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Racists in South Step Up Bombings
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The Socialist Party Merger 
W ith the Social Democrats

An Editorial

The un ity  convention o f the Socialist 
P arty  and Social Democratic Federation, 
Jan. 18 and 19, has acquired importance 
fo r  the entire American radical move
ment. I t  is tak ing place in the m idst o f a 
discussion on how to regroup radicals in 
a common organization designed to ad
vance the struggle fo r  socialism in  
the U.S.

The regroupment discussion arises out 
of the upsurge of the working class in the 
Soviet orbit and the consequent crisis of 
world Stalinism. In turn, the upsurge of 
tihe Soviet-orbit working class is closely 
related to the other gains of the world 
socialist revolution —  especially from 
gains scored in anti-imperialist struggles 
by the peoples of Asia and the Middle 
East.

As a result o f the crisis o f Stalinism, 
bureaucratic barriers are being torn  down 
tha t prevented a free discussion between 
revolutionary socialists and members of 
the largest working class party  —  the 
Communist P arty —  over political theories 
and over rich experiences o f several 
decades o f revolutionary struggles. The 
discussion is opened. There is no question 
th a t i t  w ill yield a new alignment of 
forces around a revolutionary socialist 
axis. This is the only way tha t the cause 
of socialism can be advanced in America.

What Is the Unity for?
The unification o f the SP and SDF, 

however, proceeds around a diam etrically 
opposite axis. The ir unification is not 
designed to open the door fo r discussfon 
of programm atic questions in order to 
fac ilita te  regroupment along the line of 
socialist principles. I t  is a move by ex
treme right-w ingers in the SP and SDF 
to jo in  forces fo r war against revolu
tionary Marxism.

These right-wingers are determined to 
continue servile support to U.S. capital
ism and to prevent anyone turning to the 
left under inspiration of gains scored by 
the world socialist revolution.

The program under which SP-SDF

-unification is to take place (see story 
page one)» has nothing whatever to do 
w ith  the struggle fo r  socialism, because 
i t  has nothing to do w ith  the working- 
class struggle against capitalism. There 
is not a single word in  critic ism  o f capital
ism in the entire disgraceful unification  
memorandum.

Alignment with Capitalism
The SP-SDF u n ity  program devotes 

itse lf entire ly to the struggle o f “ demo
cracy”  against S ta lin is t to ta lita rian ism . 
Genuine socialists, i t  is true, hate and 
combat Stalinism, bu t they pursue the 
working-class struggle against th is  evil 
and f ig h t against Stalinism w ith in  the 
framework o f the struggle against capita l
ism. Unlike the SDF and SP leaders, they 
do not align themselves w ith  U.S. im 
perialism in its  d rive  fo r  world domina
tion nor do they misrepresent th is  drive 
as the f ig h t fo r  democracy. .

The unification agreement is but an 
undisguisied supplement to the foreign 
policy of American Big Business. Its point 
of departure and its perspectives are 
those of the cold-war needs of America’s 
capitalist rulers. The unification agree
ment thus works against the cause of 
socialism.

The pro-capita list character o f the 
SDF-SP unification agreement is fu rth e r 
underscored by its  clause on political 
action. The SDFers, as is known, do not 
want a socialist party . ¿They want to  
prevent independent working-class poli
tical action. Many righ t-w ing  SP leaders, 
notably Norman Thomas, are of a sim ilar 
mind. Their political action program is 
the class-collaborationist one o f support 
to the Democratic Party.

F ina lly, the engineers o f SP-SDF 
un ity  propose to ban public discussions o f 
th e ir members w ith  the Communist P arty 
or Socialist Workers Party. They would 
ban appearance on a common p la tform  
even w ith  the Independent' Socialist 
League, because the ISL has not yet ex- 

(Continued on page 3)

SP and SDF Schedule 
Unification Convention

Repeat Performance
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NEW S IT E M : James O. Eastland (D. Miss.) was renamed by the Senate m ajority  last 
week to the key post o f Chairman o f the Judiciary Committee.

Crisis of British Imperialism 
Deepens as Eden Resigns

By Harry Ring
N EW  YORK, Jan 16 —  The 

20-year sp lit between the So
c ia lis t Party and the Social Dem
ocratic Federation as slated to end 
a t a un ification convention o f the 
two organizations to be held here 
Jan. 18 and 19. U nifica tion agree
ment was reached a fte r extended 
negotiations. Several previous ef
fo rts  a t un ification by the two 
groups had failed.

The SDF was organized in 
1936 by. the extreme righ t-w ing  
“ Old Guard”  of the SP under the 
leadership of Louis Waldmart and 
others. Based p rim arily  on h ighly 
conservatrzed union o ffic ia ls  in 
the ILG W U  and other unions, the 
‘•Old Guard”  lost its  long-time 
control o f the SP in 1934 to a 
grouping headed by Noim an 
Thomas. They walked out of the 
p a rty  a t the 1936 convention, 
find ing  the Thomas group too 
radical fo r  the ir taste.

MERGER OPPOSED
The present un ification plans 

have been arrived at despite op
position w ith in  both organiza
tions. In the SP, a group op
posed the merger as a capitu la
tion  to the pro-capita lis t politics 
o f the SDF. However, in a na
tion-w ide referendum, the SP 
membership is reported to have 
voted two to one in favor of the 
unification.

W ith in  the SDF the strongest 
opposition to un ity  came from  
the organization’s largest a f
filia te , the Jewish Socialist 
Verband. A t a recent convention 
the Verband voted by a large 
m a jo rity  against un ity . I t  is also

reported tha t the SDF’s New 
York organization is opposed to 
the merger.

In  combating its  le ft-w ing  
opposition to the merger, the 
SP leadership is compelled to 
rew rite  its  own h istory. A n  
editoria l in the December 1956 
Socialist Call explains tha t the 
1936 sp lit occured because “ in 
the confusion o f a w orld in  
economic depression and head
ing toward W orld W ar I I ,  So
cia lists had lost a un ity  o f a tt i
tude on immediate issues and 
tactics.”

The rea lity  of th a t division 
was substantia lly d iffe ren t than 
tha t indicated by the editors of 
the Call. D uring  the early 
th irtie s  there was a steady 
grow th o f radicalization in 
America. In  Europe social demo
cracy was demonstrating its 
bankruptcy as i t  caved in before 
the march o f fascism. The com
bination of national and interna
tiona l developments crystalized a 
le ft w ing in  the SP which 
demanded an end to the re form 
is t politics o f the “ Old Guard 
leadership.

Lacking a clear cut M arx is t 
program the le ft  w ing  fe ll in 
large part under the leadership 
o f Norman Thomas who at tha t 
tim e espoused an anti-w ar pro
gram based on pacifism. A l
though the ir voice was m uffled 
by the Thomas leadership, the 
rank and file  m ilitan ts began to 
voice the ir opposition to the “ Old 
Guard’s”  snug relationship w ith  
the A F L  officialdom , its  support 
o f cap ita lis t politicans and gen
eral re fo rm ist line. I t  was this

opposition from  the le f t  th a t 
drove the “ Old Guard”  out o f 
the party.

B u t in subsequent years, 
Thomas and his associates in 
the SP leadership moved steadily 
to the r ig h t and have now 
reached the point o f fu l l  accept
ance of the SDF program of 
support to the cold war. This is 
illus tra ted  by the recently 
arrived a t SP-SDF “ Memorandum 
of Understanding”  which declares 
th a t the jo in t program “ must 
no t be based on the illusion tha t 
peace can be achieved by ap
peasement o f the Communist im 
perialism  th a t threatens the 
world ’s peace and freedom ...  We 
realize tha t u n til universal, 
enforceable disarmament can be 
achieved, the free world and its 
democratically established m ili
ta ry  agencies must be constantly 
on guard against the m ilita ry  
drive o f the Communist dic
ta tors.”

The jo in t statement o f under
standing puts an end to the 
SP’s independent electoral ac
t iv ity  on a national basis and 
declares tha t in the absence of 
socialist o r iabor candidates " i t  
shall he the priv ilege o f in 
dividual state and local organiz
ations to allow the ir individual 
members to support candidates 
. . . who have been endo-sed 
by libera l and ilabor groups." The 
SDF supported Stevenson in the 
last election.

According to the Socialist Call, 
the united organization w ill be 
recognized as an o ffic ia l section 
o f the Second International. The 
name o f the new organization 
has not yet been agreed upon.

By Fried Halstead
The resignation o f Anthony 

Eden as B ritish  Prime M inister, 
Jan. 9, a fte r only 21 months in 
office, points up the fact tha t 
the rule o f the B ritish  capita list 
class is in  serious crisis and i t  
also testifies to the growing le ft
ward movement of the B ritish  
workers. B ritish  im perialism  
proved too weak to stop the Arab 
national independence movement 
w ith  the bloody Suez invasion 
which Eden sponsored, and “ his 
health and hjs s p ir it both have 
broken,”  says the Jan. 10 N.Y. 
Times, “ under the pressure 
aroused in B rita in  and abroad 
by his policy of, in tervention in 
E gypt.”

H is successor, "Harold Mac
M illan, appointed 'by the Queen 
Jan. 10 on the. advice o f a few 
Tory m illionaires, was Eden’s 
strongest supporter on the Suez 
policy, and has maintained 
Eden’s cabinet almost intact.

WORKERS’ PRESSURE

One facto r in Eden’s downfall 
was the cold shoulder he got from 
the, U jS. iState Department which 
wants to dissociate its e lf from 
the Suez fiasco, while i t  prepares 
its  own armed intervention un
der the “ Eisenhower Doctrine.”  
M acM illan ’s appointment is ap

parently designed to sa tis fy  the 
needs of relations w ith the U.S. 
as well ss to pacify critica l ele
ments in  the Tory Party. His 
appointment, however, does very 
l it t le  to quiet the mosb^powerful 
fac to r in Eden’s po litica l demise 
— the reaction of the B ritish  
w orking class to the im peria list 
adventure which Eden sponsored.

W ith  unprecedented speed, the 
B ritish  workers demonstrated 
the ir fierce opposition to the Suez 
invasion only a few days a fte r 
i t  was announced and before the 
British-French troops had landed. 
This mass sentiment forced the 
rig h t- w ing loaders of the B ritish  
Labor P arty  to reverse the ir pre
vious stand (in  support of B ritish  
imperialism in the Suez dispute), 
and1 to oppose the B ritish  govern
ment in , wartim e fo r  the f ir s t  
time in history. The largest dem
onstration ever organized by the 
Labor Party in opposition to gov
ernment policy was held Nov. 4 
(the day before troops landed in 
Suez), in  London’s T ra fa lgar 
Square w ith  Aneurin Bevan, lead
er o f the pa rty ’s le ft w ing as the 
speaker.

When the unconditional w ith 
drawal o f the im peria lis t troops 
was announced in Parliam ent the 
opposition Labor P arty  benches 
responded w ith “ howls of m erri
ment.”  The Labor M p ’s correctly

interpreted the defeat of the im 
peria lis t armies as a defeat fo r 
the Conservatives. A ll observers 
agree i f  a general election were 
held now, Labor would w in it.

The Tories, who gained con
tro l of Parliament w ith  a m i
no rity  vote in the last election 
due to gerrymandered d istricts, 
are not required by law to call 
a new election un til 1960. How
ever, the cris is of B ritish  cap
ita lism  is so- acute tha t the cap
ita lis t class may not be able to 
ru la  in its  own name much long
er. “ Many economic advisers to 
the government,”  says a London 
dispatch in  the Jan. 10 N. Y. 
Times, “ see -a period of maximum 
economic stra in  ahead and be
lieve tha t a period of recurrent 
crises can only be surmounted by 
a national adm inistration repre
senting the entire nation.”

Jn other wordls, a coalition or 
Labor Party  government w ill be 
necessary, according to these ex
perts, to get the English w ork
ers to hear the burden of the 
privations ahead fo r  B ritish  
capitalism. Such a development 
would expose the re fo rm is t wing 
o f the labor party  to the ad
vantage o f the le ft wing, which 
has come out o f the Suez crisis 
w ith  a tremendously heightened 
reputation.

Integration Fight Grows 
In Several States 
Despite WCC Terrorism

By John Thayer 
JAN. 16 —  As Negro leaders from nine Southern 

states gathered in a strategy conference in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on the bus desegregation fight, white supreme» 
cists throughout the South went^5> 
on a rampage o f violence.

Four Negro churches and the 
homes o f two m inisters active in 
the 'bus boycott movement were 
bombed in Montgomery, Alabama, 
A- shotgun blast fired  a t a bus 
afforded the M ayor and C ity 
Commissioners, a ll o f whom are 
admitted members o f the W hite 
Citizens Councils, an excuse to 
suspend all bus service in the 
c ity  indefin ite ly .

TERROR MOVES
In  Mobile, Ala., three bombing 

attempts, ona of them successful, 
were made against the homes o f 
Negro leaders. In  addition three 
crosses were burned. In  Chat
tanooga, Tenn., two Molotov 
cocktails (gasoline bombs) were 
thrown against a bus because the 
company, fo llow ing the Supreme 
Court decision against segrega
tion, had removed the “ w hite”  
and “ colored”  signs.

In  Tallahassee, Fla., where a 
bus boycott, patterned a fte r tha t 
in Montgomery, lasted from  May 
1956 un til the recent high court 
decision against bus segregation, 
a grocery store belonging to a 
Negro active in the boycott move
ment was attacked b /  racists.' 
(On Jan. 17* ' the home o f Rev. 
C. K. Steele, president of the 
In te r-C iv ic  Council, was bombed. 
— Ed.)

Near Columbus, Georgia, a 
bomb destroyed the roadside store 
of Ko inonia ' Farms, a 16-year 
old, religious, in terracia l fa rm 
ing  project. This fa rm , operated 
cooperatively by about f i f t y  Ne
gro and white farm ers has suf
fered previous damage from  
white supremacist attackers. The 
damage in  the recent ̂ bombing is 
estimated a t $5,000. Such losses 
plus boycotts o f its  products 
have endangered the continued 
existence of the farm .

Despite the wave o f te rro r, the 
Negro people of the South are 
holding! f irm  in the ir aim to end 
Jim  Crow bus seating. In  A tlan ta  
five Negro m inisters conducted 
a campaign of rid ing  up fro n t in 
buses. The tactic employed by 
the bus company was immediate
ly to declare the buses which 
they boarded “ out of service”  and 
to order a ll passengers o ff. How
ever, the day ended w ith  the 
outcome the Negro leaders 
sought —  namely, the ir arrest, 
which now furnishes the basis fo r  
a court action specifically order
ing desegregation o f buses in 
A tlan ta .

The vicious, racist governor of 
Georgia, M arvin G riffin , alerted 
the Georgia National Guard fo r  
possible duty in A tlanta . G r if f in ’s

statements as well as record make 
i't plain tha t he would order the 
•Guard not to  enforce the law, 
which is now against 'bus Jim  
Crow, bu t to uphold 'bus segrega
tion.

The A tla n ta  conference o f Ne
gro leaders from  nine states 
heard the advice o f veteran boy
co tt leaders Rev. M artin  L. K ing  
o f Montgomery and Rev. C. K. 
Steele of Tallahassee. Among the 
actions o f the conference was an 
appeal to  President Eisenhower 
and Vice-President N ixon to 
speak out publicly against the 
wave of anti-N egro violence.

N oting  tha t Eisenhower would 
(Continued on page 3)

Sobell Freedom 
Sought on Basis 
Of New Evidence

JA N . 16 —  The Committee to 
Secure Justice fo r Morton Sobell 
announces th a t the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in  New York C ity  has 
before i t  tw o new motions to  
grant-Sobell, who is  now serving 
a th irty -ye a r term  in  A lcatraz, 
a hearing o r a judgement o f 
acquittaL

The defense in its  b rie fs to 
the Appeals Court maintains 
th a t the f- iosecution “ know ingly, 
w il lfu lly , x k d  in ten tiona lly  in 
troduced fiiise  and perjured 
evidence to establish th a t ap
pellant [M orton  Sobell] was 
deported by the Government of 
Mexico or its  agencies.”  The 
prosecution also suppressed evi
dence v ita l to the defense.

The second motion points out 
th a t the U.S. courts have no 
ju risd ic tion  over the defendant 
Morton Sobell because a ll jud ic ia l 
proceedings were in  v io lation of 
the Extrad ic tion  T reaty o f th is 
government w ith  Mexico —  a 
trea ty  th a t is regarded by the 
Supreme Court as tak ing  p r io r ity  
to  national jud ic ia l action.

There can be no question th a t 
the prosecution maintained a t the 
tr ia l o f Julius and Ethel Rosen
berg and Morton Sobell th a t the 
la fte r had been deported from  
Mexico. I t  is also dea r th a t the 
prosecution fa iled to  prove its  
deportation contention.

Newly obtained evidence proves 
conclusively th a t Sobell was not 
deported. To obtain th is evidence 
the defense worked fo r  more than 
a year. Field investigations into 
Mexico were made where docu
ments were secured and witnesses 
interviewed.

Kremlin in New Stand Against Workers
By George Lavan

In  an e ffo rt to  stem the 
tide o f popular opposition ris ing 
throughout the Soviet orb it, and 
which reached the heights of 
politica l revolution in Poland and 
Hungary a few months ago, the 
K rem lin  bureaucracy has enun
ciated a new “ tough”  l in e / I t  is 
th is line which is being variously 
described in the world press as 
“ neo-Stalinism,”  a “ re tu rn  to 
Stalinism ,”  o r a “ ha lt to  de- 
S talin ization.”

The build-up fo r the new line 
has' included new repressions in 
H ungary and an unprecedented 
number of top-level, Soviet-orbit 
conferences. Thus in the f ir s t  
two weeks o f January three 
m ajor conferences were staged. 
F irs t was the five-nation confab 
in Budapest. The K rem lin chose 
this ravaged capital as the meet
ing place not only fo r  the effect 
i t  would have on the puppet lead
ers o f Rumania, Bulgaria and 
Czechoslovakia, invited there to 
meet w ith  Hungarian puppet

Kadar and K rem lin top-dog 
Khrushchev, but brazenly to 
underline its  “ tough”  line.

N ext the puppet leaders of 
East Germany were summoned 
to Moscow fo r  a week o f negotia
tions on relations between tha t 
sate llite  nation and the USSR.

Throughout th is  period the 
press o f the USSR was making 
the most o f the Chinese Com
munist P a rty ’s support. The 
Politburo o f the Chinese CP had 
rallied to the K rem lin ’s support 
on Dec. 29 w ith the release o f a 
long report backing up the Kadar 
regime, the new “ tough”  line and 
condemning the Yugoslav thesis 
o f “ d ifferent roads to socialism.”

The Chinese endorsement was 
quickly followed up w ith  a v is it 
to Moscow by Premier Chou En- 
la i. There he was wined and 
dined, toured and honored by the 
g ra te fu l K rem lin  bureaucrats. 
The East. German puppets were 
called in  to hear his views at 
f irs t hand and Prem ier Kadar 
o f H ungary was hurried ly or
dered to Moscow to render Chou

a personal report. A fterwards, 
Chou went to Poland to shore up 
K rem lin positions there.

A t f i r s t  glance the “ tough”  
line would appear to be meeting 
w ith  success in Hungary. Thanks 
to Russian tanks and troops, the 
Kadar regime has now been able 
to consolidate some power. I t  has 
reconstituted the secret police 
and some arm y units to the point 
th a t these, ra ther than Soviet 
forces, do most o f the d ir ty  work 
c f breaking up crowds and 
m aking arrests. Apparently i t  
has f in a lly  gained the upper hand 
over the W orkers Councils. 
Regional and city-w ide W orkers 
Councils were outlawed on the 
eve o f the last general strike 
(Dec. 10).

To temper th is blow, Kadar 
announced th a t fac to ry  councils 
were recognized as legal. The 
recent trouble a t Csepel, chief 
industria l area of Hungary, 
resulted from  the fa c t tha t the 
regime had begun reducing these 
fac to ry  councils to mere “ ad
v isory”  groups. In  protest the

Csepel council resigned on Jan. 
9 declaring th a t i t  refused to be
come a mere tool o f the regime, 
th a t fac to ry  directors dismissed 
by i t  had been reinstated by 
Kadar and th a t i t  was being 
allowed no voice in the layo ffs  
scheduled because o f lack of 
coal.

C alling the resignations of the 
W orkers Council a provocative 
a rt, the Kadar regime sent 
Soviet and Hungarian troops to 
occupy several o f the Csepel 
factories next day. On Jan. 11 
f ig h tin g  broke out between 
s tr ik in g  workers and the troops. 
Strikes and clashes also broke 
out in factories in  other sections 
o f Budapest. A t least two w ork
ers were killed by gunfire. On 
Jan. 12 Kadar's pulice prevented 
the holding o f a conference of 
un iversity students by arresting 
e ight leaders of the organiza
tion.

On Jan. 13 a decree was issued 
provid ing death penalties w ith in  
24 hours fo r  fomentors of 
strikes, fo r  strikers, and fo r

those who “ damaged”  or . ‘‘con
spired to damage”  public u tilitie s  
or factories employing more than 
100 people. In  addition the ex
ecution o f several partic ipants in 
the fig h tin g  during November 
were announced.

W hile the K rem lin  bureaucrats 
would appear to be weathering 
the storm in Hungary and be 
strengthened by the Chinese CP’s 
ra lly ing  behind it,  there are in 
dications tha t the “ tough”  line 
w ill be short lived. These indica
tions are tha t r ig h t in the Soviet 
Union itse lf the expression of 
discontent and ever bolder 
critic ism  o f the regime has be
come so widespread and has gone 
so fa r  th a t i t  is irreversible. The 
“ tough”  line w ill be unable to 
ha lt th is process.

As was the case in both Poland 
and Hungary, the new mood is 
expressed f ir s t  by the intellec
tuals and students. Because of 
the ir articulateness and their 
greater ease o f access to  publica
tions, they serve as weathei 

(Continued on page 2)
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The Shachtmanite 
Regroupment Line

Bv Mvra Tanner Weiss

The Independent Socialist League, led by Max Shacht- 
man, has declared in the recent period th a t the choice 
before the American radical movement is “ democratic 
socia lism .or Stalinism.”  An expression o f th is  viewpoint 
can be found in the Jan. 7 Labor Action artic le  by H. W. 
Benson which is devoted to the subject o f the in terna l 
struggle w ith in  the Communist P arty  o f the U.S. “ These 
are the two main poles.”  says Benson. “ The (Com
m unist) P arty  must u ltim ate ly choose between them. 
That and nothing less is a t stake.”

“ Democratic socialism”  sounds ve ry  good. B u t ju s t 
w hat does the IS L  mean by th is  term ? I t  could mean the 
class struggle fo r  workers’ power as conceived by M arx 
and as i t  existed in  the form  o f Soviet ru le under the 
leadership o f Lenin #nd Trotsky. And i t  could mean the 
in terna l democracy necessary fo r  the revolutionary party  
th a t is f ig h tin g  fo r socialism.

B ut Benson’s article, and the entire recent, po litica l 
course o f the ISL, make i t  amply clear th a t by “ democratic 
socialism”  the ISL means re fo rm is t Social Democracy. 
This is the concrete content they give to  the abstract 
form ula “ democratic socialism.”

In  his analysis o f the crisis in  the  American Com
m unist Party Benson greets John Gates, editor o f the 
D a ily  Worker, as the leader o f the tendency moving “ to
ward democratic socialism.”  This o ffe rs us a concrete 
test o f what the IS L  means by “ democratic socialism.”

The Gates group exploits the revulsion o f the Com
m unist rank and file  workers against Stalinism . B ut how 
does i t  exploit th is  revulsion? W hat does i t  o ffe r in  place 
o f Stalinism? In  place o f S talinism  —  the politics o f 
betrayal o f the class struggle o f the workers in the in 
terests o f the Soviet bureaucracy —  the Gates group 
o ffe rs Social Democratic reform ism  —  the politics o f 
betrayal of the class interests o f the workers in the in 
terests o f the labor bureaucracy o f capita list countries.

B y proposing to substitute Social Democracy fo r  
Stalinism, or ra ther a combination of Stalinism and Social 
Democracy fo r  crude and d irect Stalinism , Gates is 
motivated above all by a desire fo r fin d ing  a way to  col
laboration w ith  the American labor bureaucracy, a servile 
tool o f U.S. imperialism.

Only those who th in k  i t  is more “ progressive”  to serve 
the political interests o f American imperialism than to 
serve the interests o f the Soviet bureaucracy can ha il the 
evolution o f the Gates group. For our part we see nothing 
progressive whatsoever in the politics o f the Social Demo
cratic and labor bureaucracy. Both Stalinism and Social 
Democracy have saddled the international labor move
ment w ith  a program and a leadership th a t has led to 
trag ic  defeats and betrayal o f socialism.

POINT OF NO RETURN
The test th a t shows best of. a ll what the ISL means 

by “ democratic socialism”  is th e ir a ttitude to the cur
ren t merger o f the Socialist P a rty  and the Social Demo
cratic Federation. (See artic le  on page one.) The terms o f 
th is  merger are crystal clear. They are the terms o f the 
program and1 politics o f the Social Democrats. The le ft w ing 
o f the Socialist P arty  had been waging a struggle in which 
they denounced these terms as capitu lation to Dulles and 
American imperialism. The ISL, instead o f supporting the 
SP le ft w ing in th is struggle, urged them to accept these 
terms wholeheartedly and did everyth ing in  its  power to 
fac ilita te  the capitulation o f the le ft w ing leadership. The 
ISL has declared tha t i t  favors the SP-SDF merger since, 
i t  takes place, they say, on the program o f “ democracy.”

The word “ democracy,”  as every worker experienced 
in  the class struggle knows, can have d iffe re n t meanings 
according to who says i t  and under what circumstances. 
D uring  a strike, club-wielding cops always claim to be 
defending the democratic principle o f “ the righ*- to work 
The s trik ing  workers, on the other hand, havenS^h* own 
conception o f democracy as the organized struggle of the 
workers against the employers. ,

“ Democracy”  to the Social Democrats means capita list 
democracy, support o f U.S. imperialism  in  its  drive toward 
W orld W ar I I I ,  support o f the anti-Communist w itch hunt, 
support o f the d ictatoria l rule o f the unions by the labor 
bureaucrats.

When Max Shachtman and the IS L  accept th is  kind 
o f State Department “ democracy”  and t r y  to  pass i t  o ff  
as socialism they have passed the point o f no re tu rn  from  
revolutionary M arxism  to  reform ism . The IS L  proposes to 
jo in  th is  Social Democratic merger. I t  represents th is 
move as a contribution to regroupment o f American 
radicals. N othing o f the so rt! I t  is only the regroupment 
o f the Social Democrats, who propose to  set themselves 
up as a “ screening committee”  to  purge the radical move
ment o f all “ Len in ist and quasi-Leninist”  ta in t, th a t is, o f 
a ll its  revolutionary character. This is the very opposite 
o f a process o f genuine revolutionary socialist regroup- 
ment, a regroupment which m ust place high on its  
program m atic banner the struggle against not only 
Stalinism  but perfidious Social Democracy as well.
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The 1356 centennial o f the b ir th  o f Eugene V . Debs 
was marked by numerous articles, meetings and gen
eral discussion by all the tendencies o f the American
radical movement. The discussion®— - 
■assumed fa r  more thanmore than a com
memorative character. Coincid
ing' w ith  the present process of 
politica l re-evaluation, the Debs 
centennial became the occasion 
fo r  many to take a "new look”  at 
the man and1 his party  w ith  a 
view to find ing  there the solu
tion to the problems o f the Am er
ican le ft. These problems include 
the isolation o f a ll radical cur
rents from  the ibroad workers’, 
movement and the special crisis 
of the Communist Party.

TH E  W HOLE DEBS
Debs was the great pioneer of 

Am erican socialism ,a'nd he made 
enduring contributions. There 
can be no question about that. 
An understanding of his role and 
th a t of the early Socialist P arty  
provides rich lessons fo r  today. 
B ut to draw the fu l l  benefit of 
tha t pioneering experience i t  is 
essential to present the whole 
Debs.

In  th is respect the centennial

V. I. L E N IN

study of Debs by Jalnes P: 
Cannon is  invaluable. For the 
whole Debs emerges from  the 
pages of th is  splendid pamphlet. 
The reader is provided w ith  a 
moving p o rtra it o f a revolution
a ry  socialist whose name shall 
always be revered. And because 
the portra lit is a fa ith fu l reflec- 
1ion of rea lity , i t  not only stands 
as an im portant contribution to 
the h is to ry  of American social
ism 'but also as a work tha t is 
especially tim ely fo r  today’s dis
cussion.

The Debs centennial, Cannon 
w rites, “ should be an occasion, 
not fo r moping and sighing fo r 
the re turn o f the good old days 
beyond recall, but fo r a tho r
oughgoing examination and ¡crit
ical evaluation o f the early so
cia lis t movement. I t  should be 
seen as a stage o f Hevelopment, 
not a pattern to  copy. The aim 
should be to study its  defeats as 
well as its  victories, in order to 
learn something from the whole 
experience. The f irs t ru le fo r 
such an inqu iry  should be to dig 
out the tru th  and to te ll it. Debs 
deserves th is and he can stand 
i t  too. Even his mistakes were 
tha mistakes of a giant and a p i
oneer.”

CLASS-STRUGGLE PROGRAM
From  Cannon’s pen comes the 

picture of ai socialist leader 
w orthy of tr ibu te  and emulation: 
“ The M arx is t theory of the class 
struggle was the central theme 
of all his agita tion . . .  he would 
have no truck w ith  the delusive 
theory tha t capitalism  would 
grow into socialism through a 
series of reforms. Debs cam
paigned fo r  the overthrow of

EUGENE V. DEBS on the platform. “Debs never deviated 
from the class-struggfe line ih his own public ag itation ... 
His stand against the war was magnificent. He supported the 
Russian Revolution and proclaimed himself a Bolshevik.” —  
EUG EN E V. DEBS, by James P. Cannon.

capitalism by workers revolution, 
and he refused to settle fo r any
th ing  less.”

But th is is not the side of Debs 
tha t claims the allegiance o f the 
present “ back-to-Debs”  advo- 
cates. I t  is his shortcomings and 
mistakes tha t are drawn upon a-s 
the magic key to the solution o f 
contemporary socialist problems.

Debs was crystal clear on the 
need fo r  revolutionary class 
struggle. H is po litica l weakness 
lay in  his fa ilu re  to understand 
tha t the workers can be organized 
fo r  socialist v ic to ry  only 'by' 
build ing a pa rty  which is based 
upon a class-struggle program 
and perspective.

When the Socialist P arty  was 
launched in 1901 i t  included every 
shade of conflic ting socialist and 
pseudo-socialist ideology. From

Twin Cities Meet Hears CP, 
SWP Views on Regroupment

By Sam Jordan
M IN N E AP O LIS , Jan. 11 — A l 

most 200 persons attended the 
Tw in Cities Labor Forum here 
ton igh t to  hear fo u r le ft-w ing
spokesmen discuss “ What Next 
fo r the American Le ft.”

The speakers were V. R. Dunne 
o f the Socialist W orkers Party, 
Carl Ross of the Communist Par
ty , Michael Baker o f the M in
nesota Committee fo r Independ
ent Progressive Politica l Action, 
and Mulford' Q. Sibley o f the L ib 
eration Group.

A fte r  accepting an inv ita tion  
to speak, the Socialist Labor Par
ty  la te r w ithdrew  w ith  the ex
planation tha t the ir policy is to 
remain independent from  all oth
er groupings.

The symposium had a mod 
erate tone which made i t  a huge 
success as a pre lim inary step 
in the Twin Cities area towards 
beginning a . fu ll,  free and un

restricted discussion of the many 
differences between socialists 
s tr iv ing  fo r  a new regroupment 
of the le ft.

V. R. Dunne welcomed! “ a 
throughgoing discussion leading 
toward regroupment o f revolu
tionary  forces in th is country 
as well as on an international 
scale”  and defended a class- 
struggle program against Am er
ican capitalism.

W hile the discussion proceeds, 
Dunne proposed united action in 
defense o f c iv il liberties o f all 
w itch-hunt victim s and in support 
o f the Negro struggle. ’

Emphasizing tha t the discus
sion was made possible by the 
cris is  in  the world communist 
movement, Dunne called fo r an 
international program in  defense 
of workers’ states and o f the co
lonial revolution as against the 
war drive o f American im peria l
ism.

... New Kremlin Stand
(Continued from  page 1} 

vanes indicating the storm tha t 
is  on the way. This storm  is 
brewing in  the depths o f the 
w orking class, and because they 
sense i t  the students and in te l
lectuals have gained courage 
to critic ize and condemn the 
regime.

For months now Soviet stu
dents have been the ta rg e t o f at 
f i r s t  veiled, then open, threats 
from  SJalinist bosses from  
Khrushchev on down. The con
stant repetition o f these threats 
and accounts of expulsions would 
indicate th a t they have failed 
to silence the students.

Novy M ir, organ of the Union 
of Soviet W rite rs  edited by 
Konstantin Simonov, well-known 
novelist, has become the chief 
spokesman fo r  w rite rs  in  revo lt 
against the regime o f the lie. 
In  ca lling fo r  freedom from  
thought-control in  the realm o f 
lite ra tu re  Novy M ir  is in  essence 
condemning thought control in 
a ll aspects o f Soviet life . Its  un- 
siparing descriptions o f the 
fa ls ity  and hypocrisy o f Soviet 
w r it in g  in  the Stalin epoch has 
called fo r th  warnings from  
Pravda and journals th a t speak 
fo r the bureaucracy.

According to  Harrison E. 
Salisbury, New Y ork Times ex
pe rt on Russia, Jan. 13, “ The 
philosophy of the new trend ap
pears to be derived from  Boris 
Yasensky, a Soviet novelist who 
perished in the purges of the 
1930’s. A t  the time o f his arrest 
as a suspected T ro tsky ite  in 
1937, Yasensky was w ork ing  on 
a novel dealing w ith  Trotskyism. 
The novel was1 published, last 
summer by Novy M ir  in  the in 
complete fo rm  in  which Tie had 
•left i t . ”  ;

To the consternation o f the 
K rem lin , Soviet w rite rs  are now 
tu rn ing  out novels and plays in 
which bureaucrats are mercilessly 
depicted, local CP leaders shown 
to be self-seeking climbers and 
the heroes are those who stand 
up against injustice. One such 
novel, “ N ot By Bread Alone,”  by 
V. Dudintsev, which is described 
by Salisbury as containing on 
almost every page “ open or im 
plied critic ism  o f the Soviet 
order,”  has had “ a bombshell 
e ffect on the Soviet public.”  A t 
a meeting held in Moscow to 
discuss the novel, “ police had to 
be called out to  handle the 
crowds.”

Throughout the Soviet Union 
plays exposing and critic is ing  
society are thronged. The 
regime’s e ffo rts  to replace these 
w ith  the old-type drama g lo r ify 
ing  Soviet life  have been met 
w ith  w hat one Soviet theatre 
director describes as an “ audience 
strike.”

SCIENTISTS SPEAK UP
Perhaps the best organized 

move o f rebellion against bureau
cratic Control in  inte llectual 
fields has come from  the Soviet 
scientists. The mathematicians 
and physicists in the Academy 
of Sciences, the organization of 
the leading scientists in a ll fie lds 
in the Soviet Union, adopted a 
resolution demanding th a t the 
president’s re-election be post
poned u n til he had submitted a 
detailed report on plans fo r  
scientific research fo r  the coming 
period. This unprecedented de
mand did not result in  the post
ponement o f the election but has 
won the promise o f the submis
sion o f such a report to  the 
'fft^nibeirehlp.

Confidently predicting tha t the 
American workers would build 
a labor party  in the same dy
namic way they b u ilt the CIO, 
Dunne favored a Leninist-type 
revolutionary socialist party to 
lead the workers when they be
come radical.

Carl Ross said he was in  favor 
o f le ft-w ing  action which would 
promote “ maximum independent 
labor action”  w ith  the goal of an 
“ anti-monopoly people’s coali
tion .”  In  m aking monopoly, no t 
capitalism, the main enemy of 
labor, Ross echoed the lite ra ls  of 
the Democratic Party.

R eflecting the crisis of the 
American CP, Ross admitted con
siderable e rro r in an uncritica l 
acceptance o f phases o f life  in 
the (Soviet Union. He was delib
erately vqgue aibout proposals fo r 
continuing the discussion or 
about what issues should be dis
cussed.

Michael Baker, representing a 
group centered around the form er 
Progressive Party, called fo r  a 
re-examination of how socialists 
became separated one fro m  anoth
er and also called fo r  a new re 
groupment in  which a ll socialists 
could unite the ir efforts.

“ In  a po litica l and educational 
movement based on democratic 
methods and practices,”  Baker 
said socialists must aim “ to teach 
peace, competitive co-existence 
and human understanding- fo r  the 
common good.”

M ulfo rd  Q. Sibley, a contribu t
ing editor to the L iberation mag
azine, maintained tha t the L e ft 
had been diverted from  its  goals 
by supporting w ar and chasing 
“ the false gods o f New Dealism 
and the Democratic Party .”

Sibley called upon the L e ft to 
“ sever its  connections w ith  both 
power blocs and say to the U iv  
ited States and the Soviet Union 
‘a plague on both your houses.’ ”  
This would mean “ the repudia 
tion o f violence and w orking out 
o f Gandhi-like techniques.”

A fte r the meeting the Tw in 
Cities Labor Forum committee 
managed a lite ra tu re  table 
around w h i c h  the audience 
crowded to buy lite ra tu re  o f the 
fou r groups.

V. R. DUNNE

the s ta rt the ‘Party 's revolution
ary and re fo rm is t w ings were 
in sharp, continuous struggle. 
Debs consistently based himself 
on the program of the le ft wing. 
B u t his m istaken conception tha t 
a ll socialists, regardless of pro
gram, must remain in a single 
party  prevented him  from  throw 
ing  his w eight behind the le ft 
w ing  in  its  struggle against the 
“ sewer’ socialists.”  H is deliberate 
abstention from  the in terna l clash 
over pa rty  program served only 
to strengthen the r ig h t w ing 
whose program 'he so b itte r ly  op
posed. ,

A N  E XPE R IM EN T

. Discussing the question of the 
nature and role of a socialist 
party , Cannon observes th a t the 
early all-inclusive- Socialist P arty

Q“ was made possible and perhaps 
was h istorica lly ju s tifie d  as an 
èxperimenta'l s ta rting  point by 
the conditions of the time. The 
socialist movements such as i t  
was. was new in th is country. In 
its  experiences, as well as its 
th ink ing, i t  lagged fa r behind 
the European movement. The d if
ferent grouping*; and tendencies 
espousing socialism had yet to 
test out the possib ility of w ork
ing  Out a common policy-by w ork
ing  together in a single organi
zation. The new Socialist Party 
provided the arena fo r  the ex^ 
periment.”

Those who today assert tha t i t  
is necessary to b ring  “ under one 
roo f”  socialists of every stripe 
base themselves p rim a rily  on the 
thesis tha t the present small and 
isolated socialist movement is 
•pretty much back where i t  
started in the form ative days 
and tha t the same kind of a 
s ta rt must 'be made to a t least 
keep a Uve the socialist message.

The need fo r effective social
is t un ity  is certa in ly urgent to 
day. But i t  cannot be achieved 
by ignoring the Veidict o f pre
vious history. The rapid growth 
o f the early Socialist P arty  ap
peared to vindicate the theory 
o f the “ all-inclusivé”  {»arty. But 
the fact is tha t fro m  1912 on, 
when the municipal reformers 
captured control o f the party, its  
decline was steady and irre 
versible.

Two historic events served to 
shatter the idea tha t M arxists 
and reform ists could remain in 
permanent union. These we;re the 
f i r s t  w orld War and the Russian 
Revolution. The outbreak of the 
war brought mass desertions 
from  the pa rty  by the middle 
class re fo rm is t elements. And the 
Russian Revolution sparked at re
invigorated struggle by the le ft 
w ing  fo r  a revolutionary pro
gram.

The answer o f thè re form ist 
leadership was to drive out the

le ft w itig  by wholesale expul
sions, leading to t ie  form ation in 
1919 of the Communist P arty  by 
the expelled le ft  w ing. Since then, 
emergence of the S ta lin is t 'brand 
o f reform ism created -a new fun
damental division in the radical 
movement in an epoch tha t con
tinues to 'be dominated by war 
and revolution.

Thus, a m ajor lesson o f the 
h istory of the Socialist P arty  is 
tha t un ity  cannot be achieved in  
an “ a ll-inclusive”  party . Mean
ing fu l socialist un ity  can be ac
complished only on a program
matic 'basis. The positive side of 
th is h istorical lesson is provided 
by Lenin’s Bolshevik Party. A  
study o f the real h is to ry  of tha t 
pa rty  dispels the poisonous smog 
o f d istortion and misrepresenta
tion  by means o f which both Sta
lin ism  and Social Democracy 
have long concealed Lenin’s 
theory o f the party.

L ike Debs, Lenin was an in 
transigent champion of a class- 
struggle program. But Lenin took 
the next necessary step of bu ild
ing  a party to carry out tha t pro
gram. He was certa in ly irrecon
cilable in  his struggle against the 
re form ist politics o f the Men
sheviks and he clearly understood 
th a t people marching in opposite 
directions could not do so in  
the same organization.

Bu t a t the same time, the rec
ord reveals, Lenin displayed vast 
fle x ib ility  in un ify ing  the many 
revolutionary tendencies in  the 
Russian movement. In  each case 
un ity  was gained by thrashing 
out and c la rify in g  the main p ro 
gram matic issues. And the u n ifi
cations won on this basis re
mained solid and enduring. They 
stand as a guidepost fo r  the re
groupment process in th is coun
try  today.

— H arry Ring

The Colonial Revolution 
Vs. Mollet and 2nd Int’l

By George Lavan
Before the ir merger, neither 

the Socialist Party nor the So
cial Democratic Federation could 
qua lify  as the fu l ly  recognized 
U.S. a ff ilia te  q f the Second In 
ternational. The ir coming merger 
w ill solve tha t ju risd ic tiona l con
f l ic t  and th is appears to have 
been an important, factor in  the 
th ink ing  o f some o f the SP ele
ments who favored merger. Ac
tu a lly  such a ff ilia tio n  w ill 
strengthen the righ tw ard , pro
im peria lis t tendencies o f the SP 
on the cold war and colonialism.

The small, weak American So
c ia lis t P a rty  (o r whatever the 
name of the merged organiza
tions w ill be) w ill have to pay 
fo r  the privilege of associating 
a t international congresses w ith  
tho leaders o f the mass re form ist 
parties of Western Europe which 
have large blocs in th e ir pa rlia 
ments and, in  fact, a number o f 
prime m inisters. The glue hold
ing  the social democratic parties 
together in  the Second In te rna
tional is a “ gentleman’s agree
ment”  not to critic ize each oth
e r’s crimes against the principles 
of socialism.

RULES OF GAME
Socialist leaders, of Belgium 

and Holland, fo r  example, re
fra in  from  dwelling on the crimes 
o f (Socialist P rem ier Of France, 
Guy M ollet, ¿gainst tha A lgerian 
people, because they get in  re 
tu rn  s im ila r im m unity fo r  the ir 
own support of colonial ru le in 
the Belgium Congo or Dutch 
colonies. Busy holding capitalism  
an8 colonialism together in their/ 
own countries, they would f in d  
i t  intolerable fo r  the American- 
SP, which is neither w ealthy nor 
in fluen tia l in  Washington, to.' 
berate or even critic ize the ir 
deeds.

Thus the American SP w ill he 
faced w ith  the alternative of 
ton ing down its  m ild  remon-. 
strances to im perialism  or of ¡be
ing  as welcome a t Second In 
ternational gatherings as the pro
verbia l skunk a t a lawn party .

The record would indicate that, 
the SDF and righ t-w ing  SP lead'- 
ers w ill accommodate themselves 
to the social-imperialism of the 
Second In te rnationa l ra ther than 
choose the unpopular role o f .prin
cipled critics. For example, in  the! 
past year the SP demonstrated 
great reluctance to adopt a reso
lu tion c ritic iz ing  Premier M ollet 
o f France fo r the w ar he is con
ducting against the independence- 
seeking A lgerian  people. Only 
the pressure of the SP’s le ft w ing 
— which w ill be in a s ti l l  smaller 
m ino rity  a fte r the merger—  
brought about such a resolution 
a fte r many months delay.

A  fu r th e r example is  the SP 
stand on the Suez 'Canal. Instead 
of supporting the Egyptian peo
ple’s r ig h t to fu l l  control o f the ir 
national te rr ito ry  including Suetz^ 
the SP N ational A c tion  Com

m ittee advances the slogan o f U N  
internationalization o f the Suez 
Canal. This is, o f course, un
acceptable to the Egyptian  peo
ple but i t  is acceptable to “ So
c ia lis t”  Prem ier M olle t o f France 
and “Socia list”  . Prem ier Ben 
Gurion o f Israel.

BROKEN PLEDGES
N oth ing  could be tter illus tra te  

the betrayal of socialism con
doned by the Second In te rnation
al than the current policies of 
“ socialist”  Pi'emier of France, 
Guy Mollet.

Campaigning fo r  the January 
1956 elections, M olle t and the 
French iSocialist P arty  promised 
an end to the colonial w ar in 
A lgeria , where 200,000 French 
troops were engaged in b ru ta l 
repression of the native people, 
and an improvement of the 
French workers’ standard of l iv 
ing. M allet and the Socialist P ar
ty  m inisters have sold' out on both 
promises. Today there are h a lf a 
m illion  French soldiers engaged 
in  the bloody repressions. N o t 
only has M olle t stepped up the 
“ d ir ty  w ar”  against the A lgerians 
despite an almost unanimous de
sire o f the French w ork ing  class 
against the war, he catapulted 
France into another colonialist 
ivar. Th is was the- ill-fa ted  b litz 
krieg  against E gyp t in the robber 
deal "with Israe l and the B ritish  
Tories.

Instead o f an improvement in  
the . French -workers’ standard 
o f liv ing , M olle t’s policy has 
brought an in fla tion , which hits 
the workers hardest, and a f i 
nancial program th a t enriches 
the bankers. He has used special 
strikebreaking police— the GRS 
— to smash demonstrations by 
draftees and workers against 
troop shipments to France. C iv il 
liberties violations have become 
the order o f the day under the 
“ socialist”  government of France. 
Journalists, ranging from  con
servative catholics, through SP 
members themselves and partic 
u la rly  the Trotskyists, who dare 
te ll the tru th  about what is going 
on in  A lgeria , have been fined 
and imprisoned and the news
papers carry ing  the ir articles 
have been seized and destroyed 
by M plle t’s police. A t the pres
ent moment, w rite rs  fo r the T ro t
skyist newspaper, La Verite, are 
on tr ia l both before c iv il and 
m ilita ry  courts in  France fo r sup
porting the A lgerians’ demand 
fo r  independence.

In  A lgeria  Itse lf M o lle t’s gov
ernment is ca n y in g  on a bloody 
reign o f te rro r against 90% of 
the population— tha t is against 
the A lgerians. The shooting of 
prisoners is  a commonplace. Sim
ila r ly  w ith  the old Naai practice 
o f "collective punishments”  of 
whole villages suspected o f giv-; 
ing  food to the gue rrilla  bands 
o f the resistance movement. The 
French Roli<;e in  A lg e ria  employ, 
a ll the inhuman practices o f H it 

le r ’s 'Gestapo on suspected mem
bers of the independence move
ment. The tortures include elec
tr ic  shock, repeated immersion in 
w ater to the point of unconscious
ness, fo rc ing  o f large quantities 
of w ater in te rna lly  in to  the pris
oners and other acts too sadistic 
to describe. A ll o f th is  is done 
under the regime o f Jacques La 
Coste, the Socialist Governor 
General of A lgeria , appointed by 
M ollet, the Socialist premier. 
Such people do not deserve the 
t it le  “ comrade”  from  any genuine 
socialist. The ir deserved tit le  is 
tha t of “ w ar crim inals.”

NO REFORM POSSIBLE
The French Socialist P a rty  is 

so degenerated, so bureaucra
tized w ith  thousands o f govern
ment o ffic ia ls  and opportunists 
who are members solely to latch 
onto government jpbs, tha t M o l
le t and his gang cannot be un
seated. The recent national coun
cil meeting of the pa rty  saw M ol
le t’s 'bureaucratic machine ro ll 
up a twelve-to-one v ic to ry  over 
opponents. This weakening o f the 
pa rty ’s le ft w ing is a ttributed to 
the fac t tha t in  those sections 
where the party  fo rm erly  had a 
w orking class base, members 
have simply been dropping out 
because they consider renovation 
o f the party  a hopeless task.

Los Angeles
The

School of International 
Socialism

Fall and Winter Session 
1956-57 

Each Saturday at 1 PM

♦
FIR ST CLASS:
The Progress 

Of American Philosophy 
—  Marxism vs. 

Pragmatism
Eight Lectures by 
William F. Warde

Sat., Jan. 26 —  1 P.M. 
What role can philosophy play 
in the struggle for socialism 

in the United States?

SECOND CLASS: 
The Defense of the 

Soviet Union 
A Seminar 

Conducted by T . Edwards

Sat., Jan. 26 —  2:30 P.M. 
“Socialism in one country”

1702 East 4th Street 
ANgelus 9-4953 

Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party
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■ ■ ■ SP-SDF Merger !

The Basic Economic Factors 
Of the Hungarian Revolution

Helped Beat the British Lion

(Continued from  page 1) 
p lic itly  and form ally  disavowed its  belief 
in  Leifinism  although its  program is 
thoroughly conciliatory to Social' Demo
cracy. Recantation of Leninism is demand
ed by SDF and SP leaders o f any radicals 
who wish to discuss regroupment w ith  
the SP.

The b rig h t prospects fo r assembling 
revolutionary socialist cadres rest, f irs t, 
w ith  all those socialists who are already 
convinced o f the need to f ig h t  fo r  social
ism on the basis o f class-struggle p rin 
ciples.

They also rest w ith  the workers and 
youths in  the ranks o f the Communist 
Party who are searching fo r clear M arx is t 
answers to the questions posed by the 
destruction o f the Stalin m yth. These in
clude many m ilita n t figh te rs  fo r social
ism who, despite S ta lin is t betrayals o f 
the ir aspirations, have demonstrated the 
capacity to  resist w itch-hunt pressures 
(some o f whose measures the SDF and SP 
leaders have backed1) and who oppose the 
capita list ru ling  class.

F ina lly, prospects fo r a new advance 
o f the socialist movement in the U.S. rest 
w ith  workers and youths ju s t awakening 
to socialist ideas, who seriously want to 
f ig h t capitalism. ,

None of these elements in the working 
class have the slightest desire to be en
rolled in the service of the U.S. State De
partment, whicjh is all that the SP-SDF 
unification program has to offer. They 
Mould shun like the plague ariy organiza
tion created on that basis.

Those SP leaders who o rig ina lly  opposed 
the SDF-SP unification have now capi
tulated. They always stood in fin ite ly  
closer to State Department socialism than 
to  revolutionary Marxism. Those SP mem- 

* bers who genuinely w ish to  serve the cause 
of Socialism w ill have to break clear o f 
the betrayal o f ‘socialism tha t the SDF- 
SP unification represents. We urge them 
to  find  th e ir way to  discussion and collabo
ra tion  w ith  all other genuine socialists 
who seek regroupment on the program of 
revolutionary Marxism . We, fo r  our part, 
w ill help them all we can to find  the way.

The Socialist Party and the UN
The leadership o f the Socialist P arty  is 

[iurrently engaged in  a petition  campaign 
to w in a seat in the U N  fo r Anna 
Kethly, M in ister o f State under the short- 
;ived regime of Im re Nagy in Hungary. Ac
cording to the December issue o f the So
cialist Call, Miss Keth ly, i f  seated in  the 
UN, “ w ill call fo r  a United Nations Emer
gency Force to be dispatched to Hungary.”

Herman Singer, National Secretary o f 
the Socialist P arty, indicates his support 
fo r Miss K e th ly ’s stand in  an article in the 
same issue o f the magazine which berates 
the Eisenhower adm inistration fo r fa iling  
to back up w ith  deeds its  declared program 
sf “ liberation”  o f the Soviet satellite na
tions.

The Hungarian people, led by a heroic 
Working class, opened a h istoric struggle 
against the K rem lin  fo r national inde
pendent and socialist democracy in Hun
gary. Their aims are the very opposite o f 
those o f the “ free world”  o f Western im 
perialism which seeks to re-establish 
capitalism in Hungary. Proponents o f 
'‘liberation”  by UN forces are aid ing not 
the Hungarian workers but U.S. im peria l
ism which exercises the decisive control 
in the UN and uses tha t body as a m ajor 
weapon in its  drive fo r  global conquest.

I t  is true tha t a t the height o f the second 
treacherous K rem lin  assault on Hungary, 
voices were heard calling fo r U N  aid. 
Those Hungarian revolutionists who mis
takenly supported th is  demand did so on

the basis o f the propaganda, which had 
been drummed into th e ir heads over the 
years by both S talinism  and Social Demo
cracy, tha t the UN is a force fo r peace and 
progress. B u t when a leadership calling 
its e lf “ socialist”  makes such a demand, 
i t  reveals itse lf as socialist in  name only.

The record o f the UN as an agency o f 
imperialism, and particu la rly  o f U.S. im 
perialism, is a ll too clear. I t  was demon
strated by the “ police action”  in  Korea in 
support o f the U.S. puppet-dictator, Rhee. 
I t  was demonstrated when the UN1 turned 
its  back on the A lgerian freedom figh te rs  
and when i t  watched s ilently while W all 
Street executed its reactionary coup in 
Guatemala. I t  is being demonstrated 
afresh today in Egypt where the U N  is 
being used by Washington as the lever to 
substitute its  power fo r tha t o f the van
quished B ritish  and French im peria lists.

The workers o f H ungary and Poland 
are fig h tin g  fo r  workers’ democracy and 
have begun a political revolution against 
S ta lin is t bureaucratic tyranny. The pro
posal o f Anna K eth ly  and the Socialist 
P arty  leadership to  “ aid”  th a t revolution 
w ith  UN troops could only serve to deliver 
i t  in to the blood-stained hands o f the 
Western im perialists who provide and con
tro l U N  forces. The Hungarian workers 
need the independent aid o f the world 
working class, not tha t o f self-proclaimed 
“ democratic socialists”  aligned w it l 
“ democratic”  imperialism.

By Bert Deck
A review o f Soviet Hungarian 

economic relations since 1944 
demonstrates that the Hungar
ian revolution cannot be ascribed 
to superficial “ errors o f the cult 
o f the personality”  or “ tragic 
mistakes in tempo.”  Rather the 
po litica l revolution is proven to 
be the inevitable development of 
the struggle o f the Hungarian 
w orking people against economic 
oppression by the Soviet bureau
cracy. The politica l and cu ltura l 
oppression suffered by Hungary 
derived in the last analysis frOtn 
economic oppression. The Krem 
lin  robbed the Hungarian w ork
ing  people fo r  the sake of the 
privileges of the Soviet bureau
cratic caste and added another 
burden by creating a native p riv 
ileged bureaucracy to carry out 
its  overlordship of the country.

The same relations th a t have 
obtained between the Soviet bu
reaucracy and Hungary also ob
ta in between the K rem lin and all 
other East-European countries. 
They are the root cause of the 
Polish revolution. The drive in  
1948 to reinforce such relations 
in Yugoslavia underlay the Sta- 
lin -T ito  break. These oppressive 
relations w ill inevitably produce 
revolutionary explosions on the 
Hungarian and Polish models 
throughout a ll Eastern Europe.
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AR M ISTIC E  TERMS
In  accordance w ith  the 1544 

arm istice agreement, Hungary 
was compelled over a span o f 
eight years to deliver as repara
tions to the Soviet Union $200 
m illion  w orth of commodities at 
1938 prices. A t prices current 
then, th is  constituted nearly $600 
m illion in  actual values.

The Hungarians were also 
compelled to foo t the b ill fo r 
the 'entire cost o f the Soviet 
A rm y in tra n s it and occupation. 
Four m illion tons o f gra in alone 
were expropriated by the K rem 
lin  in  the f ir s t  year o f the oc
cupation to feed its  troops in 
Hungary.

The f irs t  months of occupation 
also brought an undeterminable 
amount of “ uno ffic ia l”  requisi
tions and looting. A p a rt from  
this, the iSoviet government 
seized a ll property th a t could be 
described as “ German”  and col
lected a ll debts owed by H un
garian firm s to Germany. A t  the 
same time, the Soviet high com
mand payed its  occupation troops 
w ith  Hungarian money a rb itra 
r i ly  printed on its  own presses.

I t  has l>een estimated tha t the 
tota l cost of reparations, requisi
tions and ou trigh t lootings ab
sorbed fu lly ' one-half of Hungar
ian production a t th a t time. A l
though i t  is impossible to ve rify  
such estimates, i t  is su ffic ien t 
to note tha t by 1946, Hungarian 
economy was in  a state o f com
plete collapse w ith  its currency 
ruined by one of the w orst in 
fla tions in history.

( I t  must Ibe remembered tha t 
the Soviet occupation followed a 
war which, according to a 1945 
U N R A  report, destroyed 29% of 
H ungary’s agricu ltu ra l machin
ery and about 54% o f its  live 
stock. Where H ungary had 1,806 
locomotives in  1938, there were 
only 285 le ft in  1954, 2,300 
bridges had been wrecked during 
the course of the war. On top o f 
th is the fascists had dismantled 
200 factories, stolen the entire 
gold and sliver reserve, all m ajor 
telephone equipment, pharma
ceutical supplies and fire - f ig h t
ing  equipment. Small wonder tha t 
S ta lin ’s exactions could so com
pletely fin ish  wrecking the Hun
garian economy.)

Obviously the economy had ttf 
be revived or i t  would be more 
o f a lia b ility  than an asset to 
the K rem lin. The most b la tan t 
lootings ceased and the currency 
was reorganized on a stable 
basis. B u t Stalin had no inten 
tion of foregoing the ‘‘fru its ”  of 
victory.

As in other East European 
countries, the Soviets introduced 
in to  H ungary the ir jo int-stock 
companies. Supposedly these com
panies were partnerships, w ith  
each country investing ha lf the 
capital.

But the Russians demanded and 
received the r ig h t to  appoint the 
top adm inistrators. This setup 
gave the K rem lin control over 
the production o f Hungarian oil 
bauxite, coal, minerals, chemicals; 
power plants, machinery produc
tion, shipping, a ir  and motor 
transport, automobile manufac
ture and agriculture.

Moreover, the Russians ‘ 'in 
vested”  ha lf the capita l fo r these 
companies w ith  values stolen in  
Hungary itse lf. Fo r example in 
the jo in t aviation company the 
K rem lin ’s investment consisted of 
H ungary’s eleven best a irfie lds 
which the Soviet A rm y had “ lib 
erated”  from  the Germans.

These jo in t stock companies 
were no t only a means of 
siphoning o ff a large slug of 
the surplus value produced in 
Hungary, but fac ilita ted  the 
K rem lin  policy o f organizing 
Hungarian production and trade

the Russian bureaucracy. They 
went so fa r  ias to require tha t 
the increasing shipments from  
H ungary to the UISSR go via the 
Danube r iv e r where —  by happy 
coincidence —  Russian shipping 
held a monopoly.

By 1948, pressure o f the 
M arshall Plan compelled the 
K rem lin  to  complete the 'bureau
cratic, m ilita ry  elim ination of the 
rem aining cap ita lis t control of 
the economy. A lthough Hungar
ian economic forms now con
formed to those in  the Soviet U n
ion, S ta lin is t policy prevented a 
healthy in tegration o f ’ the pro
ductive forces in the two coun
tries. Thus, Soviet trade policy 
w ith  the satellites has ibeen a 
mockery of socialist relations.

H aving broken the trad itiona l 
ties of the East European econ
omies w ith  the w orld m arket the 
K rem lin forced the impoverished 
satellites to sell to them below 
w orld  m arket prices. I t  is  only 
now, fo r  example, tha t i t  has 
agreed to pay going m arket 
prices fo r  Polish coal.

The importance o f d irect trade 
in the appropriation o f Hungar
ian surplus value by the K rem lin 
is indicated by the 'extent to 
which Hungarian foreign trade 
has been monopolized by the So
vie t Union. In  1950, according 
to John Gunther (Behind the Iron 
C urta in) 49% o f Hungarian ex- 
portg went to the Soviet Union 
while 45% o f its  im ports came 
from  the Soviet Union.

' The K rem lin  policy o f tre a t
ing the satellite economies as 
supply sources fo r  the Soviet 
economy has made impossible any 
real planning fo r  socialist con
struction. From the time of the 
nationalization, K rem lin  policy 
was the obstacle to Hungarian 
development.

Ont the basis o f modest goals, 
i t  appears tha t the Hungarians 
were on something of a come
back a fte r the disastrous 1946 
collapse. In  1949, a five year plan 
was projected to begin the fo l
low ing year based on a modest 
increase in industria lization.

But the Russians then decided 
tha t Hungary was to be assigned 
the role of producing capital 
goods fo r the Soviet Union. On 
K rem lin  orders the Hungarian 
bureaucrats scrapped the orig inal

plan and began a concentration 
on heavy industry fa r  beyond 
th e ir means. The workers stand
ard of liv ing  plunged even lower.

I t  is d iff ic u lt enough fo r  w ork
ers to sacrifice th e ir liv ing  
standards fo r  over-rapid indus
tr ia liza tion  when the product re-' 
mains in the ir own country. When 
th a t product is removed to the So
v ie t Union and the workers see 
neither short- nor long-term  ben
e fits  accruing to tHem from  the 
extra e ffo rt, tha sacrifices be
come unbearable. Widespread 
opposition from  the workers, 
peasants and youth produced a 
continuous politica l crisis cul
m inating in the Oct. 23 demon
stra tion  tha t opened the revolu
tionary struggle.

Thus we see tha t the demands 
o f the Hungarian revolutionists 
fo r the cancellation o f commer
cial treaties w ith  the Soviet 
Union unfavorable to Hungary 
and the demand fo r the publica
tion  o f a ll fu tu re  commercial 
agreements did not fa ll from  the 
sky. N or does the demand fo r a 
socialist relationship based on 
E Q U A LIT Y  spring from  some 
abstract philosophical conception. 
The Hungarian revolution was 
the inevitable revolutionary so
cia lis t response to the bruta l Sta
lin is t course o f looting and ex
p lo itation at the p o in t o f a bayo
net.

Young Egyptians in Port Said celebrate the unconditional 
w ithdraw al o f the B ritish-French invasion forces from  the 
Suez canal zone. D uring the fig h tin g  last November, the B r it
ish commander complained tha t 12 year old Egyptians were 
armed and f ir in g  on the im peria lis t troops ih  P ort Said.

... Racists

British Crimes Against 
The People of Cyprus

By Joyce Cowley

(Continued from  page 1)
be trave ling  South fo r  his v is it 
to Texas and other drought 
areas, the conference urged tha t 
he make at least one speech in 
some m ajor Southern c ity  on the 
subject of racial violence and the 
Negro people’s c iv il rights. A 
s im ila r appeal was made to 
Vice-President N ixon. Recalling 
his recent,’ highly-publicized tour 
of Hungarian refugee camps in 
Austria , the Negro leaders asked 
Nixon to make a s im ila r tour fo r 
the benefit o f (Negro freedom 
figh te rs  below' the Mason-Dixon 
line.

Both of these appeals have met 
o ffic ia l silence from  the W hite 
House. This refusal, not to act, 
but merely to u tte r words pu t
tin g  the prestige o f the ir high 
offices, fo r  whatever i t  is worth, 
on the side o f the bomb victim s, 
is a devastating exposure o f the 
hypocrisy of Eisenhower's gen
eralities about brotherhood and of 
N ixon’s supposed sympathy fo r 
figh te rs  against oppression.

In  Montgomery, the c ity  o ff i
cials’ almost eager suspension of 
bus service to  th w a rt in tegra
tion  has boomeranged. Though 
the suspension pleased the WCC 
and Ku K lu x  elements i t  worked 
much greater hardship on the 
white population than on the Ne
groes who quickly revived the ir 
car pool arrangements. Moreover. 
Montgomery’s merchants suf
fered considerable financial loss 
and began to  complain b itte r ly . 
The Montgomery Advertiser came 
out ed ito ria lly  (Jan. 11) against 
the suspension .as a “ surrender 
to lawlessness. Those buses 
should run on schedule i f  they 
run empty,”  said the editoria l. 
“ ■They should run as a symbol 
tha t the police apparatus . 
has not abdicated. The issue now 
:s no longer segregation. The 
issue now is whether i t  is safe 
to live  in Montgomery, Alabama.”  

A  week’s pressure from  the 
spokesmen o f M ontgom ery’s 
wealth caused the WCC mayor 
and c ity  commissioners to cave 
in. Daytime bus service w ithout 
segregation was resumed Jan.' 1<5. 
Th is time the buses had police 
protection. I t  is quite like ly  tha t 
previous attacks on buses went 
unpunished because the WDC city  
adm inistration and the WCC po
lice chief w inked at the attacks 
or even connived a t them. I t  is 
apparent tha t no seroius e fforts  
have been made by local police 
to track down the perpetrators of 
six bombings o f the n igh t of 
Jan. 10. Moreover, requests by 
the victim s fo r police protection 
fo r the ir homes and churches

On Jan. 2. Charles Foley, Ed
ito r  o f the Times in Cyprus, was 
fined £50 fo r publishing a state
ment deemed by the B ritish  au
thorities to be “ prejudicia l to the 
maintenance o f public order.”  

The Times had reported ac tiv i
ties o f the EOK1A— Greek in i
tia ls  of the National Organiza
tion  of Cypriote figh te rs—which 
i» seeking to oust the B ritish  
from  Cyprus in  order to unite 
i t  w ith  Greece. Cyprus is the 
Middle East command post of 
B ritish  im peria lism ’s armed 
forces.

In  prosecuting Foley, A tto r 
ney General S ir  James Henry 
contended th a t “ statements of 
fa c t are themseives no defense. 
Some facts are of public benefit, 
but others are not. I t  is not the 
duty of newspapers to publish 
a ll the facts they could lay  the ir 
hands on.”

were sum m arily rejected by the 
in  conform ity w ith  the needs of Montgomery police.

YOUTHS W H IPPED
Pamphlets issued by the N a

tional Union o f Cyprus give some 
o f the facts which B ritish  o f f i 
cials don’t consider i t  anyone’s 
duty to publish, facts about hun
dreds of Cypriotes toeing de
tained in concentration camps 
w ithou t a tr ia l— they have not 
even 'been charged w ith  any 
crim e; facts about the policy o f 
hanging w ithou t tr ia l by ju ry ; 
about the w hipping bi children, 
which was made legal by Cyprus 
Governor S ir John H arding in a 
proclamation issued in Novem 
iber 1955.

Photographs show B ritish  sol
diers dragging o ff schoolboys 1'2 
to 14 years of age, who are se
verely ¡jeaten. The B ritish  have 
raided g;se homes of Cypriotes, 
evicted ,;en and women because 
they refiised to turn  in fo rm er or 
had no in form ation to give, im 
posed collective punishments and 
collective fines on whole villages 
and towns.

Cypriotes are demanding the 
elementary democratic r ig h t of 
self-determination. In  The Cyprus 
Question Spyros Kyprianou, a 
Cyprus leader, says: “ For years 
Cyprus has been the subject o f 
many deals and agreements 
w ithou t its  inhabitants being 
asked or considered a t a ll.”  B r it 
ain took over Cyprus from  T u r
key in 1878 in an agreement pop 
u la rly  known as the “ th ie f’s 
deal,”  and ever since B ritish  
statesmen —  W . E. Gladstone, 
David L loyd George, Ramsey 
McDonald, W inston Churchill —  
have made statements to the e f
fect tha t the Cypriote desire fo r 
enosis, o r union w ith  Greece, 
would receive sympathetic con
sideration at some fu tu re  date.

C hurchill, when he visited Cyp
rus in lft07, declared the Cypriote 
desire to be united w ith  Greece 
was “ an ideal to be earnestly, 
devoutly and fe rven tly  cher
ished.”  But i t  was during Church
i l l ’s adm inistration th a t Henry 
Hopkinson, M in is te r fo r  Colonial 
A ffa irs , said in the House of 
Commons th a t “ Cyprus, because 
of strategic and other considera
tions, is  included among those 
te rrito ries  th a t can never atta in 
fu ll independence.”

B R ITISH  S TA LL
According to Kyprianou, the 

present crisis began developing 
a fte r W orld  W ar I I ,  in  which 
thousands o f Cypriotes enlisted

because they m istakenly believed 
(on the basis of recru itm ent 
posters, speeches by Churchill, 
etc.) tha t B rita in  was prom ising 
them union w ith  Greece a fte r the 
war. They started peaceably re
m inding B ritish  o ffic ia ls  about 
th is w ith  petitions, delegations, 
a plebiscite (in  which 96% o f the 
Greeks, constitu ting fo u r-fifth s  
o f the island’s population, voted 
fo r  union), and f in a lly  in  1954 an 
appeal to the U nited Nations.

The question was postponed 
“ fo r  the time ¡being”  because i t  
“ could be solved in a fr iend ly  
way”  outside the UIN. In  1955, 
the B ritish  Government held a 
T rip a rtite  Conference on Cyprus, 
in v itin g  Greece and Turkey. One 
o f the reasons i t  fa iled, K yp ria 
nou says, was “ the absence of 
the Cypriotes.”  “ In the meantime 
the situation in  Cyprus dete
riorated badly. A considerable 
section o f Cypriotes, who lost 
the ir patience, resQrted to v i
olence.”

Another attem pt to b ring  the 
question before the UN was 
shelved because i t  was thought 
“ fr iend ly  negotiations”  would 
be the “ ideal means o f solving 
the problem.”  Negotiations were 
opened in November 1955, be
tween Archbishop Makarios, who 
is also Ethnarch of Cyprus (lead
er of the National Council), and 
the new Governor of Cyprus, S ir  
John Harding.

H arding is an infamous trou 
bleshooter fo r  B ritish  im perial 
ism, who had “ distinguished”  
h imself as the bloody executioner 
o f the Mau-Mau in  Kenya. A fte r 
•five months, negotiations broke 
down in spite o f what Kyprianou 
calls “ great and even risky con
cessions”  by the Archbishop, who 
is an advocate o f passive resist
ance. A  few days la te r, the A rch
bishop was arrested and exiled 
to Mahe, a tin y  island in  the 
Indian ocean.

A fte r  his exile, B ritish  o f f i 
cials increased the ir repressive 
and d ic ta to ria l measures against 
the Cypriote people, who “ reacted 
v io len tly .”

In  August, the B ritish  turned 
down a m ilita ry  truce offered by 
EO KA and demanded uncondi 
tiona l surrender instead. Two 
months la te r Cyprus was the 
main jum ping o ff place fo r

the ir invasion o f E gypt, which 
may explain why they refused the 
truce.

NO RIGHTS
The latest B ritish  move th is 

December was to o ffe r Cyprus 
a new constitution, except tha t 
i t  is not rea lly  new, being a l
most identical to one offered by 
tho Labor government in  1948 
and rejected by tho Cypriotes. 
They don’t  like th is  constitu tion 
because of the Governor’s “ re
serve powers.”  A lthough the pow
ers are lim ited to “ fore ign rela
tions, defense and security,”  the 
Governor could overrule any 'bill 
on the ground tha t i t  touched on 
one of these subjects. Also, there 
are no guarantees o f habeas 
corpus, freedom of speech, libe r
ty  of the press, etc.

The Cypriotes say there is on
ly  one way to reach an agree
ment. Archbishop Makarios, the ir 
elected leader, must be released 
to negotiate on the basis of self- 
determination. B rita in , however, 
has no in tention o f g iv ing  up its  
last m ilita ry  base in the Middle 
East, which is essential to its  
f ig h t against the A rab  independ
ence movement.

Now, Cypriotes are once again 
appealing to the U N. But they 
obviously w ill not get much help 
from  th is agency o f w orld im 
perialism . I t  is only by tu rn ing  
to the colonial people, who are 
in  revolt everywhere in the world, 
and to the world w orking class, 
tha t the Cypriote freedom f ig h t
ers w ill find  allies in  the ir coura
geous struggle.

To get the background 
on the present conflic t 

in  the
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The Negro Struggle
--------------------------  By Jean Blak« — ------------------------

State of the Union
President Eisenhower’s State o f the 

Union message to Congress was a per
fect specimen of cap ita lis t politica l m y
thology.

The speech was the A dm in is tra tion ’s 
statement on the condition o f capital
ism a t home and abroad, and o f policies 
by which the Eisenhower regime pro 
poses tp defend and extend the power 
o f the ru lin g  class. B u t i t  employed ideal
is tic  platitudes, abstractions, and gen
eralities designed to  create the illusion 
tha t the A dm in is tra tion  im partia lly  
serves the “ national interest o f 170 m il
lion people.”

The treatm ent of the issue o f segrega
tion  is a good example. The President 
eased in to  the question by ca lling fo r 
enactment, w ithou t delay, o f the school 
construction b ill “ designed to meet emer
gency needs fo r  more classrooms.”

“ This w ill benefit children of all races 
throughout the country,”  he said, “ and 
children o f all races need schools now.”
■ Then came the joke r in  the deal: “ I  

am hopeful tha t th is  program can be 
enacted on its  own m erits, uncomplicated 
by provisions dealing w ith  the complex 
problems o f integration. I  urge the peo
ple in  all sections o f the country to ap
proach these problems w ith  calm and rea
son, w ith  mutual understanding and good 
w il l in  the American trad ition  o f deep 
respect fo r  the orderly processes o f law 
and justice.”

Th is was, o f course, a d irect use of 
the power and prestige of the office of 
the President to attempt to foresta ll 
anti-segregation amendments to legisla
tive  bills —  the only means by which i t  
was possible to compel the last Congress 
to consider demands fo r equal righ ts  fo r 
Negroes.

In  the last session, when Rep. Adam 
Clayton Powell o f New Y ork  introduced 
such amendments, President Eisenhower 
intervened in  the debate w ith  a public 
attack on the anti-segregation amend
ments. He never1 saw f i t ,  however, in 
the course o f the violent legal and extra- 
legal battles over implementation o f Su
preme Court decisions against segrega
tion  in  the past two years, to attack the 
w hite supremacists.

The lo fty  “ im p a rtia lity ”  and classless 
“ ob jec tiv ity ”  of the State o f the Union 
message on Jan. 10 did not satisfy the 
Southern Negro leadei's’ conference on 
transportation and integration, meeting 
in  A tlanta .

The fo llow ing  day they w ired the Pres
ident: “ We ask you to come south im 
mediately to make a m a jo r speech in  a 
m ajor southern c ity  u rg ing all southern
ers to abide by the Supreme Court’s de
cision as the law o f the land.”

For Vice-President N ixon they urged 
a t r ip  through the South s im ila r to the 
one he made on behalf of Hungarian 
refugees, so tha t he can report to the 
President on “ economic boycotts, and re
prisals, and bombings and violence d i
rected against persons and homes o f Ne
groes who assert th e ir righ ts  under the 
Constitution.”

The Negro struggle has become con
scious, articulate, and a mass movement 
w ith  concrete, specific demands. The old 
politic ians’ mumbo jumbo about “ mutual 
understanding and good w ill and in  the 
American tra d ition  o f deep respect fo r 
the orderly processes o f law and justice”  
has lost its power. — Where do you stand 
in  the fig h t?  That’s what the American 
freedom figh te rs  want to know.
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The Dust Bowl

The black and shaded states are those most severely 
damaged by winds in the chronic drought area visited by 
Eisenhower th is month. The B ig Business adm inistration re
jects the advice o f its  own agricu ltu ra l experts fo r  large 
scale planning and water conservation projects as socialistic 
and po litica lly  unacceptable.

Reader Calls for A id  
To S. African Fight

Steel Union Bureaucrats 
Open War on Opposition

By Jack Wilson
A t last i t  is o ff ic ia l! In  the 

January issue o f Steel Labor, the 
In ternational Tellers report tha t 
Donald Rarick has received the 
nomination o f 91 locals o f the 
United Steel W orkers o f Am er
ica and is now o ffic ia l candidate 
opposing incumbent President 
David J. McDonald in  the elec
tion  to be held by referendum 
Feb. 12.

The Rarick candidacy grew out 
o f the wave of resentment tha t 
swept through the union a fte r 
the International officers used 
th e ir massive machine a t the last 
convention to  ram through a $24 
yearly  dues increase • and a 
$10,000 pay hike fo r  McDonald. 
The ranks blasted th is action un
m erc ifu lly  and formed rank and 
f i le  dues ¡protest committees in  
USW  locals throughout the coun
try .

W hile rank and file  resentment 
has been focused la rge ly on the 
dues hike, i t  has reflected th e ir 
deep dissatisfaction w ith  the 
p idd ling concessions MacDonald 
accepted from  the profit-b loated 
corporations fo llow ing  the five - 
week strike last Ju ly. The dues 
protest expresses resentment, a l
though not ye t an open opposi
tion, against McDonald’s ruinous 
policy o f a ll-ou t Collaboration 
w ith  the steel barons.

From  the viewpoint o f the In -

ternational officers, th is  insur
gent movement based on the dues 
issue alone is bad enough. They 
have the experience o f the past 
two months where three other 
unions tried to get a much 
smaller dues increase passed by 
membership referendums. The 
proposed dues hikes were re 
buffed in the In te rnationa l Typo
graphical Union, the American 
Federation o f Teachers and the 
In te rnationa l Association o f Ma
chinists. Basically these referen
dums results have been an ex
pression o f no confidence in the 
leadership.

So fo r  the McDonald machine, 
Rarick is thé enemy a t the gates. 
The size o f his rank-and-file 
arm y is undetermined, but Mc
Donald is tak ing  no chances. The 
trum pet has blown, summoning 
a ll loyal local union presidents, 
s ta ff men, d is tr ic t directors, pub
lic ists and a ll other pie-cards to 
get in  there and fig h t. The 
arsenal is w ell stocked w ith  the 
weapons used by the labor 
bureaucrats over the ¡past 
hundred years o f service to 
capitalism w ith in  the labor move
ment.

R ED -B A IT IN G
The number one weapon is red

baiting. McDonald has already 
damned the dues protest move
ment as containing and being

Civilian Victim of Marine 
Corps Begins Jail Term

George E. Shibley, the c iv ilian lawyer from  Long 
Beach, Calif, who has been hounded by Marine Corps 
brass hats fo r five years because he defended an en
listed man, begiin serving a three-'"*^
year term  in Federal prison, 
dan. 14, fo r  allegedly “ conspiring 
to steal”  a worthless piece of 
paper. The paper was a carbon 
copy of his own testimony before 
a Marine Corps court of inquiry.

Shibley had been hauled be
fore the court of inqu iry by Ma
rine M ilita ry  Police in 1952 and 
grilled fo r five  days w ithout be
ing allowed counsel, because he 
had criticized Marine Corps Gen
eral Vernon E. Magee, command
er o f E l Toro base near Long 
Beach. Shibley criticized the gen
eral in the course o f defending 
the legal righ ts o f a Marine 
Corps sergeant.

The M arine Corps o fficers "had 
Shibley cited fo r  contempt of 
the court of inqu iry. A fte r a ju ry  
freed Shibley of th a t charge, the 
brass then accused him of steal
ing  the carbon copy of his testi
mony. Since the piece of pa
per was technically government 
property, a conviction on a 
charge of conspiring to steal i t  
would - llo w  a v indictive court to 
give .Shibley a heavy sentence, 
■thereby discouraging- any c r i t i 

cism of m ilita ry  "jus tice ”  !by ci
v ilian  lawyers.

Shibley was convicted in 1953 
on the testimony of a “ private 
detective”  who had actually taken 
the carbon copy from the Marine 
base, and mailed a photographic 
copy to iShibley. He also mailed 
a copy to newspaper columnist 
Drew Pearson. The “ private de
tective”  was given a suspended 
sentence, the columnist was never 
charged, but Shibley was sen
tenced to three years.

The Supreme court has refused 
to review Sliibley's conviction in 
spite of appeals from  more than 
100 attorneys who came to Shib- 
ley’s defense. A  reduction in sen
tence was refused because Shib- 
ley would not adm it gu ilt.

M /S g t. John R. Bcnnette, the 
Marine whom •Shibley’ success
fu lly  defended, and who is now 
National Chairman of the Shib
ley Defense Committee, said 
S liibley’s only legal recourse now 
is a Congressional investigation 
or Presidential clemency. The 
committee, whose address is 
Shibley Defense Committee P.O. 
Box 748 Long Beach, Calif, plans 
to carry the fig h t through all 
possible channels.

influenced by “ T rotskyites.”  
Local union leaders on the Mc
Donald tra in  have joined the con
demnation o f “ Trotskyism .”  The 
In te rnationa l's  public i-elations 
s ta ff is undoubtedly now assess 
in g  the dividends tha t m igh t 
accrue from  an a ll-ou t a ttack on 
th is  basis against the protest 
movement.

i/Tirr-irf-
Weapon number two is s tra igh t 

coercion. Frank O’Brien, rebel' 
candidate fo r  D irector o f D is tr ic t 
15, (embracing P ittsburgh ’s So 
and West side), who claims the 
nomination o f seven locals, two 
more than necessary fo r nomina
tion, was compelled to take court 
action to get his name on the 
ballot. A fte r  suspending legal 
action, O’Brien was told he could 
plead his case before the In te r
national Executive Board in Chi
cago provided he footed the b ill 
to  get him self and his witnesses 
there. Two s ta ff men, Stephen 
J. Gall and Paul Schremp, have 
been reported suspended from  
the ir jobs fo r  opposing McDonald 
incumbents fo r  d is tr ic t d irector
ships.

In  Steelton, near H arrisburg, 
Pa., the 4,800-member Local 1688 
has been placed under a Mc
Donald adm inistrator, its  funds 
frozen, and the r ig h t o f its  mem
bers to vote in  the February 
referendum suspended. The P itts 
burgh Post-Gazette reports the 
membership is fig h tin g  back.

“ CONTRACT CONFERENCES
Weapon number three in  the 

campaign is a wholesale series 
o f conferences to allegedly study 
economic and contract problems. 
These conferences, which the 
Rarick group contends w ill Cost 
the union a m illion  dollars, are 
designed to appeal to the mem
bership by appearing to defénd 
present contract conditions and 
fo rm u la ting  fu tu re  demands.

W ith  th is tactic McDonald ap
pears to have cut in to  Rarick’s 
support in  the New England 
D is tric t by demagogically ta lk 
ing about a f ig h t fo r  a four-day 
week a t 40 hours pay to comhat- 
unemployment and the th rea t of 
automation layoffs. In  the Cleve
land d is tric t, where basic steel 
is enjoying a boom, the In te r- 
ternational is plumping fo r  more 
money.

Meanwhile the Rárick slate is 
seriously weakened by its  fa ilu re  
to advance a program other than 
opposition to the dues increase 
and to lack o f in ternal demo
cracy. However th ings arc pop
ping in  the union. This is the 
f ir s t  opportun ity the member
ship has had to vote fo r a presi
dent in  something else than a 
plebiscite. The very process of 
having to decide which way to 
vote w il l  spur a greater con
sciousness o f the need fo r  
developing an effective program 
o f struggle against the cor
porations. McDonald w ill probably 
w in  th is  election. B u t like 
Pyrrhus o f Ancient Greece, who 
won battles bu t lost the war, he 
may w ell exclaim, “ Another such 
v ic to ry and we are undone!”

E dito r:
In  the community of Johannes

burg, South A frica , in the month 
of December, 153 educators, cler
gymen, w rite rs , and labor and po
lit ica l leaders, were arrested en 
masse in pre-dawn raids. The sole 
charge against them was tha t 
they had been among some 4,000 
delegates to a Congress of the 
People in June 19-55, which had 
proclaimed a ring ing  Charter of 
Freedom, proposing the aboli
tion of Apartheid (racia l seg
regation), and popular control 
o f industry, banks, and other so
c ia lly  necessary services. This 
charter has been construed toy 
the prosecution as a call fo r v i
olence aud subversion, constitu t
ing treason— a crime punishable 
by death under South A frican  
law.

Among the defendants are 
A lan Paton, author of Cry, the 
Beloved Country; Prof. Z. K. 
Matthews, principal of F o rt Hare 
U n ive rs ity  fo r  A fricans; Leslie 
Messina, secretary of the South 
A frica  Congress of Trade Unions, 
and many other leading intellec
tuals and c iv il lig h ts  fighters.

RACIST POLICY 
,uQn the f i r s t  day of pre lim inary 
hearings, the courtroom was 
stormed by A fricans standing six 
deep around the doors and hang
ing at the windows. In  the 
streets, police dispersed crowds 
w ith clubs and tear gras, fin a lly  
opening f ire  w ith  Sten guns and 
in ju rin g  over two dozen demon
strators.

This round-up of freedom- 
figh ters climaxes th/e whole pol
icy of the N ationalis t govern
ment which came to -power sev
eral years ago, continually in 
creasing the burden of oppres
sion of the eleven m illion  non
white peoples by the two m illion 
Europeans, and re jecting all a t
tempts by the A fricans to place 
the ir grievances before the gov
ernment. As fa r  back as June, 
1952, the A frican  National Con
gress and South A frican Indian 
Congress— exhausting a ll other 
alternatives— were forced to 
launch a “ Campaign in Defiance 
of U n just Laws,”  modeled a fte r 
Gandhi’s passive resistance move
ment o f the 1930’s.

In  re ta lia tion, the government 
in itia ted  even harsher repres
sions, such as The Suppression 
o f Communism Act, which gives 
the M in is ter a rb itra ry  power to 
ban organizations, close down 
newspapers, deport individuals, 
and hold secret inquiries. In  
South A frica , i t  may be noted, 
the .government has defined as 
“ Communist,”  anyone who “ ad
vocates the ending o f race dis
crim ination. . . and i t  is un
der such edicts, tha t the cu r
ren t treason tr ia l is being pro
mulgated.

U.S. IN VESTM ENTS
W ith  the exception of a few 

tr iv ia l news releases, the cap
ita lis t press in  the U nited States 
has refrained from  publicizing 
th is  a troc ity , because such >an 
expose would not serve the cause 
of American im peria lists whose 
industria l corporations are doing 
a th r iv in g  and expanding busi
ness in South A frica ! (U.S. Steel, 
Union Carbide and Carbon, U.S. 
Rubber, General E lectric, etc.) 
In  ISO'S, the Malan M in is te r of 
Finance, 'N. C .Havenga, reported 
U-S. owned assets in South A fr i  
ca as topping $2% billion.

In  the past, the United States 
has opposed m ajority-supported 
U nited ¡Nations’ resolutions 
noting the charge of discrim ina 
tion against Indians in  South 
A frica , and asking the Union 
Government to report on the 
steps being taken to remove the 
grievances. W ith  m inor va ria 
tions, this remains the core of 
the U.S. delegation’s policy on 
the South A frican  Governmemnt’s 
b ru ta l oppression of its  non- 
W hite peoples.

I t  is o f crucial im port tha t 
American progressives and so
cia lists demonstrate the ir sol
id a rity  w ith  the colonial peoples 
in the ir struggle fo r  freedom 
from  fore ign domination, and 
against racism, by g iv ing  then- 
utmost support to the freedom- 
fig h te r defendants in  Johannes
burg. A South A frican  Defense 
Fund has been set up by the 
Movement fo r Colonial Freedom, 
and contributions may 'be sent to: 
Cannon Collin ’s Defense Fund, 
2 Amen Court, London, E. C. 4.

Cynthia Speare
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BU FFALO , Jan. 13 —  The 
powerful labor movement o f th is  
country must support the heroic 
c iv il r igh ts  figh te rs  in  Mont
gomery, Tallahassee, B irm ing 
ham, and other cities., o f the 
South. This was the message of 
FarreM Dobbs, N ational1 Sec
re ta ry  o f the Socialist W orkers 
Party , when he spoke a t an in 
sp iring  Negro emancipation day 
celebration in  th is  c ity  las t Sun
day. The a ffa ir  commemorated 
the 93rd ,anniversary o f L in 
coln’s emancipation proclama
tion.

Invited by the B u ffa lo  C iv il 
R ights League. Dobbs addressed 
three audiences to ta lin g  about 
900 persons. H is partic ipa tion  as 
a speaker was climaxed in  the 
evening when he delivered the 
principal address a t a w ind-up 
ra lly  in  the Mount Olive B ap tis t 
Church in  Lackawanna a few  
blocks from  the spraw ling Beth
lehem Steel m ills .

LABO R ’S SELF-IN TE R ES T
Dobbs denounced the w hite 

te rro r in the South, hailed the 
ris in g  struggle fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  
there and indicated how thé next 
stages o f the f ig h t can be won. 
“ The W hite  Citizens Council's,”  
he explained “ are combinations 
of lynch gangs and D ix iecra t 
po litic ians who are as anti-labor 
as they are anti-Negro.”  “ The ir 
basic objective has been to divide 
labor and thereby defeat union
ism along color lines.”  In  order 
to unionize the South and combat 
miserable open shop conditions 
the unions must intervene in fu l l  
support o f the struggle fo r  
equality fo r  the Negro people. 
“ I t  is in  the self-interest o f o r
ganized labor to support the 
struggle  of the colored people foi- 
c iv il r igh ts ,”  Dobbs stated.

The afternoon session o f the 
a ll day emancipation program 
took place a t the Friendship 
B aptis t Church where the main 
speaker was Rev. L. K . Jackson 
o f Gary, Indiana. In  r ing ing  
terms he declared th a t the na
tion  was ‘ ‘headed fo r  the last 
roundup”  i f  human rig h ts  were 
not obtained fo r  all. D r. Jackson 
shared the p la tfo rm  w ith  F arre ll 
Dobbs and w ith  W alter Chopyk, 
a representative of the Mayor of

Canadian Railway 
Labor Conducts 
Militant Strike

A  nine day strike  over im 
portant precedent-setting a t
tempts by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway to elim inate ra ilw ay 
firem en ended Jan. 11. The s tr ike  
began when the CPR —  w ith  
p ro fits  already 15% over last 
year’s and w ith  an 11% fre ig h t 
increase under its  be lt —  decided 
to  "cease employing”  firem en 
on Diesel locomotives on a ll but 
passenger service <■- Diesel is 
rap id ly  replacing"”Stfgam on ra il
roads, th is move threatened v ir 
tua lly  to elim inate the category 
o f firem an. I f  the CPR were 
successful in  its  attem pt, a 
serious precedent would threaten 
the safety and the jobs o f all 
N orth  American ra ilw ay  w ork
ers.

The CPR made a phony claim 
tha t i t  would give the eliminated 
firem en other jobs. Actua lly , 
some would be p u t on the “ spare 
lis t,”  to w ork only when posi
tions opened up and then a t rates 
of pay probaibly lower than a 
firem an’s. The rest would be laid 
o ff o u tr igh t fo r  lack o f seniority 
to qua lify  under the company 
plan.

The 2,800 firem en affected, 
members o f the Brotherhood o f 
Locomotive Firemen and Engine- 
men, struck, Jan. 2, completely 
stopping a ll CPR service. A ll 
other cra fts  w ith  a to ta l o f 
75,000 workers respected the 
picket lines. O ff-s h ift workers 
from  the riva l Canadian National 
Railway also picketed.

W ork was resumed pending a 
report, by a three-man Govern
ment board o f inqu iry , on the 
safe ty of operating Diesel loco
motives in yard and fre ig h t work 
w ithou t firemen. The board’s 
findings, to be returned “ before 
Oct. 1,”  are not fo rm a lly  bind
ing. The CPR claims i t  could 
save $10.7 m illion in firem en’s 
wages. A Toronto columnist 
pointed out th a t “ tha t's  what 
th is  s trike  is about —  whether 
lives or p ro fits  are w orth  taking 
care of.”

FA R R E LL  DOBBS

Buffa lo. Other speakers in tro  
dticed by Chairman John D. Carr 
included a leader o f the Elks, 
m inisters o f several churches, 
and c ity  court judges. Singing 
by large choral groups added 
s p ir it to the gathering.

A  s ign ifican t feature o f the 
meeting was the presentation o f 
a resolution calling upon the 
American labor movement to aid 
the emancipation struggle. James 
G arrett, a candidate in  local 
elections o f the NAACP, con 
ducted the vote. The audience 
here and also a t the evening 
meeting in  Lackawanna voted 
unanimously in  fa vo r o f the 
resolution which read in p a rt as 
fo llows:

“ Whereas: I t  is pa in fu lly  clear 
th a t the vast m a jo rity  o f the Ne
gro people are s ti l l  f la g ra n tly  
deprived o f the ir fu ll political, 
economic, and social righ ts, and 
whereas: a tru ly  epochal and un
precedented struggle fo r  human 
righ ts  in America finds its  most

dram atic expression in  the c ity  
o f Montgomery, Alabama, where 
our people ¡have w ith  unrem itting  
tenacity won a signal v ic to ry , 
and whereas: white supremacists 
in  an e ffo rt to rob the Negro 
people o f Montgomery o f the 
fru its  o f the ir victorious s tru g 
gle have instigated mob violence, 
Therefore, be i t  resolved: That 
th is  body go on record as 
denouncing the w hite supremacist 
te rro r in  the South in  general, 
and in  Montgomery in  particu lar, 
and th a t a caU be made by the 
most prom inent Negro organiza
tions in  America to  the American 
labor movement, and in  particu la r 
to  the executive bodies o f  the 
A FL-C IO  and other labor o r
ganizations to  jo in  and come to  
th e ir assistance and help in  the 
emancipating struggle of the Ne
gro people, fo r  w hat emancipates 
the Negro people w ill also help 
to emancipate labor, Negro and 
W hite from  aill the evils th a t 
prey upon i t . ”

PRESS REPORTS
I t  was fu r th e r resolved tha t 

copies would be sent to the Presi
dent and Vice-President o f the 
AFL-C IO , to numerous offices in  
government including the Mayor 
o f Montgomery and the Governor 
o f Alabama, and to leaders of 
Negro organizations.

This resolution and many of 
the speeches were quoted ex
tensively in  the press. In  fac t, 
the entire emancipation celebra
tion  was given widespread cover
age in  the newspapers and its  
importance was qu ickly recogniz
ed. I t  contained the f i r s t  appeal 
in th is area to the labor move
ment by a large body o f rep
resentative Negro organizations 
and fo r  th a t reason marks a 
h istoric step fo rw ard  on the 
N iagara F ron tie r.

Toronto Socialists Score 
Gains in Local Elections

TORONTO —  The only bright spots in Toronto’s
municipal elections last month which saw the Tory-Liberal
combination sweep back into office were: (1 ) the vigorous
campaign waged by the Socialist®- 
Educational League behind the
candidacy o f Ross- Dowson fo r 
mayor and (2 ) the successful 
vote to extend the franchise to 
some 45,000 people who up un til 
now had been disfranchised by 
reactionary property quaVifica 
tions.

I

Dowson, the League’s Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, polled 9.862 
votes, almost 11% o f the vote 
cast in  an election where only 
27% o f those eligible cast the ir 
vote —  the lowest poll in  ten 
years.

CP VOTE DROPS
ControHer Ford Brand, form er 

leader of the pressmen’s union, 
who again received the endorse
m ent o f the Toronto Labor Coun
c il along w ith  the support of the 
cap ita lis t press, dropped almost 
5,000 votes. Only one o f the 
candidates supported by the 
Labor Progressive (Communist) 
Party  was elected —  Alderman 
W illiam  Dennison who again 
headed the l is t in  his ward but 
dropped 500 votes. The scatter
ing  o f LPP candidates suffered 
a precipitous loss o f votes. Ed ith  
Ryerson dropped almost 900 
votes to lose the seat she held 
fo r. 12 years on \h e  Board of 
Education. Charles Simms, cam
paigning fo r  the city-w ide post 
o f Board o f Control, drew 6,982 
votes, ar drop of 2,500 from  what 
the LPP polled fo r  the same o f
fice las t year.

The cap ita lis t press made every 
e ffo r t to ensure a low vote fo r  
Ross Dowson. Since he was the 
only opponent o f the Tory incum
bent the press constituted w hat 
was in  e ffect a news blackout on 
the m ayora lity  contest, concen
tra tin g  attention on the Board of 
Control race. Where the press 
cfid re fe r to the m ayora lity cam
paign i t  care fu lly  avoided men
tion of Dowson’s name. For ex
ample, one paper reported on 
three election-eve meetings where 
Dows6h spoke w ithou t mention
ing  him.

The SEL worked energetically 
and effective ly during the eleven- 
day campaign to overcome the 
news blackout. Over 45,000 copies 
of the W orkers Vanguard, ca rry 
ing SEL’s revolutionary socialist

p la tfo rm  were d istributed. The 
bulk went to  w orking class 
homes and p lant gates.

As fo r  the LPP —  the loss of 
the Board o f Education seat and 
the fu rth e r precipitous decline o f 
its  Board of Control vote, which 
once stood a t 50,000, has removed 
th a t pa rty  as an effective force 
in municipal a ffa irs . ‘

R eflecting the crisis o f tha t 
p a rty  since the 20th Congress of 
the CPSU, the LPP slate was the 
smallest in  years. The ir cam
paign fo r  Board o f Control 
handled few er pieces o f cam
paign lite ra tu re  than th a t o f the

ROSS DOWSON

SEL. Their candidate’s prograrh 
was a hodge podge o f libera l 
reforms. Besides demands fo r  
“ more parking- lo ts”  and a “ yes”  
vote fo r  a new c ity  hall, i t  in 
cluded one ca lling  fo r  “ more 
policemen on the ‘beat’ and better 
cru is ing service.”

The SEL campaigned fo r  a 
labor mayor ,on the march to a 
labor adm inistration and pre
sented a series o f demands meet
ing  the pressing needs o f labor 
and leading toward the ir socialist 
solution. These included demands 
fo r sh ifting  the tax burden unto 
the* rich, fo r  more low-rental, 
low-cost subsidized housing, fo r 
municipal ownership o f the m ilk  
and bread-distributing industry 
in  order to  ha lt ris ing  liv ing  
costs,, fo r  an extension o f the 
franchise and fo r  making Toronto 
a stronghold of organized labor.


