
fiasco in Waxer 
Case Exposes 
'Security'  Fraud

By Bob Himmel
DETROIT, Aug. 29 — Since the Army's monumental 

boner in the “ undesirable discharge”  case of Sanford 
Waxer, officials from the Pentagon on down have been
nervously t ry in g  to  duck re ­
spons ib ility  and pass the buck 
elsewhere. Public rid icu le  arous­
ed by the case has weakened the 
e ffe c t o f the whole w itch  hunt 
program  in the eyes o f a g ro w ­
in g  num ber o f people.

AVaxer was separated from  the 
A rm y  in May, 1955. Despite an 
“ exce llen t" A rm y  record, the 
A rm y  tr ied  to g ive him an “ un­
desirab le " discharge because o f 
his “ associations.”

One o f the A rm y ’s main 
charges aga inst W axer was th a t 
be had associated w ith  D r. A l ­
fre d  K e lly , “ a c o n trib u to r to 
and a supporte r of, the Am erican 
Y ou th  fo r  "Democracy,”  an o r­
ganization that, is on thé a t­
to rney General’s “ subversive 
l is t . ”  The fa c t is th a t K e lly , 
who is P rofessor of H is to ry  at 
W ayne U n iv e rs ity , headed a 
com m ittee in 1947 th a t in ves ti­
gated the A Y D  and succeeded 
i’ii hav ing i t  banned fro m  the 
campus.

The conservative D e tro it Free

A ppren tice  seaman N o rton  
P ierre  Gaston ( to p ) chose the 
w rong m other, accord ing,to  the 
Coast Guard, which w ithhe ld  his 
commission a fte r  he graduated 
w ith  honors from  the Coast 
G u a r d  Academy. He was 
charged w ith  having associated 
w ith  his m other, M rs. Jean 
G riscz (bo tto m ), accused of 
having jo ined alleged ly sub­
versive organ izations.

Press pointed out, “ I f  th is  is a 
sample o f the way our m ilita ry  
in te lligence operates, w ha t con­
fidence can we have in  i t  now- 
in  regard to any m a tte r o f na­
tio n a l sa fe ty o r se cu rity? ”

A  hunt is now in progress fo r  
a scapegoat who can be held 
responsible fo r  an “ un fo rtuna te  
e rro r.”  T h is  hasn’t  been easy. 
No one wants to  take responsi­
b i l i ty  o r seems to know' from  
w hat source the change o rig ina ted .

H e n ry  Edens a tto rney  fo r  a 
Senate sub-com m ittee in ves ti­
g a tin g  the Governm ent’s secur­
i t y  program  sought to place the 
blam e on the A rm y . He accused 
the A rm y  o f “ th ro w in g  charges 
around and then ru n n in g  fo r 
cover.”

A rm y  Secretary B rucker. w a n t­
ed no p a rt o f i t  however. “ I am 
no t fa m il ia r  w ith  the case,”  said 
B rucker. “ The charges w'ere 
made before I  was appointed 
secre ta ry.”

W hen Pentagon o ffic ia ls  were 
approached by newsmen, they 
likew ise disclaim ed any kno w l­
edge o f the a ffa ir .  They pointed 
the f in g e r  a t the F if th  A rm y  in 
Chicago who, they said, had 
ju r is d ic tio n  over the case.

No, the responsible person 
wasn’t  there e ither. A ccord ing 
to M a jo r Lane, public in fo rm a ­
tion  o ff ic e r fo r  the F if th  A rm y , 
“ the decision th a t the Professor 
was associated w ith  the w rong  
people wasn’t  made by the
A rm y ; i t  was made by some
other agency.”  A nd anyhow, 
said M a jo r Lane, “ i t  is not up 
to the A rm y  to prove any
charges aga inst K e lly . We only
func tion  under A rm y  regu la tions 
and we do not have the a u th o r i­
ty  to investiga te  people outside 
the A rm y .”

So the hu n t w-ent on. News­
men began a care fu l search fo r  
the “ o ther agency”  th a t had 
supplied the A rm y  w ith  the m is­
in fo rm a tio n  about D r. K e lly .

A l l  the agencies th a t were 
approached, however, em phatic­
a l ly  denied hav ing  had anyth ing 
to do w ith  i t  —  a ll, th a t is, 
except one. The Federal Bureau 
o f Inves tiga tion , the govern­
m ent’s m ost h ig h ly  touted and 
in fa llib le  in ve s tig a to r o f “ sub­
versives,”  alone made no denial. 
When asked they rep lied w ith  
a cha racteris tic  “ no com m ent.”

As the case stands now Dr. 
K e lly  is slated to appear before 
a Senate sub-com m ittee today. 
There is no doubt th a t he w ill 
come out o f the hearing  w ith  
his name fu l ly  cleared and w ith  
an ab ject apology fo r  an “ un­
fo rg ivab le  e rro r.”

But w hat about W axer, who is 
slated fo r  an “ undesirable d is ­
charge”  and stands to lose his 
chance to continue his schooling 
and also his hope fo r  a career? 
And w hat o f the thousands o f 
o ther v ic tim s o f the w itch -hu n t 
smear who are. not qu ite  as 
prom inent as D r. K e lly?

Plans to "Atomicize" 
U.S. Army Revealed

By Shirley Clark
AUG. 31 — Many people throughout the world have 

awaited the work of the United Nations Subcommittee on 
Disarmament w ith the hope that atomic war can at last
be made impossible. However, if® -------------------------------------------------------
wc ignore the p a c if is t fa n fa re  
o f the pa rtic ip an ts  and look a t 
the opening term s o f the nego­
tia tions , we w ill sec th a t the 
U .N . conference is serv ing  qu ite 
d iffe re n t purposes.

On the second day o f the 
m eeting, A ug . 30, H aro ld  Stas- 
sen revealed p a r t o f the propos­
als th a t the U.S. delegation is 
s u b m ittin g  to the conference (the 
fu l l  te x t was kep t secre t). There 
is no th ing  in these proposals 
concerning actual disarm am ent.

Stassen announced in a tone 
o f m agnan im ity  th a t the U.S. 
S tate D epartm ent w:as ready to 
incorpora te  Soviet proposals on 
arm s inspection in to  E isenhow­
e r ’s Geneva demand fo r  an un­
lim ited  aeria l survey o f m il ita ry  
in s ta lla tions . T h a t means the 
U.S. is agreed to the posting  of 
on-the-spot inspection teams at 
key m il ita ry  points.

The basic demand o f the Sov­
ie t Union has been fo r  the com­
plete banning of a ll nuclear wea­
pons. W h ile  the U.S. S tate De­
pa rtm e n t fo rm a lly  accepts th is  
as the fina l objective, i t  has 
used the technical problem s as 
an excuse to block Soviet p ro­
posals.

Stassen’s term s, unaccompa­
nied by suggestions fo r  a t least 
reducing arm am ents or nuclear 
bu ild -ups is ha rd ly  a serious 
concession.

C learly  the C a p ita lis t ru le rs 
o f the U n ited S tates arc pre­
pared to  step back in  th e ir  
prepara tions fo r W orld  AVar I I I .  
T im e is needed in  the hope o f 
consolidating ca p ita lis t positions 
p o lit ic a lly , econom ically, a n d  
m il ita r ily .  B u t there has been 
no fundam ental change. There is 
on ly a change in tim in g .

E ven tua lly  even a measure o f 
d isarm am ent m ay be agreed 
upon. B u t th is  w ill not mean an 
end to the th re a t o f w a r and 
m ilita r is m . A rm ed forces as they 
ex is t today a rc  obsolete in the 
nuclear age. The m ilita r is ts  
m ust step back in order to catch 
up w ith  technological advances.

Accord ing to Joseph Alsop, 
H era ld  T ribune , A ug . 29, the 
J o in t Chiefs o f S ta ff have be­
fo re  them a program  called the 
“ O perations and Plans D iv is ion  
o f the U n ited States Anrny.”  The 
p lan calls fo r  the a tom ic iz ing  
o f the A rm y . I t  involves a com­
plete overhaul o f conventional 
conceptions, techniques a n d 
equipment.

A lsop also reports tha t the 
cost o f th is  trans fo rm a tion  of 
the armed forces is s tag ge ring ­
ly high. “ To atom icize our sev­
enteen under-strength  d ivisions 
is estim ated to cost, no less than 
$2 b illio n  annually  fo r  a period 
o f several years, w ith  a heavy 
m aintenance charge the re a fte r.”
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British Tories 
Want More 
Unemployed

By John While
LO N D O N . Aug. 25— “ So long 

as present circumstances in  the 
labor m arket persist B r ita in  is 
faced e ither w ith  eventual bank­
rup tcy  th rough in fla tio n  o r w ith  
early  bankruptcy th rough  w ide­
spread s trikes .”

The above quotation is from  
the leading a rtic le  in las t week’s 
“ Econom ist” —  tha t staunch de­
fender o f B r it is h  cap ita lism , and 
an in te rna tiona lily -know n p o lit i­
ca lly  and economic jo u rn a l. The 
a rtic le  was headed' “ Wages or 
P ro sp e rity? ”  and discussed the 
g row ing  num ber o f wage de­
mands th a t are being raised by 
B r it is h  trade unions.

The “ Econom ist”  is alarm ed 
at the re la tionsh ip  o f th is  r is in g  
“ to rre n t o f c la im s”  to the un­
stable foundation  o f B r ita in ’s 
in fla t io n a ry  boom which is being 
c u rre n tly  revealed.

The share o f B r it is h  ca p ita l­
ism in w orld  trade is dec lin ing ; 
a continuous rise o f prices a t 
home is g iv in g  advantages to 
her com petitors on the w o rld  
m arke t; and gold and d o lla r re­
serves are steadily weakening.

ROOT C A U S E
The “ Econom ist,”  B ig  B usi­

ness spokesmen, financ ia l ed itors 
o f the da ily  press, and the p ro ­
fessors o f ca p ita lis t economics 
are f irm ly  agreed th a t the root 
cause o f these g ro w in g  economic 
d iff ic u lt ie s  are “ h igh and r is in g  
wages”  and th a t the liv in g  
standards o f the w o rk ing  class 
w ill have to come down.

In th e ir  discussions they are 
un de rlin ing  the correctness o f a 
conclusion which M arx  drew 
many years ago— that an indus­
tr ia l reserve arm y o f unem ploy­
ed, a “ surp lus w o rk ing  popula­
tion ,”  is a v ita l necessity fo r 
cap ita lism . I t  is the “ continued 
excess o f demand o f labor over 
supply,”  they one and a ll de­
clared, which is a basic fac to r 
behind th is  continuous rise in 
wages, ta k in g  place at a tim e 
when labor costs should be cut 
to defeat in fla tio n , meet fierce 
fo re ign  com petition and m ain­
ta in  p ro fits .

Nobody, o f course, opposes 
fu ll-em p loym ent, they piously 
declaim, bu t . . . w ha t we have 
now is o v e r-fu ll or b r im -fu ll 
em ploym ent which means fa r  
too g re a t a ba rga in ing  power is 
possessed by the w o rke r and 
which cu rta ils  the e la s tic ity  o f 
the economy by g iv in g  a w o rk ­
er unw arranted poss ib ilities  of 
re fus ing  jobs.

A f te r  a ll, they continue, we 
have now less than one per cent 
o f the labor force unemployed. 
Lo rd  Beveridge h im se lf •— who 
drew up the plan fo r  post-w ar 
fu ll-em p loym e n t— defined two to 
fo u r  per cent as con s titu tin g  
fu ll-em p loym en t. On that, de fin i­
tion  we can have a m illio n  un­
employed and s t i l l  be en titled  
to ta lk  o f fu ll-em p loym ent.

Complains Professor Paige, 
w r i t in g  in the F inancia l Times 
Annua l Review o f In d u s try : 
” . . .  our main com petitors in 
exp o rt m arkets, inc lud ing  the 
U n ited States and Germany, 
seem to be prepared to accept 
as consistent w ith  fu ll-e m p lo y ­
m ent a considerably h igher un­
em ploym ent ra tio  than exists in 
th is  coun try .”

M O RE JO BLESS N E E D E D
The “ Econom ist,”  d u rin g  the 

past few  weeks has been among 
the fo rem ost cam paigners fo r  an 
increase in  unem ploym ent. U n ­
em ploym ent, i t  believes, would 
aid the governm ent to cut the

(Continued on page 2)

A 5-foot w a ll o f rush ing flood w ate r roared through the 
fac to ry  section o f the in d u s tr ia l c ity  o f Woonsocket, R. I .  when 
three dams collapsed under the rag in g  to rre n t. W orkers in th is 
te x tile  dye ing and fin ish in g  center feared many factories would 
never reopen. [See ed ito ria l page three.)

WORKERS IN CHILE FIGHT 
THE RUNAWAY INFLATION

AUGUST 30 — The working class of Chile is waging 
another tremendous strike battle for economic survival in 
the midst of a raging inflation that has reduced wages
below the subsistence level. The® 
cu rre n t s tr ik e  wave is spear­
headed by governm ent workers, 
who com prise an im p o rtan t sec­
tion  o f the w o rk in g  class in 
Chile as in the o ther economi­
ca lly  underdeveloped countries o f 
South Am erica.

A p p ro x im a te ly  60,000 w orkers 
have s truck in w h a t the reac­
tio n a ry  governm ent o f President 
Carlos Ibanez has called an “ i l ­
lega l”  action and “ seditious 
p lo t.”  The s tr ike rs  are ho ld ing 
f ir m  in  the face o f mass arrests.

TROOPS IN  S A N T IA G O
Thousands o f troops have been 

rushed to Santiago, the cap ita l, 
fo r  use against the s tr ike rs . A r ­
rests o f s tr ik e  leaders have 
s tead ily  mounted. On Aug. 28 
148 s tr ik e  leaders were im p ris ­
oned. I t  is reported tha t another 
46 men and 10 women s trike  
leaders are being g r ille d  by po­
lice behind locked doors. They 
face long prison term s o r ban­
ishm ent to rem ote, disease-rid­
den sections o f the country un­
der Ibanez’s “ law  fo r  defense of 
democracy.”

W hen a rrests  o f leaders fa iled 
to behead the s trikes, the police 
resorted to mass arrests. On 
A ug. 29 police cordoned o f f  
whole blocks in Santiago around 
s tr ik e  meetings and arrested over 
1,000 health and w e lfa re  s trike rs .

The Chilean labo r federation 
(C .U .T .) has called fo r a mo­
b iliza tion  o f its  1,000,000 mem­
bers Sept. '3 to force im m ediate 
release o f a ll s tr ik e  prisoners.

A ll governm ent services are 
paralyzed by the strikes. Those 
out include thhe cou n try ’s tax 
collectors, employes o f the 
T reasury, customs and port, 
w orkers, na tiona l health  service 
workers, social secu rity  system 
w orkers and others. M un ic ipa l 
workers, num bering about 15,- 
000, have served notice on the 
governm ent th a t they w ill s trike  
unless they have been granted 
the necessary cost - o f - living- 
wage increase by A ug . 31.

So fa r  on ly some 5,000 w o rk ­
ers fro m  p riva te  in du s try  —  
bank employes — are on s trike . 
However, 45,000 seamen have

declared they would go out Aug. 
31 unless th e ir  wages were 
boosted.

W IL D  IN F L A T IO N
The s tr ike rs  arc dem anding 

wage increases o f 60 to 100% 
to make up fo r  the disastrous 
drop in the purchasing power of 
th e ir  pay. In f la tio n  has been 
¡funning w ild  in  Chile fo r  sev­
era l years. In  1954 the cost o f 
liv in g  rose 78%. The govern­
m ent cla im s th a t in the f i r s t  six 
m onths o f th is  year i t  has risen 
on ly  37%. A c tu a lly  the purchas­
ing  power o f the Chilean peso 
in the last six months dropped 
84%.

The Ibanez governm ent, which 
is the too l o f the na tive  land- 
owners, cap ita lis ts  and fo re ign  
investors, has tr ie d  to prevent 
w orkers fro m  g e ttin g  wage in ­
creases to  make up fo r  the van ­
ish ing  value o f th e ir  pay.

In  the h a ltle  against in fla tio n - 
s ta rva tio n  the Chilean w o rk ing  
class has engaged in repeated 
m ilita n t battles. S ix ty  thousand 
tra n sp o rt and com m unication 
workers s truck  at the beginning 
o f Ju ly  in the face o f m a rtia l 
law . Previous battles saw (ho  in ­
troduction  of the s it-down s tr ike  
to the country, marches o f miners, 
and student protests against the 
governm ent’s v io la tion  o f demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts .

Tn the Chilean Congress P resi­
dent Ibanez has demanded the 
proclam ation o f a state o f seige, 
which would make him  a m il i ­
ta ry  d ic ta to r fo r  p u ttin g  down 
the s trikes. A  m a jo r ity  o f the 
Congress has protested to the 
Supreme C ourt th a t police w ill 
no t a llow  even them  to ta lk  to 
the arrested s trike rs .

E ve ry  s tr ik e  s trugg le  in the 
in fla tio n -rid de n  coun try  has run 
up against the opposition of 
Ibanez w ith  h is police and m il i­
ta ry  power. Thus rem oval o f 
Ibanez is necessary. T h a t is a 
p o litica l task. Y e t because o f 
S ta lin is t and Social-Dem ocratic 
in fluence over the unions the 
s trikes  have been so fa r  re ­
s tric ted  solely to economic s tru g ­
gles.

Harvester Strike Sets 
High M ark in Solidarity
And Workers’ M ilitancy

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Both Indecent
Vice - President N ixon  was 

correc tly  called “ indecent to 
his fe llow  A m ericans”  by 
Dem ocratic N a tiona l Chairm an 
Paul B u tle r, who cited as 
evidence N ixon ’s s igna tu re  on 
a real estate re s tr ic tive  cove­
nant against. Negroes, Jews 
and Syrians. B u tle r, however, 
has not uttered a peep against 
the racism  o f the Southern 
Dem ocratic P a rty , many o f 
whose leaders not on ly sign 
such covenants but back the 
K u  K lu x  K lan  and the W hite  
C itizens Councils.

NLRB Ruling Hits 
Union in Battle 
Of Miami Beach

The N a tiona l Labor Relations 
Board dealt a blow to the s t r ik ­
ing  hotel workers in  the M iam i 
area on A ug. 26 when it refused 
to hold union representation 
elections. The A F L  H ote l and 
Restaurant W orkers union is in 
the 2flth week o f its  ba ttle  w ith  
the owners o f the M iam i lu xu ry  
hotels who have local in junc tion - 
happy judges and F lo r id a ’s 
“ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  law on th e ir 
side.

The r ig h t- to -w o rk  law  says a 
strike , is legal i f  a m a jo r ity  o f 
the w orkers are fo r  it .  However, 
i t  makes no prov is ion fo r  elec­
tions so a union can prove it  
has a m a jo r ity  o f the workers, 
p n  th is  basis the judges have 
issued in jun c tion s  fo rb id d in g  
p icke ting  a t 15 o f the 16 struck 
hotels.

In  an a ttem pt to ge t out of 
th is  legal tra p , the union asked 
the N L R B  to hold union repre­
sentation elections. G e o r g e  
Meany, A F L  president, and 
o ther top labor leaders urged 
the N L R B  to a ffo rd  the over­
worked, underpaid M ia m i hotel 
workers a chance to show they 
were behind the union. T h ' 
N LR B , however, turned a deaf 
ear to these pleas on the ground 
tha t ho ld ing such an election 
would be con tra ry  to the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  law.

So v ic ious arc the in junctions 
th a t the F lo rida  judges have 
granted to the hotel owners that 
the union is even forb idden to 
advertise or o therw ise publicize 
its  o rgan iz ing  cam paign. So fa r  
the union has defied th is  as a 
v io la tio n  o f its  r ig h t  o f free 
speech. Both A F L  and CIO are 
u rg in g  the public not to vaca­
tion  in M iam i w h ile  the s trike  
is on.

A F L  President George Meany 
charges th a t the Am erican d a ily  
press is no t te ll in g  the s to ry  o f 
the M iam i s tr ik e  because the 
M iam i hotel owners, b ig  adver­
tisers, have threatened to w ith ­
d raw  th e ir  adve rtis ing  from  
papers tha t do.

Meany cited the v io la tion  of 
the  hotel w o rkers ’ c iv il r ig h ts  in 
cases o f mass arrests o f s tr ike rs  
on “ vag rancy”  charges as well 
as the arrest, o f a union o rgan­
izer, who stood across the street 
from  a s truck  hotel, on the 
charge o f “ psychological v io ­
lence.”

New Local Leadership 
Emerges in Upsurge 
Of Rank-and-File Action

By Howard Mayhew
CHICAGO, Aug. 25 — Strength, unity, solidarity and 

militancy, all in a measure greater than ever before, are 
the words that best sum up this strike that involves 40,000
H arveste r w orkers  who downed®--------------------------------------------------------
tools upon the exp ira tion  o f th e ir 
con tract A ug us t 23.

Some 24,000 had a lready w a lk ­
ed o f f  by M onday, A ug . 22, and
some as ea rly  as fo u r  days ahead 
o f the tim e set. The reason fo r  
th is  show o f m ilita n c y  is ex­
plained in statem ents by the 
presidents o f the five Chicago 
H arveste r locals o f the CIO 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers.

T ra c to r W orks, Local 1301. 
P resident P. N epu ty  said: “ The 
w orkers  got tire d  o f speed-up, 
low wages, lousy sen io rity  and 
jum ped the gun. They in tend to 
stay ou t u n til th e ir  p lan t issues 
are settled along w ith  th e ir  na­
tion a l issues.”

M cCorm ick W orks, Local 1308, 
P resident Charles K e lly  said: 
“ F o r two years the M cCorm ick 
W orks have been lis te n in g  to 
the company boast how i t  broke 
ou r s tr ike  in 1952. O ur people 
have endured piece w o rk , price 
cuts a,nd- low  wages fo r  sk illed  
w orkers  fo r  two years. They ju s t 
go t a l i t t le  in  a h u rry  to show 
the com pany th a t th is  is one 
s tr ike , s ta rt in g  today, tha t the 
company w on’t  break.”

M cC orm ick W orks, Tool Room, 
Local 1101, P resident Ed B u la tt: 
“ I ’m not crossing any p icket line 
even i f  it  is a day early. For 
two years H a rves te r has refused 
to pay sk illed  w orkers  w hat 
o ther corpora tions do. As fa r  as1 
the sk illed  w o rkers  in M cCor­
m ick are concerned, the s tr ike  
is on.”

M cCorm ick W orks Office, Lo­
cal 1012, P resident Joe Ranski: 
“ As fa r  as the office workers 
arc concerned, the company is 
t ry in g  to make them  second rate 
citizens in the new contract. 
T he ir answer w ill be to observe 
picket lines and stay out u n til 
they w in .”  O ffic ia ls  o f Local 
1302 and Local 1303, U A W -C IO , 
the two other office and tech­
nical un its  at M cCorm icks, said 
thoy supported R anski’s position.

T ra c to r O ffice, Local 1382, 
President George W alton  said: 
“ T ra c to r office w orkers should 
go along w ith  the shop and 
s tick  together on the picket lines 
u n t il we w in  our demands.”
NO R E T R E A T  IN  ’55

A s one s tr ik e  b u lle tin  put it, 
“ H arvester w orkers are de te r­
mined (hat 1955 w ill not be a year 
o f re tre a t.”  Mass picket lines of 
thousands sprang up the firs t 
day. A t the same tim e, the 
s tr ik e  leaders a lready have un­
der discussion plans fo r financia l 
and food re lie f to be put in to  
effect at a la te r date when and 
i f  needed.

T lie  unprecedented u n ity  and 
s o lid a rity  o f the H a rveste r w o rk ­
ers is the on ly  exp lanation  fo r  
the un ion ’s newfound streng th . 
These in tu rn  were stim ula ted |

by the m erger o f the CIO A uto  
W orkers and the independent 
Farm  E qu ipm ent union which 
was consummated la s t A p r il.  The 
present s trugg le  is the f irs t  
since the m erger. I t  takes place 
w ith  a to ta l absence o f the p re ­
vious Farm  E qu ipm ent leader­
ship who are p lay in g  no leading 
role in the union or in the s trike . 
They are ju s t go ing .along.

The new leadership, risen fro m  
the ranks o f the F arm  E qu ip ­
ment locals and now w e ll in te ­
gra ted in to  the U A W  s truc tu re , 
have won the confidence o f a ll 
sections o f the H a rves te r w o rk ­
ers. I t  is s ign ifican t to note th a t 
w h ile  in o ther unions, such as 
the CTO Packinghouse W orkers, 
h igh ly  sk illed  w orkers are to ­
day show ing restiveness and d i­
vergence from  the union under 
■m apathe tic , do -no th ing po licy, 
in the  present H a rves te r’ s itua ­
tion  the sk illed  w orkers  are 
so lid ly  w ith  the. ranks.

Only the forem en and h ig h e r 
management representatives are 
go ing th rough  the lines. Even 
those w orkers expressly exelud-

(Continued on page 2)

M iners W in R ound

U nited M ine W orkers Pres. 
John L. Lew is n e g o t i a t e d  
biggest round o f 1955 cash in ­
creases fo r  120,000 b itum inous 
coal m iners in N o rth e rn  states. 
They w ill get 82 a day raise 
w ith in  the year —  $1.20 Sept. 1 
and 80c. nex t A p r i l 1. M ost 
Southern, soft coal operators 
fe ll in line  w ith  the agreement.

Many Workers Suffer Despite Record Boom
By Myra Tanner

Are you w ork ing  too hard? Is 
your job du ll and un in te resting?  
A re  you r vacations too short and 
too in frequent?  Is i t  d i f f ic u lt  to 
meet payments, house, clothe and 
educate your ch ildren like  you 
w ant ?

W ell —  you are now liv in g  
under cap ita lism  a t its  best. There 
is no w ar at. the  moment. The 
depression hasn 't h it.y e t. Produc­
tion continues a t a record pace.

B u t i f  you ’re w o rk ing  steadily 
and somehow g e ttin g  ahead .— or 
even g e ttin g  along —  you’re  
be tte r o f f  than m illio ns  o f other 
Am ericans.

Even w ith  “ free en te rp rise ”  at 
its  perk iest, th ings  are p re tty  
m iserable fo r- an a w fu l Ig t c.f 
people. Tn the J u ly -A u g u s t issue 
o f the Economic O utlook, pub­
lished by  the D epartm ent o f

Education and Research o f the 
CIO, is a survey o f the “  d is­
tressed areas”  th a t plague the 
country.

■While general unemployment 
climbed in 1954 to 5% o f the 
c iv ilia n  labor force ou t o f jobs, 
compared w ith  2.1% in May 1953 
Ju ly  o f th is  year s t ill recorded 
3.7% unemployed. Th is figu re , 
however, does not reveal t.he fact 
th a t there are some areas where 
chronic depression is suffered.

'l'hc Departm ent o f Labor 
surveys o f unemployment are in ­
adequate, but in Ju ly . 1955, it 
reported th a t “ subs tan tia l”  unem­
ployment —  at least 6% o f the 
labor force reported id le —  s t ill 
-x is ted  in 31 o f the 149 m ajor 
labo r-m arke t areas. In 12 the 
iobless rate exceeded 9% ; in seven 
i t  was over 12%.

In  addition, unem ploym ent ex­
ceeded 6% in the 101 sm aller

labo r-m arke t areas in which a 
count was made. In  sonic o f these 
he jobless ra te  runs as high as 
>0 %.

These distressed areas, num ber­

ing 132, are located in 32 o f the 
18 srtates. A lm o st h a lf o f them  
are term ed by the Dept, o f Labor 
as areas w ith  a "ch ron ic  labor 
surp lus.”

Economic O utlook sum m a­
rizes the Depart moat's fin d in g s : 
“ Thus, in 67 m a jo r and sm aller 
areas — located in 25 states am ' 
in Puerto Rico —- persistent and 
substantia l unem ploym ent is not 
only chronic and ro intim m ; today 
even in the midst o f unparalle led 
national p ro sp e rity ; bu t in addi­
tion, there is no foreseeable end t 
the depression in these conf 
num ifies .”

Ip Jo>V,nut own, Pa., 20.7% o f the 
labor force has been unemployed 
since 1953. Lawrence. . ) • ! • • > b» 
bad 22-6% unemployed since 1951 
Terre Haute, Ind., is also a chronic 
depression area w ith  1:1.6 %’ un­
employed since 1951. These e 
anydes indicate the extern: o f un- 
emipiloyment and the length o r 
tim e i t  has been to lerated.

The human tragedy th a t goes 
' n>’ d in hand w ith  these areas 
b ligh ted  by depression can be

••a rtia lly  seen through the stony 
of an an to w orker in N ew Jersey 
which came to the a tten tion  o f 
th is  w r ite r . He was born and 
raised in the m in ing  tow n o f 
P o ttsv ille , Penn. F o r many years 
he worked «Lg.Vs and on weekends. 
He built, a home in the town 
where he worked and where h<is 
fa the r had worked before him . 
When he fin ished ids a fte r-h o u r 
bu ild ing , (lie  mine closed and he 
lost his job. He couldn’ t sell the 
house fo r an y th in g  near its  value, 
fo r the town had become a 
''ghos t”  town. Now he is an auto 
w orker and m ust s ta rt from  
scratch.

Yet th is  w o rke r is not one o f 
those who figu res in t.he s ta tis tics  
o f the hundreds o f thousands who 
have not been ab'e. to escape 
depression towns and are t ry in g  
lo survive on inadequate supplies 

(Continued on page 2)

Attempts Suicide After Being Evicted
Tragedy fo llowed the evic­

tion  o f tw o New: Y ork fam ilies  
on Aug. 26 —  one in  B rooklyn , 
the other in (ho Bronx. Mrs. 
Pauline Pappas, 26, m other of 
tiirce , returned home a fte r a 
day o f hunting  fo r an a p a rt­
ment. She found her fu rn itu re  
on the s idewalk guarded by a 
cop. Police la te r found her un­
conscious body in her em pty, 
gas-filled  apartm ent. The c ity  
m arshall evicted them because 
Pappas had fa iled  to pay a 
m onth ’s secu rity  to  the land­

lord. The second tragedy was 
the eviction o f a fa m ily  o f ten 
from  a three room apartm ent 
in t he Bronx fo r v io la tin g  
h o u s i n g  space ordinances. 
Thomas Ryan, the fa ther, 
asked. “ W here can we go? No 
one seems to want to rent to a 
fa m ily  our size. W e’ ll jus t have 
to store our fu rn itu re  and 
break up the fa m ily .”  Require­
ments o f the law were met. 
B ut the problem o f the Ryan 
fa m ily  rem ains.
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The World Race 
For Atom Power

By Robert Chester
It is generally recognized that the International Con­

ference on Peaceful uses of Atomic Energy, recently con­
cluded in Geneva, opened a new era in science. However no
s c ie n tific  achievement is d ivorced®  ~

"G ive 'em Hell" Speeches Stirs 
Democratic Party Faction Fight

fro m  social re la tions, and th is 
conference was no exception. 
Despite the declarations o f good 
w ill a new fo rm  o f in te rna tiona l 
com petition fo r  penetra tion o f 
Europe and the colonial world 
emerged.

The sc ie n tific  benefits o f the 
conference cannot be overestim at­
ed. F o r the f i r s t  tim e, delegates 
from  72 nations con tribu ted to ­
ward fo rm in g  a un ified , in ­
tegra ted body o f knowledge, 
‘speeding advance in  a ll fie lds  of 
researeh and app lica tion  o f m an’s 
la test and m ost potent tool. A 
great section o f the cu rta in  of 
secrecy has been ripped aside, 
g iv in g  a ll countries access to use 
o f the atom.

“ B R E E D E R ” REAC TO R
M a jo r discussions centered on 

the use o-f atom ic energy as a 
source o f power, and comparison 
o f the various types were made 
public. Projected is the new type 
o f “ breeder”  reactor, w h ich p ro ­
duces in process m ore fissionable 
m ate ria l than is consumed. Thus 
an un lim ited  source o f power- can 
become available opening m ag n ifi­
cent v istas o f in du s tria l expansion 
fo r  those countries now starved 
fo r  power.

Lines o f research were sketched 
ou t in  the fo llo w in g : the use o f 
“ fus io n ”  reactors, H-bomb type 
energy releases, as a source o f 
power as w e ll as fo r  vehicles; 
the use o f rad ioactive isotopes fo r  
in d u s try  and m edicine; induced 
m utations to prov ide a whole new 
ga laxy o f usefu l p lan ts; the study 
o f basic p la n t and anim al p roc­
esses; thé study o f human -tissues, 
especially those o f the b ra in ; and 
a host or o ther fie lds o f profound 
in te res t to science.

The Conference was f ir s t  sug­
gested by President E isenhower 
and rap id ly  agreed to  by the 
m a jo r powers. W ith  the con­
clusion o f the Conference a deep 
cu rre n t o f opin ion arose from  a ll 
countries th a t perhaps here was 
the pa th  to  a w orld  o f peace, 
m utua l aid and understanding. An 
exam ination o f the fac t shows 
th a t th is  Ls not the case.

W hat im pelled (he United 
States to change its  previous 
course o f fop secu rity  secrecy to 
one o f fra n k ly  revealing much o f 
its  atom ic know-how? The main 
reason was the d ip lom atic  sw itch  
from  “ cold w a r”  to “ in it ia to rs  of 
peace.”

In  add ition  there were some 
im p e llin g  economic reasons th a t 
induced th is  change. A f te r  in­
vesting b illions o f do lla rs in a 
huge atom ic production p la n t the 
Defense D epartm ent found its e lf 
w ith  a stockpile o f bombs th a t 
could rap id ly  become obsolete. 
Unless new field's could be opened

the vast productive enterprise 
would g rin d  to a h a lt and becoim 
unproductive. T h is  necessitated a 
tu rn  toward peaceful app lica­
tions.

RESEA R C H  RACE
A no ther im p e llin g  m otive was 

the in te rna tiona l race in research 
between the U.S., the Soviet 
Union and G reat B rita in  which 
prevented any easing in the pact 
o f research. In te rn a tio n a l com­
pe tition  also im p lied  'the danger 
tha t o ther countries, in  need of 
atom ic energy, m ig h t tu rn  to the 
Soviet Union or B r ita in  fo r  aid. 
The p o ten tia lit ie s  are so g re a t a 
a fie ld  fo r  economic investment 
and penetraton th a t W a ll Stree 
could not a llow  any com petito r tc 
get there f irs t .

Therefore, when the decision 
was made to in it ita te  a con­
ference, W ashington went in to  it  
w ith  the enthusiasm o f a sideshow 
barker. I t  sent over a huge 
delegation o f experts, complete 
w ith  an atom ic reactor and a cam ­
paign to w in the m arket. The 
B ritish  were even a step ahead 
o f the U.S. They functioned at 
the conference, as one newspaper 
report put it ,  “ like  salesmen w ith  
th e ir order books ready.”

T iie  U.S. sample re-actor was 
sold to the Swiss Government fo 
§180,000 and the m a te ria l, U-23'5 
a t $2o per gram . An agency o: 
the peaceful use o f atom ic energy', 
composed o f W estern European 
countries, the  U.S. and Canada 
was set up outside the auspices 
o f the U n ited  Nations.

A rrangem ents are underway to 
send re-actors and tra in  personnel 
fo r  other p a rtic ip a tin g  countries, 
thus b u ild in g  a “ western b-loc”  of 
atom ic energy users. Once the 
bloc is consolidated the com peti­

t io n  fo r  penetra tion o f the colonial 
countries w ill undoubtedly begin. 
On the o ther hand the Soviet 
Union is p repa ring  to supply 
China and the Eastern European 
states.

TE N S IO N S  R E M A IN
I t  becomes clear tha t the main 

effects o f the Conference or 
“ peace fu l”  uses o f atom ic energy 
are the opening o f a new economic 
w a r which w ill a t a fu tu re  stage 
serve to in te n s ify  a new w ar 
drive.

Thus the Conference, which was 
ballyhooed as a means o f e lim in a t­
ing w orld  tensions, lays the basis 
fo r  in te n s ify in g  -tension. The 
great achievements o f science 
have always been appropria ted by 
the ca p ita lis t class fo r  its  own 
narrow  in terests. A tom ic energy 
is no exception.

SEPTEMBER SELECTION 
B00K-A-M0NTH PLAN

F E R D IN A N D  L A S S A L L E . Rom antic R evo lu tionary. By David Foot­
man. New Haven: Yale U n ive rs ity  Press, 1947, 251 pp., $3.50
(,Sapt. Book-a-M onth price $1 plus 15 cents m a ilin g  charge.)

Ferdinand Lassalle has been a d ifficu lt revolutionary 
figure for socialists of this century to understand. Or more 
precisely, it is hard to understand why he played such an 
im p o rta n t ro le and w hy the Las-® - 
eaille leg-end had so long and 
pow erfu l a g r ip  on the German 
w o rk ing  class.

The development o f revo lu ­
tio n a ry  socialism  has accustomed 
us to leaders o f -the ca libe r o f 
M arx , Engels, Lenin -and T ro tsky , 
men o f g rea t in te lle c t and com­
p le te ly  immersed in the class 
strugg le . Y e t Lassalle led a 
double life . He had a foo t in  both 
camps. O f b rillia n t in te lle c t and 
a b ility , he. never w ro te  o r »poke 
an y th in g  pro found on economics 
o r po litics . He was a t least 
equally in terested in c lim b ing  to 
the top o f B e rlin ’s bourgeois- 
feudal social ladder as he was in 
w o rk ing  class po litics.

B u t humans are complex th ings.
T h is  'S tru tting  peacock and lady- 
kiLler, despite a ll his a ttrac tio n  
to the w orld  o f the rich  ami 
pow erfu l had a s treak of re vo lu ­
tio n a ry  a rdor tha t ran  through 
bis whole life . A com bination o f 
circumstances, inc lud ing  a w ear­
iness w ith  the social success he 
ooveted, the fa c t th a t he was 
able to rem ain in  Germ any a fte r  
the crush ing o f the German revo­
lu tio n  led h im  to  p lay a g rea t 
ro le  in the 1862-1864 aw akening 
o f the German w o rk in g  class to 
independent p o lit ic a l action.

He th rew  h im se lf in to  the 
movement w ith  tremendous ener­
g y  and audacity. H is plans were 
o f the p o lit ic a l gertwrioh-quacl; 
v a rie ty  which led in to  fan ta s tic  
opportunism  and adventurism , in ­
c lud ing  secret dealings w ith  
B ism arck. Then i t  was a ll cut 
sho rt as h is  s to rm y personal li fe  
and its  com plications took p re ­
cedence over bis p o lit ic a l w ork.
H e was k illed  in a duel resu lting

fro m  an unhappy and aborbm  
love a ffa ir .

Lassalle had streaked across 
the p o lit ic a l f irm a m e n t o f Ger­
m any like  a meteor. The news o f 
his sudden, d ram atic  death was 
the sensation o f Europe. As his 
body was b ro ug h t down the Rhine 
such huge crowds came to each 
h a lt in g  place th a t the govern­
ment. became alarm ed and ended 
th is  la s t Rhineland tour.

To Countess H otzfe ld it, who 
was Lassalle ’s life lo n g  companion, 
support and p o litica l rec ru it, 
M arx  —  who had much fr ic t io n , 
personal and p o lit ic a l, w ith  Las- 
salle —• w ro te : “ I know w h a t he 
was fo r  you and w h a t h is loss 
w ill mean. B u t take he a rt over 
th is  —  he died young, in tr ium p h , 
like  A ch illes .”  And la te r: “ B' 
qu ite  a p a rt from  w ha t he did I 
loved him as a man. The trouble 
was th a t we kep t in h id in g  from  
each other, as i f  we were go ing 
to live fo reve r.”

E leven' years la te r Lassalle ’s 
General German W orkers Asso­
c ia tion mei-ged w i^h the M arx is t 
Social-Dem ocratic P a rty . But i t  
was a long tim e  before the nega­
tive  side o f Lassalle’s influence 
fhded from  the movement.

This book is an unusua lly  f ine  
b iography. W ell w ritte n , scru­
pu lously documented, i t  gives a 
balanced trea tm e n t o f Lassalle ’s 
personal character and p o litica l 
character. Especia lly fin e  is the 
ob jective account o f Lassalle ’s 
re la tions  w ith  M arx and Engels. 
The p ic tu re  th a t emerges is a 
tr ib u te  to -the conduct o f these 
tw o  g reat leaders in dealing w ith  
a very t r y in g  persona lity .

By John Thayer
H a rry  S. T rum an  broke (he 

calm o f na tiona l po litics  last 
week w ith  three “ give ’em he ll”  
speeches. A t French L ick, In ­
diana, he declared: “ I t ,  the
E isenhower adm in is tra tion , is 
dominated and contro lled by B ig 
Business —  which i t  a llows to 
plunder our na tu ra l resources. 
I t  has let fa rm  prices fa l l  lower 
and lower. It has done l i t t le  or 
no th ing fo r  labor.”

Those disappointed w ith  the 
record o f the D em ocratic-contro l- 
led Congress, he urged “ not to 
a ttack both parties in d isc rim in ­
a te ly  and cry  ‘A  plague on both 
you r houses’ .”  Instead they 
should ge t out and elect more 
Democrats to make up fo r  those 
Dem ocratic senators and repre­
sentatives “ who s tray  aw ay”  
from  the libe ra l-la bo r program  
on cruc ia l issues.

F A C T IO N  STR U G G LE
T ru m a n ’s a ttacks on the E isen­

hower ad m in is tra tion  are in d i­
rect co n flic t w ith  the “ we co­
operate be tte r w ith  Eisenhower 
than the Republicans”  line  o f 
the Dem ocratic Congress and 
m ark thg re-opening o f a b itte r  
pre-convention fac tio na l s trugg le  
inside the Dem ocratic P arty .

One im p o rta n t section o f the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  does not want 
to cam paign hard aga’ins t E isen­
hower in the 1956 election; in ­
deed, there are indica tions th a t 
i t  w ill drag its  fee t tp insure 
E isenhower’s re-election. Th is is 
the pow erfu l Southern w ing.

The reasons fo r  th is  apparent­
ly  paradoxical desire to lose the 
pres identia l election are not hard 
to  find. When the Dem ocrats 
con tro l Congress but not the 
W hite  House, Southern Demo­
cra ts are in  the saddle. The one- 
pa rty  system o f Southern p o li­
tics gives them the sen io rity  to 
contro l Congress.

I f ,  however, there is a Demo­
crat. in the W h ite  House, the 
pres identia l power overshadows

over, a Dem ocratic president 
would not be a Southerner bu t a 
representative o f the N orthe rn  
Dem ocratic p a r ly , subject to the 
pressure o f the b ig  c ity  machines 
and labor. The economic and

and overrides th e ir  own. More- 
po litica l in te rests o f these forces 
clash w ith  those o f the Southern 
ru lin g  class.

A  Republican adm in is tra tion  
is much closer in its  social o u t­
look to the Southern Democrats. 
Deals can be made w ith  the Re­
publican a d m in is tra tion  fo r  pa­
tronage arrangem ents in the 
South. A l l  in  a ll, Southern Dem ­
ocrats find con tro l o f Congress 
and a Republican president most 
advantageous.

B O O D LE  A N D  P A T R O N A G E
The big  c ity  machines o f the 

N o rth , however, a ren ’t  in na­
tion a l po litics  fo r  th e ir  health or 
fo r  public service. The boodle 
and patronage from  cities and 
states aren ’t  enough to support 
them in the fash ion they desire. 
They want contro l o f the W hite

House and the tremendous fed ­
era l patronage.

S im ila r ly  the labor movement, 
which con tribu tes tremendous 
financia l and vote r support to 
tIre Dem ocratic P a rty  wants a 
Dem ocrat in the W h ite  House, 
hoping thereby to m itig a te  the 
an ti- la bo r character o f the fed­
era l governm ent.

There fore the issue o f the in ­
te rna l s trugg le  in  the Dem ocrat­
ic P a rty  is, and has been, w heth­
er to ligh t E isenhower o r to go 
easy on h im . T h is  ba ttle  was 
fought out im m edia te ly a fte r the 
1954 elections in which the Dem­
ocrats won m a jo ritie s  in the 
House and Senate. I t  ended w ith  
a complete tr ium p h  o f the | 
Southern w ing  and ignom inious 
surrender o f the N orth .

A n  attem pt by A d la i S teven­
son’s man, Paul B u tle r, C h a ir­
man o f (he Dem ocratic N a tiona l 
Com m ittee, to put a l i t t le  figh t 
in to  the Dem ocratic 84th Con­
gress was decisively defeated by 
the Southerners. The power and 
prestige o f the Dem ocratic N a ­
tiona l Com m ittee declined d is­
astrously. A fra id  tha t fu r th e r 
pressure would provoke another 
D ix iecra t or pro • Eisenhower 
s p lit in 1956, Stevensen, h im self, 
went onto the defensive, lapsing 
in to  silence o r unobjectionable 
p la titudes in  hopes o f p laca ting 
the Southern w ing  o f his pa rty .

The Dem ocratic 84th Congress, 
save fo r  such m inor th ings  as 
upping- E isenhower’s m in im um  
wage proposal ten cents and lib ­
e ra liz in g  a housing b ill,  was re ­
m arkable fo r  its  do-noth ing rec­
ord and its  p ro -adm in is tra tion  
line. Dem ocratic senators and 
representatives, out to catch the 
labo r vote, were slapped down 
by the Southern leadership. They 
soon gave up the figh t.

Now, however, the pres identia l 
cam paign is less than a year 
away, and the N o rthe rn  sections 
o f the Dem ocratic P a rty  are 
t ry in g  to in jec t some li fe  in to 
the p a r ty ’s propaganda.

T h is  is w hy Trum an, a rep re ­

sen tative o f the b ig  c ity  m a­
chines and, according to the m is­
representations o f the labor bu­
reaucra ts ‘a g rea t champion o f 
organized labo r,”  has b e e n  
b rough t fo rw a rd  in an attem pt

The Rank-and-File 
Dockers Strike

By James O’Hara

E IS E N H O W E R

to com m it the Dem ocratic cam­
paign to a v igorous campaign 
against Eisenhower.

Prospective Cop 
Insists His Brain 
Is Washed Clean

A lfre d  Aresco bus asked the 
New Y ork  Supreme Court to 
order the New Y o rk  C ity  Police 
D epartm ent to con firm  his ap­
po intm ent to the police force.

Aresco says the cops burned 
him  down becaue his fa th e r had 
signed a Com m unist P a rty  nom i­
na ting  pe tition  fo r  Peter V. 
Cadbione, successful candidate fo r  
the C ity  Council, in  1939.

Aresco was nine years old a t 
the tim e.

H is fa th e r  says he d idn ’t  know 
Cacihione was a Communist candi­
date.

Twin Cities SWP 
Sets Up New Plan
Of Organization

M IN N E A P O L IS , Aug. 21 —  
The T w in  C ities branches o f the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  met here 
today in  a jo in t membership 
m eeting to  consider the w ork  of 
the organ iza tion  d u rin g  the next 
.period. In  a move calculated to 
streng then the p a rty ’s plans fo r 
po litica l cam paigns in 1956 a con­
solidated branch was form ed w ith  
headquarters in  M inneapolis.

The m eeting opened w ith  the 
induction  o f new members. The 
twain re p o rt was given by 
D oro thy Schultz and the organ­
iza tiona l re p o rt was given by 
Fanny G arter.

V incen t R. Dunne, was desig­
nated o rgan izer o f the new Tw in  
C ities branch w hich was form ed 
by the m erg ing  o f the St. Paul 
■and M inneapolis branches. Dunne, 
wtho found i t  necessary to be in 
C a lifo rn ia , w ired the fo llo w in g  
greetings to the m eeting:

“ O ur o rgan iza tion  is designed 
to serve revo lu tiona ry  ends. For 
that purpose we now deploy 
availahle forces the more e ffec­
tiv e ly  to  fu r th e r our program  of 
education and action fo r social­
ism. . . Forw ard  to  the w ork of 
the day, a lways w ith  our eyes 
an fu tu re  trium phs. A  socialist 
America in a socia list w o rld .”

V incent Dunne is na tiona lly  
known as one o f the pioneer lead­
ers o f the socia list movement. In 
the T h irtie s , toge ther w ith  a 
group o f o ther socialists and 
imiK'fcani un ionists, he led the 
famed M inneapolis tru ck  d rive rs  
■strikes which led to the o rgan iza­
tion  o f a pow erfu l union m ove­
m ent in the en tire  area.

DOBBS SENDS G R E E TIN G
F a rre ll Dobbs, who is now N a ­

tion a l Secretary o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , also sent greet­
ings to the m eeting. He expressed 
'the confidence o f the national o r­
gan iza tion  in the w o rk  and 
prospects o f its  M innesota section 
which has w r itte n  so m any 
g lo rious  pages in the h is to ry  o f 
Am erican T ro tsky ism .

Dobbs, also, is one o f the o r ig ­
ina l leaders o f the m il ita n t s trike  
strugg les o f the M inneapolis 
team sters. A f te r  p la y in g  a key 
p a rt in the successful s trikes of 
1934-36, Dobbs broadened his 
w o rk  as a union organ izer and 
led the drive  to unionize the over- 
the-road d rive rs  in an eleven-state 
area.. Under his leadership 250,000 
w orkers  were brought in to  the 
union and defeated the pow erfu l 
t ru c k in g  in terests. Dobbs resigned 
his position in the union in 1939 to 
become Labor Secretary o f the 
SW P and la te r its  N a tiona l Sec­
re ta ry .

The new T w in  -Cities SWP 
branch has mapped ou t a v igo r- 
ou program  o f po litica l a c tiv ity  
aimed a t broadening the base o f 
p a r ty  influence in the period 
ahead.

...Suffering Despite Record Boom
(Continued from  page 1)

o f governm ent surp lus food.
W ith  p ro spe rity  s t ill go ing 

strong, the law s o f com petitive 
c a p ita lis t economy have wreacked 
havoc no less devasta ting  o r costly 
than the recent flood disasters.

In some com m unities fund cam­
paigns have been organized to 
a ttra c t new industries. In  Maue'r 
Chunk, Penn., a “ Nuekle-a-Week 
P lan”  was started in the hope of 
ra is in g  enough money in f ive  
years to a ttra c t new business.

In Lawrence, Mass., the m ayor 
set up a C itizens In d u s tr ia l Com­
m ittee and authorized the use o f 
§50,000 a year to canvas prospec­
tive  industries. L a te r $150,000 
was raised from  public and 
p r iv a te  sources to provide cred it, 
bu ild new p lan ts  and reconvert old 
ones in the hope o f lu r in g  a few 
bosses.

Low e ll, Mass., appropria ted 
$40,000 a year from  tax funds fo r  
the same purpose. W ilkes-B arre , 
Penn., raised $700,000 fo r  its  
“ Operation Jobs.”

B u t these fa lse and fu t ile  
measures have not solved the 
problem. Even i f  the w o rk ing  
class would w ant to subsidize the 
ca p ita lis ts  to keep them in busi­
ness, i t  cannot. The rap id  acceler­
a tion o f the m onopolization o f 
U.S. cap ita lism  w i l l  continue to 
wipe out sm aller business, impel 
runaw ays in  search o f cheaper 
labor power and d rive  liv in g  
standards to ever-low er levels.

What, is the so lu tion proposed 
by the C IO ’s Economic O utlook? 
F irs t,  i t  makes a plea th a t in d if ­
ference to the problem  o f d is­
tressed areas be overcome.

Ind iffe rence  to human s u ffe r­
ing is a te rr ib le  th in g . And the 
Economic O utlook does a good 
job in  b r in g in g  out the facts and 
exposing the cover-up trea tm ent 
o f distressed areas given by the 
ca p ita lis t press such as T im e 
magazine and B a rro n ’s. B ut in ­
d iffe rence to  s u ffe r in g  belongs to 
cap ita lism  like  a stencil belongs 
lo  a sewer. No pleas w ill change 
tha t.

Before the union movement 
came in to  existence, a ll the in ­
d iv idua l w o rker could do when his 
boss though t he was too old to 
w ork —  or not fa s t enough —  or 
not servile enough — was to plead 
w ith  the boss aga inst ind iffe rence 
to the pligh t, o f his fa m ily . When 
labor go t organized, th is  was 
changed. The union established 
sen io rity  rules, protected its  
members. The workers won some 
human d ig n ity  and a measure o f 
security  on the job.

H a v ing  learned no th ing from  
th is  experience —  precise ly be­
cause the union bureaucrats, like  
the company stooges before them, 
support “ free  en te rp rise ”  p o lit ic ­
a lly , they go begging to the capi­
ta lis t  po litic ians  fo r  “ concern”  
fo r  human w e lfa re . A long  th is 
road, no th ing  w ill be gained.

And w hat does the Economic 
O utlook ask? I t  asks fo r  a

“ Federal Com m unity Development 
A u th o r ity ”  w ith  labor representa­
tion to “ investiga te ,”  “ su rvey," 
“ p rom ote ,”  “ research,”  ‘‘re p o rt 
fre q u e n tly ,”  and “ advise.”  And 
f in a lly  to “ a id .”  (W ith  th is  
proposal there w i l l  be no danger 
o f unem ploym ent in Congress.)

Public w orks are proposed. But 
these, Economic O utlook says, 
should not consist o f the produc­
tion o f consumer goods. That 
would in te rfe re  w ith  cap ita lis t 
m arkets and p ro fits . As in the 
depression o f the T h irtie s , public 
works, i f  the CIO gets its  demand, 
w ill be confined to  production o f 
on ly such th ings as w ill not com­
pete w ith  p riva te  business. The 
old W P A  often had to  confine its  
“ p roductive”  a c tiv ity  to d igg ing  
holes and .then f i l l in g  them again 
—  when people needed food, 
c lo th ing  and many o ther th ings.

The Economic O utlook —  a 
labor publication —  also proposes 
tha t governm ent loans and tax  
concessions be made to the bosses 
to induce them to make th e ir 
p ro fits  in distressed areas. For 
bonanzas to business, the govern­
ment hasn’t  needed the u rg in g  of 
labor in the past.

W ith  a lm ost a note o f reg re t 
tha t the w a r danger has tem ­
p o ra r ily  subsided, these oap ita lis f-

I minded labor o ff ic ia ls  urge tha t 
I “production  in governm ent-owned 
fa c ilit ie s  in theste areas . . . should 
be mainltaimed at. the h ighest 
possible level consistent w ith  
defense requirem ents.”

I t  doesn’t  even occur to them 
to suggest th a t the governm ent 
undertake to  produce w h a t peo­
ple need fo r  peace. That would 
be socialism. The c a p ita lis t gov­
ernm ent enters the sanctified 
realm  o f in du s try  on ly fo r  war.

The re p o rt o f the Economic 
O utlook concludes under the head 
“ Management M ust Lead.”  I t  
pleads: “ .Surely Am erican busi­
ness —  w hether la rge or. sm all — 
can no longer be allowed to ignore 
its  com m unity resp o n s ib ility .”

Bow ing to the g re a t god of 
“ fre e  en terprise”  the lo rds of 
labor abdicate. They yie ld  the 
respons ib ility  —  hu t not th e ir  
p riv ileged  position a t the head of 
the labor movement.

As long as the labor movement 
c lings to the notion th a t c a p ita l­
ism is the “ best o f a ll possible 
w orlds" so long w ill the vain 
pleas p reva il. To solve the 
problems o f distressed areas, and 
to keep the whole country from  
becoming distressed, labor must 
take the lead —  and cap ita lism  
must go.

. . .  The Harvester Strike
(Continued fro m  page 1)

ed by the previous con tract fro m  
union representation, such as 
engineers, dra ftsm en, la bo ra to ry  
w orkers, etc., are m ak ing  over­
tures to dem onstrate th e ir  sym ­
pa thy  w ith  the s trike . One s tr ik e  
b u lle tin  sa id : “ Orchids to a ll
the people in the non-barga in ing  
un its  who respected our p icket 
lines.”

W h ile  17,000 o f the 40,000 
s tr ike rs  are centered in Chicago, 
the power p f the s trugg le  reach­
es coast to coast. P lants in  Can­
ton, and Rock F a lls , I llin o is , and 
Mem phis, Tennessee, a m o n g  
others plagued w ith  unsettled 
grievances, also s truck before 
the con tract expired.

F o r the f irs t tim e  in h is to ry , 
the H arvester P arts  Depots d is­
tr ibu te d  th roughout the country 
as fa r  west as C a lifo rn ia  were 
closed down by picket con tin ­
gents, thereby p u ttin g  a crim p  in 
the corpora tion ’s im m edia te in ­
come.

The un ion ’s position is fu r th e r  
strengthened, according to local 
1301 President Neputy, “ by the 
fa c t th a t ou r union has already 
won sa tis fa c to ry  settlem ents 
from  H a rves te r’s p rinc ip le  com­
pe tito rs  such as Deere, GM, C at­
e rp illa r, and Ford.

H a rveste r w o rke rs ’ s tr ike  de­
mands are w e ll based. The w o rk ­
ers have much catch ing up to 
do. The LTAW “ package”  won in 
Ford and GM m ust be exceeded 
i f  H a rves te r w orkers  are to keep 
abreast o f na tiona l standards.

This is tru e  fo r  both the skilled 
and production classifications.

The union is dem anding the 
e lim ina tion  o f the five cents per 
hour area d iffe re n tia l in  ou tly in g  
and Southern plants. There is 
also the fo u r cents per hour 
th a t the company has been ow­
ing since 1953, as a union bu l­
le tin  says, “ under H a rves te r’s 
phony conversion o f the cost o f 
l iv in g  index.”

The union also demands: A 
Guaranteed Annua l W age w ith ­
out company “ g im m icks”  and to 
include 2200 o ffice  w orkers. The 
com pany’s present wage o ffe r  
should be re troac tive  fro m  1953 
because w ha t they are now o f­
fe r in g  was in fa c t due then. On 
Health and S ecu rity : A  52 week 
coverage instead o f the proposed 
26 week o ffe r. Ten cents more per 
hour than the com pany’s o ffe r  
on sk illed  trades. On Pensions: 
F irs t re tu rn  to the workers 
what the company owes them on 
the old plan. Then provide a 
new plan free  fro m  lim it in g  
qualifications.

The company po licy has been 
to  “ s im p lify ”  the production 
process, “ by b u ild in g  the w o rk ­
ers’ s k ill in to  the machines,”  re ­
p lac ing  w orkers w ith  machines, 
and a t the same tim e speeding 
up production and reducing the 
labo r force.

The v ic to ry  o f the present 
s tr ike  w ill be an im p o rta n t step 
tow ard g iv in g  the w orkers the 
collective s treng th  to come to 
g rips  w ith  these fundam ental 
problems.

The west side piers of Manhattan where all the big 
passenger ships dock went quiet last week and stayed that 
way for three days. The only noise you heard was the
spu tte ring« o f the ship owners,®--------------------------------------------------------
the newspapers and a ra f t  o f 
bought and paid fo r  Dem ocratic 
and Republican po litic ians.

The dockers on the west side, 
on the ir own, decided to s trike  
a blow aga ins t the W a te rfro n t 
Commission. The im m ediate oc­
casion was the action o f the 
Commission to je rk  the w ork 
p e rm it o f a longshorem an w ith  
a prison record. That did it. The 
p ie r on which he worked closed 
down and rov ing  squads toured 
the o ther b ig  piers and closed 
them  down. The dockers e ither 
went home o r d r ifte d  in to  the 
local taverns to ta lk  over ivhat 
was ta k in g  place.

T h a t’s about the shape o f a 
typ ica l w a te rfro n t so-called w ild ­
cat s trike . The new leadership 
o f the I L A  headed by Captain 
W illia m  B rad ley could on ly  b ring  
the men back to w ork three days 

I la te r by p rom is ing  tha t the 
leadership would call an o ffic ia l 
s tr ik e  in tw o weeks. “ Give us a 
chance boys and i f  we don’t  suc­
ceed we prom ise th a t we’ll  be 
down here leading you in two 
weeks.”  T h a t was the p itch  tha t 
f in a lly  sent the  men very  re ­
lu c ta n tly  back to w ork.

Several weeks ago th is  leader­
ship had announced tha t i t  was 
go ing in to  po litics  lo  defeat th is 
m onstrous ins trum en t called by 
the dockers, “ The Commission 
Police State.”  They stated as 
th e ir considered po licy tha t the 
votes o f the dockers and th e ir 
fam ilies  would on ly go to those 
po litic ians who were against the 
Commission.

Since so many o f the dockers 
are o f Ir is h  and Ita lia n  ■ ex trac ­
tion , they exe rt a lo t o f pressure 
on the ’ local ward heelers of 
the New Y o rk  C ity  Dem ocratic 
machine. F o r th is  reason there 
was some fancy fo o tw o rk  over 
the past couple weeks by the 
state Dem ocratic a d m in is tra tion  
on the w a te rfro n t issue.

The G overnor’s s ta f f  made 
noises in A lbany th a t sounded 
like  a concession to the dockers.
A  legal adviso r to Governor 
I la r r im a n , Daniel Gutm an, came 
tip w ith  a new plan fo r  a jo in t 
com m ittee o f union, management 
pnd state to go over the problem  
o f the W a te rfro n t Commission.
The p lan was ta lked up as a 
proposal fo r  a “ b u ffe r  g roup”  
to soften the e ffects o f the Com­
m ission’s ru lings .

Several o ther p o litica l hope­
fu ls  showed sym pathy fo r  the 
dock w orkers, bu t the en tire  
show fa iled  to make much im ­
pression on the w a te rfro n t. In 
the m idst o f a ll th is  ta lk  and 
m aneuvering t h e  W a te rfro n t 
Commission screened ou t the

longshorem en who had once 
served tim e, and the explosion 
was trigge red .

The im pressive ly  m il ita n t dem­
onstra tion  o f the longshoremen 
drew fire  from  the da ily  boss 
newspapers. They a ll screamed 
about the dock w orkers ’ defiance 
o f the W a te rfro n t Commission.

The New Y ork  Tim es, o f 
course, gave the,c lass line o f the 
bosses most c learly . I t  took tim e 
out from  adv is ing  the S tate De­
pa rtm en t and various fo re ign  
governm ents and ran as its  lead 
ed ito ria l A ug . 26 a leng thy 
w a rn in g  en titled  “ A narchy on 
the Docks.”

“ No governm ent,”  said the 
T im es, “ can subm it to lawless 
d ic ta tion  by force o f any k ind, 
inc lud ing  economic pressure.”

In  a d iffe re n t period the T im es 
W'ould have called fo r  in f l ic t in g  
a bloody defeat On the workers 
to teach the "a na rch is ts ”  a les­
son. As i t  was, however, the 
ed ito ria l m ere ly  warned a ll con­
cerned from  the state cap ito l, 
the shipowners to the union 
leadership th a t the action o f the 
rank and file  cannot be to le ra ted 
o r encouraged.

G overnor H a rrim an  qu ick ly  
fo llow ed up by re p ud ia tin g  the 
G utm an Plan and announcing 
his support o f the W a te rfro n t 
Commission. Th is G overnor is so 
J>usy an g lin g  fo r  the Dem ocratic 
pres identia l nom ination n e x t  
yea r th a t he has to th ro w  the 
usual cautious tem po riz in g  w ith  
an im p o rta n t labo r issue over­
board.

D E A D LO C K
A v ir tu a l impasse has now de­

veloped on th is  issue. The ranks 
o f the IL A  are determ ined th a t 
the Commission has go t to go. 
They have the lesson o f many 
years f ig h t on the docks to rec­
ognize th e ir  power and they are 
w illin g  and prepared to use th a t 
power to  achieve th e ir  end.

On the other hand the ca p ita l­
is t class is un ited in th e ir  de ter­
m ina tion  tha t a labo r dem onstra­
tion  o f the k ind  pu t on last week 
shall not w in  any concession.

In  between is the o ff ic ia l 
leadership ru n n in g  back and. 
fo r th  fro m  the union ranks to 
the S tate C ap ito l —  a fra id  to 
threaten the ranks fo r  th e ir  
“ w ild c a t- ac tion ”  which they 
cla im  broke the pledge in the 
con tract, and a fra id  o f the anger 
o f the Governor and the others 
concerned. B u t because o f the 
action o f the ranks they enter 
every ne go tia ting  room w ith  
rea l power.

... WAGES BRITAIN
(Continued fro m  page 1)

purchasing power o f the w o rk ­
ers and help in  low ering  labor 
costs.

“  . . . free co llective ba rga in ­
ing  in a state o f b r im - fu ll em­
p loym ent leads to a steady and 
rap id  rise  in labor cost . . .  I t  
is th is  state o f a ffa irs  . . . tha t 
is underm in ing the pound.”  So i t  
concluded in an a rtic le  on Ju ly  
30.

I t  demanded a “ sound long 
term  po licy ”  from  the Tory 
Governm ent. Am ong its  suggest­
ed measures fo r  p lacing the 
cris is  on the backs of the w o rk ­
in g  class— which included a cut 
in house bu ild ing  to lower pub­
lic  expenditu re , and a rise in  
rents to  low er the w o rk ing  class 
demand fo r  houses —  was the 
plea th a t the governm ent should 
•be “ less scared o f a very l i t t le  
( ! )  tem porary  ( ! )  unem ploy­
m ent.”

A s union a fte r  union decides 
to go fo rw a rd  fo r  increased 
wages, unerpploym ent is in ­
creasing ly  advocated as a ba r­
r ie r  to m ilita n cy  and the wages 
movement. The c a p ita lis t eco­
nomic jo u rn a lis ts  are more in ­
s is ten tly  dem anding th a t the 
T o ry  Governm ent “ make more 
w orkers availab le  by e lim in a t­
in g  some ex is ting  jobs” — to use 
the phrase by wh ich las t Sun­
day’s “ O bserver”  poe tica lly  - des­
cribed the proposition , to  reduce 
a la rge section o f B r ita in ’s 
w orkers  to the p ittance o f un­
em ploym ent benefit.

I t  seems certa in  th a t the T ory  
Chancellor o f the Exchequer 
wHl in troduce the A u tum n Bud­
get o f the character th a t his 
financia l adviser's and ca p ita lis t 
economists in general are press­
in g  fo r. B y fu r th e r  c red it re ­
s tric tions , a s lash ing o f public 
expenditu re and o ther measures 
he w il l  then a ttem p t to develop 
a “ Beveridge level”  o f “ fu ll-  
em ploym ent”  and a cu t in  the 
consum ption o f the masses to 
prevent a wholesale slum p in 
exports.

W O R KER S F E E L  STRONG
However, there is a fa c to r in 

the s itua tion  which is a m a jo r

obstacle to the T o ry  G overn­
ment and the ru lin g  class w h ich ­
ever w ay they tu rn . The Eco­
nom ist”  its e lf  touched upon th a t 
fa c to r in its  lead ing a rtic le  of 
last week when i t  declared: “ The 
bases o f th is  year’s (wage) 
cla im s are fee lings and confi­
dence and power.”

T ha t sentence co rrec tly  des­
cribed the fee lings o f the ran k  
and file  B r it is h  trade un ionists. 
F o r these w o rk in g  men and 
women have no t experienced a 
serious defeat fo r  m any years. 
They are in no w-ay dem oralized. 
On the co n tra ry ! They are de­
ve lop ing a g ro w in g  m ilita n c y  
and offensive s p ir it .  The f irs lt  be­
g inn ings o f unem ploym ent, un­
leashing a ll the stored-up b it te r  
memories o f p re -w a r depression, 
can on ly he ighten th a t s p ir it.

The state o f consciousness of 
the B r it is h  w o rk ing  class makes 
inev itab le  the widespread s tru g ­
gles w h ich the “ Econom ist”  
would seek to avoid by a lte r in g  
the “ present circum stances in 
the labor m arke t.”
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W hat Reuther Left Unsaid
In a take-off on Defense Secretary W il­

son’s famous adage — what’s good for 
General Motors is good for America — 
CIO President Walter Reuther in his 
Labor Day statement said, “ what is good 
fo r America is good for labor.”

Reuther is righ t as far as he goes. The 
overwhelming m ajority of the people of 
the United States are wage workers — not 
profitmakers.

But Reuther avoided an obvious point: 
Wilsion spoke as a high official in the U.S. 
government. His class point of view is the 
one that determines government policies. 
Wage workers constitute the m ajority of 
the American people but Big Business 
representatives like Wilson are the ones 
who run the government.

Examine the record of the Eisenhower 
administration — in the main backed by 
the Democratic Congress — and you will 
see, not what is good for labor, or the 
U.S., but what is good for General Motors.

The tax policies gave a big boost to 
corporate profits. .The “ defense”  contracts 
in  the bulk went to Big Business. The 
Ta ft Hartley Act, the witch-hunt legisla­
tion — these have tied up the resources of 
the labor movement in litigations, slowed 
the capacity of labor to defend itself, and 
weakened and intimidated labor’s ranks.

Take the foreign policy of the admin­
istration, supported by Democrats and 
Republicans. The corporations have a lot 
of capital tied up in Europe and in the

colonial world. U.S. foreign policy is 
prim arily concerned w ith making these 
profits safe — and extending the area of 
capitalist investment.

Considerable m ilita ry  aid has been 
handed out to help save the French im­
perialist empire. Millions have gone to 
bolster Franco’s fascist dictatorship in 
Spain. Millions more are thrown to the 
Chinese tyrant, Chiang Kai-shek.

A ll this is just great for General Motors 
and the other corporation giants.

The merger of the CIO and A FL this 
fall w ill give the labor movement a com­
bined membership of over 15 million. This 
organization w ill be the only one in 
America that can speak effectively for 
over 60 million wage earners and their 
families.

Yet Reuther and the rest of the top labor 
brass would use this great power as a 
prop for the Democratic Party — to 
bolster up a political machine that is torn 
between Southern racists, c ity machine 
bosses and a sprinkling of liberals — a 
party that is itself so tied up w ith Big 
Business that it  can’t  even find a program 
worth fighting with the Republicans 
about.

For America’s good to be labor’s good, 
labor has to enter politics, not as the 
servile adjunct of the Democratic Party, 
but as an independent force organized into 
a great Labor Party.

When the Moroccans Speak o f 'Those'

Bloodshed at Oued Zem
Fox Movietone News this week shows 

French imperialist savagery in action 
against the Moroccan people. “ Shoot firs t, 
ask questions later”  is the command given 
to the French troops.

In the newsreel we see: (1) A Moroccan 
walking- away from a French patrol. He 
is shot in the back. (2) French soldiers 
shooting bedouins emerging hands raised 
from a tent. (3) French soldiers shooting 
wounded fallen Moroccans in the head.

In these depredations against a colonial 
people fighting for its freedom the arms 
come from the U.S. government.

The shooting is done by the dehumanized 
professional killers that make up the 
French Foreign Legion. Many of them 
belonged to the Nazi Schütz Staffel, 
H itle r’s elite killer corps.

The Fox-Movietone commentator in­
timates that French atrocities are.legitl- 
tnate retaliation for what happened in the 
village of Oued Zem, two weeks ago. There

Berber tribesmen came down from the 
hills and killed French residents. The For­
eign Legion then proceeded to slaughter 
the Arabs, as they have done without 
pretext in many other villages and cities.

What a disgusting outcry the capi­
talist press has raised about the Berber 
“ atrocity.”  How they use it  to cover 
French imperialist crimes made possible 
by U.S. armed a id ! What they want us to 
forget is that Arabs righ tfu lly  own 
Morocco and the French are invaders and 
oppressors.

There is a world of difference between 
the violence of a brutally exploited peo­
ple — subjected for decades to torture and 
executions but now figh ting  for its free­
dom —  and the violence of its tormentors.

Do the gentlemen of the capitalist press 
wish to tell us that the deeds of John 
Brown and the valiant band that fought 
against slavery under his leadership count 
the same as the lynch terror of the KKK?

Floods Can Be Controlled

By George Lavan
H a lf  o f Morocco has been put 

o f f  lim its  to  the 20,000 U.S. A ir  
Force personnel sta tioned there 
and to th e ir  fam ilies .

In  expectation o f fu r th e r  f ig h t­
in g  in  the independence-seeking 
colony, A ir  Force M a jo r Gen­
eral G lan tzberg  ordered A m e ri­
cans to stay o f f  the beaches and 
not to tra ve l on tra in s , etc., at 
n igh t. A t  the same tim e plans 
were speeded up to move as 
m any as possible o f the 7,000 
wives and ch ildren o f U.S. a ir ­
men out o f Moroccan towns and 
cities in to  the huge heavily  
guarded U.S. a ir  bases scattered 
th roughou t the country .

NO A N T I-A M E R IC A N IS M ?
Gen. G lan tzberg  in  his o ff-  

lim its  order said, “ we are in  no 
danger”  and the re ,-is  no “ a n ti- 
A m erican ism .”  However, ju s t 
the opposite is true. The danger 
is not on ly to the GTs and th e ir 
fam ilies , bu t there is danger 
tha t a real o r fram ed-up attack 
on Am erican personnel m ig h t be 
the excuse fo r  U.S. e n try  in to  
the c iv il w a r in  N o rth  A fr ic a . 
Needless to say, such an in te r­
vention by the W a ll S treet- 
dom inated governm ent would be 
on the side o f French im p e ria l­
ism.

M oreover, there is a n ti-A m e ri­
canism in N o rth  A fr ic a  and i t  is 
g row ing  by leaps and bounds. 
T im e was when Moroccans, i f  
'they had any a ttitu d e  on the 
subject, were fr ie n d ly  to A m e ri­
cans. They knew  the U.S., too, 
had once been a colony, o r 13 
o f them, and had won its  in ­
dependence in a revo lu tion . They 
assumed Am ericans would the re ­
fo re  be sym pathetic to another 
coun try  s tru g g lin g  fo r  indepen­
dence.

This naive be lie f has been 
com plete ly shattered by the open 
role o f U.S. im peria lism  since 
W orld  W ar I I  as the financier 
and a rm s-supp lie r against a ll 
colonial s trugg les fo r  indepen­
dence. I f  the U.S. ro le in  Indo­
nesia, Indo-China and Korea 
weren’ t enough, the Moroccans 
have since learned f irs t  hand.

W A R  BASES
They know  th a t the U.S., 

along w ith  o ther powers signed 
a solemn agreem ent in 1906 
guarantee ing Moroccan indepen­
dence and the sovere ignty o f the 
Sultan. They know  the U.;S. ig ­
nored its  pledge when the French 
marched in to  the coun try  and 
took i t  over as a “ p ro tectora te .”

T hey  know  th a t o f f ic ia lly  the

U.S. s t i l l  recognizes the Sultan 
as ru le r  o f Morocco. There is an 
ambassador fro m  Morocco in 
W ashington. Yet when the big 
air-base deal was made, the 
U.S. made i t  w ith  France, the 
Sultan o r Moroccan people 
weren’t  even in fo rm ed tha t th e ir 
coun try ’s land was being given 
to a fo re ign  power fo r  w a r 
bases.

When the French deposed the 
¡pro-nationa list Sultan ben Yous- 
sef, U.S. o ff ic ia ls  in Morocco 
openly sided w ith  the French. 
They know  th a t U.S. cap ita l is 
com ing in to  Morocco and ex­
p lo it in g  the people a t the same 
s lave-labor rates and conditions 
as French cap ita l. They know 
tha t U.S. cap ita l like  the U.S. 
A ir  Force and N avy, use the 
same hated double-scale o f 
wages? (h igh  fo r  the French, low 
fo r  Moroccans) in th e ir  h ir in g . 
M oreover the rac ia l d isc rim in a ­
tion  enforced by the French 
“  pro tectors ”  is im m edia te ly 
adopted by the Am ericans.

Sm all wonder an ti-A m e rica n ­
ism is grow ing . T ha t it hasn’t 
bu rs t ou t in bloodshed is in 
la rge p a rt due to the constant 
u rg ings o f the Is tiq la l leaders. 
They keep te llin g  Moroeccan in ­
dependence figh te rs  no t to “ open 
a second fro n t.”  T ha t is to say, 
the French are enough fo r  the 
present f ig h t, w hy  a ttack  a sec­
ond enemy before the f irs t  is 
beaten?

I t  is a tes tim ony to the dis­
c ip line  and p ra c tic a lity  o f the 
Moroccan na tiona lis ts  so fa r  
th a t they have re fra ined  from  
attacks on UiS. personnel. Y et 
as long as U.S. troops rem ain, 
popu lar ha tred m ay bu rs t the 
Is tiq la l bonds

O r (he French residents, who 
have pow erfu l secret o rgan iza­
tions, may decide to  invo lve the 
U.S. arm y on th e ir  side. F o r 
th is  purpose they are capable o f 
o rgan iz ing  attacks upon A m e ri­
cans, and b lam ing i t  on M oroc­
can nationa lis ts .

A N O T H E R  IN D O -C H IN A
Morocco m ay soon be another 

Indo-China. As long as A m e ri­
can troops are there, grave danger 
exists th a t U.S. personnel w ill 
be a ttacked—by one side o r the 
other. The Pentagon m ilita r is ts  
and the U.S. B ig  Business press 
would thus have a t hand the 
excuse to involve th is  country 
in the w a r to prevent Morocco 
from  w in n in g  independence.

Is tiq la l sources g ive a graph ic 
p ic tu re  o f the popu lar a ttitu d e  
tow ards the Am ericans. M oroc­

can w orkers and peasants ta lk  
about them w ith o u t nam ing 
them , since everyone knows who 
is m eant. Conversations run 
thus: “ I f  i t  weren’t  fo r  those 
we’d be free  by now.”  “ Those 
supply the French w ith  the do l­
la rs, bu lle ts , guns and every­
th in g  to f ig h t us.”  “ The French 
could never las t so long w ith ­
out those,”  etc., etc.

N a tio n a lis t descriptions o f the 
w o rld  outlook o f the Moroccan 
people also show tha t they have 
keenly fo llow ed o ther colonial 
s trugg les. Ho Chi M in li is a 
g re a t hero w ith  the Moroccan 
masses because he defeated the 
French m ilita r is ts  despite a ll 
the money and arm s tha t those 
supplied. S im ila r ly  there  is 
popu lar enthusiasm  fo r  China, 
and to a lesser degree fo r  the 
Soviet U n ion. N o t because o f 
“ Com m unism ”  in those countries 
b u t because o f th e ir  opposition 
to the im p e ria lis t powers.

A T T IT U D E  TO  S T A L IN IS T S
Despite th is  the S ta lin is ts  

have no in fluence in the M oroc­
can strugg le . Th is is because 
S ta lin ism  is iden tified w ith  the  
pow erfu l F rench Com m unist 
P a rty  and its  record on the 
N o rth  A fr ic a n  independence 
s trugg les has no t been clean. As 
pa rt o f the im m ediate post-w ar 
cabinets the French S ta lin is ts  
were ind is tingu ishab le  f r o m  
French im p e ria lis ts  o f the l ib ­
era l s tripe . Even today they are 
fo r  mere “ re fo rm s”  ra th e r than 
rea l independence fo r  the col­
onies.

M oreover, the CGT— the b ig ­
gest F rench trade union— which 
is S ta lin is t dom inated, exists in 
Morocco. B u t i t  is  p ra c tica lly  a 
J im  Crow union. O nly a t in y  
num ber o f Moroccans may be­
long to it .  I t  is  p r im a r ily  a 
union fo r  the French in Morocco. 
W h ile  th is  was based on French 
law  in Morocco— unions are not 
fo r  Moroccans —  the CGT made 
no real f ig h t to  organize M oroc­
can workers despite the law. 
When, however, the Moroccans 
organized th e ir  own under­
ground union— the U M T — which 
is open to both Moroccan and 
French w orkers the S ta lin is t- 
led CGT b itte r ly  opposed it .

D u rin g  the recent events p ro ­
tests aga inst the U.S. ro le as 
paym aster and quarte rm aste r 
fo r  French troops in N o rth  
A fr ic a  have been com ing from  
A ra b -A s ia n -A fr ic a n  n a t i o n s .  
P rim e M in is te r Nasser o f E g y p t 
personally protested to the U.S. 
ambassador aga inst em ploym ent

The State-Department "Socialists 
Find Third Camp in Indo-China

o f U.S. financed and equipped 
N A T O  troops “ aga inst defense­
less people dem anding indepen­
dence and the r ig h t  to  live .”  In 
Pakistan there were mass dem­
onstra tions.

In  W ashington a pro test of 
e igh t A ra b  nations was taken 
to the State D epartm ent by the 
S yrian  ambassador. In the 
U n ited  N ations 17 nations urged 
condemnation o f the French te r­
ro r  in A lg e ria  and Morocco. 
P reviously  the U.S. has blocked 
U N  condemnation o f French 
ty ra n n y  in N o rth  A fr ic a . Now 
there are ind ica tions the State 
D epartm ent m ay t r y  to disclaim  
respons ib ility .

Last week if was revealed 
tha t even CIO  President W a lte r 
Reuther bad protested in  the 
name o f Am erican la bo r the 
Pentagon’s g if t  o f he licopters to 
the French in  A lg e ria  “ fo r  the 
express purpose o f he lp ing  to 
hunt, to  capture o r to k i l l  A l ­
gerian rebels.”

The Pentagon rep lied lam ely 
th a t the he licopters weren’t  
given bu t on ly “ le n t.”  M oreover 
it  had French assurances th a t 
they would be used on ly  fo r  
“ hu m an ita ria n ”  purposes. I t  is 
a w e ll-know n fa c t th a t helicop­
ters are inva luab le to modern 
arm ies in p u ttin g  down g u e rr illa  
up ris ings.

F u rthe rm o re  the Defense De­

pa rtm e n t revealed th a t i t  had 
pressured the S iko rsky Company 
in th is  coun try  to rush th rou gh  
a French o rder fo r  he licopters. 
Since they s t i l l  couldn’t  be go t 
qu ick ly  enough, the Pentagon 
decided to “ lend”  the machines.

A n  in te res tin g  s id e ligh t is the 
cu rre n t p leading o f the H a itia n  
Red Cross to get at least one 
he licopter to  drop food and 
medical supplies to rem ote 
m ountain v illages where s ta rva ­
tion  and disease are ra g in g  in 
the wake o f the damage done by 
H urricane  Hazel. A n  estim ated 
40,000 to 70,000 men, women 
and ch ild ren in  H a it i are s ta rv ­
ing o r sick. Y e t W ashington, 
which acted w ith  such a la c rity  
fo r  the French colon ia l ru lers, 
seems hard o f hearing  to  these 
cries a t its  very  doorstep.

A  New Y o rk  T im es e d ito r ia l 
o f A ug . 29 on H a it i lam ents: 
“ ¡Surely a he licopter can be 
freed  to he lp the doctors in  
th e ir  p lucky  w o rk . Sure ly we 
can act w ith  more generosity  
and im ag ina tion  tow ard  even 
th is  t in ie s t o f ou r fr ien ds  and 
a llie s .”

A c tu a lly  the am ount o f U.S. 
aid to the French m ilita r is ts  in  
N o rth  A fr ic a  rem ains unknown. 
O nly by chance was i t  revealed 
recently  th a t a U.S. plane and 
personnel had taken p a r t in  a 
parachute drop against A lg e ria n  
independence figh te rs .

T H R E E  OF W E S T  G ER­
M A N Y ’S la rges t banks are p lan ­
n ing  a fus ion  in  eve ry th ing  bu t 
law . They contem plate eventual 
recreation o f the Deutsche ¡Bank, 
centra lized banking in s titu t io n  
broken up by the A llie d  occupa­
tion . O ther banks are also en­
v isag ing  fus ion. A ccord ing  to 
M. S. H and ler, A ug . 28 N. Y. 
T im es, the ob ject o f German B ig  
Business is to regroup a ll bank­
in g  in s titu tio n s  in to  three sys­
tems th a t would enjoy a v ir tu a l 
c red it m onopoly in  W est Ger­
m any. A pa ra lle l movem ent o f 
cen tra liza tion  is ta k in g  place in 
in du s try . The A llied  occupation 
sought to break up German 
cap ita l concentra tion under the 
p re te x t o f “ dem ocra tiz ing”  West 
Germ any. However, under con­
d itions o f the boom d u rin g  the 
las t few  years, inhe ren t c a p ita l­
is t tendencies m ak ing  fo r  con­
cen tra tion  o f w ea lth  overrode 
legal ba rrie rs .

IN  T H E  H A M B U R G  A R E A
in  W est Germ any, 25,000 w o rk ­
ers w ent on “ w ild c a t”  s trikes  
las t week. They closed down 
shipyards and locom otive, tru ck  
and Diesel engine works.

in terested in  defend ing the Con­
s t itu t io n .”  The Vargas candi­
dates are also supported by the 
Vargas Labo r P a rty  and sec­
tions o f the Social Dem ocratic 
P a rty .

*  *  *

S T R IK E  W A V E  IN  S IN G ­
A P O R E  spread fu r th e r  la s t
week to  include ho te l w orkers. 
They are dem anding h igher 
wages.

•  *  *

T H E  R A D IC A L  P A R T Y  OP­
P O S IT IO N  TO PERO N in  A r ­
gentina attacked h im  fo r  sellout 
o f A rg e n tin a ’s na tiona l re ­
sources. T a rge t o f a ttack was a 
con tract signed recently  by the 
governm ent w ith  S tandard O il 
Co. o f C a lifo rn ia . The opposition 
has forced the Peron govern­
m ent to reopen nego tia tions w ith  
S tandard O il in  o rd e r to  t r y  to 
■tone down term s o f the con tract 
a l i t t le .  “ Don’t  ge t the idea,”  
one Peron c r it ic  to ld  a N . Y . 
Herald - T ribune  correspondent, 
“ th a t I am an ti-A m erican . I  am 
not. B u t I  fe a r th a t th is  s tup id  
con trac t . . . w ill mean a g ro w th  
o f a n ti-U n ite d  States sentim ent 
in th is  cou n try ”

On Aug-. 28, Col. Clarence Renshaw, a 
division chief of the Arm y Engineers 
declared “ the country isn’t  rich enough to 
build everything that would be needed to 
stop floods.”

We differ. According to Renshaw him­
self a flood control system of works along 
the Lehigh River in Pennsylvania, au­
thorized by Congress ten years ago, would 
have cost only $12 million to build. I t  
would have protected Allentown and 
Bethlehem — hard h it by the recent 
floods — and saved an estimated $19 m il­
lion of damage, including many workers’ 
homes. But Congress never authorized the 
money.

The cost of one a ircra ft carrier, over 
$200 million, would buy nearly twenty 
such projects. One-tenth of this year’s 
direct m ilita ry appropriations i f  diverted 
to flood control would protect 300 areas 
like the one encompassed by Allentown and 
Bethlehem.

Flood damage is a th ing of the past in 
the Tennessee Valley, once a perennial

source of devastation. The total cost of 
TVA from its inception in 1933 to June 
1949 was $764 million. And this includes 
much more than flood control features. 
The figure includes the cost for power 
stations, navigation channels, reforesta­
tion, recreational areas — all of which tie 
in with flood control.

The nub o f the question is this. The 
U.S. government is concerned only with 
war preparations and huge handouts to 
Big Business. I t  doesn’t  give a rap for the 
welfare of the working people.

This was true under a Democratic as 
it  is now under a Republican administra­
tion. That is why the “ country isn’t  rich 
enough”  to build homes, schools, parks, 
hospitals or flood control projects to meet 
the needs of the country.

A Workers and Farmers Government, 
not desirous of making war or enriching 
Big Business, would have no trouble find­
ing the resources to “ build everything 
needed to stop floods”  and meet numerous 
other pressing needs of the population 
besides.

Houston Hospitality
On August 22 the Indian Ambassador to 

this country and an aide landed at 
Houston’s International A irport en route 
to Mexico. They went into the airport 
restaurant and seated themselves but were 
quickly unseated by the restaurant man­
ager. This person, using the criterion of 
the American way down South — the 
color of a person’s skin — immediately 
decided they were not f i t  to eat in the 
main dining room. She ordered them to 
movq into an empty little  room elsewhere, 
firm ly  declaring “ the law’s the law.”

Since this has become an international 
incident officials have been falling all over 
themselves making apologies to the Indian 
Ambassador and his government. Sec­
retary of State Dulles personally apologized 
to Ambassador Mehta. The American 
Ambassador in New Delhi, India, apologiz­
ed to Nehru’s government. The Mayor 
of Houston has invited the Indian digni­
taries to return for a vis it to hospitable 
Houston where he is “ proud”  to say 
“ Houstonians do not discriminate against 
anyone of any race.”

The situation is both ludicrous — to see 
the official panic over an everyday incident

in the South, which this time has undone 
the work of many months of Voice of 
America broadcasts to Asia — and hypo­
critical.

The hypocrisy is that the officials are 
apologizing not because there is racial dis­
crimination in America but because it  
happened to humiliate an important fo r­
eigner. These officials don’t  mind how 
many Negro travelèrs in the past year 
have been ordered out of that dining room. 
That’s the American Way in that region. 
What they mind is that it  hurts the U.S. 
diplomatically.

Since the International A irport was 
built with federal funds, the City of 
Houston is supposed to run unsegregated 
facilities on it. But the manager who said 
“ the law’s the law,”  when she mistook the 
Indian diplomats fo r Negroes, gave the 
show away.

The federal government, even in those 
few instances where it  has anti-discrimina­
tion laws on the books, doesn’t  bother to 
enforce them. That is, where American 
Negroes.are concerned. In the future it 
w ill try  to enforce them fo r Indian 
ambassadors.

By Daniel Roberts
“ They say in  H a rla n  County 
There are no neutra ls  there —  
W hich side are you on ? ”

(F rom  a Labor song)

B u t i t  is not on ly in  K en­
tu c k y ’s bloody H arlan  County, 
scene o f heroic m iners ’ battles, 
th a t neutra ls  are squeezed out.

There is no room fo r  them in 
the s trugg le  o f the w orkers and 
peasants o f colonial countries 
f ig h t in g  fo r  na tiona l indepen­
dence fro m  im p e ria lis t dom ina­
tion . In the epoch-m aking con­
f l ic t  o f the Chinese masses 
against U. S. im peria lism  or the 
Indo-Chinese w orkers and peas­
ants aga in t French and U.S. 
Im peria lism , the question is 
posed to a ll p o litica l parties and 
groups: W hich side are you on?

“ T H IR D  C A M P ”
Supposed neutra ls  o r “ T h ird  

Cam pists”  do no t escape th is  
challenge. They, too, are obliged 
to take sides and do so, even 
i f  they mask partisansh ip  behind 
hyp ocritica l im p a rt ia lity .

T h is  is w hat the Shachtman- 
ites o f the Independent Socialist 
League are doing. T h e ir o ff ic ia l 
dogma is the T h ird  Camp. They 
declare themselves “ against the 
tw o  systems o f exp lo ita tion  
which now d iv ide  the w o rld : 
cap ita lism  and S ta lin ism .”  They 
counterpose to these “ r iv a l war 
camps”  th e ir  own camp o f 
“ dem ocratic socialism .”

B u t i t  tu rn s  ou t they do not 
oppose both sides w ith  qu ite  the 
same f e r v o r .  S ta linophobia 
b linds our th ird  campers, and 
alas they s tray  —  in to  the camp 
o f im peria lism .

The Shachtm anites b it te r ly  op­
pose the Chinese and V ic tm in h  
revo lu tions because they are 
S ta lin is t led. They cla im  tha t 
the revo lu tiona ry  masses achieved 
on ly the aim s o f S ta lin is t “ im ­
pe ria lism .”

Genuine socialists support the 
f ig h t  o f the w orkers and peas­
ants aga inst im peria lism  w hile  
seeking to replace the S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats w ith  au then tic  M a rx ­
is t leaders and a reg im e o f 
•workers’ democracy. The Shacht- 
m anites regard  th is  position as 
“ cap itu la tion  to  S ta lin ism .”

They p re fe r to v ie w  the v ic ­
to ry  o f the Chinese and V ie t- 
m inliese as catastrophies. This 
is in  line  w ith  the stand on 
W orld  W a r I I I  taken by  M ax

Shachtm an: “ No g rea te r disas­
te r can be expected in connec­
tio n  w ith  the T h ird  W orld  W a r,”  
he said, “ than the v ic to ry  o f 
S ta lin ism .”  (J u ly -A u g u s t 1951 
issue o f the magazine, N ew  In ­
te rna tiona l.).

SUPPO RT U.S. IN  W A R
He said in e ffec t th a t the task 

o f the IS L  would be to  w o rk  fo r  
dem ocra tiz ing the U. S. w a r 
camp in order to enable i t  to 
defeat S ta lin ism . The slogan lie 
advanced was “ tra n s fo rm  . . . 
the im p e ria lis t w a r in to  a dem­
ocratic w a r.”  These fo rm u la tio ns  
mean po litica l support and cap­
itu la t io n  to U . S. im peria lism .

Labor A ction  —  weekly paper 
o f the IS L  —  has adhered r ig ­
id ly  to these form ulas. L ike  a 
man in  anguish i t  has been 
scream ing th a t the U. S. govern­
m ent is losing the w a r to S ta lin ­
ism, thanks to undem ocratic po l­
icies. U . S. im peria lism , they 
w a il is d r iv in g  the people in to  
the arm s o f S ta lin ism .

D espa iring  o f ob ta in ing  a 
change o f po licy fro m  the Re­
publican and Dem ocratic p a rty  
leaderships, the Shachtm anites 
appealed on M arch 21 to the 
A m ericans fo r  Dem ocratic A c­
tion  to launch a po litica l o ffe n ­
sive fo r  a “ dem ocratic fo re ign  
po licy.”

A D A  is  a member o f the lib ­
era l branch o f LT. S. im peria lism . 
I t  is ju s t as f irm ly  com m itted 
to the program  that W a ll S treet 
must ru le  the w orld  as the chief 
po licy m akers o f L'. S. B ig  Busi­
ness.

Labor A ction  has searched the 
w ide w orld  look ing  fo r  a pure 
dem ocratic and independent rev­
o lu tion  —  un ta in ted by any 
trace o f S ta lin ism  — to support 
and hold up to the A D A  libe ra ls  
as a model o f w hat to w ork  fo r.

T H E  D IE M  “ R E V O L U T IO N ”
A t  last they found w h a t they 

were look ing  fo r. On A p r i l 30 
last, f ig h t in g  broke out in South 
V ie tnam , because the Diem gov­
ernm ent sought to change his 
sta tus fro m  puppet o f French 
im peria lism  to  U. S. S tate De­
pa rtm e n t puppet, which pays 
more.

In  the course o f the f ig h tin g , 
Diem resorted to  the creation o f 
“ re vo lu tio n a ry  c o m m i t t e e s , ”  
w h ich called a “ N a tiona l Revo­
lu tio n a ry  Congress”  on M ay 5. 
T h is  “ Congress”  deposed the

French-con tro lled E m peror Bao 
Dai and effected the tra n s fe r o f 
p o lit ic a l con tro l fro m  French to 
U. S. im peria lism .

I t  was reported th a t a few  
nondescrip t “ socia lists”  p a r t ic i­
pated in the venture. T h is  was 
enough to cause Labor A c tion  to 
go in to  ecstasies. On M ay 23 
they procla im ed, “ R E V O L U ­
T IO N  IN  S O U TH  V IE T N A M : 
U. S. H E L P IN G  TO S T IF L E  
O N L Y  FORCE T H A T  C A N  
B E A T  S T A L IN IS T S .”

A nd fu r th e r :  "The re vo lu tion ­
a ry  n a tion a lis t forces in South 
V ie tnam  are dem anding indepen­
dence, a repub lic and free elec­
tions . . . The revo lu tion  in 
V ie tnam  is f ig h t in g  both the 
S ta lin is t camp and the western 
im p e ria lis t camp. Hands o f f ! ”

T ha t las t in ju n c tio n  was ad­
dressed to the U . S. govern­
m ent —  o f a ll bodies. The 
Shachtm anites accused the State 
D epartm ent o f t ry in g  to  scuttle 
the “ re vo lu tion ”  i t  its e lf  had 
promoted.

A  D iem -S tate D epartm ent re v ­
o lu tion  — 'i  th a t is  the Shacht­
m anites’ conception o f the “ T h ird  
Cam p”  prom ise come true.

T h e ir support fo r  D iem ’s coup 
is o f a piece w ith  Shachtm an’s 
jo in in g  w ith  Social Democrats 
and Norm an Thomas “ socia lists”  
— both open supporters o f U. S. 
im peria lism  —  to issue.a  lea fle t 
to  the  Chinese W orkers and 
Peasants en titled  “ S ta lin ism  is 
not Socia lism .”  Testim ony in 
S h a c h t m a n ’ s passport case 
brought out th a t the U.S. State 
D epartm ent dropped 100,000 cop­
ies o f these lea fle ts  in to  China 
on the eve o f (he Korean war. 
As the song says: W hich side 
are they on?

By Leon Trotsky
First Five Years of the 
Communist International, 
Vol. II. 384 pp. $3.
Collected w r it in g s  by the 

w o rld ’s fo rem ost M a rx is t on 
cruc ia l problems fac ing  the 
w o rld  w o rk ing  class in the 
period fo llo w in g  W orld  W ar I. 
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*  *  *

J A P A N  W IL L  BE  IN D IA ’S
m ain fo re ign  supp lie r o f ra ilroa d  
equipm ent th is  year. W est Ger­
m any w ill be next. Then E ng­
land. P r io r  to the w a r, Ind ia  had 
no choice b u t to  obta in  a ll her 
stock fro m  England. A bout h a lf 
o f th is  year’s orders fo r  ra ilroad
equipm ent w i l l  go to  Ind ian
m anufacture rs  and the rest to 
fo re ign .

*  *  *

A M A J O R IT Y  OF S A A R ­
LA N D E R S  are expected to re ­
je c t “ European”  sta tus in a re f­
erendum on Oct. 23. They w ant 
an eventual re tu rn  o f the Saar 
to  Germ any. “ European”  status 
would mean being governed by 
the Westeim European U nion, a 
m il ita ry  alliance. F rench im p e r­
ia lism  wants th is  sta tus fo r  the 
Saar in  o rder to fre e ly  exp lo it 
the reg ion ’s iro n  and coal. The 
Saarlanders th in k  o f themselves 
as German.

*  *  *

J A M A IC A N S  are. m ig ra tin g  
fro m  the v illages to the m arke t 
tow ns o f the island and then go 
overseas to the s t i l l  g rea te r 
B r it is h  c ities o f London, B irm ­
ingham  and M anchester. Those 
who go overseas are drawn from  
Jam aicans w ith  be tte r than av­
erage education in c lud in g  sk illed  
w orkers. A ccord ing  to the M an­
chester Guardian th is  is causing 
concern to Jam aican au thorities .

* » w
T H E  N E W . IN D O N E S IA N  

C A B IN E T , headed by P rem ier 
H arahap is seeking aid under 
the U.S. economic development 
program . Indonesia could re ­
ceive $28 m illio n  under the p ro ­
gram . The Harahap governm ent 
replaced the N a tio n a lis t p a rty  
cabinet which had S ta lin is t sup­
port. Harahap has a close w o rk ­
in g  re la tion  w ith  the A rm y  and 
also seeks to ease re la tions w ith  
the Dutch.

*  *  *

T H E  B R A Z IL IA N  C O M M U ­
N IS T  P A R T Y  is suppo rting  Jus- 
celino Kub itschek and Joao Goul- 
a r t  fo r  P resident and V ice Pres­
iden t in  the Oct. 3 elections. 
Both are supporters o f fo rm er 
d ic ta to r Vargas, who com m itted 
suicide la s t year. The S ta lin is ts  
urged a common f ro n t  o f a ll 
opposed to a fasc is t coup “ fro m  
w orkers  and fie ld laborers to 
b ig  ca p ita lis ts  and landowners

IN  A U S T R IA , a na tionw ide 
s tr ik e  o f 13,000 doctors and den­
tis ts  led to s tree t f ig h t in g  ‘ w ith  
police. The doctors and dentis ts  
oppose extension o f m edical in ­
surance to a ll A us tria ns  rega rd ­
less o f income. T h is  they c la im  
would deprive them  o f fees fro m  
pa tien ts  in  upper brackets. The 
rea l com p la in t o f the doctors 
and dentists is th a t they are de­
pendent fo r  live lihood on service 
they provide fo r  s tate insured 
pa tien ts  (w h ich by la w  includes 
a ll w o rke rs ) and th a t these fees 
are too low. The governm ent de­
votes too much o f em ploye coo-, 
tr ib u tio n s  to bureaucra tic  ends, 
the y  charge.

* * ♦

S E V E R A L  T H O U S A N D  V IR ­
G IN  IS L A N D E R S  marched on 
G overnm ent House tw o  weeks 
ago to demand reca ll o f  G over­
nor A rch ie  A . A lexander, ap­
pointed by P resident E isenhower 
in  1954. The dem onstra tion was 
sponsored by CIO  Local Indus­
t r ia l  U n ion 1812. A n o th e r reso­
lu tio n  presented by the w orkers 
demanded am endm ent o f the 
O rgan ic A c t passed by the  83rd 
Congress fo r  the Is lands’ adm in­
is tra tio n . U nder the A c t, the 
governor has absolute veto over 
decisions o f the Is lands’ leg is la ­
ture. A ccord ing  to the A ug . 8 
CIO News, A lexander was cha rg­
ed by the islanders w ith  m ak­
in g  de roga to ry  statem ents about 
th e ir  character. When in fo rm ed  
o f the dem onstra tion  in  W ash­
ing ton , A lexander a rro g a n tly  
stated, “ They (the  is landers) 
don’t  w an t d isc ip line, and th a t ’s 
w hat I ’m g iv in g  them .”
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The Negro Struggle rut MILITANT
A Federal Judge Speaks His Racist Mind

Federal D istric t Judge Ashton H. W il­
liams in Charleston, S.C., recently called 
fo r the outlawing of the National Associa­
tion fo r the Advancement of Colored Peo­
ple. The NAACP, according to this in­
terpreter of American law, “ appears to be 
a secret organization. Reports indicate 
they w ill resort to any means to carry out 
their purposes.”

To add that touch of impartiality, which 
judges are supposed to have, Judge W il­
liams also attacked the Ku Klux Klan 
and urged its banning. Both organizations 
he said were “ enemies”  of a solution of 
the school segregation issue in the South 
and that no progress in the school situa­
tion could be made until they are “ wholly 
eliminated from  the picture in South 
Carolina.”

Now, everyone in the U.S. knows the 
record of the Ku Klux Klan — its murders, 
lynchings, floggings are part of the his­
torical and legal record. Most people know 
the record of the NAACP. I t  is an organiza­
tion which fights Jim Crow principally by 
law suits, education, etc. There has never 
been any responsible charge that it  has 
ever used other than legal means in its 
work against segregation and discrimina­
tion. This is known to racists, like Judge

Williams, but they hope to befuddle the 
public by linking the NAACP with the 
KKK.

Nor does the “ attack”  on the KKK by 
the federal ju r is t injure the campaign 
against white supremacy cause. Many 
other racist organizations have sprung up 
w ith official encouragement in the Deep 
South. For example the White Citizens 
Councils, led by the “ best people”  in the 
Mississippi and neighboring states has far 
outstripped the KKK.

What is most significant about Judge 
Williams’ statement is the glimpse it gives 
into the minds of the federal judges in 
the South. These are the very men who 
are supposed to “ enforce”  the Supreme 
Court’s decision against school segrega­
tion. They are the ones to decide if  
Southern school boards are moving in 
“ good fa ith ”  toward desegregation.

No reliance can be put upon them tc 
enforce desegregation — among them are 
the greatest enemies of racial equality in 
the country. Whatever desegregation 
comes about in the ir districts will be in 
direct proportion to the struggle waged 
by the Negro people and the labor move­
ment fo r what the Supreme court has 
granted in theory but not in fact.

I  Want to Tell My Boss
------------------------------  By Joyce Cowley ------------------------------

A fellow named William Karp has 
started a new consultation service to help 
people who are unhappy about their jobs. 
Most of his clients are troubled executives 
(probably no one else can afford the fees). 
Seems these executives worry because 
they want to be liked, and because their 
employes don’t confide in them. They are 
also upset because they can’t  give more 
money to workers who deserve it.

For quite some time I ’ve been wanting 
to confide in the boss, and I ’m so willing 
to help him work out these problems that 
I  won’t even charge a fee for my advice. 
This is a real bargain for him because I ’m 
sure the consultation service costs plenty, 
since i t  has a s ta ff of financial analysts, 
psychologists, vocational guidance ex­
perts, etc.

I  can’t  help wondering i f  the average 
executive is a b it slow on the pick-up, 
since he apparently needs all these ex­
perts to explain why people don’t  like him. 
As I  said, I  want to confide in my own 
boss. I ’d like to tell him fo r instance, that 
I  resent working a 40-hour week when 
many offites in New York are working 35. 
I ’d like to point out that a coffee break has 
become a rather popular institution. I ’d 
like to suggest he hire a substitute when 
another g irl goes on vacation instead o f 
expecting me to do double the amount of 
work. And since it always puzzles him, I ’d 
like to explain why so many employes run 
short and ask fo r an advance before pay­
day.

This brings up the interesting point 
about bosses being so troubled when they 
can’t  give more money to deserving work­
ers. I  was never aware of this and perhaps 
the real d ifficu lty  is not that I fa il to con­
fide in my boss, but he doesn’t confide in 
me. The consultation service provides

financial experts who suggest that if  
raises are impossible, their analysis of his 
business w ill provide the boss with a 
“ straight-forward authoritative excuse”  
for postponing the question of money. (In 
the dictionary they say to excuse is “ to 
make an apology for, to endeavor to 
remove the blame from.”  Now I see why 
they need the experts. I t  takes talent to 
make an excuse “ straight-forward.” )

The reason the boss won’t  give raises, 
much as he would like to, is because it 
would “ plunge the company into debt.”  
None of the firm s I worked for in recent 
years seemed on the verge of bankruptcy 
— in one case they made so much money 
they had to pay an 85% excess pro fit tax. 
Yet all of them had the same kind of re­
luctance about raises.

While the boss explains the threat of 
bankruptcy in spite of booming sales, he 
might also tell me why he can afford a 
two months vacation in Europe while an 
employe who has been w ith the company 
25 years has to take a th ird week at her 
own expense. Incidentally, since he’s saving 
on her salary, why can’t  he pay a tem­
porary steno to get out the mail? As I 
said, I think it  would help if  he were con­
fiding, too.

In spite of my eagerness, I have not yet 
discussed all these questions with the boss. 
I don’t need a consultation service to ex­
plain the cause of my reticence, or tell me 
why I ’m unhappy about the job. When I 
do exchange confidences w ith him, I hope 
I can speak as a spokesman for all the 
girls. I ’m afraid this w ill make him feel 
even less popular, but I ’ll present him with 
a concrete program to solve his difficulties 
and ours, too. We’ll like him a lot better 
when we have 10 o’clock coffee and when 
we punch out at five instead of six.

Notes from the News
A  NEG RO  V E T E R A N , who los t h is le f t  lea: 

and r ig h t  fo o t in  K orea, was acquitted o f t. c 
charge o f d ru nk  d r iv in g  by a Los Angeles ju ry . 
The C a lifo rn ia  Eagle reports  th a t the  veteran, 
John J. M cC arthy J r., charged th a t tw o  o ffice rs  
kneed h im  in  the g ro in , tw is ted  h is  a r t if ic ia l leg 
under him  and dragged h im  to the police car. 
The .policemen accused him  o f be ing d runk be­
cause he “ s taggered '’ when he walked.

» * *
T H E  R IG H T  TO INVOKE T H E  F IF T H  

A M E N D M E N T  by law yers was debated before 
tihe ba r association in  Philadelph ia , Aug. 24. 
T racy  E. G r if f in  denied the r ig h t  o f a Com­
m un is t to  praotice la w . W h ile  he adm itted tha t 
the  F if th  Am endm ent was in te g ra l in  Am erican 
ju risprudence he denied th a t the p riv ile ge  of 
in v o k in g  i t  was a basic r ig h t  o f citizens. E rw in  
N . G risw old, Dean o f H a rva rd  Law  School, 
re fu te d  th is  'by ask ing , “ W hat have we done i i  
we save security  and come up in  a coun try  where 
freedom is gone?”  However he weakened his 
a rgum ent by acceding to the po in t th a t a law yer 
w ho invokes the  Am endm ent should be in ­
vestigated.

* * *
T H E  P A C K IN G H O U S E  W O R K E R , newspaper 

o f  the U n ited  Packinghouse W orkers o f A m erica, 
CIO, reports  th a t  a jo in t  team  o f U P W A  ami

A F L  M ea tcu ttc rs  negotiated a  14-cent general 
wage increase from  the A m erican M eat In s titu te , 
which includes a ll m a jo r meatpackers'. This, the 
paper cla im s, is the b iggest lum p-sum  wage in ­
crease ever negotiated in  the industry .

*  *  *

T H E  G E O R G IA  S T A T E  C O N F E R E N C E  of
branches o f the N a tiona l Association F o r A d ­
vancement o f Colored People m et in Macon Aug. 
13, to c a rry  on the f ig h t  aga inst the re s tr ic tive  
actions o f the G eorgia Board o f Education against 
school segregation. N early  200 delegates attended, 
m aking  i t  one o f the most, representative con­
ferences he ld(in the state. A t  the las t m inute the 
G eorgia Power Company cancelled the use o f its  
ha ll because a company o ff ic ia l decided the con­
ference was o f a “ con trovers ia l na tu re .’’ The 
sessions wore then q u ick ly  sh ifte d  to the S tewart 
A M E  Chapel.

*  *  *

“ NO T ON S T R IK E  Y E T , JU S T  P R A C T IC IN G ”
read the p icke t signs in Dallas, Texas, as CIO 
Com m unications W orkers pressed th e ir  demand to 
end reg ional d iffe re n tia ls  which scale th e ir  pay 
$14 to  $18.50 a week less than C W A  rates in 
o ther p a rts  o f .the country. C ontracts are being 
negotiated fo r  175,000 Bell System w orkers across 
the na tion , fo r  more than h a lf  the un ion ’s mem­
bership.

*  *  *
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G OVERNO R K O H LE R  OF W IS C O N S IN , uncle 
o f the owner o f the s trike-bound K o lde r p lan t 
and a fa c to ry  owner h im self, lo s t a compensation 
c la im  case made by one o f h is employes. The 
w orker, M elv in  Kaiser, los t his left, hand opera t­
in g  a draw  press as a re su lt o f management 
v io la tion  o f sta te  sa fe ty regu la tions. When the 
compensation c la im  was made, K oh le r objected, 
c la im in g  the w o rke r had de libe ra te ly  cu t o f f  his 
hand in order to obta in  the compensation.

*  *  *

A U N IO N  N E W S P A P E R  E D IT O R  was
suspended fa r  exposing poor sa fe ty  conditions in 
the General M otors s ipring and bum per p la n t in 
L ivon ia , M ich. When A1 M ils te in , ed ito r o f Local 
262 U A W  pub lica tion , The Forgemen, was 
escorted to the gate by p lan t police, w orkers began 
to  protest. The Local prom ises to f ig h t  the issue 
a ll the w ay up. The company objected to  the 
paper’s  use o f  the popu lar nicknam e given to 
the  fo rge  shop —  “ the  Slaughterhouse.”
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From Detroit

Aulo Boom Seems 
Durable -- If You 
Don’t Look Close

Autom obiles are ro llin g  o ff  
the assembly lines here at rec­
ord rates. In  sp ite  o f au tom a­
tion , which means greater p ro­
duction w ith  few er workers, 
em ploym ent is high fo r th is  tim e 
o f year, and there seems to be 
un lim ited  p rospe rity . The so­
c ia lis t argum ent, tha t cap ita lism  
leads to  e ithe r depression or 
war, is having rough sledding in 
D e tro it these days because it  
seems to con trad ic t the facts. 
B ut a ll is  not w hat the surface 
appearance indicates.

John S. K n ig h t, publisher of 
the D e tro it Free Press, has ca ll­
ed public a tten tion  to the “ s tag­
ge rin g  $12.6 b illio n  autom obile 
cred it m a rke t.”  T ha t figure 
comes pe rilo us ly  close to the 
value o f the en tire  yea rly  ou t­
p u t o f autom obiles in  th is  coun­
try .

In  o th e r words the ou tpu t of 
the A m erican autom obile indus­
t r y  (n o t ju s t one company, o r 
one model, but close to the en­
t ire  passenger car in d u s try ) is 
not being sold. I t  is being loaned 
on prom ises to pay, and as fas t 
as one paym ent is made, a new 
debt is incurred.

B ig -bu s ine ss  s p o k e s m a n  
K n ig h t is n a tu ra lly  concerned 
about the w o rth  o f these p rom ­
ises, o r a t least o f the a b ili ty  of 
the prom isers to live  up to th e ir 
contracts. He cites the fa c t tha t 
the low down-paym ents now be­
ing  o ffe red do not begin to 
make up fo r  the rap id loss in 
value incurred  in  the f irs t few  
m onths o f an autom obile ’s use. 
“ W hen a man finds h im se lf 
ow ing $2,500 on a ear w o rth  $1,- 
500, th a t ’s ask ing fo r  troub le .”

K n ig h t is also concerned about 
the “ im p lic it  fa ith  o f business­
men genera lly  -tha t business w ill 
be good fo r  a t least another 
year . . . ”  because “ The adm in-

Floods and  F ire  W reck P la n t

O nly the ta ll chim ney o f a magnesium fac to ry  in Puntnam , 
Conn., rises from  the charred and tw is ted  rem ains o f the p lan t 
(cen te r) which was destroyed by flood and f ire . Hundreds of 
barre ls  o f the exp loding magnesium sprayed the business d is tr ic t 
o f th is  no rthern  Connecticut town, se ttin g  o ther f ire s  and 
te rro r iz in g  the population.

is tra tio n  has to keep th ings  
hum m ing .”

He cautions: ” . . .  the decade 
o f the ’20’s shows that even 
Governm ent, w o rk ing  hand in 
hand w ith  the ‘Captains o f in ­
du s try ,’ couldn’ t  guarantee a 
perpetual p rospe rity .

“ When the crash came in 1929, 
H e rbe rt Hoover ta lked w is tfu lly  
about ‘p ro spe rity  being r ig h t 
around the corner’ bu t he was 
shown to be wrong.

“ Even in  Roosevelt’s day, w ith  
Government spending a t a new 
h igh , the unem ploym ent problem 
was never solved. W hen W orld  
W ar I I  was s ta rt in g  in 1939, 
more than n ine  m illio n  persons 
were unemployed in the U n ited 
States.”

He says th a t “ in the mad rush 
to move goods and supplies, the 
businessman has th row n caution 
ou t o f the w indow .”  However, 
K n ig h t re a ff irm s  his fa ith  in

the fu tu re  o f cap ita lism . A m e ri­
can business m ust “ use the eco­
nomic tools now in the hands o f 
Governm ent to check the over- 
extension o f c red it . . . ”

Just how th is  is to be done 
w ith ou t in te r fe r in g  w ith  "th e  
mad rush to  move goods and 
supplies”  he doesn’t say.

W orld  scientists at the Geneva 
conference on atom ic energy 
warned A ug . 10 tha t sa fe ty  
measures m ust be developed fo r 
atom ic w orkers. They said current 
modes o f opera tion present 
hazards rang ing from  death to 
s te r il ity  fo r  atom ic w orkers and 
a ll others w ith in  a m ile  o f 
nuclear plants.

A n Am erican repo rt revealed 
tha t tw o  persons have died a fte r 
accidental expqsure to  rad ia tion  
at the Los A lam os A tom ic  
Labora to ry .

Apple Growers 
Fight to Keep 
Scab Conditions

By Gordon Bailey
SEBASTOPOL, Aug. 25 — A ll all-out strike struggle 

between the cannery owners and the workers has broken 
out in this apple-growing center of California. The atmos­
phere o f th is  h ith e rto  guiet-5--------------------------------------------------------
coun try  town is rem in iscent o f 
the v io le n t a g ric u ltu ra l s trugg les 
o f the T h irt ie s . W orkers  have 
been in tim ida ted , in jun c tion s  is ­
sued, and an organ izer savagely 
beaten by a lynch pa rty .

W h ile  a ll o ther C a lifo rn ia  
a g r ic u ltu ra l centers have been 
organized w ith  A F L  Team ster 
contracts, Sebastopol has re­
mained the sole open shop a g r i­
c u ltu ra l town. Women cannery 
w orkers here earn $1.00 an hour 
compared to the state average 
o f $1.35; men earn $1.25 as 
aga inst $1.48.

Cannery owners revealed th e ir 
de term ination  to m a in ta in  these 
scab conditions when they fired 
142 w orkers  on the eve o f an 
N L R B  election last fa ll .  “ Just 
coincidence,”  they said.

T h is year the Team sters’ union 
o ffic ia ls  a ttacked by c a llin g  ou t 
the w orkers from  the seven 
la rgest canneries and b rin g in g  
in 20 add itiona l Team ster o f f i ­
cia ls to head the s trike .

The cannery owners go t a 
court in jun c tion  lim it in g  p icke t­
ing and bann ing a secondary 
boycott o f “ ho t”  apples. T h is  
p a r t o f the in jun c tion  is being 
defied, however, as teamsters 
th roughou t the W est arc declin ­
ing  to handle f r u i t  fro m  the 
struck plants.

The bosses resorted to tra d i­
tiona l lynch-m ob violence when 
a band kidnapped W illia m  
G ram i, ch ie f Team ster organ izer, 
tied him  to a telephone pole and 
beat h im  w ith  a bicycle chain. 
The g row e rs disavowed a ll re ­
spo ns ib ility  fo r  the outrage, but 
made no move to settle  the 
s trike .

Instead, they have launched a 
radio, telephone and newspaper

cam paign o f lies and in tim id a ­
tion  to re c ru it  scabs fo r  the 
canneries. Some fa rm e rs ’ w ives, 
juven iles, and others are go ing 
th rough  the p icke t lines, en­
ab lin g  the grow ers to m a in ta in  
a semblance o f production.

The Team sters’ o ff ic ia ls  have 
recognized the th re a t to th e ir  
union i f  the bosses can smash 
th e ir  o rg an iz in g  a ttem p t and 
have vowed to m a in ta in  the 
fig h t, “ as long as the re ’s one 
man o r woman who w ants to be 
represented by the Team sters.”

However, the union leaders 
are re ly in g  m a in ly  on th e ir “ hot 
cargo”  ban to w in the s tr ik e  fo r  
thejn. No g reat e f fo r t  is  being 
made to encourage ran k  and 
file  pa rtic ip a tio n  in  the leader­
ship o f the s tr ike . N o cam paign 
to counter the bosses’ tactics o f 
in tim id a tio n  and economic pres­
sure on local workers has been 
developed. No kind o f s tr ik e  pa­
per o r bu lle tin  has been issued.

Both the Associated F a rm ers  
and the Team sters U n ion have 
pow erfu l resources behind them ; 
and both have b ig  stakes in the 
outcome o f the s tr ike . B u t com­
m un ity  pressure m ay w e ll be the 
key to v ic to ry . A t  present the 
em ployers have the o ffens ive  as 
they use a ll organs o f propa­
ganda to w h ip  up sentim ent 
against the union and scare 
w orkers aw ay fro m  the un ion 
ha ll.

I f  the Team sters’ o rgan izers 
would re ly  more on the na tive  
m ilita n c y  and resourcefulness o f 
the s tr ike rs , a decisive v ic to ry  
is assured in th is  tow n where 
the m a jo r ity  o f the workers 
m ust make th e ir  l iv in g  to il in g  
long hours in the apple can­
neries.

Our Readers Take the Floor
From England
E d ito r:

The bundle o f M ilita n ts  you 
send us is being reg u la rly  re­
ceived and sold. In  fa c t we have 
received an order fo r  more. 
These copies are being sold to 
w orkers  from  Jam aica, St. 
K it ts  and B r it is h  Guiana. We 
are ru n n in g  a class fo r  them 
and they are ve ry  keen to learn 
about socialism.

O ther M ilita n ts  go to ra ilw a y- 
men where the s trugg le  fo r  a 
liv in g  wage is sharpening up 
again. The lowest paid ra ilw a y ­
man on ly  gets 6 pounds 11 s h ill­
ings per week, which w orks out 
a t about $20, I th in k  [a c tu a lly  
$18.34 —  E d . ] ,— on ly  chicken 
feed. E arn ings are made up, o f 
course, by overtim e and in one 
case recen tly  a ra ilw a y  po rte r 
took home 2 pounds [$56 ], to  do 
w h ich he put in som eth ing like  
100 hours, l ie  used the money 
to pay o f f  debts and buy th ings 
fo r  his kids.

Therfc. is an inc ip ien t co lor bar 
here in N o ttingham  which has 
become a “ colored”  town. There 
are about 2,000 W est Ind ians 
and W est A fr ic a n s  w o rk in g  in 
m ostly  low er paid jobs. So fa r  
the a ttem p ts  a t color d isc rim in ­
a tion  have been held back by 
the Labor M ovem ent loca lly , but 
there are s t i l l  some sore spots. 
The S ta lin is ts  take a d ir ty  hand 
here and hold back m any a t­
tem pts a t m il ita n t  action against 
rac is t elements. T h e ir sole p u r­
pose is' to dampen down the 
s trugg le  and hold the class 
peace, a somewhat d ir ty  dove, 
a lo ft.

W e would be g ra te fu l i f  you 
would double the num ber o f 
M ilita n ts  you send us reg u la rly .

R.S.
N o ttin gh am , England

'Americanism7 
In Dixieland
E d ito r:

1 subscribed to you r paper and 
also to the W eekly People and 
a lm ost g o t m yse lf lynched fo r  
being a Com m unist as a resu lt. 
The ru m o r was spread, th a t
r ig h t  here a t ......................  believe
i t  o r not, lives a Com m unist, 
r ig h t  in our m id s t w ith  the 
D A IL Y  W O R K E R  A N D  A L L . 
Now I  never did even see a copy 
o f the D a ily  W o rke r bu t reg re t 
I  did not, fo r  in the past I kept 
not any knowledge away from  
m yself. B ut I was forced to drop 
both you r paper and the W eekly 
People ju s t to have a reasonable 
chance to live  another day o r so.

Note the T R U T H  about any 
such m a tte r, m a tte rs  no t a t a ll

down here. I t  is qu ite  su ffic ien t 
i f  some nincompoop calls a pe r­
son a “ Com m unist.”  T ha t is tha t 
and w ill rem ain th a t fo re ve r­
more'.

Nope, one never gets a chance 
to be heard on such m atters. As 
a resu lt o f th a t experience, 
coupled w ith  o ther experiences 
o f p re -W ar I I  date, I am a most 
despised man down here and the 
whole G u lf Coast has been a le r t­
ed about me and every move I 
make is relayed to a ll the be t­
te r  class o f people down here 
up-and-down the coast. So dan­
gerous a man as I am m ust be 
watched by not on ly the F B I 
bu t by every loya l Am erican.

I t  was ju s t before W ar II  
s ta rted , d u rin g  the depression 
(oppression) th a t a potato g ro w ­
er inv ited  me ou t in to  the field 
to v is it  w ith  h im . He saw tha t 
though none had been able to 
make a certa in  Chemical G ar­
den Tank to bear fru its ,  I did 
so pronto and th a t in tr ig u e d  him.
I did v is it  him  in the fie ld where 
he was w o rk in g  d u rin g  the sum­
m er when his 50 hired hands 
were la id  o ff.  1 inqu ired how 
those la id  o f f  lived.

He p ro m p tly  in fo rm ed me th a t I 
was none o f his w o rry . There­
upon I quoted Pope Leo X I I I  to 
h im , and he f le w  in to  a rage 
and said he in  a screech, “ I  am 
a C atholic and you are not go­
in g  to te ll me th a t the Pope 
said any such damn th in g .”  I 
Jeft and w ent home and so did 
he and on his way he stopped 
a t every gas sta tion  to te ll them  
th a t I was a Com m unist. I paid 
no heed and said no one w ill 
believe h im  B U T  I was in e rro r.

A t  F o r t M yers, F lo rid a  J was 
arrested w ith o u t w a rra n t, ja iled  
fo r  19 days w ith o u t any charge* 
be ing filed and le t ou t w ith o u t 
a word o f apology fro m  anyone. 
No charges were ever filed be­
cause I had not broken any law. 
B ut when I did come ou t o f 
ja il,  where th in gs  were extrem e­
ly  ro tten , I was so nervous I 
could no t w r ite  m y name.

La te r, I  was liv in g  in a house­
boat which cost me more than 
$2,000. I t  had a m ast 26 feet 
ta ll and instead o f a w eather 
vane upon its  top to le t me 
know the d irec tion  o f the w ind,
I  tied a sm all red ribbon to the 
ropes and hoisted i t  a lo ft so 1 
m ig h t know  i f  I  should set sail. 
In  a few  days m y  boat and 
eve ry th ing  I  owned was burned.

Two years la te r I  met another 
man in  a d is ta n t town. He said, 
“ W ha t, you do no t know  why 
they burned you r bo a t? ”  I re ­
p lied I did not know and had 
been w ondering  ever since fo r

I  was not aware o f having done 
anyone any w rong. He to ld me 
it  was burned because I f le w  a 
RED  FLA G . This red f la g  was 
a piece o f ribbon tied about a 
box o f candy m y daughter sent 
me and was about a h a lf inch 
w ide and a l i t t le  more than a 
foo t long.

There is a lw ays danger th a t 
among w orkers on s tr ike , the 
law  is w a tch ing  to see i f  any 
present have ever been members 
o f the Com m unist P a rty . Im ­
agine m y being seen ta lk in g  to 
some there on s tr ik e ?  To be 
there seen would be additiona l 
p ro o f th a t I was t ry in g  to  upset 
Ye Goode Oldc A m erican ism . Foi 
more than 20 years 1 have been 
cursed, stoned and shot a t down 
here o f f  and on. W hy ? W ell 
ask them.

O rganized labo r is in the dog­
house down here and to le rated 
where i t  cannot be manhandled. 
The papers and press never t ire  
o f te llin g  th a t s tr ik e rs  do not 
know w hat they are s tr ik in g  fo r. 
They c ite  how m any $$$ are lost 
to labo r because i t  s trikes, how 
much r ich e r they would be i f  
they had continued to w ork. I t  
is taken fo r  g ranted th a t lOOCr 
good Am ericans would never, 
never go on s tr ik e  unless led to 
do so by some damnable com­
m unist.

T h is  is more tru th  than poetry  
a t tha t. The leader o f any union 
who as long ago as a h a lf cen­
tu ry  ever was a com m unist m em ­
ber is a com m unist and the un­
ion is com m unist - dominated. 
These days, as you w e ll know 
one can even in h e r it  communism 
before the age o f 3. Yep, s‘o 
contagious is communism, not 
even polio is as contagious.

T iie  beating  up o f labor o r­
ganizers is a '0011111101: th in g
down South here and a very 
sm all p a rt o f i t  ever comes to 
public notice. The s h e riffs  who 
are supposed to enforce law s are 
the ch ie f v io la to rs  o f c iv il l ib ­
erties.

I  was in the bu tcher shop to 
buy meat a few  days ago. Look­
in g  at the meats were a m other 
and her young son. They m erely 
stared a t the meats and slow ly 
w ent aw ay to buy corn g r its  in ­
stead. Both m other and son 
showed signs o f undernourish­
ment. The human body can not 
be b u ilt  fro m  corn g r its . Y e t 
were I  to express m y displeasure 
a t seeing the above, ca llin g  i t  
an a f f ro n t  to human decency the 
chances are th a t sooner o r la te r 
some one here in the c ity  o f 
..................... would screech, “ Com­
m un is t.”  I t  seems th a t none 
o ther than Socia lists and Com­

m unists ever are concerned 
about w rongs in Am erica  ju d g ­
ing  from  w hat people? seem to 
th in k .

A  fe w  years ago the governor 
o f th is  s tate propagandized fo r  
F lo rida  ca te ring  to B ig  Business. 
He cited among o ther advan t­
ages fo r  business here • “ The 
Cheap and Docile Labo r”  and 
tha t there are no income taxes. 
T h is  is a b ig  d raw ing  card fo r ' 
th is  state and the Powers T ha t 
Be do no t re lish  seeing any 
damn ou ts ider o r fo re igners  
spo iling  th is  paradise by un ion­
iz ing  labor.

Labor is s low ly  be ing organ 
ized despite a ll e ffo r ts  to p re­
vent it .  B u t even so i t  is being 
done a t the cost o f the health 
o f the organ izers. W ith  m y  evil 
repu ta tion  I  would not even dare 
be seen in  an o rgan iz ing  group.

R ig h t here in the c ity  o f 
..................... , which is an a g r ic u l­

t u r a l  com m unity , the re  are bu t 
two b ig  landowners who fa rm  
w ith  slave labor. A g r ic u ltu re  lias 
not been g e ttin g  its  share o f the 
Am erican d o lla r since W ar I I .  
There fore com petitive  fa n n in g  
cannot pay the wages i t  did 
d u rin g  the w a r and s t i l l  have 
as g re a t an income.

There being on ly  two big  
grow ers here, they pay w hat 
they w ish and i f  the laborer 
does not lik e  it ,  le t  him  pu ll 
out. N o t on ly are wages low, 
w o rk  is done only a few  m onths 
each year. The annual income is 
ve ry  sm all. These w orkers here 
are helpless, fo r  they cannol 
p ick up and go elsewhere. A ny  
wages o ffe red m ust be accepted. 
I t  begins to look as i f  the w orst 
is yet to come though.

(N am e w ith he ld )
F lo rida

On Landy Case
E d ito r:

Eugene W . Landy, the 21-year 
old graduate  student, who , was 
denied a navy commission be­
cause his m other once was a 
com ijiun is t, is not a w ea lthy  boy. 
H is m other, a seamstress in a 
ga rm en t fa c to ry , earns less than 
$00 a week. H is fa th e r, who is 
dead, was not a rich  man.

Eugene, w ill,  unless something- 
unusual occurs in his life , a l­
ways have to w ork  fo r  a wage 
(o r sa la ry ) a t a given number 
o f hours in a p a rtic u la r occupa­
tion  so long as he expects to 
keep food in his be lly , clothes 
on h is  back and a roo f over his 
head.

H is tra in in g  a t the U.S. M er­
chant M arine  Academy 'has p re ­
pared him  fo r  his “ p a rtic u la r

occupation.”  The N avy  Commis­
sion would have eventua lly  en­
abled him  to a tta in  a position  
o f occupational resp on s ib ility  
w ith  som ewhat be tte r wages and 
conditions than those accorded 
non-commissioned seamen.

Landy has a lready indicated 
th a t he is w i ll in g  to pay the 
price fo r  sm all p riv ileges and 
enthusiastic approva l o f friends  
and associates. He has kept his 
mouth shu t, learned his lessons 
a t school, excelled in a th le tics  
and avoided association w ith  
“ rad ica l”  p o lit ic a l groups. Per­
haps when he told his m other to 
drop her com m unist frien ds  he 
in tu it iv e ly  sensed possible fu tu re  
repercussions upon his own life .

A n in te llig e n t boy, Eugene has 
ap pa ren tly  learned th a t in m any 
instances the in d iv id u a l who 
wants approval o f frien ds , re la ­
tives and fu tu re  em ployers, m ust 
conform  to certa in  accepted be­
lie fs  and practices. A nd , i f ,  fo r  
instance, an accepted be lie f is 
th a t com m unists (and th e ir  
fr ie n d s ) are nasty people who 
shouldn 't be associated w ith , then 
com m unists (and th e ir  fr ien ds ) 
m ust be s tr ic t ly  avoided.

Eugene Landy w ill have to 
“ make tim e ”  lik e  63,000,000 o ther 
Am erican w orkers because he 
was no t born rich . He knows 
tha t —  so does his m other —  
so do the F B I and the U.S. N avy  
D epartm ent. G e tting  th a t com­
m ission is ve ry  im p o rta n t to 
him  because i t  means sa tis fac­
tion o f tw o ve ry  basic needs: 
(1 ) A pp rova l o f frien ds , re la ­
tives and associates — in  short, 
recogn ition , and (2) development 
o f a means o f earn ing a liv in g  
which is socia lly  acceptable and 
personally rew ard ing .

I f  Eugene had been rich  i t  is 
doub tfu l i f  lie  ever would have 
bothered w ith  the M erchan t M a­
rine in the f ir s t  place. H is  m oth ­
er would have, in a ll like lihood, 
been much more in  character as 
an active m ember o f the Red 
Cross o r an a fte rnoon bridge 
club.

However, assum ing fo r  the 
sake o f a rgum ent th a t the lad, 
despite w ealth and financia l in ­
dependence, did enter the M er­
chant M arine  Academ y, and as­
sum ing fu r th e r  th a t his m othe r 
had “ s lipped”  fro m  the pa th  o f 
p o litica l righteousness w ay back 
in ’47, we m ig h t y e t wonder i f  
a few  w e ll placed do lla rs, gen­
erously d i s t r i b u t e d  among 
“ frien ds ,”  couldn’ t  have go tten  
the boy his commission ju s t  the 
same and thereby avoided a ll 
th is  unseemly em barrassm ent 
and p u b lic ity . r

New  York C ity


