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Jim Crow Universal M ilitary 
Training Pushed in Congress

By John White
LONDON, June 19 — The strike of over 20,000 British 

dockers will enter its fifth  week tomorrow. Seventeen 
thousand members of the militant National Amalgamated
Stevedores and Dockers Un ion® -------------------------------------------------------
are d e m a n d i n g  nego tia ting  
rig h ts . Thousands o f po rtw o rk - 
ers who belong to the T ransp o rt 
and General W orkers  U n ion  —  
whose leadership is v ic iously  
f ig h tin g  th is  s tr ik e  —  are out 
in sym pathy w ith  them.

The po rts  o f L iverpoo l, B ir k ­
enhead, Manchester and H u ll are 
com plete ly paralyzed. Less than 
h a lf the norm al tra ff ic  is being 
turned round in the p o rt of 
London. The N A S D U  has in its  
rank the cream o f dock m ilita n ts  
who have remained absolutely 
solid despite d ifficu ltie s , a ttacks 
and o ffic ia l treachery unprece­
dented in any previous dock 
s trike .

U N H O L Y  A L L IA N C E
These men receive no s tr ike  

pay and are now experiencing 
real hardship. L ined up against 
them fro m  the beginning, has 
been an unho ly a lliance o f em­
ployers, trade union bosses, the 
Com m unist P a r ty ' and a section 
o f th e ir  own leadership whose 
aim has been to  re tu rn  them to 
w ork  a t a ll costs.

A month ago the leadership o f 
the T ransport and General W o rk ­

ers Union declared they were 
prepared to spend m illio ns  o f 
do lla rs  to break the s tr ike . The 
cam paign which they launched 
has com ple te ly fa iled . O ffic ia ls  
who boasted they would lead 
men back to w o rk  have walked 
th rough  the dock gates —  alone. 
When na tiona l officers o f the 
TG W U  called th e ir  members to 
a m eeting in L iverpool, tw o  
thousand dockers gave them such 
a rough hand ling tha t they had 
to  call fo r  a police escort before 
they could leave the meeting. As 
they le ft they were pelted w ith  
crusts o f bread —  a rep ly  to a 
threat o f one o f them tha t the 
s tr ike rs  would be forced to eat 
crusts before long.

S T A L IN IS T  T R E A C H E R Y
More insidious have been .the- 

a ttem pts  o f the S ta lin is ts  to  un­
derm ine the s tr ike . In  the m onths 
previous to the s tr ik e  the S ta l­
in is ts  opposed the g ro w th  o f the 
N A S D U . They proposed a po licy 
o f “ dem ocra tiz ing”  the m onster, 
bureaucratic  T ransp o rt and Gen­
eral W orkers  U nion. They set 
up an uno ffic ia l “ L ia ison Com- 
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"O utlaw ”  Strikes Win 
Cash Gains from GM

DETROIT, June 27 — The unauthorized strikes that 
shut down many General Motors plants after the UAW 
reached a contract agreement with GM apparently won
w orkers in some o f the p lan ts® ------------------------ ' -----------------------------
b igg e r cash increases than they | The (ran spo rta lio n  un it column 
had received from  the na tiona l in Local 600's Ford Facts reports
settlem ent.

Term s on which the local s trikes 
were settled were de libe ra te ly  not 
publicized by the corpora tion . GM 
o ff ic ia ls  figu red  th a t the less said 
about the term s, the less chance 
there was th a t new w a lkou ts  
would take place. B u t some o f the 
de ta ils  have become known, and 
they show som eth ing o f w h a t the 
w orkers could have won th is  year 
i f  they had had a d iffe re n t in ­
te rna tion a l leadership.

W ON BY F IG H T IN G
In F lin t,  fo r  example, the un­

authorized s tr ik e  by U A W  Local 
651 a t the AC S pa rkp lug  p la n t 
won a ten cents an hour wage 
increase fo r  a ll woman produc­
tion workers, who constitu te  75% 
o f the w o rk in g  force. Skilled 
w orkers won a m in im um  o f f ive  
cents an hour above the na tiona l 
increase, and o ther gains were 
recorded in sen io rity , sa fe ty  and 
w o rk ing  conditions.

A t  the Cadillac .plant in D e tro it, 
a s tr ike  by Local 22 won wage 
ad justm ents fo r  workers in 15 
c lass ifica tions, ran g ing  fro m  fiv e  
ito 15 cents an hour, plus com- 
pany-ipaid c lo th ing  to certa in  
w orkers, and sen io rity  im prove­
ments. '

tha t truck  d rive rs ’ wages at Local 
22 were raised ten cents an hour, 
w h ile  those at GM Local 720, 
p lant 10, were raised 15 cents an 
hour. (F o rd  refused any increase 
to truck  d rive rs  at the Rouge 
p lan t.)

F oundry  workers a t Buic.k in 
F lin t  won an added nicked. (The 
Rouge fou nd ry  w orkers were 
d e n i e d the raise they had 
demanded.)

A t  the F ishe r Body plant, in  
Lansing, a.n unauthorized s tr ike  
won h ighe r ra tes fo r  some c las­
s ifica tions, a tw o cents an hour 
"additional ra ise fo r  women w o rk ­
ers, com pany-paid c lo th in g  and 
too ls in  certa in  c lass ifica tions, 
-and a company agreem ent to 
reh ire  some w orkers  who had 
been fired .

O nly the top GM and U A W  o f­
fic ia ls  know  the exact to ta l 
am ount won by these unau tho r­
ized w a lkou ts  and s trugg les, but 
it is  p la in  th a t they were not 
small in  comparison to those con­
ceded a t the na tiona l ba rga in ing  
table. And the w orkers know they 
won them  th rough  th e ir  own 
e ffo rts . At. a num ber o f places 
in bhe D e tro it  area la s t week, 
they booed down Rebutter's iri- 
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A utho rized  by R ank and F ile

Revolutionary 
China Haunts 
UN Fete

By Myra Tanner
By common agreement the 

delegates to  the Tenth A n n iv e r­
sary  ce lebration o f the United 
N ations in  San Francisco last 
week attem pted to  m oderate the 
tones o f cold w ar h o s tilit ie s  in 
th e ir ceremonial speeches in order 
to fos te r the illus ions o f peace 
that have been aroused by the 
projected B ig  Four negotiations.

D r. George K. C. Ye'h, the fo r ­
eign M in is te r o f the Ohriang K a i- 
shek clique on Formosa, however, 
dist/urlbed the atm osphere o f o f­
f ic ia l harm ony. On June 23, he 
unleashed a v it r io lic  a tta ck  on 
China. “ T h is  Chinese Communist 
regim e on the m ain land,”  he 
shrieked, “ is  no t based on peace 
b u t wan-. Its  whole s truc tu re  and 
ph ilosophy are designed fo r  con­
f l ic t .  I ts  da ily  slogan is ‘s tru g ­
g le ’ —  st.ituggle between classes 
and s trugg le  between nations.”

The Chairm an o f the A n n i­
versary sessions, D r. Eelco N. 
van K le ffens  in te rrup te d  Dr. Yeh 
w ith  h is  gavel and asked h im  not 
to “ s tra y ”  fro m  the purposes o f 
the m eetings. Ch iang’s represen­
ta tive  protested b u t continued 
w ith  a “ moderated”  speech.

This incident had considerable 
sym bolic significance.

When the U n ited  Nations was 
founded te n  years ago, the 
Security  Council was set up as 
its  ru lin g  body. The Council, ac­
cord ing to the Charter o f  the 
U. N., was to be composed o f 
f iv e  perm anent members rep re ­
senting the B ig  F ive : the U n ited 
States, the Soviet Union, B rita in , 
France and China. Six o ther m em ­
bers o f the S ecu rity  Council were 
to be elected fro m  tim e  to tim e 
from  the General Assem bly o f the 
U n ited  Nations.

F A K E  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S
Today, ten years la te r, China is 

s t ill lis ted as one o f the Five 
Powers th a t enjoys perm anent 
representation on the Security 
Council. The d iffe rence lies in the 
fact, th a t the “ representative from  
China”  no longer represents China 
in any conceivable way. The per­
m anent Chinese seat in the Secu­
r i t y  Council is occupied by a 
stooge o f the sm all clique o f 
w arlo rds and feudal landowners 
who were throw n ou t o f China 
in  the course o f a g re a t revo lu­
tion .

A lthough the rea l China was 
not present in  San Francisco last 
w e e k, the Chinese question 
dominated the scene. The v ic to ry  
o f the Chinese revo lu tion  in 1949 
over the Chiang d ic ta to rsh ip  has 
been the m ain obstacle to  world 
c a p ita lis t plans to trans fo rm  the 
cold war in to  a W orld  W ar I I I  
against the Soviet Union.

The riches t prize o f W orld  W ar 
IT was to be China. The U.S. im ­
pe ria lis ts  did not. go to  w a r w ith  

(Continued on page 3)

E a r ly  E d itio n  o f Subversive ’  L is t

Civil Liberties Victory 
Won in Passport Case

A no ther im portan t v ic to ry  in 
the f ig h t against the w itch  hunt 
was reg istered on June 23 when 
the U. S. C ourt o f Appeals 
ruled tha t M ax Shachtman, 
chairm an o f the Independent So­
c ia lis t League, had been ille g a lly  
denied a passport by the State 
Departm ent.

In  a unanimous ru lin g , the 
three-judge court, declared th a t 
the r ig h t  to trave l is a "n a tu ra l 
r ig h t ”  o f a ll c itizens and is 
there fore  guaranteed by the 
F if th  Am endm ent, which de­
clares that, no c itizen  shall “ be 
deprived o f life , lib e rty  o r p rop­
e rty  w ith o u t due process o f law .”

Refusal to g ra n t Shachtman a 
passport solely on the grounds 
th a t he headed an o rgan iza tion  
on the U. S. A tto rn e y  General’ s 
b lack lis t, the cou rt said, vio lated 
due process o f law.

The cou rt noted th a t the In ­
dependent S oc ia lis t League had 
been t ry in g  fo r  s ix years to  ge t 
a hearing to prove th a t i t  was 
no t subversive. A l l  a ttem p ts  to 
get such a hearing  were rejected 
by the A tto rn e y  General.

The decision does no t mean
th a t Shachtman w ill now’ get 
his passport. T h is  wras n o t the 
legal po in t a t issue. Shachtman 
s im p ly  m ainta ined th a t he had
been refused a passport on
illega l grounds — nam ely, th a t

the IS L  had been blacklisted 
by the A tto rn e y  General. The 
cou rt upheld th is  contention and 
now the M cC arthy ite -con tro lled  
passport section o f the State 
departm ent has the choice o f 
t ry in g  to m uster some, lega l 
reasons fo r  re fus ing  the pass­
po rt o r o f c a p itu la tin g  and 
g ra n tin g  it.

E a rly  th is  m onth th is  same 
court ordered the passport 
bureau, which had a rb it ra r ily  
refused a passport to  D r. O tto  
N athan, the executor o f E in ­
s te in ’s estate, to g ran t Nathan 
a hearing on w hether o r not he 
should be allowed to  trave l to 
Europe. R a ther than have such 
a hearing the S tate Departm ent 
gave N athan a passport w ith o u t 
fu r th e r  ado.

The m ost s ig n if ic a n t aspect 
o f the Shachtman case m ay be 
the separate concurring  opinion 
o f C h ie f Judge H enry  W . Edg- 
erton . He said: “ The prem ise 
th a t a man is no t f i t  to w ork 
fo r  the governm ent does not 
support the conclusion th a t he 
is no t f i t  to go to Europe. The 
A tto rn e y  G eneral’s l is t  was p re ­
pared fo r  screening governm ent 
employees, no t passport a p p li­
cants.”

The im portance o f th is  p r in c i­
ple, i f  i t  is upheld by the Su­
preme C ourt, is th a t i t  would

make illeg a l the thousands o f 
“ subversive" lis t  f ir in g s  of 
workers in defense plants, non­
defense p lan ts and in every 
o ther conceivable kind o f job.

One o f the m ost v ic ious as­
pects o f the w itch  hun t has been 
the u tiliz a tio n  o f the A tto rn e y  
General’s p o litica l b la ck lis t to 
deprive thousands o f the r ig h t 
to earn a live lihood. A c tua l or 
suspected, present o r fo rm e r 
membership o f  w orkers in any 
o f the b lack lis ted  organ izations 
has been the em ployers’ grounds 
fo r  f ir in g s . In m any cases m ere­
ly  being re la ted to, or once 
associated w ith , alleged mem­
bers o f the lis ted organ izations 
Has sufficed fo r  “ secu rity ”  f i r ­
ings from  factories.

In  some places the A tto rn e y  
General's lis t  has been used to  
screen people o f f  unemployment 
compensation. A t  present in 
many pa rts  o f the coun try  peo­
ple have been ordered evicted 
from  th e ir  homes in federal 
housing pro jects because some 
member o f the fa m ily  a llegedly 
is connected w ith  one o f the 
many organ izations b lacklisted 
w ithou t a hearing.

Thus the IS L ’s persistent 
f ig h t  involved more than Shac.ht- 
man's passport. Tt m ay have on 
im p o rta n t' bearing  on the w itch  
hun t in the factories.

Administration Stand 
Shows Kind of Army 
Big Business Wants

By C. R. Hubbard
JUNE 30 — On the eve of the Big Four Conference 

and in the wake of the UN tenth anniversary orations 
about “peaceful coexistence,” the Eisenhower administra­
tion  is ram m ing  th rough  Congress a big chunk o f its  program  
fo r the to ta l m ilita r iz a tio n  o f the A m erican  youth.

On June 28 aniother fo u r-y e a r extension o f the d ra ft  and a tw o- 
year extension fo r  doctors was passed in the House o f Representa­
tives by a vote o f 388 to  5. The Senate passed the d ra ft extensions 
w ith in  15 m inutes o f the  House and sent i t  to Eisenhower.

Foui- hours e a rlie r the House A rm ed Services Com m ittee passed
------------------------------------------------------- <® E isenhower’s M il ita ry  Reserve

by a vote o f 29 to  1

Migratory Farm 
Workers’ Plight 
In the Mid-South
—  By Farrell Dobbs •

N ationa l Secretary 
Socialist W orkers  P a rty

ST. LO U IS  — W hile  exp lo ring  
the seamy side o f th is  c ity  I 
came upon a ta le o f human 
m i s e r y  f  rom
which a good 
novelisf c o u l d  
create a modern 
“ G r a p e s  o f  
W ra th .”  I t  is a 
ta le  o f the m i­
g ra to ry  f a r m  
workers, today’s 
version o f the 
“ Okies”  in  John 
Steinbeck’s fa m ­
ous novel.

Loca lly  some Farre11 Uobbs 
15,000 o f these m ig ra to ry  w o rk ­
ers fo rm  a labor pool from  
which large-scale fa rm s draw  
seasonal help. In  M ay they head 
fo r  Southeast M issouri to chop 
cotton (cu t weeds fro m  around 
the cotton w ith  a hoe). D u rin g  
the sum m er they go to M ich igan 
fo r  the f r u it  and vegetable h a r­
vest.

September finds  m any back 
on the p lan ta tions  to pick co t­
ton, a few  fa r in g  as fa r  west 
as A rizona.

W herever these w orkers go, 
whole fam ilies  usua lly  tra ve l in 
d ilap idated trucks. The dangers 
they face can be seen from  a 
.recent accident, near Denver. An 
open-body tru ck , in to  which 55 
M exican men, women and c h il­
dren were jam m ed, skidded o ff  
the ro8d. A  baby was k illed  and 
several others badly in ju red .

On the fa rm s they arc herded 
toge ther in shacks w ith  scant 
a tten tion  to th e ir  san ita tion  and 
health needs. Babies are often 
carried in to  the fie ld  so the 
m other can w ork. C h ild ren also 
labor under the hard ru le , “ I f  
they can w a lk , they can help,”  
forced upon the fa m ily  by the

(Continued on page 2)

program
a fte r  three Com m ittee members 
dropped th e ir  previous f ig h t  
aga ins t the measure. T h is  leg is la ­
tion  would Increase ready reserve 
forces fro m  790,000 to  2,900,000 
by 1960. I t  is now before the  
House fo r  debate.

The k ind  o f m il ita ry  Life the  
B ig  Business governm ent is t r y ­
ing to fo is t  on the youth is c le a rly  
revealed by the fight- Risenhower 
and the Southern Democrat« are 
w ag ing  aga ins t any am endm ents 
to the M il ita ry  Reserve b il l th a t 
would ban segregation.

Representative Adam C layton 
Powell some m onths ago in ­
troduced an an ti - segregation 
amendment to the Reserve b ilL  
E isenhower denounced th is  action 
as “ extraneous”  and “ erroneous.”  
He made an a rro g a n t-p e rso n a l 
request to  Powell to  drop the  
f ig h t.  Powell refused.

M oreover, Clarence M itche ll o f 
the N A A C P  to ld  E isenhower t'lia t 
his Reserve forces p lan w-ould be 
“ a gross v io la tion  o f the c iv il 
r ig h ts  o f colored people." The 
recent N A A C P  convention backed 
Powell in h is f ig h t.

Rep. Powell and the N A A C P  
leaders are supporters o f the fo r ­
eign po licy  o f both c a p ita lis t 
parties. Nevertheless as represen­
ta tives o f the  Negro people they 
cannot help b u t p ro test the brazen 
plan to bu ild  the vast extension 
o f the m il i ta ry  establish m erit on 
the S o -them  J im  Crow model.

There is a reason w hy Eisen­
hower blames t.he Negro re p ­
resentatives instead o f the  J im  
Crow- Dem ocrats fo r  the obstruc­
tion  o f the reserve force le g is la ­
tion . B ig  Business, despite a ll its  
peace ta lk  is bent, on p repa ra tion  
fo r  W orld  W a r I I I .  I t  wants the. 
to ta l m ilita r iz a tio n  o f a ll o f 
Am erican life  —  dom inated by  a. 
P russ ian -like  reg im en ta tion  fro m  
cradle to gra ve.

B ig  Business wants a m ilita r iz a ­
tion  program  that, w-ill be f irm ly  
under th e ir con tro l. F o r th is  they 
need an o ffic e r caste which owes 
:ts  f i r s t  allegiance to the b i l ­
liona ire  ru le rs , an o ffic e r caste 
th a t is an ti- la b o r and ra c is t to 
the bone.

F o r the Am erican w-orking 
class and the N egro people such a 
m ilita r iz a tio n  program  is fra u g h t 
w ith  danger and s in is te r im p lica ­
tions.

Nixon’s "Charm" Flops at N A A C P  Convention

Shown picketing are GM workers at the Linden. N. J., 
assembly plant during the recent negotiations of the CIO  auto 
union with the corporation. Workers in this and many other 
plants walked out in protest against their grievances being 
ignored by negotiators. Reuther attacked the strikes as “un­
authorized.”

Bv George Lavan
A t its  recent convention in 

A tla n tic  C ity , the N a tiona l Asso­
c ia tion fo r the Advancement o f 
Colored People made its  sharpest 
c ritic ism  to date o f President 
Eisenhower. A t the last m inute 
Vice - President N ixon  scurried 
down to A tla n tic  C ity  to  smooth 
ih in g s  over. But even th is  proved 
fru itle ss .

Tlte N A A C P  convention opened 
Juno 2.1 on the heels o f E isen­
hower’s televised press-conference 
denunciation o f the an ti - J im  
Crow amendm ent to his U n ive rsa l 
M il ita ry  T ra in in g  b ill.  Moreover, 
the convention’s opening session 
was greeted w ith  a te legram  from  
the White. House u rg in g  ‘ ‘pa­
tience”  fo r  ‘ ‘the decade ahead.”

In his speech on school deseg­
regation. Thurgood M a r  s h « 1 1 
w ent ou t o f his way to take up 
th is  “ patience”  plea. R e fe rring  to 
the public and p riva te  advice the 
N A A C P  w-as g e ttin g  f r o m  
“ alleged frien ds  u rg in g  us not to 
he im patien t, not to rock the 
boat, n>t to push ahead too

ra p id ly ,”  M arshall rep lied . •‘ ‘Ne­
groes are im pa tien t. They are 
ins is tent. They are determ ined to 
ge t th e ir  r ig h ts  as ra p id ly  as 
possible.”

A T  BOTH ENDS
In  his report on po litica l ac­

tion , Clarence M itche ll, D irec to r 
o f the N A A C P ’s W ashington 
Bureau, spec ifica lly  linked Eisen­
hower w ith  the “ b i-pa rtisan  p ro ­
gram  o f sm othering c iv il r ig h ts  
leg is la tion .”  A t one end o f Penn­
sy lvania Avenue the Dem ocratic 
M a jo r ity  leader o f the Senate 
k illed  a ll an ti-J im  Crow b ills , he 
said. “ A t the other end. the P res i­
dent m ain ta ins complete silence 
on much-needed c iv il r ig h ts  b ills , 
hut becomes very  vocal in  oppos­
ing v ita l c iv il r ig h ts  amend­
ments.”

T h is  m arks  a new- stage in  the 
N A A C P ’s a ttitu d e  to Eisenhower. 
H e re to fore  the o ff ic ia l line  has 
been to separate Eisenhower per­
sonally fro m  the Republican 
p a rty . Thus the N A A C P  com­
mended him  fo r  his stand “ against 
rac ia l d isc rim in a tio n ”  and c red it­

ed ce rta in  gains made (as in 
W ashington, D. C.) to  him . The-y 
heLped absolve h im  o f c ritic ism  
from  the Negro people by accus­
ing  h is subordinates o f “ im ped­
in g ”  and even “ sabotag ing”  the 
president’s good in tentions. Th is 
f it te d  qu ite  w e ll w ith  Republican 
s tra teg y  fo-r the 1956 election 
w-hi'ch depends no t so much on 
the Republican P a rty ’s p o pu la rity .

as on t.he personal p o p u la rity  o f 
Eisenhower.

The. president's condemnation 
o f -Harlem Congressman Powell's 
amendment to end J im  Grow na­
tiona l guards, however, made 
N A A C P  continuation o f th is  line 
on Eisenhower impossible.

On the th ird  day o f the con­
vention tbe fo llo w in g  “ em ergen­
cy ”  reso lution w-as passed: “ We

Randolph Criticizes School Decision
A. Philip Randolph. Presi­

dent of the A F L  Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters and a 
vice-president of the National 
Association for the Advance­
ment of Colored People, o ff i­
cially expressed his union's 
“concern and disappointment 
over the failure of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to he more 
positive” in its recent im­
plementation ruling on school 
desegregation.

The June issue of the union's

iffic ia l paper. The Black W ork, 
er, reports: “ It had been hoped 
by officials of tbe BSCP that 
the court would set a date 
toward which all could aim to 
bring about a quick desegrega­
tion of the nation's Jim Crow 
schools." A fte r specifying the 
decision’s shortcomings, the 
Negro labor leader pledged 
tjia t his union would work 
“ unceasingly” along with such 
organizations as the N A A C P  
to bring about desegregation 
as rapidly as possible.

condemn a ll e ffo rt, to force w ith ­
drawal o r to c ircum vent th is 
amendment, whet.hei; by President 
E isenhower, in his denunciation 
o f th is  so-called 'r id e r,' o r by 
Corgressm an V i n s o n  [D-Ga.., 
cha irm an o f the House A rm ed 
Services C om m ittee] in bis e ffo rts  
to sdhs titu te  a new b ill,  o r t.he 
e ffo r ts  o f anv o ‘ her r onr^-essman 
o r a d m in is tra tive  o ffic ia l.”

In an e f fo r t  to  p lacate Negro 
opinion, tbe W hite  House sent its  
ch ie f errand hoy, Vice-President, 
Nix-on, to t.he N A ACP convention. 
Th is was a bit. em barrassing since 
N ixon had alreadiy turned down 
an in v ita tio n  to  the convention 
on the grounds o f “ a previous 
engagement

Before go ing to A tla n tic  C ity  
N ixon tried  to tem per N egro 
anger aga inst the ad m in is tra tion  
by m aking a h a s tily  - arranged 
good-w ill tou r o f H a r’ em. The 
V ice-P resident pu t the  best face 
he could on the A d m in is tra tio n ’s 
c iv il r ig h ts  record and urged N e­
gro  leaders to take a “ statesm an­
like  and tem perate a ttitu d e ”  to ­
wards the fig h t aga inst J im  Crow.

Then, in h is unheralded tou r o f 
Harlem  he popped in and ou t o f 
a number o f business concerns to 
the bewilderment, o f the employees. 
F ig u r in g  the Negro people were, 
now compensated fo r  Eisen­
hower’s denunciation o f the 
Powell amendment, N ixon headed 
to A tla n tic  C ity .

On Sunday, .June 26, the con­
vention 's last, day, N ixon -turned 
a ll Iris synthetic  charm on the 
N A A C P . It  d idn 't work, however. 
The delegates gave him  on iy  the  
m in im um  applause courtesy de­
manded.

Indeed, before he had left, the  
ha ll the collection speaker was 
al the m icrophone and his open­
ing words gave the lie to N ixo n ’s 
p rinc ip le  (home —  how much the 
a d m in is tra tion  had done fo r  the 
Negro people. “ Wo don’t owe 
any th ing  to e ither (he Dem ocratic 
or Republican parties —  o r the 
Communist P a rty ,"  th is  speaker 
shouted, “ any gains tha t we’ve 
made, we’ve done ourselves.”  Th is 
statem ent brought a thunder o f 
applause that followed N ixon  a ll 
(he wav out to his lim ousine.

Dock Strikers 
In Britain Solid 
After One Month
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Roosevelt “Recession” and First CIO Retreat
Bv A r t Preis

By September 1937, the heroic 
days o f the CIO  were over. In 
the fo llo w in g  two years, the 
CIO  added on ly 400,000 to the 
3,700,000 membership reached in 
its  f irs t  22 months. The s tr ike  
s ta tis tics  c learly  indicate if pe­
riod o f re trea t. The m onth ly av­
erage o f s trikes  fe ll more than 
h a lf between 1937 and 1939, as 
fo llo w s :

M onth ly Avg. 
Year No. o f S trikes
1937 395
1938 231
1939 192

Economic conditions were the 
p rinc ip a l basis fo r  th is  re trea t. 
The C IO ’s rise  had coincided 
w ith  a favorab le  economic up­
tu rn  from  June 1935 to A ugust 
1937. Physical volume o f in ­
du s tria l production had fa llen  
fro m  l i t )  po in ts on the index 
in 1929 to 58 in 1932. By in ­
creasing governm ent spending 
from  $4.0 b illion  in 1932 to  $9.7 
b illio n  in 1935 and by in fla t in g  
the governm ent debt from  $36 
b illio n  to $50 b illio n  in the same 
period, Roosevelt had managed 
to  jack up production to 87 
po in ts in 1935, to  103 in 1936 
and to 113 in  A ug ust 1937 — 
h igher than in 1929. Roosevelt 
pu b lic ly  boasted: “ We planned
i t  tha t w ay.”

In  la te  A ugust, Roosevelt’s 
“ p ro sp e rity ”  bubble burst. W ith ­
in three months, the in d u s tr ia l 
production index dropped 27%. 
In  fac t, the Roosevelt "reces­
sion”  was the most p rec ip ita te  
the country  had ever known —  
the decline in fo u r months was

The “ New Deal”  proved to be 
a b i'ie f, ephemeral period of 
m ild  re fo rm s granted under 
pressure o f m il ita n t  mass action 
by the organized w orkers, both 
unemployed and employed. By 
la te  1937, Roosevelt had adopted 
the policy o f p ropp ing  up basic 
in d u s try  w ith  governm ent w ar 
orders, w h ile  c u ttin g  re lie f  ex­
penditures even 'as unem ploy­
ment rose. The “ New Deal”  be­
came the “ W ar Deal.”

The s h ift  o f po licy was pub­
lic ly  proclaimed in Roosevelt’s 
notorious "Q ua ran tine  the A g ­
gressors”  radio speech o f Oc­
tober 5, 1937. T h is be llige ren t 
speech urged a policy o f b u ild ­
in g  b ig  m il ita ry  forces. In  th is  
ve ry  speech, Roosevelt also an­
nounced th a t “ the Federal Gov­
ernm ent w ith  the re tu rn  o f pros­
p e r ity  m ust more and more n a r­
row the c irc le  o f its  re lie f ac­
t iv it ie s  and reduce the amount 
o f Federal revenue to be ex­
pended in the am e lio ra tion o f 
human w ant and distress . . .”  

T h is  “ re tu rn  to  p ro sp e rity ”  
was a lie. Roosevelt’s Secretary 
o f the In te r io r  H aro ld  Ickes 
noted in his d ia ry  on January 
1, 1938: “ It  is c lear tha t the 
budget w ill not be balanced fo r  
the next fisca l year and th is  
does not surprise me. Unem ­
ploym ent is increasing rap id ly . 
O nly a few  days ago, President 
Knudsen, o f General M otors, 
announced th a t 30,000 more men 
would be la id  o f f  Jan. 1, th is  
in sp ite  o f ve ry  large earnings 
by GM last year.”  (The Secret 
D ia ry  o f Harold L. Ickes —  The 
Inn e r S trugg le , Vol. I I . )

In  1938, however, Roosevelt 
cut re lie f and w ork re lie f ex­
penditures to $2,170,000,000-from 
the peak S2,944.000,000 o f 1937 
and the 1935 sum of $2,321,000,-

three tim es as g rea t as the drop 
d u rin g  the f i r s t  f iv e  months 
a fte r  the October 1929 stock 
m arket crash. N ot u n til a fte r  
the outbreak o f W orld  W ar I I  
in September 1939 and a fte r 
Roosevelt had launched the 
g reatest arm s budget in U . S. 
peacetime h is to ry  Was the de­
pression to be liqu ida ted  in 1941 
and 1942.

The pro-Roosevelt labor lead­
ers and the S ta lin is ts  have gone 
to ex trava ga n t lengths to bury 
the fa c t tha t Roosevelt fa iled 
u tte r ly  to solve the problem o f 
ca p ita lis t c ris is  and depression 
w ith in  a peacetime economy. 
Y et the figu res o f mass unem­
ploym ent d u r i n g  Roosevelt’s 
f i r s t  two term s, according to 
the o ff ic ia l estim ates o f both 
the CIO and A F L , are the single 
most dam ning re fu ta tio n  o f the 
Roosevelt m yth . Unem ploym ent 
never fe l l  below 8 m illio n  d u r­
ing  the en tire  “ New Deal”  —  
the governm ent’s own special 
census reported “ 8%  m illio n  to 
11 m illio n ”  jobless a t the A ug­
ust 1937 “ p ro sp e rity ”  peak. In  
1940, a year a f te r  the w ar had 
"•farted in Europe, the CIO re ­
ported move than 10 m illio n  
unemployed. Here are the un­
em ployment s ta tis tics  from  1933 
through 1940:

C IO  A F L
Year Estimate Estimate
1933 12,643,000 13,271,000
1934 10,845,000 11,421,000
1935 10,050.000 10,652,000
1936 8,756,000 9,395,000
1937 8,109,000 8,282,000
1938 11,030,000 9,979,000
1940 10,276,000 9,104,000

000. A t the same tim e, w ar 
spending rose steadily, as fo l- 
low-s:'-

Year Fed. W ar Spending
1935 $ 689,000,000
1936 900,000,000
1937 929,000,000
1938 1,029,000,000
1939 1,206,000.000
1940 1,657,000,000
1941 6,301,000,000

In  the sp rin g  o f 1939, Roose­
ve lt called fo r  the f ir in g  of 
1,500,000 unemplpyed fro m  W’ PA 
work re lie f ro lls . B y  1940, some 
2,000,000 had been fire d . W PA 
s trikes  and unemployed demon­
stra tions  had led to mass a r ­
rests th roughou t the country. 
F B I agents were used to spy 
on the jobless and as agents 
provocateur. In  M inneapolis, 25 
unemployed were sent to ja i l  on 
F B I testim ony, a fte r  Roosevelt 
had procla im ed: “ You can’t
s tr ike  against the governm ent.”  

The legend now fostered de­
p ic ts  the Roosevelt of th a t pe­
riod as a sh in ing hum an ita rian . 
A c tu a lly , the records o f the tim e 
reveal deep d isqu ie t among 
Roosevelt’s libe ra l and labor ad­
m irers. O nly the S ta lin is ts  ap­
pear to have covered up com­
p le te ly  fo r  Roosevelt, as they 
were the f i r s t  to push fo r  a 
Roosevelt th ird  term .

Even .Sidney H illm a n , an 
obsequious supporte r o f Roose­
velt, had to com plain about the 
P resident’s re lie f budget slashes 
before the Am algam ated C lo th ­
ing  W orkers convention on M ay 
9, 1938: "A s  fa r  as labor is 
concerned, as fa r  as the p ro ­
gressive forces o f the country 
are concerned, we w il l  not pe r­
m it budget ba lancing a t the ex­
pense o f hung ry , s ta rv in g  men 
and women and ch ild ren.”

The lin k  between w a r spend­
in g  and re lie f  cuts was pointed 
ou t by none o ther than Vice 
President P h ilip  M u rra y  o f the 
U n ited M ine W orkers. M urra y , 
who was to succeed Lew is as 
head o f the CIO the fo llow ing  
November, to ld  the UlMW con­
vention in January 1940 he p re­
fe rred  to see the governm ent 
spend ten b illion  do lla rs " to  pu t 
the id le to w o rk  ra th e r than to 
spend one do lla r fo r  Am erican- 
made bulle ts to be used to k i l l  
someone.”

Long before th is, the “ New 
Deal”  had been la id  to rpst. Op 
M arch 1 ,1938, the N. Y. W orld - 
Telegra tn , ch ie f newspaper o f 
the Scripps-H ow ard chain, had 
reported tha t “ President Roose­
velt has declared a quiet a rm is­
tice on new re form s.”  This 
“ arm is tice ”  was to last a long 
tim e. F ive years a fte r  Roose­
ve lt’s death in 1945, M u rra y  was 
to  com pla in in his a rtic le  in the 
March 27, 1950, N E W  R E P U B ­
L IC : “ Since 1938, Congress has 
taken a leave o f absence from  
social we lfare leg is la tion .”  N ot 
only wgre social re form s at an 
end, but Ropsevelt sought more 
and more openly a fte r August; 
1937, to appease B ig  Business, 
A r th u r  K rock, the a u th o rita tive  
W ashington com m entator o f the 
N. Y. Times, observed on N o ­
vember 21, 1937, th a f " f o r  the 
f ir s t  tim e since 1933, the P res i­
dent (has) accepted the idea 
o f a id ing  in du s try  on its  own 
'terms . .

The im pact o f w a r on the de­
pression is described in  Price 
A d m in is tra to r Leon Henderson’s 
F irs t Q ua rte rly  Report, U . S. 
O ffice  o f Price A dm in is tra tion , 
A p r i l 30, 1942. Henderson,
Roosevelt’s ch ie f economic ad­
visor, te s tifie d :

“ The im pact [o f  w ar in 
Europe] upon Am erican m ar­
kets was im m ediate. Memories 
o f the f i r s t  W orld  W ar —  mem­
ories o f insatiab le  demand, of 
shortages, o f in fla t io n  —  were 
rekind led and there was an im ­
mediate and sharp increase in 
buying. The businessman who 
cus tom arily  bought one carload 
pu t in an o rder fo r  three. 
Prices rose p re c ip ita te ly , basic 
commodities and basic raw  m a­
te ria ls  both ju m p in g  about 25 
percent in the single m onth o f 
September [ f9 3 7 ]. The rise o f 
prices its e lf  evoked widespread 
accum ulation o f inven tories th a t 
fu r th e r  fed the  stream s o f buy­
ing. A  speculative boom was on.

“ Em ploym ent in  m an u fac tu r­
ing increased alm ost 10 per cent 
by the end o f the year. Pay 
ro lls  rose 16 per cent. The Fed­
era l Reserve index o f in d u s tria l 
production, which stood a t 106 
per cent o f the 1935-39 average 
in August, rose to 125 in  De­
cember. This was an a ll-tim e  
h igh .

B u t w a r in Europe did not, 
o f itse lf, tu rn  the tr ic k . . Eco­
nomic conditions in the U. S. re ­
turned to th e ir  fo rm e r condition 
o f slum p d u rin g  the so-called 
"S itz -k r ie g ”  o r “ phony w a r.”  
The invasion o f the Low Coun­
tr ies  apd France in A p r i l and 
M ay 1940 wap the signa l fo r  
Roosevelt to ca ll fo r  a ll-ou t 
U. S. w ar preparations. In  Ju ly , 
Congress appropria ted $12 b i l­
lion fo r  m il ita ry  spending and 
by M arch 1941 the to ta l su r­
passed the $35 b illio n  expendi­
ture fo r  a ll o f W orld  W a r I.

The C IO ’s re tre a t under un ­
favo rab le  economic conditions 
and Roosevelt’s pro - w a r cam­
pa ign is reflected in the events

John L. Lewis ( le ft)  and the late Sidney Hillm an. The latter 
intrigued with the late President ’Roosevelt against Lewis and 
organized the opposition to Lewis inside the CIO. The conflict 
came to a head at the November 1940 convention of the CIO.

w ith in  the most dem ocratic and 
dynam ic C IO  union, the U nited 
A utom obile  W orkers. A t  the 
th ird  annual U A W  convention, 
held in M ilw aukee la te  in  A u g ­
ust, 1937) there began the in ­
tense fac tio na l s trugg le  between 
top leadership cliques fo r  con­
tro l o f the union. H eading one 
fac tio n  was Hom er M a rtin , 
whose specia lty  was red -ba iting . 
The o ther fac tio n  —  se lf-s ty led 
the “ U n ity ”  caucus —  included 
the S ta lin is ts  and W a lte r Reu­
the r. The S ta lin is ts  a t th is  
stage proposed to ban a ll cau­
cuses in  the U A W . T h is  con­
ven tion ended uip w ith  a “ com- 
proinj.se“  d iv is ion  o f .posts.

In  September, 1937, the U A W  
N ationa l Executive Board, in ­
c lud ing  the S ta lin is ts  and Reu- 
the r, voted unanim ously to ban 
a ll local newspapers, to subject 
a ll local prin ted  m a tte r to  N E B  
censorship. A t  the same tim e, 
they voted to in fo rm  General 
M otors i t  could f ir e  any w o rk ­
ers engaged in “ unauthorized”  
strikes. Reuther and the S ta lin ­
ists jo ined in s ign ing  a le tte r  to 
th is  e ffec t sent to GM.

The power f ig h t  between the 
M a rtin  and the U n ity  factions 
came to a head in  ea rly  1939 
a f te r  M a rtin  suspended the m a­
jo r i t y  o f the Executive Board. I 
He then tr ied  to d rag  the UAW-  
back in to  the A F L . S p lit con­
ventions were held, bu t the pro- 
CIO convention in  Cleveland 
won the overw helm ing ‘support 
o f the auto w orkers. Reuther 
worked w ith  the S ta lin is ts  un­
t i l  1939, a lthough his f i r s t  
brea'k w ith  them came in  1938 
in a squabble over a post fo r  
his bro ther V ic to r in the M ich i­
gan CIO.

In  June 1940, the U A W  s ign ­
ed the w orst GM con tract ever, 
w ith o u t p ro v id ing  fo r  proper 
grievance m achinery, and w ith  
weakened sen io rity . A t  th is  
tim e, the S ta lin is ts  took the 
lead in g e ttin g  GM locals to 
rescind previous resolutions fo r  
the 30-hour week a t 40 hours’ 
pay. Reuther, in charge o f the 
union’s GM divis ion, helped ram  
the contract, g iv in g  only a 1 Vic 
pay increase, down the GM 
workers' th roa ts , using the “ na­
tiona l emergency”  as a ram rod. 
He sajd that “ now we m ust ac- 
ejent ovep a bad agreement fo r  
the goo4 o f thy country .”

A t  {he J u ly  1941 U A W  con­
vention, Reuth,er, heading the 
then most conservative w in g  o f 
the U A W ,  shoved th rough  the 
fiyst an ti-dem ocratic  amendment 
to the U A W  constitu tion , a dis­

c r im in a to ry  amendment b a rr in g  
“ com m unists”  from  elective or 
appo in tive  offices in the in te r­
national.

The CIO re tre a t was reflected 
in v ir tu a lly  every one o f its  
a ffilia tes . A t  a national SWOC 
conference in December 1937, the 
question o f se ttin g  up a steel 
in te rna tiona l w ith  elected office rs 
was shunted aside. No. analysis 
was made o f the reasons fo r  the 
L it t le  Steel defeat. P h ilip  M u r­
ray  assumed absolute and un ­
lim ited  powers. By F ebruary 
1938, both the steel and te x tile  
o rgan iz ing  drives were b rought 
to a ha lt, w ith  th e ir  o rgan iz ing  
s ta ffs  reduced to a qu a rte r o f 
th e ir  o rig in a l size. Two years 
la te r, at the May, 1940, SWOC 
conference, M u rra y ’s eagerness 
to aid Roosevelt’s th ird -te rm  
campaign led him  to in v ite

M ayo r K e lly , whose cops had 
k ille d  ten steel w orkers in  the 
1937 M em oria l Day Massacre, to 
address the ga the ring . The Re­
public Steel delegates w alked out 
in a body when M u rra y  in tro ­
duced Chicago's New Deal 
m ayor.

A lm ost fo rgo tte n  today is the 
alliance o f the S ta lin is ts  w ith  
the CIO leadership in th a t period 
and the treacherous class-colla­
bo ra tio n is t role the fo llow ers o f 
the Com m unist P a rty  line  fo l­
lowed. Those who reca ll the 
s tr ikeb reak ing , speed-up, incen­
tive  pay policies o f the S ta lin ­
ists d u rin g  W orld  W a r I I  may 
fo rg e t th a t th is  was the con tinu ­
a tion  o f the line tire S ta lin is ts  
pushed before the w a r, in te r­
rupted b r ie f ly  on ly  d u rin g  the 
period o f the S ta lin -H itle r  pact. 
Every section o f the top CIO  
leadership played ba ll conscious­
ly , at one tim e  or another, w ith  
the S ta lin is ts . Indeed, the S ta lin ­
ists, by v ir tu e  o f th e ir false 
label o f “ com m unists,”  were able 
to deceive and d iso rie n t union 
m ilita n ts  who would not tru s t 
the o ld -line  union leaders. Th,ey 
were invaluab le to the CIO  lead­
ersh ip in  he lp ing to bureaucra­
tize  the CIO  and harness its  
na tive  m ilitancy .

W ith  the consent o f Lew is, 
H illm a n , M u rra y , etc., the S ta lin ­
ists moved in to take over lead­
in g  c ity  and state CIO councils. 
Joseph C urran  o f the CIO  Na 
tion a l M a ritim e  Union, M ichael 
Q u ill o f the T ransp o rt W orkers, 
and H a rry  "B ridges o f the W est 
Coast Longshoremen fa ith fu lly  
fo llow ed every tw is t and tu rn  o f 
the S ta lin is t line. The S ta lin is ts  
were a po w e rfu l force in the 
steel, rubber, auto and e lectrica l 
unions. Lew is appointed Bridges 
the W est Coast CIO d irec to r in 
October 1937.

The Stalinist Strikebreakers
The S ta lin is ts  were then c a ll­

in g  fo r  “ co llective secu rity ”  by 
a m il ita ry  a lliance o f the Soviet 
Union and the "W estern  democ­
racies”  —  th a t is, the ca p ita lis t 
im p e ria lis t countries lined up 
against the A x is  im p e ria lis t 
powers, Germ any, I ta ly  and 
Japan. The inducement the S ta l­
in is ts  offered W a ll S treet fo r  a 
w ar pact was the use o f the 
Am erican Com m unist P a rty  to 
s t if le  the class s trugg le  in  th is  
country . In  the UAW '; the S ta l­
in is ts  on the GEB signed the 
GM “ d isc ip lin a ry ”  le tte r and the 
October 1937 Com m unist m aga­
zine declared th a t the Commun­
is t P a rty  was “ aga inst unau­
thorized s trikes .”

In  A p r i l 1938, d u rin g  a ju r is ­
d ic tiona l f ig h t w ith  the then in ­
dependent Sailo rs Union o f the 
Pacific, w h ich was de fy in g  an 
N L R B  ru lin g , H a rry  B ridges ap­
peared as an open s trikeb reaker 
w ith  the slogan, “ You can’t 
s tr ike  against the governm ent.”  
La te r, Roosevelt and Trum an 
used th is  same slogan when they 
seized ra ilroads and p lan ts to 
break strikes. Bridges introduced 
in February 1940 a “ five-year 
peace p lan ”  o ffe r in g  a no -strike  
guarantee fo r  five years in the 
m a ritim e  in d u s try  in re tu rn  fo r  
a com pulsory a rb itra tio n  set-up.

The S ta lin is ts  scored another 
“ f irs t ”  in treachery toward 
Am erican labor by in it ia t in g  the 
cam paign fo r  a th ird  te rm  fo r  
Roosevelt. They in troduced a 
reso lu tion to th is  e ffec t a t the 
November 1938 CIO  convention. 
Lew is, as cha irm an, ru led the

reso lu tion ou t o f order. H o w ­
ever, the CIO N a tion a l Execu­
tive  Board o f 42 contained 15 
S ta lin is ts  or S ta lin is t sym pa­
th izers.

Even a fte r  the S ta lin -H itle r  
pact in A ugust 1939, the S ta lin ­
ists continued to  g ive “ qua lified”  
support to  the Roosevelt th ird  
term . In November 1939 a ll S ta l­
in is t delegates voted fo r  th ird - 
te rm  reso lu tions a t the New 
Y o rk  and New Jersey sta te  CIO 
conventions. Q u ill said a t the 
New Y o rk  CIO convention: “ We 
believe th a t endorsing a th ird  
term  a t th is  tim e is correct.”  
B u t he warned the labor move­
ment to “ see th a t President 
Roosevelt and any o ffic ia l o f the 
Am erican governm ent should 
never a ttem pt to d rive  the 
Am erican people in to  w a r.”

The S ta lin is ts  w ithdrew  th e ir 
support from  Roosevelt in  1940 
and gave undercover backing to 
the Republican W illk ie . B u t a fte r 
the Nazi a ttack  on the Soviet 
Union, June 22, 1941, Q u ill, C ur­
ran, Bridges and the rest o f the 
S ta lin is t fo llow ers in the CIO 
again became rab id  supporters 
o f Roosevelt and the cap ita lis t 
war.

P o litics  dom inated the develop­
ments in the CIO du ring  th is  
period and led to the f irs t  se ri­
ous in te rna l c o n flic t among the 
top CIO leaders. T h is  s trugg le  
revolved ai-ound the g ro w in g  
enm ity  between Lew is and Roose­
ve lt.

D u rin g  the General M o to rs  
s trike , and even more sharp ly  
d u rin g  the L i t t le  Steel s trike ,

...M ig ra to ry  Workers' Plight in M id-South
(Continued fro m  page 1)

s ta rva tion  wage rates em ploy­
ers pay.

Between seasonal jobs and 
d u rin g  the w in te r these m ig ra ­
to ry  fam ilies  usua lly  re tu rn  to 
St. Louis. There they seek work 
as construction laborers, truck  
d rivers , shoe fa c to ry  workers, 
housemaids, care takers, o r at 
any odd job they can get. Quite 
a few  set themselves up as ju nk  
dealers. O thers t r y  to sell f ir e ­
wood. They also ge t a l i t t le  
w o rk  on fa rm s  around the c ity , 
p a r tic u la r ly  in b e rry -p ick ing  
tim e.

Long periods o f unemployment 
or p a rtia l unem ploym ent are a 
common experience to them. L i t ­
t le  o f the social leg is la tion 
adopted d u rin g  the last tw en ty  
years applies to these m ig ra to ry  
w orkers. They are among the 
fo rgo tte n  people, to whom Eisen­
hower recently re fe rred , who 
have incomes o f less than $1,000 
a year. And those in the St. 
Louis fa rm  labor pool are only 
pa rt o f some 2,000,000 workers 
employed yearly  in a g ricu ltu re , 
most o f whom arc robbed o f a 
decent liv in g  and independence.

The question arises: where do 
these m ig ra to ry  w orkers come 
fro m  ? Some come out o f the 
Ozark h il l coun try , older c h il­
dren who had to  leave home so 
the rest o f the fa m ily  could 
keep a live  on the unproductive 
land. O thers are displaced ten­

ants fro m  the cotton land, a 
g rea t m any o f them Negroes. 
Since the fo rm s o f tenancy in 
the cotton areas va ry , a b r ie f 
descrip tion m ig h t be he lp fu l.

There appear to be three m ain 
classes o f tenants: (1 ) Those
who pay a fixe d  ren ta l e ithe r 
in cash o r its  equiva lent in crop 
value. (2) Those who fu rn is h  
th e ir  own tools and pay a fixed  
percentage o f the cash crop, 
about one-fou rth  to one-th ird. 
(3) The sharecropper to  whom 
the land lord supplies land and 
tools, together w ith  food and 
staples (called “ fu rn is h ” ). In  re ­
tu rn  the land lord takes a t least 
h a lf the crop, plus a ll the extra  
he can get by cheating the 
cropper.

D isplacem ent o f tenants, m a in ­
ly  the sharecroppers, th a t be­
gan a fte r  the 1929 m arke t crash 
had reached serious p roportions 
by 1932. Then came the New 
Deal program  o f scarcity, ca lling  
fo r  the p low ing  under o f cotton 
in re tu rn  fo r  a governm ent sub­
sidy. Landlords began to  “ re n t”  
acreage to the government, 
th ro w in g  sharecroppers o f f  the 
land and cheating them o f th e ir 
share o f the governm ent subsidy 
in the barga in. Some planters 
offered croppers a chance to 
stay on as fie ld  hands at wages 
as low as 35 cents a day.

Accord ing to the A F L  A g r i­
cu ltu ra l W orkers Union cotton 
production has also been af-1

fected by fa rm  mechanization 
which has doubled the produc­
t iv i t y  o f a g ric u ltu ra l workers 
na tion a lly  since the beg inn ing o f 
W orld  W ar I I .  Much cotton is 
now picked by machine and use 
o f machines fo r  chopping cotton 
is on the increase.

The union reports  m any p la n t­
ers no longer provide “ fu rn is h ”  
fo r  sharecropping, demanding in ­
stead th a t the croppers stay on 
as day laborers a t some $40 a 
m onth. This leaves the cropper 
the a lte rna tive  o f s tay in g  on the 
p lan ta tion  a t a s ta rva tio n  wage 
o r go ing to the c ity  and en ter­
in g  the fa rm  labor pool. M any 
in the M id-South choose the la t­
te r course, go ing to  c ities  like  
St. Louis o r  M em phis. The 
W orld  Alm anac gives p a rtia l 

: evidence in the same direction 
in a re p o rt th a t the tenant fa rm  
p roportion  o f a ll fa rm s na tion a l­
ly  dropped about 12% between 
1940 and 1950.

This does not mean th a t 
sharecropping has disappeared 
fro m  the South. A p p a re n tly  hun­
dreds o f thousands are s t ill 
c rue lly  exp lo ited by th a t system 
o f sem i-slavery. In  general the 
complex trends in vo lv in g  share- 
cropping and day labor on the 
b ig la n d  ho ld ings requ ire  a g reat 
deal o f close s tudy before a ll 
the fac ts  w ill become clear.

S t ill another source o f supply 
fo r  the fa rm  labor pool is M e x i­
can con tract labor, developed

d u rin g  the w a rtim e  manpower 
shortage and since continued be­
cause the fa rm  employers can 
exp lo it these w orkers merciless­
ly . Last y.ear a t least 20,000 
M exican w orkers came to  the 
A rkansas cotton fjf^ds  under 
contract and another 2,500 in to  
M issouri. P lanters p i t  Mexican 
aga inst Negro labor in  an e f fo r t  
to d rive  down wages. F ig h ts  
between these w orkers and even 
k il lin g s  sometimes resu lt.

Such tra g ic  events are a ll the 
more possible because the m i­
g ra to ry  fa rm  w orkers are fo r 
the most pa rt unorganized. Some 
are now in the union. O thers 
are m oving in  tha t d irection, 
saying, “ Everybody else is in a 
union, we need one too.”  But 
the m a jo r ity  o f these workers, 
who come from  areas where 
there has been l i t t le  or no o r­
ganization, are not fu lly  aware 
o f the power inherent in  a 
union.

Y e t a g re a t tra d itio n  o f s tru g ­
gle is a lready the common prop­
e rty  o f these w orkers, above a ll 
the tra d itio n  o f th e ir  present 
union movement, launched d u r­
ing  1934 in  Po inse tt County, 
Arkansas. A t  th a t tim e  ten 
Negro and 17 w h ite  w orkers met 
to fo rm  w ha t soon became the 
Southern Tenant Farm ers Union.

A  sharecropper present a t th a t 
m eeting, a vete ran o f the 1918 
E la ine massacre o f a Negro 
sharecroppers union, set the

po licy  fo r  the S T FU  when he 
said, “ W e colored can’t  organize 
w ith o u t you w h ite  fo lk s  and you 
w h ite  fo lk s  can’t  organize w ith ­
ou t us.”  F rom  then on Negro 
and w h ite  so lid a r ity  prevailed 
a ll the way.

The p lan te rs had union o r­
ganizers beaten and ja ile d  on 
charges o f “ d is tu rb in g  labor.”  
Churches where the union m et 
were padlocked, the  w indows 
boarded up and the flo o rs  re ­
moved. U n ion members were 
m urdered. When a s tr ike  was 
called the ja ils  were f ille d  w ith  
s tr ike rs . B u t the cotton s t il l 
hung in the bolls and f in a lly  
the union won a pay raise. Then 
came a new wave o f  p lan te r 
te rro r, leading to an even bolder 
s tr ike  th rou gh  which the union 
won a w r itte n  con tract and 
showed i t  was there to  stay.

In  th a t f ig h t  the union was 
made up m ostly  o f sharecrop­
pers. La te r, day laborers and 
some s m a l l  fa rm ers  were 
b rough t in to  the ranks. Today 
th is  same union exists on a 
la rg e r scale as the N a tiona l 
A g r ic u ltu ra l W  o r k e r s  Union, 
A F L . I ts  president, H. L. M itch ­
ell, a fo rm e r sharecropper, was 
the secre tary o f the S T FU  from  
the s ta r t and a p a rtic ip a n t in 
the ba ttles th rough  which th a t 
union was founded.

Today the N A W U -A F L  has 
around 10,000 members in  good 
standing and another 50,000 who

have paid dues at one time or 
another and consider themselves 
union members. I t  has over 300 
locals, many of which function 
only now and then as issues 
arise. This seeming looseness 
in dues payments and local ac­
tiv ity arises from the seasonal 
unemployment and the m igra­
tory nature of the work.

The union has its main 
strength among fru it, vegetable 
and sugar cane workers in 
Louisiana. Its next strongest 
section is among California fac­
tory farm  workers. Third in size 
is the group composed of M id- 
South cotton workers. There is 
also a scattering of members in 
the dairy states.

Yet to join the N A W U  are 
hundreds of thousands of farm  
workers who live today under 
conditions that compel action in 
their own defense. Battles are 
brewing on the corporation 
farm s that w ill have fa r greater 
sweep and power than the drive 
that founded the union back 
in the Thirties.

Strikes among Southern in­
dustrial workers w ill help in ­
spire the m igratory farm  work­
ers to action. Their own battles 
w ill in turn interlace with the 
struggles of the industrial work­
ers. Out of these forces an alert 
socialist movement can develop 
new cadres for the vanguard 
party of American labor.

Lew is had clashed w ith  Roose­
ve lt over the la tte r ’s an ti-un ion  
acts. In  fac t, as ea rly  as F ebru­
a ry  1, . 1937, Lew is spoke in 
fa vo r o f a th ird  p a rty , based on 
a com bination o f labor and the 
farm ers, at a d inner m eeting

sponsored by Common Sense 
magazine. By 1939, according to 
A lin sky , Lew is ’s b iographer, the 
CIO leader “ was becoming in ­
creas ing ly  in terested in the es­
tab lishm ent o f a th ird  po litica l 
p a rty .”

Lewis Breaks with Roosevelt
But, u n fo rtuna te ly , L e w i s  

never seriously pressed the idea 
o f a labor p a rty . Instead, he 
kept his resentm ent against 
Roosevelt to h im se lf and his in ­
tim ates and did no t take the 
CIO membership in to  h is confi­
dence. He continued a f te r  the 
L itt le  Steel re b u ff fro m  Roose­
ve lt to t r y  to patch up th e ir  
po litica l alliance. D u rin g  the 
1938 elections, a t Roosevelt’s 
personal request, Lew is again 
con tribu ted la rge sums o f U n ited 
M ine W orkers money to the 
Democrats. A big share o f th is  
money was spent to aid the 
Roosevelt-Dem ocratic faction in 
M ary land . A  leader o f th is  fac­
tion  was Congressman A lle n  E. 
Goldsborough, la te r awarded a 
judgeship by Roosevelt. N ine 
years la te r Federal Judge Golds­
borough was to  repay Lew is fo r  
his p o litica l help by fin in g  him 
and the U M W  three and a h a lf 
m illio n  do lla rs  fo t v io la tin g  an 
in junc tion . Rooseyelt likew ise 
personally solic ited and obtained 
funds from  Lew is fo r  Senator 
A lben B a rk ley ’s cam paign in 
Kentucky. Bark ley, too, repaid 
th is  po litica l debt by sna rling  
a ttacks on the later' m ine s trikes.

As la te  as the November 1939 
CIO convention, Lew is took no 
open stand aga inst a th ird  term  
fo r  Roosevelt. Lew is held the 
position o f a “ ne u tra l,”  vo ic ing  
the hope fo r  a “ progressive”  
candidate fo r  president. A t th is  
tim e, Lew is spoke sharp ly 
against any d rive  tow ard w ar, 
but also backed Roosevelt’s “ neu­
t r a l i t y ”  measures, which were a 
smokescreen fo r  the w a r drive. 
H illm a n , however, was the au­
th o r o f the “ n e u tra lity ”  reso lu­
tion  and was w o rk in g  hand-in­
glove w ith  Roosevelt aga inst 
Lew is and seeking to underm ine 
Lewis in the CIO.

When Roosevelt, w ith o u t con­
su ltin g  Lew is, appointed H i l l ­
man to the N a tiona l Defense 
A dvisory Committee, Lew is fe lt  
th a t the P resident was de liber­
a te ly  t r y in g  to w in  over CIO 
leaders w ith  fa vo rs  and appo in t­
ments and to  bu ild  a fac tio n  in ­
side the CIO to  destroy Lewis. 
I t  was th is  th a t b ro ug h t Lew is 
to an open break w ith  Roose­
velt.

T ha t Lew is was correct in  his 
assum ption has on ly  recently 
been a ffirm ed  by M atthew  Jo- 
sephson in his lauda to ry  b iog ra ­
phy o f H illm a n . Josephson te lls  
how Roosevelt enterta ined the 
h ig h ly  f la tte re d  H illm a n  a t the 
P resident’s Hyde Park estate in 
the sum m er o f 1939: “ Roosevelt 
feared g re a tly  tha t the. CIO, 
which had given him  such 
m ig h ty  aid in the cam paign of 
1936, m ight be turned against 
him through the enormous in ­
fluence o f Lew is,”  reveals Jo­
sephson. “ In his dilemma, F ra n k ­
lin  Roosevelt, w ith  keen in tu ­
ition , turned to Sidney H illm a n  
fo r  help. In H illm a n  the P resi­
dent sensed a r iv a l force w ith in  
(he CIO, one tha t m igh t be used 
to d iv ide the g row ing  opposition 
in  the labor movement or wean 
it away from  Lew is. Hence the 
marked personal a tten tions shown 
to H illn ia n  a t Hyde Park and 
elsewhere.”

On Jan. 24, 1940, a t the 50th 
A nn ive rsa ry  convention o f the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers, Lewis 
procla im ed h is p o litica l break 
w ith  the Dem ocrats and Roose­
ve lt. He declared tha t “ the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  is in  de fau lt 
to the Am erican people”  on 
every m a jo r domestic and in te r ­
na tiona l issue. He charged th a t 
Roosevelt had “ broken fa ith ”  
w ith  the Am erican w orkers. “ In  
the Congress, the unrestra ined 
b a itin g  and de fam ing o f labor 
by the Dem ocratic m a jo r ity  has 
become a pastime, never subject 
to rebuke by the t i tu la r  o r actual 
leaders o f the p a rty .”  He added 
th a t Roosevelt’s candidacy “ would 
resu lt in  ignom inious defeat.”  

Im m edia te ly , pother CIO lead­
ers, inc lud ing  H illm a n , Rieve o f 
the U n ited  T e x tile  W orkers and 
D ubinsky, repud iated Lew is ’s 
statem ent and declared them ­
selves in support o f a th ird  te rm  
fo r  Roosevelt. On Feb. 11, 1940, 
Lew is issued another b last a t 
Roosevelt, when the la tte r  h i t  a 
you th  convention w hich had 
passed an a n ti-w a r reso lu tion p ro ­
tes tin g  loans to F in land in  the 
Sovie t-F inn ish  w a r. Lew is re ­
minded Roosevelt th a t the 2,400 
delegates a t the U M W  conven­
tion  had also voted aga inst loans 
to F in land  and “ a fte r  a ll, who 
has a b igger, g rea te r r ig h t  to 
pro test aga inst w a r, o r any p a rt 
o f wrar, o r the d ip lo m atic  in ­
trigues o f w ar, o r the subtle po­
lit ic s  preceding w ar, than the 
young men who, in  the event o f 
w ar, would become cannon fo d ­
de r? ”

Roosevelt had already made 
p la in  th a t “ na tiona l defense”

was designed to put handcuffs 
on labor, to prevent s trikes  and 
freeze wages: On M ay 21, 1940, 
he to ld a press conference: 
“ Labor w ill not a ttem pt to take 
advantage o f its  co llective power 
to foment s trikes  and in te rfe re  
w ith  the na tiona l defense pro­
gram  to squeeze h igher wages 
from  employers in the so-called 
w ar industries.”  A t .  an ea rly  
conference o f his new ly-appo in t­
ed N D A C , Roosevelt made p la in  
to H illm a n , his labor captive, 
what was expected o f h im : “ S id­
ney, I expect you to keep labor 
in step!”

In  A ugust 1940, Lew is to ld  a 
cheering convention o f the 
U n ited  A uto  W orkers in St. 
Lou is: “ Some day in th is  coun­
t r y  the people are go ing  to  lose 
confidence in the ex is ting  p o lit i­
cal parties to a degree th a t they 
w ill fo rm  th e ir  own p a rty .”  
W ith  Lewis beg inning to  voice 
such independent sentim ents, i t  
was no wonder th a t an e s ti­
mated 25,000,000 to 30,000,- 
000 people tuned in on the 
evening o f October 25, 1940, to  
hear a po litica l s ta tem ent by 
A m erica ’s m ost popu la r la b o r 
leader.

F o r most o f his speech, h is 
audience, inc lud ing  v ir tu a lly  
every member o f organized la ­
bor, heard a devasta ting  a tta ck  
on the Roosevelt w a r program  
and Roosevelt’s assum ption o f 
executive powers. “ . . . Those 
who hear these words, and who 
have studied the pub lic  addresses 
o f the President, fro m  his C h i­
cago ‘quarantine speech’ to  h is  
C h a rlo ttesv ille  ‘stab in the back’ 
address, * and thence to D ayton  
and Philadelph ia, w i l l  understand 
his objective. I t  is w a r. H is  
every act leads one to th is  in ­
escapable conclusion. The P res i­
dent has said th a t he hates w a r 
and w ill w o rk  fo r  peace, bu t his 
acts do no t match his words. .

M illio ns  o f w orkers  were hang­
ing on Lew is ’s every word. M il­
lions o f them were w a itin g  fo r  
h im  to announce a new bold in ­
dependent p o lit ic a l course —  a 
call fo r  thé labor p a r ty  about 
which he had spoken on ly  a few  
weeks before. Then came tha 
an ti-c lim a x . “ . . . I f  no t Roose­
ve lt, whom do I recommend to 
do the job  of m aking  secure ou r 
nation and its  people ? W hy, o f 
course, I  recommend the election 
o f W endell L  W illk ie . . .”

To the workers, there was 
obviously no more sense in  v o t­
in g  fo r  W illk ie , the Republican 
tool o f the u tilit ie s , who spoke 
fo r  both “ peace”  and m il ita ry  
aid to B r ita in , than in vo tin g  
fo r  Roosevelt who in troduced the  
d ra ft  and also prom ised th a t 
“ our boys are not go ing to be 
sent in to  any fo re ig n  w ars.”

There was a fu r th e r  po in t 
Lew is made in his radio speech. 
He said th a t a v ic to ry  fo r  Roose­
ve lt would be “ the equiva lent 
o f a vote o f no confidence”  in 
Lew is by the members o f the 
CIO. I f  Roosevelt were re-e lect­
ed, Lew is said he would “ re tire  
as president o f the CIO, a t its  
convention in November. . .”

A t  the CIO convention, on 
Nov. 18, 1940, tw o weeks a f te r  
Roosevelt’s election, Lew is end­
ed his term  o f office as CIO  
president and refused a renom i­
nation. H is choice as his suc­
cessor was P h ilip  M urra y .

A lin s k y  has bewailed Lew is ’s 
break w ith  Roosevelt as “ the 
g re a t Am erican T ragedy o f the 
labor movement.”  He is dead 
w rong. Lew is ’s trage dy  is g re a t 
indeed, bu t i t  is no t h is  break 
w ith  Roosevelt. H is  trage dy  was 
his in a b ility  to  break w ith  the 
k ind o f po litics  represented by 
his coa lition  w ith  Roosevelt.

I t  was not w ith  Roosevelt the 
in d iv idu a l, but w ith  Roosevelt 
the ca p ita lis t re fo rm  po litic ia n  
that Lew is form ed his po litica l 
ties. In tu rn in g  from  Roosevelt 
to  W illk ie , Lewis had hoped to  
fo rm  the same kind o f t ie  w ith  
another p o litica l agent o f the 
same r u l ir g  class th a t Roosevelt 
represented. Had Lew is used his 
tremendous in fluence and pres­
tige  to summon Am erican labor 
to bu ild  its  own p a rty  at th a t 
cruc ia l junctu re , the Am erican 
w o rk ing  class would be at least 
15 years fu r th e r  ahead today. 
Lew is ’s fa ilu re  in th is  regard is 
the real tragedy.

Notice to Readers
We regret to announce that 

for reasons of health Art Preis 
has been compelled to discon- 
nue temporarily further work 
on this series, “20 Years of the 
CIO .” We hope to he able to 
resume publication of the 
series in about six weeks.

‘New Deal’ Becomes ‘War Deal’
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Witch Hunters Retreat on Lattimore
The Department of Justice has had to 

admit defeat in the Lattimore case by 
dropping all charges. This action was 
not taken gracefully. Attorney General 
Brownell pushed the fantastic perjury 
charges against the Johns Hopkins profes­
sor with a vindictiveness worthy of Mc- 
Carran and McCarthy, the fathers of the 
“ get Lattimore” campaign. When federal 
Judge Youngdahl refused to countenance 
such vague charges as that Lattimore had 
“ sympathized” with the Communist Party 
line or that his thinking had paralleled it, 
the Attorney General began a legal and 
publicity campaign to intimidate and dis­
credit Youngdahl.

But the climate of opinion has been 
shifting in this country. The decision of 
the topmost circle of U.S. capitalism to 
put McCarthy in cold storage until he is 
urgently needed again, meant that the 
witch hunt could not be maintained at the 
high pitch to which it  had been pushed. 
For that a hysteria, fed by charges of 
treason and espionage and fascist-like 
frame-ups — in a word, McCarthyism — 
is necessary.

With the silencing of McCarthy the 
forces defending civil liberties began to 
make a little headway. Moreover, a few 
perspicacious politicians and jurists noted 
which way the wind was now blowing and 
became partial defenders of civil liberties.

This has resulted in a steady chipping 
away at the “ excesses” of the witch hunt. 
For example, the Supreme Court, while 
ducking the big constitutional issues in the 
civil liberties cases before it, has ruled 
against the witch hunters several times 
in a row — in the Emspak. F ifth ' Amend­
ment cases and in the Peters case. Taking 
heart from the change in atmosphere the 
lower federal courts have begun to speak 
up — in the Dr. Nathan and Max Shacht- 
man passport cases and in the Lattimore 
case.

Eisenhower’s appointee to the Subversive 
Activities Control Board, Harry M. Cain, 
who earlier had been in the McCarthyite 
wing of his party, has been making “ liberal”  
speeches all over the country about trim ­
ming the “ excesses”  of the witch hunt and 
bringing it  within the bounds of “ reason.”

While he is for a subversive list and en­
forcing it, he criticizes the “ sloppiness”  of 
the present one and its “ misuse” on state, 
city and private levels. This is also more 
and more the editorial line of the most 
responsible Big Business newspapers.

On June 27 the Senate unanimously 
approved the setting up of a bi-partisan 
commission, half of whose members will 
be from private life, to review the entire 
“ security”  program. The House of Rep­
resentatives is expected to approve this 
commission since the steady opposition of 
the administration to it  was suddenly 
withdrawn.

Equally significant was a report issued 
the next day by the Senate internal 
security subcommittee headed by those 
notorious redbaiters, Jenner and Eastland. 
This report states that the Attorney Gen­
eral’s list has been “ widely misunderstood 
and misapplied”  and that it  should be 
brought into “ proper perspective.”  It  
endorses some of the specific reforms that 
Harry M. Cain has been urging.'

Gratifying though any diminution in the 
witch hunt and any defeats suffered by 
the thought-controllers may be, true 
defenders of civil liberties should be on 
the alert. What is intended by those in 
control is a limited operation. The ad­
ministration, reformed characters like 
Cain and the “ self-reformed”  Jenner and 
Eastland have no desire or intention of 
dismantling the witch hunt. They merely 
want to prune the evil growth a little. A t 
the same time they will take care not to 
destroy it.

The only social force in this country 
equal to the task of converting the limited 
reform of the witch hunt into an extirpa­
tion of the whole witch hunt is organized 
labor. T ill now labor has not played its 
prober role in the figh t to restore full 
political liberty to this country. I t  has 
given lip service to the fight, but its 
leaders were themselves too involved in 
their own inner-union witch hunting to 
take a principled stand and to lead the 
fight. Let us hope that the change in the 
atmosphere will facilitate a break-through 
in the unions enabling labor to take its 
rightfu l position in this fight.

A  Conservative Tide ?
“ A tide of conservatism actually ap­

pears to be running in the world,”  said the 
U.S. News, June 3, after the May election 
victory of the British Tories.

This reactionary magazine of Big Busi­
ness joyfully lists some of the conser­
vative capitalist Victories of the post-war 
period as follows: “ Australia started it in 
December, 1949, defeating Labor. Britain 
then came along in October, 1950, defeat­
ing the Socialists, electing Churchill. The 
U.S. followed with Republican victory in 
1952. Germany gave a sweep for con­
servatives with a big Adenauer victory 
in 1953. Britain is back with a big new 
victory for the Conservatives, defeat for 
Labor.”

Now, before too many champagne 
bottles are opened to Celebrate these vic­
tories, let’s take a closer look at the 
ledger.

Good book-keeping methods, as the 
editors of a Big Business magazine should 
know, must include losses as well as gains. 
There are two sides to a ledger.

U.S. News begins its list with the year 
1949 when Australian Conservatives beat 
Labor in an election. But 1949 is the year

of the biggest defeat of all for the capital­
ist world.

In 1949 one-fourth of the population of 
the world won a great revolutionary 
victory in China. They threw out the 
puppets of Wall Street — Chiang Kai-shek 
and his crew. The^easants took the land 
from the feudal landowners. The revolu­
tionary people of China have started on 
the road of socialist reconstruction of their 
country.

Six hundred million people were thereby 
freed from the domination of world 
capitalism. This one item alone outweighs 
by far the combined gains of capitalism 
listed by the U.S. News.

The capitalists, of course, can be ex­
pected to count their victories one by one 
and crow over them. And the workers have 
no reason to close their eyes to these vic­
tories. There are important lessons to be 
learned from them.

But let’s keep the score straight. The 
workers’ side of the world struggle be­
tween socialism and capitalism has made 
powerful gains since World War II. U.S. 
News had better sober up and look at the 
other side of the ledger.

Organizers of Defeat
Elsewhere on this page we print an 

account of the suffering of the Guate­
malan workers and peasants at the hands 
of native reaction allied with U.S. im­
perialism which crushed the nationalist 
revolution one year ago.

The author, Julio Garcia, explains that 
it  was the Stalinists who, by tying the 
workers, and peasants to the vacillating 
capitalist class, bear the responsibility for 
the defeat.

The tragedy -of the Guatemalan revolu­
tion duplicated the cruel defeat suffered 
by the Iranian anti-imperialist movement 
nearly two years ago.

There too — through control of the 
Tudeh Party — the Stalinists held leader­
ship of the workers and peasants move­
ment. There too, by failing to organize 
the independent struggle of the working 
people, they engineered defeat. In Iran 
they preached reliance on the capitalist 
demagogue Mohammed Mossadegh as the 
means of defeating imperialism.

But Mossadegh surrendered without 
struggle to the Shah and his U.S. and 
English oil company backers when they 
launched their counter-revolutionary coup. 
The Stalinists had no independent plan of 
struggle. They rejected the road of figh t­
ing for a workers and peasants govern-

Guatemala — A  Year After "LiberationU

By Julio Garcia
M E X IC O , D. F. —  Recently I  

v is ited G uatem ala and got a 
close look at the country which 
was saved from  the “ Com m unist 
p lo tte rs ”  by the W a ll S tree t in ­
spired ove rtu rn  o f about one year 
ago. The regim e o f C astillo  
A rm as rules by decree; there is 
no co n s titu tio n : a ll elections have 
been abolished and the press is 
un ive rsa lly  servile. Hundreds of 
A rm as’ opponents have been 
executed. Thousands are ja ile d  or 
exiled. A ll but a few unions have 
been ¿mashed and the land 
re fo rm s have been w'iped out.

F rom  one end o f Guatem ala bo 
the other, one' sees the  slogan: 
“ God, F a therland, W ork, L ib e rty  
and C astillo  Armais.”  F rom  th is  
i t  m ig h t appear tha t the A rm as 
d ic ta to rsh ip  iis s it t in g  f irm ly  in 
the saddle. .

B u t among the w o rk in g  people 
the slogan is regarded w ith  
ha tred and disdain'. As one 
Guatemalan w o rke r to ld  me, 
“ God has fo rg o tte n  us. The 
Fa the rland  is in the hands o f 
the -gringos. There is no w ork. 
We have lib e r ty  on ly  to starve. 
And sooner o r la te r, we w ill settle  
accounts w ith  C a s tillo  A nnas.”

W O R K E R ’S C O N D IT IO N S
The tmnjimlum wage law  is no 

longer enforced-. As a re su lt the 
w o rke r in Guatem ala C ity  re ­
ceives about one quetzal (equ iv­
a len t to $1) per day, p lus one 
meal. A t  cu rre n t prices he the re ­
fo re  Works an ho u r fo r  a pound 
o f beans, three hours fo r  a bo ttle  
o f beer or a pound o f beef, and 
three to fo u r  days fo r  a poor 
q u a lity  dress s h ir t.

In  addition, i f  governm ent 
estim ates are even approx im ate ly  
correct, G uatem ala is s u ffe r in g  
one o f the most profound crises 
o f unem ploym ent in  the h is to ry  
o f L a tin  Am erica.

U nder the elected governm ent 
o f Jacobo Arbenz, overth row n by 
the U n ited  F ru it  Com pany’s a rm y 
headed b y  A rm as la s t June 24, 
the w orkers had won job tenure 
on the  basis o f sen io ritv  and

U nited  F ru it  Co. Puppets

Col. Carlos Castillo Armas ( le ft ) ,  dictator of Guatemala 
shown last July with Col. Elfego I I .  Monzon, who engineered 
surrender of the legally elected government, then passed power 
to Armas. N ot shown is U.S. Ambassador John E . Peurifoy, 
who organized the overturn according to plans drawn up by 
U.S. State Dept.

severance pay as well as other 
union conditions.

Today the “ c o n tra c t'’ system 
has w iped o u t these provisions. 
The g is t o f the con tract system is 
th a t the w o rke r is  considered 
“ te m p o ra rily ”  employed fo r  a 
s tipu la ted  period o f tim e. A t  the 
exp ira tion  o f the  con tract, he 
m ay o r m ay not be reh ired  and 
is Ine lig ib le  fo r  severance pay. To 
continue his em ploym ent he m ust 
sign a new con tract on te rm s set 
by the em ployer. W ith o u t p o li­
tica l freedom o f action and w ith  
thousands o f unemployed, the

workers have not yet been able 
to effectively challenge the eon* 
tract system.

UNIONS DISSOLVED
The Armas government dis­

solved the four strongest unions 
in the country — the teachers 
union, the railw ay union and two 
unions in the United F ru it Cora- 
p'any’s banana plantations. The 
last three were oblig ingly dissolv­
ed fo r the benefit of U.S. com­
panies.

In the few unions allowed to 
exist legally, officials are screen-

(j)ed by a secret N a tion a l Defense 
Com m ittee A g a in s t Communism 
which means th a t in  e ffec t they 
are handpicked by A rm as and the 
em ployers.

The d ic ta to rsh ip  has o ffe re d  to 
re tu rn  exp rop ria ted land to the 
finca  owners (o f huge feudal 
estates) and to dispossess the 
peasants among whom the land 
had been divided. A rm as has o f­
fe red  to rese ttle  the la t te r  in  
regions now inaccessible because 
o f lack o f com m unication, ir r ig a -  
tlon  and drainage. And f in a lly ,  
A nnas has re turned 2.14,000 acres 
to the U n ited F ru it  Company.

The apposition to the regim e, 
though g row ing , fo r  the tim e  
beang is confused. La s t y e a r’s 
defeat had a d iso rie n tin g  and 
dem ora liz ing  e ffec t. F o r th is, the 
S ta lin is ts  who held the leader­
ship o f the labor movements, are 
squarely to blame.

TR E A C H E R O U S  P O LIC Y
They pursued the treacherous 

po licy  o f ty in g  the w o rk in g  peo­
ple to the reg im e o f Arbenz. They 
to ld  the w orkers to  re ly  on the 
na tive  c a p ita lis t class fo r  leader­
ship in  the s trugg le  against f o r ­
eign im peria lism  and thè w ea lthy  
land-owners.

W hen the im p e ria lis ts  s truck, 
instead o f a rm ing  the w orkers 
and peasants fo r  th e ir  defense, 
A rbenz abdicated power to  a 
group o f  a rm y o ffice rs  who in  
tu rn  passed the power to  A rm as. 
Had the w orkers and peasants 
d is trusted the Arbenz govern­
ment, organized th e ir  own inde­
pendent forces o f s trugg le  and 
aim ed at the seizure o f power, 
the bloody d ic ta to rsh ip  o f A rm as 
would never have been insta lled .

D u rin g  the past eleven years 
Guatem ala has passed through 
revo lu tion  and counter-revo lu tion . 
The la s t year especially has been 
rich  in lessons fo r  the Guatemalan 
w o rk ing  class and fo r  the a n ti- 
im p e ria lis t f ig h te rs  th roughout 
L a tin  Am erica.

The establishm ent o f  the Anmas 
d ic ta to rsh ip  was carried ou t be­
fo re  the eyes o f the whole w o rld

under the in s p ira tio n  o f the U.S. 
State D epartm ent and the  U n ited  
F r u it  Company. The U.S. ambas­
sador to G uatem ala, P eurifoy , 
swaggered about w ith  a p is to l in  
his shoulder ho lster, m et w ith  
the key a rm y and glovernment 
figu res, gave out orders and 
arrangeai fo r  the tra n s fe r o f 
power to  A rm as.

•The aim  o f th is  operation was 
to smash the u n fo ld ing  revo lu ­
tion  aga inst the im p e ria lis t 
dom ination o f G uatem ala and the 
feudal re la tions in a g ric u ltu re  —  
a revo lu tion  which had been in 
process since 1944.

The revo lu tion  had placed a 
w avering  lib e ra l section o f the 
Guatem alan c a p ita lis t class in 
power, f i r s t  under President 
A rave lo and then under Arbenz. 
The w orkers and peasants forced 
a num ber o f social, p o lit ic a l and 
economic concessions fro m  these 
regimes. They form ed unions and 
won the r ig h t  to  s tr ike . T h e ir 
movem ent resulted in  the ex­
p ro p ria tio n  o f pant o f the huge 
fo re ign  landhold ings —  in c lud in g  
400,000, acres stolen fro m  Guate­
m ala by the U n ited  F r u it  Com­
pany in 1904. There was a beg in­
n ing  o f a d iv is ion  o f the land to 
landless peasants.

W a ll S tree t’s State D epartm ent 
intervened so v ig o ro us ly  and so 
brazen ly to crush the  Guate­
malan revo lu tion  because its  
v ic to ry  would have m eant the 
collapse o f im p e ria lis t dom ination  
in a il o f  L a tin  Am erica.

Because o f the p o licy  o.f the 
S ta lin is t leadership the revo lu tion  
was no t completed. B y  p in n in g  
the fa ith  o f the w o rk in g  class in 
the c a p ita lis t libe ra ls , the  road 
was paved fo r  the counter-revo lu­
tion . Thus the ch ie f lesson to be 
drawn fro m  the Guatemalan ex­
perience: The w o rk ing  class in  a 
colon ia l coun try  cannot re ly  on 
the c a p ita lis t class to  wage a 
f ig h t to  the f in is h  against im ­
p e ria l™ . The w o rk ing  class m ust 
bu ild  its  own revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
and s tru g g le  fo r  the crea tion  o f 
w orkers governm ents th roughou t 
a ll o f Centra l and South A m erica .

. . .  British Dock Strike

ment — the only road that could lead to 
victory.

The Iranian workers and peasants paid 
for the defeat with their blood as hundreds 
were executed and thousands jailed.

The defeat of the revolution in both 
Iran and Guatemala was not a result of 
Stalinist blundering or stupidity.

The failure of the Stalinists to organize 
the masses for independent struggle 
against imperialism flows from the basic 
line of the Kremlin bureaucracy.

The Stalinists seek to lead the mass 
movement in order to trade i t  off to im­
perialism in exchange for a status quo 
deal. That is their bureaucratic method 
of defending the Soviet Union — the only 
method compatible with preserving their 
own oppressive rule.

Now we learn from the June 6 Christiap 
Science Monitor that the Iranian Corr|- 
munist Party is virtually shattered, its 
leaders and ranks demoralized and the 
Party apparently abandoned bv Moscow.

Evidently, this is a further offering by 
the Stalinist bureaucrats to imperialism, a 
further attempt to prove how useful their 
counter-revolutionary services can be. This 
is another betrayal of a working class 
movement — including their own most 
loyal followers — for the sake of “ peaceful 
coexistence”  with world capitalism.

(Continued from  page 1)
m ittee ,”  whose professed purpose 
was to secure an agreem ent be­
tween themselves and the T& G  
tops. Members o f the Commu­
n is t P a rty  are banned fro m  o f­
fic ia l positions in  the  TG W U . 
Now, a£ one L ive rpoo l docker 
p u t it ,  the S ta lin is ts  are de lib ; 
e ra te ly  stabb ing the “ blue”  
union (taken fro m  the color o f 
N A S D U  membership cards) in 
the back and opposing its  f ig h t 
fo r  recogn ition  in the hope o f 
securing th e ir  own recogn ition 
inside the TG W U .

In  the f irs t  week o f the s tr ike  
the S ta lin is t “ L ia ison  C om m it­
tee”  was advis ing  the s tr ike rs  
to re tu rn  to wrork. I t  exerted 
pressure on the weakest leaders 
o f the N A S D U , concentrated in  
London, and attacked the m il i ­
ta n t leadership o f the N o rth e rn  
poi'ts. The s tr ik e  b reak ing  was 
supplemented by the D a ily  
W orker, whose ca re fu lly  w r itte n  
reports  played on the weakness 
o f the London leadership, de lib ­
e ra te ly  understated the numbers 
ou t on s tr ike  and con tinua lly  
gave the im pression th a t the 
s tr ike  was about to  be called o ff. 
I ts  treacherous artic les  bad on ly 
o n i a im  —  to create confusion 
and dem ora liza tion .

A t  the end o f the second week 
o f the s tr ike , under the  d irec t 
in s tiga tion  o f the L ia ison Com­
m ittee, a recom m endation fo r  a 
re tu rn  to w o rk  was forced 
th rough  the lead ing com m ittee 
o f the N A S D U . I t  was carried 
on ly  by the cha irm an ’s casting  
a vote, the delegates fro m  the 
N o rth e rn  po rts  v o tin g  so lid ly  
against.

However, (he dem ocratic t r a ­
d itions o f th is  union demand 
th a t the rank and file  decide on 
m atters  o f s tr ik e  action. On th is  
rock the s tr ik e  b reaking e ffo r t 
o f a fo r tn ig h t ago collapsed. 
When the recommendation to  re ­
tu rn  to w ork was put to  mass 
meetings in Merseyside, M an­
chester, H u ll and London, the 
rank and file  rejected i t  over­
w h e lm ing ly !

A N O T H E R  A T T A C K
The s tr ik e  continued. Now 

came fu r th e r  treachery. A  week 
la te r the General Secretary o f 
the union, B a rre tt,  who had been 
on sick leave —  an obvious “ d ip ­
lom atic  illness”  —  issued a press 
sta tem ent a tta ck in g  the s trike . 
Ind ica tions are th a t h is  .state­
m ent was the resu lt o f various 
pressures w o rk in g  on h im  —  the 
S ta lin is ts , sections o f the Catho­
lic  Church, and even em ployers 
lu rk in g  in  the background.

However, w h ile  m eaning to 
destroy the s tr ike , B a rre tt  suc­
ceeded on ly in destroy ing  h im ­
self. He had been g re a tly  re ­
spected and adm ired among the 
dockers, p a r tic u la r ly  o f the 
N o rthe rn  ports. B y  th is  one act, 
he became in an in s ta n t an ob­
je c t they  contem ptuously de­
spised. They shrugged th e ir  
shoulders, gave a g ro w l a t the 
m eetings, and voted to c a rry  on 
the s tr ike .

...R e a l China and UN
The em ployers so fa r  have 

presenter! a f irm  f ro n t  to the 
un ion ’s demand. Obviously they 
have hoped th a t the o ther en­
emies o f the union would smash 
the s trike . P ub lic ly  they  say 
th a t the  question o f recogn iz ing  
the N A S D U  m ust be decided by 
f i le  un ions'th 'eniselves. However, 
the firm ness o f the s tr ike  and 
th e ir  collosal loss o f p ro fit  m ust 
be causing some cracks behind the 
stubborn facade which they have 
assumed.

M E D IA T IO N  M O V E
M eantim e, the top trade union 

leadership has been forced to 
move. N e x t week, the General 
Council o f  the Trade U nion 
Congress w ill set up a Disputes 
Commission to  discuss re la tions 
between the T G W U  and the 
N A S D U . The T&G  bureauicra/bs 
declare th a t the N A S D U  “ poach­
ed”  10,000 o f its  members in  the 
N o rthe rn  ports  and demands 
th e ir  re tu rn . The T U C  has a l­
ready been forced to make a 
certa in  c lim b down by dec la r­
in g  th a t the N A S D U  can keep 
these members u n t il the D is ­
putes Com m ittee meets. The de­
te rm ina tion  and firm ness o f the 
s tr ik in g  dockers w ill cast a dark 
shadow over tha t D isputes Com­
m ittee . I t  is possible it  w i l l  force 
the com m ittee to agree th a t 
these men continue to  be mem­
bers o f the union o f th e ir  choice, 
i f  so, then if  is  p re tty  certa in  
tha t the em ployers w ill not long 
delay recogn ition .

A footnote* on the fu r th e r  
treachery o f the S ta lin is ts : Lead­
ers o f the S ta lin is t fa c tio n  on 
the docks called a num ber o f 
newspapermen toge ther yeste r­
day. As a re su lt o f th a t con fe r­
ence tw o o f B r ita in ’s Sunday 
gu tte r-papers  contain today an 
a ttack on an alleged group o f 
“ d iabolica l cunn ing”  which is 
te rro r iz in g  the docks and re ­
sponsible fo r  the s trike . “ Even 
veteran Com m unists ca ll them  
s in is te r men,”  says the "S u n ­
day D ispatch”  which asks its  
readers to be s o rry  fo r  “ 25,000 
scared m en”  on London’s docks.

“ The ghost o f T ro ts k y  w alks 
the docks today in  the fo rm  o f 
rpen who speak on ly  E ng lish ,”  
declares the S ta lin is t insp ired 
h o rro r s to ry  concocted by  the 
Sunday D ispatch . The “ Sunday 
Chron ic le”  ta lk s  o f a “ one-man”  
d ic ta to rsh ip  over B r ita in ’s docks.

Thus the S ta lin is ts  ca ll the 
g u tte r press to aid th e ir s tr ik e ­
b reaking a ttem p ts  to  smash a 
m ilita n t leadership on the docks.

(Continued from  page 1)
Japan in o rder to libe ra te  China 
fo r  the Chinese. Through Chiang 
Kai-shek, W a ll S treet fu l ly  ex­
pected to get China fo r  itse lf.

T lie  Chinese people, however, 
disapproved o f these schemes. 
They rose up in mass to ex.pel the 
Japanese invader. B u t they d idn ’t  
stop there. China had su ffe red  too 
long and sacrificed too much to 
y ie ld  th e ir  v ic to ry  to the old ex­
ploiter's. T h e ir heroic s trugg le  
swept on. The ancient feudal 
la n d -h o ld in g  system o f China 
fe ll. The Ohiiang d ic ta to rsh ip  co l­
lapsed.

Thus the biggest na tion  on the 
confinent o f Asia  was snatched 
from  the greedy hands o f W a ll 
S treet. N e ithe r U.S. B ig  Business 
nor S ta lin  could conta in  the revo­
lu tion  w ith in  the bounds o f the

f ig h t against Japan.
The U.S. and the U n ited  N a­

tions which i t  dom inates werg le ft  
ho ld ing the decoy. B u t the game 
was gone.

D ulles, as w e ll as D r. Yeh, 
spoke in  San Francisco w ith  
fru s tra te d  rage, “ In  A sia  there is 
a Chinese Oommiuniiist reg im e . . . 
which has used fo rce  and t lie  
th re a t o f fo rce  to  support its  
am b itions,”  he said.

T ii is, o f course, is true. No one 
can dispute it .  The Chinese c iv il 
w a r counterposed tw o armed 
forces —  m illio ns  o f Chinese 
peasants on the one side and on 
the other, the  forces o f Chiang 
Kai-Shek representing the feudal 
landowners and na tive  cap ita lis ts  
subservient, to  W a ll S treet. Thou­
sands o f C hiang’s soldiers and 
even a few  generals deserted his

JULY SELECTION 
FOR B00K-A-M0NTH

By Joseph Hansen
K A R L  M A R X  A N D  T H E  CLO SE OF H IS  S YSTEM , by Eugen von 

Bohm -Baw erk, and B O H M -B A W E R K ’S C R IT IC IS M  O F M A R X , 
by R udo lf H ilfe rd in g . Edited w ith  an in tro du c tion  by Paul M. 
Sweezy. 1949. Special B ook-A -M on th  price $1 (p lus  15c. fo r  
postage and ha n d lin g ).

I f  you are interested in the most profound and 
authoritative arguments for and against Marxism, don’t 
miss this book. Bohm-Bawerk’s attack on Marxist economic
theory is the bes-t the bourgeois 51 
w o rld  has been able to produce.
H ilife rd in g ’s re fu ta tio n  stands as 
the classic M a rx is t, rep ly .

A s Sweezy po in ts .out in  his 
in troduction , Bohm - B aw erk was 
one o f the founders o f the so- 
called A u s tria n  school o f eco­
nomics, a champion o f the 
m arg ina l u t i l i t y  theory.

H is in fluence in  the bourgeois 
academic w o rld , fo llo w in g  pub­
lica tion  o f h is  m a jo r w orks in 
1884 and 1889, was pro found. To 
th is  day, lif  you take a course in  
economics in  h igh  school o r eol- 
lege, you ge t a sho t o f  his 
theories, w hether acknowledged 
o r not.

'Bohm -Bawerk fe l t  the  im pact 
o f socialism  as i t  grew  in to  a 
mass movem ent in  the 80’s and 
90’s. As the m ost adm ired pund it 
o f bourgeois economy i t  fe ll to 
h im  to take up the challenge o f 
M arx ism , w h ich the academic 
w orld  had sought to ignore up to 
then.

When the th ird  volume o f 
C ap ita l appeared, Bohm - Bawerk 
made i t  the  occasion fo r  a c r it ic a l 
rev iew  o f M a rx ’s theore tica l 
system and n a tu ra lly  he sought 
to f in d  wfh'at he considered to  be 
the m a jo r weaknesses. H is a ttack,
K a r l M arx  and the Close o f h is  
Svstem, has been since then the 
bible o f a ll anti-Marxisms who seek 
to go beyond the o rd ina ry , s tree t- 
corner objections to  M arx ism .

Rmdolf H ilfe rd in g  w ro te  his 
rep ly  to Bohm -Baw erk in 1902 at 
the age o f 25. Has po in t-b v -po in t 
re fu ta tio n  o f th e  w o rld ’s o u t­

s tand ing pro fessor o f economics 
won b iin  im m ediate fam e in 
rad ica l circles. Since then the 
book lias been a classic a lthough 
extrem e ly d i f f ic u lt  to  ge t in 
Eng lish.

•H ilfe rd in g ’« la te r  study Das 
F ina nzka p ita l had deep influence 
in the Social Dem ocratic move­
m ent before W o rld  W a r I,  Lenin 
h im se lf acknow ledging h is debt to 
th is  book in  b is own study, 
Im peria lism .

H ilfe rd in g  produced no th ing  
more o f im portance a f te r  tha t, 
s u ffe r in g  the degeneration th a t 
be fe ll 'the m a jo r ity  o f the leader­
ship o f the  German Social Demo­
c ra tic  movement. In  1941 he was 
handed over to the N azis by  the 
V ich y  police and e ither com­
m itted  suicide o r was to rtu re d  
to death.

The ou ts tand ing m e rit  o f H il-  
ferd in ig ’« answer to Bohm -Baw erk 
lies n o t on ly  in its  c rush ing  
re fu ta tio n  o f the A us tria n  econ­
om ist's argum ents b u t in its  
p resenta tion o f  M a rx ’s outlook 
As aga inst the  in d iv id u a lis tic  ap­
proach o f Bohm -Baw erk, H i lfe rd  
ing  contrasts M arx 's  social ap­
proach and exp la ins w hy M arx 
as a sc ien tis t had to  look a t 
society as a whble and in its  
development. Thus fo r  a serious 
student o f M arx ian  economics, 
H ilfe rd in g ’s essay is e x tra ­
o rd in a r ily  il lu m in a tin g .

I  would l is t  B oo k-A -M on th ’s 
selection fo r  J u ly  as a  best buy 
and g e t a copy before i t  once 
again jo ins  the “ ra re  and ou t- 
o f -p r in t”  category.

command and jo ined the po pu la r 
s trugg le  o f the •Ohiinese masses.

Iro n ica lly , Du lles chose the eve 
o f J u ly  4, when the U n ited  States 
celebrates its  own w a r fo r  inde­
pendence fro m  fo re ig n  dom ina­
tion , to  condemn a re v o lu tio n a ry  
people i'n s trugg le  fo r  na tiona l 
libe ra tion .

O bviously, i t  isn ’ t  “ force”  by 
its e lf  th a t has Dulles s p u tte rin g  
w ith  rage. When Chiang m urdered 
tens o f thousands o f re vo lu tio n ­
ists, Dulles and his i lk  applauded. 
B ut when the Chinese w orkers 
and peasants r id  th e ir  land o f a 
bloody ty ra n t, he sings a d i f ­
fe ren t tunc.

The Tenth A nn ive rsa ry  o f the 
U n ited  N ations was also cerem o­
n iously  observed on the  Is land o f 
Formosa. C h iang ’s Vice P resident 
Chen Cheng asked the U n ited  
States to “ g ive  us weapons, w a r­
ships and warplanes and we w ill 
land on the m a in land .”

In  South Korea the F if th  A n n i­
ve rsa ry  o f the c iv il w a r was also 
observed. F ifte en  thousand school 
ch ild ren splashed th rough  to rre n ts  
of- ra in  c a rry in g  banners p leading 
fo r  the “ w e lfa re  o f citizens in 
N o rth  Korea.”  Senile d ic ta to r 
Syngman Rhee canceled h is 
scheduled ta lk  in the m un ic ipa l 
stad ium  because o f the ra in  and 
arranged to have his speech d is­
tribu te d  to  the  m archers. Rhee 
chided the Limited N ations fo r  
“ appeasement”  and “ n e u tra lis t 
sen tim ent.”

Du lles’ S tate D epartm ent gives 
fu l l  sym pathy to the w a r m onger- 
ing  demands o f these tw o stooges 
o f W a ll S treet, Ch iang and Rhee. 
But the long  and costly  “ police 
action”  in  Korea ta u g h t the 
Am erican im p e ria lis ts  th a t Asia 
w ill not be easily subdued. They 
have been compelled to  adopt a 
longer perspective. The road to  
W orld  W a r I I I  must f i r s t  pass 
tliro u irh  the stages o f B ig  F our 
nego tia tions. A s lower pace is 
needed in m ob iliz in g  the reac­
tio n a ry  forces o f the w o rld  fo r  
the f in a l ob jec tive : to  make Asia, 
and the w orld , once more safe fo r  
c a p ita lis t p ro fit.



The Negro Struggle
■ By John Thayer -------------------------

'An Ordinary Day's Work'
William Owens is a 16-year old Negro lad 

from Hardingsburg, Kentucky. During 
the summer vacation his employer offered 
him the job of driving a white family, the 
Mattinglys, to Florida. Mr. Mattingly, 66, 
a retired barber, is blind in one eye and 
has poor vision in the other and con­
sequently didn’t  wish to drive.

Young Owens took the job. Near Ella- 
ville, Georgia, a state trooper stopped the 
car. He was enraged by the sight of elderly 
Mrs. Mattingly and her 18-year old 
daughter sitting in front with the Negro 
youth. Mr. Mattingly and his 14-year old 
grandson were sitting in back.

After a few questions the policeman 
accused him of driving on the wrong side 
of the road and ordered him out of the 
car and to the rear of the car’s trailer. 
Here is the rest of the story as told by 
Mr. Mattingly.

“ I  got out to ask him where he was 
taking the boy. He had knocked him up 
beside the trailer several times and had 
put him in the patrol car. The boy was 
standing in the door begging him to let 
him go. But he started beating him again.

“ I heard the boy say: 'Please have 
mercy on me. I ’m a long way from home. 
I ’ve got a bad heart. Please don’t  h it me 
no more.’ ”

But the guardian of law and order kept 
beating him, finally knocking him into a 
ditch. “ Then he got on top of the boy and 
choked him with both hands. The boy tried 
to hold his hands when he was choking 
but that was the only time he fought 
back,”  Mattingly relates. This, of course, 
under the American police code, consti­
tutes resisting an officer. “ The boy could 
hardly get his breath,”  Mattingly recalls. 
“ I could hear him choking like he was 
almost dead.”

“ William was bleeding on the face a 
little,”  according to the retired barber.

“ Then the patrolman jerked him up off 
the ground and h it him across- the face 
with the handcuffs before he put them 
on. The boy was cut on the side and back 
of his head.”

“ Do you want to get back in the car or 
do y-cu want to die?”  the trooper asked 
Owens. Then the cop yelled: “ I ’ll k ill you! 
I ’ll k ill you! I ’ll k ill you!”  and turning to 
the Mattinglys and some passers-by who 
had gathered: “ All of you leave. I don’t 
want no witnesses.”

Mattingly’s entreaties were to no avail, 
but brought threats of similar treatment. 
“ I knew he was liable to do me the same 
way,”  the elderly man related. “ It  was the 
crudest thing I ever saw happen except a 
hanging once.”

Despite his poor eyesight Mattingly 
drove across the Georgia line into Florida. 
There he went to the police to try  to get 
assistance for Owens. “The Florida patrol­
man said his ‘boss’ wouldn’t  let him tele­
phone back to Georgia, and then he even 
bragged about how he had once beat a 
‘coon’ with his flashlight,”  Mattingly said.

Finally, Owens’ employer, contacted in 
Kentucky, went down to Ellaville, Georgia 
and got the battered youth out of jail. The 
New York Post phoned Schley County 
Sheriff, Edgar DeVane, who said: “ The
young n ------- r  pleaded guilty to driving
on the wrong side of the road and resist­
ing arrest. . . The whole thing was just a 
case of a n - - - - r resisting arrest and the 
officer arrested him. That’s all.”

J. W. Southw'ell, the state trooper, told 
the Post reporter: “ I t  was just an ordinary 
day’s work and that’s all I got to say 
about it.”

As the Voice of America says in its 
broadcasts across the iron curtain, i t ’s 
great to live in the free world where peo­
ple don’t live in fear of brutal police.

A Shop Inc ident
-------------------------  By Jim McDermetl -------------------------

We were working on the power shears 
cutting sheet metal the other day. A t each 
cut a large piece would drop behind the 
shears and would have to be recut. Instead 
of handing each sheet back over the 
shears, my helper Frank would take the 
metal and stack it  in a neat pile.

Then, when I had finished cutting one 
lot, we would get the crane and bring 
Frank’s pile back for recutting.

Everything went along smoothly until 
the floor man went over to Frank, and 
the conversation went something like this.

“ You’re supposed to hand the sheets 
back over to the shear man.”

“ Well, I think it ’s safer and easier piling 
them up firs t and bringing them over 
with the crane.”

“ You were hired as a laborer and you’re 
not supposed to think. You just do as I 
say.”

“ What do you mean I ’m not supposed 
to think? I do my job the safest way I 
know how. I ’ve already tripped three or 
four times handing that greasy metal back 
to the shear man. Besides, what do you 
think the crane is for?” “ I know what the 
crane is for. But I ’m telling you to hand 
the sheet back to the shear man. I t ’s not 
that greasy.”

“ Listen, I ’m not going to break my 
back handing the sheets over the shears. 
That’s why they have cranes. And you 
don’t  tell me I ’m not supposed to thir'c. 
What do you think I am, an animal? I 
think the best and safest way is to bring 
them over with the crane and that’s the

way I ’m going to do it.”
Well, without saying another word the 

floor man walked off and got the foreman. 
Frank was really hot.

The floor man brought the foreman and 
he wanted to know what was the trouble. 
Frank told him.

I think it  finally dawned on the foreman 
that arguing with Frank wasn’t going to 
get him anywhere. So he came to me and 
asked what I thought about it. I told him 
that Frank was right. The metal is greasy, 
clumsy to handle, and it  was just as easy 
to bring the drop offs with a crane. Not 
much difference as far as speed was con­
cerned and a lot safer.

Without my backing the foreman 
couldn’t  argue the point much longer. So 
he said to do it our way, and then left us.

Later on that day, Frank and I started 
talking about the incident. “ Boy, I haven’t 
been this mad for a long time,”  he said. 
“ The more I think of it  the madder I get. 
He had some nerve telling me I shouldn’t 
think just because I ’m a helper. Who does 
he think he is?”

“ He’s a company man,”  I told him. 
“ Probably thinks he owns the place. He 
doesn’t care what happens to you so long 
as he gets out production. That’s what he 
was hired for.”

“ Maybe so but he can’t  tell me I ’m not 
supposed to think. I ’ve worked in a lot of 
places and I never did any work unless I 
knew it was safe. I think about things 
like that. Nobody ever told me I ’m not 
supposed to think.”

Notes from the News
W H E N  T H E  M IS S IS S IP P I S U P R E M E  CO URT

upheld a low er c o u rt ru lin g  th a t  a newsboy was 
en titled  to  w orkm en ’s compensation, over a dozen 
Southern newspapers p ro tested  on the grounds 
th a t he was no t an employe bu t -an “ independent 
businessman,”

» *  *

T E N  T H O U S A N D  W A IT E R S  A N D  W A IT ­
RESSES w alked ou t o f 965 New  Y o rk  restauran ts 
on June 24 and staged a one-hour dem onstra tion 
Ln T im es Square in  support o f s tr ik in g  hotel 
w orkers in M iam i Beach. D u ring  the dem onstra­
tion  a 16-foot s ign  u rg in g  the pub lic  no t to 
vacation a t the  strike-bound F lo rid a  hotels was 
unveiled, and hoisted above headquarters o f the 
A F L  D in in g  Room Em ployees’ U n ion ju s t  o ff  
T im es Square.

*  *  *

I,A S T  H IR E D , F IR S T  F IR E D  s t il l applies to 
Negroes. The 1954 re p o rt o f the New Y o rk  U rban 
League issued on June 27 states th a t when there 
was a “ .pinch o f recession la s t year,”  Negroes 
were especially ha rd  h it.  They were la te  comers 
to many indus tries  and occupations th a t  p re v i­
ously excluded them  en tire ly  and th is  gave theni
lowest se n io r ity  ra tin gs .

♦ * *
“ F A L L O U T " M IS IN F O R M A T IO N . I f  A tom ic  

E ne rgy  Commission o ffic ia ls  “ have data to  back 
up th e ir  contention th a t there are no ha rm fu l 
genetic e ffec ts  fro m  the rad ia tion , th a t s ju s t 
w onderfu l,”  said F i-anklin  Hutch inson, Ass’t 
P rofessor o f rad ia tion  physics, on a Y a le  rad io  
program . “ The troub le  is I  don’t  know  o f any 
such data and ne ithe r does anyone else to whom. 
I ’ve ta lked .”

*  *  *

“ H E L P IN G  T H E  F A R M E R ”  is how the ad­
m in is tra t io n  describes the fo llo w in g  deal. Last 
October the  U.S. D epartm ent o f A g ric u ltu re

bought 86.6 m illio n  pounds o f cheese fo r  37c. a 
pound fro m  cheese m anufacture rs. Then, w ith ou t 
even ta k in g  the cheese fro m  the fac tories , i t  
tu rned  around and sold the cheese back to the 
same m anufactu re rs  fo r  a l i t t le  over 34c. a pound. 
Don’t  know how much i t  helped the fa rm ers, but 
i t  isn’t  hard to  figu re  out th a t  i t  helped the 
m anufacture rs bo the tune o f $2,381,000.

* * *
P R E JU D IC E D  JU D G E  GOT M IL D  R E B U K E

by New Y ork  C ity ’s B a r Association fo r  com­
ments made in  the case o f two Puerto Rican 
youths, held 159 days in ja i l  on a phony rape 
charge last year. I t  is now disclosed th a t M ag is­
tra te  Nifcoll, d u rin g  an a rra ign m en t proceeding, 
before the defense had been heard, said: “ I  would 
like  to have m y hands on his m other. How do you 
like  w h a t is go ing on? . . .  They ough t to be sent 
back to Puerto Rico. . . They stand there w ith  no 
knowledge and apprehension o f the language and 
they t r y  to rape a 54-year-old woman. How do 
you like  th a t?  And they stand here!”  The ‘‘ raped-’ 
woman la te r confessed she lied.

*  *  »

CO UR AG EO US B A N K E R S ! “ Im m ediate and 
positive  help fo r  Chiang Kai-shek, up to and in ­
c lud ing  A m erican troops, land ing  c ra f t  and a ir  
suppo rt fo r  an a ttack  by Chiang on the Chinese 
m ain land,”  was urged by the Banker's’ S tate Con­
vention in C a lifo rn ia . They d idn ’t  make c lear i f  
they were in s is ting  on jo in in g  the troops in  th is  
venture.

*  *  *

“ A N T I-T R U S T ”  A G E N C Y ? The Federal Trade 
Com m ission adm itted  its  “ d is tinc t d ilem m a”  in 
face o f such tru s ts  as General M otors, Ford  etc. 
I t  stated, “ Paradoxica l as i t  seems, the most 
p ra c tica l w ay to preserve fo r  the fu tu re  some 
measure o f competition, may be bo p e rm it fu r th e r 
consolidations among e x is ting  sm alle r companies.”

Southern S trike  Scene

In  Tuxedo, North Carolina, a company town, workers of the Green River M ills can’t get a 
meeting hall. So the church bus, which they own, serves as union headquarters. The strike, led 
by the CIO Textile Union, has been on since A p ril 6. Wages in mill averaged 87c. an hour. W ith  
little economic reserves, the strikers are finding the going rough. Contributions for these strikers 
are welcomed by the C IO -T W U A .

. . .  GM Strikes Win Cash Gains

Unions Hit B ill 
To Extend Plant 
"Security”  Purge

By Robert Chester
The shift is only one hour old and you are at your 

machine, as usual. The foreman taps you on the shoulder. 
“ You’re wanted up in Personnel,”  he says, eying you with

(Continued from  page 1)
terna-tional representatives who 
ordered them  to go back to w ork.

Local Ford s trikes  the previous 
week made less gains than the 
GM strikes, and in  most cases 
returned to w ork  w ith o u t any. In  
the m iddle o f the Ford s trikes  the 
in te rna tiona l signed an extension 
o f the old con tract and broke the 
w alkouts by th rea ten ing the Ford 
s tr ike rs  th a t they  were subject 
to company discip line. In  the case 
o f the GM walkouts the Reuther 
leadership re lied on telegram s, 
orders and speeches, which proved 
less e ffec tive .

The Rouge Local 600 vote ended 
la s t Tuesday w ith  the fo llo w in g  
resu lts : 17,567 voted to r a t ify  the 
con tract and 8,235 voted against. 
D iscounting the re tire e  vote, one- 
th ird  voted no.

T h is  is considered an unusually 
h igh  p ro p o rtio n  of no votes, and 
re flects  considerable d issatis fac­
tion  w ith  the new con tract. I ts  
s ign ificance is heightened by the 
fa c t th a t the w orkers vo tin g  no 
.did so in  d is regard  o f the pleas 
anid pressure not on ly  o f the 
Reuther in te rn a tio n a l machine, 
bu t also o f th e ir  local president, 
Oa/rl S te lla to .

-Less than tw o  m onths ago Local 
600 held its  election o f o ffice rs . 
Over 35,000 tu rned  o u t to vote 
then —  o r  a lm ost 10,000 more 
than pa rtic ipa ted  in  the vote on, 
the contract. In that, election 
S te lla te  received alm ost 25,000 
votes fo r  president — about 7,000 
more than voted yes on the con­
tra c t la s t week. A pp rox im a te ly  
h a lf  the  Rouge w orkers  did not 
even go to  the po lls fo r  the con­
tra c t vote —  w hich is c e rta in ly , 
no sign o f g re a t enthusiasm  fo r  
the new con tract.

A f te r  the vote, S te lla to  again 
critic ized  opponents o f the con­
trac t fo r having sought to make 
“ p o litica l cap ita l”  out o f the issue. 
But he recognized tha t he has 
lost s tanding in his own local as a 
resu lt o f his role in the negotia­

tions and his enthusiastic endorse­
ment o f the new con tract. And he 
is now ca lling  fo r  an “ e ffo r t to 
re-weld Local 600 in to  the strong 
force it  has been fo r  the past 5 
years”  and fo r the s ta r t  o f 
“ p lann ing fo r the next set o f 
negotia tions which m ust include a 
30-hour week w ith  40 hours’ pay.”  
T h is  is the issue on which he 
bu ilt much o f his p o pu la rity  in 
Local 600.

The S ta lin is ts , m eanwhile, a l­
though they w ent along w ith  the 
w orkers who were opposed to  the 
con tract, have been very  carefu l 
not to  c ritic ize  S te lla to . Y este r­
day’s M ich igan W orke r exp la ins 
his ro le  as fo llow s : “ In te rn a l

John Lupa, victim of the 
witch hunt, has won his 15- 
month fight to regain the job at 
the Detroit Tank Arsenal from 
which he was fired as a “secur­
ity risk" in A pril 1954. Lupa 
had spent 18 years in the Arm y, 
Navy and A ir Force, but the 
Arm y fired him from his job 
on the ground that he had as­
sociated with a radical in the 
1930’s and had subscribed to a 
working class newspaper. When 
Lupa appealed the discharge, it 
was revealed that the F B I had 
offered to get him another job 
if he would become a stool- 
pigeon —  an offer that Lupa 
indignantly rejected. His fight 
for reinstatement was supported 
by the international U A W  a l­
though- he is no longer a U A W  
member. Lupa, who is entitled 
to back pay, said, “ Maybe we 
can get on our feet again now'. 
And I hope a lot of people will 
start speaking to us again.”

* * *
M ESA Educator, paper of the 

CIO Mechanics Educational So-

U A W  po litics  required th a t P res i­
dent R euther should pressure 
Ford Local 600 C arl S te lla to  in to  
s ign ing  the settlem ent. . . SteUaito 
p rem atu re ly  ended the s trugg le  
he had been .conducting fo r  the 
Local 600 p rogram  and signed the 
settlem ent. T h is  created a r i f t  be­
tween S te lla to  and Rouge w o rk ­
ers.”

The S ta lin is ts  deplore th is  r i f t  
and are try in g  to  mend i t  by 
p o rtra y in g  S te lla to  in  the  best 
possible lig h t. In  re tu rn  fo r  a 
live  - and - le t - live  arrangem ent, 
they are t ry in g  to restore the 
prestige tha t S te lla to  had in 
Local 600 before he h im se lf s truck 
it a dam aging blow'.

c ie ty  o f A m erica  is not im ­
pressed w ith  R euther’s G AW  
“ p rinc ip le .”  I t  can’t  see the 
basis fo r  h a ilin g  the settlem ent 
as an “ economic re vo lu tion ”  
m erely because “ the union in ­
sists tha t the com pany,‘ in  th is  
case Ford, m ust check o f f  fiv e  
cents per hour o f the wage o ffe r 
and hold i t  in escrow to  be paid 
out at a la te r date as supple­
m entary unem ploym ent compen­
sation .”

v  *  *

A uto  em ploym ent and weekly 
earnings w ill both take, a drop 
in the com ing weeks, according 
to W ard ’s A u tom otive  Reports. 
P lans fo r  the th ird  q u a rte r o f 
the yea r ca ll fo r  an o u tp u t o f 
1,460,000 cars, which would be 
a drop o f 26% fro m  the second 
quarte r. Th is means' la yo ffs  fo r  
workers w ith  low  sen io rity , and 
fo r  others i t  means disappear­
ance o f the ove rtim e schedules 
and S atu rday w o rk  p reva lent in 
many p lan ts d u rin g  the f i r s t  
h a lf o f th is  year.

cu rios ity .
In  Personnel, the re  is a smooth- 

looknmg, college-type guy w ith  a 
pleasant' m anner s tand ing  n e x t to 
the manager. He f lip s  open his 
F B I id e n tific a tio n  and then lets 
the bomb drop : “ We have some 
de rogatory in fo rm a tio n  abou t 
you th a t b ring s  y o u r secu rity  
status in to  question. I ’l l  have to 
ask you a few  questions.”

F o r 45 m inutes he th row s ques­
tions a t you about the papers 
you read, the  m eetings you go to, 
the p o lit ic a l op in ions o f your 
friends, yauir w ife , you r bro ther- 
in -law  and w h a t you don’t  lake 
about the governm ent.

He doesn’t  say w h a t he th in ks  
o f you r answers. He ju s t  listens. 
Then you a re  escorted back to 
you r m achine by  a p la n t guard, 
you p ick  up y o u r too ls, any pe r­
sonal belongings, and then o u t to 
the gate. Y ou ’re fired .

O f course, you’re not w ithou t 
recourse. You can appeal th is  sud­
den d isaster which has suddenly 
le ft you w ithout, a trade, w ithou t 
sen io rity , and pu t you on a b lack­
lis t th a t w ill fo llo w  you from  
job to  job. Here’s you r recourse: 
You can go to  an appeal board 
and prove to them  th a t you are 
innocent. Th is board won’t le t you 
see your accusers; they won’t  
specify w hat law you have 
broken; a ll the cards w il l  be 
stacked againt you; b u t they le t 
you t r y  to  prove they made a 
m istake.

This is  not f ic tio n . I t ’s hap­
pened to thousands o f w orkers. 
A nd i t  w i l l  happen to /thousands 
more i f  the Defense D epartm ent 
has its  way.

B U T LE R  B IL L
The M cC arthy ite  Senator B u tle r 

o f M aryland, w ith  Defense De­
pa rtm en t backing, has presented 
a b ill which would s p r e a d  
the fa c to ry  w itch  hun t fro m  tihe 
present “ defense p la n ts ”  category 
to a wilder fie ld .

A t  the same tim e  the Defense 
D epartm ent has been in te n s ify ­
ing  the  “ screening”  procedure in 
the defense p lants. A t  the  C IO  
convention la s t December, W a lte r 
Reuther revealed th a t “ the De­
fense D epartm ent proposed to  
require every defense w o rke r to 
f i l l  o \it a  questionnaire  nam ing 
under penalties o f p e r ju ry  every 
person he had ever associated 
w ith , no m a tte r how m any years 
back, wlvo, a t any tim e  in  h is

en tire  l i fe  bad ever belonged to  
any o f the 240 o rgan iza tions on 
the A tto rn e y  General’s l is t  o f 
subversive organ iza tions.”

Reuther added, “ T h is  opera* 
tion  . . . holds grave dangers as 
a po ten tia l vehicle o f a n ti-un ion ­
ism .”

The im p lica tion s  o f  the new 
B u tle r b i l l  were spelled ou t a t a  
conference on in d u s tr ia l security , 
held in  W ashington, D. C., June 
3. P a rtic ip a tin g  w ere  un ion rep - 
lesen ta tives and . representatives 
o f the Defense and Justice  De­
partm ents. U n ion leaders blasted, 
the new law , w h ile  the  govern­
m ent o ff ic ia ls  defended it .

B en jam in  C. Si ga l, speaking fo r  
the CIO E le c trica l W orkers, cited 
a recom m endation sent? by the 
W estinghouse Corp. to its  m an­
agers .urg ing .them —  in  the 
name o f “ se cu rity ”  —  to  select 
w orkers who could keep close 
surve illance over questionable 
fe llo w  w orkers. “ I t  is d if f ic u lt  to  
see,”  S ign l commented, “ any d if ­
ference between such a c tiv itie s  
and the conventional la bo r spy.”

Joseph L. Rauh Jr., A tto rn e y  
fo r  the  CIO U n ited  A u to  W o rk ­
ers, has assailed the B u tle r b i l l  
as “ one o f the m ost dangerous 
b ills  th a t has ever been presented 
to Congress.”  He suggested “ i t  
would make us a na tion  o f 
screenera and sereonees.”

IN N E R -U N IO N  W IT C H  H U N T
U n ti l recen tly  the union o ff ic ia ls  

cooperated ac tive ly  in extending 
the w itch  b u n t to  the fa c to ry  and 
union ha ll. They tho ugh t i t  was 
a clever w ay to ge t r id  o f le f t  
w ing  opposition in the unions.

B u t the “ lo y a lty ”  screening 
procedures, fro m  the beg inn ing , 
were designed as .fia'st-.class/union- 
sm ashing weapons. .Now, even the 
union bureaucrats are beg inn ing 
to recognize th is  as they fee l the 
ho t breath o f the em p loyer-in ­
spired w itch  h u n t on th e ir  own 
necks.

The w orker who has been black­
listed. or is at the mercy o f the 
b la c k lis te d , w ill o f  course w e l­
come every step to f ig h t  the 
w itch  hunt, even when i t  comes 
from  those who served its  in ­
terests. But the f ig h t  can’t  stop 
h a lf way. The ev il a lliance o f the 
union o ffic ia ls  w ith  the F B I in ­
du s tria l spy system m ust be 
smashed. A  serious fight, aga inst 
the B u tle r b ill and s im ila r leg is la ­
tion  demands tha t the unions h a lt 
the w itch -h u n tin g  cam paign th a t 
has been rag in g  fo r  so long 
w ith in  the A m erican  labor move­
ment.

From Detroit

Witch-Hunt Victim Cleared

He Learned Conformity in Solitary
By Joyce Cowley

P re -fro n ta l lobotom y is an op­
era tion  which removes a pa rt of 
the bra in . I t  is a desperate and 
questionable measure generally 
used fo r  v io len t psychotic pa­
tien ts  when there  is no hope o f 
recovery. They become less v io ­
lent but they also become less 
human, leading a kind o f vege­
table existence w ithou t norm al 
fee lings o f g r ie f, pleasure, con­
f l ic t  and desire. Th is te r r ify in g  
development o f modern surgery 
tu rns patien ts in to  the Zombies 
o f fo lk lo re  —  people w ith o u t a 
w ill o f th e ir  own —  the w a lk ­
ing  dead.

Today social pressure is being 
used a lm ost as e ffe c tiv e ly  as 
su rge ry  in an a tte m p t to  tu rn  
m illions  o f people in to  robots 
who “ a d ju s t”  to  the status quo 
and avoid hav ing  an op in ion o f 
any k ind.

(There ’s a c ity  bousing p ro­
je c t in New Y ork  where con­
fo rm ity  has reached new heights. 
You rent an apartm en t, one of 
hundreds w h ich are furnished 
exactly  a like. Furthe rm ore , you’re 
ins tructed  not. to change any of 
th is  fu rn itu re  o r even move i t  
around. Inspectors check up from  
tim e to tim e to make sure your 
table is by the w indow  and your 
easy cha ir in  the N o rth w e s t cor­
ner o f the liv ing roo m .)

Colleges and un ive rs ities  have 
complained o f the s in g u la r ab­
sence o f cu rio s ity  even on the 
p a rt o f ve ry  in te llig e n t students. 
Y oung people today read ex­
ac tly  w ha t they are to ld  to  read. 
I f  th e ir  assignm ent says to  page 
70, they ra re ly  check page 71 to 
see w ha t happens next. A recent 
a rtic le  in C o llie r’s voiced a s im ­
i la r  com pla in t about the short-

age o f “ idea men”  on the job. 
W orkers these day® ju s t fo llow  
along in  a ru t la id  down by the 
previous guy. They don’t  make 
suggestions, they don’t  w an t 
changes, they don’t  look fo r  new 
methods o r procedures.

Educators and bosses can’ t 
understand w hy a k id  who has 
been consistently punished fo r  
every idea he go t learns to  do 
exactly w h a t is asked,- and no th ­
in g  more, l le ’6 been pushed 
and in tim ida ted  and bea,ten in to  
a mold d u rin g  the f irs t  years o f 
his life , and he has a tendency 
to stay there.

The pressure to  conform  has 
reached such a la rm in g  p ropo r­
tions th a t there is a g row ing  
pro test on the p a rt o f p rogres­
sive psych ia tris ts , teachers and 
others seriously in terested in  the 
development o f human personal­
ity . Recent news item s reveal 
tha t a conference o f parents and 
teachers a t Temple U n iv e rs ity  
in P h ilade lph ia  emphasized the 
positive value o f rebellion and 
pointed out th a t i t  was the rebel 
who fram ed the B il l o f R ights 
and questioned the secrets o f the 
atom. In  New Y ork at a con­
ference o f the C h ild S tudy A s­
sociation, D r. Sol G insburg said 
tha t “ ad justm ent”  m ay be a 
term  fo r the weakness o f easy 
and u n c ritica l compliance and 
he asks: “ A re  a ll the radicals, 
social revo lu tiona ries  and the ir 
un fo rtuna te ly  d im in ish ing  like  to 
be considered m alad justed?”

T h is  k ind  o f p ro test is en­
courag ing bu t i t  would be more 
e ffec tive  i f  i t  o ffe red some ex­
planation o f w hy the “ shibboleth 
o f co n fo rm ity ”  has become such 
a deadly p e r il in  m odern society. 
These doctors and teachers seem

to believe th a t an h is to rica l 
accident o r an illness o f ep i­
demic p ropo rtions has in  some 
m ysterious W ay cripp led the n o r­
m a lly  rebellious in s tin c t o f the 
Am erican people. B u t the ideals 
o f ad justm ent and con fo rm ity  
are not accidental. As D r. G ins­
burg  po in ted out, the rea l ques­
tion  is : “ W ho ad justs to  w hat 
and according to whose s tan­
dards?”

I found one answer in A  
TO U G H PR ISO N  M A D E  M E 
GO S T R A IG H T , recently  pub­
lished in T h is  W eek, Sunday 
m agazine section o f the N.Y. 
H era ld  T ribune . A  young man 
o f 22 te lls  w hy  he gave up 
crim e and became an honest 
c itizen. I t ’s a pathetic  s to ry  o f 
te rro r iza tio n  in it ia te d  by a b ru ­
ta l fa th e r and completed by 
tough prison guards and the to r ­
ture o f a s o lita ry  cell.

He s ta rted  s tea ling  a t the age 
o f ten. A t  sixteen he was a r ­
rested fo r  a d rugstore  holdup. 
“ The Judge th re w  the book at 
me. He called me a no good 
punk who would w ind up in  the 
cha ir.”  The unexpectedly severe 
sentence —  seven - and - a - h a lf 
to 15 years — was the f ir s t  step 
in his u ltim a te  “ re fo rm .”  The 
next was fo u r  days in  so lita ry  
confinement.

“ Do not t r y  to im agine what 
so lita ry  is. You can’t. I t ’s an in ­
describable hell. 1 though t a fte r  
tha t one experience I  had learn ­
ed my lesson but on my seven­
teenth b irth da y , I  made the m is­
take o f g e ttin g  out o f the march 
line go ing to d inner. I  had step­
ped to  one side, w a itin g  fo r  a 
buddy o f m ine to come along. In  
prison you can’t get out o f line. 
So —  s o lita ry . A  fine w ay to

celebrate m y b irth da y . F o r the 
f irs t  tim e  in  m y life , I  cried. B ut 
th a t s tre tch  cured me. I  never 
fough t o r acted cocky a fte r  tha t.

“ Once again —  and ju s t  once
—  I  tr ie d  to go aga inst a s illy  
o rder issued by the top con (in  
every prison there  is one con — 
the toughest —  who ru les the 
roost.) He got me in  a corner 
o f the yard  w ith  a couple o f his 
lieutenan ts and w ith  a fla sh  o f 
fists they tore me apa rt. I t  was 
too qu ick fo r  any o f the guards 
to have seen, i f  they had wanted 
to sec it ,  w h ich I doubt. F o r a 
week a fte r  th a t I  w a s \p u t  in  
silence by the o ther cons and a ll 
c igare ttes were kep t fro m  me. I 
never disobeyed an order again
—  s illy  o r no t.”

He served five years and 
learned th a t i t  pays to behave. 
Now he’s g o t a good job  and a 
p re tty  g ir lf r ie n d . “ M ore than 
a n y th in g  else,”  he concludes, 
“ the th in g  th a t w i l l  keep me 
s tra ig h t is the m em ory o f p r is ­
on. I ’m  ju s t too scared o f p r is ­
on discip line, s o lita ry  con fine­
ment, tough guards and a ll the 
rest.”

T h is ’ p a rtic u la r young man had 
stam ina so it  took d rastic  mea­
sures to break h im , b u t his s to ry  
symbolizes the in tim id a tio n  o f 
m illio ns  o f o ther young people 
who learn to obey and n o t to 
get ou t o f line. There ’s no room 
fo r  rebellion o r dissent in  m od­
ern c a p ita lis t society. O ur p o lit i­
cal and economic bosses are 
caught in  a vise between the 
menacing a lte rna tives  o f a ca ta­
stroph ic depression o r an atom ic 
war. They can’t  to le ra te  opposi­
tion  and they  can’t  even to le ra te  
tlio ug h t. The on ly  sure w ay to 
check “ dangerous though ts ”  is

to prevent" thinking itself —  to 
use the schools', the churches, the 
home, radio, television, movies, 
to blot out a part of the human 
mind.

This is a tricky method of 
control which can prove danger­
ous to the people employing it. 
I t ’s difficult to apply to 160 m il­
lion people and it's also difficult 
to know when to stop. Give an 
apparently docile guy just one 
extra push and instead of para­
lyzing his mind, you may stimu­
late it. Once he is shocked out 
of his inertia and starts to 
think, he w ill obviously want to 
replace the present insanity and 
chaos with a social system that 
gives full scope to the individual 
personality, where people can 
live and work together on a 
reasonable and cooperative basis.


