
Revolt Issue Breaks Through at Poznan Trial
Regime Seeks 
To Conceal Real 
Cause of Events

By Fred Halstead
A revolution cannot be put on tr ia l!  But that is what 

the i Polish government is attempting to do in Poznan 
this week as they prosecute participants in the June 28
general-strike-uprising. ®

r

That historic revolt began 
when a workers’ delegation from

admits to holding in prison at 
least 154 persons arrested as a

the Zispo-Stalin factory in  result of the uprising. Only 47
Poznan returned from an unsuc- 
cesful attempt to negotiate their 
grievances w ith the government 
bureaucrats last June and a 
rumor spread throughout the 
c ity that the delegation had been 
arrested. The firs t reflex of the 
government was to meet the 
demonstrations w ith  force and 
denounce the resulting uprising 
as the work of imperialist 
agents provocateurs.

The Polish bureaucrats have 
been forced to retreat from that 
crude frame-up charge and to 
admit that the workers had good 
reason fo r their demonstrations. 
They are now claiming that the 
fighting  which took p l a c e  
against the police and security 
forces was the work of “ hood­
lums”  who had no connection 
w ith  the workers’ demonstration. 
This is the new die they have 
concocted to save their regime 
from the onus of being so op­
pressive as to have called forth  
a' revolutionary uprising.

In the attempt to denigrate the 
Poznan revolt and deny its 
legitimacy the bureaucrats began 
the tria ls w ith  two groups of 
young men, a total of 12, all but 
one in their teens or early 
twenties. The count against 
them is “ murder,”  “ vandalism,”  
“ theft.”  In all, the government

of these are under indictment. 
Apparently the rest do not f i t  
the plan to Conceal the revolu­
tionary character of the fig h t­
ing.

None of the 12 who went on 
tr ia l Sept. 27 are charged with 
being leaders or instigators of 
the revolt. Three are charged 
w ith helping to k ill a security 
policeman and the other nine 
w ith arming themselves and 
storming the ja il and the 
security police headquarters.

This, according to the prose­
cutors is surely criminal ac­
tiv ity  and unconnected with the 
workers demonstrations. But the 
revolutionary character of the 
events is revealed throughout 
the testimony of even this hand­
picked group. The Sept. 28 New 
York /Times reports “ the flow of 
words describing how the mobs 
shouted anti-government slogans 
such as ‘Free Elections!’. . . 
‘Away w ith the Russians’. . . 
‘Bread ,and living wages!’ ”

One of the defense lawyers, 
Witold Trijanowski, asked the 
court in the tr ia l of the nine to 
call as witnesses the entire 
delegation from the Stalin fac­
tory. The prosecutor objected 
repeating the Government con­
tention that the fighting  had 

(Continued on page 3)

Recent S trike  Shuts S w ift T igh t

Militant mass picket lines last month closed Swift & Co., 
the meat industry’s giant, when 25,000 Packinghouse Workers 
and Amalgamated Meatcutters struck. Settled in Chicago on 
Sept. 29, the new three year contract provides fo r a 25 cents 
wage increase over the next two years.

t h e  MILITANT
PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN  THE INTERESTS OF THE W O RKING  PEOPLE

Vol. X X  - No. 41 2fi 7 N EW  YORK, N. Y„ MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1956 Price 10 Cents

SWP Defends Ballot Rights 
Against Democratic Machine

without embarrassing them by a 
formal endorsement.

“ Labor and its allies generally 
view the Eisenhower - Nixon 
ticket as the rallying center for 
the big trusts. Labor clearly 
fears that the election of the 
GOP ticket spells the supremacy 
o f the sinister figure of Richard 
Nixon. Far more than simply 
a slick political operator, Nixon 
is widely regarded as serving 
the most war - minded, anti­
democratic anti-labor sections of 
Big Business.

“ V irtually the entire labor 
movement, as well as large sec­
tions of the farmers and small 
business men, are swinging be­
hind the Stevenson - Kefauver 
ticket. Despite justifiably deep 
reservations around the issue of 
civil rights, and insufficient sup­
port from labor fo r Negro rep­
resentatives, wide sections of the 
Negro people want to maintain 
a common political fron t with 
the labor movement. They are 
keeping up a steady pressure 
fo r an advance beyond the 
grossly inadequate Democratic 
platform plank on civil rights. . ,

pie against the forces of en 
trenched wealth and reaction. . .

" In  1956 the Communist Party 
is endorsing no presidential 
candidate. However, i t  Cannot 
agree w ith the advice of certain 
figures in the progressive move­
ment to ‘s it i t  out.’ Despite the 
good intentions of some indi­
viduals who support certain 
minor party candidacies, the 
Communist Party does not regard 
these candidates as vehicles fo r 
labor unity or fo r furthering 
peace and civil rights. These 
present candidates oppose the 
necessary steps to build a great 
antPmonopoly Coalition led by 
labor.

“ While the Communist Party 
makes no endorsement of presi­
dential candidates, its members 
whether in trade unions or other 
civic bodies, w ill associate them­
selves with the political efforts 
of their organizations in the 
struggle against Big Business 
and its candidates.”

By A rt Sharon
SWP Campaign Manager

The Socialist Workers Party 
presidential ticket, Farrell Dobbs 
and Myra Tanner Weiss, w ill 
appear on the Wisconsin ballot. 
Last week state officials ac­
cepted our nominating petitions 
as valid.

In Minnesota the SWP com­
pleted gathering of petitions on 
Sept. 21, in the shortest time 
ever fo r the state. They went 
well over their goal after seven 
days of concentrated and en­
thusiastic work.

Mrs. Weiss had a “ very suc­
cessful two days”  at Antioch 
College in Ohio, a student at, 
the school writes us. The Vice- 
Presidential candidate v i s i t e d  
there last week on her current 
national tour. Her election speech 
before the Socialist Discussion 
Club was “ well organized, closely 
reasoned, hard - h itting,”  w ith  
“ beautiful, clear delivery.”  Seri­
ous discussions followed this 
meeting, as well as a lecture 
she gave on dialectical material­
ism.

Steel workers and other friends 
in Youngstown, Ohio, heard Mrs. 
Weiss, Sept. 28, answer the 
notion currently being expounded 
by David J. McDonald, President 
of the Steelworkers Union. Mc­
Donald had stated that since 
everyone has an opportunity to 
buy stock, therefore we have a 
“ people’s capitalism.”  Mrs. Weiss 
showed present-day capitalism is 
characterized not by widespread 
distribution of wealth but by its 
concentration. The growth of 
monopolies is the outstanding 
feature of present-day capital­
ism, she said.

Mrs. Weiss w ill he in New 
York, Oct. 8-12. A fter a press 
conference she w ill speak at an 
open-air meeting at New York 
University on Oct. 10. Friday, 
Oct. 12 is the date fo r her elec­
tion rally at party headquarters, 
116 University Place.

We continue to get. letters in 
response to the Dobbs and Weiss 
TV and Radio broadcasts. As of 
Oct. 3, we have received a total 
of 1137 responses, w ith onlv a 
few hostile letters and a g ra tify ­
ing wave of warm response from 
both whites and Negroes in the 
South. (See page two.)

Campaign tour schedule of 
Farrell Dobbs:

I Oct. 7-10 Chicago-Milwaukee 
I Oct. 12-16 Detroit
' Oct. 18 Youngstown

Oct. 19-20 Cleveland
Campaign tour schedule of 

Myra Tanner Weiss:
Oct. 8-17 New York 
Oct. 13 Newark
Oct. 18 Youngstown
Oct. 19-20 Philadelphia

The Tree Election Process 
A t W o rk  in the United States

An Editorial

The State Dep’t  has invited the So­
viet Union and four of the East European 
countries to send observers this Novem­
ber to “ view at f irs t hand the free elec­
toral process in, this country.”  What 
cynicism !

W ill the State Department take its 
visitors down to Brookhaven, Mississippi 
to “ view f irs t hand” the spot on the court 
house steps where Lamar Smith was shot 
and killed for urging Negroes to vote? 
W ill they take them to Belzoni, Missis­
sippi for a “ f irs t hand”  talk w ith the 
racists who killed Rev. George Lee with 
a shotgun blast last year because he urged 
Negroes to vote?

W ill they provide the visitors w ith the 
following figures? There are 980,000 Ne­
groes living in Mississippi. Of these, 490,- 
000 are citizens and over 21 years ofl age, 
but only 19,000 are allowed to vote, and 
then at the risk o f their lives.

This is the worst example, but the 
pattern is the same throughout the South. 
The 5l/ 2 million Southern Negrhes who, 
according to provisions of the Constitu­
tion. are eligible to vote, have not a single 
elected representative in the Government.

Seven Southern states require the pay­
ment of poll taxes which disenfranchise 
whites as well as Negroes. A ll 48 states 
have residence requirements of from six 
months to two years which disenfranchise 
migratory workers and deprive many 
other workers of their vote whenever 
they have to move.

But a m ajority of even those who can 
vote are deprived of effectively choosing

people who w ill work in their interest. 
One f if th  of the country —  the Deep 
South — is controlled by a one-party 
dictatorship exercised by the Democrats, 
and the rest by a two-party monopoly.

Neither Republican nor Democratic 
party leaders are responsible to a mem­
bership in any way. The real policies of 
each are decided in secret by a few peo­
ple. In so far as these parties draw up 
public statements of policy, the ir candi­
dates are not bound by these statements. 
They are merely vote-getting promises, 
just as the parties are merely1 vote­
getting machines.

The Democrats and Republicans main­
tain their political monopoly by virtue of 
capitalist control of the press, radio and 
television. And for insurance they use 
every trick in the book to eliminate the 
competition o f m inority parties. In v ir­
tually every state the requirements for a 
m inority party to win a place on the ballot 
are excessive. And when a m inority party 
succeeds in meeting these requirements 
every kind of legal dodge is employed to 
disqualify them and consequently to dis­
franchise those independent voters who 
supported their nominating petitions.

A very current example of how this 
setup operates are the moves of the 
Democratic machine to deprive the So­
cialist Workers Party of its place on the 
New York ballot even though over 15,000 
people signed its nominating petitions. 
This scandalous attack on the rights of 
a m inority party gives a real picture of 
the capitalist “ free electoral process”  at 
work.

Proves at N. Y. Hearing 
Deal of Election Official 
With Democrat Chiefs

By George Lavan
ALBANY, N.Y., Oct. 4 —  Round one in the fight 

of the Socialist Workers Party against the conspiracy of 
the Democratic Party machine to throw all minority parties
o ff the New York ballot ended ? ------------------------------------------------
here today. The decision is ex­
pected to be announced early 
next week. But this round — a 
two-day administrative hearing 
— took place, as everyone fa ­
m iliar with the New York poli­
tical. scene was well aware, 
neither on neutral ground nor 
before a neutral judge.

The hearing was held in the of­
fice of Secretary of State Car­
mine DeSapio. His Executive 
Deputy, Barnett J. Nova, presid­
ed as a one-man board. Besides 
being Secretary of State, DeSâ - 
pio is head of the notorious Tam­
many Hall and the whole Demo­
cratic machine in the state. Thus 
with his righ t hand DeSapio was 
staging the hearing on the very 
action that he was carrying on 
with his left.

Though the move to deprive 
the Socialist Workers PartyCafaT 
the Sociriist Labor Party to their 
hard-earned places on the New 
York ballot in the coming elec­
tions was disguised as the chal­
lenge of an individual unconnect­
ed with either Republicans or 
Democrats, evidence produced by 
the Socialist Workers Party at 
the hearing ripped o ff the dis­
guise. Beneath was revealed a 
well-organized campaign involv­
ing the Democratic machine in 
13 counties, the Democratic State 
Committee and a Democratic 
election commissioner.

Dobbs Debates Democrat at 
Calif. Labor School Forum

(See Editorial Page 3)

SWF Rally to Hear 
Harvev C’Connor

CHICAGO — A Socialist 
Workers Party election rally in 
this city next week w ill have 
Farrell Dobbs sharing the plat­
form with Harvey O’Connor.

O’Connor is a noted author, la­
bor editor and contributor to the 
magazine, Monthly Review. He 
is a well-known fighter against 
the witch-hunt, who challenged 
the McCarthy Committee on the 
grounds of the F irs t Amend­
ment. His recent book, The Em­
pire of Oil, has been translated 
into Spanish and Japanese.

The election ra lly w ill take 
place Wed., Oct. 10, 8:45 P.M., 
at the M ilitant Labor Forum 
Hall, 777 W. Adams St. Ad- 
mission is free.

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 28 — 
Farrell Dobbs, Socialist Work­
ers Party candidate fo r Presi­
dent vyas the central speaker at 
an election forum sponsored 
here tonight by the California 
Labor School. The meeting was 
held at the International Long­
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union Hall. The meeting also 
beard George D. Collins, former 
Democratic Assemblyman from 
San Francisco’s 22nd and 24th 
districts. The noted civil liber­
ties lawyer, George Glshausen 
served as moderator.

Representatives of the Com­
munist and Republican .parties 
had originally agreed to share 
the platform with the SWP and 
Democratic party spokesmen. 
Both later found they were “ un­
able”  to be present.

CP BOYCOTT
Oleta O’Connor Yates, County 

Chairman of the Communist. 
Party, announced in a letter to 
the Sept. 25 Peoples World that, 
she would not make her sched­
uled appearance at the meeting. 
Her letter was generally con­
strued as a signal fo r CP mem­
bers to boycott the forum.

Collins, the Democratic spokes­
man, expressed gratification at 
seeing so many young people a t! 
the meeting which included a 
heavy representation from the' 
universities. The discussion per-| 
iod revealed that most of them' 
had come to hear Dobbs and a 
large group clustered about him 
for further discussion after the 

I formal adjournment.
Collins appealed fo r support 

to the Democratic Party, claim- 
i ing that i t  represents the inter- 
! ests of small business men,
I workers and farmers; that i t  has

provided a succession of “ great”  
presidents, from Jefferson to 
Truman; and that i t  has always 
carried out its promises.

In his opening remarks, Dobbs 
warmly commended the Califor­
nia Labor School for organizing 
the meeting. “ I f  ever there was 
a time for the vanguard of the 
labor movement to get together 
and talk over its problems, this 
is it,”  he said. The audience 
concurred with a round of ap­
plause.

Centering his presentation 
around foreign policy, Dobbs ex­
plained that the present ferment 
in radical circles is a reflection 
of great international develop­
ments. Among these develop­
ments he included the rise of 
the world-wide colonial revolu­
tion, its culmination in the Chi­
nese revolution, the sw ift rise 
of the Soviet Union into the 
world’s second ranking indus­
tria l power — a proof of the 
superiority of planned economy 
over capitalist anarchy, and the 
present movement of the East 
European and Soviet workers to 
really unfetter their nationalized 
economy by fighting fo r work­
ers’ democracy.

Explaining how the successes  ̂
of the colonial revolution has 
sparked the struggle fo r Negro j 
equality in this country, Dobbs 
recounted his experience in 
Montgomery, scene of the in­
spiring bus protest movement. 
Describing the tria l of the lead­
ers of the movement, which he 
had covered fo r the M ilitant, 
Dobbs said they took a page 
from the Chinese revolution and 
utilized the tria l fo r a “ speak 
bitterness” session. As the w it­
nesses voiced their grievances

HE HAD FRIENDS
The complaint against the

FARRELL DOBBS, SWP can­
didate fo r President.

against the racists, Dobbs said 
“ you could feel the waves of 
solidarity roll up in the court­
room.”

Discussing the policy of “ peace­
ful co-existence”  as interpreted 
and applied by the Communist 
Party, the SWP spokesman dem­
onstrated that on the basis of 
this policy the CP favored main- 
tainance of the international 
status quo precisely at a time 
when the masses throughout the 
world are rebelling against i t  
to abolish capitalists wars, de­
pression and colonial oppression.

A t home, Tie said, this policy 
leads the CP to support the 
Democratic party which shares 
the view* of the Republicans on 
all basic issues from the cold 
war to' continued prosecution of 
the witch hunt.

Labor’s interests can be serv­
ed, Dobbs declared, not by sup­
porting the Democrats but by 
building an independent labor 
■party based on the unions and 
embracing the Negroes a n d  
working farmers.

During a lively hour-long ques­
tion and discussion period there 
were outbursts of applause as 
Dobbs elaborated the SWP stand 
of unqualified support to the 
colonial revolution, defense of 
the Soviet Union against impe­
ria lis t aggression and opposition 
to the Wall Street war drive.

Asked for his views on the 
question of a regroupment o f the 
American Left, Dobbs said: “ We 
think that one of the healthier 
things today is the kind of dis­
cussion we’re having here to­
night which breaks down the bar­
riers between the different poli­
tical tendencies and establishes 
the free communication of ideas 
among us. <

SWP and SLP nominating peti­
tions wins brought by a Frank J 
Tarallo of Coxsackie, N.Y. who 
is registered as an independent 
Voter. He has told the press that 
he was acting on his own in his 
move against the m inority par­
ties. To reporters’ questions 
about the great amount of work 
involved in challenging some 
l.COCI SWP signatures on peti­
tions in 13 counties, he replied: 
“ I had a couple of friends help­
ing me.”  He gives as his sole 
motive a strong belief “ in the 
two-party system.”

In unmasking Tarallo and his 
“ independent”  challenge, 1 h e 
SWP ¡has revealed: 1) though at 
present listed as an independent 
voter, he is a former Democratic 
Party county committeeman, of 
his county; 2) in Greene County, 
whore he besides, the work of 
challenging the signatures was 
done by the Chairman of the 
Democratic C-ounty Committee 
and a leading Democratic com- 
mitteewoman.

In Dutchess County, Joseph 
Glass, the attorney for the SWP, 
told the hearing the preparation

JOYCE COWLEY, SWP can­
didate for U.S. Senator, N.Y.

of the challenge involved local 
Democratic leaders, the counsel 
fo r the State Democratic Com-- 
mittee and an; official of the 
Election Board.

This Election Commissioner, 
though a Democrat, is supposed 
to be impartial in his official 
duties. He was called upon by a 
local Democratic leader to draw 
up specifications against the 
SWP signatures. He did so even 
before the SWP had been noti­
fied that i t  was .being challenged. 
He gave the results of this work 
to the counsel fo r the Demo­
cratic State Committee.

These allegations then were 
filed in a few days w ith Sec­
retary of State DeSapio as Taral- 
lo’s grounds fo r objection to the 
SWP petitions in Dutchess Coun­
ty, The Secretary of State there­
upon solemnly and o ffic ia lly sent 
the allegations to the Dutchess 
County Election Board for an 
official, opinion. The same Demo­
cratic Election Commissioner now 
offic ia lly certified the allegations 
which he had himself drawn up a 
few days before. He, naturally, 
found his work good. In not one 
instance did the Election Com­
missioner acting in his official 
capacity disagree w ith  himself 
in his earlier capacity.

The SWP revelation obviously 
shook the board’s composure. So 
did other revelations of conniv­
ance or worse made by the S.LP 
attorney Jacob Goldsmith. He 
described how a spot check of 
signatures certified by the Cayu­
ga County Election Board as in­
valid because of non-registration 
were, in case after case found to 
be registered.

FRAUD CHARGED
Numerous motions to dismiss 

the challenge were made by the 
attorneys of both parties. In ev­
ery instance they wore denied. 
Grounds fo r the motions in­
cluded: 1) the allegations and 
their certification were perme­
ated by fraud; 2) the refusal of 
the. accuser (Tarallo) to appear 
at the hearing where he could be 
confronted and cross-examined; 
3) specifications by the chal­
lenger had been filed against the 
SWP on the ninth day after the 
objection whereas the Election 
law states unequivocally that 
they must be filed w ithin six 
days, and i f  not. the objection is 
to be dismissed; 4) whereas the 
law states that specifications

(Continued on page 4)

CP Election Policy — 
Some Key Quotations

For the information of our readers we are publishing 
the key sections of the statement of election policy issued 
by the National Committee o f the Communist Party
Oct. 1. Stripped of its doubled . ~  ~ ~  ...
talk the statement boils down “ We stand in this election with
to support o f the Dem ocrats labor, farmers and Negro peo-
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Voices from the South—More Inspiring Letters
Hundreds of Southern Negro and White Workers Hail Dobbs-Weiss TV and Radio Talks

(Following are some typical letters of the hundreds received 
from the South in response to. the TV and radio talks by Farrell 
Dobbs and Myra Tanner Weiss, Socialist Workers Party candidates 
for U.S. President and Vice President. These letters are among 
the more than 1,000 which the SWP nominees have received at this 
writing from aill parts of the country.)

own, it is my duty to make an 
effort to find out the truth, and 
avoid forming, a misconception of 
this new civilization, Socialism, 
as a result of improper training, 
such as is plaguing America to­
day.

I. V., 
Tampa

ALABAMA
I  would like fo r you to send 

me at least five copies of each! 
speech. I  would like to pass them 
to some friends. And I  w ill 
surely vote fo r the greatest 
party of all, the Socialist Work­
ers Party, and also my friends.

Mrs. H. W.
Montgomery

I  am a 31 year old Negro liv ­
ing in the South as you can see 
by the post mark on this letter 
tout I  consider myself too fa r­
sighted to be misled' by the sham 
platforms the other two major 
parties have adopted.

(From Mr. Dobbs’ speech your 
party offers the only solution to 
the present crisis in  this coun­
try . I  am tru ly  hoping that we 
can have a meeting of the minds 
a fte r I  have studied your l i t ­
erature more thoroughly.

J. L.
Mobile

1 would like fo r you to send 
one some of your literature. As 
our paper here doesn’t  p rin t any­
thing about thé Socialist Work 
ers Party.

J. W.
Toney

Thank you very much and the 
best of luck in the forthcoming 
political campaign. I  don’t  see 
how you can lose i f  all citizens 
knew of your activities.

W. D. S.
Fort Myers

Please send me several copies 
of the speech of the Socialist 
Workers Party which has been 
heard oyer TV in the South on 
colored people.

H. E.
Ocoee

MISSISSIPPI
I  am very interested in the 

speech. Please send to the above 
address.

H. R.,
Greenwood

The A w aken ing  G ian t

KENTUCKY

Wants Justice for All 
Regardless of Race

Heard the plea to the Amer­
ican union workers by the So­
cialist Party and indeed I was 
v e r y  interested and my 
thoughts and opinions run 
along the same line. I  am 
very much interested in a 
Third Party. Too many poli­
ticians go back on their 
promises to the union work­
ers. I  am for justice for all, 
regardless of race, creed, or 
color, freedom of speech, free­
dom from want and freedom 
from fear. I  love this coun­
try, the United States of 
America and all its citizens 
and would like to see us 
prosper instead of being 
destroyed. Hoping for the 
opening of the workers eyes 
to this aim,

M. J. G. Reserve, La.

FLORIDA
Tell me how to write in my 

vote. Send me as many copies 
as you wish. I ’l l give them to 
some of my friends, so they can 
get in the public hands.

B. D.
Jacksonville

A fte r the disgraceful demon 
strati on in Chicago and San 
Francisco last month, i t  would be 
a gra tify ing experience to see the 
two war parties of the Demo­
crats and Republicans crumble 
into hell under the fire  of a so 
cialist victory in November. I  
would like as much information 
as possible about the Socialist 
Workers Party — membership, 
functions, meeting places, a tti­
tude towards the Soviet Union 
and the rest of the Communist 
World, and anything else that 
w ill help me understand the Par­
ty  better.

A t  the present time my only 
sources of information concern­
ing the intentions and policies of 
(Socialism and Communism are 
the American press, radio and 
television, newspapers and mag­
azines, books, and all other means 
of thought control—all under the 
auspices of Wall Street. I  be­
lieve that having a mind o f my

Mrs. Weiss, I ’m sure you w ill 
agree with me, I  actually think 
i t ’s essential to a better educa­
tion, if. all the schools in the 
United States would teach The 
Holy Bible and Negro History. 
Then they would understand us 
and appreciate us better. The Ne- 
gro as an individual is jus t like 
classical music. I f  you can’t  un­
derstand i t  you' can’t  appreciate 
it. Some people have too much 
hate to even try  to understand.

W. W.
Paducah

TENNESSEE

Myra Tanner Weiss
Tour Information 

♦
NEW YORK CITY

Hear SWP Vice-Presidential 
Candidate Speak on: 

“Why American Workers 
Need a Labor Party” 

Friday, Oct. 12, 8:00 P.M. 
116 University Place

♦
PHILADELPH IA

“The Next Great Step:
A Labor Party of the Negro 

and White Workers.” 
Sat., Oct. 20 — 8:30 P.M.

1303 W. Girard Ave. 
(Pensylvania Ballot Name: 
Militant Workers Party.)

♦
NEWARK

“The American People Must 
Build a Labor Party” 

Sat., Oct. 13 — 8:30 P.M. 
52 Market St. — 2nd FI.

I  have always been a Demo­
crat, but I  feel that they and the 
'Republicans no longer serve the 
poor people and working nvan. 
We are going to have to turn to 
some other party. I  wish you 
would send me some pamphlets 
to give to my friends and one of 
his pictures that I could put up 
in  a window. I w ill do all I  can 
fo r him.

R. C.
Rockwood

Since I am a member of the 
International Union of Mine, 
Mlill and Smelter Workers, I 
would appreciate i t  i f  you would 
send me some information and 
reading material on the party.

J. R.
Lyles

I  heard your views expressed 
on television concerning civil 
rights. To a point I  agree with 
you. To a certain extent the Ne­
gro people dre being exploited 
in the South. I would like you 
to send me the address on civil 
rights.

Student
Freed-Hardeman College
Henderson

TEXAS
I ’ve been wondering when 

some one with guts would have 
something sensible to say or with 
an idea that would be helpful.

Considering the seriousness of 
world conditions, i t  seems fa ir ­
ness would be practiced at home.

Mrs. L. L.
'Dallas

Please send me some informa­
tion about your efforts to organ­
ize a th ird  party in the U. S.

I  heard Mrs. Tanner Weiss 
speak on TV on the problem of 
segregation and found her speech 
interesting. I  am against seg­
regation myself, though being in 
the service I  can not take much 
part in politics.

J. T.
E] Paso

I  have never been interested 
in politics heretofore but after 
having heard your address on

The response to the TV and radio talks 
of Farrell Dobbs and Myra Tanner Weiss, 
Socialist Workers Party candidates fo r 
President and Vice-President, has been 
little  short of phenomenal. To date, more 
than 1,1(>0 letters and cards have been 
received from Negro and white workers, 
students, professional people and working 
farmers from virtua lly every state in the 
country.

Those who have written in have been 
aware o f the radical program advanced 
by Dobbs and Weiss. The SWP candidates 
dof not conceal their views or soften them. 
Everyone who hears them knows clearly 
that they oppose the capitalist system 
and figh t for socialism; that they advo­
cate a class party of the working people 
and a workers’ and farmers’ government, 
that they stand fo r fu ll economic, politi­
cal and social equality fo r the Negro peo­
ple and all other minorities.

But the most gra tify ing and hearten­
ing aspect of this great outpouring of 
friendly replies to the SWP is the hun­
dreds of letters that have come from the 
South. This page is devoted to a sampling 
of these inspiring Southern letters. They 
reflect the heroic and historic upsurge 
now underway among the Negro people 
of the South and the anti-segrega;ion 
views of many, many white workers and 
students whose sentiments have hitherto 
been drowned out by the raucous lynch 
cries of the segregationists.

This ready support for the SWP candi­
dates has been gained by the ir uncom­
promising. clear stand on the issue of en­
forcement of integration in the South. 
They have indulged in no mealy-mouthed 
talk, such as we have heard from Steven­
son and Eisenhower, about “ moderation”  
in the immediate enforcement of the hu-

or ideas on lrow we m ight unite 
fo r our common welfare.

We cannot expect any help 
from anyone but ourselves in any 
movement fo r our common good.

J. T.
Jacksonville

1

ARKANSAS
I  am w riting  you this letter 

because I  was listening to your 
broadcast Tuesday night and en­
joyed i t  very much. I  heard you 
make mention of a book or pam­
phlet you have to give to anyone 
that was interested in. one of 
them. Just send you the name 
and the address and you would 
send them one of them free. W ill 
you please send me one of them 
to the address given above. I 
would appreciate i t  so much.

I. W.
Pine B lu ff

OKLAHOMA

man and constitutional rights o f the Ne 
gro people.

Dobbs and Weiss have called unequi­
vocally for use of the fu ll power of gov­
ernment to ensure the civil rights o f the 
Negro people now. They have called on 
the entire liberal and labor movements 
to crusade w ith all their power in the 
defense of the Negro people and to com­
pel decisive action from the responsible 
government agencies.

During the past year, we have witness­
ed events in the South that are tru ly  mo­
mentous. The mass ‘bus boycott by scores 
of thousands of Negroes in Montgomery, 
Ala., and Tallahasee, Fla., have opened a 
new era in the battle for emancipation 
not only of the Negro people in the South 
but for the white \yorkers. The couple .of 
hundred farmers who, on Lexington Green 
in 1775, opened the struggle fo r Amer­
ican independence were not aware tha t 
they were fir ing  “ the shot heard round 
the world.”  So the pioneer fighters for 
freedom in the South today may not be 
aware that they, too, have fired a shot 
heard round the world. But they have.

As the letters on this page show, the 
silent people are beginning to speak. Not 
just the businessmen and the preachers 
and the college presidents and the planta­
tion owners and the Ku K lux politicians, 
whose views are spilled every day in the 
big business papers and magazines. But 
the working people and poor farmers, the 
oppressed, the impoverished.

We are proud to win the ir support. We 
are inspired to carry on the struggle for 
fu ll equality by the ir response. Through 
all the months and years ahead, we can 
assure them that the Socialist Workers 
Party w ill remain their unflinching cham­
pion and the M ilitant’s columns w ill ever 
be open to their views.

Farrell Dobbs 
Tour Information

CHICAGO
Hear

Farrell Dobbs 
and Harvey O’Connor 

Noted Author 
Wed., Oct. 10 — 8:15 P.M. 
Militant Labor Forum Hall 

777 W. Adams St.

♦
DETROIT

“Labor in the 1956 Elections” 
Sun., Oct. 14 — 3:00 P.M. 

Eugene V. Debs Hall 
3737 Woodward Ave.

TV, I  would like very much to 
know more about the three par­
ties. Please advise me how to 
secure material from the Repub­
lican and Democratic parties 
also.

Rev. B. F. G.
Waco

I  have developed an intense in­
terest in your political platform.

I  feel sure that you can count 
on my vote but I  would like to 
learn more.

L. G.
New Boston

This evening I  heard Mr. Dobbs 
over R.PRC in Houston. I was 
quite impressed w ith  his talk. 
His point of view is seldom heard 
in  this part of the country.

J. E.
Houston

GEORGIA

who are interested in your party 
and your beliefs on the white 
man holding the Negroes down.

S. N.
Albany

I  would like to have about 150 
copies of your program. Please 
rash me as many as you can to 
give my friends and the people 
who believe in Freedom.

J. S.
Newman

Please send me your pam­
phlets on election platforms, and 
on socialism. Also the informa­
tion paper, the M ilitant. Am in­
terested in your movement. W ill 
Farrell Dobbs and Myra Tanner’s 
names appear on the Nov. bal­
lots?

G. E. H.
Atlanta

LOUISIANA
A fte r listening to the wonder­

fu l speech of your most capable 
Vice-Presidential nominee, I  be­
came interested in your party, 11 
would appreciate your sending 
me a dopy of the speech and any 
more literature you may have 
that would assist me in learning 
more about the york of your 
most splendid organization.

J. L. C. 
Atlanta

I  firm ly  believe in socialism 
and I hate capitalism bitterly.

N. A. B., 
Decatur

Would appreciate you sending 
me enough of your speeches and 
literature fo r a host of friends

I  am sick of both the Repub­
lican and the Democratic parties, 
and would welcome a new party 
that would really put some life 
and safety and economy into this 
decadent nation of ours.

M. C.
Baton Rouge

From SWP Platforms

“ Nationalize the banks, basic 
industries and a ll natural re­
sources, including nuclear power. 
Operate all these facilities in the 
interests of the producers and 
consumers.”

For a copy of the SWP plat­
form  write to 116 University 
Place, New York 3, N.Y.

MISSOURI
A fte r listening to the broad­

cast from New York Sept. 11, 
I  am very much interested in the 
new Socialist Workers Party 
movement.

Rev. W. H. H.
Poriageville.

(Mail me a copy of your ac­
ceptance speech. I th ink i t  was 
great.

k H. F.
Joplin

I t  sounds like you got the right 
answers, w ith which I  agree — 
hut how? Can we get anything 
done about it?

I was a disabled soldier on 
relief in 1032, joined the new 
Farmer-Labor Party in Iowa, and 
lost my dole. I  got m ilitan t about 
i t  and got jailed on a frame-up. 
Came to Missouri and joined the 
New Progressive party in ’48, 
got labled “ radical”  and the VA 
denied me any of my justly due 
veteran’s rights.

I  most always vote fo r a so­
cialist, a C.P., a Farmer-Labor 
or a Progressive—but i t  all seems 
¡Wasted effort. What I  disagree 
w ith  in all of our “ splinter”  or 
protest parties is their stubborn- 
ess in not getting together in a 
coalition or Le ft Front party. I f  
all four or five “ splinter”  le ft 
wing parties were to show a unit­
ed fron t maybe we could woo the 
AFL-OLO to support a solid la- 
borite party.

I  Would be pleased to hear 
from you and any of your read­
ers, who m ight have any plan

Enclosed find  $1.00. Put me 
on your mailing list. We need a 
¡big change here. Or we w ill be 
like China and Russia used to 
be. They are awakening over 
there. I worked fo r 20 years fo r 
a corporation. They got richer 
and 1 got older. Then in  ’42 wen; 
back to the farm  but i t  is just 
nip and tuck to make a living on 
the farm. Good luck to you. We 
don’t  have a labor ticket in Okla­
homa. This $1 may help a little .

L. J.
Carrier

NORTH CAROLINA
I  was very much inspired by 

an election speech one of your 
candidates gave on Sept. 15. I t  
was on the p light of Negroes and 
other m inority groups. So I  would 
like ve iy much to receive a copy 
of that speech.

S/Sgt.
Wilmington

W ill you please send me a copy 
of your speech which I heard on 
TV and enjoyed very much.

C. W.
T ry on

A fte r listening to that master­
fu l address this evening of Mrs. 
Weiss, the aspirant fo r Vice- 
Presidency of your party, we are 
now; asking o f you to forward us 
some of your political campaign 
material, that your party may be 
studied fo r the benefit of us 
who heard her address this eve­
ning.

Rev. L. W. W.
Hamlet

SOUTH CAROLINA
I was deeply impressed by V. 

P. candidate’s speech. Please 
send me a copy of that sneech. 
I  want to show i t  to some friends 
of mine. I ’d like also to have pic­
tures of the candidates.

B. R.
Sumter

Dear Mrs. Weiss:
1 wish to answer your speech 

personally in an American way 
of looking at the situation in the 
South. Please send a copy at 
once.

E. H. J.
Conway

VIRGINIA
On Sept. 15, Mr. Farrell Dobbs 

made an address over the tele­
vision and I  did not get the ad­
dress to w rite  until tonight. I f  
possible I  would like Mr. Dobbs 
to send me 50 copies of that 
speech. Send to:

Miss A. P.
Arlington

WASHINGTON, D.G.
I t  was the most wonderful 

speech I ’ve ever heard. I do hope 
there’l l  be more speeches' of the 
same in the near future.

i .  P.

WEST VIRGINIA
Heard your ta lk on TV. Some 

of your statements make sense. 
Especially concerning foreign 
wars. •

M. N.
Williamson

DELAWARE
In the past our vote was either 

one party or the other (Repub­
lican or Democrat). I ’m con­
vinced now that both parties 
represent the capitalists. There­
fore, I ’m certain that now the 
time is ripe fo r a change in 
Washington.

Please send me necessary l i t ­
erature concerning the Socialist 
Workers Party so that we may 
convince some one else.

J. H. F.
New Castle

School in South Wants SWP Speaker
I am currently a senior a t E------College and am taking

a course in the History of American Political Parties. This 
class is now engaged in a thorough study of the positions 
on various issues of importance taken by the several parties 
of this republic. In addition, I have, personally, fo r some time, 
been interested in the Socialist Workers Party.

My fellow students and I  would be most appreciative 
i f  you could send to us Copies of your platform and any 
additional literature which you have available.

We are also planning a mock election fo r the presidency 
and the Vice-Presidency of the Unitd States and we would 
deeply appreciate any placards, poster handbills, campaign 
buttons, or any other campaign material which you could 
furnish. We are especialy in need of large posters and 
placards and we can assure you that they w ill be given 
prominent display. I f  you could supply us w ith  this material, 
which we need as soon as possible, we would be most grateful 
to your party.

My class would also be most desirous of having a member 
of the Socialist Workers Party address our class. Is there
anyone in the neighborhood of E----- - College who could do
this?

May I  wish you the largest degree of good luck in your 
Coming political efforts.

Yours, Truly,
J. M.
North Carolina

pressed are d ifficu lt to envision, 
indoctrinated as one is by a life ­
time of contemporary political 
dogma. We would appreciate 
therefore your sending us a copy 
of your platform, your news­
paper the M ilitant, and any oth­
er pertinent information or l i t ­
erature that m ight aid us in the 
comprehension of your aims and 
views. I  m ight add, should you 
be interested, that your beliefs 
appear to be shared by all per­
sons at one time or other but the 
vast majority, myself included, 
find  i t  fa r easier to accept rath­

er than dissent. Apathy w ill 
therefore be your greatest ob­
stacle.

B. F „ 
Baltimore

A Three-Month Subscription 
To THE M IL ITA N T 

Only 50 Cents 
116 University PU N. Y. 8, N . Y .

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SWP 
AND SIP -  QUERY AND REPLY

This week on television I  lis t­
ened to your candidate make his 
bid fo r my vote. During this 
week also, I  listened to the 
candidate fo r the Socialist Labor 
Party make his hid. . . I f  there 
is a difference, I ’m interested in 
knowing where the difference 
lies.

F. G.
Penn Argyl, Pa.

Dear F. G.,
Both the Socialist Workers 

Party and the Socialist Labor 
Party advocate socialism and [ 
make general .propaganda fo r it. | 
The difference between the SWP| 
and the SLP is over the very 
important question of how to 
achieve socialism. We of the 
SWP not only ta lk about So­
cialism, we are also active par­
ticipants in the daily struggle 
between the working people and 
the capitalists. The SLP stands 
aside front this conflict.

I  can best illustrate this by 
taking the SWP and SLP attitude 
towards the American union 
movement. The SWP played an 
active role in the great upsurge 
of labor in the 1930’s and helped 
to build the CIO. Since then, too, 
SWP members have been in the 
thick of union battles fo r wages 
and conditions. At. the same time 
they fig h t w ithin the unions 
against bureaucratic rule and fo r 
union democracy. The SWP ad­
vances such burning demands as 
the 30-hour week at 40 hours 
pay to combat unemployment. 
And i t  urges the building of a 
labor party based on the unions 
as the f irs t  step to working class 
political independence. For w ith­
out such independence, socialism 
cannot be realized.

The SLP, on the other hand, 
gives no support whatever to the 
unions. I t  confines itse lf toi 
propaganda about future ideal 
“ socialist industrial unions,”  but 
SLP members cannot even take 
the f irs t  step toward realiizn^ 
the ideal. The SLP does not allcv# 
them to jo in  an actual union* 
unless forced to do so in  order 
to hold a job.

SLP AND C IV IL  RIGHTS
Another example: The SLP i$i 

against Jim Crow. But i t  does 
not participate in  the actual' 
figh t against the evil, on the 
plea that to do so would be 
mere “ reformism.”

Again, although the SLP is 
opposed to imperialism in theory* 
the stand carries no practical 
significance, since the party does 
not support the struggles fo r 
national independence in the 
Colonies, as fo r instance those 
waged in Algeria, Cyprus and 
Egypt. I t  also refuses to sup­
port the Soviet Union (product 
of the firs t successful working- 
class revolution) against im­
perialist aggression. Thereby, 
the SLP is u tterly incapable of 
aiding the Soviet workers in  
their struggle against the Kremr 
lin  bureaucracy.

The SLP denounces the SWP’s 
participation in struggles the 
working people wage today to 
better their conditions. But i t  is 
only through sharing experiences 
in that kind of struggle, that 
socialist - minded workers Can 
convince the working class as a 
whole that i t  must reorganize 
society along socialist lines.

A rt Sharon
SWP Campaign Manager

MARYLAND
We viewed the acceptance 

speeches of your candidate's with 
much interest. The truisms ex­

Support

A Working Class P arty !
The Socialist Workers Party has po slush fund such as the 
capitalist parties get from the Morgan, Rockefeller and Du­
pont billions. Our support comes solely from the nickels, dimes 
and dollars of the workers in our party and those who sup­
port our aims.

We ask you to help in this campaign — fo r Dobbs and Weiss 
— for peace — for equality fo r all races — for a Workers 
and Farmers Government — fo r a socialist world!

1 I I  enclose $.......... to help in the Dobbs-Weiss Campaign.

Q] I  would like to participate in campaign activities.

□  I  would like. . . . copies of the SWP’s 1956 Election
Platform.

□  I  would like more information about the Socialist Work­
ers Party.

I 1 I  would like to join the Socialist Workers Party.

Name ...................................................................................

Street ...................................................................................

City ..............................................state .............................

(Tear o ff and send to SWP National Headquarters, 116 
University Place, New York 3, N. Y.)

■ ■ ■ :  • • • ......................  .................. .... -

The Silent People Speak
4 An Editorial ~
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The CP’s Election Statement
The election policy statement issued by 

last week’s Conference of Communist 
Party leaders piously declares that “ In 
1956 the Communist Party is endorsing 
no Presidential candidate.”  This is a 
patent fraud as the statement itself 
plainly shows.

The resolution is opposed to supporting 
the Republicans. I t  is opposed to support­
ing a socialist ticket. I t  is opposed to 
abstaining in the election. A simple 
process of elimination thus brings the 
choice down to supporting the Stevenson- 
Kefauver ticket.

To ju s tify  support to this capitalist 
party, the statement falsifies the political 
history o f American labor, whitewashes 
the treacherous role of the union bureau­
cracy, ignores the real program of the 
Democratic party, and attacks those on 
the le ft who stand on the principle of 
independent working class political ac­
tion.

The Conference statement asserts that 
the “ labor movement”  (read top union 
officialdom) is becoming “ less and less of 
a ta il to either major party ; on occasion 
leading voices are heard even projecting 
a future farmer-labor party. While giving 
electoral support on the basis o f issues 
mainly to the Democratic candidates, i t  
has begun to display a critical attitude to­
wards the Dixiecrats and other: reac­
tionaries in the Democratic Party.”

The paragraph is loaded w ith  false­
hoods. The CP leaders try  to portray the 
labor movement as i f  i t  were born just 
yesterday and as i f  i t  didn’t  have a his­
tory on the labor party and all other ques­
tions.

The expression of sentiment for a labor 
party in the “ future” by “ leading voices”  
in the unions has not just begun in the 
American labor movement. When the CIO 
was founded, there was mass discontent 
w ith  the tw in capitalist parties. The 1936 
convention o f the United Auto Workers 
offic ia lly declared fo r formation of a labor 
party. Other unions did the same. Rank 
and file  sentiment for independent poli­
tical action was so strong that everybody 
and his brother in the leadership was fo r 
“ projecting a future farmer-labor party.”

‘In the intervening years, the top labor 
officialdom — aided by the CP leaders — 
have prevented a labor party from coming 
into being. They have chained the work­
ers to the Democratic Party.

The CP statement tells us that “ there is 
beginning to emerge in American life the 
tentative outline of a political alliance of 
labor, the farmers, the Negro people and 
small business. . .”

More distortions. The fact is that such 
an* alliance is not jus t “ beginning to 
emerge.”  I t  has existed since 1936. I t  
was this alliance which Ireturned the 
Democratic Party to office from then 
until 1952. What the alliance of working 
people got was World War II, the cold 
war, the Korean “ police action,”  the 
witch hunt, and Taft-Hartley. To keep this

New Frame-Up Evidence in 'Tokyo '  Case

alliance hogtied to the Democratic Party, 
the labor bureaucracy, from time to time, 
would tell the ranks: This is not for al­
ways. We need a labor party and w ill 
have one in the future. But now is not 
the time.

The CP leaders’ statement paints up 
as awakened rebels those bureaucrats who 
demagogically utilize the promise of a 
future labor party but never give a lead 
to its creation. One m ight th ink from  all 
th is that the CP leaders themselves th ink 
such a party would be a good thing. But 
that isn’t  the case, at all. Their recently 
published dra ft resolution on general 
party policy says “ I t  is wrong to assert 
that the ONLY posible form of political 
realignment is a farmer-labor party.”  What 
then is the alternative? Evidently to 
remain in the Democratic Party under the 
pretext that i t  can be reformed into a 
“ people’s party:”

The CP election statement says that 
the labor leaders are now “ less o f a ta il”  
to the capitalist party and that they sup­
port the Democrats on “ the basis of 
issues.”  Who do they have in  mind?
Walter Reuther ? To be sure Reuther told 
the Democrats before their convention that 
they had to chose between him and East- 
land. Reuther even told them they had to 
adopt, a real civil rights plank to get his 
vote. What happened? The Democratic 
convention was held. The pro-Dixiecrat 
plank- was adopted. And the “ independent”
Reuther jumped into thè Democratic bed 
— with Eastland.

The CP election statement’s fire  is not 
aimed at this shabby performance Instead 
the CP leaders attack those “ individuals 
who are supporting certain minor party 
candidacies.”  This refers to people like 
Vincent Hallinan and C lifford McAvoy 
who are supporting the Presidential 
ticket of the Socialist Workers Party.
“ The Communist Party does not regard 
these candidates as vehicles fo r labor 
unity or fo r furthering peace and civil 
rights,”  declares the Conference state­
ment. fo r “ these present candidates op­
pose the necessary steps to build a great 
anti-monopoly coalition led by labor.”

Translated into straightforward Eng­
lish, this means: We are against the SWP 
and anyone else who strives to educate and son?e g™d Amf r!ca? dance mus;c 
organize the workers to break with the 
twin-parties of monopoly. The way to lick 
the monopolists is to jo in one of the ir 
parties and be prepared to stay there.

The election policy adopted by the Com­
munist Party conference — shamefaced 
support of the Democrats — is a betrayal 
of the socialist principles to -which the 
CP membership adheres. I t  should be 
repudiated by every member of the Com­
munist Party who wants to he something 
better than a flunkey for the party of 
Eastland, Walter and De Sàpio. The most 
effective way to make that repudiation 
fe lt is to jo in with Hallinan and McAvoy 
in their principled support to the Socialist 
Workers ticket.

By Della Rossa
A tria l is now being prepared 

in Sa<n iFrancisco to deprive a 
woman born in this country of j 
her American citizenship. The 
charges w ill be the same ¡as those 
for which she already has serv­
ed a prison term — namely, al­
leged acts o f treason as the radio 
voice “ Tokyo Rose.”  I t  has been 
proven that there was no Tokyo 
Rose — that “ Tokyo Rose”  was 
only a war-time legend. The on­
ly 'broadcasts the accused woman 
did make not only contained no 
propaganda h ilt were directed by- 
three Allied officers, prisoners 
of war, who were her superiors. 
One was an American captain 
whose loyalty has never been 
questioned!

Even i f  the charges against 
Iva Toguri were true, depriving 
her of citizenship and deporting 
her would be a frightening legai 
precedent. “ Unlike any court ac­
tion ever taken anywhere in the 
world,”  is the way eight San 
Francisco attorneys put i t  in an 
open letter protesting' the tria l. 
Among these attorneys is V in­
cent Hallinan, former Presiden­
tia l candidate of the Progressive 
Party.

NEW WITCH HUNT THREAT
I f  this precedent is established 

in the Iva Toguri. case, the A t­
torney General w ill have a fr ig h t­
fu l new weapon in the witch hunt 
against political minorities. Thus 
the campaign of deportation-for- 
ideas of long-time residents of 
the U jS. who neglected to take 
out naturalization papers, and 
even of those who have been na­
turalized, could be extended to 
native-born Americans.

But the charges against Iva 
Toguri are mot true. That she is 
a Victim of a frame-up is elo­
quently demonstrated in a pam­
phlet Written by William A. 
Reubejt o f San Francisco, an 
author who helped expose the 
Rdsetnberg ,frame-up. Reuben is 
associated w ith  the attorneys 
cited above in 'protesting the de­
portation tria l.

The facts presented in the firs t 
'Iva Toguri tr ia l show that the 
accusations were false. There is 
no new evidence. The second tria l 
now scheduled is simply a sec 
ond fi-ame-up and the suspicion 
grows that its primary purpose 
is to establish the precedent as 
to citizenship.

The legend of Tokyo Rose was 
one of the most persistent to 
come out of World War II. GI’s 
and sailors in the South Pacific 
tuned in Radio Tokyo to hear.

C oncentra tion  Camp, U.S. S tyle

This is a panoramic view of Federal Prison Camp No. 38, near Tulelake, Calif. During 
World War II, it was one of the “relocation centers" into which 100,000 Japanese-Americarts, 
were herded without trial. The parents of .Iva Toguri IVAquino (the alleged “Tokyo Rose”) 
were of that number. The camp has now been readied to house “subversives” under provision 
of the McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950. The Socialist Workers Party spoke out against 
the uprooting and imprisonment of the Japanese-Americans. Myra Tanner Weiss made this 
a campaign issue when she ran for Los Ahgeles Mayor in ’45. Then the CB backed ‘evacuation’

. . .  Poznan Trial Issues
(Continued from page 1) 

nothing to do with the workers. 
According to the Oct. 3 N. Y. 
Times Trijanowski r e p l i e d :  
“Everyone knows it is a fiction 
when one says workers had 
nothing to do with the riots. 
The defendants sitting here did 
not fall from heaven reaching 
for rifles. Everyone knows that 
the populace of Poznan came 
out into the streets on that day. 
You cannot simply cut off the 
Workers’ demonstration from the 
rioters’ action. We cannot admit 
the prosecutor’s point that in one 
part of town there were only 
decent strikers and in another 
only criminals.”

WHAT HAPPENED IN  JUNE?
“In front of the security 

police building,” the defense con. 
tinued, “you had the sons, and 
on Freedom square (where the 
workers demonstrated) you had 
the fathers. The only difference 
between the two was that the 
sons, being younger, reacted 
more violently than the fathers 
in the general atmosphere. That 
is why we want to hear what 
the delegation has to say.”

The prosecutors deny that the 
workers’ delegation had been 
arrested last June. Hence, their 
reasoning goes, there was no 
cause for a workers’ rising. 
Therefore, there was no rising. 
There were only “hoodlums” 
engaged in acts of violence, 
while the workers conducted an 
orderly strike. But why then, 
refuse to allow the delegation to 
testify ?

Anyway, whether the delegâ  
tion was arrested or not, the 
workers believed that it had been 
arrested. Why did they accept 
the rumor as true? Evidently,

their own experience w ith the 
oppressive methods of the bur­
eaucracy gave them ample 
reason.

The tria ls themselves are fu ll 
of testimony about t h e s e  
methods. The state prosecutor 
conceded, according to the Sept. 
28 N. Y. Times that the police 
had used “ active violence’” 
against those held in ja il in 
order to obtain “ confessions,”  
which the defendants repudiated 
in court. Ko said that four 
policemen were being held fo r 
tr ia l and four others, including 
the Poznan Commander were 
removed because of this brutality.

The Stalinist prosecutor has­
tened to add that this only hap­
pened • at the beginning of the 
“ investigation,”  things h a v e  
changed since then. But i t  is the 
in itia l bureaucratic reaction that 
is most revealing. The Stalinist 
cops’ f irs t  reflex was “ beat, 
beat, beat.”  I t  is in line w ith 
the f irs t reflex of the bureau 
cratic rulers to refuse to nego­
tiate w ith the workers’ delega­
tion, to meet the demonstration 
w ith  police bullets, and to 
slander the resulting uprising. 
The cops were just doing their 
job as they always had, getting 
the “ confessions”  fo r the frame 
up.

The father o f one o f the 22 
year old defendents, himself a 
former secret police agent said, 
according to Sydney Gruson in 
the September 30 New York 
Times: “ I know how they treat 
people. When I  heard that my 
son was in trouble, I  told him 
to admit everything.”  Earlier

a woman's 
voice talking of home and mak­
ing casual comments on the war.

A t  the end of the war, Iva 
Toguri D’Aquino, an American 
whose parents were Japanese, 
was accused of being “ Tokyo 
Rose.”  She was returned to the 
UJS. in 1949 to be tried and con­
victed of “ treason”  and to be im 
prisoned fo r five years.

fluenced by Radio Free Europe 
broadcasts. The police had told 
him to say that, he said.

What is new in the Polish 
situation is that the old methods 
of Stalinist repression didn’t 
work, and had to be withdrawn. 
The admissions by the prose­
cutor, the dismissals of top po­
lice officials, the way observers 
and defendants are speaking out, 
the attitude of the judges in 
“leaning over backward to ap1 
pear fair” — these are symptoms 
of the power of the mass move­
ment and of the fear the bureau­
crats have of it.

The rigid military precautions 
which have turned Poznan into 
an armed camp while the trials 
are being held, on the one hand, 
and the considerable concessions 
which the Stalinist rulers have 
made in the conduct of the trial 
on the other, reveal that the 
mass movement which flared 
into near insurrection last June 
has not been crushed.

The defense lawyer in the case 
of the three charged with killing 
the security policeman began his 
summary with this statement: 
“The incidents must be viewed 
against the background of the 
events of June 28. These events 
were a turning point in the 
political and social life of 
Poland.” The prosecutor asked 
for “severe punishment” as part 
of the “fight for legality in 
Poland.”

But which is more legal; the 
arrest of a workers’ delegation 
or the storming of a jail to 
free them? Bureaucratic oppres-

STRANDED IN  JAPAN
Actually, there were 18 Eng­

lish-speaking women announcers 
uSed by Radio Tokyo during the 
wah. The one convicted as “ To­
kyo Rose”  is, strangely, the only 
announcer who had denied ever 
broadcasting any propaganda. 
This was ignored by the U.S. 
Justice Department. What it  
seized upon was the fact that 
Iva Toguri was American-born

Iva Toguri was raised and ed­
ucated entirely in Southern Cali 
fomia. In 1941, she went to Ja­
pan to v is it an aunt. A fte r the 
war broke out, the Japanese po­
lice visited her and asked her to 
take out Japanese citizenship. 
She refused and asked to be in­
terned as an enemy alien. The 
request was denied.

She was refused passage on 
the f irs t  evacuation ship and 
couldn’t  get on the next because 
she didn’t  have the $425 fare or 
a guarantee fo r it. The records 
don’t  show it, but the reason fo r 
this was that she had no means 
of communicating with any mem­
ber of her family. AH of them 
like some 120,000 other Amer 
icans o f Japanese descent, had 
been rounded up by the iRoosevelt 
Administration and dumped in

America's f i r s t  concentration 
camps.

In  Japan, the dreaded thought- 
control police visited Iva Toguri 
two or three times a week. Not 
knowing the Japanese language, 
she looked for work fo r four 
months before finding a part- 
tim e, job. In August 1943, she 
landed a job as a typist at Radio 
Tokyo.

DOUBLE PERSECUTION
No one ever heard her say any­

thing hostile to the United States 
during those years. While in the 
UlS. her entire family were con­
fined a9 “ enemy aliens,”  she was 
-being treated as an “ enemy alien” 
in Japan.

In 1043, Tokyo expanded- its 
short-wave English “ Zero Hour.”  
The program was staffed and d i­
rected by three Allied prisoners 
of war, Major Charles Cousens, 
an Australian, Captain Wallace 
Ince, an American, and Lieu­
tenant Norman Reyes of the 
Philippines.

The new form at required a fe­
male voice, and Cousens chose 
Iva Toguri. She protested that 
she didn’t  want to broadcast over 
the Japanese radio. Cousens, tes­
tify ing  in her defense later, said 
he told her, “ A ll you have to do 
is look on yourself as a soldier 
under my orders. . . You w ill do 
nothing against your own people 
[the United States], I w ill guar­
antee that personally.”

Cousens testified that he also 
told her that “ her job would be 
purely and simply the reading 
of the script that I had written, 
which was the introduction of the 
musical Items. . . ”

Immediately after his libera­
tion, Capt. Ince was promoted to 
Major, presumably fo r his work 
on “ Zero Hour,”  fo r which his 
fellow American, Iva Toguri, was 
sent to prison. And fo r which she 
now faces loss of citizenship!

The finger was put on Iva To­
guri as “ Tokyo Rose" onlv be­
cause of the need of two Hearst 
reporters, H. Brundidge and C. 
Lee, to produce the non-existent 
woman fo r their editor. To do 
this, they bribed an official at 
Radio Tokyo to name someone— 
anyone— as “ Tokyo Rose.”  This 
is the testimony of Clark Lee at 
Iva Toguri’s 1949 tria l.

The Hearst “ solution”  was fo l­
lowed 'by a press conference 
where Iva Toguri told the iden­
tical story revealed later at her 
tria l. As she was leaving the Con­
ference, she was placed under ar­
rest by the U.S. Army. For the 
next 13 months she was harass­
ed and imprisoned1, mostly in ­
communicado, by the Army and 
FBiI.

Thirteen months of investiga­
tions by the Army and the FBI 
brought no evidence fo r charges. 
She was u  lease.!. Tl.a official 
report read: “ No prosecution 
contemplated.”

For two years she tried un­
successfully to get an American

passport to return to the U jS. 
On Aug. 16, 1948, at the height 
of spy-hunt hysteria in  the U.S., 
she was brought back to the 
U jS. to face a charge of treason.

The treason tr ia l of Iva To­
guri .P’Aquino (in 194-5, she mar­
ried Pelipe D ’Aquino, a Por­
tugese national) ¡began in San 
Francisco in July 1949. Defense 
attorneys George Olshausen,

Wayne M. Collins and Theodore 
Tamba, described i t  as “ unfair, 
unjust, and downright crooked.”  

Although all “ Zero Hour”  
broadcasts were monitored and 
recorded by the U.S. government, 
r.o recordings were produced at 
the tria l. The charges were based 
entirely on eight verbal counts 
from two witnesses. S e v e n -  of 
these the ju ry  rejected, but the

How to Be a Millionaire
(The following is the text of a radio address given by Myra Tanner Weiss, So­

cialist Workers Party candidate over an ABC-Radio national hook-up, Sept. 13.)

New Soviet A ttacks on Stalin

Gruson reported that another! sion or resistance to it? The 
defendant, Zenon Ubneck, 20, Stalinist dilemma is that they 
retracted his pre-trial statement, must deny the oppression while 
that his actions had been in-! punishing those who resisted it.

Several Moscow newspapers 
came out Oct. 2 with reports! that 
Stalin had failed as a military 
commander as early as 1918, and 
admitted that historians (under 
Stalin’s regime) had credited 
him with |a greater irole in the 
Bolshevik Revolution than he ac­
tually played.

The Soviet military newspaper 
Krasnaya Zvezda said historians 
mistakenly had given primary 
importance to the Southern 
Front during the Civil War, 
which followed the Bolshevik 
Revolution.

“The activities of J. B. Stalin 
on this sector were evaluated as 
decisive,” the paper said. “Ac­
tually, the Southern Front at 
that time was of secondary im­
portance. The Eastern Front was 
the most important one. I t  was

there the fate of the young Soviet 
state really was decided.”

This is the f irs t  breach in the 
myth that Stalin himself bu ilt 
up about his career as a m ilita ry 
leader. Actually, as Trotsky 
details in My Life, Stalin was 
removed from the Southern 
Front fo r his intrigues and 
cliquist activities.

A t the same time as the ad­
missions of Stalin’s failure as a 
m ilita ry leader, the Soviet state 
radio was instructed to give 
wider publicity to the destruc­
tion of the Stalin myth. Also 
ordered was wider publicity to 
the decisions o f the 20th Con­
gress o f the Soviet Communist 
party, when Kliruschev denounc­
ed Stalin fo r his one-man Tule. 
The Moscow announcement said 
prominent persons would be asked 
to make broadcasts.

years. And even this measure of 
improvement in your liv ing 
standard has been possible only 
because of a war economy. The 
price we pay fo r the righ t to a 
job — the most elementary of 
human rights —  is fear o f a 
th ird world war.

When you stop and figure all 
this out, the so|-callcd “ free- 
enterprise”  system doesn’t  look 
so good. But while you may have 
worked hard for what you have, 
there .are .others to whom life is 
not so d ifficu lt.

F irst, I ’m talking about the 
■owners of the means of produc­
tion. Let me show how simple 
things are i f  you’re rich enough 
to own a slice of the industrial 
pie. According to C. W right 
Mills, the Columbia University 
sociologist, i f  you had bought 
only $9,900 worth o f General 
Motors stock in 1913, just be­
fore the firs t world war, and 
then done absolutely nothing else 
fo r 40 years — say you went to 
sleep like Rip Van Winkle 
when you woke up in 1953, you 
would have about $7 million.

W HILE OTHERS WORK
Yes, you would be a mil 

lionaire. How is i t  possible to 
become a millionaire without 
doing anything at all? What is 
this magic? You could be idle 
only because the G, M. workers 
were not. A ll that wealth came 
out o f their labor. Of course, 
the auto workers don’t  get much 
thanks for all their effort. Many 
of them are now try ing  to get 
by on unemployment compensa­
tion.

Or let us imagine that you are 
a corporation executive. The 
average top executive gets about 
?100.<?:00 a year in salary. That 
isn’t  very much with prices so 
high. So you would probably get 
about twice that much in 
bonuses, paid out over the years 
so that taxes wouldn’t  take too 
much. Then you would probably 
get dividends on.stock.

In addition you would get 
fringe benefits that never have 
to be reported to the tax-col­
lector as they are charged o ff to 
business expense: Such fringe

deal of power.
This is capitalist democracy 

as i t  really is. And fo r those on 
top i t ’s worth figh ting  for. Of 
course, anyone can be on top, 
they tell us. That’s the demo­
cratic part of it. True. Capital­
is t democracy is not like the 
old feudal system where you 
had to be the son or daughter 
of the King, the Duke or the 
Baron.

RULE NO. 1: STAY ALIVE
Of Course, to get on top i t  

wouldn’t  hurt any to be the son 
or daughter of a Du Pont or 
Rockefeller. But there’s no law 
that says you have to be. But 
there are quite a few obstacles 
i f  you’re not. The f irs t  require­
ment to get to the top is to sur­
vive. You can’t  accumulate a 
fortune i f  you get killed in war 
as many were in World War I I  
and in Korea.

A fte r survival, I  would say 
avoid working fo r a living. Be­
cause i f  you work you’ll only 
make enough to meet expenses 
and you can’t  accumulate capital 
that way. But then you have to 
work i f  you don’t  have money so 
there’s really no choice. How­
ever, you can rise in the com­
pany i f  you let the boss know; 
who’s side you’re on. Become a
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I accept the nomination of the 
Socialist Workers Party for Vice- 
President of the United States.

As a socialist, of course, I  am 
not impartial when I ta lk about 
American politics. I  am very 
much opposed to the domination 
of the United States by a 
m inority of rich and powerful 
monopolistic corporations and I 
am very much fo r the working 
men and women of America.

I am not impartial. But neither 
is the capitalist press that you 
read every day. Neither are 
the Democrats and Republicans. 
Some facts they give you may 
be accurate, but I dare say they 
w ill be selected to defend things 
as they are.

WAR BOOM
Most of you who are listening 

to me now work hard fo r a liv ­
ing. I f  you own your own home 
and have paid fo r your car, you 
had to work overtime to do it.| 
Or both husband and wife had 
to take a job. For i t  is prim arily 
by this means that the income 
of working class families has 
been increased in the last 15

items as free medical Care, a 
Cadillac, sometimes with chauf­
feur attached, the use of the 
company plane, private golf 
courses, private swimming pools, 
perhaps a fund to pay fo r your 
children’s education, liquor to 
serve to your guests and a host 
of other small items.

I f  you were a really big ex­
ecutive you would probably be 
invited to join the Business Ad­
visory Council that operates 
under the President’s Department 
of Commerce — expenses tax 
free. There you would meet in 
secret but in comfort and discuss 
with other industrial tycoons all 
the domestic as well as interna­
tional problems of government: 
Your views would be put into a 
report and discussed by the 
cabinet members and the Presi­
dent. Your views m ight then be­
come the policy of the govern­
ment. although I can’t  be too 
sure of this because the reports 
that come out of BAC meetings 
are kept secret, even from Con­
gressional investigating commit­
tees. Thus you would not only 
have wealth but also a great.

foreman. Speed-up the work. 
Break a strike. Or figure out 
some way to keep the employees 
from  asking fo r more pay. 
Nobody w ill like you, of course, 
except the boss. You won’t  even 
like yourself. But that’s the price 
of success in a capitalist demo­
cracy.

Now even i f  you do all these 
things don’t  get your hopes too 
high. Only a tiny m inority w ill 
make the grade. A fte r all there 
were only 120 people who ad­
mitted to the tax collectors that 
they made a million dollars or 
more in 1949. In a capitalist 
democracy the m ajority of the 
people can’t  get rich. I f  they 
did, how would the capitalists 
get anybody to work fo r them?

To make a long story short: 
Big Business runs this country 
—  more or less openly — but 
they run it. The working class 
produces everything that is 
consumed. But all that we pro­
duce goes to enhance the power 
and privilege o f a small minority.

A socialist government will 
end this inequality, nationalize 
the means of production, and 
organize production to meet the 
needs of the whole people. Then 
we would all produce so that we 
could live a better and more 
secure life. The capitalists say 
this is utopian. I t  can never be. 
Naturally, they say that. They 
like things the way they are. 
But do you?

I eighth was allowed to stand so 
as to provide the basis fo r con­
viction.

The same flimsy verbal evi­
dence is the grounds for the sec­
ond frame-up trial—a trial which 
endangers Iva Toguri’s citizen­
ship rights and those of ALL  
native Americans.

The persevering' efforts of the 
attorneys, of William Reuben and 
of other individuals to win jus­
tice fo r Iva Toguri deserve the 
highest praise.

W AR-TIME OUTRAGE
The persecution of Iva Togurl 

is an extension of the barbaric 
treatment of Japanese Americans 
during World War I I ,  when they 
were hustled from their homes 
and' robbed of farm lands and 
personal property during the 
process. This concentration-camp 
victimization of t h e  Japanese 
was a racist outrage. Beyond 
that, it  stands as a precedent fo r 
political concentration camips. In ­
deed, a number of these very 
same camps are being prepared 
fo r other Americans under the 
witch-hunting McCarran Internal 
Security Act.

When Americans of Japanese 
descent were being herded into 
concentration camps during the 
last war only the Socialist Work­
ers 'Party, the pacifists and a 
few unaffiliated Individuals had 
the decency and courage to pro­
test the atrocity. All those in 
the labor 'and radical movements 
who dishonored themselves then 
by their silence or complicity 
must 'make up for the disgrace 
by now defending the rights of 
Iva Toguri. The others will sup­
port her las a continuation of 
their traditional stand.



The N eg ro  S tru g g le
---------------------------  B y John Thayer ----------------------------

Meany Endangers Unions by Appeasing Racists
I t  is the duty o f the AFL-CIO to lend 

fu ll support to the struggle of the Negro 
people for equality. The need to do so is 
dictated by basic principles o f justice 
and brotherhood. I t  is an indispensable 
condition for the preservation o f the un­
ions themselves. We have stated this fact 
many times. Regrettably, a thick-skulled, 
cowardly and opportunist top-union o ff i­
cialdom makes it  necessary for us to con­
tinue repeating it.

I t  is no longer any secret that the lead­
ers o f the white supremacist movement 
are as much the enemy of organized labor 
as they are o f the Negro people. For ex­
ample, the authors of the legal measures 
to cheat the Negro people of their rights 
are also the authors of the numerous 
“ righ t to scab” laws and other anti-union 
statutes.

I t  is also well known that the White 
'Citizens Council gangs are now try ing  to 
split Southern local unions away from 
their international organizations. These 
moves constitute a union-busting threat 
that must be met head-on. The AFL-CIO 
must declare war on the anti-labor racists. 
I t  must educate and ra lly its Southern 
white members to a program of labor- 
Negro unity and convince them that this 
is the only way they can better the ir own 
lives.

Instead, the top union brass is try ing 
to hold o ff the racists by appeasing them. 
An example of kowtowing to white su­
premacists is found in a letter to the T ill­
man local of the In t’l Association of 
Machinists in Charleston, S.C., from AFL- 
CIO President Meany. (See Murray Kemp- 
ton’s report in the Sept. 19 N.Y. Post.)

Last spring officials of this local wrote 
to Meany that the racists were using pro­
integration statements of the AFL-CIO 
leadership as ammunition against the un­
ion. Meany wrote back the following dis­
graceful lines: “ I t  is most disturbing to 
learn that so much misinformation is be­
ing spread at this time with obvious in­
tent to weaken and disrupt our trade un­
ions in the South. I  have in mind particu­
larly the information which seems to be 
the basis o f this letter to the effect that 
our organization has given financial sup­
port to the NAACP. Let me state that 
the AFL-CIO has given no financial sup­
port to the NAACP in the past and no 
proposals have been advanced to have 
done that in the future.”

Meany then repeated the formula of 
all capitulators to Jim Crow to the effect 
that the Supreme Court school integra­
tion decision needed a “ long time to work 
out.”  He also mumbled a few words about 
law and order, but according to Kempton, 
his letter catered sufficiently to prejudice 
in the Tillam local that i t  has been repro­
duced for circulation throughout the state.

Meany is try ing  to ride two horses 
traveling sw iftly  in opposite directions. In 
response to the pressure o f Negro and 
solidarity-conscious white unionists in the 
North, the AFL-CIO has given limited 
support to the NAACP. Now in response 
to the pressure o f Southern reaction, 
Meany is try ing to hide this support.

His letter is a treacherous blow to both 
the embattled Negro people and to the 
unions he is supposed to be leading. I t  
should be the subject of vigorous protest 
by every m ilitant unionist — white and 
colored.

. 1 Scheme to Cut Tuxes
_________________  By Roy Gale -----------------------------

SAN FRANCISCO — Financial circles 
are very worried about the U. S. Govern­
ment bond market these days and are 
looking fo r some way to prop up their 
prices. However, a solution is at hand. A 
solution that w ill not only put a floor 
under bond prices but w ill also result in 
a considerable income tax reduction ac­
cording to its author, Leo B. Helzel, a 
Bay Area attorney.

Naturally I  am as interested as the 
next man in finding ways to lop a few 
bucks o ff my income tax even i f  I  am 
not so interested in what happens to the 
bond market. However this plan is not 
for me. You see this plan is only for those 
who have tax liabilities running into the 
millions. This lets me out — I work for 
wages.

But for the big corporations i t  looks 
like a good bet and I  wouldn’t  be too 
surprised if  the next Congress put i t  into 
effect.

Under Helzel’s plan a taxpayer would 
be allowed to pay one fourth of his taxes 
in government bonds. A corporation w ith  
a tax liab ility  of $1 million, for instance, 
could pay up to $250,000 in this manner.

Now, in a period like the present, when 
money is tight, low interest government 
bonds can be bought for a discount. (U.

S. Treasury, 2 ^%  bonds due to mature 
in 1961 are currently selling fo r about 
95% of their face value, and the 1972 
series is selling for about 91% of par.

Say, the corporation buys $250,000 in 
bonds on the open market at 96% of face 
value.. They would then cost the firm  
$240,000. But under Helzel’s plan i t  could 
use them to pay $250,000 worth of taxes. 
This would save the corporation $10,000. 
Says Mr. Helzel, this is an amount worth 
saving.

I heartily agree. The only trouble is 
that I don’t  make that much in a year, 
and for that matter neither does the av­
erage working man. And to make matters 
worse, I couldn’t  even use the plan to 
save a couple of bucks. The Treasury 
bonds Mr. Helzel is talking about sell fo r 
$1,000. Only those w ith a tax liab ility  of 
over $4,000 would be able to use the plan.

For my tax savings the platform of the 
Socialist Workers Party presents a bet­
ter plan, and I submit i t  fo r consideration 
of Congress: “ Tax the rich, not the poor. 
Repeal all payroll and sales taxes. Abolish 
all forms of hidden taxes. No tax on in­
comes under $7,500 a year. A  100% on all 
incomes over $25,000 a year. A 100% tax 
on all profits on war goods.”

Union Auxiliary Hears 
Democrat-SWP Debate

DETROIT, Sept. 28 — “ You 
have heard other candidates de­
clare they represent the inter­
ests of a ll the people. I  don’t 
make such a claim. I  don’t  Rep­
resent people who believe in Jim 
Crow, anti-Semitism or any other 
form of discrimination. I  don’t 
represent the owners of indus­
try. I  am running only in the 
interests of the working peo­
ple.’’

W ith these opening remarks 
Rita Shaw, Socialist Workers 
Party candidate fo r Governor 
of Michigan, tonight presented 
her party’s program to an elec­
tion symposium of Ford Local 
600’s Women’s auxiliary.

Mrs. Shaw pointed out that
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labor had taken an important 
step forward in organizing unit­
ed political action. She stated 
that labor would have to take 
a further step — namely, build 
its own party — in order that 
the f irs t  step be of real benefit 
to the working people. “ Merely 
to take action is not enough,”  
she said. ‘ ‘Working people must 
take the kind of action that w ill 
help them. They need their own 
political party — a labor party
— to fig h t fo r their needs.”

The spokesmen fo r the Demo­
cratic-Party made many excuses 
fo r the party’s inaction on re­
peal of Taft-Hartley, civil rights 
and unemployment aid. They 
ranged from the fam iliar, “ The 
Republicans won’t  let us,”  to 
“ A fter all, no party is perfect 
and we admit we’ve made some 
mistakes. But put us in office 
and we’ll do something this time.”  
One went so fa r as to alibi fo r 
Stevenson in advance. “ I f  Steven­
son is elected,”  he said, “ i t  
would be very unfair, w ith the 
limited powers of the presidency, 
to expect him to be able to do 
very much about segregation.”

Mrs. Shaw answered, “ The 
’“ resident has assumed a great, 
many powers, including the pow­
er to d ra ft strikers into the 
Army and even to declare war
— yet we’re asked to believe he 
can’t  do anything about segre­
gation!”

When Mrs. Shaw pointed to 
the absence of important d iffe r­
ences between the two major 
parties, one of the Democrats 
answered that his party had

“ higher morals”  than the Re­
publicans. As evidence he cited 
the Roosevelt Administration 
and argued that w ithout that 
administration’s pro-labor laws 
there would have been no eco­
nomic gains fo r workers and no 
CIO. “ Roosevelt was forced to 
give concessions to the workers,” 
Mrs. Shaw replied. “ Thousands 
of workers fought and died to 
establish the unions. Nothing 
was handed over to them on a 
silver platter. Whatever the 
worker got he fought fo r. When 
labor stops depending on the 
Democrats and starts figh ting  
fo r itself again — when i t  or­
ganizes its own party — then 
we’ll make greater gains than 
ever before.”

While many of the women in 
the audience are undoubtedly 
supporting union-endorsed Demo­
crats, Mrs. Shaw was received 
in a friendly and attentive way.
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Isaac Dobbs
1883-1956

A great personal loss came to Farrell Dobbs in the midst 
of his strenuous campaign as Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for (President. His father, Isaac T. Dobbs, died on 
September 25.

Dobbs interrupted his nationwide election campaign tour 
to join the rest of the family at Spencer, Iowa. He was at 
his father’s side to the end of the lost struggle against 
cancer.

Like Farrell, “Ike” Dobbs, as his friends ca/lled him, was 
born in Missouri, but he lived! most of his life in: Minneapolis. 
During the fierce struggle of the 1930’s to make Min­
neapolis a union, town, the elder Dobbs gave his full support 
to the workers. He was proud of his son Farrell Dobbs who 
played a leading role in the famous 1934-36 Minneapolis 
teamsters’ strikes.

Ike Dobbs was a farm worker as a young man. Later 
he became a highly skilled machinist at the Pittsburgh Coal 
Company in Minneapolis.

A man of liberal views, with strong religious convictions, 
Ike Dobbs’ belief in the brotherhood of man and his align­
ment with the working class led him to a deep- sympathy with 
the socialist movement.

Bom August 30, 1883, Isaac Dobbs leaves his wife, a 
daughter as well as his son Farrall, seven grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren.

Steel Workers 
Buck McDonald 
At Convention

By Jack Wilson
The convention of the United Steelworkers o f America held in Los Angeles 

Sept. 17-21 was expected to be a pretty routine affa ir. Assuming tha t a conven­
tion coming on the heels o f a contract settlement would find the delegates in an ex­
pansive mood, the leadership de-y-----------------------------------------------

The Story of a Three Week 
Strike at California GM Plant

SOUTH GATE, CALIF. — A 
three-week strike by members of 
the United Auto Workers, Local 
216, at. the General Motors plant 
here ended on Sept. 17, on the 
basis of company agreement to 
modify the speed-up and correct 
other major abuses.

Previous to the strike, condi­
tions at the South Gate plant 
had been deteriorating fo r quite 
some time. Over 200 grievances 
had piled up fo r processing. 
Speed-up was rampant. Manage­
ment was handing out discipli­
nary layoffs on a wholesale ba­
sis. Seniority was being disre­
garded in matters of transfers 
and sh ift preference. The local 
agreement was 'being ignoi-ed 
and objections were met w ith a 
contemptuous “ File a grievance.”

A  strike vote was fina lly  taken 
w ith  97% voting to strike. The 
membership threatened to walk 
out i f  authorization from  the In ­
ternational Union was not fo rth ­
coming. On Aug. 30, the author­
ization was received and tne 
plant was struck. Picketlines 
were set up and everyone was 
kept out except the plant protec­
tion employees and the company 
negotiators.

GM did not like this and de­
manded that maintenance crews 
and all salaried employes be per­
mitted through the picketline. 
This was fla tly  rejected by the 
membership. The local then re­
ceived a telegram from  Interna­
tional President Reuther which 
said salaried personnel should 
be permitted through the line and 
that the local leadership were 
irresponsible in their refusal. 
The membership rejected' his 
view, holding to the UAW tra ­
dition to keep everyone out in 
a strike. They were strengthen­
ed in their m ilitant stand by the 
fact that their picket line was 
being respected by the Railroad 
Brotherhoods and the Teamsters. 
Nothing was moving in or out 
of the plant.

The UAW International staff 
member assigned to Buick-Olds- 
mobile-Pontiac Plants and the 
Regional Director tried to talk 
the local leadership into letting 
the salaried help through. They 
failed to convince anyone.

GM GOES TO COURT
They argued that the Interna­

tional would be in danger of 
having its funds tied up i f  the 
local persisted in its action. 
A fte r consulting legal counsel i t  
was determined that the local 
union could possibly have its 
funds tied up, but not the In ­
ternational. The membership de­
cided to hold the line.

GM then got a restraining or­
der which was served on the 
whale local leadership, its o ffi­
cers, executive board members, 
shop committee and active rank 
and filers. The order restrained 
picketing to four to a gate. With 
this assist from the law- all the 
salaried personnel went through 
picket, lines.

The chairman of the Shop 
Committee was sent East as a 
delegate to meet w ith delegates 
from the other BOP plants. Sim­
ila r conditions exist in these 
other plants and they were con­
sidering strike action and in  
some cases taking strike votes. 
But they indicated they would 
rather wait fo r the start of the 
’57 models rather than act at the 
end of the ’56 models.

When the strikers requested 
financial strike assistance from 
the Intel-national, they were in­
formed that the International

The membership was very angry 
about this. There is over $21 m il­
lion in the strike fund but none 
of i t  was available to the South 
Gate workers.

Discouragement set in. A l­
though GM’s production was 
tied up, w ith material in box 
cars across the nation costing 
them money fo r storage fees 
every day, the strikers fina lly  
accepted the company’s offer to 
return to work. They did so on 
the basis of the company’s 
agreement to change its policy 
in regard to speed-up (so that 
help is provided where needed), 
to adjust disciplinary penalties 
and to recognize seniority on 
sh ift preference and transfers.

Although the membership was 
back at work, the financial' 
problem was still w ith  them/ 
The Community Service Com-1 
mittee of the local was concern-1 
ed as to what to do fo r re lief 
fo r the membership. UAW lo-1 
cals have had no strike funds of; 
their own since the centralized! 
International strike fund was 
set up.

The members would have to 
work approximately two weeks j 
before they saw a paycheck. They 
had been on strike fo r three 
weeks. They had been on short 
work weeks before the strike. 
They demanded some relief. Un­
der this pressure the Interna­
tional agreed to give one gro­
cery order to each picket that 
needed help. Practically every­
one needed it.

The strike showed GM that 
the workers w ill walk out when 
they are pushed too fa r. Up to 
this point the foremen liked to 
say that the workers were too 
yellow to strike. I t  also showed

that the International w ill au­
thorize a strike at a GM plant, 
even though reluctantly. U,p to 
this point the membership had 
doubted that they could ever 
get a strike authorization. I t  
had been requested many times 
in recent years but never given.

Although the union did not 
win a ll of the demands i t  went 
out fo r i t  did show management 
that the local union membership 
w ill figh t when necessary.

Govt. Fears “False 
Witness” Hot Potato

Joseph D. Mazzci, an FBI 
stoolpigeon of 1942 vintage, 
is sending shivers down the 
spines of the Justice Depart­
ment. Is his testimony taori- 
cated? Will he stand exposed 
as lanother false witness like 
Harvey Matusow? Assistant 
Attorney General William F. 
Tompkins has requested the 
Supreme Court to freeze the 
pending appeal of Pittsburgh’s 
1953 Smith Act victims — 
Steve Nelson and four others 
— until a lower court checks 
the veracity of Mazzei, who 
testified there. The govern­
ment says it learned that 
Mazzei in other cases, had 
given sworn testimony which 
it “has serious reasons to 
doubt.” This includes Mazzei’s 
fantastic Miami testimony 
about alleged Communist 
plans for an invasion of the 
U.S. and assassination of 
Congressmen.

B’klyn College Ousts 
Student Rights Fighter

By Henry Gitano
Academic freedom is once again being trampled un­

derfoot in Brooklyn College w ith the Sept. 21 suspension 
of A rthu r Steier. one o f the founders of Students fo r
Campus Democracy. This organ-p 
ization advocates a democratic 1
student government at Brooklyn, aPP®are<t

. The Gideonse tradition of “ lib-
based on school-wide elections. Cra lly ”  suspending students and 
Steier was at f irs t  barred from clubs (he once suspended ten 
“ officership or membership in* student organizations fo r par- 
any student organization.”  The* trap p in g  in a protest ra lly ) is

being firm ly  ' ’ ' ’ ~

I nicality. On Oct. 13, 1950 Kings-

suspension followed.
Kingsman, the student weekly 

publication, editorialized Sept.

maintained. On 
Sept. 21 Herbert Stroup, Dean 
of Students, wrote Steier that 
he was being suspended fo r the 

20: “ Dean Stroup cited Steier’s| term “because of continued dis- 
failure to ‘adjust’ as one o f the regard fo r the rules and regu-
deficiencies. . . I f  ‘adjust’ means' lations. . . ”  Steier was offered, representative of the Socialist 
dumb acceptance of the policies the opportunity to appeal to the! Labor Party, 
now followed by students and college president as last re- In presenting the SWP program 
faculty, then even Kingsman is 1 course. His appeal to Gideonse

to his wishes in the matter,
The delegates were sufficient­

ly  steamed up to b luntly turn 
McDonald down on this issue, 
partly  because they were al­
ready angry about his anticipated 
demand fo r a dues increase. Con­
fronted w ith the proposal to 
hike the dues from three to five 
dollars a month the convention 
again broke into revolt. Over a 
hundred delegates tried to get 
the floor on the issue. I t  was the 
strongest protest seen at a steel 
convention >»ince the 1948 out­
burst when the officialdom tried 
to lent down the number ,of con­
vention delegates.

However, despite this s t if f  op­
position, McDonald and his co­
horts were able to jam through 
the dues increase. They succeed­
ed by virtue of the fact that the 
convention site had been deliber­
ately selected as fa r as possible 
from the major steel centers. 
This made i t  d ifficu lt fo r many 
locals to send delegates and per­
mitted McDonald to pack the 
convention w ith paid organizers 
and directors who saw a salary 
increase fo r themselves i f  the 
dues increase went through.

CHEAP SETTLEMENT
But this victory was not won 

without in ju ry  fo r McDonald. I t  
has served to sink even further 
his already low degree of pres­
tige. Most of the men in the 
mills feel that he settled far too 
cheaply in the last settlement, 
particularly in view of the pres­
ent record corporation profits 
and the greatly increased produc­
tiv ity . This was one of the p ri­
mary factors in their opposition 
to jacking up the dues. And i t  
was salt rubbed into their wounds 
when the leadership did proceed 
to raise its  already munificent 
salaries.

Throughout the convention Mc­
Donald demonstrated his pro­
capitalist mentality. He opened 
the convention w ith praise fo r 
"peoples’ capitalism,”  u n d e r  
which, he contended, one in ev­
ery 12 persons is a stockholder. 
Steelworkers who own stock are 
no longer workers but capitalists, 
he declared. Since he insists there 
is no longer a class struggle, Mc­
Donald found i t  necessary to ex­
plain that such a phenomenon as 
.the recent steel strike came about 
because one of the partners in 
the “ mutual trusteeship”  had to 
compare the other to live up to 
their mutual agreement. He said 
that in his opinion strikes in the 
industry may be ruled out in the 
future.

A  resolution endorsed civil 
rights for Negroes and other 
minorities but mot a single pro­

posal was advanced to give ac-f 
live support to 'the embattled civ-, 
i l  rights fighters. McDonald’s' 
real feelings on the matter were 
in his several shameful referen-i 
ces to Negro steel workers as 
“ boys.”

On McDonald’s recommenda-> 
tion, the convention also endorsf 
ed the Stevenson-Kefauver ticket.

CLOSING SPEECH
Although he secured passage 

of most of his resolutions McDon­
ald was obviously worried by the 
flash of revolt on the Canadian 
and dues issues. He took the 
occasion of a closing speech to 
assert that he wasn’t  getting soft 
and that the union was going to 
do a lot of organizing that would 
make i t  the largest in the world".

B u t his liast-miinute attempt at 
a militant-sounding speech could 
do litt le  to rebuild his prestige. 
The bureaucratic conduct of his 
machine at the convention servr 
ed only to deepen the yvedge be­
tween the union officialdom i and 
the rank and file. This wedgé 
w ill mot be removed un til a mew 
leadership is built tha t is capa­
ble of representing the workers 
interests.

• • • B allot Fight
(Continued from page 1)

shall be in detail these were brief 
and cryptic.

In  addition to the above, mo­
tions fo r dismissal were made on 
ground that lay the basis not on­
ly fo r taking an adverse decision 
of DeSapio’s board immediately 
into court but fo r testing the corij 
stitu tionality of the New York 
election law itself. In summatioh 
fo r the ;SWP, Attorney Glasp 
made the overriding point tha,t 
at jstake was more t h a n  the 
candidacies o f Farrell Dobbs, 
Myra Tanner Weiss and Joyce 
Cowley, important as they are 
in themselves. A t  stake, however, 
is the free ballot and the free’- 
dom o f elections.

In upstate New York, partic­
u larly in those counties wherl 
SWP signatures are contested! 
the ballot fig h t is headline news.. 
The Catskill Daily News, fo r ex­
ample, on Sept. 28 writes: “ A l­
though the identity of Mr. Tar- 
allo’s supporters was not reveal­
ed, the net effect of his move, i f  
successful, would be to keep o ff 
the ballot a party that could well 
draw enough votes from Demo­
cratic candidates to swing a close, 
election over to the Republic-: 
ans.”

Also drawing particular atten­
tion to the SWP candidate fo r 
UjS. Senator, Joyce Cowley ofj 
New York, is the Sept. 28 Cox-; 
sackie Union News.

Senatorial Candidate Cowley 
Scores Her Rivals ¡a Debate

By Lillian Kiezel
NEW YORK, Sept. 28 — Joyce Cowley, Socialist 

Workers Party candidate for U.S. Senator from New 
York debated representatives of two other socialist or- 
ganizations tonight at a sym-2>---------- -------------------------- ——- —
.posium of the New Era Club. Her 
opponents were Sam Friedman, 
Vice-Presidential candidate of the 
Socialist Party and Mr. Kai-p, a

not prepared to ‘adjust’. . . I t  
is the sort of situation t h a t  
would seem perfectly natural in 
a totalitarian government. I t  is 
sharply incongruous w ith  our 
conception of College life  in a 
democracy.”

VANGUARD’S FATE
Kingsman itse lf was conceiv­

ed by Brooklyn College Presi­
dent Harry D. Gideonse as his 
personal house organ. Following 
one of Gideonse’s high-handed 
actions against a student organ­
ization the then college weekly, 
Vanguard, ran an editorial Oct. 
6, 1950:

“ Banning an organization now 
because i t  is ‘Communist’ or 
‘Communist dominated’ comes 
dangerously close to banning an

Executive Board had ruled that idea. And who’s afraid of ideas,
no financial aid would be forth, 
Coming until the strike was in 
progress more than three weeks.

President Gideonse? Are you?” 
The charter of Vanguard was 
forthwith revoked under a tech-

was denied.
In a statement to the press, 

Steier, who was a graduating 
senior, told of his interview w ith 
Gideonse. The school president 
said that i f  Steier “ ever receiv­
ed enough credits fo r graduation, 
lie would seriously Consider re­
frain ing from placing his sig­
nature or approval to my diplo­
ma.”

The struggle fo r ’Steier’s re­
instatement is backed by-the Stu­
dent Government of City College 
which voted 13-0 to send an 
open letter to Gideonse and the 
Brooklyn student body. The same 
issue of Kingsman which re­
ported the suspension of Steier 
reports that “ President Harry 
D. Gideonse has been named a 
Vice Chairman of the New York 
Committee fo r Stevenson and 
Kefauver. President Gideonse is 
a long time supporter o f the 
Democratic candidate.”

Mrs. Cowley stressed its opposi­
tion to preparations fo r a third 
world war, its support to the 
figh t fo r first-class citizenship for 
the Negro people and all m inori­
ties now, and its demand fo r fu ll 
economic equality fo r working 
women.

She attacked the Socialist 
Party 'for abetting ithe witch-hunt 
in one of its crucial aspects. 
“ The point in the SP program 
which claims that the ‘screening’ 
of people for their political ideas 
is a natural part of job qualifica­
tions where National Security is 
involved is a clear indication of 
the assistance that the SP is 
giving the State Department 
these days”  she declared.

In a retaliatory i-ed - baiting 
attack Mr. Friedman said that 
Joyce Cowley “ is a Trotskyite 
Communist who believes in 
totalitarianism.”

Mrs. Cowley replied: “ I  am a

Communist in the sense that I  
agree w ith  the basic concepts 
presented by Marx and Engles 
in the Communist Manifesto, and 
follow the tradition of the great 
movement which they founded. 
A t the same time, and in line 
w ith  that tradition, the Socialist 
Workers Party opposes the Com­
munist Party in all its treacher­
ous class collaborationist po­
licies.”

“ Although we Jdefend the 
Soviet Union,”  she continued, 
“ because of the new economic 
system of planned economy 
established by the October Revo­
lution of 1917, we have exposed 
the crimes of the Stalin regime 
fo r over 25 years.”

In answer to Mr. Karp who 
accused the SWP of “ liberal re­
formism”  she said: “ Marx him­
self was a leader in the figh t 
for the shorter work week — a 
reform. He knew that the fig h t 
fo r socialism w ill ;never be suc­
cessful. i f  ^he socialists l im it 
themselves to educational ac­
tivities in the narrow sense of 
the term as the SLP does. I t  is 
also necessary to learn and lo 
teach in the liv ing class strug­
gle.”

eided to put through some meas­
ures designed to further strength­
en their bureaucratie grip on the 
union. But they were rudely sur­
prised by an angry, rebellious 
delegation.

The Canadian delegation lied 
an effective fig h t to retain the 
righ t to elect their national di­
rector rather than submit to a 
McDonald appointment. To Mc­
Donald’s astonishment, a major-

ity  of delegates voted in support
of the Canadians despite his ar­
rogant demand that they accede


