
Postal Authorities 
In Boston Bum 
Anti-W ar Books

The marked decline in service by the Post Office 
under the Eisenhower administration is being made up 
in another direction — book burning. Rumors and isolated
stories o f the a rb itra ry  con-5)--------------------------------------------------------
fisca tio n  o f newspapers, m aga­
zines, pam phlets and books from  
abroad by the Postal au thorities  
have recen tly  received co n firm a ­
tion .

The M arch 14 issue o f The 
Peacemaker, a w e ll-know n paci­
f is t  pub lica tion , reveals th a t its 
in qu irie s  have led i t  to the con­
clusion th a t 1,000 copies o f a 
pam phlet by A . J. M uste, en­
t it le d  “ The Camp o f L ib e ra tio n ,”  
have been burned by postal 
au tho ritie s  in Boston, M a s s .  
Muste, an Am erican cle rgym an, 
heads the Fe llow sh ip  o f Recon­
c ilia tio n .

A  “ SECR ET S E R V IC E ”
Recent artic les  in  the  Boston 

Post by Thomas F. Downey, de­
scribe the book-burn ing depa rt­
ment o f the overseas m a il d i­
v ision o f the Boston Post O ffice . 
A bou t 150,000 sacks o f in te rn a ­
tio n a l m ail a rr iv in g  the re  each 
year are processed by the book- 
bu rn ing  departm ent which ac­
cord ing to  Downey operates 
“ like  a secret service branch.”  
So fa r  some 800 publications 
have been banned and confiscat-

H a rry  P. Cain, fo rm e r GOP 
senator and now a member o f 
the Subversives A c tiv it ie s  Con­
tro l Board, recently  defended 
the use o f the F if th  Am end­
ment, which g rants im m u n ity  
from, se lf - in c rim in a tio n .

id and new t it le s  are being 
s tead ily  added to  the “ verboten”  
lis t.

M ost o f the banned pub lica­
tions, i t  is alleged, are fro m  
K rem lin -dom inated countries. The 
Post O ffice  “ iro n  c u rta in ”  has 
become so t ig h t  th a t colleges, 
scholars, fo rm e r d ip lom ats and 
others have protested th a t they 
can no longer ge t copies of 
Pravda, which they have paid 
fo r  and w ish to study, not out 
o f sym pathy fo r  the USSR, but 
to analyze w ha t is go ing on 
there.

The pam phlets destroyed by 
postal a u tho ritie s  th a t were ad­
dressed to the various p a c if is t 
organ izations were a ll fro m  E ng­
land. In  add ition  to the pam ph­
le t by Muste, a pam phlet by 
John Banks en titled  “ T h ird  
Camp,”  pub lica tions o f the 
Movement fo r  Colonia l Freedom 
and the U n ion o f Dem ocratic 
C ontro l, have been burned. Sev­
en pub lica tions sent fro m  E ng­
land to  the Am erican Friends 
Service Com m ittee in  Cam bridge, 
Mass., a rc  also presumed in c in ­
erated.

One o f the pam phlets o f the 
Union fo r  Dem ocratic Contro l, a 
B r it is h  o rg an iza tio n  to w h ich 09 
members o f P a rliam e n t belong, 
was c r it ic a l o f U. S. po licy in 
Guatemala. T h is  was cited by 
postal a u tho ritie s  as the reason 
fo r  its  destruction . F igures 
aren ’t  ava ilab le  fo r  o the r post 
offices b u t in Boston the au­
th o ritie s  boast they burn about 
40 m ail sacks fu l l  a day.

The federa l governm ent has 
dem onstrated alm ost a pa tho­
logica l obsession to burn books. 
It- was feeding the flam es a few  
years ago a fte r  Cohn and Schine, 
then r id in g  h igh as special in ­
vestiga to rs  fo r  M cC arthy, toured 
Europe inspecting the contents 
o f State D epartm ent - sponsored 
U.S. in fo rm a tio n  service lib ra ries . 
Public ou tc ry  led Eisenhower to 
o rder th is  stopped. Thenceforth  
the g u ilty  books weren’ t burned 
hut chopped to  b its . Now the 
book - bu rn ing  obsession h a s 
broken ou t in the postal system.
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Auto Union Convention Shows 
Organized Left-W ing Needed

Bell A ircraft Victimizes 
Pro-Reuther Unionist

BUFFALO, April 3 — Despite McCarthy’s fall from 
grace, the witch hunt grinds on its way. One of its latest- 
victims in the Buffalo area is Mert House, long an activist 
in  U n ited  A u to  W orkers  (C IO ) S-
Local 501 o f the Bell A irc ra ft  
Co., who has been denied secur­
i t y  clearance a t Bell.

A ltho ug h  H ouse ' has always 
been a r ig h t-w in g e r and a Reuth- 
e rite  lie has also been a m ilita n t. 
D u r in g  the g re a t Bell s tr ike  o f 
1040, in w h ich  he played a prom ­
inen t role, newspapers na tion a lly  
van a p ic tu re  o f h im  covered 
w ith  blood fro m  the clubs o f the 
s h e r if fs  deputies on the Bell 
p icket line, bu t f ig h t in g  back 
w ith  a ll his s treng th .

P R E T E X T S
The Bell Co. o ffe red  three 

reasons fo r  its  ac tion : (1) House 
had a t one tim e, several years 
back, received support fro m  the 
Socialist. W orkers P a rty  m em ­
bers in the Bell p la n t; (2 ) he 
fo rm e rly  subscribed to a m aga­
zine published by the In te rn a ­
tiona l W orkers  O rder; and (3) 
he had a c r im in a l record.

Concerning the support o f the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty , the 
SW P has supported many m il i­
tan ts  in various p lan ts ; but th is  
support has been fo r  a union 
line  and not fo r  ind iv idua ls . A  
P a rty  spokesman stated on th is  
question th a t he recalled no

specific instance o f support fo r 
House. He pointed out, however, 
th a t i f  such support had ever 
been given, it  could on ly have 
been as a resu lt o f House’s 
m ilitancy  and not. h is  po litica l 
ideas. And his “ c r im in a l”  record 
was a m a tte r o f convictions fo r 
d isorderly  conduct years ago.

F o llow ing  the com pany’s move, 
which m ay cost House- h is job 
in the event th a t h is sen io rity  
is in s u ffic ie n t to keep h im  on 
“ non-sensitive”  w o rk , the best 
Local 501 could sec f i t  to do fo r  
h im  was to le t h im  send the 
local’s a tto rn ey  to the U A W  
Convention to push his case 
there. 'But the Resolutions Com­
m ittee, wh ich had p len ty  of 
tim e fo r  class co llabora tion  po­
lit ic a l reso lu tions, could not sec 
its  w ay clear to presen ting  a 
reso lu tion in defense o f M ert 
House, and no action was taken.

There is no doubt th a t th is  
m a tte r came to  the a tten tion  of 
W a lte r R euthcr who, having ne­
gotiated the sellout settlem ent 
of the Bell s tr ik e , was ce rta in ly  
fa m ilia r  w ith  House's m ilita n t 
record. Reuther’s fa ilu re  to act 
in th is  case lays bare h is  po­
s ition  on c iv il r ig h ts .

Try to Patch 
Laborite Split 
In England

LO N D O N , A p r i l 1 —  Last
W ednesday’s m eeting o f the N a­
tiona l Executive Com m ittee of 
the Labor P a rty  did not expel 
A neurin  Bevan, leader o f the 
p a rty ’s le ft w ing, as the r ig h t-  
w ing  trade union bureaucrats 
bad demanded.

The Bevanite members o f the 
Executive voted aga inst the m o­
tion  which declared: “ The de­
cision o f the P a rliam e n ta ry  L a ­
bor P a rty  to  w ith d ra w  the w h ip  
from  M r. Bevan was fu l ly  ju s t i­
fied. ( "W ith d ra w in g  the w h ip ”  
is a te rm  m eaning the expulsion 
o f a member fro m  a B r it is h  
p a r ty ’s pa rlia m en ta ry  caucus.)

The r ig h t-w in g  m a jo r ity  o f the 
NEC warned “ th a t I t  w i l l  take 
d rastic  action aga inst fu tu re  v io ­
la tions o f p a r ty  d isc ip line .”  De­
sp ite  th is  th rea t, the decision 
was a setback fo r  the trade union 
r ig h t  w in g  which has been unable, 
a t th is  stage, to ca rry  through 
Bevan’s expulsion.

TO R Y H -B O M B  P O LIC Y
The action aga inst Bevan s ta r t ­

ed when he protested the a t ­
tem pts o f the A ittlee -M orrison- 
Deakin leadership to sw ing the 
Labor P a rty  behind the T o ry  H - 
bomb fo re ign  po licy. B y  the n a r­
row  m a jo r ity  o f 141 votes to 
i l 2 ,  Bevan was expelled fro m  
the P a rliam e n ta ry  Labor P a rty  
on M arch 16.

The closeness o f the vote d id ­
n’t  p reven t the r ig h t  w ing  trade 
union o ffic ia ls  fro m  un de rtak ing  
a drive  to “ fin ish ”  Bevan by com­
p le ting  the expulsion move at 
the Labor P a rty ’s M arch 23 
N a tion a l Executive. Com m ittee 
m eeting. Even the im m inence of 
the general elections d idn ’t  ou t­
weigh the trade union o ffic ia ls ’ 
fe a r o f the steady g ro w th  o f the 
Bevanite le f t  w ing . They were 
w ill in g  to s p lit  the Labor P a rty , 
and risk  los ing the elections, r a ­
the r than postpone the showdown 
w ith  Bevan.

B u t the A ttlee  w in g  o f the 
p a rty  leadership wavered and de­
cided to postpone . the settlem ent 
w ith  Bevan. The M arch 23 meet­
ing voted 14 to 13 to set up a 
subcom m ittee to in te rv ie w  Bevan 
and “ seek sa tis fa c to ry  promises 
o f good behavior in the fu tu re .”  
The last NEC m eeting on March 
30 carried  th rough the A ttle e  
plan.

P A T C H E D  UP
The d iv is ion  in the Labor 

P a rty  has (been tem po ra rily  
patched up lin t i l a fte r the Gen­
era l E lection . A ttlee  has emerged 
w ith  a Center Group composed 
o f right. - w ing  and Bevanite 
po litic ians. Th is group hesitated 
before the w iden ing chasm of 
a sp lit and desperately sought, 
at th is  stage, to bridge it .

The reaction o f th is  type o f 
center p o litic ia n , on the Bevan- 
itc  side, was shown recen tly  in 
the New Statesman. Crossman, 
fo rm e rly  one o f Bcvan’s lieu ten ­
ants, is in tim a te ly  connected w ith  

(Continued on page 3)

Clement A ttle e  ( le f t ) ,  r ig h t w ing leader o f the B rit is h  Labor 
P arty , and A neurin  Bevan, le f t  w ing leader, are engaged in a 
b itte r  inne r pa rty  s trugg le . They are shown above in  fr ie n d lie r 
mood du rin g  th e ir  China to u r last summer.

BRITISH DOCKtRS WIN 
VITAL THRU-DAY STRIKE

By John White
LIVERPOOL, March 30 — Dockers on England’s 

north-west coast return to work tomorrow after a 
victorious three-day strike which completely paralyzed 
the po rts  o f L ive rpoo l, B irke n ­
head and Manchester.

A ll bat a hand fu l o f the 20.- 
000 men employed on th is  w a te r- 
fcon t stopped w ork  as a s w ift  
and decisive answer to A r th u r  
D cakin and the o the r bosses of 
the T ransp o rt and General 
W orkers  U nion.

As reported in previous issues 
o f the M ilita n t,  the leaders of 
th is  m ost bureaucra tic  o f B rit is h  
trade unions have been f ig h t in g  
desperately d u rin g  the past six 
m onths to prevent the g row th  o f 
the m il ita n t N a tiona l A m a lga ­
mated Stevedores and Dockers 
Union.

E ver since the national dock 
s tr ik e  las t October, dockers in 
Merseyside and in Manchester 
have been leav ing  the TG W U  in 
a steady stream  and jo in in g  
the N A S D U . Six months, ago not 
one docker in th is  area was a 
member o f the “ blue”  union, as 
the N A S D U  is populai-ly called.
Now almost h a lf  o f them have 
jo ined and the to ta l continues 
to grow .

R eactionary o ff ic ia ls  o f the 
T ransp o rt and General W orkers  
Union have attem pted to hold 
back th is  development. B u t th e ir  
rab id  propaganda c a m p a i g n  
aga ins t the “ blue”  union has 
on ly fu r th e r  incensed the dock­
ers. In desperation, as more and 
more dockers jo ined the N A S D U , 
the T ransport and General lead­
ersh ip f lu n g  out a th re a t to de­
prive  the men o f th e ir live lihood.
Membership in th e ir  union, they 
declared, was a condition of em­
ployment on the docks.

A ltho ug h  B r ita in ’s dockers 
w ork  fo r  ind iv idua l employers, 
th e ir em ploym ent is contro lled 
by Dock Labor Boards, in ac­
cordance w ith  the Dock Labor 
Scheme enacted a f te r  the war. 
Under th is  Scheme, the men are 
required to re g is te r as p o rt-  
workers tw ice  a year. I t  is these 
Dock Labor Boards, composed 
o f representatives o f the em­
ployers and the TG W U , who is ­
sue the re g is tra tio n  books, w ith ­
out. which a docker cannot obtain 
em ploym ent.

A  few  m onths ago, o ff ic ia ls  
o f D eakin ’s union stated th a t 
new re g is tra tio n  books would be 
issued on ly  to dockers who p ro ­
duced T G W U  m em bership cards.

S O L ID A R IT Y
New books fe ll due fo r  issue 

th is  week. La s t Sunday, a mass 
m eeting o f the “ blue”  union 
dockers in the M erseyside area 
gave a unanimous w a rn in g  to 
the a lliance o f TG W U  o ffic ia ls  
and em ployers: Stop our books 
and we stop the po rts ! And 
stop the ports  they did the next- 
day in  an im m edia te reaction of 
section a f te r  section o f N A S D U  
members who were refused re g ­
is tra tio n .

In a m agnificent dem onstra­
tion  of so lid a rity , members o f 
D eakin ’s union jo ined w ith  th e ir 
N A S D U  bro thers and le ft the 
ships, cranes and dockside. The 
em ployers and the tw o  N a tiona l 
Dock Labor Boards were panic 
s tricken  at th is  development and 
backed down.

Fund Drive 
Goes Over 
The Top

By Constance Farr
Cam paign M anager

The S15,000 Press Fund cam­
paign fo r the support o f the 
M ilita n t comes to a g lorious finish 
(his week w ith  a to ta l received 
o f $15,525!

I t  is the m ost successful cam ­
pa ign in many years. Pledges 
have been paid up on tim e w ith in  
the th ree-m onth period as sched­
uled. M any c ities  had a hard fig h t 
to raise th e ir  quotas on tim e, 
others h a d - lit t le  d iff ic u lty  —  but 
a ll o f them  agree th a t the cam ­
paign has been most in sp ir ing  
because o f the hearten ing re ­
sponse everywhere to the appeal 
fo r  support o f The M ilita n t.

In  the fina l week o f the cam ­
paign, the fo llo w in g  cities reach­
ed the lOO'/r m ark, o r over: San 
Francisco, B u ffa lo , New York, 
Los Angeles, M inneapolis - St. 
Paul, M ilw aukee and Oakland.

D e tro it and Cleveland, who had 
reached th e ir  quotas p rev iously  
sent in m ore money.

New Y ork , w h ich fu lfille d  the 
very la rge  quota of- $3,200, 
reports  th a t m any o f th e ir  con­
trib u tio n s  were fro m  ind iv idua ls  
who had never been approached 
oefore. Calv in  received $5 from  
one o f his shopmates; donations 
were also received fro m  other 
M il ita n t  supporters who were 
happy to come to the aid o f The 
M il ita n t  when tlhe ever-increasing- 
costs o f pub lish ing  the paper were 
expla ined to them.

In  look ing  back over the o u t­
s tand ing events o f the cam paign, 
we feel a special tr ib u te  should 
go to P ittsbu rgh , the f irs t  c ity  
to a tta in  its  quota. K a r l M iner 
was the Press Fund m anager. 
Once the goal had been reached 
by one c ity , others became en­
couraged, and Sallie  Stone, Seattle 
campaign d irec to r w ro te us when 
they reached th e ir  quota, “ Don’t  
th in k  Seattle is  rich , bu t th is  
money came in fas te r than I 
could take it .  On our lite ra tu re  
routes, we have collected dona­
tions from  a la rge  num ber of 
reg u la r M ilita n t buyers and we 
were so happy over th is  m anifes­
ta tion  o f th e ir  lo y a lly  tow ard our 
paper.

D e tro it, another c ity  th a t w en t 
(Continued on page 2)

Huge Reuther Machine 
Dominates; Resentment 
Simmers w ith in  Ranks

By George Breitman
CLEVELAND, April 1 — United Auto Workers presi­

dent Walter Reuther had things his own way at (he 15th 
convention of the CIO union, whose last session was held 
here tonight.

Reuther’s machine at the convention was big — about 
one staff member for every five delegates — but it
functioned sm ooth ly  and e ffec ­
tive ly . The class co llabora tion 
program  he proposed was adopt­
ed. Most o f his reso lu tions were 
passed w ith  ease, o ften  unan i­
m ously, most o f the tim e w ith  
l i t t le  opposition expressed. He 
h im se lf was re-elected by accla­
m ation and his fu ll slate o f candi­
dates fo r  o ffice rs  and reg ional 
d irectors was elected w ithou t d i f ­
f ic u lty ; the tw o incum bent reg ion­
al d irectors whom he decided to 
get rid  o f d idn ’ t even run fo r re- 
election.

B u t tha t d idn ’ t  .mean there 
w asn 't considerable resentm ent, 
doubt and opposition among the 
3,000 delegates over some or 
m any o f the thing's the Reuther 
machine represents.

A  sm all p a rt o f the resentm ent, 
as we reported in las t week’s 
M ilita n t, came fro m  conservative 
elements who are Reulhorit-es 
themselves, b u t who voted aga inst 
the dues increase to bu ild  a 
$25,000,000 s tr ik e  fun d  because 
they don’t  like  the idea o f a 
s tr ike  under any circum stances.

M IS T R U S T  R E U T H E R
There was another much la rg e r 

num ber o f delegates who m is tru s t 
or oppose R euther fo r  progressive 
reasons —  because the y  fea r 
the g ro w in g  bu reaucra tiza tion  of 
th e ir  un ion; because they recog­
nize the shortcom ings in  Reuth- 
o r’s guaranteed annual wage plan 
o r are suspicious th a t he w ill 
settle  on th is  issue fo r  l i t t le  more 
than acceptance o f some p a ltry  
“ p rin c ip le ”  w h ile  sac rific ing  basic 
con tractua l demands; b e c a u s e  
they w ant a p rogram  tha t w ill 
rea lly  help to preven t the spread 
o f unem ploym ent and to  prom ote 
a s trugg le  aga inst speedup in the 
p lants, etc.

B u t R euther had his way w ith ­
out serious troub le  because these

delegates had no leadership th a t 
was organized o r prepared to 
challenge him  oil any fun da ­
m enta l issue o r to o ffe r  the union 
an a lte rn a tive  program .

The la rges t non - R eutherite  
center in the U A W  is Ford Local 
600, headed by Car! S te lla te . 
When the Local 600 paper, F ord  
Facts, was passed around, the 
delegates looked a t i t  w ith  g rea te r 
in te res t than the o ffic ia l conven­
tion  lite ra tu re . B u t they could no t 
find in it ,  o r in the speeches o f 
S te lla te  and o the r Local 600 lead­
ers, any b a s i c  challenge to 
R euther’s policies and methods.

The tru th  was that the Local 
600 leadership and its  a llies had 
decided several months ago th a t 
they would not tigh t Reutherism  
at th is  convention. They said they 
s t i l l  believed the figh t fo r  a 30- 
hour week at 40 hours’ pay should 
have p r io r ity  th is  year, bu t they 
suspended t he 30 - fo r  - 40 f ig h t 
a fte r  R euther promised to  sup­
port a sho rte r w ork  week a fte r  
the U A W  won some kind o f g u a r­
anteed annual wage. W h ile  a few  
o f them ta lked about th e ir own 
program , they did not fig-lit fo r  
it at th is  convention.

Instead, they a ttem pted to d i f ­
fe ren tia te  t h e m s e l v e s  fro m  
Reuther on an issue which was 
“ po pu la r”  in the  sense th a t i t  
evoked widespread support, hu t 
which was a side-issue ju s t  the 
same. They go t about 4071 o f Hie 
delegates to support th e ir  p ro ­
posal tha t s tr ike  benefits be 
allocated on the basis o f r ig h t, 
ra th e r than, as the Reutheritos 
proposed, on the basis o f need. 
B u t they did  th is  on ly  by subor­
d in a tin g  a ll th e ir  o ther and more 
basic d iffe rences w ith  Reuther, 
and the price  they paid fo r  i t  was 
to side-track the convention dis­

c o n t in u e d  on page 2)

Stock Market " P r o b e "
Proves Just a  Farce

Hiroshima A-Bomb 
Victims W ill Get 

Plastic Surgery
T w e n t y  young Japanese 

women d isfigured as school 
ch ildren in the firs t atom bomb 
explosion at H irosh im a are 
being brought to New 1 ork 
C ity  fo r p lastic surgery  t re a t­
ments.

Caught in a school bu ild ing  
oil tha t fa te fu l day in 1945 
they survived th e ir  school 
mates on ly to live  in  iso la tion  
from  the com m unity  because 
o f th e ir  d is figurem ent.

T h e ir trea tm ent is spon­
sored as a pro ject by a group 
known as the H irosh im a Peace 
Center Associates. The U.S. 
A ir  Force w i l l  provide tra n s ­
po rta tion  to New Y o rk  and 
back.

Internal Conflict in Steel Union
B U F F A L O , A p r i l  4 —  F o rty  

thousand members o f the B uf- 
fa lo -Lackaw anna area of the 
United Steel W orkers (C IO ) are 
w atch ing w ith  keen in terest a 
s trugg le  in the inne r c irc le  of 
the Steel Union leadership. The 
lig h t is centered around the 
choice* o f a candidate fo r  vice- 
president, the N um ber 2 post in 
the In te rn a tion a l.

USW  President, D avid  J. M c­
Donald's choice fo r  the post is 
How ard Hague, an office fu n c ­
tio n a ry  in the union, "d iscovered”  
by McDonald. The opposition 
supports Joseph T. M oloney, D is ­
t r ic t  D ire c to r o f New  Y ork  
State, whose m ain source of 
s treng th  is the B u ffa lo -La cka - 
wanna area.

M oloney insists tha t he is a 
personal fr ie n d  o f M cDonald. He 
declares th a t he is in  perfect

agreem ent w ith  M cDonald’s po l­
icies. And he even expresses the 
hope tha t M cDonald w il l  f i l ia l ly  
support h im  fo r  the post o f 
v ice-president. However, the w ay 
the contest is ' being conducted, 
and p a r tic u la r ly  the unprece­
dented step o f ta k in g  the issue 
t<; the locals, indicates th a t a 
sharp s trugg le  fo r  con tro l o f 
the union is involved.

W A N T  TO K N O W
The membership wants to 

know  w hat the issues arc  in th is  
v ice -pres identia l election. One 
question raised a t a un ion m eet­
in g  is ty p ic a l: “ Does M oloney’s 
‘pe rfec t agreem ent’ w ith  M c­
Donald mean tha t he supported 
the a rm -in -a rm  to u r of p lan ts 
by M cDonald and U.S. Steel Pres. 
Ben jam in F a ir le s s ? ”

W h ile  M cDonald and Fairless 
were s tro llin g  th rough the 
plants, management was con-

dnoting a policy o f forced speed- 
ups, incentive rate abuses, and 
grievance procedure v io la tions. 
Those were tough days. Just 
where does M oloney stand on 
these phony maneuvers o f M c­
Donald?

The w orkers in the SBuffalo- 
Lackawanna area have another 
im p o rtan t question —  about the 
1953 s tr ik e  in  Bethlehem. One 
union m ember asked th is  ques­
tion  at. a Lackaw anna steel lo ­
cal m eeting when M oloney’s 
nom ination came up: “ W here did 
Moloney stand on the s tr ik e ­
b reaking te legram  M cDonald 
sent in 1953, te llin g  the men 
to go back to w ork and b lam ing  
them fo r  too many w a lk  - outs 
and production slow -dow ns?”

The union bro ther recalled a 
mass m eeting addressed by 
M oloney d u rin g  the s tr ike . He 
remembered the unanim ous m an­
date the membership ga.ve Mo-

loncy to continue the s tr ike  and 
fig h t the company v io la tions o f 
the con tract. He could w e ll have 
asked: W hy d idn ’t M oloney take 
issue w ith  M cDonald’s te legram  
since ho had f i r s t  hand know ­
ledge o f the s trugg les o f the 
Lackawanna w orkers?

The membership o f the Steel 
W orkers union have a lot to 
gain from  th is  in te rna l s trugg le . 
For the f irs t  tim e in m any years 
they have the chance to discuss 
and in fluence the po licy and 
course o f the union. The fact 
that th is  comes about because o f 
a power s trugg le  among the top 
o ffic ia ls  doesn’t a lte r the fa v o r­
able aspects o f the development. 
The f ig h t in the union bureauc­
racy lends to loosen up the 
t ig h t contro l o f the o ffic ia ls  and 
gives the rank and f i le  more of 
a chance to take a good look at 
the union leadership and its  
policies.

By Sam Marcy
M arx once observed that sonic 

g rea t h is to rica l events conic on 
the stage o f h is to ry  tw ice —  
once as a tragedy, and once as 
a farce. I f  the great in ves tig a ­
tion  o f W a ll Street in 1913 was 
a tragedy because it accomplished 
the ve ry  opposite it was sup­
posed to, the recent Fulbrigh t. 
in vestiga tion  o f the stock market 
is a complete farce. But how much 
more in s tru c tive  fo r  Am erican 
Labor!

The ru lin g  class, which in late 
December, 1954, was pou ring  out 
tons and tons o f propaganda 
about the g re a t wave of' pros­
p e rity  fo r  1955, awoke the f irs t  
Tuesday o f the new year, to fin d  
that, the stock market, had v i r ­
tu a lly  collapsed, and tha t, in the 
words o f the  N . Y. T im es, i t  
had “ su ffe red its  worst beating 
since June 26th, 1950. the o u t­
break o f the Korean W ar.”

C A T A S T R O P H E  F E A R E D
A ll sections o f the ru l in g  class 

verged on near panic, as the 
new GM stock issue, “ the super- 
dupor, colossal”  issue, which was 
to raise $325 m illio n  seemed to 
be in serious danger. Instead 
o f the expected sharp rise on 
the day o f the announcement o f 
the issue, a decline was reg istered. 
I t  was fe lt  th a t im m ediate 
governm ent in te rven tion  was 
necessary to stave o f f  w h a t all. 
appa ren tly , in  the ru lin g  fa c ­
tions, feared was an im pending 
catastrophe,

lienee, oil Jan. 4th, im m ed­
ia te ly  a fte r  the Board o f D irec­
lo ts  o f GM announced the $325 
m illion  stock issue, on the same 
afternoon, the Federal Reserve 
Board announced that it had 
intervened in the m arket s itu a ­
tion  by “ ra is ing  by 10 per cent 
the m arg in  on stock purchases.”

I t  is necessary to understand 
c le a rly  the im portance o f th is  
measure to see w h a t was hap­
pening. M arg in  is th,e amount 
o f cash an investo r m as t p u t 
up to buy stock. U n ti l recently , 
the m arg in  was sot, a t 50 per 
cent, which m eant th a t 50 per 
cent o f the investm ent had to be 
on a cash basis, and 50 per cent 
on cred it.

The announcement ra is ing  llie  
m arg in  to 60 per cent stated 
tha t the ru lin g  was not re tro ­
active. W ha t th is  meant, among 
o th e r th ings , was that, the g ia n t 
GM stock issue was not covered 
by th is  ru lin g , so i f  you had 
$1,000 to purchase stock on m a r­
g in , you would on ly  have to 
make a down paym ent o f $500 
on the now GM stock issue, and 
$600 on others. Th is would give 
GM a decided advantage.

P A T  ON T H E  BACK
The GM issue was u n d e rw rit­

ten by J. P. M organ and Co. 
W illia m  McChesney M a r t i n ,  
Chairm an o f the Federal Re­
serve Board, who is ch ie fly  re ­
sponsible fo r  th is  action, subse­
quently g o t one o f the few  pub­
lic  pats on the back ever handed

out by the House o f M organ to 
a p o litic ian , when R. Gordon 
Wasson, a v ice-president o f J. P. 
M organ and Co., in  the course 
o f a speech M arch 15th, singled 
ou t “ B ill McChesney M a rtin  as 
the man who knows his job .”

This advantage which GM go t 
as a re su lt o f the  Federal Re­
serve Board action was bound to  
raise the ire  o f M organ ’s bank­
ing  com petitors, and riva ls  o f 
GM as well. The la tte r , whose 
spokesmen genera lly  are the so- 
called “ lib e ra l”  element in gov­
ernm ent, B ig  Business, and es­
pecia lly  in the un ive rs ities , had 
previously been c lam oring  fo r  
such action, and consequently 
were ha rd ly  in a pos ition  to com­
pla in  now.

T h e ir theory is that by ra is ­
ing  the down paym ent on stock 
purchases, it would d rive  money 
out o f stock speculation, and in to  
business expansion instead, and 
(hereby increase em ploym ent. 
They had not reckoned w ith  Mc- 
Chesney M a rt in ’s m an ipu la tion  
o f it in such a way as to aid 
GM.

T h is question o f m arg in  be­
comes com plicated in the public 
view  because o f the c lam or o f 
(lie bourgeois lib e ra l professors 
of the type  o f P rofessor G ail- 
b ra ith , who call fo r  a 100 per 
cent stock m arg in . W h ile  the b ig  
banks are in favo r o f ra is in g  the 
m arg in  occasionally, such as in 
the case o f GM, they are in  
general opposed to it. The rea - 

(Continued on page 4)
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Sidelights of the Convention
C L E V E L A N D  —  U A W  m em ­

bership has declined since the 
1953 convention. I t  fe l l  from  an 
average m on th ly  per cap ita  tax  
membership o f 1,418,117 in  1953 
to 1,239,171 hi 1954, a loss o f 
12.6 per cent.

W h ile  the membership fe ll,  the 
size o f the Reutiher machine has 
reached a new high. The in te rn a ­
t io n a l s ta f f  numbered 951 at. the 
convention —  22' member's o f  the 
E xecutive Board, 645 in te rn a ­
tion a l representatives and 284 o f­
fice and m aintenance employees.

“ A p p ro x im a te ly  600 s ta f f  m em ­
bers o f the in te rn a tio n a l un ion 
(Were) needed fo r  the smooth 
ope ra tion ”  o f th is  convention, 
w ro te  A n thony  J. D iS an tis  in  the 
C leveland P la in  Dealer.

“ Smooth opera tion”  applied not 
on ly  to technical de ta ils. These 
600 o r more s ta f f  members, rep re ­
sen ting  one fo r  every five dele­
gates, were also there to ride  herd 
on the delegates, to  see th a t 
they voted “ r ig h t , ”  to  organize 
“ spontaneous”  dem onstra tions fo r  
Reuther, etc. F rom  the convention 
proceedings ju s t before election 
o f vice-presidents began:

A D E L E G A T E : A  po in t o f 
order, M r. Chairm an. Has 
an In te rn a tio n a l Representative 
go t the flo o r to in s tru c t dele­
gates how to vote? I  ob ject 
very  s tro n g ly  to th is  procedure. 
In te rn a tio n a l Representatives 
have no vote o r no voice on 
the flo o r and w hy are they 
here in s tru c tin g  delegates how 
to vote?

C H A IR M A N  G R E A T H O U S E : 
In te rn a tio n a l Representatives, 
B ro ther, do have a r ig h t  to  be 
on the flo o r and they have a 
voice on the flo o r. They do not 
c a rry  a vote, but they do have 
a voice on the floo r.

A  D E L E G A T E : They do not 
have a r ig h t  to in s tru c t dele­
gates how to vote.

C H A IR M A N  G R E A T H O U S E : 
N o one has a r ig h t  to  in s tru c t 
the delegates how to  vote.

A D E L E G A T E : Get them o f f  
the flo o r so they don’t  in s tru c t 
them .

*  *  *

Much o f the applause a t these 
ga therings  i9 syn the tic  cm- per­
fun c to ry . B u t the delegates re a lly  
applauded w ith  enthusiasm  when 
Reuther proposed th a t the U A W  
p u t up $1,500,000 tow ard  a gen­
era l labo r fund  to  organize the 
unorganized. They also demon­
stra ted tha t they have b ig  expect­
ations abou t A F I.-C IO  un ity .

*  *  *

W h a t does R euthe r’s g u a r­
anteed annual wage p lan mean in 
do lla rs  and cents? The answer 
m ig h t indica te w h a t he is p repa r­
ed to se ttle  fo r  in  the  com ing

negotia tions and th ro w  lig h t  on 
the p o s s ib ility  o f the corpora­
tions fo rc in g  a s tr ik e  th is  year. 
V iews o f U A W  leaders were 
re flected bv  A n to n y  M azzo lin i, 
Cleveland Press labo r ed ito r, in 
an a rtic le  on M arch  24, on the 
eve o f the convention. He re ­
ported :

“ A  dim e an hour w ou ld  be 
enough, union leaders estim ate, 
to finance the (U A W ’s) g u a r­
anteed annual wage. . .

“ U A W  leaders o ff ic ia lly  have 
not specified how much they th in k  
the guaranteed em ploym ent p lan 
would cost em ployers. They have 
le ft  the cerits-per-hour cost open 
fo r  negotiations.

“ But up o ffie ia lly , there has 
been ta lk  o f a dim e an hour being 
su ffic ien t to handle financing o f 
the fund which, U A W  proposes, 
would be used to  supplement 
unem ploym ent compensation fo r  
la id -o ff w orkers. . .

“ U A W  leaders say th a t GM, 
wh ich made $800,000,000 in  1954 
a f te r  taxes, can w e ll a ffo rd  to 
p u t a dime an hour in to  the fund 
fo r  each o f its  370,000 ho u rly - 
paid employees. I t  would cost GM 
about $75,000,000 annua lly , U A W  
says.

“ A  dim e an hour would cost 
Ford, w h ich has abou t 140,000 
hourly -pa id  employees, a b o u t  
S30,000,000 annua lly , U A W  es ti­
mates. Ford is reported to have 
earned close to  $200,000,000 las t 
year.

“ U A W  proposes tha t em ployer 
paym ents stop a fte r  the fund 
reaches a ce rta in  ce iling. I f  it 
should drop to  a ce rta in  f lo o r, 
paym ents would resum e."

* * *
Besides the fo u r  R eutherites 

and Carl S te lla te  o f Local 600, 
there was an add itiona l candidate 
fo r  v ice-president —  N a t T u rne r, 
com m itteem an fro m  F lin t  Buick 
Local 599, re la tiv e ly  unknown in 
the union na tion a lly . He ran on 
tihe ground tha t Negro members 
are en titled  to  some representa­
tion  on the In te rn a tion a l E x ­
ecutive Board, to which no Negro 
has ever been elected in  the 
U A W .

Out o f app rox im a te ly  13,200 
votes in (he convention, the u n o f­
fic ia l count gave T u rne r 1,036. 
S te lla to  got 3,923. The fo u r 
w inners ranged from  11,486 down 
to  9,924. In  Local 600, w ith  536 
votes. S te lla to  ran f irs t  w ith  396 
and T u rn e r second w ith  329. 
Many Negro delegates did not 
vote fo r  T urner.

* * *
W h ile  the Local 600 de legation 

d idn ’t  come to the convention to 
f ig h t fo r  its  p rogram , i t  d id  take 
advantage o f several occasions to 
speak about it .  W a lte r Q u ill ico

said d u r in g  the  discussion on the 
G AW  resolution-:

“ . . . We do no t go as fa r  as 
we should in  th is  year o f 1955. , . 
C e rta in ly  we are fo r  a G uar­
anteed A nnua l Wage. . . B u t I ’m 
w ondering about the  o ther w o rk ­
ers who come in to  the labor 
m arke t, who come ou t o f the 
schools, the colleges, and wtvat- 
have-you. W ihat are we go ing to 
do fo r  those ind iv idua ls  who some 
day w ill be look ing  fo r  a job? In  
m y humble op in ion, I  th in k  tha t 
the Guaranteed A nnua l Wage and 
a sho rte r w o rk  week go hand in 
hand. . . I  th in k  i t  is  ve ry  im ­
p o rta n t th a t we raise the question 
o f a sho rte r w o rk  week in  the 
com ing nego tia tions.”

Resolutions suppo rting  30-for- 
40 (a  th ir ty -h o u r  week a t fo r ty -  
hours pay) were subm itted to the 
convention from  Local 600, bu t 
did not reach the flo o r. The vote 
on the G A W  reso lu tion was unan i­
mous. The reso lu tion  adopted on 
au tom ation endorsed a recom ­
m endation “ to place the w inn ing  
o f the sho rte r w ork  week at the 
top o f ou r union’s collective 
ba rga in ing  agenda a fte r  the 
guaranteed wage has been 
achieved.”  B ut, i t  added, “ i t  is 
not possible now to  set up an 
exact tim etab le  fo r  the progres­
sive reduction o f the w o rk  week.”  

♦ * *
In  -the discussion on women 

w orkers  (see la s t w-eek’s M il i ­
ta n t)  there was on ly  one delegate 
who drew  a tte n tio n  to the basic 
method fo r  overcom ing the cause 
o f pre judices aga inst women 
w o rk in g  in  the p lants. T h a t was 
Jesus Chantres o f Local 600.

Ghantres h im se lf has backward 
ideas on women workers. ( “ My 
w ife  is no t w o rk in g ; She is ta k ­
in g ' care o f three kids. In ­
c id en ta lly , I  am one o f those 
people th a t is opposed to women 
w o rk in g .” ) And, like  Reuther, he 
m is in te rp re ted  the reso lu tion  be­
ing discussed, neglecting to note 
tlnat i t  called fo r  a f ig h t against 
d isc rim in a tio n  against women at 
the h ir in g  gate. B u t w h ile  speak­
in g  in  fa v o r o f the reso lution 
Chantres also said:

“ We m ust have a shorte r w ork 
week, o r 30-for-40. I t  w i l l  give 
us 33 1 /3  per cent (m o re ) people 
to  be employed in the p lan t and 
in tha t w ay we w ill be able to 
help . . . no t on ly  the women 
workers but also the men tha t 
are unemployed. . . Then we can 
have them a ll w o rk in g  and don't 
have to have a ba ttle  about it  
between the men and women.”

*  *  *

Compared to  the previous con­
ven tion  there was re la tive ly  l i t t le  
redba iting . C arl S te lla to  re fe rred  
to the w ay advocates o f 30-for-

40 had been redbaited la s t tim e, 
and how d iffe re n t the o ffic ia i 
a ttitu d e  was th is  tim e. Buit o f 
course th is  was p a r t ly  due to the 
fa c t th a t the opponents o f 
Reuther had fo u g h t h im  openly 
la s t tim e, w h ile  th is  tim e  they 
tr ied  to avoid a figh t. Aside fro m  
th is , however, the  atmosphere in 
the convention undoubtedly re ­
flected the decline in  the general 
power o f M eC arthyism  since 
1953.

*■ *  *

The reso lu tion  on po litica l 
action rea ffirm ed  the R eutherite  
adherence to the tw o  - p a rty  
system and the election o f libe ra l 
ca p ita lis t po litic ians. I t  also called 
fo r  “ a na tiona l conference o f 
labor, fa rm  and o ther lib e ra l 
forces m the sp ring  o f 1956 — 
p r io r  to the convening o f both 
na tiona l p a r ty  conventions. The 
purpose o f such a conference 
would be to  analyze the  ove r-a ll 
economic and p o litica l s itua tion  
th a t then con fronts  the A m erican 
jreople and to  m obilize libe ra l 
forces in  an a ll-o u t e f fo r t  to 
f ig h t fo r  lib e ra l p rinc ip les  and 
policies in  the p la tfo rm s  o f the 
po litica l pa rties .”

O nly one Labor P a rty  reso lu­
tion  was o ffe red  to the conven­
tion  —  fro m  the Dearborn 
Assem bly U n it o f  Local 600. I t  
said both m a jo r pa rties  have 
fa iled  to  solve “ the basic prob­
lems o f A m erican  society, the 
problem s o f w ar and depression,”  
and asked the convention to urge 
the CIO to  “ convene in  the near 
fu tu re  a Congress o f Labor . . . 
which sha ll have the fun c tio n  o f 
de te rm in ing  a program  and 
se ttin g  in  m otion mechanics fo r 
the estab lishm ent o f a Farm  
Labor P a rty  in  the U n ited  
States.”

A  few  days before the conven­
tion , too la te  to  subm it its  own 
reso lu tion , the Local 600 ex­
ecutive board voted to endorse 
any F a rm er-L ab o r P a rty  reso lu­
tions presented a t the conven­
tion . B u t the D earborn Assem bly 
reso lu tion never go t out o f the 
reso lutions com m ittee.

* * *
A w ritte n  re p o rt by Reuther 

and W illia m  H . O live r, co-direc­
to rs  o f the U A W 's  F a ir  Practices 
Departm ent, revealed th a t du ring  
the la s t tw o years the un ion has 
been m a lting  a survey o f dis­
c rim in a tio n  th rough  a question­
na ire  sent to 1,203 locals. Replies 
were received fro m  712, meaning 
491 locals d idn ’t  even bo ther to 
answer. 525 locals said they have 
th e ir  own fa i r  practices com m it­
tees. 126 said they  believe the 
companies they deal w ith  engage 
in d isc rim in a to ry  h ir in g  prac­
tices. 209 p lan ts  covered in  the

...N e e d  for Left Wing in UAW
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cussion away fro m  the re a lly  
c ruc ia l issues o f un ion po licy.

S T E L L A T O ’S RO LE
Nevertheless, m any o f the 

delegates were look ing fo r  some 
w ay o f expressing th e ir  doubts 
and d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the 
R euther leadership. S te lla to  did 
no t o ffe r  them  a p rogram  to 
counlenpose to R euther’s; he 
said o f R euther’s keynote speech,

“ I  agreed w ith  every word o f i t . ”  
B u t in  sp ite  o f tha t, S te lla to  is 
known as a non-R eutherite , as 
one who had fo u g h t Reuther in 
the past. In  fac t, S te lla to  is the 
on ly n a tion a lly  known figu re  in  
the U A W  who has no t become 
p a r t o f the ad m in is tra tio n  m a­
chine.

S te lla to  the re fo re  became a 
symbol fo r  m any delegates and a 
means th rough  which they could 
express th e ir  reservations o r dis-

L. A. School Board’s 
W itch Hunt Opposed

By Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, April 3 — Opposition to the thought­

shackling witch hunt and the Los Angeles School Board 
is strongly evident in the municipal campaign here. In the
contest fo r  .Board o f Education,® -
Robert M organ, candidate o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers, has given a 
w o rk in g  class -political c la r ity  to 
th is  sentim ent.

The school board election, set 
fo r  A p r i l 5, has become one of 
the ho ttest in  the h is to ry  o f th is  
c ity  —  and even overshadows 
the race fo r  C ity  Council.

The local labo r o ff ic ia ls  have 
given support to the lib e ra l M a r­
tin -H a rd y -P e tty  slate, which calls 
the present school hoard “ the 
w o rs t in  the e n tire  cou n try .”

The B rock-W eissm an slate, 
w ith  a program  no d iffe re n t 
than  the labor-backed tr io , de­
clares “ there is a s trang e r in 
the classroom, and his name is 
fe a r.”

P h il S ilver, a fa s t- ta lk in g  
law yer, run n ing  independently, 
demands, “ Remove fe a r from  
teaching! R e tu rn  freedom  o f 
le a rn in g !”  He bases h is “ Dec­
la ra tio n  o f Academic Freedom”  
on support o f U n ited  N ations 
Educationa l, S c ie n tific  and C u l­
tu ra l O rgan iza tion  (U N E S C O ).

S trong support to the needs 
o f local m in o r ity  groups which 
are “ counseled in to  mediocre 
shop courses and aw ay fro m  
academic courses”  is  given by 
candidate P lu ta rco Garcia, who 
also po in ts ou t th a t “ fe a r p re ­
vents teachers fro m  dealing w ith  
con trovers ia l subjects.”

T hough t in tim id a tio n  was heat­
ed ly opposed by m any candidates

in the Board o f Education cam ­
paign, b u t th e ir  program s cen­
tered around meaningless re f ­
erences to the “ teaching o f 
U N E 'S C  O.”  Robert M organ 
b raugh t the opposition to the 
w itch  h u n t down to cases by a 
fro n ta l a ttack  on teacher’s “ lo y ­
a lty ”  oaths and the D ilw o rth  
A c t —  an A c t w h ich  empowers 
the au tho ritie s  to  discharge 
teachers who exercise th e ir  con­
s t itu t io n a l r ig h t  under the  F if th  
Am endm ent and refuse to g ive 
tes tim ony to  the w itch  hunters.

Throughou t the cam paign, the 
SW P candidate showed the 
source o f the w itch  h u n t in  the 
w a r d rive  o f Am erican B ig  Bus­
iness. T h is  analysis, and h is de­
mand to tra n s fe r w a r funds to 
education, were included in  a 
special fea tu re  T V  newscast la s t 
week over K N X T .

Fee ling  loca lly  was indicated 
when Della Rossa, presenting 
M organ ’s p la tfo rm  before an 
audience o f around 200 at the 
■Southland Jew ish O rgan iza tion , 
made the demand to repeal the 
D ilw o rth  A ct. T h is  demand was 
greeted by a s trong  bu rs t o f 
applause. She was again in te r ­
rupted w ith  applause when she 
called fo r  the e lim in a tio n  o f 
“ lo y a lty ”  oaths, and a th ird  
tim e  when she demanded tha t 
v ic tim ized  teachers be given 
back th e ir  jobs, w ith  re troactive  
pay.

content w ith  the Reuther leader­
ship. W hen the elections took 
place on the fo u rth  day o f the 
convention they urged h im  to  run 
fo r  one o f the vice-presidencdes 
in  opposition to the fo u r candi­
dates on the R euther slate.

S te lla to  had been hes itan t about 
run n ing , and s t i l l  appeared un­
decided as he rose to  speak a fte r  
being nom inated. He said he was 
tem pted to  ran because he be­
lieved “ there is room on the In ­
te rna tiona l E xecutive Board fo r  
honest, constructive  d iffe rence o f 
op in ion.”

He recalled tha t at the las t con­
vention, when he and others had 
introduced a reso lu tion  fo r  the 
30-hour week at 40 hours’ pay, 
they had been redbaited as agents 
o f the K re m lin  and denounced as 
demagogues and opportun is ts . 
Now, he noted, the leadership ’s 
position on a sho rte r w o rk  week 
had been changed.

30-FOR-40 NOW ?
He said he s t i l l  was o f the 

op in ion th a t 30-for-40 “ should be 
ou r m a jo r ob jective in  th is  set 
o f nego tia tions,”  bu t a m a jo r ity  
o f the union had set the g u a r­
anteed annual wage as the m a jo r 
objective, "and we are fo r  i t  and 
w ith  i t  100 per cent.. B u t we th in k  
th a t i f  we can get th is  conven­
tion  on record fo r  a sho rte r w ork 
week as our next m a jo r objective, 
we wall have covered a lo t  o f 
ground between 1953 and 1955."

C on tinu ing , he recalled th a t he 
had stoted ea rlie r, “ and I meant 
i t  when I  said i t  tw o  days ago, 
th a t I  did no t come in to  th is  con­
vention to challenge anybody and 
I was not seeking anyone to cha l­
lenge me.”  B u t he said he d idn ’t 
lik e  (he w ay the In te rn a tio n a l 
E xecu tive Board had handpicked 
the tw o new' vice - pres identia l 
candidates, and concluded:

“ I  w a n t to repeat I d idn ’t  come 
in here to f ig h t anyone. I  sincerely 
believe th a t i f  there was someone 
on the Executive Board —  and I 
would like  to be th a t someone —  
who would once in a  w h ile  raise 
objections to th ings, th a t we 
would have a be tte r and a 
s tronger union. I  am go ing to 
accept fo r  th a t reason.”

I t  was a con c ilia to ry  ra th e r 
than a f ig h tin g  speech. B u t i t  
pointed to d iffe rences w ith  
Reuther, and appealed to dele­
gates who fe l t  oppressed by the 
w e igh t o f the m onolith ic  Reuther 
machine and wanted someone in

the leadership who would no t be 
a fra id  to express differences.

A pp rox im a te ly  30 per cent o f 
the votes in  the election were cast 
fo r  S te lla to .

S te lla to  expressed surprise tha t 
his vote was so b ig . T h is  only 
showed he had underestim ated 
the scope o f the a n ti - Reuther 
sen tim ent w h ich existed in the 
convention b u t found l i t t le  chan­
nel fo r  d irec t and open expression.

N E E D  FOR L E F T  W IN G
Reuither had his own way in 

the elections as w e ll as in the rest 
o f the convention. B u t the vote 
fo r  S te lla to  proved th a t there is 
an ob jective basis fo r  the fo rm a ­
tion  o f a genuine le ft  w in g  in the 
U A W .

S te lla to  and the group asso­
ciated w ith  h im  th rew  away the 
opportun ities  present a t th is  con­
vention to  stress the  need fo r  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f such a le f t  w ing, to 
ou tline  the economic and po litica l 
program  on the basis o f which i t  
could meet the needs o f U A W  
members and successfully cha l­
lenge the dom ination  o f the 
Reuther machine, and to  consol­
idate the core o f a le ft  w ing  fo r 
fu tu re  s trugg les.

I t  is do ub tfu l th a t R euther 
could have been beaten a t th is 
convention i f  his opponents had 
taken advantage o f these op­
po rtun ities . B u t i f  they had acted 
in a p rinc ip le d  and m il ita n t  
fash ion they could have la id  the 
basis fo r  an opposition caucus 
th a t could become a serious force 
not too long fro m  now.

I t  rem ains to be seen w hether 
the S te lla to  group w ill continue to 
seek conc ilia tion  w ith  Reuther or 
w ill resume a s trugg le  against 
h im  on a princ ip led  basis. Despite 
Reuther’s present s trong position, 
he is  vulnerable a t several points. 
A n e ffec tive  le ft  w ing  can be 
b u ilt  i f  i t  is provided w ith  a 
leadership com m itted to  f ig h t 
aggressively fo r  30-for-40, fo r  a 
Labor P a rty , fo r  a determ ined 
figh t against speedup, fo r  sus ta in ­
ed action to end d isc rim ina tion  
against N egro and women w o rk ­
ers, and fo r  democracy in  the 
U A W .

The 15th convention showed 
th a t th is  is the need o f the  U A W . 
I t  also showed th a t Local 600 has 
su ffic ien t p restige  in  the ranks 
to  become the ra l ly in g  center fo r  
a rea l le f t  w ing . I t  its  leaders 
don’t  meet th e ir  responsib ilities, 
some o th e r forces in the union 
w ill have to do it .  A nd w il l  do it .

survey h ire  no women and 172 
h ire  no Negroes.

* * *
Guest speaker Thurgood M a r­

shall, NAA 'CP counsel), made a 
good po in t aga inst the a rgum ent 
th a t “ now is no t the tim e ”  to 
enforce in te g ra tio n  because f irs t 
i t ’s necessary to “ educate”  p re ­
judiced people to  understand th a t 
segregation is bad. He said:

“ W ell, to a group o f experienced 
organized labor people th a t cer­
ta in ly  w i l l  n o t make sense. Just 
th in k  fo r  a moment, i f  you had 
le ft problems o f you r wages, your 
hours, your w o rk in g  conditions 
and now the o ther objectives you 
are d r iv in g  fo r  —  i f  you had 
postponed them u n t il the N A M  
and the big  corpora tions had been 
educated to the fa c t tha t you were 
human beings and en titled  to 
som ething, I am sure you w ill 
agree th a t in  General M otors and 
o ther companies like  tha t, you 
would at least be no fu rth e r ad­
vanced than when tha t period o f 
education s ta rted .”

* * *
Jus t as women delegates had 

com plained th a t good resolutions 
were passed a t conventions, bu t 
then Little o r  no th ing was done to 
c a rry  them out, so d id  some 
Negro delegates com plain about 
the fa ilu re  o r slowness o f the 
union leadership to im plem ent 
c iv il r ig h ts  reso lutions.

'The finst speaker on th is  sub­
je c t b it te r ly  condemned “ the  d is ­
g race”  o f d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst 
Negroes in  the sk illed  trades. 
Here is how he was answered by 
tw o  Reuitherites, the f irs t  Negro, 
the second w h ite :

H O R A C E  S H E F F IE L D , Local 
600: . . .  I t  does m y heart 
good . . .  to see the progress 
th a t we are m aking. . . I  have 
no doubt th a t tw o years hence 
we w i l l  be advanced a lo t 
fa r th e r  than we are today.

B L A IN E  M A R R IN , Local 
157: The delegate raised the 
question on the sk illed  trades, 
what are they do ing about 
p u ttin g  Negroes in to  the ap­
prenticeship program ? . . . We 
are w o rk ing  a t th is . W e can’t  
t r y  a ll at once to  in teg ra te  th is  
th in g  ove rn igh t. . . You may 
th in k  i t  isn ’t  a problem , but the 
(w h ite )  union members in  the 
plant are in s is ting  tha t th e ir  
sons be given the f irs t  op­
p o rtu n ity  (as apprentices). T ha t 
is the problem we have had. I  
th in k  by the next convention 
we w ill be able to  te ll th is  great 
convention th a t we do have N e­
g ro  bro thers in  the too l and die 
jobs as apprentices.

* * *
The w ay in which the dues in ­

crease was discussed —  being 
m ixed in w ith  a discussion o f 
w hether the s tr ike  fund should be 
d is tribu te d  on the basis o f “ need”  
or the basis o f “ r ig h t ”  —  m ust 
have been confusing to  some dele­
gates. The fo llo w in g  is taken 
fro m  the convention proceeding's: 

D E L E G A T E  O’N E IL , Local 
1251: . . .  I want to  go on record 
ju s t to say th is , B ro ther Reuth- 
er, th a t I  w ant to pu t i t  on 
record tha t M r. O’N e il’s l i t t le  
boy Owen is a ll in  favo r o f th is  
$5.00 dues increase, and I  don’t  
care how you get it .  L e t’s get 
it .

P R E S ID E N T  R E U T H E R : I  
take i t  you are in fa vo r o f the 
basis o f need, B ro ther. Am  I 
r ig h t?  O r are you in favo r on 
the basis o f r ig h t?

D E L E G A T E  O’N E IL :  W ha t’s 
tha t?

P R E S ID E N T  R E U T H E R : A re  
you in  favo r on the basis o f 
need o r r ig h t?

D E L E G A T E  O’N E IL :  I am 
fo r  it .  I  don’t  g ive  a hoot i f  i t  
is r ig h t  or w rong  o r what.

*  *  *

A ll reso lu tions re la tin g  to p o li­
tics sharp ly  attacked Eisenhower 
and the Republican a d m in is tra ­
tion , except one —  the reso lu­
tio n  on fo re ig n  po licy. Here 
E isenhower was praised fo r  ex­
pressing “ noble p rinc ip les  and 
lo fty  ideals”  in  a demagogic ta lk  
he gave tw o years ago, and 
fa in t ly  reproved fo r  not g iv in g  
them  “ p ractica l im p lem enta tion .”  
The reso lu tion  pledged “ our 
wholehearted support to the de­
fense”  o f Form osa and the 
Pesoadore Islands. A nd  since tha t 
is becom ing fashionable in  W ash­
ing ton  too, i t  also called fo r  a 
m eeting o f the heads o f s tate o f 
the U.S., B r ita in  and the Soviet 
U n ion  a fte r  German rearm am ent 
is ra tified .

* * *
There was li te ra lly  no c ritic ism  

o f Reuther in  the pre-convention 
issue o f the S ta lin is t W orke r d is ­
tr ib u te d  to the delegates on the 
f irs t  day. I f  any o f the delegates 
were S ta lin is ts  o r influenced by
them, they fo llowed su it.

*  *  *

The convention took no action 
on a w itch  h u n t reso lu tion  from  
B uick Local 599 proposing the 
expulsion o f anyone be longing to 
“ any subservient p o litica l o rgan­
iza tio n ”  and the suspension or ex­
pu lsion o f any m em ber re fus ing  
to  te s t ify  under oath o r using 
“ any amendm ent o f the B il l o f 
R igh ts  to refuse to te s t ify .”

I t  approved the position on the 
F if th  Am endm ent taken by the 
In te rn a tio n a l E xecutive Board 
la s t year. “ I t  is  be tte r n o t to use 
the Am endm ent,”  the IE B  said.

B u t “ no member o r employee w ill 
be pre judiced in any degree in 
his re la tionsh ip  to the union 
m ere ly  and solely because he 
c la im s the p r iv ile g e  o f the F if th  
A m endm ent.”  Rather, he “ w ill be 
judged in  ou r union by h is 
actions, past and present”  and 
by h is stand on issues which 
divide C om m unist P a rty  members 
and fe llo w  trave le rs  fro m  “ loya l 
w o rkers  in the Am erican labor 
m ovem ent.”

W hat th is  means got a tes t at 
the convention. A F lin t  member, 
M a rtin  T rachtenberg , had been 
fired by GM because he used the 
F if th  Am endm ent in  re fus ing  to 
te s t ify  before the  House Un- 
A m erican A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee. 
He asked the convention to sup­
po rt his demand fo r  re ins ta te ­
ment. B u t the grievance com m it­
tee said there  was “ v ir tu a lly  no 
chance o f w inn ing  such a dem and" 
and Vice President John L iv in g ­
ston said i f  th is  was made a con­
tra c tu a l demand it m igh t cause 
F lin t  w orkers to vote against a 
s tr ik e  th is  year. And the con­
vention tu rned down T rach ten ­
berg ’s request.

The convention also took no 
action on an appeal fro m  five 
fo rm e r u n it  o ffice rs o f Local 600 
who were barred fro m  office in  
1952 fo r  be ing “ subservient”  to 
the Com m unist P a rty , a lthough  
they were found e lig ib le  fo r  o f­
fice a fte r  a t r ia l by the local.

*  * *
The con s titu tion  com m ittee 

came in  w ith  tw o proposals to 
nibble aw ay fu r th e r  a t the demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  o f the members.

F o r a long tim e the Reuther 
Machine has been t r y in g  to 
“ s tab ilize ”  the union by ho ld ing  
election o f local officers every two 
years ra th e r than  every year. A t  
the la s t convention th is  was re ­
jected in  fa v o r o f a compromise, 
p e rm itt in g  the locals to  set the 
te rm  a t e ithe r one or tw o  years.

This tim e the m andato ry two- 
year clause was again presented 
in  w ritte n  fo rm . But i t  was w ith ­
drawn a fte r  Reuther asked fo r  a 
show o f sentim ent by hand vote 
and p iously advised his com m it­
tee tha t the vote was so close i t  
ought to  spare the tim e o f the 
convention by not pu rsu ing the 
m atter.

A no the r con s titu tion a l change 
proposed in  w r it in g  by Reuther’s 
com m ittee was im m edia te ly  dub­
bed a “ lo y a lty  oath.”  I t  would 
have required any candidate fo r  
union office to sign a pledge not 
to  c ircu la te  any sta tem ent “ which, 
is false, deceptive o r m alic ious o r 
which re flec ts  fa lse ly  on any 
m em ber’s character, m o ra lity  o r 
in te g r ity .”  Th is w ou ld  g ive w in ­
n ing  candidates a ve ry  hqndy 
device fo r  p u rg in g  unsuccessful 
opponents.

I t  g o t such an unfavorable 
reaction fro m  delegates and such 
bad p u b lic ity  fro m  the press th a t 
t lie  cons titu tion  com m ittee never 
presented i t  to the convention fo r  
a vote. B u t th a t may no t be the 
la s t o f th is  d isg race fu l proposal. 
A it any ra te , no one in  the leader­
ship repudiated it.

j)e ♦  $

A fa vo rite  expression was “ th is  
great convention.”  M ore accur­
ate ly, it  was a la rge  convention.

* * *
Las t week’s M il ita n t  s to ry  on 

the convention said m ost o f the 
opponents o f the dues increase 
were people who genera lly  sup­
p o rt the Reuther leadership. A n ­
o ther s to ry  in  th is  week’s issue 
says th a t conservative R euth­
e rites voted aga inst the dues in ­
crease because they are aga inst a 
s trike . Th is is no t m eant to  im p ly  
th a t a ll opponents o f the dues in ­
crease were Reutherites, con­
serva tive  o r a n ti-s tr ike . On the 
con tra ry , some were m ilita n ts  and 
p ro -« trike  who voted th is  w ay to 
show th e ir  lack o f confidence in 
Reuther, th e ir  suspicion th a t the 
s tr ik e  fund  w il l  no t be handled 
p rope rly  and in  the in te rests o f 
the rank-and-file , etc.

$15,000 Fund Scoreboard
Final Standings

C ity Quota Paid Percent
Philadelph ia $ 400.00 $ 486.00 121
A llen to w n 75.00 89.00 119
Seattle 175.00 207.00 1.18
D e tro it 750.00 862.00 115
Cleveland 250.00 270.00 108
Chicago 1,600.00 1,703.00 106
P ittsbu rgh 150.00 155.00 104
San Francisco 800.00 805.00 101
Youngstown 200.00 200.00 100
Boston 600.00 600.00 100
A kron 125.00 125.00 100
N ew ark 275.00 275.00 100
Oakland 300.00 300.00 100
M ilw aukee 250.00 250.00 100
Los Angeles 3,000.00 3,000.00 100
B u ffa lo 1,600.00 1,600.00 100
M inneapolis-S t. Paul 1,200.00 1,200.00 100
New York 3,200.00 3,200.00 100
St. Louis 75.00 50.00 66
General — 148.00 —

F ina l Tota ls $15,025.00 $15,525.00 103

...Fund Goes Over Top
(Continued from  page 1)

over its  quota a t any ea rly  date, 
reported, “ D e tro it is pleased to 
re p o rt th a t aftea- v o lu n ta r ily  ra is ­
in g  our Press Fund Quota fixnn 
$600 to S750, we have collected 
$802.”

M inneapo lis-S t. Paul sent in  
th e ir  f ina l paym ent w ith  th is  
note fro m  Fannie “ We are ju s t 
g e ttin g  in  under the w ire  —  w ith  
th is  check fo r  $150. We had a 
fine w ind-up social la s t n ig h t and 
made $82 fo r  the fund. The going 
was rough and tough in  spots, 
b u t w o rth w h ile  and s tim u la tin g  
a ll the w ay.”

L. Young, B u ffa lo , w ro te  th a t 
i t  was “ t ig h t  squeezing, b u t I 
knew  we would come th ro u g h .”  
And come th rough  they did  w ith  
a fina l paym en t o f $205 to  reach 
th e ir  $1,600 pledge.

N ick  w rite s  fro m  San Francisco 
th a t a lthough th e ir  quota has 
been met, there are “ add itiona l 
prom ises tha t may come in .”  

O ur fr ie n d  fro m  Connecticut 
who prom ised to send us m ore

when we received his f irs t  con­
tr ib u tio n , kept his w'ord to the 
tune o f $15 which was cred ited 
to General on the Scoreboard..

One o f the m ost in te re s tin g  
aspects o f th is  h ig h ly  successful 
cam paign is the num ber o f con­
tr ib u tio n s  we have received fro m  
ind iv idua l readers o f The M il ita n t  
who did not have any pledge, b u t 
who stepped fo rw a rd  w ith  th e ir  
money in th e ir  hands. We re p o rt­
ed tw o con tribu tions o f $100, one 
to P hiladelph ia , which helped th is  
c ity  to  reach 121%, top  place on 
the scoreboard; and one fro m  a 
man Who came to the M il ita n t  
office. B u t there were m any, 
many others about whom a ll our 
Press Fund m anagers have re ­
ported.

There is one conclusion to d raw  
— th a t the M il ita n t  is g re a tly  
prized by its  readers, who have 
shown by th e ir  suppo rt th a t  they 
fee l i t  is th e ir  paper. A nd  th a t 
i t  is the on ly paper today speak­
ing  ou t fea rless ly  and t r u th fu l ly  
fo r  the workers.

MORE SHOCKING FACTS 
ON KONG HOUSE SERFS

On March 14 the Militant printed a translation of a 
story that had appeared in the United Journal, a Chinese- 
language newspaper printed in New York. I t  told about 
fo u r  servants of H. H. K ung, the® — -------------- -------------------------------------
m illio n a ire  fo rm e r Secretary o f 
the T reasu ry  o f the Chiang K a i- 
shek reg im e. K ung had im ported 
these servants fro m  China to 
w o rk  in his 56-room mansion on 
Long Is land, N. Y. They received 
the t r i f l in g  wages o f $100 a 
m onth a lthough they did skilled 
w o rk  as w e ll as bejng forced to 
do a ll sorts o f general w o rk . 
W orst o f a ll, they alleged tha t 
(hey were v ir tu a l prisoners. On 
the Chinese New Year they ran 
away. One was caught and 
b rough t back to the K ung con­
c e n tra tio n -c a m p  m ansion. The 
o ther three are s t i l l  in  h id ing .

On M arch 16 another Chinese- 
language newspaper published in 
New Y o rk , the Chinese Jou rna l, 
p rin ted  the s to ry  o f the servant- 
serfs and added the fo llo w in g :

“ The K un g  fa m ily ’s fo u r  ser­
vants a ll fe l t  they were no t free 
to move, to ta lk  to fr ien ds  on the 
telephone o r  to go about and 
make friends  w ith  o ther people’s 
servants. Even when they w ent 
fo r  a h a irc u t the K ung fa m ily  
sent a special guard  to accompany 
them, say ing  these were to  act as 
guard ians. A c tu a lly  they  w ent 
a long to spy on. the servants move­
ments. E ver since they s ta rted  to 
w ork  there, the servants had very 
l i t t le  op p o rtu n ity  fo r  social con­
tacts w ith  the outside. They had

no freedom , bu t were ju s t lik e  
prisoners.

“ In the past, tw o  o f the fo u r  
servants were beaten by  M iss 
Kung. These were M r. Hsu and 
M r. Lee. M r. Hsu suffered beat­
ings before he came to the U.S.A., 
M r. Lee a fte r  he a rrived  here. 
Las t autum n M iss K ung lost her 
temper, grabbed M r. Lee by the 
co lla r w ith  her le f t  hand and w ith  
her r ig h t  hand s truck  h im  on the 
nose. The inside o f the nose was 
in ju red  and bled con tinua lly . . .”

I t  is w e ll known how servants 
—  fo r  th a t m atte r, the whole 
w o rk ing  popu lation —  are treated 
on Formosa by the corrup t feudal- 
m il ita ry  elements of the Chiang 
regim e. The A m erican w o rk ing  
people m ust not to le ra te  the im ­
po rta tion  o f such practices to  the 
U.S.
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Walter White and His Times -  An Appraisal

1. The Asia-Africa Conference
The eyes of the world are focused on 

the April IB conference of Asian and 
African nations in Bandung, Indonesia. 
The imperialists eye the conference with 
a thinly concealed irritation and hatred. 
Working people throughout the world look 
to Bandung with sympathy and satisfac­
tion.

I t  is only since the revolutionary up­
heavals that followed World War II that 
a conference of Asian and African na­
tions, discussing Asian, African and world 
problems, could take place. Before that, 
the Western Powers (capitalist imperial­
ism) periodically met to dispose of the 
fate of tens of millions of their colonial 
slaves.

These white imperialist conclaves would 
admit colored people only in the capacity 
of servants. Now i t  would appear the 
tables have been turned. The colored peo­
ples’ nations, representing more than half 
the population of the world, have excluded 
not only the white-supremacist imperialists

from their conference, but also the most 
notorious stooges of these imperialists — 
Chiang Kai-shek and Syngman Rhee.

Surely the world working class has 
everything to gain from such a manifesta­
tion of the new spirit of anti-imperialism 
in the old colonial world.

But the working class must also know 
the whole truth. While the Bandung con­
ference shows the vast shift in the relation 
of forces between the imperialist and the 
colonial peoples — in favor of the latter — 
it will in no sense be a conference of the 
true representatives of the workers and 
peasants of Asia and Africa.

The representatives of Asia-Africa gov­
ernments gathered at Bandung break 
down into three political types. (1) The 
outright and well-known hirelings of 
American imperialism. (2) The Stalinists, 
representing China and Vietminh. (3) The 
“ neutralists”  of the Nehru type.

What can be expected from these po­
litical forces in the struggle of the colonial 
people against world imperialism?

2. The Imperialist Stooges
I t  is expected that the delegations of 

the Philippine Islands, Pakistan, Thailand, 
Turkey, Iran, Liberia and several of the 
smaller Arab countries will act in the in­
terests of imperialism. Some of them will 
undoubtedly be briefed by U.S. State De­
partment officials on what to say, how 
to vote and what resolutions to introduce.

These are the “ representatives”  of 
countries formally independent (actually 
enslaved economically to imperialism) 
where the ruling class is so corrupt and 
parasitical that it  remains in power only 
by virtue of a steady supply of U.S. 
dollars and ammunition.

The one whose utterances will un­
doubtedly be played up most in the Amer­
ican press is Carlos P. Romulo of the 
Philippines. He is a dependable hired hand 
of whatever administration is in office in 
Washington. A few years back a leading

Philippine Senator of the now ruling 
Nacionalista Party accurately and publicly 
described Romulo as a “ tireless and elo­
quent voice of the U.S. State Department.”

Another typical pro-U.S. delegation will 
come from Turkey. I t  will be sent not by 
the workers and peasants of that unhappy 
country but by the dictator who is pres­
ently engaged in a brutal campaign against 
strikers, students and journalists whose 
hosannas to Turkish “ democracy” are not 
of the required note and volume.

Thus the only direct agents U.S. im­
perialism will have at Bandung, and it is 
not yet clear whether their tactics will be 
frontal or flanking, will be from countries 
where the desire of the masses for libera­
tion from imperialism has not yet been 
able to break out into the open or where, 
as in Iran, it has been crushed in bloody 
repressions.

“ Neutralism” is likely to be the keynote 
at the Bandung conference. And Nehru, 
representing the neutralist bloc, will play 
a big role. Nehru speaks of “ non- 
alignment,”  “ peaceful coexistence,”  etc. 
But in the clash of antagonistic class 
forces, either on the world arena or within 
a nation, neutralism is an impossible 
position. I t  is always a question of 
“ neutral in favor of which side?”

Nehru’s neutralism is clearly “ tinged” 
with a Western pro-capitalist orientation, 
as C. L. Sulzberger, N. Y. Times mouth­
piece for U.S. foreign policy, has noted 
with malicious satisfaction. He writes, 
“ Nehru fancies himself a Socialist.”  And 
he shrewdly observes, “ Internally (in 
India) he talks Left but acts Right.” 

That’s the secret of the internal and 
external policy of the Nehru type of Asian 
politician. They “ talk Left and act Right.” 

And that’s the secret of the political 
function of Nehruism. The direct stooges 
of American imperialism are worthless 
when it  comes to derailing the anti-capital­

ist revolution of the colonial people. They 
are much too discredited among the 
masses.

Nehru and his stripe have a certain 
capital with the masses. And therefore 
their usefulness to imperialism can be­
come decisive at the critical moment.

The “ cold war” in which Nehru talks of 
standing neutral, is at bottom the war of 
the capitalist powers against the anti­
capitalist Soviet bloc. It  is a war against 
the whole seething revolutionary world in 
the former colonies.

This revolutionary world is not the 
creation of the Stalinist bureaucrats, or 
of the Nehru’s. I t  is a product of the ex­
treme decay of capitalism, and the revolu­
tionary activity of the masses. Nehru is 
able to talk about India taking the capital­
ist path, and prattle about standing 
neutral between imperialism and the 
Soviet bloc, only because the Indian masses 
have not yet raised their activity to the 
point where all such pretensions will be 
shattered.

4. The Role of Stalinism
The “ neutralist”  Columbo powers have 

been obliged to invite revolutionary China 
and Vietminh to the conference. For w ith­
out them, any conference on “ sovereignty, 
racialism and colonialism”  would be mean­
ingless.

The representatives of China and Viet­
minh, just like Nehru, want to take a 
capitalist path of development for their 
countries. The Chinese Communist Party 
never wanted a break with Chiang Kai- 
shek. In agreement with the Kremlin they 
sought a coalition with Chiang.

It  was the intense and widespread in­
tervention of the revolutionary masses of 
peasantry and workers that forced the 
Chinese C.P. to break with Chiang and 
take the power. Now China is confronted 
by the pressure of imperialism which it 
must resist, or else go back to the old 
slavery. Resistance to imperialism, and 
the logic of the social revolutionary pro­
cess opened by the land revolution, de­
mands a rapid pace of industrialization.

A backward country seeking a rapid 
economic development can get it  in only 
two ways: by nationalizing the means of 
production and state planning, or by open­
ing the country to imperialist investment. 
With imperialist investment comes im­
perialist domination — something . the 
aroused revolutionary people will not toler­
ate. With nationalization and state plan­
ning the path of the socialist revolution, 
led by the working class, is opened.

In China today, as in Vietminh, all the 
arrow's of progressive social development 
point to the path of the socialist revolu­
tion. The same is true for India and all the 
countries of Asia and Africa. The dif-

By Jean Blake
The death o f W a lle r  White, on 

M arch 21 marked the close of 
an epoch in  the Negro s trugg le  
fo r  equa lity  in Am erica.

F o r a q u a rte r o f a cen tury, as 
executive secre tary o f the N a­
tiona l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancement of Colored People, he 
sym bolized th a t s trugg le , since 
the o rgan iza tion  which he ac­
tiv e ly  led was unquestionably the 
la rge s t and most au thorita fiive  
in its  f ie ld . A t  its  he igh t, the 
N A A C P  grew  to  more than h a lf 
a m illio n  dues-paying members, 
bu t its  in fluence —  th rou gh  the 
Negro press, churches, fra te rn a l 
and o th e r organ iza tions, extend­
ed to m illio ns .

W a lte r W h ite  was by no means 
the unquestioned leader o f the 
N egro people .any m ore than the 
N A A C P  was a lw ays and every­
where th rou gh ou t the coun try  
the most e ffec tive  o rgan iza tion  
fo r  th e ir  strugg les.

I t  was necessary fo r  a Negro 
labo r leadership, fo r  example, to 
organize a mass M areh-On- 
W ash ing ton m ovem ent in order 
to w in  the g rea test s ingle v ic ­
to ry  in job opportun ities  fo r  
colored w orkers  —  the w a r-tim e  
a d m in is tra tive  order fo r  F a ir  
E m ploym ent Practices. I t  took 
m il ita n t  ran k -a n d -file  local o r­
ganizations lik e  the F u tu re  O u t­
look League o f Cleveland to lead 
the “ Don’t  B uy W here You 
Can’t  W o rk ”  boyco tt and p icke t

cam paigns fo r  jobs in the T h ir ­
ties.

B u t (he o rgan iza tion  (hat 
most consis ten tly  campaigned 
and attem pted to co-ordinate on 
a na tiona l scale the many-sided 
ba ttle  against J im  Crow fo r  a l­
most a generation was the N a ­
tion a l A ssocia tion  fo r  the A d ­
va n cem e n t'o f Colored People —  
fo r the past 25 years under the 
leadership o f W a lte r W h ite .

CLO SE O F A N  EPOCH
To understand w h y  the death 

o f W a lte r W h ite  m arks the close 
o f an epoch in the N egro s tru g ­
gle, we m ust consider the p a r­
t ic u la r cha racte ris tics  o f “ the 
tim es,”  and how they f i t  in to  
the h is to ry  o f the s trugg le  as a 
whole.

In  the Reconstruction period 
fo llo w in g  the C iv il W ar, Negroes 
enjoyed a g re a te r degree o f 
equa lity  as citizens o f the 
U n ited  S lates than  a t any tim e  
before o r since.

B u t a coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  
deal between the N o rth e rn  cap­
ita l is t  class and the old Sou th­
ern p lan ta tion  owners in troduced 
a period o f reaction in  the  last 
decade o f the n ineteenth cen tury 
and the beg inn ing  o f the  tw e n ­
tie th . T h is  reaction w iped out 
the gains o f the Reconstruction 
period by fo rce  and violence. I t  
reduced Negi’oes to  second-class 
citizensh ip, replaced dem ocratic 
in s titu tio n s  w ith  segregation and

W A L T E R  W H IT E

deprived colored people o f a ll 
c iv il r ig h ts .

A  weak and disarm ed m in o r­
ity ,  Negroes were forced to  re ­
tre a t, and to  adap t themselves 
to the un favorab le  conditions in  
order to ex is t. The N egro lead­
ersh ip w h ich  expressed the p h il­
osophy o f m ak ing  the best o f a 
bad s itua tion  and accepting sec­
ond class sta tus was headed by 
Booker T . W ashington.

N A A C P  L A U N C H E D
In  1905 a group o f young Negro 

in te llec tua ls  rebelled aga ins t th is  
condition, m e t a t N ia g a ra  and 
planned a na tiona l o rgan iza tion  
to f ig h t  a ll fo rm s  o f segregation 
and d iscrim ina tion .

In  1909 - a group o f w h ite  l ib ­

era ls w ith  an A b o litio n is t h e r i­
tage, shocked by a race r io t the 
year before, organized the N a ­
tion a l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancement o f Colored People. 
The fo llo w in g  year the two 
groups merged and W . E. B. I)u 
Bois, o f the N iaga ra  movement, 
became p u b lic ity  d irec to r fo r  the 
N A A C P .

S h o rtly  a f te r  W a lte r W h ite  
was graduated fro m  A tla n ta  
U n iv e rs ity  and had begun to 
w o rk  fo r  the S tandard L ife  In ­
surance Company' in  A tla n ta , he 
w ro te to the N A A C P  in  New 
Y o rk  fo r  aid and advice. He and 
a group o f fr ien ds  wanted to 
f ig h t  a proposal o f the  school 
board to e lim ina te  seventh 
grade classes fo r  Negroes in 
o rder to  bu ild  a new w h ite  h igh 
school.

The N A A C P  was then a sm all 
bu t g ro w in g  na tiona l o rgan iza­
tion  and had won considerable 
recogn ition  fo r  its  cam paigns to 
public ize and p ro te s t lynch ings.

In  Janua ry , 1918, young W a l­
te r  W h ite  jo ined the s ta f f  o f 
the Association in  New Y o rk  
and plunged ene rge tica lly  in to  
the w o rk  o f the o rgan iza tion . A 
special ro le was cut ou t fo r  h im  
by the  fa c t th a t he was fa ir -  
skinned and blue-eyed.

T R O U B L E  SHOOTER
He was able to  serve as a 

troub le-shooter, go ing to  the 
scenes o f an ti-N e g ro  violence

w ith o u t be ing rea d ily  id e n tifie d  
as a Negro. In ve s tig a tin g , re ­
po rting , and exposing lynch ings 
and m ob iliz in g  support fo r  p ro ­
tests, he grew  in  a b ili ty  and in  
in fluence w ith  his tasks, and 
w ith  the o rgan iza tion . In 1931 
lie was prom oted from  acting  
secre tary to secre tary.

We sec, then, th a t when W a l­
te r  W h ite  came on the scene as 
a p a rtic ip a n t ir. the conscious 
N egro s trugg le , an o rgan iza tion  
was a lready in  existence —  an 
o rgan iza tion  th a t answered the 
need o f the Negro people to  re ­
sume the s trugg le  fo r  the  r ig h ts  
th a t had been taken aw ay fro m  
them.

W h ite  was young, educated, 
unencumbered, and free  to  em ­
bark on the li fe  career o f “ p ro ­
fessional a g ita to r ,”  as Southern 
w h ite  suprem acists soon labeled 
him.

When he died recen tly , a t the 
age o f 61, newspapers in every 
p a r t o f the cou n try  p rin ted  
thousands o f words about his 
achievements, h is qu a litie s  as a 
loader, h is s ign ificance  in  “ race 
re la tio ns ”  and in te rn a tio n a l re ­
la tions. A  few  w rite rs , p a rtic u ­
la r ly  in  the Negro press, 
rehashed some o f the personal 
c ritic ism  o f h im  th a t  have been 
voiced fro m  tim e  to tim e.

N ext week we sha ll discuss 
our own estim ate o f what he and 
the N A A C P  achieved, w hat they 
did not achieve, and why.

School Kids in Capitalist Jungle

ference between India and China is the 
difference in the degree of mass revolu­
tionary activity. Where the activity of the 
masses is greatest, “ neutralist” policies 
are least evident.

The Stalinists are by no means revolu­
tionary working class leaders of the pro­
gressive movement in the colonial world. 
Like Nehru, they represent a stage in the 
process of the unfolding revolution; a 
revolution that pushes further and further 
to the left with each pulsation of the mass 
revolutionary activity..This movement will 
reach its qualitative turning point with 
the emergence of the Asian and African 
working class as the leader of the social 
transformation of the colonial world in 
direct alliance with the revolutionary 
working class of the West.

Historic experience has shown that the 
Stalinists and the Nehruist social demo­
crats become the most treacherous betray­
ers of the crucial socialist stage of the 
revolution. More than once they have 
saved capitalism and permitted it  to make 
a bloody settlement with the revolution. 
For that reason it  is of great importance 
to differentiate between the great revolu­
tionary movements in Asia and Africa and 
their present leadership.

The working class of the entire world 
must support every action of the colonial 
people against imperialist oppression, no 
matter who is in the leadership at. a given 
stage. But the working class must remain 
politically independent, form its own party, 
and work for its own socialist objectives. 
For only through the world-wide socialist 
revolution can the victory of the colonial 
people be achieved.

By Joyce Cowley
Blackboard Jungle, an MGM 

movie about vocational schools 
in New Y ork  C ity , is b reaking 
a ll attendance records and ju d g ­
in g  by the crowd when I saw it ,  
at ' least h a lf  the audience is 
made up o f teen-agers. School 
au tho ritie s  have suggested tha t 
th e ir  p rinc ip a l m otive is to  get 
some po in ters on how to d isrup t 
a classroom and assault the 
teacher. Persona lly 1 believe 
they are genuine ly interested in 
a rea lis tic  approach to th e ir 
problems.

The m ovie version o f B lack­
board Jungle has a d ram atic  in ­
te n s ity  w h ich  was lack ing  in  the  
hook, by Evan H u n te r. I t  avoids 
much o f the contem pt and hos­
t i l i t y  fo r  w ork ing-c lass youth 
which was th in ly  concealed by 
the s tu f fy  m iddle-class hero o f 
the novel. T h is  is because Glenn 
Ford, who p lays the lead role, 
has w a rm th  and understand ing 
which comes th rou gh  even when 
he gets bad lines.

TO U G H  H O N E S TY
There is au then tic  excitem ent 

and a tough honesty in m any o f 
the scenes. The ch ie f weakness 
o f the f i lm  —  in ev ita b le  since 
i t  fo llow s  the hook so closely — 
is the superfic ia l cha racter of 
any answers th a t i t  a ttem p ts  to 
give. A t  th a t i t  goes a l i t t le  
fu r th e r  than the book and b r ie f ­

ly  m entions a few  o f the social 
problem s w hich b r in g  about th is  
k ind o f c ris is  in our schools.

However, there is not much 
ind ica tion  o f w hat we can do 
about it .  U nderstand ing and 
patience on the p a rt o f in d iv id ­
ual teachers is ce rta in ly  desir­
able, but i t ’s not a solution. 
There’s no reason w hy we should 
expect a teacher to  be a com bi­
na tion  o f St. George, a ju jits u  
a rt is t and a c lin ica l psychologist 
in  o>der to earn $2 an hour 
teaching E ng lish  gram m ar.

The scene where the teacher 
“ gets th ro u g h ”  to the k ids  a fte r  
they watch a movie cartoon o f 
Jack and the Beansta lk is one 
o f the least convinc ing in  the 
f ilm . (Some o f them  decide Jack 
shouldn’ t  have k ille d  the g ian t, 
who was en titled  to a fa ir  t r ia l,  
ahd th is  is  supposed to be the 
f i r s t  in d ica tion  th a t the y  are ac­
cep ting  notions o f la w  and o r­
der.)

R E A C T IO N  TO ‘JU N G L E ’
The reaction  to B lackboard 

Jungle is as in te res tin g  as the 
p ic ture its e lf. School au tho rities , 
oh the a ir  and a t pub lic  m eet­
ings, have vehem ently denied 
th a t such conditions ex is t. O r 
a t any ra te  they don’t ,  ex is t a ll 
over New Y ork . C e rta in ly  no t a ll 
the tim e.

They made these denials 
against a background o f un ­

precedented teen-age violence 
th roughou t the c ity . W hen nine 
youngsters, age 13 to 15, raided 
a h igh school, in tim ida ted  the 
teacher and beat up tw o boys 
in  the class, embarrassed o f f i ­
c ia ls  suggested th a t they got 
th e ir  in s p ira tio n  from  “ sensa­
tiona l movies and lite ra tu re ”  and 
made an obvious reference to 
B lackboard Jungle.

Reviewers were p a rtic u la r ly  
shocked by  the sta tem ent o f a 
ju ven ile  gang leader th a t i t  
wasn’t  so bad to  go to  re form  
school because i f  you have a 
record, you w on’t  g e t d ra fted . 
Incred ib le , the y  said, to  th in k  
any teen-agers were v ic ious ly  
un p a trio tic . I  checked w ith  m y 
teen-age aquaintances and was 
to ld  i t ’s qu ite  a common prac­
tice, since a conviction fo r  even 
a m in o r offense d isqua lifies  you. 
fo r  m il ita ry  service.

IS  I T  “ A D V IS A B L E ? ”
Bosley C row the r in  the New 

Y o rk  T im es, a f te r  conceding th a t 
B lackboard Jungle is p re tty  e f­
fective , takes three m ore col­
umns to wonder w hether o r no t 
i t  is advisable to make such a 
f ilm . He can’t  believe i t  re a lly  
represents a cross-section o f “ so- 
called unde rpriv ileged  you th .”  
(W h a t does he mean —  “ so c a ll­
ed” ?)

Does he th in k  i t ’s a p riv ile ge  
ito g row  up in the stuims? I f

5th Amendment Attacked 
By New California Bill

By Sue Bennett
S A N  FR A N C IS C O , A p r i l 1 — 

C a lifo rn ia  reactionaries are en­
gaged in a cam paign against 
c iv il libe rties  —  spec ifica lly  
against the r ig h ts  guaranteed by 
the U. S. C o n s titu tio n ’s F if th  
Am endm ent. B ills  now before 
the Le g is la tu re  would take away 
the live lihood o f any barber, ac­
countant, law yer, doctor, liquo r 
dealer, or any one else in over 
150 trades and professions which 
requ ire  a s ta te  license, fo r  de­
fiance o f o r nonrcooperalion w ith  
w itch -h u n tin g  com m ittees. Over 
h a lf a m illio n  C a lifo rn ians  would 
come under the b ill.

S tate Assem blym an Charles E. 
Chapel in troduced b i l l  1903, 
w h ich would suspend o r revoke 
the license o f any ho lder who re ­
fused to te s t ify  in  any leg is la ­
tive , executive o r ju d ic ia l p ro ­
ceeding, w hethe r federa l, state 
o r local, on grounds o f possible 
se if- inc rim ina tion . A no the r h i l l—  
No. 1814 —  in troduced by State 
Senator H u gh  Burns, would re ­
voke ithe license o f anyone who 
refuses to answer on “ any 
grounds whatsoever.”

S H A D E S  OF H E N R Y  V I I I
C o lum n is t Royce B r ie r  in  the 

M arch 28 San Francisco C h ron i­
cle compares the b ills  to  roya l 
abuses in  England fo u r  centuries 
ago. He says: “ The specific s ig ­
n ificance o f these b ills  is th a t 
they propose to tu rn  the C a li­
fo rn ia  licens ing  system  in to  a 
pu n itive  process s im ila r  to the 
sandbags used by E lizabe th  I 
and he r cha rm ing  papa, H e n ry  
V I I I ,  on subjects who w eren ’t  
charmed by them . The w ide r 
s ign ificance is th a t these w o rth ­
ies also sandbagged th e ir  un ­
licensed subjects, th a t is  every­
body.”

1 F o r ty - fo u r  San Francisco Bay

area physicians have launched a 
cam paign against the proposed 
leg is la tion . They seek to m ob il­
ize the support o f C a lifo rn ia 's  
16,000 doctors. A  le tte r  sent out 
by the doctors’ com m ittee de­
clared tha t both b ills  “ d iverge 
w ide ly  from  the p rinc ip les on 
which th is  coun try  was founded. 
They s ing le  out p a rticu la r 
groups o f ind iv idua ls  and o ffe r  
them the choice o f losing th e ir 
means o f live lihood o r o f re ­
nouncing th e ir  cons titu tiona l 
r ig h ts . W e m ust make our op­
position known before it  is too 
la te  . . .”

S igners o f the le tte r  included 
w e ll-know n professors fro m  the 
m edical schools o f S tan fo rd , U n i­
v e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  and U C LA .

IM P O R T A N T  V IC T O R Y
A n  encouraging background to 

the f ig h t  aga inst the tw o  w itc h ­
hu n t b ills  in  the C a lifo rn ia  le g ­
is la tu re  was a v ic to rious  f ig h t  
aga inst a s im ila r  move in  the 
C a lifo rn ia  B a r Association. A 
com m ittee o f th is  o rgan iza tion  
had recommended tftvat any la w ­
yer a va ilin g  h im se lf o f the F if th  
Am endm ent be disbarred.

La s t m onth the Board o f Gov­
ernors o f the C a lifo rn ia  B a r A s ­
sociation held hearings on the 
recom m endation in  the State 
B u ild in g  in Los Angeles. F ive  
law yers  urged adoption o f the 
c o m m i t t e e  recommendation. 
These included the com m ittee 
cha irm an, H om er D. C ro tty  and 
J. J. I rw in ,  then deputy m ayor 
o f Los Angeles, and an ex-aide 
o f V ice -P residen t N ixon . T he ir 
a rgum ents were p r in c ip a lly  th a t 
practice o f la w  was n o t a r ig h t  
o f anyone w ho had done the 
necessary s tud y ing  and passed 
the ba r exam inations bu t a 
“ p r iv ile g e ”  to  be g ranted by  the 
B a r association. Secondly, th a t 
use o f the F if th  Am endm ent by 
law yers  b ro u g h t “ shame”  on the

lega l profession and was in s u lt­
ing  to leg is la tive  bodies.

Tw enty-one law yers  spoke 
aga inst the d isbarm ent p ro ­
posal. Tw o o f  them  represented 
the A m erican  C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion. T h e ir argum ents bas ica lly  
were th a t though  a la w ye r is 
“ an o ff ic e r o f the  cou rt,”  he is 
a servant n o t o f the governm ent 
b u t o f his c lien t, no m a tte r  how 
unpopu lar th a t c lie n t m ay be. 
M oreover c lien ts  o ften  are op­
posed to  the governm ent in a 
case, and have a r ig h t  to be. 
Secondly, the r ig h t  not to  give 
s e lf- in c r im in a tin g  testim ony is 
fo r  the innocent as w e ll as the 
g u ilty . I t  is  a basic defense 
aga inst in q u is itio n  and though t 
con tro l.

NEG RO  LA W Y E R S
R a y fie ld  Lundy, a m em ber o f 

the local executive board o f the 
N a tion a l Associa tion fo r  the  
Advancem ent o f Colored People, 
pointed ou t to the Board o f Gov­
ernors th a t N egro  law yers  were 
constan tly  invo lved in  cases 
against “ police b ru ta li ty ,  d is­
c r im in a tio n  in  c iv i l service and 
education and o ther fo rm s o f 
segregation. W hen we in qu ire  
in to  these things', we are called 
Com m unist.”  M r. Lundy po inted 
out the accusation was fa lse, 
“ h u t the h is to ry  o f th e  use o f 
the label 5s n o t reassuring .”

A f te r  w e igh ing  the argum ents, 
the C a lifo rn ia  B a r ’s Board o f 
Governors decided n o t to en­
dorse the w itch -h u n tin g  proposal 
o f the com m ittee.

The de feat o f th is  measure 
before an extrem e ly conserva­
tive  tr ib u n a l should encourage 
the labo r movement., members o f 
a ll the trades and professions 
threatened by the L e g is la tu re ’s 
dep riva tion -o f-live lihood  b i l l s  
and a ll supporte rs o f o iv il r ig h ts  
to m obilize and defeat Assem bly 
B i l l  1903 and Senate B il l  1814.

i t ’s a ll tru e  he adm its  th a t the 
p ic tu re  is ju s tif ie d  and ca lls fo r  
some d rastic  social action. B u t 
bad and inso len t and have tro u ­
ble find ing  jobs. He th inks' th a t 
w ith  p e r il.”  He’s a fra id  g ra du ­
ates fro m  vocational h igh  schools 
w i l l  get a rep u ta tio n  fo r  being 
bad and insolent and have tro u b ­
le f in d in g  jobs. H e th in ks  th a t 
rep resenting  o u r teachers as 
“ s loppy and in e ffe c tu a l”  w i l l  
h u r t  th e ir  demands fo r  be tte r 
pay and young people w ill be 
discouraged fro m  en te ring  the 
teaching profession. He winds up 
w ith  the po in t made by educa­
tion a l au th o ritie s  —  hoodlums 
w il l  be encouraged to  im ita te  
the undesirable behavior o f kids 
in the f ilm .

I ’ve been checking th rough  
c lipp ings  about teen-age a c t iv i­
ties w h ich  appeared in  va rious 
m e trop o litan  newspapers in  the 
la s t th ree  o r fo u r  m onths and I 
th in k  M r. C row the r should s tick 
to  his f i r s t  idea. I t ’s tru£ t a ll 
r ig h t ,  and some d ras tic  social 
action is called fo r .

“ HORROR A R E A S ”
The D a ily  News re fe rs  to sec­

tions o f the c ity , w here the  
ju ven ile  crim e ra te  is h ighest, as 
“ h o rro r areas.”  They probably 
mean th a t th is  is  where the 
m a jo r ity  o f those h o rr ib le  k ids  
live , b u t “ h o rro r  area”  is a 
p re tty  good descrip tion o f sec­
tions c irc led in  b lack on th e ir  
map —  E ast H a rlem , B cdfo rd- 
S tuyvesant, the Low er E as t Side, 
and o the r sections where the 
slums are the d ir t ie s t and m ost 
crowded.

Here youngsters g ro w  up in  
d a ily  contact w ith  de p ra v ity  and 
violence, in  fo u l, ra t- in fe s te d  
tenem ents where f iv e  o r s ix  fa m ­
ilies  m ay be crowded in to  a s ing ­
le ra ilro a d  f la t ,  a ll us ing the 
same kitchen and ba throom  fa ­
c ilit ie s . They ge t m ost o f th e ir  
recrea tion  —  and education, too 
—  on the streets. T h e ir schools 
are g ra p h ica lly  described in 
B lackboard Jung le  as “ garbage 
pa ils ,”  w ith  teachers pa id  to s it 
on the lid .

They get k ic le d  around by 
cops as soon as they learn to 
w a lk , and have no contact w ith  
any k in d  o f a u th o r ity  which 
m ig h t insp ire  respect o r c o n fi­
dence. O ur society has created 
conditions idea lly  suited to 
breeding savagery, vio lence and 
cyn ica l hopelessness. Then apo l­
og ists fo r  the Am erican w ay of 
li fe  are pe rpe tua lly  astonished 
to learn th is  is w h a t we get.

The essentia lly  hea lthy  revo lt 
o f these youngsters against 
a u th o r ity  requires a program  
and a goal. They know bette r 
than anyone else why we should 
trans fo rm  the “ ho rro r areas”  o f 
our c ities in to  decent places fo r  
people to  live  and raise o fa m ­
ily ,  where ch ild ren w il l  f in d  ac­
ceptance, understand ing and f u l ­
f il lm e n t o f th e ir  needs. I  Believe 
they ’ l l  be w illin g  to  f ig h t  fo r 
th is  i f  they see how i t  can be 
done.

. . .T r y  to Patch 
Laborite Split

(Continued fro m  page 1)
th is  jo u rn a l. A  lead ing a rtic le  
in  la s t week’s issue declared: 
‘"The vast m a jo r ity  ( ! )  o f  Labo r 
supporters p in  th e ir  fa ith  on M r. 
A ttle e  as th e ir  leader, accept M r. 
G a itske ll as th e ir  financia l ex­
p e rt and look up to  M r. A neurin  
Bevan as th e ir  spokesman and 
in s p ire r o f th e ir  soc ia lis t fa ith .”  

W hat is required o f M r. Bevan, 
they announce, is a “ w illingness 
to  show unequivocally tha t he 
accepts the leadership o f M r. 
A ttle e  as the one man who can 
hold the contending w ings o f the 
p a rty  together.”

Bevan. in his M arch 30 s ta te ­
m ent to the N EC , p layed fo r  the 
C enter Group coalescing around 
A ttlee . ' i

“ I  ask fo r  no th ing  m ore,”  he 
w ro te , “ than the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
serve ou r p a jty  under h is lead­
ersh ip . In  do ing so, I  c la im  no 
more p riv ileges  than and accept 
a ll the ob liga tions shared by 
o ther members o f the p a r ty .”

In  m ak ing  h is  tongue-in-cheek 
statem ent, w h ich  expressed his 
apologies to  M r. A ttle e  “ fo r  
any pa in I m ay have caused 
h im ”  Bevan o f course displayed 
his o p po rtu n is t weakness and 
preoccupation w ith  com m ittee 
maneuvers —  a t the expense o f 
a p rinc ip led  po litica l s trugg le .

The outcome, however, is  un ­
sa tis fa c to ry  to  the r ig h t-w in g  
trade un ion bureaucracy. A t  the 
ve ry  least they wanted to gag 
T ribune , the B evan itc  w eekly 
paper. A nd th is  was no t achieved.

The ran k  'and file  o f the Labor 
P a rty  are fu l ly  conscious th a t 
the cris is  is on ly  shelved. The 
deep-going le f t  m ovem ent in  the 
w o rk in g  class is no t p inned to a 
p a rtic u la r tack o f Bevan b u t 
w i l l  e ith e r push him  fo rw a rd  
again o r f lo w  around h im . The 
“ u n ity  g roup ”  can have on ly  a 
f le e tin g  existence. T h is  f lim s y  
paper covering over the g u lf  be­
tween the p a r ty ’s le f t  and r ig h t  
w ings w ill be swept aside as a 
new, more tu rb u le n t cris is  h its  
the movement.
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The Negro Struggle
------------------------------ By George Lavan ------------------------------

"Good" Republicans Instead of "Bad" Democrats?
A t a recent Leadership Conference held 

by the NAACP in New York for 240 local 
officials from the Atlantic Coast states, 
Clarence Mitchell, director of the NAACP’s 
Washington Bureau, described the Demo­
crats as the “ party of pussy-footing and 
segregation.”  He said: “ So far the Demo­
crats have shown themselves to be either 
lukewarm on civil rights or promoters of 
segregation moves” and predicted that by 
195G “ the people will realize they have 
been betrayed.”

NAACP Administrator Roy Wilkins, 
who is one of the leading contender’s for 
the late Walter White’s post, asserted: 
“ We in the North have to ‘throw the 
rascals out.’ We have to throw out the bad 
Democrats and elect the good Republicans, 
whom we can work with in Congress.”

This statement shows what a political 
blind alley the leaders of the NAACP are 
in today. The “ good” Republicans for 
“ bad”  Democrats tactic that Wilkins urges 
would not change the civil rights picture. 
Moreover, the mass of. the Negro people 
will not accept it. And because the Demo­
cratic leaders know this, the threat to 
swing the Negro vote to the Republicans 
doesn’t frighten them a bit.

Incidentally, it  is interesting that the 
slogan “ throw the rascals out”  is famous 
as a humorous commentary on American 
politics. I t  doesn’t  specify whether the 
rascals are, Democrats or Republicans — 
because each in turn are the “ rascals” — 
when they get into office. Thus American 
politics has been thought by some to be an 
endless repetition of “ throwing out the 
rascals” who are in and replacing them 
with the rascals who are out.

The record of what the 83rd Congress 
— the Republican Congress that preceded 
the present Democratic one — did for 
civil rights, or rather failed to do, should 
demonstrate the fu tility  of pinning any 
hopes on the Republicans.

But, even more decisive is the fact that 
the Negro people in the North will not 
vote Republican (except perhaps in some 
local struggle where the Democratic candi­
date has been stupid enough to reveal

There are quite a few coal miners work­
ing in New Jersey today. They’re not 
digging coal but building cars and doing 
other factory work. Some of them are in 
the auto plant where I work. They come 
from Pennsylvania mostly, and they now 
live in rooming houses close to the plant. 
This is kind of tough on the ex-miners who 
are supporting a wife and a couple of kids 
hundreds of miles away in Pennsylvania.

A fter a gruelling week on the assembly 
line a lot of them drive home for the week 
end to spend a . few hours with their 
families. But with the company putting 
out more Saturday overtime, and the 
assembly line going faster all the time, 
the trips to Pennsylvania become im­
possible.

These workers didn’t  quit their coal 
mining jobs; they were laid off. They are 
among the tens of thousands of miners 
thrown out of work by the “ sickness” of 
the coal industry. They tell me there are 
towns in the coal fields where unemploy­
ment is 100%.

One fellow who told me, “ My town : 
shut down tight,”  explained how after 1 's 
unemployment insurance ran out his wile 
was able to get part time work in the 
garment industry. But it  wasn’t enough 
to feed and clothe their four kids. He 
added, like it  was an afterthought, “ I 
worked in the mines for ten years.”

Another worker asked him: “ This is a 
lot tougher than mining coal, isn’t  it? ”  He

openly racist prejudice).
The Negro people suffer from two kinds 

of oppression. First they suffer eco­
nomically and socially from white-su­
premacist color prejudice. All Negroes in 
America, regardless of class, suffer this 
oppression. I f  this were the sum total of 
the oppression against them it would be 
possible to swing the Negro vote back and 
forth from Democrats to Republicans, 
winning concessions by playing one party 
against the other. But this is not all.

The Negro people are over 90 % wage­
workers, tenant farmers, share-croppers. 
In the North most are workers and, be­
cause of Jim Crow, super-exploited work­
ers. Only a tiny thin stratum of the Negro 
people are capitalists or property-owning 
middle class.

Thus when the Northern Negro voter 
goes to the ballot box, he wants not only 
to further his civil rights but to further 
the interest of labor. This explains the 
firm  alliance between the Negro people and 
the unions. This explains the repeated 
failures since 1932 of Negro newspaper 
editors and upper-class elements in the 
Negro community to get the Negro people 
to vote Republican. Like the rest of the 
American workers, only more so, the Ne­
gro workers see the Republican Party as 
the party of Big Business, anti-unionism 
and reaction. They cannot be persuaded to 
vote Republican.

But it is fruitless to go on voting for 
the “ party of pussyfooting and segrega­
tion” — the Democrats, the NAACP lead­
ers are saying. That’s righ t! But support 
of Republicans would be equally fruitless 
and, moreover, the people will not go along 
with such a proposal. What then? Is there 
no alternative? There is. The Negro organ­
izations should start now laying the 
groundwork for a new party — inde­
pendent of the two old capitalist parties. 
A t present the Negro people could win 
many local elections with such a move­
ment. However, its great promise is that 
it would hasten and then merge with a 
similar third party movement coming out 
of the newly merged labor movement.

thought about it a minute. Then he said, 
“ No, I worked harder in the mines. What 
I mean is the work was often heavier, but 
you could get used to it. Here the work 
grabs you and won’t let go.”

Another young worker from the coal 
fields, who had been drafted into the army- 
after leaving school, got discharged and 
was married only four months. He keeps 
hoping for a breakdown on the line or 
some miracle, so he won’t have to work 
Saturday and can get down to Penn­
sylvania to see his wife.

An old-timer, with 25 years in the 
mines, explained how the mine owners had 
started strip mining in his area. Strip 
mining is done almost entirely by ma­
chinery. As a result most of the miners 
were laid off.

“ They have enough strip mining to last 
for five years,” he said, “ and my town is 
all coal. I couldn’t wait around five years 
for the mines to open again.”

All he had to say about the comparison 
between mining and assembly line work 
was, “ Man, they don’t let up on you here, 
do they?”

He got to talking about how tough 
tilings were at home. “ I t ’s not so bad for 
us old-timers. We’ve been through all this. 
But i t ’s a crime what they’re doing to 
those young kids down there. A lot of them 
are veterans. Now look what they’ve got. 
They scraped together a little money, got 
married, made a down payment on a house 
— and now they stand to lose everything.”

Notes from the News
SECR ET G O V E R N M E N T  GROWS. In the year 

ju s t  ended 41% o f House and Senate. hearings 
were closed to the public , according to  the B a l­
t im o re  Sun. T h is  was a 7% increase over the  
preceding year.

* *
01,1) S O LD IE R S  JU S T  LA T C H  ON to b ig  jobs 

in W ashington. A t  least 30 fo rm e r generals and 
adm ira ls  have won job appo intm ents fro m  E isen­
hower, according to  Labo r’s  D a ily .

i  *  i

B R E A D  FOR JO BLESS proposal by which s u r­
p lus  governm ent-owned g ra in  would be processed 
in to  f lo u r  and d is tribu te d  to  m illio ns  o f unem ­
ployed is be ing s trong ly  opposed by the D epa rt­
m ent o f A g ric u ltu re . F ive  Congressmen —  in ­
c lud ing  both Republicans and Dem ocrats —  from  
the coal-m iiving states o f Pennsylvania, K en tucky, 
V irg in ia  and Ind iana appeared before the House 
Subcom m ittee on A g r ic u ltu re  to suppo rt the p lan 
p a r tic u la r ly  fo r  the re lie f  o f coal m iners. Some 
2,700,000 persons in 36 states are now rece iv ing 
some surp lus foods. Coal states have the highest 
percentage o f the popu lation rece iv ing  th is  fo rm  
o f re lie f.

* * *
H E Y ! Y O U ! Y O U ’RE V O L U N T E E R IN G ! The

A F L  F lo r is ts  and Landscapers U n ion in San F ra n ­
cisco has protested the  use o f S ix th ' A rm y  P er­
sonnel as strikebreakers. The Presid io G o lf Club 
is located on A rm y  p ro p e rty  b u t is operated as a 
p r iv a te  enterprise. O nly o ffice rs and c iv ilia n s  are 
adm itted  to m em bership, tho ugh  in  a bu rs t of

democracy en listed men are pe rm itted  to  p lay  a t 
several designated tim es a week. The greentend- 
ers, members o f the A F L  union, s truck  fo r  a wage 
increase and a he a lth -w e lfa re  fund . The union 
learned th a t five o r s ix  enlisted men had been 
to ld  to p u t on c iv ilia n  clothes and do scabbing on 
A rm y  tim e w ith o u t any pay from  the go lfc lub .

' A S ix th  A rm y  spokesman declared the men had 
volunteered.

*  *  *

A D E A T H  T H R E A T  prevented a U.S. A rm y  
veteran o f Japanese ex trac tio n  fro m  securing a 
home fo r  h im se lf, w ife  and three sm all children. 
Saitoru I,. A ikaw a , a dentis t, had clinched a deal 
to buy a home in San Leandro, G a lif. The seller 
cancelled the sale a fte r  lie  was to ld  by rac is ts  
th a t he would he k ille d  i f  he signed the deed. 
Dr. A ikaw a  to ld  re p o rte rs : “ I ’ve been t r y in g  fo r  
three m onths to  find a home close to m y office, 
b u t the rea l es/tate agents say th a t they are 
a fra id  i f  they  sell to  an O rien ta l the y  w i l l  be 
kicked o f f  the Southern A lam eda County Real 
Estate Board.”

*  *  *

T H E  A M E R IC A N  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  U N IO N
has come ou t in  opposition to  the proposed 
U n ive rsa l M il i ta ry  T ra in in g  plan on the grounds 
tha t “ i t  would create a s p ir it  o f m ilita r is m  hostile  
to dem ocratic lib e rtie s .”  The tJM T  plan being 
considered by Congressmen would tie  a ll A m er­
ican young men to the m il i ta ry  machine fo r 
e igh t to ten year periods, in  e ithe r active or 
reserve capacity.
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Launches  C a m p a ig n  fo r  956

The opening gun fo r  A d la i E. Stevenson as 1956 Dem ocratic 
P residentia l candidate was fired in Chicago at a pa rty  d inner to 
raise funds fo r  Richard J. Daley ( le f t ) ,  nominee fo r  m ayor. 
Daley gave Stevenson (cen te r) a fa c e - to - fa c e  endorsement. 
Democrats are look ing  fo r  issues to  d is tingu ish  th e ir  p la tfo rm  
from  Eisenhower Republican program .

SWP Candidate Opposes 
Oakland Landlords’

From Detroit

A Civil Liberties Victory
An im portan t v ic to ry  has been 

won in  the figh t to preserve the 
r ig h ts  o f m in o rity  pa rties  in 
M ich igan. On M arch 31 State 
Senator G eerlings, sponsor o f a 
b ill tha t would have barred new 
and m in o rity  parties from  the 
ba llo t, reported tha t his Elec­
tions Com m ittee had removed 
Section 685 from  Senate B ill 
1011. T h is  was the section aimed 
at rem oving a ll ba llo t com peti­
tion  fo r  the tw o m a jo r parties. 
C redit fo r  the v ic to ry  belongs to 
the M ich igan CIO  Council, C it i­
zens Com m ittee A ga in s t Section 
685 o f Senate B il l 1011, A m e r i­
can C iv il L ib e rtie s  Union, So­
c ia lis t IV orkers P a rty . Mechan­
ics Educational Society o f A m e r­
ica, Young Socia list Club of 
W ayne U n ive rs ity , Socia lis t L a ­
bor P a rty  and o ther groups tha t 
m obilized sentim ent against Sec­
tion  685 a t a public hearing in 
Lansing on M arch 9.

*  *  *

F rank  Lovell, S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  candidate fo r  Super­
in tenden t o f Public Ins truc tio n , 
closed the SW P’s sp ring  election 
cam paign A p r i l 2 w ith  a 15 m in ­
ute in te rv ie w  over S t a t i o n  
W N E M -T V  in Bay C ity . C a lling  
fo r  the tra n s fe r o f a ll m il ita ry

funds . to educational uses, he 
warned tha t the educational c r i­
sis “ w ill be solved on ly when the 
labor movement breaks the chains 
ty in g  i t  to the Dem ocratic P a rty  
and fo rm s its  own p a rty , an in ­
dependent Labor P a rty , dedicated 
to a basic reconstruction o f so­
c ie ty , in c lud in g  its  educational 
in s titu tio n s .”  Love ll spoke e a rlie r 
in the week over W K Z O -T V  in 
Kalamazoo and a t a symposium 
a t W ayne U n iv e rs ity  in  D e tro it. 

* * *
Jim  Crow d isc rim in a tio n  rules 

the D e tro it public school system, 
charges the M ich igan Chronicle 
in the firs t o f a series o f artic les 
exposing an ti-N e g ro  practices. 
F ive areas o f rac ia l bias are p in ­
pointed in  the series, and a ll o f 
them “ can be traced in  every in ­
stance e ith e r to d irec t policies 
o f the Board o f Education o r to 
la x ity  in  the board’s supervis ion .”  

* *  *
Ford M o to r Co. has fired  15 

w orkers and la id  o f f  26 others 
fo r  a week fo r  w a lk in g  o f f  th e ir  
jobs M arch 23 in a p ro test 
against the com pany’s speedup 
moves a t the Monroe pa rts  p lan t. 
Both the in te rna tiona l U A W - 
CIO and Local 723 had denounced 
the w a lkou t as unauthorized.

By Dave Cardigan
O A K L A N D , A p r i l 4 —  L illia n  

Kiezel, candidate fo r  Council­
m an-a t-la rge  in  the m unicipa l 
election, is conducting a th o r­
ough and in tensive cam paign in 
a ll w o rk ing  class areas o f th is  
c ity .

Endorsed by the Socia list 
W orkers  P a r ty , M rs. K iezel has 
been assisted in  her cam paign 
by un ion ists, housewives and s tu ­
dents. Volunteers have been d is­
t r ib u t in g  program  cards and se ll­
ing  the M il ita n t  in the ne ighbor­
hoods, a t a la rge  pub lic  m arke t, 
and a t election meetings.

On A p r i l  19, the  reg istered 
voters o f Oakland w il l  go to the 
po lls and decide who should rep ­
resent them : Leste r G rant, the 
voice o f the O akland Land lords 
Association o r his on ly oppon­
ent, L i l l ia n  K iezel, the w o rk in g  
class candidate.

Those who vote fo r  L i ll ia n  
K iezel w i l l  be casting  a vote 
aga inst the d rive  o f B ig  B u s i­
ness fo r  a T h ird  W orld  W ar, 
th is  tim e  fo u g h t w ith  H-bombs 
and o the r nuclear weapons. The 
f irs t  demand raised in L i ll ia n  
K ieze l’s program  is to take the 
w a r-m ak ing  powers away from  
the b illion a ire s  and th e ir  p o lit i­
cal stooges and to  le t the people 
vote on w ar o r peace.

L il l ia n  K iezel is  a veteran 
f ig h te r  fo r  c iv il libe rties . She 
has consis ten tly  opposed a ll 
w itch -h u n tin g  th rea ts  to  the B ill 
o f R ights. She stands fo r  fu l l  
equa lity  fo r  a ll oppressed m i­
no rities , fo r  women and fo r  the 
r ig h ts  o f the you th  to fu l l  edu­
cationa l and job  opportun ities.

In  a ll economic and p o litica l 
problem s, L i ll ia n  K iezel f ig h ts  
fo r  the in te rests  o f the w o rk ing  
men and women aga ins t the cap­
ita lis ts  and the landlords. Her 
election program  declares: “ The 
w orld  c ris is  today . . . The im ­
pending A tom ic  W ar and the 
th re a t o f depression can be re ­
solved on ly when the w orkers 
take con tro l o f the fac to ries , the 
mines, the m ills  and the r a i l ­
roads.”  The p rogram  calls fo r  
“ a W orkers and Farm ers Gov­
ernm ent a t peace in a Socia list 
W o r ld !”

L i ll ia n  K iezel has succeeded in 
p resen ting  her p rogram  to a t 
least one group each day o f the 
cam paign. So fa r  in  her busy 
schedule she has spoken before 
2,100 people a t 22 d iffe re n t 
m eetings. These include local

union meetings, union councils, 
civ ic groups and churches. M rs. 
K iezel go t a fr ie n d ly  reception 
wherever she spoke, p a rtic u la r ly  
a t union m eetings. Recently she 
spoke to the Sheet M eta l W o rk ­
ers, Local 217, A 'F L ; U n ited  
E le c trica l W orkers, Local 1412, 
Independent; Tool and Die M ak­
ers, Local 1176, IA M -A F L ;  
B oile rm akers, Local 39, A F L . 
She was also in te rv iew ed by the 
P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee o f 
the A lam eda County CIO  Coun­
c il and by the le g is la tive  Com­
m ittee  o f Local 6, In te rn a tio n a l 
Longshorem en and W arehouse­
men’s Union, Independent.

In  add ition , the SW P candi­
date was in v ited  to  speak to the 
Oakland C om m unity  Council, the 
congregation o f the Independent 
C om m unity  Church, and the S tar 
B a p tis t Church. A t  the la tte r  
m eeting she addressed 700 peo­
ple.

In  her speech to the Oakland 
"branch o f the N a tiona l Associa­
tio n  fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People M rs. K iezel 
dea lt w ith  the question o f “ vote r 
apathy,”  which had aroused con­
siderable concern in  the meeting.

“ The basic reason fo r  vo te r 
apa thy,”  she said, “ is the lack 
o f people in  o ffic e  who w ill 
f ig h t  fo r  the in te rests  o f the 
w o rk ing  class. As long as the 
Republican and Dem ocratic pa r­
ties monopolize the po litica l life  
o f the coun try  m any w orkers 
and members o f m in o r ity  groups, 
p a rtic u la r ly  in  local elections,

w ill fee l th a t no th ing  w i l l  be 
solved by vo tin g . Even a lo t  
o f w orkers who vote fo r  the 
boss p a rty  candidates do so on ly  
because they can see no re a lis ­
tic  a lte rna tive .

“ When the labor movement 
breaks w ith  the cap ita lis t p a r­
ties,”  M rs. K iezel concluded, “ a 
new day w ill dawn. A new p a rty  
o f the w o rk in g  people, a Labor 
P a rty , based on the unions and 
the o rgan iza tions o f the m in o r i­
ties, w i l l  come in to  being. The 
w orkers w ill then have a rea l 
op po rtu n ity  to  f ig h t  aga inst war 
and depression.”

...S tock  Market "Probe”  a Farce
(Continued from  page 1) -

sons are not clear to Professor 
G a ilb ra ith , who expounds Ins 
theories in  the ra t if ie d  atm os­
phere o f the classrooms a t H a r­
vard, b u t when he descends to 
the concrete re a litie s  o f the 
m a rke t place, he gets a rude 
clubb ing on the head, such as 
the one adm in istered to  h im  ju s t 
recently  by Senator Capehart, 
who v ic ious ly  red-baited h im  a t 
the F u lb r ig h t inves tiga tion .

The troub le  w ith  the p ro fes­
sor’s be a u tifu l theory  is th a t 
it doesn’t  take in to  considera­
tion  the lush p ro fits  w h ich  the 
big  banks siphon o f f  on the 
speculations o f the thousands o f 
investors both b ig  and Small.

We said above th a t i f  an in ­
vestor wants to buy stock on 
m arg in , he could get c red it on 
50% before, and now on 40%. 
In  the v iew  o f the broad public, 
th is  c red it is extended b y  stock 
brokers. W hat, however, is not 
com m only known, is tha t the 
brokers borrow  the money from  
the banks. Thus, every so often, 
i f  you should happen to read 
the financia l pages, you would 
see an item  such as the fo llo w ­
ing, w h ich appeared M arch 11, 
"Loans by the 20 lead ing N Y C  
banks to brokers and dealers on 
securities climbed 77 m illio ns  
la s t week to a new h igh . T h is  
would make a to ta l ou tstand ing 
o f 1.7 b illio n  do lla rs .”

These banks, as can be seen, 
coin fabulous p ro fits  on the ba­
sis o f m aking  these loans to 
brokers, who in tu rn  lend them 
to investors. Now, i f  the  m arg in  
was raised fro m  60% to 100%, 
it  would cu t the loans by these 
banks ve ry  sha rp ly , since more 
than 50% o f stock purchases are 
bought on m arg in . Now it  so 
happens th a t among these 20 
leading banks in NYr, the in f lu ­
ence o f the House o f M organ 
predom inates over (hat o f a ll 
the others, and the House o f 
M organ gets a decided advan­
tage from  a ll the speculation 
tha t goes on on stock purchases 
on m arg in .

U nde r the im pact o f the stock 
m arke t collapse o f Jan. 4 th , 
Senator F u lb r ig h t, Chairm an o f 
the Senate B an k in g  Com m ittee, 
announced th a t an inves tiga tion

E D W A R D  T. M cCO RM ICK, 
head o f the Am erican Stock 
Exchange, took a rosy view  o f 
stock m arke t speculation a t 
recent Senate hearings.

o f the m arke t would take place. 
T h is  in ves tig a tion  was insp ired, 
organized, and buried by some 
o f the bank ing  riv a ls  o f the 
House o f M organ.

By the tim e  the inves tiga tion  
had a c tu a lly  go tten  under way, 
the stock m a rke t had ra p id ly  
recovered —  not. because o f the 
10% dosage in jected in to  it ,  bu t 
because o f the Form osa cris is , 
and the th re a t o f w a r, which a l­
ways has an in v ig o ra tin g  e ffec t 
on the stock m arket.

When the inves tiga tion  opened 
up, g re a t reliance was p u t on 
the q u a rte t o f lib e ra l democrats, 
F u lb r ig h t, Morse, Lehm an, and 
Douglas to c a rry  the ba ll, under 
the banner o f saving the coun try  
fro m  another depression. H ow ­
ever, w fien the in ves tig a tion  go t 
under way, h a lf o f the qu a rte t, 
Douglas and Morse, seemed to 
have disappeared fro m  the face 
o f the ea rth ; and the th ird  one, 
Lehm an, the rea l in s p ire r o f the 
in q u iry , seemed to  have been 
s truck  dumb —  o r to  speak in

such m um bo-jum bo as to be u t ­
te r ly  u n in te llig ib le — leaving on ly  
F u lb r ig h t to c a rry  on.

On the day CM  Pres. C urtice 
appeared as a w itness, flanked 
by a horde o f CM  executives as 
his entourage, Sen. Lehman ap­
peared to be s k u lk in g  in  the 
background uneasily, fo r  in the 
person o f the GM executives, he 
saw his bank ing  r iva ls , the M o r­
gans; a ra th e r sm all th ie f  d ra g ­
g ing  the b ig  th ie f to a hea ring  
before the m u ltitu de , where they 
would speak the language o f v i r ­
tue. F o llo w in g  them, came in ­
vestm ent bunko 's  and stock b ro ­
kers, such as E bers tad t & Co., 
Bernard Baruch, and others. And 
these were flesh o f his flesh, 
blood o f h is blood, stock m arke t 
buddies, and bankers fro m  the 
f ra te rn ity .  You can im agine Leh­
m an’s d iscom fitu re .

A t  th is  hearing, the d is tin ­
guished libe ra l quarte t d is tin ­
guished themselves above a ll by 
th e ir  u tte r  spinelessness and g u t­
lessness in the face o f the 
House o f M organ—and le t them 
go scot free. The ca llin g  o f the 
House o f M organ as a witness, 
usua lly  the h igh po int in  pre­
vious investiga tions o f W a ll 
S treet, never even happened.

A fu r th e r  w ord  should be said 
about the C hairm an o f the Com­
m ittee, ¡Senator F u lb r ig h t. Sen­
a to r F u lb r ig h t is a ll too w e ll re ­
membered a t th is  tim e  fo r  his 
stand aga inst M cC arthy  in the 
Senate, and a ll too w e ll fo rg o t­
ten fo r  his stand on the T a ft-  
H a r tlc y  b ill,  where he was one 
o f those Senators who voted to 
override T rum an ’s veto. On both 
o f these occasions, F u lb r ig h t 
was "g o in g  as the w ind blew.”

When the Jan. 4 stock m arke t 
collapse took place, F u lb r ig h t 
seemed a ll too eager to  ge t on 
w ith  the investiga tion . B u t came 
the ham m er blows and red b a it­
in g  o f Sen. H om er Capehart, the 
a rra y  o f hostile  w itnesses, and 
the. pressure o f the ca p ita lis t 
press, as w e ll as the defection 
o f his colleagues, and Senator 
F u lb r ig h t was a ll too eager to 
r in g  the cu rta in  down on the 
farce.

(F o u rth  o f a series. W atch fo r 
next in s ta llm e n t: The F ig h t For 
C ontro l o f M ontgom ery W ard .)

L IL L IA N  K IE Z E L

Our Readers 
Take the Floor

"We Hire Only 
Women Here!"
E d ito r :

A  personal fr ie n d  pa id fo r  a 
yea r’s sub tx> the M il ita n t  fo r  me, 
w h ich is how I  became acquainted 
w ith  it .  I  read such o f i t  as 
in te rests me and find th a t I  agree 
w ith  qu ite a b it  o f w h a t you peo­
ple say, bu t by no means a ll of 
it .  A nyw ay yo u r paper voices 
opinions which are hard  to  find 
elsewhere and inso fa r as you are 
fo r  the w o rk ing  man I  h e a rtily  
w ish you well.

I feel I  w an t to con tribu te  a 
t in y  b it  to you r Press Fund Cam­
paign w h ich  is w ha t the enclosed 
d o lla r is  fo r. You m ay c red it it ,  
i f  you w ill,  a g a ins t the A llen to w n  
quota.

I  find 1 cannot agree w ith  your 
paper a t all when you seek to 
make us believe th a t women ge t 
the w o rs t o f i t  on the labor 
m arke t. I ’ve been th rou gh  the 
m il l enough to know how w rong  
you are. A round here i t  is  very 
d if f ic u lt  fo r  a m an to find even 
the hum blest job While any 
woman or g ir l can ge t W'ork even 
d u rin g  the poorest o f tim es. I ’l l  
ad m it they o ften  don’t  earn .much, 
usua lly  l i t t le  o r no th ing  above the 
m in im um . I guess i t  is  th is  
w illingness and a b ility  to w o rk  
fo r  less th a t makes them so prized 
by many em ployers. About, the 
on ly tim e a man can ge t any so rt 
o f ha lf-decent job  in th is  area is 
d u rin g  w a r tim e. A t  o ther tim es 
they h ire  m ostly  women, fo r  ju s t 
about, any and every type o f w o rk  
you could im agine. One policy 
which has gained wide acceptance 
is to h ire  both the husband anti 
the w ife  of a fa m ily , pay each a 
t r i f l in g  wage, bu t both together 
manage to earn a fa ir  liv in g . The 
s ing le  breadw inner cannot hope to 
compete w ith  th is  so rt o f th in g  
and is le f t  out in the cold. M ost 
places w on’t  even go th a t fa r  
though ; th e y ’ll h ire  the w ife  
qu ick ly  enough ( fo r  75( an hour) 
b u t the he ll w ith  a man!

1 have tho ugh t fro m  tim e  to 
tim e  w h ile  look ing  a t you r paper 
o f w r i t in g  a longer le tte r  and 
te llin g  you m ore o f th is  b u t 
ra th e r doubt W hether you’d be 
much interested. I f  I ’d be able to 
send you a do lla r fo r  each tim e 
I ’ve been to ld , “ We on ly h ire  
women (o r g ir ls )  here,”  i t  would 
g ive you r Press Fund a nice 
boost. W hy doesn’t  the M il ita n t  
ever m ention th is  s itua tion  ? 
Sure ly o ther men m ust have been 
up against it ,  b u t you never see 
a n y th in g  about th is  in p r in t  an y ­
where.

T ha t's  a lo t  o f ro t anyway 
about women be ing en titled  to 
equal em ploym ent r ig h ts . Men 
don’t  ag ita te  fo r  equal r ig h ts  to 
bear ch ild ren do they ? T h is  
cou n try  is rich  enough fo r  w ives 
to stay a t home ra is in g  th e ir  
ch ild ren and thus g iv in g  us men 
a chance at jobs so we can sup­
p o rt them. I  don’t  know  w hether 
you people have ever though t o f

i t  in th is  l ig h t, b u t i f  you haven’t  
w hy no t Consider i t  a li t t le ?

K . R.
Pennsylvania

[W e are very  much in te rested , 
in the question raised by K. R. on 
women in in du s try . In  la s t week’s 
issue o f the M il ita n t  (A p r i l  4) 
George B re itm an reports  on a 
debate a t the f irs t  session o f the 
Cleveland U A W -C IO  convention 
in which views s im ila r to  K .R .’s 
were expressed on the flo o r. These 
views were sha rp ly  anwered by 
m il ita n t rank - and - file  men and 
women delegates.

The fa c t is th a t w ith  increased 
unem ploym ent, tendencies tow a rd  
d iv is ion  among w orkers  arise —  
race aga inst race, young aga inst 
old, men aga inst women. The 
cap ita lis ts  p ro fita b ly  inc ite  and 
exp lo it these div is ions. Y e t many 
w orkers, in  th e ir  b itte rness and 
fru s tra t io n , become v ic tim s  o f 
the old “ d iv ide and ru le ”  game. 
W c in v ite  readers o f the M il ita n t  
to g ive th e ir  own views and ex­
periences on th is  problem. —  Ed.J

Equating Infants 
To Insects
E d ito r:

I hope you have read the cu r­
ren t issue o f U.S. News and 
W orld  Report. I t  contains the 
m ost brazen rem arks and p ic tures 
I ever saw in  m y li fe  —  photos 
o f Japanese babies alongside o f 
photos o f mice and f ru it  flies , 
which have been subjected to  
atom ic rad ia tion . The accompany­
in g  a rtic le  ac tu a lly  compares 
e ffec ts  upon the babies w ith  those 
upon the mice and inseotis. I  
bough t a few  copies and d is tr ib u t­
ed them among m y personal 
frien ds  . . . who asked me to  
communicate th e ir  rem arks to 
you.

M y woman fr ie n d  said: “ I ’m a 
Negro woman, 60 years old, and I 
was never so mad and upset in  
my life . T hey ’ve go t a p ic tu re  o f 
a poor l i t t le  Japanese baby a long­
side o f p ic tu res o f tests o f mice 
and flie s . So th a t ’s w ha t the y  
th in k  o f the  babies o f the colored 
races o f th is  w o rld .”

A young man said: “ When 
Japanese babies are compared to  
f r u i t  flie s , its  about tim e  the 
whole colored w orld  go t wise to  
w h a t s o rt o f people are run n ing  
th ings and w h a t they are capable 
oif doing . . . its  worse than 
lyn ch in g  because crim es aga inst 
in fa n ts  are worse than crim es 
aga inst men.”

B. M.
Cambridge, Mass.

New York 
Friday Forum

"The Guaranteed A nn ua l 
W age and the U A W -C IO ”  
Speaker: H aro ld  Robins 
F ri., A p r i l 15, 8:30 P. M. 

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
Donation 25c.
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