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Drive for Anti-Labor Laws Stepped Up
United Auto Workers 

A t the Crossroads
An Editorial

A t the 1946 Atlantic C ity convention of 
the UAW, W alter Reuther was f irs t 
elected president o f the Union prim arily 
because he was associated w ith the Gen­
eral Motors strike and w ith the m ilitant 
slogans of that victory. Today Walter 
Reuther is associated w ith something 
entirely different — collaboration w ith 
the corporations and the government in 
putting the damper on m ilitant struggles, 
thereby undermining and weakening the 
figh ting  sp irit of the union ranks.

The last eleven years have seen many 
grandiose plans emanating from the 
Reuther machine. These were calculated, 
according to Reuther himself, “ to give 
them [the corporations] a little  vision. 
They can’t  save this system of ours unless 
they do the things we’re proposing. . 
This idea of try ing to save the system is 
nothing but a fancy sounding cover-up 
fo r running away from a fig h t w ith the 
corporations and the political parties they 
control. Where has this policy led?

There have been some gains. The AFL- 
CIO is united, in principle at least. The 
UAW has won the principle of pensions, 
the principle of the annual improvement 
factor and the cost of living increase, and 
the principle of supplementary unemploy­
ment benefits.

Speed-Up Increasing
On the other hand, the speed-up has 

never been worse, unemployment and in­
security is increasing through the effects 
of automation and plant closures as well 
as “ decentralization”  and runaway plants, 
and tha cost of liv ing is, still rising faster 
than wages and making the pensions more 
inadequate every day. I t  is all too clear 
now, that w ith each o f the gains in the 
contract, there is a lot more “ principle”  
involved than there is payment from the 
coffers of the corporations into the 
pockets of auto workers.

What is worse, the fighting position of 
the whole labor movement, and the UAW 
along w ith it, has been badly weakened. 
The slavish support for the U.S. State 
Department’s cold-war foreign policy, and 
the accompanying witch hunt against le ft 
wingers in the unions has resulted in the

victimization and discouragement of thou­
sands of the most m ilitant unionists.

The officia l policy of supporting the 
Democratic Party has not only failed to 1 
inspire the membership and the millions 
o f unorganized workers, especially in the 
South, but has utterly failed to produce 
favorable legislation or government ac­
tion. The Taft Hartley act remains, after 
being upheld by the Democrats in Con­
gress, and the figh t to repeal it  has been 
virtually abandoned. The Right-to-Scab 
laws are spreading. Unfavorable court, 
NLRB and compensation rulings are in­
creasing, including threats against Sup­
plementary Unemployment Benefits.

Southern Drive
The drive to organize the South, which 

is the only real answer to runaway plants 
and decentralization, as well as to victory 
in the civil-rights fight, has been aban­
doned. In its place appears another gran­
diose plan to organize the white-collar 
workers — but even that seems doomed 
as a result of the McClellan committee 
hearings. Is this, then, to be the next 
great crusade —  to help the Senators 
to smear the labor movement in the 
disastrously mistaken hope that the gov- 
vernment w ill clean out the crooks?

The only way out of this morass into 
which Reuther and the other “ labor 
statesmen”  have led the unions is to or­
ganize the fighting in itiative of the rank 
and file in a left-w ing movement to 
champion their own direct interests, both 
economically and politically. The central 
plank of a genuine le ft wing which could 
organize the present growing opposition 
to the Reuther machine in the UAW, 
would be a break w ith the policy of col­
laboration w ith the employing class — 
for an independent party of labor, and for 
m ilitant struggle against the corporations.

That is' what w ill make the courts and 
the various boards, and the “ public”  too, 
more sensitive to labor’s interests. That 
is what can put meat on the skeleton of 
“ principles”  in UAW contracts. And that 
is what can add substantial gains — like 
3i)-for-40 — to effectively deal w ith auto­
mation and unemployment.

TOP UAW POLICY WEAKENS 
STRIKE AT LA. CHRYSLER

M A Y W O O D , C A L IF ., M arch 
30 —  The C h rys le r s tr ik e  a t the 
M aywood P lan t, now en te ring  its  
th ird  week, is confronted w ith  
un ce rta in ty  and cris is . On the 
one hand the s tr ik e rs  are p ro tes t­
in g  the  fa ilu re  o f the In te rn a ­
tio n a l U n ion to  provide much- 
needed s tr ik e  assistance, w h ile  
on the other, the Company is 
ta k in g  advantage o f the s itu a ­
tio n  to  press demands fo r  more 
speed-up than th a t which existed 
when the s tr ik e  was called.

U A W  Local 230 w ent on s tr ike  
when C h rys le r raised its  produc­
tion  standards fro m  473 to 534 
cars per day. N egotia tions, which 
have been in  progress since the 
s tr ik e  was called, were broken 
o f f  today when the Company 
a rro g a n tly  proposed 616 cars per 
day as a basis fo r  settlem ent.

Yesterday, ran k  and f i le  mem­
bers staged an angry  demonstra-

tion  a t Local 23’CTs union hall 
when they became aware o f the 
D A W  'In te rn a tio n a l's  po licy on 
s tr ik e  assistance. The U A W  has 
m ore than $20 m illio n  in the 
s tr ik e  fund. However, w ith  3,700 
w o rkers  id led by the w a lkou t, 
the  In te rn a tion a l issued 150 food 
orders and then discontinued 
operations over the week end 
u n t il the fo llo w in g  Monday. 
Food orders under the U A W ’s 
plan are based on need and 
range fro m  $8 pe r week fo r  
sing le men to $30 fo r  those w ith  
wives and s ix  o r m ore children.

In  the fratfas th a t ensued as a 
re s u lt o f the  In te rn a tio n a l’s 
p inch-penny s tr ik e  assistance, 
ira te  w o rkers  denounced th e ir  
union leaders and smashed a 
w indow  in  th e ir  un ion ha ll. 
Some o f the members are openly 
ta lk in g  o f go ing  back to  w o rk  
w ith o u t w a it in g  fo r  a s tr ike

settlem ent. They are a l s o  
th re a te n in g  to p u t a p icke t line  
around th e ir  own union ha ll.

M eanw hile o ther locals in  the 
Los Angeles area, who are ready 
and w illin g  to  help the C hrys ler 
s tr ike rs , are being held back by 
another aspect o f the U A W ’s 
s tr ik e  assistance po licy. The In ­
te rn a tio n a l has ru led th a t a ll 
donations fro m  o ther locals m ust 
go in to  the U A W ’s s tr ik e  fund, 
in is  would mean th a t i t  would 
be given to  the s tr ike rs  in  ac­
cordance w ith  In te rn a tio n a l’s 
pinch-penny po licy. The other 
locals, the re fo re  w a n t to g ive 
th e ir  donations d ire c tly  to Local 
230 so th a t the  s tr ike rs  w ill 
receive the re lie f  w h ich th is  
m oney w i l l  provide.

The o ffice rs  o f Local 230 have 
dispatchcd u rg en t appeals to 
R e g i o n a l  D ire c to r Charles 

(Continued on page 4)

By A Detroit Auto Worker <•>
APRIL 1 — A ll indications are that auto workers 

at the coming convention of the UAW in A tlantic City 
beginning A pril 7, w ill be demanding answers to a num­
ber o f questions on both the eco
nom ic and p o lit ic a l f ie ld  w h ich 
have been p ilin g  up and g ro w ­
in g  more intense over the years.

On the one hand, autom ation, 
in fla t io n  and speed-up, on the 
o ther, long-te rm  contracts along 
w ith  the d is inc lina tion  o f the 
leadership to  exe rt its e lf  have 
resu lted in  a s itua tion  in  which 
the  union is t ra il in g  fa r  behind 
the needs and the demands of 
the auto w orkers. F rom  la g g in g  
and re tre a tin g  on m any fro n ts , 
the R euther leadership is  now 
faced w ith  the com pelling neces­
s ity  to open up a sharp s trugg le  
on many fro n ts  i f  i t  is  to rem ain 
long in o ffice . W hether i t  can 
convince the auto w orkers  th a t 
i t  is capable o f m ak ing  th a t 
tra n s itio n  is another question.

S P E E D -U P
O vershadowing a ll o th e r ques­

tions on the economic fro n t, 
looms the speed-up issue. “ E n ­
ligh tened”  corpora tions have a l­
w ays been w illin g  to trade  a few  
cents in wage increases o r fr in g e  
bene fits  in  exchange fo r  coopera­
tio n  by the un ion in “ m aintain, 
in g  order,”  in  “ observing g riev  
ance procedure,”  or, p u t more 
fra n k ly ,  in  look ing  the o ther 
w ay when the speed-up screw 
is lightened. F o r every cent thus 
paid out, the corpora tions ne t a 
hundredfo ld  re tu i’n.

The reve la tions o f the re p o rt 
o f V ice P resident M isch o f the 
C hrys le r C orpo ra tion  on the un 
derstand ing between the corpo-

ra tio n  and the union leadership 
on production  standards have 
n o t come as a surp rise  to  the  
auto w orkers.

L a s t fa ll ,  Reuther claimed th a t 
“ The U n ion ’s jo b  is  no t to  b ring  
up the C h rys le r production 
standards to  those o f GM [Gen­
e ra l M o to rs ] and Ford, b u t to  
b ring  down the production stand­
ards o f F ord  and GM to  near 
the  leve l o f those in  C hrys le r. 
W e have authorized m any s trikes  
in  GM on p roduction  standards, 
and w herever the w o rkers  were 
w ill in g  to  f ig h t  on a production 
standard in  GM, the In te rn a tio n a l 
has g iven them  s tr ik e  au tho riza ­
tion . O ur job  is to  ge t the GiM 
w orkers  in  the fra m e  o f m ind 
to take on a production  stand­
ards f ig h t  w ith  the corpora tion, 
and we have been w o rk in g  on th is  
too.”  (U A W  N a tiona l C hrys ler 
Conference, Sum m ary, Oct. 11 
and 12, 1056. Em phasis in o r ig in ­
a l.)

R euthe r’s m em ory is short. I t  
was on ly tw o years ago, the 
sp rin g  o f 1'955, when hundreds of 
thousands o f GM and Ford  w o rk ­
ers, w ent on s tr ik e  w ith  speed­
up as a cen tra l issue. Reuther 
called these s trugg les unau thoriz ­
ed and rushed his lieutenan ts a ll 
over the country to urge the w o rk ­
ers back on the job.

A f te r  the C hrys le r w orkers are 
to ld  th a t GM w orkers are to .blame 
fo r  speed-up in  the auto indus­
t r y ,  R euther goes on to say in  the 
above quoted rep o rt, “ In  C hrys ler

we say to the leadership th a t 
where there are loose standards, 
the problems m ust be faced prac­
tic a lly  and re a lis tic a lly  in  line 
w ith  a fa ir  day’s w o rk .”

T h is  fo rm u la  indicates tha t the 
C hrys le r C orpora tion  was ju s t i­
fied  in its  be lie f tha t Reuther 
would pe rm it a speeding-up o f its  
lines. F o r w ha t are “ loose stand­
ards”  and who determ ines a “ fa ir  
day’s w o rk ? ”  The companies, GM 
included, a lw ays consider p ro ­
duction standards “ loose”  and are 
always ready to  make o u t a 
“ case”  —  com plete w ith  s top­
watch measurements and s ta tis ­
tics —  fo r  t ig h te n in g  production 
standards fu rth e r.

The U A W  m ust act on speed-

REUTHER

up. The ranks w ill e ithe r force 
the present leadership to e lim i­
nate man - k il l in g  production 
standards, o r they w ill produce 
a new leadership dedicated to th a t 
fundam enta l proposition.

SO-FOR-10
A n o th e r ' u rgen t issue is the 

need fo r  a s trugg le  fo r  30-hours 
w o rk  fo r  40-hours pay. Long over­
due and long demanded by the 
workers, th is  cam paign w ill an­
swer the g ro w th  o f technological 
unem ploym ent —  bu t on ly i f  i t  is 
not changed in to  an in s ig n if ic a n t 
demand fo r  a reduction o f the 
w ork week to 30 o r 37 hours. The 
indicated approach o f the leader­
ship, which sees a 30-hour w ork 
week in  ten years w ill ce rta in ly  
no t meet the issue. W ith  unem­
p loym ent th rea ten ing  now, the 
ten-year plan makes no sense.

‘R U N A W A Y ’ PRO BLEM
The In te rn a tio n a l has f in a lly  

taken note o f the job  runaw ay 
fro m  the D e tro it  area w h ich has 
le f t  thousands o f older, high-sc- 
n ie r ity  w orkers in a hopeless s it ­
uation. Am ong others, Packard, 
M u rra y  Body, and Hudson are a 
dosed chapter. C hrys ler, GM 
and F ord  w orkers constantly  see 
th e ir jobs m oving ou t fro m  under 
them. The p rogram  o f the U'AW 
which calls fo r  the r ig h t  o f se­
n io r ity  employes to move w ith  
th e ir  job, -a re location allowance, 
m u ltip le  p la n t sen io rity  and sev­
erance pay, a lthough la te  and 
on ly a p a rtia l answer, is never­
theless welcome. W ha t remains to 
be seen is i f  the auto workers 
w ill p e rm it another instance of 
g l it te r in g  prom ise and p o o r  
achievement.

The voice o f the ranks in  de­

m anding an increase in pension 
la te s  and a low ering  o f the re ­
tirem e n t age on the one hand, 
and an increase in  the to ta lly  in ­
adequate so-called Guaranteed 
Annua l W age on the other, are 
issues which cannot be ignored 
w ith  im p u n ity  by the leadership 
o f the U A W .

I I  the present leadership is 
tra il in g  fa r  behind the tim es and 
(he voiced needs o f the rank and 
f i le  o f the auto union on economic 
questions, in the fie ld  o f p o lit ic a l 
action i t  is ta il-end ing  even the 
ca p ita lis t po litic ian s  like  ex-Sen- 
a to r H e rbe rt Lehman and Sen­
a to r John Kennedy, both o f whom 
adm it the bankru p tcy  o f the 
Dem ocratic P a rty .

On a w o rld  scale the g re a t 
masses o f common people, s t r iv ­
in g  desperately fo r  a human ex­
istence, hear fro m  A m erica  on ly 
the voice o f the o il in te rests  and 
the A rm y  shouting  th rea ts  of 
atom ic destruction . W ith in  A m er­
ica the Negro people and the 
w o rk in g  class are to ld  by our 
present leadership to look to  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  fo r  the solution 
o f th e ir  problems.

W ith  the labo r movem ent nu ­
m erica lly  s tronger than a t any

GOOD GUESS
M rs. K ilb u rn  Beal o f Gains 

v ille  O nta rio  won a $619.50, 20 
fo o t freezer in  an unusual con 
test, reported the Dec. 1, 1956 
Ford  Facts , U n ited  Autom obile  
W orkers Local 600 newspaper. 
The freeze r w ent to the person 
who could guess the closest to 
tlie  actua l d irec t labo r cost th a t 
w ent to produce the freezer. H er 
guess was $91.84, wo cents over 
the fig u re .

W orkers  decreed a three-day­
w o rk  week in  the  s o ft coa l in ­
d u s try .”

B E H IN D  T H E  H E A D L IN E
O f course, the W a ll S tree t 

Jou rna l doesn’t  t r y  to  exp la in  
how  am ending the  T a ft-H a r t le y  
A c t  so as to e lim ina te  the r ig h t  
to  s tr ik e  fo r  a sho rte r w o rk ­
week would p reven t a union o f­
f ic ia l fro m  d ipp ing  his hands in to  
‘.he union treasu ry . B u t th a t ’s 
ju s t the po in t. Charges o f co rrup­
tion  and racke teering  are on ly is ­
sues fo r  headlines. U n io n -c r ip ­
p lin g  laws are the ob jective.

A s  a m a tte r o f fa c t, there is 
good reason to  believe th a t 

(C ontinued on page 4)

tim e in  its  en tire  h is to ry , we are 
forced to w itness the sham eful 
spectacle o f the nation being p u ll­
ed to the r ig h t  by the combined 
force o f Southern Democrats and 
Republicans, w ith  the libera ls  
t ro t t in g  along a t th e ir  heels.

In  the South no one can deny 
the na ture  o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty . In  the “ progressive”  N o rth  
the pow erfu l labo r movem ent in 
Ohio m ust w rin g  its  hands in im ­
po tent anguish as the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  nom inates a Lausche fo r  
Governor and then fo r  Senator. 
In  Ind iana, a D em ocrat co-spon­
sors the f i r s t  “ r ig h t- to -w o rk "  
law  in  an in d u s tria l sta te. In  New 
Y ork, the Dem ocratic governor 
H a rrim a n  breaks a  m ilk  s tr ike  
w ith  the use o f s tate troops, and 
over the sheep-like objections o f 
the labo r leaders sells a public 
u t i l i t y  ¡back in to  the hands of 
p r iva te  cap ita l.

LA B O R  P A R TY
The present leadership o f the 

U A W  m ust share, w ith  other sec­
tions o f the labo r movement, the 
onus fo r  th is  po licy  o f defeat. I f  
the U A W  had fo llow ed the p ro ­
posal o f Ford  Loca l 600 and had 
begun to bu ild  a Labor P a rty , 
even i f  on ly f iv e  years ago, the 
p iesen t p o litica l c ris is  in  A m er­
ica would be w e ll on the road to 
a solution.

I f  on the economic f ie ld  the 
convention m ust re tu rn  the U A W  
to a path o f s trugg le  aga inst 
speed-up and fo r  30-for-40, on the 
p o litica l f ie ld  i t  m ust make a 
sharp tu rn  towards the bu ild ing  
oi a Labor P a rty .

The *UiAW stands a t the cross 
roads. The d irection i t  takes w ill 
u ltim a te ly  res t w ith  the ran k  and 
file .

Senate ‘Probers’ Use 
Beck to Smear Unions; 
Aid Open Shoppers

By Myra Tanner Weiss 
APRIL 3 — The two-day appearance of Dave Beck, 

President of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
lust week before the Senate Rackets Commiitee, was 
fo llow ed qu ick ly  by a flood  o f 
proposals fo r  a n ti- la b o r leg is la ­
tion . These proposals were a n t i­
cipa ted by Senator M cC le llan 
(D -A rk . )  when he repeatedly 

to ld  the la bo r “ boss”  before 
/te levis ion cam eras th a t Beck 
would be responsible fo r  leg is la ­
t io n  “ a t least d is ta s te fu l to the 
la rge  m a jo r ity  o f the 15,000,000 
members o f organized labor.”

M ost om inous o f a ll the 
“ d is ta s te fu l”  leg is la tive  proposals 
was reported by A r th u r  K rock ,
W ash ing ton correspondent o f the 
N . Y . T im es M arch  3Q. One 
prom inen t reaction  in  the  cap ita l 
to  the  Beck reve la tions, accord­
in g  to K rock, was the “ view  th a t 
‘r ig h t  to w o rk ’ sta te  laws should 
be adopted genera lly , o r th a t 
the  T a f t  H a rtle y  A c t, w h ich  now 
pe rm its  the  ‘union shop,’ should 
be amended to p ro h ib it  i t  every­
where.”

N E W  D E V IC E S
A n o th e r v iew  was described 

by the W a ll S tree t Jou rna l,
M arch  28. “ The Commerce De­
pa rtm e n t,”  reports  th is  jo u rn a l,
“ h e a rtily  favo rs  b r in g in g  unions 
under the a n t it ru s t  law s.”  The 
Justice and Labo r D epartm ents 
are m ore cautious. B u t the W SJ 
quotes one A d m in is tra tio n  o f- 
n c ia l as saying, “ S ix  m onths 
ago I ’d have predicted the re ’s no 
chance fo r  leg is la tion  to b r in g  
unions under the  a n t it ru s t 
laws. B u t now I ’m no t so sure.”

One o f tw o  proposals backed 
by the Commerce D epartm ent 
would amend the C layton  A n t i­
t ru s t  Law so th a t unions would 
be sub ject to  c r im in a l in d ic t­
ments f ile d  by the  governm ent 
o r  p r iva te  businessmen fo r  
“ m onopolistic p r a c t i c e  s.*’ A  
newer and “ m ilde r”  proposal, 
d ra fte d  by the Justice D e pa rt­
m ent, w ou ld  add an en tire ly  new 
a n t it ru s t law  to  the books,
“ aimed a t fo u r  abuses fe l t  to be 
in  re s tra in t o f trade ,”  the WSJ 
reports .

“ A lth o u g h  couched in  three 
pages o f lega l language,”  the 
W a ll S tree t paper po in ts out,
“ the proposal “ in  essence would 
p ro h ib it co llective  ba rga in ing  
contracts, s trikes, boycotts or 
o ther union pressure designed to 
lim it :

“ The type, k ind, o r am ount of 
products w h ich  m ay be used, 
produced, o r sold.

“ The m arke t pricre fo r  those 
products.

“ The geograph ic area in  which 
they m ay be sold.

“ The num ber o f companies or 
persons who m ay engage in  th e ir  
production  o r  d is tr ib u tio n .”

The W a ll S tree t Jou rna l then 
adds, “ B oth  measures would also 
ban a c tiv ity  designed to  con tro l 
production.”  In  case th is  fo r ­
m ula is too vague, the W SJ 
spells i t  out. “ A  classic example 
[o f  p roduction c o n tro l] occurred 
in  1949, when the U n ited  M ine

McClellan Smears 
Negro Spokesmen
Senator M cC lellan (D -A rk .)  

is  a busy man these days. 
A lo ng  w ith  using his c h a ir­
manship o f the Senate “ labor 
in v e s tig a tin g ”  com m ittee to 
pave the way fo r  new union 
busting sta tutes, he is also 
w o rk in g  to help block the 
passage o f c iv il- r ig h ts  leg is la ­
tion . M cC lellan is  a member 
o f E astland’s Jud ic ia ry  Com­
m ittee, which is m oving to 
k i l l  c iv il- r ig h ts  b ills  v ia  the 
pigeon hole. On A p r i l 2, M c­
C le llan threatened to demand 
f u r t h e r  hearings o f the 
Jud ic ia ry  Com m ittee to  cross- 
examine witnesses fo r  the 
N A A C P . He asserted th a t the 
witnesses had been “ b rought 
in  to slander the South”  and 
had perju red themselves. Roy 
W ilk in s  o f the N A A C P  
branded M cC le llan ’s th rea t as 
“ m erely another facet o f the 
Southern ta c tic  o f de lay.”  He 
declared fu l l  confidence in  the 
verac ity  and in te g r ity  o f the 
witnesses.

Conn. Labor 
Fights Open 
Shop Bill

By David Dreiser
H A R TF O R D , Conn., M arch 30 

— A huge crowd o f w orkers mass­
ed here .wo days ago to pro test 
a proposal before the 1957 Con­
necticu t le g is la tu re  to ou tlaw  the 
union shop.

Described by the local press un­
der the headline “ Hum an flood 
nearly  engu lfs pub lic  hearing ,”  
th is  dem onstra tion by the Con­
necticu t union movem ent makes 
i t  c lear th a t w orkers here w a n t 
no rep e titio n  o f the recent pas­
sage o f “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  leg is la ­
tion  in Ind iana.

The hearing  before the Labor 
Com m ittee was moved fro m  the 
Capito l B u ild in g  across the s tree t 
to the Bushnell M em oria l A u d i­
to riu m  to accomodate the dem­
onstra tors. The hearing  lasted six  
hours, one o f the longest on rec­
ord.

The un ion ists were so incensed 
a t the th re a t to th e ir  union con­
ditions, th a t i t  was d if f ic u lt  fo r  
House •Committee Chairm an Paul 
M. Andrew s, Cheshire Republican, 
to m a in ta in  order. Backers o f the 
proposal were booed and those 
who opposed were cheered. The 
Labor Com m ittee solic ited an in ­
fo rm a l stand ing vote fro m  those 
present which showed the as­
semblage to be 20 to 1 in opposi­
tion  to the “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  b i l l.

A  B IG -B U S IN E S S  A IM
O stensib ly in the in te rests o f 

the "freedom ”  o f the w orker, such 
an ti-un ion  proposals as th is  a l­
ways f in d  backers m a in ly  fro m  
big-business in terests. E v e r y  
speaker in  fa v o r o f th is  b i ll was 
a president o r v ice-president o f 
seme company, except one who 
was the cha irm an o f the Cham­
ber o f Commerce.

O u tla w in g  o f the union shop 
in  stages th rough  state leg is la ­
tion  has been a p rim a ry  ob jective 
o f B ig  Business in  recent years. 
Flushed w ith  its  recent v ic to ry  in  
Ind iana, the f ir s t  m a jo r in d u s tr ia l 
state to pass such leg is la tion , B ig  
Business is now a tte m p tin g  to 
force such le g is la tio n  th rough  in  
Delaware, M ary land  and several 
New England states.

Connecticut is a tho rough ly  in ­
du s tria l s tate .being the na tio n ’s 
m ain center fo r  brass and s ilv e r 
fa b ric a tin g  and fo r  sm all arm s 
as w e ll as a m a jo r m an u fac tu ring  
te n te r o f a irp lane  p a rts  and o ther 
sm all pa rts , o f clocks and p re ­
cision ins trum en ts  and o f naval 
vessels (subm arines). Thus, the 
state is a m a jo r ta rg e t fo r  the 
an ti-un ion  shop forces. Passage 
o f an an ti-un ion  shop b ill is go ing 
U> be pressed hard here, and i t  is 
to the c red it o f the union move­
ment in the state th a t i t  awoke 
to the danger ea rly , and re ­
sponded w ih  a m il ita n t  demon­
s tra tion .

I f  the b ill is defeated th rough  
the continued v ig ilance o f the un­
ions, a m a jo r blow w ill have been 
s truck  against the na tiona l a n ti­
union cam paign.

Speed-Up —Big Issue Facing UAW Convention
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The Kremlin Stand 
On Anti-Semitism

By Harry Ring
Is there officia l anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union? 

Much light is shed on this complex question by J. B. 
Salsberg in his report on the status of Soviet Jews in 
the F eb ru a ry  issue o f the maga-®' 
zine Jew ish L ife . A  member o f 
the  na tiona l com m ittee o f the 
C anadian L a b o r  Progressive 
(C om m unist) P a rty , Salsberg has 
made a  num ber o f tr ip s  to  the 
USSR to  ga the r in fo rm a tio n  on 
the Jew ish question.

D u rin g  his 1-955 and 1956 v is its  
he discussed the issue w ith  h igh 
S ov ie t o ffic ia ls . L a s t week, we re­
po rted  h is  fin d in g s  th a t d isc ri­
m in a tio n  aga inst 'Soviet Jews be­
gan n o t w ith  the d isso lu tion o f 
the  Jew ish A n ti-F a s c is t C om m it­
tee in  1948 ¡but in the e a rly  1930’s.
W e ialso reported his conclusion 
th a t the denial o f the dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  o f the Jews and o ther na­
tio n a l m in o ritie s  pa ra lle led  the 
iis e  o f the S ta lin is t d ic ta torsh ip .

C L A IM  JE W S IN T E G R A T E D
D u rin g  tys recent v is it,  Sals- 

be rg  tr ie d  to  determ ine fro m  So­
v ie t o ff ic ia ls  w hy Je w ish -cp lty ra l 
in s titu t io n s  had been done aw ay 
w ith  and precise ly w h a t th e y  con­
sidered the  sta tus and r ig h ts  o f 
the  S ov ie t Jews to  be. In  rep ly , 
the y  to ld  h im  th a t w ith  the  in ­
d u s tria liz a tio n  o f the  USSR 
the basis o f Jew ish communal 
l i fe  had disappeared, th a t the 
Jews had been trans fo rm ed  from  
a rtisa ns  and c ra ftsm en in to  in ­
d u s tr ia l w orkers and th a t along 
* * ith  th is  process they had been 
“ in te g ra te d ”  in to  the  c u ltu ra l l i fe  
around them .

“ Those who s t i l l  desire specific 
Jew ish  a c t iv ity , ’’ he was to ld , 
‘ ‘are sm all in  num ber and they 
comprise the m ore backward ele­
ments. I t  would be an ‘anachron­
ism ’ . . .  to  base the p a r ty ’s po li 
cy on them .”

T o  re fu te  the c la im  o f assim i­
la tio n , Salsberg gives his own 
f irs t-h a n d  account o f the w ide­
spread response o f Soviet Jews 
to  the rev iva l o f Jew ish cu ltu ra l 
a c t iv ity  th a t was recently  per­
m itte d  on a lim ite d  .basis. He f u r ­
th e r dem onstrates th a t  w h ile  the 
Soviet governm ent refuses to hon­
o r Jew ish na tiona l r ig h ts  on the 
p re te x t th a t a ll bu t a sm all num ­
be r o f Jews have in tegra ted , i t  
does tre a t the Jews as a na tiona l 
g ro up ing  fo r  the purpose o f dis­
c r im in a tin g  aga inst them.

‘C A U T IO N  A N D  S E N S IT IV IT Y ’

Salsberg, h im se lf, m a in ta ins 
th a t  i t  is in co rrec t to speak o f 
an ti-S em itism  as an o ff ic ia l gov­
e rnm ent po licy. Nevertheless, he 
adds, “ There does ex is t an incom 
prehensib le caution, a pecu lia r 
s e n s it iv ity  when i t  comes to ta k ­
in g  an open, bo ld and m il ita n t 
pos ition  aga inst backwardness. 
T h is  o ften leads to  acts th a t are 
essen tia lly  d isc rim in a to ry .”  Thus, 
when he asked w hy the passports 
and o ther personal papers o f Jew­
ish  citizens are stamped “ Jew,”  
" I  go t no c lear o r sa tis fa c to ry  
answer.”

S ov ie t o ff ic ia ls  refused to con­
f ir m  o r deny the -statements o f 
E k a tr in a  Furtseva , a h igh -ra nk- 
in g  governm ent o ff ic ia l,  who to ld  
the  N a tio n a l Guardian th a t in  
some governm ent departm ents i t  
was held th a t there was too g reat 
a  concentra tion o f Jews and so 
they were trans fe rre d  to  other 
jobs. B u t, Salsberg po in ts  out,

Two Standards for 
Jews in USSR?
F u rth e r in fo rm a tio n  on the 

dual sta tus o f Jew ish people 
in  the  Soviet U n ion is  con­
ta ined in  the te rm s o f the  So- 
v ie t-P o lish  re p a tr ia tio n  agree­
m ent as reported in  the New 
Y o rk  T im es, M arch 28. A c­
cord ing to  the te rm s o f the 
agreem ent, those who had 
Polish c itizensh ip  on Sept. 17, 
1939, (th e  day H it le r  and S ta­
l in  pa rtitio n e d  Poland), w ill 
be pe rm itted  to  re tu rn  from  
the  Soviet Un ion to  th e ir  
homeland. The agreem ent fu r ­
th e r specifies th a t th is  in ­
cludes “ persons o f Jew ish na­
t io n a lity  who possessed Polish 
c itizensh ip ”  on th a t date. T h is  
d is tin c tio n  between Polish na­
tion a ls  and Jews “ whq possess 
P olish c itizensh ip ”  • con firm s 
the reports  th d t Jews jn  the 
Soviet U n ion  are considered 
to  be in  a special category. 
T hey are, however, denied the 
lega l r ig h ts  o f a na tiona l 
m in o r ity  on the  grounds tha t 
they have a ll been assim ilated 
in  the general popu lation.

The Future of American Socialism

th e ir  sta tem ents m ore than  cop- 
f irm e d  the esserçse o f hers.

S alsberg cites a p a rtic u la r ly  
sham eful in c iden t re la ted  to  h im  
by one o f the  o ffic ia ls  in  th is  
connection. T ry in g  to  exp la in  the 
‘‘ delicate”  problem s in  hand ling  
re la tions  between the various na 
tio n a lit ie s , the o f f ic ia l to ld  how 
s ix  ta len ted  music students were 
selected to  p a rtic ip a te  in  a com 
pe tition . W hen i t  was discovered 
th a t a ll s ix  were Jews, fo u r  re ­
placements were made fro m  other 
peoples. “ And the f i r s t  p rize  was 
won by a G eorg ian,”  the o ff ic ia l 
added. •

“ T h is  example,”  Salsberg de­
clares, “ is  not on ly  in  m y op in­
ion a slap in  the  face to  the  fo u r  
e lim inated Jewish students; i t  is 
also a c ritic ism  o f those re 
sponsible fo r  the Soviet U n ion ’s 
n a tio n a litie s  po licy. The explana­
t ion  is fu l l  o f colossal con trad ic­
tions. How does i t  jib e  w ith  the 
‘in te g ra tio n ’ theory  and the con­
cept th a t Jews ‘are expressing 
themselves in  the cu ltu re  o f the 
people among who they liv e ? ’

SECO ND-CLASS C IT IZ E N S
“ W ho examined,”  he asks, “ and 

w hy, the  chosen s tuden t fro m  
M insk, Moscow or K iev, to  f in d  
ou t i f  he was a 100 percent W hite  
Russian, G reat Russian o r U kra n - 
ia ii o r i f  he was on ly  a Jewish 
W h ite  Russian, Jew ish G reat 
Russian o r Jew ish U kran ian?  
A re  there tw o  classes o f c itizens 
in the Soviet U n io n ? ”

‘ ‘Such practices,”  Salsberg con­
cludes, '‘are in  complete con tra ­
d ic tion  w ith  the e lem entary con­
cepts o f socia lis t equality." In  m y 
opin ion th is  is an example o f an 
inconsistency and o f a ca te ring  
to the m ost backward elements in 
Soviet society, and in  m y opin ion 
i t  is a fo rm  o f d isc rim ina tion  
th a t m ust be fough t, exposed and 
e lim ina ted .”

(Second o f a series)

By William F. Warde
Chairm an, Los Angeles Local 

Socia list W orkers P a rty

(T e x t o f speech a t Los Angeles 
sym posium , M arch 29, on topic 
o f “ Is  There a F u tu re  fo r  A m e r­
ican Socia lism ?”  O ther speakers 
included V incen t H a llinan , D o r­
o thy Healey, B e rt Cochran, C arl 
M arzani, and Reuben Borough as 
chairm an. See fu r th e r  details 
th is  page. —  Ed.)

To the question: Is  there a fu ­
tu re  fo r  socialism  in  A m erica, we 
o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
answer: i f  there is no fu tu re  fo r  
socialism , then there w ill be no 
fu tu re  fo r  A m erica . M ore than 
th a t. W ith o u t socialism , there can 
be no fu tu re  fo r  the human race.

L e t me exp la in . The U n ited  
S tates contains n o t one, .but two, 
o f the m ig h tie s t forces on th is  
planet. The f i r s t  is A m erican B ig  
Business— the arch-enemy o f the 
w o rk in g  class, the N egro  people, 
and the m ovem ent fo r  socialism 
in  th is  country.

The im p e ria lis t am bitions o f 
the H -B om b m agnates and m il i­
ta r is ts  also make them  the g re a t­
est th re a t to  hu m an ity  in  the  rest 
o f the globe: to the colored races 
s tr iv in g  fo r  independence and a 
be tte r li fe ,  to  the Chinese revo­
lu tion , and to the a n ti-c a p ita lis t 
countries.

T H E  O TH ER 
PO W ER

B u t there is another power here 
in  the U n ited  States. T h a t is our 
w o rk in g  class, headed by the 10 
m illio n  members o f the unions. 
Here is  a g ia n t indeed— the la rg ­
est s ing le  labo r fo rce  in  the 
w orld .

M onopoly cap ita l versus o rgan­
ized labor— these are the tita n ic  
antagonists con fro n tin g  each o th ­
er on A m erican so il. A t  the mo­
ment B ig  Business is r id in g  even 
h ighe r than  i t  d id  d u rin g  the 
i920 ’s. M any tire d  rad ica ls have 
concluded, as they did then, th a t 
th is  s itua tion  w i l l  continue in d e f­
in ite ly  and the  s trugg le  fo r  so­
cia lism  in  th is  coun try  and fo r  
ou r genera tion  has become a 
hopeless cause.

T h is  is an illu s ion  on th e ir  p a rt. 
The rea l prospect is qu ite  d if ­
fe ren t. A s  m a te ria lis ts , we un­
derstand how the a r t if ic ia l pros­
p e r ity  o f the past 16 years, based 
upon A m erica 's  m onopoly o f the 
w o rld  m arke t and the arm s budget

et, has helped conservatize la ­
bor’s ranks. A s  M arx is ts , we also 
recognize the p a r t  p layed by the 
union o ffic ia ldom  in  keeping the 
w orkers tied to p ro -cap ita lis t po l­
icies and ideas and p reven ting  the 
labo r movem ent fro m  exercis ing 
the vas t po ten tia l th a t can make 
i t  the supreme power in our po­
li t ic a l and in d u s tr ia l life .

M ASS R A D IC A L IS M  
W IL L  R E V IV E

B u t we o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  are convinced th a t 
these conditions w i l l  change; th a t 
the precarious s ta b ility  o f A m e r­
ican cap ita lism  w il l  once again 
be upset; the m ilita n cy  o f the 
w orkers awaken; and rad ica lism  
revive on a mass scale. Then the 
m il ita n t  s trugg le  aga inst B ig  
Business— begun in  the 1930’s—  
w il l  be resumed. O rganized labor 
w i l l  take the  ne x t steps leading 
fro m  independent p o lit ic a l action 
up to  a d irec t contest fo r  suprem ­
acy w ith in  the nation . W ith  the 
s h a tte r in g  o f subservience to  the 
tw o  pa rties  o f B ig  Business, g rea t 
opportun ities  w i l l  open fo r  the 
advancement o f soc ia lis t in f lu ­
ences and fo r  a socia lis t v ic to ry  
in  the U n ited  States. T h a t is the 
reason fo r  the existence o f our 
p a r ty  and the essence o f its  p ro ­
gram  and outlook.

Some people have the m istaken 
no tion th a t the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty , as T ro tsky is ts , are so 
obsessed by Russian develop­
m ents th a t we cannot grasp the 
special needs o f the labo r and so­
c ia lis t movements in  our own 
country. They e ith e r do n o t know 
w h a t we re a lly  stand fo r, o r p re ­
fe r  to m isrepresent ns.

W e are dedicated f i r s t  and 
fo rem ost to  c rea ting  a p o lit ic a l 
m ovem ent th a t can help the 
w o rk in g  class o f the U n ited  
States to  w in  power. T h a t is our 
m ain jo b  as Am erican socialists. 
B u t we are also in te rn a tio n a l so­
c ia lis ts , m in d fu l o f our ob liga ­
tions to  the a n ti-  c a p ita lis t forces 
th roughou t the w o rld . P recisely 
because o f our in te rna tiona lism  
we recognize the  decisive p a rt 
th a t the c o n flic t between cap ita l 
and labo r here is go ing  to p lay 
in  the  w o rld -w ide  s trugg le  fo r  
socialism.

W H A T  L E N IN  A N D  
T R O TS K Y  T A U G H T

I t  m ay surp rise  some o f you 
to  lea rn  th a t th is  was also a key 
tho ugh t o f T ro ts k y ’s. As early

as 1917 he declared th a t the 
U n ited  States was “ the fou nd ry  
in  which the fa te  o f m ankind is 
to  be fo rge d .”  Toge ther w ith  
Len in  and the o ther Com m unist 
leaders he ta u g h t th a t so long as 
cap ita lism  rem ains entrenched in 
the m a jo r in d u s tr ia l countries, 
the achievements o f e x is ting  
w orkers ’ sta tes w i l l  rem ain in ­
secure, incom plete, and subject 
to  such te rr ib le  de fo rm ities  as 
we see in  the S ov ie t Union.

W e are staunch partisans o f 
the achievements o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion  and the pioneer B o l­
shevik methods o f leadership, 
ju s t  as we have been from  the 
f i r s t  the m ost p rinc ip led  M a rx ­
is t opponents o f the bureaucratic 
coun te r-revo lu tion  and the S ta­
lin is t  practices w h ich have be­
sm irched and endangered these 
achievements.

T h a t is w h y  i t  appears to us 
m is lead ing to  counterpose the 
Russian experience to the com­
in g  A m erican  s trugg les fo r  so­
cia lism . W e v iew  these as the 
f i r s t  and the cu lm ina ting  stages 
in  a single h is to rica l process of 
a n ti-c a p ita lis t s trugg le  and so­
c ia lis t construction which domi 
nates our time,.proceeds fro m  one 
cou n try  to  another, and moves 
fo rw a rd  despite a ll setbacks. T o ­
day c a p ita lis t power is a lm ost 
exclus ive ly  centered in  the U n ited  
States. The decisive ba ttles  fo r  
socialism  w i l l  be fo u g h t o u t on 
A m erican  so il aga inst the las t 
fo rm idab le  guard ians o f the cap 
i ta l is t  system. W h a t the Russian 
w orkers  began, the A m erican 
w orkers  w i l l  have to  f in ish .

FOR A  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  
S O C IA L IS T  P A R T Y

T h is  is the broad h is to rica l 
fra m e w o rk  in  which we approach 
the problem s o f regroupm ent. 
W h a t should the a im  o f th is  
m ovem ent be? The d isso lu tion  o f 
a ll e x is tin g  o rgan iza tions; the 
fo rm a tio n  o f discussion groups 
lik e  the Fabian Society; the p ro­
m otion  o f a m agazine; the estab­
lishm en t o f a federa tion  of 
groups w ith  no common program  
and no m u tua l respons ib ility?  
These are some o f the proposals 
being made. We don’t  believe any 
o f these adequately meet the 
needs o f the movement.

W ha t we are w o rk ing  fo r  in 
th is  process o f regroupm ent is  
the  crea tion  o f a b igger and be t­
te r  p a rty  o f revo lu tiona ry  social-

ism ip th is  coun try , o f which we 
w i l l  fo rm  a p a rt. W e know th a t 
m any others have a s im ila r end in 
v iew . We w an t to  get together 
w ith  them, as we are doing to ­
n igh t, to  ta lk  over how best to 
reach ou r common objectives.

The kind o f p a r ty  you aspire 
to  bu ild  depends upon w ha t you 
expect th a t pa rty 's  functions to 
be. We w an t a p a rty  th a t can 
organize and lead the w o rkers ’ 
s trugg le  to get r id  o f cap ita lism  
and regenerate m ankind on h ig h ­
e r economic and m ora l founda­
tions. The Am erican w orkers need 
such a p a r ty  today, tom orrow , 
and u n t il they achieve socialism . 
Do you th in k  any o ther k ind  o f 
p a r ty  can induce serious w orkers 
to  pledge th e ir  lives to  its  cause 
and insp ire  arden t youth who are 
look ing  fo r  a be tte r life -w o rk  
than  chasing the do lla r?

T H E  R O LE  
OF PROGRAM

The na tu re  o f a p a rty  is  de­
te rm ined no t on ly by its  aim s b u t 
b y  the na tu re  o f the p rogram  
th a t im plem ents those aims. T ha t 
is  w hy we place so much stress 
upon questions o f p rogram  in  the 
debate now go ing on.

T w o d iffe re n t ways o f proceed­
in g  have been suggested in the 
regroupmen-t discussion. One is 
th a t we f i r s t  a tte m p t a general 
u n if ic a tio n  o f o rgan iza tions and 
u n a ffilia te d  ind iv idua ls , leaving 
the  c la r if ic a tio n  o f p rogram m atic  
issues fo r  a la te r  tim e. The other 
— which we advocate— is th a t ive 
f i r s t  exp lore the  d iffe re n t views, 
c la r ify  the  various positions, and 
t r y  to  reach agreem ent on at least 
the m in im um  fundam enta ls as the 
basis fo r  un ifica tion .

A n y  serious e f fo r t  a t regroup­
m ent th a t can lead to  the consti­
tu tio n  o f a so lid  soc ia lis t o rgan i­
za tion  w i l l  have to  proceed fro m  
correct p rog ram m atic  positions 
on the m a jo r questions. O ther­
w ise, the new movem ent w i l l  Wob­
ble and fa l l  a p a rt a t the f i r s t  tes t 
o f events.

Such a p rogram  should be an i­
m ated, no t by class collaboration, 
b u t by the s p ir it  o f the class 
s trugg le  as defined b y  the m eth­
ods o f M a rx  and Len in  and the 
examples o f Debs and B il l H ay­
wood. The Socia list W orkers  P a r­
ty  has set fo r th  in  a pam phlet 
tw elve po in ts  fo r  jo in t  consider 
a tion . These are n o t presented 
as a fu ll ,  f ix e d  o r f in a l p la tfo rm  
b u t as a con tribu tion  to the con-

850 Hear Views Exchanged 
At  Los Angeles Symposium

By Louise Manning
LOS A N G E L E S , M arch 29 —  

A bou t 850 people attended a 
symposium on the subject, “ Is 
There a F u tu re  fo r  Am erican 
Socialism ,”  held to n ig h t a t the 
Embassy A u d ito r iu m . T h is  is  the 
la rge s t audience in  Los Angeles 
so fa r  to  take p a rt in  the  discus­
sion o f c o n flic tin g  tendencies in  
the rad ica l m ovem ent and the  
f i r s t  tim e  th a t  the  Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  and the  Com­
m un is t P a rty  appeared on the  
same p la tfo rm  'in  th is  area.

P a rtic ip a tin g  in  the discussion 
were the fo llo w in g : B e rt Coch­
ran , ed ito r o f A m erican  Social­
is t ;  V incen t H a llin a n , 1952 
Progressive P a rty  candidate fo r  
P resident; D o ro thy  Healey, L. 
A . County Chairm an o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty ; C a rl M arzani,
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num ber o f im p o rta n t w r it in g s  by 
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A n ti-S la v e ry  , 
M ovem ent in  the 

U n ited  States 
By Bernard Mandel 

Published a t $3 
Special P rice : $1 

(P lus  15 cents m a ilin g  charge) 
P aym ents m ust accompany 

o rder
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

“ The In te rn a tio n a l Prospects o f 
C ap ita lism  and Socialism ,”  "P ros­
pects o f C ap ita lism  and Social­
ism  in  A m erica ,”  “ The Coming 
S trug g le  fo r  Pow er,”  “ A m erica 
U nde r W orke rs ’ Ru le”  and “ W hat 
a Socia lis t A m erica  W il l  Look 
L ike .”

*  *  *
T H E  IW W  —  The G reat A n  

tic ip a tio n . 40 pages. 25 cents. 
A  p a rtic ip a n t an the  ea rly  

s trugg les o f the IW W , Cannon 
w rite s  on the  f i f t ie th  ann iversary 
o f its  found ing , ana lyz ing  its  
con tribu tions  to  the  s trugg le  fo r  
in d u s tr ia l un ionism  and to  the 
s tru g g le  fo r  socialism .

*  *  *

E U G E N E  V . DEBS —  The So­
c ia lis t M ovem ent o f H is  T im es 
—  I ts  M eaning fo r  Today. 40 
pages. 25 cents.
Cannon appraises the g rea t 

con tribu tions  o f Debs and also 
examines his concept o f the “ a l l-  
inc lus ive”  soc ia lis t p a rty , show­
in g  w hy re vo lu tio n a ry  socialists 
abandoned th is  fo rm  fo r  a 
L e n in is t-type  p a rty .

*  *  *
On the Negro S trug g le  P ioneer 

fea tu res the fo llo w in g : 
D E S E G R E G A T IO N  —  Labor’s 

Stake in  the  F ig h t fo r  Negro 
E qu a lity . 16 pages. 10 cents. 
B y  Jean Simon.

A n  analysis o f the  Supreme 
C ourt decision and the  g re a t 
s tru g g le  to  m ake i t  a re a lity .

N EG RO ES O N T H E  M A R C H . 
192 pages. $1.50. B y  D anie l 
G uerin.
A  noted F rench jo u rn a lis t, 

G uerin  toured the  U .S. fo r  
several years to  ga the r the 
m a te ria l fo r  th is  exce llent M a rx ­
is t  s tudy o f the question.

*  *  *
M ore on the  Am erican Scene:

M A R X IS M  IN  T H E  U N IT E D  
S T A TE S . B y  Leon T ro tsky . 
44 pages. 35 cents.
A  close observer o f Am erican 

socia l and p o litica l developments, 
T ro ts k y  w ro te  th is  im p o rta n t 
w o rk  as the  in tro du c tion  to  the 
book, L iv in g  Thoughts o f K a r l 
M arx .

*  *  *
R E G R O U P M E N T  —  A  Pro 

g ram m atic  Basis fo r  Socia list 
U n ity .  10 pages. 10 cents.
A  statem ent b y  the N a tion a l 

Com m ittee o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  o u tlin in g  its  
v iews on the issue o f the re 
groupm ent o f revo lu tio n a ry  so­
c ia lis t forces in  the  U.S.

*  *  *

O rder the  above fro m  Pioneei 
Publishers, 110 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New Y b rk  3, N . Y .

w r ite r  and le c tu re r; and W il­
lia m  F . W arde, L . A . Chairm an 
o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty . 
The m odera tor was Reuben 
Borough.

A l l  the speakers a ff irm e d  th e ir  
confidence in  the  fu tu re  o f 
A m erican Socialism . C arl M a r­
zani, the  f i r s t  speaker, however, 
stated th a t he was n o t go ing  to 
deal w ith  the A m erican road to 
socialism, b u t w ith  the need fo r  
ana in e v ita b il ity  o f socialism  on 
a w o rld  scale, asse rting  th a t 
“ A m erica  as one sta te  cannot 
stand a loo f fro m  the re s t o f the  
w o rld  where the idea fo r  social­
ism  has become tr iu m p h a n t.”

A L T E R N A T IV E S  FOR U.S.
H a llina n , who fo llow ed gave 

an economic analysis o f some o f 
the resu lts  o f B ig  Business con­
t ro l o f  the country . In  the fie ld  
o f banking, fo r  instance, he 
showed th a t the  c a p ita lis t propa­
ganda w ou ld  have us believe 
th a t the Federal Reserve system, 
w h ich can p r in t  and d is tr ib u te  
money, is  a governm ent agency, 
b u t th a t in  re a lity  i t  is  an o r­
ganization o f the p r iva te  banks 
w hich m an inu la te  the m onetary 
polic ies in  the  in te res ts  o f th e ir  
own p ro fits . La te r, in  rep ly  to  a 
question fro n t the  audience, he 
stated th a t the re  were ju s t tw o 
roads A m erica  could tra v e l —  to  
socialism  o r to  fascism .

In  h is  presenta tion , W arde 
stressed the  need o f a class- 
s trugg le  p rogram  —  in c lud in g  a 
break w ith  the  Dem ocratic and 
Republican pa rties  —  and o f a 
revo lu tiona ry -soc ia lis t n a r ty  fo r  
the  rea liza tion  o f socialism. (See 
complete te x t  o f  W arde ’s speech 
on th is  page.) Borough, the 
m oderator, rem arked a fte r  the 
speech th a t he had predicted the 
m eeting  would produce sharp 
p o lit ic a l differences, and was 
glad th a t W arde had presented 
issues o f a con trovers ia l nature.

CP S T A N D
A s spokesman fo r  the Com­

m un is t P a rty , D o ro thy  Healey 
c ritic ized  the "dogm atism  o f 
sectarian groups, and the spout­
in g  o f u l tra  revo lu tiona ry  
slogans w hich dea lt w ith  abstract 
ra th e r than concrete li fe  in  a ll 
its  m an ifes ta tions.”  C la im ing 
th a t the  re a lity  o f Am erican li fe  
ind ica ted th a t the  tw o - p a r ty  
system was dom inant, she labeled 
the ca ll fo r  a break w ith  cap ita l­
is t  pa rties  as sectarian and un­
rea lis tic . Instead she called upon 
the rad ica l w orkers  to  cooperate

w ith  the libe ra ls  to  t r y  to re fo rm  
the  Dem ocratic P a rty . M a in ta in ­
in g  th a t  the cen tra l objective is 
the cu rb ing  o f m onopoly, she 
urged the fo rm a tio n  o f an a n ti-  
m onopoly coa lition  as a tra n s i­
tion  towards a- un ited  f ro n t  o f 
labor. She concluded w ith  an 
a tta ck  on the  Congressional “ in ­
ves tig a tio n ”  o f unions. T h is  was 
greeted w ith  applause fro m  the 
e n tire  audience.

Cochran, the  la s t speaker 
characterized the en tire  " le f t ”  as 
dom inated by “ p e ttifo g g in g , dog­
m atism  and soul - destroy ing 
fac tio na lism .”  H e  said th a t w h a t 
was needed was a genuine A m e r­
ican rad ica l m ovem ent th a t  
understood th is  coun try . “ The 
day o f  the organ iza tion  o f a 
rad ica l m ovem ent in  th is  coun­
t r y  as a branch o f the  Russian 
course is  over, gone and dead, 
and thank God fo ri i t , ”  he stated. 
He included the course o f Len in  
and T ro ts k y  as w e ll as o f S ta lin  
and Khrushchev in  h is ban. The 
task  fo r  rad ica ls  today, he 
asserted was lim ite d  to  the  con­
t in u a tio n  o f local fo rum s and 
discussion.

RECORD OF DEM O CR ATS
A  debate between W arde and 

D o ro thy  H ealey over the issue o f 
the CP’s support to  the  Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  dom inated the  d is­
cussion period. Em phasiz ing th a t 
we cannot ehange the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  in to  an anti-m onopo ly 
p a rty , W arde showed th a t th is  
has been tr ie d  over a whole 
period, b u t th a t the p a rty  is now 
m ore reac tionary  than ever. He 
pointed to the three w o rld  wars 
conducted when the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  was in  power w ith  libe ra ls  
W ilson, Roosevelt, and T rum an 
in  the  leadership. The f ig h t  
aga inst monopolies, he stated, 
m ust be conducted under •work­
ing-class leadership.

A t  the conclusion, the moder­
a to r commended the good w o rk  
o f  the jo in t  Committee which 
organized the m eeting and said 
th a t he hoped there  would be 
m any m ore to  come.

A s representative o f the 
L ib e rty  Book Club, M arzani, o f­
fe red  as a special inducem ent to 
those who signed up, a one-year 
free  subscrip tion  to  e ith e r the 
The People’s W orld , the  A m e r. 
¡can Socia list, o r the  M ilita n t.

Legion Fails 
To Stop U. of 
Chi. Meeting

CHICAGO , M arch 27 —  In  the 
face o f a v ile  w itch -hu n t cam­
pa ign by the “ A n ti-S ubve rs ive ”  
com m ittee o f the Chicago A m e r­
ican Legion, over 600 students at 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago turned 
ou t fo r  a campus symposium on 
“ Socialism a n d  Democracy.”  
A f te r  an unsuccessful a ttem p t to 
fo rce  U n iv e rs ity  o ff ic ia ls  to  can­
cel the m eeting, the Legionnaires 
devoted themselves to  passing 
out lea fle ts  "exposing”  K a r l 
M a rx  as “ a n ti-S em itic ”  and u rg ­
ing  students to  jo in  them  in  a 
g re a t crusade aga inst "an ti-dem - 
ocra tic ”  communism. The “ c ru ­
sade”  opened w ith  the p lan ting  
c f  stench bombs in  the m eeting 
h a ll w h ich were discovered be­
fo re  the sym posium  began.

P a rtic ip a n ts  in  the  discussion 
were F red F ine o f the Commun­
is t  P a rty , M ax Shachtm an o f the 
Independent S oc ia lis t League and 
M u lfo rd  S ib ley o f the S oc ia lis t 
P a rty . The m eeting was spon­
sored b y  the S ocia lis t C lub and 
the Y oung Socia lis t League o f 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago.

M A IN  T A S K S  — CP V IE W
In  the discussion, F in e  said 

th a t as p a rt o f a process o f re ­
assessing its  own views, the 
Com m unist P a r ty  is engaging in 
pub lic  discussion w ith  represent­
atives o f o the r soc ia lis t v iew ­
po in ts and proposes to  exam ine 
d if fe r in g  v iews ob jective ly  and 
on th e ir  m erits . H e  viewed the 
m ain task to be the achieving 
o f "peaceful co-existence”  be­
tween the UJS. and U.SjS.R. and 
the w e ld ing o f a “ people’s a n ti- 
m onopoly coa litio n ”  in  the U.S. 
He v ig o ro us ly  condemned the 
v is it  o f the House U n-A m erican 
A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee to  Chicago 
and its  smear a ttack  on the fo r ­
eign language press in  th is  c ity .

S hachtm an’s p rinc ip a l c o n tr i­
bu tion to  the discussion was to 
emphasize the need to id e n tify  
democracy w ith  socia lism . He de­
voted a m a jo r po rtion  o f his tim e 
to  an a ttack  on the  lack o f dem­
ocracy in  the Soviet U nion. He 
asserted th a t despite the Nazi 
invasion, France had “ m ore or 
less”  m ainta ined dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  and demanded to  know 
why the S ov ie t U n ion had fa ile d  
to  do the same.

S ib ley deplored the “ d iv is ive  
tendencies”  in  the rad ica l move­
m ent and discussed the unsolved 
economic problem s under U jS. 
cap ita lism .

t in u in g  discussion. I t  is designed 
to fa c il ita te  an in terchange of 
opinions on the cruc ia l issues be­
fo re  the rad ica l public.

A  G R E A T  D E B A T E  
IN  R A D IC A L  M O V ’T

We urge others to s tate th e ir 
v iews on these po in ts  and b rin g  
fo rw a rd  th e ir  own ideas on these 
and a ll o ther issues. Out o f th is  
G rea t Debate we sha ll a ll learn 
som ething. Even i f  we do not re ­
solve a ll ou r d ifferences, a t least 
we sha ll understand each o ther’s 
positions bette r. T h is  is bound to 
help the regroupm ent process.

We are on ly at the beginning o f 
the re -fo rm a tion  and reorienta 
tion  o f the soc ia lis t forces in  th is  
country . A t  th is  po in t we do not 
know  and cannot pred ict w ha t its  
specific  outcome w ill be. B ut o f 
one th in g  we are sure. A ll those 
in  th is  ha ll and th roughou t the 
coun try  who w ant to bu ild  a gen­
uine socia list p a rty  on M a rx is t- 
L e n in is t lines w i l l  sooner o r la te r 
get together. No a r t if ic ia l ba r­
r ie rs  can any longer keep us sep­
ara ted and antagonistic .

The members o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  know  on ly  too w e ll how 
th e ir  ideas, aim s and ac tiv itie s  
are d is to rted  by reactionaries. 
They are now learning; how much 
the  positions o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  have been m isrep­
resented by  th e ir  own sources of 
m is in fo rm a tio n . We don’t  ask 
anyone to  take our w ord  fo r  any­
th in g . Inves tiga te , read, check 
and double-check— and then de­
cide fo r  yourselves how near o r 
how fa r  we are from  y o u r own 
views.

R E A D  M IL IT A N T  A N D  
IN T ’L  S O C IA L IS T  R E V IE W

I f  you w an t to know  where the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  stands 
on H u n g a ry  o r the Suez cris is, 
read the reso lu tions o f ou r N a­
tio n a l Com m ittee on these crucia l 
issues. I f  you w an t to know  where 
we stand on the Dem ocratic P a r­
ty , the Labor P a rty , the trade 
union movement, the N egro 
s trugg le , and o ther questions of 
equal im portance, read the M il i­
ta n t and the In te rn a tio n a l Social­
is t  Review.

* * *

T h is  discussion w ill go on fo r  
qu ite  a wh ile . W hat can we a ll 
do toge ther as i t  un fo lds? W e do 
no t believe th a t common actions 
have to  w a it fo r  p rog ram m atic  
c la r if ic a tio n  o r agreem ent. The 
tw o  can go on sim ultaneously. 
The one w il l  help the other.

On beha lf o f the Los Angeles 
SW P I  w a n t to present s ix  p ro­
posals fo r  jo in t  ac tio a  by a ll so­
c ia lis t-m inded groups and in d i­
v idua ls in  th is  area.

( 1) Vote fo r  E r ro l l Banks fo r 
M ayo r in  the Los Angeles elec­
tions ne x t Tuesday. H e is the

on ly soc ia lis t and trade  un ion is t 
on the ba llo t.

The la s t tim e  I  heard D o ro thy  
Healey, C hairm an o f the Los A n ­
geles Com m unist P a rty , speak in  
th is  ha ll, she urged support to 
Stevenson. T o n ig h t, I  should like  
to hear her answer to th is  ques­
tio n : speaking o f coa litions, w hy 
should a S oc ia lis t accept a pro- 
ca p ita lis t, an ti-labo r, a n ti-c iv il-  
r ig h ts  coa lition  w ith  Stevenson 
and re jec t an a n ti-ca p ita lis t, p ro ­
labor, p ro -c iv il- r ig h ts  coa lition  
w ith  Banks? W ho w ill she recom­
mend suppo rting  fo r  M ayo r next 
Tuesday?

(2 ) A id  the s u it b ro ug h t by 
the S oc ia lis t P a rty  and the A m e r­
ican C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion to 
break down the undem ocratic re ­
s tr ic tion s  upon m in o r ity  pa rties  
in  C a lifo rn ia .

(3) P a rtic ipa te  in the con fer­
ence a g a in s t the W a lte r-M cC ar- 
ran  A c t called by the Am erican 
Com m ittee fo r  the P rotection o f 
the F o re ign -B orn  here A p r i l 6 
and help its  w o rk  fo r  the v ic tim s 
o f reac tiona ry  persecution.

(4 ) S up po rt the e ffo r ts  o f the 
Sobell Com m ittee to  w in  a new 
t r ia l  fo r  M orton  Sobell, the cold- 
w a r prisoner se rv ing  30i years on 
A lca tra z .

(5 ) W hy n o t  consider a 
un ited  M ay-D ay ra lly  th is  year 
around the defense o f c iv il l ib ­
erties, c iv il r ig h ts  and un ion 
r ig h ts  ?

(6)i Reanim ate t h e  local 
m ovem ent to f ig h t  fo r  the repeal 
o f the S m ith  A c t  and defend its  
C a lifo rn ia  v ic tim s , one o f whom  
is on the p la tfo rm  w ith  us to ­
n ig h t. The SW P leaders were the 
f i r s t  to -be im prisoned under th is  
though t-con tro l law . We con­
ducted the f i r s t  na tiona l cam­
pa ign fo r  its  repeal, wh ich was 
supported by labo r and progres­
sive organ iza tions rep resenting  
fiv e  m illio n  members. We would 
g lad ly  pa rtic ip a te  in  any local 
conference to  discuss w hat can be 
done to broaden a s im ila r  cam­
pa ign in  defense o f D o ro thy  
Healey and the o ther C a lifo rn ia  
CP leaders.

*  *  *

W e are w ill in g  to  consider co­
opera tion on any o the r issue o f 
common concern to the labo r and 
soc ia lis t movements. We hope to 
w iden the atm osphere o f free  d is­
cussion and the area o f common- 
action th a t made th is  m eeting 
possible. W e propose as a gu id ­
in g  line  fo r  the period opening 
up be fore  us: fra n k  and demo­
c ra tic  discussion o f a ll ou r d i f ­
ferences on the  p la tfo rm  and in  
the  press; u n ity  o f action aga inst 
the  class enemy. T h is , in  our 
op in ion, is the best w ay to  p ro ­
m ote the strengthened movem ent 
fo r  Am erican socialism  we a ll 
asp ire to b rin g  about.

FUND SCOREBOARD

Fund Drive Is Lagging 
With Two Weeks to Go

By Constance Farr 
P a rty -B u ild in g  Fund D irec to r

NEW YORK, April 2 — W ith only two more weeks 
to go before the termination of the Party Building Fund 
campaign, only seven Socialist Workers Party branches
have k e p t abreast percentage-®------
Wise o f  th e ir  fu n d  quota pledges. 
O n ly tw o, Cleveland and Y oungs­
tow n, have fu lf i l le d  th e ir  quota 
W ith  C leveland un de rta k ing  to  
ra ise an add itiona l sum o f $180 
fo r  a to ta l o f $600.

O ver one-quarter o f the to ta l 
a m o u n t  pledged by SW P 
branches rem ains to  be paid be­
fo re  the A p r i l  15 deadline. A  
num ber o f branches have w r itte n  
in  in fo rm in g  us th a t th e ir  
quotas would be m et in  fu l l  and 
on tim e.

Boston w rite s  assuring  us 
th a t:  ‘ ‘There is  no question th a t 
we w i l l  be there  a t the fin is h  
line .”  Y ou can take th e ir  word
fo r  i t  —  the y ’l l  make the fin is h
line  in  a canter.

M inneapo lis-S t. Paul sends a 
check fo r  $200 w ith  the com­
m en t: “ T h is  b ring s  us to
$1366.30 w ith  on ly $217.70 to  go. 
So we are r ig h t  on the bu tton  as 
f a r  as we can f ig u re  i t . ”  On the 
b u tto n  i t  is  —  and i t  is a fo re ­
gone conclusion th a t the T w in
C itie s  w i l l  de live r th e  knockout

before the  f in a l bell sounds.
D e tro it  encloses $50 in  a note 

w h ich  concludes: “ W e expect to 
be pa id up by the 15th.”  A nd 
D e tro it has a rep u ta tio n  fo r  
re a liz in g  th e ir  expectations.

Philadelph ia , w h ich  has been 
la g g in g  behind, sends a check 
fo r  $60 w ith  the sp ir ited  com­
m en t: “ We are beg inn ing to
move heaven th is  week and 
ea rth  ne x t week and, i f  we are 
spared, we w i l l  have i t  a ll in  as 
o f  A p r i l  14.”  The s p ir it  th a t 
moves is w h a t is needed m ost 
o f a ll a t the moment. Those 
branches w h ich  are la g g in g  be­
h ind could do no b e tte r than 
em ulate the P h iladelph ia s p ir it .  
T h a t ye shall be spared is the 
a rden t p raye r o f the Fund D rive  
D ire c to r because the day o f 
reckon ing  is d ra w in g  n ig h !

T h is  is the  tim e  fo r  a ll good 
men and women to  come to  the 
aid o f th e ir  p a rty  —  and you 
have on ly  tw o  weeks o do i t  in . 
L e t ’s hear fro m  you.
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1. Beck’s Suspension
What should be the attitude of Amer­

ican radicals and of union m ilitants to­
ward the AFL-CIO Executive Council’s 
suspension of Beck? There can, of course, 
be no question of sympathy fo r the 
Teamster overlord. The rude, arrogant, 
piratical business-unionist, long - hated 
among the m ilitants as scab-herder, raider 
and all-around bosses' man is the per­
sonification of the wor§t evils of labor 
bureaucratism.

But the question is not automatically 
settled by reciting the long record of 
Beck’s nefarious deeds. There are two 
matters to be considered in relation to the 
suspension that are o f even greater im­
portance.

There is f irs t the question that Beck 
was suspended because he used his con­
stitutional rights under the F ifth  Amend­
ment.

The F ifth  Amendment has proven an 
indispensable weapon in the struggle 
against the witch hunt. I t  w ill prove an 
indispensable weapon in the figh t against 
the labor haters. The smear of “ F ifth - 
Amendment racketeer”  w ill prove to be as 
dangerous to labor’s rights as the con­
cept o f “ Fifth-Amendment communist”  
or o f “ Fifth-Amendment spy”  has been to 
civil liberties in general. There can be no

tampering w ith the basic constitutional 
safeguard that the “ F ifth ”  represents.

This consideration is in tu rn  over­
shadowed by another, namely: What is 
the AFL-CÎO Council going to do about 
fighting back against the anti-Jabor of­
fensive, to which the McClellan Senatorial 
hearings have merely been the prelude?

The top officials intend to do only one 
th ing: Offer' up Beck and any one else 
who uses the F ifth  Amendment as sacri­
fic ia l victim  in the hope tha t the Big 
Business crowd w ill thereby be appeased 
This answer is a guarantee that the em­
ployers’ offensive w ill mount in intensity 
and that i t  w ill exact a higher to ll of 
punitive legislation than could otherwise 
be envisaged.

The suspension of Beck is a surrender 
to those corporation executives and 
politicians who form part o f the power 
elite that rules America fo r Big Business.

The surrender in tu rn  testifies one 
again to the inability o f the AFL-CIO 
chiefs to outline a program fo r labor in 
struggle against the employing class.

The surrender is a continuation of the 
class-collaborationist policy of the AFL- 
CIO tops. Its f ru it  has been encourage­
ment of the “ runaway”  problem and the 
deterioration o f working conditions in 
many industries.

Capture o f Cypriote

2. The Anti-Labor Offensive
The government in its dealings w ith the 

unions has pursued the objective pf ex­
tending control over them in order to gut 
them as instruments o f working-class 
struggle.

The Taft-Hartley law passed in 1947 
achieved restriction on the right to strike. 
I t  also achieved — through the device of 
the “ non-lCommunist”  affidavits — a 
thought-control intrusion on the selection 
o f union leadership. The affidavits be­
came part of the broader witch hunt, that 
screened or silenced not only radicals but 
non-political union m ilitants as well.

The, .“ Right-to-Work”  laws achieved 
restrictions on new union oi’ganization. 
They f irs t swept the South where they 
were enacted by the Dixiecrat wing of the 
Democratic Party as a barrier to unioniza­
tion in an area that is vita l to the labor 
movement. Then they spread North, in­
cluding Indiana w ith 60,000 union mem­
bers.

The objective of the new attack on 
labor on the heels o f the “ racketeer in ­

vestigation”  is to extend the “ Right-to- 
Work”  laws, make further encroachments 
on the righ t to strike and deepen govern­
ment intrusion in the internal affa irs of 
the union through government regulation 
of finances, of membership determination 
and of union elections.

In the face of the government’s o f­
fensive, the leadership o f the AFL-CIO 
has retreated year by year.

When the AFL and CIO were threatened 
w ith passage of the Taft-Hartley Act in 
1947, the top leaders of both organiza­
tions firs t proposed a ?4rhour general 
strike, then a March on Washington. They 
dropped both ideas. A fte r the law was 
passed they vowed a fig h t fo r its repeal. 
A few years went  ̂by, and the labor 
bureaucracy campaigned only to get the 
act amended.

Now the labor officialdom, standing at 
the head of 15 million organized workers 
hope tremulously' that the Taft-Hartley 
Act w ill not be amended for the worse 
and that the suspension of Beck w ill ward 
o ff the evil.

U. S. Gov’t Still Trying 
To Impose Rule on Suez

B rit is h  troops cap ture and disarm  a f ig h te r  fo r  freedom  
in  Cyprus M arch 5. The s tru g g le  fo r  se lf-de te rm ina tion  fo r  
C yprus, an area im p o rta n t to  Eng land as a m il ita ry  base, 
continues as Archb ishop M akarios, re lig ious  and p o lit ic a l lead­
e r of- Greek Cypriotes, refuses to  nego tia te  peace te rm s u n t il 
he is pe rm itted  to  re tu rn  to  Cyprus.

Japanese Rail and Mine 
Unions Win Big Strikes

By Ota Ryu
TOKYO, March 27 — A  powerful labor offensive was 

launched here during the past month embracing about 
3Y* million workers. Key demands included a 2,000 yean
a m onth  raise (abou t S5.50) a n d r
the f ix in g  o f the m in im um -w age 
law  a t 8 ,000' yen (about $22 ) a 
m onth.

Spearheading the s trugg le  
were the  coal m iners and the 
n a tiona l ra ilw a y  un ion. B o th  o f 
these w e ll organized, m il ita n t  
unions p u t the  governm ent and 
c a p ita lis t class in  serious troub le 
d u rin g  the m onth  by e ffec tive  
s tr ik e  action. A s  a re su lt o f 
th e ir  s trikes, wage increases o f 
1,200 to  1,300 yen a m onth were 
w on. O the r w o rkers  in  a llied

3. Militants Need a Program
The union officialdom went along with 

the witch hunt and used i t  to help deepen 
its bureaucratic control over the unions 
and to cement a tigh tly -kn it machine of 
permanent and privileged office-holders 
in each International.

I t  promised two southern organizing 
drives, never seriously implemented either 
and wound up calling both o f them off.

The union bureaucracy went all-out in 
support o f the foreign policy of the U.S. 
government in its imperialist designs to 
conquer the world.

The bureaucrats bound themselves in al­
liance w ith the Democratic Party. They 
thought to resolve all problems of the or­
ganized workers w ith in the framework of 
these schemes of collaboration w ith the 
Big-Business government and w ith one of 
its  two political parties.

Finally in each industry, the union 
leaders worked out close working agree­
ments w ith the huge monopoly corpora­
tions on working conditions in exchange 
for some wage increases and fringe bene­
fits .

In its capitulation before the current 
anti-labor drive, the top officialdom — 
from Meany through Reuther — is only 
running true to form.

Propose “Suicide 
Fleet” to Prevent 
British H-Tests

F ifte e n  hundred residents o f 
Kochi, Japan, a t a mass protest 
ra l ly  M arch -24, adopted a résolu- 
t io r t U rg ing th a t Japanese ships 
be sent in to  the  C hris tm as Island 
area to prevent the deadly B r it ­
ish Hydrogen-Bom b tests sched­
uled toi begin there sometime 
a fte r  th is  week. The resolution 
suggested th a t the ships be m an­
ned by  seamen fro m  Kochi and 
th a t the y  stage a sitdown in the 
tes t area to  block explosion o f 
the atom  bombs. A  s im ila r  p ro­
posal was made, M arch 3, by the 
Japan Council aga inst A tom ic  
and Hydrogen bombs. The Jap ­
anese p rem ie r rejected th a t p ro ­
posal as ‘‘ in ap p rop ria te ”  b u t did 
make a fo rm a l p ro te s t to  the 
B r it is h  aga inst the pro jected ex­
plosions whose rad ioactive fa l i -  
ou t constitu te  a d irec t menace to 
the health o f the Japanese people.

In  B r ita in  the w idespread p ro­
tes t aga inst the com ins tests re ­
ceived d ram atic  expression when 

Q uaker couple, H a ro ld  and 
Sheila Steel, announced, M arch 
24, th a t they were f ly in g  to  Japan 
and w ould  a ttem p t to sail in to  
the C hristm as Is land area in  p ro ­
tes t aga inst re fusa l to  cancel the 
tests. (The B r it is h  Labor P a rty , 
demanded, A p r i l 3, th a t H-Bom b 
tests be “ delayed.” )

M eanw hile  the Japanese gov­
ernm ent received a note fro m  the 
USSR, A p r i l  1, re jec tin g  its  re ­
quest th a t the Soviet U n ion  cu r­
ta i l  its  nuclear tests. The note 
said Soviet tests were conducted 
w ith in  its  own boundaries and did 
no t cause any in ju ry  to  the Jap ­
anese. The note requested th a t 
Japan suppo rt the (Soviet p ro ­
posal in  the U N  fo r  a tem porary  
suspension o f a ll nuclear tests. 
The Japanese request was made 
on the basis o f rad ioactive  snow 
and dust be ing reported in N o rth ­
e rn  and C entra l Japan a fte r  a 
M arch 8 S ovie t nuclear test.

By Vincent Copeland
W ith  the  Suez cleared th is  

week o f a ll rem a in ing  obsta­
cles to  nav iga tion , a new in te r  
na tiona l d ispute is b rew ing over 
ru les established by E g yp t fo r  
the  operation o f the Canal. Egyp 
tia n  President Nasser sta ted in  
a d ip lom atic  m emorandum on 
M arch 28 th a t “ The canal w ill 
be operated and managed by the 
autonomous Suez Canal A u th o r i­
ty  established by the G overn­
m ent o f E g y p t on the 26th o f 
July, 1956.”

The statem ent has caused an­
ge r among the governm ent c ir ­
cles in  the U.S., E ng land  and 
France. They are s t i l l  seeking to  
achieve some k in d  o f con tro lling  
voice in  run n ing  the Suez w a te r­
way. T h is  is disguised under 
th e ir  fo rm u la  th a t “ the opera­
tion  o f the canal sha ll be in ­
sulated fro m  the po litics  o f any 
c o u n try ”  —  m ost particulax-ly o f 
E g yp t.

A c tu a lly , the canal is  w h o lly  
w ith in  E g y p t’s borders. I t  is ju s t 
as much a p a r t o f E g y p tia n  te r ­
r i to ry  as the M iss iss ipp i R iver 
is p a r t  o f U . ¡S. te r r ito ry  
E g y p t ’s na tion a liza tio n  o f the 
Suez Canal la s t sum m er and its  
insistence on opera ting  the 
w ate rw ay now are both v a lid  ex­
ercises o f its  na tiona l r ig h ts .

C O M P E N S A T IO N  O F F E R E D
F urthe rm ore , upon na tiona liza ­

tion , E g y p t o ffe red  to  compen­
sate a ll the stockholders o f the 
old U n ive rsa l Suez Canal Com ­

pany a t the m arke t price o f then- 
stock as o f J u ly  26, 1956.

Considering th a t E gyp t s u f­
fered the im p e ria lis ts  to  gouge 
a ll the p ro fits  out o f  the opera­
tio n  o f the canal fo r  88 years ; 
considering tha t E g yp tia n  labo r 
b u ilt  i t  fo r  lite ra lly  s ta rva tio n  
wages (thousands died from  d is­
ease, th ir s t  and overw ork d u rin g  
its  c o n s tru c tio n ); considering 
th a t E g y p tia n  money h a lf - f i­
nanced i t  in  the  f i r s t  place 
(w ith o u t any serious compensa­
t io n )— considering a ll th is , any 
fa ir-m inde d  person would th in k  
Nasser’s compensation o f fe r  was 
more than adequate.

However, the UJS., B r it is h  and 
F rench governm ents— actin g  fo r  
B ig-Business in te rests  in  th e ir  
respective countries— im m edia te­
ly  re ta lia te d  aga inst the Suez na­
tio n a liza tio n  by freez ing  E g yp ­
t ia n  funds in  excess o f the  $275 
m illio n  book value the canal was 
"w o rth .”  Thus, the U .S. govern­
m en t froze  and s t i l l  freezes $4<0 
m illio n  in  E g y p tia n  accounts 
here. B r ita in  has frozen close to 
$700 m illio n  o f E g y p tia n  funds.

A n o th e r issue in  contention be­
tween the E gyp tian s  and the im ­
p e r ia lis t powers is the m ethod o f 
pa y in g  to lls . The U.S., B r it is h  and 
F rench governm ents w a n t 50% 
o f a ll to lls  placed in  an in te r ­
na tiona l escrow. The Nasser le - 
g im e ins is ts  th a t a ll users o f the 
canal w i l l  have to  pay 100% of 
fees to E g y p t.

The E gyp tian  term s are, again, 
a v a lid  exercise o f E g y p t’s r ig h ts

as an independent na tion . They 
con form  w ith  business usage p u r­
sued by o ther nations.

I t  m ay w e ll <be th a t, con fron ted 
by the s treng th  o f the A ra b  na­
tiona l independence movem ent, 
and w ith  the debacle o f the B r it -  
ish -F re nch -Is ra c li invasion o f 
las t fa l l  in  m ind, the im p e ria lis t 
governm ents m ay te m p o ra rily  
y ie ld  on the issue o f contro l and 
o f paym ents. The New  Y o rk  
T im es ind ica ted such a poss ib ili­
t y  when i t  sou rly  observed on 
M arch S I, th a t “ The Suez p rob­
lem  which was the im m edia te 
cause o f the ho s tilité s  in the M id ­
dle E as t la s t O ctober and N o­
vem ber, is now being settled on 
Colonel N asser’s te rm s.”

T h is  to be sure w ou ld  be a ga in  
fo r  the independence asp ira tion  
o f the A ra b  peoples over th e ir  
fo re ig n  oppressors and e x p lo it­
ers. H owever, they would s t i l l  ibe 
fa r  fro m  ach iev ing freedom  fro m  
e xp lo ita tio n  iby im peria lism . A nd  
the B ig  Business concerns— no­
ta b ly  the o il t ru s t—  show no in ­
ten tion  o f y ie ld in g  a n y th in g  more 
w ith o u t a bloody f ig h t  i f  they 
re a lly  w i l l  y ie ld  th a t much.

W o rk in g  people in  the U.S. 
have no in te res t in  be ing s laugh­
te red  fo r  the sake o f W a ll S tree t 
p ro fits  in  the M iddle East. They 
should suppo rt E g y p t ’s v a lid  de­
mands fo r  opera tion o f the Suez 
Canal and a ll fu r th e r  assertions 
b y  the A ra b  people o f th e ir  r ig h t  
to free  themselves fro m  fo re ig n  
e xp lo ita tio n  and dom ination.

Polish Regime Bearing Down 
On Workers and Intellectuals

though  th is  is a cruc ia l demand 
since over one th ird  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class receives less then 81OOO 
yen a m onth, the action was con­
fined  to  la rg e ly  in e ffe c tive  on- 
the -job  ra llie s .

To ra ise the m in im um -w age 
la w  requires fu ll-sca le  un ited 
action o f the en tire  w o rk in g  
class. B u t in  the absence o f a 
conscious re v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty , i t  
has n o t y e t been possible to 
m obilize the en tire  w o rk in g  class 
to  w in  th is  c ruc ia l demand. 
W h ile  the advanced w orkers have 
shown themselves capable o f 
m il ita n t  s tru g g le  fo r  th e ir  own 
demands, the y  do n o t y e t under­
stand how to  proceed in  the 
f ig h t  to  ra ise  the  l iv in g  stan­
dards o f the m ost exp lo ited 
w orkers.

H owever the m il ita n t  s p ir it  o f 
the Japanese w o rk in g  class 
is g row ing . I t  made ,1 b ig  ad­
vance w ith  the  M arch s trugg les 
and the process can be expected 
to  continue.

BOOKS - PAMPHLETS
On Socialism 

and the Labor 
Movement

O rder Free Cata log fro m : 
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R  
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s tream  o f delegations from  the 
fac to rie s  in tim ida ted  the Com­
m un is t P a rty  leadership in to  ac­
cep ting  Gom ulka as f i r s t  secre­
ta ry . The snow ba lling  movem ent 
then successfully backed Gomulka 
in  his showdown w ith  the K rem ­
lin .

G om ulka’s f i r s t  move aga inst 
these new ly-fo rm ed w o rke rs ’ o r­
ganizations, w h ich  had b rough t 
h im  to power, was to declare th a t 
they had fu lf i l le d  th e ir  ro le and 
were no longer necessary. Both 
by  persuasion and by o ff ic ia l 
non-recogn ition the revo lu tiona ry  
com m ittees in the fac to ries— the 
em bryo o f w o rkers ’ councils (so­
v ie ts )— thus were dissolved soon 
a fte r  the O ctober Revolution.

To achieve th is  the  Gom ulka 
reg im e agreed to  accept, as an 
“ experim ent,”  a fo rm  o f workers* 
councils which are re a lly  fa c to ry  
councils. F ac to ry  councils d if fe r  
from  w orkers ’ councils (sovie ts) 
in  th a t they confine themselves 
so le ly  to  the economic problems 
o f the p la n t o r in du s try , whereas 
fu ll- fle d g e d  w orkers ’ councils also 
take up a ll p o lit ic a l problems.

C O U N C ILS  IN D E P E N D E N T
Nonetheless these fa c to ry  coun­

cils a ffo rd  the w orkers an o rgan­
iza tio n  independent o f the s ta te : 
p a rty  and union bureaucracy, fo r  
in te rven tion  on m any basic is ­
sues co n fro n tin g  them — w ork  
loads, wages, m anagem ent p o li­
cies, etc. They have spread like

w ild f ire  since October so th a t 
today 80% o f the im p o rta n t fac ­
to ries  in Poland have such coun­
cils. As w ith  the O ctober Revo­
lu tion , the auto w o rkers  o f Zeran 
and W F M  cons titu te  the advance 
guard  o f th is  movement.

A  five -m a n  team  o f F rench 
jo u rn a lis ts  and professors, who 
recen tly  v is ite d  Poland, made a 
jo in t  re p o rt fo r  the independent 
soc ia lis t pub lica tion , France-Ob- 
serva teur, in  w h ich they said: ‘‘A t  
th is  m om ent the councils are 
m u ltip ly in g  in  numbers and m u lt i­
p ly in g  th e ir  contacts w ith  one an­
o ther. The bonds estab lished be­
tween councils o f a s ing le  branch 
o f in d u s try  are o f f ic ia lly  recog­
nized, and in  certa in  cases, no ta ­
b ly  in  the e lectric  in d u s try , i t  ap­
pears th a t they have fo rm ed  a 
fed e ra tio n  to  w h ich  the G overn­
m ent Bureau (a bureaucra tic  
fo rtre s s ) is forced to defer. B u t 
bonds are also established spon­
taneously between councils in  d if ­
fe re n t industries. .Zeran, w h ich 
appears to be the in sp ira tio n  and 
model in the devolopm ent o f these 
re la tions, w eekly is v is ited  by de l­
egations fro m  d iffe re n t fac tories  
about to  fo rm  th e ir  own councils 
thus spreading propagandists fo r  
Zeran th roughou t Poland.”

L U K E W A R M
G om ulka has fro m  the beg in­

n ing  displayed a lukew arm  a t t i ­
tude towards the fa c to ry  coun­
cils. T h e ir spread has f i l le d  the 
bureaucracy w ith  d ism ay. , The 
S ta lin is t w ing  o f the  bureaucra­
cy, tow ards whom Gom ulka ex­
ercises a fo rg ive -a n d -fo rg e t p o li­
cy w h ile  he ham m ers the  heads 
o f the “ men o f October,”  is  ca r­
ry in g  on an open cam paign 
aga inst the  councils. Recently 
Jerzy M oraw sk i, G om ulka’s lead 
in g  spokesman, w ro te  an a rtic le  
in  Nowe D ro g i w a rn in g  aga inst 
the over-am 'bition o f the  fa c to ry  
councils.

A ccord ing  to the M arch  16 New 
Y o rk  T im es th is  a rtic le  was 
sharply a ttacked in a speech by 

M . Ja ro s in k i, the new f i r s t  sec­
re ta ry  o f the  W arsaw  CP, who 
said: “ T h is  opposition ( to  exten 
sion o f powers o f councils) has 
'been upheld by various statem ents 
th a t tr ie d  to  show the system o f 
w o rke rs ’ councils as a system of 
anarchy and syndica lism  having

no th in g  to do w ith  the d ic ta to r­
ship o f the p ro le ta r ia t and socia l­
ism . We re je c t such an op in ion.”  

In  a th in ly -ve ile d  w a rn in g  to  
Gom ulka, Ja rons ink i w ro te  o f the 
danger o f the lin ks  between state 
and w o rk in g  class be ing broken. 
“ We m ust te ll each o the r qu ite  
c le a rly ,”  he said, “ th a t the re  is 
r.o go ing  back on October.”

Though G om ulka h im se lf ap­
pears no t to  have made any pub­
lic  a ttacks on the councils as ye t, 
he has displayed a "g e t tou gh ”  
a tt itu d e  on the economic demands 
o f the w orkers. He has denounced 
s tr ik e s  which have broken out* 
dec la ring  they w il l  cause econo­
mic ru in . On M arch 22 he steam ­
ro lle red  a b i l l  th rough  pa rliam en t 
re p ud ia tin g  back wages owed 
fro m  the S ta lin is t years to  thou­
sands o f w orkers.

Refugees Still Marxist
The W est German governm ent 

found its e lf  ra th e r s ta rtle d  by  
the resu lt o f a survey i t  recently  
made to  de term ine the p o lit ic a l 
v iew s o f w o rk in g  class refugees 
fro m  E as t Germ any. The survey 
revealed th a t 61 percent o f those 
who le f t  E ast Germ any are “ s t i l l  
convinced M arx is ts  o r  sym pa th is­
ers.”  T im e magazine, A p r i l  8 , 
w o e fu lly  adds to the re p o rt th a t 
“ on ly e ig h t percent were fo r  free  
en terprise  pure and sim ple.”  The 
survey fin d in g s  co n firm  the na­
tu re  o f E ast German w o rk in g  
class p o lit ic a l th in k in g  as ex- 
piessed in  the June 1953 u p ris ­
in g  aga ins t the S ta lin is t  reg im e.

A Marxist Quarterly

International 
Socialist Review

The W in te r  issue is now on 
sale. It. fea tu res a rtic les  on the 
reg roupm en t o f revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lis t forces in  the  U.S. and 
on the  A m erican  economy.
35 cents a copy $1.25 a year
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How Teamsters React to Beck Probe
By Herman Chauka w ith in  the scope o f the Team ­

sters con s titu tion . W e are not 
go ing to  p e rm it the  d isso lu tion 
o f ou r o rgan iza tion .”

A ccord ing  to  the M arch 20 
New Y o rk  T im es, M il le r  phoned 
Senator M cC lellan requesting  use 
o f the Senate sub-com m ittee’s 
records and! said the Senator had 
assured him  they  would be ava il­
able to h im  i f  needed. In  Yakim a, 
W ash., Beck was burned in  
e ff ig y  a fte r  a M arch 28 union 
m eeting where 700 members 
vcted aga inst c o n trib u tin g  any 
money to his defense.

A t  a m eeting o f Local 70 in 
O akland, C a lif., where an e igh t- 
year trusteesh ip  came to  an end, 
a reso lu tion  was im m ed ia te ly  
introduced dem anding the re ­
s igna tion o f Bcck,\ James H o ffa  
and F ra n k  B rew ste r. The reso lu­
tio n  was tab led on a procedura l

p o in t.
In  C inc inna ti, James Luke, 

president o f the 17,000-member 
Team sters J o in t Council, called 
fo r  Beck’s res ign a tion  and said 
th a t ra n k -a n d -file  sen tim ent in  
the area was “ ru n n in g  50-to-one”  
aga inst Beck. The day previous 
the  executive Board o f C inc in ­
n a ti Local 100 called fo r  an 
a u d it record o f  the Ohio Con­
ference o f Team sters. A  demand 
has also been made by Local 224 
in  Los Angeles fo r  a fu l l  ac­
coun ting  o f the W estern  Con­
ference s tr ik e  fund.

On the basis o f s tree t in te r ­
views w ith  tru c k  d rive rs  in  the 
m a jo r c ities, the  M arch 28 N . Y . 
T im es concludes th a t a m a jo r ity  
o f those in te rv iew ed welcome the  
Senate in ves tig a tion  “ e v e n  
though they fe a r i t  m ig h t h u r t 
labor.”

Comments o f those in te rv iew ed 
Covered a w ide range o f v ie w ­
points. One ove r-the -ioad  d r iv e r 
ph ilosophized: “ There w i l l  s t i l l  
be thieves. I  don’t  blam e them  
a b i t  fo r  ta k in g  i t .  The on ly  
th in g  I  th in k  is the guys now in  
have g o t enough lo o t.”

B u t one d r iv e r a t a New Y o rk  
p ie r pegged the problem  when 
he sa id :“ The Senate in ves tig a ­
t io n  is  p a r t  o f a cam paign to  
smash a ll unions. W hen the  
Senators ge t th rou gh  look ing  a t 
the  Team sters somebody ough t 
to  s ta r t  an in ves tig a tion  o f the 
Senators. A nd  the  newspapers 
are ju s t  as bad. The un ion has 
done a good jo b  fo r  us. Ten 
years ago we were lpoked on as 
a bunch o f bums. Today we make 
a good liv in g . I f  Beck’s a crook» 
w e have lo ts  o f good, honest men 
to  take  h is  place.”

indus tries  a re  expected to  ge 
the  same ra ise  sho rtly .

B y  lead ing the  action, the ra il, 
w ay w orkers  —  who, i t  should 
be noted, do n o t have the legal 
r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  —  defied the  gov­
ernm ent and emerged as the 
lead ing force in  the labo r move­
ment. The w orkers are very 
proud th a t they fo u g h t and won. 
T h e ir m ilitancy  can be expected 
to  increase.

The lead ing m ilita n ts  in  the 
ra i l  and mine unions are m a in ly  
le f t  social-dem ocrats who have 
never had a genuine revo lu ­
t io n a ry  p a rty  to  lead them . The 
on ly  th in g  the  Socia lis t P a rty  
d id  d u rin g  the  M arch strugg les 
was to act as a m ed ia to r between 
the s tr ike rs  and the governm ent. 
La ck ing  any rea l perspective, 
the C om m unist P a rty  played an 
in s ig n if ic a n t ro le  in  the s tr ike  
s trugg les. T h e ir  m ain  concern 
seemed to be w o rk in g  fo r  in te r ­
na tiona l “ peaceful co-existence,”  
and they fo llow ed  qu ie tly  a fte r  
the  S ocia lis t P a rty .

M IN IM U M -W A G E  F IG H T
A  po w erfu l new s tr ik e  move­

m ent in  Japan was expected fo r  
M arch 26 to w in  the demand fo r  
ra is in g  the legal m in im um  wage, 
b u t i t  did n o t m ate ria lize . A l-

By George Lavan
G om ulka’s sharp sw ing to  the 

r ig h t  in  the tw o m onths since the 
Polish elections, has dea lt its  
heaviest blows aga inst the in te l­
lectuals and students who played 
such a prom inent ro le  in  b r in g ­
in g  h im  to  power. However, the 
d r iv in g  fo rce  o f the Poznan up­
ris in g  and the  October Revolu­
tion  was the w o rk ing  class— and 
here Gom ulka has to proceed 
m ore slow ly.

The Polish w o rk in g  class was 
m obilized behind the October 
Revo lu tion  by m ilita n ts  whose 
s trongest bases are in  the big  
Zeran and W F M  auto and m o to r­
cycle fac to rie s  in  W arsaw . The 
in te rven tion  o f the p ro le ta ria t, 
s tand ing ready, arm s in  hand, 
gave the requ ired w e igh t to the 
October demands o f the in te lle c ­
tua ls  and students. The steadv

U n ited  Parcel, W oo lw orth  and 
o ther denartm ent store w are­
houses. Pleas o f the union o f­
fice rs  were countered fro m  the 
f lo o r  w ith  proposals to  balance 
the loca l’s budget b y  c u ttin g  
down the p a y ro ll and o ther ex­
penditures, and the o ffice rs  were 
accused o f “ ou tlandish liv in g .”  

In  Portland , Ore., R obert M il­
le r, a 37-year-o ld over-the-road 
d riv e r, announced he was head­
in g  a com m ittee “ to  remove 
tnose in te rna tiona l o ffice rs  we 
th in k  no longer f i t  fo r  o ffice  
and who have b ro ug h t d iscred it 
upon us.”

He said th a t 2,000 o f P o rt­
land ’s 12,000 team sters have 
“ com m itted themselves”  to  the 
com m ittee. He indicated uncer­
ta in ty  as to  w h a t action the 
com m ittee would take and added, 
“ W e w i l l  move» i f  a t a ll possible,

A  m ixed p ic tu re  is presented in 
reports  fro m  th roughou t the 
coun try  on ran k -an d -file  team ster 
reaction to  the Senate inves tiga ­
t io n  o f Dave Beck’s fin a n c ia l 
operations. Some o f the men 
welcome the M cC lellan com m it­
tee’s do ing a jo b  on him . Others 
recognize and fe a r  the com m it­
tee’s an ti-un ion  objectives. Few 
have a good word fo r  Beck. Tn 
the union locals the hearings 
have served in  some areas to 
b r in g  to  the surface long- 
sm oldering discontent w ith  the 
un ion bureaucracy.

A t  a s to rm y m eeting, March 
31, o f Local 804 o f the New York 
Team sters, the members voted by 
about 1,400 to 100 aga inst a 
proposed $ l-a -m on th  dues hike 
T he local includes d rive rs  at

The cleavage between the union ranks 
and the horde of well-paid functionaries 
who make up the bureaucracy is well- 
nigh complete. The bureaucracy, is hated 
as a usurper of the membership’s demo­
cratic rights. The ranks are also well 
aware that the ir high-handed officials 
sometimes fa ll into confusion as to which 
pocket is theirs and which the union’s 
when i t  comes to handling finances.

There is a general aspiration to win 
union democracy, and there is a growing 
recognition that membership control is es­
sential i f  the unions are to serve the 
membership over such issues, as for in­
stance, the speed-up.

As a result of the current Senate hear­
ings there is a hope among many union 
members — although by no means all — 
that something good w ill come fo r the 
cause of rank and file control.

However, i t  is not a matter o f merely 
replacing one bureaucrat w ith another.

I t  is a matter of program—of class- 
struggle program. I t  is a question of 
building a left-w ing in the unions pos­
sessed of political consciousness.

The problem or restoring union demo­
cracy is intimately tied w ith establishing 
the political independence of th e labor 
movement. The motion of the m ilitants 
must be to break the political strangle­
hold of the government on the unions by 
breaking the tie-up of the union with the 
government’s foreign policy and w ith cap 
ita lis t politicians.

Organizing around such a program, the 
m ilitants w ill be able to establish a firm  
idea o f difference between themselves anc 
the union bureaucrats. They w ill outline a 
perspective of drawing the Negro move­
ment and the farmers in a new assertion 
of labor’s power.

Thereby they w ill be able to contest for 
the allegiance o f the entire rank and file 
of the working class and break up the 
bureaucratic stranglehold on the unions 
on the way to smashing the power of Big 
Business over the country.



The Negro Struggle

Class Struggle Underlies Fight on Integration
(The fo llo w in g  appeared as an e d ito r ia l in  the 

M arch 23 P a lm etto  Leader, a N egro newspaper 
published in  Colum bia, South C aro lina . The 
t i t le  is the  same as in  the  o r ig in a l. —  Ed.)

The real issue in the South is not 
segregation or integration. I t  goes deeper 
than that. Any other cause celebre m ight 
do jus t as well i f  i t  would keep the labor­
er’s mind o ff the low wage scale in the 
South.

The thing that the present leaders of the 
South fear more than anything else is 
that both the Negro and the white work­
ing men w ill get their heads together and 
organize themselves into a union. That 
kind of an organization would win all 
that i t  deserved to win.

But so long as southern leaders can 
keep the two races fighting each other, 
there is no danger of Negro and white 
working men organizing into a strong 
bargaining unit.

None of the pro-segregationist south­
ern leaders actually hate the Negro. In 
fact, they love him because he has been 
the ir “ meal ticket,”  both politically and 
economically. The more outspoken they 
are against Negro rights, the more

assured they are of keeping the ir political 
offices. The more tension they can s tir up 
between races, the more money they can 
make for themselves and the ir support­
ers by keeping wages down.

A ll of the southern politicians know that 
as long as the two races that have to labor 
fo r their living are fighting about color, 
they w ill never be able to get together 
and demand a decent wage fo r the ir work. 
They certainly can’t  get i t  without the 
support of both races.

Southern Negro and white men who buy 
automobiles or any electrical appliances 
fo r the ir homes are paying the high wages 
of the North and West, but are not get­
ting any such wages themselves to make 
the purchase of such articles easier for 
them.

How did the laboring class in the North 
and West secure high wages? They did it  
by organizing and demanding their share 
of the consumer’s dollar.

That w ill never happen in  the South 
so long as the white man tries to keep 
the Negro down.

In order to keep the Negro down, the 
white man must stay down w ith him. In 
such a case, neither race can advance.

'Edge of City' Presents 
Moving Interracial Theme

By Ruth Norton
’L ik e  Home o f the  Brave, a 

1946 f i lm  which broke down H o l­
lyw ood’s p re -W orld  W a r I I  ban 
on movies dea ling  w ith  J im  Crow, 
Edge o f the  C ity  is a gauge of 
the g ro w in g  power o f the N e­
g ro  s tru g g le  fo r  equa lity . B oth 
f ilm s  were made in  periods o f 
large-sca le pro tests by  N egro 
masses and deal w ith  ind iv idua ls  
who s tand as symbols o f the 
N e g ro  mass. The o ther movies 
about Negroes th a t have tr ic k le d  
th rough  between Home o f the 
B rave and Edge o f the C ity  have 
concerned themselves w ith  the 
“ ta lented te n th ”  ra th e r than w ith  
the N egro mass. O r lik e  Carmen 
Jones they have segregated the 
N e gro  in  an a ll-co lored cast.

TW O  F IL M S  C O N TR A S TE D
A s the f i r s t  f i lm  on the Ne­

g ro  question, Home o f the Brave 
had some shock value. A nd  i t  
reg istered the fa c t th a t the N e­
g ro  asp ira tions fo r  eq ua lity  had 
become a prim e issue in A m e r­
ica. B u t w h ile  p resen ting  the 
cen tra l 'Negro character as a 
symbol o f an oppressed group, 
it gave h im  no pe rsona lity  and 
i t  held ou t a b leak perspective 
on in te g ra tio n  when the unmo­
tiva te d  and s tra ined  friendsh ip  
between the N egro and the w h ite  
so ld ie r came to  a negative con­
clusion.

■By con tras t, Edge o f the C ity  
p o rtra ys  the development o f 
frie n d sh ip  between tw o d o c-k 
w o rkers— one Negro and the o th ­
er w h ite . T h e ir  fr ien dsh ip  ripens 
both on the jo b  and in th e ir  so­
c ia l life . I t  is  trea ted  n a tu ra lly , 
thus p o rtra y in g  rac ia l equa lity

in action. A nd  by opposing 
the d e s t r u c t i v e  effects o f 
racism  to  th is  frien dsh ip , the 
m ovie makes an in d ic tm e n t o f 
w h ite  suprem acy and bu ilds a 
p o w e rfu l case fo r  in te g ra tio n . 
Thus, Edge o f 'the C ity  re flec ts  
the gains scored by the Negro 
movement since 1946 and the im ­
pact on Am erican society o f the 
organized N egro  s tru g g le  in  the 
South.

The f i lm  is the s to ry  o f how a 
w h ite  w o rke r seem ingly defeated 
in  life , resolves his in d iv idu a l 
problem s and achieves his fu l l  
s ta tu re  as a  human being in  the 
course o f id e n tify in g  h im se lf w ith  
tne f ig h t  fo r  rac ia l equa lity . A  
'New Y o rk  dock provides the set­
t in g  in  w h ich  A xe l N ordm an’s 
trans fo rm a tion  takes place. He 
runs up aga inst a b u lly in g  ex­
p lo ite r  o f w o rkers  in  the person 
o f his forem an, Charlie  M a llick , 
who is a rac is t.

T H E  C H O IC E
A x e l also encounters Tom m y 

T y le r, a N egro  w orker, who 
knows how to handle the veiled 
ii.su lts  o f M a llic k  w ith o u t back­
in g  down. F rom  C harlie  M a llic k : 
‘‘I  can’ t  understand how you go t 
th is  k ind  o f jo b .”  A nsw er >by 
Tom m y T y le r : “ Oh, I ’m  one of 
those who sneaked th rough . I t  
happens every now and then.”  
“ I  rem em ber when they didn ’t  le t 
y o u r k ind  w o rk  here.”  “ W ha t 
k in d  am I ? ”  asks Tom m y p o in t­
edly. Tom m y te lls  A xe l about his 
im pression o f men lik e  Charlie , 
w a rn in g  th a t “ A  man m ust make 
a choice,”  between the human 
race and the “ low er fo rm s.”

th e  MILITANT
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Three Socialist Campaigns
Cowley Hits at City’s 
Teacher Pay Proposal

APRIL 4 — Joyce Cowley, Socialist Workers Party 
candidate fo r mayor of New York City today protested 
the Wagner administration’s budget recommendations for
teachers’ pay. U nderpaid N e w f
V oi-k teachers were given a brush 
o f f  in  th e ir  wage, demands in  the 
projected 1057-58 budget. Ig n o r­
in g  recommendations o f the 
Board o f Education fo r  a b lan ke t 
increase fo r  a ll teachers, the new 
budget,”  M rs. Cow ley said,

A x e l is aided in  m ak ing  his 
choice when he enters in to  the 
social m ilieu  o f Tom  and his w ife  
and find s  concern fo r  his prob­
lems. Here the f i lm  takes on 
v ita l i t y  and hope, and the incon­
g ru ity  o f p re jud ice is achieved. 
In te re s tin g ly , the woman ques­
tio n  is linked  b r ie f ly  to th is  a f ­
f irm a tio n  o f fra te rn iz a tio n , when 
Turn’s w ife  rem arks a fte r  d inner 
th a t the submerged class o f wom ­
en w il l  now re tire  to th e ir  k n it ­
t in g  and leave the men to th e ir  
■‘ im p o rta n t business.”

I t  comes as a rough jo l t  when 
the s itua tion  s h ifts  back to the 
tensions on the docks w h ich ex­
plode in e v ita b ly  in to  a f ig h t  to 
the death, p rec ip ita ted  ¡by C harlie  
aga inst A xe l. Tom m y intervenes, 
c la im in g  the f ig h t  as h is own 
and is .slain. The na tu re  and o u t­
come o f  the  f ig h t  pose a fin a l 
decision fo r  A xe l. H is  hesitation 
g i\e s  the v iew er a chance to pa r­
tic ip a te  in  his s trugg le . And the 
f i lm  ends on a clear, positive 
note.

R E A L IS T IC  S E T T IN G
Edge o f the C ity  was adapted 

fo r  the movie medium by  Robert 
A la n  A r th u r  fro m  his T V  drama, 
“ A  M an is Ten ‘Feet T a ll,”  w r i t ­
ten o r ig in a lly  fo r  the sm a lle r d i­
mensions o f the T V  studio. I t  
reca lls some recent movie adap­
ta tions  o f Paddy C haye fsky ’s T V  
p lays, in  th a t Edge o f the C ity  
doesn’t  go in  fo r  lavish H o lly ­
wood sets, b u t he ightens the 
rea lism  o f its  theme by keeping 
its  characters in  th e ir  day-to-day 
se ttings.

JO YC E C O W LE Y

•‘makes the outrageous proposal 
th a t increases be confined to  16,- 
000 h igh  school teachers and 
supervisors w ith  the rem ain ing 
24,000 to ge t no th ing .”

The Board o f Education had 
recommended th a t the  new budg­
e t include a $23-m illion  appro­
p ria tio n  to provide b lanke t in ­
creases. Instead, the proposed 
budget includes a $6 -m illion  ap­
p ro p ria tio n  which w ill provide a. 
two-stage, $400-a-year increase 
fo r  a sm all g roup ing  and v ir tu a l­
ly  excludes a ll younger teachers

by estab lish ing  a ten-year sen­
io r ity  proviso on those e lig ib le  
fo r  the increase.

T he move to g ra n t increases 
on ly to a select few  was h it  by 
Rose Russell, le g is la tive  l-epre- 
sen ta tive  o f the Teachers U n ion 
as one designed to “ fu r th e r  d i­
vide the teaching s ta f f . ”

The pres ident o f the H igh 
'School Teachers Associa tion , 
M rs. Concetta C. Roy declared, 
“ We m ust show the c ity  we mean 
business. W e are not go ing to 
be sa tis fied  w ith  peanuts.”  Plans 
have been announced by teach­
ers’ o rgan iza tions fo r  a series 
o f p ro tes t ra llie s  cu lm in a tin g  in 
a mass motorcade on C ity  H a ll 
A p r i l 9.

W ID E R  BO YCO TT
A t  the same tim e plans are 

being considered fo r  a sharp ex­
tension o f the boycott o f e x tra ­
c u rr ic u la r a c tiv itie s  w h ich has 
been earned on in  the c ity  schooU 
fo r  the past s ix  years. The H igh 
School Teachers Association is 
now draw ing  up a special code 
fo r  its  members inc lud ing  the 
fo llo w in g  po in ts : A sk teachers 
no t to stay a sing le  m inute  a fte r  
the school day ends; Request 
teachers n o t to w r ite  fo r  any 
school pub lica tion ; B oyco tt meet­
ings o f com m ittees p lann ing  
revisions o f school courses. Take 
a passive a ttitude  a t fa c u lty  
m eetings b y  a tten d in g  bu t re ­
m a in ing  silen t.

Teacher spokesmen were also 
.sharp in  th e ir  a ttack  on 'School 
S uperintendent Jansen. H ig h ly  
a rtic u la te  when i t  comes to  fa n ­
n ing  the w itch  hu n t in  the school 
system, Jansen has thus fa r  re ­
m ained s ilen t on the re jec tion  
o f the Board o f Education wage 
recommendation.

Unionists Urge Labor Run 
Candidates in Detroit Election

By Sarah Lovell
S ocia lis t Candidate fo r  M ayor 

DETROIT — Union members are already beginning 
to think and ta lk about the Detroit city elections even 
though the primaries fo r mayor and common council 
w on’t  take place u n t il Sept. 10.;./

One o f the th ings  they ’re  ta lk ­
in g  about is  w h a t ro le  the la ­
bor m ovem ent should p la y  in 
these elections, and how i t  can 
ge t some representation o f its  
own in  the c ity  governm ent.

W e ll w o rth  th in k in g  about are 
the rem arks by Eddie P lawecki, 
B il l  Hughes and H a rry  Philo , re ­
po rte rs  o f the S ta r B u ild in g  col­
umn th a t appeared in  the M arch 
23 issue o f Ford Facts, the news­
paper o f U A W  iFord Local COO.

I t ’s an a rtic le  about labor and 
po litics . I  don’t  agree w ith  every'

. . .  L.A. Chrysler Strike
(Continued fro m  page 1)

Calendar of Events
Detroit Fri., Night 

Socialist Forum
Fri., A p ril 12 — 8 P.M.

“ Prospects and Problem s 
O f the  S ocia lis t M ovem ent”  

Speaker: V . R. D U N N E

•
Fri., A p ril 19 — 8 P.M.

“ The U A W  Convention:
A  R eport f ro m  A tla n t ic  C ity ”  

Eugene V . Debs H a ll 
3737 W oodward, 2nd F I.

Twin Cities
Labor Forum 

•
Fri., A p ril 12 — 8 P.M.

“ W hy Congress is Inve s tig a tin g  
the  Team sters U n ion ”  

Speaker: H E N R Y  S C H U LT Z  
V ete ran  T rade U n io n is t 

Labor Book Store 
322 Hennepin Ave. (2nd F lo o r) 

M inneapo lis 
Auspices:

T w in  C ities Labor 
F o rum  Com m ittee

Berkeley Readers
E n joy  a Gala Even ing

O f Chamber M usic 
*  *  *

See a New FHm on 
The Sobell Case 

*  *  *

Refreshm ents 
Sat. Eve., A p ril 13 

1633 Cedar S t. 
C o n trib u tion  50 cents

New York
M ilitant Labor Forum

Sun., April 7 — 7:30 P.M.
“ A u tom ation  

A nd Socialism ”
Speaker: R O BER T CH ES TE R  

•
Sun., April 14 — 7:30 P.M.
“ The Case o f  M o rton  Sobell 
—  P risoner o f the  W itch h u n t”  

Speakers:
H E L E N  S O B E LL 

W ife  o f M orton  Sobell 
and

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W 'EISS 
1956 V ice P res identia l Candidate, 

S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
116 U n ive rs ity  Place

American Youth 
fo r Socialism

holds open m eetings every 
Tuesday n ig h t a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  
Place, a t 8 P.M.

Tues., April 9
A  review  o f Peter F ry e r ’s 

Book, H ungarian  T ragedy 
Speaker: A R T  ROSS

m
“ The History of American 

Socialism”
a series o f classes led by JO YCE 
C O W LE Y  w il l  begin Monday, 
A p r i l  8, 8-10 P. M . and w iil 
continue on every M onday n ig h t 
u n t il June 10.

R eg is te r N ow :
M a rx is t Labor School 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  3, N.Y- 
Phone A L  5-7852

Los Angeles
Two Saturday Afternoon 

Classes 
S ix  Lectures a t 1 P.M. on: 

“ The F ir s t  Am erican 
R evo lu tion ”

B y  W IL L IA M  F . W A R D E  

And S ix Lectures a t 2 P.M . on: 
“ The Russian R evolution 

O f 1917”
By T H E O D O R E  E D W A R D S

(See ne x t issue fo r  lecture t it le s )  
Lectures begin

Sat., A p ril 20
School o f In te rn a tio n a l 

Socialism  
1702 E. .Fourth  St.

Los Angeles, C a lif.

B io te tti and P resident W a lte r 
R euther ca llin g  upon them  to 
libe ra lize  the U A W ’s po licy on 
s tr ik e  re lie f. A s  o f now, no rep ly  
has been received.

O N E  LO C A L  A T  A  T IM E

Local 230’s s tr ik e  occurred as 
a d irec t re s u lt o f the In te rn a ­
t io n a l’s own actions in  respect 
to  the  speed-up problem  in  
C hrys ler. On Feb. 26, in  na tiona l 
nego tia tions w ith  C hrys ler, the 
U A W ’s top  leaders reached an 
agreem ent w ith  the  Company 
on speed-up, and called o f f  a 
co rpora tion -w ide  s tr ike . Th is 
se ttlem ent provided th a t i f  the 
members o f the  un ion were no t 
sa tis fie d  w ith  its  term s, they 
could s tr ik e  C hrys le r on a local 
union level. Because o f  th is, fo r  
the f i r s t  tim e in  its  h is to ry  Local 
230 is now on s tr ik e  w ith o u t the 
o ther C h rys le r p lan ts  being also 
shu t down.

Local 230’s leadership was no t 
in  accord w ith  th is  one-local- 
a t-a -tim e  s tr ik e  s tra teg y . Then, 
when the U A W ’s so-called na­
tio n a l agreem ent did n o t resu lt 
in  any im provem ent o f the w o rk ­
in g  conditions in  the M aywood 
p la n t, the ran k -a n d -file  members 
went ou t on tw o w ildca t strikes. 
Under th is  pressure, Local 230’s 
leaders asked fo r ,  and were 
g iven, s tr ik e  au tho riza tion  by 
the In te rn a tio n a l. To date, the 
b iggest source o f encouragement

the s tr ik e rs  have received has 
come w ith  the news th a t some 
o f th e ir  s is te r locals in  the E as t 
were re fu s in g  to w o rk  overtim e 
so th a t C hrys le r could no t make 
up the production th a t i t  was 
los ing a t the M aywood P lant.

Local 230 is  f ig h t in g  fo r  an 
agreem ent w h ich  w il l  m a in ta in  
a reasonable and fixe d  re la tio n ­
sh ip  between line-speed and m an­
power. The outcome o f th is  
s tr ik e  may w e ll set a precedent 
which w i l l  be used as a basis 
fo r  se ttlem ent th roughou t the 
en tire  C hrys le r d iv is ion .

“ some,”  bu t a fu lli s la te ; and no 
ju s t  to ‘ ‘present our fee lings,”  
bu t to pass le g is la tio n  to  meet 
our needs. The w orkers are the 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the 
popu lation, and the  c ity  adm in­
is tra t io n  should be in  the hands 
o f the  representatives o f th is  
m a jo rity .

I ’m  g lad th is  a rtic le  has ap 
peared, because i f  independent 
p o lit ic a l action by labo r th is  year 
is to  be more tha n  ju s t  ta lk  or 
hopes, i t ’s necessary to  begin 
do ing som eth ing abou t i t  p re tty  
soon.

In  ta lk s  before some union 
m eetings, I  have already propos­
ed w h a t I  th in k  is  the f i r s t  lo g ­
ica l step:

G et the  C IO  and A F L  to  ca ll 
a conference o f a l l D e tro it  lo ­
cal unions, N egro  organ izations, 
housewives and you th  groups, 
fo r  the purpose o f fo rm u la tin g  
a p rogram  to  meet ou r needs 
and o f selecting a f u l l  s la te  o f 
candidates fo r  m ayor and com 
mon council.

W e s t i l l  have tim e  to  do th is , 
bu t no t too much tim e. The la s t 
f i l in g  date is J u ly  27.

I  appeal to everyone who fa^ 
vors such action  to  make i t  
known how they feel in  th e ir  own 
organ izations. The on ly w ay to 
b r in g  about a cam paign o f th is  
k ind  is by the  ra n k  and f i le  
speaking up fo r  i t  and le tt in g  
th e ir  leaders know  w h a t they 
want.

I f 1 the labo r m ovem ent puts up 
its  own candidate fo r  m ayor, 
then I  w i l l  consider w ith d ra w in g  
in  his favo r. I f  i t  doesn’t,  then 
1 w ill ’ keep cam paign ing and t r y ­
in g  to  w in  suppo rt and votes 
fo r  the k ind  o f p o lit ic a l action 
and p rogram  th a t w i l l  lead to 
the  fo rm a tio n  o f an independent 
labo r p a rty .

I  hope th a t B ro thers  P lawecki, 
Hughes and Philo , and the  m any 
o ther un ion men and woman in  
D e tro it  who fee l as they do, w i l l  
a c tive ly  w o rk  fo r  a labo r con­
ference and an independent la ­
bor slate th is  year.

F o r th a t is the way to achieve 
the objective th a t we socia lists 
are t ry in g  to popu larize in  th is  
cam paign:

“ Labor and its  a llies, reprc 
sen ting  the m a jo r ity  o f the pop­
u la tion , have the power, the r ig h t 
and the du ty  to  govern D e tro it.”

(Cam paign headquarters o f the 
Sarah Love ll fo r  M ayo r Com­
m ittee  is 3737 W oodward, De­
t ro it .  Phone TE m ple  1-6135.)

Banks Polls 
7094 Votes 
In L.A. Race

LOS A N G E L E S , A p r i l  4 —  In  
a s ta tem ent issued today E r ro ll 
Banks, soc ia lis t candidate fo r  
M ayor, expressed h is thanks to  
those who had supported his 
cam paign and declared he would 
continue to devote h is “ energies 
to  the  f ig h t  fo r  socialism  ju s t as 
fu l ly  as before the  e lection.”

Banks ra n  w ith  the  support 
o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P arty , 
and in  the  course o f the cam­
p a ign  won endorsement fro m  
V incen t H a llina n , 1952 P res i­
d e n tia l candidate fo r  the P ro ­
gressive P a rty . He also received 
the  endorsem ent o f the Inde­
pendent S ocia lis t League. W it ii 
th e  elections he ld Tuesday, 
Banks received a reported  7,094 
votes.

E ndorsem ent o f h is campaign 
by V incen t H a llin a n  was con­
ta ined in  a message to  a p re ­
election banquet fo r  the so­
c ia lis t candidate. H a llin a n ’s mes. 
sage sa id : “ Please Convey my 
best wishes to  y o u r m eeting and 
m y hopes th a t E r ro l l Banks w ill 
receive the  suppo rt o f a l l who 
subscribe to  the  p rinc ip le s  of 
Socialism  and Social Justice .”

T h roughou t h is  cam paign

.. Spur Anti-Union Drive
(Continued fro m  page 1)

p repa ra tion  o f an ti- la b o r legis la 
t io n  began lo ng  before the 
Senate in q u iry  in to  co rru p tio n  
in  the  labo r movement. The 
Senate in q u iry  is on ly  the open­
in g  'public phase o f a w e ll-  
planned B ig-Business s tra tegy. 
The Justice  D epartm ent’s p ro ­
posals fo r  a new a n t it ru s t law 
to  be applied to  unions came 
out o f recom m endations made by 
a  special com m ittee o f p riva te  
c itizens appointed by A tto rn e y  
General B row ne ll years ago. 
T h is  group subm itted its  re p o rt 
in  1955 proposing th a t union 
a c tiv itie s  aimed a t “ o u tr ig h t 
m a rke t co n tro l”  should be 
p roh ib ited .

A  six-page memo on these 
recom m endations, reports  the 
W a ll S tree t Jou rna l, is  now being 
secre tly  c ircu la ted  w ith in  the 
A dm in is tra tio n . The Senate hear­
ings create the atmosphere 
aga inst labo r th a t is  necessary! 
f o r  the open p repa ra tion  and, 
pushing o f such leg is la tion .

W h a t the  B ig-Business press 
makes the m ost noise about are 
le g is la tive  proposals fo r  govern 
m ent supervision o f union funds 
and o f un ion elections. The T a ft-  
H a rtle y  law , too, had h ig h ly -  
tou ted clauses in  i t  supposedly 
“ p ro te c tin g ’'  the ran k -a n d -file  
fro m  abuse o f power by union 
o ffic ia ls . The ten-year experience 
w ith  the law  shows, however, 
th a t the  opera tive clauses have 
been those designed to  weaken 
the unions as ins trum en ts  fo r  
the defense o f the w o rke rs ’ in ­
te rests aga inst the employers.

F irs t ,  the  re s tr ic tio n s  on the 
r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  have hampered 
the w orkers a t c ruc ia l moments 
o f ba rga in ing  especially in 
s e ttlin g  grievances. Second, the 
“ non-Com m unist”  a f f id a v its  —  
the governm ent’s f i r s t  in te r ,  
ference in  the  process o f union

B E C K

elections —  served to  push many 
devoted union m ilita n ts  ou t o f 
o ffice . (D u r in g  the same ten 
years union bureaucrats have in ­
creased th e ir  a -rb itra ry  power 
and p riv ile g e -ta k in g  considerably 
lega l res tr ic tio ns  n o tw iths tan d ­
in g .)

The Senate hearings have ad­
jou rned  fo r  tw o  weeks. B u t 
M cC lellan has promised to  re tu rn  
w ith  m ore ju ic y  m ate ria l w ith  
w h ich  to excite  labor-haters. In  
add ition  the House o f Represen­
ta tives  is p lan n in g  to ge t in to  
the p u b lic ity  s p o tlig h t w ith  an 
“ in ves tig a tion ”  o f its  own under 
the auspices o f the House Labor 
Com m ittee chaired by Barden o f 
N o rth  C aro lina , another Demo­
cra t. Barden assured reporters 
th a t  h is  “ in q u iry ”  w on’t  be 
m ere ly  a “ side show.”  He ap­
p a ren tly  hojjes to produce a main 
event in  com petition  w ith  the 
Senate.

In  the m eantim e the A F L -C IO  
E xecu tive  Council m et on the  
heels of the Beck revelations in

emergency session M arch 29, no t 
to plan a cam paign to f ig h t  o f f  
a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion , b u t to t r y  
to separate themselves be la ted ly  
fro m  th e ir  too-greedy colleague 
Beck was suspended fro m  his 
Council posts fo r  invok in g  his 
r ig h ts  under the F if th  Am end­
m ent in defiance o f the Senate 
probers.

On M ay 2 Beck w i l l  be granted 
a hearing by the Council to  face 
charges o f “ malfeasance”  in  o f­
fice . The danger in  th is  a ttem p t 
to  “ ge t”  Beck by bureaucratic 
maneuvers on top is the danger 
o f  s p lit t in g  the labor movement. 
Should th is  happen the en tire  
labo r movem ent wotfld be con­
siderably weakened th rou gh  in ­
ternecine w a rfa re .

The B u ild in g  Trade D e p a rt­
m ent, especially in  need o f co­
opera tion  fro m  the IB T , said 
A p r i l  1 th a t Beck was s t i l l  a 
m ember o f its  Executive Coun­
c il. George M eany, A F L -C IO  
president, rep o rted ly  disputed 
th is  fa c t. B u t M eany’s move 
aga inst Beck is a bureaucratic 
a tte m p t to  usurp the r ig h ts  th a t 
should belong to the members 
o f the IB T  alone. The bureau- j 
c ra tic  practices o f Beck w ill not 
be overcome by the bureaucratic 
practices o f M eany.

The Team sters Council m et in 
W ash ing ton, A p r i l  2, and re ­
buked Beck bv c u ttin g  down his 
announced p lan fo r  a m illio n  
d o lla r cam paign to counter the 
Senate investiga tion . A c tio n  by 
these office -ho lders, however, is 
decidedly lim ite d  by th e ir  own 
g u ilty  knowledge o f and pa r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the co rru p t p rac­
tices o f Beck. O nly the rank-and- 
f i le  Team sters can get r id  o f the 
whole pa ras itic  IB T  bureaucracy. 
B u t in  do ing so they m ust guard 
ca re fu lly  the u n ity  o f the o rgan­
iza tion  and its  independence 
from government interference.

E R R O L L  B A N K S

| Banks h i t  ha rd  on the issues 
I co n fro n tin g  labor and the Ne- 
’ g ro  people and u tilized  the elec- 
j  tio n  to  spread the  message of 
socialism . In  a recent appearance 
on the Tom  D uggan te levision 
show Banks took his stand in 
opposition to  the  present Con­
gressional a tta ck  on labor.

Banks said: “ A  com m ittee
w ith  M cC arthy, M un d t and Gold- 
wra te r have no good or progres­
sive designs tow ard  labor. T h e ir 
a im  is to  handcu ff the labor 
movement I  oppose any w ro ng ­
do ing in  the un ion movement. B ut 
the re  are p len ty  o f honest and 
sincere w o rkers  capable o f re ­
p lac ing  those g u ilty  o f w ro ng ­
doings. I  support C a rl S te lla to  
o f Ford  Loca l 600 o f the UAW ' 
in  his stand th a t labor can clean 
its  own house and doesn’t  need 
any Senate in ve s tig a tin g  com­
m ittees.”

Banks concentrated his cam­
paign a c tiv itie s  on union meet­
ings where he spoke on the need 
fo r  a Labor P a rty . Sometimes 
w a rm ly  welcomed, sometimes 
f ig h t in g  th rough  po litica l p re ju ­
dices o f o ff ic ia ls , Banks spoke to 
about 20 organ iza tions. One o f 
the m ost im pressive was a meet­
ing  o f 600 men and women mem­
bers o f the Shoeworkers Local 
i22  which repeatedly applauded 
his p la tfo rm  planks. The cam­
pa ign c lim ax M arch 31 came w ith  
Banks speaking to three N e­
g ro  churches and the Southeast 
In te rra c ia l Council. A  banquet 
th a t n ig h t was attended iby 90 
cam paigners.

New York
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S A R A H  L O V E L L

th in g  in  it ,  b u t I  w a n t to  ca ll 
a tte n tio n  to  the conclusion, 
w h ich  says:

“ F ou r years ago, we suppo rt, 
ed n ine candidates fo r  the De­
t r o i t  Common Council and not 
one was a rea l Labor representa­
tive . T h a t cam paign w i l l  be 
s ta r t in g  soon again and in  th is  
m ost in d u s tr ia l c ity  in  the U.S., 
we have a r ig h t to  demand some 
men fro m  our ranks on the Com­
mon Council.

“ The Common Council should 
hear o f jo b  runaw ay, DSR fares, 
unem ploym ent, w e lfa re , em ploy­
m ent conditions o f C ity  workers, 
taxes, etc. We need a Labor man 
w ith  our support to  present our 
fee lings.”

The m ain idea expressed here 
is ce rta in ly  correct and progres­
sive. The po licy o f endorsing old- 
line Dem ocrats (even though 
they are lis ted  as “ non-partisan”  
on the b a llo t) has resu lted in  
“ no t one. . . rea l Labor rep re ­
sen ta tive”  in  C ity  H a ll.

U n t i l labo r runs its  own can­
didates, th a t same s itua tion  w i l l  
continue. A nd w h a t’s needed is j 
no t ju s t  one labo r candidate, or


