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May Drag U.S. 
Deeper in W ar 
O n Moroccans

By George Lavan
Transfer of all French troops in Europe to North 

Africa for more brutal suppression of the independence 
struggles in Algeria and Morocco is being considered by
the French ca p ita lis t class. •$-------------------------------------------------------

,-Such a move would not on ly 
mean a he igh ten ing  o f the re ign  
o f te rro r aga inst the peoples of 
these French colonies, bu t would 
even m ore d ire c tly  involve U.S. 
im peria lism  in the massacre o f 
colon ia l peoples. Included am ong 
the troops i t  is proposed to send 
to N o rth  A fr ic a , are the French 
components o f the N A T O  arm y, 
which is p r in c ip a lly  financed and 
arm ed by the U.S.

P ie rre  M onte l, Chairm an o f the 
Defense Com m ittee o f the French 
N a tiona l Assem bly, in  exp la in ing  
the proposal Aug. 6 said tha t 
the ho ld ing  o f N o rth  A fr ic a  was 
essential to the defense o f Europe 
and the “ free  w o rld ”  and tha t 
the re fo re  N A T O  should recog­
nize as France’s p rin c ip a l m il i­
ta ry  m ission the defense o f the 
W est M ed ite rranean-A frican  area.

Should the U-S. - contro lled 
N A T O  go along w ith  th is  p rop­
os ition , the m ission o f the N o rth  
A tla n tic  A lliance , h ith e rto  ex­
plained as a defense aga inst a 
Soviet a ttack, would be enlarged 
to  include the p u ttin g  down of 
colonial independence straggles.

'French im p eria lism  a lready has 
ten d ivisions —  inc lud ing  some 
o f its  N A TO  troops —  in  N o rth  
A fr ic a  where they are m a in ly  
engaged in  operations against 
A lg e ria n  resistance figh ters. I t  
is no tew o rthy  th a t the N A TO  
top command has acquiesced in 
th is  em ploym ent o f N A TO  troops.

tan  tw o years ago and set up a 
hated puppet in h is 'p la ce .

Grandual, the recently  appo in t­
ed Resident-General o f Morocco 
proposed m ino r concessions to 
qu ie t the popu lation. In  addition 
to ho ld ing ta lks  w ith  some lead­
ers o f the outlawed Is tiq la l ( In ­
dependence) P a rty  he was un­
derstood to have proposed the 
abdication o f the puppet Sultan 
and keeping the throne em pty fo r  
several years.

These proposed token conces­
sions, however, met w ith  fu rio us  
resistance fro m  the w ea lthy  
French landowners and business­
men in Morocco as w e ll as from  
the cap ita lis ts  in  France w ith  
Moroccan holdings.

F urthe rm ore , the French m il i­
ta ry , whose repression in  N o rth  
A fr ic a  has fa iled  so fa r, now 
fe e l tha t it should reap the firs t 
benefits o f the coexistence deal 
fo rm a lly  begun at Geneva. Co­
existence fo r French im p e ria l­
ism means tha t i t  now can tra n s ­
fe r arm ies from  Europe to mas­
sacre its  colonial subjects.

That watchdog o f U.S. im p e ri­
a lis t in terests, the N .Y . T im es, 
th inks  th is  is m oving a b it  too 
fast. P o in ting  ou t th a t the U.S. 
has huge naval and a ir  bases in 
Morocco, i t  ed ito ria lizes (A ug . 
8 ) : “ There is no question th a t 
F rench N o rth  A fr ic a  m ust be 
held fo r  the free  w orld , and th a t 
France is a t present the on ly 
na tion which can do so. . . . B ut 
i t  would deprive N A T O  o f v ir -

G u ilt b y  Association

carious balance of power estab­
lished in Europe.”
(See article on Morocco, page 3)

U.S. RO LE
Even more a la rm in g  fo r  tu a jly  a ll active  French troops 

Am erican w orkers has been the -• • . tend to upset the s t i l l  pre 
role o f the U.S. A ir  Force in 
the f ig h tin g  operations in  A l ­
geria . When i t  leaked out that, 
at least one Am erican plane and 
p ilo t had been involved in  a 
paratroop a ttack  on A lge rians , 
the U.S. A ir  Force tried  to pass 
it o f f  as “ a N A TO  exercise.”  An 
in q u iry  by the an ti-co lon ia l news­
le tte r, Toward Freedom, a t N A TO  
headquarters in Europe b rough t 
a rep ly  from  a B r it is h  general 
th a t “ N A TO  has never conducted 
exercises over A lg e r ia .”

A no the r example o f U.S. m il i­
ta ry  aid to the French m ilita r is ts  
in N o rth  A fr ic a  was W ash ing­
ton ’s g ra n tin g  o f p r io r ity  tw o 
m onths ago to a sh ipm ent o f 
helicopters, ve ry  e ffec tive  in 
a n ti-g u e rr il la  f ig h tin g , to the 
French A rm y  in A lge ria .

The strong  backing fo r  Mon- 
te l’s proposal o f the tra n s fe r, i f  
necessary, o f every French sol­
d ie r in Europe to A lg e ria  and 
Morocco, was shown in its  en­
dorsement by General Joseph- 
P ie rre  Koenig, French M in is te r 
o f Defense.

P O LIC Y  W A V E R S
French im peria list, po licy to ­

w ard  Morocco has wavered in the 
past few  months. The re ign  o f 
te rro r  aga inst the Moroccan peo­
ple has fa iled  to break the re ­
sistance movement which has 
grow n steadily since the French 
removed the p ro -na tiona lis t Sul-

"YOUR MOTHER SPENT THE NINE MONTHS BEFORE 
YOUR BIRTH READING 'DAS K A P IT A L '—"

Wall Street Rejoices 
Over Output by Labor

At. the Texas Ins trum ent p lan t 
in D a llas a woman w o rke r now 
assembles seven booklets in the 
tim e  she used to do one. W eavers 
at the Schwarzenbach Huber Co. 
in A ltoona, Pa., now weave syn­
the tic  fab rics  three and one-half 
tim es as fa s t as they did in 
1950; a w o rke r there who tended 
24 machines five years ago .rio’Cv 
tends 65.

T h is  is how an a rtic le  on the 
tremendous increase in  U.S.

Armistice w ith China 
Seen in the Making

By Carl Goodman
An armistice in the cold war between U.S. imperialism 

and the Chinese government is in the making. While not 
as dramatically staged as the Big Four Geneva conference, 
th is  is the essence o f the “ L i t t l e — ---------------------------------------------------
Geneva”  conference between U.S. 
Ambassador to Czechoslovakia, 
U ra l A lex is  Johnson and Chinese 
Ambassador tg  Poland, Wanig 
P in-nan.

The ta lks  between the tw o 
ambassadors deal obstensib ly on ly 
w ith  re p a tr ia tin g  U jS. c itizens 
in China and re tu rn  o f Chinese 
students now in U.S. to th e ir  
homeland. However, under P o in t 
Two o f th e ir  agenda the ambas­
sadors are to discuss “ o the r prac­
tica l m atte rs  o f issue between 
the tw o sides,”  and thereby open 
negotia tions between the two 
governm ents.

Accord ing to a news source 
close to the Ind ian  governm ent, 
the Mao reg im e w ants : (1) A d ­
mission o f its  governm ent to the

H om ew ard Bound

D r. Cilia L in-hsieh, shown above in  Yokohama, Japan, on 
w ay home to China. A 1951 graduate o f S tan fo rd  U n ive rs ity , 
where he studied nuclear physics, he was one o f the la rge  group 
o f Chinese held in the U.S. despite th e ir  desire to  go home. 
U .S.-China deal b rought about release o f U.S. f lie rs  in  China 
and Chinese students in  U.S.

U n ited  Nations even i f  accom­
plished w ith o u t the vote o f the
U . S. (2) Possession of the is­
lands o f Quernoy and M atsu. (3) 
C a rry in g  th rough  o f elections 
supervised by neutra ls  in Indo- 
China in accordance w ith  the 
1954 Geneva agreement. (4 ) Es­
tab lishm ent o f an Ind ian-S ia- 
mese p ro tectora te  over Cambodia 
and Laos. (5 ) T rusteeship status 
fo r  Form osa w ith  the under­
stand ing th a t its  p o litica l status 
w ill be determ ined by “ peacefu l”  
means.

This was revealed by G ladys
V. W illia m s  re p o rtin g  fro m  New 
Delhi in the A ug. 8 issue o f Ted 
0 . T hackrey ’s R eport and Fore­
cast.

W h a t these demands amount 
to are an o ffe r  to help stab ilize 
the social o rder in A s ia  in re ­
tu rn  fo r  a guarantee o f China’s 
borders plus enhanced in te rn a ­
tion a l status. That is how the 
Ind ian  leaders, who, W illiam s  
indicates, urge the U.S. govern­
ment to accept these demands, 
look on them , too.

The a lte rna tive , they fear, to 
a U.S.-China deal is the eventual 
sweep o f social revo lu tion  over 
the whole m ainland o f Asia.

F o r its  p a rt, the Eisenhower 
A d m in is tra tio n , w h ile  beginn ing 
negotia tions w ith  the Chinese 
governm ent, may w a n t a post­
ponement o f .a ll fo rm a l agree­
ments. E lie  Abe! reports  from  
Geneva in the Aug. 7 N .Y. 
T im es th a t “ d ip lom ats in  touch 
w ith  both sides . . . po in t out 
th a t w ith  a P residentia l election 
l i t t le  m ore than a year away, 
the A d m in is tra tio n  could no t be 
expected to recognize Peip ing or 
make any rea l concession on 
Formosa i f  i t  wanted to do so.”

W hether o r not th is  is true , 
the Chinese are believed w illin g  
to meet th is  tim e schedule.

In  re tu rn  fo r  ■Chinese patience 
and inaction  in the Formosa 
S tra its , says Abel, the U.S. gov­
ernm ent “ could u n ila te ra lly  ease 
the W estern trade em bargo — 
an act th a t would have the e f­
fec t o f converting  Chinese N a ­
tio n a lis t a ttacks on Communist 
sh ipp ing in to  acts o f p iracy .”

w o rke rs ’ p ro d u c tiv ity  s ta rts  o f f  
in the Aug. 9 W a ll S treet Jou r­
nal. Th is p ro d u c tiv ity  jum p  of 
Am erican in d u s try  is based on 
in troduction  o f new m achinery, 
a certa in  am ount o f au tom ation, 
which, however, is ju s t begin­
ning, re -o rgan iza tion  o f w o rk  
methods (tim e-m o tion  stud ies), 
speed-up and bonus plans. '  -

A c tu a lly  the governm ent has 
no t issued a p ro d u c tiv ity  index 
covering a ll m an u fac tu ring  in ­
dustries in  the U.S. since 1937. 
A U.S. Bureau o f Labor S ta tis ­
tics p ro d u c tiv ity  re p o rt is ex­
pected to be released th is  fa ll. 
It has been repeatedly held back 
in o rder no t to “ d is tu rb ”  labor- 
management con tract nego ti­
ations.

Undoubtedly i t  w ill reveal g i­
gan tic  increases in w orkers ’ p ro­
d u c tiv ity . BUS figures available 
fo r  a few- industries indicate 
th is . Thus between 1939 and 
1953 per-m an output in the ce­
m ent in d u s try  rose 40.5%, in the 
glass conta iner in d u s try  38.2%, 
pu lp and paper 17.1%, tobacco 
products 43.4%, rayon and syn­
the tic  fibres 187.8%.

Individual companies in other 
industries report worker output 
has increased as much as 25% 
a year.

W AG ES T R A IL
A t Genera! E le c tr ic  the value 

o f production per w o rke r in ­
creased from  $7.45 an hour in 
1949 to $12 per hour in  1954 —  
61%. Average ho u rly  wages in 
the same period rose, however, 
on ly  fro m  $1.49 to $1.93 —  
29.6%.

H a llic ra fte rs  Co., a Chicago 
electronics m anufactu re r, adm its 
to a per-m an output, increase o f 
25% in the past year. The C ar­
penter Steel Co. in Reading, Pa. 
sets its  per-man increase in p ro ­

d u c tiv ity  since 1945 a t 33%. 
Since June, 1953, p ro d u c tiv ity  at 
the D ixon Pow derm aker F u rn i­
tu re  Co. in  F lo rida  has risen 
14%. The G ille tte  Razor Rlade 
Co. reports its  w o rke r p roduc tiv ­
ity  up 150% in  the period 1940- 
1955.
. Th is increased p ro d u c tiv ity  of 

th e ir  w orkers is b r in g in g  fabu­
lous p ro fits  to the bosses. The 
W a ll S treet Jou rna l in  the m idst 
of its  re jo ic in g  is compelled to 
note a f ly  in  the o intm ent. U.S. 
workers have some ideas about 
th e ir  increased p ro d u c tiv ity .

For example, they don’t want 
an in troduction  o f autom ation 
that throw s them out o f work. 
They don’t want more speed-up. 
They want wages to be increased 
as p ro d u c tiv ity  increases.

Oust 15 Officers 
Of Fur Workers
Heads of the AFL Amalga­

mated Meatcutters and But­
cher Workmen ousted 15 of­
ficers of the Fur and Leather 
Workers on Aug. 9. In addi­
tion, they placed the New 
York Joint Fur Council under 
trusteeship.

Recently, the independent 
fur union — bureaucratically 
expelled in 1950 by the CIO 
for allegedly being “Commun­
ist” dominated —  merged 
with the Amalgamated. The 
merger agreement gave Amal­
gamated officers sweeping 
powers to purge the fur union 
of “Communists.” The ousters 
were instigated by AFL Presi­
dent George Meany as condi­
tion for approval of the mer­
ger, but the AFL Council still 
refuses to give its OK.

Assail Pentagon 
For Witch Hunt 
Against Draftees
----------------------------------------- <r -------------------------------------

'Close-to-Mofher’ Guilt 
Charge in Landy Case 
Shocks Entire Country

Union Bucks 
Gov’t Effort to 
Break Strike

By Art Sharon
Mine, M il l and Sm elter W o rk ­

ers Uh ion o ffic ia ls  have asked 
fo r  a congressional investiga tion  
of the connections o f A tto rn e y  
General B row ne ll w ith  one o f 
the s tr ik e  - bound n o n -fe rro u s  
m eta l firm s.

Addressing its  request to Sen­
a to r K ilg o re , chairm an o f the 
Senate Jud ic ia ry  com m ittee, the 
union com m unication said, “ The 
A tto rn e y  General is known to 
have a long and close associa­
tion  w ith  Roger W . Strau«, 
chairm an o f the hoard o f A m e ri­
can S m elting and R e fin ing  Co.”

The union statement, charged 
th a t B row ne ll was “ in  v io la tio n  
o f p rope r im p a r t ia l ity  as a Gov­
ernment o ff ic ia l in an a ttem p t 
to break a s tr ik e  in  th is  indus­
t r y . ”  B row nell had issued a 
statem ent on J u ly  28 charg ing 
tha t the M in e -M ill un ion was 
Copim unist-dom inated.

The union has been on s tr ik e  
since Ju ly  1 against the three 
leading non-ferrous metal firm s, 
Kennecolt Copper Corpora tion , 
Phelps Dodge Copper C orpora­
tion  and the Am erican S m elting  
and R efin ing Company.

One o f the three, Phelps Dodge 
Copper C orpora tion  settled its  
s tr ik e  w ith  M in e -M ill la s t week.

B row ne ll moved aga inst the 
union by c it in g  i t  under the p ro ­
visions o f the “ B row ne ll B u tle r 
A c t,”  the C om m unist C ontro l 
A c t o f 1954. Should the govern­
ment succeed in its  a ttack, the 
union would lose its  ba rga in ing  
lig h ts  under the N a tiona l Labor 
Relations Act.

The governm ent moved against 
the union a fte r  m any appeals by 
in du s try  bosses fo r  governm ent 
in te rven tion . Instead o f using 
the T a ft- I Ia r t le y  law  the gov­
ernm ent chose its  newest wea­
pon, the B row nell B u tle r b ill.

The union has announced its  
de term ination to f ig h t the gov­
e rnm ent’s un ion-busting move 
a ll the w ay up to and inc lud ing  
the Supreme C ourt, and has 
served notice on the strike-bound 
companies tha t any a ttem pt on 
th e ir  part to refuse to negotiate 
would be viewed by the union 
as company v io la tio n  o f the 
r ig h ts  o f the union under the 
N a tiona l Labor Relations Act.

The governm ent’s blow a t the 
union and the “ hang tough”  
position o f the tw o  la rge  copper 
corpora tions re fle c t the strong 
desire o f these corpora tions and 
the governm ent to  find a w ay to 
break the M ine M ill union, and 
thereby set a precedent fo r  s im ­
ila r  action against o ther unions.

M eanwhile on ly  the independ­
ent. U n ited  E lectrica l W orkers 
Union has come ou t in defense 
o f M in e -M ill against, the govern­
ment a ttack.

By George Lavan
Two events have focused public attention on the 

U.S. Armed Forces’ McCarthyite policy of smearing its 
enlisted men with discharges other than honorable for
their alleged ideas or associa--t>- 
tions prior to inductions.

One was the dramatic case of 
Eugene W. Landy that has 
shocked the entire country.
Landy was second highest stu­
dent in the graduating class at 
the U.S. Merchant Marine Acad­
emy at Kings Point, Long Is­
land. On the eve of graduation 
Landy was informed by Navy 
officials that he. was being de­
nied the reserve. Navy Commis­
sion he had earned because his 
mother had once belonged to the 
Communist Party.

The second event was a sweep­
ing expose, backed up by 110 
case histories, of the U.S.
Arm y’s refusal of honorable dis­
charges to draftees, not for any­
thing they had done while in 
the army but for “forbidden” 
political ideas or associations 
before they were drafted. These 
charges were presented to Sec­
retary of the Arpiy, Wilber M.

Brucker, by S ocia lis t P a rty  
leader Norm an Thomas and 
Rowland W atts , both represent­
in g  the W orkers  Defense Lea­
gue, and Kenneth B irkhead, N a­
tiona l D ire c to r o f the A m erican 
Veterans Com m ittee.

A t the U.S. M erchan t M arine  
School, where young Landy was 
an honor s tudent, app lica tion  
fo r  a N ava l reserve commission 
is required o f a ll students. A  
few days before g radua tion  
Landy was called to N ava l in ­
te lligence headquarters in  New 
Y ork  and questioned fo r  several 
hours.

A C O N S E R V A T IV E
He made no a tte m p t to  con­

ceal the facts about his m othe r’s 
past po litica l a ff ilia t io n s , w h ich 
his questioners were a lready 
aware of, but. tho ugh t his own 
conservative po litica l be lie fs 

(Continued on page 3)

V is ito r in  Moscow

Premier Ho Chi Minh of North Viet Nam (right) is greeted 
in Moscow by Soviet President Klementy Voroshilov. The 
popular enthusiasm for the Indo-Chinese leader in Moscow 
reportedly exceeded official arrangements. One purpose of his 
visit, it was believed, was to find out. if  the Kremlin would 
stand by last year’s Geneva treaty which promised unification 
elections for Viet Nam. The U.S. and South Viet Nam oppose 
holding such elections.

"Tremendous Advances,”  M r. Eisenhower?
By Harry Ring

In a cheap bid fo r  Negro votes 
in 1956, Pres. Eisenhower made 
the bald-faced assertion A ug . 8 
that because “ the Republican 
p a rty  has been firm  in  its  ins is ­
tence that there can be on ly  one 
class o f c itizensh ip ,”  the Negro 
people have made “ tremendous 
advances”  under his ad m in is tra ­
tion.

He said the Republican p a rty  
had accomplished “ the complete 
rea liza tion  o f its  election prom ­
ises to the  Negro peo.ple. thus 
p rov ing  the prom ises had not 
been “ mere po litica l p la titudes.”  
These appa ren tly  unembarassed 
cla im s were made public in the 
fo rm  o f a le tte r  from  E isenhower 
p ra is ing  a report by the Repub­
lican N a tiona l Com m ittee’s d i­
rector o f m inorities .

W ith  proper ind igna tion , the 
re p o rt th a t was lauded by E isen­
hower scored “ the d isgracefu l 
spectacle”  o f Congressman Adam 
C layton Powell being attacked 
phys ica lly  by Dem ocratic Repre­
sen tative B ailey o f W est V irg in ­
ia, “ ju s t because he (P ow e ll)

insisted th a t the cons titu tiona l 
r ig h ts  o f Negroes be protected 
in the school bu ild ing  p rog ram .”  

I t  was on June 8, ju s t six 
weeks before B a iley  swung bis 
fis t at Powell that E isenhower 
h im se lf swung a verbal haym aker 
at the Negro congressman. Pow­
ell had presented an an ti-J im  
Crow amendment to the m ilita ry  
reserve b ill,  and the D ix iecra ts , 
o f course, were unhappy about it.

B rand ing the Powell amend­
ment as “ erroneous”  and “ ex­
traneous”  to the Reserve b ill,  
E isenhower, the champion of 
“ one class of c itizensh ip,”  said: 
“ The mere fact that we can’t a ll 
have our own ways about p a rtic ­
u la r th ings in social progress, 
does tha t mean tha t we don’t 
want to defend our country?  
W hy do we make defense o f our 
coun try  dependent on a ll o f us 
g e ttin g  our own way here?”

The Republican re p o rt claims 
the e lim in a tio n  o f the o ff ic ia l 
J im  Crow po licy in  the armed 
forces as its  m a jo r accom plish­
ment. The fa c t is th a t s tead ily  
m ounting  pressure fro m  the

Negro people and the increasing­
ly  dam aging e ffec t abroad o f a 
J im  Crow a rm y forced the s h ift  
in po licy.

DODGES FEPC
W ith  good reason the report 

dodges the explosive issue o f a 
federal FEPC law. In its  1952 
p la tfo rm , the Republicans passed 
the buck to the states on FEPC, 
declaring, “ Federal action should 
no t duplicate state e ffo rts  to  end 
such practices (jo b  d isc rim in a ­
t io n ) .”

To bo lster th is  p lank a b it, 
candidate E isenhower solemnly 
vowed that he would "con fe r 
w ith  the Governors o f the 48 
states”  about ending J im  Crow. 
N a tu ra lly  he d idn ’t say when he 
would "co n fe r.”

A  sta tem ent by the CIO A u to ­
m obile W orkers  Union in support 
o f a federal FEPC  was presented 
to the House J jud ic iary Com­
m ittee  J u ly  27. I t  gives some 
revea ling  facts on the e ffec t of 
d isc rim ina tion , fac ts  th a t th o r ­
ough ly explode both Republican 
and Dem ocratic cla im s about

representing the in terests o f the 
Negro people.

D u ring  the week o f June 5-12, 
the U A W  report po in ts out, there 
was unem ploym ent among 3.7% 
o f the w h ite  w o rk in g  force. In 
i.hc same week, 7% o f the non- 
white w orkers were looking fo r 
jobs.

As to income, the average 
w h ite  fa m ily  in 1950 had a year­
ly  income o f $3,813, w h ile  th a t 
o f the non-w hite  fa m ilie s  was 
on ly  $2,312. The U A W ’s charge 
that the  gap in wages has w iden­
ed since then is supported by 
the study in last week’s issue of 
the M ilita n t show ing that, the 
gap in wages in the D e tro it 
area grew  from  $1,300 in 1951 
to $1,900 in 1954.

The U A W  statem ent also 
proves th a t the h igh e r jobless 
and low er income rates fo r  
Negro w orkers are due to de lib ­
erate d isc rim in a to ry  practices 
by the employers. The M ich igan 
E m ploym ent S ecurity  Com m is­
sion in 1953 found tha t 82.6% 
o f in d u s tria l firm s specified 
“ w h ite ”  w orkers  in th e ir  job

orders. O n ly in the domestic 
and service fie lds did the agency 
find  a g rea te r w illingness to h ire  
Negroes.

T ha t th is  s itua tion  is not pe­
c u lia r to M ich igan is fu r th e r  
borne ou t by the find ings o f the  
Midwest. Com m ittee on D is c r im i­
nation in H ig h e r Learn ing . A  
digest o f th e ir  re p o rt published 
in the Lo ra in  Labor Leader o f 
J u ly  22 includes the fo llo w in g  
facts about d isc rim ina tion  aga inst 
college students in Ohio and s ix  
ne ighboring  states:

F if ty  six percent o f the  col­
leges and un ive rs ities  re p o rt d i f ­
f ic u lty  in find ing  jobs fo r  m em ­
bers o f m in o r ity  groups. A p ­
p ro x im a te ly  60% o f the college 
placement offices say they ge t 
job requests w ith  d isc rim in a to ry  
qualifications. The com m ittee 
found tha t more than h a lf o f the 
colleges accept such d is c r im in ­
a to ry  requests and a s ig n ifica n t 
number o f them ask questions 
themselves about race and re l i­
gion on th e ir  app lica tion  form s.

“ Tremendous advances,”  M r. 
Eisenhower?
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Can’t Get Gov’t 
Out of Business

By Paul Abbott

\

U.S. Flyers Revealed as Pawns 
In State Department Diplomacy

away prices. A barge line, the 
Inland Waterways Corp., was 
knocked down for $9 million. The 
Army’s chlorine plant at Muscle 
Shoals went for $15 million. 
“Other sales included a hotel, 
the Bluebeard Castle, in the V ir­
gin Islands, and an alcohol plant 
in Muscatine, Iowa.”

Then the program  ran in to  
s tum b ling  blocks. The Pentagon 
bucked g iv in g  up its  com m is­
saries and P X ’s because o f the 
need “ to increase the a ttra c tiv e ­
ness o f the m il ita ry  service as a 
career.”  The low  prices in  the 
governm ent grocery and d rug  
stores are a lu re  needed by the 
re c ru it in g  sergeant.

Even more im p o rta n t —  “ B u r­
eaucrats are re luc tan t to lose 
p a tt o f th e ir  G overnm ent em­
pires. Governm ent-em ploye un­
ions have resisted because they 
dread the loss o f jobs, and 
they ’ve had the backing o f la w ­
m akers who don’t  w a n t to see 
the fo lks  back home deprived of 
income fro m  Governm ent a c tiv ­
ities  in th e ir  areas.”

A nd so th is  year the f irs t  ses­
sion o f the 84th Congress, which 
is not exac tly  known to  advo­
cate socialism , “ tacked onto de­
fense appropria tions the unprec­
edented requirem ent th a t the 
Pentagon get the okay o f both 
House and Senate A p p ro p ria ­
tions Com m ittees before d rop­
p ing  any o f the m il i ta ry ’s busi­
ness ac tiv ities . . .”

The purpose o f th is  is p la in . 
“ The lawm akers w ant close 
sc ru tin y  o f any plans to do away 
w ith  Federal plants and pay­
ro lls  in th e ir  home d is tr ic ts .”

P R A C TIC E  A N D  T H E O R Y
F o r the Congressmen, o f 

course, th is  is on ly a practica l 
question. T hey ’re ju s t m aking  
sure no po litica l bu tte r slips 
ou t o f th e ir  hands. In  theory  
they ’re s t i l l  100% fo r  100% 
p riva te  enterprise.

The W a ll S tree t Journa l hasn’ t 
got around ye t to assessing the 
im p lica tions o f the governm ent 
g e ttin g  deeper and deeper in to 
business and o f Congressional 
reluctance to ge t the govern­
ment out o f business. Simmons 
doesn’t  say a n y th in g  about i t  
e ither. Possibly they have a good 
idea o f w h a t analysis would re ­
veal and p re fe r to rem ain s ilent.

In  business fo r  its e lf, the gov­
ernm ent adds to the general an­
archy o f the ca p ita lis t system—  
in fa c t, in tensifies the anarchy 
because o f the exten t and size 
o f its  operations. B u t the trend 
its e lf  is evidence o f the  ro tten  
ripeness o f cap ita lism  fo r  con­
version to socialism .

P riv a te  cap ita l, despite its  
power and scope, is incapable o f 
m eeting a num ber o f s w ift ly  
g ro w in g  general needs. Some o f 
these such as housing, medical 
care, schools, etc., are fe lt  by 
everyone. O thers are fe lt  p r i ­
m a rily  by the governm ent be­
cause they invo lve the general 
w a r-m ak in g  capacity th a t is the 
m a in ' concern today o f the cap­
ita l is t  class and the executives 
i t  has p u t in  p o lit ic a l office.

La ck ing  the resources o f a 
planned economy, the  U.S. gov­
ernm ent response, to certa in  
needs a t least, is to  go in  busi­
ness its e lf  —  and on a colossal 
scale.

Socialism will not come by the 
government getting more and 
more involved in business. Its 
increasing involvement, however, 
is another sign showing how 
deep and strong the current is

thetic rubber plants at give- that is moving toward socialism

By Joseph Hansen ®- 
The cap ita lis t press has sounded 

two big  themes over the release 
o f the U.S. f ly e rs  by the Mao 
reg im e: (1 ) joy  over th e ir  free ­
dom, (2 ) in d ig na tion  over the 
delay in  th e ir release and the bad 
trea tm en t they a llegedly received.

The f ir s t  theme, we may gran t, 
reflects' the emotions o f m illio ns  
o f Am ericans and we do no t need 
to -accuse the  press o f hypocrisy. 
The ind igna tion , however, is a 
d iffe re n t m atter.

The fa c t is th a t  the  State De­
pa rtm en t is responsible fo r  the 
continued incarcera tion  o f the 
men since a t least January.

T h is  s ta r t lin g  reve la tion  was 
made by Joseph A lsop A ug . 5 in 
the w ide ly  syndicated coluntn 
“ -M atter o f F act.”  T h is  is one o f 
the columns -that every im p o rta n t 
newspaper fo llow s, ye t none th a t 
I  have seen moderated its  line o f 
“ in d ig na tion ”  o r took the State 
D epartm ent to task. In  fac t, none 
o f them have seen f i t  to comment 
on the in fo rm a tio n .

A lsop says th a t ‘ ‘now i t  can be 
to ld  how the libe ra tion  o f a ll the 
fifte e n  A m erican airm en then 
held in Chinese ja ils  was te n ta ­
t iv e ly  arranged m any m onths 
ago.

“ The man who did the job was 
the Secretary - General o f the 
U n ited N ations, Dag H am m arsk­
jö ld . He made the deal w ith  the 
Chinese P rim e M in is te r Chou En- 
la i in  the course o f -his t r ip  to 
Peip ing in Janua ry .”

A ccord ing to  A lsop, the Mao 
regim e “ agreed to release the 
fly e rs  fo r th w ith  i f  th e ir  fam ilies  
were f i r s t  pe rm itted  to  v is it 
them .”

T h is  request was s im p ly  a 
“ face-saver”  tha t Peiping wanted.

V is its  fro m  the fam ilies  would 
have pe rm itte d  the Chinese gov­
ernment to announce “ th a t they 
had decided to  le t the  fly e rs  go 
In response to  th e ir  paren ts ’ 
m oving pleas fo r  m ercy.”

I f  we are to  believe A lsop —  
and there is no reason to doubt 
the accuracy o f his s e c r e t  
in fo rm a tio n  —  “ H am m arskjö ld  
brought back a positive eut-and- 
dried com m itm ent tha t th is  course 
would be fo llow ed.”

THUMBS DOWN 
W hat happened? I t  w i l l  be 

recalled th a t the Chinese govern­
m ent did in v ite  the parents to 
come to China to v is it th e ir  sons. 
F o r a few  days there was g rea t 
public hope th a t the parents 
would go. B u t the State D epart­
m ent quashed the whole th in g .

I t  did not te ll the f ly e rs ’ 
fam ilies  th a t a v is it would mean 
th e ir  release. Instead i t  s trong ly  
discouraged them fro m  accepting 
the in v ita tio n . Consequently none 
o f the fa m ilie s  defied the State 
D epartm ent —  and th e ir  sons 
stayed in Chinese ja ils .

W hy did the State Departm ent 
fo llo w  such a callous po licy ? 
Here is A lsop ’s exp lanation :

“ B u t a t th a t tim e, the Eisen­
hower ad m in is tra tion  was s t ill 
pa y in g  ve ry  g rea t deference to 
the v iew po in t th a t now seems to 
be represented on ly by the s h r ill 
and so lita ry  voice o f Sen. Joseph 
R. M cC arthy. The policy-m akers 
fe lt  tha t he lp ing  to  save the face 
o f the Peip ing governm ent m igh t 
look lik e  appeasement. They 
fu r th e r  fe l t  th a t the P e ip ing gov- 
vernm ent would make propa­
ganda hay o f the  v is its  o f the 
f ly e rs ’ fa m ilie s .”

I f  the po ss ib ility  o f the Chinese 
governm ent m aking “ propaganda

B ird s  o f a  Feather

U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles and George K. 
C. Yeh, foreign minister in dictator Chiang Kai-shek’s cabinet 
on Formosa, shake hands in Washington last December after 
signing a “mutual security” treaty. The pact formally binds 
the U.S. to defend Chiang on the island where he was driven 
by the Chinese people and symbolizes Wall Street’s long-range 
aim of smashing the new government put into office by the 
Chinese revolution.

hay”  out o f the v is its  was tha t 
m otiva ted the S tate Departm ent, 
then i t  would seem th a t W ash­
ing ton  decided to keep the flye rs  
in  ja i l  to make its  own "p ropa ­
ganda hay" out o f th e ir  p lig h t.

The more serious reason, how­
ever, appears to  have been fea r 
o f M cC arthy ’s charge o f “ ap­
peasement.”  F rom  th is  we m ust 
eonolude th a t  the b ig  concern of 
the State D epartm ent at- the tim e 
was not its  s tand ing w ith  w o rld  
op in ion bu t w ith  the op in ion o f 
the MteCarthyites. I ts  dip lom acy 
was directed no t so much toward 
o ther countries as tow ard  the 
Republican r ig h t  w ing  and the 
w ar - m ongering China lobby on 
C ap ito l H ill.

T h is  face t o f the d ip lom acy o f 
the E isenhower ad m in is tra tion  
has been -pointed out m any tim es 
in the M ilita n t. I t  exp la ins much 
about the sa b re -ra ttlin g  and in ­
flam m a to ry  declarations t h a t  
otherw ise appear to lack po litica l 
m otiva tion . ,

N O T T H E  M A JO R  P IV O T
The fac t, rem ains, however th a t 

th is  is not the whole explanation. 
The standing o f the senator from  
W isconsin is no t the m a jo r p ivo t 
on w h ich  E isenhower’s fo re ign  
po licy has.tu rned.

In  an a rtic le  in the Sept. 14, 
1953, M il ita n t  I po in ted out tha t 
the audience Dulles was most 
concerned about was the A m e r­
ican people. H is p r im a ry  problem  
as the agent o f  W a ll S treet, 
de libera te ly  p re pa ring  fo r  W orld  
W ar I I I ,  was to m obilize th is  
colossal force.

To psychologize the Am erican 
people fo r  war, Dulles m ust 
succeed in  tw o a im s: (1) in s ti ll 
hatred o f the enemy —  the coun 
tries  in the Soviet o rb it ;  (2) ap­
pear as the banner - bearer of 
peace.

In  p u rs u it o f the f i r s t  aim, the 
cold w a r was launched under

T rum an and carried  to a pa rox­
ysm in  the in te rven tion  in the 
c iv il w a r in Korea. But th is  course 
contradicted the second aim , fo r  
i t  required continued bellicose 
declarations and actions. These 
f in a lly  reached such a p itch  th a t 
A m erica  appeared in  the eyes o f 
the whole w orld  to  have stepped 
in to  the place o f Nazi Germany 
as a w ar-m aker.

The A m erican people, too, be­
came alarm ed and resistance to 
W a ll S tree t’s . course tow ard 
atom ic destruction deepened u n til

Tito Renews Ties 
With the Kremlin

By Daniel Roberts

NEW SALES TAX HITS 
WORKERS OF ILLINOIS

By A1 Simmons
CHICAGO, July 30 — Last April the workers here 

elected James Daley Democratic mayor by an over­
whelming majority. The mayor’s firs t act after election 
was to jo in  Republican G overnor® ^
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The J u ly  18 issue o f the M il i­
ta n t carried the te x t o f A lb e rt 
E in s te in ’s last message to the 

w o r l d  p leading 
fo r  the ou tlaw  of 
w ar. T h a t issue 
also made a so­
c ia lis t analysis o f 
the g re a t scien­
t is t ’s plea.

Reports are be­
g in n in g  to come 
in  f r o m  our 
agents on the 
resu lts  o f sales 
and d is tr ibu tions  

o f th a t issue to sum m er s tu­
dents on the college campuses.

H e l e n  S h e r m a n  w r ite s : 
“ Tw en ty  copies were sold a t the 
noon class-break to  summer 
school students on the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f M innesota campus. In ­
te rest was expressed, no t on ly in 
the E inste in  s ta tem ent and the 
com m entary, bu t in the general 
content o f the paper. G ray ’s 
cartoon, ‘L i t t le  Men W hat N ow ,’ 
has received special notice and 
comment here in M inneapo lis — 
w h a t a w onderfu l p ic tu re  o f the 
B ig  F ou r s itu a tio n !”

George C lement o f P h ilade l­
phia te lls  us th a t “ H e rbe rt N ew ­
e ll and Lou M o rr is  sokl e igh t 
copies o f the E ins te in  issue up 
a t Tem ple U n iv e rs ity , and We 
have already made plans fo r  
Herb and E the l Peterson to go 
back again th is  week. Lou re ­
ported th a t they had a long

discussion w ith  a whole group 
o f students who gathered around, 
and th a t a couple prom ised to 
come back again to continue the 
discussion.”

A u tom ation  is a problem  o f 
g reat w o rry , in  sp ite  o f the 
g lorious prom ises o f b igge r and 
b e tte r jobs by the p ro fit  takers. 
Helen Baker w rite s  fro m  Seat­
t le :  “ W e had a ve ry  in te res ting  
experience in our door-to-door 
w ork. W e m et a group o f people 
who are concerned about the 
outcome to the w o rk in g  class o f 
au tom ation. They were people 
who could no t find any steady 
w ork  and were e x is ting  on w ork  
fro m  the casual labo re r’s ha ll. 
W e to ld  them o f the socia list 
demand o f 30 hours w o rk  fo r  40 
hours pay and they agreed i t  
was fine, b u t was no t enough. 
W e discussed fo r  over an hour. 
We expect to go back ' armed 
w ith  new argum ents th a t we did 
not th in k  o f the f irs t  tim e. These 
w orkers had never m et w ith  so­
c ia lis t ideas before, b u t are in ­
terested in d iscussing w ith  us. 
We seem to be g iv in g  them  new 
food fo r  tho ugh t.”

Joan Jordan in fo rm s  us th a t 
in  San Francisco “ we have been 
able to sell every issue th a t has 
a Negro question headline and 
a lm ost every issue th a t has a 
fea tu re  s to ry  on the f ro n t  page 
dealing w ith  Negroes. The seg­
rega tion  and Reverend Lee is ­
sues have .gone ve ry  w e ll.”

S tra tto n  in pushing th rou gh  a 
b i-pa rtisan  tax  p rogram  th a t w ill 
cost I ll in o is  w orkers an estim ated 
$100,000,000 a year.

This p rogram  called fo r  an 
increase In the state sales ta x  o f 
Vz7r an d -the  levy o f a Chicago 
sales tax o f Vz%. So by August 
1, Chicago w orkers  had an ex tra  
1% added to th e ir  sales tax 
m aking  i t  a to ta l take o f 3% 
fo r  the c ity  and state po litic ians.

M ayo r Daley and Governor 
S tra tto n  said they needed the 
new ta x  to im prove the F ire , 
Police, School, and H ea lth  and 
'San ita tion Departm ents. T h is  is 
an old s to ry . Since 1930 w orkers 
have had to bear the burden o f 
taxes levied by both Dem ocratic 
and Republican state adm in is­
tra tions .

In  1932 when the b ig  corpor­
ations e ithe r stopped pay ing  
taxes, or pa id much less, o r be­
came delinquent because o f the 
depression, the governor, who 
was a Dem ocrat, proposed th a t 
organized labo r accept a 2% 
sales tax  as a means o f re lie f 
fo r  the unemployed.

The w orkers voted fo r  it ,  but 
the older w orkers w ill rem em ­
ber how hard it  was to  get any 
unem ploym ent re lie f a lthough 
the sales ta x  was earm arked fo r  
th is  purpose.

Since the depression, I llin o is  
has seen m any Dem ocratic and 
Republican adm in is tra tions. P o li­
tic ians  came and w ent bu t the 
sales ta x  remained. F o r 25 years 
they have been prom is ing  to use 
the money collected th rough  sales 
taxes to im prove the F ire , Po­
lice, School, H ea lth  and S an ita ­
tion  Departm ents.

T H E  RE S U LTS
Today the Chicago Police De­

pa rtm e n t is considered one o f 
the m ost vicious s trikeb reak ing  
agencies in  the country. And 
ha rd ly  a week passes by w ith o u t 
the headlines in  Chicago news­
papers exposing the g ra f t  and 
corrup tion  in  th is  departm ent.

F ires  break ou t con tinu a lly  in 
Chicago’s slums. Y e t the  F ire  
D epartm ent is i l l  equipped and 
undermanned. Hundreds o f peo­
ple lose th e ir  lives.

Schools are te r r ib ly  over­
crowded. Some schools operate 
on a s h ift  basis like  a fac to ry . 
Teachers are underpaid.

A s fo r  H ea lth  and San ita tion 
—  in some areas o f the c ity  g a r­
bage is never collected.

Now  M ayo r D a ley and Gover­
nor S tra tto n  wanted another 
$100,000,000 to  do w h a t th e ir

fo rm e r po litica l associates should 
have done 25 years ago.

LA B O R ’S S T A N D
When the leg is la tion  was s t i l l  

pending, the I ll in o is  State Fed­
era tion  o f Labor in its  weekly 
news le tte r  urged its  members 
to re jec t the sales-tax proposal 
o f Daley and ¡S tratton. They said 
the -workers bear the burden o f 
these taxes and the money is 
ra re ly  used fo r  w o rke rs ’ bene­
fits . They were so r ig h t !

F urthe rm ore , they said th a t i f  
we, the w orkers, are to be taxed, 
w hy doesn’t  the state use the 
money to increase W orkm en ’s 
Com pensation? F o r more unem ­
ploym ent compensation ? For 
h igher wages fo r  state em­
ployee«? And to help pay the 
taxes why isn ’t  a m in im um  wage 
la w  passed th a t means some­
th in g  ?

Senator James Monroe, a 
member o f the S tate Revenue 
Com m ittee, suggested to  the I l ­
lino is  S ta te  Senate tha t i f  more 
taxes are needed perhaps some 
150 sundry corpora tions in  the 
sta te  would assume th is  new b u r­
den. He was im m edia te ly  called 
to order and to ld  his proposal 
was unconstitu tiona l.

The whole tax  p rogram  o f both 
Republican and Dem ocratic ad­
m in is tra tio n s  in  I llin o is  since the 
30’s has been one o f s h ift in g  the 
taxes on the backs o f the  w o rk ­
ers and u t il iz in g  th is  source o f 
revenue to  fu r th e r  th e ir  own 
g ra f t  and corrup tion .

The ta x  p rogram  o f D a ley and 
S tra tto n  is no d iffe re n t. The 
w orkers o f I llin o is  should re ­
je c t th e ir  ta x  p rog ram  and de­
mand o f these po litic ian s  th a t 
they tax  the rich , not the poor. 
F urthe rm ore , the w orkers  should 
demand th a t tax  money be used 
fo r  the benefit o f the people, not 
to line  the pockets o f co rru p t o f­
fice-holders.

The average American earned 
about S2.300 last year, accord­
ing to the calculations of the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

The Yugoslav Communist Party is ready to renew 
relations with the Soviet Communist Party that were 
broken in 1948, when the Yugoslav CP was expelled from
the C om inform . T ito  announced®— ----------------------------------------------------
the new po licy in an in te rv iew  
Ju ly  25 made public  on A ug . 2.

Resumption o f ties between 
the two pa rties  was f irs t  p ro ­
posed by N ik ita  Khrushchev,
Secretary o f the CPSU, at the 
tim e o f his and B u lga n in ’s v is it  
to Belgrade la s t M ay.

The renew al o f p o lit ica l ties 
is one more o f a series o f moves 
in a process o f reconcilia tion 
between the S ta lin is t and the 
T ito  regim e. A no ther step in 
tha t d irection  was the pledge o f 
friendsh ip  to the Yugoslavs 
made Aug. 8 by M atyas Rakosi, 
ch ie f o f H ungary 's  Com m unist 
P arty .

This was in response to an 
a ttack T ito  had made on the 
H ungarian  and Czechoslovak CP 
leaders, in w hich he accused 
them o f not toe ing .the K rem lin  
line o f frien dsh ip  to the Y ugo­
slav governm ent. T ito  also de­
nounced them fo r  having fra m ­
ed CP members in th e ir  country 
as “ fasc is ts ”  and “ U.S. spies”  
a lleged ly w o rk in g  in co llabora­
tion  w ith  the Yugoslav govern­
ment.

Rakosi blamed these tr ia ls  on 
Gabor Peter, ch ie f o f H u n g a ry ’s 
security  police who was purged 
in M arch, 1954. Th is  dishonest 
a lib i was s im ila r to  th a t o f 
Khrushchev and B ulgan in  who 
blamed the Soviet - Yugoslav 
break pn the purged Berla.

PURGE IN  H U N G A R Y
As a fu r th e r  o ffe r  o f good 

fa ith  to  the T ito is ts , the H un­
garians are now conducting a 
purge o f persons connected w ith  
the fram e-up tr ia ls  o f Laszlo 
R a jk  and o ther alleged “ T ito - 
fascists.”  Thus the Aug. 9 N. Y.
H erald T ribu ne  reports th a t a 
day o r two a fte r  T ito  lodged his 
com pla ints aga inst the H u ng a r­
ian leaders, Caiman Czako, state 
prosecutor in the R a jk  t r ia l was 
removed fro m  Ills  post.

W hile  recem enting re la tions 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts , the Yugoslav 
leaders are weakening th e ir  m il­
ita ry  ties w ith  the U.S. govern 
m ent and the N A TO  alliance.

T ito  has suggested th a t the 
Yugoslav - Greek - T u rk  m il ita ry  
a lliance become inactive  in  qs 
much as in te rn a tio n a l tensions 
have eased. Borba, o ff ic ia l Y ugo­
slav paper, has also critic ized  
the alliance.

The T ito is ts  have announced, 
however, th a t Yugoslavia  w ill 
not re tu rn  to her pre-1948 posi­
tion  in  the C om inform  bloc. The 
T ito is ts  have demanded a sub 
s titu te  o rgan ization fo r  the Com- 
in fo rm , in which they would be 
accorded equa lity .

The stand flow s  fro m  refusal 
o f the T ito is ts  to see the Y ugo­
slav economy in tegra ted  in to  
th a t o f the Soviet bloc. The 1948 
break came because o f the re ­
sistance o f the Yugoslav govern­
m ent to a m erger which would 
have proceeded on d ic ta to ria l 
term s set by the K rem lin . This 
would have led to the oppression 
o f the Yugoslav w o rk in g  people 
fo r  the benefit o f the p riv ilege - 
hung ry ¡Soviet bureaucracy.

The Yugoslav CP leaders 
would have been transfo rm ed in ­
to mere flun keys  fo r  the S ta lin  
regim e and purged i f  no t s u f f i­
c ie n tly  com pliant.

SHO W ED IN D E P E N D E N C E
The T ito is ts  were able to re ­

sist because, un like  the leaders 
o f Com m unist pa rties  in  the rest 
o f Eastern Europe, they had a 
genuine mass fo llo w in g  among 
workers and peasants. Th is  had 
been consolidated d u rin g  the 
course o f the w a r waged against 
both Nazi occupiers and Y ugo­
slav ca p ita lis t and land lord 
qu islings. Furthe rm ore , d u rin g  
the  w a r, the Y ugoslav CP de­
veloped tra its  o f independence 
towards the K rem lin , by d isre­
ga rd ing  S ta lin ’s orders to  wage 
a pu re ly  “ p a tr io t ic ”  instead o f 
a class war.

A f te r  the 1948 break w ith  the 
K rem lin , the  T ito is ts  tu rned to 
the le ft, seeking to  d raw  the 
w o rk in g  people close to the re ­
gim e. F o r instance, they g ra n t­
ed w orkers  in  state-owned in ­
dustries the power to elect the 
fa c to ry  m anagem ent instead o f 
hav ing  i t  appointed by  the state.

The T ito is ts  also appealed fo r  
w ork ing-c lass support th ro u g h ­
ou t Europe, and, on M ay D ay 
1950, called fo r  a re v iva l o f 
w o rk in g  class in te rna tiona lism  
in the s p ir it  o f Lenin.

However, they  were never 
able to  overcome th e ir  tra in in g  
in  S ta lin is t opportunism . They

T IT O

soon shrank fro m  the conse­
quences o f fo llo w in g  a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  po licy, fe a rin g  th a t i t  
would b rin g  down on th e ir  
heads the w ra th  o f U.S. im per­
ia lism  as w e ll as the K rem lin .

They had no real confidence 
in the course o f lin k in g  th e ir 
own f ig h t to the w orld-w ide 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism . They set­
tled fo r  the perspectives o f 
bu ild ing  a “ unique”  brand o f 
“ socialism ”  w ith in  the lim ite d  
confines o f econom ically back­
ward Yugoslavia —  thus reshap­
ing  the reactionary S ta lin is t 
concept o f b u ild in g  “ socialism  
In one cou n try ”  to th e ir  own 
purposes.

They reneged on th e ir  pledge 
to the w o rk in g  class no t to 
trade p o lit ica l p rinc ip les fo r  
economic aid fro m  the U .S . gov­
ernm ent and lined up on the 
side o f the UN  when th a t body 
endorsed T ru m a n ’s counter-rev­
o lu tio na ry  “ police action”  in  
Korea.

The T ito is ts  now hope to take 
advantage o f  the re la tio n  o f in ­
te rna tiona l tensions to ob ta in  
jconomic aid fro m  both sides. 
For i t  they undertake fu r th e r  
be traya ls o f M a rx is t princ ip les.

They hope by s k il lfu l maneuv­
e ring  to develop th e ir economy 
along the lines o f nationalized 
property , to guarantee com forts 
and p riv ileges fo r  the ru lin g  
bureaucratic layers, and a t the 
same tim e to avoid economic 
forced marches which would 
s tra in  the re la tionsh ip  o f the 
regime w ith  both w orkers and 
peasants to the b reaking po in t.

In  re tu rn  fo r  an end to the 
C om inform  blockade on Y ugo­
slavia, and a recogn ition o f its  
independent status as a w o rkers ’ 
state the T ito is ts  are p a in tin g  
up the “ new Soviet leaders”  as 
men genu ine ly concerned w ith  
lib e ra liz in g  the monstrous S ta l­
in is t d ic ta to rsh ip  and b u ild in g  
socialism.

Thus, T ito  has procla im ed th a t 
Khrushchev and Bulgan in  are 
ready to accept d iffe re n t social­
is t countries on a basis o f equal­
ity  and have abandoned S ta lin ’s 
a ttitud e  towards th ^  sa te llite  
states as a resu lt o f th e ir  ex­
perience w ith  Yugoslavia.

R O LE FOR T IT O
These pronouncements are de­

signed to help the K re m lin  die-, 
ta to rs  eope w ith  deep mass un­
rest in  the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe grow ing  out o f 
th e ir bu reaucratic  rule.

A t  the same tim e, the T ito is ts  
are care fu l no t to cu t a ll ties 
w ith  U jS. im peria lism , which, 
fo r  its  p a r t does no t w ant to 
see Y ugoslavia  absorbed in a 
m il ita ry  agreem ent w ith  the 
K rem lin .

To keep a live  his re la tions in  
th a t d irection, T ito  has praised 
the “ peaceful in ten tions”  o f the 
U.S. governm ent and declared 
fo r  its  benefit th a t “ K a r l M arx  
could no t have foreseen the 
state o f cap ita lism  in the U n ited  
States tod ay" and th a t “ a col­
lapse o f cap ita lism  there was 
ha rd ly  lik e ly .”

Escape the heat --------
Have an ideal vacation-------

Mountain Spring Camp
R.D. #1 Washington, N . J.

Interracial —  Moderate Rates —  Excellent Food 
Swimming —  Other Sports —  Recreation

Book - A - Month 
Plan

August Selection

The Bending Cross
A BIOGRAPHY 

OF EUGENE 
VICTOR DEBS

By Ray Ginger
Published at $5.00 

Special August price

$1.00
(plus 15c. mailing charge) 

Payments must accompany 
order 

•
PIONEER PUBLISHERS  

116 University Place 
New York 3, New York

Did you know that the biggest capitalist outfit in the 
country is the government? I  mean an outfit like Chrysler 
or Standard Oil or Woolworth’s. And did you know that
fo r  a ll the ta lk  about g e ttin g ® -------------------------------------------------------
the governm ent out o f business,
Congress is b lock ing any b ig - 
scale action ?

Some in te res tin g  fac ts  about 
th is  are given by H e n ry  T. S im ­
mons in  the Aug. 8 W a ll S treet 
Jou rna l. Accord ing to  h im , “ no­
body knows the exact num ber o f 
the G overnm ent’s in d iv idua l bus i­
ness a c tiv itie s .”  B ut the Hoover 
Commission recently  estim ated 
th a t “ the Defense Departm ent 
alone is conducting 2,500 • com­
m erc ia l and in d u s tr ia l opera­
tions.”  I t  figured the cap ita l in ­
vestm ent a t $15 b illion .

The Council of State Cham­
bers of Commerce, in an earlier 
study, “fixed the total capital 
investment in all Government 
business-type facilities at more 
than $30 billion, equal to the 
total net worth of 29 of the na­
tion’s biggest corporations.”

Even th is  trem endous figu re  
m ay be low, since, Simmons de­
clares, “ Some ind iv idua ls  have 
guessed the figu re  a t more than 
$40 b illio n .”

COFFEE ROASTING TOO
Governm ent business a c tiv itie s  

include such varied ventures as 
a irlines , steamship lines, he lium  
p lan ts, laundries, bakeries, g ro ­
cery chains, scrap m eta l process­
ing , d ry  c leaning p lan ts, ice 

. p lan ts, tree  and garden nurseries, 
re p a ir shops, acetylene plants as 
w i l l  as rope and pa in t m aking 
and coffee roasting .

W ith  a $17 m illio n  investm ent, 
the governm ent has a m onopoly 
in  he lium  production ; and o f ­
fic ia ls  have ju s t announced plans 
to expand production 50% 
th rough  a new p la n t th a t w ill 
cost $6 m illio n .

The Hoover Commission re ­
vealed th a t the m il ita ry  depart­
m ent m a in ta ins fo u r  flee ts  o f 
transp o rt a irc ra f t  to ta lin g  697 
planes. These hauled 3.9 m illio n  
passengers las t year.

And, says Simmons, “ The 
N a v y ’s M il i ta ry  Sea T ransport 
Service operated 221 ships las t 
year, m aking  i t  the w o rld ’s 
la rgest com m ercial steamship 
fle e t.”  T h is  f le e t hauled tw o  m il­
lion  passengers and 23 m illio n  
tons o f cargo la s t year. N o t 
cou n tin g  depreciation, in te rest, 
m il ita ry  pay, etc., its  opera ting  
costs fo r  the year were $549 
m illio n .

O f the Defense D epartm ent’s 
48 sh ipyards, 32 have been 
leased to p riva te  operators, but 
the 10 ac tive ly  operated by the 
N avy  “ employ close to h a lf  o f 
a ll the na tion ’s sh ipyard w o rk ­
ers.”

In  the grocery business, the 
Defense D epartm ent operates 
438 commissaries a t home and 
abroad. “ Last year, the m il ita ry  
commissaries rang up $306 m il­
lion  in  sales”

The “ P X ’s," corresponding to 
neighborhood d ru g  stores, are 
even more widespread. The 450 
in the U jS. and about 2,700 over­
seas, sold some $540 m illio n  
w o rth  o f sundries and durable 
goods la s t year, in c lud ing  even 
automobiles.

Businessmen, always on the 
lookout fo r  a fa s t buck, have 
complained b it te r ly  about th is  
s t i f f  com petition  inasm uch as 
the governm ent m ark up ranges 
on ly 3.6% to  5% above cost. In  
response to  the com pla ints, both 
Democrats and Republicans have 
prom ised again and again to get 
the governm ent out o f business.

Some real deliveries were made 
on these promises. The govern­
ment dumped 24 of its 27 syn-

it became a major factor in 
politics. The psychologizing of the 
American people for war was 
turning into its opposite. It be­
came imperative to make a big 
shift toward waving the olive i 
branch.

McCa r t h y i t e  f a s c is m
M eanwhile, however, the hate- 

communism propaganda and the 
accom panying w itch  hu n t had 
fostered a new force —  Mc­
C a rth y ite  fascism . T h is  move­
ment, genera ting  a power o f its  
own, blocked any ab rup t tu rn  and 
had to be pu t in its  place f ir s t .

Thus we witnessed the pa ra ­
doxical phenomena o f the E isen­
hower ad m in is tra tion  tu rn in g  to ­
ward a d ip lom acy o f “ peace”  
w h ile repeatedly se ttin g  o f f  sen­
sational w a r scares to appease 
the M cC arthy ite  m ovem ent as i t  
worked to lock th is  h o rro r in the 
closet. The unde rly ing  logic of 
the s itua tion , however, enabled us 
to d iscount the sensational scares 
and co rre c tly  p re d ic t w ha t would 
happen w ith  E isenhower’s fo re ign  
po licy.

The new course is now w e ll 
under w ay and we may expect i t  
to continue fo r  some tim e, no 
m a tte r w hat its  m ino r oscilla tions 
m ay be .

A lsop cla im s th a t the “ log ja m ”  
in re la tions  between China and 
A m erica  was broken by an 
u ltim a tum  from  the Mao reg im e : 
E ith e r a m eeting a t the ambas­
sadorial level, in  which case the 
fly e rs  would be released, or 
Chinese forces would move a t once 
to free Quemoy and M atsu fro m  
CbLang K a i-shek’s garrisons. Th is 
th rea t, says A lsop, forced D ulles ’ 
hand.

T h a t is a possible exp lanation 
fo r  the tim in g  o f the present con­
ference a t Geneva, b u t more lik e ly  
i t  s im p ly  coincides w ith  the 
tim in g  the State D epartm ent had 
already decided upon in  re la tio n  
to the previous conference a t 
Geneva w ith  Moscow’s representa­
tives.

A lsop is correct in m y opin ion, 
however, in  his conclusion tha t 
“ W h a t is  now happening in 
Geneva can on ly  be a beg inn ing .”
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Moroccan People Answer the "Ratissage”

Wilson Does It Again
Charles E. Wilson, U.S. Defense Sec­

retary, has won a reputation for candid­
ness. On occasion he says what he and his 
fellow members of the U.S. ruling class 
really think, even when the others don’t  
believe that these thoughts should be 
voiced in public.

Now Wilson tells the country that 
Geneva or no Geneva, the Eisenhower ad­
ministration will continue to prepare for 
war. Asked at a news conference on Aug. 
9, whether the new Soviet “ verbal cor­
diality” might justify  some relaxation of 
the arms budget, Wilson replied “ I 
wouldn’t  think so.”

He didn’t believe that planning of U.S. 
armed forces should be based on short­
term factors such as “ apparent changes 
in, propaganda”  or “ wishful thinking at 
home.”

“ The United States must maintain a 
reasonable posture of defense or m ilitary 
strength for the long pull,”  he said and 
added that the arms budgets would reflect 
long-term trends in the world.

Now these remarks do not accord at all 
with the sweet music about peace con­
tained in Eisenhower’s and even Dulles’ 
recent declamations. But that’s Wilson for 
you. He speaks right out where others 
won’t. Or almost so. For, of course, not 
even Wilson is going to be candid enough 
to say: “ We, the men of Big Business, are 
still hell-bent for World War III. We are

stymied for the time being because the 
Soviet bloc has matched our strength.

“ But our m ilitary preparations are 
designed to put us ahead once again. And 
then we’ll roll. In the meantime our peace 
propaganda will mask our war prepara­
tions. They might even win for us a 
reputation for seeking peace, which we 
will turn to good advantage in lining up 
support for our side.”

I f  Wilson had said all that he would 
have surpassed himself for bluntness. He 
also would have told the whole truth. For 
Big Business is driven on the road to war 
by an insatiable greed for profits. I t  seeks 
ever to expand. Its aim is to subdue the 
entire world and reorganize it  to provide 
markets and fields of investment.

These aims determine the “ long pull” 
to World War I I I  for which Charles Wil­
son, U.S. Big Business “ Defense” Sec­
retary, is preparing.

Though Wilson was not as candid as he 
could have been, what he said about being 
guided by the long pull and not being 
swayed by “ changes in propaganda” is in­
structive for the working people.

They, too, must not succumb to wishful 
thinking about possibilities of lasting 
peace under capitalism. They, too, must 
adopt a policy based on the long term 
trends.

That means to persevere in the class 
struggle for socialism, which alone can 
bring genuine peace to the world.

The Petition of the 73
We welcome the action taken this week 

by the 73 educators, clergymen and writers 
who petitioned Eisenhower to call off 
further Smith Act trials.

This action coupled with the resistance 
in the entertainment industry to the witch 
hunt, the nation-wide indignation at the 
Navy’s action in the Landy case, and other 
developments, are signs that a little of the 
elementary courage that is supposed to be 
our American heritage is returning.

We must note, however, that the letter 
makes no reference to the continued 
punishment of Smith Act victims who have 
already served prison sentences. While the 
73 rightly deplore indictments, under the 
Smith Act “ membership clause,”  of leaders 
of the Communist Party who have already 
served one prison sentence, their letter 
fails to mention the civil rights arbitrarily 
denied men and women who 'have been 
convicted and served time under this 
thoi\ght-c.ontrol law.

To this day the firs t victims of the 
Smith Act, the leaders of the Socialist 
Workers Party wdio were convicted in 1941, 
cannot vote, cannot hold office nor enjoy 
a number of other basic rights. From a 
legal point of view these socialist fighters 
and leaders have been made permanent 
pariahs.

I t  would have greatly strengthened the 
petition to the President, in our opinion, 
had the 73 included the demand that civil 
rights be restored to all victims of the 
Smith Act.

An even more serious flaw in the peti­
tion is the fact that the case against the

Smith Act is pleaded in part by reference 
to the “ easing of tensions in other fields.”

Are we to believe then that basic civil 
liberties hinge on the current line of the 
State Department? Is this letter suggest­
ing that should the cold war become hotter 
the government has justification for its 
prosecutions and persecutions?

The right to think, to speak and to ad­
vocate are neither gifts of the government 
nor small change issues dependent on the 
current needs of the State Department. To 
suggest compromise on these rights is to 
make a fatal concession to those who would 
destroy them. — - -

The 73 men and women who signed the 
petition are sincerely alarmed, we be­
lieve, at the inroads the witch hunt has 
made into the pattern of American life. 
They want to act in defense of our demo­
cratic tradition.

But we are firm ly convinced that this 
defense cannot gain full effectiveness 
until a stand is made on the basis of firm  
principle.

That means fighting for the restoration 
of the civil rights of all Smith Act victims. 
I t  means opposing any more Smith Act 
trials. It  means fighting for repeal of this 
witch hunt legislation. I t  means, above all, 
rejecting the reactionary view that State 
Department diplomatic needs transcend in 
importance the Bill of Rights.

In the absence of such a clear and un­
compromising stand, the defense move­
ment can become lost in meaningless 
debate over whether or not the present 
international climate permits relaxation of 
police measures against minority political 
parties.

Time to Prepare
U.S. capitalism, doped up with arma­

ment spending, is walking on clouds. The 
stock market is booming, profits are sky- 
high, there is fu ll employment for every­
body except the unemployed, and there 
aren’t enough of them to cause the Big 
Business government any real worry. I f  
you read the papers you may believe you 
never had it  so good.

But the corollary of the picture presented 
by the Big Business press is that things 
are so good they can’t improve. How can 
you improve on perfection? Therefore, at 
the best, things can only continue as they 
are or go down. For working people a 
downturn means one thing above all — 
unemployment, too many workers and too 
few jobs.

Therefore a wise step for the labor 
movement in today’s boom would be to 
prepare for the inevitable downturn (we 
don’t  want to use the more frightening 
term, depression). The best preparation 
would be getting the 30-hour week at 40- 
hours pay. That would mean 25% more 
jobs in a period of joblessness.

Nor would it  be mere protection against 
future unemployment. I t  would be a real 
substantial gain for workers in the present 
period of booming production. Ten hours 
a week more for workers to get away from 
the speedup, the tension, the foremen and 
supervisors, would be a trade-union gain 
comparable to the winning of the 8-hour 
day in the past.

I t  would mean more time for leisure, 
fun, culture. I t  would give the working 
mother more time to do her second job —

shopping, housecleaning, bringing up the 
children. There can be no argument about 
it, the 30-hour week is desirable now and 
necessary for the future — when the 
bloom fades o ff capitalist prosperity.

But there is another important factor 
which makes 30-for-40 not only desirable 
now but of immediate bread-and-butter 
urgency. That is automation — the in­
troduction of a whole new series of ma­
chines and mechanical-electronic systems 
that causes mass layoffs of workers in 
the midst of fu ll production.

For example, in the telephone industry 
last year almost 20,000 switchboard oper­
ators lost their jobs to automation. This 
was no putting down in service; on the 
contrary, while the 20,000 operators were 
being kicked out, the number of telephones 
in this country increased by two million. 
The telephone industry today is 83% 
mechanized. The monopoly now has plans 
on the drawing board for 95% mechaniza­
tion and more lay-offs.

The CIO Communications Workers of 
America, at its recent convention, had to 
face the threat of automation. I t  came up 
with a fa irly conservative answer: the 
1955 bargaining demand for a 35-hour 
week with no reduction in pay.

This is only a half step. On thè basis 
of its own experience, the CWA should 
have demanded a 30-hour week at full 
40-hours pay. And, recognizing that the 
problem is not simply the problem of thè 
communication workers, i t  should have 
called on the whole labor movement to 
make the winning of this demand the next 
big goal in labor’s struggle.

By George Lavan
(L a s t o f a series.)

French im p e ria lism ’s repres­
sions fo llo w in g  Moroccan labo r’s 
one-day s tr ik e  in  1952 le ft  but 
one pro-independenco voice un ­
im prisoned o r unexiled. That was 
the voice o f the Sultan, Sidi 
Mohammed Ben Youssef.

Though the French “ pro tec­
to rs ”  o f the no m ina lly  indepen­
dent kingdom  o f Morocco had 
taken by force a ll the rea l powers 
o f the Sultan, they had kep t the 
m onarchy as a figurehead. As 
the n a tio n a lis t movem ent grew, 
Sultan Mohammed Ben Youssef 
ceased to act as a French puppet 
and aligned h im se lf w ith  the 
Is tiq la l (Independence) P arty . 
Thus was un ited w ith  modern 
na tiona lism  a ll the h is to rica l 
tra d itio n s  o f Moroccan indepen­
dence fo r  1,000; years before the 
French im p e ria lis ts  took over.

The s itua tion  was em barassing 
fo r  the French P rotecto rate o f ­
fic ia ls  and in fu r ia te d  the w ea lthy 
French settle rs (colons). Ben 
Youssef’s p o p u la r ity  w ith  the 
masses increased as he came out 
fo r  trade un ionism , con s titu tio n ­
al m onarchy, free  education and 
o ther lib e ra l re form s. In  a way 
Ben Youssef’s ro le in the M oroc­
can s trugg le  rem inds one o f the 
ro le o f Mossadegh in  Iran . 
Though not ro y a lty , he, too, was 
a g rea t feudal landow ner who 
embraced the n a tion a lis t move­
m ent and certa in  reform s.

W ith  his roya l person beyond 
touch, the libe ra l Sultan, in  the 
period o f the French repression, 
sym bolized to the masses, in 
every pub lic  appearance and act, 
the na tio n a lis t movement. M ore­
over, his resources and the pa l­
ace establishm ent probably were 
used to help the underground 
Is tiq la l leaders.

F A K E  R E V O LT
In  A ugust 1953 the French im ­

pe ria lis ts  pu t an end to the s itu ­
ation. They staged a fake  revo lt 
o f the Moroccan people, insta lled 
a new “ S u ltan ,”  and arrested 
and exiled Mohammed Ben Yous­
sef.

The new “ S u ltan”  Ben A ra fa  
is un ive rsa lly  hated in Morocco 
as a q u is ling ; and Sultan Ben 
Youssef, whom the F rench have 
im prisoned on an island in the 
South Pacific, is a na tiona l hero. 
The mere m ention o f Ben A ra fa ’s 
name in  the public prayers (the 
Sultan in Morocco is not on ly 
k in g -h u t head -o f the church) is 
enough to em pty the mosques.

To meet the ¡public hatred which 
the rem oval o f the leg itim a te  
S ultan had so increased, the 
French ru le rs  stepped up th e ir 
m il ita ry  operations. N o t a day 
has passed since then w ith ou t 
k il lin g s  by the French.

B u t the Moroccan people have 
fough t back w ith  p o lit ic a l assas­
sinations, arson, bom bings, de­
ra ilm en t o f tra in s  and o ther acts 
o f re ta lia tio n . T h e ir  ch ie f v ic ­
tim s are the qu is lings —  M oroc­
cans who have sold themselves 
as police, detectives, in fo rm ers , 
etc.

JE W S  S UPPO RT S TR U G G LE
A ltho ug h  Z ion ism , in  its  b lind  

a n ti-A ra b  chauvinism  and power­
p o lit ic k in g  fo r  Is rae l, opposes 
Moroccan independence, the la rge  
Jew ish m in o r ity  in  Morocco does 
no t go along w ith  th is  reaction­
a ry  po licy. There are some 300,- 
000 Moroccan Jews, and p ro m i­
nent among the Signers o f p e ti­
tions fo r  the re tu rn  o f the Sul­
tan are leaders o f the Jewish 
com m unities. M oreover, the im ­
pe ria lis ts  have arrested, to rtu re d  
and m urdered m any Jews fo r  
th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the inde­
pendence s trugg le .

The fe ro c ity  o f the French 
repression may be gathered 
fro m  an account o f a ratissage 
(ra k in g  opera tion ) which the 
French au tho ritie s  allowed an 
Am erican correspondent to w i t ­
ness. I t  took place on the m orn­
in g  o f the greatest Moslem feast 
day ( lik e  C hristm as in  the U.S.) 
in P o rt Lyau tey. Here is the 
descrip tion rep o rte r F rank  W hite  
cabled T im e m agazine a fte r  the 
m edina (M oroccan section) o f 
the c ity  had been surrounded by 
French troops on A ug ust 9, 
1954.

“ Policemen, w o r k i n g  w ith  
maps, s p lit  the medina in to  a 
h a lf dozen sectors. Then, the 
legionnaires, w o rk in g  system a­
tic a lly , began b reak ing  down the 
doors o f every house. Once a 
door was smashed, in w ent the 
goum iers [B e rbe r troops] and 
drove ou t every male, except 
sm all boys. W omen cried out in 
te rro r, and were beaten back 
w ith  clubs o r gun bu tts .

FORM  G A U N T L E T
"O n top o f a low  h il l in P o rt 

Lya u tey ’s medina is a dusty 
sheep m arke t. Legionnaires drove 
the A ra b  men there and herded 
them under the muzzle o f a P a t­
ton tank . A  dozen policemen 
form ed a gaun tle t, s ix on e ither 
side. One by one, the Arabs 
were th ru s t fo rw a rd , each w ith  
his hands on his head.

“  ‘Emtrez done, M onsieur,’ said 
a reserve police colonel. ‘The 
session is about to begin.’ He 
sm iled broad ly, then h it  a m id ­
dle-aged A rab  w ith  h is r ig h t  fist, 
below the be lt. A s  the A ra b

w ent down, the colonel kneed him  
in the gro in . The A rab  tr ie d  to 
ge t up; another cop caught him 
across the ja w  w ith  a club. 
Down w ent the A ra b  and: the 
next cop kicked h im , tw ice. He 
go t up again and ran in to  the 
arm s o f s t i l l  another policeman, 
who poked him  in to  a s it t in g  po­
sition w ith  a muzzle o f a ca r­
bine.

“ A ltoge the r, more than 20,000 
Arabs were routed ou t o f th e ir 
homes to ru n  the ga un tle t tha t 
day. S lugg ing, c lubbing and beat­
in g  th a t many men is an ex­
hausting  job, so the police spe ll­
ed one another. . .

“ The ga un tle t was on ly a be 
g inn ing . A f te r  the y  had run 
i t  . . . each man was placed in a 
long line. The lin e  shu ffled  past 
a s ix -foo t pasha, who wore brown 
checked pants and a blue sports 
coat. A  gesture, a s lig h t shove 
fro m  the pasha, and an A rab  
was pushed in to  one o f the two 
groups. . . . Before the day was 
done, (i,000 men, inc lud ing  most 
o f those between 17 and 25, had 
been herded in to  the suspect 
group.

“ They were loaded in to  cement 
trucks  and hauled o f f  to ja il.  As 
they went, th e ir  wom enfo lk came 
pushing ou t o f the houses,

Exchange In fo rm a tio n  and  G ifts

the N a tiona l Resistance Move­
ment, based p r im a r ily  on the 
w o rk ing  class. A n o th e r is the 
fo rm a tio n  o f the Un ion M arocain 
du T ra v a il (U n ion  o f Moroccan 
Labo r). In  the fo rm a tio n  o f th is  
labor federa tion  the Moroccan 
workers were aided by the A F L  
and CIO , whose w illingness  to 
help is in  a la rge  measure in ­
spired by fe a r th a t the Moroccan 
labor w ill go com m unist.

T H E IR  D IL E M M A
French im peria lism  is con­

fronted w ith  a d ilem m a in M o r­
occo. The te rro r  used up to now 
has fa ile d  to smash the indepen­
dence strugg le . C a p ita lis t p o lit i­
cians in France w aver between 
em ploying g rea te r force or 
g ra n tin g  manor p o lit ic a l conces­
sions to lu ll the n a tona lis t move­
ment. T h is  la tte r  po licy  appears 
to be w o rk in g  te m p o ra rily  in 
Tun is ia . There a few  p o litica l 
concessions —  fa r  fro m  rea l in ­
dependence —  s p lit the na tiona l­
is t movem ent in h a lf. Can th is  
be done in Morocco ?

One o f thg  b igges t obstacles is 
the co lon ia l-fasc is t F rench in  
Morocco its e lf. These landowners 
and cap ita lis ts  oppose the s lig h t­
est concessions. T h e ir  assassin­
ation gangs have k ille d  not on ly 
Is tiq la l leaders bu t French set­
tle rs  who suggested th a t to save 
French economic con tro l some 
po litica l concessions should be 
made.

W hatever French im p e ria lism  
may decide on as its  next tac tic , 
Am erican w orkers should g ive 
unqualified support to the M oroc­
can people in th e ir  demand th a t 
the French im p e ria lis t “ pro tec­
to rs ”  ge t out and le t the M oroc­
can people decide th e ir  fo rm  o f 
governm ent in complete indepen­
dence.

U.S. fa rm er W illia m  Lam bert receives bread and sa lt, 
tra d itio n a l symbols o f peace and friendsh ip , from  L. I \  Omish- 
chcnko, oldest member o f collective fa rm  near Odessa. A t  
bottom , young M ike Moser, gives prim e Iow a ham to A lexander 
T u lupn ikov, to u rin g  U.S. fa rm  be lt w ith  Soviet delegation. 
Under a socialist U.S. and dem ocratic w orkers ’ reg im e in Russia 
exchange v is its  would be m ore than d ip lom atic  moves. They 
would be a reg u la r fea tu re  in a program  o f m utua l aid.

. . .  ASSAIL PENTAGON
(Continued from  page 1)

would show he was no “ secu rity  
r is k .”  The N avy gumshoes gave 
him  to understand th a t every­
th in g  was a ll r ig h t.  Then on 
graduation  eve, he was in form ed 
th a t he would not ge t a com­
mission.

N avy o ffic ia ls  in  W ashington, 
D.C., questioned by reporters, 
said th a t the denial o f La nd y ’s 
commission was “ a considered 
action by the N avy ,”  and th a t 
inves tiga tion  had revealed th a t 
Landy was “ extrem e ly  close to 
his m other and she. has been a 
Com m unist.”

S tanding disconsolate ly by 
w h ile  his classmates received 
th e ir  commissions as ensigns, 
young Landy was fe a rfu l fo r  his 
fu tu re . He had won a scholar­
ship to  Yale Law  School. W ould 
th is , too, now be w ith d ra w n  be­
cause o f his association w ith  h is 
m other? M oreover, should Landy 
be d ra fted  in to  the A rm y , his 
m other’s past p o litica l a f f i l ia ­
tion  w ould, under cu rre n t A rm y  
procedure, mean th a t a t the end 
o f h is service he would get an 
undesirable discharge o r a t best 
a general discharge, b u t in  no 
case an honorable discharge, no 
m a tte r how w e ll he had per­
form ed his duties.

I t  was th is  po licy th a t N o r­
man Thomas, Rowland W atts  
and Kenneth B irkhead demanded 
th a t the A rm y  repudiate. Thom ­
as declared th a t in p u ttin g  “ d is ­
lo y a lty ”  tags on the  v ic tim ized  
G I’s the A rm y  was m ak ing  it  
im possible fo r  them to ge t jobs 
a fte r  they were discharged. He 
im p lied  th a t th is  w itch  hunt 
reached its  present p itch  when 
the top brass cap itu la ted to Sen­
a to r M cC arthy and his in v e s ti­
gators, Roy Cohn and David 
Sehlne, a yea r ago.

Rowland W atts , Executive D i­
recto r o f the W orkers- Defense 
League, presented a 251-page 
analysis o f 110 cases o f draftees 
accused by the A rm y  o f “ sub­
vers ive”  be lie fs and associations 
p r io r  to th e ir  induction.

The charges, la rg e ly  based on 
the secret tes tim ony o f “ face­
less in fo rm e rs ,”  were in  m any 
cases o f a fa n ta s tic  na ture. Thus 
one GI was accused o f having 
belonged to the A m erican Youth  
fo r  Dem ocracy when he was 
e igh t years old. A no ther a llega­
tio n  against him  was th a t he 
closely associated w ith  his m o th ­
er, a lleged ly  a m ember o f the 
C om m unist P a rty , and corres­
ponded w ith  her.

World Events

A no ther dra ftee  was charged 
w ith  the fo llo w in g : “ You have 
a fa th e r who is reported to have 
said tha t i f  communism offered 
an v th in g  good he would accept 
i t . ”

In  the 110 cases cited by 
W a tts  on ly  14 involved charges 
th a t d ra ftees themselves had be­
longed to  the Com m unist P a rty . 
In  the o ther cases charges ra n g ­
ed fro m  m em bership in socia list 
organ izations, association w ith  
re la tives, reading a copy o f the 
D a ily  W orke r, down to  ta k in g  
the  a n ti- fre e  enterprise position 
in a high-school debate.

T H O U G H T  CENSOR
W a tts  asserted th a t the 

tho ugh t-con tro l discharge po licy 
meant, in  e ffec t, th a t the  A rm y  
had assumed the ro le o f censor 
over a ll A m erican young men 
fro m  the ages o f 15 to  30. F u r ­
therm ore, he declared i t  m a in ­
tained th is  po litica l censorship 
fo r  six add itiona l years w h ile  
they were in  the  reserves.

W hile  those G I’s who are 
given undesirable discharges lose 
a ll veterans’ benefits, even those 
who are given general discharges 
lose state benefits  inc lud ing  
bonuses. In  some cases the A rm y  
has not decided on the type o f 
discharge to be given a fte r  
m onths o f review  by o ffic ia ls . 
W a tts  adduced evidence th a t the 
A rn \y  had denied hearings to 
dra ftees; im prisoned them w ith ­
ou t t r ia l ;  and had imposed pun­
ishm ents w ith o u t tr ia l.  He de­
manded th a t i f  the A rm y  d ra fts  
a man it  g ive h im  a discharge 
based solely on the cha racter o f 
his service.

A rm y  Secretary B rucke r’s sole 
comment at the end o f the ses­
sion was: “ The m a tte r w i l l  be 
studied by competent people. I 
th in k  the system we have now 
is w o rk ing  w e ll but I  have an 
open mind on the question,”

The W orkers Defense League 
is a non-partisan legal aid so­
c ie ty  fo r  the defense o f po litica l, 
labor and m in o r ity  r ig h ts . I t  
played a leading ro le in the M ax 
Shachtman passport case. A 
num ber o f its  top o ffic ia ls  are 
iden tified  w ith  the Socia list P a rty  
o r New Y o rk ’s L ib e ra l P arty . 
I t  g re a tly  stresses its  an ti-Com - 
m unism . Rowland W atts , its  
Executive D irec to r, is an ac­
knowledged legal expert on the 
A rm y ’s discharge po licy. H is  re ­
search on th is  subject was in 
p a r t  made possible by a g ra n t 
fro m  the Fund fo r  the  Republic.

T H A T  P R E S ID E N T  A R M A S  
OF G U A T E M A L A , puppet o f 
the U.S. S ta le  D epartm ent, is 
personally involved in the gov­
e rnm ent’s g ra in  scandal was re ­
vealed by a le f t is t  u n ive rs ity  
students’ weekly, E l Estud iante . 
The paper charged th a t Com­
m ercia l Guatem alteca, S.A. had 
recen tly  paid $25,000 to A rm as. 
The paper gave the num ber o f 
the check. The company is on 
t r ia l ,  charged by the M in is te r o f 
F inance w ith  speculating in 
corn im ports  du rin g  a grave 
sca rc ity  th a t has sent the corn 
index sky rocke ting  fro m  211 to 
295 in a few  m onths’ tim e. Corn 
im ported by the com pany was 
not on ly sold a t exo rb ita n t 
prices b u t was teem ing w ith  
weevils and u n fit  fo r  human 
consum ption, the m in is te r cha rg ­
ed.

*  *  *

T H E  JA P A N E S E  G O V E R N ­
M E N T  has taken the f irs t  steps 
w ith  representatives o f the C h i­
nese People’s Republic to nego­
tia te  re p a tria tio n  o f Japanese 
na tionals held in China. L ike  the 
fo rm u la  fo r  the U.S.-China ta lks , 
th is  is meant as a prelude fo r  
more im p o rta n t questions, w ith  
trade h igh on the agenda. The 
Japanese governm ent does not 
recognize the People’s Republic. 
I t  m a inta ins o ffic ia l d ip lom atic  
re la tions w ith  the Chiang K a i- 
shek reg im e on Formosa.

*  *  *

R IG H T  A N D  L E F T -W IN G  
S O C IA L IS T S  IN  J A P A N  have 
denounced a governm ent appeal 
th a t urges the people to  support 
U.S. a ir  bases. The Socia lists 
said the announcement was 
“ sym bolic o f P rem ier Hatoya.- 
m a’s rearm am ent po licy .”  Jap ­
anese w orkers  and fa rm ers  have 
protested extending runw ays dT 
e x is ting  U.S. a ir  fields, because 
th is  cuts in to  fa rm e rs ’ lands 
and also would p e rm it a irc ra f t  
c a rry in g  atom ic bombs to op­
erate fro m  the s trips . The pop­
u la r opposition to the bases is 
so intense, says W illia m  J. Jo r- 
den in the Aug. 6 N .Y . Times, 
th a t “ in at least one case the. 
citizens fo rc ib ly  prevented su r­
veyors fro m  w o rk in g  and com­
pelled them  to leave the area.

S it-down s trikes  and pro test 
marches have become common, 
usua lly  supported by union 
groups from  near-by towns.”

*  *  *

P O LIS H  P E A S A N T S  receive 
on ly fro m  one-quarter to one- 
th ird  o f free m a rke t price fo r  
th e ir  products fro m  the govern- 
pient. State a u tho ritie s  f ix  com­
pu lsory de live ry  quotas and 
prices. The peasants m ay sell 
a ll products over th e ir  quotas a t 
the free  m arke t price, bu t on ly 
the richest collectives manage 
to produce a surp lus. A ccord ing 
to the A ug . 6 C h ris tian  Science 
M on ito r, the free  m arke t price 
o f wheat is 315 z lo tys  fo r  a 
hundred-w eight, b u t the state 
pays on ly  102 z lo tys fo r  it .  
Quotas are so high th a t peasants 
w ith  dw arf-s ize  ho ld ings m ust 
o ften buy e x tra  products to meet 
them . T h is also leads to sho rt­
ages o f g ra in  fo r  ra is ing  liv e ­
stock, hence a m eat shortage in 
the country . On the o ther hand 
the state sells a g r ic u ltu ra l p ro ­
ducts a t an exo rb ita n t price to 
c ity  w orkers  so th a t 75% o f 
urban ite  income goes fo r  food. 
In  th is  w ay the reg im e takes 
care o f a ve ry  la rge po rtion  o f 
its  expenditures, inc lud ing  the 
p lunder taken in various guises 
by the K rem lin .

*  *  *

A  D R A W N -O U T  C A B IN E T  
C R IS IS  IN  IN D O N E S IA  m ay
force postponem ent o f general 
elections scheduled fo r  Septem­
ber. The la w  requires an actual 
cabinet to be fu n c tio n in g  a t the 
tim e  o f elections. Several weeks 
ago, the governm ent o f P rem ier 
A li S ostroam id jo jo  fe ll when the 
most reac tiona ry  w in g  —  rep re ­
sen ting  Moslem feudal land lords 
and fo rm e r A rm y  o ffice rs in the 
Dutch colon ia l a rm y  —  combined 
to pass a vote o f no-confidence. 
A ccord ing  to the J u ly  27 F iance 
O bservateur, they also had the 
behind-the-scenes backing o f the 
U.S. governm ent. The weak In ­
donesian ca p ita lis t class is t r y ­
ing  to balance its e lf  between 
the feudal elements and U.S. 
im p eria lism  on one side and the 
labor m ovem ent and organized 
peasants on the other.
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scream ing and c ry in g  ‘A lla h . 
The police fired in to  the a ir  tc 
force the women back and tc 
keep the prisoners ’ heads dowr 
in  the trucks. The cops were nol 
too ca re fu l about keeping the ii 
fire  high.

“ The ratissage ended a t 6 p.m, 
Then a ta ll somber pasha made 
a speech to the m edina people. 
‘You m ust resume you r peaceful 
way o f  life . I f  you don’t, the 
same th in g  tha t happened today 
w il l  happen again. O n ly next 
tim e i t  w i l l  be worse . . . w ith  
je t  a irp lanes shooting down on 
you fro m  the sky.’ A t  about 
th a t moment, a f l ig h t  o f French 
je ts  f le w  low  over the crowd.

“ T ha t evening, as the droops 
and tanks rum bled back to  th e ir  
barracks along the boulevards o f 
the European section, French 
men and women . . . lined the 
streets, and cheered the m il i­
ta ry .”  The o ffic ia l French re ­
po rt o f the p a rtic u la r ratissage 
described by W hite  was th a t “ in 
the course o f the roundup 20 
A rabs died.”

TERRO R F A IL S
This ra tissage is bu t one, and 

by no means an extrem e ex­
ample, o f thousands the French 
have staged in Morocco in the 
past two years. Despite the fa n ­
tastic  lengths to wh ich the (French 
im p e ria lis ts  have gone —  im ­
po rting  detectives fro m  France, 
police dogs fro m  Tun is ia , o f fe r ­
ing huge rewards, im posing cu r­
fews and res tr ic tio ns  (such as 
no b icyc lin g  in the A rab  sec­
tions), using e lectric  to rtu re  
machines (taken over fro m  the 
Nazis) —  the re ign o f te rro r  
failed to break Moroccan res is t­
ance.

M oreover, the movement began 
to make im p o rta n t advances. One 
of these was». the emergence o f



The Negro Struggle nu MILITANT
New Threats of Violence

Ominous new threats of lynch violence 
against Negroes in the Deep South are 
being voiced by the enemies of school 
desegregation and the right of Negroes 
to register in elections. Again the mob- 
murderers are being deliberately incited 
by the actions and inflammatory agitation 
of high state officials.

The Aug. 6 Pittsburgh Courier reports 
that Dr. A. H. McCoy, President of the 
Mississippi NAACP, has received death 
threats on both his home and office tele­
phones. Dr. McCoy was warned to get out 
of town and told, “ I f  you stay, you will 
be shot.”

When he asked for police protection, he 
was told that the cop on the beat-would 
“ keep an eye on your house.”

On May 7, the Rev. George W. Lee, of 
Belzoni, Miss., the firs t Negro in his 
county to register to vote, was blasted to 
death by a shotgun mob. A local coroner’s 
jury decided the death was “ accidental.” 
Rut at a memorial meeting for Rev. Lee, 
Dr. McCoy declared that everyone in town, 
including the sheriff knew who the killers 
were.

A t the same time that Dr. McCoy 
received the death threats Roy Wilkins, 
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, said 
that unsigned death threats had been 
received through the mail by a Lowndes 
County, Miss., school teacher and his wife. 
The couple are two of the three Negroes 
registered to vote in that county.

All of these threats came at the same 
time that Gov. G riffin of Georgia was 
announcing that he had named 25 special 
“ secret deputies”  to be scattered over the 
state to aid the fight to maintain Jim Crow 
schools. His Attorney General announced 
that Mississippi had named a thousand 
such deputies for the same purpose. Mean­
while the Georgia governor addressed the 
Alabama state legislature, calling for joint 
efforts of the two states to “ avoid the 
disaster” of desegregation.

The Alabama legislature demonstrated 
its willingness to cooperate by adopting a 
bill which deliberately defies the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision banning Jim Crow 
schools. The bill gives city and county 
school boards unprecedented police power 
in deciding which school pupils will attend. 
The widely touted “ liberal”  governor of 
Alabama, “ Big Jim” Folsom, hypocritically 
refused to sign the bill but permitted it  to 

'become law by the simple act of also 
refusing to veto it.

The NAACP has demanded of Attorney 
General Brownell that the Justice Depart­
ment take prompt action in Mississippi to 
“ avert violence and to protect Negro c iti­
zens in their right to vote.”

On the basis of the past do-nothing 
record of the Justice Department, we 
sincerely hope that NAACP is taking 
additional measures to protect the lives 
of their valiant Southern representatives.

From a Striker’s Wife
(The fo llo w in g  le tte r  to the Portland , Ore., 

Labor Pa-ess was rep rin ted  in the A/uigiust issue 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Molder®’ and Foundry W o rk ­
ers’ Journa l fro m  which we have token it .  —  Ed.)

During the long, hard struggle of the 
Fir-Tex strike, which is still going on here 
at St. Helens, a bystander was heard to 
say: “ What is America coming to, with 
women and children on the picket line?”

I t  seems to me that it is about time that 
women and children become concerned 
with the jobs of their husbands and 
fathers — especially when you desire to 
have your children grow up with the belief 
that right is right. They should understand 
that they should never take something 
that doesn’t  belong to them — EVEN A 
JOB!

I want my children to know what it  is 
like to stand on the picket line and see 
people going through the line, and to know 
what a “ scab” is. When they grow up and 
work they will remember what we’ve tried 
to teach them: That money is not the most 
important thing in the world; that love 
for one’s fellowman, honesty and backbone 
are far more important.

After all, had it not been for men like 
these, who are willing to fight for prin­
ciple, wages would definitely not be what 
they are today, and working conditions 
would certainly be rough.

I would much rather my husband deny 
us the “ worldly things” than to have him 
go against the principles he believes in. 
We come from a part of the country where 
unions are few and far between, but, be­
lieve me, I have made it a point to buy 
union, to patronize union stores and to 
teach my children to do the same.

The almighty dollar has always induced 
some people to go against principle.

“ S A L T  OF T H E  E A R T H ,”  the labor f i lm  
produced by fihe M ine, M il l and S m elter W o rk ­
ers, could no t be shown in Chicago when A F L  
p ro jec tion is ts  refused to operate the pro jectors. 
The I llin o is  Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union is 
p a rtic ip a tin g  in the legal action to p e rm it show­
in g  o f the f ilm .

*  *  *

PR O FITS  H IT  A L L -T IM E  P E A K . The na ­
t io n ’s la rge s t corpora tions re p o rt th a t p ro fits  
in the f i r s t  h a lf o f 1955 broke a ll Records. Busi­
ness Week s-ays th a t General M otors cleared §661 
m illio n  —  50% over the same period las t year. 
U.S. Steel reports  $178 m illio n , a 39% increase 
over the prev ious peak. The new h ig h s .fo r  some 
o f the c o u n try ’s in d u s tr ia l g ian ts  a re : Bethlehem 
Steel, $82 m illio n ; General E lectric , $102 m illio n ; 
Standard O il o f New Jersey, $344 m illio n ; Texas 
Com pany and Continenta l O il each reaped $125 
m illio n . A l l  figures- are those cleared a fte r  pa y ­
m ent o f a ll taxes.

*  *  *

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  W O R KER S OF A M E R IC A ,
CIO, issued a .press release A ug. 8 b las tin g  a 
company scheme to a llow  Am erican Telephone 
and Telegraph o ffic ia ls  to charge th e ir  charitab le  
and com m unity  con tribu tions  to  opera ting  ex­
penses. Joseph A. Beirne, CW A president stated 
“ There is no reason why the telephone subscriber 
should be forced to fo o t the b ill fo r the ch a rity  
con tribu tion  o f a company o ff ic ia l.”

*  *  *

T H E  LA B O R  SPY R A C K E T  is not a th in g  o f 
the past, P resident James A. S u ffr id g e  o f the 
R eta il C lerks Union charged at its  recent con­
vention. “ We have evidence . . . th a t w ill be even 
more s ta r t lin g  than an y th in g  you m ay have read 
about in  the L a F o ile tte  c iv il libe rties  inves tiga ­
t io n ”  he declared.

* * *
T H E  SCREEN ACTORS G U IL D , A F L  has

called a s tr ik e  o f its  10,000 members employed in  
the  f i lm in g  o f television movies. The union 
demands th a t actors be pa id fo r  second issues 
o f film s  in w h ich they appear. They are paid fo r  
the f i r s t  and th ird  th rou gh  s ix th  showings bu t 
no t the second.

honesty and integrity. But I for one would 
rather go hungry than to take the bread 
from a child’s hand — and .that is just 
what the scabs are doing in this strike.

How could anyone believe that 400 men 
of the union could be so wrong, and a few 
bosses so right?

I am very proud of the way the men 
have conducted themselves on the picket 
line — no obscene language, unless you 
call the word “ scab” obscene. Have you 
ever looked that word up in the diction­
ary? I t  means “ a crust on a sore” and it 
also means “ one who takes the plaJce of a 
striker; a strikebreaker.”

One person claims he heard obscene 
language on the picket line. I t ’s hard to 
understand how he heard it  when he drives 
through the picket line at high speed with 
rolled-up windows.

Unionism gives millions of workers a 
sense of dignity, independence, achieve­
ment, a measure of security, and hope for 
a better life. Unionism has been the prin­
cipal instrument of the working man in 
protecting himself against exploiters.

Yes, I am one of those who stood on the 
picket line and called a scab a scab, and I 
do not bow my head in shame. I can still 
walk down the street and look people in 
the eye without flinching. And if  my 
children grow up to say that I did wrong 
by standing on the picket line, then I will 
know that our teaching of the difference 
between right and wrong was all in vain.

I am signing my name to this because 
I am not ashamed of my convictions. Those 
who believe what they write should not 
hesitate to do the same.

Mrs. C. F. Waggoner, Jr. 
254 N. Tenth Street 
St. Helens

H A R V E Y  K IT Z M A N , U n ited  A u to  W orkers 
Regional D irec to r in charge o f the K oh le r s trike , 
warned Governor Koh le r, re la tive  o f the fac to ry  
owner, aga inst ca llin g  ou t the m ilit ia .  “ I f  some­
body is h u rt, then the governor alone w il l  be at 
fa u lt , ”  he charged. U n ion o ffic ia ls  assured the 
governor th a t -they did no t condone violence bu t 
insisted on th e ir  r ig h t  to p icke t products bound 
fo r  the p lan t.

+ * «

S O U TH E R N  S TR IK E R S  a t the Godchaux and 
Colonia l Sugar p lan ts have been h i t  by a new 
legal a ttack . A re p o rt to the newspaper Labor 
lis ts  the la te s t series o f fines and ja ilin g s  ordered 
by Bogalusa, La., Jcdge W a lte r B. H am lin . They 
include a $1,000 fine  o f Packinghouse W orkers 
Local 1167, $150 and f iv e  days in ja il fo r  five  

-union o ffic ia ls  and fiv e  members and $100 fines 
fo r  each o f 23 o ther s trike rs .

» » *

A  P E R M A N E N T  IN J U N C T IO N  fo rb id d in g  a ll 
p icke ting  by ga rm en t workers- o f the s truck 
Sorbin p lan! in F aye ttev ille , Tenn., was issued by 
Ohancery Judge R. E. Lee. Last m onth Judge Lee 
issued an in jun c tion  b a rr in g  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
Garm ent W orke r members fro m  com ing w ith in
1.000 fe e l o f the p lan t. The la te s t move bars a ll 
p icke ting  w ith in  the borders o f Tennessee!

*  *  *

C A R L S T E LL A T O , pres ident o f U n ited  A uto  
W orkers Ford Local 600, is be ing sued fo r  
divorce by his w ife , V irg in ia . She cla im s th a t she 
was con tinu a lly  being le f t  alone a t home because 
o f her husband’s union activ ities* W hen she askeo 
him  to leave the labor m ovem ent on J u ly  30 it  
p rec ip ita ted  a v io len t qua rre l, resu ltin g  in th e ir 
separation.

« » *

W H IT E  C O LL A R  W O R KER S in  steel plants 
have received wage increases equal to the pa tte rn  
set in the agreem ent between the U n ited  States 
Steel C o rpo ra tion  and the U n ited  Steel W o rk ­
ers. The union paper Steel Labo r estim ates th a t
35.000 w h ite  co lla r members o f the USW  received 
an average raise o f 17.02 cents an hour.

Notes fro.21 the News
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C a lv in  D e C rescenzo
J B M B B B N H m a n V

By Sam Ballan
C alv in  De Crescenzo was not 

even 31 years old when he died, 
but a t tha t early  age he had given 
more than one th ird  o f his life  
to the cause o f revo lu tiona ry  so­
cia lism  and m ilita n t trade un ion­
ism.

He was bare ly  21 years old 
when he was elected organ izer 
o f the U n ited  Paper W orkers 
Union, Local 292, CIO —  the 
y-oungest organ izer in the New 
Y ork  area. P reviously he had 
distinguished h im s e lf in  the union 
as ch ie f shop-steward o f his 
p lan t.

W ith in  a year th e re a fte r he 
was elected to the un ion ’s ex­
ecutive board, rece iv ing  the th ird  
h ighest vote, run n ing  on ly  behind 
the president and the vice -pres i­
dent.

T im e and again he was re ­
elected to the executive board, 
sometimes in the face o f -the most 
v io len t opposition from  r ig h t-  
w ing elements.

U nquestionably he was the 
m ost popu lar union m il ita n t  in 
Local 292, and his p o p u la r ity  
w ent fa r  beyond the confines o f 
the Paper W orkers Union. He 
was known and respected by 
m any members o f the New Y ork 
CIO Council as an in tra ns igen t 
f ig h te r  on class-strugg le issues.

S TU C K  TO P R IN C IP LE S
O f the greatest in te rest to m il i­

ta n t trade un ion ists and socialists, 
was the courage and relentless 
determ ination  w ith  which he held 
on to his soc ia lis t convictions in 
the union, in the face o f the w itc h ­
hunt and the continuous red­
ba iting  to  which he was sub­
jected.

Late in  1946 -the president o f 
the union collaborated w ith  ex­
trem e r ig h t  - w in g  elements in 
the local and officer’s o f the in ­
te rna tiona l to il le g a lly  remove 
Calvin and several o ther o ffice rs  
o f the union fro m  the executive 
board.

They succeeded in do ing th is  
under cover o f a heavy barrage 
of red -ba iting . Th is was one o f 
the f i r s t  evidences o f -the w itch 
hun t in the unions.

C A L V IN  I)E  CRESCENZO

hours. I-n th is  he was the very 
opposite o f the trade - union 
bureaucrat.

COME B A C K  IN  U N IO N
C a lv in ’s come back in  -the union 

wras slow bu t su-re. A f te r  the 
cris is in the union he was elected

shop steward. The next year he 
was sent as a delegate to  the In ­
te rna tiona l Convention o f the 
U n ited  Paper W orkers, CIO. The 
year the re a fte r he was re-eleeted 
to the executive board, and re ­
mained on the board u n til b is 
death.

Though his come back was slow 
i t  was based on solid achieve­
ment. Death came a t a tim e when 
his prestige  in  the union was at 
its  he ight. O nly -two m onths ago 
he lead a successful s tr ike  o f the 
w orkers in  his p lan t.

Even his opponents acknow l­
edged th is  s tr ik e  to  be a m a g n ifi­
cent v ic to ry  fo r  the workers, and 
paid tr ib u te  to his leadership o f it .

C a lv in  De Crescenzo was a 
genuine p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion is t. 
He was a true  son o f the workers 
who held a lo f t  the banner o f so­
c ia lism  in  one o f the m ost d i f ­
f ic u lt  periods in Am erican labor 
h is to ry .

He did th is  because he had the 
deepest and m ost unw avering 
conviction th a t the cause he so 
proud ly upheld was inv inc ib le  and 
would tr ium p h  in the end.

SH0PMATES CALL OFF WORK 
TO PAY TRIBUTE TO CALVIN
B R O O K LY N , N .Y ., Aug. 9 

—  More than 200 people a t­
tended funera l services held 
here th is  a fternoon fo r  Calvin 
De Crescenzo, who was k illed  
in s ta n tly  by lig h tn in g  las t 
F riday w h ile  on vacation.

The W arshaw  Co., where 
he had been employed, com­
plied w ith  the demand o f his 
shopmates to close down the 
p lant so they could a ll attend 
the funera l.

Sam Ballan, B u ffa lo  C h a ir­
man o f the Socia list W orkers 
P arty , and fo rm e r D irec to r of 
O rgan iza tion  o f Local 292, 
U n ited Paper W orkers, CIO, 
in wh ich C a lv in  had been a 
loader since his youth, paid 
tr ib u te  to his dead comrade.

He pointed to the closing o f 
C a lv in ’s shop as testim ony to 
the h igh regard which the 
w orkers  held th e ir  long -tim e 
shop steward. “ I d idn ’t  hear 
o f any p lan ts  closing down 
even when P h ilip  M u rra y  
died,”  he said. “ The c losing 
down o f C a lv in ’s shop is an 
expression o f the place he won 
in  the hearts o f his fe llo w - 
w orkers by his leadership and 
selfless devotion to th e ir  
cause.”

V incen t Copeland. New Y ork  
O rgan izer o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  announced to ­
day tha t a m em orial m eeting 
would he held fo r Calvin on 
Sunday, A ug . 14, at 3 P.M. 
at 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, New 
Y ork .

From Detroit

"Too H o t/"  Say 
Workers — Close 
Down the Plants

A record heat wave has produced among- other things
a recurrence of heat strikes 
strike's on summer’s hottest
here, especially in p lan ts o f the 
C h rys le r corpora tion , but since
the long C h rys le r s tr ik e  o f 1950 
they have been few  and fa r  be­
tween, u n t il th is  sum m er, tha t
is.

Th is year tens o f thousands
o f workers have walked o f f  the 
job because o f the heat. General 
M otors p lants in D e tro it and 
F lin t  have also been heavily  e f­
fected th is  year. On one occa­
sion the telephone opera tors in 
D e tro it w alked o f f  the job  de­
m anding some kind o f a ir  con­
d itio n in g  fa c ilit ie s  to com bat the 
100 degree heat in th e ir  place o f 
w ork.

The rev iva l o f the tra d it io n  is 
a ttr ib u te d  to several fac to rs  in 
add ition  to the unusua lly  long 
heat spell. These are: the fa c t 
th a t most w orkers  have worked 
fa ir ly  s tead ily  th is  year, and 
feel th a t they can a ffo rd  to  lose 
a day’s pay occasionally; in ­
creased pressure o f the speed­
up; general d issa tis fac tion  w ith  
the resu lts  o f th is  y e a r’s auto 
negotia tions and the new con­
tra c t.

* * *

W h ile  m illions  o f D e tro ite rs  
suffered th rough  the b lis te r in g  
heat th is  past week, the common 
council debated, in  a ir-cond itio n ­
ed chambers, a proposal to “ do 
som ething about the scandalous 
way women are s tro ll in g  around 
dow ntow n”  in shorts.

DO W N W IT H  SHO RTS!
Louis C. M lr ia n i, prud ish 

president, o f the council, recom ­
mended a c ity  ordinance ban­
n ing  shorts less than knee 
leng th  fo r  both men and women

in Detroit auto plants. Heat 
days used to be a tradition

in the downtown areas. This ac­
tion  has provoked liv e ly  debate 
in le tte rs  to the ed ito r columns 
o f the local press. In  sp ite  o f 
the council’s threatened action, 
shorts w e ll above the knee are 
s t i l l  ve ry  common am ong w o rk ­
ing  people who have to escape 
the heat w ith o u t the benefit o f 
a ir  cond ition ing , even in  the 
downtown areas.

*  *  *

A threatened bolt from  the 
U A W -C IO  by 6,000 sk illed  auto 
w orkers  in  D e tro it, F lin t,  La n ­
sing, Bay C ity , and o ther au to­
m otive centers has fa iled  to m a­
te ria lize .

Skilled w orkers d issatisfied 
w ith  U A W  settlem ents a t Gen­
era l M otors and Ford fo rm ed an 
organ iza tion  known as the So­
c ie ty  o f In d u s tr ia l S k illed  Trades 
o f N o rth  A m erica . Leaders o f 
th is  group ind ica ted at an o r­
gan iza tiona l m eeting  held in 
F lin t  on J u ly  17 th a t they would 
s h o rtly  pe tition  the N LR B  fo r  
recogn ition .

One o f the leaders, John G all, 
speaking before the sk illed  
tradesmen said. “ We are pres­
e n tly  inadequately represented 
by the U A W -C IO . A s th in gs  
now stand there is l i t t le  i f  any 
reason fo r  w orkers to w ant to 
become sk illed  tradesm en when 
they can make a lm ost as much 
by rem a in ing  unsk illed .”

The in it ia t iv e  o f the leaders 
was sho rt lived. A f te r  a m eeting 
w ith  o ff ic ia ls  o f the U A W , Gall 
and o ther leaders o f the group 
announced they were p u llin g  o u t 
o f the new organ iza tion . They 
gave no exp lanation, ba t denied 
th a t a “ deal”  had been made.

Our Readers Take the Floor
The m ost rem arkab le  th in g  

about i t  was the m anner in  whidh 
Galvin reacted to th is  unprece­
dented assault by the union 
bureaucracy. Many m ilita n ts  were 
stunned and demoralized, and 
some surrendered com plete ly to 
the bureaucracy, but Calvin 
remained f irm  and unshakable, 
not on ly in  his convictions bu t in 
his actions as we ll.

His conduct d u rin g  the cris is  in 
the union and his subsequent 
a c tiv ity  du ring  the en tire  period 
o f the “ cold w a r”  was in every 
respect a model fo r  a ll revo lu­
tion a ry  socialists.

W ORKERS R A L L Y
W hen the rem oval o rder came 

through, C a lv in  re a lly  showed his 
m etal. A t  an un fo rge ttab le  mass 
m eeting o f his p la n t the union 
bureaucracy attem pted to get 
the w orkers to ra t i f y  the illeg a l 
o rder rem oving  Calvin  and the 
m ilita n ts  from  bheir union posts.

They m et a s tunn ing  defeat. 
More than tha t, under C a lv in ’s 
leadership the w orkers passed a 
counter-reso lu tion which no t on ly  
demanded the re ins ta tem ent o f 
all those m ilita n ts  il le g a lly  re ­
moved, bu t w ha t is o f the 

.g rea tes t s ignificance, m in d ly  
denounced the w itch  burnt and 
red -ba iting  as a reactionary 
weapon o f the  bosses in  th e ir 
f ig h t  aga inst the labor move­
ment.

T h is  reso lu tion was unan i­
m ously passed! Not a single 
w orker voted against it .  This 
was C a lv in ’s greatest achieve­
m ent!

The union bureaucracy was 
com ple te ly token aback. W hile 
they had been successful in th e ir  
w itch -hu n ting  tac tics  in a ll o ther 
p lan ts  in Local 292 (w h ich was an 
am algam ated loca l) C a lv in ’s p lan t 
alone stood as an im pregnable 
fortress.

Calvin knew how to swim 
aga inst the stream . He n o t on ly 
resisted the power o f the w itch  
hunt, bu t the blandishm ents o f 
the bureaucrats and the company 
he worked fo r.

H IS  LE A D E R S H IP
The essence o f his leadership 

lay  both in his fa c u lty  fo r  
presenting the ideas o f socialism  
in the language o f the w orkers, 
and in h is in s tinc tive  a b il i ty  to 
concretize the g reatest soc ia lis t 
concepts in the sm allest actions.

He infused the workers w ith  
confidence on the basis o f an 
un in te rrup ted  and d a ily  s trugg le  
fo r  th e ir  every-dav demands.

He never t ire d  in f ig h t in g  the 
w orkers ’ grievances. He would 
take up a w o rke r’s grievance no 
m a tte r how sm all, and f ig h t  to 
w in  i t  w ith  the same enthusiasm 
and de term ination  th a t he would 
a g re a t ba ttle .

He also knew how to lis ten to 
workers p a tie n tly , sometimes fo r

A Farmer's View 
Of Southern Labor
E d ito r :

In  regard to labor s trikes 
here in the South f irs t  w ill say 
I live in northw est Louisiana, 
in  (- - - -) Parish. We call our 
counties parishes.

The telephone s tr ike  v ras a 
p re tty  b ig  th in g . I t  was ju s t 
p a rtly  closed down, there was 
not much s trugg le  over it .  I 
th in k  labor gained some in tha t 
scrap.

The s trikes  in south Louisiana 
are in the sugar cane country. 
T h a t’s b ig  fa c to ry  fa rm in g  down 
there. They are in the h a b it of 
having cheap labor, bu t now 
Labor is g e ttin g  organized and 
asking fo r  more o f w ha t they 
make. A t  tim es the s trugg le  is 
ra th e r tough. I understand the 
com m unities are in  sym pathy to 
a g re a t ex tent w ith  Labor, but 
the courts are on C a p ita l’s side. 
They are h ir in g  scabs fro m  fa r  
and near. M ost o f w ha t I know 
I ge t fro m  the press.

Labor has a hard fig h t here 
in th is  D ix ie c ra t country . The 
po litic ians keep the union b lin d ­
ed and divided. They usua lly  play 
one race aga inst the o ther to 
w in  th e ir  po in t. I fec i th a t the 
r ig h t  to w ork  law' is a fake  to 
foo l the w o rke r, especially on the 
b ig  farm s.

I hope these few  lines w ill 
g ive you some ideas o f w hat we 
have here. I am a re tired  fa rm e r 
ju s t hang ing on to the w orld , 
w a tch ing  the wheels go round.

(nam e w ith he ld ) 
Louisiana

P.S. Good luck to you.
*  *  *

An Irish Reader 
Describes Factions 
Inside Labor Party
E d ito r :

As a reg u la r reader o f the 
M il ita n t  perhaps you w ill a llow  
me to c o lle c t you r im pression o f 
the B r it is h  Labour P a r ty ; ne ither 
i t  nor the Independent Labour 
P a rty  have ever been specifica lly 
Socialist. They are com m itted to 
na tiona liza tion  o f the means o f 
production and exchange, to the 
w e lfa re  state and to a mixed 
economy: the d iffe rence between 
the parties and groups w ith in  
them  being on a m a tte r o f t im ­
ing.

Socia list P arties  are the Social­
is t W orkers  Federation, the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  o f G reat B r ita in , 
the Socia lis t Labor P a rty , the

W orke r’s League, and Common 
W ealth . W ith in  the Labor P arty  
socia list groups are to be found: 
the new W orld  S ocia lis t Move­
ment, the Socia list Federation 
and tile  rev is ion is t Fabian So­
ciety.

A ttlee , the Labour P a rty  lead­
er, is to be found le f t  o f center. 
The r ig h t-w in g  leader is M o r r i­
son, the p a r ty ’s deputy leader; 
the p a rty  treasu re r G aitske ll 
leads the extrem e r ig h t  w ing, 
where he is supported by Shaw- 
cross, G ordon-W alker, Robens, 
Callaghan and the d irection  o f 
the T& G W U  [T ra n s p o rt and 
General W orkers U n ion ] and the 
TUC [T rade  Union Congress] 
block vote, which contro ls  the 
pa rty .

A ttle e ’s le f t  center fo llo w in g  
includes G riffith s , Shinw ell, Edo, 
D a lton , S trachey and Younger. 
Socialists such as Z illlacus, S il­
verm an and B rockw ay are to be 
found on the le ft,  supported by 
pacifists such as Hughes and 
Davies. Between th is  le f t  w in g  
and the le ft  center lie  the Bev- 
an ite  o r Radical Group. U n like  
the socialists, who are few  and 
disorganized, the Radicals con­
s t itu te  a menace not to A ttle e  
bu t to the am bitions o f G a it­
skell and his fo llow ers . And i t  is 
in  th is  l ig h t  th a t you m ust ex­
am ine the quarre ls  between Be- 
van and the Labor leaders; but 
ne ithe r side are socialist.

We in B rita in  need a un ited 
Socia lis t P a rty  every b it  as 
much as you do. I t  m ay w e ll be 
tha t Acland at Gravesend, a l­
though beaten, w ill constitu te  
the banner fo r  such a pa rty .

But please drop the (Bevan- 
A ttle e ) d iffe rence. Though G a it­
skell s its  w e ll to the r ig h t  o f a t 
least three members o f the p re­
sent T o ry  Cabinet, and M orrison 
Is not much d iffe re n t, A ttle e  
h im se lf consistently opposed the 
anti-Bevan w itch  hunt, and 
though not a Radical, is no 
sta tus-quolst, but n a tu ra lly  can­
no t overru le  the p a r ty  com­
m ittees.

Now tha t the Radical rep re ­
sentation on the P a rliam e n ta ry  
Com m ittee is increased from  
W ilson, to W ilson, Bevan and 
neo-Radieal Greenwood, and th a t 
the le ft center is on ly  decreased 
by one member, we can hope fo r  
a more progressive approach 
fro m  the “ Shadow C abinet.”

Nevertheless, the G a ilske ll- 
M orrison  group s t i l l  hold the 
power, and G aitske ll, know ing 
th a t the im m ediate succession to 
the p a r ty  leadership is between 
him  and G riffith s , m ay w e ll de­
cide th a t to  expel the 50-odd

Bevanites w ould insure h is suc­
cession. W hereas to leave th ings  
as they are now, the Radical 
w ing  w il l  in e v ita b ly  grow  a t the 
expense o f the status-quoists, 
since the Radicals contro l most 
o f the constituency pa rties  and 
w ith  them  the selection com m it­
tees fo r  choosing new candidates.

Consequently, d u rin g  the course 
o f the present P arliam ent, i f  i t  
runs its  fu l l  five years, the to ta l 
Socia list, Pacifis t, Radical and 
nco-Radical m em bership o f the 
p a rlia m e n ta ry  Labor P a rty  should 
rise  from  its  present 72 to about 
85. w ith  the le f t  center rem a in ­
ing  constant at. about 50, th is  
leav ing  the sta tus-quoists in a 
m a jo r ity  would prevent the G a it­
skell ex trem is ts  from  d ic ta tin g  
the p a rty  poliev.

L.O.
D ublin , E ire

*  *  *

*
American Workers 
Oppose W ar Moves
E d ito r:

I w ish to comment on Daniel 
Roberts’ a rtic le  in the J u ly  25 
M il ita n t  en titled  “ A  Cold W ar 
A rm is tice  o r a Genuine Peace?”  
Comrade Roberts discusses the 
fac to rs  behind the “ peaceful do- 
existence”  line  o f the B ig  F our 
Conference. He expla ins the w o r­
sened position o f the U.S. which 
has resu lted in a new, w o rld  
balance o f power. L isted as the 
fac to rs  weakening the U.S. are 
the revo lu tiona ry  upsurge o f 
Asia , China, the stalem ate in 
Korea, and the rap id  expansion 
o f Soviet economy w ith  its  p ro ­
duction o f A and H bombs.

In  m y opin ion Comrade Rob­
erts has le f t  ou t a m a jo r fa c to r 
— i f  not the m ost im p o rta n t one. 
And th a t is the A m erican w o rk ­
ing  class, a w o rk in g  class th a t 
has become increas ing ly  disen­
chanted w ith  Am erican ca p ita l­
ism, a w o rk in g  class whose new 
a ttitu d e  has had an im portan t 
e ffec t on U.S. fo re ign  policy.

I t  is true  th a t the U.S. w o rk ­
ers have not gone ou t barehand­
ed to fight, tanks as have the 
w orkers in East Germ any. Never­
theless, below the apparent q u i­
escence a re-eva luation  is ta k in g  
place, a re-eva luation  u n fa v o r­
able to U.S. cap ita lism . I t  is 
well accepted by m ost U.S. 
w orkers th a t we can expect 
e ithe r a w a r o r a depression. In 
sp ite  o f the seeming p rospe rity , 
there is no confidence tha t i t  
w il l continue. Each sm all la y o ff  
s ta rts  a chain o f “ depression" 
ta lk .

The A m erican w o rke r’s a t t i ­
tude tow ard w a r is even m ore 
ins truc tive . The lo y a lty  and be­
lie f in  the f ig h t fo r  democracy 
o f W orld  W ar 1 changed some­
w hat in W orld  W ar I I ,  a lthough 
much illus ion  remained. W ith  
the Korean W ar, even the news­
paper colum nists o f the ca p ita l­
is t press had to adm it, the a t t i­
tude had changed s t i l l  fu r th e r. 
The Korean w ar was ad m itte d ly  
the na tion ’s m ost unpopu lar one. 
W ith  the ho s tilit ie s  in Indo- 
China, the papers in d ig n a n tly  
announced the U.S. would no t 
p e rm it Ho Chi M inh to destroy 
“ democracy.”

Popular reaction was such th a t 
statem ents were h a s tily  pub lish ­
ed th a t no U jS. troops would go 
to Indo-China —  on ly  technical 
advisers and m ate ria l. Even th is  
was pu lled back and U.S. help 
to the French has been g iven 
w ith o u t the benefit o f p u b lic ity . 
W hy ? The on ly exp lanation is 
th a t the Am erican w orkers  are 
no t behind cap ita lism 's  im p e ria l­
is t designs.

A ltho ug h  the opposition to 
w a r has no t taken an organized 
fo rm  as yet, nevertheless the op­
position is there, and the U.S. 
governm ent m ust take- i t  in to  
account in fo rm in g  its  po licy.

I t  is conceivable th a t U.S. 
cap ita lism , armed w ith  the  A  
and H bomb, and sure o f the 
enthusiastic support o f its  own 
w o rk in g  clash, m ig h t w e ll take 
a chance on w ar —  even w ith o u t 
a llies —  a f te r  a ll, cap ita lism ’s 
life  is at stake. B u t w ith  defeats 
in Asia and Europe —  and w ith ­
out the support o f the Am erican 
w o rk in g  class, U.S. cap ita lism  
m ust t r y  fo r  coexistence.

D. M .
Chicago. I1L

Los Angeles
Trotsky Memorial 

Meeting
Speaker:

Tom Kerry
O rgan izer, Los Angeles Local, 

Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty

‘Socialism and W orld  Peace’

F ri., Aug. 19, 8:15 P.M.

•
Auspices:

Socialist W orkers  P a rty  
1702 E. 4th St.


