
Bi-Partisan Bloc 
Gangs Up to K ill 
Civil Rights B ill

By William Bundy
JULY 24 — A .“ gentlemen’s agreement” between 

Southern racists and Northern liberal Democrats has put 
another civil rights bill to a quiet death as the 84ith Con­
gress draws to a close. The b ill,  £>■
which would establish a Federal 
C iv il R igh ts  Commission and 
authorize the Governm ent to 
b rin g  su it against v io la to rs , was 
sponsored by the Republican ad­
m in is tra tio n  to cover up its  
g la r in g  fa ilu re  to use ex is ting  
Federal powers to pro tect the 
c iv il r ig h ts  o f Negroes.

In order to a llow  o ther b ills  
“ to get th rough Congress before 
ad journm ent”  th is  week, so-called 
proponents o f the measure f irs t 
made a deal w ith  the Southern 
Dem ocrats to put o f f  the vote in 
the House o f Representatives 
u n t il Monday, Ju ly  23. Then the 
libe ra l Dem ocratic Senators 
allowed i t  to go d ire c tly  in to  the 
grave o f the Senate Jud ic ia ry  
Com m ittee, headed by the un ­
speakable Senator Eastland (D - 
M iss.).

The hypocrisy o f both libe ra l 
Democrat and Republican “ sup­
po rte rs ”  o f the b ill is revealed 
by the Ju ly  20 New Y ork  Times, 
which says the debate in the 
House "w as carried on despite the 
in te n s ity  o f the fig h t, w ith  a large 
measure o f good hum or. . .”  “ The 
whole s trugg le ,”  says the Times, 
“ was exposed in  argum ent as 
being a fu t i le  operation. Even 
though the House passes the 
b il l . . .  i t  does not have a chance 
fo r  consideration by the Senate 
at th is  late stage o f the ad­
jo u rn m e n t rush. So i t  was evident 
the House members had made i t  
a vehicle fo r  p u ttin g  themselves 
in the record fo r  th e ir  own cam­
pa ign.”

A n  objection from  the f lo o r 
when the b il l f irs t  h it the Senate 
m ig h t have kept i t  out o f East- 
land’s com m ittee, but, says the 
J u ly  24 Times, “ ‘Senator Thomas

C. Hennings Jr., the M issouri 
Dem ocrat ch ie fly  in charge o f 
s tra tegy  fo r  Senate considera­
tion  . . . was not on the f lo o r  to 
object. . . Someone o f the c iv il 
r ig h ts  group was caught napping, 
and the b ill w ent qu ick ly  and 
f irm ly  under the ju r is d ic tio n  of 
the Eastland panel.”

The "firm ness”  o f Eastland ’s 
hold was assured by a previous 
arrangem ent by tha t com m ittee, 
a m a jo rity  o f whose members 
“ suppo rt”  c iv il r ig h ts , tha t a 
unanimous vote be required to 
let th is  p a rtic u la r b i ll out of 
com m ittee. This a llow s a ll the 
libera ls  on the com m ittee to 
“ vote w ith  th e ir  consciences”  and 
blame the impasse on Eastland, 
who is qu ite  ready to accept the 
blame, since Negroes are not 
allowed to vote in his con­
stituency, anyway.

The fina l scene in the farce was 
enacted today when libe ra l Demo­
cra tic  Senator Lehm an, who had 
been “ caught napp ing”  yesterday, 
when som ething m igh t have been 
accomplished, moved to discharge 
the b ill from  Eastland ’s com m it­
tee. Senate M a jo r ity  Leader 
Lyndon Johnson, Dem ocrat from  
Texas, refused to support the 
m otion saying th a t i t  would 
“ b rin g  a ll business to a ha lt, as 
it  a lways has when th is  m a tte r 
is b rough t up.”  The m otion was 
defeated.

The resu lts : The Republicans 
and libe ra l Democrats can cam ­
paign as “ supporte rs”  o f c iv il 
r ig h ts . The Southern block suc­
cessfu lly defended its  position 
w ithou t having to resort to a 
messy and unpopular filibus te r. 
The Congressmen can go home 
early. C iv il r ig h ts  leg is la tion  
passed to date: absolutely none.
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Steel Trust Uses Shutdown 
As Peg for Big Price Boost
Fear of a "Second Poznan"
Spurs Stalinist Concessions

■<?»

A delegation of wives and children of 6,000 Westinghouse 
strikers from the Lester, Pa. plant picket the New York office 
of the corporation demanding that the nine-month lockout be 
terminated immediately. Later the group went to Central Park 
for a picnic.

U.S. Rescinds Aswan Loan; 
Called Liar by Egypt Leader

By Della Rossa
Financial considerations was the official reason given 

by the U.S. State Department, July 19, for withdrawing 
its offer to help Egypt build her $1.3 billion Aswan Dam. 
U n o ff ic ia lly , i t  is recognized th a t
n o t finances b u t W ash ing ton ’s 
cold w a r aga inst the colonial re v ­
o lu tion  caused the change of 
heart.

E g y p t was shocked and em­
b itte re d  by the w ith d ra w a l. 
E g y p t ’s president, Colonel Nas­
ser, accused the Am erican gov­
ernm ent o f ly in g  about its  rea­
sons fo r  the w ith d ra w a l o f aid. 
“ W e E gyp tians w ill not pe rm it 
any im peria lis ts  o r oppressors to 
ru le  us m il ita r ily ,  p o lit ic a lly  or 
econom ica lly; we w ill not subm it 
to  the do lla r o r to  force.”

F u rth e r, Nasser said, “ I f  an 
up roa r in W ashington creates 
fa lse  and m islead ing announce­
m ents”  th a t th row  “ shadows o f 
dou'bt on E g y p t’s economy, I look 
a t Am ericans and say: May you 
choke to death on yo u r fu r y ! ”

The Aswan dam pro ject would 
push the in du s tria liza tion  of 
E g y p t by increasing her to ta l 
ir r ig a te d  land by one-th ird  and 
g re a tly  add to her hydro-e lectric 
power. But U. S. arid B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism  don’t  w an t to give aid 
fo r  in d u s tr ia l development to a 
cou n try  th a t plays a leading role 
in  the A rab  s trugg le  fo r  na tional 
libe ra tion .

British Unions 
Strike Against 
Auto Layoffs

J U L Y  25— Violence marked the 
opening day o f the s tr ik e  o f 15 
unions against the B ritish  M otor 
Company in England. The unions 
called out th e ir  members, Ju ly  
23, in pro test over the dism issal 
o f 6,000 workers on two days 
notice las t m onth. The s tr ik e  in ­
volves 51,000 workers. Mounted 
police rode herd in to  the ranks 
o f p ickets in  an e ffo r t ,  to break 
the s trike .

The auto unions, the T rans­
po rt and General W orkers Union, 
the Am algam ated E ng ineering 
Union and others, demanded im ­
mediate re ins ta tem ent of the dis­
missed w orkers pending nego tia ­
tions and compensation fo r  those 
whose dism issal was proved to 
be unavoidable. W h ile  production 
cutback is  the im m ediate excuse 
o ffe red  'by the company fo r  its  
callous dism issal o f the workers, 
the development o f autom ation 
in the autom obile in dus try  is at 
the base o f the unem ploym ent 
crisis.

The company claimed th a t more 
than h a lf o f its  employes re p o rt­
ed to w ork  on J u ly  23 despite the 
s tr ike  ca ll. On the second day it 
claimed an add itiona l 1,000 had 
returned to w ork. The unions de­
ny these figu res  .However, sharp 
s trugg les continued to break out 
the second day between angry  
pickets and those who refused to 
respect the s tr ike  ca ll.

The 1,300,000-member T rans­
p o rt and General W orkers Union 
is o rgan iz ing  a boycott o f a ll com­
pany m ateria ls  w ith  the aid of 
teamsters a n d  dockers. The 
Trades Union Congress repre­
senting eight m illio n  workers has 
called an i emergency m eeting of 
a ll unions involved in  the s tr ike  
'to consider o ther action to be 
taken.

-<?> By Murry Weiss
JULY 24 — The hot lava of workers’ discontent in 

the smoldering- volcano of Eastern Europe has thus far 
erupted most actively in Hungary and Poland. While all 
po litica l sym ptom s continue to® -
disclose the subsurface move­
ment o f the w o rk ing  class in a ll 
countries o f the S ov ie t o rb it, the 
m ost v is ib le  signs o f th is  move­
ment are, fo r  the moment, s t r ik ­
in g ly  Observable in these two 
countries.

F o llow ing  the Ju ly  18 “ resigna­
t io n ”  o f M atyas Rakosi, the hated 
symbol o f S ta lin is t ty ra n n y  in 
H u ng a ry ; the Centra l Com m ittee 
o f the H ungarian  W orkers (S ta ­
lin is t)  P a rty  expelled General 
M ih a ly  Farkas and moved to 
s tr ip  him  o f his m il ita ry  rank 
“ fo r  breaches o f S oc ia lis t lega l­
ity . ”  Farkas was one o f the key 
figu res  in the o rgan iza tion  of 
S ta lin is t fram e-ups and te r ro r  in 
H ungary du ring  the las t eleven 
years.

Both those moves are p a r t of 
the H ungarian  reg im e ’s e ffo rts  
to make fa r-reach ing  economic 
and po litica l concessions to the 
workers in  order to p reven t a 
“ second Poznan,”  th a t is, a repe­
tit io n  o f the gene ra l-s trike  up­
ris in g  of the w orkers th a t took 
place in Poznan, Poland, on June 
28.

“ G R A V E  D A N G E R ”
E rno  Gero, who replaced Rako­

si as F irs t  Secretary o f the pa rty , 
said J u ly  19, “ I t  would be a 
grave danger not to draw the 
consequences o f the Poznan up­
ris ing . Our p a rty  m ust advocate 
broader dem ocra tiza tion ,”  he 
said. “ Ju s tifie d  c ritic ism  has be­
come s tronger in H ungary. Our 
p a rty  m ust absorb the forces 
which are d issatis fied w ith  the 
present s itu a tio n .”

Gero also called fo r  a b igger 
police force, s tro n g  collective 
leadership, “ iron p a rty  d iscip line 
and a f ig h t against d ivers ion is ts ."

Budapest rad io  reported, ac­
cord ing to a J u ly  20 V ienna dis­
patch to the New Y o rk  T im es: 
“ When members o f the Central 
Com m ittee w ent to a fac to ry  to 
te ll the w orkers a b o u t  the 
changes [rem ova l o f Rakosi and 
F arkas] the w orkers p ro m p tly  
asked fo r  sho rte r w o rk in g  hours 
fo r women, free Saturdays and 
be tte r pay. When to ld  the 'vo lun ­
tary-’ annual peace loan, which

amounts to ju s t  a l i t t le  more than 
fo u r percent o f a w o rke r’s pay, 
would be abolished, they asked 
suspiciously w hethe r taxes o r 
ren ts would be raised instead.”

A  London Tim es dispatch, Ju ly  
23, say-s the Centra l Com m ittee 
m eeting announced revisions in 
th e 'c u rre n t F ive -Y ear Plan a im ­
ed a t “ rem oving some o f the 
w o rs t o f the w o rkers ’ g r ie v ­
ances.”  The m in im um  monthly- 
wage in in du s try  has been raised 
to 650 fo r in ts  [556 o ffic ia l ra te , 
much less in term s o f purchas­
ing  pow er].

The Centra l Com m ittee meet- 

(Continued on page 3)

Picket signs posted by striking members of United 
Steelworkers Local 1397 in front of the Homestead planl 
of the U.S. Steel corporation in Pittsburgh.

In ti Socialist Review 
To Publish First Issue

The ed ito rs o f the M a rx is t 
Q uarterly magazine, F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l, have .announced tha t 
w ith  the sum m er issue, soon to 
come o f f  the press, the name of 
'the magazine w ill be changed to 
In te rn a tio n a l S oc ia lis t Review.

The change o f name “ does not 
s ig n ify  a change in ed ito ria l po l­
icy,”  the ed ito rs  say. “ We shall 
continue as be fore to present the 
T ro ts k y is t outlook on w orld  
events, em phasizing in p a r tic u ­
la r  questions in vo lv ing  M a rx is t 
theory-. The new name, we hope, 
w ill help us reach a broader au- 

’ dience among those beg inn ing  to 
appreciate the  s ign ificance o f the 
w orld -w ide ’ upsurge o f socialism  
that has occurred since the end 
o f W orld  W ar I I . ”

In a le tte r  “ To O ur Readers,”  
the ed itors o f the In te rn a tion a l 
Socia list Review trace the h is to ­
ry  of the magazine th rough  the 
las t 22 years.

The T ro ts k y is t theore tica l m ag­
azine was founded in 1934 under 
the name New In te rn a tion a l. In 
the f irs t ,  Ju ly  issue, Leon T ro t ­
sky sent the fo llo w in g  gree ting : 
“ Dear Comrades, The fac t tha t

you have established a theo re ti­
cal organ, I consider a fes tiva l 
occasion’. Its  name, The New In ­
te rna tion a l, is a program  o f an 
en tire  epoch. 1 am convinced th a t 
you r m agazine w il l  serve as an 
inva luab le weapon i(i the estab­
lishm ent o f the new In te rn a tio n a l 
on the foundations laid by the 
g rea t masons o f the fu tu re : 
M arx , Engels. Lenin. W ith  Com­
munist. greetings, Leon T ro ts k y .”

T H E  N A M E  STO LEN
The rSR ed itors expla in th a t 

at the beg inn ing  o f W orld  W ar Iff 
a m in o rity  section o f the T ro ts k y ­
ist movement, headed by- James 
Burnham  and M ax Schaohtman, 
decided to sp lit a fte r  they were 
defeated in a thoroughgo ing dis­

cussion w ith in  the ranks o f the 
movement. T ak ing  advantage o f 
th e ir  technical position  as edi­
to rs  o f the New In te rn a tio n a l the 
m in o rity  leaders absconded w ith  
the magazine, “ chang ing its  edi­
to r ia l po licy  to con form  w ith  
th e ir  rev is ion is t v iew s."

“ R ather than squabble over th is  
case o f p e lt - la rceny,”  the ISR 
ed itors say>N ’ the m a jo r ity  de­
cided to choose a new name fo r  
the magazine. F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l was selected as co rre ­
sponding w ith  the task o f the 
tim e —  to uphold the p ro g ra m ­
m atic  banners o f the w orld  move­
ment created by  Leon T ro ts k y .”  

The le tte r To O ur Readers

(■Continued on pace 2)
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'The Lessons of Spain'
By LEON TROTSKY
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Real and Imaginary Nuclear Explosions
By Myra Tanner Weiss ^

Socialist Workers Party Candidate for U.S. Vice-President 
JULY 23 — While we were ducking for cover la,st 

Friday, July 20, under a mock nuclear bomb attack from 
the Soviet Union, the U.S. government was busy preparing 

the biggest rea]S--------------------
W illia m  H. S tr in g e r o f the 

C h ris tian  Science M on ito r July- 
23 revealed the rea l content o f 
W ash ing ton ’s po licy  when he 
wrote, “ The recent fireb ran d  be­
hav io r o f Colonel Nasser (P res­
ident o f E g y p t) , once considered 
an A ra b  leader o f statesman 
caliber, is a la rge  fa c to r in the 
dec is ion .. .  The aim is to cut Col­
onel Nasser down to size.”

W h a t is m eant by “ f ire b ra n d  
behavior”  are moves o f the Nas­
ser regim e re fle c tin g  the na tion ­
alist. s trugg le  o f the E gyp tian  
w orkers and peasants. These in ­
clude the recent arm s deal w ith  
Czechoslovakia, a la rge  trade 
agreem ent w ith  China ahd A rab  
opposition to the U. S.-sponsored 
Baghdad m ilita ry  pact in  the 
M iddle East.

W hat the Soviet Union is go­
ing  to do about he lp ing to build 
E g y p t’s H igh Dam is not yet 
clear. 'Soviet Fore ign M in is te r 
Shepilov indicated they are “ not 
considering”  help. B u t th is  was 
not a de fin ite  re fusa l and Yev­
geni I>. Kiselev, Soviet Ambassa­
dor to E gyp t is quoted as say­
ing, “ We are ready to  finance 
the Aswan Dam i f  E gvp t asks 
fo r  i t ”

MYRA T. 
WEISS

explosion yet un­
dertaken on the 
tes ting  grounds 
in the Pacific. On 
the m orn ing  o f 
Ju ly  21 the red 
line tha t moves 
across the. re ­
cord ing charts in 
n ' n e Japanese 
mete) eolo g i c a 1 
sta tions w e n t  
in to  “ a veritab le  
S a i n t  V i t u s  
dance.”  The m i- 
crobaragraph re ­

corded an in te ns ity  o f 0.5 m iloban, 
—  tw ice the in te ns ity  o f the 1954 
H-bomb explosion.

Japan also announced another 
nuclear test in the Pacific the 
fo llo w in g  day, Ju ly  22. This was 
the ten th explosion th is  spring , 
according 1o the Japanese, a l­
though the U.S. governm ent has 
acknowledged on ly two. Each o f 
these blasts has been given wide 
p u b lic ity  in Japan. Two leading 
pro-A m erican newspapers, Asahi 
Shimbun and Y om iu ri Shimbun, 
have demanded th a t the U.S. 
accept the Soviet o ffe r  to ban 
fu r th e r  tests.

In  last yea r’s O peration A le rt 
i t  was 'es tim ated th a t 8,200,000

persons were “ k il le d ”  in 61 
“ a ttacked”  c ities and 6,550,000 
were “ in ju re d .”  In  th is  yea r’s 
c iv il defense test, w ith  a presum ­
ed attack on 75 U.S. areas, no 
na tion-w ide “ casua lty ”  estim ates 
were released by federa l o ffic ia ls  
because such figures tend to 
“ breed a sense o f f u t i l i t y  in a ll 
defensive measures.”

A “ sense o f f u t i l i t y ”  is even 
more ju s tified  since the recent 
testim ony o f L ieu tenant General 
James Gavin, A rm y  d irec to r of 
research and development. He 
told the Senate subcommittee on 
the A ir  Force th a t several hun­
dreds of m illions would be k illed  
in any large-scale nuclear a ttack 
on the Soviet Union. The dead 
would include the people o f Asia 
o r W estern Europe depending on 
which way the w ind blew.

W hile  there is g reat doubt tha t 
many people would have survived 
the sim ulated nuclear a ttack last 
F rida y  even w ith  the help of 
5,400 new survey meters to deter­
mine the extent o f fa llo u t, the 
fo llo w in g  fac ts  may be “ con­
so ling ” :

F irs t,  President Eisenhower 
took v ir tu a lly  d ic ta to r ia l powers 
by s im u la tin g  a declaration o f a 
state o f emergency and a state of

war. In last year’s d r i ll he 
declared “ m a rtia l law ,”  the con­
s titu t io n a lity  o f w h ich was w ide ly  
questioned.

Then, the D epartm ent of Labor 
was on the job  and “ a le rt.”  I t  
sim ulated an order to create a 
new O ffice of Wage A d m in is tra ­
tion  so tha t wages could be frozen 
at once.

Just in Case anyone th ink:: th is  
m igh t have evoked protests from  
labor, A F L -C IO  President George 
Meany was on hand to sim ulate a 
no-strike pledge.

Obviously C iv il Defense thought, 
o f everyth ing. S t ill the d r i ll had 
its  moments o f d iff ic u lty . Fred 
A. Seaton, Secretary o f the In ­
te rio r, told of one instance o f 
“ panic.”  “ We had a bad m oment 
on Satu rday,”  he said, “ when we 
discovered th a t one o f the ‘bombs’ 
had demolished F o r t K nox and 
d is tribu ted  the na tion ’s gold sup­
p ly  a ll over the adjacent land ­
scape.”  But plans were qu ick ly  
made to send crews in to  the area 
to ga ther up the precious s tu ff.

A no ther upset in the smooth- 
ruiVning d r i ll occurred in New 
Jersey. The C iv il Defense D irec to r 
o f Readington Township and the 
S h e riff o f Hunterdon County got 
in to  troub le  w ith  the State Fed­
era tion o f Labor fo r  using C iv il 
Defense personnel to police a real 
s tr ik e  in M ilfo rd . Louis P. M ar- 
ciante, president o f the federa tion , 
threatened to w ith d ra w  union 
members fro m  C iv il Defense 
unless the Governor “ c learly

defined”  duties o f th is apparatus.
New Y ork  C ity  C iv il Defense 

D irec to r Robert E. Condon was 
ly r ic a l, i f  not accurate, in his 
praise o f th is  c ity ’s pa rtic ip a tion  
in O peration A le rt. He said “ i t  
was the best exercise I ’ve ob­
served in th is  area. A ll persons 
cooperated 100 per cent.”  On pain 
o f a m isdemeanor charge in ­
vo lv ing  ja il,  a fine o r both; people 
somewhat n a tu ra lly  “ cooperated.”  
But 19 pacifists repeated th e ir  
annual pro test and refused. They 
were arrested and taken to ja il 
—  th is  was not “ s im u la ted.”

A c tua lly , there is no defense 
aga inst an a ll-ou t nuclear attack. 
Th is fac t is so w ide ly  known, tha t 
the U.S. governm ent did not 
seriously pretend to be tes ting  
pro tection against H-bombs. A c ­
cord ing to Defense Secretary 
Charles E. W ilson, Operation 
A le r t  “ is designed to give the 
people o f our nation a bette r 
understand ing o f the problem s 
that m igh t exist in the event o f 
an a tta ck .1’ These problem s are 
spelled out in the presumed 
casualty figures — namely, hun­
dreds o f m illio ns  dead.

The real problem, therefore, is 
to prevent nuclear attack. And 
fo r th is it is necessary to know 
who it is tha t threatens to  un­
leash an H-bomb war. The U.S. 
B ig  Business governm ent o rgan­
ized O peration A le rt in  order to 
dram atize its  own version: the 
B ig  L ie  tha t the K re m lin  
threatens the peace o f the world

bv its  alleged plans to conquer 
the earth. T h is  lie has dominated 
U.S. po litics  fo r  the last eleven
years.

We socialists on the o ther hand 
say tha t the drive to W orld  W ar 
111 comes from  U.S. B ig  Business, 
which aim s to hu rl back the na­
tiona l independence revo lu tions 
against im peria lism  in Asia, 
A fr ic a  and I.a tin  Am erica. U.S. 
B ig  Business wants to reconquer 
China fo r  im p e ria lis t exp lo ita ­
tion . I t  also plans -to destroy the 
planned economy in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, which 
excludes Am erican p riva te  cap ita l 
investm ents.

A program  to pro tect the 
Am erican people from  atomic 
ann ih ila tion  was presented by the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  before 
the June 16 hearing o f the U.S. 
Senate Subcommittee on D is­
arm am ent held in M inneapolis. 
The SW P representative, Dorothy 
Schultz, demanded an im m ediate 
ha lt to nuclear weapons tests. 
She also demanded that Congress 
—  dominated as it is by B ig  
Business —  be deprived o f its  
w a r-m ak ing  powers. The peop'e. 
said M rs. Schultz, should decide 
the life  and death question of 
peace o r w ar th rough referendum  
vote.

In addition, a ll secret d iplom acy 
must be abolished. The Am erican 
people have a r ig h t to know w hat 
kind o f deals and threa ts  the 
State D epartm ent is cooking up 
behind closed doors.

New Terms 
Call for 
Long Pact

By Tom Kerry
NEW  YORK, July 27 —  

With the precision of a well- 
rehearsed stage play the cur­
ta in  appeared to  be d raw ing  on 
the one-m onth-old steel shu t­
down as reports  emanated today 
from  a has tily  called conference 
tha t an agreement between the 
steel corpora tions and the steel 
w o rkers  union was im m inen t.

A t  the beg inn ing o f the tie-up 
i t  was predicted th a t the lockou t 
would be b rie f. A u th o r ita tiv e  
W a ll S tree t spokesmen predicted 
i t  would las t fro m  a m onth to  
f iv e  weeks. The sti-ategy o f the 
corpora tions was to force a shu t­
down. T h e ir ta k e -it-o r- le a v e -it 
u ltim a tu m  to the union, hinged on 
a long-te rm  5-year pact, was ca l­
culated to force the union to 
s tr ik e  upon the te rm in a tio n  of 
the e x is ting  contract.

The ob ject o f the steel mono­
po lis ts  wak to set the stage fo r  
another price h ike in the face 
o f a declin ing  m arke t and ac­
cum u la ting  inven to ry . T h e i r  
s tra teg y  was , tw o fo ld : (1) To 
fo rce  a shutdown ~1n w h ich  the 
inven to ry  p iled  up in a n tic ip a ­
tion  o f the lockout was depleted, 
and (2 ) to use the p re te x t o f 
p idd ling  con tract concessions as 
ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  another price 
gouge which would m u lc t the 
public o f m illions  in the fo rm  
o f increased prices fo r  the thou­
sands o f steel products purchased 
by the consumer.

I t  is im possible to slake the 
unbrid led greed o f the W all 
S tree t money-sharks who mono­
polize the steel industry . E very 
sm all wage increase granted in 
the past has been used as a 
means to boost th e ir  skyrocke t­
ing p ro fits . The A p r i l issue of 
Steel Labor, fo r  example, d is ­
closes how the steel corpora tions 
“ made a neat p ro f it  on the wage 
increase la s t yea r.”

“ The theoretica l ‘cost’ to U.S. 
Steel o f the 1955 wage increase,”  
reports Stefcl Labor, “ was ap- 
o ro x im a te ly  30 m illio n  do lla rs —  
the actual cost was zero, because 
o f increased p ro du c tiv ity . B u t the 
corpora tion, im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w ­
in g  the wage increase, raised 
steel prices $7.50 per ton. Th is 
nrice increase brought in more 
than 96 m illion  do lla rs in addi­
tional; p ro fits  fo r  the last s ix  
months o f 1955 —  a clear p ro fit 
of 66 m illio n  do lla rs over and 
above the theore tica l ‘cost’ o f the 
wage increase.”

Reports now coming through 
on steel p ro f i t  figu res  fo r  the 
f ir s t  h a lf o f 1956 exceed the rec­
ord -break ing p ro f i t  levels o f 1955 
by substantia ! m arg ins. Yet, the 
steel barons have already an­
nounced th a t a price increase of 
from  $10 to $12 per ton w il l  im ­
m ediate ly fo llo w  the conclusion 
o f cu rre n t negotiations. The cor­
porations fo llo w  a consistent po l­
icy o f m aking “ a neat p ro f i t ”  on 
every l i t t le  concession granted 
the w orkers. Th is is the essence 
of the “ fre e ”  enterprise system 
as practiced by the p a y -tr io tic  
m onopolists.

A ccord ing to reports  com ing 
from  the wage conference now in 
session here, the corpora tions 
have “ re trea ted”  fro m  th e ir  ada­
m ant demand fo r  a 5-year con­
tra c t and are o ffe r in g  a 3-year 
pact instead. S tee lworkers p res i­
dent David J. M cDonald has in ­
dicated his “ ju b ila t io n ”  a t the 
new corpora tion o ffe r.

I f  there is any “ re tre a t”  on 
th is  score it  is on the part o f 
the union o ffic ia ls . A l l  o f the 
objections against the 5 -year 
pact are ju s t as va lid  against 
the proposed 3-year agreement. 
F o r behind the corpora tions de­
mand fo r a long-te rm  agreement 
is the desire to  s tra it- ja c k e t the 
union w h ile  they modernize and 
autom ate the in dus try  a t the ex­
pense o f the workers.
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BY LEON TROTSKY

Lessons of Spanish Revolutionary Struggle
[This article by Leon Trotsky was written in 1937 when the!*) 

Spanish Civil War was at its height. It  exposes to its roots the 
class-collaboration, “peoples front” politics of Stalinism which 
opened the road to a fascist victory in Spain. The article was first 
published in the U.S. in the Socialist Appeal, Jan. 8 and 15, It  ap­
peared in pamphlet form in India in 1948 under the title, “The 
Lesson of Spain — the Last Warning!” We republish it  now, not 
merely in connection with the 20th anniversary of the beginning of 
the Spanish Civil War, but as a timely contribution to the strug­
gle against the Stalinist politics of class peace, which is as 
treacherous and dangerous today as it ever was. —  Ed.]

W o rke rs  R ise  in  S p a in  A g a in s t  D espo tism  o f  F ra n c o

The m il ita ry  operations in 
E th io p ia , in  Spain, in  the Par 
E as t are being studied closely by 
a l l m il ita ry  s ta ffs , p repa ring  
themselves fo r  the g re a t fu tu re  
war. The ba ttle s  o f the Spanish 
p ro le ta ria t, heat lig h tn in g  flashes 
o f the fu tu re  w o rld  revo lu tion , 
should be no less a tte n tive ly  
stud ied by the revo lu tiona ry  
s ta ffs : on ly  under th is  condition 
w i l l  com ing events no t take us 
unawares.

Three conceptions fo u g h t— w ith  
uneven forces— in the so-callfed 
repub lican camp: Menshevism, 
Bolshevism  and A narch ism . So 
fa r  as the bourgeois repub lican 
pa rties  are concerned, they had 
n e ithe r independent ideas no r in ­
dependent p o lit ic a l sign ificance 
and m ainta ined themselves only 
on the back o f the  re fo rm is ts  
g ild  anarchists.

'Fu rtherm ore , i t  would no t be 
any k ind  o f exaggera tion  to  say 
tha 't > the leaders o f Spanish 
anarcho-syndica lism  d i d every­
th in g  to  repud iate th e ir  doctrine 
and v ir tu a lly  reduce its  s ig n if i­
cance to  zero, A c tu a lly  in  the 
so-called repub lican camp tw o 
doctrines fo u g h t: Menshevism 
and Bolshevism.

In  accordance w ith  the v ie w ­
p o in t o f the Socialists and S ta­
lin is ts , i.e., Mensheviks o f the 
f i r s t  ahd second m ob iliza tion , the 
Spanish revo lu tion  was to  have 
solved on ly its  “ dem ocra tic”  
tasks, fo r  which a s ing le  fro n t 
w ith  the “ dem ocratic”  bourgeoisie 
was necessary. F rom  th is  po in t 
o f view  every a tte m p t o f the p ro ­
le ta r ia t  to  go outside the lim its  
o f bourgeois democracy is not 
o n ly  prem ature bu t fa ta l.

M oreover, on the order o f the 
day stands no t the revo lu tion  b u t 
the  s trugg le  aga inst the insu r­
gent Franco. Fascism is “ reac­
t io n .”  A g a in s t “ reaction”  i t  is 
necessary to  un ite  a ll forces o f 
“ progress." Menshevism, its e lf  a 
branch o f bourgeois though t, does 
n o t have and does no t w ish to 
have any understand ing o f the 
fa c t th a t  fascism  is n o t feudal

b u t bourgeois reaction, th a t one 
can successfully f ig h t  aga inst 
bourgeois reaction o n l y  w ith  
forces and methods o f the p ro ­
le ta ria n  revo lu tion .

The Bolshevik p o in t o f view, 
consum m ately expressed on ly  by 
the young section o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, emanated fro m  the 
theo ry  o f perm anent revo lu tion , 
th a t is, th a t eveij pu re ly  demo­
c ra tic  problems, like  the liq u id a ­
t io n  o f sem i-feudal land-ow ner­
ship, cannot be solved w ith o u t 
the conquest o f power by the 
p ro le ta r ia t;,  bu t th is  in  tu rn  
places the soc ia lis t revo lu tion  on 
the o rder o f the  day.

M oreover ,’the Spanish w orkers  
themselves p o s e d  p rac tica lly , 
fro m  the f i r s t  stages o f the revo­
lu tion , n o t on ly  those problem s 
s im p ly  dem ocratic bu t those pu re ­
ly  soc ia lis t. The demand not to 
step ou t o f the bonds o f bour­
geois dem ocracy’ s ig n ifie s  in  ac­
tu a lity  no t a defense o f the  dem­
ocra tic  re vo lu tion  bu t a repud ia­
tio n  o f i t .

O n ly  th rough  an ove rtu rn  in 
ag ra ria n  re la tions could the peas­
a n try , the g re a t mass o f the pop­
u la tio n , have been transfo rm ed 
in to  a p o w e rfu l b u lw a rk  against 
fascism . B u t the land-owners are 
tied  w ith  ind isso lub le  bonds to 
the  bank ing  com m ercia l-indus­
t r ia l  bourgeoisie and bourgeois 
in te llig e n ts ia  dependent on them.

Thus the p a r ty  o f the p ro le ­
ta r ia t  faced the necessity o f a 
choice between being w ith  the 
peasant masses o r w ith  the lib ­
era l bourgeoisie. The inclusion 
o f the peasantry and the libe ra l 
bourgeoisie in  a common coa li­
tio n  could have been done w ith  
b u t a sing le  a im : to help the 
bourgeoisie deceive the peasantry 
and thus iso la te  the workers. 
The ag ra ria n  revo lu tion  could 
have been accomplished only 
aga inst the  bourgeoisie, hence 
on ly  th rough  measures o f the d ic­
ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t. There 
does not ex is t any k in d  o f m id­
dle, in te rm ed ia te  regime.

Oblivious to Leninism
From  the v iew po in t o f theory 

in  Spanish po litics , S ta lin  more 
than  an y th in g  astounds ond by 
h is com plete obliviousness to  the 
a lphabet o f  Lenin ism . A f te r  a 
lapse o f several decades— and 
w h a t decades!— the C om intern 
has fu l ly  re-established as proper 
the doctrine o f M enshevism .' 
M ore than th a t:  i t  has contrived 
to  g ive to th is  doctrine a more 
“ consistent”  and by th a t token a 
m ore absurd expression.

In  C za ris t Russia, on the eve 
o f 1905, the fo rm u la  o f “ pure ly  
dem ocratic re vo lu tion ”  had be­
h ind i t  in  any case im m easurably 
more argum ents tha n  in  1937 in 
Spain. No wronder th a t in  con­
tem po ra ry  Spain “ the libe ra l 
w o rke rs ’ p o lic y ”  o f Menshevism 
became a reactionary  a n ti-w o rk ­
in g  class po licy o f S ta lin ism . A t  
the  same tim e the doctrine o f the 
M ensheviks, th is  ca rica ture  o f 
M arx ism , was transfo rm ed in to  
a carica tu re  o f its e lf.

However, i t  w ou ld  be naive to 
th in k  th a t a t the basis o f the 
p o litic s  o f the Com intern in  Spain 
the re  lies a theore tica l “ m istake.”  
iS ta lin ism  ru les n o t th rou gh  the 
theo ry  o f M arx ism , o r th rough  
iany k in d  o f theory  in  general, but 
b y  the em p irica l in te rests o f the 
S ov ie t bureaucracy. In  th e ir  own 
c irc le  the  Soviet cynics laugh  at 
D im ftro v ’s “ ph ilosophy”  o f the 
People’s F ron t. B u t they  have

a t th e ir  disposal fo r  deceiving the 
masses num erous s t  a f f  s o f 
preachers o f th is  ho ly  fo rm u la , 
sincere ones and cheats, s im ple­
tons and charla tans.

Lou is F ischer w ith  his igno­
rance and se lf-sa tis fac tion , w ith  
his p rov inc ia l reasoning and o r­
ganic deafness to  revo lu tion  is 
the m ost repuls ive representative 
o f th is  un a ttra c tive  f ra te rn ity  
“ The u n i o n  o f progressive 
fo rces!”  “ The tr iu m p h  o f the idea 
o f the People’s F ro n t ! ”  “ The as­
sau lt o f the T ro ts k y is ts  on the 
u n ity  o f the an ti-fa sc is t ra n k s !” . 
W ho w i l l  believe th a t the Com­
m unist M an ifesto  was w r itte n  90 
years ago?

The theoretic ians o f the Peo­
p le ’s F ro n t in essence do not go 
fu r th e r  than the f i r s t  ru le  o f 
a rith m e tic , th a t is, add ition : the 
to ta l o f “ Com m unists,”  Socialists, 
A na rch is ts  and libe ra ls  is g re a t­
e r than each one separately. 
Such is a ll th e ir  w isdom. A r i t h ­
m etic , however, is n o t  s u f f i­
c ien t in th is  problem . Mechanics, 
a t least, is necessary: the law  o f 
the pa ra lle logram  o f forces has 
v a lid ity  also in po litics . The re ­
su ltan t, as is known, is the s h o rt­
er the more the com peting forces 
diverge fro m  each other. When 
p o lit ic a l a llie s  p u ll in  opposite 
d irections, the resu ltan t can prove 
equal to zero.

A  bloc o f d iffe re n t po litica l

A general strike in Barcelona in 
the spring of 1951 involving 
300.000 workers showed that the 
militant spirit of the Spanish 
workers still lived after over a 
decade of Franco’s barbarous 
rule. In this strike scene, two 
strikers had been killed by the 
fascist police. On Feb. 7 of this 
year students at the University 
of Madrid battled the fascists 
with rocks and sticks. In April, 
the northern provinces of Spain 
were hit with general strikes that 
revealed the deep crisis that is 
rocking Franco's Spain.

®---------------------------------------------------------------- . '

20th Anniversary 
SpanishCivil W ar

An Editorial

'T h e  prem ise common to  a ll 
trends in  the Russian Social Dem­
ocra tic  p a r ty  was th a t  Russia 
faced a bourgeois revo lu tion  p ro ­
duced by the  con trad ic tion  be­
tween the developm ent o f the 
productive  forces o f ca p ita lis t so­
c ie ty  and the ou tlived  sem i-feu­
dal re la tions, p a r tic u la r ly  in  the 
countryside. F rom  th is  the M en­
sheviks, (P lekbanov, A xe lrod , Za- 
eu litch ) advanced the v iew po in t 
th a t to  the  lib e ra l bourgeoisie, 
as the  c la im an t to  power, be long ' 
ed the  lead ing ro le  in  the im ­
pending revo lu tion . A ccord ing  to 
th is  the  p a r ty  o f the w o rk in g  
class was to  be the le f t  agency 
o f the  bourgeoisie in  the crea­
t io n  o f a bourgeois dem ocratic 
fram ew ork .

The Bolsheviks on the o ther 
hand m ainta ined th a t the  lib e ra ­
t io n  o f  the peasantry fro m  the 
fe tte rs  o f  sem i-feudal ag ra rian  
re la tio ns  and the dem ocra tiza­
t io n  o f the  S tate could on ly  be 
rea lized in  in tra n s ig e n t s tru g ­
gle  a g a in s t the  ljhe rq l. bourgeoisie

by the  revo lu tiona ry  a lliance o f 
the  w o rk in g  class and the peas­
a n try . T he  resu ltin g  reg im e Lenin 
characterized as the “ dem ocratic 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the  p ro le ta r ia t 
and the peasantry.”

The th ird  pos ition  was th a t o f 
T ro ts k y  who w h ile  agreeing w ith  
Len in  reg a rd ing  the re la tionsh ip  
o f the  various classes in the dem­
ocra tic  revo lu tion  held th a t the 
dem ocratic revo lu tion  could be 
consummated on ly by p lac ing  the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  pow er supported 
b y  the peasantry. B u t the  w o rk ­
in g  class placed in  power by the 
dynam ics o f the dem ocratic rev­
o lu tion  could not l im it  its e lf  on ly 
to  the c a rry in g  ou t o f the demo­
c ra tic  tasks b u t w ould proceed 
to  accomplish its  own, socia lis t 
tasks. Hence the dem ocratic rev­
o lu tion  develops un in te rru p te d ly  
in to  the soc ia lis t revo lu tion . U n ­
der the  guidance o f Lenin, the 
B o lshevik  P a rty  adopted th is  
perspective in  A p r i l 1917, thus 
o rie n tin g  its e lf  tow a rd  the p ro le ­
ta r ia n  seizure o f power.

groups o f the w o rk in g  class is 
com plete ly indispensable fo r  the 
so lu tion  o f common prac tica l 
problems. U nder certa in  h is to ric ­
a l conditions such a bloc is capa­
b le  o f a ttra c tin g  to  its e lf  the 
oppressed a n d  pe tty-bourgeo is 
masses whose in te rests are close 
to  the in te res ts  o f the p ro le ta r ia t. 
The general fo rce  o f such a bloc 
can prove to be im m easurably 
s tronger than the  fo rce  o f each 
o f its  component parts .

'On the  con tra ry , th e  p o lit ic a l 
union o f the  p ro le ta r ia t w ith  the  
bourgeoisie, whose in te rests  in 
the  present epoch d iverge upon 
basic questions a t an angle o f

180 degrees, is capable, as a  gen­
e ra l ru le , o f on ly  pa ra lyz ing  the 
revo lu tiona ry  fo rce  o f  the  p ro le ­
ta r ia t.

C iv il w ar, w here  the fo rce  o f 
bare coercion has l i t t le  v a lid ity , 
demands the s p ir it  o f the h ighest 
se lf-den ia l fro m  its  pa rtic ipan ts . 
The w o rke rs  and peasants are 
capable o f assuring v ic to ry  on ly 
i f  the y  c a rry  on a s trugg le  fo r  
th e ir  own libe ra tion . U nde r these 
conditions, to  subord ina te  the 
p ro le ta r ia t to  the  leadership of 
the bourgeoisie means be fore­
hand to  assure its  defeat in  the 
c iv il war.

Allied With the Shadow
These sim ple tru th s  are least 

o f a ll the f r u i t  o f pure theo­
re tica l analysis. On the con tra ry , 
they  represent the unassailable 
conclusion o f the  whole h is to rica l 
experience, beg inn ing , a t least, 
w ith  1848. The newest h is to ry  o f 
■bourgeois society is f ille d  w ith  
a ll fo rm s  o f the “ People’s F ro n t,”  
i.e., w ith  th e  m ost diverse po­
li t ic a l com binations fo r  the de­
ception o f the to ile rs . The Span­
ish  experience is b u t a new tra g ic  
lin k  in  th is  chain o f crim es and 
betrayals.

P o lit ic a lly  m ost s tr ik in g  is  the 
fa c t th a t in the Spanish People’s 
F ro n t there  was n o t in  essence 
a pa ra lle log ram  o f fo rces: the 
place o f the bourgeoisie was oc­
cupied b y  its  shadow. Through 
the agency o f the S ta lin is ts , So­
c ia lis ts , a n d  A narch is ts , the 
Spanish bourgeoisie subordinated 
the p ro le ta r ia t to its e lf, n o t even 
tro u b lin g  its e lf  to  p a rtic ip a te  in 
the People’s F ro n t: the over­
w he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f the e x p lo it­
ers o f a ll po litica l shades openly 
w ent over in to  the camp o f 
Franco.

W ith o u t Iany recourse to  the 
theory  o f “ perm anent revo lu ­
tio n ,”  the Spanish bourgeoisie 
from  (the very be g inn ing  under­
stood 1 th a t the revo lu tiona ry  
movement o f the masses, no m a t­
te r  w h a t is its  in it ia l po in t, is 
d irected against p riva te  p ro pe rty , 
in  land and in  the means o f  p ro ­
duction and th a t i t  is  u tte r ly  im ­
possible to  cope w ith  th is  m ove­
m ent by dem ocratic measures.

In  the repub lican camp re ­

m ained, the re fo re , on iy  in s ig ­
n if ic a n t sp lin te rs  fro m  the  pos­
sessing classes, Messrs. Azana, 
Companys, and th e ir  lik e — po­
li t ic a l law yers  o f the bourgeoisie 
b u t no t the  bourgeoisie itse lf. 
H a v ing  placed its  stake fu lly  
upon a m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip , the 
possessing classes were able 'a t  
the same tim e  to  make use o f 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l representatives Of 
yesterday in  o rder to  paralyze, 
d isorganize and a fte rw a rd  s t if le  
the socia lis t m ovem ent o f the 
masses upon “ repub lican”  te r ­
r ito ry .

N o longer representing in the 
s lig h te s t degree the Spanish 
bourgeoisie, the le f t  Republicans 
s t i l l  less represented the w o rk ­
ers and peasants. They repre­
sented no one b u t themselves. 
However, thanks to th e ir  allies 
the Socialists, S ta lin is ts  and A n ­
arch ists, these p o lit ic a l phantom s1 
played the  decisive ro le  in  the 
revo lu tion . H ow ? V e ry  s im p ly : 
in  the capacity o f in ca rn a ting  the 
p rinc ip le  o f the “ dem ocratic re v ­
o lu tion ,”  i.e., the in v io la b ility  of 
p riva te  prope rty .

The reasons fo r  the  rise o f the 
Spanish People’s F ro n t and its  
inne r mechanics are en tire ly  
clear. The problem  fa c in g  the re ­
t ire d  leaders o f the le f t  w in g  of 
the bourgeoisie consisted in  stop­
p ing  the revo lu tion  o f the  masses 
and thus ga in in g  the  los t con fi­
dence o f the exp lo ite rs : “ W hy 
do you need Franco i f  we, the 
Republicans, can do the same 
th in g ? ”

Secret ot Stalin’s Power in Spain
The in te res ts  o f  Azana and 

Companys fu l ly  coincided a t th is  
cen tra l po in t w ith  the in te rests 
o f S ta lin  who needed to  ga in  the 
confidence o f the  French and 
B r it is h  bourgeoisie by p ro v in g  to  
them  in  action his a b ili ty  to  p re ­
serve “ o rder”  aga inst “ anarchy.”  
S ta lin  needed Azana and Com­
panys as ia cove ring  be fore the 
w o rke rs : ; iS ta lin h im se lf, o f 
course, is  fo r  socialism , b u t one 
should n o t .push aside th e  repub­
lican bourgeoisie 1

A zana and Com panys needed 
S ta lin  as an experienced execu­
tio n e r w ith  the a u th o r ity  o f a 
re vo lu tio n is t: w ith o u t th is  they, 
an in s ig n if ic a n t lo t,  would never 
have been capable o f a ttack ing  
the w orkers. They w ou ld  no t have 
dared. The tra d it io n a l re fo rm is ts  
o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l, long 
ago th row n  o f f  the ra ils  by  the 
course o f the class strugg le , be­
gan to  fee l a new tide  o f co n fi­
dence, thanks to  the  support o f 
Moscow. However, th is  support 
was given no t to  a ll re fo rm is ts  
bu t on ly  to  the more reactionary  
ones. Caballero represented th a t 
face o f the Socia list P a rty  which 
was tu rned  tow a rd  the  w o rkers ’ 
aris tocracy. N e g rin  and P rie to  
a lways looked tow ards the bour­
geoisie.

N e g rin  won over Caballero 
w ith  the help o f Moscow. The le ft  
socia lists and anarch ists, the cap­
tives o f the People’s F ro n t, tr ie d  
it, is  true , to save w h a t could be 
saved o f democracy. B u t since

the y  did  no t dare to  m obilize the 
masses aga inst the gendarmes of 
the People’s F ro n t, th e ir  e ffo rts  
a t the end were reduced to  -woe­
fu l jerem iads. The 'S ta lin is ts  thus 
proved to  be in  a lliance w ith  the 
m ore r ig h t is t ,  openly bourgeois, 
w in g  o f the  S oc ia lis t P a rty . 
They directed th e ir  repressions 
against the le f t :  The PO UM , the 
A narch is ts , the “ le f t ”  Socialists, 
i.e., aga inst the  c e n tris t g roup ­
ings who re flected, though  in  a 
rem ote degree, the  pressure o f 
the  re vo lu tio n a ry  masses.

T h is  p o lit ic a l fa c t, ve ry  s ig ­
n if ic a n t in  its e lf,  reveals a t the 
same tim e  the  exten t o f the de­
generation o f the  Com intern d u r­
in g  the past years. W e once de­
fine d  S ta lin ism  as bureaucratic 
centrism , and events gave a se­
rie s  o f proofs as to  the  correct­
ness o f th is  d e fin ition . B u t now 
i t  has obviously become obsolete. 
A lre a d y  the in te rests  o f the Bon- 
a p a rt is t bureaucracy w il l  no t rec­
oncile w ith  the  cen tris t h a lf-w a y  
po licy.

S earch ing f o r  reconc ilia tion  
w ith  the  bourgeoisie, the  S ta lin ­
is t  clique is  capable o f en tering  
an a lliance on ly  w ith  the  more 
conservative group ings o f the in ­
te rna tion a l w o rkers ’ aris tocracy.
Thus th e  cou n te r-revo lu tiona ry
character o f  S ta lin ism  on an in ­
te rn a tio n a l arena expressed i t ­
se lf d e fin itiv e ly .

W e .thus closely approach the 
so lu tion  o f the  en igm a o f how 
and- w h y  the  leadership o f the

“ Com m unist”  P a rty  o f Spain, in ­
s ig n if ic a n t jn  numbers and level, 
proved capable o f ga th e rin g  in to  
its  hands a ll levers o f power, in  
face o f the incom parab ly more 
pow erfu l o rgan iza tions o f the So­
c ia lis ts  and A narch is ts . The 
usual exp lana tion  th a t the S ta ­
lin is ts  m ere ly  -bartered Soviet 
weapons fo r  pow er is extrem e ly 
sup erfic ia l. For. the  supply o f 
arm s Moscow received Spanish 
gold. A ccord ing  to  the law s o f 
the ca p ita lis t m arke t, th is  is su f­
f ic ie n t. How then did (Stalin con­
tr iv e  to  ge t power also in to  the 
ba rga in  ? In  reply, to  th is  we are 
com m only to ld : having ra ised its  
a u th o rity  in  the eyes o f the mass­
es by fu rn is h in g  m il ita ry  sup­
plies, the  S ov ie t governm ent ask­
ed as the  conditions o f its  “ co l­
labo ra tion ”  d r a s t i c  measures 
aga inst revo lu tion is ts  and thus 
removed dangerous opponents 
fro m  its  path.

A l l  th is  is com ple te ly in d is ­
putable b u t th is  is b u t  one, and 
a t th a t the less im p o rta n t, aspect 
o f the m atte r. In  spite o f the “ au­
th o r i ty ”  created by the  Soviet

and m et w ith  eve r-g row ing  ha­
tred  on the p a r t  o f the w orkers. 
On the o ther hand, i t  is in s u f­
f ic ie n t th a t Moscow p u t up condi­
tions ; i t  was necessary th a t 
Valencia accept them. In th is  is 
the essence o f the m atte r.

N o t on ly  Zamora, Companys 
and iN egrin, bu t Caballero, d u r­
in g  his incumbency as prem ier, 
a ll o f them more o r less read ily  
m et ,the demands o f Moscow. 
W hy? Because these gentlem en 
themselves wished to  keep 'the 
revo lu tion  w ith in  bourgeois lim its . 
N o t on ly  the socia lists bu t the 
A na rch is ts  as w e ll d id  no t se 
r io us ly  (oppose the S ta lin is t p ro ­
gram . They feared a break w ith  
the  bourgeoisie. They were death' 
ly  a fra id  o f every revo lu tiona ry  
onslaught o f  the workers.

IStalin w ith  h is arm s and w ith  
his coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  u lt im a ­
tum  was ia sav ior fo r  these 
groups. He guaranteed them, as 
they hoped, m il ita ry  v ic to ry  over 
Franco and a t the same tim e he 
freed them  fro m  respons ib ility  
fo r  the course o f the revo lu tion . 
They hastened to  p u t th e ir  so­
c ia lis t and anarch is t masks in to  
the closet in the hope o f m aking 
use o f them  again when Moscow 
re-established bourgeois democ­
racy fo r  them.

A s  the fin is h in g  touch to th e ir  
com fort, these gentlemen could 
fro m  now on ju s t i fy  th e ir  be­
tra y a l to the w o rkers  by the nec­
essity fo r  a m il ita ry  agreem ent 
w ith  S ta lin . IS ta lin on his p a rt 
ju s t if ie d  his counter-revo lu tion  
a ry  po litics  by  the necessity fo r  
an agreem ent w ith  the repub-supplies, the  (Spanish Com m unist 

P a rty  rem ained a sm all m in o r ity  i lfcan bourgeoisie

Two Irreconcilable Programs
O nly  from  th is  w id e r po in t o f 

v iew  does th a t angelic to le ra tio n  
w h ich  such kn ig h ts  o f r ig h t  and 
freedom  as Azana, N e g rin , Com­
panys, Caballero, Garcia O live r 
and others showed tow a rd  the 
crim es o f the GPU become clear 
to  us. I f  they had no o ther choice 
as they a ff irm , i t  was no t atinall 
because they could n o t pay fo r  
the airp lanes and tanks other 
than w ith  the heads o f the revo­
lu tio n is ts  and r ig h ts  o f the w o rk ­
ers, bu t because th e ir  own “ pure­
ly  dem ocratic.”  i.e., an ti-soc ia lis t 
p rog ram , could no t toe realized 
by o ther measures except through- 
te rro r.

When the  workers and peas­
ants en te r on the ipath o f T H E IR  
revo lu tion  i.e., to  take posses­
sion o f  the fac to ries , p rope rty , 
d r ive  ou t the  old owners, seize 
power in  the provinces, then the 
bourgeois coun te r-revo lu tion  —  
dem ocratic, S ta lin is t, o r Fascist, 
the re  is no d iffe rence  —  has no 
o ther means 'to stop th is  move­
m ent except by bloody force, 
complemented by lies and deceit. 
The advantage enjoyed by the 
S ta lin is t clique on th is  road con­
sisted in  i t s  a b il i ty  to  use a t 
once methods which were not 
w ith in  the capacity o f Azana, 
Companys, N e g rin  and th e ir  le f t  
a llies.

T w o irreconc ilab le  program s 
thus  fo u g h t on the  te r r ito ry  of 
republican Spain. On the one 
hand, the p rogram  o f saving p r i­
vate p ro p e rty  fro m  the  p ro le ta r­
ia t  a t any cost and— to  the exten t 
possible— saving democracy from  
F ranco ; on the  o ther hand, the 
p ro g ra m  o f abolish ing p riva te  
p ro pe rty  th rou gh  the conquest o f 
power b y  th e  p ro le ta ria t.

The f i r s t  p ro g ra m  expressed 
the in te rests o f cap ita l th rough  
the agency o f the w o rkers ’ a ris ­
tocracy, Hie top  c ircles o f the 
p e tty  bourgeoisie and especially

"Appointed
Atheists"

The Warsaw student news­
paper, Po Prostu, charged 
July 18 that many Communist 
Party members, officials and 
others in Poland are “atheists 
by appointment.” Rejecting 
religion only to further a 
career, the newspaper said, the 
official atheist “frequents 
church in disguise, is married 
at night in an empty chapel, 
baptizes his children by send­
ing them to visit relatives and 
prays behind closed shutters 
and under the quilt.”

th rou gh  the Soviet bureaucracy 
The second p rog ram  transla ted 
in to  ' Ke language o f M arx ism  ex­
pressed the no t fu l ly  conscious 
b u t p o w e rfu l tendencies o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent o f the 
masses. U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the 
revo lu tion , between the hand fu l 
o f Bolsheviks and the revo lu tion ­
a ry  p ro le ta r ia t, stood the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  w a ll o f the People’s 
F ron t.

The po litics  o f the  People’s 
F ro n t was defined in tu rn , not 
a t a ll by the  'b lackm ail o f S ta lin  
as a supp lie r o f arm s. There was, 
o f course, no lack o f b lackm ail. 
B u t the reason fo r  the success 
o f th is  blackm ail is lodged in 
the inne r conditions o f the revo­
lu tio n  its e lf.  The g ro w in g  on­
s laugh t o f the masses against 
the reg im e o f sem i-feudal and 
bourgeois p ro p e rty  was, du ring  
s ;x  whole years, its  social back­
ground.

The need to  defend th is  proper­
ty  b y  the severest means th rew  
the bourgeoisie in to  the arm s o f 
Franco. The repub lican govern­
m ent prom ised the bourgeoisie to 
defend p ro pe rty  by “ dem ocratic”  
measures b u t revealed, especially 
in  J u ly  1936, its  fu l l  bankruptcy. 
W hen the s itu a tio n  on the p ro p ­
e rty  f r o n t  became s t i l l  more 
th rea ten ing  than on the m il ita ry  
fro n t, the dem ocrats o f a ll col­
ors, in c lu d in g  the A narch is ts , 
bowed be fo re  S ta lin ; and he 
found no o the r methods in  his 
own arsenal than the  m ethods o f 
Franco.

The b a it in g  o f the “ T ro ts k y ­
is ts ,”  P O U M ists, revo lu tiona ry  
A na rch is ts  and le f t  Socia lists; 
the f i l t h y  slander, fa lse  docu­
ments, to rtu re s  in  S ta lin is t holes, 
m urders in  dark a lleys— w ith o u t 
a ll th is  the  bourgeois regim e, 
under the republican fla g , could 
n o t have lasted even tw o months. 
The G PU proved to be the m aster 
o f the s itua tion  on ly  because i t  
defended more consistently than 
the others, i.e., w ith  the greatest 
baseness and b loodth irs tiness, the 
in te rests o f the  bourgeoisie 
aga inst the p ro le ta ria t.

In  the s tru g g le  aga inst the so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  the “ dem ocra t”  
K erensky iat f i r s t  sought support 
in the m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
K o rn ilo v , then tr ie d  to en ter 
P e trograd  in  the baggage-tra in  
o f the m onarch ist general K ra s ­
nov. On the o ther hand, the B o l­
sheviks, in  o rder to b r in g  the 
dem ocratic revo lu tion  to a con­
clusion, were compelled to over­
th ro w  the governm ent o f “ demo­
c ra tic ”  charla tans and babblers. 
Through th is  they in c iden ta lly  
p u t an. end to  every k in d  o f a t-

On this 20,th anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Spanish Civil War, which Franco began July 18, 1936, we 
reprint “ The Lesson of Spain — The Last Warning.”  This 
penetrating analysis of the Spanish events is fu lly  relevant 
fo r today. It has significance for the Spanish workers who 
earlier this year gave inspiring evidence that 20 years of 
the fascist boot have not crushed their revolutionary 
spirit. And it has equal value for the workers living under 
“democratic”  capitalism.

For the Spanish workers, the civil war was not simply 
an “anti-fascist” struggle. They began with the correct 
perspective of defeating fascism by abolishing the capital­
ist system from which it springs. But their official leaders 
— Stalinist, Social Democrats, Anarchists —  diverted 
them from that aim for the sake of “unity” with the liberal 
capitalists. It  was this fatal course that assured Franco’s 
victory.

Spain proved the bankruptcy of the Stalinist “ popular 
fron t”  policy. Yet i t  remains thg basic policy of the Com­
munist parties, under the new label, “ peoples’ coalition.”  
To ju s tify  th is continued advocacy of class collaboration, 
the CP leaders must s till defend its consequences in Spain.

W riting on the 20th anniversary of the Civil War 
in the July 22 Worker, Joseph North proudly proclaims 
that the Popular Front government gave the .revolution “ a 
direction roughly approximating our New Deal. I t  did not 
seek a socialist solution or an anarchist solution.”

When the fascist uprising began the workers realized 
they could not rely on the capitalist government to smash 
it and they sw iftly organized the union and party m ilitias 
that dealt Franco his in itia l setbacks. But North boastfully 
confirms that “ The Spanish Communists became the firs t 
protagonists of a unified army command responsible to 
the Popular Front government and to it  alone.”

There is one significant omission from North’s recita­
tion of the Stalinists’ pro-capitalist record in Spain. Now 
absent is the once standard Stalinist slander tha t the 
defeat in Spain was due to the activities of “ Franco’s 
Trotskyite fifth , column.”  True, Khrushchev’s admission 
that the Moscow Trials were frame-ups makes d ifficu lt the 
fu rther spread of this poisonous slander which was con­
ceived in the atmosphere of the tria ls.

But the “fifth  column” charge was more than a 
frame-up of the Trotskyists who were a political minority 
in Spain. I t  was the cloak for the criminal Stalinist cam­
paign to smash all revolutionary acts of the mass of the 
Spanish workers. Tens of thousands of revolutionary 
Spanish workers were jailed and shot behind the lines 
under the infamous banner of “combatting the fifth  
column.”

This is one of the most b itte r lessons of the Spanish 
C ivil War. “ Coalition” of workers parties w ith the capital­
ists is betrayal at any time. In revolutionary periods it  
becomes a gang-up for th,e suppression of the revolutionary 
workers movement.

. . .  SOCIALIST REVIEW
(Continued from  page 1) 

traces the h is to ry  o f the m ag­
azine th ro u g h  the d i f f ic u lt  war 
years and de ta ils  'the key ro le  
i t  played in  consolida ting the new 
forces o f T ro tsky ism  th a t em erg­
ed from  the Second W orld  W ar.

A f te r  discussing some o f the 
considerations th a t have p ro m p t­
ed the cu rre n t change o f name 
the  IS R  ed ito rs g ive a v iv id  ac­
count o f the h is to ry  o f the o r ig ­
ina l In te rn a tio n a l S ocia lis t Re­
v iew  fro m  which the  new name 
was taken. The “ o ld”  IS R  f i r s t  
appeared in  J u ly  1900 and ran 
u n t il -February 1918. The h is to ry  
o f the m agazine reads lik e  a 
h is to ry  o f the  w o rld  soc ia lis t 
m ovem ent th rou gh ou t those c ru ­
c ia l 18 years. A  fa sc in a tin g  s to ry  
is to ld  o f the re fle c tion  o f the 
g re a t tides o f w o rld  socia lis t 
th o u g h t and action in  the pages 
o f the magazine.

I n  its  e a rly  period the m ag­
azine was under the ed ito rsh ip  
o f A . M. Simons and then Charles 
H . K e rr. C on tribu to rs  o f th a t 
period “ cons titu te  a ros te r o f 
the  g re a t f ig u re s  in  the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l."

T he  magazine then passed 
th rou gh  a period w h ich reflected

tem p t a t m il ita ry  (o r  “ fasc is t” ) 
d ic ta to rsh ip .

The Spanish revo lu tion  again 
dem onstrates th a t i t  is  im possi­
ble to  defend democracy against 
•the re vo lu tio n a ry  masses o ther 
than by the m e^iods o f fasc is t 
reaction. A nd vice versa, i t  is  im ­
possible to  lead the actua l s tru g ­
gle aga inst fascism  o th e r than 
by methods o f the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion . S ta lin  waged w ar 
aga inst “ T ro tsky ism ”  (p ro le ta r­
ian re vo lu tio n ), destroy ing  de­
mocracy by the  B onapartis t meas­
ures o f the GPU.

B y  th is , again and d e fin itiv e ly  
is ove rth row n the old M enshevik 
theory , adopted by the  Com intern, 
w h ich  divides the dem ocratic and 
socia lis t revo lu tions in to  tw o  in ­
dependent h is to rica l chapters, 
separated in  t im e  fro m  each 
other. The w o rk  o f the Moscow 
executioners con firm s, in  its  own 
way, the correctness o f the theo­
ry  o f perm anent revo lu tion .

(To toe concluded ne x t week)

the rise o f the IW W  movement. 
“ A  new ga la xy  o f revo lu tiona ry  
f ig u re s  appeared among its  w r i t ­
ers.”

The h is to ry  o f the m agazine is 
fu r th e r  traced th rou gh  the c ris is  
o f the outbreak o f W o rld  W ar I,  
the s trugg le  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  in ­
te rna tion a lism  d u rin g  the  w a r 
and the outbreak o f the Russian 
Revolution.

“ N o t u n til Janua ry  1918 do the 
names o f Len in  and T ro tsky  
show up”  the  IS R  editors re ­
po rt, ‘ tbut then they a t once dom­
inate the magazine. In  the Feb­
ru a ry  issue the lead a rtic le  is a 
re p r in t o f the pre face to  T ro t­
sky ’s “ The Bolshevik i and W orld  
Peace.”

The sum m er issue o f the “ new”  
In te rn a tio n a l S oc ia lis t Review  
w ill fea tu re  a num ber o f a rtic les  
under the general heading o f the 
“ V ind ica tion  o f T ro tsky ism .”  A r ­
tic les ana lyz ing  t h e  Poznan 
events, the Khrushchev speech, 
the new developments in  the  -So- 
v e it  U n ion are am ong its  con­
tents. T ro ts k y ’s im p o rta n t theo­
re tica l a rtic le  on the concept o f 
the  USSR as a w o rke rs ’ state ap­
pears in  the m agazine's A rsena l 
o f M arx ism . The a rtic le , f i r s t  
published in  the J u ly  1935 New 
In te rn a tio n a l, deals w ith  the 
problem  o f T he rm ido r and Bona­
pa rtism . A no the r in s ta llm e n t o f 
J. P. Cannon’s inva luab le  le tte rs  
to  a  h is to ria n  on the h is to ry  o f  
Am erican Communism is also in  
the  tab le  o f  contents. The IS R  
w til con tinue to sell fo r  350 per 
copy and can be obtained by w r i t ­
in g  to  th e  In te rn a tio n a l Socia list 
Review, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, New Y o rk . Sub­
sc rip tion  ra te  is  $1.25 fo r  one 
year.

Los Angeles
“The Khrushchev Program 

Of Co-Existence and 
America’s Road to Socialism”,

Speaker:
Milton Alvin

Fri., Aug. 3 -8 :1 5  P. M.
2936 West 8th St.

Next to Channing Hall 
Questions Discussion
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American Dollar Democracy
We have in the past commented on the 

crocodile tears so copiously shed in Wash­
ington on behalf of the East European 
countries. We have never been taken in 
by the State Department’s pretended con­
cern for the freedom of the Kremlin’s 
satellites. U,.S. imperialism has its own 
satellites whose peoples it dominates, and 
plunders.

A ll of this was underscored again last 
week at President Eisenhower’s “ informal” 
Panama conference with the Latin Amer­
ican heads of state. The purpose of the 
conference was to exchange ideas on what 
is needed to make U.S.-Latin American 
ties “ stronger.”

How much stronger Washington wants 
to make the “ ties” is rather d ifficu lt to 
determine since American Big Business 
has Central and South America pretty well 
tied up already. Back in 1938, 37% of 
Latin American imports came from the 
U.S. By 1953, it  was 50%. Between 1949 
and 1954, U.S. investments in Latin Amer­
ica rose from about $4.5 billion to over 
$6 billion.

Today, the U.S. grip on Latin Amer­
ican economy is even tighter. And the 
misery of the people has risen propor­
tionately. According to the July 22 N. Y- 
Times1, the situation there is “ translated 
into the inflation and a skyrocketing cost 
of living which sap th  strength and de­
velopment capacity of a m ajority of the 
republics.”

When the Times speaks of “ republics” 
it  is admittedly using the word a b it 
loosely. According to the paper’s own 
estimate, only five of the 20 Latin Amer­
ican countries are what it  calls “ stable 
democracies,”  while the rest are either 
dictatorships or “ unsettled regimes.”

A lis t of those attending the conference

included some of the bloodiest tyrants in 
contemporary history. Among those 
present, fo r instance, were Cal. Armas of 
Guatemala, who w ith U.S. government 
backing last year overthrew the legally- 
elected government of his country by force 
and violence. Last month, Armas’ cops 
shot into a crowd of demonstrating 
students, k illing  five.

Also present was Dictator T ru jillo  of 
the Dominican Republic. I t  is at least 
doubtful whether Eisenhower enquired of 
T ru jillo  as to  the whereabouts of the 
missing Professor Galindez. Opponents of 
T ru jillo  have repeatedly charged that the 
dictator’s agents in the U.S. abducted and 
murdered Galindez.

'Late in arriving fo r the get-together 
was Pinila, m ilitary dictator of Columbia. 
Press reports indicate widespread popular 
opposition to his regime. The July 22 
N. Y. Times publicized a letter from a 
U.S. business man in Columbia confirming 
accounts of how on Feb. 5, the police in 
Bogota threw opponents of Pinila into a 
bull ring.

Crowd's at the bull fig h t were vocally 
expressing the ir opposition to the regime 
when the business man saw “a body fly ing 
through the air. I t  started from the 
highest concrete steps in the bull ring, 
drew an arc and landed abruptly on the 
concrete steps ten feet below.”

Police picked the body up and continued 
■to toss it further down the stains. The 
letter then told of hearing “ inhuman 
shrieks” from other parts of the bull ring 
and the w riter later learned that police 
had “seized demonstrators and tossed 
them over the side of the outer rim ” to 
fa ll about 75 feet below.

Such in the condition of freedom in 
Washington’s satellites.

Stuck W ith a Frame-Up
A fte r three days of silence about the 

Poznan workers’ uprising of June 28, the 
Daily Worker, July 2, ran a stoi-y and an 
editorial about this momentous event. The 
editorial, called j'The Poznan Tragedy,” 
offered the. noisou-nf  slander in a .sweet 
and syrupy brew. deepest sympathy,”  
it  said, “ goes out to the Poznan workers 
whose long-neglected needs were manipu­
lated to explode into violence.”  (our em­
phasis.)

The editorial went on to repeat the 
officia l Stalinist frame-up lie point fo r 
point. “ There is considerable evidence,” it  
said, “ from the fact that the riots occurred 
in Poznan at the time of the international 
fa ir when many westerners would be 
present, also from the availability of arms 
and the targets of the riots, that this was 
•no ‘spontaneous’ uprising but a long- 
planned instigation.”

This “considerable evidence” is no 
evidence at all. It  is a set of amalgams, 
the linking of unrelated things to create a 
sinister appearance. In other words, a 
frame-up.

Point one of the “ considerable evidence”  
amassed by the Daily Worker editors is 
the pure assertion tha t because a trade 
fa ir took place in Poznan at the time of 
the workers’ general strike, and because 
this brought “ many westerners”  into the 
city, therefore the workers were “manipu­
lated” into the ir uprising by imperialist 
agents.

When the June 17, 1953 East German 
workers’ uprising took place, the Stalinists 
claimed that the proxim ity o f East Berlin 
to West Berlin was “considerable evidence” 
that spies and provocateurs had played the 
leading role in the workers’ struggle.

What kind of reasoning and what kind 
of evidence is this i f  not the kind used in 
the Moscow Frame-Up Trials? And how 
does th is kind of evidence d iffe r from that 
used to “ prove”  Lenin was a “ German 
spy”  because he travelled through Ger­
many in order to return to Russia in 1917 ?

I t  so happens that everything the Polish 
Government has published 'since June 28 
explodes the contention that the tim ing of 
the general strike uprising jwas connected 
w ith the trade fa ir. The Polish Stalinists 
admit that the strikes erupted when they 
did because the workers’ patience reached 
the breaking point; they had exhausted 
every means at the ir disposal to get a 
hearing fo r the ir grievances and had run 
into a bureaucratic stone wall.

But what i f  the Poznan workers had 
decided to utilize the presence of the trade 
fa ir in their struggle fo r their demands?
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How would this prove the movement was 
instigated by foreign imperialist agents?

It  would simply prove that the Poznan 
workers were determined to be heard; that 
they were not going to allow their cry for 
bread..tahe stifled behind a wall of-secrecy, 
and never be heard by the rest of the 
Polish workers and the workers of the 
world'.

Did the Daily Worker editors consider 
this possibility before signing the ir names 
to yet another shameful Stalinist frame-up 
of revolutionary workers?

What about point two of the “ evidence” 
— the “ availability of arms.”  We refer the 
Daily Worker editors to the July 11 issue 
of their paper. In a dispatch from Gordon 
Cruickshank, datelined Warsaw, they can 
read the follow ing:

“To date there is no evidence that arms 
were imported. More is now known about 
where the rioters obtained their arms. 
Some were taken from the local Polytech­
nic and the other high schools where both 
arms and ammunition are kept by students 
receiving m ilitary 'training. Others were 
seized from m iliitia men, who being pro­
hibited absolutely from using the ir arms 
in the firs t hours of the disturbance, were 
thereby disarmed by the rioters.”

Doesn’t this bit of testimony, highly 
colored as it is by the official Stalinist bias, 
explode point two of our editors’ “evi­
dence” that a “planned instigation” by 
imperialist agents took place?

Point three, the final point of the “ evi­
dence,”  claims tha t the “ targets of the 
rioters”  proves that the uprising was an 
imperialist plot. What were these targets? 
The workers, when attacked by the 
Security Police, moved against their head­
quarters and prison. They released prison­
ers. From all the experience the workers 
had w ith the Security men, prisoners were 
workers with grievances, like themselves, 
who had dared to speak up.

How does this prove an “ imperialist spy 
plot” ? Wouldn’t  any other workers’ upris­
ing act the same way ?

In a highly significant statement, July 
20, Edward Ochab, head of the Polish CP, 
said: “ In assessing the reason for these in­
cidents (Poznan) it  would be an error to 
concentrate attention on the machinations 
of provocateurs and agents of imperialism. 
The social roots of these incidents, evincing 
serious trouble in the relations between 
the party and a section of the working 
class, should be sought firs t of all. . .  From 
an analysis made of the events in Poznan 
it  appears that a considerable part was 
played by bureaucracy and soullessness oft 
the authorities, both central and local.”

Why wasn’t  this statement reported in 
the Daily Worker? Every other paper 
carried it. Is i t  because the editors are 
apprehensive that a sh ift is taking place, 
that the Polish regime w ill be forced to 
retreat from its frame-up of the Poznan 
workers to which the Daily Worker is now 
committed ?

/MR Breaks 4-Month Silence on Stalin Cult
By Harry Ring

M on th ly  Review, a se lf-s ty led 
“ independent socia list magazine,”  
edited by Leo Huberm an and 
Paul Sweezy, devotes its  J u ly - 
A ug ust issue to the question, 
“ W hat Is  H appening in  the 
U S S R ?”  The analysis comes 
a fte r  a fou r-m o n th  silence on the 
issues ra ised by the 20th Con­
gress o f the Com m unist P a rty  
o f the Soviet Union.

F o r e igh t years M on th ly  Review 
lias been a fr ie n d ly  c r it ic  o f the 
Am erican Com m unist P a rty  and 
a tire less apo log is t fo r  the K re m ­
lin  bureaucracy. I t  now chides 
the CP fo r  no t m aking  an inde­
pendent analysis o f the problems 
posed by the 20th Congress.

W hile  we hold no b r ie f fo r  the 
CP leadership o r its  conduct o f 
the present discussion, the fa c t 
is  th a t the Khrushchev reve la­
tions so pro found ly  a ffected the 
CP ranks th a t its  leaders have 
been compelled to ad m it some o f 
th e ir  crim es as serv ile  pawns o f 
the K rem lin . Preciously l i t t le  as 
th is  is, i t ’s more than M R  can 
p o in t to.

M on th ly  Review has defended 
every m a jo r crim e o f S ta lin ism . 
I t  upheld the Moscow T r ia ls  and 
the East European “ T ito is t”  purge 
tr ia ls . In  M arch 1953 i t  h it the 
newsstands w ith  a defense o f the 
an ti-S em itic  Doctors Case w ith in  
hours o f B eria ’s reve la tion  tha t 
the doctors had been fram ed and 
the “ confessions”  beaten out o f 
them. In  A p r i l  1953, the M R 
editors, w r it in g  on S ta lin ’s death, 
lauded the ty ra n t ’s memory in  the 
most s ickening m anner o f the 
S ta lin  C u lt.

W ith  such a sordid record, one 
m ig h t expect an “ independent so­
c ia lis t”  pub lica tion  to engage in  
serious se lf-exam ination  before 
dem anding i t  o f others. One m ig h t 
also expect them  to settle  ac­
counts w ith  w ha t they w ro te  
prev iously  on the top ic o f S ta lin

and the Soviet U n ion before 
passing on to new pronounce­
ments on the subject.

O B L IT E R A T E  O W N P A S T
The M R editors, however, don’t  

seem to  fee l th a t way about it .  
The cu rre n t issue o f the m aga­
zine is dated Volum e V I I I ,  
N um ber 3. F rom  the contents one 
could easily get the im pression 
th a t i t  is Volum e I,  N um ber 1. 
There is not a word about the 
ed ito rs ’ past positions or how and 
w hy they -swallowed the S ta lin  
c u lt and the  S ta lin is t fram e-ups
—  an ti-S em itism  and a ll.

The fo u r  m onths silence was 
ev iden tly  spent no t in  re-exam ina- 
tion  b u t in shopping around fo r  a 
suitab le  “ the o ry ”  to  exp la in  the 
new events in  a w ay favorab le  to 
the Soviet bureaucracy.

A f te r  re je c tin g  the o ffic ia l 
Com m unist P a rty  exp lanation 
tha t the S ta lin  c u lt and fram e- 
ups were s im p ly  a m a tte r o f 
“ e rro rs ”  which have now been 
corrected and a fte r  re je c tin g  the 
State D epartm ent thesis th a t 
no th ing  has changed, M R bought 
fo r  resale the theory  th q t w hg t 
is go ing  in  the Soviet Union is 
the se lf-re fo rm  o f the S ta lin is t 
d ic ta torsh ip . S ta lin ’s successors 
in  the K rem lin  are se tting  m a t­
te rs r ig h t  —  th is  is the conten­
tion  o f  the M R  ed itors. Th is 
theory is not o rig in a l w ith  them. 
I t  was f irs t elaborated in  1953 by 
Isaac Dcutscher —  com m entator 
on Soviet a ffa irs  and au thor o f 
"biographies o f T ro tsky  and S ta lin
—  to  exp la in  re fo rm  measures 
introduced at the tim e  under 
M alenkov and Beria.

IT ’S H IS T O R Y ’S F A U L T
The Deutscher the o ry  pe rm its  

one to  c ritic ize  fram e-ups and the 
like , w h ile  s t i l l  apolog iz ing fo r  
th e ir  p ractitione rs . Thus accord­
in g  to Huberm an and Sweezy, 
“ S ta lin ism  was an extrem e ly 
dynam ic and p ro found ly  se lf­
con trad ic to ry  phenomena. G row ­

in g  up under one set o f condi­
tions, i t  com ple te ly a ltered these 
conditions and thereby made its  
own existence im possib le.”

A ccord ing to Huberm an and 
Sweezy’s reasoning, S ta lin  was 
h is to ry ’s in s tru m e n t fo r  tra n s ­
fo rm in g  Soviet society in a 
progressive d irection  even i f  by 
the m ost b ru ta l means. S ta lin ’s 
heirs are h is to ry ’s in s tru m en t fo r  
co rrec ting  the b ru ta lity . H is to ry  
takes care o f eve ry th ing , and no 
one is to blame. “ Take the c u lt o f 
the pe rsona lity  wh ich grew  up 
around S ta lin , fo r  exam ple,”  says 
MR. “ W as th is  som eth ing fo r  
which S ta lin , or fo r  th a t m a tte r 
any iden tifiab le  group o f in ­
d iv idua ls was responsible? We do 
no t believe th a t any serious 
student o f Russian h is to ry  would 
c la im  th a t i t  is.”

However, th is  pseudo-M arxist 
method tu rns  out to  be too s lick 
fo r  its  users’ good. H is to rica l con­
d itions did produce S t a l i n ,  
Khrushchev and indeed the en tire  
'S ta lin is t d ic ta torsh ip . B u t h is ­
to rica l conditions produced the 
T ro ts k y is t opposition to  the d ic­
ta to rsh ip  o f the bureaucratic 
caste as we ll. “ A necessity has 
two ends: the reactionary and the 
progressive,”  w ro te  T ro tsky  in  
the Revolu tion Betrayed (1937). 
“ H is to ry  teaches tha t persons and 
parties which drag a t opposite 
ends o f a necessity tu rn  out in  
the long run  on opposite sides o f 
the barricade.”

A t  which end did T ro tsky ism  
and S ta lin ism  p u ll respective ly? 
A  thorough analysis o f  the h is ­
to ry  o f  the fig h t between T ro t­
skyism  and S ta lin ism  shows th a t 
the T ro ts k y is t L e f t  O pposition 
arose in  1923 ou t o f the  h is to rica l 
necessity to  com bat the reac­
tio n a ry  p rogram  o f S talin ism . 
The T ro ts k y is ts  waged a s tru g ­
gle to remove the bureaucracy as 
a pa ras itic  g ro w th  on Soviet so­
c ie ty , w h ile  the S ta lin is ts  fo u g h t 
to  consolidate and extend the

. . .  Stalinist Concessions Spurred
in g  also reh ab ilita te d  a la rge 
num ber o f those who had been 
purged d u rin g  recent years. A  
reported 474 cases have been 
exam ined and p ra c tic a lly  a ll 
have been cleared o f charges.

W H Y ?
One b ig  question arises: W hat 

prom pts these concessions ?
The c a p ita lis t press has made, 

much o f the  K re m lin ’s overtures 
to T ito  as a basic m o tiva tion  fo r  
the concessions. W hile  th is  is 
undoubtedly a fa c to r, i t  is a sec­
ondary one. The p r im a ry  im pulse 
comes f ro m ,th e  pressure o f the 
w o rk in g  masses. U nder th is  pres­
sure the bureaucratic caste s trives 
to save its  power by com bining 
its  ru th less repressions w ith  e f­
fo r ts  to concilia te  and concede 
to the demands o f the  workers.

The rem oval o f Rakosi can be 
made to  appear p r im a r ily  as a 
d ip lom atic  concession to  T ito , on­
ly  i f  the basic social c o n flic t be­
tween the in d u s tr ia l w orkers and 
the priv ileged  bureaucracy is ig ­
nored. The fa c t is  th a t the K rem ­
lin  and the  S ta lin is t reg im e in 
H u ngary  tr ie d  desperately to  
save Rakosi. H is  do w n fa ll was 
prec ip ita ted  by 'the Poznan up­
ris in g . T ha t is w h a t E rno  Gero 
m eant by p o in ting  to  the “ grave 
danger”  o f ig n o rin g  “ the conse­
quences o f  the Poznan up ris in g .”

The presence o f Soviet ■ F irs t  
D eputy P rem ier Anastas I.  M i- 
koyan in  Budapest la s t week in ­
dicates the close supervis ion of 
the K rem lin  in  th is  t ic k lish  op­
e ra tion  o f t r y in g  to  ave rt an ex ­
plosion o f w ork ing-c lass mass 
action in  H u ng a ry  on the  model 
o f June 17, 1953 in  E as t Ger­
m any and June 28, 1956 in  Po­
land.

lA t the same tim e tw o  o ther 
to p -f lig h t K re m lin  bureaucrats 
a rrived  in  W arsaw  J u ly  21— So­
v ie t P rem ier B u lgan in  and M a r­
shal Zhukov. In  a speech sho rtly  
a fte r  his a rr iv a l,  B u lgan in  re ­
fe rred  to  the Poznan u p ris in g  as 
hav ing  been ‘iprovoked by  hostile 
agents”  o f cap ita lism .

“ S O U LLE S S N E S S ”
T h is  slander is ev iden tly  not 

so easily peddled b y  the  Polish 
S ta lin is ts  themselves. I ’n con­
tra s t  to  three weeks o f the mo­
notonously repeated fram e-up  lie 
th a t the Poznan w orkers were in ­
stiga ted and led by spies, E dw ard 
Ochaib, head o f the Polish CP, 
said a t the J u ly  20 m eeting of 
th e i Centra l C om m ittee:

“ In  assessing the reason fo r  
these incidents [P oznan] i t  would 
toe ah e rro r to  concentrate a t­
ten tion  on the m achinations o f 
provocateurs and agents o f im ­
pe ria lism . The social roo ts o f 
these incidents, ev inc ing  serious 
troub les between the p a r ty  and 
a section o f the w o rk in g  class, 
should be sought f i r s t  o f a ll.

“ F rom  an analysis o f the 
events in  Poznan i t  appears th a t 
a considerable p a r t  was played 
by bureaucracy and soullessnes o f 
the au tho rities , both cen tra l and 
local.”

T h is  s ig n if ic a n t s h if t  in  a t t i ­
tude tow a rd  the Poznan events 
m ay w e ll represent a basic re'

t re a t o f the  Polish S ta lin is t re ­
g im e fro m  its  o rig in a l in ten tion  
to in f l ic t  severe rep risa ls  on the 
leaders o f the Poznan w orkers. 
In  t lie  days im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w ­
in g  the up ris in g  the S ta lin is ts  
ranted aga inst “ spies and provo­
cateurs”  w ith o u t, o f course, p ro ­
ducing a sing le  shred o f evidence 
to  support th e ir  charge th a t such 

d e m e n ts  ins tiga ted--and- led the 
general s tr ike . P rem ier Cyran- 
k iew icz said June 29: “ E ve ry  one 
who raises his hand aga inst the 
people tre a d : bureaucrats] m ay 
be sure th a t i t  w i l l  be hacked 
o f f . ”

I t  appears now th a t the  re ­
gim e is under such enormous 
pressure th a t  i t  m ay be forced 
to back down fro m  its  fram e-up 
plans and even a d m it th a t its  
own “ soullessness”  and bureau­
c ra tic  m ism anagem ent were the 
“ p r im a ry ”  causes o f the revo lt. 
In  th is  k in d  o f fo rm u la  the  ca­
nard about “ spies and provoca­
teu rs ”  lead ing  the w o rke rs ’ up ­
r is in g  is n o t  abandoned bu t 
shelved fo r  a more p rop itious  
moment.

LO G IC  O F CONCESSIONS
The in te rre la tio n  between the 

w orkers ’ upsurge and the con­
cessions o f the S ta lin is t regimes 
is g ra ph ica lly  il lu s tra te d  in th is  
s itua tion . U nder cond itions o f 
a mass revo lu tiona ry  fe rm en t, 
heading towards t h e  po litica l 
ove rth row  o f the  bureaucra tic  
caste b y  the w orkers, each con­
cession and admission by the re ­
gim e can become the s ta rtin g  
p o in t fo r  a fresh  ou tbu rs t o f the 
mass m ovem ent; th is  in tu rn  can 
force new concessions. The proc­
ess can, o.f course, be in te rru p te d  
by the bureaucra tic  caste launch­
in g  fience repressions. Severe 
losses can be su ffe red  by the 
w orkers  as a resu lt, b u t the gen­
era l tendency o f developm ent to ­
w ards the p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  
cannot be halted.

N ew  in fo rm a tio n , uncovered 
since June 28, reveals th a t an 
ou ts tand ing  fea tu re  o f the s tru g ­
gle in Poznan was the o rgan iza­
tion  o f a s tr ik e  com m ittee a t the 
Zispo w orks. I t  also appears th a t 
the delegation th a t presented the 
demand^ o f the Poznan w orkers 
also o rig ina ted  a t the Zispo fa c ­
tories. T h is  type o f com m ittee 
and delegation is ev iden tly  w ide­
spread in  Poland. Such com m it­
tees were discussed recently  by 
the o ff ic ia l trade un ion paper in 
Poland, Glos Prace. The N . Y. 
T im es reports , Ju ly  20, 'th a t Glos 
Prace “ critic ized  the trade  unions 
fo r  hav ing  [alienated the  con fi­
dence o f the w orkers by th e ir  
fa ilu re  to  represent th e ir  in te r ­
ests against, the bureaucratic  ap­
paratus o f the s ta te .”  The paper 
said “ th is  was the reason w hy 
w orkers chose non-union mem­
bers as spokesmen in  presenting 
demands fo r  more pay and lower 
prices to the governm ent.”

B y  “ non-union”  members Glos 
Prace obviously re fe rs  to  w o rk ­
ers who are independent o f the 
trade  union bureaucracy. T h a t 
such w orker-leaders are being 
selected b y  the  ranks fro m

among the boldest and m ost m il i­
ta n t in  the fac tories , is  the surest 
s ign  o f the g ro w in g  m a tu r ity  
o f the movement. O ut o f these 
com m ittees w i l l  undoubtedly 
g row  the new f ig h t in g  o rg an i­
zations o f the Polish p ro le ta r ia t. 
A tte m p ts  by the regim e to iso late 
these m ilita n ts  and keep them 
under look and key w i l l  prove 
fru it le s s . -Moreover, such e ffo rts  
w i l l  provide fu e l to  the flam es 
o f revo lu tiona ry  discontent. L e t 
us reca ll th a t one o f the f ir s t  
impulses o f the mass movement, 
both in  Poznan and in  the ea rlie r 
B as t German u p ris in g  was to 
fre e  the  prisoners he ld by the 
S ecu rity  Police.

A  B O L S H E V IK  P A R T Y
Thp com m ittees o f fa c to ry  

w o rkers  are also the arena in  
w h ich  a new Bolshevik p a r ty  o f 
the Polish w o rk in g  class w i l l  be 
born . A m ong  the m ost experi­
enced and tested elements the 
need w i l l  be fe lt  to  g ive  o rg an i­
zation and d irec tion  to the broad 
movem ent o f the w o rk in g  class. 
Lessons w i l l  be learned fro m  the 
Poznan up ris ing . The need to  
p lan the o ffensive  aga ins t the 
bureaucracy, to p reven t needless 
bloodshed, to tim e the actions on 
a nationw ide scale a t a m om ent 
best calculated to  secure v ic to ry , 
w i l l  provide the b u rn in g  incentive 
to create a vanguard  p a r ty  o r­
ganization .

Such an o rgan iza tion  w il l  base 
its e lf  on the p ro g ra m m a tic  fou n ­
dations o f Lenin ism . The li te ra ­
tu re  o f the  long s tru g g le  o f 
T ro tsky ism  to defend Lenin ism  
fro m  bureaucra tic  reaction w ill 
be the theore tica l m anual fo r  the 
young Polish Bolsheviks. They 
w il l  un ite  the irrepress ib le  f ig h t ­
in g  power o f the  w o rkers  w ith  a 
broad theore tica l o u tlo o k — thus 
f irm ly  ty in g  a kno t between Po­
land’s revo lu tiona ry  past and fu ­
tu re .

In  th is  h is to ric  w o rk  the s tu ­
dents and in te llec tua ls  o f Poland 
w i l l  p lay  th e ir  p a rt. A m ple ev i­
dence exists th a t a deep ideo­
log ica l fe rm e n t is ta k in g  place 
among them.

W hen E dw ard Ochab recently  
a ttacked “ a n ti-p a rty  sallies and 
bourgeois contraband expressed 
in  ce rta in  o f ou r period ica ls ,”  
the student newspaper, Po Prostu, 
f i r m ly  replied th a t c ritic ism  from  
below’ m ig h t awaken pessimism 
and depression on ly  when such 
c r it ic is m  was in e ffec tive  in th a t 
i t  was no t fo llow a d  b y  deeds. 
“ The c ritic ism  fro m  below,”  the 
student weekly added, “ is s t i l l  
too na rrow  and does n o t pene­
tra te  s u ff ic ie n tly  to a ll s tra ta .”  
Po Prostu urged m ore dem ocra ti­
zation th rough  w orkers ’ con­
t ro l o f  p roduction , decla ring  tha 't 
“ the com pletion o f peoples ru le  
th rough  con tro l by w orkers would 
curb the d ig n ita r ie s  and p e tty  
despots who are s t i l l  lo rd in g  i t  
w ith  im p u n ity .”

power, p restige and revenue o f 
the bureaucracy.

W H A T  A R E  T H E  FA C TS ?
B u t the M R  ed itors w a n t to 

re fe r to h is to rica l necessity on ly 
in o rder to apologize fo r  the 
bureaucratic  sta tus quo. Since h is­
to ry  con fronts them  w ith  both 
S ta lin ism  and its  revo lu tiona ry  
opposition, they solve the problem 
by  fa ls ify in g  w h a t the s trugg le  
was about.

A ccord ing to Huberm an and 
Sweezy, the Soviet leaders du ring  
the 20’s “ were divided three 
w ays: there  were those who 
looked to a w o rld  revo lu tion  fo r  
salvation (T ro ts k y ) , those who 
favored go ing slow and hoping 
fo r  the best ( 'B ukha rin ), and 
those who called fo r  a tremendous 
e f fo r t  to develop the cou n try ’s 
resources and s treng th  to enable 
i t  to come th rough  w hatever tests 
m ig h t lie  ahead (S ta lin ) .”

T h is  is pure S ta lin is t inven­
tion . W h ile  re ly in g  on Deutscher 
fo r  “ theory ,”  they s im p ly  d is­
carded the h is to r ica l fac ts  he 
presents. F o r Deutscher a t least 
has a scho la rly  concern fo r  the 
documents o f the T ro tsky -S ta lin  
figh t. The record explodes such 
fa ls ifica tions  o f h is to ry  as th a t 
p e d d l e d  by Huberm an and 
Sweezy. •

The documents o f the s trugg le  
show that, the T ro ts k y is t opposi­
tion  launched the fig h t against 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy p re ­
cisely by advancing a bold p ro ­
gram  o f planned “development o f 
in du s try  and co llec tiv iza tion  o f 
ag ricu ltu re . T h is  the T ro tsky is ts  
tied to  demands fo r  w o rkers ’ 
democracy and an in te rn a tio n a l 
c lass-strugg le po licy.

S T A L IN ’S RECORD
B asing themselves on M arx  and 

Lenin, the T ro tsky is ts  rejected 
the re v is io n is t no tion defended 
by S ta lin  o f “ b u ild in g  socia lism ”  
in  one country , and a backward 
one a t that;. They defended the 
tra d itio n a l B o lshevik  idea th a t 
the USSR could establish social­
ism  on ly th rou gh ' the  extension 
o f the w o rkers ’ revo lu tion  to the 
advanced in d u s tr ia l countries. In  
the m eantim e they  believed in  
m aking  the Soviet U n ion as 
s trong  as possible by an op tim um  
tempo o f in d u s tr ia l g row th .

T h is  p rogram  was v io le n tly  op­
posed by S ta lin  in a lliance w ith  
B ukharin . J o in t ly  these tw o and 
th e ir  fa c tio n a l supporters de­
nounced the T ro ts k y is ts  as “ su- 
pe i;-industria lize rs .”  The S ta lin  
B ukharin  fac tio n  advocated bu ild ­
in g  socialism  in  backward Russia 
w ith  the aid o f the ric h  peasant 
and a t a “ to rto ise  pace.”

Then in  1929, as the in d u s tr ia l 
m achine threatened to  g r in d  to 
a h a lt and the countrys ide was 
g ripped by sabotage by  the 
ku laks (r ic h  peasants), S ta lin  
broke wdth B ukharin . He took 
over T ro ts k y ’s p ro g ra m  o f  p lan ­
ned in d u s tr ia l developm ent b u t 
ca rried  i t  ou t w ith  enormous 
bu reaucra tic  m ism anagem ent and 
by means o f blood purges th a t 
drenched the e n tire  country.

The am azing development o f 
Soviet in d u s try  is a double 
tr ib u te  to  the s u p e rio r ity  o f na 
tionalized economy over cap ita l 
ism. F o r in d u s try  grew  despite 
the heavy obstacles tha t both im  
peria lism  and S ta lin ism  placed in 
its  path. To cred it S ta lin  fo r  th is  
developm ent is to stand eve ry­
th in g  upside down.

B u t i t  is qu ite  in  keeping w ith  
the M R ed ito rs ’ ou tlook. F o r to 
them  on ly  the actions o f the 
Soviet ru le rs  are decisive. The 
w orkers  and peasants e x is t fo r  
them on ly  as a mass to be shaped.

The on ly  p o in t where the masses 
enter M R ’s analysis is as scape­
goats fo r  S ta lin ’s crim es. The 
ed itors sta te  th a t they find i t  ha rd  
“ to  im prove on the decla ra tion  o f 
the Chinese CP th a t ‘The c u lt o f 
the in d iv idu a l is . . .  a force o f 
hab it o f m illio ns  and tens o f m il­
lions. Since th is  fo rce  o f h a b it 
s t i l l  exists in society, i t  can in ­
fluence m any governm ent fu n c ­
tionaries, and even such a leader 
as S ta lin  was no exception’ ”

T H E  C R U C IA L  P O IN T
B ut, argue the M R ed itors, 

h is to ry  f in a lly  made new demands 
on the “ leaders.”  W ith  the estab­
lishm en t o f “ socialism ,”  the  
“ leaders”  had to  b r in g  “ the 
socio-po litica l supers tructu re  up 
to reasonably c iv ilized  standards.”  
And here we g e t to  the ve ry  
heart o f M R ’s thesis. “ Con­
ce ivab ly, th is  m ig h t have entailed 
a po litica l revo lu tion  . . . b u t 
fo r tu n a te ly  i t  d id  no t.”  (Em phasis 
in o r ig in a l.)

W hy does M R  so a i r i ly  
dism iss the need fo r  a p o lit ic a l 
revo lu tion  ? Because, according to  
them, “ the Soviet leadership was, 
to be sure, tra ined  in  ‘S ta lin is t 
methods, bu t i t  also re ta ined its  
basic M a rx ian  ideas and perspec­
tives . . .  and when the tim e  came, 
when change could no longer be 
pu t o ff ,  the leadership showed 
its e lf  capable o f adap ting  to  the 
new s itu a tio n .”

B y  such con tinu ing  changes, 
“ in  the  long ru n ,”  f u l l  soc ia lis t 
democracy w i l l  be achieved, we 
are to ld , because “ under socia l­
ism  the leadership prospers w ith  
society and no t aga inst i t ;  and 
by continuously ra is in g  the leve l 
o f society, the leadership m ust 
sooner o r la te r  tra n s fo rm  its e lf  
fro m  m aster in to  servant.”

W hat exists in  the Soviet Union 
today is  not “ socia lism ”  as M R  
contends bu t a severely degenerat­
ed w orkers sta te  in  which the 
m a te ria l in te rests o f the ru lin g  
caste is in  v io len t co n flic t w ith  
th a t o f the w o rk in g  people. 
Khrushchev and Co. are not a 
group o f “ basica lly M a rx is t”  
dead-end kids who are recogniz­
in g  the need to change th e ir  ways. 
They are the representatives o f a 
rapacious bureaucracy th a t has 
grow n fa t at the expense o f the 
w o rk in g  people.

They are m ak ing  concessions 
now under mass pressure b u t 
w ill no t surrender th e ir  s trang le ­
hold on p o lit ic a l power, since th a t 
is the source o f th e ir  revenue and 
means o f p ro te c ting  it .  “ No fle v il 
ever ye t v o lu n ta r ily  cu t o f f  h is 
own claws,”  said T ro ts k y  in  the 
Revolu tion B etrayed. A  p o lit ic a l 
revo lu tion  is  the re fo re  inesca­
pable.

Huberm an and Sweezy m ay 
p ra tt le  a ll they lik e  about the 
“ leadersh ip”  ra is in g  the level o f 
society, b u t the Soviet “ leaders”  
themselves are faced w ith  the  
s ta rk  fa c t th a t in  good tim e  the 
Soviet masses w i l l  ho is t them  
out o f  th e ir  seats o f p riv ile ge  and 
power.
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The Negro Straggle
By Jean Blake

Dawson's Vote: A Lesson in Politics
Those of us who have heard Congress­

man Adam Clayton Powell te ll Negro 
audiences to “ Vote Black” would like to 
hear his explanation of why Congressman 
Wiilliam L. Dawson, his fellow colored 
Democrat, opposed the anti-segregation 
amendments to the federal school bill.

Dawson’s color didn’t prevent him from 
voting w ith the while supremacists and 
“ moderates” in favor of granting federal 
funds to help maintain segregated schools. 
Regardless of his personal feelings, as a 
vice chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee, he has to do the d irty work 
of the Democratic Party. <

In th same way, Mr. Val Washington, 
director of the “ m inority division”  of the 
Republican national committee, Judge 
Joseph H. Rainey of Philadelphia, and 
others are demonstrating tha t a po­
litic ian ’s color is no guarantee of loyalty 
to the struggle against Jim Crow.

Many Negro leaders who recognise this 
and are groping for a way out of the blind 
alley of the two-party system are urging 
a so-called non-partisan policy fo r colored 
voters. “ Don’t  be tied to either party,” 
they say. Vote fo r good men in either 
party.”

But “ independents,”  either on one of the 
two party tickets or off, are powerless. I f  
they do not subscribe to the program of 
the party whse label they bear, they must 
fig h t the political machines for election. 
In the rare cases where they are elected 
despite the opposition of the “ regulars,”  
they are soon subjected to so much pres­
sure that they either compromise their 
principles or are unable to accomplish any­
thing in the face of the combined boycott 
of both parties.

There is only one way out of the di­
lemma, and that is to build an independent 
party with the complete abolition of Jim 
Crow as a basic element in its program. In 
Amreican politics today the only mass 
party that could be built w ith such a pro­
gram is an independent labor party, a 
party of workingmen and women dedicated 
to the advancement of their interests as 
opposed to those of the ruling class which 
exploits all workers regardless of race, 
creed or color.

Some Negro working-class leaders 
readily admit that is the most reasonable 
course — but not this year. Some day, 
they say, when such a .party is organized, 
we w ill support it, along w tih millions 
of others. But until then, they w ill “ make 
the best of things” w ithin the two-party 
system.

I t  was .a different kind of thinking that 
made the people of Montgomery and Tal­
lahassee and many other cities rise up 
against segregation this year. They got 
tired of waiting for the old leaders to tell 
them when it  would be time to act. They 
came together and said, “ Right now is the 
time to start boycotting Jim Crow.”

Now is the time to stop voting fo r the 
two parties opposed to change, too. The 
way to do it  in 1956 is to vote fo r the 
Socialist Workers Party candidates, the 
only candidates with a record and program 
of uncompromising struggle against dis­
crimination and exploitation, and fo r the 
building of a mass party dedicated to that 
program.

That is the only way to avoid voting for 
candidates, black or white, who w ill 
maintain segregation.
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Fund Scoreboard
C ity Quota Paid Percent

D e tro it $ 825.00 $ 681.00 80%
T w in  Cities 1,320.00 1,022.00 77
Chicago 1,560.00 1,094.60 70
A llen tow n 85.00 60.00 70
Cleveland 350.00 226.00 63
Youngstown 250.00 150.00 60
Los Angeles 3,300.00 1,929.29 58
San Francisco 650.00 365.00 56
New Y ork 4,000.000 1,934.40 48
M ilwaukee 250.00 102.00 48
B u ffa lo 1,760.00 800.00 46
Boston 500.00 220.00 44
N ew ark 200.00 63.00 31
Seattle 300.00 85.00 28
St. Louis 85.00 25.00 28
Oakland 200.00 30.00 15
Philadelph ia 400.00 52.00 12
General — 155.00

Tota ls $16,175.00 $8,994.29 55%

Lackawanna Steel Tieup 
Recalls Depression Days

FUNDS DEADLINE NEARS; 
QNOTA PAYMENTS LA6

The Socialist Publications Campaign Fund continues 
to lag. Payments are coming in at only a slightly accelerat­
ed rate. ----------------------------------------

Local 600 Resolution Calls 
For 30-Hour Week Fight

D E T R O IT , Ju ly  16— The mem­
bership ;of Ford  Local 600 has 
unan im ously adopted a resolution 
opening- a cam paign fo r  the 30- 
hour week a t 40-hours pay. The 
reso lu tion, in troduced by P resi­
dent C a rl S tellato, po in ts to  the 
g ro w in g  .menace o f unem ploy­
m ent and cites the sh o rte r w o rk ­
week demand as the on ly  mean­
in g fu l answer.

The reso lu tion also reviewed 
the recent s trugg les w ith in  the 
U A W  to make the 30-for-40 de­
mand the number-one goal o f 
negotia tions. I t  rem inded the top 
U A W  leadership o f the resolu­
tion  passed a t las t yea r’s U A W  
convention ca llin g  fo r  the strug­
gle fo r  the sho rte r w o rk  week 
as next on the agenda a fte r  the 
achievem ent o f the so-called 
Guaranteed A nnua l W age (sup­
p lem entary  unem ploym ent Com­
pensation).

The Local 600 resolution called 
fo r  an a ll-o u t cam paign to w in  
30-for-40 in the 19,>8 contract. 
As a beginning, copies o f the res­
o lu tio n  are to be sent to  every 
U A W  local in the country.

The action by Local 600 takes 
on significance, even though i t  
fa ile d  to p ro pe rly  recognize the 
.need fo r  re-opening contracts 
now, in v iew  o f various currents 
o f though t c ircu la tin g  among
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sections o f the top U A W  leader­
ship. A ccord ing  to  re liab le  re ­
po rts , sen tim ent in  lead ing c ir ­
cles exists fo r  an end to so-calied 
“ p ioneering”  fo r  fr in g e  demands, 
among w h ich apparen tly  are in ­
cluded the GAW  and the sho rte r 
w ork-w eek, and concen tra ting  in ­
stead on s tra ig h t  wage increases. 
Some o f th is  th in k in g  tends to ­
wards accepting the jjo ss ib jjity  
o f a sho rte r work-week "w ith in  
ten years”  w h ile  concentra ting  on 
im p rov ing  the ad m itte d ly  inade­
quate and gim m ick-loaded G AW .

In  add ition  to 30-for-40, S te l­
la to  has called lo r  unem ploym ent 
compensation a t 100% o f wages 
fo r  the du ra tion  o f unem ploy­
ment. There was, he stated, no 
reason to r any w o rke r to be 
w ith o u t a job in  th is  im m ensely 
w ealthy coun try . I f  the em ploy­
ers pleaded in a b ility  to pay, he 
said, i t  would then be h igh tim e  
to  rev ive R euther’s 1947 slogan 
o l “ Open the Books.”

A s  background fo r  the action 
o f Local 600, we should cake note 
o f the fo llo w in g : In  the nation 
as a whole, production in January 
was m ain ta ined a t the peak rates 
established tow ards the end of 
December 1955. B u t a f u l l  1.3 
m illio n  few e r men and women 
were a t w o rk  in  January than 
la s t December.

In  the autom obile in d u s try , by 
la s t M ay 210,000 w orkers  had 
been la id  o ff.  The to ta l unem­
p loym ent in  M ich igan  stood a t 
207/000. A  recent U A W  press re­
lease asking th a t the state leg is­
la tu re  in  M ich igan act im m edia te­
ly ,  noted th a t by J u ly  “ unem­
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p loym ent in  M ich iga n  increased 
oy approx im a te ly  13,000 in  a s in­
gle month to  a to ta l o f 220,000, 
and th a t unem ploym ent in  De­
t ro it  increased b y  approx im ate ly  
6.0U0 in the same pe riod  to  a to ­
ta l o f 1-39,000.”

“ In  the f i r s t  s ix  m onths of 
th is  year,”  the sta tem ent con tin ­
ued, approx im ate ly  38,000 people 
exhausted th e ir  unem ploym ent 
benefits due to  the "inadequate 
du ra tion  provis ions o f the p resent 
law . The M ich igan Em ploym ent 
Security  Commission estimates 
th a t the rate o f exhaustion w ill 
increase to about 18,000 or 20,- 
000 a m onth la te r th is  summer.”

Added to th is  is  the increasing 
pressure o f speed-up. Corpora­
tions have always u tilized  tim es 
o f la yo ffs  to increase the speed 
o f 'the production lines.

A s  a resu lt, despite t lie  a t­
tem pt o f the In te rn a tio n a l lead­
ersh ip to discourage them, w ild ­
ca t s tr ikes  have increased some­
w hat in  the pas t several months. 
In  D e tro it alone, a t Dodge Local 
3 and Local 212, such actions have 
taken place. Even a t the Ford 
Rouge p la n t— hereto fore  hard ly 
noted fo r  such actions— the w o rk ­
ers in  the Deahborn Assembly 
p la n t s truck  fo r  several days. 
In  th is  case the action against 
speed-up took the fo rm  o f s t r ik ­
in g  aga inst the company fo r  pe r­
m itt in g  a supervisor who had 
pushed a woman to go unpun­
ished.

N egro  w orkers, in add ition , to 
s u ffe r in g  the e ffects  o f unem­
ploym ent and speed-up, have also 
expressed d issa tis faction  w ith  the 
fa ilu re  o f the U A W  leadership, 
inc lud ing  th a t o f F ord  Local 600, 
to take adequate measures in  re ­
la tion  to W hite. C itizens Councils 
which had the audacity  to a t ­
tem pt to  set up a headquarters 
in Dearborn, across fro m  the 
Dearborn C ity  H a ll.

The com bination o f a ll these 
facto rs  has led to increased ru m ­
b lin g s  o f ra n k -a n d -file  d iscontent 
w ith in  the U A W . In  a surp ris  
in g  num ber o f locals d u rin g  the 
past several m onths, incum bent 
slates— many run n ing  w ith  open 
In te rn a tio n a l U A W  sup po rt —  
have been defeated. A  new slate 
won a t C adillac Local 2Sj. There 
were big tu rnovers  in  the lead­
ership o f O ldsm obile and F ishe r 
Body locals in  Lans ing . B oth  
have new presidents. A t  F lin t  
there were s ig n ific a n t changes 
in the s ix  b ig  GM locate. T ra ­
d itio n a lly  le ft-w in g  Dodge Local 
3— second la rges t in the U A W  
— r  e c e n 1 1 y  reelected an a n ti-  
R euther slate. P at Q uinn, new ly 
elected president o f the Ham - 
tram ck  local, a ligned h im se lf 
w ith  S te lla to.

The press quotes S te lla to  as 
saying tha t Reuther “ goes around 
m aking speeches th a t we’ ll  have 
a sho rt w ork week in ten years. 
T h is  causes a bad reaction among 
•the ra n k  and file . W e need a 
sho rt -work week now. The w o rk­
ers rea lize i t  would have helped 
cut unem ploym ent.”  S te lla to  p re­
dicted tha t his forces would have 

sizeable Tepresentation”  a t 
the com ing convention. “ W e’re 
ready to  fig h 't fo r  the  30-for-40 
idea,”  he said.

Com m unications fro m  a ll parts 
o f the country  are u n ifo rm  in 
expressing vigorous determ ina­
tion  to complete the drive  in  fu ll 
and on tim e. Everyone assures 
us th a t, despite d iff ic u lt ie s , th e ir 
p a rtic u la r quota w il l  be met.

Yett the scoreboard s t i l l  shows 
th a t w ith o u t a  very sharp in ­
crease lin the ra te  o f payments 
the deadline fo r  the end o f the 
d rive  w ill f in d  us w ith  the to ta l 
goal fa r  from  realized. To date 
55% has been paid in, b ift  over 
75% should have been received 
by now. I f  we are to  avoid a 
tim e  extension in  the d rive , a 
stepped-up pace is essential.

T ire  fa c t is th a t  the sale and 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f ou r soc ia lis t l i t ­
e ra tu re  is be ing conducted a t an 
a ll tim e  h igh . S tocks o f many o f 
the m ost im p o i'ta n t item s are 
m oving ve ry  ra p id ly  and are 
nearing  the p o in t o f depletion. A 
la rge  num ber o f u rg en tly  needed 
w orks by T ro tsky  have long been 
ou t o f p r in t. Soon, o ther im por­
ta n t books and pam phlets w i l l  
also be in  the o u t-o f-p r in t ca t­
egory.

M eanw hile  o u r  pub lica tion  
plans are proceeding w ith  the 
fu lle s t possible speed. The f in a n ­

c ia l lag  can endanger the entire  
soc ia lis t press and publications 
pro ject. We are in  the position 
o f an a rm y f ig h t in g  a c r it ic a l 
b a ttle / w ith  considerable success 
bu t w tih  a fa s t d im in ish ing  store 
o f am m unition.

We m ust now tu rn  our fu l l  a t­
ten tion  to the am m unition  supply 
problem. T h a t is  the num ber one 
task  fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  social­
is t  movement in  the U n ited 
States. T h a t’s the s itu a tio n  as 
we see i t  fro m  here; i t ’s neces­
sa ry  fo r  a ll our supporters and 
readers to draw  the necessary 
conclusions and act upon them.

P .S. F riends in  Connecticut 
continue to  back up th e ir  sup­
p o rt w ith  cash —  $10 th is  tim e.
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awanna steel w orkers w ith  
skepticism  and hum or. As they 
w aited to file applications fo r  
surplus food in th e ir  new union 
headquarters on Ridge Road, 
one s tr ik e r  wanted to know, 
“ w ha t took Ike  so long to speak 
up ? ”  Someone answered, “ M ay­
be the ‘Cadillac Cabinet’ d idn ’t  
le t h im  know about the s trike . 
A f te r  a ll, he’s a sick m an and 
they d idn ’t  w a n t to upset h im  
in an election year.”

A no the r w o rke r joshed back, 
“ No, he w aited fo r  the word 
fro m  his sidekicks, W ilson and 
H um phrey.”  (H um phrey  is Sec­
re ta ry  o f the T reasury , and the 
la rges t shareholder in the N a­
tion a l Steel Company and th e ir  
subsid iaries like  Hanna Furnace 
which supplies coke to the g ia n t 
b last furnaces o f the Bethelehem 
Steel Corpora tion in Lackawanna, 
N. Y .)

M eanwhile, the 28,000 steel 
workers on the N iaga ra  F ro n tie r 
w ill be w a itin g  to  see how the 
steel leaders w il l  react to  the 
s trong u ltim a tu m  o f the cor­
poration-m inded governm ent. '

A s  the s tr ike  ro lls  th rough  its  
th ird  week, the ho liday s p ir it  is 
beg inning to wear o ff.  A nd in 
a sense i t  was a vacation w ith  
out pay. I t  was good to  get away 
fro m  the ho t m ills  and d ir ty  
furnaces. Some w orkers took 
th e ir  fam ilies  to nearby beaches, 
others could be seen w ith  th e ir  
kids fish ing, and some ju s t 
caught up on repa irs  around the 
house.

H A R D S H IP S  B E G IN
A ll  fe lt  the pleasures o f being 

up by day and sleeping a t n ig h t 
instead o f the g ru e llin g  ro ta tion  
o f three sh ifts  and week-end 
w ork. Even the p ickets outside 
the sp ra w ling  Bethlehem and 
Republic Steel p lan ts  relaxed. 
A t  some gates they took sun 
baths, w h ile  a t others they th re w  
a ba ll around. I t  was a fa r  cry  
fro m  the b itte r  s trikeb rea k ing  
s trugg les o f a few  years back.

By Charles Seaman
BUFFALO, July 20 — A warning from President 

Eisenhower that his Big Business government w ill in­
tervene in the steel strike if  an early settlement isn’t
reached was received by Lack-® ------------------------------------------------------

B u t as the rank and file  passed 
th rough  th e ir  second payless 
F rid a y  m any fa m ilie s  were 
fac in g  some hardship. T hrough­
out the week, hundreds o f 
w orkers in  B u ffa lo  lined up in 
f ro n t  o f bank te lle rs  w indows 
w ith  w ith d ra w a l slips in  th e ir  
hands. The b ig  steel corpora­
tions watched th is  trend  care­
fu l ly  as they planned th e ir  
“ starve them to  break them ”  
tactics. In  Lackawanna, the 
steel-smoked c ity  sorrounding 
the Bethlehem p lan t where 
nearly  20,000 w ork, i t  was clear 
th a t the w orkers  were tigh ten  
in g  up th e ir  b e lts . .

A  slow para lys is  was se ttin g  
in  on the in d u s tr ia l li fe  o f the 
c ity . As one walked down Ridge 
Road, the dust-covered m ain 
street o f Lackawanna, many 
comments by storekeepers could 
be heard as they stood id ly  by 
th e ir  stores. One c lo th ing  m er­
chant stood in  fro n t o f a b ig  
sign, “ S T R IK E  S A L E . NO 
D O W N  P A Y M E N T  U N T IL  
S T R IK E  IS  S E T T L E D .”

F u rth e r down the street, a 
gas s ta tion  a ttendan t to ld  one o f  
his customers th a t he is pum ping 
50% less gas since the s tr ike  
began. A  tavern  owner said th a t 
he would close down u n t il the 
s tr ik e  ended. “ I  haven’t  seen 
some o f m y best customers fo r  
weeks. Y ou’ve go t to  hand i t  to 
them. T hey ’re - spending th e ir  
money where i t  counts.”

M any w orkers w ith  la rge 
fam ilies  haven’t  been able to  
save a dime. F o r them there is 
no re lie f in  sight. iS trike  benefits 
don’t  begin u n t il the e igh th  
week. M any have applied fo r  
re lie f. The E rie  County Home 
R e lie f Bureau reported th a t 
there were as m any as 600 ap­
p lica tions fo r  home re lie f since 
the s ta r t  o f the s trike .

Requirem ents are r ig id  and 
the red tape o f bureaucracy 
draws ou t investiga tions fo r  
weeks. N o t on ly  does a steel 
w o rke r have to prove th a t he

» -
has exhausted every source o f 
income, inc lud ing  bo rrow ing  on 
life  insurance, bu t he m ust 
prove th a t his re la tives  th rough  
blood or m arriage  liv in g  in the 
household are in  the same fix . 
He m ust even tu rn  in his car 
license plates. T h is  is a slap in  
the face o f the workers who pay 
the taxes th a t support the re lie f 
agencies.

M ore than  5,000 steel workers 
in  E rie  County have signed up 
a t th e ir  union headquarters fo r  
federa l surp lus food. The foods 
d is tr ibu te d  w ill be bu tte r, cheese, 
d ry  m ilk , f lo u r , and corn meal. 
Th is token assistance w i l l  not 
be ava ilab le  fo r  nearly  two 
weeks.

In  the streets o f Lackawanna, 
huddles o f w orkers can be seen 
th roughou t the day. One w orker, 
w earing  a Ryerson Steel Com­
pany bu tto n  rem arked, “ There ’s 
s t i l l  p len ty  o f steel around the 
warehouse I  w ork. The company 
won’t  ta lk  term s u n til i t ’s used 
up.”  A n  o lder w o rke r in  th? 
group chipped back, “ Yeah, and 
the governm ent reports  th a t the 
economy is s t i l l  in  good shape. 
W hy, Lackawanna rem inds me o f 
the depression days. Nobody 
w ork ing , nobody buying. M ust 
be the company the governm ent 
is ta lk in g  about. I  read about 
th e ir  stock dividends go ing  up 
since the s tr ik e  began.”

However, much o f the ta lk  
am ong stee lworkers re flec ts  un ­
ce rta in ty  as to w ha t is go ing 
on in  negotia tions. Joseph P. 
M olony, D ire c to r o f D is tr ic t  
F ou r (whose members in the 
B u ffa lo -Lackaw anna area p ro ­
duce more steel than a ll o f 
W estern G erm any) m ust face up 
to th is  problem . M olony, defeated 
candidate in the b itte r  s trugg le  
fo r  the in te rna tiona l v ice -pres i­
dency, as w e ll as o ther o ffic ia ls  
have o ften complained th a t not 
enough members attend meet­
ings. U n fo rtu n a te ly , due to s h ift  
w ork and o ther problems, th is  is 
usua lly  true .

B u t i t  ce rta in ly  isn ’t  tru e  now. 
A rea -w ide  meeetings w ith  p ro ­
gress reports  on negotia tions 
would d raw  steel w orkers by the 
thousands to th e ir  union ha lls.

Union Leaders Demand 
Role in W itch-Hunt

By Herman Chauka
O ffic ia ls  o f the A F L -C IO  are 

becoming aware th a t the ever- 
spreading governm ent “ security  
p ro g ra m ”  constitu tes a th re a t to 
the union movement and to c iv il 
libe rtie s  genera lly . The reasons 
fo r  th is  ju s tifie d  concern are doc­
umented in a 52-page survey en­
title d , “ S ecu rity , C iv il L ibe rties  
and Unions,”  published by the 
A F L -C IO  in  co llabora tion  w ith  
the N a tion a l Labor Service o f 'the 
A m erican Jewish Com m ittee.

The survey shows the mush­
room g ro w th  o f the “ security  
p rog ram ,”  presents case h istories 
o f v ic tim iza tion s  under it ,  re ­
veals the an ti- la b o r b ias o f m any 
who adm in is te r it ,  and shows how 
i t  is used by em ployers as an 
an ti-un ion  weapon and how i t  
lays the basis fo r  even more dan­
gerous attacks aga inst labor.

In  a fo rew ord  to t h e  re ­
po rt, A F L -G IO  Secretary-Treas 
u re r W illia m  S chn itz le r proposes 
as a solution to the problem  th a t 
“ Instead o f be ing excluded from  
it ,  labo r should be inv ited  to  take 
p a rt in  the ad m in is tra tion  o f our 
G overnm ent’s In d u s tr ia l Securi­
ty  P rogram  as i t  applies to w o rk ­
ers in in d u s try .”

T h is  proposal f lie s  in  the face 
o f the  report, whose fac ts  con 
s titu te  a s trong  a rgum ent in  
fa v o r o f the unions opening an 
a ll-o u t a ttack  on the en tire  “ se­
c u r i ty ”  program , no t t& assume 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  it.

T E N  M IL L IO N  ‘R IS K S ’
“ Since 1947,”  the rep o rt say^, 

“ the num ber o f Am ericans under 
secu rity  screening has swelled 
fro m  less than one m illio n  to ap­
p ro x im a te ly  ten m illio n . A nd  the 
num ber o f reasons fo r  which one 
could be tagged a ‘secu rity  r is k ’ 
has grow n stead ily . Today, about 
ten m illio n  A m ericans and th e ir  
fam ilies  are covered by govern­
m ent secu rity  program s. M any 
have suffe red in ju s tice  in  the 
screening process.”

The re p o rt cites m any un ju s t 
and an ti- la bo r actions under the 
security  program . I t  begins w ith  
the  s to ry  o f James Schuetz, a 
shop steward a t B e ll A ir c ra f t  in  
N iaga ra  F a lls , N . Y., who was 
branded a “ secu rity  r is k ”  be­
cause o f “ p icke t line  offenses”  
in  the Bell A irc ra ft  s tr ike  o f

1949. The “ offense”  f in a lly  spe­
c ified  was p icke ting  in  service 
un ifo rm .

The governm ent security  p ro­
g ra m  has insp ired  many non­
defense em ployers to establish 
u n o ffic ia l "se cu rity  program s.”  
The advantages are cited in a 
1952 rep o rt by the N a tion a l In ­
du s tria l Conference;

“ Even i f  you don’t  have a 
tra ined  saboteur in  h ire , Indus­
t r ia l  S ecu rity  can pay o f f  in 
peacetime. I t  can he lp you r id  
you r p lan t o f a g ita to rs  who cre­
ate labor unrest, who prom ote 
labo r grievances, slowdowns and 
s trikes  and encourage w o rke r 
an tip a th y  tow a rd  management. . .  
F urthe rm ore , w h ile  Communism 
is a g re a t th re a t to A m erica  to ­
day, who knows in  th is  unset­
tled  w o rld  w ha t the color, na­
tio n a lity  o r p o lit ic a l ph ilosophy 
o f our next enemy m ay be?”

Some em ployers are demand­
in g  con tract clauses exclud ing 
the union fro m  ta k in g  up “ se­
c u r ity  case”  grievances. A  pic­
tu re  o f w ha t th is  means is given 
in the su rvey ’s rep o rt o f the a t­
titud e  o f the S ecurity  D ire c to r at 
Republican A v ia tio n  in  F arm ing- 
dale, N. Y., as expressed in  a 
trade magazine;

E V E R Y B O D Y ’S A  ‘R IS K ’
“ F ire  ’em. T h a t’s m y answer to 

anyone who asks me how to han­
dle secu rity  risks  in  h is  p lan t. 
A nd th a t ’s exac tly  w h a t we did 
w ith  250 o f them  th is  year. O f 
these 250, on ly 15 were known 
Communists. No m atte r. They a ll 
get the same trea tm ent. . . A ll  
secu rity  r isks  are no t Commun 
is ts , no t necessarily subversives, 
no t necessarily d is loya l. In  fa c t 
the m ost p a tr io t ic  A m erican could 
be you r b iggest r is k ! Maybe he 
te lls  his w ife  eve ry th in g  about 
his jo b  and she ta lks  too much. . . ”  

The survey analyzes the B u t­
le r B il l,  f i r s t  in troduced in  Con­
gress in  1954 and w hich may- 
come up again. The b ill,  as its  
supporters p o in t out, closes the 
la s t “ gap”  in the “ secu rity ”  r in g . 
I t  provides th a t wJth Presiden­
t ia l decla ra tion  o f an “ emergen­
cy,”  iworkers in  ju s t abou t any 
p lan t could be fire d  on “ reason­
able igrounds”  th a t they m ig h t 
some day com m it espionage o r 
sabotage. A F L -C IO  o ffic ia ls  have 
correctly branded tthe b il l  as rep­

resenting the “ ty ra n n y  o f a po­
lice sta te .”

Top union o ffic ia ls  should se­
rio us ly  study th e ir  own survey 
on Security, C iv il L ibe rties  and 
Unions be fore  t ry in g  to get in 
on the “ secu rity ”  program . Too 
m any o ffic ia ls  have already used 
the “ secu rity ”  agencies to  rid  
themselves o f union m ilita n ts  or 
in te r-un ion  opponents. They have 
a lready helped open the door to 
a program  designed on ly to  en­
sure the “ secu rity ”  o f the em­
ployers b y  c r ip p lin g  tjie  unions. 
The B u tle r b i l l  embodies the next 
log ica l step in th is  development. 
Labo r m ust f ig h t  these police- 
state measures, n o t he lp “ adm in­
is te r”  them.

Strike in Italy
R ailroad tra f f ic  th roughou t 

I ta ly  was stopped com plete ly 
J u ly  24 by a one day general 
s tr ike  o f a ll I ta lia n  ra i l unions. 
The w orkers demanded increased 
wages and secu rity  benefits.

SWP Candidate Answers 
Voters League Questions

D A N IE L  ROBERTS

British Militant Hails Kutcher Victory
(A  le tte r to James K u tche r legless w ar veteran, who recently  

won back his Federal job  from  which he had been fired  e ight 
years ago, solely because o f membership in  the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty . —  E d.)

N o ttin gh am , E ngland 
17th J u ly , 1956

Dear Comrade Kutcher,
W e were de lighted to  read in  the M il ita n t  o f you r fina l 

resounding success in  w inn ing  back you r job and thus securing a 
g re a t v ic to ry  over the w itch -hun te rs  and persecutors o f socialist 
ideas.

In  a ve ry  much more modest way, we too, have been v ic tim s 
o f the w itch -hun t. Excluded fro m  membership o f the Labor 
P a rty  by a bureaucra tic  tr ic k , we have been try in g , w ith  the 
support o f the local Labo r P a rty , fo r  five years to secure re in ­
statem ent. B u t the Labor P a rty  bureaucracy lik e  the U.S. Gov­
ernm ent is m o rta lly  a fra id  o f the d issem ination o f t ru ly  socia list 
ideas and refuses to y ie ld  to the pressure o f the local pa rty . B u t 
the w itch -hun ts , expulsions, v ic tim iza tion s , etc. cannot prevent 
the spread o f ideas.

We congra tu la te  you and the S W P  on you r g reat figh t. Y ou r 
courageous stand, re su ltin g  in  u ltim a te  v ic to ry , m ust have given 
he a rt and new hope to m any o ther v ic tim s  o f the fo u l system o f 
in tr ig u e  and fram e-up.

On beha lf o f m y husband and ^ ly s e lf  and our tw o  young 
daughters who have many 'tim e s  protested in d ig n a n tly  aga inst 
the v ic tim iza tio n  you have suffered, I  send to  you ou r sincerest 
sa lu ta tions and greetings. M ay the v ic to ry  you have secured be 
bu t the beg inn ing o f s t i l l  b igg e r v ic to ries  by 'th e  w o rk in g  class 
against the ty ra n n y  and oppression o f th e ir  class enemies.

V e ry  w arm est fra te rn a l greetings, 
M . S.

®  N E W A R K , J u ly  23 —  Danie l 
/Roberts, Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
candidate fo r  Congress fro m  the 
12th Congressional D is tr ic t,  to ­
day sent the fo llo w in g  answers 
to questions directed to him  and 
o the r candidates by the League 
o f W omen V oters o f New Jersey.

Q. Please ind ica te the aspects 
o f U.S. Fore ign po licy w ith  which 
you are m o^l in  agreem ent; those 
o f which you are m ost c r it ic a l.

A . I  oppose a ll aspects o f the 
fo re ig n  po licy  pursued by both 
Dem ocratic and Republican A d ­
m in is tra tion s . I t  is  a po licy  o f 
a ttem pted w o rld  dom ination , fo r  
the sake o f B ig  Business p ro fits  
and actual dom ination in L a tin  
A m erica. I t  gave us W orld  W ar 
I I ,  the Korean W ar, U. ,S. in te r­
vention in  Indo-C hina and the 
Form osa S tra its . I t  backs French 
im peria lism  in A lg e ria  and B r i t ­
ish im p e ria lism  in  A s ia  and the 
M iddle East. I t  upholds such 
ty ra n ts  as Franco, Syngman 
Khee and Chiang K ai-shek. I t  
aim s a t re s to rin g  cap ita lism  in 
the Soviet U n ion , E astern E u ­
rope and C hina and u ltim a te ly  
launching W orld  W ar I I I  to 
achieve th is  objective. I  believe 
th a t peace can on ly  be brought 
about th rough  the w o rk in g  peo­
ple estab lish ing socialism  a ll over 
the world .

Q. In  w hat domestic leg is la ­
tion  are .you especially in te r ­
ested? Please state y o u r sup­
po rt o r  opposition?

A . 1 fa v o r im m edia te repeal 
o f the Sm ith A c t  and a ll other 
measures pun ish ing persons by 
ja il,  deporta tion , o r f i r in g  fo r  
the expression o f p o lit ic a l be­
lie fs . I  fa v o r the Powell amend­
ment w h ich would deny Federal 
education funds to school d is tr ic ts  
th a t continue rac ia l segregation. 
A lso any o ther measure th a t 
would aid the Negro people and 
its  labor a llies to w in  the s tru g ­
gle fo r  Negro equa lity . I  fa v o r 
repeal o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  A ct.
I fa v o r federa l unem ploym ent 
compensation a t 100% o f wages 
(a t union ra tes) fo r  the du ra tion  
o f unem ploym ent, a 30-hour m ax­
im um  w ork  week, na tiona liza tion  
o f a ll m onopoly enterprises and 
th e ir  operation under w o rkers ’ 
con tro l.


