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Legless Veteran Wins 
Government Job Back 
After Eight-Year Fight

— Reprinted from The M ilitant of May 9, 1955

Cease All A-Bomb Tests 
Says SWP at Hearing

M IN N E A P O L IS , June 16 —  A p ­
pearing before the U.S. Senate 
Subcommitete on D isarm am ent 
here today, M rs. D orothy Schultz, 
representing the M innesota sec­
tion o f the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty , demanded an im m ediate 
end o f all nuclear weapons tests 

.and proposed th a t the w ar m ak­
ing  power be taken out o f the 
hands o f Congress and the P res i­
dent. A l l  questions o f w a r and 
peace, declared M rs. Schultz, 
should be subm itted to  a re ­
ferendum vote o f the people.

On beha lf o f the SWfP, M rs. 
Schultz subm itted a statem ent 
b lis te rin g  the B ig  Business gov­
ernm ent in W ashington fo r  spark­
ing and pe rpe tua ting  the atom ic 
arm s race tihat threatens all 
hum an ity  w ith  nuclear an n ih ila ­
tion. The fo llo w in g  is the com­
plete statem ent o f the Socia list 
W orkers Party' which w ill be 
prin ted  in the Congressional 
Record:

S W P S T A T E M E N T
I am appearing before th is  Sen­

ate Fore ign Relations Subcom m it­
tee on Disarm am ent on beha lf o f 
the Socialist W orkers P arty . The 
p a rty  1 represent is dedicated to 
an im placable s trugg le  fo r  peace. 
M y p a rty  is fig h tin g  fo r a world 
socia list order in w hich w a r would 
have no place, in which m ankind 
could devote its e lf  to peaceful 
pu rsu it and u tilize  the great 
technological advances fo r g ra tify ,  
ing the human urge fo r  an ever 
be tte r life .

•.My p a rty  is the re fo re  against 
the eve r-g row ing  m ilita r iz a tio n  o f 
t.hc U.S. and the ever-grow ing ex­
pend iture o f the coun try 's  re ­
sources fo r  arm am ents. The b i l­

lions m ilita r is m  devours comes 
ou t o f the m eager pay envelopes 
o f the workers. T h is  misuse o f 
the peoples money takes place a t 
the expense o f adequate schools 
fo r  the children, housing fo r  the 
poor and u rg en tly  needed medical 
fa c ilit ie s  fo r  the sick.

B IL L IO N S  FOR W A R
.T h e  v e ry  .though t.o f w h a t could 

be done fo r  human w e lfa re  w i t l j  
the fo r ty  b illio n  do lla rs ¿peril 
■yearly fo r  m ilita r is m - staggers 
She im ag ina tion . B u t th is  is no t 
a ll. To th is  fo r ty  b illions m us t be 
added the appropria tions fo r  
atom ic energy and fo re ign  aid, 
both o f which are m a in ly  m ilita ry  
in character. F u rthe rm ore , over 
s ix  b illion  do lla rs are spent an­
nua lly  to pay in te rest on the cost 
o f past wars.

Is there any hope tha t these 
huge m ilita ry  expenditures w ill 
be cut? Not so long as the  U.S. 
governm ent continues its  b i­
partisan po licy o f t ry in g  to  smash 
the w orld  revo lu tiona ry  movement 
fo r a be tte r social order. Not so 
long as the U.S. continues its  e f ­
fo rts  to prop up the dy ing  reac­
tiona ry  regimes In various roun- 
tries  against the  w ill o f the m a­
jo r ity  o f the people.

D O LLA R S  FO R FASCISTS

The U.S. governm ent pours 
arm s and do lla rs in to  the w ar 
chest o f the fasc is t d ic ta to r 
Franco in the. name o f “ democ­
racy. ”  Accord ing to M r. Dulles, 
a lm ost one and a h a lf  b illion  do l­
la rs w ill be spent in  the next, 
year to provide arms fo r  the 
d ic ta to ria l regim e o f Syngman 
Rhee in Korea and the fic titiou s  
“ Republic o f C h ina '' represented

on the island o f  Formosa by the 
equally ty rann ica l Ohiang K a i- 
shek.

A no ther 800 m illio n  do lla rs w ill 
be spent. Dulles reports , to. defend 
and pro tect “ o u r ’’ in terest« in the 
M idd le  East. W hat is being 
protected are the enormous ho ld­
ings o f the pow erfu l Am erican 
o il barons. .

Even i f  you r com m ittee should, 
l ertpnm'erid cuts they
would am ount to  no th ing  m ore 
than a token reduction o f the 
biggest m il ita ry  program  in  
world h is to ry . T h is  fact was 
stated by Secretary o f S tate 
Dulles in his ju n e  9 speech at 
Iowa S tate College.

D iscussing w hat he. perhaps 
iro n ica lly , terrors “peace in su r­
ance,”  the Secretary o f S la te 
spelled o it a po licy o f the  per­
manent m ilita r iz a tio n  o f Am erica. 
“ I t  w ill be asked,’’ said M r. Dulles 
“ w i l l  the cost go on forever?  
Can we see no end to th is  
g iga n tic  expenditure, to ta llin g  
about 40 b illio n  do lla rs a rea r, 
as the cost o f ou r peace insurance 
p o licy? ”

“ The answer is,”  he added, “ as 
long  as the  danger pereisfs. fo r  
■c long must, we pay to combat 
th a t danger.''

A tte m p tin g  to s h if t  the burden 
of resiponsib ility  orvto the Soviet 
Union, M r. Duties contended tba ' 
«o long as the Russians m a in ta in  
th e ir present arm am ent level, “ so 
long . . . we may have to expend 
about ten percent o f ou r gross 
national p ro du c t as we are now 
doing. I f  o r  peace insurance p u r­
poses.”

N egotia tions between the U.S. 
and the USSR fo r  jo in t  arms

(Tontinued on pnire 2)

by raising their voices against 
Wisconsin Senator McCarthy.

Protests o f canonists, backed up 
by the M ilwaukee c liap te r o f the 

(Continued on page 3)

Phone Union to Fight 
'Security’ Firing Cose

Bv John Thayer

CLEVELAND — The Tenth Annual Convention of 
the 350,000 member Communication Workers o f America, 
AFL-CIO, which met. here from  June 11-15, witnessed an
unprecedentedly long and heated 
ba ttle  over the issue o f trade 
union r ig h ts  versus the w itch  
hunt. A f te r  more than six  hours 
o f debate the 1.500 delegates 
resoundingly voted five-To-one to 
uphold union righ t« .

The test, case which became tire 
m a in  issue, o f the C W A  conven­
tion was th a t o f Stephen L .
Kreznar, fo rm e r president, o f 
CW A local 5501 in M ilwaukee.
Kreznar, wTho has 15 years 
sen io rity  w ith  W isconsin Bell 
Telephone and who long held the 
post o f p resident o f the  union 
local, was fired  las t J a n .a ry  by 
the la bo r-h a tin g  corpora tion on 
grounds th a t he had not received 
“ se cu rity ”  clearance fro m  the 
Defense Departm ent.

Charges aga inst K reznar alleged 
’dra t the re  was “ reason to  believe’ 
th jit  he was .a m em ber o-f the--So-; 
e ia lis t W orkers P a rty . The S W jf  
is one o f the organ izations wh ich, 
w ith o u t no tifica tion  o r charges 
was a rb it ra r ily  placed on fh.
A tto rn e y  General’s po litica l b lack­
lis t.

CO RPO RATIO N F R A M E -U P

The fram e-up  nature o f the 
company's action became obvious 
a few  weeks la te r when John A. 
Dressier, secre ta ry o f local 5501, 
was' fired on a lm ost identical 
charges. There are some 600 
workers represented by th is  in ­
s ta lle rs ’ local and about 1 500 non- 
c le rica l w orkers, but. "s e c u r ity ”  
clearances were required o f on ly 
about. 15 w orkers in  that, depart­
ment. By “ coincidence”  both the 
president and the secretary o f the 
local were among those 15.

A help to understanding the 
“ coincidence”  is the fact tha t 
both K reznar and Dressier have 
long records o f union m ilitancy  in 
Wisconsin telephone w o r  k e r  s' 
strugg les. They spearheaded the 
drive fo r am algam ation of the 
separate telephone, unions and 
la te r fo r a ff ilia tio n  w ith  the CIO. 
They were ou tstand ing in ag ­
gressive union ba rga in ing  and in 
figh ting  grievances. They had led 
the ir union in to  an active role in 
W isconsin labor po litics  and had 
fought the w itch  hunt, p a rticu la r ly

four To Give 
Election View 
In Brooklyn

A Brooklyn symposium on 
“ W ork ing  Class Policy in the 1956, 
Elect ions”  w ill he h igh ligh ted  by 
the appearance on the same p la t­

fo r m  o f prom inent spokesmen fo r 
t f e  T ro tsky is t and S ta lin is t v ie w ­
points.' T lte  symposium w i l t  he 
held Sunday, June 24, 8 p. mi., at 
Sunrise Manor, lf>38 P itk in  Ave., 
B rooklyn under the auspices of 
tlA- B rooklyn Compass Club.

Am ong the pa rtic ip an ts  are 
F a rre ll Dobbs and David Gobi­
way. Dobbs is N a tiona l Secretary 
o f the Socialist Workers; Party 
and its  p res identia l candidate. 
Goldway is Exec"<tivc Secretary 
of the Jefferson School nnd a 
c o n trib u to r to  P o litica l A ffa irs  
which expresses the views o f the 
Com m unist P a rty .

A l-o  p a rtic ip a tin g  are C liffo rd  
T. M vAvov and W. K. B. D r 
Bc.is. M cAvoy, past candidate f<v 
m ayor and governor on the Am er- 
;can Labor P a rty  ticke t, was the 
v ic tim  th is week o f a red-bo.iting 
at -ark by Bella Dodd, n il ex- 
Sbalini-st turned professional in ­
form er.

At. a June 14 hearing o-f the 
Senate In te rn a l S ecu rity  Saibcotm- 
n ;,t-ee M ss Dodd named M cAvoy 
ar one o f those she. knew to  be 
“ Commiunist,”  M cAvoy has been 
Ihe ta rge t ot Communist P a rti 
a ttack fo r his outspoken opposi­
tion to th e ir  po licy o f supporting 
the c a p ita lis t tw o -p a rty  system.

Dr. Du Bois, a noted h is to rian  
was the Progressive P a rty  candi­
date fo r  the U.S. Senate in 1950 
He advocates boyco tting  the 1956 
election.

Kutcher Case 
Is Victory for 
Civil Liberties

N E W  YO RK, June 20 —  H a r­
vey V. H ig lev , A d m in is tra to r o f 
Veterans A ffa irs ,  today ordered 
the N ew ark  branch o f the V e t­
erans A d m in is tra tio n  to restore 
James Kutcher, legless W orld  
W ar I I  veteran, to the job from  
which he was fire d  in 1948 fo r 
nemhership in  the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty .

Joseph F. O’Hern, head o f the 
VA in New Jersey, to ld  re p o rt­
ers th a t his orders were to re ­
insta te K u tche r im m edia te ly  and 
w ith  fu l l  sen io rity  to his ?42-a 
week job as clerk. He said he 
would n o t ify  K u tcher w ith in  a 
week to rep o rt fo r  work. A l- 
hough the N ew ark branch o f 

the V A  now employs few e r 
:-lerks than i t  did a t the tim e 
K utcher was fired, O 'Hern said 
he would he g iven  the same or a 
-omparable job and th a t th is  
would be accomplished w ith o u t 
'¡r ing  any present employe of 
he N ew ark VA.

K E Y  T E S T  C A S E
James K u tch e r’« figh t aga inst 

he w itch -h u n t persecutions vis- 
ted on him fo r  a lm ost e igh t 
/ears made his case a key test 
f  the whole " lo y a lty -s e c u r ity "  

letup and one of the most dra- 
nat.ie c iv il libe rties  cases in 
America. H is v ic to ry  in regain- 
ng his job w ith o u t budging one 
nch on his socia lis t convictions 
>ets im p o rta n t legal precedents 
fo r the ba ttle  to restore fu l l  
■ivil libe rties  in th is  country, 
t  w ill also he a pow erfu l mo- 
a le-bu ilder fo r  a ll those f ig h t-  
ng M cC arthy ism  and tho ugh t 
’ on tro l.

K utcher's  f ig h t was unique 
among a ll the tests o f the 
“ lo y a lty ”  program  in tha t he 
never denied membership in the 
Socia list ’ W orkers P arty , which 
had a rb it ra r ily  —  w ith ou t t r ia l 
or n o tifica tio n  —  been placed on 
the A tto rn e y  General's so-called 
subversive lis t. Most v ic tim s  o f 
th? " lo y a lty "  purge resigned o r 
kept s ilent a lte r  dism issal by 
kangaroo-court hearing boards. 
They did so to avoid public 
sm earing as “ d is loya l”  as well 
as the heavv legal expenses in ­
volved in f ig h tin g  the “ lo y a lty ”  
purge system. Those few who 
did challenge th e ir  f ir in g s  did 

i , oofinueri on page 2)

Dobbs Protests Smear In Youngstown Vindicator
Y O UNG STO W N, June 16 — In 

the m idst o f na tional contract 
negotiations a fierce in te rn a l 
s trugg le  has been touched o f f  in 
M ahoning V alley D is tr ic t 26 of 
the United Steel W orkers of 
Am erica. A vio lent red -ba iting  
cam paign is being waged w ith  
D is tr ic t D irecto r James P. G r if ­
fin as the p rim a ry  ta rge t. Last 
year G rif f in  had supported Joseph 
P. Moloney in his unsuccessful 
bid fo r the vice-presidency o f the 
in te rna tiona l union. Moloney had 
defied the top union offic ia ldom  
by runn ing  against H o w a r d  
Hague, hand-picked candidate o f 
USW  president David J. M c­
Donald.

W ith  more than 100 USW  
locals in the Youngstown dis­
t r ic t  ho ld ing  election o f officers 
th is  m onth, the contests are 
shaping up as « tes t o f streng th  
between the p ro  and a n ti-G r iff in  
forces. G r iffin  w ill run  fo r  re- 
election next. February.

In Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
Local 1462, incum bent local p res i­
dent Dan Thomas, who is charged 
w ith  v io la tin g  union election 
procedures, has been the most 
vociferous in the  red - b a it in g  
smear cam paign against G r iffin  
and his supporters.

W ith  a com bination o f crude 
sensationalism  and v iru len t T ro t- 
sky-ba iting . Thomas has a tte m p t­
ed to establish the premise tha t 
opposition o f any type to the top 
offic ia ldom  o f the in te rna tiona l 
union constitutes “ subversive" 
anti-un ion a c tiv ity .

The pro-steel tru s t Youngstown 
V in d ica to r has given generous 
pu b lic ity  to Thom as’ cla im s that 
his life  has been threatened by 
anonymous ind iv idua ls , and tha t 
records have been stolen from  the 
union h a ll, as well as his scur­
r ilous  ' accusation th a t these 
alleged acts constitu te  “ T ro f-  
sky ite  tac tics”  in D is tr ic t  26.

(See le tte r  to the V ind ica to r by 
F a rre ll Dobbs fo llow ing  th is  
a rtic le . Ed.)

In  response to the charge o f 
v io la tin g  election procedure 
Thomas asserted in the V in ­
dicator. June 8. “ I  know th a t my 
stand in supporting  our in te rn a ­
tiona l un ion and its  members 
aga inst James P. G riffin  and hi? 
ram p gro :.p  when they tr ie d  to 
create a d iv is ion in ou r great 
union last yea r is the cause of 
what is happening now. I there­
fore call on a ll good union mem ­
bers to  denounce Wiese subversive 
tac tics ."

In  Local 1330, a t the Ohio 
Steel W orks o f the U.S. Steel 
Coup., charges have been filed 
w ith  fclie in te rna tiona l union 
aga ins t three o ffice rs and one 
fo rm er o ffice r o f the local brand­
ing them as in e lig ib le  to  hold 
union office under an “ a n ti- 
subversive”  proviso in  the in te r­
national cons titu tion . Local 1330 
supported Moloney's candidacy 
las t year.

Three o f the fo u r  accused men 
are candidates in the present elec­
tion. They are Sam Gamers, local 
president. N a than ie l Lee, treas­
ure r. and M arv in  W einstock, a 
grievance man. The fo u rth , Ted 
Dostal, is no t seeking election.

In  a covering le tte r  to M c­
Donald, the m akers o f the 
charges renew the a ttack on G r if ­
fin by declaring, “ these sub­
versives . . . have grown by leaps 
and bounds in in fluence and im ­
portance w ith  o u r d is tr ic t  office 
and o •r  local CIO council.”

LE T T E R  TO V IN D IC A T O R  
FROM F A R R E L L  DOBBS 

E d ito r, The V in d ica to r:
1 have noted in  recenl issues 

o f the V in d ica to r accusations 
aga inst alleged “ T ro tsky itee .”

Your June 12 issue carries a 
charge made by a local steel 
union o ffic ia l in which cla im s o f 
th rea ts to  his life  and b u rg la ry  
o f a union office are made by 
him and are described as “ T ro t- 
sky ite  tac tics ”  in the union move­
ment.

W h ile  I  'have no knowledge o f 
the p o lit ic a l views o f the in ­
d iv idua ls invo lved in th is  con­
troversy. th e  S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  is n a tion a lly  known, a« 
“ T ro ts k y is t”  and is there fore 
d irec tly  a ffected by th is  charge. 
In the in te res t o f simple tru th  
and to sot the  po litica l record 
s tra :g,hit, I hope you w ill extend 
'the courtesy o f p r in t in g  th is  
le tte r.

R E F U T E S  S LA N D E R
To describe alleged threa ts  and 

b u rg la ry  as “ T ro ts k y ite  ta c tics ”  
is a complete slander. Such tactics 
are the direct- opposite o f the 
policies o f the  S ocia lis t W orkers 
P a rty .

The SW P has consisttenitly and
stubborn ly  insisted everywhere
th a t the de term ination  o f unror
policy, as well as the »lection o f ** •
union officers, m ust proceed on 
(he basis o f the dem ocra tica lly  
a rrived  a t  decisions o f the union

rank and file. Such a demo­
c ra tic  process demands Cull and 
free d isc-ssion w ith in  the unions. 
It, means the righ t, to  n hearing 
fo r  a l l p o lit ic a l v iew po in ts and 
the r ig h t  o f a ll union members 
to seek office. I t  means that, a ll 
po licy decisions, and a ll elections 
be determ ined by m a jo r ity  vote 
o f the membership.

The SW P opposes in  princ ip le , 
and has consistently fough t, the 
use o f “ s tro n g -a rm " tactics as a 
means o f se ttlin g  union problems. 
I t  unequivocally condemns such 
tactics as a d irect v io la tion  o f the 
dem ocratic process w ith in  the 
unions.

We are f la t ly  opposed to 
threats, bu rg la ries  o r any other 
V m s  o f in tim id a tio n  as weapons 
in an in tra -un ion  dispute. And we 
•■•annot rem ain silent in the face 
o f an a ttem p t to lay such tactic? 
at our doorstep. Such accusations 
•onstitute a red -h a ltin g  smear 

a ttack r ig h t  out o f the M c­
C a rth y ite  book. For a union o f ­
fic ia l to conduct a t r ia l by s-l-ande? 
in the columns o f  the da ily  press 
can on ly  serve to d ive rt a tte .n tio r 
from  the rea l problems in th i­
ll n ion.

To make such baseless accusa­
tions a t a tim e when a union is

involved in m a jo r con tract nego­
tia tio ns  constitu tes a d irec t d is ­
rup tion  o f union s o lid a rity  at a 
tim e when it. is m ost u rg en tly  
'needed.

Such unprinc ip led tactics on 
local union level are the f ru it  of 
bureaucratic practices by the 
union offic ia ldom  at the national 
level. They flow  from  a desir- 
to crush a ll opposition w ith in  
the unions and to m ainta in  th 
ru le  o f entrenched offic ia ldom . 
Such mol hods are intended to 
d ive rt the a tten tion  o f the w o rk ­
ers away from  discussion o f o f­
fic ia l policies and practices d e tr i­
mental to the in terests of the 
membership.

McC-arthyism has been rera: 
dinted by the g re a t m a jo r ity  c. 
tfie Am erican people. It is tim e 
!o call a h a lt  to its  p ra c t "  
w ith in  the labo r movement.

S incerly yours. 
F a rre ll Dobbs 
N a tiona l Sec’ y. SWT

Wage Crisis Produces 
Soviet Personnel Shift

By Daniel Roberts
On June i), Lazar Kaganovich resigned the chairman­

ship of the State Committee 
Soviet Union. Kaganovich
of the USSR. L ike M olotov, 
Voroshilov and M ikovan, he 
formed part o f the core o f S ta­
lin 's  gang in its  d rive  to  crush 
the revo lu tiona ry  w ing  o f the 
Bolshevik P a rty  from  1924 to 
1927. He rose to  power w ith  
S ta lin  and became a notorious 
hafehetman fo r  the d ic ta to r. A t 
the 20:h Congress of the Com­
m unist P arty  o f the Soviet U n­
ion Inst February, Kaganovich 
was the on ly .«"oaker to quote 
Sla.’ in approv ing ly .

He is being replaced by A le x ­
ander P. Volkov, described in 
the .Tune 11 C hris tian  Science 
M on ito r as “ a litt le -kn o w n  p ro ­
tege of. . . Khrushchev.’’ V o lkov 
became a member o f the Centra l 
Com m ittee o f the CP only las t 
year.

W H Y  T H E  C H A N G E
W hy the subs titu tion  o f a l i t ­

tle-know n o ff ic ia l fo r  one o f the 
m ost prom inent o f Soviet bu-

on Wages and Labor in the 
is First Deputy Premier
)--------------------------------------- -
rcaucrats? The Com m ittee on 
Wages and Labor is no m inor 
body. The subs titu tion  cannot be 
expla ined on th a t ground. Cn 
the con tra ry , K aganovich was 
o r ig in a lly  placed at the head o f 
i t  because o f its  enormous im ­
portance. I t  was created a year 
ago to overhaul the en tire  wage 
s tru c tu re  introduced by StaPn 
in 1935. The need to recast the 
wage-paym ent system stems 
from  the d rive  fo r  g rea te r labor 
p ro du c tiv ity , a key economic 
task set in the S ixth  F ive -Y ear 
Plan.

The problem comes from  the 
system in troduced by Stalin, 
based on piece-work paym ent 
and lavish bonuses. About. 80% 
o f Soviet wages are paid on the 
piece-work basis. S ta lin is t p o li­
cy in the 1930’s and l!)40’s was 
to create an aris tocracy o f pace 
setters, who, fo r  o v e r fu lf il l in g  

(Continued on page 4)
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STALINISM AND BOLSHEVISM - By Leon Trotsky

Bolshevik Traditions and Fourth International
[W e  publish below the concluding ins ta llm ent o f the b r i ll ia n t 

polemic w ritte n  by L.eon T ro tsky  in answer to those who sought to 
equate counter-revo lu tionary  S ta lin ism  w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  ideas 
and program  of Russian Bolshevism. W ritte n  in 1937, du ring  the 
period o f the Spanish C iv il W ar, the pamphlet e n tit le d : S ta lin ism  

and Bolshevism —  Concerning the H is to rica l Roots o f the Fourth 
In te rn a tion a l, was published by Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  
P lacet N ew Y ork  3, N. Y'.l

Led W orkers to V ic to ry

The argum ents of the ra tio n ­
alis ts  assume at times, at least 
in th e ir  ou ter fo rm , a more con­
crete character. They do not de­
duce S ta lin ism  from  Bolshevism 
as a whole but from  its  po litica l 
s irs . 7 he Bolshevik —  accord­
in g  to G orter, la nnekoek, cer­
ta in  German “ S pa rtak is ts ”  und 
others —  replaced the d ic ta to r­
ship o f the p ro le ta r ia t w ith  the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p a rty ; S ta lin  
replaced the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p a rty  w ith  the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
the bureaucracy. The Bolsheviks 
destroyed a ll parties but th e ir 
ow n; S ta lin  strang led the Bol­
shevik pa rty  in the in te rest o f a 
B onapartis t clique. The Bolshe­
viks made compromises w ith  the 
bourgeoisie ; S ta lin  became its  
a lly  and support. The Bolsheviks 
preached the necessity o f p a r ti­
c ipation in the old trade unions 
and in the bourgeois pa rliam en t;
S ta lin  made friends w ith  the 
trade  union bureaucracy and 
bourgeois democracy:. One can 
make such comparisons at w ill.
For a ll th e ir  apparent e ffec tive ­
ness they are en tire ly  em pty.

The p ro le ta r ia t can take power 
on ly th rough its  vanguard. In  
its e lf  the necessity fo r  s ta t^
power arises from  an in s u ffic ie n t u_. ____ ______„n  ika
cu ltu ra l level o f the masses and 
th e ir  heterogeneity. In  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  vanguard, organized 
in a pa rty , is crys ta llized  the 
asp ira tion  o f the masses to ob­
ta in  th e ir freedom. W ith o u t the 
confidence o f the class in the 
vanguard, w ith o u t support o f 
the vanguard by the class, the r^ 
can be no ta lk  o f the conquest 
o f power.

In th is  sense the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  and d ic ta to rsh ip  are

Vital Distinctions
The K ronstad t insu rrec tion?  panies the trans fo rm a tion  o f So- 

B u t the revb .u ttonary g o ve rn -, vie t society in the in te res t of 
m ent n a tu ra lly  could n o t “ pre- a priv ileged m in o rity . I t  is clear 
sent”  to the in su rrec tio na ry  sail- [ tha t in the id e n tifica tion  o f S ta l- 
ors the fo rtress  which protected inism  w ith  Bolshevism there is

the work o f the whole class, but 
only under the leadership o f the 
vanguard. The Soviets are only 
the organized fo rm  o f the tie 
between the vanguard and the 
class. A revo lu tiona ry  content 
can be given to th is  fo rm  only 
by the pa rty . T h is  is proved by 
the positive experience o f the 
October Revolution and by the 
negative experience o f o ther 
countries (G erm any, A us tria , 
f in a lly  Spain).

No one has e ither shown in 
practice or tr ied  to expla in a r t i­
cu la te ly  on paper how the pro le­
ta r ia t can seize power w ithou t 
the po litica l leadership o f a par­
ty  tha t knows w hat it  wants. 
The fac t tha t th is  p a rty  sub­
ordinates the Soviets po litica lly  
to its  leaders, ' has, in itse lf, 
abolished the Soviet system no 
more than the dom ination o f the 
conservative m a jo rity  has abol­
ished the B r it is h  pa rliam en ta ry  
system.

As fa r  as the p ro h ib itio n  o f
the o ther Soviet parties is con- 
corned, i t  did not f lo w  fro m  any 
“ the o ry ”  o f Bolshevism bu t was 
a measure o f defense o f the dic­
ta to rsh ip  in  a backward and 
devastated cou n try , surrounded 
by enemies on a ll sides. F o r the 
Bolsheviks i t  was clear fro m  the 
beginning th a t th is  measure, 
la te r completed by the p ro h ib i­
tion of factions inside the gov­
ern ing  p a rty  its e lf, signalized a 
tremendous danger. However, 
the root o f the danger lay not 
in the doctrine o r in the tactics 
bu t in the m ateria l weakness of 

| the d ic ta to rsh ip , in the d if f ic u l-  
! ties o f its  in te rna l and in te rna - 

tiona! s itua tion .

^>'.y indisputab le th a t the dom in­
ation o f a single pa rty  served 
as the ju r id ic a l po in t o f depar­
tu re  fo r the S ta lin is t to ta l ita r ­
ian system. B ut the reason fo r  
th is  development lies ne ithe r in 
Bolshevism nor in the p ro h ib i­
tion o f o ther parties as a tem ­
po ra ry  w ar measure, but in the 
number of defeats o f the pro le­
ta r ia t  in lOurope and Asia.

The same applies to the s tru g ­
gle w ith  anarchism. In the heroic 
epoch o f the revo lu tion  tile  Bol­
sheviks w ent hand in  hand w ith  
tlie  genuinely revo lu tiona ry  an­
archists. M any o f them were

once the po ss ib ility  o f a llo tt in g  
to the anarchists ■ certa in  te r r i­
tories where, w ith  the consent 
o f the local popu lation, they 
would ca rry  out th e ir stateless 
experim ent. B u t c iv il war, block­
ade, and hunger le f t  no room 
fo r  such plans.

The moral qua lities o f every 
p a rty  flow , in the las t analysis, 
fro m  the h is to rica l in terests 
th a t i t  represents. The moral 
qua lities  o f Bolshevism, se lf- 
renunciation, disinterestedness, a u ­
dacity  and contem pt fo r  every 
kind o f tinse l and falsehood —  
the highest qua lities o f human

Lenin and T ro tsky  defended 
the program , theory and o rgan­
iza tion methods o f Bolshevism 
a g a i n s t  the bureaucratic 
degeneration o f S talin ism ,

the cap ita l on ly because the re ­
actiona ry  peasant-sold ier rebel­
lion  was jo ined by a few  doubt­
fu l anarchists. A concrete h is to r­
ica l analysis o f the events leaves

not a trace o f soc ia lis t c r ite r ia .
One o f the most/ ou tstanding 

features o f Bolshevism has been 
its  severe, exacting , even quar­
relsome a ttitu d e  tow ard  ques-

no t the s ligh te s t room fo r  the tions o f doctrine. The tw en ty - 
legends, b u ilt  up on ignorance seven volumes o f Len in ’s works 
and sen tim en ta lity , concerning w ill rem ain fo reve r an example 
K ronstad t, M akhno and other o f the h ighest theore tica l Con- 
episodes o f the revo lu tion . | scientiousness. W ith o u t t h i s  

There rem ains on ly the fa c t fundam enta l qu a lity  Bolshevism 
th a t the Bolsheviks fro m  the be- \  would never have fu lf i l le d  its  
g inn ing  applied no t on ly convic-j h is to ric  role. In  th is  regard S tal- 
tion  but also compulsion, o ften  in ism , course, igno ran t and tho r- 
to a most b ru ta l degree. I t  is  ough ly em piric, lies a t the op- 
also indisputab le th a t la te r  th,e posite pole.
bureaucracy which grew  out o f The O pposition declared more 
the revo lu tion  monopolized thp than ten years ago in its  p ro ­
system of compulsion fo r  its  own gram : “ Since Le n in ’s death a
use. E very  stage o f develop- whole set o f new theories has 
ment, even such catastrophic been created, whose only pu r- 
stages as revo lu tion  and counter- nose is to ju s t i fy  the backslid-

or system whatsoever. Its  “ ideol­
ogy”  is tho rough ly  permeated 
w ith  police sub jectiv ism , its  
practice  is the em piric ism  of 
crude violence. In  keeping w ith  
its  essentia l in te rests the caste 
o f usurpers is hostile to  any 
th e o ry : i t  can give an account 
o f its  social role ne ither to i t ­
se lf nor to anyone else. S ta lin  
revises M arx and Lenin not w ith  
the theore tic ian ’s pen but w ith  
the heel o f the GPU.

Com pla ints o f the “ im m o ra l­
i t y ”  o f Bolshevism come p a r t i­
cu la rly  from  those boastfu l non­
en tities whose cheap masks were 
to rn  away by Bolshevism. In  
pe tty  bourgeois, in te llec tua l, dem­
ocratic, “ soc ia lis t” , lite ra ry , pa r­
liam en ta ry  and o ther circles, 
conventional values prevail, o r a 
conventional language to cover 
th e ir lack o f values. T h is  large 
and m otley society fo r  m utual 
pro tection  —  “ live  and le t live ”  
—  cannot bear the touch o f the 
M a rx is t lancet on its  sensitive 
skin.

The theoretic ians, w r ite rs  and 
m oralists, hes ita ting  between 
d iffe re n t camps, though t and 
continue to th in k  th a t the B o l­
sheviks m alic iously exaggerate 
differences, are incapable o f 
“ lo ya l”  co llabora tion and by th e ir 
“ in tr ig u e s ”  d is rup t the u n ity  o f 
the w orkers ’ movement.

Moreover, the sensitive and 
squeamish cen tris t has always 
thought tha t x the Bolsheviks 
were "ca lu m n ia tin g ”  him  —  
sim p ly because they carried 
through to the end fo r him  his 
half-developed though ts : he h im ­
se lf was never able to. But the 
fact rem ains th a t only tha t pre­
cious qua lity , an uncom prom ising 
a ttitu d e  tow ard a ll qu ibb ling  
and evasion, can educate a revo­
lu tio n a ry  pa rty  which w ill not 
be taken unawares by "excep­
tiona l circumstances.”

I f  the revo lu tion  had tr iu m p h ­
ed. even i f  on ly in Germany,

draw n in to  the ranks o f the : na ture ! —  flo w  from  revo lu tion- 
pa rty . The au thor o f these lines I a ry  in transigeance in the ser- 
discussed w ith  Lenin more than ¡v ice  o f the oppressed.

A Clash of Personal Ambitions?
The S ta lin is t bureaucracy im i - 1  One would have the same right.

to  say : “ There is l i t t le  reasonta t:s  also in th is  domain the 
words and gestures of Bolshev­
ism. B ut when “ in transigeance”  
a n ! “ in f le x ib i l i ty ”  are applied 
by a police apparatus in the .ser­
vice o f a p riv ileged m in o rity  
they become a source o f dem oral­
ization and gangsterism . One 
can feel on ly contem pt fo r  these 
gentlemen who id e n tify  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  heroism  o f the Bol­
sheviks w ith  the bureaucratic 
cynicism  o f the Therm idorians.

Even now, in spite o f the d ra ­
m atic events o f the recent pe­
riod, the overage ph ilis tin e  p re ­
fe rs  to believe th a t the s tru g ­
gle between Bolshevism- ( “ T ro t- .-purg.e.. _  mMg ann ih ila tion  o f 
skyism  ) and S ta lin ism  concerns the discontented) a change o f 
3 olash o f personal am bitions, | the socia) reg.ilne .

B ut in Spain the S ta lin is t

to believe tha t i f  instead o f IMus 
X I, the Holy See were occupied 
by Norm an 1, the Catholic 
Church would have been tra n s ­
form ed in to  a bu lw a rk  o f so­
c ia lism .”

Thomas fa ils  to  understand 
th a t i t  is not a question o f a 
match between S ta lin  and T ro t­
sky, but o f an antagonism  be­
tween the bureaucracy and the 
'P ro le ta ria t. To be sure, the gov­
ern ing s tra tum  o f the USSR is 
forced even now to adapt its e lf 
to the s t il l no t w ho lly  liqu idated 
heritage o f revo lu tion , w h ile  
p re p a r in g . a t the same tim e 
through d irec t c iv il w a r (bloody

.only th a t fo r  a ll h is reservations, 
sh u fflin g s  and pious sighs he is 
fa r  nearer to the S ta lin is t bu: 
reaueraey than to the workers.

L ike  o ther exposers o f Bol­
shevik “ im m o ra lity ,”  Thomas 
has s im p ly  no t g ro w n  up to revo­
lu tio n a ry  morals.

The “ le fts ”  who tr ie d  to skip 
Bolshevism in th e ir  “ re tu rn ”  to 
M arx ism  genera lly  c o n f i n e d  
themselves to isolated panaceas: 
boycott o f the old trade unions, 
boycott o f pa rliam en t, creation 
o f “ genuine”  soviets. A ll th is  
could s t i l l seem extrem e ly  p ro ­
found' in the f i r s t  heat o f the 
post-w ar days. B u t now, in  the 
lig h t  o f most recent experience, 
such “ in fa n tile  diseases”  have 
no longer even the in te res t o f a 
cu rios ity .

The Dutchmen G orter and Pan- 
nekoek, the German “ S pa rtak­
is ts ,”  the Ita lia n  B ord ig is ts , 
showed th e ir  independence fro m  
Bolshevism only by a r t if ic ia lly  
in f la t in g  one o f its  fea tu res and 
opposing i t  to  the rest. B u t 
no th ing  has remained e ithe r in 
practice o r in theory  o f these 
“ le f t ”  tendencies: an in d ire c t
bu t im p o rta n t p roo f th a t B o l­
shevism is the only possible 
fo rm  o f M arx ism  fo r  th is  epoch, 

th e  Bolshevik p a r ty  has
shown in action a com bination of 
the highest revo lu tiona ry  auda­
c ity  and po litica l rea lism . I t  has

or, a t best, a co n flic t between 
two “ shades”  o f Bolshevism.

’The crudest expression o f th is  
opin ion is given by Norman 
Thomas, leader o f the Am erican 
Socia list P a r ty : “ There is l i t t le  
reason to believe,”  he w rite s  
(Socia lis t Review, Sept. 1937,

clique is a lready ac tin g  openly 
as a bulwark, o f the. bourgeois 
order against socialism . The 
s trugg le  against the B onapartis t 
bureaucracy is tu rn in g  before 
our eyes in to  class s trugg le : 
two worlds, two program s, two

established fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  
the on ly i-elation between van­
guard and class th a t can assure 
v ic to ry . I t  has proved by exp e ri­
ence tha t the alliance between 
the p ro le ta r ia t and the oppress­
ed masses o f the ru ra l and u r­
ban pe tty-bourgeo is ie  is possi­
ble on ly th rough the p o litica l 
ove rth row  o f the tra d itio n a l 
petty-bourgeo is parties.

The Bolshevik p a rty  h a s  
shown the en tire  w orld  how to 
ca rry  ou t armed in su rrec tio n  and 
the seizure o f power. Those who 
propose the abstraction  o f soviets 
to the p a rty  d ic ta to rsh ip  should 
understand th a t on ly  thanks to  
the Bolshevik leadership were 
the soviets able to l i f t  them ­
selves ou t o f the mud o f re fo rm ­
ism and a tta in  the state fo rm  o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t. The Bolshevik 
p a rty  achieved in  the c iv i l w a r 
the correct com bination o f m il i­
ta ry  a r t  and M a rx is t po litics .

Even i f  the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy should succeed in des troy­
in g  the economic foundations o f 
the new society, the experience 
o f planned economy under the 
leadership o f the Bolshevik p a r­
ty  w ill have entered h is to ry  fo r  
a ll tim e one o f the greatest 
teachings o f m ankind. T h is  Can 
be ignored on ly by bru ised and 
offended sectarians who have 
turned th e ir backs on the process 
o f h is to ry .

How Bolshevism Enriched Marxism
B ut th is  is not a ll. The Bol­

shevik p a rty  was able to ca rry  
on its  m ag n ificen t “ p ra c tica l”  
w o rk  only because i t  illum ina ted  
a ll its  steps w ith  theory . B o l­
shevism did no t create th is  theo­
ry :  i t  was furn ished by M a rx ­
ism. B u t M arx ism  is the theory

They can teach the w orkers 
noth ing.

O nly the founders o f the  
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l, who have 
made th e ir  own the whole t ra d i­
tion  o f M a rx  and Lenin, take  
a serious a ttitu d e  tow ard theory . 
P h ilis tines m ay je e r th a t tw e n ty  
years a fte r  the October v ic to ry

page 6) “ tha t i f  T ro tsky  had m ora lities . I f  Thomas th inks  
won ( ! )  instead o f S ta lin , there th a t the v ic to ry  of the socia list
would have been an end o f in -

the need of p ro h ib itin g  the other trigue , plots, and the re ign o f 
Soviet pa rties  would im m e d ia te ly , fear in Russia.”  And th is  man

p ro le ta r ia t over the infam ous

of movement, no t o f stagnation. ^  revo lu tiona ries  are again
O nly events on a tremendous 
h is to rica l scale could enrich the 
theory itse lf.

Bolshevism brought an in v a l­
uable con tribu tion  to M arx ism

caste o f oppressors would no t in its  analysis o f the im p e ria l-
p o lit ic a lly  ami m ora lly  regener-

have fa lle n  away. I t  is ab so lu te -1 considers h im self. . . a M a rx is t, la te  the Soviet regim e, he proves 
------------------------------------------  . . .    -----------------------------—------------------ --- --*' v  -----------------/   ___________________

...E n d  A -B om b Tests Says SW P

revo lu tion , flow s  fro m  the p re ­
ceding stage, is rooted in i t  and 
takes on some o f its  fea tures.

L ibera ls , in c lud ing  the Webbs, 
have always m ainta ined th a t the 
Bolshevik d ic ta to rsh ip  was on ly 
a new version o f Czarism . They 
close th e ir  eyes to such “ de­
ta ils ”  as the abo lition  o f the 
m onarchy and the no b ility , the 
handing over o f the land to the 
peasants, the exp rop ria tion  o f 
cap ita l, the in troduc tion  of 
planned economy, a the is t educa­
tion , etc.

In  the same way libe ra l-a na r­
ch is t though t closes its  eyes to 
the fac t tha t the Bolshevist revo­
lu tion , w ith  a ll its  repressions, 
meant an upheaval o f social re­
la tions in the in te rest o f the 
masses, whereas the S ta lin is t

¡ng o f the S ta lin is ts  from  the 
la th  of the in te rna tiona l p ro le ­
ta rian  revo lu tion .”  Only a few 
lays ago an Am erican w r ite r , 
Liston M. Oak, who has p a r t i­
cipated in the Spanish Revolu­
tion, w ro te : “ The S ta lin is ts  in 
fact are today the fo rem ost re ­
v is ion is ts  o f M arx  and Lenin —  
Bernstein did not dare to go h a lf 
is fa r  as S ta lin  in rev is ing  
M arx .”

T h is  is absolute ly true . One 
m ust add on ly th a t Bernstein 
actua lly fe lt  ce rta in  theore tica l 
needs; he tr ied  conscientiously 
to establish the (re la tionsh ip  be­
tween the re fo rm is t practices of 
social democracy and its  p ro­
gram . The S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
how'ever, not only has no th ing in 
common w ith  M arx ism  but is ih

the rm ido rian  upheaval accom-general fo re ign  to any doctrine

Myra Tanner
Weiss

SW P C A N D ID A T E  
FOR

V IC E -P R E S ID E N T

Speaks on:

“ The New Events in the 
Soviet Union; Their 
Meaning fo r American 

Workers”

BUFFALO
Sat., June 30 — 8 P. M.

831 Main Street

BOSTON
Friday, July 6 -8 :3 0  P. M.

Com m unity Church Center 

565 Boylston Street

Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party

Brooklyn 
Public Meeting

“ W orking Class Policy 
in the 1956 Elections”

Hear
F A R R E L L  DOBBS —  So­

c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  P resi­
dentia l Candidate 

W. E. B. DU BOtS —  D is tin ­
guished Scholar and. E du­
cator

D A V ID  G O LD W A V  — Exec.
Sec. o f title Je ffe rson School 

C L IF F O R D  T. M cA V O Y  —  
Form er A LP  Candidate fo r 
Governor and M ayor 

•

Sunday, June 24 - 8 P. M.
Sunrise M anor 

1638 P itk in  Avenue
Donation 50c.

Auspices :
B rooklyn  Compass Club

(Continued from  page 1)

reduction W ill no doubt take place 
pe riod ica lly  in  the fu tu re  as in the 
past. B u t th is  much is certa in . 
The U n ited States wdJi not 
abandon its  basic m ilita ry  plans, 
and the ever-present danger of 
the cold w ar e rup ting  in to  an 
atom ic one wall not be eliminated'.

The ex is ting  co n flic t between 
the U.S. and the USSR is not the 
resu lt of an arm s race. On the 
con tra ry , the arm s race is only 
one expression o f the con flic t be­
tween tw o  an tagon istic  social 
systems. The United States gov­
ernm ent, which shapes its  policies 
not on the basis o f the needs or 
in terests o f the Am erican peo­
ple, but on tha t o f a t in y  clique 
o f pow erfu l in d u s tr ia lis ts  and 
Iinanciei'6, is determ ined to  estab­
lish the economic and po litica l 
dom ination o f the Am erican 
cap ita lis t class over the entire  
globe. I t  cannot accomplish th is  
by peaceful means. T ha t is the 
p r im a ry  reason fo r its  vast, per­
manent arm s bu ildup.

A  V IT A L  D IF F E R E N C E
T hat the U-S. is the pacesetle.i 

:n the w o rld  armament, race is 
dem onstrated by the simple fact 
tha t i t  is the on ly  coumuy in the 
w orld  th a t can a ffo rd  such an 
enormous sapping o f its  na tions ' 
resources. F o r the U-S., the 
production o f the weapons fo r  w ai­
ls absolute ly indispensable fo r  the 
maintenance o f its  cap ita lis t 
economy. F o r the Soviet Union, 
w 'th  nationalized production the 
e ffo r t  to match the level o f U.S. 
m ilita ry  power creates an ernom-
0 s, unneeded d ra in  on its  
economy.

D u ring  the te rr ib le  depression 
o f the T h irtie s , a ll o f Roosevelt’s 
lium p-p rim in g  could not get the 
wheels o f indus try  tu rn in g . I t  was 
on ly from  1938 on, when the “ New 
Ue*tl”  became the “ W ar Deal.’ 
tha t re la tive  p rospe rity  was again 
reestablished on  the basis o f 
massive arm s production.

In 1947. when n new “ recession”  
began to engu lf the country’ , the 
economic cris is  was averted when 
the T rum an admini®tra!iion p lu n g ­
ed the Am erican people in to  the 
bloody Korean “ police ac t'on .”  14 
was the production o f m unitions 
which once again set the wheels 
o f in du s try  tu rn in g .

1 PROP TO ECONOM Y

Today arm am ents constitu te  an

indispensable prop fo r  the econo, 
u iy. Even i f  one accepted Mi-. 
Dulles contention th a t arm-am-e-ntts> 
represent ten percent o f the gross 
national (product i t  is  clear th a t 
any substantia l reduction would 
resu lt in economic crisis.

I t  is already being dem onstra t­
ed tha t arm s production is a 
pa llia tive  tha t can on ly postpone, 
hut not e lim ina te  cap ita lis t cris is. 
There is today a cris is  in  a g r i­
cu ltu re  and fa rm  equipment 
production, in the autom obile in ­
dustry , etc., even w h ile  arms 
production is booming.

The propaganda fo r  d isarm a­
m ent by those who support 
cap ita lism  and approve o f U.S. 
fo re ign  po licy, can on ly  serve to 
deceive the g re a t mass o f the 
people who genuine ly yearn fo r 
an end to the insecu rity  and 
tension which m ilita r is m  engen­
ders. Th is is the essential function 
o f your com m ittee as well as that 
o f the P resident’s special assist an 
on disarm am ent, M r. Sbussen. 
There is no one in the Pentagon 
in any way in  danger o f losing 
his job as a consequence o f the 
•‘d isarm am ent”  proposals o f eithei 
your com m ittee o r o f M r. Stassen

F IG H T  FOR FR E E D O M
A g re a t movement is on foo ' 

th roughou t the w orld  to end th* 
ru le  o f im peria lism . The colon!a’ 
people are f ig h tin g  fo r  and w in ­
ning th e ir  independence. They a n  
dem anding an end to econonvi 
exp lo ita tion  and p o lit ic a l ty rann y  
They w ant no more m ilitarism  
and no more war.

The Soviet workers have onci 
again entered th is  world-wid< 
freedom figh t. By th e ir  pressur* 
they have won im portan t conces­
sions from  the K re m lin  d ic ta tors 
The Soviet workers are determ ined 
to e lim inate  the bureaucracy tha ' 
has deprived them  o f the ir 
po litica l r ig h ts . The Russian w o rk ­
ers are pushing fo r an end to th- 
bureaucratic p riv ileges taken u! 
the expense o f th e ir  liv in j 
standards.

The Soviet masses have endure 
S ta lin is t ty ra n n y  because Of tlhi 
'im peria lis t encirclem ent whig' 
threatened the conquests of- th 
1917 revo lu tion . T h is  encirclemer- 
was smashed as the consequence 
o f the v ic tories o f the Soviet arnu 
in W orld  W ar I I  and as a resul 
o f -the Chinese and Yugosla 
revo lu tions. The attem-pt to im 
[lose a new encirclem ent —  tin

Next Week in The M il ita n t :

'The Khrushchev Revelations'

By JAMES P. CANNON

so-ealled “ con ta inm ent”  po licy — 
which is the keystone o f U.S. 
fo re ign  po licy, is  doomed to 
fa ilu re .

A w a r unleashed aga inst the 
Soviet Union and China under 
present w o rld  conditions wo. 3d 
only mean a w ar o f nuclear 
devastation which cap ita lism  could 
not survive.

The Am erican people w ill 
in ev ita b ly  come to realize tha t 
they have no actua l co n flic t w ith  
the people o f the Soviet Union, 
China o r the colon ia l world . The 
asp ira tions o f the Am erican peo­
ple fo r  peace and secu rity  w ill 
not be realized in con flic t w ith  
the oppressed o f the w orld  hut in 
cooperation w ith  them. The in ­
terests o f the Am erican people 
can be served only by rep lac ing 
the present governm ent o f the 
monopolists w ith  a W orkers and 
Farm ers governm ent.

A W orkers and Farm ers gov­
ernm ent in  Am erica would extend 
a hand o f genuine s o lid a rity  to 
the Soviet w orkers in th e ir  g reat 
s trugg le  to redem ocratize the

Soviet Union-. Such an action 
■would topple the  K re m lin  bureau­
cracy. T h is  would create the basis 
fc-r a w orld  socia list o rder where 
barbaric m ilita r is m  would be 
ended forever.

F o r the present, the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  demands:

SWP D E M A N D S
1. A n im m edia te ha lt of 

nuclear weapons tests. Scientists 
throughout the w orld  have u r ­
gently  warned o f the grave 
danger to the health o f hum an ity  
resu ltin g  from  the rad ioactive 
fa ll-o r t  o f these explosions. The 
people th roughou t the w orld  are 
in s is ten tly  demanding a ha lt to 
these te-sts. Let you r com m ittee 
jo in  in th is  demand.

2. The very destructiveness o f 
a coming w ar demands tha t a 
decision on w ar o r peace be 
removed from  the hands o f Con­
gress and the President and be 
placed in the hands o f the peo­
ple. Let your com m ittee demand 
th a t the question o f war or peace 
be subm itted to a peoples 
referendum .

...Legless Vet Wins Job
(Continued from  page 1) I K u tcher denied these categorica l- 

so, in a lm ost every case, on the Jy and demanded in  va in  th a t 
basis o f denial o f membership
or associations alleged against 
them.

PRO UD O F ID E A S

K utche r, however, presented 
the w itch  h-unters w ith  a brand 
new phenomenon. He proud ly a f­
f irm ed  membership in  the SWP 
and h is  socia list ideas. H is ea rly  
hearings, the re fore , were f a r ­
ces in which the governm ent’s 
“ case”  consisted o f p rov ing  
w hat K u tche r never denied —  
tha t he belonged to the SWP. 
This made his case a fundam en­
ta l challenge o f the A tto rn e y  
General’s lis t  its e lf  and the 
r ig h t  o f the V A  to f ire  h im  on 
the basis o f it.

In  add ition  to ta k in g  away 
his job, the w itch  hunters have 
tried to ev ic t him  and his aged 
la ren ts  from  th e ir  home in  a 
federal low-cost housing pro ject, 
again solely on grounds o f his 
iW P  membership.

N o t content w ith  ta k in g  his 
iob and th rea ten ing  his home, 
he w itch  hunters, ju s t before 

;ast Christm as, cu t o f f  the dou­
ble am putee’s pension. Public 
ou tcry ra p id ly  forced its  tem - 
oorary res to ra tion  as w ell as an 
inprecedented open hearing on 
he charges o f the pension board 
ig a in s t him . A t  th is  hearing the

he be allowed to  con fro n t his 
accusers. E a rly  th is  year the 
V A  board on pension fo rfe itu re s , 
w ith  ill-g race , ru led in his fa ­
vor.

On A p r i l 20 the U.S. C irc u it 
Court o f Appeals in  W ashington. 
D.C., ruled th a t K u tche r should 
be restored to his job. T h is  legal 
v ind ica tion  came a fte r  his a t­
torney, Joseph L . Rauh, had 
tw ice fough t the case up and 
down the long ladder o f " lo y a l­
ty ”  boards and up to  the C ourt 
o f Appeals.

IM P O R T A N T  P R E C E D E N T
The decision declared liu tc h e r ’s 

r ig h ts  under the Veterans P re f­
erence A c t had been vio lated. 
T ha t i t  was a precedent fo r  the 
decision o f the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt two m onths la te r in the 
case o f K endrick Cole. This, 
too, was based on the Veterans 
Preference A ct. In  it ,  the h igh 
cou rt ruled th a t the “ lo y a lty - 
secu rity ”  purge was being i l le ­
g a lly  used aga inst governm ent 
employees in “ non-sensitive”  
jobs.

Some deta ils o f the govern­
m ent’s action in res to rin g  K u t- 
cher’s job are as y e t no t c la r i­
fied. A f te r  the cou rt decision 
last A p r i l the press declared 
th a t should the governm ent give 
h im  back his job  i t  would also

ist epoch as an epoch o f wars 
and revo lu tions; o f bourgeois 
democracy in the era o f decay­
ing cap ita lism ; o f the co rre la ­
tion  between the general s tr ik e  
and the insu rrec tio n ; o f (he ro le 
o f pa rty , soviets and trade un­
ions in the period o f p ro le ta rian  
revolution-; in  its  theory o f "  the’ 
soviet state, o f the economy o f 
trans ition , o f fascism and Bona­
pa rtism  in  the epoch o f ca p ita l­
ist decline; f in a lly  in its  analysis 
o f the degeneration o f the Bol­
shevik pa rty  its e lf  and o f the 
Soviet state.

Le t any o ther tendency (be 
named th a t has added an y th in g  
essential to the conclusions and 
genera lizations o f Bolshevism. 
T heo re tica lly  and p o lit ic a lly  Van- 
dervelde, DeBrouckere, H ilfe rd - 
ing, O tto  Bauer, Leon B lum , Zy- 
rom ski, no t to m ention M a jo r 
A ttle e  and Norm an Thomas, live  
on the d ilap idated le ftovers  o f 
the past.

The degeneration o f the Com­
in te rn  is most crudely expressed 
by the fa c t th a t i t  has dropped 
to the theore tica l level o f the 
Second In te rn a tion a l. A ll  the 
varie ties  o f in te rm ed ia ry  groups 
(Independent Labour P a rty  o f 
G reat B rita in , PO UM  and th e ir  
lik e ) adapt every week new 
haphazard fragm en ts  o f M arx  
and Lenin to th e ir  cu rre n t needs.

th row n back to modest propa­
gand ist p repa ra tion . The b ig  
cap ita lis ts  are, in  th is  question 
as in many others, fa r  more 
pene tra ting  than the p e tty -b o u r­
geois who im agine themselves 
"so c ia lis ts ”  o r “ com m unists” .

I t  is no accident th a t the sub­
ject o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l 
does not leave the colum ns o f 
the w orld  press. The bu rn ing  
h is to rica l need fo r  revo lu tion ­
ary leadership prom ises to  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l an excep­
tio n a lly  rap id  tempo o f g row th . 
The greatest guarantee o f its  
fu r th e r  success lies in the fa c t 
th a t i t  has not arisen away from  
the la rge  h is to ric  road, bu t is 
an organic o u tg row th  o f B o l­
shevism.

A ugust 29, 1937.
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■hairman announced he would have to pay him  back wages.
‘make up the ru les”  as he “ w ent 
ilo n g .”  The charges against 
K utcher were fa n ta s tic  and non­
sensical statem ents a ttr ib u te d  to 
aim by faceless in fo rm ers .

The June 21 N .Y . T imes, how ­
ever, rep o rts : “ There has been, 
no de term ination  as y e t w hether 
he can recover more than $20,- 
000 in  back pay,”  1
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NAACP Banned; New Organization Set Up

1. The World Crisis of Stalinism
There is now unmistakable evidence of 

seething discontent in the ranks of the 
Communist parties throughout the world 
w ith Khrushchev’s explanations of Stalin’s 
regime of mass murder and frame-ups.

Palmiro Toglia tti, S talinist chief of the 
Ita lian CP, largest in the capitalist world, 
declared in  an interview June 17 tha t the 
present Soviet leaders have not offered a 
satisfactory explanation “ based on M arxist 
c rite ria ” of how Stalin’s police dictatorship 
“ got mixed up w ith the development of a 
socialist society.”  He also raised the ques­
tion of “ the responsibility of the entire 
directing group,” including Khrushchev, 
Bulganin, etc., fo r the crimes of the Stalin 
regime.

On June 19 the Political Bureau of the 
French Communist Party said: “ The ex­
planations given up to now on the faults o f 
Stalin, the ir origin, the conditions in which 
they were produced, are not satisfactory. 
A careful M arxist analysis is indispensable 
to determine the combination of circum­
stances in which Stalin came to exercise 
personal power.”  The statement of the 
Political Bureau, which paralleled the' 
declaration o f Tog lia tti, also pointed out 
tha t the present Krem lin leaders par­
ticipated in building up the. Stalin cult.

What accounts fo r these unprecedented 
criticism s of the Krem lin by the leaders of 
two mass Communist parties? It is clear 
tha t neither Tog lia tti nor Thorez are eager 
to destroy the Stalin cult. As a m atter of 
fact they couple the ir criticism  of Khrush­
chev’s explanations w ith complaints that 
Stalin’s “ positive”  role is being under­
estimated. The French Communist Party

leaders have maintained an almost com­
plete silence on the revelations abort 
Stalin since the 20th Congress. Only the 
publication of the Khrushchev speech by 
the capitalist press forced them to spea! 
up. Why then are they now raising th i 
sharpest questions about Khrushchev’f 
fa ilure to explain the crimes o f Stalin anc 
his complicity in them?

The June 20 Daily W orker gives the 
answer: “ For some time the French Com­
munist leaders have taken a much less 
critica l attitude toward the Soviet Com­
munist errors than other Communist 
Parties. However, in the course of pre- 
congress discussion, now going on k  
preparation fo r the 14th congress o f the 
French CP there has been considerable 
criticism  of the leaders by the rank anc’ 
file .”

The Daily W orker does not explain why 
the French CP leaders had to be forced tc 
break silence on Stalin’s crimes by ran i 
and file  pressure. But i t  is nevertheless 
clear tha t in addition to the powerful pres 
sure of the Soviet working class, whicl 
forced the S talin ist bureaucracy to male; 
a number of im portant economic and po 
Utical concession® since the death of Stalin * 
we are now witnessing the intervention of 
the. rank and file  of the mass communis!' 
parties in the discussion tha t has opened 
w ith the 20th Congress, v

This spells nothing less than a world 
wide crisis of Stalinism. I t  is a crisis whicl 
w ill inevitably force a discussion not only 
of the crimes of Stalin in  the Soviet Unior 
but also the international crimes of Stal 
inism and above all its  politica l crimes.

2. Crimes of Togliatti and Thorez
The reason why Tog lia tti and Thorez are 

so reluctant to destroy the Stalin cult root 
and branch, is that they were an integral 
part of its  development. Moreover, the 
domination of the bureaucratic machines 
in  the French and Ita lian CP’s are 
threatened by the destruction of the cult. 
The building of these machines was 
promoted by none other .than Stalin.

The trium ph of the privileged,, bureau­
cracy in the Soviet Union, which found its 
expression in S talin’s autocratic rule, 
resulted in the liquidation of the Commu­
n is t International and the bureaucratic 
degeneration of the Communist parties 
throughout the world. They ceased to 
function as instruments of the revolu'- 
tianary workers’ struggle against capital­
ism.

Alongside of the destruction of the T ro t­
skyist L e ft Opposition in  the Soviet Union 
came the international campaign against 
Trotskyism . In the process every Commu­
n is t party was transformed. In place of 
independent revolutionary leaders, who 
had won th e ir place in  the test o f class 
struggle w ith in  the ir own country, servile 
careerists were selected, whose main talent 
lay in expressing blind obedience to 
S talin’s international machine.

In the Soviet Union, the bureaucratic 
caste destroyed not only Lenin’s party 
and the institutions of workers’ democracy, 
but also abandoned Leninist international­
ism and replaced i t  w ith  S talin ist national 
socialism. Marching in  step, the respective 
Communist parties abandoned the politics 
of class struggle in favor o f the most 
treacherous brand of re fo rm ist class col­
laboration.

Stalin insisted tha t the Communist 
parties should shape th e ir basic attitude 
toward the ir respective capita list rulers to 
■the needs of Soviet diplomacy. Thus when

Stalin consummated a m ilita ry  pact w ith 
French imperialism in  1934 (Stalin-Lava 
Pact) the French Communist Party over 
n ight switched to support of the capitalist 
government.

When Stalin made his deal w ith Roose 
velt and Churchill a t Yalta, in  return foi 
certain te rrito ria l, diplomatic and m ilita ry 
concessions, he gave his assurance that the 
Communist t parties of Europe would 
protect capitalism from  revolutionary over­
throw follow ing World W ar II.

Stalin kept his word at the expense of 
the Ita lian and French working class and 
the international socialist revolution. Both 
the French and Ita lian Communist parties, 
emerged from  the war w ith the decisive 
sections of the working class in the ir 
ranks. Capitalism in  both countries was 
ruined, its  leading politica l parties am' 
spokesmen compromised, discredited and 
despised as fascist collaborators. The 
middle class showed every inclination tc 
mobilize behind the working class. In t 
word, the objective situation created firs t 
rate revolutionary opportunities fo r the 
victory o f workers’- power.

The extreme debility of the French and 
Ita lian capitalist class assured a relatively 
peaceful transform ation provided the par­
ties of the working class acted decisively. 
American im perialism  was impotent to 
ha lt such a transform ation by m ilita ry  
force. Its  hands were tied by the tremend­
ous “ Go Home”  demonstrations of the 
G I’s.

Tog lia tti and Thorez, follow ing the 
.politics o f Stalinism, acted as saviors of 
capitalism and not revolutionary leaders. 
They bear the responsibility fo r dissipat­
ing these m agnificent revolutionary op­
portunities. When the discussion in the 
ranks of the Ita lian  and French CP’s really 
gets under way, a fu ll accounting of th is 
betrayal w ill be high on the ir lis t of topics.

3. W here is the Discussion Leading?
W ith the active intervention of the revo­

lutionary working class of the mass Com­
munist parties' the discussion in the world 
working class movement w ill deepen. The 
questions posed by T og lia tti and Thorez in 
response to  the turbulent pressure from  
the ranks w ill lead to other and deeper 
questions.

The M arxist analysis o f the roots of 
Stalin’s crimes in  the Soviet Union w ill 
disclose the social form ation tha t produced 
the Stalin cult — the parasitic caste of 
the Soviet bureaucracy. I t  w ill also show 
how the Trotskyist program best expresses 
proletarian opposition to Stalinism. The 
character of Stalinism as a m anifestation 
of the pressure of world capitalism on the 
summits of the firs t workers’ state in his­
to ry  w ill be fu lly  revealed.

A ll attempts to separate the monstrous 
crimes of Stalinism from  its  politics w ill 
fa ll to. the ground. I t  w ill become clear tha t 
the program of the Communist parties to­
day are 'an expression, not of the applica­
tion o f Leninism to new conditions, but the 
very opposite. Stalinism w ill stand exposed

By George Lavan
In  p rom pt and s t ir r in g  rep ly  

to the in ju n c tio n  banning the 
N ationa l Association fo r  the A d­
vancement o f Colored People 
from  Alabama, the Negro people 
of th a t s ta te  have already set 
up another o rgan iza tion  w ith  a, 
m ilita n t an ti-J im  Crow program .

The new organ iza tion  was 
form ed in B irm ingham , the 
la rgest c ity  in- A labam a and one 
o f the w o rs t J im  Crow hells 
in the South. I ts  name is the 
A labam a C h ris tian  M ovem ent fo r  
Human K ig h ts  and its  goal is  
complete in te g ra tion .

The A C M H R  was f i r s t  p ro je c t­
ed . on June 4, three days a fte r 
the a n ti-N A A C P  in jun c tion , by 
a m eeting o f eleven re lig ious 
and civ ic leaders o f B irm in g ­
ham’s N egro com m unity . Th is 
com m ittee determ ined to  call a 
mass m eeting to fo rm  a new o r­
ganization .

LA  RGB M E E T IN G
The m eeting was called fo r  

June 6 a t the Sardis B ap tis t 
Church. Accord ing to the A fro -  
Am erican (June 16), “ about 1,- 
500 jammed the church th a t had 
a seating Capacity o f about 
850.”

Rev. F . L . S hu ttlesw orth , 34- 
year old pastor o f another Bap­
tis t Church and a member o f the 
in it ia t in g  com m ittee, presided. 
He explained the need fo r  the 
proposed o rgan iza tion  and its  
state-w ide im p lica tions. A  very, 
prom ising fea tu re  o f th is  found­
in g  m eeting was its  complete­
ly  dem ocratic na ture . There was 
no cut and dried, ta k e -it-o r- 
leave-it p lan and program  be­
ing handed down fro m  above but 
a free and open discussion o f 
the needs o f the Negro people o f 
A labam a and the best ways to 
proceed.

Before the adoption o f a s ta te ­
m ent o f princip les, by-law s and 
election o f o ffice rs , a conserva­
tive  'Negro leader, Rev. G. W . 
M urra y , took the f lo o r  to  ob­
ject. “ We should th in k  sanely 
o f w ha t we are doing. B irm in g ­
ham is too over-organized now.”  
He re fe rred  to an organ iza tion  
o f Negro m in is te rs  form ed in 
the c ity  a num ber o f m onths 
previously.

In  rep ly , Rev. S hu ttlesw orth  
indicated th a t the  A C M H R  
would no t be m ere ly  another 
top level com m ittee do ing li t t le ,  
and th a t ‘ s low ly. He pointed ou t

U. S, Scientist in  Moscow
(i)in the s trugg le  so v a lia n tly  and 

w ith o u t rancor, hate and smear, 
and above a ll, w ith o u t violence.”

W A IT E D  TOO LONG
‘‘As to ‘G radualism ’ we hold 

th a t i t  means to move fo rw a rd , 
s low ly maybe, b u t su re ly ; no t 
vac illa tion , .p rocrastina tion  o r  
evasion. And the ha s tily  enacted 
laws and enflam ed statem ents o f 
public o ff ic ia ls  do no t lead us 
to embrace ‘G radualism .’ We 
w ant a beginning now ! We have 
already w a ited 100 yea rs !!”

T h e  m eeting unanim ously 
elected Rev. S hu ttlesw o rth  pres­
ident. A lso  chosen were com­

m ittees on finance, education, 
recreation , tran sp o rta tio n , police 
pro tection , c iv ic  r ig h ts , jobs, 
vo tin g , re g is tra tio n , housing and 
you th.

Several days a f te r  the  m eet­
in g  Rev. D. S hu ttlesw o rth  to ld  
reporte rs  th a t the A C M H R  “ is 
g row ing  lik e  w ild f ire . I  th ink ' i t  
w ill lead to a ll pa rts  o f the 
sta te .”  He also declared: “ They 
can’t  accuse us o f be ing o u t­
s iders; we are insiders.”  The 
N A A C P  was forced to suspend 
ac tiv itie s  in  A labam a on the le­
gal f ic t io n  tha t i t  was a “ fo r ­
e ign ”  o rgan iza tion .

. . .  CWA to Fight ‘Security’ Case

Dr. Robert E. Marshak of the University of. Rochester, 
N. Y. addressing the High Energy Physics Conference in Moscow 
last mopth. He was one of 14 U.S. scientists attending the con-' 
terence. The Soviet Union leads the U.S. in peaceful uses of 
atomic energy. The USSR also leads this country in declassifying 
atomic information.

the ineffectiveness o f the  m in ­
is te rs ’ com m ittee by rem ark ing , 
“ I f  i t  takes one o rgan iza tion  f iv e  
m onths to ge t a cons titu tion , 
w hat are we go ing  to do?”

PRINCIPLES STATED  
The m eeting en thus iastica lly  

adopted a D eclara tion o f P r in c i­
ples, wh ich stated in  p a r t:

“As free and independent ci­
tizens of the United States of 
America, and of the State of 
Alabama, we express publicly 
our determination to press for­
ward persistently for Freedom 
and Democracy, and the removal 
from our society of any forms 
of Second Class Citizenship.

“ We are n o t echoing the w il l  
or sentim ents o f outsiders bu t 
our conviction and w il l  to  be 
free ; so help us God.

“  . . .We believe in our courts
and in jus tice  adm in istered by 
our cou rts ; b u t we now p o in t 
ou t to the na tio n ’s conscience 
a strange paradox: One state 
d is tr ic t  cou rt judge can ru le  and 
im m ed ia te ly  i t  is  obeyed over 
the en tire  s tate —  even i f  ques­
tioned o r disagreed w ith ;  bu t 
even a unanimous decision by 
nine judges o f the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt (se t up by the Constitu­
tion  to  be the h ighest and f in a l 
cou rt), and ru ling s  by federa l 
d is tr ic t  judges, representing  the 
whole U .S .A ., are no t on ly  ques­
tioned and disagreed w ith , bu t 
openly flaun ted , d isregarded and 
to ta l ly  ignored.

“  . . .B u t most especially do 
we applaud Negroes in  M on t­
gom ery, A la ., and Tallahassee, 
F la ., fo r  conducting themselves

(Continued fro m  page 1)
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, 
bhat there was no need to  fire  
Kneznar and D ress ier fo r  lack 
o f “ s e c u rity ”  clearance since the 
company had p le n ty  o f th e ir  type 
o f w o rk  in places re q u ir in g  no 
clearance, were igno red  by the 
Belli Corporation.

B A C K E D  BY BO ARD
The C W A  Executive Board, 

recogn iz ing the im portance o f the 
case fo r  sa feguard ing the un ion ’s 
con tract r ig h ts , decided to figh t 
to rega in  K rez ira r’s jo b  th rough 
a rb itra tio n .

A reactionary  m in o r ity  on the 
Executive Board , headed by Vice 
President A . T. Jones, a M c­
C a rth y ite  type, b it te r ly  oppose- 
c a rry in g  the K re zn a r case th rough  
the grievance procedures. Jones 
tr ied  to make the issue the ra l ly ­
ing g-round fo r  a fac tio n  to ourt 
President B eirne fro m  office. A 
barrage o f le tte rs  was sent out 
in the  p re-convention perio 
hys te rica lly  la be lling  the . .E x ­
ecutive Board's support o f K rcz  
n a r’s r ig h ts  as a un ion man n r 
endorsement o f comanunlism and 
sm earing Beirne and the m a jo r it ;  
o f the Executive Board.

On June 13 the fig h t came to n 
head on the flo o r o f the  conven­
tion. V ice P resident Jones led 
the a ttack  fo r  a repud ia tion  of 
the Executive Board stand in a 
ran ting , f la g -w a v in g  speech tha t 
lasted over an hour. The core of 
his argum ent was the untenable 
assertion th a t use o f  the  umiion’i  
grievance m ach inery to prevent 
K reznar’s f ir in g  m eant CWA 
endorsement o f K rezn a r’s alleged 
p o litica l be lie fs.

as the very evil tha t Lenin fought all his 
life  — namely, class collaboration and 
betrayal of the revolution.

We Trotskyists have complete con­
fidence in  the outcome o f the discussion 
now forced upon the CP leaders by the ir 
ranks. I t  was in itia ted by the irresistib le 
determination of the Russian working 
class to put an end to Stalinism. Now i t  is 
clear that in addition to the Soviet work­
ing people the ranks of the world Commu­
nist movement are intervening to demand 
revolutionary tru th  and cla rity.

In England and in  the United States the. 
discussion is making rapid progress. Every 
day there is new evidence tha t the aid 
taboos of Stalinism against discussing w ith 
Trotskyists are being removed by honest 
m ilitants in  the CP, determined to th ink 
through the burning problems under dis­
cussion.

These developments open up a great new 
prospect: the regroupment of the world 
working class vanguard under the banner 
of revolutionary Marxism. Such a regroup- 
ment is the indispensable prerequisite for 
the world socialist victory.

Our Readers Take the Floor
th is  s tr ik e  another company has 
forced a s tronger tie  between 
man and woman. J u s t as the 
women played a ro le  in  “ S a lt o f 
the E a rth ” , you can believe they 
are doing the same here. M any 
are w o rk in g  and keeping fa m ­
ilies  together. They are no t 
g r ip in g ; they understand w h a t 
th e ir  men are do ing fo r  the  fa m ­
ily . Women are w o rk in g  tire less­
ly  in  the  un ion ha ll, on the 
p icke t line. The “ woman ques­
t io n ”  as "ra ised in “ S a lt o f the 
E a rth ”  is  no longer a hyp o the ti­
cal p roposition , i t  is  a question 
o f decla ring  sides —  “ W hich 
side are you on ? ”

T h is  is my f i r s t  a tte m p t a t 
rev iew ing  a movie and is  no t 
intended as a lite ra ry  trea tise .' 
I t  is  a descrip tion o f seeing a 
show w ith  a - bunch th a t were 
look ing  a t themselves. I  ju s t 
though t M il ita n t  readers would 
like  to  sharp th is  experience 
w ith  me.

S incere ly,
Mrs. G.

Letter from England
Sherwood, N o ttingham  
England 
M ay 25, 1956 

E d ito r, The M il ita n t :
Copies o f The M il ita n t  now go 

a lm ost as soon as they a rrive  
and recently  have been snapped 
uip by members o f  the Com m unist 
P a rty  around here. The local Com­
m un ist Painty has been in  tu rm o il 
since the reve la tions about S ta lin  
and there is d if f ic u lty  keeping up 
w ith  the  demand fo r  Trots-ky’s 
w ritin g s .

The M il ita n t  has done a fine job 
on the 20th Congress and its  
artic les have re a lly  con tribu ted to 
the c la rifica tio n  o f the  events ini 
the Soviet Union. A t  the local 
lib ra ry  the re  is a w a it in g  l is t  fo r  
the w r itin g s  o f T ro tsky , (there 
are ve ry  fe w ), and fo r  such books 
as th a t o f O rlov  and the memoirs 
o f L itv in o v . O ur own Library o f 
T ro ts k y ’s w orks now res t on about 
2-0 d iffe re n t bookshelves, m ostly  
CP’ers. L e t’s hope they keep 
c ircu la tin g .

W ith  w arm est fra te rn a l g ree t­
ings,

S igned: S. B.

Letter from India
K anpur, Ind ia  
M ay 21, 1956 

E d ito r, The M il ita n t :
E ve ry  one in the E ast is pained 

to read about the segregation 
being practiced in  the U n ited 
States. The fac tua l 1 incidents 
re fle c tin g  the courage o f the Ne­
groes in  fac in g  insu lts , acts o f 
violence and m urder, are h ig h ly

commendable. The w o rld  was 
shocked by the behaviour o f 
u n ive rs ity  students in  A labam a 
tow ard M iss Lucy, when they 
th rew  brick®  and eggs a t her and 
refused to a llow  her to  study 
lib ra ry  science w ith  them  because 
o f the color o f her skin.

The news reports  show th a t the 
problem  is no t lim ite d  to the 
inc ident o f M iss Lucy b u t has 
been repealed in  several other 
eases. Racialism  in  one area leads 
to rac ia lism  in  another, ju s t as 
fire  f la re s  up fro m  one place to 
another.

The Negro fo r  a cen tu ry  or 
over has suffered rac ia l in ­
d ign ities . A f te r  the Supreme 
C ourt decision, how does i t  happen 
th a t the governm ent in W ash­
ing ton a llow s fo u r  Southern Gov­
ernors to fram e new la w s  design­
ed to re ta in  the p a tte rn  o f race 
segregation ?

A  re p o rte r (W ill ia m  D ry lie )  
w ro te : “ Southern defiance o f the 
Supreme C o u rt is  no th ing  new. 
In  1832 d u rin g  the presidentship 
o f Jackson, the  cou rt upheld an 
appeal o f Samuel W orchester, 
who was ja ile d  b y  G eorgia fo r

liv in g  among Ind ians w ith o u t a 
license; the keeping o f which 
was necessary to  con tro l a gold 
mteh in the  state.

“ When Justice John M arsha ll 
and o ther members o f the court 
ruled aga inst the S tate o f 
Georgia, the St-afe ig'nored the 
decision and kep t W orchester in  
ja il fo r  over a year before releas­
ing  h im . Justice S to rey w ro te : 
‘The cou rt has done its  duty. 
L o t the na tion do the irs . I f  we 
have a governm ent le t  its  com­
mand be obeyed; i f  we have i t  
not i t  is as w e ll to know  i t  a t 
once and to look a t the  con­
sequence.’

‘John Marshal)! has made his 
decision now le t h im  enforce i t , ’ 
p res iden t Jackson rep lied . I t  is 
these words o f Jackson which are 
echoing in the South today.”

I t  w ould be illo g ica l and f a l­
lacious on the p a r t  o f r ig h t  th in k ­
ing  U. S. c itizens to  keep mum 
over such an im p o rta n t na tional 
issue w h ich  needs fo rem ost a tte n ­
tion , so th a t a ll mtay live  in 
tra n q u ility  and frien dsh ip .

Yours tru ly ,
M iss V ija y a  Lakshm i Aga

NEW TROTSKY REPRINT

Scores o f  un ion  o ffic ia ls  and 
delegates spoke in the s ix  hour 
debate. P resident Beirne, w h ile  
stress ing h is  own personal op­
position  to com m unism  -and so­
c ia lism  and a ll unorthodox .po­
li t ic a l views, po in ted o u t th a t the 
crux o f the m a tte r was w hethe r 
a le tte r  fro m  a governm ent 
agency, unsupported by  any 
evidence, was su ffic ie n t to w ipe 
ou t a m em ber’s job secu rity  r ig h ts  
under the  un ion con tract. He 
declared th a t  a num ber o f the 
le tte rs  sent by Jones to  CW A 
s ta f f  people were “ good docu­
ments on com m unism ”  b u t th a t 
th is  was n o t the issue invo lved 
in the C W A ’s backing o f K re z ­
n a r’s f ig h t fo r  re insta tem ent.

When fin a lly  the vote was taken 
the M cC a rth y ite  a ttem p t to cancel 
members’ r ig h ts  under the con­
tra c t because o f th e ir  alleged 
po litica l views was overwhelm ed 
by a m arg in  o f five-to-one.

Thereupon Vice President Jones 
made an em otional hour - long 
speech o ffe r in g  to  resign no t on ly  
from  his office bu t fro m  the un ion  
itse lf. In a  gesture o f generosity, 
and undoubtedly to  preserve the 
CW lA’s u n ity , P resident B e irne 
replied u rg in g  the convention to 
refuse Jones’ res ignation . A  mo­
tion  was made to  th a t e ffe c t 
and wa.S' carried.

H E A R T E N IN G  S IG N
The CW A Convention’s support 

o f K re zn a r’s job r ig h ts  is  a 
hearten ing sign th a t the labo r 
movement is  aw akening to the 
danger posed to  un ion is ts  by the 
“ lo y a lty -s e c u rity ”  p rogram  in  the 
hands o f an ti-ta bo r employei-s. 
These, la tte r  have been us ing  i t  to 
weed ou t union m ilita n ts  in  in ­
d u s try  a f te r  in d u s try . Awareness 
o f th e  im portance o f the  CW'A 
action; is  re flec ted  in  the June 16 
issue o f the  A F L -C IO  News 
which carre id the  K re zn a r s to ry  
on its  f ro n t  page.

I t  is  also significant, th a t  the 
Witelh h u n t w h ich began in gov­
ernm ent agencies and then spread 
like  a m a lig n a n t cancer to  p riva te  
in d u s try  is now under a ttack  in its  
o rig in a l source. Recently the U.S. 
Supreme C ourt ru led th a t  the 
“ lo y a lty ”  purge "was ille g a l when 
used aga inst governm ent w o rkers  
in  “ non-sensitive”  jobs. T h is  is 
not on ly  a lim ite d  and belated 
reassertion o f tra d itio n a l A m e r­
ican c iv il lib e rtie s  b u t a  measure 
o f the d iscred it w ith  w h ich the 
wffibcih h u n t has come to be re ­

g a rd e d  by  the Am erican ' people. 
PRO G RAM  A D O P T E D

A t  the  C W A  Convention the 
forces o f reac tion  raised th e ir  
heads once m ore in  an a tte m p t to  
s tr ik e  ou t o f a reso lu tion a 
demand fo r  sta te  FE P C  laws. 
This, too, was beaten down.

The convention adopted a 1956 
b a rg a in in g  p rog ram  w h ich in ­
cluded a 35-hour week, a sub­
s tan tia l general wage increase, 
e lim ina tion  o f area d iffe re n tia ls  
in pay, com pany-paid health  in ­
surance and im proved vacations1.

T H E  K IR O V  A S S A S S IN A T IO N . By Leon T ro tsky . P ioneer P ub­
lishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y ork . 32 pp., 25 cents.

The murder in 1934 of K irov, one of S talin’s lieuten­
ants, by a locail Soviet functionary, Leonid Nikolayev,, 
sparked the infamous ju rid ica l frame-ups known to history 
as the “ Moscow T r ia ls ”  o f p- 
which the  exiled Leon T ro ts k y  
was the p rinc ip a l ta rg e t. A na ­
ly z in g  the K iro v  m urder a t th a t 
tim e  in  th is  pam phlet, now re ­
issued, T ro ts k y  deduced fro m  
the Soviet press dispatches th a t 
the shooting o f K iro v  had been 
engineered by the G P U  its e lf.

TR O TS K Y  C O N F IR M E D
T w en ty -tw o  years la te r, T ro t­

sky ’s charge has been con firm ed 
by Khrushchev in  his 20th Con­
gress speech in  wh ich he said,
“ The circum stances surround ing  
K iro v ’s m urder hide m any th ings  
w h ich  are inexp licab le  and de­
mand a care fu l exam ination .
There are reasons fo r  the  sus­
picion th a t the k i l le r  o f K iro v  
. . . was assisted by someone 
fro m  among the people whose 
du ty  i t  was to  p ro tec t the p e r­
son o f K iro v .”

Khrushchev then w restles w ith  
a seem ingly th o rn y  dilem m a.
The S ta lin is t te r ro r , according to 
Khrushchev, began a f te r  “ social 
ism in  our coun try  was fun da ­
m en ta lly  established.”

T ro ts k y ’s exposure o f the  K i­
rov fram e-up  was made possible 
by h is re jec tion  o f K hrushchev’s 
“ theo re tica l”  contention. “ I f  we 
w ant to  understand w hat is  oc­
cu rr in g ,”  expla ined T ro ts k y , “ we 
m ust above a ll re jec t the  o f f i ­
c ia l theo ry , according to which 
a classless society is a lready es­
tablished in  the USSR-’ ’ 

Proceeding fro m  the M a rx is t 
conception th a t the Soviet bu­
reaucracy is a re fle c tion  o f the 
“ tra n s itio n a l stage between tw o  
system s,”  T ro ts k y  was able to  
u n e rr in g ly  p red ic t, “ The écono­
m ie successes and the cu ltu ra l: 
progress . . .  tu rns m ore and more 
aga inst bureaucra tic  conserva­
tism , bu reaucra tic  license and 
bu reaucra tic  rap a c ity . . . The 
progress in  technology and cu l­
tu re . . . a u tom a tica lly  tu rn s
aga inst the  bureaucracy. . . The 
conditions are created w h ich  
c lea rly  menace the ru le  o f the 
bureaucracy w h ich  has ou tlived  
its e lf.”

— HARRY RING

Detroit Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum 

•
C U R R E N T  E V E N T S  

IN  T H E  W O R LD  O F  
P O L IT IC S

Two discussions on the  candi­
dates, the issues and the 

trends in  po litics  today 
•  .

Friday, June 29 — 8 P. M. 
Friday, July 6 — 8 P. M.

3737 W oodward, 2nd F loo r
Donation 25c.

Free fo r  Unemployed

INTER - RACIAL 
RESORT
Childrens Camp 

Opens J u ly  6 
•

70 M iles from  New  Y o rk
•

Accom m odations in  p riva te  
cabins o r modern lodge.

•
Send fo r  F ree C ircu la r 

Mountain Spring Camp 
RD No. 1 

Washington, N. J. 
Telephone: M u rra y  9-1352

'Salt of Earth'
Dear E d ito r :

T on igh t I  took m y children to 
see a movie. The name o f i t —is 
“ S a lt o f the E a r th ” . I t  was 
shown in  a sm all ha ll in  Lester, 
Pennsylvania, scene o f Local 
107 U nited E le c tr ica l, W esting - 
house s trike . In  fa c t Local 107, 
m y husband’s local, showed it .  
The event was fa m ily  n ig h t and 
a f in e r  bunch o f k ids  ever to 
s it  w ith  th e ir  m others and fa ­
thers I haven’t  seen in  m any 
a day.

The s tr ik e  stee ring  com m it­
tee chairm an, Bob K y le r, w ith  
his l i t t le  g ir l  in  h is arm s (she 
w ou ldn ’t  Istay p u t) in troduced 
the f i lm  w ith  the  rem a rk  th a t 
th is  f i lm  could have been p ro ­
duced in Lester instead o f New  
Mexico.

“ S a lt o f the E a rth ” , a s to ry  
o f a 13-month s tr ik e  in  a m ine, 
and ours is a s to ry  o f a 34-week 
s tr ik e  aga inst W estinghouse. 
Theirs  was a f ig h t  fo r  equal 
pay fo r  M exican m iners w ith  the 
o ther mines and ou r’s is the  f ig h t  
aga inst a 20 percent wage cut. 
The irs  was the  f ig h t  to  raise 
liv in g  ' standards to  a h igher 
level, ours is  the f ig h t  to  defend 
our standard o f liv in g . The irs  
was the f ig h t  o f man, woman 
and ch ild  so lida riz ing  themselves 
as one u n it  to f ig h t  the copper 
bosses, ours is the same type  
o f ba ttle  aga inst W estinghouse.

I t  is no wonder th a t the  f i lm  
has been banned, fo r  any w o rke r 
o r his three year old babe could 
recognize h im se lf on the screen. 
I t  is a ve ry  personal, in tim a te  
m ovie; you are no t even aw are 
o f the ac tin g  —  you are a p a r­
tic ip an t.

In  spite o f the fa c t th a t the 
f i lm  g o t o f f  to a bad s ta r t  (the  
sound p ro jection  d idn ’t  w o rk  a t 
f ir s t ,  and the f i lm  had to be 
stopped several tim es) s it t in g  
w ith  these Local 107 s tr ike rs  I  
could feel every s tru g g le  the 
m iners w ent through .

I t  wasn’t  so im p o rta n t th a t  
the m iners ’ w ives played a rea l 
ro le as mates and displayed such 
tremendous courage in  ta k in g  
over on the p icke t line  when the 
men s tr ike rs  go t an in ju n c tio n  
slapped on them, b u t the th in k ­
in g  th is  s trugg le  released. In te r ­
esting enough the same th in k ­
in g  occurred here in  Lester 
among the men. The applause 
fo r  the women in the m ovie can 
on ly be compared to the cheering 
and applause one gets a t a f ig h t  
r in g  when every punch you r boy 
gives comes fro m  Inside you.

This e igh t-m onth  s trugg le  in  
L e tte r  can be v ic to rious  i f  in  
no o thèr sense than  th a t ou t o f



The Negro Struggle
--------------------------  By Jean Blake -------------------------

What Kind of Political Action for NAACP?
I f  the 1956 convention of the National 

Association fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People tru ly  reflected the senti­
ments o f the overwhelming m ajority of 
the Negro people th is year, i t  would change 
its  policy on politica l action from  non- 
partisanship to independence.

W hat would such a change sign ify? I t  
would express in the fie ld  of politics what 
the Negro masses are saying through boy­
cotts, legal battles, student strikes, etc., 
th a t they w ill no longer accept the lesser 
evil in the  fig h t fo r equality. They want an 
end to Jim  Crow now.

The non-partisanship o f the NAACP has 
been a policy of m obilizing the Negro vote 
d irectly or indirectly fo r the Democrats 
and Republicans. The po litica l action of 
the Association has consisted of campaigns 
to get Negroes to  register and vote — to 
vote no m atter how bad the choice before 
them.

This has meant supporting Democrats 
and Republicans who advocate segregation 
— openly in  the South, more “ diplomat­
ica lly”  in  the North. I t  has also meant 
making a fe tish  o f voting, as though the 
holding of elections were an end in itse lf, 

.instead o f simply a means to an end.
This is not to  say th a t fig h tin g  fo r the 

rig h t to vote is 'not im portant. But tha t 
fig h t would be more meaningful,- and it  
would not be necessary to  harangue, insult, 
threaten and cajole the Negro masses to 
register and vote i f  they could be shown

how they could vote against Jim  Crow, in ­
stead of “ fo r a better man.” .

Independent po litica l action as an, 
NAACP policy, would mean a boycott of 
both the Democratic and Republican par­
ties on the basis o f th e ir record, the ir 
platform , and th e ir bi-partisan devotion to 
“ gradualism”  as the form ula fo r selling- 
out the democratic rights o f the Negro 
people.

A t the same time, independent political 
action would mean, calling fo r the ,̂ forma­
tion of a new party by the two powerful 
movements w ith  the most in  common and 
the most to gain by pu tting  th e ir own 
candidates in  office — the labor movement 
and the Negro movement.

And while the new party is being 
organized on a national scale, independent 
candidates can be nominated in  local cam­
paigns. Everywhere, w rite -in  candidates 
can be -substituted fo r Democrats and 
Republicans.

Politica l hacks w ill oppose independent 
'p o litica l action by screaming “ Commu­
n is t,”  or by the old saw th a t i t  is not 
“ realistic.”  They are wrong on both 
counts. The Communist P arty’s line is to 
oppose independent politics. They, like the 
other hacks, call i t  unrealistic and propose, 
instead, support of Democratic liberals.

By substitu ting independent fo r “non- 
partisan”  politics, the NAACP, (to para­
phrase an Old socialist slogan) has nothing 
to lose but itsvchains to  the two Jim  Crow 
parties, and a world to  win.

Democrats and Labor Laws
By Della Rossa

Congress is a graveyard fo r pro-labor 
legislation and the executioner is a repre­
sentative of “ labor’s own”  Democratic 
Party. I t  is  dear now th a t nothing w ill be 
done on the most im portant labor issues 
■in Congress — Taft-Hantley revision and 
extension of m inimum wage law coverage.

Chief Executioner o f th is  session’s 
buried pro-labor legislation has been 
Democratic Rep. Graham A. Barden of 
N orth Carolina who, as chairman of the 
House Labor Committee, has unique power 
over a ll labor legislation. Barden uses his 
vantage point to give fu ll vent to D ixiecrat 
anti-labor fears and hates, preventing even 
the m ildest kind o f pro-labor legislation 

' from  even getting a hearing.
Even i f  hearings are fina lly  held, i t  is 

certain, w ith  Congress driv ing fo r adjourn­
ment by July 15, th a t labor legislation 
cauldh’t  possibly be cleared through House1 
Rules Committee, passed on the floor and 
then passed by the Senate in  th is  session.

Proposed labor legislation would affect 
more than 40,000,000 people yet sub-com­
mittees have not even been named to make 
the ir recommendations. This legislation 
was simply forgotten.

Barden is o f the “ rig h t to suffe r”  school 
and callously says, “ I ’ve heal'd it  said tha t 
the United States doesn’t  get injured ju s t 
because of a b ill th a t doesn’t  get passed.”

I t  is obvious from  a statement like th is

tha t there are two Americas. One is the 
America of the bosses “ th a t doesn’t  get 
hu rt.”  The other America is tha t of the 
workers. Southern congressmen are dead- 
set against extending minim,um wage 
coverage fo r instance in to re ta il and whole­
sale fields and in to  chain hotels and chain 
theaters. They know th a t i f  these wages' 
break into the South it  w ill give an impetus 
to the demands of the farm  workers for 
something beyond th e ir present sub­
sistence wages.

The anti-labor record o f the Democrats 
in  Congress is not confined to the Dixie- 
crats. Lack of action by Democratic lead­
ers of committees and by a Democratic- 
controlled Congress has brought com­
plaints from  even Secretary o f Labor 
James P. M itchell, who is a Republican.

However, any claim tha t the Republicans 
are more pro-labor than the Democrats is 
s tric tly  phoney. The tru th  is th a t the 
Taft-H artley A ct has been amended, al­
though not by Congress. I t ’s been amended 
in practice by strangulating piece-meal 
anti-labor restrictive interpretations of 
Taft-H artley made by the Republican- 
dominated National Labor Relations Board.

The lesson labor must learn is tha t it 
won’t  get even the drop in  the bucket it  
has been asking fo r so long as i t  supports 
the two-party system. The only answer is 
fo r labor to build its own independent labor 
party, based on the trade unions.

B O L IV IA N . E LE C T IO N S  took 
place w ith o u t the coup d ’e ta t ex­
pected o f  the reactionary  Socia l­
is t  Fa lange P a rty  w ith  A rg e n ­
tin e  backing. Incom plete election 
resu lts  ind ica te a la rge  m arg in  
o f v ic to ry  fo r  the ru l in g  M N R  
P a rty . Th is is the pe tty -bourge­
ois led movem ent th a t was l i f t ­
ed to power by the w orkers  in  
the A p r i l 1952 revo lu tion . A f te r  
n a tion a liz in g  the t in  m ines and 
m aking  some land re fo rm s, i t  
has s tead ily  moved to  the r ig h t  
under the  pressure o f U.S. im ­
pe ria lism  fro m  w h ich i t  has ob­
ta ined fina nc ia l aid. I t  s t i l l  has 
considerable support among Bo­
liv ia n  w orkers  and peasants. 
The T ro ts k y is t p a rty , the POR, 
w h ich  has a long h is to ry  o f in ­
fluence in  the country , p a rtic u ­
la r ly  among the m iners, %vas ac­
tiv e  in  m ob iliz in g  w orkers  and 
peasants m ilit ia s  to  stand guard 
on election day aga inst the ex­
pected violence. No doubt these 
prepa ra tions counted heav ily  in  
the Fa lange ’s decision n o t to  
rise. The POR vote is as y e t 
no t known. A  clue to  w h a t i t  
m ay be is given in  the dispatch

John 6. Wright
N E W  YO R K, June 21 —  John 

G. W rig h t, in te rn a tio n a lly  known 
M arx is t theoretic ian, educator and 
jo u rn a lis t, died here today at 
>3:00 ,p. m. ju s t before the  M i l i ­
tan t w ent to  press, o f a heart 
a ttack  a f te r  an illness las ting  
ap p rox im a te ly  s ix  months. There 
w ill be a m em oria l m eeting fo r  
Comrade W rig h t at headquarters 
o f the  Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, on W ed­
nesday, June 27, a t 8:00 p. m. 
The M ilita n t next week w ill ca rry  
Comrade W r ig h t ’s ob itua ry .

(June 18) o f N .Y . T im es corre­
spondent Edw ard A . M o rro w  de­
scrib ing  the  B o liv ian  vo tin g : 
“ In  th is  c ity  [L a  Paz, the cap i­
ta l]  m ost booths had b a llo t slips 
o f a ll pa rties  entered in  the race. 
However, voters in  the in te r io r  
appa ren tly  had a m ore lim ited  
choice. In  12 o f 13 booths v is ited  
by th is  correspondent in  the 
p rov inc ia l c ity  o f V iacha, 20 
m iles west o f here, the voters 
could choose on ly  between the 
governm ent p a rty  and the Com­
m unists [S ta lin is ts ] . ’’

♦ *  *

74 Y E A R S  OF IM P E R IA L ­
IS T  O C C U P A TIO N  o f E gyp tia n  
soil ende<j on June 18 when the 
la s t B r it is h  troops le f t  the Suez 
canal area. The E gyp tian  mass­
es celebrated w ild ly  and a three- 
day . na tiona l ho liday was p ro ­
claimed.

*  *  *

R IO T IN G  IN  C E Y LO N  over 
the language question has re ­
sulted in  deaths, arson and loo t­
ing. T h is  is the f r u i t  o f  the 
com m unalist (i.e. p la y in g  o f f  
rac ia l and re lig ious  com m unities 
in the coun try  aga inst one an­
o ther) . po licy fo llowed by the 
U n ited Peoples F ron t, headed by 
S.W .R.D. Bandaranaike in  the 
recent elections. H is  cam paign 
m ixed in  w ith  an ti-im peria lism , 
and libe ra lism  a la rge  dose o f 
chauvin ism  fo r  the Sinhalese­
speaking m a jo r ity  o f Ceylon. In  
th is  he had support o f a p a r ty  
led by B uddh ist monks and a 
“ le f t is t ”  group headed by  P h ilip  
Gunawardene. The T ro tsky is t, 
LSSP, w h ich -won second place 
in the elections, opposed com- 
m unalism , urged s o lid a rity  o f the 
Sinhalese and the Tam il-speak ing  
m in o rity . I ts  p rogram  called fo r  
m aking both Sinhalese and T a­
m il tihe o ffic ia l languages o f Cey­
lon. P rim e  M in is te r Bandara-

na ike ’s a tte m p t to  pass a law  
m aking Sinhalese the on ly o f f i­
c ia l language called fo r th  pass­
ive resistance dem onstra tions by 
T am ils  w h ich  were soon m et 
w ith  mob action by chauv in is t 
Sinhalese. The LSSP is ca llin g  
fo r  s o lid a rity  o f w orkers and 
peasants o f a ll races, re lig ion s  
and languages to  stop the r io tin g .

*  *  *

P E R U V IA N  E L E C T I O N S  
proved a sm ashing repud ia tion  
o f fo rm e r d ic ta to r P resident 
O dria . H is  candidate fo r  p res i­
dent is run n ing  so fa r  behind 
the  others th a t Peruvian papers 
have stopped re p o rtin g  h is  vote. 
M il ita ry  d ic ta to r since 1948, 
O dria  became so hated th a t a 
year ago he began g ra n tin g  po­
lit ic a l concessions to the people. 
Consequently the recent election 
was more or less free , w ith  even 
the o f f ic ia lly  s t i l l  outlawed 
A PR A  run n ing  a candidate. 
T h is  candidate is ru n n in g  neck 
and neck w ith  a p o lit ic a l un­
known. T he  N .Y . T im es edi­
to r ia l o f June 19 notes th a t there 
is l i t t le  danger fro m  the once­
revo lu tiona ry  A P R A , w h ich now 
“ craves resp ec tab ility .”

* * *

B R IT IS H  REP R E S S IO N  IN  
CYPR US is ju s tif ie d  (June 19) 
by Hanson B a ldw in , N .Y . T im es 
m il ita ry  expert, in  a p ro -im ­
p e ria lis t a rgum ent in  the course 
o f w h ich he states th a t the 
Com m unists “ con tro l the labor 
unions there .”  Labo r’s D a ily  o f 
June 13 and 14 c a rry  artic les  
fro m  an im prisoned, anti-C om - 
m un is t P a rty  trade  union leader 
in  Cyprus and fro m  a recen tly  
re turned U A W  o ff ic ia l who was 
in Cyprus fo r  the anti-Com m un- 
is t IC F T U . B oth  emphasize th a t 
the B r it is h  m ilita r is ts  are smash­
in g  the IC F T U  supported unions 
there.
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Trotskyists Probe 
New CP Zig-Zag 
At Public Forums

Hundreds o f w orkers in  Los 
Angeles and New Y o rk  C ity , 
in c lud ing  sizeable groups fro m  
the C om m unist P a rty  and the 
Labor You th  League, attended 
m eetings o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  June 15 to  hear an 
exp lanation o f Khrushchev’s 
epoch-m aking speech exposing 
S ta lin .

Speakers a t bo th  m eetings 
were leaders o f the SW P and 
experts on S ta lin ism . In  Los A n ­
geles the m eeting was addressed 
by James P. Cannon, N a tiona l 
Chairm an o f the SW P and one 
o f the founders o f T ro tsky ism  
in  Am erica. Cannon has a record 
o f nearly  f i f t y  years in  the  la ­
bor movement. B eg inn ing  w ith  
the IW W  and the S oc ia lis t P a r­
ty , he was a founde r o f the 
Communast P a rty . One o f the 
f i r s t  to oppose the S ta lin is t de­
generation o f th a t p a rty , he was 
expelled in  1928 and led in  the  
found ing  o f the T ro ts k y is t group 
th a t la te r became the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty .

In  N ew  Y o rk  the audience 
heard M u rry  Weiss, ed ito r . o f 
the M ilita n t, who was expelled 
fro m  the Com m unist P a rty  in  
1933 fo r  question ing the S ta lin ­
is t po licy wh ich had pe rm itted  
H it le r  to  rise  to power w ith o u t 
opposition fro m  the German 
CP. Since then Weiss has been 
a leading SW P organ izer, speak­
er and w r ite r .

FOR F U L L  D IS C U S S IO N
“ There m ust be a new dis­

cussion, a fre e  exchange o f 
ideas, a new regroupm ent of 
honest w orkers fo r  the v ic to ry  
o f socialism  in  A m erica ,”  Can­
non to ld  his audience o f 150 a t 
the F ir s t  U n ita r ia n  Church in  
Los Angeles.

T ak in g  as a po in t o f depar­
tu re  a recent ed ito ria l o f the 
S ta lin is t D a ily  W o rke r prom is-

Next Week

IN  T H E  M IL IT A N T  
The

“ Krushchev Revelations”  
By

JA M E S  P- C A N N O N

in g  honesty and open-m inded­
ness, Cannon called fo r  a fu l l  
and free  discussion o f the  •Re­
gim e and policies o f S ta lin  in  
a series o f debates and forum s 
in which a ll rad ica l and socia list 
tendencies could take pa rt. He 
extended a special challenge to 
any C om m unist P a rty  leader to 
debate w ith  him the present CP 
policy o f supporting  the  Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty .

N E W  YO RK M E E T IN G
In  New Y o rk , M u rry  Weiss 

analyzed, fo r  an audience o f 
more than 100, the  contents o f  
Khrushchev’s secret - session 
speech to the 20th Congress o f 
the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
USSR. H e  showed th a t i t  was 
an o ff ic ia l repud ia tion  o f the 
m onstrous Moscow “ confession”  
tr ia ls  on which the whole cam­
pa ign o f slander and v ilif ic a t io n  
o f T ro tsky is ts  had been based.

W eiss’s speech was fo llow ed 
by a question-discussion period 
la s tin g  over an hour. Spokesmen 
o f the v ie w po in t o f  the Com­
m un is t P a rty  and o f o ther ten­
dencies in the labo r movement 
took the f lo o r  to express agree­
m ent or d iffe rences w ith  the 
speaker. When the ha ll had to  
be dosed a la rge  p a r t  o f the 
audience continued the discus­
sion a t an open house a t SW P 
headquarters in  New Y o rk .

SWP Me To
Hear Weiss

A fte r  com ple ting  a successful, 
tou r o f m a jo r c ities on the W est 
Coast and M idd le  W est, M yra  
Tanner Weiss, vice’ - presidentia l 
candidate o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty , re tu rn s  East to  w ind 
up her nation-w ide election cam­
paign tr ip . H er f irs t  speaking 
engagement on the  East Coast, 
w il l be in B u ffa lo  on June 30.

M rs. Weiss has been scheduled 
to speak on: The U.S. E lection 
Campaign and the New Events in 
the Soviet Unio-n. The m eeting 
w ill be held under the auspices 
o f the B u ffa lo  branch o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , a t 831 
M ain Sit., on Satu rday, June 30 a t 
8:00 p. m.

M rs. W eiss’ presentation o f the 
T ro ts k y is t analysis o f the K hru sh ­
chev reve la tions and the death 
o f the S ta lin  c u lt  has aroused 
g rea t in te re s t am ong audiences 
throughout, the country.
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Detroit SWP Names 
Candidate for Governor
Socialists W /m t T h is9 N ot H-Bombs

A new device to  combat cancer is  shown being “ charged”  
w ith  rad ioactive cobalt. A  t in y  pa rtic le  o f rad ioactive  cobalt 
equals in  rad ia tion  a 3 -m illion  v o lt X -ra y  machine. Cobalt can be 
used to  cure. In  the fo rm  o f a cobalt bomb i t  can k i l l  a ll l i fe  on 
th is  planet. W h ile  cap ita lism  spends b illions  fo r  atom ic in s tru ­
ments o f death, socialism  would use atom ic energy on ly -to 
im prove and lengthen life . Under the so-called “ free en terprise”  
system, the development o f atom ic energy fo r  p rom oting  the 
public w e lfa re  is stym ied.

DETROIT, June 17 — Michigan voters were promised 
a figh tin g  socialist campaign today when the state com­
m ittee of the Socialist Workers Party nominated Rita
Shaw as candidate fo r  Governor Si- 
in the 1956 election cam paign.

A ccep ting  the no im ita tion , R ita  
Shaw, who is an active trade 
un ion is t, said she w ill w o rk  
ac tive ly  w ith  F a rre ll Dabbs and 
M yra  Tanner Weiss, SW P candi­
dates for- P resident and Vice- 
President, to  “ oppose both 
ca p ita lis t parties as agents o f 
B ig  Business, unable to solve the 
problems o f unem ploym ent, the 
cold w a r, J im  Crow and the w itch  
h ^n t.”

C A M P A IG N  O B JE C T IV E
Tw o objectives o f her cam paign, 

she said, w il l be:
(1 ) “ To convince the union 

men and women, poor farm ers 
and v ic tim s o f J im  Crow tha t 
w hat we need in  th is  coun try  is 
a new pa rty , a labor pa rty , able 
and w illin g  to  reorganize our 
economy in  the in te rests  o f the 
m a jo rity  who w ork fo r  a l iv in g .”

(2 ) “ To act as a ra lly in g  
center fo r  a ll rad ica l and' so­
cia lis t-m inded w orkers who want 
an end to  class - collabora tion 
po litics  in  a ll its  fo rm s and a 
chance to  express the ir.d es ire  fo r  
socialism  at the polls.”

C E R T IF IC A T IO N  D E L A Y E D
The S ocia lis t W orkers  state 

com m ittee also protested Sec­
re ta ry  o f S ta te  H a re ’s oonitiiraring 
delay in c e r t ify in g  the SW P fo-r 
a place on the M ich igan ballo-t. 
The custom ary way o f checking 
nom ina ting  pe titions  was changed 
th is  w ay w ith o u t advance notice 
to the m ino r parties, ̂  resu lting  
in th e  po ss ib ility  th a t they may 
be barred from  the M ichigan 
ba llo t fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in many 
years.

Despite th is  th re a t fro m  the 
Dem ocratic s tate adm in is tra tion , 
the SW P state com m ittee says i t  
w ill take every availab le  step —  
inc lud ing  cou rt action and, i f

R IT A  S H A W

necessary, a w r ite - in  cam paign —  
to insure th a t the vote rs w ill have 
an a n ti-c a p ita lis t a lte rna tive  to  
the oamdidates o f the old pa rties  
th is year.

SW P headquarters w i l l  be a t 
3737 W oodward, D e tro it 1, M ich.

French Ban Paper
A Reuters dispatdh reports  

th a t on Mlay 31 the French 
governm ent suppressed the 
cu rre n t issue of L a  V erite , 
weekly newspaper o f the 
French T ro tsky is ts . Reason fo r  
the confiscation o f the paper 
was its  a rtic les  denouncing 
F r e n c h  im p e ria lism ’s w a r 
aga ins t the independence seek­
in g  people o f A lg e ria .

...W a g e  Crisis Causes Shift
(Continued from  page 1)

quotas ■ received bonuses aw ay 
out o f p ropo rtion  w ith  the actua l 
increases they brought in  p ro­
duction. F o r instance, to  th is  
day,, in m any sections o f  the 
coal industry , i f  a w o rke r meets 

«80% o f the w o rk  quota he re ­
ceives the base sa lary. I f  100%, 
tw ice, the base pay. I f  over 
100%, three tim es the base pay.

S P E E D -U P  SYSTEM
O rig in a lly , w o rk  quotas were 

set w e ll above the average 
w o rk e r ’^  capacities, so th a t on ly 
by s tra in in g  every nerve could 
he even rea lize base pay. A t  the 
same tim e  a m in o r ity  o f pace 
setters —  the Stakhanovites —  
were induced by  the h igh  p re ­
m iums to overshoot the quotas. 
T h e ir m arks in  tu rn  tended to 
become new norms. T h is  appeal 
to crass se lf-in te re s t p lus the 
m urderous speed-up were dub­
bed “ socia lis t com petition ”  by 
S ta lin .

In  add ition  to  bonuses, S tak­
hanovites were showered w ith  
a ll kinds o f ex tra  p riv ileges by 
the state. Accord ing to Leon 
T ro ts k y ’s estim ate in  The Revo­
lu tio n  Betrayed (1937), “ The 
rea l eArnings o f the S takhanov- 
is ts  o ften  exceed by tw e n ty  o r 
th ir ty  tim es the earnings o f low ­
er categories. And as fo r  espe­
c ia lly  ' fo rtu n a te  specialists, th e ir  
salaries would in  many cases 
pay fo r  the w o rk  o f e igh ty  to  
a hundred unskilled laborers.”

P roduction in fac to ries  and 
mines was organized so as to  
enable S takhanovites to  set ever 
h igher records. Th is p u t an in ­
to le rab le  s tra in  on the re s t o f 
the w orkers. (F o r instance, i t  
led to s tre tch in g  the w o rk in g  
day w e ll beyond the  o ff ic ia l 
lim its ) .  I t  also tended to  d is­
organize production  , com plete ly. 
As a m a tte r o f fac t, the bu­
reaucracy used Stakhanovism , 
no t on ly  as a means o f ra is in g  
o f. p ro d u c tiv ity , b u t fa r  m ore 
e ffe c tive ly  to  d iv ide the ranks 
o f the p ro le ta r ia t by c rea ting  a 
labo r aris tocracy tied  to  the 
p riv ileged  bureaucratic  s tra ta .

H A R S H  L E G A L  CODE
The unions, tho ro u g h ly  bu­

reaucra tized under S ta lin , were 
o f f ic ia lly  transfo rm ed in to  ad­
m in is tra tiv e  ins trum en ts  o f p ro ­
duction a few  years ea rlie r. The 
w orkers were bound to the job 
by the harshest o f legal p ro v i­
sions. These were the fea tu res 
o f wage-paym ents and condi­
tions o f labor d u rin g  the f i r s t  
F ive -Y ear Plans.

However, over the years, w ith  
the g ro w th  o f in d u s try  and de­
sp ite  bureaucratic m ism anage­
ment. the Soviet w o rk in g  class 
developed its productive abilities.

The m a jo r ity  o f the Soviet w o rk ­
ers are now in  the sk illed  o r 
sem i-sk illed brackets). S takha­
novites have com plete ly dropped 
fro m  s ig h t. “ Socia list group 
com petition”  —  group ings o f 
pace setters who replaced the 
in d iv idua l S takhanovites —  are 
re fe rred  to on ly  on cerem onial 
occasions. Bonuses and prem ium s 
o r ig in a lly  designed fo r  a m ino r­
ity  now fo rm  a substantia l p a rt 
o f the wages paid to a m a jo rity .

A t  the m eeting o f the C entra l 
Com m ittee o f the CPSU la s t 
Ju ly , Bulgan in  stated th a t d u r­
ing  the course o f the fo u r  pre­
ceding years the ra te  o f p ro­
d u c tiv ity  was supposed to  have 
'risen fa s te r than th a t,  o f rea l 
wages. Instead, he complained, 
real wages rose 37 per cent, 
whereas p ro d u c tiv ity  increased 
on ly  by 33 per cent. He blamed 
too low  quotas and too h igh  
prem ium s fo r  the actua l develop­
ment.

Besides upse tting  the bureau­
c ra tic a lly  decreed re la tio n  be­
tween p ro d u c tiv ity  and wages, 
the ex is ting  bonus system has 
led to in fla tio n  and to an actual 
cu rta ilm e n t o f p roduction in  a 
num ber o f instances. W ith  bo­
nuses r is in g  steeply beyond the 
80 per cent o r 100 per cent o f 
quota m ark, every o v le rfu lfillr  
m ent o f the norm o f a fa c to ry  
or m ine b rings w ith  i t  a jum p 
in labo r costs and hence prices. 
B u t the fa c to ry  m anagers de­
pend fo r  th e ir  p rem ium  n o t on ly 
on fu lf i l lm e n t  o f quotas b u t also 
on reducing prices and on a show 
o f p ro fits . Thus the old bonus 
system i in te rfe res  w ith  th e ir  
personal records as managers 
and th e ir  p riv ile ge  seeking.

The p ro jec t o f ove rhau ling  the 
wages-paym ent system has th e ir  
fu l l  support.

The solution advanced by B u l­
ganin la s t J u ly  was to  raise 
w o rk  quotas and lo w e r bonus 
rates. T h is  is viewed by  the 
w orkers w ith  deep suspicions. 
On the one hand, the proposal 
does tend to  level ou t g la r in g  
inequalities among w orkers, and 
th is  side corresponds w ith  th e ir  
own demands. On the o ther hand, 
B u lgan in ’s proposal poses the 
fo llo w in g  questions: Raise quo­
tas how h igh ? Reduce bonus 
ra tes how low ? How  much w o rk  
w il l  be demanded on an average 
fo r  how much pay? The  w o rk ­
ers don’t  t ru s t  the g rasp ing  bu­
reaucracy in the least to  g ive 
them a fa ir  deal.

The hated d is tinc tions between 
the labor a ris tocracy and the 
mass o f fa c to ry  w orkers has 
ce rta in ly  no t been e lim inated . 
B u t w ith  the g row th  in  s k ills  
fit has d im in ished. I t  is  e s ti­
mated tha t in  the  engineering 
in d u s try  in 1946 highest wage

rates stood to lowest wage ra tes 
in a ra t io  o f 3 ’A to  1. Today 
they stand in a ra t io  o f 2 Vt to  
1. The pace se tte r has lost his 
im portance. A s in  a ll o ther mod­
ern in dus try , production is b u ilt  
around the average w orker. Th is 
gives the w o rk in g  class fa r  
g rea te r cohesiveness than  in  the 
days o f S takhanovism .

F urthe rm o re  the Soviet w o rk ­
in g  class is again asserting  i t ­
se lf p o lit ic a lly  as an independent 
force. T h e ir pressure aga inst 
the bureaucra tic  d ic ta to rsh ip  has 
forced s ig n if ic a n t economic con­
cessions and the d ism an tling  o f 
the S ta lin  c u lt —  th a t is, the 
a rb itra ry  one-man d ic ta torsh ip .

These are the conditions un ­
der w h ich the  Com m ittee on 
Wages and Labor m ust set new 
wage rates. I t  is  no tew orthy 
th a t the Com m ittee has already 
labored a year w ith o u t resu lts. 
A t  the end o f the year, K aga­
novich is removed as chairm an. 
C learly , the w orkers  have his 
number. T h is  notorious S ta tin  
lieu tenan t authored a ll the D ra ­
conian measures aga inst them 
in  the past. A ny  new wage p ro ­
posals em anating fro m  th a t 
source would im m ed ia te ly  be 
suspect —  even i f  i t  included 
a few  tem po ra ry  concessions.

The tem per o f the w orkers  is 
such th a t the  bureaucracy cannot 
openly procla im  wage - freezes 
and speed-ups. Hence hesita tion, 
and delay in fo rm u la tin g  a plan 
o f w age-ra te changes. Hence 
also the need to  place a t the 
head o f the com m ittee a man 
■without a g la r in g  S ta lin is t past 
—  a man, in short, who is  bu t 
“ l i t t le  known.”

Ju s t the same, the w o rk ing  
class is com ple te ly deprived o f 
any voice in  the se ttin g  o f p o li­
cy. I t  has no representatives on 
the Com m ittee. The m ost the 
w orkers can the re fo re  expect 
from  th is  bureaucratic  agency 
i f  they exe rt s u ffic ie n t pressure 
on i t  is a fe w  concessions. These 
would s t i l l  no t m eet th e ir  basic 
needs. A nd i t  would leave the 
essential positions o f the p r iv i­
leged bureaucracy in ta c t.

To achieve a basic so lu tion to 
bureaucratic oppression w h a t the 
w orkers need is, f ir s t ,  to  estab­
lish  dem ocratic rank and f i le  
contro l o f th e ir  unions.

Then, they need the democracy 
o f fre e ly  elected Soviets. There, 
represented by th e ir  own p a rty  
o r parties, the w orkers can re ­
vam p in th e ir  own in te rests the 
plans fo r  in d u s tr ia l develop­
m ent. O nly througih th is  means 
can the y  establish a favo rab le  
ra t io  between th e ir  cu rre n t con­
sum ption needs and the long - 
range needs o f in d u s tria l g ro w th  
•of the country . The ra tio s  be­
tween the production  o f consu­

m er goods and cap ita l good., r  
between le isure and the du ra tion  
and in te n s ity  o f laboF would be 
made subject to na tionw ide d is­
cussion and dem ocra tic ) decision, 
ra th e r than being settled by bu­
reaucra tic  edict.

A  rev iva l o f Soviet democracy 
would above a ll re su lt in  a ru th ­
less p a rin g  o f the swollen p r i­
vileges o f the bureaucracy. W ith  
the w orkers in  con tro l, social 
in eq ua lity  would be confined 
w ith in  the lim its  o f s t r ic t  neces­
s ity .

Before such a development, 
the bureaucratic caste, which 
ru les uncontro lled in  the Soviet 
Union today, stands in m orta l 
fea r. A ll the moves o f the K rem ­
lin  —  concessions as w e ll as. 
repressions —  are designed to 
preserve the prestige, power, 
and revenue o f the pa ras itic  bu­
reaucracy.

Thus the issue o f quotas and 
bonuses and a ll the re lated is ­
sues can be resolved in  fa v o r o f 
the w o rk in g  masses on ly by a 
p o litica l ove rtu rn  o f the bureau­
cra tic  autocracy.

F lay  ‘ L i t t le  S ta lin s ’ 
F o r O ne Man R u le

“ L it t le  S ta lins”  in  reg ional 
and d is tr ic t positions o f power 
are now being denounced by 
top Soviet bureaucrats in  term s 
th a t Khrushchev used against 
S ta lin  h im se lf. The June 13 
Pravda condemned local o f ­
fic ia ls fo r th e ir rudeness, con­
ceit and re fusa l to consider 
opinions o ther than th e ir  own.

“ Some o f them act like  po­
lit ic a l bosses who have the idea 
they can make a ll decisions 
themselves.” - Worse. “ They feel 
incapable o f m aking  m istakes, . 
and they regard every c r it ic a l 
rem ark as being aimed at 
underm in ing them .”

Pravda cites as a p a rtic u la r ly  
ho rrib le  example one Bonda­
renko, a p a rty  boss in the 
U kra ine . “ Th is man . . took 
on h im se lf fu l l  cred it fo r the. 
good crops in his d is tr ic t last 
year when in  re a lity  they were 
due to  favorable weather.”  He 
also ordered the arrest o f a 
fa rm er fo r  c r it ic iz in g  the 
method o f paym ent on a co l­
lective fa rm .

A h igher p a rty  body firs t 
dismissed Bondarenko, then 
re instated him  tw o weeks la te r. 
“ Leaving th is  man in his p a rty  
post has aroused resentment 
among rank and file  p a r ly  
members,”  says P r a v d a .  
Khrushchev’s remedy in  a case 
lik e  th is  is to fire  the “ l i t t le  
S ta lin ”  and replace him  w ith  a 
more a r t fu l “ l i t t le  K h ru s h ­
chev.”


