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Drive for Anti-Labor Laws Stepped Up

United Auto Workers
At the Crossroads

An Editorial

At the 1946 Atlantic City convention of
the UAW, Walter Reuther
elected president of the Union primarily
because he was assoclated with the Gen-

eral Motors strike and with

slogans of that victory. Today Walter
is associated with something
entirely different — collaboration with
the corporations and the government in
putting the damper on militant struggles,
thereby undermining and weakening the

Reuther

fighting spirit of the union

The last eleven years have seen many
grandiose plans emanating from the
Reuther machine. These were calculated,
according to Reuther himself, “to give

them |[the corporations] a

-They can’t save this system of ours unless
they do the things we're proposing. . .”
This idea of trying to save the system is
nothing but a fancy sounding cover-up
for running away from a fight with the
corporations and the political parties they
control. Where has this policy led?

There have been some gains. The AFL-
CIO is united, in principle at least, The
UAW has won the principle of pensions,
the principle of the annual improvement
factor and the cost of living increase, and
the principle of supplementary unemploy-

ment benefits.

Speed-Up Increasing

On the other hand, the speed-up has
never been worse, unemployment and in-
security is increasing through the effects
of automation and plant closures as well
as “decentralization” and runaway plants,

and tha cost of living is still

than wages and making the pensions more

inadequate every day. It is
now, that with each of the

contract, there is a lot more “principle”
involved than there is payment from the
coffers of the corporations

pockets of auto workers.

What is worse, the fighting position of
the whole labor movement, and the UAW
along with it, has been badly weakened.
The slavish support for the U.S. State
Department’s cold-war foreign policy, and
the accompanying witch hunt against left
wingers in the unions has resulted in the

was first

the militant

ranks.

little vision.

hearings. Is

to smear

victimization and discouragement of thou-
sands of the most militant unionists.
The official policy of supporting the
Democratic Party has not only failed to
inspire the membership and the millions'
of unorganized workers, especially in the
South, but has utterly failed to produce
favorable legislation or government ac-
tion, The Taft Hartley act remains, after
being upheld by the Democrats in Con-
gress, and the fight to repeal it has been
virtually abandoned. The Right-to-Scab
laws are spreading. Unfavorable court,
NLRB and compensation rulings are in-
creasing, including threats against Sup-
plementary Unemployment Benefits.

Southern Drive

The drive to organize the South, which
is the only real answer to runaway plants
and decentralization, as well as to victory
in the civil-rights fight, has been aban-
doned. In its place appears another gran-
diose plan to organize the white-collar
workers — but even that seems doomed
as a result of the McClellan committee

this, then, to be the next

great crusade — to help the Senators
the
disastrously mistaken hope that the gov-

labor movement in the

vernment will clean out the crooks?
The only way out of this morass into

which Reuther and the other
statesmen” have led the unions ig to or-
ganize the fighting initiative of the rank

and file in
economically

rising faster _
organize the

all too clear
gains in the

into the

“labor

a left-wing movement to

champion their own direct interests, both

and politically., The central

plank of a genuine left wing which could

present growing opposition

to the Reuther machine in the UAW,
would be a break with the policy of col-
laboration with the employing class —
for an independent party of labor, and for
militant struggle against the corporations,

That is: what will make the courts and

is what can

the various boards, and the “public” too,
more sensitive to labor’s interests. That

put meat on the skeleton of

“principles” in UAW contracts. And that
is what can add substantial gains — like
30-for-40 — to effectively deal with auto-
mation and unemployment.
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TOP UAW POLICY WEAKENS
STRIKE AT L.A. CHRYSLER

MAYWOOD, CALIF., March
30 — The Chrysler strike at the
Maywood Plant, now entering its
third week, is confronted with
uncertainty and crisis. On the
one hand the strikers are protest-
ing the failure of the Interna-
tional Union to provide much-
needed strike assistance, while
on the other, the Company is
taking advantage of the situa-
tion to press demands for more
speed-up than that which existed
when the strike was called.

UAW Local 230 went on strike
when Chrysler raised its produc-
tion standards from 473 to 534
cars per day. Negotiations, which
have been in progress since the
strike was called, were broken
off today when the Company
arrogantly proposed 616 cars per
day as a basis for settlement.

Yesterday, rank and file mem-

bers staged an angry demonstra-

tion at Local 22(’s union hall
when they became aware of the
UAW international’s policy on
strike assistance. The UAW has
more than $20 million in the
strike fund. However, with 3,700
workers idled by the walkout,
the International issued 150 food

orders and then discontinued
operations over the week end
until the following Monday.

Food orders under the UAW's
plan are based on need and
range from $8 per week for
single men to $30 for those with
wives and six or more children,

In the fraecas that ensued as a
result of the International’s
pinch-penny strike assistance,
irate workers denounced their
union leaders and smashed a
window in their union hall.
Some of the members are openly
talking of going back to work
without waiting for a strike

settlement. They are also!
threatening to put a picket line
around their own union hall.,

Meanwhile other locals in the
Los Angeles area, who are ready
and willing to help the Chrysler
strikers, are being held back by
another aspect of the UAW’s
strike assistance policy. The In-
ternational has ruled that all
donations from other locals must
go into the UAW’s strike fund.
1nis would mean that it would
be given to the strikers in ac-
cordance with International’s
pinch-penny policy. The other
locals, iherefore want to give
their donations directly to Local
230 so that the strikers will
receive the relief which this
money will provide.

The officers of Local 230 have
dispatched urgent appeals to
Regional Director Charles

(Continued on page 4)

Speed-Up —Big Issue Facing UAW Convention

By A Detroit Auto Worker

APRIL 1 — All indications are that auto workers
at the coming convention of the UAW in Atlantic City
beginning April 7, will be demanding answers to a num-
ber of questions on both the eco- &— — —

nomic and political field which
have been piling up and grow-
ing more intense over the years.

On the one hand, automation,
inflation and speed-up, on the
other, long-term contracts along
with the disinclination of the
leadership to exert itself have
resulted in a situation in which
the union is trailing far behind
the needs and the demands of
the aute workers. From lagging
and retreating on many fronts,
the Reuther leadership is now
faced with the compelling neces-
sity to open up a sharp strugg_le
on many fronts if it is to remain
Jong in office. Whether it can
convinee the auto workers that
it is capable of making that
transition is another question.

SPEED.UP

Overshadowing all other ques-
tions on the economic front,
looms the speed-up issue. “En-
lightened” corporations have al-
ways been willing to trade a'few
cents in wage increases or fringe
benefits in exchange for coopera-
tion by the union in “maintz_a.in-
ing order,” in “observing griev-
ance procedure,” or, put more
frankly, in looking the other
way when the speed-up screw
is tightened, For every cent thus
paid out, the corporations net a
hundredfold return,

The revelations of the report
of Viee President Misch of the
Chrysler Corporation on the un-

derstanding between the corpo-

ration and the union leadership
on production standards have
not come as & surprise to the
auto workers.

Last fall, Reuther claimed that
“The Union’s job is not to bring
up the Chrysler production
standards to those of GM [Gen-
eral Motors] and Ford, but to
bring down the production stand-
ards of Ford and GM to near
the level of those in Chrysdler.
We have authorized many strikes
in GM on production standards,
and wherever the workers were
willing to fight on a production
standard in GM, the International
has given them strike authoriza-
tion. Our job is to get the GM
workers in the frame of mind
to take on a production stand-
ards fight with the corporation,
and we have been working on this
too.” (UAW National Chrysler
Conference, Summary, Oct. 11
and 12,1056, Emphasis in origin-
al.)

Reuther's memory is short, It
was only two years ago, the

spring of 19565, when hundreds of | §

thousands of GM and Ford work-
ers, went on strike with speed-
up as a central issue. Reuther
called these struggles unauthoriz-
ed and rushed his lieutenants all
over the country to urge the work-
ers back on the job.

After the Chrysler workers are
told that GM workers are to blame
for speed-up in the auto indus-
try, Reuther goes on to say in the
above quoted report, “In Chrysler

@we say to the leadership that

where there are loose standards,
the problems must be faced prac-
tically and realistically in line
with a fair day's work.”

This formula indicates that the
Chrysler Corporation was justi-
fied in its belief that Reuther
would permit a speeding-up of its
lines, For what are “loose stand-
ards" and who determines a “fair
day’s work?” The companies, GM
included, always consider pro-
duction standards “loose” and are
always ready to make out a

“case” — complete with stop-
watch measurements and statis-
tics — for tightening production

standards further,
The UAW must act on speed-

REUTHER

up. The ranks will either force
the present leadership to elimi-
nate man - killing production
standards, or they will produce
a new leadership dedicated to that
fundamental proposition.
30-FOR-10

Another- urgent issue is the
need for a struggle for 30-hours
work for 40-hours pay. Long over-
aue and long demanded by the
workers, this campaign will an-
swer the growth of technological
unemployment — but only if it is
not changed into an insignificant
demand for a reduction of the
work week to 39 or 37 hours. The
indicated approach of the leader-
ship, which sees a 30-hour work
week in ten years will certainly
not meet the issue, With unem-
ployment threatening now, the
ten-yeuar plan makes no sense.

‘RUNAWAY’ PROBLEM

The International has finally
taken note of the job runaway
from the Detroit area which has
letv thousands of older, high-sc-
nicrity workers in a hopeless sit-
wation. Among others, Packard,
Murray Body, and Hudson are a
ciosed chapter. Chrysler, GM
and Ford workers constanlly sce
their jobs moving out from under
them, The program of the UAW
which calls for the right of se-
niority employes to move with
their job, a relocation allowance,
multiple plant seniority and sev-
erance pay, although late and
only a partial answer, is never-
theiess welcome. What remains Lo
be seen is if the auto workers
will permit another instance of
glittering promise and poor
achievement,

The voice of the ranks in de-

m:nding an increase
1ates and a lowering of the re-
tirement age on the one hand,
and an increase in the totally in-
adequate so-called Guaranteed
Annual Wage on the other, are
issues which cannot be ignored
with impunity by the leadership
of the UAW,

If the present leadership is
trailing far behind the times and
the voiced needs of the rank and
file of the auto union on economic
questions, in the field of political
action it is tail-ending even the
capitalist politicians like ex-Sen-
ator Herbert Lehman and Sen-
ator John Kennedy, both of whom
admit the bankruptcy of the
Democratic Party.

On a world scale the great
masses of common people, striv-
ing desperately for a human ex-
istence, hear from America only
the voice of the oil interests and
the Army shouting threats of
atomic destruction. Within Amer-
jca the Negro pcople and the
working class are told by our
present leadership to look to the
Democratic Party for the solution
of their problems.

With the labor movement nu-
merically stronger than at any

in pension

GOOD GUESS

Mrs, Kilburn Beal of Gains-
vilie Ontario won a $619.50, 20
foot freezer in an' unusual con-
test, reported the Dec. 1, 1956
Ford 'Facts, United Automobile
Workers Local 600 newspaper.
The freezer went to the person
who could guess the closest to
the actual direct labor cost that
went to produce the freezer. Her
guess was $91.84, wo cents over

the figure,

time in its entire history, we are
forced to witness the shameful
spectacle of the nation being pull-
ed to the right by the combined
force of Southern Democrats and
Republicans, with the liberals
trotting along at their heels.

In the South no one can deny
the nature of the Demoecratic
Farty. In the “progressive” North
the powerful labor movement in
Ohio must wring its hands in im-
potent anguish as the Democratic
Party nominates a Lausche for
Governor and then for Senator.
In Indiana, a Democrat co-spon-
sors the first ‘“right-to-work”
law in an industrial state. In New
York, the Democratic governor
Harriman breaks a2 milk strike
with the use of state troops, and
over the sheep-like objections of
the labor leaders sells a public
utility back into the hands of
private capital,

LABOR PARTY

The present leadership of the
UAW must share, with other sec-
tions of the labor movement, the
onus for this policy of defeat, If
the UAW had followed the pro-
posal of Tord Local 600 and had
begun to build a Labor Party.
even if only five yeurs ago, the
present political ¢risis in Amer-
ica would be well on the roud to
« solution,

If on the economic field the
convention must return the UAW
to a path of struggle against
speed-up and for 30-for-40, on the
political field it must make a
sharp turn towards the building
ol a Labor Party.

The UAW stands at the cross-
roads, The direction it takes will
uitimately rest with the rank and
file.

®

proposals for anti-labor legisla-
tion. These proposals were anti-
cipated by Senator McClellan
(D-Ark.) when he repeatedly
told the labor “boss” before
television cameras that Beck
would be responsible for legisia~
tion “at least distasteful to the
large majority of the 15,000,000
members of organized labor."

Most ominous of all the
“distasteful” legislative proposals
was reported by Arthur Krock,
Washington correspondent of the
N. Y. Times March 30 One
prominent reaction in the capital
to the Beck revelations, accord-
ing to Krock, was the “view that
‘right to work’ state laws should
be adopted generally, or that
the Taft Hartley Act, which now
permits the ‘union shop,” should
be amended to prohibit it every-
where,”
NEW DEVICES

Another view was described
by the Wall Street Journai,
March 28. “The Commerce Ue-
partment,” reports this journal,
“heartily favors bringing unions
under the antitrust laws.” The
Justice and Labor Departments
are more cautious. But the WSJ
quotes one Administration of-
neaal as saying, “Six months
ago I'd have predicted there’s no
chance for legislation to bring
unions under the antitrust
laws. But now I'm not so sure.”

One of two propesals backed
by the Commerce Department
would amend the Clayton Anti-
trust Law so that unions wouid
be subject to criminal indict-
ments filed by the government

or private businessmen for
“monopolistic practices® A
newer and “milder” proposal,

drafted by the Justice Depart-
ment, would add an entirely new
antitrust law to the books,
“aimed at four abuses felt to be
in restraint of trade,” the WSJ
reports.

“Although couched in three
pages of legal language,” the
Wall Street paper points out,
“the proposal "in essence would
prohibit  collective bargaining
contracts, strikes, boycotts or
other union pressure designed to
limit:

“The type, kind, or amount of
products which may be used,
produced, or sold.

“The market price for those
products.

“The geographi¢ area in which
they may be sold.

“The number of companies or
persons who may engage in their
production or distribution.”

The Wall Street Journal then
adds, “Both measures would also
ban activity designed to control
production.” In case this for-
mula is too vague, the WSJ
spells it out. “A classic example
[of production control] occurred
in 1949, when the United Mine

McClellan Smears
Negro Spokesmen

Senator McCtlellan (D-Ark.)
is a busy man these days.
Along with using his chair-
manship of the Senate “labor
investigating” committee fo
pave the way for new union
busting statutes, he is also
working to help block the
passage of civil-rights legisla-
tion. McClellan s a member
of Eastland’s Judiciary Com-
mittee, which is moving to
kill civil-rights bills via the
pigeon hole. On April 2, Mc-
Clellan threatened to demand
further hearings of the
Judiciary Committee {o cross-
examine wiinesses for the
NAACP. He asserted that the
witnesses had been “brought
in to slander the South” and
had perjured themselves. Roy
Wilkins of the NAACP
branded McClellan’s threat as
“merely another facet of the
Southern tactic of delay.” He
declared full confidence in the
veracity and integrity of the

witnesses.

Senate ‘Probers’ Use
Beck to Smear Unions;
Aid Open Shoppers

By Myra Tanner Weiss
APRIL 3 — The two-day appearance of Dave Beck,
President of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters,

lust week before the Senate Rackets Commiitee, was
followed quickly by a flood of®

Workers decrced a three-day
work week in the soft coal in-
dustry.”

BEHIND THE HEADLINE

Of course, the Wall Street
Journal doesn’t try to explain
how amending the Taft-Hartley
Act so as to eliminate the right
to strike for a shorter work.
week would prevent a union of-
ficial from dipping his hands into
the union treasury. But that's
just the point. Charges of corrup-
tion and racketeering are only is-
sues for headlines. Union-crip-
pling laws are the objective.

As a matter of fact, there is
good reason to believe that

(Continued on page 4)

Conn. Labor
Fights Open
Shop Bill

By David Dreiser

HARTFORD, Conn., March 30
—A huge crowd of workers mass-
ed here .wo <days ago to protest
a proposal before the 1957 Con-
necticus legislature to outlaw the
union shop.

Described by the local press un-
ter the headline “Human flood
nearly engulfs public hearing,”
this demonstration by the Con-
necticut union movement makes
it clear that workers here want
ne repetition of the recent pas-
sage of "right-to-work” legisla-
tion in Indiana.

The hearing before the Labor
Committee was moved from the
Capitol Building across the street
to the Bushnell Memorial Audi-
torium to wccomodate the dem-
onstrators, The hearing lasted six
hours, one of the longest on rec-
ord.

The unionists were so incensed
at the threat to their umion con-
ditions, that it was difficult for
House Committee Chairman Paul
M. Andrews, Cheshire Republican,
Lo maintain order. Backers of the
proposal were booed and those
who opposed were cheered. The
Labor Committee solicited an in-
fermal stunding vote from those
present which showed the as-
semblage to be 20 to 1 in opposi-
Lion to the “right-to-work’ bill,

A BIG-BUSINESS AIM

Ostensibly in the interests of
the “freedom” of the worker, such
anti-union proposals as this al-
ways find backers mainly from
big-business interests, Kvery
speaker in favor of this bili was
a president or vice-president of
seme company, except one who
was the chairman of the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Outlawing of the union shop
in stages threugh state legisla-
tion has been a primary objective
of Big Business in recent years.
Flushed with its recent victory in
Indiana, the first major industrial
state to pass such legislation, Big
Business is now attempting to
force such legislation through in
Delaware, Maryland and several
New England states,

Connecticut is a thoroughly in-
dustrial state being the nation’s
main center for bruss and silver
fabricating and for small arms
as well as a4 major manufacturing
centber of airplane parts and other
small parts, of clocks and pre-
cision instruments and of naval
vessels (submarines). Thus, the
state is a major target for the
anti-union shop forces, Passage
of an anti-union shop bill is going
Lo be pressed hard here, and it is
Lo the credit of the union move-
menl in the state that it awoke
to the danger early, and re-
sponded wih a militant demon-
stration.

If the hill is defeated through
the continued vigilance of the un-
ions, a major blow will have been
struck against the national anti-
union campaign,
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The Kremlin Stand
On Anti-

By Harry Ring

Semitism

Is there official anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union?
Much light is shed on this complex question by J. B.
Salsherg in his report on the status of Soviet Jews in

the February issue of the maga-@

zine Jewish Life. A member of
the national committee of the
Canadian L a b o r Progressive
(Communist) Party, Salsberg has
made a number of trips to the
USSR to gather information on
the Jewish question,

During his 1955 and 1956 visits
ke discussed the issue with high
Qoviet officials, Last week, we re-
ported his findings that diseri-
mination against Soviet Jews be-
gan not with the dissolution of
the Jewish Anti-Fascist Commit-
tee in 1948 but in the early 1930’s.
We also reported his conclusion
that the denial of the democratic
rights of the Jews and other na-
tional minorities paralleled the
rise of the Stalinist dictatorship.

CLAIM JEWS INTEGRATED

During hjs recent visit, Sals-
berg tried to determine from Se-
viet officials why Jewish cultural
institutions had been done away
with and precisely what they con-
sidered the status and rights of
the Soviet Jews to be. In reply,
they told him that with the in-
dustrialization of the USSR
the bagis of Jewish communal
life had disappeared, that the
Jews had been transformed from
artisans and craftsmen into in-
dustrial workers and that along
wmith this process they had been
“integrated” into the cultural life
around them.

“Those who still desire specific
Jewish activity,” he was told,
“are small in number and they
comprise the more backward ele-
ments, It would be an ‘anachron-
ism’ ... to base the party’s poli-
cy on them.”

To refute the claim of assimi-
lation, Salsberg gives his own
first-hand account of the wide-
spread response of Soviet Jews
to the revival of Jewish cultural
activity that was recently per-
mitted on a limited basis. He fur-
ther demonstrates that while the
Soviet government refuses to hon-
or Jewish national rights on the
pretext that all but a small num-
ber of Jews have integrated, it
does treat the Jews as a national
grouping for the purpose of dis-
criminating against them,

‘CAUTION AND SENSITIVITY’

Salsherg, himself, maintains
that it is incorrect to speak of
anti-Semitism as an official gov-
ernment policy. Nevertheless, he
adds, “There does exist an incom-
prehensible caution, a peculiar
sensitivity when it comes to tak-
ing an open, bold and militant
position against backwardness.
This often leads to acts that are
essentially diseriminatory.” Thus,
when he asked why the passports
and other personal papers of Jew-
1sh citizens are stamped "Jew,”
“I got no clear or satisfactory
answer.”

Soviet officials refused to con-
firm or deny the statements of
Ekatrina Furtseva, a high-rank-
ing government official, who told
the National Guardian that in
some government departments it
wa¢ held that there was too great
a concentration of Jews and so
they were transferred to other
jobs. But, Salsberg voints out,

Two Standards for
Jews in USSR?

Further information on the
dual status of Jewish people
in the Soviet Union is con-
tained in the terms of the So-
viet-Polish repatriation agree-
ment as reporied in the New
York Times, March 28. Ac-
cording to the terms of the
agreement, those who had
Polish citizenship on Sept. 17,
1939, (the day Hitler and Sta-
lin partitioned Poland), will
be permitted to return from
the Soviet Union to their
homeland. The agreement fur-
ther specifies that this in-
cludes “persons of Jewish na-
tionality wha possessed Polish
citizenship” on that date. This
distinction between Polish na-
tionals and Jews “whq possess
Polish citizenship” - confirms
the reports that Jews in the
Soviet Union are considered
to be in a special category.
They are, however, denied the
legal rights of a ~national
minority on the grounds that
they have ail been assimilated
in the general population.

their statements more than cop-
firmed the essense of hers.

‘Salsberg cites a particularly
shameful incident related to him
by one of the officials in this
connection. Trying to explain the
“delicate” problems in handling
relations between the various na-
tionalities, the official told how
six tglented music students were
selected to participate in a com-
petition, When it was discovered
that all six were Jews, four re-
placements were made from other
peoples. “And the first prize was
won by a Georgian,” the official
added. -

“This example,” Salsberg de-
clares, “is not only in my opin-
ion a slap in the face to the four
eliminated Jewish students; it is
also a criticism of those re-
sponsible for the Soviet Union’s
nationalities policy. The explana-~
tion is full of colossal contradic-
tions, How does it jibe with the
‘integration’ theory and the con-
cept that Jews ‘are expressing
themselves in the culture of the
people among who they live?'"

SECOND-CLASS CITIZENS

“Who examined,” he asks. “and
why, the chosen student from
Minsk, Moscow or Kiev, to find
out if he was a 100 percent White
2ussian, Great Russian or Ukran-
ian or if he was only a Jewish
White Russian, Jewish Great
Russian or Jewish Ukranian?
Are there two classes of citizens
in the Soviet Union?”

“Such practices,” Salsberg con-
cludes, “are in complete contra-
diction with the elementary con-
cepts of socialist equality. In my
opinion this is an example of an
inconsistency and of a catering
to the most backward elements in
Soviet society, and in my opinion
it is a form of discrimination
that must be fought, exposed and
eliminated.”

(Second of a series)

By William F. Warde

Chairman, Los Angeles Local
Socialist Workers Party

(Text of speech at Los Angeles
symposium, March 29, on topic
of “Is There a Future for Amer-
ican Socialism?” Other speakers
included Vincent Hallinan, Dor-
othy Healey, Bert Cochran, Carl
Marzani, and Reuben Borough as
chairman. See further details
this page. — Ed.)

To the question: Is there a fu-
ture for socialism in America, we
of the Socialist Workers Party
answer: if there is no future for
socialism, then there will be no
future for America, More than
that. Without socialism, there can
be no future for the human race.

Let me explain. The United
States contains not one, but two,
of the mightiest forces on this
planet, The first is American Big
Business—the arch-enemy of the
working class, the Negro people,
and the movement for socialism
in this country.

The imperialist ambitions of
the H-Bomb magnates and mili-
tarists also make them the great-
est threat to humanity in the rest
of the globe: to the colored races
striving for independence and a
better life, to the Chinese revo-
lution, and to the anti-capitalist
countries.

THE OTHER
POWER

But there is another power here
in the United States. That is oyr
working class, headed by the 16
million members of the unions.
Here is a giant indeed—the larg-
est single labor force in the
world.

Monopoly capital versus organ-
ized labor—these are the titanic
antagonists confronting each oth-
er on American soil. At the mo-
ment Big Business is riding even
higher than it did during the
1920's. Many tired radicals have
concluded, as they did then, that
this situation will continue indef-
initely and the struggle for so-
cialism in this country and for
our generation has become a
hopeless cause,

This is an illusion on their part.
The real prospect is quite dif-
ferent. As materialists, we un-
derstand how the artificial pros-
perity of the past 16 years, based
upon America’s monopoly of the
world market and the arms budg-

et, has helped conservatize la-
bor’s ranks. As Marxists, we also
recognize the part played by the
union officialdom in keeping the
workers tied to pro-capitalist pol-
icies and ideas and preventing the
labor movement from exercising
the vast potential that can make
it the supreme power in our po-
litical and industrial life.

MASS RADICALISM
WILL REVIVE

But we of the Socialist Work-
ers Party are convinced that
these conditions will change: that
the precarious stability of Amer-
ican capitalism will once again
be upset: the militancy of the
workers awaken; and radiealism
revive on a mass scale. Then the
militant struggle against Big
Business—begun in the 1930’s—
will be resumed. Organized labor
will take the next steps leading
from independent political action
up to a direct contest for suprem-
acy within the nation. With the
shattering of subservience to the
two parties of Big Business, great
opportunities will open for the
advancement of socialist influ-
ences and for a socialist victory
in the United States. That is the
reason for the existence of our
party and the essence of its pro-
gram and outlook.

Some people have the mistaken
notion that the Socialist Work-
ers Party, as Trotskyists, are so
obsessed by Russian develop-
ments that we cannot grasp the
special needs of the labor and so-
cialist movements in our own
country, They either do not know
what we really stand for, or pre-
fer to misrepresent us.

We are dedicated first and
foremost to creating a political
movement that can help the
working c¢lass of the United
States to win power. That is our
main job as American socialists.
But we are also international so-
cialists, mindful of our obliga-
tions to the anti- capitalist forces
throughout the world., Precisely
because of our internationalism
we recognize the decisive part
that the conflict between capital
and labor here is going to play
in the world-wide struggle for
socialism,

WHAT LENIN AND
TROTSKY TAUGHT

It may surprise some of vou
to learn that this was also a key

thought of Trotsky’'s. As early

as 1917 he declared that the
United States was “the foundry
in which the fate of mankind is
to be forged. Together with
Lenin and the other Communist
leaders he taught that so long as
capitalism remains entrenched in
the major industrial countries,
the achievements of existing
workers’ states will remain in-
secure, incomplete, and subject
to such terrible deformities as
we see in the Soviet Union.

We are staunch partisans of
the achievements of the Russian
Revolution and the pioneer Bol-
shevik methods of leadership,
just as we have been from the
first the most principled Marx-
ist opponents of the bureaucratic
counter-revolution and the Sta-
linist practices which have be-
smirched and endangered these
achievements.

That is why it appears to us
misleading to counterpose the
Russian experience to the com-
ing American struggles for so-
cialism, We view these as the
first and the culminating stages
in a single historical process of
anti-capitalist struggle and so-
cialist construction which domi-
nates our time,.proceeds from one
country to another, and moves
forward despite all setbacks. To-
day capitalist power is almost
cxclusively centered in the United
States. The decisive battles for
socialism will be fought out on
American soil against the last
formidable guardians of the cap-
italist system, What the Russian
workers began, the American
workers will have to finish.

* = =

FOR A REVOLUTIONARY =
SOCIALIST PARTY

This is the broad historical
framework in which we approach
the problems of regroupment.
What should the aim of this
movement be? The dissolution of
all existing organizations; the
formation of discussion groups
like the Fabian Society; the pro-
motion of a magazine; the estab-
lishment of a federation of
groups with no common program
and no mutual responsibility?
These are some of the proposals
being made, We don’t believe any
of these adequately meet the
needs of the movement,

What we are working for in
this process of regroupment is
the creation of a bigger and bet-

ism in this country, of which we
will form a part. We know that
many others have a similar end in
view. We want to get together
with them, as we are doing to-
night, to talk over how best to
reach our common objectives.

The kind of party you aspire
to build depends upon what you
expect that party's functions to
be. We want a party that can
organize and lead the workers’
struggle to get rid of capitalism
and regenerate mankind on high-
er economic and moral founda-
tions. The American workers need
such a party today, tomorrow,
and until they achieve socialism.
Do you think any other kind of
party can induce serious workers
to pledge their lives to its cause
and inspire ardent youth who are
looking for a better life-work
than chasing the dollar?

THE ROLE
OF PROGRAM

The nature of a party is de-
termined not only by its aims but
by the nature of the program
that implements those aims, That
is why we place so much stress
upon questions of program in the
debate now going on.

Two different ways of proceed-
ing have been suggested in the
regroupment discussion. One is
that we first attempt a general
unification of organizations and
unaffiliated individuals, leaving
the clarification of programmatic
issues for a later time. The other
—which we advocate—is that we
first explore the different views,
clarify the various positions, and
try to reach agreement on at least
the minimum fundamentals as the
basis for unification.

Any serious effort at regroup-
ment that can lead to the consti-
tution of a solid socialist organi-
zation will have to proceed from
correct programmatic positions
on the major questions. Other-
wise, the new movement will wob-
ble and fall apart at the first test
of events,

Such a program should be ani-
mated, not by class collaboration,
but by the spirit of the class
struggle as defined by the meth-
ods of Marx and Lenin and the
examples of Debs and Bill Hay-
wood. The Socialist Workers Par-
ty has set forth in a pamphlet
twelve points for joint consider-
ation. These are not presented
as a full, fixed or final platform

ter party of revolutionary social~

but as a contribution to the con-

By Louise Manning

LOS ANGELES, March 29 —
About 850 people attended a
symposium on the subject, “Is
There a Future for American
Socialism,” held tonight at the
Embassy Auditorium. This is the
largest audience in Los Angeles
so far to take part in the discus-
sion of conflicting tendencies in
the radical movement and the
first time that the Socialist
Workers Party and the Com-
munist Party appeared on the
same platform 'in this area.

Participating in the discussion
were the following: Bert Coch-
ran, editor of American Social-
ist; Vincent Hallinan, 1952
Progressive Party candidate for
President; Dorothy Healey, L.
A, County Chairman of the Com-

munist Party; Carl Marzani,

By Anne Chester
Manager, Pioneer Publishers

This week Pioneer Publishers
g featuring books and pamphlets
on the struggle for socialism

in America. These include =a

number of important writings by

James P. Cannon, the National

Chairman of the Socialist Work-

ers Party. Among them are the

following:

AMERICA'S ROAD TO SO-
CIALISM. 80 pages. 35 cents,
The chapter headings are:

“America Under Eisenhower,”

BOOK - A - MONTH

LABOR:
FREE AND SLAVE
Workingmen and the
Anti-Slavery
Movement in the
United States

By Bernard Mandel
Published at $3
Special Price: $1

(Plus 15 cents mailing charge)
Payments must accompany
order
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

“The International Prospects of

Capitalism and Socialism,” “Pros-

pects of Capitalism and Social-

ism in America,” “The Coming

Struggle for Power,” “America

Under Workers’ Rule” and “What

a Socialist America Will Look

Like.”

* x 92

THE IWW — The Great An-
ticipation. 40 pages. 25 cents.
A participant in the early

struggles of the TWW, Cannon

writes on the fiftieth anniversary
of its founding, analyzing its
contributions to the struggle for
industrial unionism and to the
struggle for socialism.

. % *

EUGENE V. DEBS — The So-
cialist Movement of His Times
— Tts Meaning for Today. 40
pages. 25 cents.

Cannon appraises the great
contributions of Debs and alse
examines his concept of the “all-
inclusive” socialist party, show-
ing why revolutionary socialists
abandoned this form for a
Leninist-type party.

* ¥ %

On the Negro Struggle Pioneer
features the following:
DESEGREGATION — Labor's

Stake in the Fight for Negro

Equality. 16 pages. 10 cents.

By Jean Simon.

An analysis of the Supreme
Court decision and the great
struggle to make it a reality.

NEGROES ON THE MARCH.
192 pages. $1.50. By Daniel
Guerin.

A noted French journalist,
Guerin toured the U.S., for
several years to gather the
material for this excellent Marx-
ist study of the gquestion.

® % %

More on the American Scene:

MARXISM IN THE UNITED
STATES. By Leon Trotsky.
44 pages. 35 cents.

A close observer of American
social and political developments,
Trotsky wrote this important
work as the introduction to the
book, Living Thoughts of Karl
Marx.

* * %

REGROUPMENT A Pro-
grammatic Basis for Socialist
Unity. 10 pages. 10 cents.

A statement by the National
Committee of the Socialist
Workers Party outlining its
views on the issue of the re-
groupment of revolutionary so-
cialist for¢es in the U.S.

+ *x =

Order the above from Pionee:
Publishers, 116 University Place,
New York 3, N. Y.

writer and lecturer; and Wil
liam F. Warde, L. A. Chairman
of the Socialist Workers Party.
The moderator was Reuben
Borough.

All the speakers affirmed their
confidence in the future of
American Socialism. Carl Mar-
zani, the first speaker, however,
stated that he was not going to
deal with the American road to
socialism, but with the need for
and inevitahility of socialism on
a world scale, asserting that
“America as one state cannot
stand aloof from the rest of the
world where the idea for social-
ism has become triumphant.”

ALTERNATIVES FOR U.S.

Hallinan. who followed gave
an economie¢ analysis of some of
the results of Big Business con-
trol of the country. In the field
of banking, for instance, he
showed that the capitalist propa-
ganda would have us believe
that the Federal Reserve system,
which can print and distribute
money, is 8 government agency,
but that in reality it is an or-

.ganization of the private banks

which maninulate the monetarv
policies in the interests of their
own profits. Later, in reply to a
question from the audience, he
stated that there were just two
roads America could travel — to
socialism or to faseism.

In his presentation, Warde
stressed the need of a class-
struggle program — including a
break with the -Democratic and
Republican parties — and of =2
revolutionary-socialist party for
the realization of socialism. (See
complete text of Warde's speech
on this page.) Borough, the
moderator. remarked after the
speech that he had predicted the
meeting would mproduce sharp
political differences, and was
glad that Warde had presented
issues of a controversial nature.

CP STAND
As spokesman for the Com-

munist Party, Dorothy Healey,

eriticized the “dogmatism of
sectarian groups, and the spout-
ing of ultra revolutionary
slogans which dealt with abstract
rather than concrete life in all
its  manifestations,” Claiming
that the reality of American life
indicated that the two.party
system was dominant, she labeled
the call for a break with capital-
ist parties as sectarian and un-
realistic. Instead she called upon

the radical workers to cooperate

850 Hear Views Exchanged
At Los Angeles Symposium

with the liberals to try to reform
the Democratic Party. Maintain-
ing that the central objective is
the curbing of monopoly, she
urged the formation of an anti-
monopoly coalition as a transi-
tion towards a united front of
labor. She concluded with an
attack on the Congressional “in-
vestigation” of unions. This was
greeted with applause from the
entire audience.

Cochran, the last speaker
characterized the entire “left” as
dominated by “pettifogging, dog-
matism and  soul - destroying
factionalism.” He said that what
was needed was a genuine Amer-
ican radical movement that
understood this country, “The
day of the organization of a
radical movement in this coun.
try as a branch of the Russian
course is over, gone and dead,
and thank God fox it,” he stated.
He included the ¢ourse of Lenin
gnd Trotsky as well as of Stalin
and Khrushchev in his ban. The
task for radicals today, he
asserted was limited to the con-
tinuation of local forums and
discussion.

RECORD OF DEMOCRATS

A debate between Warde and
Dorothy Healey over the issue of
the CP's support to the Demo-
cratic Party dominated the dis-
cussion period. Emphasizing that
we cannot change the Democratic
Party into an anti-monopoly

party, Warde showed that this
has been tried over a whole
period, but that the party is now
more reactionary than ever. He
pointed to the three world wars
conducted when the Democratic
Party was in power with liberals
Wilson, Roosevelt, and Truman
in the leadership. The fight
against monopolies, he stated,
must be conducted under work-
ing-class leadership.

At the conclusion, the moder-
ator commended the good work
of the joint ¢ommittee which
organized the meeting and said
that he hoped there would be
many more to come.

As representative of the
Liberty Book Club, Marzani, of-
fered as a special inducement to
those who signed up, a one-year
free subscription to either the
The People’s World, the Amer.
ican Socialist, or the Militant.

Legion Fails

ToStopU.of
Chi.Meeting

CHICAGO, March 27 — In the
face of a vile witch-hunt cam-
paign by the “Anti-Subversive”
committee of the Chicago Amer-
ican Legion, over 600 students at
the University of Chicago turned
out for a campus symposium on
“Sacialism and Democracy.”
After an unsuccessful attempt to
force University officials to can-
cal the meeting, the Legionnaires
Gevoted themselves to passing
out leaflets ‘"exposing” Karl
Marx as “anti-Semitie” and urg-
ing students to join them in a
great crusade against “anti-dem-
ccratic” communism. The “cru-
sade” opened with the planting
cf stench bombs in the meeting
hall which were discovered be-
fore the symposium began.

Participants in the discussion
were Fred Fine of the Commun-
ist Party, Max Shachtman of the
Independent Socialist League and
Mulford Sibley of the Socialist
Party. The meeting was spon-
sored by the Socialist Club and
the Young Socialist League of
the University of Chicago.

MAIN TASKS —CP VIEW

In the discussion, Fine said
that as part of a process of re-
assessing its own views, the
Communist Party is engaging in
public discussion with represent-
atives of other socialist view-
points and proposes to examine
differing views objectively and
on their merits, He viewed the
main task to be the achieving
of “peaceful co-existence” be-
tween the UJS. and U.S/S.R. and
the welding of a ‘“people’s anti-
monopoly coalition” in the U.S.
He vigorously condemned the
visit of the House Un-American
Activities Committee to Chicago
and its smear attack on the for-
eign language press in this city.

iShachtman’s principal contri-
bution to the discussion was ta
emphasize the need to identify
democracy with socialism. He de-
voted a major portion of his time
to an attack on the lack of dem-
ocracy in the Soviet Union. He
asserted that despite the Nazi
invasion, France had “more or
less”  maintained democratic
rights and demanded to know
why the Soviet Union had failed
to do the same.

Sibley deplored the “divisive
tendencies” in the radical move-
ment and discussed the unsolved
economic problems under U.S.

capitalism,

tinuing discussion. It is designed|
to facilitate an interchange of
opinions on the crucial issues be-
fore the radical public.

A GREAT DEBATE
IN RADICAL MOV'T

We urge others to state their
views on these points and bring
forward their own ideas on these
and all other issues. Out of this
Great Debate we shall all learn
something. Even if we do not re-
solve all our differences, at least
we shall understand each other's
positions better, This is bound to
help the regroupment process.

We are only at the beginning of
the re-formation and reorienia-
tion of the socialist forces in this
country. At this point we do not
know and cannot predict what its
specific outcome will be. But of
one thing we are sure, All those
in this hall and throughout the
country who want to bhuild a gen-
uine socialist party on Marxist-
Leninist lines will sooner or later
get together. No artificial bar-
riers can any longer keep us sep-
arated and antagonistic.

The members of the Communist
Party know only too well how
their ideas, aims and activities
are distorted hy reactionaries.
They are now learning how much
the positions of the Socialist
Workers Party have been misrep-
resented by their own sources of
misinformation, We don’t ask
anyone to take our word for any-
thing. Investigate, read, check
and double-check—and then de-
cide for yourselves how near or
how far we are from your own
views,

READ MILITANT AND
INT'L SOCIALIST REVIEW

If you want to know where the
Socialist Workers Party stands
on Hungary or the Suez crisis,
read the resolutions of our Nua-
tional Committee on these crucial
issues. If you want to know where
we stand on the Democratic Par-
ty, the Labor Party, the trade
union movement, the Negro
struggle, and other questions of
equal importance, read the Mili-
tant and the International Social-

ist Review.

® & %

This discussion will go on for
quite a while. What can we all
do together as it unfolds? We do
not believe that common actions
have to wait for programmatic
clarification or agreement., The
two can go on simultaneously.
The one will help the other.

On behalf of the Los Angeles
SWP T want to present six pro-
posals for joint action by all so-
cialist-minded groups and indi-
viduals in this area.

(1) Vote for Erroll Banks for
Mayor in the Los Angeles elec-
tions next Tuesday. He is the

The Future of American Socialism

only socialist and trade unionist
on the Lzliot.

The last time T heard Dorothy
Healey. Chairmay of the Los An-
geles Communist Party, speak in
this hall, she urged support to
Stevenson, Tonight, I should like
to hear her answer to this ques-
tion: speaking of coalitions, why
should a Socialist accept a pro-
capitalist, anti-labor, anti-civil-
rights coalition with Stevenson
and reject an anti-capitalist, pro-
labor, pro-civil-rights coalition
with Banks? Who will she recom-
mend supporting for Mayor next
Tuesday ?

(2) Aid the suit brought by
the Socialist Party and the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union to
break down the undemocratic re-
strictions upon minority parties
in California.

(3) TParticipate in the confer-
ence against the Walter-McCar-
ran Act called by the American
Committee for the Protection of
the Foreign-Born here April 6
and help its work for the victims
of reactionary persecution.

(4) 'Support the efforts of the
Sobell Committee to win a new
trial for Morton Sobell, the cold-
war prisoner serving 3(; years on
Alcatraz.,

(6) Why not consider a
united May-Day rally this year
around the defense of civil lib-

erties, civil rights and union
rights?
(6) Reanimate the local

movement to fight for the repeal
of the ISmith Act and defend its
California victims, one of whom
is on the platform with us to-
night. The SWP leaders were the
first to be imprisoned under this
thought-control law, We con-
ducted the first national cam-
paign for its repeal, which was
supported by labor and progres-
sive organizations representing
five million members. We would
gladly participate in any local
conference to discuss what can be
done to broaden a similar cam-
paign in defense of Dorothy
Healey and the other California
CP leaders.

* & *

We are willing to consider co-
operation on uany other issue of
common concern to the labor and
socialist movements., We hope to
widen the atmosphere of free dis-
cussion and the area of common
action that made this meeting
possible, We propose as a guid-
ing line for the period opening
up before us: frank and demo-
cratic discussion of all our dif-
ferences on the platform and in
the press; unity of action against
the class enemy. This, in our
opinion, is the best way to pro-
mote the strengthened movement
for American socialism we all

aspire to bring about.

Branch Quota Paid  Percent
CLEVELAND $ 420.00 $ 420 100
YOUNGSTOWN 300.00 300.00 100
Buffalo 2100.00 1900.00 91
Boston 600.00 535.00 89
Allentown 102.00 88.00 86
Twin Cities 1584.00 1366.30 86
De?roit 1000.00 848.00 84
Chicago 1560.00 1275.00 B2
Newark 24000 170.00 71
Milwaukee 250.00 173.00 69
Los Angeles 4000.00 2434.50 68
New York 5000.00 3304.10 66
Philadelphia 480.00 284.50 59
St. Louis 80.00 40.00 60
San Francisco 800.00 369.00 46
Akron 140.00 55.00 40
Seattle 360.00 144.00 40
Oakland 240.00 89.00 37
General — 105.60 —_
Totals through — ——
April 8rd $19,256.00 $13,901.00 72

Fund Drive

wise of their fund quota pledges.
Only two, Cleveland and Youngs-
town, have fulfilled their quota
with Cleveland undertaking to
raise an additional sum of $180
for a total of $600.

Over one-quarter of the total
amount pledged by SWP
branches remains to be paid be-
fore the April 15 deadline. A
number of branches have written
in informing us that their
quotas would be met in full and
on time.

Boston writes assuring us
that: “There is no question that
we will be there at the finish
line.” You can take their word
for it — they’ll make the finish
line in a canter,

Minneapolis-St. Paul sends a
check for $200 with the com-
ment: “This brings us to
$1366.30 with only $217.70 to go.
So we are right on the button as
far as we can figure it.” On the
button it is — and it is a fore-
gone conclusion that the Twin

Is Lagging

With Two Weeks to Go

By Constance Farr
Party-Building Fund Director
NEW YORK, April 2 — With only two more weeks
to go before the termination of the Party Building Fund

campaign, only seven Socialist Workers Party branches
have kept abreast percentage®—

before the final bell sounds.
Detroit encloses $50 in a note
which concludes: “We expect to
be paid up by the 15th.”” And
Detroit has a reputation for
realizing their expectations,
Philadelphia, which has been
Jagging behind, sends a check
for $60 with the spirited com-
ment: “We are beginning to
move heaven this week and
earth next week and, if we are
spared, we will have it all in as
of April 14.” The spirit that
moves is what is needed most
of all at the moment. Those
branches which are lagging be-
hind could do no better than
emulate the Philadelphia spirit.
That ye shall be spared is the
ardent prayer of the Fund Driye
Director because the day of
reckoning is drawing nigh!
This is the time for all good
men and women to come to the
aid of their party — and you
have only two weeks ‘o do it in,

Cities will deliver the knockout

Let’s hear from you,
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1. Beck’s Suspension

What should be the attitude of Amer-
ican radicals and of union militants to-
ward the AFL-CIO Executive Council’s
suspension of Beck ? There can, of course,
be no question of sympathy for the
Teamster overlord. The rude, arrogant,
piratical business-unionist, long -hated
among the militants as scab-herder, raider
and all-around bosses’ man is the per-
sonification of the worst evlls of labor
bureaucratism.

But the question is not automatically
settled by reciting the long record of
Beck’s nefarious deeds. There are two
matters to be considered in relation to the
suspension that are of even greater im-
portance.

There is first the question that Beck
was suspended because he used his con-
stitutional rights under the Fifth Amend-
ment.

The Fifth Amendment has proven an
indispensable weapon in the struggle
against the witch hunt. It will prove an
indispensable weapon in the fight against
the labor haters. The smear of “Fifth-
Amendment racketeer” will prove to be as
dangerous to labor’s rights as the con-
cept of “Fifth-Amendment communist”
or of “Fifth-Amendment spy” has been to
civil liberties in general. There can be no

tampering with the basic constitutional
safeguard that the “Fifth” represents.

This consideration is
shadowed by another, namely: What is
the AFL-CIO Council going to do about
fighting back against the anti<labor of-
fensive, to which the McClellan Senatorial
hearings have merely been the prelude?

The top officials intend to do only one
thing: Offer up Beck and any one else
who uses the Fifth Amendment as sacri-
ficial vietim in the hope that the Big
Business crowd will thereby be appeased.
This answer is a guarantee that the em-
ployers’ offensive will mount in intensity
and that it will exact a higher toll of
punitive legislation than could otherwise
be enyisaged.

The suspension of Beck is a surrender
to those corporation executives and
politicians who form part of the power
elite that rules America for Big Business.

The surrender in turn testifies one
again to the inability of the AFL-CIO
chiefs to outline a program for labor in
struggle against the employing class.

The surrender is a continuation of the

CIO tops. Its fruit has been encourage-
ment of the “runaway” problem and the
deterioration of working conditions in
many industries.

2. The Anti-Labor Offensive

The government in its dealings with the
unions has pursued the objective of ex-
tending control over them in order to gut
them as instruments of working-class
struggle.

The Taft-Hartley law passed in 1947
achieved restriction on the right to strike.
It also achieved — through the device of
the “non{Communist” affidavits — a
thought-control intrusion on the selection
of union leadership. The affidavits be-
came part of the broader witch hunt, that
screened or silenced mot oniy radicals but
non-political union militants as well.

The. “Right-to-Work” laws achieved
restrictions on mew union organization.
They first swept the South where they
were enacted by the Dixiecrat wing of the
Democratic Party as a barrier to unioniza-
tion in an area that is vital to the labor
movement. Then they spread North, in-
cluding Indiana with 60,000 union mem-
bers.

The objective of the new attack on
labor on the heels of the “racketeer in-

vestigation” is to extend the “Right-to-
Wark” laws, make further encroachments
on the right to strike and deepen govern-
ment intrusion in the internal affairs of
the union through government regulation
of finances, of memberghip determination
and of union elections.

In the face of the government’s of-
fengive, the leadership of the AFL-CIO
has retreated year by year.

When the AFL and CIO were threatened
with passage of the Taft-Hartley Act in
1947, the top leaders of both organiza-
tions first proposed a 24-hour general
strike, then a March on Washington. They
dropped both ideas. After the law was
passed they vowed a fight for its repeal.
A few years went by, and the labor
bureaucracy campaigned only to get the
act amended.

Now the labor officialdom, standing at
the head of 15 million organized workers
hope tremulously that the Taft-Hartley
Act will not be amended for the worse
and that the suspension of Beck will ward
off the evil.

3. Militants Need a Program

The union officialdom went along with
the witch hunt and used it to help deepen
its bureaucratic control over the unions
and to cement a tightly-knit machine of
permanent and privileged office-holders
in each International.

It promised two southern organizing
drives, never seriously implemented either
and wound up calling both of them off.

The union bureaucracy went all-out in
support of the foreign policy of the U.S.
government in its imperialist designs to
conquer the world.

The bureaucrats bound themselves in al-
liance with the Democratic Party. They
thought to resolve all problems of the or-
ganized workers within the framework of
these schemes of collaboration with the
Big-Business government and with one of
its two political parties.

Finally in each industry, the union
leaders worked out close working agree-
ments with the huge monopoly corpora-
tions on working conditions in exchange
for some wage increases and fringe bene-
fits.

In its capitulation before the current
anti-labor drive, the top officialdom —
from Meany through Reuther —is only
running true to form.

THE ROAD TO PEACE

By James P. Cannon

25 Cents

Order from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University P. New York 3, N.Y..

The cleavage between the union ranks
and the horde of well-paid functionaries
who make up the bureaucracy is well-
nigh complete. The bureaucracy, is hated
as a usurper of the membership’s demo-
cratic rights. The ranks are also well
aware that their high-handed officials
sometimes fall into confusion as to which
pocket is theirs and which the union’s
when it comes to handling finances.

There is a general aspiration to win
union demacracy, and there is a growing
recognition that membership control is es-
sential if the unions are to serve the
membership over such issues, as for in-
stance, the speed-up.

As a result of the current Senate hear-
ings there is a hope among many union
members — although by no means all —
that something good will come for the
cause of rank and file control.

However, it is not a matter of merely
replacing one bureaucrat with another.

It is a matter of program—of class-
struggle program. It is a question of
building a left-wing in the unions pos-
sessed of political consciousness.

The problem of restoring union demo-
cracy is intimately tied with establishing
the political independence of the labor
movement. The motion of the militants
must be to break the political strangle-
hold of the government on the unions by
breaking the tie-up of the union wijth the
government’s foreign policy and with cap-
italist politicians.

‘Organizing around such a program, the
militants will be able to establish a firm
idea of difference between themselves and
the union bureaucrats. They will outline a
perspective of drawing the Negro move-
ment and the farmers in a new assertion
of 'abor’s power.

Thereby they will be able to contest for
the allegiance of the entire rank and file
of the working class and hreak up the
bureaucratic stranglehold on the unions
on the way to smashing the power of Big
Business over the country.

in turn over-

in Cyprus March 5. The stru

er of- Greek Cypriotes, refuses

of Cypriote

British troops capture and disarm a fighter for freedom

ggle for self-determination for

Cyprus, an area important to England as a military base,
continues as Archbishop Makarios, religious and political lead-

to negotiate peace terms until

he is permitted to return to Cyprus.

Unions Win

TOKYO, March 27 — A

the fixing of the minimum-wage
law at 8,000 yen (about $22) a
month.

Spearheading the struggle
were the coal miners and the
national railway union. Both of
these well organized, militant
unions put the governmjent and
capitalist class in serious trouble
during the month by effective
strike action. As a result of
their strikes, wage increases of
1,200 to 1,300 yen a month were
won, Other workers in allied

Propose “Suicide
Fleet” to Prevent
British H-Tests

Fifteen hundred residents of
Kochi, Japan, at a mass protest
rally March: 24, adopted a resolu-
tiort urging that Japanese ships
be sent into the Christmas Island
area to prevent the deadly Brit-
ish Hydrogen-Bomb tests sched-
uled ta begin there sometime
after this week. The resolution
suggested that the ships be man-
ned by seamen from Kochi and
that they stage a sitdown in the
test area to block explosion of
the atom bombs. A similar pro-
posal was made, March 3, by the
apan Council against Atomic
and Hydrogen bombs. The Jap-
anese premier rejected that pro-
posal as “inappropriate” but did
make a formal protest to the
British against the projected ex-
plosions whose radioactive fali-
out constitute a direct menace to
the health of the Japanese people.
In Britain the widespread pro-
test against the coming tests re-
ceived dramatie expression when
a Quaker couple, Harold and
Sheila Steel, announced, March
24, that they were flying to Japan
and would attempt to sail into
the Christmas Island area in pro-
test against refusal to cance! the
tests. (The British Labor Party,
demanded, April 3, that H-Bomb
tests be “delayed.”)

Meanwhile the Japanese gov-
ernment received a note from the
USSR, April 1, rejecting its re-
quest that the Soviet Union cur-
tail its nuclear tests. The note
said Soviet tests were conducted
within its own boundaries and did
not cause any injury to the Jap-
anese. The note requested that
Japan support the Soviet pro-
posal in the UN for a temporary
suspension of all nuclear tests.
The Japanese request was made
on the basis of radioactive snow
and dust being reported in North-
ern and Central Japan after a

March 8 Soviet nuclear test,

Japanese Rail and Mine

Big Strikes

By Ota Ryu

powerful labor offensive was

launched here during the past month embracing about

i : 314 million workers, Key demands included a 2,000 yean
class-collaborationist policy of the AFL-|, month raise (about $5.50) and®—

industries are expected to get
the same raise shortly.

By leading the action, the rail.
way workers — who, it should
be noted, do not have the legal
right to strike — defied the gov-
ernment and emerged as the
leading force in the labor move-
ment. The workers are very
proud that they fought and won.
Their militancy can be expected
to increase,

The leading militants in the
rail and mine unions are mainly
left social-democrats who have
never had a genuine revolu-
tionary party to lead them. The
only thing the Socialist Party
did during the March struggles
was to act as a mediator between
the strikers and the government.
Lacking any 7real perspective,
the Communist Party played an
insignificant role in the strike
struggles. Their main concern
seemed to be working for inter-
national “peaceful co-existence,”
and they followed quietly after
the Socialist Party.

MINIMUM-WAGE FIGHT

A powerful new strike move-
ment in Japan was expected for
March 26 to win the demand for
raising the legal minimum wage,
but it did not materialize. Al
though this is a crucial demand
since over one third of the work-
ing class receives less then 8,000
yven a month, the action was con-
fined to largely ineffective on-
the-job rallies.

To raise the minimum-wage
law vreguires full-scale united
action of the entire working
class. But in the absence of a
conscious revolutionary party, it
has not yet been possible to
mobilize the entire working class
to win this crucial demand,
While the advanced workers have
shown themselves capable of
militant struggle for their own
demands, they do not yet under-
stand how to proceed in the
fight to raise the living stan-
dards of the most exploited
workers.

However the militant spirit of
the Japanese working class
is growing. It made a big ad-
vance with the March struggles
and the process can be expected
to continue,
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By Vincent Copeland
With the Suez cleared
week of all

March 28 that “The canal will
be operated and managed by the

ty established by the Govern-
ment of Egypt on the 26th of
July, 1956.”

The statement has caused an-
ger among the government cir-
cles in the U.S., England and
France. They are still seeking to
achieve some kind of controlling
veice in running the Suez water-
way. This is disguised under
their formula that “the opera-
tion of the canal shall be in-
sulated from the politics of any
country” — most particularly of
Egypt.

Actually, the canal is wholly
within Egypt’s borders. It is just
as much a part of Egyptian ter-
ritory as the Mississippi River
is part of TU.S. territory
Egypt's nationalization of the
Suez Canal last summer and its
incistence on operating the
waterway now are both valid ex-
ercises of its national rights.

COMPENSATION OFFERED

Furthermore, upon nationaliza-
tion, Egypt offered to compen-
sate all the stockholders of the
old Universal 'Suez Canal Com-

this
remaining obsta-
cles to mavigation, a new inter-
national dispute is brewing over
rules established by Egypt for
the operation of the Canal. Egyp-
tian President Nasser stated in
a diplomatic memorandum on

antonomous Suez Canal Authori-

pany at the market price of their
stock as of July 26, 1956.

Considering that Egypt suf-
fered the imperialists to gouge
all the profits out of the opera-
tion of the canal for 88 years;
considering that Egyptian labor
built it for literally starvation
wages (thousands died from dis-
ease, thirst and overwork during
its  construction); considering
that Egyptian money half-fi-
nanced it in the first place
(without any serious compensa-
tion)—considering all this, any
fair-minded person would think
Nasser's compensation offer was
more than adequate.

However, the UJS., British and
French governments—acting for
Big-Business interests in their
respective countries—immediate-
'y retaliated against the Suez na-
tionalization by freezing Egyp-
tian funds in excess of the $275
million book value the canal was
“worth.” Thus, the U.S. govern-
ment froze and still freezes $40
million in Kgyptian accounts
here. Britain has frozen close to
$700 million of Egyptian funds.

Another issue in contention be-
tween the Egyptians and the im-
perialist powers is the method of
raying tolls. The U.S., British and
French governments want 50%
of all tolls placed in an inter-
national escrow. The Nasser 1e-
gime insists that all users of the
canal will have to pay 100% of
fees to Egypt.

The Egyptian terms are, again,

U. S. Gov’t Still Trying
To Impose Rule on Suez

2s an independent nation. They
conform with business usage pur-
sued by other nations,

It may well be that, confronted
by the strength of the Arab na-
tional independence movement,
and with the debacle of the Brit-
ish-French-Isracli invasion of
last fall in mind, the imperialist
governments may temporarily
vield on the issue of control and
of payments. The New York
Times indicated such a possibili-
ty when it sourly observed on
March 31, that “The Suez prob-
lem which was the immediate
cause of the hostilites in the Mid-
dle East last October and No-
vember, is now being settled on
Colonel Nasser's terms.”

This to be sure would be a gain
fur the independence aspiration
of the Arab peoples over their
foreign oppressors and exploit-
¢rs, However, they would still be
far from achieving freedom from
exploitation by imperialism. And
the Big Business concerns—no-
tably the oil trust— show no in-
tention of yielding anything more
without a bloody fight if they
really will yield that much.

Working people in the U.S.
have no interest in being slaugh-
tered for the sake of Wall Street
profits in the Middle East. They
should support Egypt's valid de-
mands for operation of the Suez
Canal and all further assertions

ny the Arab people of their right
to free themselves from foreign

a valid exercise of Egypt’s rights

exploitation and domination.

By George Lavan

Gomulka's sharp swing to the
right in the two months since the
Polish elections, has dealt its
heaviest blows against the intel-
lectuals and students who played
such a prominent role in bring-
ing him to power. However, the
driving force of the Poznan up-
rising and the October Revolu-
tion was the working class—and
here Gomulka has to proceed
more slowly.

The Polish working class was
mobilized ' behind the October
Revolution by militants whose
strongest bases are in the big
Zeran and WFM auto and motor-
cycle fuctories in Warsaw., The
intervention of the proletariat,
standing ready, arms in hand,
gave the required weight to the
October demands of the intellec-
tuals and students. The steady
stream of delegations from the
factories intimidated the Com-
munist Party leadership into ac-
cepting Gomulka es first secre-
tary. The snowballing movement
then successfully backed Gomulka
in his showdown with the Krem-
lin.

Gomulka’s first move against
these newly-formed workers’ or-
ganizations, which had brought
him to power, was to declare that
they had fulfilled their role and
were no longer necessary. Both
by persuasion and by official
non-recognition the revolutionary
committees in the factories—the
embryo of workers’ councils (so-
viets)—thus were dissolved soon
after the October Revolution.
To achieve this the Gomulka
regime agreed fo accept, as an
“experiment,” a form of workers’
councils which are really factory
councils, Factory councils differ
from workers’ councils (soviets)
in that they confine themselves
solely to the economic problems
of the plant or industry, whereas
full-fledged workers’ councils also
take up all political problems.

COUNCILS INDEPENDENT

Nonetheless these factory coun-
cils afford the workers an organ-
ization independent of the state,
party and union bureaucracy, for
intervention on many basic is-
sues confronting them—work

wildfire since October so that
today 80% of the important fac-
tories in Poland have such coun-
cils. As with the October Revo-
lution, the auto workers of Zeran
and WFM constitute the advance
guard of this movement,

A five-man team of French
journalists and professors, who
recently visited Poland, made a
joint report for the independent
socialist publication, France-Ob-
servateur, in which they said; “At
this moment the councils are
multiplying in numbers and multi-
plying their contacts with one an-
other. The bonds established be-
tween councils of a single branch
of industry are officially recog-
nized, and in certain cases, nota-
bly in the electric industry, it ap-
pears that they have formed a
federation to which the Govern-
ment Bureau (a hureaucratic

Polish Regime Bearing Down
On Workers and Intellectuals

nothing to do with the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and social-
ism. We reject such an opinion.”

In a thinly-veiled warning to
‘Gomulka, Jaronsinki wrote of the
danger of the links between state
and working class being broken.
“We must tell each other quite
clearly,” he said, “that there is
no going back on October.”

Though Gomulka himself ap-
pears not to have made any pub-
lie attacks on the councils as yet,
he has displayed a "'zet tough”
attitude on the economic demands
of the workers, He has denounced
strikes which have broken outy
declaring they will cause econo-
mic ruin. On March 22 he steam-
rollered a bill through parliament
repudiating back wages owed
from the Stalinist years to thou-
sands of workers.

fortress) is forced to defer. But
bonds are also established spon-
taneously between councils in dif-
ferent industries. Zeran, which
appears to be the inspiration and
m.odel in the devolopment of these
relations, weekly is visited by del-
egations from different factories
about to form their own councils
thus spreading propagandists for
Zeran throughout Poland.”

LUKEWARM

Gomulka has from the begin-
ning displayed a lukewarm atti-
tude towards the factory coun-
cils, Their spread has filled the
bureaucracy with dismay. . The
Stalinist wing of the bureaucra-
cy. towards whom Gomulka ex-
ercises a forgive-and-forget poli-
cy while he hammers the heads
of the “men of October,” is car-
rying on an open campaign
against the councils. Recently
Jerzy Morawski, Gomulka’s lead-
ing spokesman, wrote an article
in Nowe Drogi warning against
the over-ambition of the factory
councils.

According to the March 16 New
York Times this article was
sharply attacked in a speech by
M. Jarosinki, the new first sec-
retary of the Warsaw CP, who
said: “This opposition (to exten-
sion of powers of councils) has
been upheld by various statements
that tried to show the system of

loads, wages, managament pgli-
cies, etc. They have spread like

workers’ cquncils as a system of

Refugees Still Marxist

The West German government
found itself rather startled by
the result of a survey it recently
made to determine the political
views of working class refugees
from East Germany. The survey
revealed that 61 percent of those
who left East Germany are “still
convinced Marxists or sympathis-
ers.,” Time wmagazine, April 8,
woefully adds to the report that
“only eight percent were for free
enterprise pure and simple.” The
survey findings confirm the na-
ture of Kast German working
class political thinking as ex-
piessed in the June 1953 upris-
ing against the Stalinist regime.

A Marxist Quarterly

International
Socialist Review

The Winter issue is now on
sale. It features articles on the
regroupment of revolutionary
socialist forces in the U.S. and
on the American economy.

35 cents a copy $1.25 a year
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

anarchy and syndicalism having

By Herman Chauka

A mixed picture is presented in
reports from throughout the
country on rank-and-file teamster
reaction to the Senate investiga-
tion of Dave Beck’s financial
operations. Some of the men
welcome the McClellan commit-
tee’s doing a job on him. Others
recognize and fear the commit-
tee’s angi-union objectives. Few
have a good word for Beck. In
the union locals the hearings
have served in some areas to
bring to the surface
smoldering discontent with the
union bureaucracy.

At a stormy meeting, March
31, of Local 804 of the New York

long-|

United Parcel, Woolworth and
cther department store ware-
houses.
ficers were countered from the
floor with proposals to balance
the local’s budget by cutting
down the payroll and other ex-
penditures, and the officers were
accused of *“outlandish living."”

In Portland, Ore., Robert Mil-
ler, a #7-yvear-old over-the-road
driver, announced he was head-
ing a committee “to remove
| those international officers we
think no longer fit for office
and who have brought discredit
| upon us.”

He said that 2.000 of Port-
land’s 12,000 teamsters have
| “committed themselves” to the

Teamsters, the members voted by committee. He indicated uncer-
about 1,400 to 100 against a
proposed $1-a-month dues hike.

Itainty as to what action the
| committee would take and added,

Pleas of the union of-

The local includes drivers at|“We will move, if at all possible,

How Teamsters React

within the scope of the Team-
sters ‘constitution, We are not
going to permit the dissolution
of our organization.”

According to the March 20
New York Times, Miller phoned
Senator McClellan requesting use
of the Senate sub-committee’s
records and said the Senator had
assured him they would be avail-
able to him if needed. In Yakima,
Wash.,, Beck was burned in
effigy after a March 28 union
meeting  where 700 members
veted against contributing any
money to his defense.

At a meeting of Local 70 in
Oakland, Calif., where an eight-
year trusteeship came to an end,
a resolution was immediately
introduced demanding the re-
signation of Beckx James Hoffa
and Frank Brewster. The resolu-

tion was tabled on a procedural

to Beck Probe

point,

In Cincinnati, James Luke,
president of the 17.000-member
Teamsters Joint Council, called
for Beck’s resignation and said
that rank-and-file sentiment in
the area was “running 50-to.one”
against Beck. The day previous
the executive Board of Cincin-
nati Local 100 called for an
audit record of the Ohio Con-
ference of Teamsters. A demand
has also been made by Local 224
in Los Angeles for a full ac-
counting of the Western Con-
ference strike fund.

On the basis of street inter-
views with truck drivers in the
major cities, the March 28 N. Y.
Times concdludes that a majority
of those interviewed welcome the
Senate  investigation “even
though they fear it might hurt

Comments of those interviewed
cdovered a wide range of view-
points. One over-the-road driver
philosophized: “There will still
be thieves. I don’t blame them
a bit for taking it. The only
thing I think is the guys now in
have got enough loot.”

But one driver at a New York
pier pegged the problem when
he said:“The Senate investiga.
tion is part of a campaign to
smash all unions. When the
Senators get through looking at
the Teamsters somehody ought
to start an investigation of the
Senators. And the newspapers
are just as bad. The union has
done a good job for us, Ten
years ago we were looked on as
a bunch of bums. Today we make
a good living. If Beck’s a crook,
we have lots of good, honest men

labor,”

to take his place.”



The Negro Struggle

ruz MILITANT

Class Struggle Underlies Fight on Inlegration

(The following appeared as an

March 23 Palmetto Leader, a Negro mewspaper
published in Columbia, South Carolina.
title is the same as in the original. — Ed.)

The real issue in the South is not
segregation or integration. It goes deeper
than that. Any other cause celebre might
do just as well if it would keep the labor-

er’s mind off the low wage
South.

The thing that the present leaders of the
South fear more than anything else is

that both the Negro and the
ing men will get their heads
organize themselves into a

kind of an organization would win all

that it deserved to win.
But so long as southern

keep the two races fighting each other,
there is no danger of Negro and white
working men organizing into a strong

bargaining unit.

None of the pro-segregationist south-
ern leaders actually hate the Negro. In

fact, they love him because

their “meal ticket,” both politically and
economically, The more outspoken they
are against Negro rights,

editorial in the  assured they

The  between race

All of the s

scale in the

are of keeping their political

offices. The more tension they can stir up

s, the more money they can

make for themselves and their support-
ers by keeping wages down.

outhern politicians know that

as long as the two races that have to labor
for their living are fighting about color,
they will never be able to get together

and demand a decent wage for their work.

They certain
support of b

white work-
together and

union. That e 410 North

the purchase
them.
How did th

leaders can

ly can’t get it without the
oth races.

Southern Negro and white men who buy
automobiles or any electrical appliances
for their homes are paying the high wages

and West, but are not get-

ting any such wages themselves to make

of such articles easier for

e laboring class in the North

and West secure high wages? They did it
by organizing and demanding their share

of the consumer’s dollar.

That will
so long as t
he has been

the more such a case,

never happen in the South
he white man tries to keep

the Negro down.
In order to keep the Negro down, the
white man must stay down with him. In

neither race can advance.

‘Edge of City i Presents
Moving Interracial Theme

By Ruth Nortion

'Like Home of the Brave, a
1946 film which broke down Hol-
lywood’s pre-World War II ban
_on movies dealing with Jim Crow,
Edge of the City is a gauge of
the growing power of the Ne-
gro struggle for equality. Both
films were made in periods of
large-scale protests by Negro
masses and deal with individuals
who stand as symbols of the
Negro mass. The other movies
about Negroes that have trickled
thkrough between Home of the
Brave and Edge of the City have
concerned themselves with the
“talented tenth” rather than with
the Negro mass. Or like Carmen
Jones they have segregated the
Negro in an all-colored cast.

TWO TILMS CONTRASTED

As the [first film on the Ne-
gro question, Home of the Brave
Lad some shock value. And it
registered the fact that the Ne-
gro aspirations for equality had
become a prime issue in Amer-
ica, But while presenting the
central Negro character as a
symbol of an oppressed group,
it gave him no personality and
it held out a bleak perspective
on integration when the unmo-
tivated and strained friendship
between the Negro and the white
soldier came to a negative con-
clusion,

By contrast, Edge of the City
portrays the development of
{riendship between two doc-k
workers—one Negro and the oth-
er white. Their friendship ripens
both on the job and in their so-
cial life. It is treated naturally,

in action. And by opposing
the destructive effects of
racism to this friendship, the
movie makes an indictment of
white supremacy and builds a
powerful case for integration.
Thus, Edge of 'the City reflects
the gains scored by the Negro
movement since 1946 and the im-
pact on American society of the
organized Negro struggle in the
South.

The film is the story of how a
white worker seemingly defeated
in life, resolves his individual
problems and achieves his full
stature as a human being in the
course of identifying himself with
tne fight for racial equality, A
New York dock provides the set-
ting in which Axel Nordman’s
transformation takes place. He
runs up against a bullying ex-
ploiter of workers in the person
of his foreman, Charlie Mallick,
who is a racist.

THE CHOICE

Axel also encounters Tommy
Tyier, a ‘Negro worker, who
knows how to handle the veiled
irsults of Mallick without back-
g down. From Charlie Mallick:
“1 can’t understand how you got
this kind of job.” Answer by
Tommy Tyler: “Oh, I'm one of
those who sneaked through. It
happens every now and then.”
“I remember when they didn’t let
your kind work here,” “What
kind am 1?” asks Tommy point-
edly. Tommy tells Axel about his
impression of men like Charlie,
warning that “A man must make
a choice,” between the human

Axel is aided in making his
chioice when he enters into the
social milicu of Tom and his wife
and finds concern for his prob-
lems. Here the film takes on
vitality and hope, and the incon-
gruity of prejudice is achieved.
Interestingly, the woman ques-
tion is linked briefly to this al-
firmation of fraternization, when
Tum's wife remarks after dinner
that the submerged class of wom-
en will now retire to their knit-
ting and leave the men to their
“important business.”

IL comes as a rough jolt when
the situation shifts back to the
tensions on the docks which ex-
plode inevitably into a fight to
the death, precipitated by Charlie
against Axel, Tommy intervenes,
claiming the fight as his own
usnd is slain, The nature and out-
come of the fight pose a final
decision for Axel. His hesitation
gives the viewer a chance to par-
ticipate in his struggle. And the
film ends on a clear, positive
note.

REALISTIC SETTING

Edge of the City was adapted
for the movie medium by Robert
Alan Arthur from his TV drama,
“A Man is Ten Feet Tall,” writ-
ten originally for the smaller di-
mensions of the TV studio. 1t
recalls some recent movie adap-
tations of Paddy Chayefsky’s TV
plays, in that dge of the City
doesn’t go in for lavish Holly-
wood sets, but heightens the
realism of its theme by keeping
ifs characters in their day-to-day

thus portraying racial equality

race and the “lower forms.”

settings.

Calendar of Events

Detroit Fri., Night

Socialist Forum
Fri., April 12 — 8 P.M.
“Prospects and Problems

Of the Socialist Movement
Speaker: V. R. DUNNE

L
Fri., April 19 — 8 P.M.
“The UAW Convention:
A Report from Atlantic City”

Eugene V. Debs Hall
3737 Woodward, 2nd Fl.

Twin Cilies
Labor Forum

®
“Fri., April 12 — 8 P.M.
“Why Congress is Investigating
the Teamsters Union™
Speaker: HENRY SCHULTZ
Veteran Trade Unionist
Labor Book Store
322 Hennepin Ave. (2nd Floor)
Minneapolis
Auspices:
Twin Cities Labor
Forum Committee

Berkeley Readers

Enjoy a Gala Evening
Of Chamber Music

* k%

See a8 New Film on
The Sobell Case

L
Refreshments
Sat. Eve., April 13
1633 Cedar St.
Contribution 50 cents

New York

Militant Labor Forum
Sun., April 7 — 7:30 P.M.

“Automation
And Socialism”
Speaker: ROBERT CHESTER
®

Sun., April 14 — 7:30 P.M.

“The Case of Morton Sobell
— Prisoner of the Witchhunt”

Speakers:
HELEN SOBELL

Wife of Morton Sobell
and
MYRA TANNER WEISS

1956 Vice Presidential Candidate,
Socialist Workers Party
116 University Place

American Youth
for Socialism
holds open meetings every

Tuesday night at 116 Unlversity
Place, at 8 P.M.

Tues., April 9
A review of Peter I'ryer’s
Book, Hungarian Tragedy
Speaker: ART ROSS

“The History of American
Socialism”

a series of classes led by JOYCE
COWLEY will begin Monday,
April 8, 8-10 P. M. and wiil
continue on every Monday night
until June 10.
Register Now:

Marxist Labor School

116 University ’lace

New York 3, N.Y-

l Los Angeles

®
Two Saturday Afternoon
Classes
Six Lectures at 1 P.M. on:

“The First American
Revolution™

By WILLIAM F. WARDE
And Six Lectures at 2 P.M. on:

“The Russian Revalution
Of 1917”

By THEODORE EDWARDS

(See next issue for lecture titles)
Lectures begin

Sat., April 20

School of International
Socialism
1702 E. Fourth St.
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the Wagner administration’s
teachers’ pay.
York teachers were given a brush
off in their wage demands in the
projected 1957-58 budget. Ignor-
ing recommendations of the

Roard of Education for a blanket
increase for all teachers, the new
budget,”

Mrs, ©Cowley said,

JOYCE COWLEY

“makes the outrageous proposal
that increases be confined to 16,-
00 high school teachers and
supervisors with the remaining
24,000 to get nothing.”

The Board of Education had
recommended that the new budg-
ct include a $23-million appro-
priation to provide blanket in-
creases. Instead, the proposed
budget includes a $6-million ap-
propriation which will provide a
two-stage, $400-a-year increase
for a small grouping and virtual-

Cowley Hits at City’s
Teacher Pay Proposal

APRIL 4 — Joyce Cowley, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for mayor of New York City today protested

Underpaid New&—

budget recommendations for

by establishing a ten-year sen-
iority proviso on those eligible
for the increase.

The move to grant inecreases
only to a select few was hit by
Rose Russell, legislative repre-
sentative of the Teachers Union
as one designed to “further di-
vide the teaching staff.”

The president of the High
I8chool  Teachers .Association,
Mrs. Concetta C. Roy declared,
“We must show the city we mean
basiness, We are not going to
be satisfied with peanuts.” Plans
have been announced by teach-
ers’ organizations for a series
of protest rallies culminating in
a mass motorcade on City Hall
April 9.

WIDER BOYCOTT

At the same time plans are
being considered for a sharp ex-
tension of the boycott of extra-
curricular activities which has
been carried on in the city schoois
for the past six years. The High
School Teachers Association
row drawing up a special code
for its members including the
following points: Ask teachers
vot to stay a single minute after
the school day ends; Request
teachers not to write for any
school publication; Boycott meet-
ings of committees
revisions of school courses. Take
a passive attitude at faculty
meetings by attending but re-
maining silent.

Teacher spokesmen were also
sharp in their attack on 'School
Superintendent Jansen. Highly
articulate when it comes to fan-
ning the witch hunt in the school
system, Jansen has thus far re-
mained silent on the rejection
of the Board of Education wage

ly excludes all younger teachers

recommendation,

(Continued from page 1)

Bioletti and President Walter
Reuther calling upon them to
liberalize the UAW's policy on
strike relief. As of now, no reply
has been received.

ONE LOCAL AT A TIME

Local 230’s strike occurred as
a direct result of the Interna-
tional’s own actions in respect
to the speed-up problem in
l Chrysler, On Feb. 26, in national
negotiations with Chrysler, the
UAW’s top leaders reached an
agreement with the Company
on speed-up, and called off a
corporation-wide strike.  This
settlement provided that if the
members of the union were not
satisfied with its terms, they
could strike Chrysler on a local
union level. Because of this, for
the first time in its history Local
230 is now on strike without the
other Chrysler plants being also
shut down,

Local 230’s leadership was not
in accord with this one-local-
at-a-time strike strategy. Then,
when the UAW'’s so-called na-
tional agreement did not result
in any improvement of the work-
ing conditions in the Maywood
plant, the rank-and-file members
went out on two wildcat strikes.
Under this pressure, Local 230's
leaders asked for, and were
given, strike authorization by
the International. To date, the

biggest source of encouragement
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the strikers have received has
come with the news that some
of their sister locals in the East
were refusing to work overtime
so that Chrysler could not make
up the production that it was
losing at the Maywood Plant,

Local 230 is fighting for an
agreement which will maintain
a reasonable and fixed relation-
ship between line-speed and man-
power. The outcome of this
strike may well set a precedent
which will be used as a basis
for settlement throughout the

i8]

planning |

One of the things they're talk-
ing about is what role the la-
bor movement should play in
these elections, and how it can
get some representation of its
own in the city government.
Well worth thinking about are
the remarks by Eddie Plawecki,
Bill Hughes and Harry Philo, re-
porters of the Star Building col-
umn that appeared in the March
25 issue of Ford Facts, the news-
paper of UAW [Ford Local 600.
It's an article about labor and
politics, I don’t agree with every-

SARAH LOVELL

thing, in it, but I want to call
attention to the conclusion,
which says:

“Four years ago, we supporti-
ed nine candidates for the De-
troit Common Council and not
one was a real Labor representa-
tive. That campaign will be
starting soon again and in this
most industrial city in the U.S,,
we have a right to demand some
men from our ranks on the Com-
mon Council.

“The Common Council should
hear of job runaway, DSR fares,
unemployment, welfare, employ-
ment conditions of City workers,
taxes, etc. We need a Labor man
with our support to presenti our
feelings.”

The main idea expressed here
is certainly correct and progres-
sive. The policy of endorsing old-
line Democrats (even though
they are listed as “non-partisan”
on the bailot) has resulted in
“not one, , . real Labor repre-
sentative” in City Hall.

Until labor runs its own can-

Unionists Urge Labor Run
CandidatesinDetroit Election

By Sarah Lovell
Socialist Candidate for Mayor
DETROIT — Union members are already beginning
to think and talk about the Detroit city elections even
though the primaries for mayor and common council
won't take place until Sept. 10.

“some,” but a full slate; and no
just to “present our feelings,”
but to pass legislation to meet
our needs. The workers are the
cverwhelming majority of the
population, and the city admin-
istration should be in the hands
of the representatives of this
majority.

I’'m glad this article has ap-
peared, because if independent
political action by labor this year
is to be more than just talk or
hopes, it’s necessary to begin
doing something about it pretty
soon,

In talks before some union
meetings, I have already propos-
ed what I think is the first log-
ical step:

Get the CIO and AFL to call
a conference of all Detroit lo-
cal unions, Negro organizations,
housewives and youth groups,
for the purpose of formulating
a program to meet our needs
and of selecting a full slate of
candidates for mayor and com-
mon council.

We still have time to do this,
but not too much time, The last
fuling date is July 27.

1 appeal to everyone who fa-
vors such action to make it
known how they feel in their own
organizations. The only way to
bring about a campaign of this
kind is by the rank and file

their leaders know what they
want.

If the labor movement puts up
its own candidate for mayor,
then I will consider withdrawing
in his favor. If it doesn’t, then
I will keep campaigning and try-
ing to win support and votes
for the kind of political aection
and program that will Jead to
the formation of an independent
labor party.

I hope that Brothers Plawecki,
Hughes and Philo, and the many
other union men and woman in
Detroit who feel as they do, wiil
actively work for a labor con-

speaking up for it and letting| !

Three Socialist Campaigns

Banks Polls
7094 Votes
In LA. Race

LOS ANGELES, April 4 — In

a statement issued today Erroli

Banks, socialist candidate for
Mayor, expressed his thanks to
those who had supported his
campaign and declared he would
continue to devote his *‘energies
to the fight for socialism just as
fully as before the election.”
Banks ran with the support
of the Socialist Workers Party,
and in the course of the cam-
paign won endorsement from
Vincent Hallinan, 1952 Presi-
dential candidate for the Pro-
gressive Party. He also received
the endorsement of the Inde-
pendent Socialist League. With
the elections held Tuesday,
Banks received a reported 7,094
votes.

Endorsement of his campaign
by Vincent Hallinan was con-
tained in a message to a pre-
election banquet for the so-
cialist candidate. Hallinan’s mes.
sage said: “Please convey my
best wishes to your meeting and
my hopes that Erroll Banks will
receive the support of all wha
subscribe to the principles of
Soctalism and Social Justice.”

Throughout his  campaign

o R
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ERROLL BANKS

ference and an independent la-
bor slate this year.
I'or that is the way to achieve

are irying to popularize in this
eampaign:

“Labor and its allies, repre-
senting the majority of the pop-
ulation, have the power, the right
and the duty to govern Detroit.”

(Campaign headquarters of the

didates, that same situation will
continue. And what’s needed is

entire Chrysler division.

not just one labor candidate, or

Sarah Loveil for Mayor Com-
mittee is 3737 Woodward, De-
, troit. Phone TEmple 1-6135.)

(Continued from page 1)
preparation of anti-labor legisla-
ltion began long before the
+ Senate inquiry into corruption
iin the labor movement. The
i Senate inquiry is only the open-
ing publi¢ phase of a well-
planned Big-Business strategy.
he Justice Department’s pro-
posals for a new antitrust law
to be applied to unions came
out of recommendations made by
a special committee of private
citizens appointed by Attorney
Brownell years ago.

in 1955 proposing that union
activities aimed at “outright
market  control” should be
prohibited.

A six-page memo on these
recommendations, 1reports the
Wall Street Journal, is now being
secretly eirculated within the

.« Spur Anti-Union Drive

BECK

Administration. The Senate¢ hear-
ings create the atmosphere

for the open preparation and,
pushing of such legislation.
What the Big-Business press
makes the most noise about are
legislative proposals for govern-
ment supervision of union funds
and of union elections. The Taft-
Hartley law, too, had highly-
touted clauses in it supposedly
“protecting’” the rank-and-file
from abuse of power by union
officials, The ten-year experience
with the law shows, however,
that the operative clauses have
been those designed to weaken
the unions as instruments for
the defense of the workers’ in-
terests against the employers.
First, the restrictions on the
right to strike have hampered
the workers at crucial moments
of bargaining especially in
settling grievances. Second, the
“non-Communist” affidavits —
the government's first inter.

against labor that is necessary'

elections — served to push many
devoted union militants out of
office. (During the same ten
years union bureaucrats have in-
creased their arbitrary power
and privilege-taking considerably,
legal restrictions notwithstand-
ing.)

. The Senate hearings have ad-
Journed for two weeks. But
McClellan has promised to return
with more juicy material with
which to exeite labor-haters. Iu
addition the House of Represen-
tatives is planning to get into
the publicity spotlight with an
“investigation” of its own under
the auspices of the House Labor
Committee chaired by Barden of
North Carolina, another Demo-
crat, Barden assured reporters
that his “inquiry” won’t be
merely a “side show.” He ap-
parently hopes to produce a main
event in competition with the
Senate.

emergency session March 29, not
Lo plan a campaign to fight off
anti-labor legislation, but to try
to separate themselves belatedly
from their too-greedy colleague
Beck was suspended from his
Council posts for invoking his
rights under the Fifth Amend-
ment in defiance of the Senate
probers,

On May 2 Beck will be granted
a hearing by the Council to face
charges of *“malfeasance” in of-
fice. The danger in this attempt
to “get”™ Beck by bureaucratic
maneuvers on top is the danger
of splitting the labor movement.
Should this happen the entire
labor movement wodld be con-
siderably weakened through in-
ternecine warfare.

The Building Trade Depart.
ment, especially in need of co-
operation from the IBT, said

the objective that we socialists|

April 1 that Beck was still a
member of its Executive Coun-
cil. George Meany, AFL.CIQ
president, reportedly disputed
this fact, But Meany’s move
against Beck is a bureaucratic
attempt to usurp the rights that
should belong to the members
of the IBT ualonc. The bureau-|
cratic practices of Beck will not
He overcome by the bureaucratic
practices of Meany.

The Teamsters Council met in
Washington, April 2, and re-
huked Beck by cutting down his
announced plan for a million
dollar campaign to counter the
Senate investigation, Action by
these office-holders, however, is
aceidedly limited by their own
aiilty knowledge of and par-
ticipation in the corrupt prac-
tices of Beck. Only the rank-and-
file Teamsters can get rid of the
whole parasitic IBT bureaucracy.
But in doing so they must guard

In the meantime the AFL.CIO
Executive Council met on the;

ference in the process of union

heels of the Beck revelations inl

carefully the unity of the organ-
ization and its independence

Banks hit hard on the issues
confronting labor and the Ne-
gro people and utilized the elec-
tion to spread the message of
socialism, In a recent appearance
on the Tom Duggan television
show Banks took his stand in
opposition to the present Con-
gressional attack on labor.

Banks said: “A committee
with McCarthy, Mundt and Gold-
water have no good or progres-
sive designs toward labor. Their
aim is to handcuff the labor
movement 1 oppose any wrong-
doing in the union movement. But
there are plenty of honest and
sincere workers capable of re-
placing those guilty of wrong-
doings, I support Carl Stellato
of FFord Loca) 600 of the UAW
in his stand that labor can clean
its own house and doesn't need
any Senate investigating come.
mittees.”

Banks concentrated his cam-
paign activities on union meet-
‘ngs where he spoke on the nced
for a Labor Party, Sometimes
warmly  welcomed, sometimes
fighting through political preju-
dices of officials, Banks spoke to
about 20 organizations, One of
the most impressive was a meet-
ing of 660 men and women mem-
bers of the Shoeworkers Local
i22 which vepeatedly applauded
his platform planks, The cam-
paign climax March 31 came with
Ranks speaking to three Ne-
gro churches and the Southeast
Interracial Couneil. A banquet
that night was attended by 90
campaiguers.
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on the case
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from government interference.




