Guilt-by-Kinship
Cases Multiply;

Protests

Mount

By Henry Gitano
AUG. 6 — A string of guilt-by-kinship cases have
come to publiz attention in the past month. The facts came
to light with the widely-publicized case of Eugene W.

Landy who was turned down for
a naval reserve commission be-
cause his mother had once been a
Communist.

Landy’'s case was followed by
that of seaman N. Pierre Gaston
who was denied a naval reserve
commission because his mother
was accused of connections with
allegedly “subversive” organiza-
tions.

RISKY PARENTS

Because his parents had bought
low-cost insurance from the In-
termational Workers Ovder, Fred
Karvpoff Jr.,, a Cleveland metal-
furgist, was denied a government
job. Karpoff explained: “They
said my parents were a risk and
tha! since 1 associated with my
parents, 1 was a risk too.”

Karpoff’s parents had taken
out the insurance policies in
1938; they are now in their
fifties. “My parents,” Karpoff

Fights Witch Hunt

Actress Madeline Lee invoked
four constitutional amendments
in appearance hefore House un-
Amecrican committee investigat-
ing “communism” in show busi-
ness. She does sound effects of
crying babies on radio and TV,
and demanded angrily how she
could possibly subvert audiences

D—

Jr. said, “still hold their insurance
— it's worth about $1,000. But
what could they do? If they threw
the policies away, they could
never get insurunce at their age.
And was I supposed to stop
fraternizing with my parents?
They're not Communists. They
have absolutely no red ties.” Kar-
poff Jr.,, married and father of
two  children, searched five
months before he landed a job.

Joseph Sumners, a veteran with
an honorable discharge, who lost
his 'Navy civilian job as a
security-risk, swore that the only
movement he ever joined was the
Boy Scouts of America.

Sumners testified that during
his five years of active naval
service no question about his
loyalty was raised. He added that
his discharge from a civilian
Navy post as helper to an aviation
metalsmith was coupled with a
bint that his parents belonged to
subversive organjizations.

WITCH-HUNT PREMISE
There is a very real tragedy in
these cases. The victims accept
vhe premise of their tormentors
that radical political views are a
“erime.” Landy said that his
mother “rarely ever looks at" the
Daily Worker and that she is no
longer in the Communist Party.
Gaston said his mother had ceased
her associations in 1951 when
“she had no more use for them.”
Karpoff points out that his pat-
ents “have absolutely no red
ties.” Summpers has his mother
testify that she is not a “sub-
versive,” This the way the
witch hunt imposes its code even
on many of its victims.
Another guilt-by-birth GI, John

is

Harmon, whose character and
efficiency rating while in  the
army were excelient, was dis-

-harged as undesirable. Harmon
claims he never joined anything
except the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People and the Abyssinian Baptist
Church. The army is unable to
contradiet him.

The core of the army charge
against Harmon s that his father
was reported to be a Communist.
Hamon answered every question
concerning himself but refused to
answer gquestions concerning
others. The army admits it lacks
“Laowledge or information suf-
ficier.: to form a belief"” as lo
whether John Harmon is loyal os
disloyal.

Secretary of the Air Force,
Donald Quarles, after a personal
review, cleared Airman Stephen
Branzovich of charges that he

with baby talk.

(Continued on page 2)

Vaccine
Hurt by

Results
Profits

By Myra Tanner
As the 1955 polio season comes to a close, the first
preliminary statistics on the effect of the Salk vaccine
indicate that inoculations provide considerable protection

aainst the disease.

A survey of 23 states revealed
that  there 261 reported
cases of polio among three million
children who had received shots.
There were four times as many
cases — 1,095 — among an equal
number of non-vaceinated children

were

bebtween the ages of five and
nine.

While these figures are not yet
regarded as  conclusive, they

represent a cul in the incidence
of polio of 75%. A similar propor-
tion was discovered among cases
of paralytic polio. Vaccinated
children had o far better chance
to escape the dread disease.

The firs: preliminary results of
the use of the Salk vaccine are
indeed very wclcome. But at the
same time, it is a terrible tragedy
that we must now have statistics
which include millions of children
who were not vaceinated and as a
result had a four times greater
chance of becoming crippled.

TWO REASONS

There were two primary reasons
that limited the protection of the
vaceine to only a part of the
children who were in the greatest
danger. The government insisted
on turning over the production
of the vaccine to the limited faci-
lities of private business in the
interests of thelr profit-taking.
And seccondly, the foul-up came
from a lack of production safe-
cuards and resulted in the release
of dangerous vaccine, Many
parents were understandably
frichtened away from the inocula-
tion program.
Throughout the spring when
vaceine was issaed and withdrawn,
when vaccine often proved either

@

ernment failed to clearly explain
the difficulties. It protected the
companies and its own incom-
petent Health Department. It
issued vague, guestioning state-
ments about the value of the
Salk discovery.

As a result there were 834 cases
of polio among three million
children that probably need not
have been. In the final analysis
there will be many thousands of
unnecessary cases of polio in the
United States.

Paul Martin, the Health Minis-
ter of Canada, reported that there
werc only two cases of polio
reported among 900,000 inoculated
children. That means that Canada
had a ratio of one case of polio
among those vaccinated to about
39 cases in the U.S.

“CREEPING SOCIALISM"

Canada'’s mass inoculation pro-
gram  was conducted entirely
vnder the auspices of the Canu-
dian government. But in the U.8S.
the Eisenhower administration,
the Democratic Congress and the
monopolistic  American  Medical
Association would rvegard such
government functions as ''creep
ing socialism.”

The ond of the sacrifice of
human health and life to the
barbaric God of Profit is not yet
in sight. The Cutter Drug Com-
pany, one of the six businesses

that have been contracted to
produce the vaccine, has an-
nounced its intention to give

priority to stock-holders in sup-
plying the life-saving vaccine,
That may he good lor the com-
pany's profits, but it's certainly
not good for the millions who are
still  unprotected from polio-

maurderous or ineffective, the gov-

myelitis.
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Another Sacrifice to Jim Crow

EMMETT
TILL

By George Lavan
Another outburst of fighting,
even fiercer than that of August
20, may soon break out in Mo-
rocco. Moroccan workers’ orga-
nizations have already called for
another genecral strike on Sep-
tember 12.

While the French government
and the French Big Business
press is propagandizing the
world with stories about the
successful  “solution” and “re-
forms™ it is about to effect in
the independence-secking colony,

the Moroccan people have be-
come even more dissatisfied.

This mood is explained by
four factors: (1) The highly-
publicized “reforms” have been
repeatedly delayed and, it is be-

lieved, greatly watered down;
(2) the French Army's ten-for-
one reprisal policy since the

Aug. 20 fighting has meant the
shooting of hundreds of Moroc-
can men, women and childven,
most of them unarmed and un-
resisting; (3) suspicionz of even
greater massacres to come in-
creasc as French troops continue
to pour into the colony; (4)
a growing section of the Moroe-
can working class — the most
militant section of the indepen-
dence movement — is convinced
the promised reforms are but
window-dressing and should not
be accepted. For them full inde-
pendence is the goal and they
believe French imperialism will
never give them that, they will
have to take it.

In a Sept. 4 dispatch from
Casablanca unusual for the New
York Times, because it is from
Moroccan, not French, sources,
the opinions of moderate Istiglal
and Moroccan trade union
(UMT) leaders are given.

MORE FRENCH TROOPS
“The nationalist and affiliah-di
labor union circles here are

frightened and discouraged by
the prospect of more bloodshed,”
writes the correspondent. He
then describes how French troops
have moved into the Moroccan
neighborhoods in  force; how
they occupy the roofs of build-
ings and have set up machine
guns.

Foreign  Legionnaires  with
submackine guns patrol  the
streets, searching autos and de-
manding identification papers
from passers-by. Europeans are
not molested, only Moroccans.

Mass Arrests

French police on Sept. 5
rounded up thousands of Al-
gerians resident in France as
“agitators” and fund - raisers
for the Movement for Demo-
cratic Liberties, which is lead-
ing the independence struggle
in the North African colony.
Driven from their native land
by hunger. some 370,000 Al-
oerians work in France. Like
the Puerto Ricans in the U.S.,
they get the dirtiest work and
the lowest pay.

Inm Algeria itself, guerrilla
warfare continues despite
heavy French troop reinforce-
ments. Imperialist reprisals for

the approximately 60 Euro-
peans killed since Aug. 20

have now admittedly reached
at least 1,275 Algerians killed.
Roads are choked with Al-
gerian  refugees fleeing for
fear their villages may he nest
on the French list for *col-
lective = guilt” punishment. A
number of Algerian villages
have been completely levelled
by French artillery as ex-
amples. In France there is
great hostility to the calling
up of 140,000 army reservists
for North African dufy.

MOROCCAN UNIONS PLAN GENERAL
STRIKE AS FRENCH RUSH TROOPS

Similarly for Moroccans there is

a curfew from 8 P.M, to 5
AM.

The Times quotes a Moroccan
labor leader as saying: “Any

mass demonstration on the 12th
or 13th (of September) will be
suicide with these machine guns
raking the streets. But if ben
Arafa is =still on the throne
what will happen? We pan try
a protest strike with the word
that everybody must stay in his
house. But it begins to look as
if more thousands of innocent
people will have to die before
we achieve our goal.”

Alrcady one underground oy-
ganization, the Heroes of Inde-
pendence, has sent out a gen-
eral-strike call in Casablanca for
Sept, 12.

The date, Sept. 12, has par-
ticular meaning since French
Prime Minister Faure has pledg-
ed that the “reform’ policy will
have been ‘inaugurated by then.
However, since the beginning of
August the French have been

announcing such dates. The “re-|

form”  proposced by

14-Year Old Negro Boy
Lynched in Mississippi
By White Supremacists

Body Sent to Chicago;
Huge Crowds Gather
In Dramatic Protest

By John Thayer
The degenerate brutality of Amserica’s Jim Crow
system revealed itself in full horror om Aaguset 31 when
the lynched body of 14-year old Emmett Lomim Till was

Prove It!

On Labor Day, Paul Butler,
Democratic National Chairman,
correctly branded the ad-
ministration as anti-labor. He
cited the union - busting cam-
psign at McKay Motors in
Salem, Oregon. This is the
family - business of Douglas
McKay, Secretary of the In-
terior. Butler’s scorn of labor
haters would ring truer if he
announced that the Democratic
Party would refuse all con-
tributions from anti-labor em-
ployers and corporations in the
coming presidential campaign.

Haiti Gripped
By Hunger While
Food Rots in U. S.

SEPT. 6 — Between 17,000 and
20,000 pcople are starving to
death in Haifi. In addition 40,
000 are desperately ill from mal
nutrition and disease. Droughts
and floods added to the damage
done by Hurricane Hazel last
October, have brought such mis-
ery that people are dropping
dead in the streets every day.

A short distance away, the
United States government is
paying $20,000 an hour to store
mountains of food and other
farm products as part of its
price-support program.

When a N. Y. Times editonal
on Aug. 29 expressed vregret
over this terrible contrast, the
Director of Public Reports for
the International Cooperation
Administration in Washington,
William J, Caldwell, hastened to
reply: “While there is no con-
tention over your appraisal of
the need for more assistance, the
readers of your editorial might
like a summary of what the
United States has done and s
doing to aid her neighbor.”

Then follows a list of aid sent

last fall. As for now — Cald-
well points out that the U, S.
acted with *“prompt response”

Ysix weeks”
request  for

when aid was sent
after the formal

former| help had been received from the

French Resident General Gilbert| Haijtian government. A “meager

Grandval was supposed
put into effect before Aug. 20—
the day upon which ecveryone
knew therc would be bloodshed
if the hated French puppet ben
Arafa was still oen the throne.

“GRANDVAL PLAN"
Nevertheless  the “Grandval
Plan” was not effected by Aug.
20 and fighting rocked North
Africa. Although the crisis was
supposed to be solved within
another week, nothing happened.
Even now the reform program
is still a promise with Sept. 12
as the latest *‘deadline.”
Actually the toothless reforms
proposed by Grandval have now
been rendered even weaker.
Grandval  himself has  been

to bel

(Continued on page 3)

fotal,” as the N. Y. Post called
it, of 6,077 tons of surplus food
has been authorized for Haiti.

“GET ON THE PHONE”

The N. Y. Post suggested,
Aug. 31, that Eisenhower get on
the phoune, call Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Benson, and say:
“Kzra, there are people starving
to death in Haiti. Let's send
them some food. Get together
with the Air Force and figure
out how to do it as quickly as
possible. Give me a progress
report tomorrow,”

A workers’ government would
do just that. But U. S. billion-
aires are in charge and they
can't imagine what it's like to
be hungry. There’s no profit in
that.

Army witch hunters have had

to beat a limited retreat in the
case of James M. Staebler, a
drafice victimized for alleged

pre-induction  beliefs and asso-
ciations. Several aspects of his
case are of great significance and
the top brass' retreat indicates
popular pressure against the
armed services’ discharge policy
is being felt in the Pentagon.
Wihen Staebler, a New York
resident, was inducted he refused
to answer certain questions on
the political questionnaire on the
erounds of his vights under the
Fifth Amendment.

ARMY CHARGES

On August 25, 1954 he Was told
by the army that it had “deroga-
tory’ information from unnamed
imformers that: (1) he had in-
voked the Fifth Amendment; (2)
he allegedly had belonged to the
Socialist Workers Party during
1950 and 1951, both years orior
to his induction; (3) he associated
with his wife, who, too, allegedly
had belonged to the SWP; (4) he

allegedly had “definite Comma-
nist tendencies.”

The army officially offered him
three alternatives: (1) acceptiance
of an undesirable discharge; (2)
reply In writing to a question-
naire presented by the army
about his political past and be-
liefs; (3) a hearing before an
ammy field board.

AL this point Stachler went for
help fo the Emergency Civil
Liberties Committee, an organiza-
tion for the defense of the civil
Tliberties of all pcople and or-
panizations regardless of their
political views or affiliations. The
BECLC took Staebler's case as a
test of the unconstitutions
practices employed by the army
in its witch hunt,

DECISION APPEALED

With ECLC counsel Louis
Boudin  prepaving  his  case.
Staebler appeared before an army
field hearing on Nov. 1, 1954
The board rendered its verdict on
Dec. 14, 1954: an undesirable dis-
charge.

The ECLC appealed this deci-
sion to the Army Discharge
Review Board and another henr-
ine took place last July. Iis
verdict was just announced on
Sept. G: rescinding of the un-
desirable djscharge and issuance
of a peneral discharge under
honorable conditions.

The retreat of the army is
significant because in Staebler's
case the iasue of use of the Fifth
Amendment was involved and be-
cause, in addition to the usual
charge of association with poli-
tivally suspeet relatives, he was
himself alleged to have belonged
to an organization blacklisted by
the Attorney General.

The retreat on Staebler is, how-
ever, only a partial victory — e
vietory- to the extent that a gen-
eval discharge is better than ar
undesirble dischapge. However,
a4 eeneral discharge not the
honorable discharge that all sol-
diers, who completed their period
of service satisfactorily, used to
get before the witeh hunt and t«

is

which Siaebler and other GI's,

Army Retreats in Staecbler Case

victimized for alleged pre-induc-
tion political views, are rightfully
enditled.

CODE LETTERS

A general discharge carries on
it certain c¢lerical code letters and
figures indicating to those famil-
iy with them that there is
“devogatory” information against
an individual  who  bears it.
Needless to say, the employment
offices of the hig companies in
this country are familiar wit?
this coded “devogatory™ imforma-
tion.

Thus the holder of a general
discharge may be victimized for
the rest of his life in job hunting
hecause of the army smear on
his record. The fight against the
army witch hunt must be pursued
as the Watts Report on the Army
Discharge witch hunt has shown,
until the whole system of dis-
charges other-than-honorable for
political reasons has been dropped
and until all those who have been
victimized are issued honorable
dizcharges.

found near Greenwood, Missis-®

sippi.

The body revealed that terrible
torture — almost all the teeth
knocked out, right side of the
head beaten in — had preceded
the gunshot through the temple
that killed the young Negro boy.
whose mother had sent him from
Chicago for a summer vacatio:
with relatives in the Deep South,

Young Till was kidnaped and
murdered by white supremacists
because of a fancied “insult” to a
white woman. The. “insult” con-
sisted in his whistling outside a
grocery store which he had just
left with five friends. The wife
of the store owner, who had
waited on the boys, overheard the
whistle, interpreted it as a “wolf”
whistle, and concluded the 14-year
old Negro had thereby insulted
Southern white womanhood in
her person.

The warped white supremacist
minds of storekeeper Roy Bryant,
his wife, Mrs. Bryant, a clerk

(Bryant’s half-brother), J. W.
Milam and possibly another
unknown white man decided that
14-year old Emmett Till should
pay with his life.

On Aug, 28 at 2:30 in the
morning a car drove up to the
home of tenant farmer Moses

Smith, the boy's uncle. Leaving
Mrs. Bryant in the car, Bryant,
Milam and possibly another white
man got out and entered Smith’s
house, Entering the Smith's
bedroom they demanded which of
the eight Negroes in the house
was “the boy from Chicago.” Mr,
Smith pleaded with them not to
take the lad off and, that un-
availing, to “just take him out in
the yard and whip him.” While
her husband pleaded, the boy's
aunt tried to go tell the boy to
hide but the lynchers preverted
her.

Young Till was dragged to the
car where Mrs. Bryant identified

(Continued on page 2)

Picket Harvester Plant

Workers picket the Intl. Harvester plant in Chicago, as

40,000 members of the United
I. H. plants in six states to back

Auto Workers (ClO) struck 18
up wage demands. Rank-and-file

militancy was manifested in early walkouts and in the appearance
of new fighting leadership in locals.

Dock Strike
nvasion of

Answers
Union Hall

By James O’Hara
NEW YORK, Sept. 7 — Members of the independent
International Longshoremens Association walked off New
York piers today in a port-wide strike to force a showdown

on the New York-New Jersey
police agency, The Waterfront
Commission.

The latest walkout started with
4 small bt significant incident.
The dockers had been called to a
mass meeting of the union on a
west side pier to hear reports of
the ILA leadership. Agents of
the Waterfront Commission in-
sisted on attending the meeting.
The meeting was then promptly
adjourned into a “go home and
no work.”

Captain Bradley, LA spokes-

man, charged that the Waler-
front Commission was now in

vading the closed meetings of the
union and interfering with the
right of free assembly. In Brook-
lvn the watenfront commissior
agents were informed that the
could attend the meeting ther:
“at their own risk." The agent
beat a retreat back to their of
fices.

This strike comes  Lwi
weeks after a three-day walkou!
of the rank and file in Man
hattan. At that time the ILA
hierarchy managed to end ‘h

latest,

-
e

walkout by promising that the
union would organize a strike if
all other efforts to settle the
Waterfront  Comumission  issue
failed.

During the past two wecks
Bradley tried his best lto con-
vince the Governors of New York
and New Jersey to personally
intervene to prevent a strike.
Both Governors are standing
behind the Waterfront Commis-
sion and refused to make any
efforts that Bradley could use to
indicate progress. The entive boss
press of this area is making this
fight a principled class issue and
warning  Adbany and Trenton
apainst compromise,

The waterfront hoss association
went into court today and secured
an injunction ordering all long-
shoremen back to work. They
also filed a S$10 million damage
suit against the union. But both
incidents are ignored by the ILA
rank and file who are determined
to settle accounts with the
Waterfront Commission once and
for all.
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Working
And Deli

By Joyce

Ex-President Truman has a cure for juvenile delin-
quency. He's joined the judges and politicians and police
officials who, with monotonous regularity, tell mothers {o

stay at home, O,

Several working mothers in- lieve that *bad” parents and
terviewed by the New York Post|homes are the basic cause of de-
said they would be glad to stay| linquency. She. says she has
home if someone would take care| found that children have “an
of their bills. A Cleveland| amazing capacity to tolerate
mother, ordered by the judge to|bad parents, poor teachers,

dreadful homesg and commun-

quit her job and “raise her son
properly” told him she had the
same problem. How could she
raise her son and five other chil-
dren “properly” on her husband’s
meager salary? When he threat-
ened to send her to the work-
house for a ‘year, she agreed to
stop working.

A second mother put up =a
fight, She insisted that she must
keep her job in order to pay for
a new home so that she could
move her son out of the slum
neighborhood that was one of
the fairly obvious causes of his
delinquency. When the  judge
said he would put her boy in a
detention home and charge her
$4 a day board, she told him to
go ahead. There was so much
protest that after a few q ys the
boy was released to th \}é’ stody
of an unclg_, intil his’

“parents
could move™int the new home.

Statistiecs ‘dont back up Tru-
man and the Cleveland judge,
who wuse attacks on working
mothers as a sleight-of-hand
technique to divert attention from
the real issues. A recent ar-
ticle in MecCall’s, “Is A Working
Mother A Threat to the Home?”
tells about a study of 20,000
Detroit delinquents made over a
period of eight years by social
scientists at Wayne Universitly
in cooperation with the Detroit
Police Dept.

This study indicates that chil-
dren of working mothers have a
delinquency rate 109 lower than
that of children whose mothers
stayed at home.

“Delinquency,” MecCall’s
plains, “is most prevalent in
very low-income families. . . if
the woman in such a situation
has enough gumption and self-
respect to go out to work — on
top of her regular housework —
it means she is still struggling.
Her- children have something to
cling to. There is some hope in
their lives. ‘There are plenty of
things that are worse for chil-
dren,’ says Judge Polier of the
N.Y. Children’s Court, ‘than
finding mother at work when you
come home from school. Perhapsg
the worst is finding her resigned
to hopelessness’.”

Dr. Lauretta Bender, senior
psychiatrist at Bellevue, is an-

ex-

Mothers

nquency

Cowley

ities” and the real question for
the experts is: “Why are so
many of our children neot delin-
quent 7"

I'm glad a great many young
people have the physical and
emotional fortitude to overcome

what look like insurmountable
difficulties, but instead of just
wondering how they do it, I

think we should giwe them some
help.

The assorted politicians, judges
and officials who suggest eco-
nomical methods of delinquency
control like forcing a mother to
stay home whether or not she
has a home or urging both par-
ents t6 regilarly béat their kids

to make them “good,” rarely
suggest anything that takes
money.

Of coursé, a police chief may
urge that we get more cops but
there is a possibility of self-in-
terest involved here., You don't

By Lee Stephen

“Corporal Edward S. Dicken-
son. Remember him?”
“Dickenson? Dickenson?”
“Cracker’s Neck, Virginia.
Mountain boy; one of 23 POW’s
in Korea who. . .
“Oh. Yeah. Turncoat.”
“He was the first one to
changé his mind. Came home.”
“Yeah, Yeah, 1 remember now.
Court-martialed him, didn’t they?
After first treating him as a
hero or something?™
“That’s him. Gave him
years at hard labor. . ."

ten

® *

Until October 1953 very few
people had ever heard of Ed-
ward Dickenson, and today few
people recognize his name, or if
they do, they can’t think why. Yet,
less than two years ago, there
was hardly a person in the entire
world within sight of a news-

0

paper or within hearing of a

In 1950 when “turncoat” Dick-
enson, at the urging of the U.S.
(Army, decided to come home to
“freedom’” and be treated as a
“hero,” President Eisenhower
was in the forefront of those
pleading that the American peo-
ple be charitable in its judgment.

He was sure, said Eisenhower,

“Be Generous and Humane”

radio, who didn’t know about
Cpl. Edward S. Dickenson, the
Virginia mountain boy who
walked away from the “Reds”
— *“to freedom.”

Why did Dickenson’s case dis-
appear so quickly? Its historical
aspects alone merit more atten-
tion; he was the first prisoner
of war to be court-martialed on
charges growing out of the
Korean war; his was called
“the first court-martial of its
kind in military history.” He
was the first soldier to be tried
and convicted under Article 105
of the revised Uniform Code of
Military Justice — a law that
was being formulated at the
time of Dickenson's army enlist-
ment in 1950. The law didn’t
even go into effect until May
31, 1951, "six months after Dick-
enson became an unwilling in-
mate of Korean POW Camp No.
5 at Pyoktong, and its constitu-
tionality has never been tested.

that “this lad that was coming
back would never regret that de-
cision.” The president sided with
the folks of Cracker’s Neck when
they gave Ed a hero’s welcome-
home, and said: “We have an
obligation to the men who have
suffered. We have an opportun-

the freedom to which they can
return.”

A few weeks later, when
Eisenhower’s Army heads illus-
trated the quality of that free-
dom by arresting Dickenson as
soon as they could no Jonger
use him as a deécoy to lure the
other 21 ‘“turncoats” (o “free-
dom,” the Commander-in-Chief
kept right on talking.

As his M.P.s forcibly removed
Dickenson from Walter Reed
Hospital to the stockade at Fort
Belvoir, Va., Eisenhower “hoped
the public would . . . be gener-
ous and humane” to Dickenson,
pointing out that “people sitting
in  the comparative safety of
home should not be too sure of
what they would have done
under similar circumstances, . ."”

While the generals marshalled
secret testimony to try Corporal
Dickenson on charges that could
result in his being put to death,
Eisenhower still talked, urging
the nation to be lenient and to
read the Bible story about the
prodigal son who returned home
to feasting and merrymaking.

But when the court-martial
sentenced the prodigal son to
ten’ years at hard labor on the
basis of testimony that wouldn’t
have stood up in any -civilian
court in the land, Eisenhower
didn’t open his mouth. And since

ity to illustrate the quality of

then, during more than a year

hear much from these, people
about over-crowded schools, slum
clearance, playgrounds, clinics or
guidance bureaus in the schools.

Right now in New York City
there are 100" vacancies in the
Bureau of Attendance which at-
tempts to handle truancy prob-
lems and might be of some help
in the earliest stages of delin-
quency. Salaries are so low that
no one applies for the jobs,

The Bureau asked il a small
increase in funds could be in-
cluded in the new city budget.
Of course, their request was
brushed aside but I don’t re-
member any judge or police of-
ficial denouncing the Board of
Estimate. A working mother,
struggling to provide a better

environment for her children is
a much easier target.
There is one thing wrong

with this mother. She’s working
alone, and it will take the com-
bined efforts of all parents to
bring a veal change in, the con-
ditions in which our young peo-
ple grow up. The first step
parents should take is to turn
the heat on these politicians
who are really responsible for
the present mess and who con-
demn “working mothers” and
“bad parents” so they won't
have to admit their own failure

other authority who doesn't be-

and guilt.

How the Pie is Cut

The Budget Burcau, reporting an estimated $1,732,000,000 deficit for the current fiscal year,
ruled out any immediate tax cut. Chart shows how your tax dollar will be spent.

... GUILT-BY-KINSHIP

(Continued from page 1)

was a security risk because he
associated with his allegedly Com-
munist father.

Demanding a hearing, Bran-
zovich said: “I am only accused
of being the son of my father.”
In its ¢harges the Air Force had
also listed the airman’s interview
on Jan. 7, 1954 at which he
refused to answer whether his
father was sympathetic to the
Communist Party, whether his
father outspokenly favored com-
munism and whether his father
had indoctrinated him with ideas
or opinions about communism.

Branzovich was cleared without
capitulating to the Air Force's
attempt to have him inform on
his father. The aitman demanded
that charges be placed against
him, not his father, and he did not
deny associating with his parents.

Martin J. Wishnoff of New
York was fired as a security risk
by the army for associating with
his in-laws. Neither Wishnoff, who
was a civilian inspector for the
Sigpnal Corps, nor his wife, were
accused of being “subversive.”
But the woman he married was
accused in a security hearing of
maintaining friendly relations
with her parents.

Wishnoff told the Army Secu-
rity hearing that he had been
previously cleared. He was in-
formed that the previous clear-
ance dealt with *“loyalty,” while
presently, he was under suspicion
regarding ‘‘security.”

While guilt-by-blood cases were
piling up, the Senate subcommit-
tee investigating the Federal
security program with the
audacity of an anemic snail, held
a three-day public session.

Mrs. Beatrice M. Campbell,
suspended for four months from
her non-sensitive Veterans Ad-
ministration job and later rein-
stated, testified that she had been
told of her suspension only 15
minutes before quitting tine,
escorted to the door, denied re-
entry, and then docked for the
quarter-hour lost.

She was accused of belonging
to, and recruiting members for,
the Washington Book Shop Asso-
ciation, listed ‘as subversive, Mrs.
Campbell swore she had joined

discounts on books, but that she
had never attended its meetings
and had not asked others to join.

Joseph FEarl Vargo, a Navy
veteran of 21 years service, told
the Senate subcommittee how ht
had been dismissed from the
State Department because of his
marriage to a Russian , Wwoman
fifteen years before. Vargo swore
that his marriage had been ap-
proved by U.S. authorities when
he was stationed in Moscow, He
said that Robert J. Ryan, as-
sistant personnel director, none-
theless, accused him of “asso-
ciating’' with his wife in Moscow.

The celebrated case of Wolf
Ladejinsky who was labeled a
security risk by the Agriculture
Department, then promptly hired
by the Foreign Operations Ad-
ministration for work in Indo-
China, never reached first base.
Department of Agriculture of-
ficials failed to show up at the
hearing.

Abnaham Chasanow who was
dismissed from the Navy Hydro-
graphic Office and reinstated 13
months later, with apologies for
having been a vietim of “grave
injustice,” appeared before the
subcommittee. - He proposed re-
forms, including action against
informers whose accusations are
false and government financing
of legal expenses for its witch-
hunt vietims,

The dilemma of Eleanor and
Sanford Waxer of Detroit was
given an airing. Eleanor Waxenr,
a oivilian army employe at Fort
Knox was suspended as a security
risk. The change relates to ‘“‘asso-
ciation” with a member of the
Michigan Progressive Party. Mrs.
Waxer testified she had no idea
even as to the alleged associate’s
identity.

Also appearing was Sanford
Waxer who had been given a Jess-
than-honorable discharge from
the army. One charge against
Waxer was that he assoclated
with Dr. Alfred Kelly of Wayne
University. In the army’s charges
against Waxer, Dr. Kelly was
described as a contributor to the
blacklisted American Youth for
Democracy. Testimony revealed
that Dr. Kelly’s only “contribu-
tion” to AYD was to investigate

(Continued from page 1)
him as “the one." He was shoved
in and the car and the lynchers
drove away.

BODY IN RIVER
Three days later a fisherman’s
line caught on a body in the
Tallahatchie river a few miles
away. The nude body was
anchored down with a 100-lb.
cotton-gin fan tied to the upper
part of the torso with barbed
wire, but the feet were floating
upward near the surface.
Hoisted out of the river, the
body proved to be that of 14-year
otd Emmett Till. Local authori-
ties wanted to get it buried
quickly but Till's mother, 33-vear
old Mrs. Mamie Bradley, insisted
it be shipped to Chicago for
burial,
Mrs, Bradley's insistence on her
son’s body being sent to Chicago
has proved wise. She and others
there have positively identified it.
This is imporfant because one of
the dodges now being prepared in
Mississippi for the acquittal of
the lynchers, or for giving them
brief sentences on charges other
than murder, is the claim that
the body found in the Tallahatchie
is not Till's.
Local Mississippi offficials are
saying they don’t believe the body
is Till's even though Till’s uncle
and others so identified it im-
mediately after it was found.
Nonetheless in Summer, Missis-
sippi, the distriet attorney told
the grand  jury that it was
doubtful that a body could de-
compose as much in three days
as the one found. The official
angle is that if it can be ruled
that the body found had been in

Tells Truth

Sen. Wayne Morse (D., Ore.)
declared Aug. 10 that the present
employment record is based on
“false prosperity.”

Jobs are not keeping pace with
population growth, he said, and
in some areas chronic nnemploy-
ment has reached “disastrous

the group briefly, solely to get

and help ban it from the campus,

the river more than three days it
could not be Till’s.

Also noteworthy is the fact
that though Bryant and Milam
have been indicted for Till’s
slaying, Mrs. Bryant has not been
arrested or named in the indict-
ment, The attitude of the chival-
rous ‘“law-enforcement” agencies
of Mississippi is that they do not
wish to trouble a woman — a
white womun, that is.

In Chicago the grief-stricken
mother insisted the tortured body
of her son be put on view at an
undertaking parlor so that all
might see what the Jim Crow
system had done. For days thou-
sands of Negro and white people
have filed past the hody of the
lynched boy.

To the horrified protest thax
came from Chicago and other
parts of the country, Gov. White
of Mississippi replied the crime
was not a lynching, as the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People had
branded it, but ordered an in-
vestigation,

However, while these and othey
steps were being taken to ap-
pease indignation outside the
Deep South, other plans were al-
ready being put into effect to get
the two indicted lynchers off scot
free or with light sentences.

LYNCHERS' STORY

Bryant and Milam have also
been indicted for kidnaping. This
carries a much lighter sentence
— maximum ten years — than
murder and has already been ad-
mitted to by them. Their story
now is that they took the boy
from his uncle’s home in the
middle of the night but released
him unharmed.
In addition to official “doubt”
about the body, Sheriff H. C.
Strider declares that he has little
murder evidence against Bryant
and Milam and that the case is
“ciroumstantial.”
No attempt has been made to
question Mrs. Bryant, who now
can't be “found,” nor has any
serious attempt apparently been
made to trace the 100-lb. cotton-
gin fan which weighted the boy’s
body.

proportions.”

. . . Lynching in Mississippi

lynched boy’s mother, told re-
porters: “I’ve scen the body, and
there is no doubt of any kind in
my mind. Pve established his
identity beyond the shadow of a
doubt, This is my boy. This is
just an attempt by those people
down in Mississippi to wriggle
out of this crime.

“They don’t want any precedent
that a white man can be punished
for killing a Negro. They're
determined to avoid punishing the
men responsible for this awful
thing.”

Roy Wilkins, executive sec-
retary of the NAACP, declared
that “the killers of the boy felt
free to lynch him because there
is in the entire state no restrain-
ing influence of deceney.”

ANTI-NEGRO CAMPAIGN

Wilkins was referring to the
anti-Negro campaign in Missis-
sippi which has intensified ever
since the Supreme Court decision
on school segregation. White
Qitizens Councils have instituted
a campaign of terror against Ne-
groes believed to favor integra-
tion or voting.

On May 7 Rev. G. W. Lee, an
NAACP leader in Belzoni, Miss.,
was murdered because he had
refused to remove his name from
the voting register.

On Aug. 13 another Negro,
who “meddled in politics,” Lamar
Smith, was shot down in front of
the Lincoln County, Mississippi,
courthouse.

The white supremacist belief
that anything can be done to Ne-
groes with impunity has been
further inflamed by the state’s
arrogant refusal to accept as
votes those ballots cast by Ne-
groes in the recent elections.

Average wages for women are
still far below that of men. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics in its
July, 1955, Report gave this un-
official deseription of the “aver-
age” male and female worker.
The male worker averaged 40.3
hours at $1.88 per hour, giving
him a weekly wage of $75.76. The
female worker averaged only a

In Chicago Mrs. Bradley, the

little above $30 a week.

of reviews and appeals, when he
might have spoken at any time,
no word has come from Bible-
quoting Ike.

Eisenhower isn’t alone in ig-
noring the mountain lad’'s con-
stitutional rights. No civil liber-
ties group, no prominent intel-
lectual went to Dukenson's aid,
though he was convicted largely
on ‘evidence” that, thin as it
was, was illegally obtained.

The New York Times front-
paged the leniency shown by
the court-martial which freed
Col. Frank Schwable after he
had signed germ warfare state-

ments while a POW in Korea.
Yet few readers waded as far
back as page 15 that day to

learn that the other court-mar-
tial displayed no such “mercy”
to the corporal, as was showered
on the colonel.

The 23-year-old Dickenson,
who had been in the Army less
than nine months when he was
captured at the age of 20, was
dishonorably discharged and sen-
tenced to 10 years at hard labor,
plus forfeiture of his e¢ivil
rights.

Ignore the repulsive double-
standard that allows for the
freeing of Col. Schwable and the
wholesale clearance of scores of
Air Force officers and men fac-
ing similar charges that brought
the harsh sentencing of Dicken-
son; shelve for the moment the
sinister nature of the court-mar-
tial itself wherein the accusers
are also judge and jury. Even
leave aside the fundamental
question of whose bidding it was
that an unprepared farmer youth
found himself freezing in far
Korea; the responsibility, that
is, for there being such a status
as a “Police Action” POW in
the first place. Just consider
the conviction of Dickenson on
evidence alone, and the rawness
of the frame-up glares forth.

The Army was feeling its way
in the Dickenson case; it had no
precedent. But it did =all right
nonetheless. The brass worked
hard, and from the moment Dick-
enson left Panmumjom he trav-
eled all unknowingly in the
shadow of the stockade. For
months army spies secretly
gathered depositions against
him, coralling stoolpigeons and
tricking the unsuspecting Dick-
enson into making statements
which were illegally used against
him at- the trial.

And with it all, the case
stank, Here is the kind of testi-
mony on which they finally had
to convict Dickenson:

Witness: Cpl. Johnny Moore.
Testified Dickenson “partially”
influenced him on communist

philosophy; Dickenson asked him
why *“the United States executed
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg for
merely fighting for peace.” (This
same Johnny Moore is presently
in a military prison in San
Pedro, Calif.,, awaiting trial on
charges almost identical with
those against Dickenson.)
Witness: Cpl. Franklin Bar-
rett of Richmond, Va. (Moore
and Barrett were roommates of
Dickenson at Camp No. 5, Pyok-

were being circulated among the
POW’s couldn’t a lowly corporal
be forgiven for believing them?

Witness: Cpl. Tommy Carrick
of Blacksburg, Va., a ‘“buddy”
who shared a foxhole with Dick-
enson before his capture in 1850.
Carrick reported he “overheard”
a conversation between a voice
he “recognized” as Dickenson's
and that of a Chinese political
instructor, in which *“Dickenson’s
voice” reported the escape plans
of other prisoners.

Later in the trial, Carrick re-
appeared at the court-martial
and begged them to strike out
his testimony. He said he “‘could-
n't be sure of the incident;” it
might not have been Dickenson’s
voice after all; it had been three
years and he couldn’t remember.
But the prosecutors refused to
strike out his testimony; they
needed it, flimsy as it was, re-
canted though it was, so hard-

pressed were they to convict
Dickenson!
Witness: Wallace Dunham,

Covington, Ky. Said Dickenson
tried to ‘“‘sound him out” on
communism.

Witness: Sgt. John A. Davis,
Niagara Falls, N.Y. Testified he
saw Dickenson refuse ‘“‘chow” to
a sick prisoner; a “little argu-
ment” followed and Dickenson
“pushed the man down three
stairs.”

Witness: Alexander Luther,
neighbor and fellow prisoner of
Dickenson’s who’d been returned
in the original prisoner ex-
change. He ‘“got” for the prose-
cution a letter Dickenson had
written to his mother in Feb.
1953, which ‘“voiced the com-
munist line” saying the peace
talks were stalled on one issue
only, repatriation, and that all
prisoners should be returned to
the country of their origin,

.going to “fight for peace.”

tong.) Barrett said Dickenson
“tried” to convince him that the
United States used germ war-
fare. Dickenson denied this
charge, as he did the others.|
However, since Col. Schwable’s
statements on germ warfare

Witness: Former Sgt. Barney
M. Younge, Jr.,, of Hamlin, Va.
Said he heard Dickenson say
over a public address system at
Prison Camp No. 5 that he was
Witness: Edward Gaither, for-
mer soldier from Philadelphia.
Testified he'd been brutally beat-
en by the Chinese and put be-
fore a mock firing squad after
he'd told Dickenson of his plans
to escape. Gaither's attitude was

so antagonistic toward Dicken-
son that defense counsel was
moved to ask the witness: “Do

you have a good memory when
you're out to get someone?”

And the witness shouted: “Yes,

if he deserves it;” then leaned
forward angrily under Dicken-
son’s steady regard to scream:

“Don’t you like it?”

The defense mixed him up
rather badly in regard to se-
quence of events, and even this
hostile -witness couldn’t claim

that he actually heard, or even
overheard, Dickénson informing;
merely that he had been bealen
up after having told Dickenson
of his escape plans. It was fur-
ther brought out that Dickenson
himself had attempted escape at
the same time and had also been

The Case of Corporal Dickenson

Yet it was largely Gaither’s
testimony’ that convicted Dicken-
son. The N.Y. Times reported:
“Apart from general collabor-
ation with the Chinese commun-
ists during the two and a half
years that he was a prisoner,
the corporal was also convicted
of informing on a fellow Ameri-
can who planned to escape.”
At the close of the Dickenson
trial, Col. Robert G. Bard, chief
trial counsel, conceded to report-
ers that it had been a “difficult
one W iry.” He added that the

main difference between the
Dickenson case and Schwabel’s
was that “Schwable had been

unwilling and Dickenson had
been willing.”

Now, the army has since de-
cided that there wasn’t any such
foolishness as ‘“brainwashing.”
“In  fact, mo American mili-
tary prisoner was ‘brain-washed’
during the entire Korean War.”
(page 7, Statement of New Mili-

tary Code Committee, THIS
WEEK MAGAZINE, July 17,
1955.) So, if un-brainwashed

Colonel Schwable .was unwilling,
how come he confessed to germ
warfare? Will they now review
the Schwable case, since they
convicted Dickenson merely be-

brought back and punished.

Guy Emery, the retired army
officer appointed as Dickenson's
defense counsel, didn’t S0
well by the corporal, though it
might not have been his faull.
He later charged that the Army
had instructed prospective wit-
nesses not to cooperate with the
defense. The fact remains that
except for the general testimony
given by the psychiatrists, not
one witness for Dickenson was
put on the stand, while the pros-
ecution produced scores of ad-
verse witnesses.

A deposition from Major Gen-
eral Willilam Dean was intro-
duced by the defense, but dis-
allowed by the prosecution,
though much of its own evidence
against Dickenson was in the
form of absentee depositions.
Major General Dean, a veteran
of the prison camps, was vol-
uble, before the army shut him
up, in defense of the inexper-
ienced soldier who “capitulated”
under prison pressure. Dean him-
self said suicide was; the -only

do

sure defense against' capitula-
tion.
On his attorney’s advice,

Dickenson “waived his right to
testify in his own behalf after
being told his silence wouldn’t
be construed as guilt,” His

“The Army Lied

One explanation for the army’s
vicious handling of Dickenson
is its rage at having outsmarted
itself: Going against the Geneva
Convention, the United States,
playing footsie with Chiang Kai-
shek, proposed that prisoners of
war not be returned automatic-
ally to their own countries, as
had been traditional; rather that
prisoners be given the choice of
repatriation or not,

It expected merely to hand
over to the butcher on Formosa
thousands of Chinese soldiers to
be used against (heir homeland.
And Dickenson had to pay the
price of the brass' rage at the
boomeranging of their clever-
ness.

Still Article of War No. 105
refers to “time of war.” Didn't
they say the Korean conflict
was merely a ‘“police action?”
Apparently “police action” can
mean anything they want it to
mean. In reviewing the court-
martialing of a soldier charged
with being drunk on duty as
gsentry in  Korea, the United
States Court of Appeals which
is now reviewing Dickenson’s
case, ruled (U. S. vs. Aldridge,
No. 2886) that a formal decla-
ration of war by congress is not
essential to the creation of a
“time of war.”

So there they were, with Arti-
cle 106 shiny new, and never
used. The brass must have been
aching to try it out, and Dick-
enson must have seemed made
to order, just for them. It was
a set-up, and they went to work
on him.

Dickenson might have had
something when he told the
psychiatrists that “nobody really
cared for him.” Certainly no
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cause he was “willing?"

General Dean’s Testimony

mother, his only witness, drove
all night from Cracker's Neck
to Washington to appear in her
son's defense, but collapsed
from a ‘“‘nervous heart attack”
outside the hearing room, and
her appearance was cancelled.

The N. Y. Times on May 2,
1954 treated the outrageous
proceedings with something less
than white-heat anger, but it
did point to one salient fact:
“The only witness who actually
claimed that he personally
overheard Dickenson informing
on his comrades, asked that his
testimony be thrown out on
grounds that he wasn’t sure of
it.” But the army refused to
heed Carrick’s pleading.

It is a curious coincidence
that the measure (HR 4080)
authorizing revision of the Arti-
c¢les of War standing since 1920
was signed by Eisenhower on
May .5, 1950, and on May 5,
1954, Dickenson who had enlist-
ed in the Army while they were
still  discussing  Article 1056
beeame its first vietim.

No doubt the Army thought it
had provided for every emer-
geney in the 1950 revision of the
code but how could it foresee
the aftermath of the Korean
conflict when American soldiers
would choose not to come home?

to Him”

hue and ery went up about the
searing injustice done him in the
sentencing.

True, at the beginning of the
court-martial two congressional
representatives voiced tentative
protest at the “persecution of the
mere country boy vietimized by
shrewd propaganda techniques.””
But when they saw that this
line harvésted no political hay,
they shut their mouths. And in
the White House sanctimonious
ITke was instructing the nation
to read Luke 18:11; but he
didv’t even 1lift his head from
his Bible reading to so much as
a bleat when the harsh sentence
was handed out.

From Hattiesburg, Mississippi,
came a lone action: two days
after the sentencing, Albert L.
White of the Perry County
draft board, resigned in protest
over the persecution of Dicken~
son, stating ‘“‘the army lied to
him, and if it will lie to one, it
will lie to another! The army
told Cpl. Dickenson that if he
would give up communism and
come hack to the United States
he would be given his freedom.
Instead he gels ten years at
hard labor and his citizenship
taken away from him. T don’t
call that freedom!”
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By Daniel Reberts

Daily skirmishes take place in

Settlements Without Strikes

When the CIO United Auto Workers
signed a contract with Ford early this
summer, it opened a general wage-gain
movement that encompassed almost every
section of U.S. industry.

From its victory at Ford the UAW went
on to sign up the other two giants of auto
— General Motors and Chrysler — and
then won similar gains from smaller
corporations under its jurisdiction.

The CIO Steelworkers took a straight
cash increase in Big Steel, and in the
canning industry won ecash and a sup-
plementary unemployment insurance plan
superior to that granted by the auto in-
dustry.

Lesser gains were registered by the In-
ternational Union of Electrical Workers
(CIO) in its settlement with General Elec-
tric arrived at a month before the old
agreement expired.

These gains were scored without any of-
ficial or drawn-out strikes. As a result the
union bureaucrats, who have no stomach
for fight, are engaging in a display of
smug self-congratulation. They are team-
ing up with Big Business propagandists
to preach that the class struggle has be-
come outmoded in the United States and
that this year’s peaceful settlements have
become the norm for all time.

The, very premise for this year’s union
gains gives the lie to this contention. While
no large-scale strike battles took place, the
union negotiators brought to the bargain-
ing table the might of 15 million workers
organized as a class force in their unions.

These unions were built in the course of
some of the most militant strike battles
ever recorded in world labor history. The
employers knew that the union represen-
tatives were negotiating from strength. It
was their decision not to try to meet the
power of the workers head-on at this time,
but continue collaboration with the union

Double Cross on

On Aug. 30, Secretary of State Dulles
told a news conference that elections to
unite North and South Vietnam were not
possible at this time.

Such elections are scheduled to take
place by next July according to the agree-
ment reached between the Vietminh and
the French government at Geneva last.
year. This agreement had the unofficial
support of the Eisenhower Administra-
tion.

There can’t be any nation-wide elections
in Indo-China, is the alibi given by a Sept.
3 N. Y. Times editorial, until a strong,
popularly elected government in South
Vietnam stands behind Premier Diem.
Otherwise the North Vietnam regime
would walk away with the elections.

Just when this popular government
behind the U.S. puppet premier will come
into being, the Times does not venture to
say. But it admits that “it would not be
easy to conduct a first general election in
South Vietnam.”

The cause for the difficulty is simply
this: the majority of the South Viet-
namese already favor the Ho Chi Minh
regime in the North and will not give their
backing to Diem.

There Is No

Once upon a time — many years ago —
there existed among the capitalist liberals
a group which genuinely believed in poli-
tical freedom — and fought for it.

They believed in “free enterprise,” of
course, but they thought it held a promise
for a happier future for man. They
thought the meanness, the poverty and
the tyranny of the system could be
eliminated by the efforts of men and
women of “good will.”

Being people of “good will” they often
joined with radicals in the fight for civil
liberties. They reasoned that man needed
free air to breathe, to investigate, think,
speak, write and act. All this was necessary
if the world were to eventually be a better
place to live.

Today this species is almost extinet.
Only a rare individual survives here and
there.

Capitalism has entered its period of
decline. Today there is no longer any room
for “free enterprise,” or freedom of
thought in the old competitive manner.
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bureaucracy in view of the continued
prosperity.

The employers were further reminded
of labor’s combativity by a number of
strikes recently concluded or still in
process.

We cite the Kohler strike in Wisconsin
now going into its 17th month. Then the
Louisiana sugar strikes, the militant
battles of Southern railroad and telephone
workers this summer, the International
Harvester strike still going in Chicago, the
Miami hotel strike, and the month-long
nation-wide copper strike concluded in
July.

The employers also took note of the
often stormy local union meetings held to
formulate contract demands. In these
sessions, workers gave free vent to all
their pent-up anger over the mass of
unsettled shop grievances and their dis-
trust for the officials who offered no pro-
gram to take care of the problem.

These grievances then gave rise to the
unprecedented wave of wildecat strikes that
swept the duto industry at the time of the
Ford and GM settlements, giving a new
demonstration to the emplovers of U.S.
labor’s militancy.

These are the manifestation of class
struggle that intruded into every bargain-
ing session and dictated the result.

The employers will not always be con-
ciliatory even in the face of labor’s power.
At the next turn of events, they will elect
to try to smash the unions. They will
renew open class warfare up and down
the line.

Then it will be imperative that the
workers, too, have leaders who believe that
the class struggle is an organic part of
capitalist society. Such men and women
will know that their task is to mobilize
labor’s ranks for victory in show-down
battle with the employers.

Vietnam Elections

Under these circumstances the State
Department alibi amounts simply to can-
celling last year’s Geneva agreement.

But then neither Fremch nor U.S. im-
perialism ever meant to carry out the
agreement. As The Militant explained last
vear, they were designed to cheat the
Indo-Chinese people of full-fledged victory
in their struggle for national independence.

All reporters agreed last year that not
only did the Vietminh enjoy overwhelming
popular support throughout the country
but that militarily it was in a position to
take over all Indo-China. “Only strong out-
side deterrents,” wrote Edmund Stevens
in the July 13, 1954 Christian Science
Monitor, “can restrain the Communists
from exploiting their successes in the field
to the hilt.”

The deterrent came in the form of
Kremlin and Peking agreement to divide
the country as a down payment on a status
quo deal with U.S. imperialism. The elec-
tion provision was simply a means of
covering up the betrayal.

It is this kind of a deal at the expense of
the national independence aspirations of
the colonial people that the Stalinists label
“peaceful coexistence.”

Middle Road

Industries grow only with ruthless mo-
nopolistic destruction of competitors. And
the competitive challenge of socialist ideas
becomes intolerable to the rulers.

The tragedy of liberalism in this period
arises from the fact that there is no longer
a middle road. Either one stands opposed
to the mounting tide of anti-capitalist
revolution throughout the world, or one
welcomes it and looks forward to the time
when the American workers too will join
consciously in the march toward socialism.

Those who fear the future become the
servile tools of the shaky capitalist power.
They yearn only for the past when the
class struggle was less irreconcilable.
These are the liberals today.

They fought McCarthy and the “ex-
cesses” of the witch hunt in their own
half-hearted way because in fascism they
see their own demise. But they did not
fight for freedom. Their premise in the
witch hunt was the same as McCarthy’s.
“Communism is the greatest danger.”
Under this slogan they condone the jailing
of people for their thoughts. They condone
the suppression of radical political ideas.
They use the crimes of Stalinism as a
cover — but in principle they have moved
into the camp of reaction.

But ideas cannot be destroyed. They
are born in the economic and political
conditions in which people live. Long ago
the liberals understood this well and
argued it well. But not today.

Even with the old-time liberal dead, the
intransigent defender of freedom is not.
The Marxists always stood on that ground
and still do. And the working class which
needed that freedom, still needs it.

the Gaza strip between Egypt-
ian and Israeli forces. Every
truce is shortlived. The danger
of a new war between Arab and
Israeli armies may be imminent.
Sympathy of the U. 8. Big
Business press in the majority
is for Israel, Here, they say, is
a progressive country bringing
Western enlightenment, industry
and sanitation to a backward
area of the world. Against them
is arrayed an overwhelming
number of benighted people led
by feudalists who threaten war
out of fear of social progress.
This touching portrait of Little
David TIsrael facing an Arab
Goliath is also the one painted
by the Zionist movement. But
it does not accord with reality.
Historie right in the Arab-Israel
conflict liecs wholly on the side
of the Arabs. They are the ag-
grieved party.
It is enough to cite the fact
that 900,000 Palestinian Arabs
were driven out of their country
by Israeli troops in 1948. At
that time the total population
of the country was 1,900,009,
These people had a history in
Palestine dating back over one
thousand years. Tt is their home-
land. Since 1948 the refugee

borders of Israel under conditions
verging on starvation.

To be sure, Palestine — the
land area covered by the present
Israeli state — was the Jewish
homeland in Biblical times, but
it held only a small Jewish
population in 1920 when sizeable
Zionist migrations began. Even
in 1947 — on the eve of the
Israel-Arab war — the majority
in Palestine was Arab. After the
expulsion of the Arabs the
Jews outnumbered them within
the country seven-to-one.

The Zionists were permitted
entry into Palestine by British
imperialism to check the Arab
national independence movement.
It is this movement, engulfing
Arab countries from Morocco to
Iran, that alone holds out hope
for genuine political and eco-
nomic advance to the 60 million
Arabs. The aim of the inde-
pendence movement is to smash
the domination of imperialism,
and this program when carried
through to the end means also
the uprooting of all feudal land
relations and the beginning of a
socialist transformation. This is
what the history of al! colonial
struggles has demonstrated,

The Arab national movement
in Palestine acquired great
strength during the course of

against Turkish domination. The
British troops during the course
of the war occupied the coun-
try, and the Arabs then made
their demands for self-rule 2n
the English government. British
imperialism pretended to honor
these claims.

Al the same time through the
Balfour Declaration, it announ-
ced that it would help establish
a Jewish homeland in Palestine.
The British government declar-
ed, however, that Zionist claims
to take over Palestine for the
Jews would have to be squared
with  Arab demands for na-
tional  self-determination, The
British government set itself up
as umpire in the situation. In
1922 the League of Nations —
the imperialist thieves’ kitohen,
as Lenin called it — endorsed
the Balfour Declaration and
gave British imperialism a man-
date over Palestine.

DIVIDE AND RULE

With the Balfour declaration,
British imperialism began the
game of divide and rule in the
Near East, using the Zionist
claims to check the legitimate
aspirations of the Arab masses.
The same game is now being
played by U. S. imperialism —
the new controlling power in the

ist movement became the cats-
paw of imperialism in the Arab
world.

From the first, the Zionists
behaved as would-be conquerors
over the Arabs. Their communi-
ties in Palestine pursued a pol-
icy of no economic intercourse
wth the Arabs and boycotted
Arab goods. Jewish capitalists
grew up dependent on imperial-
ist aid and support from rich
and middle class Jews in Europe
and America.

Histadrut, the Zionist Ilabor
organization, demanded that
Jewish capitalists employ only
Jewish labor. The organization
excluded Arabs from wmember-
ship, and as a rufe gave no
support to the strikes of Arab
unions conducted against for-
cign-owned concerns,

Never did the Zionist leaders
show the slightest sympathy for
the demands of the Palestinian
Arabs for national independence.

In 1939, says the Encyclopedia
Britannica, “the delegates of the
Arab countries” to a conference
in London “proposed the inde-
pendence of Palestine and the en-
joyment of full minority rights
and cultural autonomy for the
Jewish national home in its 1939
extent. The @ionists opposed
with utmost vigor a solution

Avabs have lived in camps on the

World War I as a movement

near and middle East. The Zion-

Background of the Israecl-Arab Conflict

ing all possibilities of a Jewish
state in Palestine.”

By its arrogant behaviour, and
its character as an agency of
imperialism, the Zionist move-
ment has deeply antagonized the
Arab masses. This has created
the opportunity over the years
for Arab feudalists —also props
for imperialism in the Middle
East — to seek to divert the
potential revolutionary  senti-
ment of the Arab masses against
feudal oppression into the chan-
nels of anti-Semitism.

In this way, too, Zionism has
stifled the Arab national move-
ment, which depends for success
on the mobilization of the Arab
workers and peasants against
their own ruling classes.

In 1948, when the British man-
date expired and British troops
left Palestine, Isracli forces de-
feated Avab armies and pro-
claimed an independent state.
However, Isvaeli capitalists are
not yet satisfied. They want to
bring more Jews into Israel and
keep its frontiers undefined as
long as possible for purposes
of expansion.

This raises the danger of new
expulsions of Arabs from their
traditional lands. And it con-
fronts the Arab nationalist
movement with new interference

which they regarded as exclud-

in realizing its aspirations.

By Ernest Rief

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 29 —
An audience of approximately
100 heard the subject, *“ls Co-
existence the Means to Peace?”
debated here last night by a
panel consisting of Thomas Ker-
ry, Chairman of the Los Angeles
Branch of the Socialist Workers
Party; Edward DeLaney, McCar-
thyite columnist and radio com-
menfator; Reuben W. Borough,
representing the Independent
Progressive Party Committee;
and Howard Jarvis, of the Los
Angeles County Republican
Party.

The symposium was sponsored
by the Los Angeles Community
Forum.

THE CAUSES OF WAR

Kerry demonstrated the worth-
lessness of peaceful coexistence
as a means to achieve peace by
analyzing the economic and po-
litical forces that are driving
capitalism toward another world
war. He showed how Lhe capital-
ist counfries, particularly the
United States, are irrevocably
cemmitted {o the production of
armaments as a means to avert
another depression, and
this, together with the organic
need of capitalism for new mar-
kets to exploit is leading inevit-
ably to war.

Kerry also showed how the
rising of the masses in the co-
lonial countries after World War
II had aggravated the internal
contradictions of the capitalist
system, propelling the imperial-
ists toward a show-down fight
to put down the revolulionary
challenge to capitalism,

Peaceful coexistence, Kerry ex-
plained, is the policy capitalism
employs today as a necessary
expedient to gain time and pur-
sue its long-range preparations
for World War I11. To pass off
this policy as a genuine striving
for peace is a cruel deception of
the. working people which can
only aid in war preparation.
Borough, who presented the
Stalinist view, refrained from
making any connection between
capitalism and the war danger.
His main argument was that the
horror of the H-bomb was so
great that no one dares to start
a war, thereby making c¢oexis-
tence a feasible policy.

OPPOSES ‘POWER BLOCS’
Ignoring the basic reason for
the existence of the antagonistic
Soviet and Western bloes in the
world today, Bovough cited the
opposition of Thomas Jefferson to
“power bloes” in international
relations. After thus ascribing
the war danger to evil diplo-
matic practices, Borough declar-
ed that we must all learn from
American history.
Thereupon he completely forgot
that American history is marked
by such events as the Revolu-
tionary War and the Civil War
and made the statement that
man has only progressed by
peaceful coexistence.
Where would we be if the 13
colonies had elected to peace-
fully coexist with the tyranny
of King George TII? Or if we
had coexisted forever with the
Slavoeracy of the South? Bor-
ough did not answer these ques-
tions.
Nor did he mention the fact
that the people of Asia, Africa
and Latin America are refusing
to coexist with the modern ty-
rants of imperialisni and their
agents. In his remarks, Kerry
made crystal clear that it was
the right and duty of the op-

how |-

L. A. Forum Hears Four-Cornered
Dehate on “Peaceful Coexistence”

themselves by every means from
the brutality and terrorism of
imperialism. In contrast to this
position, Borough proposed that
the United Nations commissions
investigate, report and “resolve”
such problems.

The fact that the embattled
colonial people of North Africa
have unsuccessfully attempted to
put their case before the UN
was not even mentioned.

DIPLOMACY THE KEY

Jarvis, the Republican defen-
der of the peaceful coexistence
policy agreed with Borough that
diplomacy was the key to peace,
He gave, however, some rather
astonishing examples to prove
his point. The bloody settlement
in Korea, the savage counter-
revolutionary victory in lran, the
waperialist dominated Latim
American conference in Caracas,
and the war-like North Atlantic
Treaty Organization all these
were cited by Jarvis as exam-
ples of the “diplomatic” road to
peace.

Jarvis admitted that the arms
economy is at least partly re-
sponsible for prosperity (though
this was flatly denied by Bor-
ough). Jarvis also claimed that
we don’t know what socialism
will do, and that we can't afford
to risk it.

Kerry replied: “It's true we
don't have socialism anywhere
yet. Socialism presupposes the
world-wide victory of the work-
ing class over capitalism. But
we DO know what capitalism
has done: It has instigated two

World Wars in one generation,
a major depression and several
recessions, continuous brutal op-
pression of the colonial peoples
by imperialist nations, vile dis-
crimination against minorities
like the Negroes, and finally,
the preparation of World War
III with its grim threat to an-
nihilate mankind.”

The McCarthyite DeLaney
failed, of course, to employ any
noticable method of logic or an-
alysis. He simply labeled all the
believers in coexistence as ‘“‘inen-
tal lepers” and laid all the ills
of the world at the doorstep of
“Communism.”

The audience, which packed
the hall, regsponded with keen in-
terest to the debate. Many ques-
tions were asked, about half of
them directed to Kerry.

One question was, “How does
the coexistence policy of the
Communist parties sell out the
colonial struggles?’ Kemy gave
several examples, including the
French Communist Party's sup-
port of the phony imperialist
“home rule” policy for Tunisia
for the purpose of promoting co-
existence with French imperial-
ism.

The audience stayed long after
the meeting was adjourned to
discuss with the speakers. The
meeting marked a high point in
the two-year old Community
Forum which was organized by
a group of young people of vari-
ous points of view to provide a
public forum for discussion of
important topics.

... Moroccan Unio

(Continued from page 1)
dumped, a sacrifice to the re-
actionary TFrench colonial plant-
ers and capitdlists in Morocco
and to the French banks with
heavy  Morocean  investments
who breathe fire at the sug-
gestion of even token conces-
sions to the Moroccan people.

In his place has been named
a new ruler for the colony —
Lieutenant-General Pierre Boyer
de la Tour. According to the
usually reliable, conservative
Paris paper, Le Monde, Boyer
de la Tour is an outstanding
leader of French militarist cir-
cles in North Africa. This top
military group is reactionary to
the core and most hostile to the
idea of “appeasing” Moroccan
nationalism. Although he is be-
ing presented to the public as
the man who will put into ef-
fect what is left of the “Grand-
val Plan,” Le Monde reports
that he is highly critical of it.

Significant news which the
French were unable to suppress
is troubling the French military.
On the night of Sept. 2 a group
of five soldiers of a French
Moroccan regiment deserted to
guerrillas in the Khenifra area,
taking their automatic weapons
and a machine gun with them.

Fighting is still going on in
the mountainous interior of
Morocco, The French are devas-
tating whole areas in reprisal.
Behind them nothing remains
standing save the charred re-
mains of bwnt Morocean huts
and hayricks.

French delays on the “reform”
for Morocco do not appear to
be held up now by the opposi-
tion of the French North Afri-
can lobbies. Apparently they
have accepted the compromise
offered by Faure, the details of
which are not known, but which
was signalized by the dumping

pressed colonial peopie to defend

ns Prepare

ment of Boyer de la Tour. Now
the French cabinet delays in
order to wring concessions from
the Istiglal. In return for the
smallest concessions — such as
the right of Istiglal leaders to
visit the deposed pro-nationalist
Sultan ben Youseff in his Mada-
gascar imprisonment — they are
demanding that Istiglal leaders
and ben Youseff write a blank-
check endorsement of the com-
ing “reform” government for
Morocco.

Istiglal policy appears divided
Several leaders, who were at
Aix-les-Bains for  discussions
with the French cabinet, have
made a deal and are now en
route to Madagascar.

Although French officials still
refer to their puppet sultan’s
“divine mission” he is apparently
going to be discarded soon. A
three-man council will then de-
clare the throne temporarily
empty and itself a regency. The
composition of this council will
be one French puppet, one na-
tionalist (who will supposedly
represent moderate Istiglal opin-
ion, even if the Istiglal refuses
to participate) and a religious
authority on Moslem law,

Since the French will appoint
the council they will control at
least two votes out of three.
This council will set up a “gov-
ernment,” subordinate to the
French Resident General, that
will supposedly represent all
viewpoints in Morocco. Again
the French will have the real
say in who dominates this “gov-
ernment.”

Istiqlal leaders of the left
have declared they will not go
along with the French reform
unless Paris makes a clear
statement of a perspective of
eventual independence (within
the French Union) for Morocco.
This the French steadfastly re-

World

Events

CHILI'S PRESIDENT IBAN-
EZ agreed to negotiate a strike
of 55,000 public service workers
on Sept. 4. He had previously
refused to meet with union lead-
ers unless the strike was called
off. On Sept. 1 leaders of the
Chilean Labor Federation had
threatened a general strike of

its one million members for
Sept. 5 in support of the public
service workers. After Ibanez
met with union officials, they

called the public service strike
off. However, the government
did not actually grant any de-
mands. It announced it would
“study demands” for pay in-
creases ranging from 60 to 100%
to meet the run-away inflation.
Only an estimated 309 of the
workers returned to their jobs.
The others stayed out, demand-
ing  release of the principal
union leaders, who, they say

the strike off. According to the
Sept. 2 N. Y. Herald Tribune,
the Ibanez government had ar-
rested 30,000 strikers through-
out Chili. Garrisons in Santi-
ago, capital cily, were increased
by troops from the provinces.
The capitalist press alibied for
repressive moves by claiming
the strikes were “Communist in-
stigated.”

*
PERON strengthened his re-
gime in Argentina for the time
being last week when 100,000
workers answered the call of
the Peron-controlled  General
Confederation of Labor (CGT)
to demonstrate in Buenos Aires
against his resignation. Peron
offered to “resign” on Aug. 31 in
a letter addressed over the
heads of Congress to the CGT,
the Peronista Party and its
woman's auxiliary. In his speech
to the demonstration on Plaza
del Mayo, the dictator called for
a “fight to win to consolidate
social conquests we have achiev-
ed or the oligarchy is going to
destroy them.” He urged the
workers to answer the violence
of his opponents with greater
violence. The next day Congress
voted Peron martial law powers
within the Buenos Aires area.
This brought an end to the
truce between Peron and his
opponents—the Catholic Church
and Radical Party — concluded
shortly after the abortive June
16 Navy coup.

* »

* *

YUGOSLAVIA will receive $84
million in credits and loans over
the next three years from the
Soviet Umion. In addition rep-
resentatives of the two states
agreed to conduct trade in the
amount of $70 million a year.
Yugoslavia will send bauxite
(aluminum ore), lead, tobacco and
hemp. In return the Soviet Union
will supply coke, oil and cotton,
The Soviet government will lend
Yugoslavia $30 million in gold
and credits amounting to $54 mil-
lion will be set up for the
pwchase of raw materials and

*

were not consulted about calling|”

fertilizer plant. This is the first
substantial aid Yugoslavia is
receiving since the Kremlin attack
on the Yugoslav leaders in 1948,

* * ¥

JAPAN'S FOREIGN MINIS-
TER SHIGEMITSU came to the
U.S. last week to report on the
rearming plans of his govern-
ment. These plans call for armed
forces of 200,000 by 1958. The
11.S. government wanis a Japa-
nese army of 350,000 by 1962,
Shigemitsu also came {0 request
a promise that U.S. ground
troops be withdrawn from Japan
in 1958. However, Secretary of
State Dulles was non-committal.
The Japanese working people are
opposed to both rearmament and
continued presence of U.S. troops
in their country.

* ®

IN LONDON, trade unionists
announced on Aug. 30 that they
would boycott the Flying Tiger

*

Air Line — a U.S. concertn —
until the line settled its pay
dispute with the International

Association of Machinists (AFL).
The machinists have been on
strike since June 15 in the U.S,
to cnforce pay demands. It is
reported that workers in other
countries of Rurope have also
demonstrated solidarity with the
1AM strike.

*

TORONTO LABOR COUNCIL
EXECUTIVES have endorsed the
proposition of a 30-hour week
with 40-hours pay according to
Aug. 30 Labor’s Daily. The coun-
¢il embraces 65,000 members of
the CIO and Canadian Congress
of Labor.

* =
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IN WEST GERMANY unions
have cancelled éontracts covering
three to four million workers.
New negotiations will begin this
month throughout Germany.
Union leaders contend that last
yvear's wage increases have been
cancelled by increase of prices.
Recent wildcat strikes in Ham-
burg and Kassel involving 25,000
workers are said to have prompt-
ed umion leaders to take the
action.

LI

THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT
on Sept. 6 voted to back Prime
Minister Nehru’s stand banning
peaceful invasions of the Por-
tugese colony of Goa, last foreign
outpost in India. Nehru declared
that individuals wmight use
Gandhi’s tactic of passive resist-
ance against domestic authority,
bt governments could not use it
against each other. He reaffirmed
his detenmination to drive the
Portugese from Goa, but said it
must be done by peaceful and
legitimate means.

* %

For only $1.25 you can get a
one-year subscription to the
Marxist quarterly, Fourth In-
ternational, 116 University Pl

the cost of building a nitrate

New York 8, N. Y.

Name

Subscribe!

Start your subscription now. Clip the coupon and mail it
in today. Send $1.50 for six months subseription or $3 for a full
year to The Militant, 116 University Place, New York 3, N. ¥.

Street

/A0 T J——

State ... ccmmnermem

City

of Grandval and the appoint-

fuse to do.

[ $1.50 Six months [] $3.00 Full year [] New [] Renewal




The Negro Struggle

By George Lavan

Election Bait

As surely as the robin betokens the ap-
proach of spring, come-hither gestures and
promises to the workers and the Negro
people signal the approach of a presidential
campaign.

The Chairman of the Democratic Party
attacks Vice-President Nixon for having
signed a restrictive covenant. The Repub-
licans refuse “to dignify” this charge with
a denial but they try to woo the Negro
vote by other means.

An outstanding gesture of this type was
the White House’s announcement on Aug.
27 of a conference of 70 of the biggest
defense contract holders and the top brass
of the labor movement to discuss job
diserimination. The one-day confab, to
take place Oct. 25, will be conducted by the
President’s Committee on Job Discrimina-
tion, which is headed by Vice-President
Nixon.

Now the Democrats and Republicans,
unwilling to pass a Fair Employment
Practices law, have tried to placate agita-
tion for such a law with shadow rather
than substance. This is a Presidential
Order requiring everybody signing a gov-
ernment contract to agree not to practice
Jim Crow in hiring, upgrading, lay-offs,
ete. It reads fine and some six million hold-
ers of government contracts sign this
pledge, even those in the Deep South.

The catch is that there is no enforce-
ment power since, as the New York Times
explains, the aim is to reduce Jim Crow
“without punitive legal action.”

At the recent NAACP convention in
Atlantic City there was a great deal of
discussion about squeezing some henefits

for the Negro people from this government
contract clause. The NAACP is correctly
trying to push the administration into
making it something more than an “educa-
tional” measure. However, the discussion
showed that it will take a lot of pushing
to get any real benefits from it.

A delegate from Denver, for example,
told how his branch had fought a case in-
volving Jim Crow in connection with a
government contract to carry the mails.
The final ruling was that government mail
contracts weren’t really contracts so the
clause didn’t apply.

In the two and a half years this clause
has existed not one company has had its
government contract cancelled because il
practiced Jim Crow hiring. NAACP and
labor officials have been given contradic-
tory information by the government on
whether the President’s Committee on Job
Discrimination even has the power tc
cancel contracts. It has been said that
though the committee has no power to
cancel contracts, it has indicated it will
refuse new contracts to violators. This
remains to be seen.

The labor delegates who are to attenc
the one-day confab and then go to dinner
at the White House should get up on theiy
hind legs at this “educational” meeting
and let Eisenhower and the assembled
businessmen know that they want teeth
put in this Presidential Order and they
want “punitive legal action” against those
companies that violate the contracts.
Otherwise they will be aiding the poli-
ticians and Jim Crow bosses to cover-up
for the refusal to put FEP into effect by
law or Presidential Order.

“Cry of the Downtrodden

An outstanding German radical novelist
died in Switzerland on March 14, 1955. It
is certainly not too late to speak about
Theodor Plievier who, in his novels, short
stories and plays, conveyed to his readers,
as he put it, “the cry of the downtrodden.”

Plievier was born in Berlin, February
12, 1892. In his vouth he wandered through
Austria, Hungary, Holland and Russia, be-
rame a seaman (on sailing ships), a
cowboy in South America, an interpreter,
a miner, and served in the Imperial Ger-
man Navy in World War 1. He knew the
workers, farmers and seamen of variovs
countries, felt close to thé oppressed any-
where, disapproved of chauvinism and im-
perialist war. Plievier participated in the
mutiny of the German Navy that started
the revolution of November, 1918. Hi:
novel “The Kaiser's Coolies,” which re-
flects his experiences in the Navy, was
translated into 18 languages. Almost over-
night, he had become a well-known writer.

Plievier realized that contrary to the
Social Democrats’ claims, the Weimar
Republic with its bourgeois-democratic
constitution, its officials and organs of
repression taken over from the Kaiser's
Empire, was not the result of a “victorious
democratic revolution” but of the prole-
tarian uprising’s defeat. Basically, the
state remained reactionary because of its
capitalist nature, despite a few Social-
Democratic cabinet members. Plievier
stood unwaveringly in the proletarian
camp. The title of his novel “The Kaiser
Goes, The Generals Remain” became a
political slogan in a time of increasin~
right-wing intrigue and terrorism.

When Hitler seized power in 1933,
Plievier left Germany. Since his hopes
were focused on the Soviet Union, in whizh
he saw the state of the October Revoln-
tion, it is not surprising that he was in
Moscow at the outbreak of World War II.
In 1941, the Nazis invaded Russia. Plievier
became an eyewitness of the Soviet peo-
ple’s heroic defense after an initial period
of unpreparedness, bureaucratic chaos,
uncertainty, setbacks, which he was later
to describe in his novel “Moscow.”

In 1944 he concluded “Stalingrad,” one
of the most remarkable World War 1)

By Trent Hutter

novels, based on numerous eye-witness
accounts, diaries, maps and documents of
German soldiers and officers who par-
ticipated in the decisive battle on the
Volga. “Stalingrad’” became an interna.
tional best-seller after the war. It is part
of a powerful trilogy on the Soviet Union’s
struggle of 1941-44: “Moscow” — “Stal-
ingrad” — “Berlin,” depicting significant
events, situations, and types representing

the various layers of the Ssviet popula-

tion and of the German war machine ana
people.

But Plievier’s political thinking had
undergone a profound change since his
arrival in Moscow. He had seen the totali-
tarian police state of Stalin. He had seen
the misery of the masses and the privileges
and brutal arrogance of the bureaucracy.
He had seen the latter’s panic and incom-
petence in the first tragic weeks of the
1941 campaign. Plievier, the man whese
heart was beating for the oppressed, for all
the oppressed, had not been, could not be
transformed into a Stalinist hack. He had
to tell the truth. What good were his
writings, despite all his professional skill,
if he didn’t? Sincerity plus skill makes
a good writer; and an excellent writer he
undoubtedly was!

“Moscow” is a pitiless expose of the
bureaueratic regime, its erimes, its fail-
ures, and a tribute to the Russian people
Plievier knew so well. The author had to
hide the manuscript while he still lived
under Stalinist rule. The only chance to
get it published was his escape from the
shadow of the MVD (secret police).
Plievier had moved to East Germany after
the war. He went to West Germany a few
vears later. There he finished and publish-
ed “Moscow” and wrote “Berlin.”

Theodor Plievier was not a Trotskyist.
His political views seem to have been some-
what vague. But nonetheless this highly
talented writer was always a true friend of
the toilers, a spokesman for the “down-
trodden,” an enemy of all tyrants. He al-
ways insisted on the Brotherhood of man,
even when the world was aflame with war.
“The whole earth belongs entirely to all.”
says an old Russian in Plievier’s ‘“Mos-
cow”, ..

Notes from the News

PHILIP LOEB, 61, veteran stage, screen and
television actor, was found dead in the Hotel Taft
on Sept. 1 with a nearly emipty bottle of sleeping
pills at his side. Three years ago Loch made head-
lines when he was dropped from the role of Jake
(Papa) Goldberg on a TV series after “Red
Channels” accused him of “association” with
“Communist-front” organizations. He denied the
charges before the Senate Internal Security suh-
commitiee: bul was nevertheless blacklisted and
has been unemployed during maost of the last
three years of his life.

® g [ 3

CLARE BOOTH LUCE, U.S. Ambassador to
Ttaly, is under fire for forcing the withdrawal of
the film “Blackboard Jungle”” from the Venice
Film Festival Competition, Arthur Loew, presi-
dent of Loew’s International Conp, denounced the
aotion as ““flagrant political censorship” and
lodged a protest with the State Department, the
New York Post reported.

® % %

RIVAL SUGAR LOBBIES conducted a running
battle in the st session of Congress. Domestic
sugar producers coordinated their efforts wiih
Puerto Rican and Hawaiiun sugar interests

against the Cuban producers dominated by Wall
Street stockholders, according to the Washington
Star. Latin American countries also hired lobbies
to try to break the grip of the Cuban interests.
The lobbies got =o tangled up that Congres:
adjourned without passing any  sugar quotz
legislation, alloting shares of the sugar marke:
to the various producers for the tinme being.
W £ ¥

THE UNITED AUTO WORKERS UNION soes
on trial September 30 before Federal Judge Frank
Picard. The union was indicted by Attorney Gen-
eral Brownell for using its general funds tc
sapport political candidates in 1954, Judge Picard
gained prominence when he ruled against the
Mine Workers Union in the portal to portal pay
case,

® = *

SENATE COMMITTEE STAFFS are now undey
investigation for “subversive” members. Rep-
resentative Francis K. Walter, head of the House
Un-American Activities Committee, claims that
“eells™ exist among Senate committee aides. So
far there is no announcement of Senate plans to
look for “red cells” in the staffs of House com-
mittees,
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Male Guards Beat
Women Prisoners
In Chicago Jail

By Shirley Clark

“I have come to the press and
Judge Austin because there ara
19 girls who desperately need
medical attention after they
rere beaten up on two occas-
ions yesterday by twelve male
guards in the County Jail."

These were the opening words
of Mrs. Ruth O'Neal, 36, in Chi-
cago when she talked to report-
ers after conferring with Judge
Austin  and the State’s Atty.
Gutknecht on Aug. 31. Mrs.
0O'Neal was one of the prisoners
‘n  Chicago's County Jail who
was beaten by the guards. She
Segan her fight for medical
help for the women prisoners
the moment she was released
from prison.

On Sunday, Aug. 28, one of
he prisoners, Mrs. Mina Singer,
32, was caught talking through
the open windows to male pris-

oners. As a vresult of this
“erime,” the windows were
closed and other ‘“privileges”

were taken away from the wom-
en inmates:

On Tuesday, Aug. 30, the 48
women prisoners began to bang
their tin cups, demanding to sec
Warden Blazek. They wanted the
windows re-opened. They wanted
Lo protest the fact that all were
being punished for the infraction
of a minor rle by one prisover.

Instead of granting the modest
demands of the women prisoners
— or even permitling negotia-
tions with the Warden — twelve
male guards entered the com-
mon cell and began beating the
women until “there were girls
all over the floor.”

The guards beat Lhe women with

closed fists. All clothing was
torn off two or three women.
After knocking the women

down, the guards then dragged
them to their individual cells.

Mrs. O'Neal said she stooped to
help one of the women who was
Iying on the floor when a guard
hit her across the back of tho
neck.

That night the women banged
their shoes on the floors of
their  cells, demanding medical
care for the injured women.

Strike Victory Ended ‘Lockout

Mrs. Esther Quigley (left),
who locked out her shop steward
husband hecause he was on
strike, is shown taking direct
action (below) in picketing the
pickets, Andrew Quigley is one
of the 450 members of UAW-
CI0O who were on strike against
the Harrison Sheet Metal Co.
in Chicago. Wives of the other
UAW strikers picketed Mrs.
Quigley. Labor’s Daily, Sept. 1,
reports the strikers won and
Mrs. Quigley ended her lockout.

Warden Blazek, in the attempt
to quiet the indignant prisoners,
promised to take three injured
women to see the doctor. Instead
the three wounded women were
locked in segregation cells in the
basement.

In reply to the charges made
by Mrs. O'Neal, Sheriff Lohman
and Warden Blazek raised the
cry of “polities.” If this were
so, the Sheriff and the Warden
would have nothing to worry
about. No counter charges
would have to be wmade. The
prison -administration could be
completely vindicated by simply
opening the County Jail to
thorough inspection by doctors
and impartial observers.

The labor movement of Chi-

cago, as elsewhere, can ill af-
ford to neglect the fight against
the outrageous conditions that
exist in American prisons. The
degree of oppression in any so-
ciety can always be measured by
the treatment accorded to those
who are weakest. And who are
more helpless than those men
and women who are caught in
the prison system of the United
States.

Whenever prison brutality
breaks through the wall of si-
ience into the public view, the
labor movement, as the champ-
ion of the oppressed, should step
into” the lead to see that justice
is done. Without this interven-

To Quit

Great Lakes Steel plant to co-
operate with the bosses in main-
taining production standards.

At a mass meeting held in the
Ecorse High School, Aug. 31,
10,000 union members heard Me-
Donald speak from the same
platform with the top officers
of the company and its parent
corporation, National Steel.

McDonald appealed to the
workers to put an end to the work
stoppages that have taken place
since last December over plant
grievances and to cooperate in
the lush profit making of the
steel industry this year.

OPEN SHOP THREAT

During 1955 there have been 2(
work stoppages in the plant. A
year ago this plant, the largest
in the Detroit area, witnessed «
prolonged “wildcat” strike in
which Steelworkers District
Director Shane accused Ernesi
Weir, who had just acquired con-
trol of the Great Lakes plant o
trying to introduce open shoj
conditions.

At that time the steel workers
were hard hit by the economic
recession; with thousands laid of(
the men in the plants were fight.
ing for the very life of the union,
Now, with the production boom,
McDonald apparently feels bold
enough to come out with his

{o dampen the militant spirit of
the workers.

From my own experience [ can
report that the steel union of-
ficials, down to the shop steward
level, have made a complete
turnabout and are going after the
men on the McDonald program.
Disciplinary actions, forcing over-
time on the workers and cutting
down relief periods are becoming
daily occurrences,

tion, there will be no real jus-
tice,

The chief Steward in my plant,
for example, has changed his

Our Readers Take the

Serfdom in South
Editor:

Am enclosing a clipping of a
few days ago, dealing with the
matter of interest to you. From
the nature of the disputes, it is
easy to deduce the underiying
truths,

Lately, 1 have tried to get an
carful upon the matter of or-
ganized labor and how well it is
loved here, Naturally, every em-
ployer here is anti-union of any
sort. What struck me strongly
is how right I was at guessing
the underlying feeling on the
part of the workers in the agri-
cultural pursuits here. 1 find it
quite impossible to get any of
the day laborers to express
themselves about workers and
their deserts. They will not talk
about it at all.

The reason is obvious to me.
For many of these workers are
tied down here because of theip
poverty. They can not pick up
and go elsewhere if they lose
their  jobs here. They are as
much tied to the big employer
as any slave ever was. For such
a man to let it ever be heard
that he is dissatisfied with the
dole given him, amounts to go-
img without his corn grits and
lard forever. These serfs dare
not even be seen talking to any-
one who 1s known to be sympa-
thetic to the underdog, for they
would be guilty by association
thusly.

What I am here trying to im-
press upon you is that one must
be very careful here not ever to
let his sympathies come out
onto his slecve. That even gocs
for me now, despite the fact that
I am quite independent so far
as employment 1s concerned. One
who expresses his sympathy
toward the downtrodden may ex-

pect to have his house burned
down over his head.

The winter prowing season
has just started here now.

Everyone is busy, including chil-
dren that should be in school. A
boy was operating a power
mower yesterday, and a man
pointed out to me that unless he
did so labor, his mother and
brothers would not eal.

There is not much difference
here between these agricultural
taborervs and pdonage. Of course,
they are free to leave at any
time, move out of their shacks
and go to another place just
like it. But even there in their

new  location, they will be re-|
quired Lo give evidence that they
never considered themselves as
getting a raw deal at the place
whence they just fled,
Yesterday, I saw a long row
of boxes called houses where
these workers live. The set-up
reminds one of mass production
of fryers for market. Also of
Hardy's description of the con-
ditions in England.
(Name withheld)
Florida

[The writer of the above letter
encloses a clipping from the
Tampa Tribune about the strike
against the International Miner-
als and Chemical Co. This com-
pany has five phosphate mines
and plants in the area, The
strike began in June when 1,200
members of the AFL Chemical

Workers Union demanded an
eight-cent an hour increase and
a new contract which other

chemical companies have accept-
ed. On Aug. 8 the company tried
to reopen its processing plants
with strikebreakers. Although
picketing at the company gates
was peaceful, a “right-to-work"
injunction was granted by a
local judge on the basis of al-
leged violence on roads leading
to the plant. A car containing
newspaper reporters was over-
turned by persons unknown. Al-
though the union pointed to the
advantage the company derived
from this incident, the judge
simply assumed strikers were re-
sponsible and granted the anti-
labor injunction. On Aug. 28 a
dynamite explosion occurred in
the control room of one of the
struck  plants.  Although the
union immediately offered a $1,-
500 reward with no strings at-
tached for solution of the ex-
plosion, the injunction - happy
judge immediately had hauled
before him H. A. Houston, presi-
dent of Chemical Workers Local

35, on contempt charges. — Ed.]

= * *
Changed Her Mind
Editor:

I am a Negro woman and I
have worked hard for very low
wages ever since I was nine
years old. I am now working
for a cleaning service, and I
don't get paid enough to live on,
but T'm giving five dollars to
your paper as an apology for
the way F felt about it during

I couldn’t like or trast The
Militant at that time, becausec 1
was pro-Japanese. I will try to
explain my ideas to you:

I believe that God created all
the races of people in the world,
and that, in His wisdom, He
gave to each of them a home,
He gave Europe to the white
people, Africa to the Negroes,
Asia to the Asians, and the
Americas to the Indians. But
the white people didn't stay in
Europe, where God put them.
No, they went all over the
world and robbed the iIndians
and the Negroes and the Asians,
and made themselves masters of
everything and everybody, even
though the Bible says that power
over the kingdoms of the carth
is a gift from the devil and none
other.

So 1 was disappointed and
even disgusted, because The Mil-
itant did not support Japan in
her efforts to free the people of
Asia, and did not advise the
Negroes to support this strug-
gle, but advised them to unite
with the white workers instead.

Of course I knew that Japan
was capitalist and imperialist,
but [ figured this way: If we
are going to have capitalism and
imperialism, then why should
all the capitalist and imperialist
nations be  white  nations?
Wouldn't it be better for all the
colored peoples, even the Ameri-
can Negroes, if there was ONE
great imperialist power that
WASN'T white? And wouldn't
a Japanesc victory in Asia in-
spire the people of Africa to re-
volt against their white masters?
And wouldn't it inspire the
Negroes in the South to strug-
gle for better conditions?

And wouldn't the people of
Asia be happicr under the Jap-
anese rulers, who wouldn’t ab-
use them because of the colors
of their skins?

I heard people say that the
Japanese rulers had done terrible
things in China, but I didn’t be-
lieve it. I thought it was a lic
of the white imperialists who
wanted to yule China themselves.
I don't have to tell you how I
felt about the fire-bombings and
atom-bombings of the Japanese
cities. You can guess for your-
self!

Then it made my Dblood boil
when the Japanese leaders were
excceuted by the white conquer-
ors; 1 felt that they were con-

the Second World War.

demned to die because they had

Floor

dared to fight against the white
people for the sake of the free-
dom of Asia. Again, I was dis-
gusted with The Militant, for
not protesting these executions.

Then time passed and
taught me the greatest lesson
of my life! The Japanese rulers
and the American rulers began
to work together! At first, I
simply couldn't belicve it! Then
1 had to believe it!

What do we see today? We
sce the Japanese leaders licking
the boots of their white conquer-
ors, helping them to stay in
Asia, and oppress the Asians,
even helping them oppress the
Japanesc people themselves!

The Japanese government asks
the Japanese people to give up
the idea of Asia for the Asians
and to support American air
bases in Japan, even after all
the horrible atomic bombings of
the Japanese pcople by the
whites!

1 also know that the Japanesc
ruling class was not really fight-
ing to frec Asia from the whites,
but simply for what it could get
for itself.

1 also know that the Japancse

ruling class was not really shock-
ed at the atom bombings of

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, or it
could not give its support to the
American ruling class today.

I also know that the Japanese
leaders wish to make a cobalt
bomb, so they also are as cvil
as the white leaders.

So I have learned that you
can't trust a colored ruling class
any more than you can trust a
white ruling class; you can't
trust ruling classes at alll A
dark-skinned capitalist is just as
bad as a white-skinned capitalist;
his motives are the samc; they
are brothers under the skin!

C. J.

Cambridge, Mass.

Detroit Debate

Is the Soviet Union

A Socialist Country?
“Yes,” says Marty Mitehnick
(Review of the Month Formm)
“No,” says George Breitman

(Socialist Workers Party)
Friday, Sept. 23, at 8 . M.

at 3737 Woodward

Steel Workers
In Detroit Told

Fighting

By A Detroit Steelworker

DETROIT, Sept. 1 — David J. McDonald, President
of the CIO United Steelworkers has given another demon-
stration of his “co-trusteeship” program in a surprise trip

here to convince the men at the®-

phony peace program in an effort X

attitude during the last eight
months. He is now more co-
operative with the international
officials and less responsive to
the needs of the workers.

But if the attitude of the rank
and file in the plant where I work
is anything like the feeling at
Great Lakes, then the workers
there will continue to take
initiative in resisting infringe-
ment on their rights.

It will take more than Me-
Donald’s speechmaking to con-
vince steel workers that what's
good for the steel bosses is good
for them.

Anti - McDonald
Candidate Backed
By Lorain Local

The candidacy of Joseph P.
Molony for vice-president of the
Steelworkers Union was ad-
vanced when the 11,500 member-
ship of Local 1104 in Loraine,
Ohio, voted overwhelmingly to
support him. ‘This brings the
largest local in the Steelwork-
ers, and the decisive force in the

Cleveland area, into the antis
McDonald camp.
The faction fight within the

Steelworkers Union  broke out
early in the year when Presi-
dent McDonald proposed Howard
Hague as union vice-president
following the death of James G.
Thimmes. The action was op-
posed by a strong minority of
the Executive Board which
backed Molony and it was de-
cided to have Hague fill in until
a special election would decide
the issue.

The tightly-controllied, from-
the-top-down organization, which
characterized the regime under
Phillip Murray, is now split.
However the contest so far is
simply a struggle for power
with little difference in policy
expressed by either caucus. Mo-
lony has carried on his fiight
under the banuner of declaration
of friendship for McDonald. Mc-
Donald forces on the other hand
have made reference to ‘“disci-
plinary”™ action.

BIG ISSUES BURIED

On the whole the union ranks
have remained apathetic to the
struggle. Very little has heen
said on basic problems facing
the members, such as automa-
tion, speed-up and working con-
ditions. While they have not en-
tered into any vigorous came-
paigns, the rank and file fa-
vors democratic discussion of
differert tendencies as a good
thing for the union.

McDonald’s program of ‘'co-
trusteeship” with the employers
(see article on this page) has
tended to alicnate the more
militant members. Thus far Mo-
lony has had support from his
own New York state district,
the Youngstown District and the
Cleveland District. The special
clection will take place Oct. 25.

How It's Done

The speculators, who built the
2,113-unit  Shirley-Duke Apart-
ments in Alexandria, Va., with
Federal Housing funds, made
profits of almoest $1,800,000, or
$313 for each dollar of “free
enterprise” capital they put up.

Three Specials

By Colvin R. de Silva:
THEIR POLITICS AND
OURS Stalinism and
Trotskyism in Action in
Ceylon, 50 pp., $.25.

By Rosa Luxemburg:
REFORM OR REVOLU-
TION, 75 pp., S$.50.

WHAT IS ECONOMICS?
50 pp. §1.

(A mimeographed transla-
tion of Chapter 1 of Rosa

Luxemburg's “Introduction
to Economies.”)

Order from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.




