
March-on-Washington Proposal Hailed
Eastland's 'Probe' 

Of CP Convention
An Editorial

E igh t of the eleven im partia l observers who were 
invited to attend the recent convention o f the Communist 
Party today issued a vigorous protest against the attem pt 
o f Senator Eastland’s w itch-hunting Interna l Security 
Subcommittee to investigate the degree o f independence 
of the Communist Party from  K rem lin  domination. The 
statement of protest countered the testimony o f Carl 
Rachlin of the New York American C iv il L iberties Union, 
one of the eleven observers a t the CP convention, who 
testified last week before the Eastland Committee. He 
attacked the CP convention as a “ sham,”  designed to fool 
the public.

In the statement issued by the eight, including A. J. 
Muste o f the Fellowship of Reconciliation and Dorothy 
Day, E d ito r of the Catholic Worker, the subcommittee’s 
action was denounced as the “ un-American practice of 
governmental inquisition in to political opinions and 
activities, as instanced by the summons of Eugene Dennis 
[form erly National Secretary of the CPJ to appear next 
Monday before the sub-committee.”

The eight non-Communist observers stated that “the 
sessions of the convention of the Communist Party were 
democratically conducted” and that there were “many in­
dications that no individual or group was in a position to 
control the convention.”

I f  Eastland wants to investigate the independence of 
political parties, perhaps he should s ta rt w ith  Democrats 
and Republicans. Im partia l observers would have no d if­
f icu lty  in discovering how these parties are dictated to 
■by party  bosses. And from  there the control could be easily 
traced to Big Business, which provides the bulk of the 
campaign expenses.

And certainly an investigation o f how much demo­
cracy prevails in gatherings o f Eastland’s own Demo­
cratic P a rty  in Mississippi would yield lit t le  evidence of 
any freedom. Such an investigation would have to  begin 
w ith  the observation tha t Negroes are excluded solely on 
the ground tha t they are Negroes.

B ut Eastland isn’t  really interested in how much 
democracy exists in the political parties o f th is country 
nor in how much independence they have from “higher 
authorities.”  He is interested in destroying democratic 
rights that permit workers to organize against the capital­
ist class including the right of workers to organize 
political parties and hold conventions without Senatorial 
inquisitions.

Many Communist workers have begun the long, hard 
job o f making a critica l examination o f the policies of 
the bureaucrats in the Soviet Union. This was evident, in 
its  beginning stages, at the Communist Party convention. 
For the fu rth e r development o f th is  internal democracy 
in  the Communist P arty as well as fo r the defense o f 
democratic righ ts  in the country as a whole, advanced 
woi-kers must jo in  in the protest against Eastland’s w itch- 
hunting attack on basic c iv il liberties.

Front-page banner headlines 
supporting the recent March- 
on-Washington proposal o f the 
Southern Negro Leaders Con­
ference appeared in  the FeK 
23 A fro-Am erican and the Feb. 
23 P ittsburgh Courier —  both 
¡leading Negro weeklies.

Senate Probe Shows Policy 
In Mideast Is Drenched in Oil

ILA Strike End Marked 
By Coast-Wide Solidarity

By James O’Hara
NEW  YORK, Feb. 28 —  The independent Interna­

tional Longshoremen’s Association wound up its  battle 
w ith  the New Y ork shippers as strongly as i t  started.

the problems of the dock bosses.
There was quite a scene in one 

o f the bargaining committee ses­
sions when Anastasia pu t up a 
strong show to settle the strike 
on somewhat less favorable 
te i ms. In protest, some of the 
other dock leaders walked out 
amid an exchange o f strong 
words. Eventually, Anastasia’s 
e ffo rts  fe ll f la t  and the Brooklyn 
local had to fa il into line.

On the ir sector o f the harbor 
battle, the tugboat workers of 
New York (members of the Na­
tiona l M aritim e I ’ nion), gave 
the bosses the biggest surprise 
o f a ll. A fte r  a contract had been 
negotiated and recommended by 
th e ir leadership, a mass meeting 
of the men rejected i t  over­
whelm ingly. The principle ob­
jection to the contract is its 
length. I t  is a six-year contract 
w ith  a wage opening alause —  
the longest-term contract on the 
w aterfron t anywhere.

The tug  owners, however, are 
insisting tha t ¿he open vote 
which resulted in rejection of 
the proposed contract did not 
perm it a fa ir  derision. They now 
want the union to hold a secret 
balloting. This rejection of the 
contract by the ranks o f the 
tugboat workers surprised the ir 
leaders as much as i t  did the ir 
bosses.

By Vincent Copeland
The growing Congressional dis­

satisfaction w ith Eisenhower’s 
Middle-East policy has now gone 
so fa r tha t some sensational facts 
are being brought to> ligh t. These 
facts indicate that America’s 
M iddle-East politics, like so many 
o f the present adm inistration ’s 
a ffa irs , are drenched in o il— but 
only the o il o f the biggest com­
panies.

'Senator O’Mahoney (D-W yo.), 
■chairman of the Senate A n ti- 
T rust and Monopolies subcom­
mittee, on Feb. 21 scored “ the 
close alliance between the heads 
o f the oil corporations operat­
ing in the Middle East w ith the 
Department of State in the de­
velopment of American fore ign 
policy in  tha t area.”

The senator revealed, on the 
'basis of documents subpoenaed 
from  the leading o il companies, 
tha t John Foster Dulles had told 
these companies in a closed

•meeting last Aug. 13, tha t any 
nationalization of the ir oil hold­
ings by Middle Eastern countries 
“ should call fo r  international in ­
tervention.”

The reason fo r this secret hud­
dle o f the oil companies w ith  
Dulles was the ir alarm a t the 
precedent set (by Nasser in seiz­
ing the Suez Canal, and the ir 
w o rry  lest nationalizations 'be­
come contagious in tha t pa rt o f 
the world. Dul'les was reassuring 
these im peria lis t tycoons tha t a l­
though American troops would 
not f ig h t fo r B ritish  and French 
capital interests a t Suez, they 
would certa in ly do so fo r U.S. oil 
interests. N a tu ra lly , Dulles pre­
fers to avoid war. L ike any re­
sponsible cap ita lis t statesman, he 
desires to accomplish the aims 
of B ig Business w ithou t war— 
i f  possible.

W ar, however, is a t the fa r 
end o f the tw is ting  diplomatic 
road the adm inistration is fo llow-

O il Trust Fears Them

Arab workers at a Standard O il Co. re finery in  Saudi 
Arabia. Demands that foreign o ii holdings be nationalized have 
been made by Arab workers* throughout the Mideast. Sec’y of 
State Dulles has assured major U.S. oil firm s tha t American 
troops would be used should any Arab government move to 
meet the demands.

ing. iSenator O’Mahoney, a t the 
opening o f the committee hear­
ings earlier th is month, issued 
th is g rim  w arn ing: “ Wherever 
a fam ily  lives in  the United 
States i t  is not fu rth e r away 
from  the Middle-Ea^t cris is 
than . . . the nearest d ra ft board, 
i f  tha t fam ily  has a son o f d ra ft 
age.”

O’Mahoney suspects “ tha t the 
g ian t oil corporations have a 
greater influence in directing our 
fo re ign  policy than do members 
o f Congress.”  This is quite true. 
Congressmen .and senators have 
fo r  the last f i f t y  years (been much 
less in fluentia l in th is fie ld  than 
have the g ian t industria l and 
banking corporations.

E LEV E N  AR E F IV E
An idea o f how exclusive is the 

group o f o il men in Dulles’ con­
fidence may 'be gleaned from  the 
lis t of companies whose repre­
sentatives ’ attended the secret 
meeting o f Aug. 13. They were: 
the Arabian-Am erican O il Co., 
Cal-Tex, Creole Petroleum, Get­
ty , 'Gulf, 'Sinclair, Socony-Vacu- 
um, 'Standard Oil o f Californ ia, 
Standard Oil o f New Jersey, The 
Texas Company and Venezuelan 
Petroleum,

The lis t appears to include elev­
en separate companies. But i t  is 
well known th a t Socony-Vacuum, 
Standard Oil o f C aliforn ia, and 
'Standard O il o f New Jersey are 
a ll p a rt o f the same Rockefeller 
network. Moreover, the Arabian- 
Anierican Oil Co. is only a com­
bination of Standard Oil o f New 
Jersey, Standard Oil o f New 
York, Standard Oil o f C a lifo r­
nia, and Texaco. Furthermore, 
Creole is a Venezuela subsidiary 
o f Standard Oil o f New Jersey. 
And Cal-Tex is the special com­
pany set up by Texaco and Stand*- 
ard Oil o f C aliforn ia to explo it 
A rabian oil. F ina lly, a ll Vene­
zuela oil is owned by Standard 
Oil o f New Jersey, G ulf and 
¡Shell. The eleven companies are 
therefore in  re a lity  only five . O f 
these, Getty and S inclair are rela­
tive ly  small, w ith  proportiona lly 
smaller influence.

Sen. O’Mahoney can hardly be 
(Continued on page 4)

Negro Papers for Mass March 
As Southern Terror Continues

By Henry Gitano
Plans for a nation-wide march on Washington by thousands of Negroes and 

whites, if  Eisenhower continues his refusal to speak out against the Dixie reign of 
terror, are gaining steam. I t  has met with an immediate response from the Negro
press. Meanwhile, Washington is 
m ainta in ing ,its policy o f in d if­
ference, and rac is t mobsters are 
continuing the ir violence against 
the heroic Southern figh te rs  fo r 
equal righ ts.

The Baltim ore A fro-Am erican 
in  a red-banner headline 2 % 
inches high blazoned “  ‘W E ’L L  
M AROH’ ”  across its  e ight col­
umns. The P ittsburgh Courier’s 
fro n t page proclaimed: “ Negro 
Leadters Te ll Ike: ‘COME SOUTH 
OR W E ’L L  M A ilC H  ON W ASH­
IN G TO N !’ ”  The New Y ork A m ­
sterdam News ran as its  m ajor 
story "Speak up Ike—M . L . K ing  
Bus Boycott Leader Ready To 
Lead March On Washington.”

Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, one 
o f the leaders of the successful 
Montgomery bus boycott, told the 
Amsterdam News; “ I f  the Pres­
ident doesn't act favorab ly on. our 
request we are going to get a 
ha lf-m illion  Negroes and a ll the 
whites who w ill jo in  us and 
march on Washington.”

A ttorneys J. M. Augustine of 
New Orleans and Thomas Berry 
of A lexandria, La., w ill be legal 
advisers to the march proposed 
by the Southern Negro Leaders 
Conference. On Feb. 14,.the SNLC 
wired the ,W hite House in  the 
name o f 97 spokesmen from  com­
munities in  ten Southern states 
tha t i f  the president does not 
speak out against racist violence, 
they w ill organize a march on 
Washington. 'The SNLC elected 
Rev. M . L. K ing o f Montgomery 
as its  president, and Rev. C. K. 
Steele o f Tallahassee, Fla., as its 
f i r s t  vice-president.

While Negroes are defending 
the ir r ig h t to a life  of d ign ity 
and self respect, w hite suprem­
acists, desperately try in g  to 
m aintain the rotten pattern of 
segregation, open shop, low 
wages and somi-feudal planta-

Bank Joins Jim-Crow 
Effort Against Wade

FEB. 27 —  Carl and Anne 
Braden o f Louisville, Ky., and 
Andrew Wade IV , are s t i l l  
f ig h tin g  in  the courts fo r  the 
r ig h t o f the Wade fam ily  to 
occupy its  own home. They 
have been ba ttling  fo r  three 
years. This tim e the legal 
battle is over the mortgage 
to  the house held by the 
South End Federal Savings 
and Loan Association. Com­
missioner Jack E. Mudd asked 
the C ircu it Court to  foreclose 
on the mortgage. The Braden- 
Wade reply charges tha t 
South End obstructed “ the 
use o f the insurance money 
fo r  repa ir o f the security’’ 
(i.e.,: the house which was 
bombed by rac is ts); tha t the 
insurance of $5,800 on the 
house was paid by the in ­
surance company but held by 
court, and tha t South End’s 
objective was “ to use the 
courts . . .  to deprive (them ) 
o f the ir equity in  the property 
because they (the Wades) are 
members of the Negro race.”

tered: “ M iam i segregation lead­
ers aren’t  tough enough. They 
don’t  w ant to use violence. We 
won’t  sitop a t nothing.”  Last Sat­
urday, fo u r men were arrested 
fo r  planting: a seven-foot cross 
wrapped in  kerosene-drenched 
burlap on the lawn o f Frank 
Legree, a Negro  who had defied 
M iam i’s J im  Crow housing.

The in te rrac ia l Koinonia fa rm  
community a t Americus, Ga., de­
fied ¡a 75-car motorcade ¡of Klans- 
men who entered the fa rm  and 
demanded th a t Koinonia “ sell 
ou t”  and disband. Norman Long, 
the colony’s w ork coordinator 
said tha t they were no t shaken 
by the threat. Long recounted 
the incident: The Klansmen “ said 
there would probably ¡be more 
violence, more trouble fo r  us and 
tha t someone m igh t be hu rt. I t  
was ra ther obviously an e ffo rt to 
in tim iuate us. B ut i t  is very un­
like ly  tha t we would ever sell 
out, regardless of w hat they do.”  
F o r the past six months racists 
have tr ied  to smash Koinonia 
w ith  shootings, I bombings and 
economic te rro rrism .

In  A tlan ta , th ir ty  Negro stu ­
dents occupied "white-scction”  
seats in  the ga llery of the Geor­
g ia legislature. Speaker M arvin 
Moate ordered the she riff, mes­
senger, doorkeeper and- aides to 
enforce segregation. In  Rich­
mond, Va., the NAjACP rejected 
a demand by a legislative com­
m ittee fo r  its  membership rolls, 
in  Montgomery, A la., Time mag­
azine was barred from  white 
newsstands because i t  had Rev. 
K in g ’s p icture  on the cover. The 
Alabama Court of Appeals up­
held the conviction oi Mrs. Rosa 
Parks fo r  v io la ting  bus segrega­
tion. I t  was the arrest of Mrs. 
Parks tha t sparked the historic 
381-day Montgomery bus (boycott.

Kutcher Gets VA Medal 
— Still Waiting For Pay

A fte r  the new contract had' 
been accepted by the member­
ship, there was, w ith  one excep­
tion, no rush back to work. For 
the f ir s t  time in current IL A  
history, the union followed the 
elementary principle o f coast- 
wide solidarity. Despite the e f­
fo rts  of mediators and the fake 
indignation of the New York 
shippers, the New York dockcrs 
made i t  clear th a t u n til the ir 
sister locals in Baltim ore and 
N orfo lk  were assured o f a 
satisfactory contract there would 
be no work in  New York.

This demonstration Rave a 
powerful push to the shippers of 
those two ports. They both fe ll 
in to  line w ith in  the week. The 
principle o f coast-wide settle­
ment which seemed to have been 
lost at the bargaining table in 
New York was retrieved in  ac­
tion away from the table.

The one exception to this 
so lidarity  was the action of the 
Brooklyn local of the IL A  led by 
“ Tough Tony”  Anastasia. In his 
d is tr ic t men were told to go 
back to work —  in an apparent 
e ffo r t to stampede the port. 
This is quite in keeping w ith  the 
easily predictable behavior of 
Anastasia. Short of anything 
th a t w ill weaken his hold 011 the 
Brooklyn dockers he w ill take 
any <?oui'se tha t w ill pubicly 
demonstrate his concern w ith

Living Costs Jump Again -  Gov’t Sees Continued Rise
Price increases from  mid- 

December to m id -January  
brought Jiving costs to a new 
record high w ith  continuation 
o f the trend o ffic ia lly  predict­
ed. According to the always 
conservative estimates o f the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
the increase of 0.2% was the 
f i f th  monthly jump in a row. 
Such price hikes have occured 
fo r eleven o f the past 12 
months, to ta ling  3% fo r the 
year. L iv ing  costs are now 
computed by the government 
as 18% higher than the 1917- 
49 average.

The present increase was 
accompanied by a drop in

average earnings of §1.50 a 
week. About 1,400.000 w ork­
ers, mainly in auto and allied 
industries, w ill receive a one 
cent an hour increase as the 
result o f the latest price 
jump.

Food and clothing took a 
seasonal drop of 0.1 and 0.6% 
respectively. A ll  other major 
items went lip. Medical care, 
including both hospital and 
doctors fees, increased. Such 
household items as dry clean­
ing  and telephone b ills  took a 
new bite from  workers’ in ­
come. Transportation fares 
also continued the ir steady 
climb. The cost o f household

fuel jumped by 2.1%.
According to BLS figures, 

a worker w ith  three depen­
dents is now getting an 
average o f $74.99 a week 
a fte r taxes, a figure  sub­
stan tia lly  below its  o w n  
estimate o f what is required 
fo r an adequate minimum 
standard o f liv ing.

Two months ago the United 
Press estimated on the basis 
o f government figures tha t 
the purchasing power o f the 
dollar had shrunk in  ha lf 
since 1939. The last two 
monthly price increases now 
brings the 1939 dollar down 
to about 47 cents.

FEB. 26 — The Veterans Ad­
m in is tra tion  has awarded James 
Kutcher, the legless veteran, a 
bronze medal fo r “ ten years of 
fa ith fu l and meritorious service.”  
The irony  o f i t  is tha t Kutcher is 
engaged in a f ig h t to force the 
V A  to pay him his back wages 
fo r  almost eight o f those ten 
years.

Kutcher, who lost both legs in 
combat in  Ita ly , began to w ork 
fo r  the V A  in  1946. One of the 
f i r s t  v ic tim s of the “ lo ya lty ”  
purge, he was fire d  in  1948 fo r 
open membership in  the Socialist 
W orkers P arty . Then followed 
proceedings to evict him and his 
aged parents from  a federal hous­
ing pro ject and the stopping of 
hia d isab ility  pension.

Kuteh-er’s tireless and p rinc i­
pled f ig h t not only fo r  his own 
righ ts , bu t against the very 
premise of the witch hunt, won 
widespread labor and liberal sup­
port. A fte r  almost e ight years of 
struggle he won a ll along the 
line— pension, home, and job. 
Last June, on court order, he 
was given back his job in  the 
Newark office of the VA, but so 
fa i‘ he has Ibeen refused his back 
wages which amount to about 
$20,000. Interviewed by the New 
York Post (Feb. 26), Kutcher 
said:

“ I  was happy to get the award 
because i t  recognizes w hat the 
court ruled in my ea.se— th a t fo r 
almost e ight years I was illegally- 
deprived of my job and th a t kv  
ga lly  I  have Ibeen an employe of 
the V A  siince 1946. I  hope the gov­
ernment fo llow s the logic of g iv­
ing  me the award and gives me 
the back wages coming to me. I f  
i t  can decorate me fo r  ten years’ 
service, i t  -isn’t  too much to ask 
tha t i t  pay me fo r  the same ten 
years.

“ D uring the presentation cere­
mony I  was tempted to  say.

‘Thanks fo r  the ten-year medal—  
but how about the ten years’ 
pay?’ B u t tha t would have m ar­
red the occasion fo r  the others. 
Also I  know that the question is 
out o f the hands o f the regional 
VA  o ffic ia ls  here. I t  is in the 
hands o f three or fou r d iffe ren t 
government agencies down in 
Washington and they are tossing 
i t  from  one to the other like  a

hot potato, even though the 
court’s words are perfectly 
clear.”

K utcher’s application fo r  -back 
pay was (buck-passed from  the 
VIA to the Departm ent of Justice 
fo r  a ru ling . None was ever an­
nounced. I t  is now understood to 
have been gent by the V A  to the 
Comptroller General’s office fo r 
a ru ling .

S till Getting a Runaround

James Kutcher (r ig h t) , the legless veteran who was 
illega lly  fired from his VA job fo r membership in  the So­
cia list Workers Party is pictured w ith  George L. Weissman, 
Treasurer of the non-partisan c iv il liberties group tha t helped 
w in his job back. The government is now sta lling  on g iv ing 
Kutcher his back pay.

| tions, are continuing the ir cross- 
' 'burning and bomb-throwing ac- 
| tiv itie s .

■In K noxville , Term., a dynamite 
blast, heard fo r  tw o miles, took 
place on Feb. 19 outside a hall 
where Louis (Satchmo) A rm ­
strong and his jazz band were 
p laying.

The M iam i Herald reported 
th a t racists have stockpiled 100 
boxes o f dynamite outside M iam i 
and tha t out-of-state speakers a t 
a W hite Citizens Council blus-
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The Utah State 
Prison Strike

By Della Rossa

The prisoners’ rebellion at Utah State Prison on 
Feb. 6 and 7 was conducted like the new kind of prison 
outbreaks that began around 1951. The prisoners
seized hostages, took control of* 
p art o f the prison, and then—  
like a  trade union delegation—  
they met with Gov. George B.
Clyde, in person, to present their 
grievances and dertiands. Point 
No. 19 in the demands, presented 
by two white men, was ‘‘elimina­
tion of racial discrimination and 
segregation.”

Other demands included an in- 
m'ate council, repeal of the in ­
determ inate -sentence law, more 
outsi'de camps, (better food prepa­
ration, an inmate newspaper and 
radio program, and elim ination 
of. “ the error o f secrecy about 
the operation about the /prison.”

W O RKING  CLASS PROBLEM
O ur iprisons, like 'o u r crim inals, 

aré ato inseparable p a rt o f the 
society we live. in . Trade unions 
and organizations o f m ino rity  
groups, should include the Ques­
tio n  of. prisons and conditions 
there, in the ir programs, ju s t as 
•they dio the problem of unean^ 
ployment and other social aibuses.

F o r certa in ly  prisons are a 
typrkjng-class problem. .Wilson, 
fo rm erly  4  Leavenworth psychia­
tr is t ,  writ.es in  “ M y . Six Con­
v ic ts”  th a t three persons out of 
fiv e  (57% ) In. prisons and1 ja ils  
are. serving sentences, because, of 
debit— they can’t  pay a fine. S ix ­
ty  percent, are serving, out .fines 
less, than $20, .and W ilson 
ments: "T h is  is certa in ly punish­
ment fo r  poverty.”

The Jackson Prison (M ichigan) 
rebellion in. the spring o f 1952 
ifras the climax o f a series o f tha t 
period. There were a t least 25 
prison uprisings during th a t year, 
and. they occurred no t only in  th is 
country but in  other parts o f 
the world, including in  the pris- 
oner-of-war camps in Korea,

Las t month’s U tah Prison out­
break had much, the same char­
acter as th a t a t Jackson Prison, 
where, grievances and demands 
were presented to the authorities, 
and there is a qua lita tive  d if fe r ­
ence in  these demonstrations w ith 
those o f the past, which were 
usually connected w ith  an. a t­
tem pt to esccipe and were organ­
ized fo r  tha t purpose.

NO REFO RM ATIO N
The rebellions of the recent pe­

riod  are protests against in to l­
erable prison conditions, condi­
tions so (brutalizing tha t they 
.drove t)lie men to fu ry  wreaking 
véñgeánee by burning and de­
struction in  th e ir prison.

John Bartlow  M artin , who has 
given some serious study to  the 
question o f crime and punish-

O f special note in  th is  week’s 
m ail has been an increase in the 
number o f subscriptions and

requests fo r  sample 
copies of the paper 
th a t we have re­
ceived from  leaders 
and rank - and - file  
members o f other 
socialist g r o u p ;s .  
The discussion on 
regroupment o f so­
c ia lis t fortfes in  
A m e r i c a  has 
awakened the desire 
in  the ranks o f a ll 

po litica l tendencies to fam ilia rize  
themselves w ith  the viewpoint 
o f radical groups and parties 
other than the one they them­
selves happen to be associated
w ith . We would be happy to send 
sample copies, or our introduc­
to ry  subscription a t the special 
ra te  o f $1.00 fo r  six months, to 
anyone w ishing to become more 
fa m ilia r  w ith  the viewpoint of 
the Socialist W orkers Party.

A  reader in  Erie, Pa. writes, 
"P u t mie on your bundle m ailing 
l is t  fo r  e ight copies a week. You 
m igh t also note th a t I  am send­
ing  our paper to a few  people 
who are not on m y regular m ail­
in g  l is t  and have the M ilita n t 
on sale downtown and a t our 
Public L ib ra ry ."

Helen Baker, Seattle lite ra tu re  
agent sent in  fo u r in troductory 
subs obtained a t a forum  on Ne­
gro H istory. 'She adds, “ I  th ink  
a do llar sub is a more practical 
sample sub, fo r  i t  is  much easier 
to  pu t a do lla r in  an envelope 
and m ail i t  in  than to  struggle 
w ith  a 50c. piece.”

From  St. Louis, agent Richard 
Clausen w rites, “ I  have been 
pleasantly surprised a t the num­
ber o f people who have sent 
in  th e ir own renewals from  St. 
Louis.”

Renewal w ork is rea lly  handled 
in  top ra te  fashion in M in­
neapolis. The branch obtained 
100 subs during the election cam­
paign and have now set ou t to 
v is it every one o f these fo r  
renewals. The score thus fa r  is 
26 renewals. T h ir ty -fo u r either 
declined or had moved. F o rty  
rem ain to  be v isited —  which, at

the ra te  the branch is going, w ill 
be done w ith in  a few  weeks time. 
Agent W in ifred  Nelson writes, 
“ Enclosed are two renewals fo r  
the M ilita n t —  w ith  Check fo r  
$3.00 to cover. We’l l  have more 
fo r  you next week. D uring  the 
past week, our sales have upped 
again w ith  the m ilder weather: 
Jim  Boulds sold ten on the 
U n ivers ity  Campus F riday in 
ju s t a few  minutes and said he 
could have sold more easily i f  
he had had them available; 
L a rry  Andrews sold his usual 
amount a t the Labor Temple in 
Minneapolis Thursday (he does 
th is every week); and I  sold 
three at the Ford Local meeting 
th a t n ig h t and three a t the 
Seegaer R efrigera tor W orkers 
meeting Tuesday, m aking a to ta l 
of 18 sales fo r  the week at 
meetings. One o f our comrades 
reports the sale o f a new 6-month 
sub to a ra ilroad fr iend  o f his.”

Edith Gale, D e tro it agent 
w rites, “ Last week we covered 
two meetings held in  celebration 
o f Negro H is to ry  Week. A llan 
W inters and I  sold e ight papers 
and distributed our Open Forum 
leaflets.-Tw o M ilitan ts  were sold 
and leaflets d istributed by 
Dorothy L. and Patric ia  S. a t a 
public lib ra ry . Despite the 
re la tive ly  small attendance a t 
the Negro H is to ry  meetings, we 
got an immediate response o f in ­
te rest in  our lite ra ture , and 
several people came to our Open 
Forum”

Chicago readers are organiz­
in g  a campaign fo r  M ilita n t sub­
scriptions and Carol Wayne, Sub 
D irector w rites, “ Enclosed please 
find  $7.50 fo r  5 subs to  the 
paper. We have set up fo u r 
teams, and the race is on. Team 
one has challenged the branch! 
Prospects look good, and we 
intend to fo llow  through the rich  
l is t  o f friends th a t the election 
campaign las t fa ll' b rought to us. 
'M)o re special in troductory sub 
blanks would be appreciated;”

Political Independence and the CP
By H a rry  Ring

W hat next fo r  the Communist 
P a r t y ?  This question was
brought sharply to the fo re  when 
the pa rty ’s convention voted in  
favo r o f the organization 
elaborating .its own politica l
views instead Of applying by 
rote the views o f the leadership 
of the Soviet Communist Party.

A rgu ing  in  favor o f ending 
politica l subservience bo the 
Krem lin, the Gates w ing  6 t the 
CP leadership pointed out tha t 
the p a rty ’s long record o f such 
subservience had served to help 
discredit and isolate i t  before 
the American people. I t  was 
fu r th e r argued tha t such a
declaration o f independence would 
e ffective ly  counter the damaging 
charge th a t the CP is an agency 
o f a fo re ign  government.

PAR TY A N D  CLASS
W hile these arguments are not 

devoid o f m e rit they duck the 
basic issue involved. I f  the Com­
munist: P a rty  is to  end its 
allegiance to the K rem lin  bureau­
cracy wherè w ill i t  transfe r th a t 
allegiance? Social classes —  the 
workers, the capita lists —  have 
independent and conflic ting  in ­
terests. B u t po litica l parties 
cannot and do not exist in a state 
o f pure “ independence.”  They 
necessarily represent toy the ir 
program and a c tiv ity  the in ­
terests o f some social force..

Fo r example, the campaign 
against the Communist P a rty  as 
an “ agency o f a fo re ign  govern­
ment”  has been a m ajor cold- 
w ar weapon o f the American 
labor bureaucracy. B u t the fac t 
is that, th is bureaucracy is g u ilty  
o f a like  crime. W ith in  the ra n i»  
o f labor i t  defends and représente 
the in terest o f a government,

which from  the viewpoint o f the 
olass interests o f the workers is 
a foreign government —  th a t is 
the government in  Washington 
which is controlled by and acts 
fo r the .tiny clique o f industria l­
ists and financiers which rule 
over the workers and whose in ­
terests are d iam etrica lly opposed 
to those o f the workers.

C A P IT A L ’S L IE U TE N A N TS
To preserve its  vast m aterial 

privileges, the American labor 
bureaucracy defends the capita l­
is t status quo. I t  supports the 
reactionary fo re ign policy o f the 
W all S t r e e t  government, 
preaches the need fo r  class peace 
and support o f the existing 
“ democratic ins titu tions”  o f a 
Big-Business dominated govern­
ment. W ith  th e ir program of 
class collaboration, the labor 
fakers da ily  v e rify  the correct­
ness of the classic M arx is t char­
acterization o f them as “ labor 
lieutenants' o f capita l.”  ( In  the 
las t analysis, the K rem lin  
bureaucrats also operate as 
agencies o f imperialism  in the 
working-class movement.)

While these observations on 
the role o f the American labor 
officia ldom  as an “ agency o f a 
fore ign power”  may appear as a 
digression from  the question a t 
hand, the fa c t is th a t i t  is 
d irec tly  relevant. I f  the Com­
munist P arty  is to  end its  
allegiance to  the Moscow bureau­
crats only to  become an ap­
pendage o f the American labor 
bureaucracy then noth ing has 
been. gained from  the viewpoint 
6f  the interests o f the American 
and in te rnational w orking class.

The danger of. such a transfer 
o f aïîêgiance frcim one labor 
bureaucracy to another is not 
merely theoretical. I t  is im p lic it

in  the po litica l perspective o f the 
top leadership o f the CP as ex­
pressed in its  d ra ft resolution, 
its  resolutions on social demo­
cracy and on the Negro strug­
gle.

Le t’s take a look a t a current 
expression o f evolution in th is 
direction as contained in George 
M orris ’ column in the Feb. 25 
D aily W orker which t a k e s  
ILG W U  President David Dubin­
sky to task fo r  his declaration 
th a t “ we have never cooperated 
w ith  them [the CP], and we 
never shall.”

M orris w ith  quiet pride, re ­
minds Dubinsky th a t “ there was 
a period when he and his asso­
ciates in  the ILG W U  leadership 
accepted and even welcomed 
Communist P arty  cooperation. In 
some o f the key locals there 
was even jo in t leadership (united 
tickets) fo r  a number o f years.”

“ I f  i t  happened before,”  
M orris declares, “ i t  can happen 
again.”

W hile one can agree th a t the 
possibility is no t excluded tha t 
“ i t  can happen again,”  the ques­
tion tha t confronts the CP mem­
bership is whether i t  should 
happen again. I f  one were to 
select a specific o ff ic ia l union 
leader to demonstrate the thesis 
o f the union bureaucrat as a 
lieutenant o f capita l i t  would be 
d if f ic u lt  to  fin d  one more 
suitable than David Dubinsky.

M orris points out th a t Dubin­
sky uses the L iberal pa rty  “ as a 
ta il to  old party  politic ians and 
support fo r  reactionary policies.”  
This statement could be ex­
panded in to  a good sized book. 
Since the beginning o f the cold 
w ar Dubinsky has led the pack 
in jingoism  and red-baiting. 
W aging the cold w ar has le ft  
him. w ith  lit t le  tim e or inclina­

tion  fo r  fig h tin g  the bosses.® 
M orris reports th a t the last 
ILG W U  convention revealed that 
“ wages in  the cloak and dress 
fie ld  have hard ly moved up since 
1946 although the cost o f liv ing  
jumped nearly 50% since then.”

The rank and file  o f the 
ILG W U, pa rticu la rly  its  most 
oppressed section, the Puerto 
Rican workers who now com­
prise a large section o f the mem­
bership in  New Y ork and else­
where, could f i l l  out tha t picture 
w ith  graphic details i f  they 
could break through Dubinsky’s 
bureaucratic machine loftg enough 
to be heard.

How then can M orris  ju s tify  
th is perspective of “ cooperation”  
w ith  Dubinsky and the social- 
democratic w ing  o f the union 
leadership he represents? He ex­
plains th a t the CP resolution on 
Social Democracy has “ fa r  more 
in  view than M r. Dubinsky.”  
(A lthough M r. Dubinsky is 
de fin ite ly  no t excluded.) Ac­
cording to  the resolution, as 
log ica lly  interpreted by M orris, 
the approach is determined by 
the fa c t th a t “ a possibility 
[ex is ts ] o f a common struggle 
fo r  objectives w ith  followers of 
the social democratic group th a t 
may not exist in  other sectors”  
o f the union movement.

Leaving aside conjecture as to 
the greater possibility fo r a com­
mon struggle w ith  the ranks o f 
the  garment workers than say 
the  steel workers the question 
remains: Can these objectives, 
“ independent po litica l action,”  
etc., be achieved by cooperation 
w ith  the Dubinskys or in  struggle 
against them?

When M orris speaks o f Dubin­
sky’s “ fo llowers”  who does he 
mean —  the rank and f ile  o f the 
garm ent union or the select

Large Opposition Vote in Steel Union 
Lays Basis for Fight on Bureaucracy

By Jack Wilson
YOUNGSTOWN, Feb. 26—The 

f ir s t  contested election fo r In te r­
national President in  the h istory 
o f the United Steel W orkers of 
America has le ft  the ru ling  ma­
chine o f “ labor statesmen”  David 
J. McDonald badly shaken. Latest 
re turns indicate th a t Donald C. 
Rarick, candidate o f the, Dues 
Protest Committee w ill be cred­
ited w ith  about one th ird  o f the 
votes cast, in  spite o f the fac t 
th a t he was unknown outside of 
his own local only s ix months 
ago, and th a t the top officialdom 
of the USW  predicted that, he 
wouldn’t  get more than 10 to 15% 
of the vote. Who supported Mc­
Donald in  the election, Feb. 12, 
who opposed MtcDonald, and 
where w ill the opposition move­
ment go fro m  here?

WHO BACKED M ’DONALD?
The McDonald machine re ­

ceived the support o f practica lly

strike  and the contract open fo r  
negotiation, bu t waited un til the 
Rarick campaign Ibegan to ta lk  
about them. The steel workers 
understood and resented the at­
tem pt o f the union o ffic ia ls  to 
pu ll the wool over the ir eyes.

A  MOVE FROM BELOW

The opposition to the McDonald 
machine was purely rank-and- 
file . I t  attempted to get support 
from  some o f the form er rebel 
d is tric t directors, tout they re­
fused, fearing  the ranks and the 
possible loss of comfortable sal­
aries and other privileges more 
than they disliked McDonald.

Rarick’s support was loosely 
organized, lacking the resources 
and connections to  build an o r­
ganization in a couple o f months. 
But response to  the call fo r  op­
position grew in the ranks. Even 
though Rarick did no t'b ring  fo rth  
a fig h tin g  program, the steel 
workers nevertheless fe lt  tha t

a ll the local union leaderships ¡ th is  protest was a necessary one. 
and a ll the d is tr ic t directors, j Conservative as well as m ilita n t 
These (bureaucrats, toig and lit t le , | workers were opposed to the Me 
closed ranfcs in face o f the oppo­
s ition from  the im^ss of the w ork­
ers. The in ternational office and i 
the local' unions spent money run­
n ing  in to  the m illions to elect the 
incumbents.

The international office organ­
ized regional conferences which 
were reported to have cost about 
a m illion  dollars alone, out o f 
the uniota treasury. These confer­
ences, which were supposedly 
called to discuss contract and fu ­
tu re  problems (30 months be­
fore  the contract was due fó  éx-' 
p ire ), were nothing but dema­
gogic appeals fo r  support to  Mc­
Donald.

The workers were to ld tha t 
tihey never had i t  eo good, th a t in 
the fu tu re  they could expect the 
30 or msaytoe 32-hour week a t 40 
hours pay, tha t maybe they could 
get three months vacation every 
five  years to  solve the automa­
tion problem, 'and! so on. These, 
o f course, are all- desired by the 
membership. B u t i t  struck many 
steel workers as strange th a t Mc­
Donald and Co. did no t th ink  of 
the demands seven m onths ago 
when the steel workers were on

Donald machine, and formed a 
lofcsely k n it grouping, inexperi­
enced and untrained, but sensing 
the general mood o f the mass o f 
the steelworkers.

There is ta lk  .already tha t the 
protest .movement w i l l  continue 
to grow even though the election 
is over. The favorable showing 
o f the opposition w ill' give en­
couragement to opponents o f the 
McDonald ¡bureaucracy, ¡but the 
machine w ill not ju s t lie  down. 
I t  w ill f ig h t tooth and nail to p re ­
serve its d ictatoria l control o f the 
union, which has been the source 
of high salaries and lavish ex­
pense accounts. The machine may 
try  to  lu ll the members into pas­
s iv ity  w ith  'a few  concessions and 
then t r y  to elim inate all opposi­
tion.

PROGRAM NEEDED

One th ing  is sure: any opposi­
tion. movement to McDonald, to 
w in  has to have a program that 
w ill a ttrac t the workers— a pro­
gram tha t w ill junk the “ coopera- 
tion-w ith-the-employers”  policies

Help Meet New Demand 
For Marxist Literature

By C. F a rr 
P arty-Bu ild ing  Fund D irector

Socialist Workers P arty  branches report th a t the 
“ regroupment”  discussion sparked by the Khrushchev 
revelations and the subsequent revolutionary developments
in  Eastern Europe, has s tim u la t- ji1 
ed ever-growing- in terest in  the 
views o f Leon T ro tsky and his 
disciples. This is true no t only 
in  the United States but 
throughout the world.

From fa r -o ff Japan we received 
th is week’ copies o f “ Hangya- 
kusha,”  ’ a weekly T ro tsky is t 
paper which carries translations 
o f many articles on the S ta lin ist 
cris is reprinted from  the M ili­
tan t.

A lso from  Japan, three copies 
o f a beau tifu lly  bound Japanese

W. Indian Negro Leader Quits CP
An event having repercussrorts in  the French Communist 

Party and particu la rly  in the Communist Parties of the French 
colonies is the resignation o f A im e Cesaire, CP leader o f the 
French West Indian colony o f M artinique. A famous poet, 
Cesaire is also the representative o f M artin ique in the F/ench 
parliament.

He made his resignation public last October in an open 
le tte r in which he gives two sets of reasons fo r  q u ittin g  the 
CP. F irs t, the fa ilu re  o f the French CP to abandon its  StalUfist 
methods. Second, the fact tha t i t  has blown hot and cold on 
the issue o f colonial freedom and the righ ts  o f colored peoples 
depending on French politics. The fo llow ing aTe excerpts from  
Cesaire’s le tte r o f resignation.

“ Neither posthumous rehabilitations, state funerals* nor 
o ffic ia l speeches wiH cancel out the deaths, the tortures, the 
executed victim s [revealed by Khrushchev in  his speech to' the 
20th Congress], . . One had expected o f the French Communist 
Party an honest se lf-c ritic ism ; a disassociation w ith  crime 
tha t would exonerate i t ;  not a deniail but a new and solemn 
departure; something like  the Communist Party  founded a 
second time. . . Instead we have seen stubboraess in error, 
persistence in ly ing, the absurd pretension o f never having been 
wrong. . .

“ . . . I  make allusion to  the vote o f the French CP on 
A lgeria, the vote by which thé party 'gave to the Moillet-Lacoste 
government fu l l  powers fo r its  policy in N orth  A frica  and we 
have no guarantee against a repetition o f th a t vote.

“ I  believe I  have said enough to  make i t  apparent tha t i t  
is neither Marxism o r communism tha t I  am renouncing, i t  is 
the misuse tha t certain people have made o f Marxism and 
communism tha t I  reject.”

members of Dubinsky’s job tru s t 
and his union pie-cards? There 
is ample common ground fo r  
struggle w ith  the long-oppressed 
members of the ILG W U . But 
such a struggle fo r  social and 
po litica l progress cannot w in 
unless i t  is based on the per­
spective o f replacing Dubinsky 
and his “ fo llowers”  w ith  a 
leadership Ibased on a class- 
struggle program which alone 
Can fu r th e r the interests o f the 
iariks.

This clearly is no t the per-

spetftive of M orris  or o f • the 
Gates or Foster faction leaders> 
who jo in tly  support the conven­
tion documents which ju s t ify  the 
proposed cooperation w i t h  
Ddbinsky and his “ followers.”  
Such cooperation, we repeat> 
does not .mean independence fo r  
the Communist Party, b u t only 
a transfe r o f allegiance from  one 
corrupt labor bureaucracy to  in»  
other. Such a course can neithet 
advance the interests o f the 
workers o r resolve the ideological 
crisis which s t i l l  grip«' thé 
piarty.

Kremlin Opens Economic 
Drive Against Yugoslavia

By George Lavan
In its  attem pt to reimpose iron control over Eastern 

Europe, the K rem lin has embarked on a campaign to  
isolate Yugoslavia economically and politically.

On Feib. 19, Khrushchev m ade® --------------------------------------------------
remarks a t a reception in Mos­
cow tha t were obviously aimed 
a t Yugoslavia. He decried na­
tions who w ant advantageous 
economic reflations; and1 who yell 
“ blockade”  when these are re­
fused them.

The background fo r  Khrush­
chev’s pointed remarks was 
Bhe YugosIav-<Soviet negotiations 
then, goinsr on in Moscow. These 
were based on the agreements 
and< .promises mad^ a year ago 
when the K rem lin was try in g  to 
undo the damage done by Sta­
l in ’s b itte r campaign asainst 
Yugoslavia. However, the Polish 
and Hungarian revolutions have 
caused tihe K rem lin again sharp­
ly  to reverse its  a ttitude toward 
Yugoslavia.

I t  is not tha t the Tito, regime 
gave whole-hearted support to 
the Hungarians—i t  did not. I t  
gave on ly  p a rtia l support and. in 
fac t, attempted to  ju s tify  the 
second and fin a l intervention of 
the Soviet A rm y ini Hungary.

BROOKS NO CRITICISM
Nonetheless the K rem lin finds 

intolerable even tihe lim ited c r it­
icisms of the Yugoslavs against 
its  d icta toria l rule over the other 
E ast European countries. Yet 
more dangerous is the constant 
incitement to independence tha t 
the verv existence o f Yugoslavia 
personifies fo r  the puppet-ruled 
sate llite  countries. Therefore, tihe 
K rem lin  is out to quarantine the 
the East European countries 
from  contact w ith  Yugoslavia. 
One. means to th is end is the re­
establishment o f the Cominform, 
S ta lin ’s old weapon against T ito , 
or some facsim ile of it. Yugo­
slavia, o f course, is to be ex­
cluded from  the new organiza­
tion. According to a New York 
Times dispatch from  Warsaw 
(Feib. 24), Poland is the principal 
reca lc itrant to the new organiza­
tion  fo r  East Europe projected by

thé Krem lin.
The economic campaign against 

Yugoslavia is intended to b ring  
about its  capitu lation or to drive 
i t  in to  the arms o f Western cap­
ita lism  thus discrediting i t  w ith  
tihe peoples o f the East Euro­
pean countries who w ont inde* 
pendence and workers’ democracy 
bu t not the exchange of the ir 
K rem lin  masters fo r  economic 
and po litica l domination by W all 
Street. Fa iling  either o f these 
two de fin itive  ,resu lts  the ex­
pectation is th a t the economic 
hardships resu lting w ill a t least 
make Yugoslavia ia “ horrib le  ex­
ample”  o f what happens go to a 
country tha t breaks w ith  the  
Krem lin.

Fu ll details of Soviet renewing 
on> its  economic commitments to 
Yugoslavia oré not ye t known. 
However, Foreign Secretary 
Koca Popovic’s .speech to thé 
Yugoslav parliam ent indicates 
th a t the promised $250 m illion  
trade credit has been reduced to 
a trick le  (the figu re  $18 m illion  
has been mentioned), and thé 
$175 m illion  promised1 fo r  the 
construction o f a hydro-efleetric 
and aluminum p la n t in Monte1- 
negro has been cancelled and1 in  
replacement a mathirrery pu r­
chase credit o f only $7 m illion 
offered.

The ra p id ity  and severity w ith  
which the KremMn oligarchy has 
reverted to S ta lin ’s punitive 
methods against Yugoslavia 
throw  considerable lig h t on the 
K rem lin ’s evaluation of the Po­
lish and Hungarian revolutions. 
Despite the o ffic ia l propaganda 
abolit “ im peria lis t and fascist 
ag’ents”  engineering the upris­
ings, i t  sees tihe source of the 
infection in  Yugoslavia’s orig ina l 
declaration of independence from  
K rem lin  rule. The sarte “ disease”  
struck in  Poland and Hungary1 
last October but, o f  course, in' 
much more advanced stages.

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Pércent
Cleveland $ 420.00 $ 300.00 71
A llentown 102.00 63.00 62
D e tro it 1,000.00 605.00 61
Youngstown 300.00 175.00 58
Boston 600.00 275.00 46
Tw in  Cities 1,584.00 729.00 46
B uffa lo 2,100.00 950.00 45
Newark 240.00 100.00 42
Chicago 1,560.00 650.00 42
New Y ork 5,000.00 1,914.10 38
Milwaukee 250.00 91.00 36
Los Angeles 4,000.00 1,118.50 28
Philadelphia 480.00 125.50 26
Seattle 360.00 72.00 20
St. Louis 80.00 10.00 13
A kron 140.00 _ _
Oakland 240.00 _ _
San Francisco 800.00 _ . .
General — 75.00 —

Totals through Feb. 13 $19,256.00 $7,253.10 38

C rim inals are produced by the 
very doff-eat-dog nature of cap­
ita lism  itse lf. But the conditions 
in prisons and the results should 
make society recognize, in its  own 
self-interest, tfbat prisons are fac­
tories fo r the production of c rim ­
inals «nid are, in  fact, the enemy 
o f society.

The answer is  th a t prisons 
should be aJbolished-and replaced 
by hospitals ain-d other in s titu ­
tions fo r  the care and cure o f the 
unbalanced and the anti-social. A  
socialist society could not only 
achieve th is ibut i t  would e lim i­
nate the very causes o f c rim ina l­
ity . As A. Lacassagne of France 
said in  the 1880’s, “ Every society 
has the crim inals i t  deserves.”

ment, calls the whole question of 
“ reform ation”  o f crim inals in 
prisctns “ a dangerous m yth.”

American prisons today, he 
sa'ys, are a blend o f several 
earlie r systems, a ll o f which were 
acknowledged failures. In  a study 
called “ Break Down the W alls !,”  
lie opposes the very concept of 
prisons, which 'he calls “ the en­
emy o f society.”

Eugene V . t)ebs, the American 
socialist pioneer, who spent sev­
eral years in  ¡prisons, w rote  his 
only book, “ W alls and Bars,”  on 
the subject o f iprisons and crim ­
inals and th e ir relationship to 
poverty and Capitalism.

He pointed out tha t any one of 
us .m ight go to prison a t any 
tiiVie, some 6f  us f 6r  bfealcing the 
law  and some fo r  upholding the 
Constitution, which the law is 
supposed' to  support. (Here his 
words seem to 'apply, d irectly  to 
our own period and the ja il sen-, 
tences imposed for, invoking the 
F irs t and F if th  Amendments.) 
Some go to  prison, fo r  stealing 
and others fo r  advocating a sys­
tem which' would make i t  unnec­
essary fo r  a man to steal.

LOW - GRADE 6 UARDS
Conditi’ons isuch as bad food, 

b ru ta l treatment, and overcrowd­
ing  build  lip  such unbonrable 
pressures th a t the prisoner 
reaches the po in t where he is 
ready to r isk  his life  in a prison 
relbfellion.-

The prison represents society 
to  the prisoner and the* prison i t ­
self is represented by the guard. 
Because o f the repugnance o f the 
work and the poor pay, mostly 
low-grade psychological types are 
attracted to  the, job. of. prison 
guard. They are fp rth p r b ru ta l­
ized by the prison itse lf. A t Utah 
State Prison a fig h t w ith a guard 
started the demonstration.

transla tion o f “ S ta lin ’s Frame- 
Up System and the Moscow 
T ria ls ,”  by Leon T rotsky. “ Send 
us everything available w ritten  
by T rotsky,”  they plead. “ There 
is a great hunger among the 
Japanese workers and students 
fo r  the works of T ro tsky and the 
other great M arxists. M arx is t 
book here are displayed and 
sold in  tobacco shops, stationery 
stores, etc.”  The tremendous job 
o f transla ting  and publishing is 
going forw ard a t a great pace.

We are informed by Pioneer 
Publishers, United States pub­
lishing’ house which specializes 
in the publication o f M arx is t 
works, th a t s im ila r requests 
have been coming in  from  coun­
tries  d istributed over a ll the 
five  continents. A  world-wide 
ideological ferm ent is engender­
ing  an insatiable appetite fo r 
orthodox M arx is t lite ra ture . 
This is the undeniable symptom 
o f a period o f g rea t historical 
transition. I t  has its  reflection in 
th is country in the extensive 
and intensive discussion o f revo­
lu tionary  socialist regroupment 
now la rge ly  confined to radical 
circles, a lbeit an unmistakable 
harbinger o f the ideological fe r ­
ment which precedes the mass 
radica'lization o f the American 
w orking «lass.

I t  is  undeniable th a t the re­
groupment discussion has stim u­
lated a grow ing demand fo r

Cleveland is s ti l l  leading the 
fie ld, w ith  71% o f its  quota a l­
ready paid in. A llentown made 
the greatest leap forw ard since 
the las t scoreboard, w ith  an in ­
crease o f 52%. B u ffa lo  has also 
moved up on the scoreboard. A ll 
o f the branches in  bold-face 
type on the Fund Scoreboard, 
th is  page, are paid up to the 
percentage due by th is tim e in 
the three-month campaign.

A lthough Seattle is lagging, 
Campaign D irector Ann Dorsey 
w rites : “ Enclosed $72 as our
f i r s t  insta llm ent on the P arty  
Build ing Fund. We hope to get 
on schedule very qu ickly so 
please don’t  w orry  about us —  
we ju s t go t a Taf« s ta rt.”  |

T ro tsky is t lite ra tu re . We are 
m aking a concerted e ffo rt to 
meet th is demand. The SWP 
P arty  B u ild ing Fund w ill help, 
in  no small measure, to  supply 
the demand. The two are in ­
tim a te ly  linked together. Our 
m a jo r ta rge t is to  promote the 
publication, d istribution and salq 
o f the works o f Leon Tro tsky 
and his co-thinkers. These we 
consider the most im portan t 
medium fo r  educating the newly- 
awakened radical youth, w ork­
ers, Negro freedom fighters, 
women, to  the emancipating 
ideas o f revolutionary socialism 
and thus to  fa c ilita te  the re ­
groupment process.

You, readers of the M ilitan t
and friends o f the Socialist
W orkers P arty , can help in this
great work. Send your cotttribu-
tions to the SW P Party Building
Fund, 116 University Place, New
Y ork 3, N . Y.

*  *  *

The Rarick campaign has 
served a very useful end. I t  has 
demonstrated that the steel work­
ers w ill rise to defend their in­
terests and that an opposition can 
run a successful campaign. Be­
cause of that, more successful 
campaigns with more program- 
atic content are bound ¡to develop, 
and they w ill include greater par­
ticipation by the membership. 
The Rarick campaign has opened 
the door to greater union demo­
cracy, and it  w ill be kept open 
in the future, we can be sure.

o f McDonald and pro ject sus­
tained struggle against the cor­
porations on the p o lit ica l as well 
as the economic fron t. The néw 
opposition tha t w ill develop w ith ­
in t)he steel urn on (a “ tw o-party 
system”  in the union is now be­
ing predicted) w ill only be g iv ing 
McDonald weapons i f  i t  'resorts 
to red-lbaiting as some of the 
Riarick supportei-s did. I t  should 
come out (boldly fo r  c iv il rights, 
and c iv il liberties as instruments 
o f th<? workers m  the ir struggles 
against the bosses.
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Sanctions and the Mideast Crisis
The capita list rulers o f the United 

States are now engaged in a campaign to 
impose th e ir domination on the péoples 
o f the Middle East. The aims o f th is  
domination are: one, to insure fo r Am er­
ican B ig Business, particu la rly  the big oil 
corporation's, the continuing opportun ity 
to  reap huge p ro fits  through the exploita­
tion  o f the Mideast countries; and, two, 
to  push back the ris ing  revolution of the 
A rab  masses fo r  national independence, 
since such revolutions destroy the s tab ility  
of worM capitalism.

One o f the weapons being used to 
enforcè th is  domination is the th rea t of 
naked m ilita ry  force which is already on 
the Mideast scene in the form  of the U.S. 
S ixth  Fleet. According to the March 2 
Saturday Evening Post, the S ixth Fleet 
is “ the strongest naval force th a t ever . 
held the Mediterranean in  its  control.”  
This fleet is equipped w ith  therm o­
nuclear bombs, and carries Marine land­
ing  parties ' which are also “ soon to  be 
equipped .with atomic rockets.”  The flee t’s 
commander, according to the Post, re- 
c e n tly sa id  tha t his Marines could have 
opened the road to  Cairo during  the 
B ritish-French Israeli învàsion o f Egypt 
i f  they had 'been ordered to  do so. That 
th is  force is seriously intended fo r  use 
against the Arab national independence 
revolution is emphasized by the Eisen­
hower Doctrine, presently .being given 
favorable consideration, by thè U.S. 
Senate in  spite o f popular opposition. I t  
specifies tha t the President -can order fu ll 
scale' w ar begun in  the Mideast w ithou t 
consulting Congress or n o tify ing  the 
American people.

Another weapon in  the hands o f U.S. 
imperialism  is economic sanctions. Aside 
from  money, the reactionary A rab rulers

of Iraq and Saudi Arabia, no doubt asked 
the U.S. State Department fo r  pressure 
against Israel, in  re turn fo r th e ir recent 
favorable consideration of the Eisenhower 
Doctrine. This is an easy bargaining point 
fo r  U.S. imperialism  to grant. For one 
th ing. Israel is considered to be an ex­
pendable, pawn. Fo r another, U.S. capital­
ism is anxious to become the fin a l arb iter, 
and therefore the dom inating power, 
among all contending forces in the M id­
east. For these reasons the U.S. has been 
applying pressure on Israel and may ac­
tua lly  support a ÜN resolution fo r  sanc­
tions to force Israeli w ithdraw al from  
Egypt.

Israel invaded Egypt as a pawn of 
British-French imperialism, has no r ig h t 
to  occupy Egyptian te rr ito ry , and should 
w ithdraw  fo rthw ith . B ut the main task 
o f U.S. socialists in relation to the M id­
east is to expose and work fo r the defeat 
o f the Eisenhower Doctrine, and all the 
devices used by U.S. im perialists to im ­
pose the ir domination on the peoples of 
tha t area. Support fo r  U3SP sanctions 
(which means U.S. sanctions) against 
Israel grants the role o f a rb iter to U.S. 
imperialism. The same is true fo r  the 
question o f U.N-. troops in the area.

The problems now facing the peoples 
o f the M ideast result from  th e ir domina­
tion  over the years by imperialism. A ll 
progressive solutions begin w ith  remov­
ing  the' foreign exploiters and allow­
ing the Peoples o f the Middle East to 
settle the ir own a ffa irs . On the other 
hand, the American people have nothing 
to  gain and much to lose from  an im perial­
is t adventure in the Mideast. No support 
fo r  the machinations o f the State Depart­
ment in the M ideast! W ithdraw  the Sixth 
Fleet from  Mideast waters!

Views in the Chinese Press

The Teamsters Contempt Citation
On Feb. 19, four o ffic ia ls  o f the Interna­

tiona l Brotherhood o f Teamsters were 
cited fo r contempt Of the U.S. Senate 
a fte r refusing to  answer questions o f the 
Senate’s Permanent Subcommittee on In ­
vestigations.

While the Senate’s action was taken in 
routine, perfunctory fashion, the m atter 
is o f urgent consequence fo r labor. Osten­
sibly aimed at probing “ racketeering,”  the 
investigation can serve only as a spring 
board fo r  new attacks on labor’s righ ts. 
The very composition o f the committee 
underscores this, I t  includes such “ friends 
o f labor”  as McCarthy, M undt and Gold- 
water.

In  moving fo r  crim inal conviction o f 
the Teamsters officers, the committee 
was undoubtedly emboldened by the blind 
and cowardly stand o f the AFL-C IO  E x­
ecutive Council calling fo r removal o f any 
union o ffic ia l who invokes the F if th  
Amendment against the Senate Commit­
tee. The present Senate action is the 
f i r s t  bu t not the last f ru it  o f tha t stand.

Fortunately, voices are being heard in  
the union movement in  opposition to  th is  
dangerous course. A  recent expression o f 
i t  is contained in  the February issue o f 
the MESA Educator, voice o f the 
Mechanics Educational Society o f Am er­
ica. In  an open le tte r to  George Meany, 
the paper declares: “ We, in  D etro it, are

profoundly disturbed by your Council’s 
determination to eliminate corruption in 
constituent unions w ith  the aid o f Con­
gressional Committees.”

The le tte r cites the consequences o f 
depriving union offic ia ls o f the use o f the 
F ifth  Amendment, pointing out th a t in  
strike  situations, a Congressional com­
mittee could easily attem pt to frame 
unionists fo r strike  violence, etc.

Such a next step certa in ly flows logic­
ally from  the present in it ia l moves o f the 
Senate to intervene in union a ffa irs . Their 
professed concern w ith  union racketeer­
ing is ill-disguised hypocrisy. I t  is com­
mon knowledge th a t the basic source o f 
corruption in the union movement is the 
employers who use i t  to  w in  the col­
lusion o f union o ffic ia ls  against the in ­
terests o f the ranks. The Senate Commit­
tee w ill certainly not s trike  at th is  root- 
source o f the problem.

Collusion w ith  employers by union o f­
fic ia ls is a m a tter o f serious concern fo r 
the ranks —  whether i t  is carried on by 
racketeering o ffic ia ls  o r “ honest”  ones 
who engage in  collusion on “ principle.”  
Such class collaboration can be eliminated 
only by a f ig h t fo r  fu ll internal union 
democracy, the kind o f democracy tha t 
w ill assure fu ll membership control over 
the leaders. The job cannot be delegated 
to Congressional “ probers.”

were noisily gambling during  the 
school session. The student wrote, 
“ I don’t know where I  got the 
courage, but I  called them to o r­
der, te lling  them i t  was tim e fo r 
class.”  However the gambling 
continued throughout the a fte r­
noon. (P. D., Ju iy  26.)

A  cartoon A ugust 3 showed a 
man purchasing' a raincoat. He 
then walks out in the rain. iScene 
three at home, 'He hangs up his 
cofat, his su it dripp ing w ith  wa­
ter. ¡Scene four, he takes o ff  his 
su it and his underwear is1 d r ip ­
p ing w ith  water.

LONG W ORK HOURS
The greatest number o f com­

pla ints in  the Le tte r Column of 
the People’s D aily is over the 
long hours tha t ipeople have to 
work. From the Kalgan Cigarette 
Factory of Hopei a reader w rites 
th a t the m a jo rity  o f workers 
spend IS hours a dray in  work, 
meetings and travel. “ There are a 
lo t of m eetings andi overtime 
w ork periods and the boarding 
house is too fa r  from  the fac­
to ry .”  P. D. May 17.)

In  the same issue a w orker 
from  Liuchow C igarette Factory 
w rites  tha t from  November 1955 
to  February 1956 there were 36,- 
540 hours overtime. “ Some w ork­
ers w ork 13-15 hours la1 d'aty. 
Many o f them g'et sick and 12 
women workers gave premature 
b irth  as a resu lt o f overwork.”

From Tai Yuen, Shansi, a c ity  
famous in the struggle against 
Japan, a worker reports tha t 
those who work in  the movie 
houses have no day o ff  e t a ll. 
They get up at 5 or 6 in  the 
m orning and go to bed a t 11 or 
12 at n igh t. (P.D. Ju ly 15.)

(A reader in  iShangan Hsien. 
Shensi, said the Hsien cadres

“Production Goes Forw ard”

This cartoon appeared in  May 1956 in the Peking People’s 
Daily. An explanation says th a t there are too many non­
productive persons in some agricultural! Co-ops. This lowers 
both production and the income of Co-op members.

haven’t  had a day o ff in six on 
seven years land work hard every 
day—up a t s ix and to  bed a t m id1- 
riig'ht. (P. D. Ju ly  17.)

A  w orker from  the F irs t and 
¡Second Construction’ Co. o f the 
Northw est Construction Dept, 
w rote tha t in  spite o f an inspec­
tion  Iby Sian Poole Inspection 
Y-uen and in  spite Of previous 
c ritic ism  in the People’s Daily, 
there were 3,500' hoars of over­
tim e w ork from  June 1 to June 
20 w ithou t pay. The reader ex­
plained tha t th is overtime work 
wag ordered w ithout the .permis­
sion of the company or the union 
bu t solely on the a u tho rity  of 
“ mianagers”  who w il l  w in  their- 
awards fo r  exceeding’ production 
quotas. (P. D. Ju ly  14.)

From  the state-owned Helen 
Farm  a t Heilungfcing, a reader 
w rites  tha t the agricu ltu re  p ro ­
ductive workers get up  at 4 A.M. 
and go to  bed at 9 jP .M . No day 
off.. -A w orker who ju s t recov­
ered from  tuberculosis and can’t  
stand th is  sixteen hours o f Work 
requested a cut in  Working hours 
tw o months (ago. B u t there is no 
answer fo r  h im  yet.”  (P. D. Aug. 
7.)
W OM EN’S RIGHTS

A  cartoon in  the Ju ly  1‘8 issue 
oif People’s D á ily  show's á woman 
w orker in  bed beside a nurse 
'holding a new (baby. The caption 
reads “ Congratulations offered.”  
A  facto ry  o ffic ia l is presenting 
“ congratulations’ ’ to  thé new 
mother in  the fo rm  o f a discharge 
slip.

A lthough the law  in  China has 
granted womert equal rights, in ­
cluding tim e o f f  w ith  pay fo r 
ch ildb irth  and medical and nur­
sery fac ilities , the women are 
s ti l l  a long way from  getting  
these necessities in  life , except 
for, some impressive “ show”  case«.

Last S'eptemlber, a w orker wrote 
fro m  the M ina D is tr ic t in  Tung 
Kwan Mountain, Anhwei, th a t 
pregnant women, workers have a t 
the most only 40 daysi (birth leave 
though the  ,State W orker’s Wel­
fa re  -Regulation provides 56 days 
fo r  them. Some only ‘have one 
week. F o r instance the hospital 
assigned 70 days b irth  leave fo r 
one w orker who had a d if f ic u lt  
b irth , bu t the authorities made 
th-a excuse th a t there was no one 
to replace her, so she Was ordered 
Iback to  w ork on the eighth day 
a fte r g iv ing  ibirth.

A  reader from  Chuen Kiang 
d is tric t, 'Fukien, wrote tha t wom­
en workers in  the h igher A g ri­
cu lture  Co-op w ork much harder 
than the men. They w ork togeth­
er w ith  the men outside, bu t come 
'home and while the men lay down 
to  rest, they s t i l l  work, cooking, 
washing and caring fo r the ch il­
dren. “ S ix ty  percent of the wom­
en got siick during  the busy sea­
son th is year,”  the le tte r says. 
“ This s itua tion  not only exists

But She Is Pregnant

On Juy 7. 1056, the Peking People’s D aily published th is  
cartoon. The woman is ca rry ing  a discharge slip. In  the poster 
she holds a production award. D iscrim ination against women 
is charged in some factories in  A n  Shan.

British Unemployment Rises 
In Aftermath of Suez Fiasco

'here bu t also in  other places.”  
(•P. D. Sept. 4.)

W hile  some technological prog­
ress is being made in' China, s till 
the easiest way fo r  the bureau­
crats to increase production in 
th is  backward country is out of. 
the  long hours o f labor o f the 
workers and peasants. The revo 
lu tfonary  zeal of the w orking peo 
pie makes th is  possible fo r  a 
time.

LE F T  ‘ERRORS’
B ut there are lim its  to  the 

physical endurance o f the w ork­
ers. These “ eacrifiies '’ moreover 
become intolerable w hile the Chi­
nese Communist P a rty  continues 
to  guarantee p ro fits  to the cap 
ita lis ts  in  the jo in t private-state 
companies under the guise o f the 
'‘¡peaceful transition  to socialism.”

A t  the E igh th  N ational Con­
gress o f the Communist P arty  of 
China held last September (elev­
en years a fte r the 'Seventh Con­
gress), the po litica l report of the 
Central Committee made by L iu  
Shao-Chi warned against “ er­
ro rs”  from  the R ig h t and' Le ft. 
The L e ft error, says the report, 
“ has manifested itse lf m ainly in 
demanding th a t socialism be 
achieved overnight, in  demanding 
tha t some method o f expropria­
tion be used in  our country to 
elim inate the national bourgeoisie 
as a class, or some method be 
used to squeeze out cap ita lis t in ­
dustry and commerce and force 
them to  go bankrupt, in  not ad­
m itt in g  tha t we should adopt 
measures fo r advancing, step by 
step, to  socialism and in  not be- 
liv in g  tha t we could a tta in  the 
goal o f socialist revolution by 
peaceful means.”

W hile  L iu  IShao-Chi assured 
the Congress tha t " th is  policy is 
not, by  any means, &■ policy th a t

allows capitalism  to develop un­
checked,”  'he da compelled to  ad­
m it th a t “ Since the founding of 
the People's Republic, constant 

land repeated struggles . . . have 
been waged between the state and 
the cap ita lis t sector o f the econ­
omy concerning the scope of ac­
t iv i ty ;  taxa tion ; m arket prices; 
terms fo r  the state placing or­
ders w ith  p riva te  enterprises to 
process and manufacture goods, 
fo r  state purchasing and m ar­
ke ting  the products o f p riva te  en­
terprise, and fo r  using priva te  
enterprises as re ta il d is tribu tors 
o r  Commission agents o f the 
state; and” — last to  be listed—• 
“ w ork ing  conditions fo r  the 
workers.”

ROTTEN WOOD
The subject o f a cartoon in  the 

Peking Daily, A ug. 18, is a lum - 
ber yard near which are stand* 
ing two ro tten tree trunks rep re« 
senting bureaucrats in  the  Forest 
t r y  Department. One bureaucrat 
declares the lumber is bad. The 
department head okays th is  re­
po rt. The bureaucrats have mad« 
a deal w ith  priva te  constructors 
fo r  the lumber, tak ing  a out on 
the price as th e ir reward fo r  
cheating the state. A  woodpecker 
comments th a t the lumber is of 
be tte r qua lity  than the o ffic ia ls .

The workers and peasants o f 
China are capable o f great sac­
r ifice  fo r  the industria liza tion o f 
a China free o f im peria lis t rule. 
B u t they w il l  no t long submit 
to  explo itation by capita lis ts 
o r oppression and a b u s e s  
by  the new ly rich, the bu­
reaucrats. As the w orking class 
o f China grows and gains confi­
dence in  its  revolutionary capaci­
ty , the po litica l revolution w ill 
liberate the struggle  fo r  social­
ism from  S ta lin is t restraints.

Mollet to Court-Martial 
Pro-Algeria Journalists

By John Thayer
While that traitor to social­

ism, French Premier Guy Mollet, 
was being wined and dined ini 
Washington, his government at 
home was busily engaged in a 
campaign to muzzle the French 
press.

Although freedom of the press 
Is supposed to be one o f the 
foundation principles o f the 
French Republic, this freedom 
has been rap id ly  disappearing in 
the course o f the w ar against 
A lgeria . P rincipal victim s have

iieen those organizations on the 
e ft  which champion self-deter- 

B iiriation fo r  the A lgerian peo­
ple as w ell as individual' journa l­
ists, ranging from  rad ica l to 
♦onserVative, who hav.e dared 
w rite  the tru th  about the in ­
human savagery of the French 
repression in A lgeria.

SCRAPS C IV IL  RIGHTS
M ost recent development in  

tihe campaign o f “ Socialist”  
Prem ier M olle t’s government 
Against freedom of the press has 
been the remanding of. prosecu-

tions o f Trotsky is ts  from  the 
c iv ilian  to the m ilita ry  courts. 
Th is means th a t M alle t is not 
otily  determined to destroy free­
dom o f the press fo r  opponents 
o f his bru ta l A lgerian policy but 
intends to deprive them o f the 
guarantees o f c iv ilian  law  and 
tr ia l by ju ry . The m ilita ry  court 
before which these cases wiO¡ 
go has already become notorious 

¡ fo r the in justice and savagery 
of its  decisions and sentences.

On Jan. 23, the c iv il court be- 
fo r  which Bloch, Just, Laimlbert 
and Renard, publishers and 
w rite rs  o f La  Verite, organ of 
the In te rnationa lis t Communist 
P a rty  (T ro tsky is t), had been 
baled, ruled th a t i t  was not 
compétent to hear th e ir cases 
and transferred them to the 

I m ilita ry  tr ibuna l o f the Paris 
área. The charges áre th a t the ir 
w ritings  vio late penal code 
artic le  76 which provides the 
death penalty in  tim e o f war 
fo r  attempts “ to demoralize the 

1 arm y,”  and imprisonment in  time 
o f peace.

1 The th rea t these prosecutions

By 0. Ranee I semi-skilled workers fo r every
MANCHESTER, EN G LAN D —  vacancy in  the Midlands.

The Suez adventure ended in dis- •^n<̂  th is  ' ST1  ̂ " ’ho le o f  the  
aster three months ago, bu t fo r I Pic to re - T h e  ^ m a t e d  n u m b e r 
the B ritish  Tory Government the

represent to freedom o f the press 
in France may be appreciated 
when i t  is realized tha t a law to 
prevent “ demoralization”  of the 
arm y is being tw isted fo r  use 
against c iv ilian  newspapers w ith  
c iv ilian  circulations and tha t 
even during the fast world w ar 
the French government never 
dared take legal action against 
the press before m ilita ry  courts.

S im ila rly  remanded to court 
m artia l were the prosecutions of 
Privas and P ierre F rank o f 
“ V erite  des Travailleurs,”  which 
also champions A lgerian inde­
pendence.

Hand in hand w ith the prosecu­
tions goes the physical suppres­
sion o f issues of La V erite  con­
ta in ing  articles on A lgeria . In
1956, La V erite  was seized eight 
times and the type o f articles 
on A igeria  smashed by the 
police of “ Socialist”  Premier 
M ollet. In  the f ir s t  six weeks of
1957, M olle t’s police suppressed 
a t least three issues o f the 
weekly paper.

March Selection 
Book-A-Month Offer

AM ERICAN LABO R STRUGGLES. By Samuel Yellen. New Y ork : 
S. A . Russell, 1956, 398 pp. (o rig ina l price $5.00. Book-a- 
Month price: paper— $1.50, clioth— $2.50. Add 15 cents fo r  m a il­
ing.)

other Southern tex tile  towns in 
1929; and f in a lly  the s tr ike  o f 
longshoremen on the West Coast 
in  1934.

F o r those unacquainted w ith  
American labor h is to ry  th is  is 
an excellent book to  begin w ith . 
Certainly, union members should 
read i t  to  learn how unionism 
was b u ilt  in  Am erica and fo r  
the many lessons to be gleaned 
from  these struggles o f the  past. 
For union activists, who m ay be 
called upon to w rite  an artic le  o r 
give a ta lk  on labor h is to ry  here 
is an excellent reference book 
crammed w ith  well-documented 
facts.

The above po in t goes doubly 
fo r  socialists who w ill find  i t  not 
pnly a storehouse o f in fo rm ation  
hut an invaluable tool fo r  the ir 
educational work.

By C. R. Hubbard
FEB. 26—The Conference on 

Student W ork in H igher In s titu ­
tions held last month in Peking 
revealed sharpening critic ism  o f 
Chinese S ta lin is t policies by the 
youth. The Conference report 
said, “ In  dealing w ith some 
events tlvat happened recently in 
the international Communist 
movement, some students showed 
a lack o f correct appreciation 
while a small number failed to 
distinguish friend from  enemy.”  
(New York Times, Feb. 24.) In 
the double-talk o f China’s ru ling  
bureaucrats this means that 
students have expressed sympa­
thy fo r  those in the Soviet orb it 
who are fig h tin g  fo r workers’ 
democracy.

In  the f i r s t  place, i t  was the 
Chinese press tha t had d ifficu lty  
in d istinguishing “ friend from  en­
emy.”  The in itia l reaction of 
People’s D a ily  in  Peking to the 
revolutionary upsurge in Hunga­
ry  was to hail Im re Nagy as a 
great revolutionary hero— only to 
switch quickly, a t orders from  
Moscow, to  the line th a t he was 
a counter-revolutionist. “ Confu­
sion”  then among the students 
Should ibe surprising to no one.

MASS OF PROTESTS
But the Chinese youth and 

workers have enough reasons of 
the ir own to jo in  the ir comrades 
in the rest o f the  Soviet orlbit in 
struggle against the privileged 
ibureaucraey. A review of the Le t­
ters to  the E d ito r and of car­
toons appearing over the last 
year in the People’s' Daily, pub­
lished in  Peking, yields a mass 
of protest against 'bureaucrats.

One such le tte r last July was 
from  a student who complained 
tha t instructors and “ leaders”

headaches are s till coming in.
I t  is true th a t there is ta lk  of 

a ipartial clearance of the Oanal 
very shortly ibut meanwhile the 
problems mount. For, despite 
shipments from  America, oil sup­
plies are s till insu ffic ient. And 
th is isn’t  surprising-, fo r  i t  would 
take one-and-a-half times as 
many tankers to b rin g  the nor­
mal supplies round the Cape— 
•if normal supplies were ava ila­
ble. ¡But the three pumping sta­
tions otf the Iraq  Petroleum Com­
pany continue out of action, rep­
resenting a loss o f 25 m illion 
tons o f oil a year.

And to double the im ports from 
America— which is w hat iis re­
quired to make up fo r  the loss 
from  usual sources'—would cost 
SOO to 40)0 m illion  dollars a 
year. On top of th is, there are 
the extra fre ig h t charges im ­
posed on (all shipping as a result 
o f the Canal’s closure. I t  is be­
cause o f this, p rim a rily , tha t the 
terms of trade— the costs of im­
ports as against exports moved a 
fu rth e r po in t to B rita in ’s disad­
vantage. Gold reserves, already 
a t a low level, fe ll to  the most 
■disastrous pitch since the end of 
1952.

UNEM PLO YM EN T
However, there is no easy solu­

tion  fo r  the Government. Ex­
port markets áre ge tting  increas­
ing ly  d ifficu lt, and nowhere is 
th is  illustra ted  more clearly than 
in  the motor industry, where the 
effects of the cu t-th roa t competi­
tion  from  America, Germany, 
France and Ita ly  have been cat­
astrophic.

The credit squeeze and hire 
purchase restrictions, introduced 
precisely in order to obtain a 
small pool o f unemployment, the 
deadly competition, and now the 
gasoline shortage, have resulted 
in  there being three unemployed

of workers on short tim e is given 
a t 140,000. For the f i r s t  time, 
too, in a very long w hile there 
are more unemployed than there 
are vacancies.

B u t even so, the s ituation is 
s till not favorable fo r  the Gov­
ernment to launch a full-blooded 
attack upon the w orking class 
in  order to cut the cost o f p ro ­
duction and reduce imports. On 
the contrary, there s ti l l  exists 
a large measure o f fuH employ­
ment, and in fac t, fa r  from  being 
docile, the w ork ing  class is de­
manding higher wages to  o ffse t 
the steep rise in tha cost of l iv ­
ing.

There are, indeed, wage de­
mands fo r  8 m illio i) workers flow 
coming up fo r  settlement, chief 
being the engineering workers—  
3 m illion  of them. And w ith  the 
imminent (placing on the statute 
books of the new Rents B ili, de­
signed to give landlords an esti­
mated $280 m illion , plus the 
higher fares doia to the Suez C ri­
sis, there is the prospect o f b ig 
industria l struggles unless some 
concessions are given.

The stra tegy o f the Govern­
ment can ba summed up in  the 
words o f the Financial Times of 
Jan. 12, “ There is a grow ing 
hope tha t agreement w ill even­
tu a lly  be reached w ithou t much 
industria l unrest on increases of 
th-a order of 3 to 4 per cent.”

This was the pattern  set in  the 
solution o f the London busmen’s 
demands when $1.05 a weelc 
awfcrd was given, plus 2 0 extra 
fo r  .Saturday afternoon working.

EM PLOYER HOPES
This strategy is based on buy­

ing a lit t le  tim e in order thiat the 
effects of the cred it squeeze can 
rea lly  'be fe lt, thus doing away 
w ith  the ‘‘over-fu ll employment”  
as the captia lis t economists call 
it .  Then, despite the cost of l iv ­
ing  continuing to rise, i t  is 'hoped

tha t thé w ork ing  masses, because 
o f the pool o f unemployment, w ill 
be in  no position to demand pay 
rises.

But here again, the British  
Government is in a dilemma. 
They are haunted by the fear 
that the unemployment which 
they require may snowball, that 
the “cutting back” of certain in­
dustries may bring the' wholé edi­
fice about their ears.

This was shown iby the -de­
mand, a t last met, to  reduce the 
bank r a t e  by a t least %% . The F i­
nancial Times' and, the Economist, 
the two most w idely read finan* 
cia l papers, have fo r  a long time 
been pressing fo r  the reduced 
rate in  order bo “ stim ulate  enter­
prise.”  A  sure indication o f the 
precarious B ritish  economic po­
s ition!

And, in a-ny event, the Govern­
ment’s s tra tegy presupposes th a t 
the workers w ill not be prepared 
to f ig h t fo r  a greater increase 
tlian  the laid-down pattern, when, 
increasingly, indications are to 
the contrary.

W hat is certain, is that the 
Suez adventure has strained the 
British economy to the lim it and 
brings nearer big industrial 
struggles, struggles in which the 
problem of labor leadership as­
sumes moie and more import­
ance.

Samuel Yellen w rote th is book 
on American labor h is to ry  irb the 
m id-th irties. A lm ost immediately 
i t  became a classic and, as col- 
lectors w ell know, i t  has long 
been almost impassible to get. Its  
■repuiblication is a service tha t 
union m ilitan ts , students and so­
cia lists should cheer.

Yellen has taken ten important 
and representative battles be­
tween labor and 'Capital in ' the. 
period 1877 to 1934, researched 
the 6 0 urce m aterial on them  
thoroughly aaid presented them to 
the reader in compact but thor­
oughgoing and inspiring fashion. 
Even those fam iliar w ith sòme of 
these struggles w ill gain fresh 
insight into tfie Issues, tactics 
and results from a reading of 
Yellen’s accounts.

For those who have been 
struck w ith  the medieval fortress 
character o f the arm-ofies s til l to 
be seen in American cities, the 
book's f ir s t  -chapter on the great 
ra ilroad strikes o f 1877 w ill be 
enlightening. Por i t  was as a re­
su lt o f th is  national uprisinE', in 
Which Workers took over cities 
and often won the troops over to 
th e ir side, th a t the  American 
ru lin g  cla-ss decided tha t a prim e 
need fo r  èvèry c ity  was an ar­
mory.

The other chapters tre a t o f 
Haym arket and the frame-up 
tr ia ld  w ith  which the employers 
answered the demand fo r  an 
eight-hour day; the smashing 
o f unionism a t Homestead as 
groundwork fo r  the founding of 
th e  U.S. Steel C orporation; the 
form ation o f the Am erican R a il­
way Union ;by Eugène Debs and 
the great Pullman strike-boycofct; 
the anthracite coal s tr ike  of 
lftOE; the dram atic tex tile  strike 
in  Lawrence, Mass.. led -by the 
IW W ? She’ riià'â&ajcie at Ludlow, 
Colorado, o f s trikers ’ wives and 
children by Rockefeller’s thugs; 
the great b u t unsuccessful steel 
s trike  o f 1919; the wave of 
strikes in  Gastonia, Jvf.C., and



The Negro Struggle
----------------------- By Jean Blake ------------------------

The Equal Right to Starve
In  Cleveland. Ohio, often advertised as 

“ the best location in the nation,”  a Ne­
gro baby died Feb. 19 o f starvation, 
pneumonia, and possibly frostbite .

The circumstances of th is  tragedy 
should be pondered carefully by everyone 
concerned about the problems o f the Ne­
gro struggle fo r equality. L it t le  Terry 
Brown, 17 months, died not because he 
was colored, but because his Daddy is a 
wage-worker in a capita lis t society.

Robert Brown is a laborer a t the Eber- 
hard M anufacturing Co., where he is 
described as a “ good, steady worker.”  He 
brings home $65 a week.

The Browns are good citizens. They pay 
the ir bills and t ry  to take care o f the ir 
children. But in capita list society, where 
people work only so tha t industry can 
provide p ro fits  fo r its  owners, the needs 
o f the working class don’t  count. The 
Browns could not feed the ir children 
properly so Terry  died. Here are the 
circumstances:

Robert Brown, 36, and his wife, A lfreda, 
29, had ten children, including three sets 
o f tw ins. The parents live w ith  six of 
th e ir children in fou r rooms in the rear 
o f a store in a slum section.

Mrs. Brown told a reporter fo r the 
Cleveland Press who came to investigate 
the conditions o f T e rry ’s death:

“ My husband brings home $65 a week. 
We do the best we can. Rent is $65 a 
month, and we pay $5 a week to board 
out two o f the children and $10 a week 
to board a child o f my husband’s f ir s t  
marriage.”

The rest goes f ir s t  fo r u tilities, then fo r 
food.

She couldn’t  explain T e rry ’s death. “ I  
know he wasn’t  getting the proper food, 
but I thought he got enough to get along,”  
she said.

According to the newspaper report, 
“ A t  17 months Terry  weighed only 10 
pounds.”

“ She blamed the lack o f food on the 
lack o f money.”

The reporter found no food in the house 
except fo r one egg and a box o f g r its ; 
lit t le  clothing other than what the chil­
dren were wearing; old fu rn itu re  and no 
working appliances.

Would i t  have been d iffe ren t i f  the 
Browns were white? —  Not much. W hite 
workers also work fo r the same kind of 
pay as laborers, in Cleveland. They also 
live in slums. They also have tw ins and 
big families.

In the most basic aspect o f life  the 
Browns have the same r ig h t as white 
workers — an equal r ig h t to starve.

This is not what the Negro masses 
mean when they oppose segregation and 
discrim ination. They want a better life. 
The p ligh t o f the Browns is a graphic 
illus tra tion  o f the fact tha t the struggle 
against d iscrim ination must be combined 
w ith  a struggle fo r a rational society i f  
a better life  is to be won.

Not “ a fa ir  day’s pay fo r a fa ir  day’s 
work,”  but “ from  each according to his 
a b ility ; to each according to his needs”  
—  the socialist way —  is the only way 
to end starvation in the richest country 
in the world.

Socialist Candidate Hits 
Los Angeles Oil Lease

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 21— Er- 
ro ll Banks, candidate fo r Mayor 
o f Los Angeles, took issue today 
w ith  the o il leasing procedure fo r 
Los Angeles.

H is position was tha t the rcv 
cent oil-lease scandal "'has its 
roots in the drive of the oil 
monopolies to make super p ro f­
its  a t the expense o f the people 
o f th is c ity .”

“ The oil interests were fo r 
state control of the off-shore oil 
deposits so they could fin d  i t  
easier to gain control of these de­
posits through the state legis­
latures,”  he said, “ and now they 
w ant to gain control of the c ity ’s 
o il resources through the Los 
Angeles c ity  adm inistration.

“ There would have .been no oil 
scandal at a ll i f  Mayor Poulson 
hadn’t  recommended th a t the 
Standard O il interests get the 
d r ill in g  .rights fo r  some 1.350 
acres in  the Los Angeles Inner 
Harbor. E vidently  Mayor Poul- 
son’s. recommendation conflicted 
w ith  the desires o f the ot'her oil 
interests. One th ing  is certa in—

ERROLL BANKS

whichever oil company gets the 
lease, the people of Los Angeles 
w ill be no richer and t ’he oil mo­
nopolies no poorer.”

The M ayor’s six-man commit­
tee to investigate oil leases was 
called ra “ farce”  by M r. Banks. 
“ The lis ts o f appointees is like 
a Dun and Bradstreet register,”  
he said.

“ A ll this points out a basic de­
fect in our social and economic 
system,”  he continued. “ This de­
fect. can be corrected only ¡by the 
nationalization of all basic indus­
tries and natural resources, con­
tro lled  by die w orking people 
through committees ibased on the 
trade unions, not another so- 
called ‘citizens’ committee.’

“1 believe tha t the r ig h t of the 
people to control the ir own natu­
ra l resources must extend to t'he 
peoples of fore ign nations. They 
have the r ig h t to nationalize their 
oil resources w ithout foreign in- 
tervention. That is why I am op­
posed to the Eisen'hower Doctrine 
fo r  the Middle East. The real in ­
tent. o f this doctrine is to shackle 
the A rab peoples so that they 
may be exploited by American 
o il interests, and th is kind of in ­
terference leads to war.”
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Morton and Helen Sobell

A victory in  the fig h t to w in justice fo r Sobell was won 
when Dr. Luis Sanchez Ponton, noted Mexican attorney, was 
fin a lly  granted a visa to enter th is country and assist in  the 
legal argument fo r a hearing fo r  Morton SobelL E a rlie r in ­
terference w ith  Dr. Ponton’s entry in to th is  country was pro­
tested by Vera Rony o f the W orkers Defense League and others

Cleveland Union 
Man ‘Conspired’ 
By Driving a Car

By Jean Simon
Eric Reinthaler is one o f the 

e ight defendants aw aiting tr ia l 
in  the unprecedented Cleveland 
conspiracy case. Together w ith  
the others, he is charged w ith  
conspiring to get around a pro­
vision o f the anti-labor T a ft- 
H artley Act, which requires the 
f il in g  of non-communist a f f i ­
davits by o fficers o f unions deal­
ing  w ith  the National Labor Re­
lations Board.

In  the indictm ent filed  last 
January 23, a federal grand ju ry  
charged tha t two of the defend­
ants, Fred land Marie Reed Haug, 
filed  fa lse non-communist a f f i ­
davits. (They had ibeen indicted 
■by the same grand1 ju ry  aibout a 
week earlie r fo r  pe rju ry  fo r  the 
same alleged offense.) Five other 
defendants were charged w ith  is­
suing or delivering Communist 
P a rty  instructions or directives.

H E  DROVE A  CAR
E ric  Reinthaler is  charged 

neither w ith  being a union o f f i­
cia l who falsely signed a non- 
communist a ffidav it, nor w ith  is­
suing o r carry ing out Communist 
Party  instructions. H is p a rt in

Rep. Walter Fights Justice 
For Sobell with Red Herring

By Myra Tanner Weiss
FEB. 27 —  Rep. Francis E. 

W alter, Chairman o f the House 
Committee on Un-American Ac­
tiv itie s  charged, Feb. 21, Khat the 
“ Communist apparatus”  had be­
gun a nation-wide campaign in 
defense o f Morton iSobell who is 
now serving a 30-year prison 
term in Alcatraz. Sobell was con­
victed w ith Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg who were executed in 
1953 on a charge o f conspiracy 
to  commit espionage.

According to the Feb. 22 New 
Y ork  Times, W alte r charged that 
the new campaign was “ coinci­
dent w ith  the opening of an es­
pionage tr ia l involving Jack and 
M yra Soible [no relation to M or­
ton Sobell] and Jacob Albam of 
New Y ork.”  However, the sig­
n ifican t “ coincidence” — and not 
an accidental one, either— is W al­
te r ’s insinuating charge and the 
approach of legal arguments fo r 
a new hearing fo r Morton Sobell 
next week. These arguments w ill 
'be heard jn (New York C ity  be­
fore a U.S. Court of Appeals, 
M arch 4.

Le t us see how “ justice”  oper­
ated fo r  Morton Sobell, a young 
American scientist, charged, 
tried, sentenced and imprisoned 
¡by the U.S. government.

NO FOUL BLOWS
The prosecuting attorney at 

the Roseriberg-iSobell tr ia l was 
l iv in g  IT. Saypol, a t tha t time 
U.S. A tto rney fo r  the Southern 
D is tric t o f New York. He defined 
his duties in his summary speech 
to the ju ry , as follow's: “ The 
U.S. A tto rney is a representative 
not of an ord inary party  to a 
controversy, but of a sovereignty 
whose obligation to govern im ­
p a rtia lly  is as compelling as its 
obligation to govern a ll, and

■whose interest, therefore, in  a 
crim inal .prosecution is not that 
i t  shall w in a case but tha t jus­
tice shall fee done. As such he 
is . . . the servant of the law . . . 
•he may strike  hard blows, he is 
not a t libe rty  to s trike foul ones" 
(Court Record, p. 1610.)

The ju ry  must have been quite 
impressed tha t th is  “ fa ir ”  man 
was determined that “ justice shall 
be done.”  As the “ servant o f the 
law,”  he did strike  “ hard blows,”  
but certa in ly not “ fou l ones.”  O r 
did he?

One of the motions before the 
Appeals court in New York 
makes the fo llow ing charges, 
substantiated w ith new evidence 
and factua lly  unchallenged by 
the government:

FACTS SUPPRESSED
“ 1. The prosecution know ing­

ly, w ilfu lly , and in ten tiona lly  in ­
troduced false and perjured evi­
dence to establish tha t 'appellant 
[M orton Sobell] was deported by 
the Government of Mexico. . . 
The prosecution and the witness 
Huggins long p rio r to the tr ia l 
were inform ed by the Govern­
ment of Mexico tha t i t  did not 
consent to or partic ipate in ap­
pellant’s removal. They had been 
advised by the Mexican authori­
ties tha t 'appellant’s seizure and 
abduction were unlawful and con­
stitu ted a v io la tion of Mexican 
sovereignty. Nevertheless, the 
prosecution used Government Ex- 
liii'bit 25A and Huggins’ in ten­
tiona lly  false and misleading tes­
tim ony to prove tha t appelant’s 
removal was effectuated by the 
Government of Mexico by means 
•of legal deportation.

“ 2. The prosecution know ing­
ly , w ilfu lly  and in tentionally sup­
pressed evidence which would 
'have impeached th is  false testi­
mony and would have disclosed

the alleged conspiracy, according 
to the indictment, was this “ overt 
act” : "On or about A p ril, 1952”  
he “ did transport a person known 
by him to be a member o f the 
Communist Party U.S.A. to a 
meeting w ith  Hyman Lumer, de­
fendant herein.”

The charge against Reinthaler 
and the rest are unique in  the 
annals of th is phase of the gov­
ernment’s a ttack on politica l 
freedom in  the laibor movement. 
This is the f i r s t  time, investi­
gation reveals, tha t two union o f­
fic ia ls , one union member, and 
five  persons identified w ith  the 
Communist P arty  have 'been 
lumped together in  an indictment 
fo r  conspiracy to  vio late a p ro ­
vision o f the T a ftJH artley  Act. 
('In the action against the Mine, 
M ill (and 'Smelter W orkers last 
year in  Colorado a ll the defend­
ants were union o ffic ia ls or em­
ployes. They were accused of con- 
ap iring  to fraudu len tly  comply 
w ith  the non-communist p rov i­
sions of T a ft-H a rtley  and obtain 
the services and fac ilitie s  o f the 
N ational Laibor Relations Board.)

WON’T  BE STOOLPIGEON
In  the Cleveland case the lump­

ing together of union leaders* of­
fic ia ls  of the Communist P arty , 
and Reinthaler is reminiscent of 
the famous Minneapolis Case o f 
1D4-1, in  which 29 men and wom­
en, Socialist Workers Party  
leaders, trade unionists, and oth­
ers, were indicted in the f ir s t  
case under the Smith A ct.

In  an interview  fo r the M ili­
tan t last week Reinthaler said 
th a t the reason charges were 
brought against him was tha t he 
had refused to become a stool- 
pigeon.

“ F o r months I  'had o ffe rs ,”  he 
stated, “ tout I  refuse to lie, to 
perjure m yself a'boat people or 
events o f w'hich I have no know l­
edge. I  may have trouble keep­
ing  my head above water, tout 
I ’m not going to get into the g u t­
ter. Apparently there are those 
in the Justice Departm ent who 
subscribe to the corrupt philoso-

phy tha t the end jus tifie s  the 
means.”

Reinthaler has retained Steph­
en M. Young, fo rm er U nited 
States Congressman and presi­
dent of the Cuyahoga Bar Asso­
ciation as hie lawyer.

PR IN C IPLE  IN V O LVE D
“ Some people te ll me I  should­

n ’t  go tha t expense; tha t I  should 
get court-appointed counsel or 
someone less expensive,”  he said. 
“ The way I  look a t i t  the  gov­
ernment has m illions a t the ir dis­
posal (our taxes fo o t the ¡bill), 
hundreds of lawyers and assist­
ants. I f  you don’t  try  to get your­
self the very «best, you don’t  stand 
a ghost of a chance.

“ And i t  isn’t  ju s t a personal 
m atter,”  he added. “ There is a 
princip le involved and a serious 
attack qn organized labor. For 
those reasons, I  believe the best 
kind o f fig h t must be pu t up.”

Reinthaler is a member of 
Lodge 2155, In te rnationa l Asso­
ciation of Machinists. H is local, 
fo rm e rly  a ffilia te d  w ith  the 
United E lectrica l Workers, was 
taken into the IA M  last year.

Reinthaler has .been a union 
steward fo r  the last three years, 
executive iboard memtoer fo r  the 
past two years, and is chairman 
o f the legislative committee of 
his lodge.

The expense of his case alone, 
he to ld  the M ilita n t w ill toe 
around $1-0,000.

“ So fa r  I  have toad to spend $600 
fo r  the 'bonding fee, which is non- 
returnable, and $1,000 fo r  a re­
ta iner fo r  the lawyer. This com­
ing week 1 m ust raise another 
$500 and toy the time the case 
comes to tr ia l, another $8,000,” 
he said.

Reinthaler said he is appealing 
to  unionists fo r aid. “ I f  i t  were 
sim ply a personal m atter, i t  
would be a d iffe ren t th ing, but 
i t  isn’t. I  am sim ply personally 
involved in a s ituation th a t m ight 
w ell happen to anyone in one 
form  or another, who is very 
active in  union a ffa irs .”

...Mideast Oil Politics
(Continued from  page 1)

¡blamed fo r  suspecting th a t the 
'Senate is not quite so much the 
shaper otf UJS. fore ign policy as 
our schoolchildren are taught. 
And not only the d ign ity  of the 
Senate is involved. O’Mahoncy 
represents a host of small busi­
nessmen who do not relish per­
fo rm ing  as Greek chorus fo r  the 
Rockefellers and Mellons in ev­
ery in ternationa l adventure into 
wrhich they choose to drag this 
country.

To a  large degree i t  is no t so 
much a m atter o f opposing the

adm inistration’s fore ign policy as 
i t  is o f  find ing  a good stick to 
beat the (big o il interests w ith . In  
rea lity , the issues o f the M ideast 
are broajder and deeper than the 
interests o f Standard O il and its 
associates. Involved is the ¡strug­
gle o f U.S. im perialism  against 
the colonial revolution.

Senator O’Mahoney’s exposure 
of the b ig  oil corporations, how­
ever, makes known a l it t le  b it  of 
the tru th  and workers can u tilize  
i t  in the ir strugg le  against B ig 
Business in general.

Twin City Labor Forum 
Aids Witch-Hunt Victim

The Tw in  Cities Labor Forum 
not only discussed the defense of 
c iv il righ ts on Feb. 22, a t the 
Labor Temple in  Minneapolis, but 
turned over the proceeds from  
the meeting to aid a specific case 
which involved the vio la tion  of 
c iv il rights— the Charles Rowoldt 
deportation case.

M r. iRowoldt, o f Minneapolis, 
a t the age o f 73, faces deporta­
tion under the McCarran-W alter 
A ct. A resident o f the U. S. since 
he was ,30 'years old, he (faces de­
portation because he was a mem­
ber o f the Communist Party  fo r 
six months during  the 1930’s. H is 
case is before the Supreme Court 
a t the present time.

The main speaker, M r. A rth u r 
'Sternberg o f St. Paul, a c iv il 
righ ts  lawyer, pointed out tha t 
some gains have ibeen made in 
the f ig h t fo r  c iv il righ ts . Thus, 
he took note of the satisfactory 
outcome of the K u td ie r Case, but 
said these gains were lim ited. In 
stressing the importance of the 
c iv il-righ ts  fig h t, he stated that, 
tak ing  into account a ll the peo­
ple \v*ho work d irectly fo r  the 
government and those in defense 
industries, plus the ir fam ilies, 
there are about ten m illion  peo­
ple d irectly concerned w ith  the 
loya lty  security issue regarding 
government employes.

T y ing  the attack on c iv il l ib ­
erties to the cold war, Vincent 
Dunne, one of the f i r s t  Smith 
A ct victim s, said: “ We should ask 
ourselves: Why is there a cold 
war? Who is threatening the 
U.S.? W hy is  the w ar budget

the largest ever? U n til there is 
a better way of tak ing  care of 
the people o f the world, there 
is going to be no great change 
in c iv il r igh ts .”

Dunne pointed out th a t when 
im m igrants like  M r. Rowol'dt 
came to th is  country, they did not 
come to take from  it, bu t to con­
tr ibu te  to i t  w ith  th e ir labor. I t  
was these people wtoo contrib­
uted much to make th is  country 
a g rea t po litica l democracy. 
“ Now they are seeing this coun­
tr y  tu rn ing  into its. opposite.”  

Mrs. A lm a Foley, a representa­
tive from  the Minnesota Commit­
tee fo r  Protection of Foreign 
Born, spoke in behalf o f Charles 
Rowoldt, who since 1947 ’has had 
the shadow* of deportation hang­
ing over him. She told o f the d if­
ficu lties  w ith  the bonding com­
panies to obtain bond because o f 
government interference in  de­
portation cases. The importance 
o f w orking to repeal the McCar- 
ran-W alter A ct was stressed.

its  knowledge o f the fa ls ity  of 
the evidence. . .

“ 3. Further, the prosecution, 
seeking to preclude a judicial' in ­
qu iry  in to  the facts, made false 
representations to the tr ia l 
court. . .”  (Sotoell b rie f.)

On A p r il 5, 1951, Sobell’s a t­
torney Harold M. Phillips, made 
a motion fo r the “ arrest o f judg ­
ment.”  He told Judge Irv ing  R. 
Kaufman o f Sobell’s kidnaping 
from  Mexico. He said “  ‘Deported 
from  Mexico,’ these three words 
are as untrue as i f  I  said, “ The 
sun ceases to shine.’ ”  (C. R., p. 
1588.)

And Saypol answered the 
charges: . . Counsel ought to
■know tha t his client never went 
in to Mexico w ith  a visa.”  (C. R., 
p. 1598.) (The T ouris t card w ith 
which Sobell and his fam ily  tra v ­
eled to Mexico was a t tha t mo­
m ent in  the possession of the 
(prosecution or o f his assistants, 
the F B I.) Saypol went on to say: 
“ The whole a ff id a v it portrays 
certa in ly  tha t th is  defendant was 
not honorably escorted from  
Mexico but tha t lite ra lly  he was 
kicked out as a deoortee.”

Sayrpoi said th is knowing—but 
not revealing'— tha t Sobell had 
■never been deported. Say.pol lied. 
The defense motion was denied 
•by the court. The F B I held onto 
the T ouris t Card issued by the 
Government of Mexico in Scbell’s 
own name. The FB I held onto the 
vaccination certifica te , proving 
Sobell’s preparations to return 
vo lu n ta rily  to th is country. The 
prosecution 'held onto the evi­
dence. The prosecution knew. But 
the ju ry  didn’t  know.

A N Y T H IN G  GOES
This was the qua lity  of “ jus­

tice ”  meted out to Morton Sobell 
—probalbly ju s tifie d  in the minds 
of the F B I, Saypol and the oth­
ers involved w ith  the thought 
that, “ Wel'l, .Sobell is a Commun­
ist. That’s g u ilt  enough. We can 
do as we please.”  But then why 
promise “ hard 'blows, bu t not foul 
ones?”

In  the coming appeal Morton 
Sobell s til l has a cihance to w in 
justice. Saypol can s til l be de­
prived of the illegal f r u it  of 
trea ty  violations, kidnapings, 
beatings and lies.

As i f  a fra id  tha t justice p lig h t 
he done even i f  belatedly, U.S. 
Rep. W alter, who speaks in  the 
name ' o f  Congress, announces 
tha t a ll who demand justice fo r 
Morton Sobell are to (be suspected 
o f partic ipating in a “ national 
campaign”  organized by “ Com­
munists.”  Is  th is what is meant 
hy the zealous protection o f the 
righ ts , o f individuals in  the 
“ American Way o f L ife ? ”  I t  
seems closer to the kind o f “ jus­
tice”  meted out by Stalin fo r 
whom the charge “ T ro tsky is t”  
was enough to prove “ spy.”

I t  remains to 'be seen of what 
qua lity  is the justice of three 
judges who w ill study the proof 
tha t has ¡been obtained by Sobell’s 
defenders a fte r long years o f d if­
f ic u lt and expensive research—• 
proof tha t Morton Sobell to ld the 
tru th  'about his “ deportation”  and 
th a t Saypol lied.


