never before heen seen
in the history of the workers’
movement,” as even the Com-
munist Party newspaper was
forced to admit. I¢ proved con-
clusively that the workers of
Hungary had not a shred of con-
fidence in a “Revolutionary
Workers’ and Peasants’ Govern-
ment,” but were wholcheartedly
behind their own elected lead-
ers. . .. )

It is a strange kind of “Work-
ers’ and Peasants’” Government”
whose answer to a genenul strike
is mantial law and the use of
foreign troops. It is a4 monstrous
kind of “Socialism” which ar-
rests workers’ uelegates, But a
government of any kind which
forces men to work while their
factory is transformed into an
armed camp and then makes
striking punishable by death has
cenfessed its final and irrevoca-
ble bankruptey. Yet this is the
government which the leaders of

the British Communist Party
Tind it possible to advise the
British workers to support.

There is little likelihood of the
British workers' following this
advice. For years we have quite
rightly poured scorn on the Tory
idea that strikes are caused by
“foreign agitators” or “subver-
sive elements” that “infiltrate”
into the workers’ organizations.
ihe attempt to smear the move-
ment of the Hungarian workers
as due to these causes is just as

and that the workers be allowed

stupid and unfounded.
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Support the March on Washington

The greatest mass demonstration
against Jim Crow in American history
will take place on May 17 when the March
on Washington, officially called a prayer-
pilgrimage, takes place. A march on the
nation’s capital has been shaping up for
a number of years.

The mounting frustration at phony
civil rights “fights” by Northern liberals,
the Dixiecrats’ brazen flaunting of the
Supreme Court’s school desegregation
decision and the current reign of terror in
the South by the KKK and White Citi-
zens Councils have convinced the Negro
masses that educational and lawsuit
methods by themselves are not sufficient.
The whole country and particularly the
politicians in Washington, D. C., need a
physical demonstration of the power and
the determination of the forces fighting
all forms of racial diserimination.

On April 5 a conference of national Ne-
gro leaders called for a prayer-pilgrimage
to Washington of at least 50,000. Martin
Luther King. Montgomery boycott leader,
A. Philip Randolph, organizer of the war-
time March-on-Washington Movement,
and Roy Wilkins NAACP head, were
elected to head thé march. It has been
scheduled for May 17, a Friday, because
that will be the third anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s school desegregation
decision.

As the lead editorial of the April 13
N. Y. Amsterdam News, one of the coun-
try’s leading Negro papers. points out:
“This demonstration, if it is worth the

effort at all (and we believe that: it is),
must be a demonstration in which the
Negro people show so much unity of
effort that even the most hardened
politician in Washington will be impressed
by the sincerity of their cause.” This
holds not only for the Negro people but
for all white workers who are truly
enlisted in the fight to kill Jim Crow.
Everyone who can possibly fly, ride, walk
or thumb should get to Washington on
May 17. -

Organized labor is the main ally of the
Negro people in the fight for equality.
Every union local should send a delega-
tion to D. C. Rank and filers should sup-.
plement these at their own expense.

So far there has been an ominous
silence or playing down of the May 17
demonstration by the labor leaders. The
recent convention of the United Auto
Workers heard no mention of the march.
Indeed, the civil rights issue never even
reached the floor for discussion and
Reuther’s keynote speech made only brief,
perfunctory remarks in passing about the
need for racial equality. Yet the fight of
the Negro people against the Southern
terror is labor’s fight, for the racist gangs
are also the gangs used to prevent
unionization, to beat up organizers and
smash picket lines.

Labor must be 100% behind the coming
March on Washington. It is up to mili-
tants in the ranks to wake up the labor
officialdom on this vital point. And it
must be done quickly for May 17 isn’t far
away.

German Scientists Rebel on Bomb

Washington's bid to transform its
world military forces into a power
organized, trained and equipped with

atomic weapons hit a major snag in West
Germany, the heart of U.S. armed might
in West Europe. Eighteen top nuclear
scientists went on strike, refusing to have
anything to do with the production; test
ing, or use of atomic weapons, They stated
their readiness to work on nuclear pro-
jects for peaceful use, but insisted that
their “scientific work placed upon them
the responsibility for the possible con-
sequences of their labor,” N, Y. Times,
April 13,

Chancellor Konrad Adenauer was both
surprised and angry over the statement
issued by the eighteen physicists. He
asserted that the scientists were meddling
in matters that should not concern them.
If the eighteen “meant to say that a small
country like the Federal Republic should
renounce such weapons then I must say
that has nothing to do with physical
science. That is a purely foreign policy
matter.”

Adenauer gave his assurances that the
government “is doing everything possible
to protect them [the German people| from
the consequences of atomic war.”

This is a lie and the eminent scientists
anticipated it. They warned in unequivocal
terms that “no technical means were
known now to defend great concentra-
tions of persons from this danger.”

The statement of the West German
scientists is important for all people
throughout the world. For that statement
brings facts about the preparation for
nuclear war into clear focus. It is worth
quoting at some length as reported in the
April 13 New York Times.

The eighteen physicists attacked the
idea expressed by capitalist politicians in

. imperialist powers are preparing for war

West Germany as well as in the U.S. that
the change-over to nuclear weapons is
only “an extension of present artillery.”
The scientists declared that “each tactical
atomic bomb or shell would have an effect
similar to that of the first bomb dropped
on Hiroshima, The present accumulation
of large numbers of tactical -atomic
weapons could produce even greater dev-
astation.”

The eighteen further declared, “The
natural limits of the possibilities of human
extermination by nuclear weapons are not
known. While a tactical atomic bomb could
destroy a small city, a hydrogen bomb,
which is counted as a strategical weapon,

(Continued from page 1)

ing that what happened to him
could wappen to anyone else. Be-
couse there is that deeply per-
sonal aspect, T have worked in
every way I know how to bring
about his freedom—and not in
the distant future.”

“There are very important po-
litical issues in this case,” Mrs.
Sobell said. Referring to an ad-
verse Circuit Court of Appenls
ruling on the cage, she stated
that the court majority had sup-
ported the notion that “Com-
munists and Communist sympa-
thizers” are more likely to com-
mit espionage than other citi-
zens. This was based on “testi-
mory” given at the Rosenberg-
Sobell trial by the professional
informer, Elizabeth  Bentley.
“This is now part of the law of
the land,” said Mrs. [Sobell. “And
who is a Communist? Some be-
lieve that anyone who doesn’t
conform is a Communist. On such
a ‘basis, every one who is a non-
conformist can be tied to ‘es-
pionage.””

DESCRIBES VISIT

The audience was visibly
mroved as Mrs. Sobell described
a visit to her hushand at Ameri-
ca’s grimmest pemal institution,
“the Rock.” But, she added, “He
is well. He continues to hope and
to fight.”

Discussing present moves to
win a new trial, Mrs, Sobell an-
nounced that a new gdocument
had been presented to the U.S.
Court of Appeals proving that
her  husband had not been de-
ported from that country as the
government falsely claims. (See
story, page one.)

In connection with the current
Court of Appeals hearings, Mrs.
Sobell read from a letter writ-
ten to her by her husband April
4, after a visit by his attorney.
Hce wrote: “Saw Dreyfus [So-
bell’s San Francisco attorney]
this morning and have been feel-
mg fine gll day. How else to ex-
press it? We discussed the pos-
sibility of the court’s returning
it to the lower court—sans opin-
ion—and I delt that this would
put us in a very strong position,
from w long-range viewpoint.

SOBELL LETTER

“Nor did I see that anything
could be lost—except possibly
some more time. But what is
time after six years (tomor-
rew) ? A year has become the
shortest unit of time with sig-
nificanceé. The weeks and months
are mere flashes of speeding
t:me. Nothing can happen in a
flash.”

Coneluding' her appeal, Mrs.
Sobell urged participation in
making successful the May 26
Hudson river boat ride now be-
ing organized by the Sobell com-
mittee which has chartered a

...Helen Sobell Meet

cecasion. “Three thousand people

in any one place,” Mrs. Sobell
declared, “has political signific~
ance. A full turnotit for the boat-
ride will help to guarantee that
Morton will take the boat-ride
from Alecatraz.”

After an extremely effective
wnalysis of the glaring defects
in the government’s case against
Morton 1Sobell, Myra Tanner
Weiss dectared that “No victory
in the fight against the witch
hunt is secure until Sobell is
Iree and the FBI exposed for
all to see what it really is, a
perverter of justice and a tyran-
rous political police.”

HELEN SOBELL

By V. Grey

The suicide of Canadian Am-
bassador to Egypt, E. Herbert
Norman has an aspect to it that
the press generally ignored. Nor-
man was a distinguished author-
ity on Japanese history and cul-
ture. He wrote what is probably.
the best book of its kind in the
English language, “The Emer-
gence of Japan as a Modern
State.”

The book is thoroughly mate-
rialist in its historical amalysis
showing a grasp of the role of
the class struggle. It reveals the
real role of capitalism in the
construction of the bureaucratic-
military state at the time of the
ascension of the Emperor Meiji
in (1868. It tears the religious
and mystical veil, so loved by
Oriental and Occidental reaction-
aries, away from many Japanese
institutions including Emperor-
worship. It shows the real class
content and class purpose of]
these institutions.

Dr. Norman’s book is wdeeply
synipathetic with the centuries-
old struggles of the Japanese
masses. More than that, it ex-]
plains the economic and historic-
al causes of their defeats and
tl'e reasons for the events of

1868. 01t could mot have been

(Continued from page 1)
ment are responsible for the fact
that Norman was hounded to his
death by the witch-hunters,

While the executive branch of
povernment tries to wash its
hands of the tragedy by blaming
tiie legislative branch, no apolo-
gy or expression of regret ema-
nates from Senator Eastland’s
subcommittee which bears the
immediate responsibility for the
death of the Canadian diplomat.
On the contrary, on April 12,
without explanation, Eastland fin-
sisted in jthe Senate that there
was i“a sound reason” for pub-
lishing the information about
Norman.

Meanwhile indignation inter-
rationally over the witch hunt-
ers’ abusive tactics brought pro-
tests against the appointment of
Scott McLeod, thief agent of
McCarthy in the Stdte Depart-
ment, to the post of U.S. Am-
bassador to Ireland. The <on-
servative Daily Telegram in Lon-
dor in an editorial headed “Flat-
Footed Diplomacy” said it was
“highly unfortunate that this un-
palatable promotion should come
within a week of the death of
My. Herbert Norman, the Cana-
dian Ambassader in Cairo,”
whose suicide is the “latest and

3,60G-passenger steamer for the

mest tragic example of the dam-

could make a region as big as the in-

dustrial Ruhr uninhabitable for some
time. The populace of West Germany
(50,000,000) could be destroyed by the
radioactivity spread by hydrogen bombs.”

Great Britain has turned a deaf ear to
all pleas to halt its preparations for a test
of the hydrogen bomb in the Pacific. On
April 15 that government announced that
it would proceed with the test even
though a Japanese “peace fleet” of 264
volunteers occupied the test area.

Let there be no mistake about it. The

and they know it will not be fought with
so-called “conventional” weapons. The
U.S. and its allies have made this clear by
moving to equip their forces with nuclear
weapons. Atomic armament is no longer
a matter of political decision, but of mili-
tary necessity.

Both the protest of German scientists
and the courageous declaration of the

Japanese volunteers who are ready to ex-
pose themselves to radioactive death con-
stitute a heroic challenge to the war-
making intentions of the imperialist
powers. dite

By Arne Chester

Also available in Spanish. 160

rise of Stalinism. Also available

Manager, Pioneer Publishers

This week Pioneer Publishers
is featuring books on Socialist
thought in English, French,
Spanish and Yiddish.

WHAT IS ECONOMICS?
Rosa Luxemburg
(mimeographed,
$1.00.

Material based on a series of
lectures on political economy
delivered to German trade union-
ists. .

REFORM OR REVOLUTION.
By Rosa Luxemburg 74 pages.
50 cents.
In  this

By
54 pages
stiff cover)

*

Marxist classie,

Luxemburg presents basic eco-
nomic arguments against the
theory of “gradual evolution”
from capitalism to

pages. 50 cents.
* & %

THE STATE AND THE S0O-
CIALIST REVOLUTION. By
J. Martov 64 pages. 50 cents.
This is the famous presenta-

tion of the Menshevik view of

the Russian Revolution and is
written primarily as a reply to

Lenin's work, State and Revolu-

tion. (Also available. 103 pages.

40 cents.)

»

MY LIFE. By Leon Trotsky. (In
Yiddish.) Very rare. Two
volumes, 395 and 405 pages.
$5.50.

In his autobiography, Trotsky
concerns himself mainly with the
conditions in Russia that led to
the revolution and the objective

* %

socialism.| ¢onditions responsible for the

in Spanish. Five small volumes.
$2.50.

* * %
ECRITS. Bv Leon Trotsky (In

French) 372 pages. $2.75.

A collection of articles from
1928 to 1940. Only a few copies
available., (Cagh orders only.)

% * *

THE PROLETARIAN REVOLU.-
TION AND THE RENEGADE
KAUTSKY. By V. I. Lenin,
110 pages.

The defense of the Russian
Revolution of 1917 and of Com-
munist Party policies in the
Soviet Union against a Social
Democratic critie,
*

b =

Order the above from Piomeer

Publishers, 116 University Place,

New York 3, N.Y.

Branch Quota Paid Percent
CLEVELAND $ 420.00 $ 610.00 145
MILWAUKEE 250.00 254.00 101
YOUNGSTOWN 300.00 300.00 100
BUFFALO 2100.00 2100.00 100
BOSTON 600.00 600,00 100
DETROIT 1000.00 1000.00 100
CHICAGO 1560.00 1560.00 100
ALLENTOWN 102.00 102.00 100
TWIN CITIES 1584.00 1587.85 100
SEATTLE 360.00 360.00 100
Newark 240.00 235.00 98
New York 5000.00 443710 88
Los Angeles. 4000.00 3406.50 85
Philadelphia 480.00 400.50 83
San Francisco 800.00 640.00 80
Oakland 240.00 190.00 79
Akron 140.00 110.00 78
St. Louis 80.00 40.00 50
General e 105.60 —_
Total through
April 17 $19,256.00  $18,038.55 94%

SWP Fund

a two week extension they
would be able to complete their
quotas.

Allentown, Chicago, Seattle
and the Twin Cities went over
the top this week and joined
the ranks of those with a 100%.
This gives us a total of 10
branches paid in full and on
time.

Cleveland really eliminated all
competitors for top place this
week with a payment of $99.00
to give them a total of 145 per-
cent! Cleveland had upped its
original quota to $600.00 and
then went over this figure by
ten dollars. They have really
earned the top spot.

Milwaukee, which had assured
us last week that they would
be in on time and in full, came
through with not only their
quota, but with $4.00 more to
give them 101%.

The Twin Oities, in joining

write us “here it is all signed,

Extended Two Weeks

NEW YORK, April 17 — Upon request of a number
of branches of the Socialist Workers Party, the Party-
Building: Fund campaign has been extended to May 1. All
of these branches felt that with ®&——

the ranks of those with 100%,

at 94% —

sealed and delivered. T am en-
closing a check for $100.00
which pays our quota in full.
The Drive has been a real m-
spiration and a challenge.” The
Twin Cities have met the chal-
lenge in their traditional way.
paid 100% and on time,

From Allentown we received
a check this week (which put
them in the 100 percent column)
along with the following com-
ment “I wish we could go a
little further but I guess this
will have to suffice for now.”

San Francisco went. from 46
to 80% this week and assure us
that with the extension they
will soon be 100 percent. The
Los Angeles branch as well as
others who are lagging write
us that by May 1 they will have
their quotas in full.

We are confident that May

Day 1957 will mark the 100%

Building Fund.

completion of the SWP Party |

. . « Reaction to Suicide

age still being done by Me-
Carthyism.”

Dublin’s Irish Times editorial-
ly expressed the hope that the
U.S. Senate would block Me-
Leod’s appointment, “It is hu-
miliating,” said that paper, “to
find the United States Embassy
in Dublin regarded as a dumping
ground for a man whom his po-
litical party desires either to re-
ward for dubious services ren-
dered or conceivably, to get out
of the way of doing further mis-
chief. We should be sorry she
[the U.S.] thinks so little of a
nation which has contributed
greatly to her blood and advance-
ment as to send it an ambassador
of whom such meager good has
been heard and so much ill.”

House Witch-llunt‘

Committee Met by

Pickets in Chicago

CHICAGO - Largely as the
result of the leffective work of
‘supporfers of free speech and
press, the House Committee on
Un-American Activities curtailed
its public hearings here to a two-
day session March 26 and 27.
The witch-hunt corivmittee de-
voled its sessions te an at-
‘fempted political smear of Mid-
west foreign language papers.
As the Committee convened,
a group of Chicagoans, organized
by the Chicago Committee to
Treserve Freedom of Speech,
demonstrated in front of the Fed-
era! Courthouse where the hear-
mmgs were held. Their banners
carried such slogans as “Defend
the Bill of Rigthts,” “Abolish the
Un-American Qommittee.” Leaf-
lets were distributed denouncing
the House Committee’s activities
as a challenge to “your right to
read newspapers, to read books,
to see motion pictures.” The
statement was issued under sig-
rature of 15 prominent minis-
ters, lawyers, mprofessors and
civil-liberties figures.

The brief but hard hitting cam-
paign of the newly organized
civil-liberties group succeeded
in focusing attention on the
nefarious work of the House
Committee and of throwing that
veact’onary body on the defen-
sne.

'The committee subpoenaed
rine people associated with vari-
ous foreign language papers, the
manager of the Modern Book-
shiop and the manager of a local
theater which shows foreign lan-
guage films. All defied Commit-
tee efforts to pry into their po-
litical beliefs and associations.

On the eve of the hearings,
Kenneth Douty, Illinois Di-
rector of the American Civil Lib~
erties Union, hit at the Com-
mitliee in a statement which de-
clared: “Clearly mo legislative
purpose can be served by these
hearings. The ‘Constitution ex-
‘pressly forbids Congress to make
laws abridging freedom of the
press.”

A Marxist Quarterly

International
Socialist Review

The Winter issue is now on
sale. It features articles on the
regroupment of revolutionary
socialist forces in the U.S. and
on the American ecoffomy.

35 cents a copy $1.25 a year
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

awritten without an enthusiastic
and conscious dttempt to émploy
the Marxist method.

HIS STUDY A MUST

This reporter, as well as other
Marxist students, owes Norman
a real debt of gratitude. His
book is ‘much more ‘thun a “pio-
neer work” as he once described
it in an apology for its short-
comings.. It is gn indispensable
handbook for understanding the
1:ise of the Japanese ecapitalist
state, One could read dozens of
books on Japan, and without the
aid of Dr. Norman’s book, still
fail to understand the peculiar
revolution that brought capital-
ism to power jn Japun,

Dr. Norman wrote this out-
standing work during his gradu-
zte studies at Columbia Univer-
sity -shortly before the Second
World War. He was still in his
twenties. The times were radical.’
Like many others, he too came
to value the power of Marxist

not he was ever a “Communist,”

ers imply, he was skilled in the
Marxist ‘method and
cnough in his own field, to turn
out a work which even a con-
servative authority on Japan has
labeled “incomparable.” It has
to be -recorded, however, that
Norman mnever cdme near this
peak dgain.

How ironic t¢hat he took his
own life because of American
Sendte accusations about a pe-
rioa when he turned out his best

| fgainst

historical method. Whether or|
as the 'Washington witch hunt-

scholar

A Little-Mentioned Side
Of the Norman Tragedy

work. In the period when the
UlS. was preparing for war
Japan, the capitalist
class had need for scholuvly and
chjective work like that of Dr.
Norman. Today the witch hunt-
‘ers rewsrd men like him with
persecution, The Internal ‘Securi-
ty subcommittee wants only
those who will subserviently car.
ry out their present propaganda
needs. Pliant tools, not scholars,
ure in demand,

TRAGIC DEATH

The less-hysterical sgection of
the capitalist class respected Dr,
Norman, valued his great store
of knowledge on Asia and
mourns him today. His death is
regarded as a tragedy because
he was “innocent.” He had long
age taken his stand with the cap-
italist class. His knowledge was
put at the exclusive service of
the bourgeoisie. Yet he was
kounded and persecuted until, as
he wrote just before his death,
ke “could no longer Ibear the
campaign” against ‘him,

Tt is undoubtedly a tragedy
that he ended ‘his life under
these circumstances. It is tragic
indeed that a humao being should
be compelled to give up his life
to the yelping dogs of treaction
in the U.JS. 'Senate. Within this
tragedy is the irony that his great
creative years were ‘the immedi-

ate pretext for his persecution.
The witch hunters assassinated
one of the few really talented

servdnts of the ruling class.

By Tom Denver

St. Paul, Mar. 30—In a pergon-
al interview today Mulford Q.
Sibley, professor of political sci-
ence at the University ‘of Minne-
sota, and associate éditor of Lib~
eration described his reaction to
a stink-bomb attack by the Amer-
ican Legion.

The stink-bomb attack was a
lest«ditch disruptive effort on the
part of the Legion anti-subver-
sive committee to prevent a sym-
posiutm on “Socialism and De-
moenzey” held in Mandel Hall at
the University of Chicago.
Principal speakers at the sym-
posium, which was attended by
600 students, were Professor Sib-
iey, a national committee mem-
Ler of the (Socialist Party; Max
Shachtman of the Independent
Socialist League; and Fred Fine
ot the Communist Party.

One of the first questions I
asked professor Sibley was what
effect the Legion attack had on
the meeting.

He replied, “Its hard to say—
some came because the Legion
threatened it.” However, he per-
sonally felt that “interest in the
meeting was aroused by the fact
that it was ecoincidental with
Learings being conducted in Chi-
cago by ‘the un-American Activi-
ties Committee.”

He then observed that the Le-
gion’s action was “obviously an
attack on the implementation of
freedom of ‘expression.” He
sdded: “It was not the govern-
ment that threatened the meet-
ing.”

g\’Vhen I asked Sibley if he were
for the defense of all victims of
the witch hunt he rephed, “Of
course!—and for repeal of the
Smith Act!”

Did he think that the Legion’s
action was a sign that reaction-
ary elements are beginning to
respond to the developing dis-

cussions in the radical move-
ment?
“That’s posstble. What we

have to fear most is the pres-
sure of right-wing organizations
to deny to minority groups
the means to express their
views.” He pointed out that the
Minneapolis CIO Labor Temple
had already refused to rent

Meeting
In Support of the Seven
Massachusetts Smith Act
Victims
Speakers:

REV. HUGH WESTON
Prominent Civil Liberties
Spokesman
OTIS HOOD
Mass. Smith Act Defendant
FARRELL DOBBS
Nat'l Sec'y, Socialist Workers

Party
1941 Smith Act Victim
Fri., April 26 — 8 P. M.
Community Church
565 Boylston Street
Contribution 90 cents
(All proceeds for the Mass. Smith
Act Defertunts Committee)
Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party
(Boston Local)

Sibley Discusses Attack
By the Chicago Legion

nieeting halls to the Socialist
Workers Party and to the Coms-
munist Party.

What deferfce should the rad-
ical movement take wgainst fu-
ture attacks?

“The best defence would be a
general committee in defense of
civil liberties, The left is organ-
ized. If they are well organized
and have a measure of solidari-
ty, 'they -can withstand such ate
tacks.”

Was your participation in the
Chicago symposium an indication
of where you stand on the ques-
tion of Socialist regroupment?
“In one sense it was. The
whole meeting had this as a
background—the possibility of
strengthening the radical left.
The feeling wuas that discussion
was very desirable.”

What was the most significant
thing abotit the meeting ?

“The significant thing was
that you can get a large group
together to discuss, Something
not possible three years ago.”
What was the reaction of the
student -audience to the meet-
ing?

“While they were not wildly
enthusiastic, they were very at-
tentive and interested. 1 felt that
they genuinely wanted to know
about socialism and democracy.”
“When each of us [i.e, the
speakers] commended the wni-
versity faculty for refusing to
give into the pressure of the
American Legion, we were greet-
ed with spontaneous' applause.”

Buffalo

May Day Meeting
hear
TOM KERRY
Nat?l Organization Sec'y
Socialist Workers . Party
on
“Ametrican Labor
At the Crossroads”
Sat., April 27 — 8:00 P.M.

831 Main Street

Twin Gities
Labor Forum

“Science, Socialism and
America”

M. H. BAKER
Co-Chairman of Minn. Com-
mittee for iIndependent
Political Action

Fri., April 26 — 8 P.M.
Labor Book Store
322 Hennepin Ave.—2nd fl
Minneapolis
Auspices: Twin Cities Labor
Forum Committee

Lt;s Angeles

The
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
BRIGADE
invites you to its
20th Anniversary
Dance

Sat., May 4 — 8:30 P.M.

Yablon Center
7213 W. Beverly Blvd.

Contribution $1
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(Continued from page 1)
on a world scale” and “a be-
trayal of the struggle for so-
cialism.”

It also took issue with the
CP attitude toward the Democra-
tic Party as follows: “The Draft
Resolution implies that the work-
ers can take over the Democra-
tic Party and use it to advance
their own interests. The Demo-
cratic Party is a capitalist par-
ty — owned, controlled and op-
erated in the interests of capital-
ism. The task of communists
must be to constantly point out
the futility of working through
the Democratie Party and point-
ing out the need and the way
for the workers to build their
own party along class lines:
that is a Farmer-Labor Party
which will defend their class in-
terests.”

After making “frank and open
confession” of her complicity in
the “conspiracy” to spread Len-
inist ideas in the Communist
Party, she told the Convention
that she had suddenly seen the
error of her ways and several
weeks before the convention in-
formed the local CP chairman,
Dorothy Healey, about her ac-
tivities. She then announced to
the Convention that she was
withdrawing her document be-
cause it was “Trotskyist in
character.” :

In repudiating this document,

she szlleged that the real aim
of the Socialist Workers Party
is not to promote an ideological
and political discussion, but sim-
ply to destroy the Communist
Party; that the leaders of the
SWP have one line for the pub-
lic and another which is circu-
Jated in secret internal docu-
ments known only to initiated
members; and that all their
public propaganda 1is camou-
flage to conceal conspiratorial
aims.

She concluded by fingering her
associates in the leadership of
the Leninist Group and by ad-
vising them to leave the Com-
munist Party and join the So-
cialist Workers Party.

Immediately after the “revele-
tion” of this “Great Conspira-
cy,” one of the seven named de-
manded five minutes to answer
the false accusations, A motion
to give him the floor was passed
5 to 1 by the delegates.

The spokesman for the seven
accused Leninists said that there
had been no secrecy about his
meetings with SWP members.
Both his own branch and the
Harbor Division organizer had
been told about these discus-
sions. He had been talking
with SWP members and read-
ing their publications as well
as those of other groups to find
answers to questions bothering
him and many other comrades.

Los Angeles SWP Chairman Hits
Use of ‘Moscow-Trial’ Methods

_ LOS ANGELES, April 16 — William F. Warde, Los
Angeles chairman of the Socialist Workers Party, who
was accused of plotting the destruction of the local Com-
munist Party, made the follow-®—

ing statement to the Militant
reporter; ‘At the March 29
symposium at Embassy Audi-
torium I proposed six points for
joint action by all socialist or-
organizations, and individuals in
Los Angeles. On that occasion,
much to the disappointment of
many people, Dorothy Healey
refused to comment on this pro-
granu

“She gave her answer two
weeks later at this district con-
vention by contriving this false
allegation of a Great Conspir-
acy on our part to destroy the
Communist Party.

“There is no need for us or
anyone else to destroy the CP.
That task is being very effec-
‘tively done by the Communist
leaders from Khrushchev to
Dorothy Healey whose policies
are responsible for its present
condition. This latest scandal-
ous action can only further that
discreditment.

“Qur .openly proclaimed aim
is to participate in the work of

ideological and political clari-

‘fication on the basic issues of;ers Party which were mot true

American radicalism that the

Communist Party members them
selves are asking for and not
getting. We want to cooperate
with every genuine communist
in the CP by discussing with them
our common problems in the anti-
capitalist struggle. No repeti-
tions of Moscow Trial tech-
niques will deter us from pur-
suing this political work.
“Nor will we permit any pro-
vocations by local CP leaders
to poison the atmosphere of the
regroupment movement in
which we seek frank and free
discussion of our political differ-

ences while acting together
against the common class
enemy.”

Warde also told the Militant
reporter of his final interview
with the Section Organizational
Secretary of the 46th Assembly
District of the Los Angeles CP
about ' her intentions on the day
of the Convention. “She came
to me and told me,” Warde said,
“that she was going to say

things about the Socialist Work-

and which she did not believe.”

“This is not only the right but
the duty of every member in or-
der to find the way out of the
terrible crisis of our movement.”

“We have been told that the
ban on free association and dis
cussion with other socialists had
been lifted. I will econtinue to
talk with people of any other
political party or tendency, in-
cluding the SWP. If this be
treason, make the most of it,”
he concluded.

The convention moved to re-
fer the matter to the incoming
District Council for action.

GET BACKING

During the rest of the Con-
vention sessions, the victimized
individuals present received en-
couraging expressions of sup-
port from delegates for their
right - to maintain their own
opinions and associate freely
with other tendencies, One CP
member, angered at this at-
tempt to reinstitute bureaucra-
tic gag-rule over the member-
ship, remarked: “After thinking
about'it overnight,” he said, “I
believe that this smacks of the
Moscow Trial techniques we
want nothing more to do with.”

Anether well-known militant
said: “l have usually found that
where people can’t answer ideas,
tney have to trump up organiza-
tional tricks like this.”

A third hit the political essence
of the affair right on the head.
“For nire months now we have
been waiting for our leaders to
come up with some kind of po-
Litical program. This Convention
was the end of the road, What
we got on the trade union ques-
tion, Negro work, the Jewish
preblem and Hungary was no
program or one that was no
good, It's clear to me that this
diversion has been staged as the
star performance of this Conven-
tion to try and ‘cover up the po-
iitical bankruptey manifested by
the leadership.”

The Monday after the Conven-
tion, Eleanor Broady was in-
formed by Dorothy Healy, local
CP Chairman, that she would be
denounced in the Daily Worker
ana the People’s World as a “paid
agent of the Socialist Workers
Party.”

This attempt to defame some
of the most respected people in
the local Communist movement
in order to cover up false polit-
ical policies is expected to boom-
erang against its authors. Here
is a typical outburst of revul-
sion: “Dorothy Healey cannot
get away with reimposing
thought control and the old dic-
tatorship over us. This is not the
season for petty bureaucrats to
call back Stalin’s ghost as a
selution for our problems. What
we want is the freedom to find
out what's wrong with our party
and then do what is needed to
bring it back to a genuine Marx-

\
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priest who is a member of the
seven-man board. He said at the
convention: “I would expect that
. . . there will be many times
when that Review Board will put
its stamp -of approval on what
the leadership of the Union has
aone, and many a time when it
will disagree with the rank and
file. . . 1 think the leadership of
the American jLabor movement
by and large, is pretty good. It
is probably a little better than
the rank and file deserve.”

The economic bargaining de-
mands presented to the conven-
tion (for a cut in weekly work
heers and ‘increase in ppay) were
couched in the kind of elaborate-
ly worded—and purposely vague
—resolution which has become a
Reuther trade-mark and which
can allow him to bargain away
the heart " of a demand. They
were put off for implementation
to a special convention to be held
in January 1958 and to be com-
posed of the same voting dele-
mates as at this convention.

All attemipts by delegates dur-
ing the discussion on this resolu-
tion to make the demands spe-
cific—particularly for a reduc-
tion to 30 hours for a full week’s
pay—were called out of order by
Reuther from the ehair. The
specific demands could be dis-
cussed only under the specific
resolutions “on which this con-
vention will take action,” he said.
The specific resolution on the
shorter work week, however,
never reached the floor. It was
referred, along with some 25 oth-
ers, including those on automa-
tion and job transfer (runaway
rlants), to the international ex-
ecutive board duc to “insuffi-
cient time.”

CIVIL RIGHTS

So was the resolution on Civil
Rights. At a time when a cam-
paign of terror against civil-
rights champions in the South is
mounting, this convention could
have been a significant force in
turning the tide. Instead of ar-
ranging the convention to give
full discussion to this question
with a view to dramatizing and
supporting the March on Wash-
ington, which Southern Negro
leaders have planned for May 17,
the convention didn’t even dis-
cass the Civil Rights resolution
due to ‘‘insufficient time.”

The default of the Reuther
machine on this question is
vointed up by the fact that the
racist terror reached into the
convention itself. Local 998 in
Memphis, Tenn. refused to send
an elected Negro alternate del-

ist-Leninist course.”

For the first time in recent years the major slogan in the
hall of a UAW convention did not deal with an economic
demand. Appearing above, facing Reuther, it reads: “No Tol-
lerance for Corruption, in Government, in Business, in Union.”

replace a white delegate who
had been killed in an auto acci-
dent, The remaining white dele-
gates were seated with the miss-
ing man’s votes divided among
them, according to the local’s in-
struction. Holloway withdrew his
objections after a terror cam-
paign in which two Negroes in
the local were arrested and fined
for “disrupting a union meeting.”
Holloway ds an old time 'union
fighter who has been a delegate
to UAW conventions before. An
investigation of the matter was
also referred to the Internation-
al Executive Board.

Although there was “no time”
for the main policy questions,
the Reuther machine arranged
that the convention’s time should
be generously allotted to nine
guest speakers, In addition to
these nine, each of the clergy-
men who delivered the daily in-
vocation was asked to follow his
orayer with a full dress speech.
There also was plenty of time
fer action on a series of pro-
posals increasing the power and
privileges of the Reuther ma-
chine and interfering with the
ubility of the ranks to put pres-
sure on the officials,

1. ESS DEMOCRACY

These measures were: (1) an
increase in dues from $2.50 to
$2.00 per month for the union’s
1.5 million dues-paying members.
(2) A salary raise for officers
and international representatives
ranging from an
§4,000 per year for Reuther to

egate, George Holloway Jdr., to

"year term for all local union

increase. of|,

one of over $2.000 for each of the

approximately 800 international
representatives. The latter now
get over $150.00 per week plus
eapenses. (3) A mandatory two-

officers and most committtee-
men and stewards. (A one-year
term used to be permitted if a
local wished it.) (4) A change
in convention dates from spring
to October so that local union
‘eiections, held in the summer,
will not fall shortly after con-
ventions “at which unpopular de-
cisions might be taken which
would hunt the delegates in their
local elections.”

A full debate was arranged on
only two controversial issues:
the dues increase, and structural
‘chamges in the union te allow
groups of skilled, office and pro-
fessional workers to bargain and
vote separately.

There was little opposition' to
creating special bargaining units
to permit organization of en-
gineers and other white dol-
izt workers who form an ever
larger percentage of the
workers in auto and aircraft as
a result of automation. The op-
position centered on changes de-
signed for those skilled workers
who are already members of the
upion. Included in the proposal
wis the endorsement of eliminat-
ing the “maximum” Tates for
skilled trades in the large plants
to allow the company to ‘re-
ward” individual skilled workers
with special raises.

A minority report signed by a

tion Committee, Don Steere of
Local 602, opposed the proposal
as an infringement on the indus-
trial-union ptinciple. Those who
spoke in opposition warned that
the changes could break the
groups apart so that skilled
workers might be striking with-
out production workers having
a stake in the stgike and vice
versa, The elimination of the
“mmaximum” in the large plants,
soveral delegates pointed out,
would ténd to break up solidari-
ty and allow the boss to culti-
vate company ‘‘pets.”

The officials answered these
objections saying that the new
organizational forms would be
used ‘“‘carefully” and not in ev-
ery plant, The proposal passed
by a large majority.

Reuther attempted to keep the
dues debate limited to ‘“finan-
cial matters.” The delegates,
however, chose this opportunity
to talk about a number of prob-
lems, particularly speed-up.

Speakers from the Flint G.M,,
Detroit ‘Chrysler, Toledo Autoe-
Lite, and other plants said that
they opposed increasing dues be-
cause their membership was sick
and tired of a leadership that
did not back them wp in their at-
tempts to maintain wages and
conditions in the face of com-
pany attacks. Reuther took the
mike after such comments to
state that the dnternational of-
ficers have always backed work-
ers in speed-up fights, and that
wiere workers took cuts they
<did so of their own choosing “be-
cause they thought their job se-
curity would be better protected
because the jobs were being
moved out.”

NOT FOOLED

Those who have experienced
the speed-up at GM and Ford
and have suffered the Kaiser-
Willys, Studebaker, and Auto-
Lite patterns where workers
gave up wages and working con-
ditions “to improve the competi-
tive position” of the companies
were not fooled. They, and the
workers from the Chrysler plants
where the pattern has spread,
know from direct experience that
in many cases the ranks first
vited down such give-away pro-
posals, They know that the in-
ternctional officers defaulted in
their trade-union duty by stand-
ing silently by or by actually
participating in the pressure
campaigns put on by the cor-
perations, politicians, and “public
figures” to get the workers to
swallow these proposals. They
krow that when the ranks were
finally, as one delegate put it,

slide-rule slickers,” the result
was that nmot a single job was
saved, and that conditions con-
tinued to deteriorate.

It was these voices of bitter
experience dhat came through in
the dues debate—and it was this
gall that the Reuther machine
couvldn’t stomach. Two days fol-
lowing the passage of the dues
inerease the speed-up resolution
finally hit the floor. Unfortu-
nately for those who wanted a
full discussion the debate had
Just begun when it was inter-
rupted to allow David Dubinsky,
president of the International
Ladies Garment Workers, to
speak. He spoke for about two
hours, and over half the dele-
gates left the hall. The discus-
sion had hardly resumed when
Reuther stopped it short with-a
bitter personal attack on a dele-
gute, Edith Fox, from Dodge Lo-
cal 3, who ‘had just taken the
floor to reiterate the statements
on speed-up made in the dues
debates and to urge a national
cenference of production work-
ers to “shoot for a roll back” in
speed-up at the big corporations.
Reuther later turned the mike
over to Norman Matthews, direc-
tor of the union’s Chrysler De-
partment, who continued the at-
tack, singling out two speakers
from the dues debate, Alfred
MacNeil from Liocal 3 and Thom-
as Cunningham from Ohrysler
Laocal 7 in addition to Fox.

RED IN FACE

‘Matthews demanded that in-
ternational officers be given “the
authority to deal with these peo-
ple in quick order.” He slandered
them as “anti-union,” then struck
a militant pose, “Where any cor-
‘poration is trying to destroy this
union,” he shouted, growing red
in the face, “We |say to hell with
the contract! Now I ask you,
who's militant? Are these peo-
ple militant, or is the leadership
of the internmational militant?”

The speed-up debate was over.
The question was called and the
resolution, a general one, though
like Matthews' speech, reflecting
‘pressure from the ranks, passed
without opposition. The rest of
the convention, during which the
szlary ‘increases were passed,
took place in the heavy atmos-
prhere of the intimidating attack
on the delegates who had spoken
‘their minds, But the next day
newspapers in Detroit headlined
Matthews’® statements about
fighting speed-up at Chrysler.
‘The opposition had its effect. It
remains to be organized.

smgle member of the Constitu-

“sold a bill of goods by these]
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(The following are some of
the speeches made in opposition
to the dues increase excerpfed
from the official verbatim
proceedings of the UAW conven-
tiomn.)

Delegate Nyers, Local 12
(Toledo): 1 am a good friend
of Brother Healey, who spoke
for this measure, but I simply
can’t go along with him or any-
body else that is for it. I come
from one of the plants in the
United States where the Union
was founded. I am talking about
the CIO. Everybody remembers
the bloody strike that we had
in Auto-Lite in 1934 when we
fought for everything that we
are gaining right here on this
floor today, and 1 will say this,
that as long as we have been
taking a reduction in pay at
Auto-Lite, 1 cannot go along
with the dues increase. This may
come as a surprise to quite a
few of the people here.’

We didn’t get much help from
our top officers in the Interna-
tioral, and I am sorry to state
that, but I will say this and I
will reiterate that I will defy
anyone, anybody here, to get up
on the stage and talk out of
both sides of his mouth at the
same time when he states that
he is going to try to get a 40-
cent an hour increase and on the
other hand take it away from
the people at Auto-Lite, like
they did here in the past year
and a half.

We have people down there
that we call slide-rule slickers
that really did a job on the peo-
ple down there — we have been
taken by some of the people in
the top offices of the Interna-
tionzl, We have taken a cut of
as much as $25 to $35 a week
— wc, the strongest unit at one
time in the whole United States.
We even had to bring the In-
ternational in and go down to
their level instead of them
bringing themselves up to ours;
we had to come down. We were
the most top-rated paying outfit
in the whole United States.

1 say this, and I am sorry to
say it, that at one time the
pattern was set by the amount

Auto-Lite in Toledo,
today. We have taken an awful
Kick in the face down there and
I say I am sorry to state this,
but - there is no way around it
and T say the top — I reiterate
the top International Of-
ficers give us very little help. 1
stated before that I am a good
friend of Brother Healey. I am
not against what he said. I
know the International needs
revenue to operate, but I say
1 don’t think it is possible at
this time for the Auto-Lite unit
cannot afford to take a $25 or
835 a week pay cut and go along
with a dues increase, Thank you,
Mr. President,

*® *

Delegate MacNeil, Local 3
(Detroi:) Mr. Chairman and
fellow delegates, 1 am opposed
to a dues increase at this time
because of all the trouble that
we have had in the Dodge Com-
pany. We have had representa-
tion that does not amount to
50 cents. We have been accused
by representatives of tearing
this Union down because we op-
posed 100 per cent the dues in-
crease at a Union meeting. I am
not out here playing polities be-
cause I have no ambition for
any job in the International
Union. I’'m out here representing
23,000 people who are opposed
to the dues increase because of
the representation that we have
had from the International.

I don’t think any of our In-
ternational Representatives will
go hungry. I think they are
getting by very well on the
money they are making, and 1
don’t think we should take 50
cents more from the people in
the plant who are making about
half the money that they are
making or less.

In the past three years we
have had speedup after speedup.
They came to us and told us
to go through the procedure
which took from six months to
nine months to go through.
Now, if that is representation,
I will pay $5.00 a month to
get rid of it. I thank you.

* x %

*

‘Delegate Cunningham, Local

of money that we earned. We

had what we called -2 Utopia atl

7 (Detroit):

but notl crease for- several rezsons. One

of the main reasons is because
of the newpapers in Detroit.
| When the dues increase informa-
tion came, out first, it was ob-
viously for the purpose of in-
creasing the salaries of the rep-
resentatives and the staff and
the officers of our International
! Union. I believe, as the rank and
file in the plant believes at this
particular time, that the officers
of the International Union and
representatives are adequately
paid at the present time. ’

Another reason I am against
the dues increase on general
principle, believe me, is none of
that money is going into the
strike fund. The main reason is
because the membership in the
plants of the Chrysler Corpora-
tion — and I agree with them
— are not getting the represen-
tation: they deserve, even pay-
me $2.50 a month.

Here is what happened. Last
January in the Chrysler Jef-
ferson plants there were 13,000
people employed. Now there are
over 8,000 people employed and
the company has instituted a

|

campaign of speedup. The work-
ing people in the Jefferson
plants are working harder than
they ever did in their lives.
Conditions in the Jefferson
plants and in some other plants
are even worse today than be-
fore the Union was organized.

They give us the impression
of the rank-and-file membership
in the Jefferson plants that we
have only a skeleton semblance
of a union and I believe them,
We don’t have any representa-
tion.

In the newspapers in Detroit

and the gains we got over 20
years — we have gradually Jost
those gains one by one. We as
American union men who built
tire union on sit-down strikes
and picket lines were called into
the. superintendent’s office and
given a brain-washing and told
“Don't do this and don’t do
that”, Incidentally, we got a
letter from Mr. Cole telling us
that the Ghrysler workers were
in a competitive race with the
Ford Company and the General
Motors Company must produce
more or we wouldn't have a job.

we received word that a vice
president of the  Chrysler
Corporation came out and said
there was cooperation between!
the Union and the Company on
bailing out Chrysler Corpora-
tion from their difficult finan-
cial position. I don’t believe
there was any collaboration, but
by God, I believe there was
somethin;z “wrong somewhere.
There was something wrong
somewhere because whenever
we got back to work, we were
called back to work -— with a
sit-down strike and picket Iines

At least ome floor speaker
put something over on chair-
man Reuther. Delegate Clark
from Cleveland Local 71 rose
on a point of informktion
during one of the rare
moments when there was no
business on the floor. “I want
to know if a delegate from
a small local with only one
vote can speak at this con<
ventions he wsaid. Reuther,
big-heartedly pave him the
floor. Clark made a quick
motion instructing the Inter-
national to pay strike aid
which had been promised but
not received by the little local
in a recent strike. “This is
just not the proper way to
do things,” said Reuther as
the motion passed.

* & *

Guest speaker David Dubin-
sky, president of the Garment
Workers and a prominent
social-democratic-type - labor

UAW Convention Sidelights

beader, said on Reuther’s un-

I am against the dues in-

opposed election: “Walter,
you have joined our class.
Not only that, but to have
been president for over 10
years and to have all the of-
ficers  elected unanimously —
you have accepted our pro-
gram!” -
According to old-time ob-
servers, there were more
women attending this conven-
tion than previous ones.
Delegate Nadine Brown from,
Tocal 490 called a point of
order to ask Reuther to give
a woman the floor. “We're
members of this union also,”
she said. “I quite agree,” saijd
Reuther. On the bhoardwalk
outside the convention hall, a
souvenir photographer called
to a group of delegates wait-
ing to get their picture taken:
“Do you fellows want me?”
A woman delegate in the
group burned out a slow
reply: “We're not all fellows,

What did our Union try to do
about it?

President Reuther: Your time
is up.

Delegate Cunningham: O.K.
Brother Reuther, I will conclude
by saying this, that instead of
putting so much emphasis on
dues increase, it is about time
the International leaders formed
a conference of General Motors
and Chrysler leadership to stop
the competitive rat race.

President Reuther: Brother
Cunningham, let me say this to
you about this speedup ques-
tion. The Chrysler workers in
Local 230 in California are on
strike in a Chrysler plant on a
speedup and if things are worse
in your Local Union than they
have ever been, you ought to be
on strike right now .and we will
authorize it.

*

Delegate Wright (G. M. In-
dianapolis): . . . Our delegate
to the Disthict Auto Council in
Indianapoli§ came back and
made a report to our member-
ship late in 1956 in which he
said, among other things, that
the dues increase was primarily
an effort to give the Interna-
tional representatives an in-
crease in wages. ‘Now compar-
ing the wages of the factory
worker to the wages of an In.
ternational representative, we
find that many of the represen-
tatives coming cut of the plants
today are making far more
money than the fellows with
whom they formerly worked. In
some instances they have felt
like they are above the working

* %

but we want you.”

class of people. They hate to

Excerpts from UAW Dues Debate

committeemen coming out of a
plant who are not dressed the
same way they are. I think they
are being adequately paid at
the present time. .
President Reuther: Just a
minute, brother. Do you really
think that has got , something
to do with whether we need
mote monhey or not?
Delegate Wright: Yes 1 do.
President Reuther: Well you
go ahead, but I think really you
are getting into things that have
no relationship, because if we
have one single International
representative who thinks that
he is too good to associate with
the workers, you give me his
name and prove that and bhe
will go off the payroll today.
But I want more than just your
allegations., I want truth.
Delegate Wright: That
true.

is
e

* *x %

Delegate Anselmo, Local 664
(G. M. Plant, Tarrytown, N. Y.):
I rise in opposition. . . I feel
that we should present to our
rank and file first a concrete
and dynamic and amenable con-
tract that embodies all collective
bargaining goals, and secondly,
a firm commitment from the top
leadership that our national
agreement will not take effect
until such time as all local
issues are satisfactorily resolved
«at the local level. I feel certain,
‘brothers and sistsers, and dele-
gates, that this approach and
the successful achievement of a
contract will result in an over-
whelming endorsement of the
dues increase by the rank-and-
file which will in turn reflect
the vrank-and-file apprecia-
tion. . .

In conclusion, 1 would like to
urge this Convention to support
a roll call vote on this immediate
resolution, because 1 feel myse!lf
that this Convention seems like
a steamroller Convention.

Thank you, Btrother Reuther,
it was a pleasure speaking to
you. It took four hours; believe
me, you are cute; you are smart.
This is the first time 1 ever
came to a Convention, and I
have a lot to tell the people
when I go back home., Thank

meet and mingle with shop

you.



