
The Regroupment 
Discussion

An Editorial

In last week’s issue we published the text of a state
ment adopted by the National Committee of the Socialist 
Workers Party entitled “ On the Regroupment of Revolu
tionary Socialist Forces in the United States.’' The states 
ment presents a series of programmatic points, which in 
the view of tlhe SWP, will contribute to the further clari
fication of the present wide discussion in the radical move
ment on the prospect for socialist regroupment.

Even prior to publication of the SWP statement on 
regroupment, our mail has reflected deep interest in the 
issue involved. ‘On page two we publish two such letters.

Throughout the country during the past year, well 
attended symposiums, debates and forums have been the 
arena for a new and welcome exchange of views among 
v irtua lly all the raqlical tendencies in the United States. By 
presenting a series of concrete programmatic points for 
consideration, we feel that the statement o f the Socialist 
Workers Party w ill help considerably to advance the dis
cussion.

Such a discussion, we believe is the prerequisite for 
unifying the revolutionary socialist forces in the United 
States.

In addition to a clear posing of programmatic issues 
involved, what is essential to a fru itfu l discussion is elimi
nation of any e ffort to restrict i t  or to try  to ban anyone’s 
participation in it.

DESIRE FOR JOINT ACTION!
The discussions of the past year have revealed a 

profound sentiment in the ranks of all tendencies for 
maximum unity in action on concrete issues such as civil 
liberties and civil rights. The SWP statement indicates the 
party’s willingness to jo in in such united endeavors.

Unification of revolutionary socialist forces in the 
struggle against American capitalism is assuredly today’s 
most vital need. A  free, fraternal and constructive discus
sion is indispensable to the achievement of this goal. We 
look forward to comment on the SWP’s proposals and open 
the Militant’s pages to the expression of all viewpoints on 
the issues involved.

THE REVIVAL OF GERMAN MILITARISM  
(See Page 3)
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Communist Party Convention 
Resists New Kremlin Dictate

Forgotten Promises

George Meany and W alter Reuther at the merger convention 
o f the A F L  and CIO in December 1955, pledged a big Southern 
organizing drive. Now, a l it t le  more than a year la ter, the 
A FL-C IO  has quietly dropped the plan and has announced an 
organizing drive fo r white-collar workers.

Token Civil Rights 
Bill Given Chance 
To Pass Congress

By John Thayer
.According to Washington dope- | 

stcrs there is a imove afoot in 
Congress to .pass a watered-down 
c iv il r igh ts  law th is  session. 
These rumors are noteworthy 
from  ¡the fo llow ing points o f 
view: 1

(1) They show tha t the pres
sure of the Negro people, partic
u la rly  in the i fo rm  of the bus 
boycott movements in the South 
and the open dissatisfaction w ith 
both cap ita lis t parties, is having 
its  effect on- the politicians. (2) 
The politician's feel i t  is neces
sary to t r y  to pass some c iv il 
r igh ts law— heretofore these con
cerned about the Negro and la
bor vote had considered i t  suf
fic ien t merely to introduce civil 
r igh ts  bills w ithout any intention 
o f really fig h tin g  fo r  the ir pas
sage. (3) The b ill tha t w ill be 
pushed w ill not embody basic 
c iv il r igh ts  demands (anti-lynch
ing, fa ir  employment praetires 
or school desegregation) but 
ra ther token or fr inge  conces
sions.

I t  appears tha t the Senators 
behind the move favor a b ill in 
corporating all or some of Eisen
hower’s recommendations of a 
year ago. These were a conwnis- 
sion to investigate c iv il rights 
problems, a c iv il righ ts depart
ment in the Department of Jus
tice, au tho rity  fo r A ttorney Gen
eral to prosecute those in tim ida t
ing  or coercing a voter in a 
federal election, authority fo r the 
A tto rney  Genefal to go to court 
on behalf of one whose c iv il 
r igh ts  have been violated, direct 
recourse to federal courts by 
those whose c iv il rights have been 
violated, and authority  fo r  the 
A tto rney General to proceed 
against conspiracies to violate 
c iv il rights.

Hearings have been going on 
in the House o f (Representatives 
on two bills (H R  1151 and 2145) 
o f this character. One was in tro 
duced by Rep. Celler (D -N .Y .) 
the other by Rep. Keating (R- 
N .Y .).

In  an artic le  entitled “ Real 
C ivil R ights Test Is  Due,’’ John

(Continued on page 4)

S till Blocking Imperialists

The 5,000-ton Egyptian LST, Akka, loaded w ith cement, .was s u n k 'in  the Suez Canal 40 
miles south of P ort Said a t the time o f the unsuccessful British-French invasion to recapture 
control of the Egyptian canal. The Akka is presenting salvage crews now working to  clear the 
canal w ith  a major problem. A ttem pts to  hoist the  sunken ship fa iled last week and salvage 
ships began the work o f tow ing i t  to  a w ider section of the canal where i t  can be by-passed.

Saud Visit Shows U. S. Gov't 
Bolstering Arab Feudalists

By Fred Halstead I porte r of A rab nationalism, 
1 backing th is plan? And why is

D uring his v is it in Washington! the government o f the United 
last month, K ing  Ibn Saud o f j States, a modern cap ita lis t coun- 
Saudi Arabia announced tha t the! try , supporting the absolute
Eisenhower Doctrine fo r  the 
Middle East “ is a good one which 
is entitled to consideration and 
appreciation”  by the A rab gov
ernments. The purpose o f the 
Eisenhower Doctrine is to allow 
United States economic and m ili
ta ry  power to replace tha t of 
B rita in  and France whose power 
in  the A rab world is collapsing 
a fte r the Suez fiasco.

Why is Saud, a self-styled sup-

AFL-CIO Tops Seen Giving Up 
Southern Organizing Campaign

as well be stopped at the Mason- 
D ixon line.”

The W hite Citizens Councils, 
organized by the plantation own
ers, bankers, bosses and the ir 
stooges in politics, send organ
izers up and down every state 
¿n the South. W ith in  a m atter 
o f a fewr years they have grown 
to the point where today they 
collect around m illion a year 
in dues. In  most Southern States, 
opposed only by the Negro peo
ple, they have established v ir 
tua lly  d icta toria l power.

The W1CC has even succeeded 
in electing proponents of anti- 
labor bills like  the “ r ig h t to 
w ork”  laws in heavily unionized 
d istricts. Benny Cash of Chata- 
noog-a, an open advocate of the 
“ r ig h t to w ork”  b ill, was elected 
to the state legislature o f Ten
nessee from  such a d is tric t.

The companies are having a 
fie ld  day using the race issue 
against e ffo rts  of employes to 
organize. As reported in the Wall 
Street Journal, Feb. 6, a hosiery 
manufacturer at H igh Point, N.C.. 
sent employes a le tte r during an 
organizing drive. The le tte r in 
cluded the fo llow ing masterful 
piece of hypocrisy: “ A ll over the 
'South today there is deep con
cern. on the question of ra 
cia l segregation versus in tegra
tion. . . This company docs not 
consider tha t i t  is appropriate 
fo r  the company' to influence you 
one way or another on th is deep 
and v ita l issue. But the unions

have taken and are taking ia 
very extreme position on this 
m atter.

“ You are entitled to know,”  the 
le tte r continues, “ and you should 
understand, tha t the organizers 
are misleading you and deceiving 
you when they pretend tha t the 
unions are neutral on this m at
ter. The actual tru th  is th a t the 
unions are ¡working day and 
night, and pouring out the money 
which they collect in  dues, in  an 
e ffo rt to elim inate segregation 
and to bring about integration 
in the schools and elsewhere be
tween the white people ‘and the 
colored people as rap id ly  and 
completely as possible.”

In  a union election in W ilm ing
ton, N.C., an o ffic ia l of the Spof- 
fo rd  M ills  sent a le tte r to the em
ployes: “ You m ay have noticed 
in the newspapers tha t the A FL- 
CIO at ■ its  recent convention 
took $75,900 of the dues paid to 
i t  by the people w'ho are its  mem
bers and gave th is  money to the 
NAACP, whidh is the organiza
tion aggressively w orking fo r  the 
w ip ing out o f a ll racial segrega
tion, both in schools, manufac
tu rin g  plants and elsewhere.”

WCC TACTICS
The token aid the union move

ment has been compelled to give 
to the c iv il rights struggle is 
thus thrown at union organizers. 
A ttem pting  to duck the segrega
tion  issue, the labor bureaucrats 

(Continued on page 4)

feiJdal monarch, Ibn Saud? The 
answ’er is th a t both Saud and 
U.S. capita lism  are funda
m entally opposed to the revolu
tionary  struggles o f the A rab 
masses fo r  economic and political 
progress, fo r  an end to economic 
exploitation by foreigners, fo r  
the opportunity to  develop the ir 
own national resources fo r  the ir 
own benefit.

Saud’s “ nationalism”  is based 
on hatred fo r  Israel and a 
dynastic feud w ith  the Hashemite 
rulers o f Jordan and Iraq  who 
were put in power by the B ritish . 
This, plus the fa c t th a t he is a 
puppet of U.S. o il corporations 
ra ther than B ritish  ones, ac
counts fo r  his occasional opposi
tion to B ritish  im perialism  in 
recent years. H is class position, 
however, is proving stronger than 
his fa m ily  feuds. A t  the Wash
ington talks Saud was brought 
together w ith  Iraq ’s Crown 
Prince Abdullah who together 
w ith  Lebanon’s Foreign M in ister 
Jacob M a lik  had previously an
nounced support o f the Eisen
hower Doctrine.

U.S. diplomats prepared the 
Washington v is it in hopes tha t 
“ Saud would conclude th a t he 
had more in common w ith  K ing  
Faisal o f Iraq, who is also rich 
in oil, than w ith  President 
Nasser, who represents a revo
lutionary, anti-feudal movement 
in the Arab world tha t m ight 
one day bring  down the Hashe- 
mites and the ¡Sauds as well,”  
says the Jan. 31, N . Y . Times.

SAUD’S TROUBLES

I t  is mass unrest in the ir own 
countries which these ru lers fear 
most and against which they 
exjpeot U.S. arms to protect them. 
P art of the agreements concluded 
w ith  Saud on his Washington 
tr ip  was the five-year extension 
o f the lease fo r  the U.S. bomber 
base a t Dhahran. In  re tu rn  fo r 
the lease Saud1 is to  receive an 
estimated $50 m illion  in  U.S. 
m ilita ry  equipment, services 
and tra in ing  to maintain “ in 
fernal security.”

The maintenance of the 
“ security”  of his feudal regime 
is becoming increasingly d iff ic u lt 
fo r  Saud. The extraction o f o il 
in  A rabia, according to the Jan.

31 N. Y. Times, has not only 
made “ Saudi A rab ia ’s sheiks and 
princes rich, but i t  has begun 
to develop a po litica lly  conscious 
middle class in the towns . . . 
the Arabian-American O il Com
pany workers have begun to 
develop po litica l consciousness.”

WORKER UNREST
Saud has been facing increas

ing unrest from  these workers. 
“ Last June,”  according to the 
Jan. 23 Time Magazine, “ 4,000 
workers struck a t ARAMCO ju s t 
before Saud paid a fo rm al v is it, 
greeted him shouting o f ‘oppres
sion’ by fore ign im perialists. 
Saud’s police beat several demon
strators to death w ith  palm 
stems.”

The U.S. State Department 
finds support fo r  the Eisenhower 
Doctrine from  the Saud’s and 
Faisals, because these elements 
are least sensitive to the w ill of 
the A rab masses who do not 
want to  exchange British-French 
domination fo r  th a t o f U.S. im 
perialism.

Reflects Will of Members 
To Win Right to Chart
Party's Political Course

By Harry Ring 
NEW YORK, Feb. 13 — Reflecting the will of Com

munist Party members to win freedom from the political 
dictation of tihe Kremlin, the party’s convention which 
ended here last n igh t rebuffed5^
K rem lin  e ffo rts  to  decide the
convention’s outcome. Moscow’s 
in tervention came, as i t  did in  
1945, through the medium o f a 
le tte r from  French CP leader 
Jacques Duclos which branded 
the stand o f the Gates w ing  of 
the party  leadership as a 
“ dangerous departure”  f r o m  
“ Marxism-Leninism .”

The Duclos le tte r followed an 
attack in the Feb. 3 issue o f the 
Moscow paper, Soviet Russia, 
which charged the Gates forces 
w ith  succumbing to the “ pres
sure o f bourgois ideology”  and 
lumped its  views w ith  those of 
John Foster Dulles in  typical 
S ta lin is t frame-up style.

D EN NIS SHIFTS
Apparently sensing a strong 

reaction by the delegates to the 
Duclos’ K rem lin-in  spired in te r
vention, P a rty  Secretary Dennis 
replied to the le tte r w ith  the 
declaration: “ Our decisions w ill 
he our own, made by the col
lective judgm ent of this con
vention, and based on OUR 
M arx is t understanding o f Am er
ican rea lity .”  Dennis, who, tried 
to play a balance-of-power role 
in  the in terna l conflict, had ap
peared in the days p rio r to the 
Convention to be blocking w ith  
the Foster w ing. H is stand 
against Duclos, however, pu t him  
in opposition to th a t w ing.

Foster, who ¡led the struggle 
to keep the CP ¡in jthe role j o (  a 
blind parro t fo r the Moscow line, 
asserted th a t “ th is  conveiltion 
should welcome the sag^ and

friend ly advice o f our French, 
comrades and others.”

The actual convention vote ex
pressing independence f r o m  
K rem lin domination came on the 
issue o f whether the pa rty  
should in te rp re t and apply 
“ M arxism -Leninism ”  or merely 
apply it. The Fosterite viewpoint 
was tha t the CP must l im it 
its e lf to applying the line la id 
down by the Soviet bureaucracy.

Presenting the m a jo rity  view 
of the resolutions committee, 
Gates - supporter Max Weiss 
Called on the convention to ap
prove a clause stating tha t the 
American CP upholds M arxism - 
Leninism “ as in terpreted”  by the 
party . The clause, he said, is an 
“ exp lic it declaration o f the inde
pendent and equal status of our 
pa rty  in  re la tion to a ll other 
parties in  the world Communist 
movement on matters of theory.”  
Such a step, he pointed out 
constituted a break w ith  the past 
when “ we ta c itly  assumed tha t 
the in te rpre ta tion  o f the p rin 
ciples o f Marxism-Leninism  as 
made by the Communist P a rty  
o f the Soviet Union was ipso 
facto valid and a ll th a t we had 
to do was to creatively apply 
the ir in terpretations to our con
ditions.”

A t  • a convention press con
ference, party  spokesmen re
ported th a t the stand o f “ in 
te rp re ting ”  M arxism  was adopt
ed by the convention by an ap
proximate two-to-one m a jo rity .

The convention elected 20 
members to a 60-memiber na- 

(Continued on page 3)

U. S. Target

E G Y PTIAN  PRESIDENT 
NASSER. As part o f its  drive 
against the national inde
pendence movement w h i c h  
makes him a power, W all 
Street is now wooing Middle 
East feudal leaders.

K AD AR

By Myra Tanner Weiss
.FEB. 11— At the tail end of 

the ¡meeting of the Executive 
Council of the AFL-CIO in M i
ami last week, plans were an
nounced for a large-scale cam
paign to organize 13 million 
white-collar workers. .Plans in
clude the placing ¡of 120 organ
izers into the field. There arc 
only about three ¡million white- 
collar workers at present in the 
AFL-C IO .

The organizing report was 
made by John L ivingston who 
had to ' rush through to enable 
Council members to catch their 
planes fo r  home. There was no 
tim e fo r discussion of the pro
posal apparently considered the 
least im portant made at the 
meeting. But i t  is clear the pro
posal is a substitute fo r the 
much-talked-of Southern organ
iz ing  drive tha t was promised 
when the A F L  and CIO .merged 
in December of l!)5o.

TOPS FEAR STRUGGLE
The fac t is tha t the Southern 

organizing drive collapsed w ith 
out ever really ge tting  started. 
W hy couldn’t  the top labor o f
fic ia ls  -deliver on the ir promise 
to organize the South ? Not be
cause they lacked money, le- 
sources or organizing personnel/ 
O f these things they have plenty. 
B u t to organize the South would 
mean a fig h t— a f ig h t against 
the te rro rism  of the W hite C iti-I

zens Councils and t-he Ku K lux 
Klan. And the AFL-C IO  o ff i
cials— labor bureaucrats tha t they 
are— don’t  like  to fig h t. They 
have no stomach fo r a real .strug
gle.

The white collar workers need 
union organization. Their liv ing  
standards, under constantly 
mounting in fla tion, have been on 
the decline. But the need to or
ganize the South is fa r more 
urgent. M illions of Negro w ork
ers áre already engaged in  a 
life  and death struggle fo r the ir 
c iv il rights. A ll logic would1 te ll 
union organizers tha t the place 
to begin is in the South. The 
militancy of the Negro people 
would supply a ready-made basis 
for an organizing campaign. On 
the other hand, if  the labor move
ment permits this fight to be 
defeated by the White Citizens 
Councils, the latter, in all their 
labór-hating fury, will dominate 
the South. Union organization 
will he blocked for a long time 
to come.

Lacking the kind of campaign 
tha t is needed to organize the 
¡South, the labor movement not 
only fa ils  to make progress, i t  
is losing ground. As II. L. M itch
ell, head of the A gricu ltu ra l 
W orkers Union said1, "Unless a 
program in itia ted  by the A F L 
OJO and the national and in te r
national unions is developed to 
expose the W hite Citizens Coun

cil's, fu tu re  organizing campaigns 
planned by the AFL-C IO  may

Hungary Gov’t Attacks 
Worker, Student Gains

FEB. 12 — The Kremlin’s puppet regime of Janos 
Kadar in Hungary is continuing a savage totalitarian on
slaught against the workers and youth of that country.

The regime announced Feb. 10®----------------------------------------------------
that all industrial workers would I
be paid solely by piece-work 
rates instead of fixed wages. To 
enforce this reactionary meas
ure, plans are being laid for the 
creation of armed factory guards 
to “maintain order” among the 
workers. Coming on the heels of 
the recent Kadar decree estab
lishing the death penalty for 
strikers, these moves mark a re
turn to the vilest features of 
the Stalinist labor code.

Tram pling  fu rth e r on the na
tional aspirations of the H un
garian people, the regime has 
also indicated its in tention to re
establish compulsory Russian in 
struction in the school- system.

According to the Feb. 11 New 
Y ork Times, the M in is te r o f Edu
cation explains th a t i t  w il l be 
necessary to “ delay”  carry ing 
out the recent law  abolishing 
such compulsory instruction be
cause of a lack of teachers of 
western languages. He did not 
indicate what way the two were 
connected.

‘DANGER’ OF CONCESSIONS
Desperate e ffo rts  to Crush 

mass revolutionary o-pposition is 
apparently focusing on the na
tion ’s youth. A  Feb. 8 Reuters 
dispatch reports tha t the o ff i
cial CP paper. Nepszabadsag. has 
suggested tha t children be raised 
in special “ children’s towns”  so 
tha t they could “ grow up in a 
healthy way of th ink ing  and be 
taught socialist patrio tism  and 
discipline in a conform ist at
mosphere.”

To bolster the drive against 
the youth, i t  is reported th a t in

a m ajor Budapest h igh school 
the teachers have been summon
ed to a lecture by the police on 
the subject, "H ow  to deal w ith  
the counter-revolutionary beha
v io r of children.”

The over-all perspective of the 
regime was expressed in a pub
lic speech of one of its members, 
Gyuta Kallai, in Budapest. He 
declared: “The present state of 
emergency will continue until 
we have finally crushed the 
counter-revolution. . . The revo- 

. lutionary government has decid
ed that no concessions shall be 
made since concessions, however 
small, would result in greater de- 
mands and lead to a new Oct. 

I 23.”
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^An Open Letter 
To M y SP Friends

By J. J.

Boston Radicals Present Their Views 
On Socialist Regroupment in the U. S.

January 24, r957
Editor:

W ith  a nation-w ide committee 
o f tw enty financing members 
(undoubtedly much more by now, 
as th is  was a t last count) and 
many more contacts throughout 
the country from  National 
Guardian ad's, the Rev. Hugh 
Weston (31 Main St., Saugus, 
Mass.) as Temporary Organizing 
Secretary and myself, a 22 year 
old industria l worker, as Tem
porary Organizing Chairman, 
hope to create a United Social
is t A lliance as a medium th a t the 
various L e ft groups can use fo r  
regrouping towards the eventual 
goal o f one single socialist party. 
The UJS.A. is not to be a new, 
r iva l organization, bu t one tha t 
w ill w ork w ith  the d iffe ren t 
groups and be a bridge between 
them.

W hat would be best in it ia lly  
is i f  the d iffe ren t groups would 
a ff ilia te  w ith  the USA organic
a lly  and thus make i t  in to  a fed
eration. Our doors are open to 
anyone o f socialist persuasion 
and we have no hide-bound pro
gram and' conceited leaders tha t 
everyone m ust bow to. The pro

gram is to be formed by the rank 
and file  membership itself.

Rev. Weston has proposed fo r 
adoption a program o f advocat
ing  a Labor P arty  and support
ing w orking people everywhere 
against the ir oppressors no m at
te r what label the oppressors go 
by; of supporting the AFL-C IO  
against tire cap ita lis t monopolies; 
the rank and f i le  union mem
bers against the MacDonald and 
Meany bureaucrats; supporting 
the Polish, Hungarian, Yugoslav 
and other Eastern European 
w orking classes against Russian 
domination; the Soviet people 
against the Khrushchev and Mol
otov bureaucrats; and so fo rth . 
A t  the same time the social gains 
in favo r of the people of any 
economic system should be de
fended. In  essence, unreserved 
support of democracy everywhere 
and in every instance. However, 
th is  is no iron-bound dogma and 
i t  is up to the rank and file  to 
decide.

The USA movement is neces
sa rily  loosely formed by its  very 
nature. We do not intend to be
come an entrenched ins titu tion  
bu t ra ther a temporary medium

towards a better th ing , namely, 
a new pa rty  of the American 
type, program m atically drawing 
upon the best features of the 
present groups and re jecting  the 
negative features.

Th is country needs a broad 
L e ft movement, centered on a 
revolutionary party, tha t can en
te r the mainstream o f the mass 
labor movement. None of the 
small groups representing the 
L e ft at present are adequate fo r 
the job. A lm ost all are too nar
row, or i f  not that, are not so
cia list a t a ll, like  the SP and 
SDF. We need a movement in 
which a llf the present groups can 
have free in terp lay w ith  each 
other, work together on common 
aims and discuss theoretical’ and 
practical differences in a friend
ly  and1 leisurely way, w ithou t the 
recrim inations and bitterness 
tha t have marked1 the L e ft in 
the past.

Rev. Weston and I  would1 like 
to see various leaders of the L e ft 
oni our national committee, such 
as Bert Cochran and H arry 
Braverman of the “ American. .So
c ia lis t”  magazine, Max Shacht- 
man and James P. Cannon, Scott

‘I Am a Stalinist’ Says Khrushchev
A  viyid, though vulgar out

line of the latest Kremlin 
attitude toward Stalin was 
acted out by Khrushchev and 
Bulganin, rather in the style 
of a burlesque comedian and 
his straight man, at last 
month’s Moscow reception for 
Chinese Premier Chou En-lai. 
An Associated Press dispatch, 
Jan. 17, reported i t  as fol
lows:

“M r. Khrushchev grabbed a 
microphone to declare that he 
is a Communist.

“ ‘But some (people say you 
are a Stalinist,* - S o v i e t  
Preimer Nikolai A. Bulganin 
interjected.

“ ‘I  am a Stalinist/ Mr. 
Khrushchev asserted, ‘But I  
don’t  separate Stalinism and 
Stalin from communism. As 
a Communist fighting for the 
interest of the working class, 
Stalin was a model Com
munist. . .

“ ‘We have criticized Stalin/ 
he continued. 'We s t i l l  
criticize him, and1 (f  neces
sary we w ill do it again. But 
we do not criticize Stalin as 
a bad Communist as far as 
the interests of the working 
classes are concerned.

“ ‘Stalin had his bad points. 
Lenin saw them before we did 
and pointed them out. They 
were borne out. The defects 
were bad. But in things that 
counted, that is, the interests 
of the working class, God 
grant that every Communist 
should fight for the interest 
of the working class as Stalin 
did.’

“. . . M r. Khrushchev, fla il
ing his arms while hiB listen
ers laughed and applauded, 
continued his defense of 
Stalin and rejected Stalinism 
as a term of abuse. Marshal 
Bulganin tried to get him 
away from the microphone, 
but he kept speaking.”

Chinese Prem ier Chou En-lai ( le ft )  at the 1955 Bandung Conference w ith  the Indonesian 
Prim e M in ister Sastroamidjojo. Chou is now touring the colonial countries in a new bid fo r 
politica l and diplomatic support to  the Chinese government. Previously he visited the USSR, 
Poland and Hungary to help shore up the rule of the Krem lin bureaucracy as it suffered heavy 
Mows at the hands o f the Hungarian and Polish workers who demand national independence 
and socialist democracy.

REGROUPMENT 
PAMPHLET

The ¡Statement o f the Na
tional Committee of the So
c ia lis t Workers Party on the 
Regroupment o f Revolution
ary Socialist Forces in the 
United States w ill soon ap
pear in pamphlet form . I t  was 
in it ia lly  published in the Feb. 
I I  issue o f the M ilitan t.

Chinese CP Balances Stalin’s 
‘Achievements’ and ‘Mistakes’

By George Lavan
The new line adopted by the 

Kremlin almost two months ago 
has been variously dubbed as “re 
Stalinization,” “neo-Stalinisft,” 
“a return to Stalinism,” etc. This 
line was launched in agreement 
with the leaders of the Chinese 
Communist Party. Indeed, the 
“theoretical” base for it appeared 
on Dec. 29, in the lengthy state
ment entitled “More ott the His
torical Experience of Proletarian 
Dictatorship,” issued by the Chi
nese CP Political Bureau.

The preceding M ilita n t article 
(in  the .Feb. 4 issue) dealt w ith  
the basic premise of th is docu
ment—the subordination of all 
conflicts in  the Soviet bloc to 
support o f the Kremlin, bureau
cracy— and its  immédiate applica
tion  to  Hungary and Yugoslavia. 
Notv to  be considered is its 
evaluation or re-evaluation of 
S talin and Stalinism.

THE CATEGORIES
The document is  libe ra lly  

sprinkled w ith  references to  Sta
l in ’s “ m istakes/’ arid i t  places 
them in  the fo llow ing  cate
gories:

Violation of “socialist demo
cracy” : Sta lin  m istakenly sharp
ened the class struggle inside the 
USSR a fte r classes hostile to So
cialism had ceased to  ;be a threat, 
whereas in  th a t phase o f 'Soviet 
development democratic methods 
o f adm inistration can grow, laws 
can be “ normalized”  and bureau
cratic tendencies overcome.

Violation of the rights of na
tionalities: iStalin tended toward 
“great power chauvinism and he 
lacked the s p ir it o f equality . 
sometimes he even interfered in
correctly in  the in terna l a ffa irs  
o f some of the fra te rna l countries 
and fra te rna l parties with many 
grave consequences.”

Personal arbitrariness: He “ pre 
sented unfounded accusations 
against many devoted Commun
ists and good citizens and tha t 
resulted in grave damage.”

While the above categories cov
er most, but not all, of the 
charges brought against Stalin 
by Khrushchev iri his famous 
speech to the 20th Congress, 
there is a tremendous difference 
in tone and emphasis. The “mis
takes” are minimized and apolo

gized fo r. Thus the item about 
‘ ‘great power chauvinism”  is lim 
ited to some instances and pre
ceded by the assertion th a t he 
generally abided by in ternational
is t principles.
■ There is ho h in t here of Sta

lin ’s crim ina l destruction o f the 
equal association o f nationalities 
W ithin the USSR tha t Was estab
lished by the October 1917 Rev
olution; the mass' deportations of 
whole nationalities; the encour
agement o f anti-Semitism.; the 
ru ling  o f the East European 
countries by puppets, whom he 
set up and purged a t w il l;  nor 
o f the s im ila r way in which be 
converted the Communist Parties 
o f the cap ita lis t nations in to  d i
plomatic pawns.

'Stalin’s vio lation 8 f  “ socialist 
democracy”  is a ttribu ted  to a 
“ m isunderstanding”  of Marxism 
as i t  applies in  the period a fte r 
the disappearance o f the old ru l
ing  classés. H is arbitrariness is 
éXplaihod by his becoming "iso
lated from  the masses.”  H is mon
strous' purge and frame-up sys
tem under which m illions were 
murdered or sent to concentration 
camps is passed o ff  as “ present
ing unfounded accusations,”  and 
éveil th is  is preceded by the 
apoTOgy th a t he ju s tly  liquidated 
“ counter- revolutionaries.”

FURTHER EXCUSES
In  addition to m in im izing and 

softening thé charges against 
Stalin, the Chinese present nu
merous general excuses fo r  him. 
For example: some o f S ta lin ’s 
mistakes stemmed from  condi
tions in the  USSR; others from  
the inexperience inevitable in the 
f ir s t  workers state; other leaders 
could have made the same errors 
since they had historic and social 
roots; despite errors, S ta lin  “ cre
a tive ly  applied and developed 
Marxism-Leninism . . . expressed 
the w ill o f the people” ; he was 
“ a great and' steadfast”  Com
m unist who led the 'Soviet Union 
to great “ accomplishments” ; his 
tragedy was tha t even w hile mak- 
bis “ mistakes”  he believed tha t 
w hat he was doing was best fo r 
the w orking class.

Therefore, the Chinese conclude 
'Stalin and those who made sim
ila r  “ mistakes”  must be treated 
“ as comrades not as enemies.”

None o f these excuses fo r  Sta-

lin  hold lip under examination. 
Conditions in  the USSR and the 
inexperience in the f ir s t  workers’ 
state also produced opponents of 
S ta lin ’s “ mistakes.”  His faction 
expelled them from the party  as 
in the case o f the Trotskyist 
L e ft Opposition and, when the 
power had been consolidated, 
murdered, imprisoned or te rro r
ized in to  silence a ll opponents 
o f the “ mistaken”  policies.

The Chinese say tha t the errors 
should be leniently viewed be
cause they had “ social and his
torica l roots.”  But the policies 
of all d ictators have “ social and 
h istorical roots.”  This neither ex
plains nor jus tifies ’ them. W hat 
were these social and historical 
roots? Were they progressive or 
reactionary? By dodging a seri
ous examination o f the roots of 
Stalinism, the Chinese document 
serves only as a whitewash of 
it.

The .'Soviet Union certainly 
made great progress— but despite, 
r o t  because o f Stalin. The record 
shows tha t he b itte r ly  resisted 
planning and industria lization as 
“ T rotskyism ”  un til economic col
lapse of Soviet economy forced 
bim  to undertake it .  Soviet prog
ress is h a lf or less what i t  would 
have been had not the bureau
cratic oligarchy, protected by 
Stalin, plundered and misman
aged. ¡At the 20th Congress 
Khrushchev cited examples of 
disasters on the economic and 
m ilita ry  fie lds brought about by 
S ta lin ’s gross ignorance and 
caprice.

Rather than contribu ting  to 
Marxism-Leninism, Stalin per
verted and prostitu ted i t  to  op
portunistic ends. ¡Suppression of 
much of Lenin’s w rit in g  and the 
crass, self-serving re -w riting  of 
h is to ry are examples of h is a t
titude toward Marxism.

PSYCHOLOGICAL JUDGMENT
As fo r  the Chinese leaders’ 

psychological judgment tha t Sta
lin  meant well, there is ample 
evidence to show tha t he meant 
i l l— tha t he was a sadist. But 
th is  is a m inor consideration. H is 
a ttitude towards the workers is 
best measured by the number o f 
secret police he put over them. 
That ¡in defending his power and 
the privileges o f the bureaucrat
ic oligarchy he had to  resist

Nazi imperialism is no more jus
tifica tion  of his rule than is the 
s im ilar fac t that, faced w ith  a 
union-busting drive of the em
ployers, a corrupt, tyrannical la 
bor bureaucrat in  th is country 
w ill f ig h t to preserve the union— 
the base of his power and p riv 
ileges.

In  the opening paragraph of 
th is artic le the terms “ re-Stalin- 
ization,”  “ neo-Stalinism,”  etc., 
were mentioned. They are not 
suitable descriptions o f what the 
Krem lin bureaucrats, w ith  the 
help o f the Chinese leaders, are 
try in g  to do. They are not try in g  
to restore Stalin to the position 
o f demi-God tha t he previously 
occupied in the propaganda f i r 
mament. This they realize is im 
possible. Khrushchev’s words at 
the 20th Congress cannot be 
erased. Though the speech has 
never been released to the Soviet 
public its  general content is 
known. The most tha t can be 
nttempted is to  tone down what 
has already been said and to 
stop fu rth e r revelations. Thus a 
more accurate description than 
“ re-Stalin ization”  would be —  the 
attem pt to stop de-Stalinization.

NO RETURN
I t  is impossible to go back to 

the old Stalinism  because the 
temper of the Soviet masses w ill 
not tolerate it. Indeed i t  was the 
growirfg dissatisfaction of the 
people o f the Soviet bloc tha t 
led the bureaucracy to t r y  to 
dissociate itse lf from  Stalinism 
at the 20th Congress. B ut the 
o ffic ia l downgrading of 'Stalin 
gave the masses a legal cover 
fo r  open expression of the ir op
position to the regime. In the ir 
daily ta lk , a t factory meetings, 
in  novels and on the stage popu
la r  pressure carried anti-S ta lin 
ism fa r  beyond the o ffic ia l fo r
mulations and in fa c t against 
Khrushchev and the other o ff i
c ia l “ in it ia to rs ”  of revelations 
and reforms. The tempo w ith  
which the process developed in 
Poland and Hungary threw Sta
lin ’s heirs in to  a panic. W ith  the 
aid of the Chinese CP leaders, 
they hope to slow down and stop 
the process by slowing down and 
choking o ff its  verbal manifesta
tion. The fie ld  of h is to ry is 
strewn w ith  the wreckage o f sim
ila r  attempts.

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent
Cleveland $ 420.00 250.00 60
Newark 240.00 100.00 42
Chicago 1(560.00 650.00 42
D etro it 1 ,000.00 407.00 41
Boston 600.00 205.00 34
Y’oungstown 300.00 100.00 33
B uffa lo 2 ,100.00 600.00 29
New Y ork 5,000.00 1,392.10 28
Milwaukee 250.00 70.00 28
Tw in Cities 1,584.00 383.50 24
Philadelphia 480.00 79.00 17
St. Louis 80.00 10.00 13
Los Angeles 4,000.00 450.00 11
Allentown 102.00 10.00 10
Akron 140.00 _ __
Oakland 240.00 — _
San Francisco 800.00 _ _
Seattle" 360.00 — _
General — 75.00 —

Totals through Feb. 13 19,256.00 4,781.60 25

Party-Building Fund Gets 
$100 Pledge from South

By C. Farr 
P arty-Build ing Fund D irector

Branches of the Socialist Workers Party throughout, 
the country have pledged a total o f over $19,000 to the 
Party Building Fund launched by the recent meeting of 
the SWP National Committee.®------------------------------------------------ —
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Two Irons tn the Fire

(The fo llow ing le tte r was w ritten  Jan. 29, by a prominent 
fo rm er members of the Socialist Party in  Los Angeles. —  Ed.)
Dear Comrades:

I  have read w ith regret the outcome of the Socialist 
Party-Social Democratic Federation Unity Convention held 
in New York, January 18-21. The acceptance of the State
ment of Understanding as the programmatic guide foi* the 
merged organization should smash any hopes o f the SP’s 
left-w ing fo r a m ilitan t SP around which radical forces 
in  the U.S. could regroup.

The Statement of Understanding avoids any clear- 
cut stand against capitalism, but instead devotes itse lf to 
a tirade against communism. I t  lim its the independent 
SP-SDF electoral activity, and makes i t  easier fo r the 
membership to openly support capitalist candidates. A t 
the same time the statement makes more d ifficu lt, i f  not 
impossible, participation by the SP membership in dis
cussion, debate or jo in t action w ith  any organization not 
following the principles of the Second Intërnationâl.

Though I  have been an active member o f the SP fo r 
the past few years and have worked w ith  the left-w ing 
caucus, I le ft the Party when the Statement of Under
standing was passed. 'Other members of the left-w ing re
mained in the Party as à “ loyal opjtositiori.”  I  feel that 
the ir loyalty is misplaced.

The very structure of the U n ity  Convention was 
highly detrimental to any left-wing. F irst, i t  was held 
in  New York, the seat o f the right-w ing membership. 
Second, the delegates alloted to the SDF almost equaled 
the total membership they brought into the jo in t organ
ization. The SP representation was on a delegate to mem
bership ratio of less than one fo r 15.

More important, the small gains made by the le ft- 
wing at the more representative Socialist Pâfty Conven
tion held last June were negated 'by thé U nity Conven
tion. Resolutions passed at the June Convention ori stich 
important issues as foreign policy and civil rights wêre 
shelved in order to achieve unity w ith  the SDF.

•Such tactics, fo r the purpose of receiving recognition 
from  the Second International, do not deservè the respect 
o f the left-wing, let aloné the ir loyalty. For twenty years 
the SP and SDF have been try ing to get together. Doesn’t  
i t  seem strange that now in scarcely twenty weeks since 
the left-w ing raised its voice in the June convention, the 
SP-SDF unity is consummated?

The left-w ing’s program, however, deserves respect 
in that i t  has been consistently anti-capitalist and anti
imperialist. I t  has fought fo r civ il liberties foi* all and i t  
has opposed the right-w ing’s position on limited academic 
freedom and support of ‘necessary’ government screening. 
The left-wing has always supported the colonial revolu
tions and worked hard to get its Algerian, anti-Mollet 
resolution on the books before the U n ity . Convention.

I t  is clear that the left-w ing can make an effective 
Contribution only in a revolutionary socialist organiza
tion where the main foe is capitalism and not the Party’s 
reactionary leadership.

Only such an organization can successfully challenge 
the capitalist system in a day to day struggle, in the 
shops, schools, unions and neighborhood organizations as 
well as in the electoral field. I  am planning to jo in  the 
Socialist Workers Party, because I  feel that the SWP is 
the only organization which today is capable and w illing 
to Work fo r socialism on such a day to day 'basis.

I  do not feel that there is any conflict in  my joining 
the SWP and my working fo r a m ilitant socialist regroup
ment. Unlike leaders of the SP-SDF, Farrell Dobbs, in his 
speech, ‘Can the Le ft Unite?’ (see the Jan. 28 M ilitant) 
has stated that the SWP w ill participate fu lly  in  debates 
and discussions now' going on àmông the le ft forces. Fur
thermore he declared that the SWP Will Work with other 
radical organizations on such important issues as civil 
liberties and civil rights. This is a necessary first step 
toward régrouprtient.

I  do not expect other members o f the SP to consider, 
at this time, a sim ilar action. You have not had, as I  have, 
the many hours of discussion w ith members o f the So
cialist Workers Party. These discussions convinced me 
o f the party’s internal democracy and have helped me to 
understand th a t organization, its program and ideas.

I  hope that others w ill avail themselves o f any similar 
opportunity. I  would like to state tha t my Questions were 
always treated seriously and painstakingly answered, even 
when I  was considered a political opponent.

To my friends in the SP, I  can only add, do not take 
fo r tru th , second-hand characterizations o f movements or 
ideas. Do not remove yourselves, because of right-w ing 
pressure, from the vita l discussions now taking place 
among socialists everywhere. Discuss w ith everyone, study 
all sides so that you may take your righ tfu l place w ith  other 
sincere m ilitants in the struggle fo r a socialist future.

Nearing', Leo Huberman and Paul 
Sweeny of the “ M onthly Review,”  
V incent Hallman and C liffo rd  
McAvoy, and so fo rth , although 
no doubt we have to grow big
ger before these "names”  w ill 
jo in. We urge the McAvoy and 
the Koppersniith unity groups in 
New York C ity  to merge w ith 
eftch other and become the New 
Y ork  section of the national 
movement.

Another feature of a re inv igor
ated, broad socialist movement 
would be a single socialist party 
on the ballot, say, fo r example, 
fo r  I960, tha t could a ttrac t the 
over-a-m illiorr people th a t voted 
fo r  the Progressive and Socialist 
parties in 1948 and the ha lf-m il- 
lion-or-so people who have passed 
in and out o f the Communist 
P arty  in the past. In  other words 
we need a pa rty  tha t can a ttrac t 
a ll independent socialists pres
ently  dormant. Only th is kind of 
a pa rty  can b rin g  the socialist 
message to new thousands and 
become dominant in the great 
movement of labor. Only a party 
tha t combines ste rling  revolution
ary principles w ith  a wide, broad
minded outlook and the tactics 
o f combining the basic program 
of Socialism w ith  tha t o f im 
mediate demands can Wrest the 
broad ranks of the American 
w orking class from  the Meanys 
and Becks, replace the Democrat
ic Party  w ith  ‘a Labor Party, do 
the job tha t is needed. O f course, 
th is is  no fin a l “ take i t  or leave 
i t ”  doctrine but the opinion of 
an individual. As H allinan said 
in his le tte r to the M ilitan t, 
quoting Cromwell’s “ Apothegm 
to the B ritish  Parliam ent” : " I  
beseech you, by the bowels of 
Christ, to conceive tha t you may 
possibly be wrong.”  I concede 
th is on my views.

Sincerely,

George Larrabee
RFC Southampton Rd.
Westfield, Mass.

Taking note of the marked growtih 
o f interest in the views and ac
tiv ities  o f the SWP manifested 
in the recent presidential elec
tion campaign and the increasing 
derfiand fo r  T ro tsky is t lite ra tu re  
fo llow ing  the Khrushchev revela
tions on the “ S talin cu lt,”  the 
SWP National Committee issued 
a call Yo a ll friends and sup
porters to  contribute to  the 
special Party-Bu ild ing  Fund.

I t  is especially heartening to 
record the receipt of a $100 
pledge to  the P arty  B u ild ing  
Fund from  a friend in  the Deep 
South. The many hundreds o f 
letters from  th a t area received 
by The M ilita n t d u r in g , the 
recent election campaign is tes
tim ony to  /the g row ing support 
Of the SWP program o f m ilita n t 
action to achieve fu l l  economic, 
politica l and social equality fo r 
the Negro people. The Party  
Building Fund w ill aid in; ca rry 
ing forward the politica l and or
ganizational ac tiv ity  in  the fie ld  
o f struggle fo r Negro equality.

The organization report sub
m itted to the recent SWP Na
tiona l Committee, meeting show
ed encouraging signs o f grow th 
and expansion in  a ll fie lds of 
pa rty  activ ity . The P a rty  Build
ing  Fund was launched to take 
fu l l  advantage o f these prom is
ing  new opportunities. To fu l
f i l l  the grow ing demand fo r 
M arx is t lite ra tu re  the SWP , is 
pro jecting an ambitious publica
tion  program  to make available 
many o f the outstanding works 
of Leon T ro tsky which have 
been long out o f p rin t. In  addi
tion, a series o f pamphlets on 
current and recent politica l 
events — The Revolution in 
Hungary and Poland, The Crisis 
in the Middle East, the Regroup
ment Discussion, the Crisis of 
W orld Stalinism, etc. —  have al-

ready been {published or are now 
in  the process o f publication.

On the electoral fie ld, the SWP 
proposes to carry fo rw ard  its  
po litica l campaign fo r  inde
pendent Working class politica l 
action. I^ocal Los Angeles is 
running a m ayoralty candidate, 
E rro ll Banks. Local New York 
recently nominated Joyce Cow
ley as SWP m ayoralty candidate 
fo r  the 1957 municipal elections. 
Other branches are now consider
ing  socialist electoral partic ipa
tion  in  the ir localities.

C LEV E LAN D  IN  V A N
A ll th is stepped-up a c tiv ity  

w il l  be fu r th e r accelerated by 
the prom pt fu lf il lm e n t of the 
i m p o r t a n t  P arty  - Build ing 
Fund. We are sure tha t readers 
of the M ilita n t w ill w ant to 
make the ir contribution to the 
build ing o f a revolutionary so
cialist. movement in th is coun
t r y  by sending the ir donations 
to the SWP P arty Build ing 
Fund, 116 U n ivers ity  Place, New 
Y ork  3, N. Y.

As the figures in tîie Fund 
Scoreboard show, the campaign 
is o f f  to a good start, w ith  25% 
of the pledges already paid by 
the SWP branches. Cleveland, 
w ith  60% o f its  quota in, is  w ell 
ahead of the 1 /3  mark, w ith  two 
months to go. This auspicious 
s ta rt indicates th a t the branch 
campaign directors are pressing 
fo r  regu lar weekly payments, 
spaced through the three months 
of the campaign. This method 
prevents a scramble to pay up at 
the last minute.

'Many o f the branches report 
tha t the prospects fo r increased 
membership and the many new 
friends of the Socialist Workers 
P a rty  assure tha t they w ill be 
able to meet the ir quotas in  fu l l  
and on time.
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Labor and the 5th Amendment
In  opposing the projected Congressional 

“ investigation”  of labor “ racketeering.”  
Carl Stellato, president o f the powerful 
Ford Local 600-UAW, has taken a stand 
that should be supported by every union
is t and every defender of civil liberties.

In the Feb. 2 issue of Ford Facts, Stel
lato declared: “ Senator McClellan is con
ducting a ‘probe’ o f alleged labor 
racketeering. . . His companions in this 
probe are Senator McCarthy and Senator 
Mundt — two anti-Union Senate leaders 
who have suddenly decided to protect the 
workers from the ir leaders. . . I f ,  as 
alleged, - racketeering does exist in some 
levels of the labor movement, I  am quite 
certain that labor can clean its own house. 
And labor certainly looks w ith a jaundiced 
eye when the enemies o f labor try  to do 
the job for us. We w ill be opposed to a 
‘labor investigating Roman Holiday’ which 
is so characteristic of anything Senator 
McCarthy has a hand in.”

Stellato’s statement comes as a timely 
and proper answer to the stand of UAW 
President Walter Reuther and the top o f
ficialdom of the AFL-CIO in support of 
such, a “ labor investigating Roman Holi
day.”  This stand was expressed in a reso
lution of the UAW International Ex
ecutive Board calling on Congress to 
“ authorize an appropriate Congressional 
committee to conduct an investigation . . . 
and expose . . . corruption in labor, in in
dustry and all other aspects of the 
problem.”

This invitation to the political represen

tatives o f Big Business to interfere in 
labor’s affairs can only encourage a 
McCarthy-itype smear of all unions. I t  w ill 
help lay the basis for fu rther government 
attacks on the rights of labor. An even 
more dangerous aspect of the AFL-CIO 
stand is its declaration that any union 
official who utilizes the F ifth  amendement 
against the Congressional probers should 
be automatically dismissed from his 
post. This stand must be characterized as 
a reactionary assault on Constitutional 
rights and a major assist to the witch- 
hunting drive against the B ill of Rights.

One of the principal aims of the Con
gressional probers is a new assault on the 
F ifth  Amendment. Just /as McCarthy’s 
previous “ investigations”  s p r e a d  the, 
poisonous concept of “ F ifth  Amendment 
Communists,”  so the present committee 
w ill carry on an insidious campaign' 
against “ F ifth  Amendement labor racket
eers.”  In this way the curtailment of civil 
liberties w ill be extended from the political 
to the trade union arena.

I t  is necessary to restate that the pur
pose of the F ifth  Amendment is to defend 
the rights of the innocent, and that every 
attack upon the unconditional r igh t of 
every citizen to its protection is an assault 
on the Constitution itself.

The stand taken by labor’s top hierarchy 
is a serious betrayal of the interests of 
civil liberties in general and of labor’s 
rights in particular. Every conscious 
unionist should work fo r its repudiation.

Revival of German Militarism

The Power to Declare War
The Eisenhower Doctrine, which would 

give the President authority to involve 
th is country in war in the Middle East 
on his own decision, met a flu rry  of 
resistance in the combined Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services Commit
tees. Senator J. W illiam Fulbright (D- 
A rk .), proposed to substitute fo r th is  
authorization a resolution endorsing Ad
ministration policy in the Middle East, a 
resolution that w'ould, however, lack the 
force of law. Fulbright’s proposal was 
defeated, Feb. 12, by a vote of 17 to 10.

Objection was also raised to the second 
part o f the Eisenhower Doctrine that 
would give the President up to $200 m il
lion to spend fo r special projects in the 
Middle East. Senator Harry F. Byrd (D- 
Va.) led the figh t against this section and 
was defeated by a vote of 17 to, 11.

In the course of the debate Secretary of 
State Dulles was sharply attacked. Sen. 
Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) charged that 
“ there is no more deceptive person in 
public life  than John Foster Dulles.”

Of most concern to the American peo
ple, however, is the Eisenhower demand 
fo r war-making power in the Middle East. 
Fulbright argued that granting the Presi
dent the sole decision to make war would 
“ strike dJown the Senate’s rights and 
duties in the conduct o f foreign affa irs 
as defined by 168 years of constitutional 
practice.”  He also said i t  would permit

“ naked executive power [to] rule the 
highest and most fateful interests of the 
nation.”  (N. Y. Herald Tribune, Feb. 12.)

Senator Fullbright’s appraisal of the 
constitutional problem involved in the 
Eisenhower Doctrine is correct. But we 
suspect it  was made with an eye to the 
next elections for little  concern has been 
evinced in the past fo r the protection of 
the Senate’s “ constitutional duties.”

The sole power of Congress to declare 
war was forgotten when Truman took the 
U.S. into the Korean civil war on his own, 
evading the constitutional obstacle by 
calling his move a “ police action.”  Then, 
two years ago, Congress gave up its 168- 
year-old war-making power to the Presi
dent when Eisenhower asked for authority 
to use troops in the Formosa Sti'aits 
dispute any time he wanted to.

The Senate has given the American 
people enough proof of its readiness to 
involve this country in war — without 
even waiting to examine the concrete 
circumstances of the conflict. I f  the “ con
stitutional practices”  of 168 years are to 
be changed, they should be changed in the 
other direction.. I t  should be made more 
d ifficu lt to make war instead of easier. 
The people alone, through referendum 
vote, should have the power to decide 
when and where and for what purpose the 
American youth are to be asked to 
sacrifice the ir lives.
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By John Black /
Two recent events h igh ligh t 

West Germany’s Chancellor Ade
nauer’s success .in his re m ilita r i
zation drive. On Jan. 21, con
scription went In to  effect, 0/nd on 
Jan. 24, Lieutenant General Hans 
Speidel ¡was ¡appointed to the post 
o f commander o f NATO ground 
forces in  Central tEurope.

The .Slpeidel appointment is the 
payoff to  Adenauer fo r  his in 
troduction o f the d ra ft in  the 
face o f strong German public op
position. The 350,000 young men 
who w ill be raised fo r  NlATO 
w il l  replace French and B ritish  
troops w ithdraw n from  Europe 
fo r  seryiee in other areas1—name
ly, A lgeria  .and the Middle East.

WORKERS HOSTILE
Tke rem ilita riza tion  o f West 

Germany and Adenauer’s sub
servience to NATO are opposed 
by substantial sections of the 
German population. Because of 
the hos tility  of the w orking class 
and especially the a ttitude of the 
youth, Adenauer has had to re 
trea t from  his previous aims. The 
period of army sendee was cut 
from  18 months to one year, and 
Germany’s NATO quota from  
h a lf a m illion to 350,000.

Emnid Institu te , a public opin
ion poll, ¡proved tha t a n ti-m ilita r
is t feeling is  on the increase in 
the recent period, iln  December 
1955, 159% o f the population op
posed m ilita ry  service. By July 
1956 the figu re  had risen to 65%. 
In  the ,age group o f 25-30 opposi
tion was 72%, ,and the industria l 
w orking class registered a 73% 
opposition. In fac t, (by July only 
5% o f a ll people 'actually ex
pressed any desire in  favo r o f 
service.

This grow ing opposition to re
m ilita riza tion  is fed ‘by the sus
picion harbored by many against 
the men surrounding Chancellor 
Adenauer. -Dr. O tto Brautigam, 
head of the key East-European 
section o f the Bonn Foreign Min-

Bach at the O ld  Stand

German munitions king[ A lfred  K rupp and his w ife, at tim e 
o f his release a fte r serving six years of a 12-year prison term  
as a war crim inal. His. vast industries were then restored to him. 
W ith  Germany now playing a key NATO role, K rupp and his 
fellow German capitalists are amassing huge new profits.

is try  was careless enough to keep 
a d iary of his wartim e exploits 
as H it lp r ’s special emissary on 
the mission of liqu ida ting  the 
Jews o f Poland- and the Ukraine. 
Reprints of his d ia ry , which re 
veal th a t he was “ glad to  have 
been able to carry- out his m is
sion,”  have been available.

Adenauer’s right-hand rtiati and 
special assistant, ’ Hans’ Globke, 
was the man who codified H it 
le r’s notorious Nuremberg racial 
laws. His accusers have produced 
photostats of h is  handwritten 
comments on the orig ina l d ra ft 
which indicate tha t he favored 
an even harsher in terpreta tion of 
the law.

Undoubtedly there is deep dis
com fort a t the thought of serv
ing under the command of fo r
mer S‘S troops, recently rehaibili-

tated as m ateria l fo r  Adenauer’s 
“ democratic”  army.

The Social Democratic Party 
has fa iled the tru s t placed in  i t  
(by the m a jo rity  o f the workers. 
The p a rty  program as ra tif ie d  by 
Convention bound the p a rty  to 
oppose rem ilita riza tion . B ut in 
¡Spring 1956, the righ tw ing  lead
ership of the party  assisted Ade
nauer in  amending the Constitu
tion  and thus made conscription 
possible. The tw enty le ft-w ing  
parliam entary ¡representatives 
who broke pa rty  discipline to 
vote lagainst these amendments 
are the heroes ¡of the Iparty ranks. 
Support fo r  them was ptrong 
enough to {prevent threatened dis
c ip lina ry  action.

The position o f the socialist 
youth organizations, the Falcons 
and the Socialist Student League,

o f the K a iser’s world conquest 
plans.

H it le r  placed Speidel h igh in 
the adm inistration o-f occupied 
France. By 1943 when the chances 
o f v ic to ry  looked bleak fo r  H it
ler, S/peidel and many other top 
m ilita ry  men thought to  save the 
s itua tion  through a “ Western 
orientation.”  These m ilita ry  ex
perts wanted to overthrow H itle r, 
make peace w ith  the Western 
cap ita lis t countries and thus gain 
a free hand to f ig h t the Soviet 
Union.

The p lo t fa iled and brought 
disaster to SpeideFs associates. 
General von K luge shot himself, 
Rommel took poison under pres
sure, and von Stuelpnagel was 
hanged. B u t Speidel survived’ the 
blood purge.

C AP ITA LIS TS  COCKY
The very f i r s t  in k lin g  of post

w ar rem ilita riza tion  finds h im rin  
the th ick of i t  and close to Ade
nauer.

The German cap ita lis t class 
rid in g  high on a spectacular post
w a r economic boom is crowing 
about the Speidel appointment. 
French and B ritish  newspapers 
voiced dismay th a t th e ir troops 
would have to serve under a 
German general. The cockiness of 
the resurgent German cap ita lis t 
class can be judged by th is  quote 
from  the “ General Anzeiger”  of 
Bonn: “ The B ritish  are aston
ished ¡and indeed irr ita te d  [that 
Germany, ja fte r* tw o lost wars 
and Incredible Josses, has again 
prospered and is energetically 
pushing In to  trad itiona l B ritish  
markets.”

U.S. Backing France in 
UN Debate on Algeria

By John Thayer
The U.S. government has re

vealed itse lf publicly as an en
emy o f the r ig h t o f a people to 
govern. themselves. I t  did th is on 
Feb. 6 when Henry Cabot Lodge, 
the U.S. representative in the 
United Nations, acting on orders 
from  Washington, declared U.S. 
support fo r French imperialism 
and against the A lgerian free- 
dom-fighters.

Commenting on Lodge’s action, 
the New York Times stated in an 
enthusiastic.,■editorial of Feb. 18, 
that, “ The United States has 
now backed France to the h ilt  
on the A lgerian  question" in the 
United Nations General Assem
bly. Ambassador Lodge’s in te r
vention on Wednesday gave the 
French everything they could de
sire.”

CLEAR TO A L L
Further confirm ation of the a ll- 
out character of the W hite 
House’s support of French co
lonialism  is given' by the Paris 
correspondent of the Times in 
the same issue, who reported1: 
"The statement o f Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Jr., spokesman fo r  the 
United 'States, in  the [U N ] Po
lit ica l Committee yesterday ex
ceeded French expectations. . . . 
The .French feared tha t Wash
ington ’s desire to conciliate the 
Arab world m igh t lead i t  to  take 
a lukewarm or neutral position 
in the United .Nations discus
sion.”  The most authorita tive 
newspaper of French capitalism, 
Le Monde, declared tha t the U.S. 
had “ expressed its e lf w ith  per
fect c la rity  and loya lty towards 
its French a lly .”

The U.S. action was a ll the 
more flag ran t because the pro- 
A lgerian resolution which Lodge 
denounced was extrem ely m ild 
and toothless. I t  called on the 
U N  to recognize "the r ig h t o f the 
people of A lgeria  to self-determ i
nation according to the principles 
of the UN C harter.”  Then i t  in 
vited France and the Algerians 
to begin immediate negotiations

to settle the ir differences and 
asked UN Secretary-General Dag 
Hammarskjöld to assist in  the 
negotiations and report back to 
the 1957-58 session on the UN on 
whatever progress had been 
made.

This resolution was sponsored 
by 18 A rab and Asian countries. 
Even its  opponents and the hos
tile  cap ita lis t press of the U.S. 
admitted tha t i t  was conciliatory 
in  tone and content. Yet i t  was 
anatjiema to  French, B ritish  and 
U.S. imperialism.

PHONY CONTENTION
The French im perialists take 

the position tha t neither the UN 
nor anybody else has even the 
r ig h t to discuss w hat they are 
doing in A lge ria  le t alone make 
recommendations about it. This 
was state'd by French Foreign 
M in is ter Christian Pineau, f i r s t  
speaker in  the debate-

Repeating the brazen argument 
tha t A lgeria  is not a colony but 
—  geography, na tiona lity  and 
ianguage, to the contrary not
w ithstanding —  p a rt of con
tinenta l France, he declared the 
proceedings were an interference 
w ith  the domestic a ffa irs  of 
France and therefore forbidden 
by the UN Charter. Keeping a 
s tra igh t face, U.S. representa
tive  Lodge endorsed th is by s ta t
ing : “ We are also opposed to pro
posals which we believe constitute 
intervention in matters essential
ly  w ith in  the domestic ju risd ic 
tion o f France.”  ,

Pineau painted a g low ing pic
tu re  of the marvellous plans 
French imperialism had fo r  A l
geria and its other A frican  col
onies. I t  would b ring  “ com fort 
and riches”  to the A lgerians i f  i t  
was only le f t  alone to ca rry  out 
its  wonderful and unselfish aims.

A  f i t t in g  rejoinder to these 
pie-in-the-sky promises was made 
by the .Syrian representative. He 
recounted how in the 127 years 
since the French invaded and 
conquered A lgeria  the people 
have been robbed and exploited

by the French settlers (colons) 
and corporations. The liv ing  
standard of the A lgerian people 
is lower today than before the 
French came. The average A lge
rian lives on a diet of 1,500' calo
ries per day which is one-half 
tha t norm ally needed by adults1. 
Many A lgerians support fam ilies 
of six on a yearly income o f $47 
w hile  the French colons —  who’ 
have taken a ll the best land from  
the native people —  on the aver
age have a higher standard of l iv 
ing than a Frenchman in France 
w ith  a yearly income of $21,000. 
Under French rule 50% of A l
gerian children die before the age 
of five.
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countries thoroughly exploded all 
the im peria lis t arguments and 
the claims that the French sought 
a peaceful solution in  A lgeria. 
They exposed the French “ offer”  
of cease-fire followed by elec
tions by po in ting out tha t the 
A lgerians were ready fo r a' cease
f ire  i f  France declared th a t i t  
recognized the r ig h t qf the A l
gerians to self-determination. As 
fo r elections, these should not be, 
as the French proposed, mere mu 
nicipal elections or even the send
ing o f some Algerians to  the 
French parliam ent but the elec
tion w ith equal votes— heretofore 
the vote of one colon was worth 
eight A lgerian votes—o f an A l
gerian government to negotiate 
as an equal w ith  France.

A  feature o f the debate was 
the introduction of red-baiting. 
This tactic, possibly worked out on 
the advice o f th« U.S. ¡State De
partment, was to bamboozle the 
American public in to  believing 
th a t the A lgerian independence 
movement is secretly directed by 
the Communist P arty  and tha t 
i f  the French im perialists were 
forced out then N orth  A frica  
would be taken over by the 
USSR.

The fac t is tha t the powerful 
French Communist P arty  does 
not favor A lgerian national in 
dependence. In  parliam ent its 
members voted fo r  the measure 
under which M olle t has sent 600,- 
900 troops to put down the A l
gerians. Only in  recent months 
have the CP deputies been vo t
ing against the savage repressive 
measures.

In  A lge ria  itse lf one o f the big 
struggles on the independence 
movement was to build  a trade 
union federation dedicated to  the 
independence struggle. E xisting  
unions were in the Stalin ist-do
minated OGT which was accord
ing ly  lukewarm about A lgerian 
independence. The French rulers 
tried  unsuccessfully to  prevent 
the. build ing o f a pro-independ
ence union movement by declar
ing a ll unions other than the CGT 
illega l.

(Continued from  page 1)
tional committee, w ith  the re
m aining 40 to be added by state 
conventions during the next six 
weeks. W hile there is no t suf
fic ien t in form ation available fo r  
a comprehensive evaluation of 
the election results, a number 
of noteworthy features are ap
parent.

A  substantial number o f 
delegates apparently did not con
sider themselves committed to 
c ithe r the Gates or Foster wings 
of the leadership and a large 
measure o f healthy suspicion 
was expressed against both. 
Thus, the f ir s t  fo u r places w ent 
to d is tr ic t pa rty  leaders includ? 
ing some v ir tu a lly  unknown na
tionally. Top vote ge tter was 
little -know n Charlene Alexander 
o f Los Angeles, w ith  210 1 /3  
votes. (There were a reported 
298 delegates at the conven
tion .) Seven of those elected are 
Negroes, indicating a desire o f 
the convention fo r  maximum 
Negro representation regardless 
of factional viewpoint.

Dennis found h im self in sixth  
position w ith  174 votes. Foster 
followed w ith  172. The most 
prom inent leaders o f the Gates 
faction fared even worse than 
Dennis and Foster in  the number 
o f votes received. Gates ran  six
teenth w ith  129 1 /3  votes, while 
¡New Y ork  S tate Chairman 
George Blake Chamey squeezed 
through in last place w ith  115 
2 /3  votes.
REFORMIST PROGRAM

A t the same tim e the conven
tion rejected by a vote o f 140 
to 80 a motion by Foster to 
suspend the rules to  elect a 
tw e n ty -firs t member who was 
nosed out by Charney by one 
th ird  o f a vote.

As anticipated, the convention 
endorsed the re form ist politica l 
line o f the D ra ft Resolution of 
the National Committee. Its  
main planks are “ peaceful co
existence,”  support to  the Demo
cratic party and support to  the 
o ffic ia l leadership o f the labor,

libera l and Negro movements.
The ho tly  disputed Gates 

.proposal to  convert the p a rty  
in to  a “ po litica l association”  
was w ithdrawn p rio r to the con
vention as a “ u n ity ”  move, and 
the convention rea ffirm ed con
tinued existence- o f the organiza
tion as a party . Gates was con
ceded the r ig h t o f possible 
fu tu re  discussion o f the issue in  
the national committee.

A resolution was adopted 
embodying a concilia tory stand 
toward social democracy.

Both Foster and Dennis- 
restated th e ir stand th a t the 
Hungarian revolution was an im 
peria lis t-insp ired “ counter - revo
lu tion .”  The Gates w ing  o f the 
leadership, which had in it ia lly  
critic ized the K rem lin  role in  
Hungary, in  the D a ily  W orker, 
dodged any confrontation o f th is 
Vital issue at the convention.

The Convention also pu t its  
seal on the d ra ft resolution’s 
rejection o f authentic M arx is t- 
Len in ist theory on im peria lis t 
w ar and the nature o f the state. 
The resolution discards “ as ob
solete the thesis th a t w ar is 
inevitable under im perialism  . . . 
(and) the concept o f inevitable 
vio lent proletarian revolution.”

The f ir s t  point is  actually a 
rejection o f Lenin’s insistence on 
the need fo r a revolutionary, 
class-struggle po licy  as the only 
effective means to  combat im 
peria lis t w ar. The second point 
is  in  e ffect a re jection o f his 
thesis th a t the cap ita lis t state 
machinery must be replaced by 
a democratically-organized w ork
ers and fa rm ers government iln 
order to begin the build ing o f a  
socialist society. The convention 
resolution envisages instead a 
“ people’s anti-monopoly”  govern
ment, i.e., w ork ing  through the 
cap ita lis t state fo r  an indefin ite  
period in  the hope of effecting 
a subsequent “ trans ition ”  to  so
cialism. A ll o f th is  was also ac
ceptable to Foster who, in  the 
pre-convention discussion, had 
campaigned as a champion of 
“ M arxism -Leninism .”

L. A. Sobell Group 
To Show Film

The Los Angeles Sobell 
Committee announced that at 
their “Meeting For Justice” to 
be held at the Embassy Audi
torium on Friday, February 
22 —  Los Angelenos wlU see 
for the first time —  “Was 
Justice Done” —  new film  
material on the Rosenberg- 
Sobell case.

Speakers w ill include na
tional figures who will address 
the audience in behalf of 
justice for Morton SobelL 
The meeting will launch the 
national appeal to President 
Eisenhower, and supporters 
from all over this country and 
abroad w ill be announced. 
There will alBo be a report 
on the hearings before the 
Second Circuit Court of Ap
peals scheduled to take place 
momentarily in New York.

The growing sentiment con
cerning doubts in the Sobell 
case and question regarding 
his incarceration in Alcatraz, 
America’s Devil’s Island, 
makes this meeting a most 
significant event.
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jjlia'8 been to demand th a t the par
ty  take a stronger stand against 
the rem ilita riza tion .

Trade unionists under 21 are 
organized in  youth sections w ith 
in  the unions. They number over 
700,000. A t  the ir second national 
convention in the summer o f 1956, 
30,000 delegates v iv id ly  demon
strated the ir opposition to cap
ita lis t m ilita r ism  in  a defiant 
ra lly  and to rch ligh t procession. 
The stronghold of th is  movement 
is among the young miners from  
N o rth  Rhine Westphalia.

The left-w ingers and the youth 
introduced many resolutions call
ing fo r  mass actions against m il
itarism! at ihe Social Democratic 
P a rty  Convention of 1956.

press comments on Spei- 
del’s appointment to a-key post 
in  the West European NATO set
up stressed tha t he was cultured, 
educated and had b^en opposed 
to  H itle r. This bears some fu r 
the r examination.

E n te rin g 'th e  Kaiser’s army in 
1914, Speidel has no t been out of 
the arm y since. When the impe
ria l Reiehswehr collapsed, he en
tered the republican Reichswher. 
The long years fron t 1918 to 1933 
brought him  p a in fu lly  slow ad
vancement to f i r s t  lieutenant. 
O nly w ith  H it le r ’s seizure of 
power d id ¡Spe idol's career take 
a spectacular upward turn.

Speidel used the quiet years to 
take university courses in 'histo
ry and economics. jHis ¡doctoral 
thesis was an elaboration of the 
reactionary “dagger-in-the-back” 
legend, ¡which holds that i t  was 
the '“machinations” of ¡democratic 
politicians > and working class 
“sabotage” that ‘led ito the failure



Bosses I  Have Known (II)
By Ben Stone

The Smoke Watcher
I walked up to the gates of the u til ity  

company and approached the uniformed 
watchman on duty. He was a roly-poly, 
jolly-looking man. “ Can you direct me to 
the employment office?”  I  inquired.

“ How old are you?”  he asked.
“ Sixteen,”  I answered.
“ Do you have your working papei'S?”
“ Yes, I  do.”
“ Well, I ’ll let you in to f i l l  out an ap

plication form.”
He directed me to the employment o f

fice where I  duly filled out the applica
tion. The personnel manager told me they 
just had an opening for a young man, 
whose sole function would be to watch 
the smoke coming out of the four huge 
smokestacks on the roof. “ Your title  w ill 
be ‘Smoke Observer’ and the salary is $14 
a week,”  he added.

Since this was an imposing title  and 
the salary represented a $6 increase over 
my last job, I considered myself an ex
tremely fortunate young man and of 
course my family was elated when I  told 
them about it.

The title  was no longer so imposing 
when everybody jus t called me plain 
“ Smoky”  but the salary increase was real
ly tangible and something I  could hang 
on to.

The big plant was probably the largest 
supplier of electric power in the city. The 
power plant also transported its own coal 
into what is known as the “ Hell’s Gates”  
section of the East River and the giant

cranes could be seen hoisting in huge 
quantities of coal every day.

My job specifically was to observe the 
smoke coming out of the smokestacks and 
i f  i t  was too black to press a button which 
flashed down to the boiler room and more 
coal would be thrown into the roaring 
furnaces.

A fte r some weeks of performing my 
tasks very diligently I was given to un
derstand that I  should not press the but
tons so often. I finally got the idea and 
found myself w ith nothing to do.

So I found myself more often than not 
playing checkers w ith the switchboard 
operator, a blond young man some years 
my senior. We became quite friendly in 
spite of the fact that he found out I was 
Jewish, whereas his family had always 
been members of the Ku Klux Klan.

I soon became aware that I was one 
of the very few Jews employed by this 
company. The anti-Semitism was flagrant. 
The friendly watchman who had directed 
me to the employment office told me 
bluntly, “ I f  I had known you were Jew
ish, I never would have let you in.”  A  
subtler form of anti-Semitism was dis
played by a couple of fellows who kept te ll
ing me that they expected me to become 
a rich man some day.

One fine day I  was playing checkers 
w ith my Klan “ friend”  when in walked the 
d istrict supervisor and fired me on the 
spot. The perfect tim ing led me to suspect 
that i t  as a frame-up. A t any rate there 
was one Jew less working fo r that outfit.
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Birmingham Integration Fight

The Cardinal and 'Baby Doll'
‘‘Nothing; happens.”
Th is is what a Brooklyn la

borer, interviewed in L ife  Maga
zine, had to say about the con
troversial picture, liA B Y  DOLL. 
I ’l l  agree nothing happens along 
lines that, in  view of the sensa
tiona l denunciations- and public ity, 
he had been led to expect. There 
are a few moments when Baby 
D o ll breathes heavily and you 
conclude tha t she is passionately 
aroused, but there are fa r  more 
suggestive scenes in dozens of 
run-o f-the-m ill Hollywood film s. 
Baby Doll does not engage in any 
ex tra -m arita l sex or fo r  tha t 
m atter, any m arita l sex either. 
So the attack on the p icture  is a 
l it t le  puzzling. Just why does the 
Cardinal object?

VS. COMMUNISTS, TOO
H is blast a t BABY DOLL was 

only the th ird  time th a t Cardinal 
Spellman spoke from  the pu lp it 
of St. P atrick ’s Cathedral. In the 
f i r s t  instance, i t  was to attack 
communism and again, to de
nounce Hungarian Communists 
fo r  the imprisonment of Cardinal 
Mindzenty. Baby D oll’s labored 
breathing hardly seems in a class 
w ith  these subjects, yet he also 
tied i t  to the present Hungarian 
crisis. He prefaced his remarks 
by condemning the “ communists” 
in Hungary, then said tha t on the 
home fron t, too, he was “ an
guished by shocking news.”  “ I t  
is the moral and patrio tic  duty 
o f every loyal citizen,”  he contin
ued, “ to defend America not only 
from  dangers which threaten our 
beloved country from  'beyond our 
boundaries, but also the dangers 
which confront us a t home.”  He 
concluded tha t BABY D O LL “ is 
certain to exert a corrup ting  and

By Joyce Cowley
immoral influence upon those 
who see it . ”

W hile the Cardinal’s speech re
sulted in record-breaking busi
ness in New York C ity, the effect 
has been d iffe ren t in other cities. 
The Catholic Bishop in Albany, 
the Most Rev. W illiam  Scully, has 
ordered a «six-month boycott of 
movie houses showing the film . 
Ex-Ambassador Joseph Kennedy 
has banned i t  in a chain of New 
England movie houses that he 
owns. Providence, Rhode Island, 
w ill show BABY DOLL w ith six 
scenes deleted. In  Raleigh, N. C., 
it--is  being picketed, and i t  has 
been banned in Memphis and A t
lanta.

In these ¡Southern cities, the 
ban is probably not due to Cath
olic influence. There is another 
aspect of the picture" which has 
not been making headlines— i t  is 
a g rim ly  realistic view of South
ern life . E lia  Kazan said tha t he 
made BlAlBY DODL “ to get on 
f ilm  w hat I  feel about the South,”  
which no one would have guessed 
from  the advertising or from  
“ moral”  appraisals of the film .

SHOWS NEW  NEGRO
But Bishop W ater in Raleigh 

called i t  “ insu lting  to our South
ern region,”  and some of the cap 
tions in L ife ’s s to ry on the pic
ture are quite revealing. “ M EAN 
W H ITE—(The f i lm ’s whites are a 
poor and prejudiced lo t.”  “ MOCK
ING  N'EGItO—answers the boss’s 
snarls by laughing unfeelingly at 
his troubles.”  I t  also refers to 
“ scorned and scornful Negroes.”  
(M y ita lics '— scornful Negroes 
arc something new in the Mis
sissippi scene.)

The b igo try  of the white South
erner is depicted honestly. Baby 
Dolt herself,, slovenly and in fan 
tile , is an un inspiring specimen

More Deaths in Conn. 
Factory Building Fire

By David Dreiser
NEW HAVEN, Feb. 4 — The fifteenth victim  of last 

week’s Franklin Street factory fire  died today. Nine peo
ple died in the building and on the fire  escape on January 
24, the day o f the holocaust. Six
more have suffered lingering 
deaths in hospitals from  the ir 
burns.

Referred to as ‘‘Tinder Box 
A lley ,”  the Wooster Square area 
of New Haven is fille d  w ith  cen 
tury-o ld  structures. In  the last 
fifteen  years, 40 have died and 
over 70 have been in jured in fires 
in th is one neighborhood.

Although the immediate cause 
o f the fire  has not been deter
mined, the fo llow ing facts have 
been established: The building 
was buiflt in 1864 w ithout a steel 
beam in it .  The aged bare wood 
floo ring  and beams had become 
o il soaked fro ip  long factory use. 
There was no: sprink le r system. 
The fire  started in cartons of 
industria l trash piled carelessly 
near the f irs t  floo r elevator. The 
f ire  spread so rapid ly th a t three 
were dead before firem en ar
rived.

In  the face o f th is  description 
o f a v irtua l match box, State 
Labor Department offic ia ls, f ire  
offic ia ls, and other investigators 
have brazenly declared tha t 
“ panic”  was the main cause of 
the deaths. This charge has been

emphatically denied by survi 
vors. Anthony Lorico, a proprie 
to r of one of the dress shops said 
tha t they “ did not die because 
of panic, but because of a fa u lty  
f ire  escape.

“ The g irls  were not panicky,”  
he continued, “ they used the 
exits —  in orderly fashion. Those 
who le ft down the sta irw ay made 
the street easily. Those who used 
the f ire  escape were trapped. 
—  The section o f the f ire  escape 
leading to the ground was 
stuck.”

Samuel Janis, an o ffic ia l o f 
the International Ladies Gar
ment W orkers Union has said, 
“ We w il l  s trike  every garment 
shop in the area th a t does not 
go a ll out. to protect the safety 
of its  workers.”  This is a stand 
tha t should be supported, but 
to make i t  effective, the union 
should ' c learly dissassociate i t 
self from  the o ffic ia l charge of 
“ panic”  and make concrete de
mands fo r s tringent legislation 
including enforced replacement 
of buildings tha t cannot be made 
safe and f i t  fo r  people to work, 
in. |

By Henry Gitano <•/
“ We are determined to bring 

justice to the South. The cause 
is greater than the man. I f  the 
cause is ju s t and w orth  liv ing  
for, then certainly i t  is w orth 
dying fo r.”  This is the Rev. Fred 
L. Shuttlesworth speaking. He 
is one o f the dynamos behind 
B irm ingham ’s Alabama Christian 
Movement fo r Human Rights. 
“ My house was bombed and 
destroyed. The blast wasn’t  to ! 
warn me, but to k ill me, I am 
more determined than ever in my 
e ffo rts  against segregation.”  
Lev. Shuttlesworth’s home was 
demolished last Christmas day 
by a dynamite blast.

W A IT E D  TOO LONG
The 34-year old pastor whom I  

interviewed a t New Y ork ’s Hotel 
Theresa, was one o f the ACM HR 
founders. This organization was 
the bold reply o f B irm ingham ’s 
Negroes, three days a fte r the 
N AAC P was banned in  Alabama 
by an in junction on June 1, 1956. 
Eleven religious and civic lead
ers called a mass meeting fo r  
June 6.

The overflow  assembly adopted 
a declaration sta ting : “ We ex
press public ly our determ ination 
to press fo rw ard  persistently fo r  
freedom and democracy, and 
the removal from  our- society o f 
any form s of second-class citizen 
ship. We w ant a beginning now. 
We have already waited 100 
years.”

Rev. Shuttlesworth related 
how a conservative Negro leader 
(Rev. G. W. M u rray ) objected 
to a mass organization. “ The 
people wanted to throw him out. 
Voices like  his are few and fa r  
between. The average layman is 
as ready as I  am, to  sacrifice. 
The people ge tting  in to  it , th a t’s 
what made the movement. Those 
who are not w ith  us a t the 
beginning, they w ill catch up. 
Meanwhile we’re figh ting . When 
they do catch up, they can jo in  
us in the fig h t.”

I  asked the pastor about the 
new Southern Negro, strugg ling

REV. F. L. SHUTTLESW ORTH ( le ft) ,  leader o f B irm ingham 
bus desegregation battle  is shown w ith  unidentified friends a fte r 
the Christmas Day bombing o f his home by racists. He and his 
w ife and children escaped w ith  m inor in juries. The ir home was 
badly damaged by the bomb.

fo r  a better world. He replied: 
“ This should have been started 
years ago. B irm ingham ’s 260,- 
000 Negroes have arisen as one 
man — i t ’s amazing. I t ’s a 
spontaneous struggle of a people 
who w ant the ir freedom; you 
can’t  drown out the ir cries. The 
courage and devotion, the d ign ity 
w ith  which Negroes have waged 
this struggle is miraculous. There 
is a huge attendance a t our 
weekly Monday n igh t mass meet
ings. One 'Negro who suffered 
from  a weak heart spoke a t the 
mass meeting. His last words 
were ‘do i t  now.’ He died la te r 
tha t evening. These fig h tin g  
parting  words exem plify our 
struggle.”

“ The Negro is proud to be

p a rt o f something tha t is good.1 
There is a new sense o f d ign ity. 
I t ’s ■» massive appeal fo r  our 
rights. Q uit saying libe rty  and 
justice fo r  a ll but me.”

To my question as to the 
ACM HR progress over the past 
seven months and what its  next 
steps would be, the m inister 
replied: “ We f ig h t segregation, 
period, amen, th a t’s righ t, .a ll 
over, anywhere. God is against 
sin; we’re against segregation. 
We sing: ‘And before I ’d 'be a 
slave, I ’l l  be buried in my grave, 
And go home to my Lord and be 
free.’ Then we go out and f ig h t.”  

The outspoken President o f the 
ACM HR elaborated: “ We’re only 
seven months old, but we mean 
business. We have three lawsuits
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i t —you have five  minutes to de
cide.”  Their b lu ff called, the 
segregators' caucused quickly and 
capitulated. They said, “ Never 
mind. We’l l  keep the Negroes.”

B u t e ffo rts  like  Christopher’s 
to stem the progress of the WCC 
by answering ultim atum  w ith u l
tim atum  are not enough to save 
the existing A FL-C IO  positions 
le t alone organize the unorgan
ized in the 'South. W hat is needed 
is a “ crash program”  to flood 
the .¡South w ith  serious, in te l
ligent lite ra tu re  on how the 
bosses p ro fit from  segregation 
and how the w hite workers suf
fe r from, liv in g  ' standards way 
■below the level of the nation as 
a result o f it.

W H AT SHOULD BE DONE
W hat is needed are radio and 

television broadcasts throughout 
the Southern states, exposing 
these racist ( hoodlums in the 
WCC. Hundreds of devoted union 
organizers are needed in  every 
m ajor Southern c ity  to counter 
the moves of the WCC. Inde
pendent po litica l action, a t least 
on a local level, should be organ
ized to  oust the racist from  con
tro l o f C ity and -State govern
ments.

A few m illion  dollars should 
be spent on lite ra ture  and broad
casts un til every man, woman

ACM HR filed su it last October 
against the Personnel Board fo r 
the r ig h t o f Negroes to  take 
C iv il Service examinations.

Discussing the role of violence, 
the Negro leader expressed his 
people’s lack o f fea r: “ They’l l  
have to bomb a ll our houses be
fore  we’l l  stop, and then we 
won’t  stop. The threats and 
blastings are the convulsions of 
a dying order, they express the 
frus tra tions  on the p a rt o f 
whites caught between the devil 
and the deep blue sea. I ’ve got 
only one life  and I ’l l  g lad ly give 
i t  fo r  th is  f ig h t.”

W ith  b itte r humor he asked: 
“ Isn ’t  i t  strange th a t they can’t  
find  loose dynamite, tha t there 
are no arrests a fte r bombings. 
I t ’s almost as i f  i t  were winked 
at. P a rticu la rly  when, hunting 
fo r  whiskey, they find  i t  ju s t like 
tha t.”  The m in ister snapped his 
fingers to demonstrate w ith  
w hat rap id ity  local authorities 
locate bootleg whiskey.

K K K  ‘P A STIM E ’

On Jan. 3, Asq Carter, WCC 
leader declared him self in  favo r 
of w hite supremacists tak ing  the 
law  into the ir own bloody hands 
by organizing “ m inute men”  to 
preserve segregation by th row ing 
Negroes o ff buses i f  they 
attempted to ride in  the “ w hite”  
sections.

“ Dynamite and bombs,”  said 
Rev. Shuttlesworth, “ are be
coming as popular as firecrack
ers w ith  the WCC and K K K . 
There’s no use getting  mad, 
when there’s a battle  to  fig h t.
Heaven never looked as beautifu l 
as when you’re close to hell any
way.”

A t the Abyssinian Church,
Rev. 'Shuttlesworth expressed
the aspirations o f the Southern 
freedom figh te rs : “ We’re no t
a fra id  and disgusted. I f  w in te r 
comes, spring is not fa r  behind. 
We’ve gone to the mountain top 
and we don’t  choose to go back 
to the valley again. We w ant the 
r ig h t to s it where men sit, to 
w ork where men work, including 
the r ig h t to  s it in the drivers’ 
seat. Give us not your stones 
forever. They can’t  k i l l  us; they 
can’t  k i l l  the tru th .”

and ch(Jd knows what segrega
tion  means— until the WCC w ith  
i t s  t ra r ii is hooted and howled 
out o f existence.

The white workers w ill begin 
to  understand and they w ill learn 
to take the ir place beside the ir 
Negro ‘brothers and sisters in the 
fig h t fo r the ir common welfare. 
The m ilitancy shown by white 
workers, as well as (Negro, in the 
railroad and telephone strikes of 
1955 w ill then realize its  great 
potential.

Instead of fig h tin g  on the basis 
o f such a program, the AFL-CIO  
collapses in the face of the WCC 
fire . I t  has not issued a single 
pamphlet or made a single 
broadcast in the South to  explain 
and defend its  anti-segregation 
stand. As Franz Daniels, -AFL- 
CIO organizer in  Washington 
said, the problem is being le ft 
“ p re tty  much to  the local peo
ple.”

The organizing o f white-collar 
workers is a very im portant job. 
But is i t  ¡likely th a t .the A FL-C IO  
w ill undertake tha t job w ith  any 
more zeal than the Southern 
drive? I f  George Me&ny’s Coun
c il is unable to come to the aid 
o f those who are already fig h tin g  
a powerful anti-labor force like 
the W hite Citizens Councils, is 
i t  like ly  they w ill try  to seriously 
rouse others to battle?

SWP in San Francisco 
Demands Genuine FEP

By Roy Gale
SAN FRANCISCCf. Jan, 24 — Joan Jordan, spokesman 

for the Socialist Workers Party, appeared before the 
Supervisor’s Committee on County, State and National 
A ffa irs  here yesterday in sup-" 
nort o f the demand fo r  a fa ir

...Civil Rights Legislation
(Continued from  page 1)

D. M orris, a Washington cor
respondent of the New York 
Times (Feb. 1,0) describes the d if
ferences between past c iv il rights 
“ battles”  staged by the liberals 
and the attem pt tha t he sees 
coming. “ Periodic drives fo r en
actment of b ills  to enforce the 
C onstitutional righ ts of Negroes 
and other m inorities, have in  the 
past -been discounted by knowl
edgeable analysts, fo r the most 
part, as insincere gestures to
ward a powerful bloc of voters. 
The widely held suspicion has 
been th a t a desire to make po
lit ica l capital was the pervading 
m otivation and fa ilu re  to legis
late was a foregone conclusion.”  

Reviewing the bill's introduced 
by the libera l Democrats in the 
Senate and Eisenhower’s recom
mendations of last year, both of 
which were “ too late”  fo r any 
chance of passage but ju s t in 
time to fu rn ish  campaign mate
ria l, M orris  concludes: “ I t  seemed 
oibvious to many im p a rtia l ob- 
s e r v e r s  tha t a ll o f th is 
was a sham battle, aimed solely 
a t making a record fo r one party  
or the other or one candidate or 
or the other to  w in  support of 
Negro voters in  the 1956 Presi

dential and Congressional elec
tions.”

The wholesale switch o f large 
numbers o f /Negro voters to  the 
Republican column as a protest 
has shown libera l 'Democrats 
th a t the ir old shell game mo 
longer suffices. On the other hand 
Republican politicians, who had 
begun to  consider the ir newly 
acquired Negro vote as perma
nent, £re now te rrifie d  by the 
storm o f anger that swept every 
Negro community a fte r Eisen
hower’s refusal to  make the 
speech against Jim-Crow te rro r
ism requested by the Southern 
Negro leaders.

A lready, according to the N.Y. 
Times artic le  cited, a bi-partisan 
group of Northern Senators “ have 
an understanding w ith  the Demo
cratic leaders [o f the Senate], 
including Lyndon B. Johns-on of 
Texas [Senate M a jo rity  leader] 
tha t a. real opportunity to break 
the filibus te r and pass a b ill w ill 
be afforded them early in the 
session. Their strategy w ill be to* 
wear down the opposing orators 
by holding the Senate in contin
uous session a fte r a week or so 
.of debate. They believe this can 
be done.”
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could best protect th e ir demo
cratic rig h ts  and thus fu rth e r 
the purposes o f the ordinance.”

In  asking fo r  prison penalities, 
she pointed out tha t w ris t-s lap
ping token fines would not 
deter g ian t corporations such as 
the largest petroleum company 
in the west which s ti l l  refuses 
to hire m inority  peoples even as 
building-service ( ja n ito ria l) em
ployees.

Introduction Dance 
Slated by Socialist 
Youth Group

N EW  YORK, Feb. 15 —  The 
American Youth fo r  Socialism 
w ill liokl its  .first (party, {Satur
day evening, Feb. 23, a t 116 
U niversity Place.

A fu ll program o f enterta in
ment, dancing and singing is 
being planned by the arrange
ments committee.

According to B e rt Deck, cha ir
man of the newly formed group, 
the AYS intends to cooperate 
w ith  other youth organizations 
in struggles of the day.

“ For example we are now sup
porting  the movement to free 
Frank Santana, the Puerto Rican 
youth now serving a tw enty-five  
year to life  sentence fo r  the so- 
called ‘murder o f the model 
boy,’ ”  said Deck.

Details concerning th is  and 
other projected activ ities ' w ill 
be announced a t the Feb. 23 
social.

The AYS holds regular meet
ings every Tuesday evening a t 8 
P.M., a t its  headquarters, 116 
U n ivers ity  Place. The public is 
invited.

A ll inquiries should be sent to 
the above address.

o f pure w hite womanhood. Her 
greedy, stupid, middle-age hus
band warns his young w ife not 
co go near the cotton gin when 
the “ niggers”  are around .and 
refers to his Sicilian business 
riva l as a “ greasy wop.”  When 
he suspects the Sicilian, of in
timacy w ith  his w ife, he points 
out tha t the ‘*wop”  hasn’t  got any 
friends.'B ut the'husband has, and 
lie makes phone calls which alarm 
Baby Doll. She tolls the Sicilian 
to get away quickly because these 
friends are “ tough,”  and i t  is ob
viously -suggested that he is plan
ning to beat up or lynch his riva l.

When the husband is arrested 
— afte r doing his best to shoot 
the other man, and a fte r the S i
cilian produces a statement 
signed by Baby Doll tes tify ing  
tha t her husband is g u ilty  of 
arson— the she riff is  fr iend ly  and 
apologetic, explaining tha t he has 
to take him in fo r  the n igh t “ fo r 
appearances sake.”

I wonder i f  the widespread hos
t i l i t y  to the film  has something 
to do w ith its  actual content,.in
stead o f its  “ im m ora lity ”  which 
I  was unable to perceive.

Undoubtedly, another factor is 
the recent liberalization of the 
motion p icture industry ’s Produc
tion Code. I t  'is something new 
fo r  a picture condemned by the 
Catholic Legion of Decency to get 
the approval of the Production 
Code Adm in istra tion, and the 
Catholic hierarchy apparently 
considers i t  a challenge. The 
Catholic censors hope to ra lly  
support in  Hollywood its e lf 
against the new code. They may 
also hope th a t W arner Bros., 
d istributors of the film , w ill 
make some concession and delete 
a few scenes.

So fa r  W arner Bros, have been 
standing f irm ; in  fact, they are 
threatening to sue the theater in 
Providence which is showing a 
cut version of the film . They are 
backed by mounting public re
sentment of the Cardinal’s a t
tem pt to regulate not only what 
Catholics should see, but-appoint 
himself g-uardian, of everybody’s 
morals, and Iris im plication tha t 
anyone seeing BABY DOLL is 
not only s infu l but unpatriotic, 
too.

PUBLIC  M AY GAIN
The motion picture industry,

• never noted fo r its  independence 
or courage, is concerned about 
p ro fits  which have fa llen o ff 
sharply due to competition from 
television. I t  is experimenting 
w ith the idea tha t adult film s 
w ill a ttra c t more customers, -and 
producers are watching the fate 
of BABY DO LL closely to see i f  
defying the Legion of Decency 
pays o ff. W hile the industry ’s 
motives are financia l, i t  is a 
s trugg le  from  which the public 
may benefit, both in the f ig h t 
against censorship and in the 
qua lity  of motion pictures. BABY 
D OLL is an interesting departure 
from the usual Hollywood prod
uct,'and th a t’s why I recommend 
seeing it. Your feelings about the 
Cardinal’s campaign against i t  
may be an added inducement.

(Continued from  page 1)
leave the workers unarmed fo r 
the propaganda assault of the 
racists.

The United Rubber Workers 
hud signed up 80% of the Negro 
and white workers in the Man
hattan Raybestos p l a n t  in 
Charleston, S.C., and an NtLRB 
election was called. Then, ac
cording to Stan Opotowsky o f the 
N.Y. Pos't. the Citizens Coun
cil distributed a single piece 
o f lite ra tu re : i t  l i s t e d  the 
names of the Negro union mem
bers who had signed a desegrega
tion petition given the school 
board. “ Do you want to belong 
to the same union as these Ne
groes who want thd ir children 
in  school w ith yourS?”  asked the 
WCC pamphlet. The union lost 
the election.

The A FL-C IO  has issued fine 
statements condemning the ro t
ten system of segregation in  the 
•South. But the union bureaucrats 
are doing practica lly nothing to 
defeat th is system and ‘those who 
uphold it. Opotowsky quoted one 
union leader in the South who 
said b itte rly , “ I ami fra n k ly  dis
appointed— even shocked— at our 
AFL-C IO  leadership in Washing
ton. There has 'been no direction, 
no leadership, in  fig h tin g  the 
Councils, even though we know 
what they are doing to us.

“ They don’t  give us a red lig h t 
on fig h tin g  them. They ju s t don’t 
give us a green ligh t, either. 
They don’t  give us anything, ex
cept a few .passages in ¡a few 
speeches made up North every 
now and then. Why, J haven’t 
even been asked fo r  a report on 
Council anti-union ac tiv ity  in my 
area.”

ISO LATED RESISTANCE
Of course some resistance to 

the campaign o f the WCC is 
made. Paul C hris topher,' South
ern regional d irector of the A F L - 
CIO 'told of th is incident, re
counted by Opotowsky in the N.Y. 
Post series on the WCC: The 
lenders of one Southern local 
came to him and said:

“ We’ve decided to throw  the 
niggers out. I f  you interfere w ith 
us, we’ll' secede.” '

“ Oh, you’l l  secede, eh?”  re
plied Christopher. "W ell, maybe 
we’ll make i t  easy fo r you. May
be we’ll ju s t revoke your charter. 
You say th is is the biggest issue 
before your union, so surely you 
can handle all the ‘l it t le ’ ones.

“ So you can handle your own 
grievances, and then te ll your 
members. ‘Well, we lost the job, 
boys, but at least we don’t  have 
any iNogroes in the local.’

“ And you can negotiate your 
own contract, and then te ll your 
members, ‘W ell, no pay raise, 
boys, but at least we don’t  have 
any Negroes in the local.’

“I f  that’;, what you want, take

employment practices ordinance 
w ith  teeth in it.

Yesterday’s action concluded a 
three-week hearing where pro
ponents presented arguments in 
favo r o f FEP. S tarting  Feb. 13, 
the opponents w ill be allowed 
equal tim e to present th e ir case 
against the c ity  ordinance.

Indications are, however, that 
the ordinance w ill pass. This 
prospect was strengthened when 
Leo Hailey, I chairman of the 
committee, denied the request of 
FEP opponents for a six-month 
delay to duplicate (in  their favor, 
of course), a previous six-month 
study made by the Council For 
Civic Unity. This study demon
strated that discrimination not 
only existed in San Francisco 
but was wide spread.

Hailey, however, has insisted 
th a t two cripp ling  amendments 
be added to the already weak 
ordinance. One would proh ib it 
organizations from  lodging com
plaints w ith  the commission, and 
the other would give the em
ployer the r ig h t to  require 
United States citizenship and 
local residence as conditions of 
employment.

SWP PROPOSALS
Joan Jordan proposed three 

m ajor points fo r  strengthening 
the ordinance: (1) Increase of 
penalty provisions to include ja il 
sentences. (2) Establishment of 
a small, paid commission instead 
o f the seven-man unpaid corn- 
niission provided fo r  in  the

ordinance. (3) Selection of FEP 
commissioners by a conference 
o f m ino rity  peoples.

“The Socialist Workers Party 
believes that the ordinance should 
provide for a meeting of all 
major organizations of the 
minority peoples of San Fran
cisca which would select the 
members of the commission,” 
Mrs. Jordan said “We believe 
the commissioners «elected by 
the minority peoples themselves

upending in the Alabama courts 
for equal rights and equal op
portunities.” He discussed the 
fight for first-class citizenship 
on city buses, in railroad stations 
and the right to take Civil 
Service examinations.

On Dec. 26, 1956, 21 persons 
were arrested a fte r a mass 
violation o f B irm ingham ’s bus 
segregation laws led by Rev. 
Shuttlesworth a few hours a fte r 
his home was wrecked by 
dynamite. “ Police expected us to 
ride Thursday, they had 50 extra 
police ready. Instead, 250 o f us 
rode on Wednesday. We didn’t  
want trouble w ith  the police. 
The only ones arrested were 
those who kept r id in g  fo u r o r 
five  buses, by which time the 
police had arrived.”  [T he ir t r ia l 
is scheduled fo r  Feb. 11.]

W H A T  W AS PROVED
“ We accomplished t h r e e  

th ings: (1) we proved our cour
age and determ ination to rebel 
against old trad itions; (2) we 
made a test case of the law; and 
(3) we proved th a t when le ft 
alone we can ride together w ith 
out violence.”

A fte r  the Dec. 26 integrated 
rid ing  o f buses, B irm ingham ’s 
Negroes reverted to rid ing  on a 
segregated basis, pending a court 
ru lin g  on the bus segregation 
ordinance. This is in  contrast 
to the principle followed in 
Montgomery and Tallahassee. 
Rev. Shuttlesworth explained 
th a t i t  wasn’t  “ fa i r ”  to  penalize 
the bus company fo r  obeying the 
rac is t law. I t  appears tha t 
whereas the mass meeting 
decided to stay o f f  t i l l  the buses 
were integrated, the leadership 
overrode th is  mass sentiment.

Rev. Shuttlesworth said there 
was no point in ju s t f ig h tin g  fo r  
bus in tegration i f  you are 
humiliated in a w a iting  room. 
So Carl L. Baldwin and A lex
ander Baldwin filed  su it in  D is
tr ic t  Court asking an end to 
racial segregation in the B irm 
ingham Term inal Station.

Rev. Shuttlesworth a l s o  
stressed the importance of job 
opportunities: “Our place is
where everybody else’s place is. 
We don’t  want to be the ljast 
hired and first fired.” The


