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Mid-East Policy Sharpens Witch Hunt
The National Convention 
O f the Communist Party

An Editorial

The convention o f the Communist Party 
o f the U.S., Feb. 9-12, is taking place 
against the background of a world-wide 
crisis in the Communist movement, a c r i­
sis tha t has fu lly  engulfed the American 
CP.

For the top leadership o f the CP, the 
crisis consists in the fact th a t its  bureau­
cratic control o f the party  has been shak­
en and i t  has been unable to replace th is 
control w ith  genuine political authority.

For the CP members, especially the CP 
m ilita n t workers and youth whose entire 
life  is a t the disposal o f the workers’ 
cause, the crisis has posed the fundamen­
ta l question as to how socialism w ill be 
realized.

The 20th Congress o f the Communist 
P arty o f the Soviet Union, w ith  its  ad­
missions about Stalin ’s bruta l rule, shat­
tered the central core o f the CP m ilitan ts ’ 
convictions on th is  score.

ROAD TO WORLD SOCIALISM
I t  had been the ir f irm  belief tha t so­

cialism was genuinely being b u ilt up in  
the Soviet o rb it; th a t i f  given suffic ient 
time and i f  le ft alone by world im peria l­
ism, the Soviet Union would demonstrate 
the v ia b ility  o f the socialist program in 
life . From the sacrifices o f the Soviet 
working people would come a social order 
o f such appeal fo r the exploited and op- 
pressed of the world tha t they would ul­
tim ate ly be impelled on the road to so­
cialism, too.

The Stalin cu lt was indissolubly tied to 
th is  perspective, since i t  was believed tha t 
thanks to Stalin ’s leadership the road to 
socialism was being secured.

The CP m ilitan ts  believed tha t the Com­
munist Party in the U.S. would u ltim ate ly 
succeed in bringing the working class to 
socialism here in the wake o f the achieve­
ments in  the USSR, provided, o f course,

the CP played a role in  the struggles o f 
the working people.

Acceptance of the premise tha t S talin ’s 
policies were paving the road to world 
socialism, led the CP m ilitan ts  to go along 
w ith  switches in party line in tune w ith  
the changes in Stalin ’s diplomacy. I t  also 
led to acceptance of the class-collabora- 
tion politics —  support of American im­
perialism in World War I I ,  support of the 
Democratic Party, alliance with the ,pro- 
imperialist labor bureaucracy, etc. —  
foisted on them by a leadership that was 
totally subservient to the Kremlin.

Actually, the policies o f Stalinism, as 
is now becoming clear, represented noth­
ing but the narrow national interests of 
a conservative bureaucracy; they repre­
sented a break w ith  the revolutionary in ­
ternationalism o f Lenin. The progress o f 
the world anti-capita list revolution and 
the industria lization o f the Soviet Union 
took place not because o f the S talin ist 
theory and practice o f “ socialism in  one 
country”  but despite it. For a long his­
toric period, however, th is  was not clear 
to the mass o f Communist workers.

20th CONGRESS ADMISSIONS
Now, the admissions a t the 20th Con­

gress, especially Khrushchev’s revelations, 
have dealt the very premise upon which 
CP m ilitan ts operated a shattering blow.

These admissions and revelations show­
ed only a part o f the picture o f S talin ist 
degeneration in the Soviet Union, but 
th is was enough to arouse revulsion in the 
socialist consciousness o f innumerable CP 
members.

Frameup trials, national oppression, 
anti-Semitism, mass killings amounting 
to genocide, absolute one-man rule, and 
unheard of military and economic mis-

(C ontinued on page 3)

Sym bolic com m entary on the  “ peace”  ta lk  contained in  E isenhower’s in au gura l address is 
the above scene fro m  the parade th a t fo llow e d . Passing in  review  is “ The C orpora l,”  one o f the 
m il ita ry ’s la test long-range m issiles. Such weapons, f it te d  w ith  atom ic warheads and capable o f 

f ly in g  between continents, are prom ised as a push -bu tton  fea tu re  o f another w orld  w ar. In  dots 
in  the center o f the photo are P resident E isenower and V ice-President N ixon.

Helen Sobell in Interview 
Hits Persecution of Husband

W orke rs  wave to supporters as they held n ’n th -ffloor S p ira l B in d ing  Company in  M anhattan 
d u rin g  a s itdow n s tr ik e  la s t m onth. A f te r  th ree  days they forced th e ir  sweatshop em ployer to  
g ra n t an e igh t-cen t increase over th e ir  previous average wage o f Sli05-1.35 an hour.

D U L L E S

o ff ic ia lly  non - eom m ita l) have 
denounced the E isenhower Doc­
tr in e  fo r  w h a t i t  is  —  an 
a tte m p t by U.S. B ig  Business to  

over the d ir ty ,  bu t lu c ra tive , 
business o f Colonial e xp lo ita tion  
fro m  its  B r it is h  and French 
counterparts .

T -H  IN D IC T M E N T S  
So they  can proceed w ith  th e ir  

bloody task w ith o u t in te rfe rence

(Continued on page 2)

Gov’t ‘Racketeer’ Probe Aimed at Union Rights
before he became a union rep­
resenta tive .)

The single vote aga inst the 
reso lu tion came from  Dave Beck, 
head o f the 1,400,000 member 
tru ck -d rive rs  ( In t .  Team sters) 
union. He said the un ion had 
“ no tifie d  its  o ffice rs  and mem-
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Statem ent o f (he N a tiona l 

Com m ittee o f the Socialist 

\V orkers P a rty  on the regroup- 

m cnt o f revo lu tiona ry  socia l­

is t forces in  the U.S.

F a rre ll Dobbs Speech on the 

N egro S trug g le  in the South 

Today.

White Students Aiding 
Tallahassee Boycotters

By Henry Gitano
Defying the racist school board and braving expul­

sion, white students are m aintain ing the ir so lidarity w ith  
Tallahassee Negroes’ f ig h t  fo r equal rights.

John Boardm an, a graduate  S -------------------------------------------------------
s tudent a t the a ll-w h ite  F lo rida  
S tate U n ive rs ity , who addressed 
a N egro mass m eeting to express 
suppo rt fo r  in te g ra tio n  o f T a l­
lahassee buses, was barred fro m  
con tinu ing  his stud ies. H is other 
“ c rim es”  a re  ta k in g  th ree  N e ­
groes to  a w h ite  C hris tm as p a rty  
and pu b lic ly  suppo rting  Rev. K .
S. Dupont, a N egro  bus-boycott 
loader who is candidate fo r  C ity  
Commissioner. Boardm an is f ig h t ­
in g  the ban on the grounds th a t 
he is being deprived o f the r ig h ts  
o f free  speech and assembly.

The Tallahassee W h ite  C it i­
zens Council, n o tin g  th a t both 
w h ite  and N e g ro  students a t sep­
a ra te  s ta te  colleges are s u p p o rt­
ing  Dupont, demanded th a t they 
be expelled fo r  " w i l fu l ly  v io la t­
in g  the d irection  o f the Board of 
C on tro l.”  “ A l l  o f the students a t 
both the un ive rs ities  m ust be 
suspended o r expelled fro m  
school,”  says the WCC, “ and they 
m ust no t be allow ed to reenter 
any state supported in s titu t io n  o f 
h igher le a rn in g  ever.”

The order re fe rre d  to is one 
issfued by F lo r id a ’s statew ide 
Board o f C ontro ls which dictates 
school po licy. L a s t week the 
Board p roh ib ited  both N e g ro  and 
w h ite  students fro m  jo in in g  the 
boyco tt movement.

A  few  hours a fte r  the Board ’s 
ru lin g , w h ite  students fro m  FSU  
worked a t the headquarters o f 
the In te r-C iv ic  Council, organized 
to lead the boycott, and com­
pleted plans fo r  an in tegra ted  
bus p ro test ra lly .  A  w h ite  wom ­
an student, w o rk in g  a t the ICC 
declared: “ I ’m a c itizen  o f to ­
m orrow , and i f  I pe rm it the Board 
o f C ontro ls to suppress me today,
I  cannot be an y th in g  but. an 
oppressed c itizen  tom orrow .”
Though aware th a t they are fac­
in g  expulsion, more than 50 w h ite  
students pledged to  pa rtic ip a te  a t 
the ICC mass meeting.

The m y th  th a t the W hite  C iti-

RE V . C. K . S T E E LE , T a l­
lahassee bus boycott leader.

zens Councils represent the (as­
p ira tio n s  o f Southern w h ites is 
being exploded by Tallahasse’s 
dem onstra tion o f N egro -w h ite  
so lid a rity .
T h is  m y th  was also b low n sky 
h igh  on Dec. 4, when the people 
o f C lin ton , Tennessee, by a fo u r 
to  one m arg in , defeated the can­
didates fo r  m ayo r and aldermen 
endorsed by local segregation ists. 
On th a t same day the C lin ton  
S tudent Council adopted a resol'u- 
t ipn  fo r  im m edia te  reopening o f 
the school “ in  o rder to  provide 
an education fo r  a ll c itizens.”  The 
fa c u lty  unan im ously adopted a 
reso lu tion  in  fa v o r o f peaceful 
school in te g ra tio n .

The W OC’s were organized by 
bankers, p lan ta tion  owners, th e ir  
m anagers and key business men 
in  Ind iano la , Miss, in J u ly  1954, 
to m a in ta in  the old ro tte n  South­
ern pa tte rn  o f segregation, open* 
sheep, low  wage and sem i-feudal 
p lan ta tions. The people o f T a l­
lahassee and C lin ton  are cha l­
leng ing  the attem pted dom ina­
tio n  by the W CC’s over both 
Negroes and whites.

Use New ‘Red’ Scare 
To Help Push Through 
Eisenhower Doctrine

By William Bundy
JAN. 31 —  The United States House of Representa­

tives approved today the “Eisenhower Doctrine” under 
which the President will be granted authority to start a

New York Sitdown Strike

By M yra Tanner Weiss
F or more than six  years every 

ounce o f energy tha t Helen So- 
bell possesses has been concen­
tra ted  on the task o f lib e ra tin g  
her husband from  prison. I rea l­
ized th a t there could be noth ing 
else in  her li fe  as she ta lked  to  
me in te n tly  about the long s tru g ­
gle to v ind ica te M orton  Sobell, 
held in A lca tra z  in  the  San F ra n ­
cisco Bay.

(She is calm. She is confident. 
A nd she knows th a t i f  she can 
ju s t ge t people to hear the facts 
in  the case o f M orton  Sobell, they 
w ill he lp  to free  h im . “ F ear s t i l l  
dom inates the m ind o f m any,”  she 
said. "T h a t is our grea test ob­
stacle. Once they lifb  th e ir  heads 
and look a t the facts, people feel 
the same in d ig na tion  th a t I  fee l.”

W A R  H Y S T E R IA  YE AR S
M orton  Sobell was convicted 

in 1951 o f "consp iring  to  com m it 
espionage”  fo r  the aid o f a fo r ­
e ign governm ent, the Soviet 
U n ion . He was accused o f be­
in g  a  p a r t o f the alleged spy 
r in g , said to have been led1 by 
Ju lius  and E th e l Rosenberg. The 
Rosenbergs were executed in 
3953. Sobell was sentenced to. 
30 years in  prison.

“ Those were year« o f n ig h t­
m are,”  Mrs-. Sobell said. ‘ ‘You 
w il l  rem em ber the Korean W a r 
was on. Everyone was a fra id  i t  
m ig h t be the beg inn ing  o f W orld  
W ar I I I .  A to m  bombs f i l le d  such 
a tho ugh t w ith  te rro r. You can

ju s t im agine the e ffec t th is ' had 
on the t r ia l .  The t r ia l  judge, I r v ­
in g  R. K au fm an, even accused 
the Rosenbergs o f causing the 
Korean W ax in  his sentencing 
speech.”

The n ig h t mar« began much 
ea rlie r, in  the sum m er o f 1950. 
On A ug . 16, M orton  Sobell and 
his fa m ily , who were on vacation 
in  'Mexico C ity , had ju s t  fin ished  
th e ir  coffee a fte r  d inner. The 
day had been spent in  a ne igh­
borhood pa rk  w ith  the children. 
There was no t much vacation 
tim e  le ft. Sm allpox vaccinations 
had bean taken fo r  the jou rney 
back home.

“ Suddenly the door opened,”  
M rs. Sobell re lated . “ Three men 
bu rs t in to  the room w ith  p is to ls  
draw n. They were dressed in  
p la in  clothes bu t they claim ed to 
be M exican police. One o f the 
men accused m y husband o f hav­
in g  robbed a bank in  Acapulco. 
O utraged a t th is  fan ta s tic  charge 
M orton  demanded his r ig h ts  as 
an Am erican citizen. He asked to 
be pe rm itted  to  telephone the 
U.S. ambassador.

“ We had no w ay o f know ing 
then,”  IM.rs. Sobell added, “ tha t 
th is  a ttack  'and the k idnap ing  
th a t fo llow ed had a ll been p lo t­
ted by the F B I w ith  the help of 
o ff ic ia ls  o f the U.S. Embassy 
w ith o u t the knowledge o f the 
M exican governm ent. We d idn ’t  
even know  th is  a t the tr ia l.  Years 
o f w o rk  were necessary to un­
cover the details, in c lud ing  the

protests o f the Governm ent • of 
M exico to U.S. au th o ritie s  fo r  
these il le g a l • moves.”  : V \ .

FAC TS OF K ID N A P IN G

R e tu rn ing  to the te rrib le  $rene | 
in  M exico C ity  in l&SKfc Helen 
Sobell described the w ay her hus­
band was dragged down s ta irs  
to a w a it in g  taxicab. In  rep ly  to 
ihis protests, one o f the thugs 
h it  h im  over the head w ith  the 
b u tt o f ih'is gun. Then he was 
clubbed w ith  .a 'b lackjack in to  un­
consciousness. “ When 1 tr ie d  to 
help m y husband,”  she to ld  me, 
“ one o f the men forced me down 
on the w et sidewalk.”

The l i t t le  fa m ily  was f in a lly  
assembled in the corrido r?  o f an 
o ffice  bu ild ing . “ I t  was about 
fo u r in  the m orn ing  when we 
began the 800 m ile  t r ip  to  the 
U.S. border a t Laredo, Texas. We 
d idn ’t  know  then where we were 
headed,. We were ju s t  p iled  in to  
two black cars and whisked aw ay 
a t 80 m iles an hour. The d rive r 
o f the car th a t m y husband was 
in was to ld , ‘ I f  he makes a move, 
sihoot h im !’ 'I had to im provise 
ways to feed and care fo r  the 
baby,”  she su'id.

The law yers who were obtained 
(o defend Sobell— H arold M. 
P h illip s  and Edw ard K un tz— had 
a g reat deal o f d if f ic u lty  in  p re ­
pa rin g  fo r  the t r ia l .  L ike  th e ir 
c lien t, they were com plete ly ig ­
no ran t o f w ha t the  prosecution

(C ontinued on page 4)

By Vincent Copeland
On Jan. 29 Senator Joseph 

M cC arthy and a “ ¡b i-partisan”  
t r io  o f o the r Senators in troduced 
a . reso lu tion  a u tho riz ing  a 
“ select com m ittee”  to  invesr 
t ig a te  racke teering  in  the labor 
unions. The reso lu tion  is ex­
pected to pass the Senate w ith ­
ou t debate.

The n e w  com m ittee w i l l  w o rk  
closely w ith  the Perm anent Sub­
com m ittee on Inves tiga tions  (the  
notorious M cC arthy C om m ittee). 
M cC a rth y ’s lega l in ves tig a ting  
s ta f f  w i l l  be the s ta f f  fo r  the 
new com m ittee.

I t  is  w e ll known how the old 
M cC arthy  Com m ittee badgered 
labo r w itnesses and hounded 
w orkers  ou t o f th e ir  jobs by 
p u b lic iz in g 'th e ir  a lleged rad ica l 
past. O nly three o r fo u r  years 
ago th is  com m ittee, a f te r  in ­
ve s tig a tin g  “ com m unists in  gov­
ernm ent”  stepped up its  w itch  
h u n t to  persecuting “ com m unists 
in  la bo r.”  Due to M cC a rth y ’s 
own fa d in g  fo rtun es  and a 
change in  the genera l po litica l

c lim ate, th is  cam paign has been 
soft-pedalled in  recent months. 
Now a ce rta in  aspect o f i t  is 
being revived under a new label.

The present inves tiga tion  in to  
labor racke teering  bears a t f i r s t  
s ig h t a more a ttra c tiv e  and even 
benefic ia l character fo r  the 
union movement. B u t i t  is  in  
re a lity  no t aimed a t im p rison ing  
labo r racketeers so much as i t  
is aimed a t im p rison in g  the labo r 
m ovem ent its e lf  in  an in tr ic a te  
web o f governm ent con tro l of 
labor.

O nly genuine in ne r - union 
democracy on the basis o f a 
m il ita n t  an ti-co rpo ra tion  s tru g ­
gle, is  capable o f beating  the 
racketeers w h ile  keeping the 
independence o f the union. F rom  
th is  po in t o f v iew  the govern­
m ent in te rven tion  in  the present 
instance is ju s t  as dangerous in  
the long ru n  as i t  was in  the 
w itc h  hu n t o f three years ago. 
The connection w ith  M cC arthy 
in  both cases is n o t acddenta l.

IMost top union o ffic ia ls  ac­
tu a lly  aided M cC a rth y ’s a n ti-

pro tect fro m  the racketeers) to 
take any independent rank-and- 
f i le  action aga inst th e ir  in te rn a l 
union enemies.

Instead o f res is ting  M cC arthy ’s 
m eddling in  union a ffa irs , the 
Executive Council resolved Jan. 
28 in  a 38 to one vote th a t any 
union o ff ic ia l who invokes the 
F if th  Am endm ent in  any Con­
gressional inves tiga tion  in to  
racke teering  m ust au tom atica lly  
lose his job.

So much te rro r  and presum p­
tio n  o f g u ilt  was generated d u r­
in g  the w itch  h u n t around any 
use o f the F if th  Am endm ent th a t 
the same a ttitu d e  now exists in  
the present case. M cC arthy p la y ­
ed no sm all ro le in  the a ttem p t 
to  destroy th is  con s titu tion a l 
pro tection . N ow  the  Council 
would go as fa r  as M cC arthy 
h im se lf dared to go in  a tta ck in g  
c iv il libe rties . (The F if th  Am end­
m ent pro tects no t on ly  p o lit ic a l 
v ic tim s  o f the w itch  hunt, b u t 
anyone who m ay no t w a n t to 
in c rim in a te  h im se lf in  respect to  
some fo rm e r episode o f his l i fe '

bers th a t they would no t be sub­
je c t to union discip line fo r  ex­
ercising- th e ir  cons titu tiona l p r iv - 
iledge aga inst s e lf- in c rim in a ­
tio n .”

Beck never .defended the use 
o f the F if th  Am endm ent in  the 
case o f v ic tim s  o f the w itc h  hunt. 
W hatever his m otives now in  
defend ing con s titu tion a l g u a r­
antees, he is qu ite  co rrect when 
he condemns the C ouncil’s reso­
lu tio n  as ta k in g  a line  “ fu l l  o f  
danger fo r  the whole dem ocratic 
w ay o f li fe . ”

When the immense mass o f 
un ion members rises up in  a 
drive  aga inst B ig  Business and 
in  the process demands an ac­
counting- o f the union bureau­
cracy its e lf, “ racke teering”  w ill 
be p ro pe rly  dea lt w ith . In  the 
m eantim e the F if th  Am endm ent 
is a shield aga inst governm ent 
a ttacks on labor. A nd  to  con­
demn anyone au tom a tica lly  fo r  
us ing th is  shield is to  deprive 
th a t person o f his con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts .

w a r in  the M idd le  E as t w ith o u t 
consu lting  Congress o r n o tify in g  
the  A m erican  people. Senate ap­
p ro va l is  expected som etim e in  
February .

T h is  congressional a tftion  is 
p a r t o f p repa ra tion  fo r  a new 
K orea-type  “ po lice action ”  —  to  
be d irected aga inst the  r is in g  
m ovem ent o f the  A ra b  peoples 
fo r  na tion a l independence.

A R A B S  R E D B A IT E D
The propaganda cam paign in  

p re pa ra tion  fo r  the  proposed 
new a tro c ity  is tw o -fo ld . On 
the one hand, E g y p t and S y ria  
—  the centers o f the A ra b  na­
tio n a l independence m ovem ent in  
the M id -E as t p roper —  are being 
charged w ith  becom ing Soviet 
dom inated. On the  o the r hand, 
a heightened “ com m unist-m en- 
ace”  cam paign is be ing waged 
in  the U.S. its e lf.

The rea l “ c rim e” ' o f the E g yp ­
tians  and S yrians, in  the eyes o f 
U.S. im peria lism , is  th a t they 
have refused to  line  up w ith  the 
puppet governm ents o f Iraq , 
Ira n  and T u rke y  (a lready bound 
in  m il ita ry  a lliance w ith  B r ita in  
in  the U.S.-sponsored Bagdhad 
pac t) and th a t they do n o t sup­
po rt a ttem p ts  o f the U.S. govern­
m ent to “ f i l l .  Uw, vacuum ”  c re a t­
ed by the B rit is h -F re n c h  defeat' 
a t Suez. The A ra b  masses in  the 
M idd le  E ast w a n t to  “ f i l l  the  
vacuum ”  themselves, n o t replace 
one co lon ia l m aster fo r  another.

U nder pressure fro m  these 
I masses, the S yrian  governm ent 

and Radio Cairo (the  E g yp tia n  
Governm ent its e lf  has rem ained

labo r investiga tions th ree  years 
ago, and thus aided governm ent I 
penetra tion in to  the li fe  o f the I 
unions. Now  these same o f­
fic ia ls , in  the “ im p a r t ia l”  s p ir it  
o f “ innocent bystanders,”  in v ite  
a new and fu r th e r  governm ent 
pene tra tion  in to  th e ir  unions 
w h ile  h yp o c ritic a lly  po s tu rin g  
aga inst co rrup tion .

O nly a few  days before the 
Senate started  action on the new 
in v e s tig a tin g  com m ittee, t h e  
U A W  In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Board, and la te r the A F L  - CIO 
Execu tive  Council called upon 
Congress to “ au thorize  an ap­
p ro p ria te  congressional com m it­
tee to conduct an in ves tig a tion  
. . . and expose . . . co rru p tio n  
in  labor, in  in d u s try ”  (M cC arthy  
and his frien ds  in  ob lig ing , did 
no t m ention the m a tte r o f “ in ­
d u s try .” )

N o t one w ord was said e ithe r 
in  the U A W  reso lu tion  o r in  the 
la te r A F L -C IO  sta tem ent —  
ca llin g  upon the un ion m ember­
ship its e lf  (whom  the E xecutive 
Council' presum ably w ishes to
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Workers* Upsurge 
Put Gomulka In

By John Thayer

News accounts o f the events in Poland have centered 
principally on the doings at the top —  the emergence 
o f Gomulka, his defiance o f the K rem lin  and now his vie-

Lenin and the CP Draft Resolution
By Harry Ring

In  its  b id  fo r  con tro l o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  convention to 
be held Feb. 9-12, the Gates ten ­
dency has cap ita lized on w ide­
spread sen tim ent among the 
membership fo r  g rea te r inde­
pendence fro m  the K re m lin  and 
fo r  an end to  bureaucra tic  ru le  
w ith in  the P a rty . Foster has 
countered by a ttack ing  the Gates 
proposal to  trans fo rm  the o rgan­
iza tion  in to  a “ po litica l associa­
tion ,”  a proposal opposed by a 
substantia l section o f the mem­
bership as a B row derite  fo rm  o f 
liqu ida tion .

In  a renewed a ttack  on th is  
proposal, F oste r warns against 
the “ class peace, class collabora­
tio n is t ideas”  w h ich  m otiva te  i t  
and declares: “ The CPUSA, in 
harm ony w ith  the deepening o f 
the general c ris is  o f cap ita lism , 
m ust have a class s tru g g le  per­
spective.”  (CP N a tion a l Discus­
sion B u lle tin  No. 4, Jan. 1.)

B u t the fa c t rem ains th a t Fos­
te r stands un ited  w ith  Gates on 
the basic p rogram  and perspec­
tive  fro m  w h ich f lo w  the Gates 
proposal on name and fo rm  o f 
the p a rty . A f te r  chang ing his 
vote on the CP N a tion a l Com­
m itte e ’s d ra ft  reso lu tion  fro m  a 
“ qu a lified  yes”  to  “ no,”  Foster 
exp la ined th a t he endorsed the 
p o lit ic a l line  presented in  the

f i r s t  three sections o f the reso­
lu tio n  bu t voted aga ins t i t  on 
the basis o f the fo u rth  section 
dealing w ith  the question o f the 
P a rty . In  the ensuing f ig h t  Fos­
te r  has not challenged Gates on 
any o f the program m atic  points 
o f the reso lution.

A  genuine class-strugg le p ro ­
gram , such as F oste r says he fa ­
vors, declares th a t the w orkers 
cannot resolve th e ir  problems 
under cap ita lism . I t  urges the 
w o rk in g  class to  bu ild  its  own 
po litica l p a rty  in  opposition to 
the ca p ita lis t pa rties  and to 
s tru g g le  fo r  w orkers  and fa rm ­
ers governm ents. I t  bars support 
to  cap ita lis t pa rties  o r th e ir  can­
didates. As co ro lla ry , i t  procla im s 
the  need to combat the pro-cap­
ita lis t ideology o f the top A F I.-  
CIO  o ffic ia ld om  and to  w o rk  fo r  
the creation o f a le f t  w in g  in  the 
unions to  replace these m islead- 
ers o f labor.

The d ra f t  reso lu tion pursues 
the opposite course. In  the f ir s t  
th ree  sections (endorsed by Fos­
te r)  the reso lu tion  ac tive ly  sup­
po rts  the union o ffic ia ldom  in its  
e ffo r ts  to keep the w orkers hog- 
tied  to the Dem ocratic p a rty . To 
accomplish th is  aim, the reso lu­
tion  is compelled to  pa in t up and 
fa ls i fy  the ro le  o f the R eutherite  
w in g  o f the labo r bureaucracy. 
Thus we learn th a t “ In  the labor 
movem ent there has been a g ro w ­
in g  d iffe re n tia tio n  on fo re ign  
po licy on peace w ith in  the past 
few  years . . .  In  con tras t to 
Mleany’s an ti-coexistence pos i­
tion , R euther’s ten p o in t p ro­
gram  fo r  [ fo re ig n ] a id  envisages 
jo in t  action th rough  the U N  -by 
the U S A  and the USISR.”

Aside fro m  the fa c t th a t 
R euthe r’s sole concern w ith  fo r ­
eign aid  was to  line  up the colo­
n ia l countries aga inst the USSR, 
h is present support o f the sabre- 
ra t t l in g  E isenhower doctrine 
makes clear th a t he stands united 
w ith  M eany in  suppo rt o f the 
cold w a r. Th is is e n tire ly  con­
sis ten t w ith  both M eany and 
Reuther’s p r in c ip a l fu n c tio n  as 
“ labor statesm en,”  wh ich is to 
keep the w orkers in  the swamp 
of ca p ita lis t po litics  where they 
cannot e ffe c tive ly  com bat W a ll 
S tree t’s reactionary  fo re ig n  po l­
icy.

The d ra ft  reso lu tion  holds out 
the perspective o f a long im ­
m ersion fo r  the CP in Demo­
c ra tic  p a rty  po litics . T h is  is in 
keeping w ith  the aim  o f achiev­
in g  a “ people’s an ti-m onopo ly 
c o a litio n ,”  wh ich is posed as the 
b ig  goal. Such a coa litio n  gov­
ernm ent, declares tho reso lution, 
w i l l  “ l im it  the economic concen­
tra tio n  and power o f the tru s ts ”  
and “ reduce th e ir  incred ib ly  
swollen share o f the na tiona l in ­
come.”

The perspective o f a “ people’s 
an ti-m onopo ly coa litio n ”  in  tu rn  
rests on the tw in  promises o f “ en­
d u rin g  in te rn a tio n a l coexistence”  
and an “ u ltim a te  tra n s itio n ”  to 
socialism  in  the d is ta n t fu tu re . 
The reso lu tion  states .th a t the CP 
leaders “ have already discarded 
as obsolete Len in ’s thesis th a t 
w a r is inev itab le  under ca p ita l­
ism ”  and th a t “ we are m aking 
im p o rta n t m od ifica tions in  the 
theory  o f the state, as evidenced 
in  ou r advocacy o f the peaceful, 
con s titu tion a l path to  socialism .”  
.Foster, who ta lks  o f the need fo r 
a “ c lass-strugg le perspective,”  
never objected to  any o f th is.

B u t w h a t was discarded as “ ob­
solete”  in Len in  was precisely 
a class-strugg le perspective. 
Len in  ta u g h t th a t wars are an 
inhe ren t fea tu re  o f cap ita lism . 
He believed th a t im p e ria lis t w a r 
could be averted on ly  th rough  
the w o rk in g  - class s trugg le  
aga inst cap ita lism . F a ilin g  mo­
b iliz a tio n  o f the w o rk in g  class 
as an independent force opposed

to cap ita lism  (the  essence o f a 
c lass-strugg le po licy ) the ou t­
break o f im p e ria lis t w a r is in ­
evitable.

S im ila r ly , on the question of 
the state, w h a t has been discarded 
is the c lass-strugg le perspective. 
The essence o f the M a rx is t-L e n in - 
is t  the o ry  is th a t the  state is the 
executive com m ittee o f the ru lin g  
class. The purpose o f the state 
in ca p ita lis t countries today is 
to uphold the exp lo itive  ru le  of 
m onopoly-finance cap ita l. B ig  
Business w ill use its  con tro l o f 
the sta te to  p reven t any “ peo­
p le ’s coa litio n ”  fro m  seriously 
cu rb ing  its  power. The ru le  of 
m onopoly cap ita l can 'be ended 
on ly by rep lac ing  its  s tate by a 
w o rkers ’ state.

The issue between the d ra ft-  
reso lu tion authors and Lenin is 
no t a t a ll the  question o f violence. 
Len in  did not advocate v io le n t 
l'évo lu tion. He favo red, as do a ll 
revo lu tiona ry  socialists, a peace­
fu l trans fo rm a tion . Violence, 
when i t  occurs a t any stage of 
the class s tru g g le  is in itia te d  
as a ru le  by the ca p ita lis t class 
w h ich  fo rc ib ly  resists the fu r th e r  
advance o f the w o rk in g  class to 
power. W hat is c ruc ia l to  Len­
in ’s approach is th a t he excluded 
as utopian the use o f the cap­
ita l is t  state fo r  a so lu tion  o f any 
basic problem  co n fro n tin g  the 
w o rk in g  people. He excluded as 
doubly u top ian its  use fo r  a g rad­
ua l tra n s itio n  to socialism  such 
as envisaged by the d ra ft  reso­
lu tion .

■In his polemics aga inst the 
socia l dem ocratic advocates of 
“ g radua l evo lu tion ,”  Len in  dem­
onstra ted th a t th e ir  theo ry  leads

The Whole Picture

T his  photo o f Lenin, cropped to  exclude T ro ts k y  w a it in g  to  
speak next, is frequ en tly  used in  USSR. These Bolshevik leaders 
insp ired m illio ns  o f w orkers th ro u g h o u t w o rld  and won them 
to th e ir  movement. O nly a re tu rn  to  th e ir  p rinc ip les can b rin g  
w o rkers ’ movement ou t o f c ris is  S ta lin ism  led i t  in to .

Meaning of the Chinese CP’s 
Manifesto Supporting Kremlin

New T-H Frame up in Cleveland
B y Jean Simon

C L E V E L A N D , Jan. 28 —  C iv il 
lib e rtie s  received another b low  
la s t W ednesday w ith  the  in d ic t­
m ent here o f e ig h t persons fo r  
an alleged “ conspiracy”  to  get 
around the non-Communist. a f ­
f id a v it  provis ions o f the T a ft-  
H a r tle y  A c t hv concealing Com­
m un is t a ff ilia t io n s . T h is  charge 
was f i r s t  used aga inst U n ited  
M ine, M il l and S m elte r w orkers ’ 
un ion o ffic ia ls  la s t Novem ber.

Ind ic ted  were M arie ' Reed 
H aug , economic consu ltan t fo r  
Lodge 2155, In te rn a tio n a l Asso­
c ia tion  o f M ach in is ts , and a 
p rom inen t labo r leader here fo r  
m ore than ten yea rs ; he r h u s ­
band, F red, also a fo rm e r union 
o ff ic e r  and organ izer, and six 
o th e r persons alleged to  have 
aided and abetted them  in  f a l­
s ify in g .

Named as co-consnirators b u t 
h o t defendants in  th is  Case were 
John B. W illiam son, Gus H a ll. 
S idney Stein, Steve Nelson, 
M a rt in  Chancev. F ra n k  Hash- 
m a lt, Joseph B ra n d t and A n ­
th o n y  K rchm arek. a ll o f whom 
have been tr ie d  fo r  “ conspiring 
to  teach and advocate the v io len t 
pve rth ro w  o f the governm ent,”  
under the S m ith  A ct.

M r. and M rs. H aug, never 
charged in  S m ith  A c t conspiracy

ind ic tm ents, were f i r s t  accused 
b y  a federa l g rand ju ry , Jan. 9, 
o f sw earing fa ls e ly  under the 
T a ft-H a r t le y  la w  th a t they 
were no t Com m unists o r a f ­
f il ia te d  w ith  th a t p a rty .

M rs. H aug a lleged ly f ile d  tw o 
fa lse  non-C om m unist a ff id a v its  
a t the Cleveland o ffic e  o f the 
N a tion a l Labor Relations Board 
in 1952 and in  1953 when she was 
business agent fo r  Local 735 o f 
the  U n ited  E le c tr ica l W orkers. 
M r. H aug was cited fo r  f i l in g  one 
a ffid av it, as an o ff ic ia l o f Local 
715, In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  o f 
M ine, M il l  and S m elter W orkers , 
in  1952. On Jan. 18, the  Haugs 
pleaded no t g u ilty  to the charges 
and were released on $7,500 bond 
each. 'TP?

T H E  N E W  CH ARG E
F ive  days la te r  the  federa l 

grand ju r y  again ind ic ted them, 
th is  tim e  on the conspiracy-to- 
c ircum vent the T a ft-H a r t le y -A c t 
charge.

T h is “ conspiracy”  charge, 
prepared b y  h igh  o ffic ia ls  o f the 
U.S. D epartm ent o f Justice, adds 
a fa n ta s tic  new ta c tic  to  the 
arsenal o f  the w itc h  hunters.

The b il l aga inst the  e igh t 
defendants charges th a t: “ I t  was 
a p a rt o f said conspiracy th a t 
fa lse  a ff id a v its  o f non-Com­
m u n is t un ion o ff ic e r  w ould be

made, used and f ile d  and caused 
to  be made, used and f i le d ”  w ith  
the N L R B ; to  “ make and cause 
to be made fa lse  ‘res igna tions ’ 
f ro m  the C om m unist P a r ty  U S A  
and n o tw iths tan d ing  such ‘res ig ­
na tions’ to  rem a in  as members 
o f the C om m unist P a rty  U S A ;”  
to  “ adopt aliases, use secret 
codes and engage in  o ther decep­
tions to conceal th e ir  C om m unist 
p a rty  m em bership”  and to  “ con­
ceal the existence and operations 
o f said conspiracy.”

The so-calied “ ove rt acts”  
charged by the governm ent 
aga inst M r. and M rs. H aug are 
the  f i l in g  o f fa lse  non-Com­
m un is t a ff id a v its  in  1950, 1951 
and 1952. James W est, another 
defendant, is accused o f appo in t­
in g  E dw ard Chaka, also a 
defendant, as a “ secret cou rie r”  
to  m a in ta in  con tact w ith  them. 
H ym an Lum er, Sam Reed and 
A ndrew  Remes are also accused 
o f issu ing d irectives fo r  the 
H a u g s .  E r ic  R e in tha le r is 
charged w ith  tra n s p o rtin g  “ a 
person known by him  to  be a 
member o f the  Com m unist P a rty  
U S A ”  to  a m eeting w ith  H ym an 
Lum er.

O ffice rs  o f IA M  Lodge 2155 
w h ich employs M rs. H aug, have 
sent a le tte r  to  the un ion ’s 1,500 
members c a llin g  fo r  f u l l  support 
o f he r defense ag a in s t “ per-:

secution fo r  un ion a c tiv ity .”  
IA M  V ice P resident E rne s t R. 

W h ite , questioned by reporte rs  
fo r  the da ily  papers about the 
charges aga inst M rs. Haug, who 
has been the ch ie f ta rg e t o f the 
red-ba ite rs bo th  inside and o u t­
side the labo r movem ent in  th is  
area fo r  years, rep lies : “ O ur
union operates on the  theory  
th a t a person is innocent u n til 
proven g u ilty .  Ju s t because she 
has been ind ic ted isn ’ t  proof, 
e ith e r.”

T h is  is the bare m in im a l basis 
on which the labo r movement 
should base its  defense o f the 
Haugs. The re a l conspiracy is 
on the  p a r t o f the  Justice De­
partment. which is  t ry in g  to 
deepen and extend its  repressive 
power w ith  a new use o f the 
in fam ous T a ft-H a rt le y  A c t. The 
labo r movement should demand 
and im m edia te h a lt to  such 
v io la tions o f c iv i l libe rtie s .
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By George Lavan
W h a t w ith  H ungary , Poland, 

the developing unrest in  the So­
v ie t Union and the cris is  in  the 
Com m unist P arties  abroad, the, 
heads o f the  Soviet governm ent 
have am ple reason to  be g ra te ­
fu l to the leaders o f the Chinese 
Com m unist P a rty . The support 
o f the Chinese CP was given to 
Moscow at the end o f December 
in  the fo rm  o f a leng thy  docu­
ment. and the  v is it  o f P re jn ie r 
Chou E n-la i.

W ith  th is  po litica l and m ora l 
backing, the K r e m l i n  has 
launched a counter - o ffensive 
against the g ro w in g  opposition 
o f w o rkers  to its  high-handed 
rule. The p o lit ic a l and m ora l 
prestige o f the Chinese Com m un­
is t  P a rty  should no t be underes­
tim ated . I t  is g re a t in the USISR 
and a ll the E ast European coun­
tries , fo r  the Chinese leaders are 
no t associated w ith  the crim es 
o f S ta lin ’s ru le . They have the 
p restige  o f hav ing  headed a re v ­
o lu tion  on th e ir  own— indeed, one 
conducted aga inst the d irectives 
o f S ta lin . The Chinese Revolu 
tion  and” the im pulse i t  has given 
to  the co lon ia l revo lu tions in Asia 
and A fr ic a  is genera lly  credited 
w ith  b reaking the im p e ria lis t en­
c irc lem ent o f the Soviet U n ion  
and E ast Europe.

S ID E  W IT H  K R E M L IN
W h ile  the f u l l  te x t o f the 

Chinese document is  n o t y e t 
ava ilab le, the 'Soviet news agen­
cy, Tass, has released a le ng th y  
pa raph rase-sum m ary.

On each po in t the Chinese de­
cide in fa v o r o f the K rem lin . 
B u t there  is no b lanke t endorse­
m ent o f a ll past po licy. In  the  
fo rm  o f w e igh ing  the pros and 
cons, the Chinese c ritic ize  past 
'Soviet “ m istakes.”  T h is  riddles 
the document w ith  possible es­
cape clauses fo r  a fu tu re  change 
o f line.

O f the Yugoslavs, who have 
p a rtic u la r  reason fo r  th e ir  hos­
t i l i t y  tow ards S ta lin , the C h i­
nese say they are c r it ic a l bu t 
understanding. B u t they are 
“ astounded”  to  hear T ito  a ttack 
iadl Soviet bloc countries and 
m any CP’s. A ttacks  on S ta lin  and 
S ta lin ism  can on ly  s p lit  the 
movement. T ito  is commended 
fo r  support o f K adar in  H u n g a ry  
bu t his V ice-Chairm an K a rd e lj 
is  sha rp ly  c ritc ize d  fo r  saying 
con tro l should have been tu rned 
over to the H ungarian  W orkers. 
Councils.

A ccord ing  to the Chinese, the 
H ungarian  up ris in g  was " im ­
p e ria lism ’s m ost serious o ffe n ­
sive”  since Korea. A d m itt in g  the 
existence o f in te rna l causes, they 
in s is t th a t im peria lism  played 
the “ basic and decisive”  role. 
Consequently they endorse Mos­
cow’s bloody repressions as “ the 
ju s t actions o f the 'Soviet U n ion .”

The theore tica l hea rt o f the 
Chinese m anifesto deals w ith  the 
d iffe rence  between con flic ts  be­
tween cap ita lism  and con flic ts  
w ith in  the Soviet sector o f the 
w orld . The fo rm e r are class con­
f lic ts  and irreconcilab le . The la t­
te r  (between w orkers ’ states, 
pa rties  o r in tra -p a r ty ) ,  to the 
Chinese view , stem fro m  d i f fe r ­
ences between “ correct”  and “ e r­
roneous”  op in ions o r fro m  “ in ­
te rests o f a p a r iia l nature.'1’

o f the com ing p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  
appear precisely in  these cu ltu ra l 
fie lds .

R evo lu tiona ry  socia lists m ust 
re jec t the Chinese apology fo r  
S ta lin ism  and fo r  the K rem lin  
bureaucracy w h ich  m ain ta ins 
th a t the d is to rtions  o f Soviet so­
c ie ty  are m in o r and subject to 
correction fro m  the top. As T ro t­
sky declared in 1936, we are deal­
in g  w ith  a R evolution Betrayed. 
Counterposed to  the Chinese 
prom ise o f a con tro lled  and g ra d ­
ual s e lf-re fo rm  o f the  bureau­
cracy is T ro ts k y ’s prognosis, 
w hich events are co n firm in g : “ A ll 
ind ica tions agree th a t the fu r ­
th e r course o f developm ent m ust 
in e v ita b ly  lead to a clash be­
tween the c u ltu ra lly  developed 
forces o f the people and the bu­
reaucra tic  o liga rchy. There is 
no peaceful outcome fo r  th is  
crisis. No devil ever ye t vo lun­
ta r i ly  cu t o f f  h is own claws. 
The S ov ie t bureaucracy w i l l  not 
g ive  up its  positions w ith o u t a 
f ig h t.  The development leads ob­
v ious ly  to  the road o f re vo lu tion .”

D E F E N S E  OF S O V IE T  O R B IT
Precise ly such a revo lu tion  

broke ou t in  H ungary . Despite 
the K re m lin  and Chinese asser­
tio n  th a t im p e ria lism  d irected 
the H ungarian  people, a ll objec­
t ive  reporte rs  agree i t  was a 
mass up ris in g  led by the w orkers 
w ith  the demands o f na tiona l in ­
dependence and soc ia lis t demo­
cracy.

Those who fea r tha t the w o rk ­
ers’ ouster o f the K re m lin  bu­
reaucracy w ill weaken the Soviet 
defense aga inst im peria lism , 
m ust ask themselves the fo llo w ­
in g  questions: W ill the ending o f 
a system th a t alienates the over­
w he lm ing mass o f Soviet and East 
European citizens from  th e ir  gov­

ernm ent weaken o r s trengthen 
the Soviet sector? W ill the end­
in g  of a system th a t oppresses 
whole na tio n a litie s  weaken or 
s trengthen the Soviet U n ion and 
its  a lliance w ith  the E ast E u ro ­
pean nations? W ill the free ing  
of Soviet economy from  the p lun ­
der, g ra ft ,  bu reaucra tic  incom ­
petence by the estab lishm ent of 
w o rkers ’ con tro l weaken o r 
s treng then Soviet economy?

W ill the dem ocra tization o f 
the a rm y  and the end o f i ts  use 
as a repressive force in the con­
cen tra tion  camps, in  Poland and 
H ungary , etc., im prove o r weak­
en the Red A rm y ’s m ora le? W ill 
such a p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  in  the 
Soviet U n ion rescue the name o f 
Communism from  the disrepute 
in to  which i t  has fa lle n  among 
m illio ns  o f w orkers in  the ad­
vanced c a p ita lis t countries, thus 
h inde ring  the im p e ria lis ts ’ plans 
fo r  a ttack and hastening the day 
o f socialism  in  those countries?

(A  subsequent a rtic le  w ill deal 
w ith  the Chinese views on Sta­
lin ism .)
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to ry  at the polls. N eglected has' 
been the su rg ing  m ovem ent o f 
the w orkers w h ich is the m o to r 
fo rce  o f Poland’s developing po­
li t ic a l revo lu tion .

The fo llo w in g  fac ts  and quo­
ta tio ns  w i l l  a ffo rd  a g lim pse o f 
th is  revo lu tiona ry  mass move­
ment.

H e re  is an excerpt fro m  the 
m inutes o f the C entra l C om m it­
tee sessions in  the cruc ia l revo­
lu tio n a ry  days, Oct. 19-21. Roman 
G ranas, a supporte r o f .Gomulka, 
is p ick ing  up the  S ta lin is t  m em ­
bers o f th e  com m ittee on some 
s lig h tin g  rem arks they had made 
about W arsaw.

W A R S A W ’S R O LE
“ W itness tJhe te rr ib le  hatred 

w ith  which certa in  comrades' a t­
ta c k  the c ity  o f W arsaw : W h a t 
rs t i t  about W arsaw  th a t f r ig h t ­
ens them  so? W hat h o rr ib le  dan­
gers do the y  see? I t  is W arsaw  
th a t heads the whole c o u n try  in  
the  spontaneous and revo lu tion ­
a ry  in it ia t iv e  o f w orkers  who are 
dem anding con tro l o f  in dus try . I t  
is  W arsaw  wihich has those 
you th  who enthusiastic-aMy are 
seeking new roads fo r  themselves 
and fo r  Poland. I t  is  a t W arsaw 
th a t  our in te lle c tua ls  courageous­
ly  disperse the da rk  shadows o f 
the  past epoch— blaz ing  .ai new 
road tow a rd  democracy in  the 
press. I t  is  a t W arsaw  th a t the 
ran k -an d -file  o rgan iza tions o f the 
p a rty , w ith  the fa c to ry  o f Zeran 
a t the head, have fo r  m onths 
preached the p o lit ic a l princ ip les 
wh ich we have but now brough t 
to  rea liza tion— now at the e igh th 
session.”

C laude ¡Bourdet, ed ito r o f the 
independent French socia list 
v e e k ly , F rance-O bservateur, w ent 
as correspondent to W arsaw  ea rly  
in  Novem ber. In  his f i r s t  a rtic le , 
date lined Nov. 6, he called the 
resurgence o f the Polish w o rk in g ' 
class an “ aston ish ing phenome­
non”  and added the fo llow ing .

A  R E A W A K E N IN G
“ L e t us s im p ly  say th a t a t th is  

m om ent a ll over Poland w o rke rs ’ 
com m ittees in  g re a t num bers ate 
s p rin g in g  up. They are destined 
soon to in tervene in  the m anage­
m en t o f fac to ries  in the Y ugo­
slav manner, b u t a lready they 
cons titu te— on the model o f the 
w o rke rs ’ m ilit ia s  o f Geran, the 
huge auto p la n t in W arsaw— or­
gans o f v ig ilance  and defense, 
both aga inst fo re ig n  aggression 
and domestic acts o f provocation 
and irre sp o n s ib ility . T h is  ‘ re- 
a c tiv iza tio n ,’ as i t  is called here, 
wh ich has taken place in a few 
days in the  depths o f a w o rk ing  
class s tu lt if ie d  and disgusted by 
years o f S ta lin ism , is s tr ik in g  
and can already be pu t to  the 
c red it o f the Gom ulka reg im e.”

“ T h is  is  t r u ly  a revo lu tion , and 
i t  a lready appears so pow erfu l 
th a t the a ttem pts  o f the N ato- 
lin ia n g  [th e  S ta lin is ts  o f the  Po­
lish  O P] and o f F ranczicek M a­
z u r ’s ‘watchdogs,’ i f  t jie y  occur, 
w i l l  be ha rd  p u t to sabotage 
it .  . . Besides, i t  is n o t on ly the 
‘Polish W orkers  P a rty ’ [th e  OP] 
w h ich  is cleansing its e lf,  the 
whole w o rk in g  class is r is in g  up.”

F o r the 'Nov. 15 issue o f 
France-O bservateur, Bourde t s«nt 
fro m  Poland an a rtic le  .g iv ing 
some o f the background o f the 
October revo lu tion  there. He 
w ro te :

“ S ile n tly  u n t il 1953-54, then

prog ress ive ly  in  .a more and 
more open m anner, discontent be­
gan to  express its e lf.  The revo lt 
of w rite rs , in close connection 
w ith  the w o rk in g  class, go t u n ­
tierw ay. L i t t le  by li t t le ,  in  the 
workshops and offices, as in- the 
ed ito ria l rooms, the opposition 
organized its e lf.  G om ulka ’s re­
tu rn  was n o t a revo lu tion  from  
the top ; i t  was prepared by an 
irre s is tib le  -S'lritation in  the ranks, 
o f which the best-know n— and 
undoubtedly one o f the  m ost 
s tr ik in g — examples is the f ig h t  
o f the w o rkers  o f the Zeran fa c ­
tories.

“ A  revo lu tion  .a lw ays  causes 
men to rise  to  its  tasks. I  have 
a lready said a few  words about 
Gozcfejk, secre tary o f  the Of* in 
the Zeran fac to ries , who today is 
one o f the m ost popu la r men in  
Poland. Thisi b ig  p ro le ta rian  w ith  
prom inent cheekbones, who is no 
more th a ij 25 years o f age, b u ilt  
over a long period o f m onths—  
a t f i r s t  more o r less secretly, 
then more and more openly to 
the degree th a t the  G bm ulk is t 
revo lu tion  shaped up— squadrons 
o f com m unist w orkers, fo r  the 
most p a rt young lik e  h im se lf, 
whose task i t  was to rouse the 
consiiousnes and com b a tiv ity  o f 
w o rkers  th rou gh ou t the country . 
Here is an example.

T H E  G O Z D Z IK I
“ Some tim e  before the  h is ­

toric. days w h ich  saw Gomulka 
rise  to power, Gozdzik -and his 
squad members, Whom people 
fa m il ia r ly  call ‘the Gozdziki',’ had 
gone to W ro c la w [B re s la u ]to  ‘a g i­
ta te ’ the w orkers o f the c ity  and 
show them the need fo r  profound 
Changes in  the local Com m unist 
P a rty . The w o rke rs ’ pressure 
subsequently forced the reg ional 
secre tary o f the p a r ty  to resign. 
P u t the Federal C om m ittee, con­
tro lle d  by hardened bureaucrats, 
re-elected him . Thus s tre n g th ­
ened, he w ro te  to the [P a r ty ’s] 
F ir s t  Secretary, a t th a t tim e 
Ochab, denouncing Gozdzik fo r  
‘coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity . ’

“ B u t i t  was too 'late to  change 
the  d irection  o f events. W ith  the 
accession o f Gom ulka to power 
a s trong  gu s t o f fresh  a ir  swept 
across the coun try . Gozdzik and 
his squad re tu rned  to  W roclaw . 
Once more the y  gathered the 
w orkers  o f the  c ity , asked the 
p a r ty  secre ta ry to come to  the 
m eeting 'and exp la in, fo rced  Ihim 
to adm it his own lies and h is de­
nunciation . T h is  tim e, f in a lly  de­
feated, he rea lized th a t he could 
no longer head the p a rty  and 
re a lly  resigned.

“ N o t on ly  the w o rke rs ’ squads 
fro m  Zeran bu t those fro m  m any 
o ther fac to ries  were engaged in 
th is  w o rk . I t  b lew  up the old 
cadres w h ich  were imbued w ith  
S ta lin is t au th o rita ria n ism  or 
lu lle d  in to  bu reaucra tic  quies­
cence. The m ovem ent also w ent 
a fte r  the m am m oth trade union 
bureaucracy, perhaps the m ost 
foss ilized o f a ll, w h ich  fo llo w in g  
the exam ple o f i t s  chief, K lossie- 
w icz, V ice-P resident o f the Coun­
c il o f S tate ( th a t  is, the collective 
presidency o f the R epub lic), who 
in  accordance w ith  the pure Sta­
lin is t  t ra d it io n  had transfo rm ed 
h is  jo b  o f de fend ing the workers 
in to  th a t o f ad m in is tra to r o f gov­
ernm ent po licy.

...Red-Hunt 
Stepped Up

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)

fro m  the A m erican w o rk in g  peo­
ple, A m erica ’s c a p ita lis t ru le rs  
are in te n s ify in g  the w itch  hunt 
a t home. The la te s t a ttack  on c iv il 
libe rtie s  is the  in d ic tm e n t la s t 
week in  Cleveland o f e ig h t more 
persons (tw o  o f them  prom inen t 
in  the la bo r m ovem ent) under 
the non - Com m unist a f f id a v it  
provis ions o f the  T a ft-H a rt le y  
act. (See s to ry  on 'page 2.) 
Fourteen o ffic ia ls  o f the M ine 
M il l  and S m elte r W orkers  Union 
are a lready fa c in g  a s im ila r in ­
d ic tm en t issued la s t Nov. 16.

The danger o f a new w itc h ­
hunt hyste ria  is  apparent from  
the sensational p u b lic ity  aimed 
a t p rom oting  a spy-scare in  con­
nection w ith  the a rres t la s t week
o f three alledged Soviet spies in  
New Y o rk . A' specia lly screened 
fede ra l grand ju r y  has been 
im paneled fo r  the  case, and is 
scheduled to  stay in  session fo r  
an in d e fin ite  period.

The U.S. A tto rn e y  hand ling  
the case has already appeared on 
te levis ion in  the New  Y oi’k  area 
and has indicated he w a^ con­
s ide ring  seeking the death 
pena lty . I t  was the spy-scare 
hys te ria  around the case o f Ju lius  
and E the l Rosenberg w h ich  
m arked the m ost feve rish  p o in t 
o f the M cC arthy  w itch -hu n t. I t  
served as a vehicle fo r  m ak ing  
deep inroads in to  tra d itio n a l 
c iv il libe rtie s  in  order to  silence 
opposition to  the Korean w ar.

A t  th a t tim e, a record num ber 
o f people were ja ile d , deported 
or b lack lis ted  and deprived o f 
live lihood solely because o f th e ir  
a lleged p o lit ic a l be lie fs  o r a f ­
f ilia t io n s .

I t  is the du ty  o f the  labo r 
m ovem ent to  defend a ll v ic tim s  
o f tho ugh t-co n tro l measures and 
to  defend the A ra b  na tio n a l inde­
pendence movement. The A m e ri­
can w o rk in g  people have no th ing  
to  ga in fro m  the  counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  w a r plans th a t U.S. 
B ig  Business is  d ra w in g  up fo r  
the M iddle East. On the  con­
t ra ry ,  they have e ve ry th in g  to 
lose.

in e v ita b ly  to  support o f the<i 
status quo. Th is applies w ith  
equal fo rce  to  the authors o f the < 
d ra ft  reso lu tion and to those who 
shape th e ir  po litics— the bureau­
cra ts in command in  the USSR.

The bureaucratic caste in the 
Soviet o rb it  is m o tiva ted  by a 
s ing le  purpose— to preserve its  
vas t m a te ria l p riv ileges. To se­
cure these priv ileges, i t  smashed, 
under S ta lin ’s leadership, the de­
mocracy o f the Soviets and im ­
posed its  own d ic ta to r ia l ru le. 
Today i t  sends tanks aga inst the 
revo lu tiona ry  H ungarian  w orkers 
who demand soc ia lis t democracy 
and an end to K re m lin  plunder 
o f th e ir  na tiona l resources and 
th e ir  labor.

Faced w ith  r is in g  mass oppo­
s ition  in Ea'st Europe and in the 
Soviet Union its e lf, the K re m ­
lin  bureaucrats w ant the security  
o f the s ta tus quo. J u s t as the 
union bureaucra t seeks “ ha r­
monious re la tio ns”  w ith  the em­
p lo y in g  class to  be tte r contro l 
the ranks, so the bureaucratic 
caste seeks to “ negotiate d if fe r ­
ences”  w ith  w o rld  cap ita lism . U n ­
leashing the class s trugg le  means 
p u ttin g  the masses in to  independ­
ent action. A nd  h is to ry  has 
shown th a t where the masses are 
in  m otion aga inst th e ir  class en­
emy, they in e v ita b ly  begin to 
th in k  and act in  te rn i9  o f ge t­
t in g  the bureaucratic  parasites 
o f f  th e ir  backs.

F o r the bureaucrat, class peace 
is  alwa'ys be tte r. The line  o f the 
d ra ft  reso lu tion  coincides w ith  
th is  need o f the K re m lin  bureau­
cracy and no t w ith  the needs o f 
the Am erican o r in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class.

These m ust be subordinated to 
the un ited s trugg le  against im ­
pe ria lism ,

A  basic cleavage in the w o rk ­
ing-class movem ent centers p re ­
cise ly on evaluations o f the role 
o f the S ov ie t bureaucracy, the 
na tu re  o f its  con flic ts  w ith  the 
p ro le ta r ia t and o ther segments 
o f S ovie t society and the solu­
tion  o f these conflic ts .

C O N F LIC T S  IN  USSR
A po log is ts  fo r  the present 

ru le rs  o f the USSR deny, m in i­
m ize o r ra tiona lize  away the con­
f l ic ts  between the bureaucratic 
o liga rchy  and a ll the progressive 
forces in S oviet society. Even 
those who adm it the con trad ic­
tions, resolve the  issue in  the 
bureaucracy's fa v o r by m a in ta in ­
in g  th a t th e ir  abo lition  o ther 
than by m u tua l consent would 
be a g re a te r danger than th e ir 
continuance.

The con flic ts  in the .Soviet 
o rb it  d if fe r  fro m  those between 
w orkers and cap ita lis ts  in th a t in 
the case o f the fo rm e r the an­
tagon is ts  are no t both classes. 
The Soviet bureaucracy is a caste 
fo rm a tio n  no t a class. T h a t is to 
say, un like  the cap ita lis ts  in  the 
c a p ita lis t system, i t  has no o r­
ganic, in te g ra l, necessary role 
in  Soviet society. I t  is  a pa ras itic  
fo rm a tio n  on Soviet society and 
w ith  the progress o f th a t society 
tow ard  socialism  w i l l  disappear. 
B u t i t  w il l d isappear no t o f its  
own choosing o r action bu t be­
cause i t  w i l l  be th ro w n  o f f  by the 
workers.

Though i t  is  a caste, its  base 
is  s t i l l  m a te ria l. A n d  its  g r ip  
on tremendous lu x u ry  and p r iv ­
ilege gouged fro m  the w orkers, 
and on p o lit ic a l power usurped 
fro m  the w orkers, is  no less 
tenacious than th a t o f a ru lin g  
class. The violence th a t i t  is 
w i l l in g  to  use aga inst the peo­
ple to  preserve its  econom ically, 
socia lly  and p o lit ic a lly  supe rio r 
pos ition  in Soviet society was 
'b ru ta lly  dem onstrated by .Sta­
l in ’s mass purges and police te r­
ro r  equalled in  modern h is to ry  
on ly  by the representa tive  o f fas­
c is t cap ita lism , H itle r . I ts  recent 
repressions in H u ng ary  show th a t 
its  readiness to  defend its  posi­
t io n  by violence d id  no t die w ith  
S ta lin .

To say th a t the con flic ts  w ith ­
in  the S oviet o rb it are based on 
d iffe rences between “ correct”  and 
“ erroneous”  opinions, as the 
Chinese document asserts, is  to 
belie the fa c t th a t they are based 
on m a te ria l con flic ts  between 
bureaucracy and w orkers, be­
tween bureaucracy and oppressed 
na tiona lities , as rea l as class con­
f l ic ts  in  c a p ita lis t society. .

P E R V A D IN G  C O N F L IC T
T o  add th a t a t the m ost they 

are based on “ in te rests o f a p a r­
t ia l na tu re ”  is to  deny th e ir  scope 
or in te ns ity . Instead o f p a rtia l, 
the co n flic t 'between the bureau­
cracy and the re s t o f Soviet so­
c ie ty  pervades every aspect o f 
Soviet life . I t  is  n o t on ly  eco­
nom ic— a ffe c tin g  the w o rke r in 
the fac to ry , in  the food stores, in 
slum  housing; no t on ly po litica l 
in  e x tin c tion  o f soviets, rigged 
elections, a ly in g  press and rad io ; 
i t  m ust also police a rt, l i te ra ­
tu re  and science. I t  is s ig n if ic a n t 
tKa’t  some o f the  ea rlie s t signs
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management — all these the heads of the 
CPSU admitted had taken place.

They put the blame fo r these crimes on 
aberrations o f Stalin, while claiming tha t 
the basic policies o f his regime were 
sound. They promised sweeping reforms 
in the direction of democracy, elim ination 
o f bureaucracy, better liv ing  conditions 
fo r the masses. And they granted lim ited 
reforms.

The assurances o f S talin ’s heirs tha t 
they had now corrected the “ errors”  of 
Stalinism  were put to a test in the revo­
lu tionary outbreaks in Poland and Hun­
gary. These uprisings were verifica tion  
th a t the admission, promises and actual 
reform s at the 20th Congress arose from  
the pressure o f the Soviet-orbit working 
masses fo r an end to bureaucratic dicta­
torship and not from  any socialist con­
sciousness on the part o f Khrushchev and 
Co.

This pressure exploded in revolutionary 
mass struggles in Poland and Hungary. 
I t  w ill inevitably explode in revolution­
ary struggles in the Soviet Union itself. 
The aims o f the masses were clearly spell­
ed out by the Hungarian Workers Coun­
cils, the organs of working-class struggle. 
These aims are: workers’ democracy on 
the basis o f the socialized property.

TWO ROADS
The crushing o f the Hungarian revolu­

tion by Soviet troops brings the CP m ili­
tants in th is country to the crossroads. 
One road leads back to Stalinism, to the 
subordination o f the Communist parties 
to the Krem lin rulers. That in  tu rn  means 
having to swallow the frame-up tha t the 
Hungarian workers were really “ fascist- 
inspired.”  I t  means having to accept Ka- 
dar and his decree o f the death penalty 
fo r  strikers. I t  means covering up fo r 
b ru ta l repressions added to a previously 
long lis t o f S ta lin is t crimes.

The other road leads to a complete 
break w ith  S ta lin ist crimes and Stalin ist 
apologetics. For a ll those who are devoted 
t o . the communist cause, th is  opens the 
door to the genuine Lenin ist program 
again. I t  means reliance on the world­
wide class struggle as the road to social­
ism. I t  does not mean placing a cross over 
the Soviet Union. The social foundations 
(nationalized property, planned economy) 
are progressive and must be defended as 
the premise fo r socialist construction. But 
no support fo r  the rapacious bureaucracy, 
which Stalin led to power against the re­
gime o f workers’ democracy headed by 
Lenin and Trotsky.

I t  is true tha t the capita list class and 
the State Department “ socialists”  advo­
cate a break w ith  Stalinism, c iting  its  
crimes. They identify  Stalinism w ith  Com­
munism, ju s t as the Stalinists do. B ut they 
proclaim the road to “ socialism”  to be 
support fo r W all S treet’s side in the war 
against the Soviet orb it. That is the worst 
betrayal o f socialism.

We know tha t many CP m ilitan ts are 
pressing fo r a break w ith  Stalinism and 
fo r a re turn  to the principles of Leninism.

Steuben, GP Labor Writer, Hits 
Kadar ‘Death to Strikers’ Law

On Jan. 19, John Steuben, a prominent mem­
ber of the Communist Party in an interview  
with A. H . Raskin on the New York Times, 
urged American Communists to “ repudiate 
everything that smacks of Stalinism.”

Steuben is a form er union organizer and 
has written books and articles on jabor. These 
have been translated and widely circulated 
in the Soviet orbit. He joined the CP 35 
years ago.

Like a host of other CP members, Steuben 
was upset about Soviet trends since Khrush­
chev’s revelations at the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU. But he told Raskin, he made a p ri­
vate resotlve “to Jfive out my few remaining 
years in agony and silence.”  (Steuben suf­
fers from a bad heart condition.)

“ Now,” he said, “the announcement of the 
death penalty for Hungarian strikers makes 
me feel I must cry out against such a crime, 
particularly when it  is done in the name 
of the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat.’

Any government that decrees death for 
strikers, said Steuben, is “ morally bankrupt.” 
The excesses of Stalinism are not only being 
continued by Khrushchev and his gang but 
are taking on worse forms and dimensions.

Steuben told Raskin that he would not tu rn  
informer. “VV.hat this country needs is not 
more informers but room fo r more debate 
and discussion in the market of great ideas.” ;

A Critical Letter and a Reply

Thus fa r, however, th is  pressure has 
found no clear expression in the party 
leadership. A ll attempts o f the revolu­
tionary elements in the ranks o f the CP 
to express the ir w ill through the two 
factions, headed by Gates and Foster, have 
been frustrated.

GATES AN D  FOSTER FACTIONS
We have no doubt tha t many rank and 

file  workers in the CP turned w ith  hope 
to the Gates group, th ink ing  tha t th is 
group was embarking on a genuine break 
w ith Stalinism. However, the obvious ten­
dencies of the Gates group leaders to 
jum p from  the fry in g  pan o f Stalinism 
into the fire  of re form ist Social Democra­
cy could not but baffle  and alarm class­
conscious m ilitants.

On the other hand, when tu rn ing  to 
Foster in the hope tha t he w ill champion 
resistance to opportunism and liquidation- 
ism, the rank and file  m ilita n t is confront­
ed w ith  Foster’s cynical adherence to 
Stalinism as well as his solid agreement 
w ith  the Gates faction on the whole op­
portun ist course symbolized by the class- 
collaborationist support o f the Democra­
tic  Party.

Where to tu rn?  W hat to do? There is 
only one way. I t  is necessary to break 
out o f the treacherous circle o f Stalin­
ism. The leadership fo r  th is  task must 
be found in the ranks in every locality. 
Communist workers must insist tha t the 
discussion continue and deepen. The 
source o f S ta lin is t degeneration must be 
probed. The old taboos on a study o f 
T ro tsky ’s analysis must be destroyed. 
Only by a thoroughgoing 'Leninist discus­
sion can the progressive solution to  the 
party  crisis be found.

E d ito r, The M il i ta n t :

Comrades:
I  have seen tw o  recent issues 

o f the M ilita n t wh ich devote con­
siderable space to  the recent So­
c ia lis t P arty -S oc ia l Dem ocratic 
Federation u n ity  convention. The 
editors o f the M il ita n t  and the 
leaders o f the SW P have a pe r­
fe c t r ig h t  to  take any v iew  o f 
th is  u n ity  they Choose. However, 
I  suspect there  are enough 
grounds to be found fo r  c ritic ism  
o f the u n ity  th a t i t  should no t 
re a lly  be necessary to in ven t and 
fab rica te  facts.

S pec ifica lly , as one o f the 
“ c a p itu la tin g ”  leaders o f the 
P a rty ’s le f t  w ing , I  am very  
curious to  know  the basis fo r  
comrade Dobbs’ s ta tem ent ap­
pearing  in  the Janua ry  28th is ­
sue, th a t the S ocia lis t P a rty  ad­
vocates support fo r  the Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty .

I  am enorm ously curious to  
know  w hy he th in ks  we support 
Guy M o lle t when ou r la s t re g ­
u la r  convention passed a reso lu­
tion  w h ich  stated c le a rly : “ ...This 
convention s tro n g ly  condemns 
M o lle t and those Socia lists in  the 
F rench cabinet who have, sup­
ported h im  in  th is  undem ocratic 
and unsocia lis t hand ling  o f the  
A lg e ria n  cris is . . . The Socia list 
P a rty  supports the dem ocratic 
asp ira tions o f the A lg e ria n  move­
ment, and p a r t ic u la r ly  o f A l­
ge ria n  Socialists, fo r  an inde­
pendent na tion . . . A nd we p a r­
t ic u la r ly  demand th a t the U n ited  
States reverse its  fo rm e r oppo­
s it io n  to  submission o f the issue 
to the U n ited  N ations. . . ”

I  am curious to  know  w h a t 
.makes h im  th in k  we g ive any 
k ind  o f support to  the French 
and B r it is h  dunderheads who 
jo ined Is rae l in  a tta c k in g  E g y p t?  
C e rta in ly , i f  he read the  Call 
c a re fu lly  he could no t long  hold 
th is  im pression.

I t  is a l i t t le  un fo rtuna te  th a t 
he took the s ing le  phrase “ M iss 
K e th ly . . . w i l l  ca ll fo r  a U n ited  
N ations Em ergency Force to be 
dispatched to H u n g a ry ”  fro m  
the December issue o f the Call 
and proceeded to  the  pompous 
assertion th a t “ called by its  r ig h t  
name th is  is an appeal fo r  im ­
p e r ia lis t m il ita ry  in te rven tion  
which would aim to restore capi­
ta lism  in  H u ng ary . , . ”  As a 
p o in t o f fa c t Comrade K e th ly  
has been ve ry  c lear on her op­
position to  m il ita ry  aid as the 
k ind  o f step wh ich would lead 
to  W orld  W a r I I I  and in ev ita b ly  
destroy H u n g a ry  its e lf.

T he charge in an e a rlie r issue 
o f the M il ita n t  th a t M ax Shacht- 
man and the IiSL had urged 'the 
le f t  w ing  o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  
to  “ cap itu la te ”  to  the  r ig h t-w in g  
leadership is com ple te ly w ith o u t 
founda tion , a slander against 
Shaehtman and in d ire c tly  an a t­
tack to the P a rty ’s le f t  w ing  by 
suggesting th a t Comrade Shacht- 
man helps make our po licy. W ith  
a ll due respect to  Comrade 
Shachtman, he does no t now nor

the  m erger, we characterized his 
sudden reversa l as a p o lit ic a l 
cap itu la tio n  to the r ig h t w ing. 
W e see no th ing  in  the  record 
th a t ca lls fo r  a re tra c tio n  on 
th is.

R egard ing the charge o f 
slander aga inst M ax Shachtman, 
we re fe r the  reader to the le tte r  
on th is  page in  w h ich M yra
T anner Weiss re fu tes th is  a llega­
tion .

W h a t we propose to  fu r th e r  
discuss in  th is  issue is  Mc- 
Reynolds’ contention th a t F a rre ll 
Dobbs m isrepresented A n n a  
K e th ly ’s stand on U N  in te rven ­
tion  on H u n g a ry  and the SP’s 
stand on M olle t.

N e x t week we w il l  deal w ith  
M cReynolds’ contention t h a t  
Dobbs u n ju s tly  charged the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  w ith  supporting  the 
Democrats.

U N  A N D  H U N G A R Y  
In s o fa r as the fa c t o f M rs. 

K e th ly ’s stand on U N  in te rven ­
tion  in  H u n g a ry  is concerned, 
M cReynolds’ assertion th a t she 
opposes i t  was answered w ith  
her Jan. 28 appearance before 
the U N  where she did appeal 
to  th a t body to d ispa tch a “ police 
fo rce ”  to  H ungary . W h a t rem ains 
then is the p o lit ic a l sign ificance 
o f M rs. K e th ly ’s stand. Dobbs 
characterized such a stand when 
proposed by the S ocia lis t Call 
as an “ appeal fo r  im p e ria lis t in ­
te rven tion . W e don’t  know  w hat 
to make o f M cReynolds’ assertion 
th a t th is  is “ pompous.”  b u t we 
do believe th a t the character and 
record o f the U N  substantia te 
w h a t Dobbs said.

A l l  experience w ith  the U N  
shows th a t i t  is an agency of 
im p e ria lism  —  more spec ifica lly  
o f U.S. im peria lism . Thus, a UJN 
fo rce  is now in  E gyp t. I t  is  no t 
there to  help the E g yp tia n
masses d rive  ou t im peria lism . I ts  
fun c tion  is ra th e r  to  enable the 
US governm ent to take charge 
o f dealings w ith  the A ra b  na­
tio n a l independence revo lu tion  
and to ensure the hegemony of 
US o il and fin a n c ia l in te rests in  
the area. When the s trugg le
opened in  K orea  to  u n ify  th a t
nation , the U N  in tervened on ly 
to  preserve the  power o f the 
ty ra n t  Rhee and to m a in ta in  the 
reac tiona ry  d iv is ion  o f the coun­
t r y .

A  U.S. decision to send a U N  
“ police fo rce ”  to H u n g a ry  (and 
i t  would requ ire  a U.S. decision 
to b r in g  i t  about) could on ly  
mean aid  to the forces o f ca p ita l­
is t  res to ra tion  in  H u ng a ry  —  in  
sho rt an im p e ria lis t in te rven tion .

T h is  is not what the H ungarian  
w orkers  fo u g h t fo r  so hero ica lly  
aga inst the Soviet tanks. They 
strugg led  fo r  w orkers ’ democracy 
on the basis o f e x is tin g  socialized 
p rope rty  re la tions. W hen the 
SP-SDF ca lls fo r  a U N  “ police 

the SDF and make no a ttem p t! fo rce ”  to in te rvene  i t  is g u ilty  o f 
to block i t . ”  w ha t M cyReynolds (and no t ju s t

Since no th in g  happened d u rin g  Dobbs) accused them  o f tw o  
thpse tw o  m onths to  a lte r  Me- m onths ago, nam ely com prom is- 
Reynolds’ o r ig in a l descrip tion o f I in g  (re a lly , b e tra y in g ) “ socia lis t

has ever dicta ted, decided or 
shaped the po licy o f the P a rty ’s 
le f t  w ing . I f  one o f us has a con­
versation w ith  Comrade Shaffht- 
m an th is  c e rta in ly  doesn’t  mean 
we are rece iv ing advice, much 
less th a t we w i l l  act on it .  I t  is 
qu ite  tru e  th a t Comrade Shaeht- 
m an— along w ith  -Comrade Muste 
and others— have urged no f u r ­
the r fragm e n ta tio n  o f the A m er­
ican L e f t  by sp lits  and resigna­
tions. I f  th is  sensible advice is 
tan tam oun t to u rg in g  c a p itu la ­
tion , then I need a new d ic tion ­
ary.

C e rta in ly  in th is  period there 
is serious need fo r  discussion 
am ong socia lists o f a ll shades 
and opinions. A nd ce rta in ly  the 
SP-SDF can bene fit fro m  com­
radely c r it ic is m  fro m  a ll groups 
on the L e ft.  B u t you m ust pardon 
me i f  I  am considerably less than 
enthusiastic a t c r it ic is m  which is 
based on y o u r subjective p o litica l 
dream w o rld  and which conse­
quen tly  bears no resemblance to 
ob jective re a lity  and is o f v i r ­
tu a lly  no help to  any o f us who 
are t ry in g  to deal w ith  the po­
li t ic a l questions fa c in g  us.

F ra te rn a lly ,
David McReynolds

Editor’s Reply
An. exam ination  o f the w r itte n  

record w il l  dem onstrate th a t 
there is no founda tion  to  Com­
rade McReynolds’ charge th a t 
the M il ita n t  and F a rre ll Dobbs 
have found i t  “ necessary to  in ­
vent and fab rica te  fa c ts ”  in  c r i-  
t iz in g  the SP-S D F m erger.

The move to  un ite  w ith  the 
SDF was in it ia te d  by the r ig h t  
w in g  leadership o f the SP. A f te r  
the actua l nego tia tions were 
under w ay McReynolds resigned 
fro m  the  u n ity  nego tia tions com­
m ittee  and began to  organize the 
le f t  - w in g  opposition to  the 
m erger. In  a Nov. 3 s ta tem ent 
exp la in ing  his res igna tion  fro m  
t h e  com m ittee, McReynolds 
declared th a t “ m erger w ith  the 
SD F would no t be socia lis t u n ity  
and would be a block to  socia list 
u n ity .”  (Em phasis in  o r ig in a l.)

M cR E Y N O LD S  ON M ERG ER
He fu r th e r  stated th a t genuine 

socia lists “ do no t —  ever —  com­
prom ise soc ia lis t opposition to  
m ilita r is m  and im peria lism . B u t 
m erger w ith  the S D F  means f u l l  
support fo r  the w o rs t, m ost 
sham eful polic ies o f the State 
D epartm ent and John Foster. 
D ulles.”

Two m onths la te r, McReynolds 
switched his position. In  a Jan. 9 
le tte r  to the le ft-w in g  opponents 
o f  the m erger, McReynolds 
declared th a t w h ile  “ i t  s t i l l  seems 
qu ite  possible to  block u n ity  a t 
the convention its e lf  . . . (we) 
should now sup po rt u n ity  w ith

A Reply to Shachtman 
By Myra Tanner Weiss

E d ito r, Labor A c tio n :
In  a le tte r  published in La bo r A ction , Jan. 28, M ax Shacht- 

man [N a tio n a l Chairm an o f the Independent S ocia lis t League] 
quoted the Jan. 21 issue o f the M ilita n t, in  w h ich  I  w ro te  about 
the m erger o f the Socia lis t P a rty -S o c ia l Dem ocratic Federation. 
The le f t  w in g  o f the SP denounced the proposed te rm s o f the 
m erger, I  reported, as a “ cap itu la tion  to Dulles and Am erican 
im p e ria lism .”  The M il ita n t  a r tic le  fu r th e r  -said th a t “ the IS L  
instead o f sup po rting  the SP le ft-w in g  in  th is  s trugg le , urged 
them  to accept these term s w hole -hearted ly  and did eve ry th ing  
in its  power to fa c il ita te  the cap itu la tio n  o f the le f t  w ing  leader­
ship.”

A f te r  quo ting  the  above lines in  the M ilita n t,  Shaehtman 
says, “ they are a ra re  case o f the flaw less lie, unm arred a t a 
s ingle po in t by the tru th . I f  the M il ita n t  w r i te r  alludes to  no 
fa c t to support her assertion, i t  is because none exists, and she 
knows it .  The en tire  s to ry  about w h a t the IS L  did  o r did no t 
support . . .  is  pure inven tion , and she knows i t . ”

C o n tra ry  to  the charge th a t the M il ita n t  had “ no fa c t  to  
suppo rt her assertion ,”  1 subm it the  fo llo w in g : In  a m im eo­
graphed memo issued by the Com m ittee fo r  a S oc ia lis t P rog ram  
dated Jan. 9, David McReynolds, Sec’y  o f the CF-SP [C om m ittee  
fo r  a S ocia lis t P olicy, the name o f the SP le ft -w in g ],  expla ined 
w hy he changed his m ind .about opposition to  the m erger w ith  
the SDF.

In  add ition  to o ther exp lanations fo r  h is sudden reversa l, 
he said the fo llo w in g : “ I  have also been re lieved fo llo w in g  
recent ta lks  w ith  M ax Shaehtman since i t  seems the IS L  looks 
upon u n ity  w ith  the SD F as a f i r s t  step tow ard  a re -b u ilt  so­
c ia lis t movem ent under the banner o f the S ocia lis t P a r ty  and 
w i l l  the re fo re  re fra in  fro m  th a t sectarian cross-fire  I  had 
feared. In  fac t, I  tho ugh t i t  ra th e r iro n ic  th a t  when I  la s t m et 
w ith  Shaehtman to urge the IS L  to suspend judgem ent on the 
m erger since I  tho ugh t i t  m ig h t no t prove as d isastrous as I  had 
e a rlie r expected, th a t before I  could, even set fo r th  th is  v iew  o f 
th ings, Comrade Shaehtman was saying how im p o rta n t i t  was 
th a t the le ft-w in g  no t leave the P a rty  in  a h u ff,  b u t rem a in  and 
help make the best o f the u n ity .”

I f  Shaehtman w ants  to repud ia te  M cReynolds’ account o f 
th e ir  discussion, then le t  h im  do so, and the  M il ita n t  w i l l  take 
note o f the correction . In  the m eantim e, I  am sure you w i l l  
oblige me, in  the s p ir it  o f the m ost e lem entary regard  fo r  tru th , 
by pub lish ing  th is  re p ly  to Shachtm an’s le tte r.

S incere ly Yours, 
M y ra  Tanner Weiss

opposition to  . . . im peria lism .”
M cReynolds’ also expresses 

cu rio s ity  as to w hy Dobbs th in ks  
the SP supports the M o lle t gov­
ernm ent in  A lg e r ia  o r E gyp t. 
Dobbs cited an ed ito ria l in  the 
December issue o f S oc ia lis t Call 
w h ich  declared: “ Socia lists in
th is  cou n try  need u n ity  in  o rder 
to Continue th e ir  e ffo r ts  to  assist 
th e ir  comrades abroad . . . who 
occupy seats o f p o lit ic a l power 
in  the free  nations.”  Dobbs said, 
“ T h is c lea rly  means such ‘ so­
c ia lis ts ’ as P rem ie r M o lle t o f 
France,”  and w ent on to  id e n tify  
M o lle t as an in it ia to r  o f the 
invasion o f E g y p t and as the 
present o rgan izer o f the bloody 
im p e ria lis t repression in  A l ­
geria .

But, M cReynolds rem inds us,

the SP adopted a reso lu tion  some 
tim e  ago c r it ic iz in g  M o lle t’s ro le  
in  the w a r aga inst A lg e ria . We 
believe th is  rem inder w ould be 
in  o rder were i t  addressed to  
the  S oc ia lis t C all ed itors, who 
ignored the reso lu tion  com ple te ly 
when they declared s o lid a r ity  
w ith  “ soc ia lis ts ”  in  seats o f 
power. I t  would be equa lly in  
order to  rem ind the m erged SP- 
S D F  o f the  reso lu tion. The SP- 
S D F  also seeks to  assist fe llow  
“ socia lis ts”  in  power, w ith  no 
reservations as to  M o lle t.

The p o lit ic a l issues raised in  
Comrade M cReynolds’ l e t t e r  
w a rra n t the fu lle s t discussion by  
a ll socia lists. B u t baseless 
charges o f “ fa b ric a tio n ”  w i l l  no t 
a id  c la r if ic a tio n  o f these d is ­
puted questions.

No Need for Mourning

SP-SDF Rally on Hungary 
Offers Advice to State Dep't
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D A N IE L  ROBERTS  
Editor, The M ilitan t

The Socialist Doctrine 
On the Mid-East 

F ri., Feb. 8 - 8:30 PM
M ilitan t Labor Forum  
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Questions Discussion

Socialist Party of Japan 
Holds Tokyo Conference

By Ota Ryu
TOKYO, Jan. 20 —  The Japanese Socialist P arty  held 

a conference in Tokyo, Jan. 17-19. According to figures 
issued a t the conference, the Japanese SP has 42,000
members, a lthough  i t  polled elev-'> * •*
en m illio n  votes in  J u ly  195G.

A t  the conference the so-called 
L e ft-w in g  won 22 E xecu tive  Com­
m ittee  seats w h ile  the R ig h t- 
W ing  obtained T8.‘ The General 
Council o f Japanese T rade U n ­
ions, .Sohyo, (w ith  three m il­
lion  m embers) supported the 
L e ft-w in g  and pushed the whole 
p a rty  to the le ft.

CLASS S TR U G G LE  IS S U E
On the o ther hand the Japanese 

Trade U n ion Congress, Zenro 
(800,0tCO m em bers), supported 
the r ig h t is t  fac tion . Between the 
L e ft-w in g  and R ig h t-w in g , the 
m ost ha rd -fo u g h t s tru g g le  was 
over the question w hethe r the 
p a r ty  should take a Japanese- 
p a tr io t ic  position  o r a class^ 
s trugg le  position. The R ig h t- 
w ing  leaders hoped to  ge t the 
whole p a r ty  free  from- the in ­
fluence o f iSohyo, whose leader-1 
ship is com ple te ly in  the hand's 
o f 'L e ft-w in g  soc ia lis t unionists.

The E xecu tive  Com m ittee o f 
Sohyo proposed th a t the Social­
is t  P a r ty  amend its  cam paign 
po licy d ra ft  in  fa v o r o f a “ class- 
s trugg le  p o licy .”  The alleged 
“ class s trugg le  p o licy ”  o f the 
L e ft-w in g  includes a S ta lin is t-  
type s lander aga inst the H u n ­
ga rian  w orkers. A c tu a lly  the 
ideo logy o f the L e ft-w in g  So­
c ia lis ts  is a m ix tu re  o f S ta lin is t 
and Socia l-D em ocratic p o litica l 
beliefs plus a num ber o f correct 
w ork ing -c lass demands. Thus, 
they  demand abrogation  o f the 
m il ita ry  tre a ty  between Japan 
and the U.S., non-recogn ition o f 
Chiang K a i-shek ’s governm ent on 
Taiw an, recogn ition  o f China, etc. 
On the o ther hand, they assert 
tha t “ counter - revo lu tiona ries”  
go t the upper hand in  the H un­
garian events.

The rank and f ile  w orkers who 
fo llow  the L e ft-w in g  Socia lis t 
leaders, especially among the 
trade un ionists, w ant to  s trugg le  
fo r  soc ia lis t change in  Japan.

They showed th is  c le a rly  both at 
the Sohyo convention las t A u g ­
ust and a t the recent SP con­
ference. T h e ir ideology is  con­
fused because o f the po licy o f 
th e ir  leaders.

Despite th is  fa c t, the Japanese 
w o rk in g  class is developing an 
ever g re a te r sym pa thy  fo r  the 
Chinese w o rk in g  class. D u rin g  
1956, o f 590 members o f fo re ig n  
trade union de legations to v is it  
China, 247 represented Japanese 
unions. T h is  is  a measure o f 
g ro w in g  recogn ition  among Jap­
anese w orkers th a t they ough t to 
aid the bu ild in g -up  o f C h ina on 
the basis o f socialized p ro p e rty  
re la tions. I t  also te s tifie s  to  
g ro w in g  consciousness among 
them th a t the ru le  o f Japanese 
cap ita lis ts  and land lords should 
be ended and a planned1 economy 
established.

The Jlanuary SP conference 
showed th a t the re vo lu tio n a ry  
pressure o f rank and f ile  w o rk ­
ers is g row ing . The force w ill 
su re ly  assert its e lf  in  the near 
fu tu re  as a fu ll- fle d g e d  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  socia list movement.

N. Y. Militant Labor 
Forum

CAN TH E POLITICS 
OF CO-EXISTENCE”  

STOP WAR?

Speaker:
Frances James

Friday, Feb. 8 —  8 P.M.
C o n trib u tion  25c. 

Questions and Discussion

•
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

(ne a r U n ion  Square)

By Fred Halstead
The f ir s t  o f f ic ia l pub lic  action 

o f the new ly merged Socia list 
P a rty -S oc ia l ¡Democratic Fed­
era tion  was the sponsorship o f a 
m eeting in  New Y ork , Jan. 25, on 
H ungary , w ith  Anna K e th ly , em i­
gre M in is te r o f State in  the N agy 
governm ent and leader o f the 
H ungarian  Social Dem ocratic 
P a rty , ag guest speaker.

The tone o f the m e tin g  was 
set by the Am erican Social Dem­
ocra ts who preceded M iss K e th ly  
in  addressing the audience o f 200 
th ro u g h  ia m icrophone labeled 
“ Radio L ibe ra tio n .”  Leon Den- 
nen, a u th o r and Scripps-Howard 
correspondent, devoted his re ­
m arks to g iv in g  advice to tlhe 
U jS. S tate D epartm ent. “ We 
m ust te ll the H ungarians,”  he 
said, “ th a t wo are not fo r  a re ­
tu rn  to  tlhe sta tus quo ante. 
The w orkers  o f H u ngary  and of 
E as te rn  Europe do no t w an t the 
old European cap ita lism  back. 
T h a t cap ita lism  was d iffe re n t 
fro m  U n ited  States cap ita lism , 
w h ich  is dem ocratic.”

Dennen adm itted  th a t A m er­
ica ’s c a p ita lis t ru le rs  th in k  in  
te rm s  o f a “ w ar o f lib e ra tio n ”  
in  the Soviet block, but he 
th o u g h t the H ungarian  events 
w ou ld  show them  th p t such a

po licy is no t necessary o r cor­
rect. He and a ll the o the r speak­
ers, however, avoided the s lig h t­
est opposition to  the  prepara­
tions o f  UJS. cap ita lism  fo r  such 
a w a r. He o ffe red  as a guaran­
tee th a t the U.S. would n o t s ta r t  
a tih ird w o rld  w ar, the fo llo w ­
in g  sta tem ent: “ President E isen­
hower, I happen to  know from  
personal conversations w ith  him , 
hates w ar. Im ag ine  a v ic to rious  
general o f any o ther n a tio n a li­
ty  being a p a c if is t!”

Vera Rony, secre tary o f the 
W orkers  Defense League, revea l­
ed how l i t t le  in  common the SP- 
SDP m ilieu  has w ith  soc ia lis t 
ideas by p re fa c in g  her appeal fo r  
an action w ith  “ I ca ll on you to 
engage in  an a n ti-M a rx is t p lo t.”  
She said the audience should 
“ prove M a rx  w ro ng  in his thesis 
th a t people move p o lit ic a lly  when 
they are econom ically oppressed 
and do no t do so when they are 
so oppressed.”

The A m erican people, accord­
in g  to Rony, are no t oppressed 
now, and should “ prove M arx  
w ro ng ,”  by re a lly  go ing  a ll-o u t 
to c ircu la te  a pe titio n  to keep 
the H ungarian  s itu a tio n  before 
tlhe pub lic  eye. The pe tition , she 
said, has already been approved 
by Senator W illia m  Know land

and o ther such un-oppressed 
Am ericans.

'Norman Thomas, in  b r ie f  re­
m arks, said th a t  the  U .N . was 
m ak ing  some progress arid is s t i l l  
the ihope o f the W orld .

Anna K e th ly , emphasized the 
ro le  o f the H ungarian  W orkers 
Councils as she a ttacked  the 
K re m lin ’s slander tihat the  up­
r is in g  was fasc is t-insp ired . B u t in  
no w ay did she support the  idea 
th a t p o lit ic a l pow er in  H ungary 
should have been vested in  these 
councils. “ The coalition- govern­
m en t o f Im re  N a g y  is  tlhe on ly 
le g a lly  constitu ted  governm ent o f 
H u n g a ry ”  she said.

In  speaking o f the  fu tu re , she. 
advocated on ly  re liance on U N  
action, .and in vague te rm s on 
aid  from  W estern governm ents 
and o ffic ia ls  and “ pub lic  op in­
io n .”  She emphasized th a t the 
H ungarian  w orkers d id  no t w a n t 
a re tu rn  to  cap ita lism , b u t did 
no t call upon w orkers  in  cap­
ita l is t  countries to  defeat tlhe 
re s to ra tio n 's t aims o f th e ir  own 
governm ents.

In  rep ly  to a question, she said 
she opposed U.S.-arm ed in te r ­
vention in  H ungary . B u t on Jan. 
29, yvhile te s t ify in g  before a 
special U N  commission, she ad­
vocated th a t a U N  police force 
be sent to H jin g § ry .

By V. Grey
M am oru Shigem itsu, recent

Fore ign M in is te r o f Japan, died 
la s t week to  the accom panim ent 
o f ly r ic a l eulogies fro m  his
c a p ita lis t contem poraries in
Japan and on ly  s lig h t ly  less 
e ffus ive  praises fro m  his fo rm e r 
ca p ita lis t enemies in  the U n ited  
States.

S h igem itsu  was also F ore ign 
M in is te r o f  Japan d u r in g  the  
Second W orld  W ar. He signed 
the "u nco nd ition a l su rrender”  to 
the U n ited  States in  the fam ous 
B a ttle sh ip  M issouri <?eremony.
Since then h is h is to ry  was a 
varied one.

A f te r  the w a r he was ja ile d  
as a "w a r  c r im in a l”  by the 
Alli-ed O ccupation fo r  crue l 
trea tm e n t o f A m erican p rison ­
ers. H e was paroled in  1950 by  
M a cA rth u r, back in  p o litic s  
w ith in  three m onths, and doing 
business a t the old stand as 
F ore ign  M in is te r by 1954.

H A P P Y  R E U N IO N
M oreover, d u rin g  h is  v is i t  to 

the U n ited  States the ve ry  next 
year, he was fe ted and dined by 
A m erica ’s m ost solid citizens, —  
m ostly  bankers. W hen he came to  
New  Y ork , he lunched w ith  John 
D. R ockefe ller the T h ird , and 
Thomas E. Dewey. He then had 
a cord ia l, in  f a r t  jo v ia l,  v is it  
w ith  h is  e rs tw h ile  conqueror, 
General Douglas M a c A rth u r; 
luncheon the ne x t day a t the 
Bankers C lub (sponsored by the 
Chase M anha ttan  Bank, the 
F ir s t  'N a tiona l C ity  Bank, and 
the Bank o f  A m e r ic a ) ; and 
d inner the n e x t evening w ith  
B ernard  Baruch, the m u lti-m il-  
lip n a ire  octogenarian bond sales­
man fo r  the bank ing  house o f 
M organ.

The process o f fre e in g  the so- 
called “ w a r c r im in a ls ”  o f Japan 
and m aking them  the associates 
o f such respectable non-crim ina ls  
as A m erican bankers has been 
go ing on fo r  some tim e. As 
e a rly  as 1952, s ix  o f the tw elve 
members o f P rem ier Y osh ida’s 
csMp.et w e f t  re h a b ilita te d  "p u r-

gees.”  H atoyam a, who became 
prem ier in  1954 and was ju s t 
replaced by Tanzan Ish ibash i, in  
h is tim e had been an enthusiastic 
supporte r o f H it le r .  A nd  Is h i­
bashi h im se lf who is  now being 
passed o f f  as a “ m oderate”  new­
com er to po litics , was a good 
f r i e n d  o f H a toyam a; was 
M in is te r o f F inance under the 
W a ll-S tre e t puppet Yoshida in  
1946; was purged fro m  public 
life  by the Am erican Occupation 
in  1947; and was f in a lly  given 
a dem onstra tive okay by an o f ­
f ic ia l v is it  fro m  John Foster 
Du lles in  1951 w h ile  Ish ibash i 
was s t i l l  on the purge lis t.

I f  th is  unholy crew o f Japan­
ese rascals are now hand-in- 
glove w ith  th e ir  fo rm e r enemies 
—  the b ig g e r rastfals o f W a ll 
S treet, th is  is because Japan is 
W a ll S tree t’s indispensable a lly  
in any w a r w ith  China and the 
Soviet U n ion. B u t the now- 
favo rab le  a ttitu d e  o f  Am erican 
B ig  Business tow ard  Japanese 
c a p ita lis t m ilita r is m  has no t 
won the Japanese masses over 
to  the prepara tions fo r  w a r. 
Japanese and Am erican ca p ita l­
ism combined have no t succeed­
ed in  erasing the  a n ti-w a r clause 
fro m  the Japanese constitu tion , 
iro n ic a lly  p u t the re  by  M ac­
A r th u r  aga inst the  wishes o f 
Shigem itsu and h is fr ien ds  when 
Japan was s t i l l  the  “ enemy.”

The Japanese masses liked  the 
idea o f ou tlaw ing ’ w a r then, and 
they like  i t  now. They have no 
cause to  weep fo r  Shigem itsu; 
B oth  as r iv a l and stooge o f W a ll 
Street, they know  h im  as the 
consistent opponent o f the w o rk ­
in g  dass and proponent o f w ar.

Shigem itsu mended some o f 
the broken threads tying- Japan 
to the res t o f the  c a p ita lis t 
world . He succeeded in  f in a lly  
ga in ing  Japan’s adm ission to  the 
U.N (som eth ing o f a fe a t under 
the c ircum stances). I t  would be 
w ro ng  to deny the value o f his 
services to B ig  Business, bo th  
Am erican and Japanese.

H a v ing  p u t a few  patches on 
h is l i t t le  c a p ita lis t w o rld  before 
his jou rney  to the next, M r. 
Shigem itsu probably died w ith  
the conviction th a t his succes­
sors w ould com plete the patch­
w ork. B u t p ragm a tic  Japanese 
cap ita lism , in  sp ite  o f  its  
f le x ib i l i t y  and ju s tly  fam ous in ­
genu ity , and in  sp ite  o f the 
“ understand ing”  o f its  A m erican 
ca p ita lis t mentors', w i l l  prove 
u t te r ly  incapable o f m ak ing  the 
pa tch-w ork  las t. A n y  serious in ­
te rru p tio n  o r w eakening o f 
Japanese fo re ig n  trade fo r  ex­
ample, w i l l  have an im m ediate, 
thunderous im pact upon the  a l­
ready super-explo ited w o rk in g  
class. Japanese society w i l l  then 
tea r its  seams so w ide th a t even 
the cleverest pa tch-w orkers w i l l  
be com ple te ly helpless. A nd 
Japanese cap ita lism  w i l l  be con­
signed to  the  same place as 
Shigem itsu.



The Negro Struggle
By Jean Blake

AFL-CIO Please Note
The outspoken editor o f the Cleveland 

Call and Post, Ohio’s largest Negro 
weekly, recently posed a good question to 
Negro trade unionists, one which we th ink  
should properly be placed before every 
white unionist as well.

In  the issue of Dec. 29, 1956, W illiam  
0. W alker wrote:

“The Executive Committee of the AFL- 
CIO has authorized Mr. Meany to send a 
letter to the presidents of all affiliated 
and international unions, calling on them 
to instruct their local unions to take into 
membership without payment of initiation 
fees, any Hungarian worker holding a 
Union card in his native country.

“ Every Negro labor union member 
should read th is  statement and ponder 
over it , ”  M r. W alker continues. “ While 
American labor leaders’ hearts are bleed­
ing in sympathy fo r the Hungarian work­
ers, these same labor leaders are r ig h t 
now denying to Negro workers w ith  skills, 
the r ig h t to pay the ir fu ll in itia tion  fees 
and other assessments and become union 
members and have the r ig h t to be em­
ployed in American industry. . .

“ I  don’t  begrudge any consideration 
given to  Hungarians who may flee tyran ­
ny. However, I  do say tha t American 
union labor as well as American business 
should have equal concern fo r every other 
human being who shows the same courage 
in  fleeing tyranny and persecution, 
wherever they live.

“To date, no one in America has shown 
the least sympathy for the millions of

South Africans who have been unmer­
cifully persecuted and murdered by the 
Dutch whites of South Africa. And, again 
I  say practically no sympathy has been 
shown to the millions of Negroes who 
have had to flee the South to escape the 
Ku Klux Klan, the White Citizens Coun­
cils and other bigoted groups. . .”

Then M r. W alker makes a particu la rly  
emphatic po in t: “ I t  is high tim e tha t 
Negro members o f labor unions raise the ir 
voices in behalf o f th e ir own people as 
well as themselves, fo r tyranny is ju s t 
as oppressive to Negroes as i t  is to whites. 
The sympathy and concern o f the A m eri­
can people fo r the oppressed should not 
be based on the color o f the ir skin, or the 
country from  which they come. Missis­
sippi, Alabama and Georgia are much 
closer to the office o f President Meany 
than is Hungary, so why should th is great 
labor leader overlook the oppressed in 
these states, is a question Negro labor 
members should demand an answer to.

*“I f  labor rules and regulations can be 
suspended for white Hungarians, then 
why can’t the application of the same laws 
be fairly applied to Negro workers who 
do not ask for a suspension of anything, 
but only the same opportunity of other 
workers to use their skills in the trades 
they are experienced in?”

That’s a very good question. We would 
like to see George Meany, W alter Reuther, 
David J. McDonald, and all the rest o f the 
bureaucrats who represent the State De­
partm ent w ith in  the labor movement 
answer it.
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...Interview with Helen Sobell

Cal. Racists Repudiated; 
Negro Family Greeted

TWIN CITIES
Labor Forum

“THE EISENHOW ER  
DOCTRINE*

“ A  T h rea t to  the  A rabs ’ 
S trug g le  fo r  Freedom ”

Speaker: 
Dorothy Schultz

F ri., Feb. 8 —  8 P.M.

322 Hennepin Avenue 
Second F loo r 
M inneapo lis

•
Auspices:

T w in  C ities Labor, 
F orum  Com m ittee

Helen and Morton Sobell

acts o f you r co-conspirqtors are 
chargeable to you, even i f  you 
don’t  know  exactly w ha t they 
are doing. . .”  ('Record, p. 1444)

Thus the prosecution wasn’t  
required to  and didn ’ t  t r y  to  
prove th a t Sobell even knew o f 
the so-called “ th e ft ”  o f atom ic 
secrets. Y e t he was tr ie d  and 
convicted in  a courtroom  dom i­
nated com plete ly by the hyste ria  
o f the alleged th e ft  o f nuclear 
secrets.

T he governm ent was able to 
connect Sobell up w ith  the “ con­
sp iracy”  solely on the testim ony 
o f one man. T h is  was so clear 
th a t Judge K au fm an in h is in ­

s truc tions  to the ju r y  was com­
pelled to say, “ I f  you do no t be­
lieve the tes tim ony o f M ax 
E iitc h e r as i t  pe rta ins  to Sobell, 
then you m ust acqu it the de­
fen dan t So'bell.”  (Record, p. 
1560)

A nd who was th is  man on 
whom  Sobell’s freedom  depended? 
E iitc h e r was M orton  SobelTs 
close fr ie n d . They had gone to 
school together. They had shared 
an ap artm en t in  W ashing ton, 
D. C. E iitc h e r was best man a t 
S obell’s wedding. H e  te s tifie d  
th a t Sobell recru ited  h im  to the 
Com m unist P a rty  a fte r  they f i r s t  
discussed the m a tte r la te  in  1939.

Buffalo Area Steel Workers 
Deliver Setback to McDonald

SEATTLE
Negro History Week 

Commemoration

“The Real Background 
Of Segregation”

A  M a rx is t re fu ta tio n  o f the 
slanderous L ife  Magazine 

series on the o rig in s  o f 
segregation.

Two Lectures 
By Richard Fraser

Sat.. Feb. 9 —  8 P.M.
“ F rom  S lavery to  

E m ancipation”

Wed., Feb. 13 —  8 P.M.
“ The Reconstruction and 

J im  C row ”

•
Refreshm ents 

Social Even ing

655 M A IN  STREET
D onation  35 cents

By Charles Seaman
B U F F A L O , January 20 —  O r­

ganized support by rank and f ile  
eteel w orkers on the N iagara  
F ro n tie r  fo r  Don R arick, head 
o f the Dues P rotest Movement, 
has dealt the M cDonald-M olony 
machine an im p o rta n t setback in  
the cam paign fo r  the pow erfu l 
post o f U n ited Steel W orkers  In ­
te rna tiona l President.

Lo ca l 2693 o f the  A llegheny 
Lud lum  iSteel C o rpora tion  in 
nearby D u n k irk , iN.Y. and Local 
2602, one o f the fo u r pow erfu l 
loca ls o f the Bethlehem  Steel Co. 
in  Lackawanna, held m eetings 
ad-dressed Toy R a rick  and pledged 
th o ir  wholehearted support to 
a id  h im  in  h is f ig h t  to  unseat 
M cDonald.

A t  the Local 2602 m eeting, rep­
resenting  abou t 3,290 members, 
the ranks opposed, the  pleas o f 
S ta ff  Representative Ju lian  
Bruce, top M olony aide in charge 
o f the Lackawanna .area, and 
pledged $1,500 ou t o f th e ir  local 
treasu ry  fo r  the 'R arick cam paign. 
Th is came as a b ig  su rp rise  to 
the labor movement here.

M O LO N Y  TO N E S  DO W N
Joseph M olony, Regional D i­

re c to r o f D is tr ic t  4 attacked 
R a rick  as fo llow s, according to 
the Jan. 23 B u ffa lo  E ven ing 
News: “ I cannot and w il l  no t 
support M r. R a rick . He is w ith ­
out experience, and has no t served 
his apprenticesh ip in  our un ion.”

One union member stated in  an­
sw er to  th is : “ I f  M oiony means 
th a t R a rick  hasn’t  M cDonald’s 
experience in  buddying around 
w ith  the boss, th a t ’s the k ind  o f 
inexperience I ’m go ing to  go fo r  
on F eb ru a ry  12.”

Mol-ony’s m ild  rebuke to 
R a rick  was a fa r  c ry  fro m  the 
w ay lie  p rev ious ly  characterized 
R a ric k ’s clues p ro te s t movement 
as “ tra ito ro u s .”  T h is  charge, by 
■Molony ind ica ted th a t he fea-rs 
th a t ra n k  and f i le  sen tim ent fo r  
R arick  is g row ing . The pro test 
movement has also forced tlhe Mc­
D onald-M olony forces to  c a rry  
fu ll-p a g e  ads in  the B u ffa lo  press 
dep ic ting  M cDonald as responsi­
ble fo r  the g re a t ga ins th a t the 
steel w o rke rs  have made since 
1936.

A t  the Local 2693 A llegheny 
Ludlum  m eeting held in  D u nk irk , 
which was attended by delega­
tions o f steel w orkers from  P it ts ­
burgh, B u ffa lo , Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and Canada, one 
fa c t stood out. The men who 
attended th is  m eeting were r ig h t 
fro m  the steel m ills . They knew 
f irs th a n d  w h a t R a rick  was ta lk ­
in g  about 'and when ¡he attacked 
the evils o f the M cDonald m a­
chine he received a standing ova­
tion  fro m  over 300 fo llow ers . 
R a rick  charged th a t be had been 
subjected to th rea ts  o f violence 
since the p ro tes t movement be­
gan and prom ised his cam paign 
would develop around a f ig h t  fo r  
more democracy in  the union.

LOS ANGELES
Negro History Week 

Meeting
Hear

GRACE BENNETT
“ R ide In te g ra te d ! —

The F ig h t A ga ins t Bus 
Segregation”

and

ERROLL BANKS
Candidate fo r  M ayo r o f L . A .

“ Negroes and the  \ 
T w o -P a rty  System ”

Fri., Feb. 8 —  8:15 P.M.

1702 E . F o u rth  St.

D iscussion Refreshm ents

Detroit Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

presents a ta lk  on

“Prospects for Socialism 
In America”

F ri., Feb. 8 —  8 P.M .

•
A Celebration of 

Negro History Week 
F r i. ,  Feb. 15 —  8 P.M .

1. See “ W a lk  to  .Freedom,”  
docum entary m ovie on the 
M ontgom ery bus boycott.
2. H ear Jean Blake, M il ita n t  
co lum nist, on “ W h a t N e x t in 
the F ig h t A g a in s t Segrega­
t io n ? ”
3. A  social a f fa ir  a f te r  the 
m eeting.

•
E U G E N E  V . D EBS H A L L  

3737 W oodward, 2nd F loo r

Seven Garment Workers 
Killed in New Haven Fire

By David Dreiser
N'EW  H AVEN , January 26— Fire  struck an 80-year 

old structure in the old downtown section o f this c ity  two 
days ago leaving seven known dead and eight on critica l
l is ts  in  local hospita ls. ¡Firemen®-

By Lois Saunders
LOS A N G E LE S , Jan. 26 —  A  

sm all O range C oun ty  com m unity  
th is  past week executed a sharp 
“ abou t-face”  and in  a he a rt­
w a rm ing  dem onstra tion  welcomed 
a young N egro  lieu tenan t and 
his w ife .

N e ighbors in  the (L ife tim e 
Homes tra c t  in  exclusive Garden 
G rove fo rm ed  a welcom ing com­
m ittee  an*d «'s A nnapo lis  g rad­
uate L t. H a ro ld  B au du it and his 
w ife  moved in to  the  fou r-bed­
room home they had ju s t  p u r­
chased, women fro m  across the 
s tree t and down tihe bl'ock came 
to  make a f r ie n d ly  call. They 
b ro u g h t home-made cakes and

je lly , co ffee  .»nd s o f t  d rinks, and 
as the day wore on a home- 
cooked, nourish ing  meal.

M O N D A Y -N IG H T  S W IT C H
The B audu its  moved in last 

F r id a y . The stream  o f neighbors 
began im m edia te ly . On Saturday 
they b rough t more g ifts , more 
ho t food. On Sunday they were 
s t i l l  p ro v id ing  ho t meals fo r  the 
f i r s t  N egro couple in  th e ir  m idfit.

The c row n ing  dem onstra tion o f 
the sw itch  in  com m un ity  a ttitud e  
rame on M onday n ig h t. Lead ing 
spokesman o f the  Homeowners 
A ssociation, h a s tily  fo rm ed  to 
p reven t the B audu its  fro m  oc­
cupying th e ir  home, made a per­
sonal ca ll on the new residents. 
He in v ited  the  lieu tenan t to jo in  
the association as an "honored 
m em ber.”

A  week ea rlie r th is  same man 
was addressing a m eeting o f 200 
residents called fo r  the purpose 
o f ra is ing  $3250 to  “ buy ou t”  the 
lieu tenan t and re im burse h im  fo r  
the down paym ent he had made.

A n  .articu la te m in o r ity  a t th a t 
m eeting was drowned ou t when 
tlhey accused the speakers- o f race 
pre judice. N o pre jud ice  a t a ll, 
they rep lied, in s is tin g  th a t th e ir  
m ain concern- was th a t the pres­
ence o f a Negro fa m ily  would 
b rin g  about a decline o f p ro pe rty  
values.

M IN O R IT Y  C A M P A IG N S
B u t the m in o r ity , overwhelmed 

a t the meeting', was -by no means 
defeated. They in v ite d  the lieu ­
tenant, dismayed a t .the h o s tility  
and prepared to  look elsewhere 
fo r  a home, to  another m eeting

the same n ig h t. They assured 
h im  th a t i f  he and h is  w ife  
moved in  they w ou ld  lhave 
friends . T h is  was on' Sunday. 
The Baudu its  had u n t il F rida y  
to decide w hethe r to  cancel th e ir  
con trac t o r to move in. The lieu ­
tenan t was n o t ava ilab le  when 
members o f the Homeowners A s­
sociation tr ie d  to reach him .

.Meanwhile the  determ ined m i­
n o r ity  got. busy on the telephone, 
in  house m eetings, in  across-the- 
fence discussions. The local^news­
paper came ou t w ith  a su rp ris ­
in g ly  good stand. A  m in is te r who 
supported the association was 
faced w ith  a re vo lt in  '-his own 
church. O ther m in is te rs  were ap­
proached and the issue o f race 
pre jud ice was placed squarely 
before them.

Garden G rove received na tion ­
w ide adverse p u b lic ity  a yea r ago 
when D r. Sammy Lee, tw o -tim e  
O lym pic d iv in g  champion, was 
denied a home because he was a 
Korean. The good people o f the 
com m unity  did no t w a n t a repe­
t it io n . Garden1 Grove, in c iden ta l­
ly , is on ly  a stone’s th ro w  fro m  
V ice P resident N ix o n ’s s tam ping 
grounds in  La  Habra and W h it­
t ie r .

A  dozen P ro tes tan t m in is ters 
.and 'a C atholic P rie s t took ou t 
an ad in the Garden Grove D a ily  
News, ch id ing  th e ir  flocks 
aga inst the evils o f  race prejudice 
and u rg in g  them  to  welcome a 
s tra n g e r in  th e ir  m idst.

When the newspaper on T hurs­
day ca rried  a s to ry  th a t a dozen 
women in  the L ife t im e  Homes 
tra c t had form ed a welcom ing 
com m ittee fo r  the B audu its , the 
opposition coliapsed.

On F r id a y  the B audu its  moved 
in. T hey  were greeted w ith  a 
touching show o f friend liness. 
They like  th e ir  new homo and 
th e ir  new neighbors.

The hard crust o f pre jud ice in  
a sm all li ly -w h ite  com m unity  in 
O range County has been cracked. 
The s trugg le  w i l l  continue.

(Continued from  page 1) 
intended concretely to  charge 
aga inst Sobell.

The in d ic tm e n t aga ins t him 
was the same as the one issued 
aga inst the  Rosenbergs. In  th a t 
ind ic tm en t eleven "o v e rt acts”  
th a t constitu ted  th e ir  “ conspira­
cy”  were lis ted. B u t no t one o f 
these “ ove rt acts”  involved M o r­
ton , Sobell.

W H A T  IS  T H E  C H AR G E?
A s P h illip s  said in  his open­

ing  rem arks to the ju r y  on M arch 
7, 15)51, “ A n y  endeavor we made 
to  f in d  out, fr ie n d ly  asking, 
p leading fo r  in fo rm a 'tion , m ak­
in g  m otions fo r  in fo rm a tio n  and 
any other way, was thw a rte d  on 
■all sides, as we stand here be­
fo re  you as ig no ran t o f w ha t is re ­
a lly  m eant to be charged against 
Sobell as you 16 ladies and gen­
tlem en are to whom I  am ta lk in g  
now.”  (Record, p. 192)

The t r ia l  lasted three weeks. 
The case was re fe rred  to  in the 
da ily  press sensationa lly as the 
“ atom  'bomb spy t r ia l . ”  Y e t one 
can search the charges against 
iSobell, Che tes tim on y  aga inst 
him , the en tire  record o f the t r ia l 
and one cannot f in d  a s ing le  con­
nection between iSobell and any­
th in g  pe rta in in g  to  atom ic se­
crets.

As a m a tte r o f fa c t the prose­
cution  couldn’ t  come up w ith  
a n y th in g  concrete th a t Sobell 
was supposed to  have sto len fro m  
his job  as an, e lectron ics en­
gineer. The closest the prosecu­
to r  could come to  a concrete 
charge was the reference o f M ax 
E iitch e r, prosecution witness, to 
w hat appeared to be a 35 m il l i ­
m eter f i lm  can th a t Sobell was 
supposed to  have taken fo r  de liv ­
ery to Rosenberg.

■No sto len secret o f an y  k ind  
was named by the prosecution 
aga inst Sobel-l. B u t M orton  So- 
bel'l knew  the Hosenbergs. He 
had gone to  college w ith  Ju lius  
Rosenberg. They had taken the 
same courses in  engineering. 
They had seen each o the r oc­
casionally in  the in te rven ing  
years. A nd  as K au fm an expla ined 
a t the t r ia l ,  “ the law  o f con­
sp iracy is th is : th a t once you 
have jo ined in  a conspiracy, the

E litc h e r ’s f i r s t  encounter w ith  
spy business, according to his 
s to ry, occurred in  June 1944, 
when J u liu s  Rosenberg v is ite d  
h im  in  W ash ing ton  and p ro ­
posed th a t E litc h e r  steal govern­
m ent secrets fro m  his job  in  the 
N avy D epartm ent. (The Rosen- 
bergs s tea d fas tly  denied a ll ac­
cusations o f spy a c tiv ity .)  E l i t ­
cher knew Rosenberg on ly  cas­
ua lly  in  college. A t  the t r ia l  
E litc h e r was asked, was Rosen­
berg on ly “ a vague person in  
you r m ind . . . d u rin g  you r col­
lege days?”  He replied, “ yes.”  

A f te r  leav ing  school they 
hadn’t  seen each o ther fo r  about 
s ix  years except fo r  an acci­
dental encounter in  a sw im m ing 
pool when on ly g ree tings were 
exchanged. Y e t in  1944 Rosen­
berg  was supposed to  have sud­
den ly  proposed th a t E litc h e r “ en­
gage in  espionage.”

E L IT C H E R ’S M O T IV E
E litc h e r ’s re p ly  w asn ’t  e ithe r 

yes o r no. B u t, according to  
h im , fo r  the nex t s ix  years—  
-1944-1050— he was repeatedly 
asked to g ive  secrets though he 
gave none, he was trea ted as a 
fu ll- fle d g e d  consp ira to r, to ld  
about the a c t iv ity  o f others, as 
w e ll as the problem s and s tra t­
egy o f the so-called spy group.

T h is  incred ib le  s to ry , w ith o u t 
a sing le shred o f m a te ria l ev i­
dence o r corrobo ra tion  by o ther 
witnesses, was used by the prose­
cu tion  to  send ¡Sobell to prison 
fo r  30 years.

The fo llo w in g  fa c ts  ind ica te 
to  me, a fte r  a thorough s tudy o f 
the Record and o ther m a te ria l, 
w ha t m ust re a lly  have happened 
w ith  E litch e r. Sometime in  1<947, 
E litc h e r had to  s ign  a lo y a lty  
oath to  keep his governm ent job. 
F rom  th a t tim e on he was scared 
to death o f a p e r ju ry  charge. By 
1948, he q u it  his governm ent job  
and w ent to w o rk  a t the Reeves 
In s tru m e n t Corp. where Sobell 
was employed. He moved h is  
fa m ily  in to  a house whose back 
ya rd  jo ined  th a t o f the Sobell 
fa m ily . W hen the dreaded v is it  
o f the F B I f in a lly  occurred in  
June 1950, the F B I agents " to ld  
me [E litc h e r ]  they  had in fo rm a ­
tio n  to the e ffec t th a t I  had given 
m a te ria l fo r  purposes o f espio­
nage.”  (Record, p. 283)

Thus no t on ly  did E litc h e r fea r 
prosecution fo r  p e rju ry , bu t he 
feared being charged w ith  espio­
nage. O bviously the F B I had a 
p lia n t too l in  th e ir  hands. He 
f in a lly  agreed to  cooperate. He 
w ent over his s to ry  “ on m any 
occasions”  w ith  the F B I and w ith  
the U.S, A tto rn e y  I r v in g  iSay- 
pol, Roy Cohn and others. A n d  
the s to ry  g rew  as i t  w'ent along. 
In  th-e end he won fo r  h im se lf no

in d ic tm en t, no a rre s t on charges 
o f e ith e r p e r ju ry  o r espionage. 
Even more. H is a tto rn ey  O. John 
Rogge prom ised to  ®sk the A s­
s is ta n t ILS . A tto rn e y  -General 
M c ln e rn y  fo r  assurances fro m  
the F B I to fu tu re  em ployers th a t 
E litc h e r ’s secu rity  s tand ing was 
good. Today he is a free  man re ­
po rte d ly  w o rk in g  on a w e ll-pa id  
job.

L in k in g  Sobell to the charges 
aga inst the Rosenbergs, a task 
w h ich E litc h e r a'lone accom­
plished, was im p o rta n t to  the 
prosecution because .Sobell had 
taken a t r ip  to  M exico and, be­
cause o f th is  t r ip ,  evidence o f 
" f le e in g  the coun try ,”  could be 
b ro ug h t in to  the trial*.

The prosecution had to  have 
■Sobell k idnaped to p reven t h is 
planned re tu rn , w h ich  would have 
destroyed the " f l ig h t ”  s to ry . B u t 
th is  s to ry  was im p o rta n t to  the 
prosecution ’s case ¡against the 
Rosenbergs, because sensible peo­
ple would n a tu ra lly  wonder w hy

■ the “ spies”  made no a tte m p t to  
leave the cou n try  when the f i r s t  
a rre s t occurred in  M ay 1950, i f  
no t sooner. A n  actua l “ escape”

• was ju s t w ha t was needed.
I ' I f  M o rton  'Sobell could be in - 
; duced to say th a t Rosenberg had
• to ld  h im  to escape to M exico, the
• prosecution could be th a t much 
t more ce rta in  o f a conviction.

B u t Sobell was n o t made o f 
’ . the same s tu f f  as E litc h e r. He
■ would no t lie  to s u it the needs
> o f the prosecution. Evidence ob­

ta ined subsequent to  the t r ia l
■ which is now before U.S. C ourt 
E o f A ppeals to  be considered
> som etim e th is  week proves con- 
1 c lus ive ly  S obe ll’s account o f the 
j t r ip  to IMexico.

F IG H T  TO F R E E  S O B E LL
iSo i t  comes to  pass- th a t more 

than s ix  years la te r  h is w ife  
Helen spends he r days go ing 
fro m  person to person, fro m  
g roup  to group to plead her hus­
band 's cause and w in  help in  the 
s tru g g le  to  fre e  h im .

Helen Sobell is a phys ic is t. B u t  
the re  is no m ore sc ie n tific  study 
lo r  he r w h ile  her husband re ­
m ains in  prison. She has always 
like d  to  w r ite  poe try . .Now her 
poems te ll o f the anguish o f a 
w ife  and m othe r v ic tim ized  by 
the w itc h  hunt. Those who lis ten  
to  her s to ry  and study the  record 
o f the t r ia l w i l l  also s u ffe r -at the 
tho ugh t o f M o rton  Sobell behind 
prison  bars.

(Poems by Helen Sobell w ith  
Rockw ell K en t illu s tra tio n s  can 
be obtained fro m  the Com m ittee 
To Secure Justice F o r M orton  
Sobell a t 940 Broadw ay, New 
Y o rk  10, N .Y . fo r  $1.00. A l l  p ro ­
ceeds go to  the w o rk  o f the 
Com m ittee.)

A  few  days la te r in ¡his address 
before Local 2602 in Lackaw an­
na, R a rick  sta ted th a t he w ants 
a referendum  approval by the 
m em bership o f a ll convention 
acts (expressing the b itte r  op­
position to the dues increase and 
sa la ry  increase fo r  M cDonald 
pu t th rough a t the la s t Conven­
tio n ) and favo rs  elections ra th e r 
than  appo intm ent o f union s ta f f  
representatives. I t  was clear to 
those in the audience who had 
¡heard R a rick  before th a t he had 
broadened his p ro g ra m  consider­
ab ly  and p u t m ost o f his em­
phasis on dem ocra tiz ing the union 
fro m  top to  bottom .

The m ore conscious elements 
in the area who attended the 
m eetings noted m any lim ita tio n s  
in- R a rick ’s program . He made 
no attacks on the steel companies 
th a t are con tinu ing  speedup and 
incen tive  abuses and are using 
s ta llin g  tac tics  in  the processing 
o f grievances w h ich  continue to 
m ount. R a ric k  expressed no. op­
pos ition  to M cD ona ld ’s policies 
in  re la tio n  to tihe steel companies, 
no tab ly  the recent con trac t set­
tlem en t th a t has saddled the  steel 
w o rkers  w ith  a three-year, no­
s tr ik e  pledge a t a tim e  when steel 
and otiher price hikes have w iped 
ou t w h a t few  gains were made.

A t  his ta lk  before Local 2602, 
25%  o f those a ttend ing  were 
N egro  w orkers who hoped th a t 
R arick  would a ttack  the steel 
companies na tion-w ide d isc rim i­
n a to ry  practices in  keeping the 
m a jo r ity  o f N egro steel workers 
on the more d i f f ic u lt  and low er- 
pa y in g  jobs.

R a ric k ’s silence on these key 
issues have deprived h is cam ­
pa ign o f a il-o u t support fro m  a ll 
those members who desire a com­
plete break fro m  M cD onald ’s 
“ a rm -in -a rm ”  tactics w ith  the 
companies. Bethlehem  w orkers
remember M cDonald's “ back-to- 
w o rk ”  te legram  which l>roke the 
back o f the 1033 19-day w a lkou t 
waged in  p ro te s t aga inst com­
pany v io la tions. They w a n t i t  
made clear th a t the Dues P ro test 
M ovem ent opposes M cDonald
r ig h t  down the line . T h is  is n o t 
c lear as yet.

(Nevertheless, R a rick  has opened 
up a s trugg le  o f opposition fo r  
the f i r s t  tim e  in  the h is to ry  of 
the US'W. He has prom ised:
“ W in, lose o r draw  in  th is  elec­
tion  we .are go ing  to keep th is  
o rgan iza tion  in ta c t.”  The Dues 
P ro test Movem ent has fire d  the 
f i r s t  so lid  shot aga inst the hated 
M cDonald machine.

are s t i l l  d ig g in g  th rough  tihe 
n ib b le  o f fa lle n  w a lls  in  search 
o f tw o m issing.

O ver 100 women w orked in  l i t ­
t le  ga rm ent shops in  the ancient 
fo u r  s to ry  bu ild in g . The f ire  
flashed up the e leva to r s h a ft and 
s ta irw e lls  and com ple te ly envel­
oped the  tin d e r d ry  tra p  in  a 
fe w  m inutes.

M ost o f the know'll dead were 
women trapped on a side f ir e  es­
cape th a t had been pinned and 
would n o t low er to  the ground. 
Before the p in  was knocked ou t 
by onlookers, f ir e  poured ou t of 
the w indows 'around and under 
the escape.

T he exact cause o f the f ire  is 
uncerta in  bu t i t  is tho ugh t to 
have s ta rte d ’ in  crates o f trash 
p iled  in  a lower h a ll. Regardless 
o f o rig in , however, the condition 
o f the bu ild ing  made loss o f life  
a lm ost inevitab le .

F IR E  LA W S
N o t on ly had the escape been 

pinned, a condition 'apparently  
missed on a recent inspection, 
bu t the bu ild ing  was com plete ly 
w ith o u t a s p rin k le r system. How 
the state laws and bu ild in g  codes 
are r igged  no t to  in te r fe re  w ith  
p ro fits  derived fro m  ren ting ' such 
f ire  tra p s  is indicated by the fa c t 
th a t the lack o f a s p rin k le r sys­
tem  was no t a v io la tio n  o f any 
regu la tion  !

I t  is openly adm itted  th a t be­
cause o f th e ir  age, “ i t  is  d i f f i ­
c u lt to b r in g  such fac to rie s  up 
to present f ir e  sa fe ty  standards.”  
The im p lica tio n  is th a t w orkers 
in  sections o f the cou n try  w ith  
ia rge  num bers o f old bu ild ings  
as in  N ew  E ng land m ust w a it 
u n t il they collapse, o r as in  th is  
case b u rn  down, before replace­
m ent o r sim ple in s ta lla t io n  o f 
s a fe ty  measures to p ro te c t th e ir  
iives can be expected.

The p reva len t character o f the

problem  was con firm ed  by  B u ild ­
in g  Inspecto r H e n ry  I .  F a lsey 
who said “ th is  could happen in 
any c ity  o f anc ient o r ig in .”  In  
1949, a F ire  S a fe ty  Code was 
adopted in Connecticut p ro v id in g  
m in im um  sa fe ty  measures fo r  ho­
tels, res tau ran ts  and o ther pub­
lic  places. However, the re  is no 
code fo r  factories.

The statem ent o f Leo F. A lix  
o f the S tate Labor D epartm ent 
th a t “ Panic was the  k i l le r ”  rep­
resents a callous d is regard  o f 
the facts. N o panic occurred on 
the rea r escape which functioned 
p ro pe rly  and on which a num ­
ber o f w orkers escaped in  o r­
de rly  fash ion. Panic s truck  on the 
side escape when women were 
actua lly  being incinerated.

O F F IC IA L  CO VER UP
A lix  fu r th e r  commented th a t 

the building' its e lf  was no t un­
safe. T h is  fa n ta s tic  contention 
was presum ably based on o ff ic ia l 
f ile s  which showed th a t inspec­
tion  o f the b u ild in g  had found 
no v io la tions. Thus the lack of 
v io la tio ns  is used as grounds to 
absolve a ll o f any blame ra th e r 
than to prove the log ica l con­
clusion, nam ely the p i t i fu l  in ­
adequacy o f s ta te  bu ild in g  reg ­
u la tions and safe ty  laws.

Adequate co rrec tive  le g is la tio n  
cannot even now be expected. 
Taking- o f f  on the same theme 
as A lix ,  D em ocratic Governor 
A braham  A . R ib ic o ff has p ro ­
posed leg is la tion  re q u ir in g  reg­
u la r  e x it  and f ir e  d r i lls  to pre­
ven t panic. N o th in g  sho rt o f de­
m o lish ing  la rge  sections o f N ew  
E ng la nd ’s o lder c ities  and re ­
b u ild in g  them  w ith  new, modern 
bu ild in gs  f i t  fo r  human beings 
to  live  and w o rk  in  w i l l  p reven t 
th is  k ind  o f tra g ic  and needless 
loss o f life .


