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Dear Editor: Is There No 
Hope But to 'Dig and Pray ?

Dear E d ito r :
I ’m  in an a w fu l fix  and hope th a t you o r one 

o f you r readers can he lp me ou t o f it.
Today (M arch  li2) I  read in  the papers th a t 

C iv il Defense A d m in is tra to r Val Peterson has 
advised everybody w ha t to  do in  case o f a 
hydrogen bomb w ar. He said fo r  each o f us to  
build some kind o f underground she lter “ r ig h t  
now.”  He also said we should stock i t  w ith  food 
and w a te r to  las t “ five o r s ix  days.”

Especia lly w ith  guided m issiles th a t  can cross 
the ocean in a fe w  'm inutes, M r. Peterson said, 
“ we had a ll be tte r d ig  and p ra y .”

O f course, I don’t  w a n t m y  fa m ily  and me to 
be s it t in g  ducks fo r  an H-toomb. B u t liv in g  on the  
low er E as t J3ide o f M anhattan th is  advice to 
“ d ig  and p ra y ”  isn ’t  so sim ple to  fo llow , especially 
the f irs t  p a r t  and especially “ r ig h t  now.”

I don’t  have a p ick and Shovel to begin w ith . 
A nd i f  everybody took M r. Peterson’s advice about 
d ig g in g  h im s e lf a shelter, you w ou ldn ’t  be able 
to buy a p ick or a shove! fo r  a thousand do lla rs 
a piece, I ' l l  bet. There ’d be r io ts  in f ro n t  o f 
every fo o l supply store. I t  would 'be w o rth  a m an’s

life  i f  i t  g o t ou t th a t he had an ex tra  shovel 
and pick.

B u t th a t’s on ly the beginn ing. I f  I  w en t down 
in the basement o f our apa rtm en t b u ild in g  and 
s ta rted  to hack a hole in  the  cement f lo o r, I ’d 
have the b u ild in g  superin tendent on m y neck in 
no tim e. And maybe a squad o f  cops too. T hey ’d 
have .me up fo r  m alicious destruction  o f 'p ro p e r ty  
and bu ild ing  w ith o u t a p e rm it. A nd  m y landlovd 
could ev ic t me fo r  v io la t in g  m y lease and sue me.

Besides, I don’t  th in k  I  have the s treng th  to 
d ig  a hole in  M anhattan soil. You see i t ’s solid 
rock. I ’d have to b las t and you can guess w ha t 
th a t would do to  th is  60-year-old tenem ent I ’m in.

I've  ta lked to some o f m y neighbors and some 
o f the fe llow s  in the shop and m ost o f them say 
they ju s t don’ t  like  to th in k  about i t .  They say 
th a t i f  an H-bomb h its  New Y o rk  no th in g ’s go ing 
to  help them , no t even a prayer. I t  makes me 
sore to th in k  we’re be ing to ld  to  d ig  ou r own 
graves “ r ig h t  now.”  Is  the on ly fu tu re  le f t  to us 
to “ d ig  and p ra y ? ”

Yours sincerely.
A  Reader

Dear Reader:
"Dig and pray” is the only future the 

private profit system of American capital­
ism offers to you and all the people. I f  
so-called “ free enterprise” is allowed to 
rule much longer, an H-bomb war with all 
its ghastly consequences will be the out­
come. The capitalist themselves and their 
political agents have no other perspective. 
They can only try  to make the inevitable 
seem slightly less horrible. They give us 
a ray of hope — “ dig and pray.” But no 
one is really fooled by it. You, obviously, 
are not and, in their own-way, neither are 
your neighbors and shopmates.

The other proposition being “ studied” is 
as fantastic and farcical as the “ dig and 
pray” advice. You probably also read of the 
conference of the New York, New Jersey 
and Connecticut governors who suggest as 
an alternative to “ dig and pray,”  the 
evacuation of target cities — New York 
specifically.

Anyone who has ever been in New York 
City knows what a job it  is to get through 
ordinary everyday traffic.'The idea of try ­
ing to evacuate more than 8 million people 
from the metropolis in an hour’s time and 
shifting them more than 203 miles away 
to be safe from radioactive fallout is fan­
tasy. But you can take your pick under 
capitalism — die praying where you are 
on your knees in a grave you have dug 
yourself or die running away in a gigantic 
mob panic with people clawing and

crawling all over each other in a vain 
fligh t from atomic doom.

The capitalist propagandists sneer at us 
socialists and try  to represent us as crazy 
fantasists, dangerous conspiratorial mad­
men who should be locked up. Is there any­
thing madder, more insane than a system 
like American capitalism w’hich offers the 
“ dig and pray” and “ fligh t into nowhere” 
alternatives.

Socialism doesn’t  offer us the million- 
to-once chance of survival after an H- 
bomb hits within 200 miles of us. I t  guar­
antees an end to the threat of H-bomb war. 
I t  ends the possibility of war altogether.

Capitalism, with its struggles for con­
trol of markets, spheres of influence, 
outlets for investment of accumulated 
capital, breeds war. I t  has given us two 
world wars and dozens of colonial wars, 
including Korea and Indo-China, within 
40 years. And now it  holds the perspective 
for the world of “ dig and pray,”  atTyoli 
point out. But this need not be.

The future rests with you and the mil­
lions upon millions like you. There is a way 
out — the fight for socialism. Fight for a 
cooperative, classless, planned economy, 
without private profit. Win a future of 
peace, security and plenty. You say i t ’s a 
tough fight? Is it  any tougher than 
digging a hole in the rocky ground and 
waiting for the world to collapse on top of 
you?

No "Healthy V ita lity ”  
Seen in U.S. Economy

By A rt Preis
Despite cheery reports from the Administration, the 

American capitalist economy continues to show signs of 
instability. Unemployment is creeping up again. During

in  jobless was reported as 36,000
the la s t three m onths o f 1954,' 
th e  o ff ic ia l f ig u re s  on the jo b ­
less had fa llen  below 3,000,000. 
iBut the to ta l rose la s t m onth to 
3,383,000, according to the M arch 
9 re p o rt o f the D epartm ent o f 
Labor and Commerce. F rom  the 
1954 low  po in t in  October, the 
num ber o f unemployed increased 
642,000 by F eb ru a ry  th is  year.

I t  was on Feb. 1, 1954, th a t 
an o ff ic ia l spokesman fo r  the 
W h ite  House to ld  the Congres­
sional J o in t Com m ittee on the 
P resident’s Economic R eport th a t 
unem ploym ent “ in  the foresee­
able fu ture .”  would be stab ilized 
between 2,000,000 and 2,500,000. 
iSo fa r ,  th a t fu tu re  appears very 
dim .

The latest. J o in t Com m ittee, 
w h ich  reported on M arch 14, has 
produced three d ive rgen t reports . 
In  one, the Republicans and Dem­
ocrats a rrived  a t agreem ent th a t 
the "economy has been im p ro v ­
in g  since la te  in 1954,”  a lthough 

. the re  are “ elements o f unce rta in ­
ty .”  In  a separate supplem entary 
re p o rt, the seven Dem ocrats on 
the com m ittee cautioned that “ we 
are no t out o f the woods.”  The 
R e p u b l i c  a.n m in o r ity  claimed, 
however, th a t the economy is  ex­
h ib it in g  a “ healthy v ita l i ty . ”

E M P L O Y M E N T  DROPS
The above-cited fig u re s  on the  

rise in unem ploym ent ce rta in ly  
do not. con firm  a diagnosis o f 
“ ¡healthy v ita l i ty . ”  B ut n e ithe r 
group o f p o lit ic a l quacks on 
Capito l H i l l  has discussed one 
o f the. m ost serious sym ptom s. 
T h a t is the f ig u re  not o f the 
unemployed, b u t the employed.

The number o f those g a in fu lly  
employed fe ll in  F ebruary  to  59,- 
938,000. The January to ta l had 
been 60,150,000. Thus, the rise

d u rin g  the month, w h ile  the de­
cline in those w o rk in g  was found 
to  be 212,000. There m ig h t be 
some plausib le exp lanation  fo r  
th is  discrepancy i f  th is  f ig u re  
were not a low fo r  the whole 
period going back to M arch 1952, 
except fo r  the sing le  m onth o f 
Jan. 1954, when the num ber of 
employed fe ll b r ie f ly  to  59,753,- 
000. There has not been another 
month since M arch 1952 when 
em ploym ent d id  no t go over 
60,000,000.

D IS A P P E A R IN G  W ORKERS
La s t A u g u s t the to ta l labor 

fo rce  employed and unem­
ployed combined —  was 65,522,- 
000. La s t m onth, however, th is  
f ig u re  was down to 63,321,000 
—  a shrinkage o f 2,201,000 in 
the num ber o f people w o rk in g  
o r ava ilab le  fo r  w ork . W h a t hap­
pened to these more than two 
m illio n  people? W ere they  ju s t 
kicked around u n til they disap­
peared?. A re  they un interested 
in g e ttin g  jobs as the A dm in is ­
tra t io n  cla im s? O r is the govern­
m ent us ing th is  exp lanation  as 
an excuse to conceal the rea l ex­
ten t o f unem ploym ent?

•New w orkers have been en ter­
ing  the labor force at the ra te  
of 750,000 annually. The popula­
tion  grew  nearly  three m illio n  in 
1954 —  some 13,400,000 in the 
fiv e  years since Janua ry  1950. 
T h is  constant huge expansion o f 
the popu lation and the e n try  o f 
new w orkers  in to  the iabor force 
makes the A d m in is tra tio n ’s cla im s 
about a sh rin k in g  labo r force 
look ve ry  dubious.

In the fie ld  o f production, the 
two most im p o rta n t elements in  

(Continued on page 3)

Ouster of Bevan-- 
Right-Wing Blow 
At British Labor

By Daniel Roberts
On M arch 16, Clement A ttle e  

and o ther r ig h t-w in g  leaders o f 
the B r it is h  Labor P a rty  pushed 
th rough  the expulsion o f Aneu- 
r in  Bevan, le ft-w in g  leader, from  
the pa rty  caucus in P arliam ent. 
They fu r th e r  threa ten his expu l­
sion from  the pa rty  a ltogether.

The vote, however, was ve ry  
close — 142 to 112. And A ttlee  
fa iled  to receive a c lear m a jo r ity , 
as num erous Labo r Members o f 
P a rliam e n t abstained. W hen the 
plans to  expel Bevan were an­
nounced tw o weeks ago a storm  
o f pro test fro m  Labo r P a rty  clubs 
and union locals fro m  a ll over 
B rita in  broke over the r ig h t-w in g  
leaders. B u t they w ent ahead w ith  
th e ir  a tte m p t a t s ilencing the 
le ft-w in g  regardless.

W hat is invo lved in the con­
f l ic t?  The f ig h t  can best be un­
derstood according to the line ­
up o f forces behind A ttle e  and 
Bevan respective ly.

A ttle e  and o ther r ig h t  w ing  
Labor p o litic ian s  such as H ugh 
G aitske ll, speak fo r  the o ff ic ia l­
dom o f the B r it is h  trade-un ion 
movem ent. These o ffic ia ls  fo rm  a 
conservative bureaucracy on the 
same order as the A F L  and CIO 
o ffic ia ld om  in th is  country.

They are cap ita lis t minded and 
ru le  th e ir  respective unions dic- 
ta to r ia lly . They con tro l the B r i t ­
ish Labor P a rty  at the present 
tim e by v ir tu e  o f the bloc vote 
they cast a t p a rty  conventions 
in the name o f th e ir  unions.

W O R KER S W A N T E D  C H A N G E
These bureaucrats were swept 

in to  the governm ent in 1945 by 
the popu la r upheaval o f th a t 
year, w h ich  elected the Labor 
P a rty  by a 2 to 1 vote over the 
Tories. W hat the w o rk in g  people 
wanted was a socia lis t tra n s fo r­
m ation. They wanted to ge t rid , 
once and fo r  a ll, o f the k in d  o f 
conditions th a t led to the b itte r  

(Continued on page 3)

Justice Dept. Aims New 
Attack on Bill of Rights

Paris Paper Confiscated 
For Truth about Algeria

is aga ins t the law. (2 ) The po-(W a rfa re  continues in Ihe A u- 
rcs M ts. o f A lg e ria  between the 
French A rm y  and g u e rr illa  bands 
f ig h tin g  fo r  A lg e ria n  indepen­
dence. K r im  Belkacent, whose 
le tte r  appears below, is one o f 
t h e s e  pa rtisan  leaders. The 
French T ro ts k y is t newspaper, La 
V erite , p rin ted  his le tte r and the 
French police seized the issue. 
W e also p r in t below La V e rite ’s 
news release on the suppression 
o f its  issue o f M arch 5.— Ed.)

P A R IS , M arch 10 —  On Inarch 
8, 1955, a t  7 P.M., fo u r  inspectors 
o f the  C rim in a l B rigade barged 
in on the prem ises o f the In te r ­
n a tion a lis t Com m unist P a r t y  
(F rench  section o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l) , 46 Rue dc l ’A rb re  
Sec, Paris, 1.

The ob ject o f th is  police oper­
a tio n  was to  seize Issue No. 350 
o f “ La  V e r ite ” , cen tra l organ o f 
the PCI. Thus the  searches, in ­
te rroga tions  and in ve s tig a tin g  
commissions th a t we denounced 
in  three press releases, dated 
Dec. 16, Jan. 17 and Feb. 3, res­
pective ly , continue.

Two f la g ra n t  breaches o f law  
were com m itted d u rin g  th is  op­
era tion :

(1) The search and seizure 
took place a f te r  sundown, w h ich

licemen did not leave <any docu­
m ent, p a r tic u la r ly  the duplicate 
o f the order to  search and seize 
such as the law  fo rm a lly  p re ­
scribes.

B ut the M arch 8 ra id  goes 
much fu r th e r  than these few 
procedural ir re g u la r itie s . A ga in , 
i t  is freedom o f the press, it  is 
freedom o f opin ion, i t  is  fre e ­
dom o f in fo rm a tio n  th a t are in ­
volved.

In  e ffec t, a pa rtisan  ch ie f o f 
Aures sends to the press a le tte r  
on Jan. 21 o f th is  year addressed 
to the President o f the Council, 
the M in is te r o f the In te r io r , the 
G overnor General o f A lg e ria , the 
General P rosecutor o f A lg ie rs . 
The press says no t one word 
about th is  le tte r. The du ty  o f 
the press is to p r in t  objective 
in fo rm a tio n .

T h a t is w hy  “ La V e r ite ”  Issue 
No. 350 published the le tte r  o f 
K r im  Bclkaeem.

sjc *  $

A L e tte r  fro m  K rim  Belkacom, 
ch ie f o f the pa rtisans o f Aures 
to  the P resident o f the Republic. 
M r. P resident:

On Dec. 26 and 27, 1954, the 
French A rm y  unleashed an oper­

a tion  o f g reat scope, c a l l e d  
“ A loes.”

A ccord ing to indica tions in the 
press, 4,000 soldiers p a tro l 1,000 
s q u a r e  k ilom ete rs  (reg ion  o f 
D ra -E l-M iza n  and M irabeau.) Re­
s u lt: one o f you r soldiers was 
k illed  and a young A lg e ria n  o f 
Douar M 'K ira , disarmed, then 
cow ard ly  assassinated by these 
soldiers.

Commanded by o ffice rs , hun­
dreds o f soldiers, supported by a 
p u rsu it plane, snipe on the homes 
o f m y fa m ily  (useless dem onstra­
tion  o f s treng th  and o f zeal), 
invade the  home o f m y fa th e r, 
K r im  E l-H a d j, 80 years old. The 
la tte r, who has a lready lo s t his 
eyesight, gave 33 years o f scr- 

(C ontinucd on page 3)

NEXT WEEK
The March 28 issue of 

The Militant will contain 
special articles discussing 
the problems of the CIO 
auto workers, who will he 
holding their national con­
vention in Cleveland the 
week of March 27.

Hits Right to Confront 
Accusers; Would Fire 
For Mere "Suspicion”

By Joseph Kellei
Attorney General Brownell and his Justice Depart­

ment have filed a brief with the U.S. Supreme Court 
asserting the Administration’s right to .fire any federal 
employe as a “security risk” without giving him the 
constitutional right to confront his accuser and on mere

“suspicion” of “disloyalty.”

Chicago-Portrait 
Of an American 
Industrial City

------By Farrell Dobbs-------

The b r ie f is  the E isenhower 
A d m in is tra tio n s ’ answer to an ap­
peal before the Supreme C ourt 
by Dr. John P unne tt Peters, Sen­
io r  P rofessor o f Medicine a t Yale 
U n iv e rs ity . D r. Peters was sum ­
m a rily  dismissed fro m  w h a t is  
described as a  “ non-sensitive”  
p a rt- t im e  federa l job  because o f 
“ reasonable doub t”  as to h is

N a tiona l Secretary 
Socialist W orkers  P a rty

C H IC AG O , M arch 1 —  “ Hog 
butcher fo r  (he w orld , tool maker, 
stacker o f wheat, p laye r w ith  
ra ilroads  and the 
n a t io n ’ s fre ig h t 
hand ler; s to rm y, 
husky, b ra w ling , 
c ity  o f the b ig  
shoulders.”  Thus 
did the poet C arl 
Sandburg o n c e  
describe Chicago.

I f  a n y t h i n g ,  
th is  c ity  today 
measures up even 
m o r e  fu l ly  to 
Sandburg’s d y  -  DOBBS 
nam ic fee l o f its  
character. B ig  sectors o f  a lm ost 
a ll the basic industries  are lo ­
cated here, toge ther w ith  a vast 
complex o f d ive rs ifie d  production 
un ite . A  g ia n t in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
in g  class th a t doesn’t  know its  
own s treng th  has come in to  be­
ing. And class ba ttles  are b rew ­
ing  on a scale fa r  beyond those, 
sym bolized by the H ay m arke t 
rio ts , the P u llm an s tr ik e  and the 
1937 M em oria l D ay massacre th a t 
rocked Chicago in th e ir  tim e.

P resently  lis ted  as a favo rab le  
em ploym ent area, the c ity  p re ­
sents a surface appearance o f 
economic up tu rn . U nem ploym ent 
has dropped 17,000 fro m  the 
peak f ig u re  reached la s t Ju ly . 
The papers c a rry  long  lis ts  o f 
"he lp  wanted”  ads. C orpora tion  
p ro fits  are up and dividends on 
some stocks have been boosted 
as have the salaries o f numerous 
corpora tion  executives.

A look beneath the surface 
te lls  a d iffe re n t s to ry , however, 
about life  in  Chicago. To begin 
w ith  some 150,000 rem ained on 
unem ploym ent com pensation as 
o f Janua ry , the la te s t m onth fo r  
which o ff ic ia l f ig u re s  are a v a il­
able. M oreover, these people have 
survived a screening process ca l­
culated to hold jobless paym ents 
to a m in im um . Janua ry  fig u re s  

(Continued on page 2)

“ lo y a lty .”
In D r. Peters’ case, as in m ost 

o f the  governm ent purge cases, 
the accusation was based on F B I 
“ in fo rm a tio n ”  fro m  an un id e n ti­
fied  in fo rm a n t. Press rep o rts  in ­
dicate th a t the accuser is  Louis 
Budenz, who made $70,000 in  
seven years as a professional 
stoolpigeon aga inst alleged “ Com­
m un ists .”  Budenz q u it the Com­
m un is t P a rty  in 1945.

D E P R IV E D  O F R IG H TS
D r. Peters contends he has been 

d e p r i v e d  o f his con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts  on tw o  counts: (1 ) He was 
no t g iven the o p p o rtu n ity  to  con­
f ro n t  and cross - exam ine those 
who b ro u g h t h a rm fu l accusations 
aga inst h im , as prescribed in the 
•Sixth Am endm ent, contained in  
the B ill o f R ig h ts ; (2 ) He was 
denied the p ro tection  o f the F if th  
Am endm ent aga ins t be ing “ de­
prived  o f life , lib e r ty  o r p rope r­
ty , w ith o u t due process o f law .”

The Justice Departm ent b r ie f  
cla im s that a governm ent em­
ploye can be “ dismissed w ith o u t 
a hearing  tha t meets the proce­
du ra l requirem ents o f the F if th  
A m endm ent”  and tha t in  “ lo ya l­
ty ”  cases the dism issal “ could 
prope rly  he based not on proved 
fac t but on suspicion.”

This is so raw  and a lien  to  
e v e r y  tra d itio n a l concept o f 
A m erican jus tice  th a t even top 
Justice D epartm ent o ff ic ia ls  are 
rep o rted ly  opposed to  B ro w n e ll’s 
procedure. “ S im on E. Sobeloff, 
the S o lic ito r General, and others 
hold th a t because o f the s tigm a  
attached to those dism issed fo r  
d is lo ya lty , o r on suspicion o f i t ,  
they m ay under some c ircu m ­
stances requ ire  the app lica tion  o f 
due process.”  (N .Y . T im es, M arch  
13.) S obeloff has declined to s ign  
the D e pa rtm en t’s b r ie f o r argue 
the governm ent’s case before the 
h igh court.

The Peters case goes to the  
he a rt o f the D epartm ent o f Jus­
tice and 1FBI system o f fram eu p  
th rou gh  paid in fo rm ers . T h is  fo u l 

(Continued on page 3)

M ich. Union Heads Score Ballot-Ban Bill
D E TR O IT , M arch 10 — Labor, 

c iv il libe rties , m in o r ity  p a rty  and 
student groups la s t n ig h t staged 
a n  i m p r e s s i v e  dem onstra tion 
aga inst a le g is la tive  measure to 
remove m in o rity  parties from  the 
-Michigan ba llo t.

The occasion was a hearing  on 
Senate B il l 1011 in  the Senate 
cham ber in  Lansing. Today’s De­
t r o i t  News reported th a t “ State 
Police detectives m ixed w ith  the 
crowd o f 200, w h ich was heav ily  
sp rink led  w ith  W ayne U n iv e rs ity  
students.”

Republican-sponsored B il l 1011 
proposes over 50 changes in the 
state election code. B u t m ost o f 
the hearing was concerned w ith  a 
sing le  proposal, Section 68  5 , 
w h ich  w ould bar m in o r ity  p a r­
ties by ra is in g  the signatures 
they need to q u a lify  fo r  a place 
on the b a llo t fro m  one per cent 
to 7 V> percent o f the vote re ­
ceived by the Secretary o f State 
in  the previous election.

The sponsors o f Section 685 re ­
ceived th e ir  heaviest blow, when 

| A ugust Scholle, speaking fo r  the

M ich igan CIO Council, expressed 
h is o rgan iza tion 's  opposition.

“ In  a dem ocratic governm ent 
we should welcome neiv ideas,”  
Scholle said. “ Y'ou can’ t  have 
them i f  you destroy the  m a­
ch inery o f expression at (he 
po lls.”

Even the Senate E lection Com ­
m ittee  members listened w ith  a 
show o f respect to the v iews o f 
Charles C. Lockwood, ( l i t1 d is tin ­
guished a tto rn e y  who spoke both 
fo r  h im se lf as an ind iv idua l and 
fo r  the C itizens C o m m i t t e e  
A g a in s t Section 685 o f Senate 
B il l 1011.

Scoring Section 685 as another 
expression o f the “ drive  tow ard 
co n fo rm ity ,”  Lockwood recalled 
the con tribu tions  to p o l i t i c a l  
tho ugh t th a t have been made by 
m in o r ity  parties in th is  country . 
He warned th a t th e ir  suppres­
sion a t the po lls would mean 
eventual prepara tions fo r  the  es­
tab lishm ent o f a one-party  sys­
tem  in A m erica.

F ish in g  around fo r  a “ com­
prom ise”  between the present one 
percent requ irem ent and the pro-

posed 7 % % ,  members o f  the 
Senate Com m ittee tr ie d  to  get 
Lockwood and o the r w itnesses to 
suggest a “ reasonable”  f ig u re . 
B u t Lockwood, like  o the r oppo­
nents o f Section 685, insisted th a t 
i f  there was to be any change 
in the  requirem ent, i t  should be 
made low er than  one percent, not 
n igher.

F O R C E F U L S T A T E M EN T
F rank  Lovell, sta te  cha irm an 

o f (he Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
and candidate fo r  Superintendent 
o f Pub lic In s tru c tio n  in  the A p r i l 
4 election, also attacked Section 
685 v igorously . 11 is r e m a r k s  
s truck home w ith  such force tha t 
he was in te rrup te d  tw ice  by the 
com m ittee and not allowed to 
fin is h  h is statem ent.

Asked w h a t num ber o f s ig ­
natures he though t the law  should 
require , Love ll proposed th a t m i­
n o r ity  and new parties; bo given 
a place on the ba llo t by ho ld ing  
a convention attended h y  25 pe r­
sons. In  any case, he added, they 
should no t be required to  subm it 
m ore than 1500 signatures-, the

num ber o f people who attended 
the found ing  convention o f the 
Republican P a rty  in th is  sta te .

(See page two fo r  excerpts 
fro m  Lo ve ll’s sta tem ent.)

E ffe c tiv e  argum ents aga inst 
Section 685 were also presented 
by H a rr ie t  T a lan, cha irm an o f 
the Young S oc ia lis t C lub o f 
W ayne U n iv e rs ity , when she read 
reso lu tions aga ins t the measure 
th a t had been passed by her club 
and the Y oung Dem ocratic Club 
a t W ayne.

A C LU  S M E A R E D
Republican leg is la tors  tried  to 

redba it Dr. W a lte r Bergm an, rep­
resenting the Am erican C iv il 
ia be rties  U n ion , and George 
T ro u tt,  rep resenting  the Council 
on R ights and Reform  a t W ayne 
U n iv e rs ity . The smears came in 
the fo rm  o f questions, Bergm an 
being asked i f  the A C LU  had 
sent money to the Rosenborgs 
and T ro u tt  being asked i f  the 
CORR is a “ ce ll.”

The Dem ocratic s tate cha ir­
man, N e il Staebler, also te s tifie d  
on several sections o f B il l  1011.

Coming ou t aga ins t Section 685, 
he said, “ The Dem ocratic P a r ty  
is not. a fra id  o f com petition fro m  
the m in o r ity  pa rties .”

A  spokesman fo r  the S ocia lis t 
P a rty , W oodrow  Ing ra m , made a 
te ll in g  po in t when he attacked 
the present one percent requ ire ­
ment. show ing th a t even th is  was 
s tr in g e n t enough to have kep t h is  
p a r ty  o f f  the M ich igan  ba llo t in  
recent years.

O ther speakers aga inst Section 
685 included representatives o f 
the Mechanics E ducationa l So­
cie ty , CIO, the S oc ia lis t Labor 
P a rty  and the P roh ib ition  P a rty . 
A num ber o f o ther people fro m  
the labor movement and the C it ­
izens Com m ittee were unable to  
get tim e  to speak.

The next move is up to  Ihe 
S e n a t e  E lections Com m ittee. 
O pinion in- the crowded hearing 
chamber as the session ended la s t 
n ig h t was tha t Section 685 has 
received a severe setback, and 
th a t the Senate com m ittee m ay 
even delete i t  before re fe rr in g  
the b ill back to the Senate fo r  
a vote.
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Rockefellers Open Civif War in Bankers Struggle

'What Con We Do?'
Matthew Eichner, age 50 and his wife, Mary, age 40, 

are an all too typical example of the tragedy which 
pervades the “ sick” industries of this country. They live 
in Wilkes-Barre, Penna., the heart of the anthracite coal 
region. Matthew Eichner is, or rather was for 30 years a 
miner. Now he has been unemployed for a year, not be­
cause he isn’t a good miner, but because anthracite is a 
“ declining” industry. In plain language, capitalism no 
longer has any use for anthracite miners. Because he is 50 
years old other industries are reluctant to take him on and 
train him. They prefer “ fresh” labor power which car 
yield more profit.

Recently Mr. and Mrs. Eichner were interviewed on a 
TV program by Sylvia F. Porter, the columnist whc 
writes on economic subjects. She later included some oi 
the interview in her syndicated column of March 11.

Here are some of the replies of Matthew and Mary 
Eichner to Sylvia Porter’s questions.

Whal are they living on?
Matt: “ We’re getting $27 a week unemployment 

insurance and because I ’ve had a couple of odd jobs in 
the year, I ’ve been able to keep the insurance.”  Mary: 
“ We had our savings to help for a while but now all the 
money we saved all these years is gone.”

How do they live in a city on $27 a week?
Mary: “ We don’t live, we exist. I get bones from the 

butcher for soup, 1 bake my own bread. . . Our rent is 
$20 a month.”  Matt: “ The suit I have on Ls seven years 
old, Mary’s suit is almost as old. We only weak these 
clothes on occasions. We don’t buy clothes.”

What does the man do all day?
Matt: “ 1 get up and read the papers given to us and 

listen to the radio (which is 18 years old) and I walk the 
floor, I walk the floor. . .”  Mary: “ He drives me crazy 
being under my feet all day.”

W'hat about their social life and friends?
Matt: “ We don’t have any social life. We stay home.” 

Mary: “ We know some families where wives have been 
able to get jobs and t)ie husbands are taking over the 
housew'ork. It  hurts the men but there’s money coming- 
in. I f  I could get a job.”  (a timid glance at Matt). . . 
Matt: “ Oh, my God.”

What are they going to do?
Matt: “ What can we do? I asked my relatives in New 

Jersey if  1 could get work there but they said there aren’t 
any jobs for coal miners who are 50.”  Mary: “ I ’m so 
scared. Someone has to help us.”

LOVELL’S DECLARATION 
TO MICH. LEGISLATORS
(F ra n k  Lovell, M ich igan state cha irm an o f the Socialist W o rk ­

ers P a rty , appeared before a public hearing  in Lansing on M arch !t 
to  urge the rem oval from  Senate B ill 1C11 o f “ any and a ll changes 
in the state election law  tha t would make it  more d iff ic u lt than it 
a lready is fo r m in o rity  parties and new pa rties  to appear on the 
ba llo t in M ich igan.’’ Because he was allowed to present on ly part 
o f his s ta tem ent o ra lly , we p rin t the tex t o f the fina l part o f his 
statem ent below. —  Ed.)

*  *

1 am convinced th a t in the near 
fu tu re  the people o f th is  state 
are going- to be so dissatisfied 
w ith  the two m a jo r pa rties  th a t 
they w i l l  w ant to  fo rm  a new 
p a rty  th a t w i l l  be tte r represent 
th e ir  in te rests —  a Labor P a rty , 
u n it in g  the w orkers and fan ne rs  
and housewives and m in o rity  
grc-.rps. By m ak ing  i t  d iff ic u lt  or 

• im possib le fo r  us to ge t on the 
ba llo t today, Section 685 (o f B il l 
1011) w ill also be m aking i t  d i f ­
f ic u lt  o r im possible fo r  o ther 
groups in the fu tu re , b igger 
groups, perhaps g-roups represent­
in g  a m a jo r ity  o f the popu lation, 
to  have th e ir  own p a rty  and 
candidates on the ba llo t.

W hoever is responsible fo r  
c rea ting  such a s itua tion  w ill be 
condemned —  and ju s tly  con­
demned —  as an enemy o f demo­
c ra tic  procedure and tra d itio n .

Le t me give you one fu r th e r  
and fina l il lu s tra t io n  o f the in ­
heren t in jus tice  o f Section 685. To 
do th is  I m ust re fresh your 
m em ory about the h is to ry  o f th is  
state.

B IR T H  OF GOP
One hundred and one years 

ago, in 1854, a th ird  p a rty  was 
born in th is  state. I t  was some­
th in g  new and da ring , the m ost 
rad ica l p a rty  o f the tim e. I t  was 
called the Republican P a rty .

The Republican P a rty , one of 
the two m a jo r pa rties  today, 
began as a m in o rity  p a rty , and 
had to overcome a ll th e  d i f ­
ficu lties  and pre judices th a t have 
always faced m in o r ity  parties. 
One o f the d ifficu ltie s  was in  
g e ttin g  on the ba llo t.

The procedures were somewhat 
d iffe re n t a hundred years ago 
than they are today. The new 
Republican P a rty  go t on the 
ba llo t by ca llin g  a mass conven­
tio n  in Jackson on J u ly  6, 1854. 
F ifte en  hundred people turned 
ou t and thus the Republican 
P a rty  got on the ba llo t. Now I 
ask you to consider w h a t would 
have hanpened i f  som ething like  
yo u r proposed Section 685 had 
been on the s ta tu te  books a t th a t 
tim e.

W ould the Republican P arty  
have been able to q u a lify  fo r  the 
ba llo t under such a prov is ion — 
714% o f the vote cast fo r the 
w inn ing  candidate in the previous 
general election?

I  have studied the s ta tis tics  
closely and l  u rge you to do the 
same. You w il l  find th a t the

question would have been in 
doubt, because 714% o f the 
preceding- successful candidate's 
vote means th a t the Republican 
would have had to get more than 
tw ice as many people a t the Jack 
son convention as actua lly  di. 
appear there. In  o ther words, the 
m ig h t have made it  under Sectioi 
685 and they mig-bt not.

NO S E C TIO N  685
B u t fo r tu n a te ly  there was no 

Section 685 in those days. F o r­
tun a te ly  there were no a rb itra l ) 
res tric tions  aga inst new parties- 
F o rtuna te ly  the Republican P a rt i 
got on the  ba llo t. And i t  net o n lj 
got on the ba llo t as a new p a rty  
bu t i t  won the f irs t  election cam 
paign i t  entered, in Novemlbei 
18-54, e lecting the Governor an, 
w inn ing  con tro l o f both house, 
o f the Leg is la tu re .

T h is  v ic to ry , w h ich m ig h t no 
have taken place a t a l l i f  a Sec­
tion  685 had operated in those 
days, was so e le c tr ify in g  th a t the 
pa rty  spread to  o ther states and 
a short s ix  Years la te r elected < 
Republican president (Abraham  
L inco ln ) and became the m a jo rity  
¡>arty o f the country.

Iif a Section 685 had operated 
in those days a new p a r ty  m igb 
no t even have been attem pted, oi 
i f  a ttem pted, m ig h t not have go! 
on the ba llo t, and not g e ttin g  on 
the ba llo t m ig h t have died s t i l l ­
born. A ll o f subsequent Am erican 
h is to ry  m ig h t have been d iffe re n t.

In fac t, i f  1 may say so, m ost 
o f you members o f th is  com m ittee 
m ig h t not be s it t in g  where you 
are today —  aside from  w hether 
you o r 1 th in k  th a t would be a 
good th in g .

There fore I conclude by u rg in g  
you: I)o not freeze the po litica l 
s truc tu re  o f th is  sta le . Let the 
people choose free ly  at the po lls 
Don’t make it  harder fo r  the peo­
ple to make a free choice.

By Sam Marcy
A power s trugg le  o f unprece­

dented proportions has broken out 
w ith in  the ru ling_ factions of 
Am erican finance cap ita l. T h e  
s trugg le  is as deep as it is v iru ­
lent. and rages from  one end of 
the country to the other.

P r i n c i p a l  contenders in the 
m am m oth co n flic t are: the M o r­
gan em pire, whose power over 
Am erican in d u s try  is so great it  
is said to be beyond s ta tis tica l 
m easurem ent; the Rockefeller oil 
octopus, the richest s ingle fa m ­
ily  g roup  in A m erica ; the closely 
k n it duPont dynasty, whose p ro ­
f i t s  du ring  tw o w o rld  w ars  in 
chemicals, auto and rubber makes 
it  a close second to the Rockefe l­
le rs; and the m u lti-b illio n  do lla r 
investm ent banking and ra ilroa d  
financ ing  f irm  o f Kuhn, Loeb and 
Co.

Jus t as deeply involved bu t no t 
qu ite so d ire c tly  are the  G ian- 
n in i’s (the pow erfu l west-coast 
banking g ro u p ), the M ellons o f 
P ittsbu rgh , the H enry Ford fa m ­
ily  o f D e tro it, the so-called Texas 
group o f m illiona ires , and a score 
o r so o f lesser lig h ts  and sate l­
lites.

The m a jo r antagonism  in the 
s trugg le  is between the M organs 
and the Rockefellers. Th is is f u r ­
the r aggravated by the  fa c t th a t 
the duPonts, h ith e rto  a sa te llite  
in the M organ o rb it, have ob ­
tained such vast accum ulations 
o f w ealth , th a t they w e ll-n igh  
threaten the M organs themselves.

CAU SE OF R IF T
The cause o f the g ian t r i f t  in  

A m erica ’s ru lin g  circles is tw o ­
fold. F irs t,  is the scramble fo r  
the phenomenal w ealth  created 
by the sweat and blood o f the 
Am erican w orkers under the im ­
pact o f the Second W orld  W ar. 
Second, is the rap id tempo^ o f 
development o f Am erican produc­
tion  due not m ere ly to  the im ­
pact o f the last w a r, bu t even 
more to the prepara tions fo r  the 
next one.

The new w ealth and new tech­
nology sim p ly can’ t f i t  in to  the 
old pa tte rn  o f dom ination. They 
have th row n  eve ry th ing  out o f 
k ilte r . Old alliances between ru l­
ing  factions based on old re la tio n ­
ships o f forces are crum bling. 
C oalitions o f dynastic financ ia l 
and in d u s tria l cliques, regarded 
once as the m ainstay o f s ta b ility  
in the inner c irc le  o f the A m e r­
ican ru lin g  class, are showing 
signs o f com ing ap a rt a t . the 
seams.

In  pre - W orld  W ar I I  days, 
there was a so rt o f rough un­
derstand ing among the g ia n t r u l­
ers th a t each would not in trude  
in to  the o ther’s sphere o f dom in­
ation  except under penalty’ of 
severe reprisa ls .

Thus the M ellons were p e rm it­
ted a v ir tu a l m onopoly in  a lum ­
inum , w ith  th e ir  share o f ho ld­
ings in steel, coal and ra ilroads 
restric ted  to mere au x ilia rie s  o f 
th e ir  a lum inum  in terests. The

Rockefellers operated m a in ly  in ­
o il. The vast m erchandis ing fie ld  
in the Eastern sla tes was the 
special preserve o f the C o in  E x ­
change Bank, th rough  w hich the 
Lehman fa m ily  gathered in th e ir  
ha rvest. In Boston -the dom inant 
fa m ily  groups clustered around 
the shoe m anu fac tu ring  industry , 
w ith  u t il it ie s  and banking as sec­
ondary lines. In Cleveland the 
huge M athe r in te rests w e r e  
grouped around the steel indus­
t r y  in the Ohio area and the 
Cleveland T ru s t Co. A  rough ly  
s im ila r  arrangem ent existed in 
the re ign ing  fa m ily  groups in  
Chicago. Even the m ig h ty  M o r­
gans were confined to the pro­
vinces o f steel, coal and ra i l­
roads.

But the consequences flow ing  
from  the Second W orld  W ar have 
dealt a fa ta l blow to these a r­
rangements.

S H IF T S  IN  PO W ER
Take, fo r  instance, the M ellons, 

who s ta rted  w ith  pots and pans, 
and have now graduated to in te r­
con tinen ta l bombers. They re ­
qu ire  a much la rg e r base o f 
operations, no t to speak o f la rg e r 
p ro fits , than they had under the 
p rev iously  e x is tin g  m onopolistic 
arrangem ent.

The sensation^) rise o f Kaiseii 
A lum inum  to a position o f p rom ­
inence in -the in du s try , is merely, 
a road-block, constructed by a 
coa lition  o f banking cliques, hea#; 
ed by M organ and the F ir s t  Bos­
ton Corp. to keep the Melloná 
“ w ith in  the old lim its . ’’

O r take the duPonts —  p r io r  
to the second W orld  W ar, they; 
were m ere ly the g ia n t in chen ij 
icals, w ith  subs id iary  ho ld ings 
confined p r im a r ily  to auto and 
rubber. Today ¡I is accurate ly 
stated tha t there is no m an-made 
product which hasn’t  got some 
duPont ingred ient.

The recent m ergers in te x tile , 
which liqu ida ted the g ian t A m e r­
ican Woolen Co., fo r  decades the 
undisputed ru le r in te x tile , in to  
the sm alle r T ex tron , Inc., can 
on ly  be c le a rly  understood i f  
viewed against the background o f 
the duPonts, em erg ing in recent 
years as the lead ing m anufac­
tu re r  o f tex tiles . The d is location 
o f p lan ts and consequent unem ­
ploym ent in  New England should 
be a ttr ib u te d  to the genius o f the 
duPonts.

O r take th a t colossus o f r a i l­
road finance known as IKuhn, 
Loeb and Co.; thev have been 
q u ie tly  and su rre p titio u s ly  trans ­
fe r r in g  a goodly po rtion  o f th e ir  
assets to “ g ro w th  indus tries ”  in 
defiance o f a we ll-established 
practice o f s tick in g  to  th e ir  tim e- 
honored profession —  th a t o f 
m ilk in g  the ra ilroads. The v i r ­
tua l revo lu tion  in tra ve l from  
ra ilroad  to auto, tru c k  and plane 
is a key to th is  s ig n ifica n t s h ift  
in the s tra teg y  o f th is  pow erfu l 
o liga rchy.

The announcement las t Jan. 
20th, th a t fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  in 
h is to ry , airp lanes now c a rry  more

The la te J. P. M organ, who 
headed the pow erfu l banking 
fa m ily  tha t grew rich  on war 
deals, was involved in d ram atic  
Senate hearing's in 1934 on the 
ru le  o f big finance in Am erica. 
The M organ in te rests are en­
gaged in the b itte r  s trugg le  fo r 
con tro l o f the biggest banks in 
the country.

long - distance passengers than 
'ra ilroad  coaches, and th a t a ir ­
line  t ra f f ic  last year tota led 

hnore passenger m iles than r a i l ­
road coaches, passed w ith  l i t t le  
notice. These seem ingly prosaic 
fac ts , however, ca rry  momentous 
S ignificance. Ku'hn, Loeb and Co. 
iare fu l ly  aware o f the  m eaning 
o f the rise o f a ir  transporta tion . 
Theiir of fo rts  to cope w ith  i t  by 
s h ift in g  some o f th e ir  assets 
away fro m  ra ils , is  m eeting des­
perate resistance as an outrageous 
invasion o f the “ r ig h ts ”  o f others.

Exam ples o f th is  k ind , b u t on 
a  low er • plane, could be m u lt i­
p lied  by the  dozen. They il lu s ­
t ra te  the d r iv in g  forces genera t­
in g  the cu rre n t antagonism s w ith ­
in  the h ie ra rchy o f finance cap­
ita l.

B E H IN D  T H E  M ERG ERS
There have been more than 

10,000 m ergers since the las t 
w a r, according to an estim ate 
quoted in the W a ll S treet Journa l. 
T h is  seem ingly endless proces­
sion o f m ergers is po rtrayed  in 
the ca p ita lis t press as a smooth 
process whereby one corpora tion 
combines w ith  another to  achieve 
a common objective. The element 
o f co n flic t is a lm ost always ab­
sent in  th is  descrip tion. The press 
ra re ly , i f  ever, takes the reader 
behind the mask o f the corporate 
e n tity  to show him  the sharp 
clash fo r power between contend­
in g  groups, representing d iv e r­
gent m ate ria l in terests, and u t­
t e r l y  insatiab le  appetites fo r  
plunder and p ro fit.

O f course there has been pub­
lic ity  on occasion, such as on the 
s t r u g g l e  between Y oung and 
W h ite  fo r  the con tro l o f the New 
Y ork  C entra l, and the cu rre n t 
s trugg le  between W olfson and

A ve ry  fo r  con tro l o f M ontgom ery 
W ard. But, these are exceptions. 
Even here, on ly the sa te llites am i 
not the p rinc ip a l contenders are 
revealed.

The Am erican press, which 
more than any o ther in the w orld  
pours ou t a stream  o f abundant 
data, both true  and false, on 
po tte r s trugg les w ith in  the Soviet 
o rb it, keeps a discreet silence on 
the ga rgan tuan  power s trugg le  
a t the very  sum m its o f the ru l­
ing  o liga rchy  a t home. The re ­
cent crop o f lite ra ry  apologists 
fo r  Am erican cap ita lism  would 
have us believe tha t sweet rea­
sonableness, u n ity , and s ta b ility  
re ign  supreme. T h is  is a llegedly 
due to the new rea liza tion  by the 
o liga rchs o f th e ir  “ social re ­
spons ib ilities”  to the masses.

In  his rem arkab le w o r k ,  
“ Am erica ’s 60 F am ilies.”  F e rd i­
nand Lundberg v iv id ly  describes 
the a lm ost feudal bonds which 
un ite A m erica ’s ru lin g  fam ilies  
on the basis o f vast aggregations 
o f p roperty . N o t being a M a rx ­
is t, however, he fa ils  to  see tha t 
these enormous accum ulations, 
w h ile  they un ite  the possessing 
class as against the non-possess­
ing  class, also operate to d ivide 
the possessors among themselves. 
A nd these d iv is ions grow  in  p ro ­
portion  to the vastness o f th e ir  
holdings.

by A aron  B u rr, and the re fo re  
was hallowed by tra d itio n . P ic­
tures o f the old bank bu ild ing  
and even the p is to l w h ich  Aaron 
B u rr a lleged ly used in his duel 
w ith  A lexander H a m ilton  were 
reported to be on d isp lay  at the 
bank.

F A N T A S T IC  C Y N IC IS M  
The i-eal reason, however, fo r 

■Chase’s “ abandonm ent”  o f its  fed ­
era l cha rte r in fa v o r o f a state 
cha rte r lies in  the s h if t  fro m  
federal to state supervis ion . To 
put the $7M> b illion  banking cor­
pora tion  under the supervision of 
the banking departm ent o f the 
State o f New Y ork , is  ta n ta ­
m ount to p u ttin g  an elephant 
under supervision o f a flea . The 
cynic ism  o f the Rockefellers here 
r e a c h e s  fan ta s tic  proportions. 
T h is  can be seen by an exam in­
a tion  o f the cu rre n t budget o f 
the S ta te  o f New Y ork , w h ich 
am ounts to more than one b i l­
lion  do lla rs. A mere $33,000 is 
a llo tted  to supervision o f (he 
banking departm ent, w h ich can’ t 
possibly provide fo r  m ore than

a dozen employes —  and they 
are to supervise a hank ( in  ad­
d itio n  to many o ther banks) 
which has 17 branches in  E ng­
land, France, Germ any, Japan, 
Cuba, P uerto  Rico, Panama and 
the Canal Zone, and its  five rep­
resentative offices in Mexico. 
A rge n tin a , I ta ly , Ind ia  and Le­
banon!

In  a la ud a to ry  e d ito ria l, the 
New Y o rk  T im es re fe rred  to the 
m erger as a “ ra re  synthesis o f 
size and tra d it io n ”  (the  size o f 
the Chase N a tiona l Bank, and 
the tra d it io n  o f the Bank o f 
M anha ttan ).

To the House o f M organ , how­
ever, th is  “ rare synthesis”  rep­
resented the b iggest challenge 
i t  had received in m ore than h a lf 
a cen tury . The M organs were not 
taken by surprise. On the heels 
o f the announcement o f the Rock­
e fe lle r con tro lled  Chase m erger, 
the M organs opened a broadside 
countera ttack, which we w il l  d is­
cuss in the next a rtic le .

(F ir s t  o f a series. W atch fo r  
the next in s ta llm e n t: “ The. House 
o f M organ C ounte rattacks.” )

B A T T L E  IN  B A N K IN G
The arena o f the b iggest s tru g ­

gle  is banking, the most sensi­
tiv e  in s titu tio n  o f the ca p ita lis t 
system. T h is  is best exem plified 
in the v ir tu a l c iv i l w a r th a t is 
now ra g in g  among the bre th ren 
o f the banking fra te rn ity .  T ip - 
o f f  th a t th is  w a r was on in 
earnest, came in  the fo rm  o f an 
announcement last January  15th, 
th a t the Chase N a tiona l Bank 
would combine w ith  the Bank o f 
M anha ttan  Co., fo rm in g  the la rg ­
est bank ing  m erger in Am erican 
h is to ry . I ts  im portance in  the 
economic life  o f the country could 
scarcely be overestim ated. T h e ir 
combined assets are in excess o f 
$7>A b illio n  •—  more than the 
to ta l budgets o f h a lf the states 
in the union w ith  room to  spare 
fo r  the na tiona l budgets o f N o r­
way, Denm ark and Sweden!

In  o rder to accomplish th is  
fea t, the Rockefellers, who con­
tro l the Chase N a tion a l Bank 
com m itted a p o litica l fraud  on 
the Am erican people th a t r iv a ls  
in size the m agnitude o-f the 
assets involved!

■In the press release announc­
in g  the proposed m erger, i t  was 
stated th a t the Chase N a tion a l 
Bank would “ abandon”  its  p r iv i­
leges under its  federa l cha rte r 
in fa v o r o f the sta te cha rte r, un­
der which the Bank o f M anha t­
tan operates. No newspaper ex­
plained the real reason behind 
th is . The im pression was le ft  w ith  
the reader, th a t the reason fo r  
“ abandoning" the federa l cha rte r 
was th a t the Bank o f M anhattan 
was one o f the oldest in  the coun­
try ,  hav ing  been founded in  1799

...Chicago -  Portrait of a Giant Industrial City

The U.S. Capita l is in danger 
o f becom ing neurosis-ridden, ac­
cord ing to a re p o rt given to the 
32nd annual n ie e tin g o f the A m e r­
ican O rthopsych ia tric  Association 
by M rs. C harlo tte  A . K aufm an. 
The “ lo y a lty ”  program  is blamed 
fo r  the developm ent o f new an-
x ie ty  s tra ins . T h is  conclusion was 
based on a study o f 30 psych ia­
t r ic  cases in W ashing ton, D.C. 
The problem  threatens to become 
one o f “ na tional p ropo rtions,”  the 
specia list warned.

(Continued from  page 1)

also re p o rt 149,000 people on re ­
lie f,  an increase o f alm ost 15,- 
000 since la s t Ju ly , which shows 
th a t some have exhausted th e ir  
unem ploym ent benefits  w ith o u t 
fin d in g  a job. P a rt o f the jum p 
in the. re lie f  ro lls  is also due to 
an in flu x  o f people fro m  other 
regions who come to the c ity  
look ing  fo r  w ork.

“ S C IS S O R -B ILLS ”  W A N T E D
T ak ing  advantage o f the p re­

sence o f th is  “ labo r reserve,”  the 
em ployers are se ttin g  up s t i f f  
qu a lifica tio ns  fo r  jobs. They cu ll 
the job  applican ts fo r  those who 
are young, hea lthy, w h ite  and 
scissor-b ills. Negroes usua lly  get 
on ly the least desirable jobs and 
even then a preference is shown 
fo r  those newly a rrived  fro m  
Southern fa rm in g  regions.

Jobs are hard to f ind  in  the 
big  plants. Those h ired are some­
tim es la id o f f  before su ffic ie n t 
tim e has elapsed fo r them to 
q u a lify  fo r  the sen io rity  lis ts . 
L a te r they may be called back 
on ly to be la id o f f  again. A  cy­
c lica l pa tte rn  o f sho rt-te rm  em­
ploym ent thus develops tha t has 
the earm arks o f a corpora tion  
scheme to  weed out po ten tia l m il­
itan t«  among new employes be­
fo re  they get sen io rity  pro tec­
tion .

W ant ads fo r  in d u s tr ia l labor 
are genera lly  fo r  sm all shops 
where the applican ts are o ften  
compelled to accept wages below 
the union scale in order to  get 
h ired. O ffice  em ploym ent seems 
to be g e ttin g  t ig h te r  and paying 
less than i t  has in  the past. M any 
p a rt-tim e  jobs are advertised w ith  
a preference indicated fo r  people 
a lready w ork ing . Much o f th is  
p a rt- t im e  w ork  is in the door- 
to-door sales line. Since re g u la r 
peddlers com pla in they are doing 
badly, especially in the poorer 
neighborhoods, green hands a t 
door-to-door sales don’t f ig u re  to 
do ve ry  w e ll.

These fac ts  show th a t a la rge 
num ber of' w orkers are be ing pu t 
th rough  the w r in g e r a t the very

tim e when the area is supposed 
to be undergoing an economic up­
tu rn . Am ong the hardest h it  are 
the Negro people who appear to 
constitu te  a m a jo r ity  o f those 
subsis ting on jobless compensa­
tion  o r public re lie f. T h e ir p lig h t 
is, made even worse by the h ig h  
rents they m ust pay, o ften  on 
a w eekly basis, fo r  slum  d w e ll­
ings in  segregated areas. M ore 
and more Negroes are expressing 
the fee ling  th a t th in gs  can’t  go 
cn th is  way.

Perhaps tfte roughest tim e o f 
a ll has been had by the M exican 
people since a mass deporta tion  
d rive  was launched against them 
last September. A dragned made 
up o f hundreds o f border pa tro l 
men gathered from  a ll pa rts  o f 
the country has been com bing the 
Chicago area fo r  M exican v ic tim s 
unable to  prove they are lega lly  
in  the country. A rres ts  have gen­
e ra lly  been made w ithou t a w a r­
ran t.

Hundreds have been th ro w n  
in to  a lo f t  b u ild in g  tu rned  in to  
a ja i l  by the  use o f chicken w ire  
pa rtitio n s . Fed no th ing b u t cold 
box lunches d u rin g  th e ir  in ca r­
ceration, the y  have usua lly  been 
deported by plane in  less than a 
week. D u rin g  th a t b r ie f  tim e  
these people, so ca llously u p ro o t­
ed, had to co llect th e ir  pay checks, 
ga the r th e ir  personal belongings, 
sell th e ir  cars and other p rope r­
ty  and say th e ir  la s t farew ells.

A  closer look a t the local econ­
omic s itua tion , w h ich contains 
the danger o f the present “ labo r 
reserve”  becoming transfo rm ed 
in to  an a rm y o f unemployed, w i l l  
help to exp la in  th is  b ru ta l as­
sau lt on the M exican workers.

T H R E A T  OF D E C L IN E
The construction boom which 

ran s trong  d u rin g  the  past three 
years and drew m any outside 
w orkers in to  the area now ap­
pears to  be tape ring  o f f  in to  the 
fo rm e r seasonal pa tte rn . A lthough  
tool and die job  shops have thus 
fa r  m ainta ined fu l l  operation, 
th e ir  p roduction contracts are 
begjnriing G> run  ou t and an em, 
p loym ent decline threatens unless

they obtain new con tracts or 
some fo rm  of subsidy.

The m arke t fo r  fa rm  equip­
ment does not seem to be in  too 
good shape. In te rn a tio n a l H a r­
veste r has on hand an unusual 
inven to ry  o f several hundred new 
trac to rs  w h ich  have been placed 
on disp lay to discourage 'u n io n  
demands in  the  com ing con tract 
negotiations. In  the past year the 
previous w ork  fo rce  o f about 10,- 
000 a t the General M otors Elec­
trom o tive  works has been cu t a l­
m ost in  ha lf. Some re h ir in g  is 
now ta k in g  place there b u t the 
in tro du c tion  o f assembly l i n e  
methods fo r  the production of 
Diesel locom otives and a conse­
quent s t if fe n in g  o f the speedup 
prom ises to leave m any w orkers 
o u t in  the cold.

A u tom ation  is spreading in  the 
chem ical industry ,- c u ttin g  so 
deeply in to  em ploym ent th a t in  
some cases the combined tech­
nical, o ffice  and sales personnel 
ac tua lly  outnum bers the produc­
tion  workers.

These developments seem to be 
chang ing the th in k in g  o f some 
college people ho ld ing jobs as 
specia lists in in du s try . New  re ­
c e p tiv ity  tow ard c r it ic a l ideas is 
appearing among them. Recent 
po lls have shown fro m  one-fourth  
to  one-th ird  o f the chem ists and 
engineers fa v o rin g  the  idea o f 
co llective ba rga in ing  fo r  people 
in  th e ir  category, a s ig n if ic a n t 
departure fro m  th e ir  past d is­
dain fo r  un ion methods.

P roduction is up in  packing, 
y e t there is a decline in  the 
stable w ork  force. Because o f 
au tom ation  on ly  ten w orkers are 
now required to p ick sow bellies 
where 100 were fo rm e rly  em­
ployed. S im ila r inroads have been 
made on o ther operations th rough 
the  use o f au tom atic  devices. 
Geographic decen tra liza tion  o f  
m eat production is a t the same 
tim e  c u ttin g  in to  em ploym ent in  
the Chicago packing houses. Due 
to  au tom ation  and decen tra liza­
tio n  A rm o u r is  said to  be com­
pressing its  whole opera tion here 
in to  one-half the form er- space 
and a mass la y -o ff  o f 1,500 is ex-

pected w ith  the com pletion o f 
th is  consolidation.

F IG H T IN G  S P E E D U P
Speedup pressures are g e ttin g  

worse in a ll the b ig  industries 
of the area. Some p lan ts  are f i r ­
in g  w orkers  fo r  fa il in g  to meet 
stepped-up production q u o t a s .  
W o rke r resistance th rough  p ro ­
tes t slow-downs and sudden ep i­
demics o f sickness have in  some 
cases led to mass suspensions. 
The company could make these 
v ic ious rep risa ls  s tick  because o f 
the p a ra lyz ing  weaknesses in  the 
top leadership o f the  union move­
ment. These in to le rab le  conditions 
are s e ttin g  the stage fo r  guer­
r i l la  w a rfa re  on the production 
lines as w o rke r i n g e n u i t y  
searches o u t new means o f se lf 
defense w ith  a m in im um  ris k  o f 
v ic tim iza tion .

Propelled by a ll the m ounting  
pressures o f cap ita lism  in  decay, 
a new laye r o f vanguard elements 
are fee lin g  th e ir  w ay ou t ahead 
o f the mass in search o f an ans­
w er to the social problem s o f 
the  day. A b o u t 50 o f  these peo­
ple —  workers and students, N e­
gro  and w h ite  —  who are ju s t 
aw akening to p o litica l class con­
sciousness were among t h o s e  
present a t the m eeting I ad­
dressed in  th is  c ity .

From  the questions they asked 
and the thoughts they expressed,
I  became convinced th a t some 
among them w ill soon en ter the 
ranks o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  and lend th e ir  w e igh t to 
the  bu ild ing  o f a c lass-strugg le 
le ft w ing  in the muss movement.

$15,000 Fund Scoreboard
C ity
A I lent own
P ittsbu rgh
Seattle
Youngstown
Chicago
D e tro it
Boston
N ewark
Philadelph ia
Cleveland
M ilwaukee
Los Angeles
M inneapolis-S t. Paul
San Francisco
A kron
B u ffa lo
New Y o rk
St. Louis
Oakland
General

To ta ls  th rough M arch 15

Quota Paid Percent
$ 75 $ 88.00 117

150 155.00 104
175 176.00 100
200 200.00 100

1,600 1,472.50 92
750 680.00 90
000 507.00 84
275 220.60 80
400 317.00 79
350 190.00 76
250 177.00 71

3,000 2,055.83 68
1,200 759.00 63

800 501.00 62
125 75.00 60

1,600 925.00 58
3,200 1,74M,50 54

?f> 32.60 43
300 118.00 . 39

— 12.00 —

815,025 $10,409.83 69

PRESS FUND CAMPAIGN 
HAS A BANNER WEEK

By Constance Farr
Cam paign M anager

A banner week in our Press 
Fund Cam paign! A  to ta l o f 
$1,256.50 was sent in by our read­
ers a ll over the cou n try  who w an t 
to  see The M il ita n t  kep t go ing. 
T h is  is the la rgest am ount we 
diave received in a s ing le  week 
since the cam paign s tarted , and 
b rings us over the tw o - th ird s  
m ark on the way to our $15,000 
goal.

The b iggest leap o f any c ity  
las t week was made by Youngs­
town. A rem ittance o f $135 fro m  
ou r readers there jum ped them 
fro m  th e ir  ne x t-to -la s t s tanding 
o f the previous week to the top 
group o f fo u r  c ities th a t have 
done 100'/r o r be tte r on th e ir  
cam paign pledges. C ongra tu la ­
tions, Y oungstow n! And our ap­
precia tion fo r  what Ted has to say 
about the paper: “ The M il ita n t  
expresses the day-by-day moods 
o f the masses, c la r if ie s  the issues 
as they arise and makes these 
issues f i t  in to  th e ir  r ig h t fu l place 
in  the class s trugg le  and the 
fu tu re  o f hum an ity . The M il i ­
ta n t gives the o n ly  correct in te r ­
p re ta tion  to the happenings as 
they un fo ld . W ith  the fu r th e r  
collapse o f cap ita lism , i t  w il l 
lead the w orkers. We are pleased 
to  be able to f u l f i l l  ou r pledge 
fo r  the b u ild in g  o f ou r paper.”

W ith  on ly  th ree more weeks 
to  go, m ost c ities are m oving in to  
re a lly  h ig h  speed. L a s t week, fo r  
example, we received rem ittances 
o f $109 o r over fro m  six c ities : 
B u f f a l o ,  $100; Boston, $1,02; 
Youngstown, $125; New Y ork , 
$143; Chicago, $222; and Los A n ­

geles, $314. The la rge  con tribu ­
tion  fro m  Los Angeles, by the 
way, included a special $100 don­
ation  fro m  a devoted reader o f 
the paper.

T h is bu rs t o f speed gives us 
confidence tha t o ther c itie s  w ill 
be fo llo w in g  su it in these las t 
weeks and w ill a ll take th e ir  place ■ 
in the 100% category by the end 
o f the cam paign.

O ur P ittsb u rg h  readers, the 
f i r s t  group to go over the top, 
w i l l  be pleased to hear w h a t 
Seattle, another c ity  w ith  a 100% 
record, has to say about them . 
C lara K aye w rite s : “ H e artie s t 
congra tu la tions to our P ittsb u rg h  
fr ie n d s  fo r  being the f i r s t  to 
complete th e ir  quota —  and even 
to  surpass i t !  Such an accom­
p lishm ent m erits  the ad m ira tio n  
o f readers o f The M il ita n t every­
where. W ith  such w onderfu l ex­
amples be ing set fo r  us, th is  
fun d  d rive  should prove re m a rk ­
ably successful. . . Even thoug’h 
we are a lready a b i t  over ou r 
quota, we don’t  q u it u n til M arch  
31.”

We w a n t to express special 
thanks to a reader in A lb e rta , 
Canada, who ju s t sent in a sub­
scrip tion  renewal and, a long w ith  
it ,  a donation o f $5.50 fo r  the 
Press Fund.

Newark Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

presents a ta lk  on 
“ Youth in a Delinquent 

Society”

by Joyce Cowley
F rid a y , M arch 25 at 8:30 P. M.

at 52 M arke t S treet 
(Second FI., Corner o f Plane)

New York
Friday Forum

•
F ri., M arch 25, S P. M. 

Speaker: A r t  Sharon 
“ M atusow ’s Expose o f 

the W itch  H u n t”
•

116 U n iv e r ity  Place 
C ontribu tion  25c.

Detroit Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

•
The F B I

F riday , M atch  25, a t 8 P. M.
•

The U A W  C onvention:
A Report from  Cleveland 
F rid a y , A p r i l 1, a t 8 P. M.

•
A t 3000 Grand R iver, Rm. 207 

Donation 25c.
Free to unemployed

Seattle
Hear Farrell Dobbs 

“ W ha t’s Ahead F o r 
Am erican Labor”

•
Sat., M arch 26, 8:30 P. M. 

Polish H a ll 1714 —  18th Ave. 
•

Refreshm ents and social 
fo llo w in g  discussion 

•
D onation: 50c. 

Unem ployed free

Los Angeles 
Friday Forum

'CIO AFL Unity'
speaker:

Thomas K e rry  
F r i., M arch 25, 8:15 P. M. 

•

"Race Prejudice 
And the Supreme 
Court Decision"

speaker:
R ichard F raser

•
F ri., A p r i l 1, 8:15 P. M. 

1702 E. 4th St.



"Confidence Can Be Lost in a Day"
“ Confidence (in America’s economy) 

may take weeks, months and years of good 
conduct and demonstrated conduct to build 
up. I t  can be lost in a day,”  said Secretary 
of the Treasury George M. Humphrey in a 
statement before the Senate Banking and 
Currency Committee inquiry into the state 
of the stock market.

This is, in reality, quite a damaging ad­
mission on the fra ilty  of capitalism from 
one of its chief spokesman. For i f  con­
fidence in the American capitalist system 
is. so fragile it can be shattered in a single 
day, then the system itself invites only 
weak confidence.

We have been hearing right along how 
strong the economy is, how well balanced 
by “ built-in stabilizers.”  Now we are told 
that this economy rests on nothing more 
substantial than a psychological attitude, 
a sentiment — “ confidence” — and one 
that can be smashed in a day, at that.

Humphrey is right, of course, in saying 
that confidence in the American economy is 
so fra il a flower that it  can w ilt overnight. 
As everyone knows, there is a tremendous ■ 
sense of insecurity among the American 
people. Not all the statistics on high “ gross 
national product,”  “ national income,” etc., 
have sufficed to overcome the feeling that 
the higher the economy rides, the harder 
it  is going to fall.

But Humphrey has stood the matter on 
its head. What he calls “ confidence”  is not 
the foundation of the economy. Rather, the

economy is the basis of the “ confidence.” 
It  is because the American economy is 
fundamentally unstable that “ confidence” 
in it. cannot survive the firs t chill wind of 
rumor or the hot sun of any investigation 
into the system’s operations.

What, in truth, holds up the economy 
at all and therefore gives room for even 
one-day confidence? Humphrey knows the 
answer, although he does not care to admit 
it  now. I t  is what the Republicans charged 
to the Democrats in the last elections and 
what, is equally true for the Republicans. 
Tremendous spending for m ilitary puposes 
remains the chief prop of the economy.

Official government figures over the 
past 22 years prove conclusively that 
“ prosperity”  has coincided only with the 
periods of war preparations and war. The 
creeping unemployment that set in with 
a slight cut in m ilitary spending following 
the Korean War has demonstrated the in­
capacity of American capitalism to con­
tinue steady for even a brief time without 
increasing scores of billions being poured 
out by the government for war purposes.

I f  capitalism is so delicate and fragile 
that it  can survive even temporarily only 
on a war diet, i f  confidence in capitalism 
is so brittle that, it  cracks at a mere touch 
of adverse news, then it  is time to seek a 
sounder economic system. The anarchy 
and chaos of capitalism must be replaced 
by the scientific organization and planning 
of socialism.

T H E  M I L I T A N T •—  Page Three

Snooper Racket Becomes Bis Business

No Secret Diplomacy
Out of the political horse-trading, deal­

ing and double-dealing, jockeying and 
bluffing that goes on in Washington, D. C. 
has come a good result. The records of the 
Yalta Conference of Roosevelt, Churchill 
and Stalin are being made public. This 
was effected through a tortuous series of 
events.

Secretary of State Dulles tossed a bomb­
shell into the Democratic camp last week 
by announcing that he was sending to Con­
gress 24 “ confidential”  copies of the 
hitherto-secret documents. The angle was 
that with lots of Congressmen of both 
parties having access to the documents'-, 
certain things could be “ leaked” to the 
newspapers and no one cô uld say for sure 
who was responsible for the “ leakage.”

The items in the documents the Repub­
licans wanted to get to the public are, of 
course, damaging to the Democrats. Ac­
cording to papers in the know, like the 
New York Times, Roosevelt was guilty of 
making, or allowing to pass unchallenged, 
certain “ indiscreet”  remarks about “ at 
least two politically powerful minority 
groups in this country.”  With elections on 
the horizon, publication of such remarks 
is counted on to divert many voters’ anger 
from the Republican administration’s 
record to the hypocrisy of the Democrats.

Senator George (D-Ga.), Chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
speaking for the Democrats in Congress 
declared he would refuse to accept the 
“ confidential”  copy of the Yalta docu­
ments. Make everything public, about

Yalta, he dared Dulles, or keep it  secret 
even from Congressmen.

This gave the Republicans pause. They 
wanted to get the items damaging to the 
Democrats before the eyes of the voters 
— especially of the minority groups in­
volved. On the other hand to ppblish the 
whole Yalta record, would harm the 
reputation of U.S. imperialism not only at 
home but abroad. Senator George told 
Dulles in effect: “ I f  you insist on publish­
ing the d irt on Roosevelt, go ahead. But 
we won’t let you publish just excerpts — 
you must publish all the documents and 
thus bear the onus of putting Republican 
partisan interests above those of U.S. 
capitalism’s foreign policy.”

Churchill was against publishing the 
documents. The Kremlin was against it. 
The Democrats were against it. And the 
Republicans wanted to publish only a few 
choice tidbits about Roosevelt.

But the affa ir had gone too far. Repub­
lican machine appetites had been too 
keenly whetted with the prospect of cam­
paign material. Moreover, i t  would be both 
embarrassing and a sign of weakness for 
the White House to be out-bluffed by the 
Democrats. So the Yalta papers are being 
made public.

All of which shows that when political 
thieves fall out, honest men — in this case, 
the American people — come into their 
own. Perhaps the sight of the secret 
diplomacy of 1945 will make them rise up 
in wrath and demand to see the secret 
deals of 1955.

U.S. Policy in Indo-China
The free election is the most sacred prin­

ciple of capitalist democracy, according to 
the claims of the capitalists themselves. 
But principles, as every ideologist of 
capitalism will explain, are not made of 
steel. They can and must be bent, and even 
twisted, to the needs of the times. When 
practical political expediency, the pressure 
of circumstances, the necessity to put firs t 
things first,-intervene, “ principles”  must 
take a back seat.

Last summer in Geneva an agreement 
was signed between France and Vietminh. 
A cease fire in the civil war was agreed 
upon. But a stipulation was made that a 
general election would be held in both 
North and South Vietnam in July, 1956. 
The distant date was insisted upon by 
France, in the hope that by then sufficient 
counter-revolutionary forces would be 
mobilized for them to conduct the elec­
tions in the customary French colonial 
style.

But the struggle in Indo-China is not 
favoring counter-revolution. The North is 
consolidating a great social revolution, 
while the South is suffering from inner 
corruption, feudal decay, and imperialist 
strangulation.

That’s why, as the date for the elections 
approach, the “ free world”  imperialists 
are sweating over the problem of how they 
are going to get around the elections.

C. L. Sulzberger, chief foreign corres­
pondent for the N. Y. Times, doesn’t have 
the answer as to how the elections will be 
avoided, but he is quite sure as to why: 
“ Geneva fixed July, 1956, as the date for 
all-Vietnam elections. These really will 
never be held. The Communist North can­
not meet the standards of free balloting 
stipulated. And the non-Communist South 
cannot afford the slightest risk of defeat.

Nobody likes to talk about this. But when 
the time to‘ admit i t  arrives a grave crisis 
must inevitably develop.”

One has to peal o ff the tissue of lies and 
deliberate confusion to get at the meaning 
pf any statement by a capitalist journalist 
or diplomat.

Sulzberger says that the “ Communist 
North cannot meet the standards of free 
balloting.” This implies that the South can, 
meet these standards. Let us see.

In the same column Sulzberger says: 
“ What exists in South Vietnam is a barren 
dictatorship — barren because there is no 
effective dictator.”  He also says: “ This 
country (South Vietnam) remains largely 
parceled out in feudal strongholds.”  The 
whole structure of South Vietnam is 
crowned by the Emperor and Chief of 
Staff, Bao Dai. Sulzberger has a few words 
to say about this representative of the 
“ free world” : “ Bao Dai is an evil, venal 
man . . .  imperial abomination . . .  depraved 
symbol.”

Apparently Sulzberger feels the con­
tradiction between the reality of South 
Vietnam and the “ free world” slogans of 
the U.S. State Department: “ Bao Dai rests 
on democracy’s conscience about,as com­
fortably as the putrefying albatross tied 
around the neck of Coleridge’s Ancient 
Mariner.”  (How about the other represen­
tatives of the “ free world,”  Franco, Syng- 
man Rhee, Chiang Kai-shek, etc.?)

Thus: Sulzberger, voicing the policy of 
Big Business, proposes •'•'"-c! the elec­
tions and welch on the Geneva agreement 
in the interests of saving a regime - ' V. 
is bitterly hated by the masses of all Indo- 
China, which is admittedly a dictatorship 
of feudal landlords, governed by a corrupt, 
venal clique, and headed by a petty tyrant 
who wallows in luxury on the French 
Riviera.

By George Lavan
I t  used to be said tha t the in ­

hab itan ts o f the S c illy  Islands 
earned th e ir liv in g s  by doing each 
o ther’s laundry . I f  present trends 
continue we may be approaching 
the day when the people o f th is  
coun try  w ill be earn ing then- 
liv ing s  by spying on each o ther 
or se rv ic ing  the machines tha t do 
the spying. Such is the fa n ta s tic  
ra te  o f g row th  —  governm enta l 
and p riva te  —  o f w ire tap p in g* 
peeping by p riva te  TV , gumshoe­
ing , reading o the r’s m ail, in ­
ves tiga ting  in  general and in 
•particu lar.

SCOPE OF S P Y IN G
This a rtic le  is no t p r im a r ily  

concerned w ith  the  huge increase 
in governm enta l spying, bu t 
ra th e r w ith  the bonanza in  
p r iva te  (i.e. “ free  en terprise” ) 
spying. S u ffice  i t  to  say  about 
governm ent spy ing  th a t between 
the F B I, Congressional com m it­
tees and o th e r agencies a p o li­
tica l snooping machine has been 
erected th a t even H im m le r o f the 
Nazi Gestajpo could no t sneer at. 
One example —  and th a t n o t fro m

W ashington, where the am ount o f 
spy ing  is  fa ir ly  w e ll known —  
w il l  .indicate the scope o f th is  
spying.

Supreme C ourt Justice Douglas, 
in  h is  recent book, “ A n  A lm anac 
a f L ib e r ty ”  states: “ D u rin g  ¿1952 
there were in New Y o rk  C ity  
alone a t least 58,000 orders issued 
Which allowed w ire tap p in g  —  over 
150 a day every day in  the 
year. . . The New Y o rk  system 
has in  p ractice  been oppressive. 
I t  has been used as a means 
whereby po lice have obtained 
guarded confidences o f people and 
used the in fo rm a tio n  fo r  co rrup t 
practices. . .”

A  recent disclosure in, New 
Y o rk  C ity  makes one wonder 
w hethe r the p r iv a te  spies have 
no t exceeded the po lice in  the 
num ber o f w ire taps  per year,

A  few  weeks ago W illia m  J- 
K e a tin g  o f the A n ti-C rim e  Com­
m ission, a p r iv a te  c iv ic  o rgan iza­
tion , to ld  m embers o f the state 
le g is la tu re  about a ..p riva te  w ire ­
tap center on E. 54th in  M an­
ha ttan . He said th a t on Feb. 11 
“ a  'h igh police o ffic ia l and a 
•lesser police o ff ic ia l”  had gone

there. In  the  apa rtm en t was 
about $10,000 w o rth  o f the la test 
e lectron ic w i r e t a  p equipm ent 
operated by fo u r  people.

W hat is in te re s tin g  about the 
E. 54th St. w ire tap  center is tha t 
it  was equipped to  tap s ix  d i f ­
ferent exchanges. Each exchange 
can ca rry  as many as 10,000 d if-  
rent numbers. So tha t the tappers 
could tap  over 50,000 telephones. 
I t  is not at a ll fa r-fe tched  to 
assume tha t w ire tap  centers exist 
fo r a ll the o ther exhahges in  New 
York.

I f  the re ’s anyone in  New Y o rk  
whose telephone conversations 
you w a n t recorded —  the  fa c il i­
ties exist. The standard w ay o f 
m ak ing  arrangem ents, however, 
is to h ire  a ‘‘p r iva te  eye”  who 
knows w ith  whom to do business.

R eporte r magazine, in  its  Feb. 
10 issue, 'has an exhaustive 
descrip tion  o f the business of 
p r iv a te  snooping. I t  po in ts  ou t 
th a t the p r iva te  detective busi­
ness has become “ a fu ll- fle d g e d  
in d u s try ”  o f over 5,000 agencies 
em ploying 150,000 and ta k in g  in 
about $250 m illio n  annua lly . I t  is 
no longer a hand-to-tmouith busi-

Con f  esses to Lies

H arvey M atusow ( r ig h t )  confers w ith  h is law yer, S tan ley 
F au lkne r ( le f t ) ,  and Sen. Herm an W elke r (R .-In d .), a fte r  te ll in g  
the Senate In te rn a l S ecu rity  subcom m ittee th a t he lied in hun­
dreds o f cases in  which he linked persons to  the Com m unist P a rty .

. . .  Ouster of Bevan
(Continued fro m  page 1)

depression s u ffe r in g  o f the 1930’s 
and the “ blood, sweat and tea rs ”  
o f W orld  W ar I I .

I t  was the fa ilu re  to c a rry  
th rou gh  a socia list p rog ram  th a t 
lo s t the Labor P a r ty  the sup­
p o rt o f the  middle-classes and 
pe rm itted  the Tories to re tu rn  to  
power in  1951.

Since then the r ig h t-w in g  has 
re trea ted even fu r th e r  fro m  any 
p rogram  sm acking o f class s tru g ­
gle po litics . They show’ no desire 
to w a n t to re -na tiona lize  indus­
tr ie s  th a t the T ories  de-nation- 
alized and have p u t up no serious 
f ig h t  aga inst inroads the Tories  
have made in  the nationalized 
health  program , the  m ost popu lar 
measure o f the Labor P a r ty  gov­
ernm ent.

On the side o f fo re ig n  po licy, 
the r ig h t-w in g e rs  carried  ou t the 
policies o f B r it is h  im p e ria lism  
and aligned the coun try  w ith  
W a ll S tree t in  the cold w ar.

In  A p r i l  1951, under pressure 
from  W ashington, the A ttle e  gov 
ernm ent in troduced a huge re' 
arm am ent program . Bevan then 
resigned as M in is te r o f Labor in  
pro test over the burden o f ta xa ­
tion  and in f la t io n  the  rea rm a­
m ent program  would impose on 
the B r it is h  w o rk in g  people. He 
also denounced i t  as a s ign  th a t 
the B r it is h  governm ent was serv­
in g  W a ll S tree t’s w ar p rogram  
ra th e r than  the needs o f the  E ng ­
lish  people.

In  the m ost recent dispute, be­
tween the r ig h t-w in g  leaders and 
Bevan, tw o weeks ago over fo r ­
eign po licy, the A ttle e  group in 
e ffec t supported C h u rc h ill’s p ro ­
gram  fo r  the B r it is h  governm ent 
to bu ild  the hydrogen bomb. As 
the C h ris tian  Science M o n ito r said 
on M arch 3, A ttle e ’s speech in  
the House o f Commons “ came 
near to g iv in g  B r ita in  a b ip a r­
tisan  defense po licy .”

B E V A N ’S B A S E
The Bevanite  leaders base them ­

selves on the active  membership 
o f the Labo r P a rty . T h is  includes 
over a  m illio n  members o f the 
local constituency clubs. These 
jo ined as in d iv id u a l ra th e r  than 
be longing to  the  p a r ty  m ere ly  be­
cause the y  are members o f un ­
ions o r cooperative associations.

The w orkers who belong to  the 
constituency clubs fo rm  the m ost 
p o lit ic a lly  conscious section o f 
the p a r ty  m em bership. They also 
do the J im m y  H ig g in s  w o rk  fo r  
the p a r ty  in  and ou t o f election 
tim e. They w a n t the p a rty  to be 
an in s tru m en t o f soc ia lis t change. 
They oppose the w a r plans of 
the U.S. governm ent and B r it is h  
im p e ria lism  and sym path ize w ith  
the  co lon ia l revo lu tion .

In  the unions, the w orkers who 
support Bevan f ig h t  bureaucratic 
con tro l, no tab ly  among the dock 
w orkers. Last, Novem ber key lo ­
cals o f the w a te rfron t, w orkers 
trans fe rre d  th e ir  alleg iance from  
the T ransport and General W o rk ­
ers U n ion, headed by A r t h u r  
Deakin, a r ig h t-w in g  leader, to 
the dem ocratic and m ilita n t N a ­
tio n a l A m algam ated Stevedores 
and Dockers U nion.

I t  was because they supported 
the  docktvorkers’ s tr ik e  and de­
nounced D eakin ’s s tr ikeb rea k ing  
po lic ies, th a t  three ed ito rs o f 
T ribune , o f f ic ia l Bevanite week­
ly , were thre’atened w ith  d isc i­
p lin a ry  action by the Labo r P a r­
ty ’s N a tion a l E xecu tive  Board 
unless they recanted. The Bevan­
ite  ed ito rs  refused to  do so.

A  F U N D A M E N T A L  C O N F L IC T
W h a t is shaping up is a fu n ­

dam ental c o n flic t between the 
Labo r P a r ty  bureaucracy head­
in g  fu r th e r  tow ards the  r ig h t  and 
pi m em bership th a t seeks to  tu rn  
the p a r ty  tow ards a soc ia lis t p ro ­
gram .

Several m onths ago A t t l e e ,  
G a itske ll Deakin and o ther r ig h t  
w in g  leaders opened a determ ined 
cam paign to beat the m em bership 
in to  line. They began by ou tlaw ­
in g  the w eekly paper, S oc ia lis t 
O utlook, la s t Ju ly . They then 
threatened d isc ip lin a ry  measures 
aga inst the ed ito rs o f T ribune, 
F in a lly , the y  were emboldened to 
the p o in t o f ta k in g  action aga inst 
Bevan, h im se lf.

So determ ined a re  they to  crush 
the socia list, w o rk in g  class w in g  
o f the p a r ty  th a t the y  are even 
w ill in g  to  r is k  a s p lit  p r io r  to  
(B rita in ’s na tiona l elections, which 
w il l  p robab ly be held in October, 
1955, and thus jeopardize pros­
pects o f a Labo r P a r ty  v ic to ry .

However, in  the course o f the 
s trugg le  against the A ttle e  forces, 
the le ft-w in g  w orkers  are sure 
to  c la r ify  th e ir  program  fu r th e r  
and to c rys ta llize  a pow erfu l fac ­
tion  on the basis o f socia list 
ideas. A nd  th is  w ill m ark a b ig  
step fo rw a rd  in the fina l e lim in a ­
tion  o f cap ita lis t ru le  in  England 
and its  replacem ent w ith  a gov­
ernm ent o f the w o rk ing  people.

...U .S . Economy 
Seen Unstable

(Continued fro m  page 1)
sus ta in ing  the  economy a t the 
present level have been autom o­
b ile  ou tpu t and housing construc­
tion . W ill they  continue a t th e ir  
present ra te?

The auto in du s try  is producing 
at a fan ta s tic  ra te  in  te rm s o f 
ava ilab le  m arke t. D u rin g  the 
past weeks i t  has been tu rn in g  
ou t passenger cars at a ra te  o f 
9,000,000 per year. T h is  compares 
w ith  to ta l actual car production 
last year o f 5,509,550 and o f 6,- 
665,863 in the peak year o f 1950. 
It. is  obvious tha t the auto cor­
porations are b u ild in g  up a huge 
inven to ry  o f unsold cars.

M o r e o v e r ,  no a u th o rita tiv e  
source an tic ipa tes any b ig  rise 
in the auto m arke t. In  fa c t, the 
Federal Reserve Board in  its  
consumer survey issued on M arch 
13 disclosed th a t a sm a lle r pe r­
centage o f consumers tha n  las t 
yea r plan to buy new autos th is  
year.

A  g rea t deal has been made o f 
the construction boom, b u t there 
is some concern about th is  in 
housing finance circles. George 
C line S m ith , econom ist o f F .W . 
Dodge C orpora tion , construction 
news publisher, said a t the re ­
cent annual savings and m o rt­
gage conference o f the Am erican 
Bankers Association th a t in  term s 
o f constant do lla rs  p r iva te  con­
s truc tion  per cap ita  now is on ly 
th ree -quarte rs  as g re a t as the 
1926 peak. O n ly  7%, o f the gross 
na tiona l product is provided by 
p riva te  construction , compared to 
13% in  the Twenties.

The cou n try ’s b iggest s ingle 
in d u s try  —  a g ricu ltu re  —  is ta k ­
in g  a beating, according to  the 
M arch 12 rep o rt o f the House 
A g r ic u ltu re  Com m ittee. It. states 
th a t the “ great blow to  the fa rm  
economy is yet ahead.” .The fa rm ­
ers’ s itua tion  is summed up in 
one key fa c t: net fa rm  income 
in  1954 was 28% below 1947 and 
10% below 1953. “ F u rth e r de­
clines are in  prospect fo r  1955 
and 1956.”

In  th e ir  separate re p o rt, the 
.Democrats c la im  th a t “ the econ­
omy is im p ro v in g ”  because o f the 
“ s tab ilize rs  b u ilt  in to  the econ­
o m y ”  unSer th e ir  rule. B u t the 
o n ly  rea l “ s ta b iliz e r”  U.S. cap i­
ta lism  has today, as in  1941 and 
1950, is m assive governm ent w a r 
spending. I t  is notable th a t one 
o f the ch ie f com pla in ts o f the 
•Democrats is th a t the Eisenhower 
reg im e has “ weakened defense”  
by c u tt in g  down s lig h tly  on the 
m il ita ry  budget, a lthough i t  is 
s t i l l  a t a near-Korean W ar level.

ness e x is ting  la rg e ly  on g e ttin g  
o r m a n u fa c tu rin g  “ evidence”  fo r  
divorces. A bou t 60% o f the cases 
handled are “ com m ercia l,”  says 
Reporter.

LA B O R  S P Y IN G
M any o f these “ com m ercia l”  

cases are p u re ly  cotmimereia'I spy­
ing. Thus, fo r  example, five  o f 
the New Y o rk  w ire taps  —  ob­
v ious ly  by a com pe tito r —  were 
on the phones o f executives o f 
the E. R. Squibb pharm aceutica l 
company. B u t m any o f these 
“ com m ercia l”  cases are re a lly  
la bo r o r p o lit ic a l spy ing . Thus 
A lfre d  Touhy, ch ie f o f investiga - 
tions fo r  Republic A v ia tio n , re ­
vealed recen tly  th a t he bad fired 
250 w orkers w ith in  a yea r fo r  
secu rity  reasons even though only 
15 o f them  were “ known Com­
m un is ts .”

George F. Keefe, ch ie f o f Dun 
& B rads tree t’s in ves tig a tive  serv­
ice —  which has 2,000 fu l l  tim e 
“ reporte rs”  and 20,000 p a rt- t im e  
“ correspondents”  —  sta tes: “ As 
soon as the question o f lo y a lly  
develops in  a case, we cease our 
own in ves tig a tion  im m ed ia te ly  
and tu rn  our in fo rm a tio n  over to 
the F B I, then g e ttin g  the F B I ’s 
perm ission to n o t ify  our c lien t o f 
the circum stances.”  Then the 
em ployer fires  the w orker.

The evidence fo r  such rep o rts  to 
the F B I and the company by Dun 
&  B rads tree t m ay be seen by 
th is  example o f th e ir  w o rk . An 
“ un favorab le ”  Personnel S ecu rity  
R eport was based on three 
sources ha v in g  s ta te d ‘ . itihe in ­
d iv idu a l concerned had expressed 
ideas o f “ a defin ite  subversive 
tendency,”  possessed “ a  sub­
versive tu rn  o f m ind,”  and had 
d is tribu te d  pam ph le ts and lea fle ts  
o f a “ subversive”  na tu re . W hat 
•the in fo rm e rs  m eant by “ sub­
versive”  was n o t ind icated. To 
m any people in te g ra te d  schools, 
unions and the W orld  F edera lis t: 
are “ subversive.”

The R e ta il C re d it Co. o f 
A tla n ta , w h ich  spies fo r  several 
a irc ra f t  companies, investigates 
w o rkers  by  ask ing  th e ir  ne igh­
bors: do they have “ any known 
connection w ith  a ‘peace move­
m ent’ o r any o ther o rgan iza tion  
o f  a subversive type?  . . .  Is  he 
considered a norm al, lo ya l A m e r­
ica n? ”  In  Georgia, o f course, 
•belief in  rac ia l eq ua lity  is con­
sidered ne ithe r “ no rm a l”  nor 
“ lo ya l.”

O F F IC IA L  C O N N E C TIO N S
In  our epoch sp y in g  has be­

come so specialized th a t a 
“ p riva te  eye”  operates m a in ly  
th ro u g h  ' connections.- R epo rte r 
says: “ T hrough inside contacts, 
the p r iv a te  detective can get 
copies o f  W estern U n ion mes­
sages, un lis ted  telephone num ­
bers', telephone to ll-c a ll records, 
and ho te l re g is tra tio n  cards. He 
can ob ta in  T reasu ry  Dept, tax  
figures, Social S ecu rity  life tim e  
em ploym ent records, completed 
C i v i l  Service job  - app lica tion  
fo rm s, and the detailed Pentagon 
dossiers on some tw e n ty  m illio n  
present and fo rm e r m il ita ry  p e r­
sonnel. . . A  f r ie n d ly  posta l in ­
spector can order a ‘m a il cover’ . . .  
Even F B I agents sometimes re ly  
on a p r iva te  detective w ith  special 
ta len ts  o r underw orld  contacts, 
and are g lad to repay such fa vo rs  
w ith  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e ir  own 
files.”

R eporte r quotes one p riva te  
detective as say ing : “ You can’t 
w o rk  in th is  business w ith o u t de­
luxe police cooperation,”  and 
w a rn in g : “ Never tu rn  in  a copper, 
no m a tte r how crooked he is. I t

re flec ts  on the en tire  force. I f  you 
do it ,  you’re cooked as a priva te  
detective.”

O ther re g u la r connections o f 
the p riva te  detective in du s try  are 
specia lists such as locksm iths, 
w ire tappers, lie -de tector opera­
tors. Beside these genera l con­
tacts w h ich are needed fo r  s tay­
ing  in  'business, the re  are the 
sources o f in fo rm a tio n  in specific 
cases. These include the cop on 
the beat, m ilkm en, m ailm en, 
laundrym en, newsboys, m ete r 
readers, etc., etc. Real finds are 
u n frie n d ly  neighbors, d issatisfied 
servants, business r iv a ls , susp ic i­
ous re la tives  and divorced mates. 
Some agencies secre tly  buy a ll 
the trash  fro m  a business o r 
home and so rt and read i t  fo r  
weeks.

T E C H N O LO G Y  O F S P Y IN G
Perhaps the m ost lu r id  spying 

is th a t done e lectron ica lly . W ire ­
taps w ith o u t touch ing the w ires, 
a device to  read le tte rs  w ith o u t 
opening the sealed envelopes, 
v ib ra tio n  m icrophones to  aid in 
opening com bination locks and 
safes, and now te levis ion,

RCA recen tly  p u t a closed 
c irc u it  T V  system on the m arke t 
fo r  less than $1,000. A lready m ore 
than 30 p riva te  companies in  New 
Y o rk  have secre tly insta lled  these 
hidden c ircu its  to  watch th e ir  em ­
ployes. In  one p lan t in  B rook­
lyn  a much la rg e r c irc u it was 
ins ta lled , w ith  the consent o f 
union o ffic ia ls . F our concealed 
cameras are tra ined  on various 
pa rts  o f the production  line  so 
the boss can spy on the move­
ments o f la rge  groups o f workers 
a t the same tim e.

In s ta lla tio n  o f concealed m ic ro ­
phones o r “ bugg ing ,”  as Lt is  
known in  the trade, has also 
undergone a technolog ical revo­
lu tion . Now  any room th a t can 
be go tten in to  » b rie fly  can be 
easily and com ple te ly “ bugged.”  
A  ba tte ry-ope ra ted “ bug”  the 
size o f  a m atch box w ith  a 
transm iss ion li fe  o f several days 
w ill broadcast a ll conversation to 
a rece iv ing  set somewhere in the 
v ic in ity . A  perm anent in s ta lla tion  
—  about the size o f  a pack o f 
c igare ttes  —  is o fte n  concealed 
in the w a ll behind a l ig h t  socket 
and operates o f f  the b u ild in g ’s 
e lec tric  power. A n o th e r method is 
to s lip  a carbon - bu tton  m ic ro ­
phone in to  the telephone m ou th ­
piece. T h is  n o t on ly  p icks up 
telephone conversations b u t a ll 
conversation in the roam when 
the phone is no t in  use.

In  one fa c to ry , m anagem ent 
has ins ta lled  - tw e lve  ‘ ‘bugs”  —  
fo u r  in  the m en’s washroom , tw o 
in  the women’s washroom  and s ix  
in the com pany d in in g  ha ll. 
M oreover, the phones o f a ll fo re ­
men and departm ent heads are 
tapped. The boss has an elaborate 
sw itchboard and reco rd ing  m a­
chine to  tune in  where he wants 
and to record conversations.

T h is  in fo rm a tio n  is about 
agency w ork . How  m any com­
panies have th e ir  own perm anent 
p riva te  detective set-utps? These 
are more economical —  being on 
a sa la ry  basis —  and constan tly  
in operation. I t  would be an 
im poverished concern indeed th a t 
did no t have the funds to  tap the 
phones o f  a ll local and d is tr ic t 
union o ffic ia ls , “ bug”  th e ir  homes 
and the un ion m eeting places.

B e tte r be ca re fu l w hat you say 
— someone m ay be lis te n in g . 
B e tte r snap i t  up on the assembly 
line  —  you m ay be g iv in g  a 
p riva te  T V  perform ance and not 
know it .

...T ru th  about Algeria

B R IT IS H  T R A D E  M IS S IO N  
TO C H IN A  in  F eb ru a ry  signed 
130 con tracts w o rth  the equiva­
le n t o f $11,000,000. Commodities 
involved are : ¡autom obiles, chem­
icals, dyes tu ffs , drugs, p lastic  
ra w  m ateria ls , wool and scien­
t i f ic  and e lectrica l in s trum en ts  
fro m  B r ita in ; new sprin t, tea, p ly ­
wood, canned m eat and f r u i t  fro m  
C hina,

. . .  Justice Dept. 
Hits Bill of Rights

(Continued from page 1)
system has been p u t in the spo t­
lig h t  by  the  confessions o f such 
paid witnesses as H a rvey  M a tu ­
sow, who lied about 280 people 
in 21 w itch -h u n t hearings and in 
tw o federa l t r ia ls  lead ing to  con­
v ic tions. M rs. M arie  N a tv ig  and 
Low e ll W atson have also con­
fessed to  ly in g  a t the in s tig a tio n  
o f governm ent o ff ic ia ls  in the  
FCC hearings on m illio n a ire  E d­
ward Lam b, E rie , Pa., pub lishe r 
and T V  s ta tion  owner.

M rs. N a tv ig  has been indicted 
on nine p e rju ry  counts —  a ll care­
fu l ly  drawn to  avoid the real is ­
sue o f her lies when she called 
Lam b a fo rm e r “ Com m unist.”  
M atusow is be ing held in  “ con­
tem pt o f cou rt”  because he “ de­
libe ra te ly  attem pted to obstruct 
jus tice ”  when he appeared in the 
Texas court o f Federa l Judge 
R. E . Thomason on M arch 12 
and adm itted he had lied in  tes­
t i fy in g  th a t he knew C lin ton  
Jencks, a union leader, was a 
“ C o m m u n i s t , ”  which led to 
Jencks’ conviction fo r  a llegedly 
swearing fa lse ly  to  a T a f t-H a r t ­
ley oath. But. the Judge refused 
to g ra n t a re tr ia l.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
vice to  the F rench A d m in is tra ­
tion  and was granted a pension, 
then deprived o f i t  in  1947, as 
w e ll as o f perm ission to  g row  
coffee. Thus he was a lready a 
v ic tim  in preceding years o f sav­
age economic and police repres­
sion.

In  the same way, the en tire  
fa m ily , women and ch ild ren  in ­
cluded, has had to  subm it fo r  
hours to  ferocious actions by you r 
m il ita ry  who destroyed eve ry­
th in g  and pu t f ire  to  a ll the 
houses —  a fte r  having poured 
gasoline over linen they gathered 
—  under the frig h te n e d  gaze o f 
a ll the members o f m y fa m ily  
who were forced to  q u it th e ir  
hearth .

A fte rw a rd s , i t  was m y fa th e r 
and m y  three b ro the rs  who were 
arrested and taken as hostages 
a f te r  rece iv ing  b ru ta l trea tm ent.

M r. P res ident!
W hy  these v in d ic tive  actions, 

th is  show o f weakness, degrad­
in g  to  F rance ? A re  those the

means used to re ta lia te  aga inst 
a pa ti-io t who loves h is  coun try?  
Is  i t  by such maneuvers, aimed 
a t fa m ily  a ffec tions, th a t you 
w i l l  curb an A lg e ria n  p a tr io t,  
proud o f h is  cou n try ’s h is to ry ?  
A re  massacres, to rtu re s  and a ll 
k in ds  o f c rue lties  the w ay to  stop 
a people determ ined to  rega in  
lib e r ty  a t the price o f its  blood?

No, M r. P res iden t! On the con­
t ra r y !  T ha t is a s ign  o f weak­
ness and desperation.

N o! You dishonor you rse lf and 
streng then m y be lie f in  yo u r in ­
adequacy and you do me an 
honor a long w ith  the  A lg e r ia n  
people, who w il l  know  in  whom  
to place th e ir  confidence. I t  is 
reg re ttab le  th a t m y  cousin, the  
A gha Dahmoune, is  yo u r shield, 
p e rs is tin g  in  h is blindness in  f u l ­
f i l l in g  the ro le  o f t r a ito r  to  h is  
fa m ily  and h is country .

As fo r  me, I  love m y cou n try  
fo r  which I  have sacrificed every­
th ing . Long live  lib e r ty !  I t  can’ t  
be bought and sold. I t  m ust be 
deserved and won. G lo ry  to  those 
who died fo r  i t !

Fascism and Big Business
B y D A N IE L  G U E R IN

A  tho rough  sc ie n tific  analysis o f the social bases o f fascism  
—  fa sc is t s tra teg y  on the m arch to  power —  and fascism  
in power.
Long o u t-o f-p r in t —  b u t a ve ry  fe w  copies s t i l l  ava ilab le  
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The Negro Struggle
-------------------------- By John Thayer --------------------------

The Junkers of the South
Analogies have been made between the 

German Junkers and the Dixiecrats. The 
Junkers are best known in this country as 
reactionary German militarists. But that 
was only one of their functions and doesn’t 
indicate their social base which was the 
large landed estates in East Prussia. 
There, by maintenance of semi-feudal con­
trol over the farm workers they were 
economically and politically dominant.

This semi-feudal class served German 
capitalism politically as well as militarily. 
They were the most open reactionaries 
and labor-haters in Germany. In politics 
they could say and do things the capitalist 
politicians in the industrial sections dared 
not. They were a constant pillar of 
strength to chauvinism, anti-semitism and 
finally Nazism.

The ruling class in the Deep South is 
similarly based on large plantations and a 
semi-feudal control over the farm work­
ers, who are mostly Negro. This class is 
the bulwark of Jim Crow in America. In 
politics they do many services for the 
capitalists which the politicians in in­
dustrial areas dare not. And they are 
properly rewarded by Big Business. This 
explains why so many politicians hated by 
labor come from the Deep South.

I t  is only fitting  therefore that the 
chairmanship of the main witch-hunt body 
in the Senate, the Internal Security Com­
mittee, has gone to plantation owner and 
white-supremacist supreme, Senator James 
0. Eastland (D.-Miss.)

There was one little difficulty standing 
in the way of Eastland’s confirmation as 
chairman. Negro and Jewish organizations

protested the employment on Eastland’s 
personal office staff of Ralph Bearman. 
This Bearman received money from Gerald 
L. K. Smith’s native-fascist Christian Na­
tionalist Crusade at the same time he was 
on Senator Eastland’s payroll. In 1944 
Bearman chaired sessions of the conven­
tion which nominated racist Gerald L. K. 
Smith for president on the America First 
Party ticket.

This may help explain how it came about 
last year when McCarthy let Eastland hold 
some one-man witch-hunt hearings in New 
Orleans that Aubrey- Williams, editor oi 
the Southern Farmer, and other liberals 
who are opposed to the stringency of Deep 
South Jim Crow were smeared as “ Com­
munists.”

Eastland has dropped Bearman from 
his payroll, but the Senator has the 
reputation of not deserting his friends. 
In one speech on the Senate floor East- 

.land stated that Nazi occupation troops in 
France had behaved far better than Amer­
ican Negro soldiers were behaving. I t  is 
noteworthy that complaints about the 
Negro troops in France all came from 
racists in the U.S. The French people don’t 
like any occupation troops but as between 
white and Negro U.S. troops they said 
they preferred Negro soldiers.

When the Supreme Court ruled against 
school segregation Eastland got up in the 
Senate and urged defiance of the ruling. 
Moreover, he charged the Court with being 
“ indoctrinated and brain-washed by left- 
wing, Communist-front organizations.”

For continuing the traditions of the 
committee the Senate couldn’t have chosen 
a better chairman than Senator Eastland.

"The Investigator"
------------------------ By R. Spencer ------------------------

Two months ago a phonograph record, 
The Investigator, reached the music shops. 
I t  was published by a transcription com­
pany well known in its field. The author 
spent ten years in Hollywood writing 
shows like “The Life of Riley” and the 
“ Jackie Gleason Show.” Canada's leading 
radio actor performed the major role. And 
yet, this recording has never been played 
on a major radio network station in the 
U.S.; it is surrounded by an air of “ ille­
gality,” and is currently the target of an 
attempt by the American Legion to sup­
press it.

The Investigator is a brilliant satire on 
McCarthy. Its outstanding artistic merit 
has been recognized even by conservative 
critics. Despite lack of publicity 15,000 
copies a month are being sold.

What explains the nervousness and play- 
it-safe policy of the radio networks and the 
press? What explains the fact that even 
the liberals act as i f  the record were too 
hot to handle? A fter all, attacks on Mc­
Carthy have become almost fashionable.

The point is that The Investigator is 
more than a satire on McCarthy. I t  is a 
satirical stab at the witch hunt as a whole. 
With devastating w it it exposes the true 
nature of the red-baiting scourge. The 
founders of the United States, for example, 
are shown to be “ subversive” under to­
day’s witch-hunting standards.

Such an attack on the witch hunt is a 
different matter than poking fun at the 
“ extremist”  McCarthy. I t  subjects the 
very foundations of the political regime of 
both Truman and Eisenhower to criticism. 
I t  attacks the witch hunt itself, not only 
the former Witch Hunter in Chief.

The Investigator was firs t broadcast on 
May 30, 1954 over the Canadian network. 
I t  was heard by a New York transcribing 
company which thought it  had commercial 
possibilities. Obviously they were right. 
According to Counterattack, the pro-Mc-

Carthy paper which acts as a political 
police censor in the radio industry, The 
Investigator “ may gross better than a 
half-million dollars in sales and become a 
smash h it.” Counterattack describes The 
Investigator as a “ straight party-line 
recording. . . A bitter burlesque, its target 
Senator Joseph McCarthy and every U.S. 
Congressional committee investigating 
Communism.”

Counterattack cannot see the humor in 
this radio play about the “ witch hunt in 
heaven.”  But then, conformist reaction 
was never noted for its sense of humor., „

One of the highlights of the play is a 
scene between Satan and the Investigator. 
The “ heavenly” witch hunt has gotten out 
of hand. Socrates, all persons named Karl 
Marx, Thomas Jefferson, John Milton, 
Voltaire, John Stuart Mill, Martin Luther, 
Thomas Paine, Oliver Cromwell, Garibaldi, 
Victor Hugo, Abraham Lincoln, Shelley, 
Chopin, Beethoven, Bach, Wagner, have 
all been deported from “ Up Here” to 
“ Down There” for “ subversion.”

Satan complains that too many are being 
deported:

Satan: “ You don’t know what’s going 
on. Jefferson and Milton are calling for a 
Congress; Martin Luther and John Stuart 
Mill are making speeches about the Rights 
of the Damned; Cromwell and William 
Lloyd Mackenzie have recruited a Lost 
Souls Militia, that madman Socrates keeps 
asking me if  I know what virtue is. Me? 
And that lunatic Karl Marx. . .”

Investigator: “ Which Karl Marx?”
Satan: “ How should I know? Tfyere are 

hundreds of them all over the place. 
Remember those pamphlets (Communist 
Manifesto) you handed them at the hear­
ings? They took them with them when 
they got deported. They printed thousands 
of copies, and you know what their slogan 
is? ‘Workers of the Underworld Unite! 
You have nowhere to go but Up!’ ”

Notes from the News
V IG IL A N T E S  drove three organ izers fo r  the 

A F 'L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G arm ent W orkers 
Un ion out o f H a le yv illc , A labam a. The ILG iW U is 
i it te m p tin g  to organize the W inston M fg . Co. 
there. The v ig ila n tes  came up to  the o rgan izers ’ 
ho te l roohi, to ld  them  th a t i f  they d idn ’t  leave 
they would be “ dragged out.”  T h ir ty  o f the 
v ig ila n te s  accompanied the un ion organizers to 
the c ity  lim its .

*  *  *

G E O R G IA  G IM M IC K . Som ething new in  the 
way o f a n ti- la b o r<• law s is an ordinance in the 
tow n  o f Baxley. I t  provides th a t anyone doing 
o rgan iza tiona l w o rk  fo r  a un ion m u s t app ly  to 
the m ayor and c ity  council fo r  a license. The 
license, i f  granted , costs 82,000 a yea r p lus a 
fee o f $500 fo r  every m em ber recru ited in  the 
town. V io la tio n  is a c rim in a l offense (punishable 
by  30 days in  ja il o r  $300 line. An ILG W U  
organ izer, convicted under the law , has been 
f ig h tin g  v a in ly  in the cou rts  fo r  a year now to 
g e t i t  declared unconstitu tiona l.

*  *  *

JIM -C R O W  G EO R G IA  leads a ll the other states 
o f the un ion in the num ber o f people executed 
by e lectrocution. U nder G eorg ia law  a ch ild  o f 
14 may be sent to the e lectric  cha ir. La s t m onth 
the le g is la tu re  defeated a  b i l l  to  ra ise the
e lectrocution age m in im um  to  21.

*  *  *

p e t  m i l k  IS  T H IN K IN G  OF YO U. In  co­
opera tion w ith  the U.S. Governm ent, the Pet M ilk  
Co. w i l l  m a il you an id en tifica tio n  ta g  approved 
by the C iv il Defense. These are to  be w orn  around 
the  neck and in  case the re ’s an y th in g  le f t  wf you

a fte r  an H-bomb explosion, yo u r grave can have 
yo u r name on it .  A l l  you have to do is  send ‘¿5c., 
a label fro m  a Pet M ilk  can and the necessary’ in ­
fo rm a tio n  to 'th e  Pet M ilk  Co. T h is  is an in s p ir in g  
example o f p r iv a te  enterprise and governm ent 
w o rk in g  toge ther. Coipses found w ith o u t the Pet 
M ilk  tag  around th e ir  necks w ill be considered 
d is loya l to  Pet M ilk  and the A m erican W ay and 
w ill be investiga ted fo r  subversive pasts.

*  *  *

“ R IG H T  TO S C A B ”  L A W  was passed by the 
U ta li Le g is la tu re  and signed by Gov. Lee. T h is  
m arks success fo r  the B ig  Business cam paign w ith  
its  propaganda and slush fun d  in the 18th state. 
A  s im ila r law  as defeated recen tly  in  M as­
sachusetts. * * *

“ T H E  5TH  A M E N D M E N T  is our p ro tection  
aga ins t ty ra n n y ” , a reso lu tion adapted by the 
C iv il R ights Conference o f the IU E -C IO  declared. 
Refusal to  te s t ify  before a le g is la tive  com m ittee 
by invok in g  th is  amendm ent “ is not, /in and o f 
its e lf, p ro p e r ground fo r  d isc ip line  o r expulsion 
fro m  a local un ion.”  W h ile  say ing  th a t m ost of 
those invok in g  the 5th Am endm ent were “ dll 
advised”  the reso lu tion  denounced M cC arthy  an 
General E le c tr ic  Carp, fo r  sub ve rtin g  the true  
m eaning o f the c o n s titu tio n a l guarantee.

. 3= *  *

R IG H T  TO V O TE  in  W ashington, D. C. was 
discussed a t a Senate Coanmittee hearing . Oppos­
ing  enfranch isem ent o f the n e a rly  one m illion  
W ashington ians as a local rea l estate b roker 
who declared tha t the proposal was “ pari, o f the 
Com m unist consp iracy”  fo r  Negroes to  take over 
the  D is tr ic t  governm ent.

New Jersey 
SWP Names 
Candidate

N E W A R K , M arch 14. —  The 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  las t week 
file d  no m in a ting  pe titions nam ­
ing  D anie l Roberts, loca l SW P 
organ izer, its  candidate fo r  New 
Jersey S tate Senator from  Essex 
County in  the Novem ber elec­
tions.

The w o rk in g  people’s need to  
bu ild  th e ir  own independent L a ­
b o r P a rty  w i l l  be one o f the 
m ain  issues o f the SW P cam­
pa ign.

BOSSES S L A T E
"J u s t look a t the  sla te  th a t 

the Essex C ounty Dem ocratic 
s teering  Com m ittee f ile d  la s t 
week fo r  C ounty and S tate Le-; 
g is la tive  posts,”  said Roberts,. 
“ I t  includes tw o bankers, fo u r  
assorted businessmen, f iv e  la w ­
yers, f iv e  professional po litic ians , 
and one C IO  organ izer, one A F L  
o rgan izer and one N egro lawyer.4*,

“ Y e t th is  sla te  counts on get* 
t in g  elected th rou gh  the votes o f 
organized labo r and the N egro 
com m unity.

“ The la bo r o ff ic ia ls  and the 
N egro candidate are on the  slate 
ju s t  fo r  w indow  dressing. They 
would be powerless to  w in  an y ­
th in g  substantia l fo r  the w o rk ­
in g  people. In  o ffic e  the Demo­
c ra tic  s la te  would serve B ig  
Business ju s t  as would the  Re­
publican sla te .”

CIO A N G R Y
New Jersey CIO  o ffic ia ls  re ­

acted in  anger to the f i l in g  o f 
the Dem ocratic slate. “ There was 
a de fin ite  com m itm ent th a t a t 
least tw o candidates would be se­
lected from  t*he ranks o f the E s­
sex-W est Hudson C IO  Council,”  
was the com pla in t voiced by Joe 
M in ish , the council’s executive 
secretary, in  the M arch 14 New ­
a rk  E ven ing News.

A nd Joel Jacobson, state CIO 
executive v ice-president declared 
“ Don’t  th in k  the CIO  has no 
place to go, M r. Carey (the  Es­
sex C ounty Dem ocratic boss). 
And to the Republican p a rty  I  
say, don’t  w r ite  us o ff. G ive us 
good candidates and we m ay su r­
prise you.”

“ H ow  b a n k ru p t can these CIO 
leaders g e t? ”  said Roberts. “ They 
were ready to g ive the Dem ocrats 
fu l l  support i f  they g o t tw o can­
didates on the slate, a lthough 
th a t would s t i l l  have le f t  the 
bankers, businessmen and p o lit i­
cians in  f u l l  con tro l. B u t now 
th a t Boss Carey to ld  them  they 
could have on ly  one candidate, 
the CIO  leaders th rea ten the 
Dem ocrats w ith  v o tin g  fo r  a few  
Republicans.”

Roberts declared: “ We o f the 
SW P th in k  th a t the unions and 
the N egro  com m unity  should stop 
the game o f m aneuvering w ith  
B ig  Business pa rties  —  a game 
in which labo r and the Negro 
people a lw ays lose. They should 
bu ild  th e ir  own p a r ty  —  a Labor 
P a rty .”
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F ire d  Seamen P icke t P ie r

Fred Jones, Kenneth Anstee and Ronald Costello (I. to r .) ,  
stew ards fired o f f  the Queen o f Berm uda, p icke t the ship’s p ie r 
in New Y ork  a fte r  the lin e r sailed io r  Bermuda. Some 800 
s tr ik in g  crew members, o f the B r it is h  N a tl. Union o f Seamen, 
were le ft behind when they staged a pro test w a lkou t over the 
fir in g s .

Scientists Raise Alarm 
On Bomb Tests Danger

By Myra Tanner
Evidence of the harmful effects of experimental 

nuclear explosions is mounting daily despite an official 
conspiracy of silence. On March 12, two scientists at the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Colorado expressed
a larm  fo r  pub lic  sa fe ty  w ith  in ­
creased rad ioactive  fa ll-o u t  over 
th a t state. D r. Ray R. La n ie r 
said th a t “ the upsurge in  rad io ­
a c t iv ity  measured here w ith in  a 
m a tte r o f hours a fte r  the (N e ­
vada) tests has become appreci­
able.”

D r. Theodore Puck, head of 
the biophysics departm ent, said 
th a t “ the troub le  w ith  a irborne 
rad ioactive  dust is th a t we breathe 
i t  in to  the lungs where i t  m ay 
lodge in  d irec t contact w ith  l iv ­
in g  tissue.”

Pressured to re trac t th e ir w a rn ­
in g  the tw o  scientists insisted 
th a t .there is no “ safe”  m in im um  
below which rad ia tion  has been 
proved harmless, con tra ry  to  o f­
f ic ia l cla im s. G overnor Johnson 
o f Colorado rep lied tha t the sci­
en tis ts  “ should be arrested.”

A f te r  the recent atom  bomb 
tests in Nevada, newspapers re ­
ported th a t X -ra y  f ilm s  had been 
destroyed in a duPont chemical 
f irm  in  New Jersey. W orkers  en­
tered the p lan t w ith  rad ioactive  
m a te ria l on th e ir  shoes fo llo w in g  
a lig h t  ra in . New  Jersey Labor 
and In d u s try  Com m issioner H o l- 
derm an reported th a t duPont o f­
fic ia ls  had found i t  necessary to 
“ wash down the whole p lan t, 
spread carpets a t  a ll entrances 
.and have employes change th e ir  
/shoes on en te ring  bu ild ings .”

The ne x t day the newspapers 
reported th a t H o lderm an’s s to ry  
had been denied by the p la n t 
m anager, F red  Sackett. Holder- 
man, however, insisted th a t his 
o rig in a l in fo rm a tio n  came fro m  
( lie  p la n t and “ is accurate in  es­

sence as fa r  as th is  departm ent 
.".an determ ine.”

M eanwhile, on the  o ther side 
o f the A t la n t ic  the  leader o f the 
B r it is h  Labour P a rty , C lement 
A ttle e , asked scientists to issue 
a sta tem ent on the danger, not 
m ere ly  fro m  a tom ic w a rfa re , bu t 
from  “ the continued experim ent­
ation in these ’ dangerous p rac­
tices.”  He demanded th a t a h a lt 
be called to  fu r th e r  a tom ic ex­
perim ents.

Ind ia , Ceylon and the other 
Colombo powers w il l  ask the 
A s ia -A fr lc a  Conference which is 
to convene next m onth a t B an­
dung, to  demand the “ cessation o f 
experim ents”  w ith  nuclear weap­
ons.

W hat is the known tru th  about 
the danger o f ra d io a c tiv ity  in  the 
e a rth ’s atmosphere th a t is a la rm ­
ing' everyone ? In  a v e ry  cautious 
tre a tm e n t o f the “ P e ril F rom  A - 
D u s t," in  the N ation , Feb. 19, 
P rofessor C. H. W add ington o f 
the Eng lish U n iv e rs ity  o f E d in ­
bu rgh , whose fie ld  o f w o rk  is 
an im al genetics says, “ A l l  the 
availab le  evidence, h o w e v e r ,  
makes it  seem ove rw he lm ing ly  
probable tha t any atom ic exp lo­
sion which produces an increase 
in  ra d io a c tiv ity , however sm a ll, 
in  reg ions inhabited by man w ill 
a d d  som eth ing to  hu m an ity ’s 
s tore o f new ly m utated and m ost­
ly  h a rm fu l genes.”

There is absolutely n o t h i n g  
th a t is reassuring in the discus­
sions tha t leak th rough the “ s i­
lent c u rta in ”  on the dangers o f 
rad ioactive  fa llo u t. There is every 
ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  a la rm .

'Let People Vote 
On W ar/Oakland 
Candidate Urges

By Bill Morgan
OAKLAND — March 12 — Lillian Kiezel, Socialist 

Workers Party candidate for • Councilman-at-Large is 
officially on the ballot for the coming city-wide elections.
So fa r  the S.W.P. candidate is j 
the on ly  opposition candidate to 
f i le  aga ins t the incum bent, an 
o u tr ig h t representa tive  o f the  
O akland landlords.

The w o rke r voters o f Oakland 
have heard the p rogram  o f the 
S.W jP. presented by L i l l ia n  K ie - 
zel in ' past elections when she 
was the S.W.P. candidate fo r  
M ayor and fo r  L ieu te na n t Gov­
ernor. A veteran o f 16 years in 
the soc ia lis t movement, M rs. 
K iezel has been a member o f the 
CIO auto and e lectrica l w o rke rs ’ 
unions and pa rtic ip a ted  in  the  
f ig h t fo r  the FE P C  in C a lifo rn ia .

V O TE  ON W A R
A fte r  securing the  requ ired 

num ber o f s igna tu res and1 sub­
m it t in g  a l is t  o f ten sponsors in  
accordance w ith  the election laws 
o f C a lifo rn ia , the S.W.P. im ­
m edia te ly launched the cam paign. 
A program  was issued ca llin g  fo r  
the end o f the d r ive  tow ards 
atom ic w ar and pledged to  make 
the a n ti-w a r cam paign a key is ­
sue. “ L e t the people vote on w ar 
o r peace!”  w ill be the slogan o f 
the S.W.P.

The p rogram  fu r th e r  ca lls fo r  
an end to d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst 
a ll m in o ritie s , fo r  the th ir ty -h o u r  
week a t fo r ty -h o u rs  pay, fo r  fu l l  
economic eq ua lity  fo r  w o rk in g  
women, aga inst un ive rsa l m il i ­
ta ry  tra in in g , fo r  the repeal of 
the po lice-state d rive  assault on 
c iv il libe rtie s , and fo r  the fo r ­
m ation o f an independent Labor 
P a rty .

The key local issue in the cam ­
paign is housing. Recently a group 
o f c a p ita lis t vote-catchers seek­
ing  some p u b lic ity  suddenly d is ­
covered the existence o f slums in  
Oakland and are ta lk in g  o f slum 
clearance. U n t i l now these f ire  
traps  have provided a fa t  in ­
come fo r  the landlords. T h re a t­
ened w ith  los ing th e ir  ren ts  the 
land lords a re  seeking ways o f 
opening’ the pub lic  treasu ry  to 
compensate fo r  any losses.

On th is  issue, L i ll ia n  K iezel, 
the S.W.P. candidate, speaking 
at the m eeting o f the La bo re r’s 
Un ion said, “ I t  is the real estate 
in te rests  o f ‘free  en te rp rise ’ that, 
create slum s and there is not 
enough pro fit fo r the rent goug- 
ers to bu ild  low-cost housing fo r 
a ll. W e say let the tenants fo rm  
a com m ittee in  cooperation w ith  
the labor movement and demand 
the m illio ns  now earm arked fo r  
a w ar o f destruction  be used fo r  
hous ing !”

Despite the  low  re g is tra tio n  
figu res  and the sm all tu rn o u t ex­
pected a t the po lls the S.W.P. 
candidate is  conducting a s p ir i t ­
ed and m il ita n t  cam paign to 
arouse the w o rke rs  to the  need

L IL L IA N  K IE Z E L

o f independent w o rk in g  class po­
litics . Comrade Kiezel w i l l  speak 
before m any unions and over the  
rad io , before church and o the r 
organ izations.

Several lea fle ts  on the issues 
o f the cam paign w ill be d is tr ib ­
uted and a mass ra l ly  w i l l  be 
held in the Jenny L ind H a ll, 2267 
Telegraph Ave. on A p r i l 2nd. a t 
8 P.M. a t which F a rre ll Dobbs, 
N a tiona l Secretary o f the S.W.P. 
w ill speak and where frien ds  and 
supporte rs o f the S.W.P. may hear 
and meet our candidate.

NAACP Leader 
Hits Democrats

The Democrats in Congress 
were denounced fo r  “ pussy­
fo o tin g  on segregation”  by.... - 
Clarence M itche ll, D irec to r o f 
the W ashington Bureau o f the 
N a tion a l Association fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colored Peo­
ple, at a m eeting in  New Y o rk  
C ity .

M itche ll sa id : “ There is a 
serious question about w hether 
they (the  Dem ocrats) can be 
entrusted w ith  na tiona l power 
du ring  the tra n s itio n  o f the 
United States from  segrega­
tion  to in te g ra tio n .”  He w a rn ­
ed tha t despite the gains o f 
recent years in  the fig h t 
against J im  Crow som ething 
m ust be done or “ we m ay w e ll 
find ourselves m oving back­
w ard .”

M itche ll blasted Rep. James 
C. Davis (D -G a.) fo r  his con­
duct o f hearings on in te g ra ­
tion in the D is tr ic t o f Columbia 
F ire  Dept. Davis has encour­
aged the use o f the in su ltin g  
te rm , “ n --------r ,”  by witnesses.

The Tragic Case of Dr. Edward Teller
By Lynn Marcus

A tom -ph ys ic is t D r. E d w a r d  
T e lle r is  a sc ientis t o f the f ir s t  
rank. O rd in a rily  such a man is 
respected and adm ired by his co l­
leagues. Instead, D r. T e lle r is a 
tra g ic  f ig u re ; he has become an 
outcast in his profession, regard ­
ed alm ost as a Judas, the sym ­
bol o f A m erican science in  a m il­
ita ry -p o lice  s tra it- ja c k e t.

S E R V IC E  TO  W A L L  S T R E E T
T e lle r p u t service to W a ll 

S tree t’s w a r machine above ser­
vice to hum an ity  and above the 
princ ip les and ethics o f a scien­
t is t.  Thus he con tribu ted to b r in g ­
in g  about a condition where a 
scientist, m ust hesitate before ad­
vancing a scientific  conclusion lest 
he be purged, smeared and hound­
ed. M any scientists fled  from  Nazi 
G erm any because o f conditions 
like  these. T e lle r  h im se lf was 
one o f those who fled  H it le r ’s 
te rro r  in  1933. Perhaps, the re ­
fo re , his offense in  lin in g  up w ith  
the Am erican po lice-sta ters is a ll 
the more serious.

The case o f D r. T e lle r broke 
in to  pub lic  view  la s t September 
w ith  the pub lica tion  o f a book, 
The H ydrogen Bomb. The authors 
o f th is  book, James R. Shcplcy, 
ch ie f o f T im e M agazine’s W ash­
ing ton bureau, and C lay  B la ir  J r., 
lauded A tom ic  E ne rgy  Com m is­
sion C hairm an, Lew is S trauss, 
and T e lle r as the “ heroes”  o f the 
hydrogen bomb. A t  the same tim e  
i t  depicted the Los A lam os scien­
tis ts , led by J. R obert Oppen- 
neimer, as a group o f bum bling  
obstruction is ts , o r worse.

T h is was no t in  accordance w ith

the facts. M oreover, i t  came on 
the background o f a series o f 
w itch -h u n t a ttacks on Oppenhei- 
m er and acted to g ive the smear 
o f the g reat sc ientis t a cover.

C lea rly  i t  was up to D r. T e lle r 
to  disassociate h im se lf fro m  the 
book, i f  on no o th e r grounds than 
its  a t t r ib u t in g  fa lse  “ c re d it”  to  
h im  fo r  sc ie n tific  achievements 
o f others. T e lle r fa ile d  to do th is . 
D r . E nrico  F e rm i, the renouned 
“ a rch itec t o f the atom ic age,”  
summoned D r. T e lle r to  his death 
bed and im plored him  to take a 
position. F e rm i didn’ t  live  to see 
his w ish fu lf il le d .

R E A C T IO N  OF S C IE N T IS T S
The reaction to  the Shepley- 

B la ir  book in  the sc ie n tific  com­
m u n ity  was qu ick and an g ry . A E C  
A dv iso ry  Commission C hairm an, 
D r. I .  I .  Rabi, called the  book, 
“ A  sophomorie science - f ic t io n  
ta le  to  be taken seriously on ly  
,by a p s y c h ia tr is t . . . (the pe r­
son responsib le) should have ei­
the r his head o r his m otives ex­
am ined.”

'Form er A E C  C hairm an, G or­
don Dean, in  a rev iew  o f the 
book in  the Novem ber, 1954, B u l­
le tin  o f the A to m ic  Scientists 
said, “ T h is  is no tim e  fo r  m inc­
in g  o f words. T h is  is a v icious 
book. A nd i t  is an un true  book. 
I f  i t  is accepted by the pub lic  as a 
true  account o f A m erica ’s s tru g ­
g le  to achieve a therm onuclear 
weapon, i t  w il l be no th ing  short, 
o f a tragedy . . . T h is  book is in 
one sense a so rt o f ‘V a len tine ’ 
presented to D r. E dw ard T e lle r 
—  bu t i t  has blood sta ins on i t  —  
the blood o f the en tire  s ta f f  o f

th a t (Los A lam os) labo ra to ry , D r. 
Opponheimer and m any others.”

In September, 1949, T rum an 
issued the order to the sc ientis ts : 
B u ild  a super-bomb —  the H - 
bomb. A  num ber o f scientists, 
inc lud ing J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
expressed doubts and w a rn in gs ; 
the hydrogen bomb was an u n ­
know n ; i t  was dangerous; some­
where in  the w ork  o f super-bomb 
bu ild in g  la y  an explosion we 
m ig h t no t be able to  con tro l; i t  
would be necessary to  proceed 
ca re fu lly .

The “ crash”  program , as ou t­
lined by super-scientist H a rry  S. 
T rum an, was no t regarded by 
these responsible scientists as a 
safe course. In  th is  discussion D r. 
T e lle r lined up w ith  L e w i s  
'Strauss, the representa tive  o f 
B ig  Business in the fie ld  o f A tom ic  
experim ents. In  th a t same cor­
ner was the bom b-happy brass 
o f the S tra teg ic  A ir  Command.

F o r h is doubts and w arn ings 
Oppenheimer has been subjected 
to  an endless series o f “ in ves ti­
ga tions”  and “ lo y a lty ”  p r o c e ­
dures. The la te s t p r o c e d u r e  
aga inst him , la s t summer, took 
his A E C  secu rity  clearance fro m  
h ip i.

The iro n y  o f a ll th is  is th a t 
O ppenheimer played one o f the 
la rge s t roles in  ac tu a lly  produc­
in g  the H-bom b. A nd  T e lle r ’s ex­
perim ents were appa ren tly  no t 
f r u it fu l .

The A lsops reported in th e ir  
colum n, Oct. 4, 1954: “ There is 
pu b lic ly  ava ilab le  evidence which 
s tro n g ly  suggests th a t the  h y ­
drogen bomb designed at D r. E d ­
w ard  .T e lle r’s L ive rm ore  Labo ra­

to ry  tu rned ou t to be a fa ilu re  
d u rin g  the P ac ific  test series la s t 
sp ring .”  They quoted D r. N o rr is  
B radbury , d irec to r o f the Los 
A lam os labo ra to ry , as saying th a t 
the Los A lam os la bo ra to ry , where 
O ppenheimer was w o rk ing , was 
responsible fo r  “ every successful 
therm onuclear weapon th a t exists 
today”  in  the U.S.

B u t T e lle r was lined up 100% 
w ith  W a ll S tree t’s program , w h ile  
Oppenheimer expressed sc ie n tific  
doubts and reservations. T ha t's  
w hy Oppenheimer was given the 
“ tre a tm e n t”  w h ile  T e lle r was 
given a b ig  p u b lic ity  “ V a len tine .”

“ T E L L E R IS M ”
The issue goes fa r  beyond the 

question o f in d iv id u a l scientists, 
(h e ir  accom plishm ents, u n f a i r  
“ c red its ,”  o r even the w itch  h u n t­
in g  o f any p a rtic u la r scientist.

J. R. Shenken o f the Nebraska 
College o f M edicine w r ite s  in  
the Feb. 11 issue o f Science, on 
the subject o f “ T e lle rism .”  He 
say's, “ W hat assurance do we 
have that m edicine w ill continue 
to rem ain outside the domain o f 
the security  regu la tions, secret 
police, po litica l res tra in ts , and 
the lik e ? ”

T h is  apprehensive question, is 
typ ica l o f the fee lings  in- the sci­
e n t if ic  com m unity . W ith  the ex­
am ple o f  w h a t is ta k in g  place 
in the fie ld  o f nuclear research, 
w ha t scientist can fee l th a t any 
discovery w i l l  no t be somehow 
“ p o lit ic a lly  unsound?”

Such an atm osphere is in to le r­
able to serious sc ie n tific  w ork  —  
and th is  exp la ins the g ro w in g  
m ilita n c y  o f the s c ie n tif ic  w o rld

to the encroachments o f the po­
lice-sta ters. There is a widespread 
fe a r th a t W a ll S tree t’s govern­
m ent is ta k in g  A m erica  back to  
the days o f the in qu is itio n  when 
1he d iscovery o f a law  o f na ture  
could be a c r im in a l offense.

W H O  IS R E S P O N S IB LE ?
T e lle r  has fe l t  the pressure o f 

ic r itic is m  fro m  his colleagues. In  
an a rtic le  appearing  in the Feb. 
25 issue o f Science he ' adm its  
th a t the hydrogen bomb was the  
re s u lt o f the w o rk  o f others. B u t 
the m otive fo r  th is  adm ission is  
o f exceptional in te rest. The phony 
bu ild -up o f T e lle r as the au tho r 
o f the H-bom b had an unexpected 
resu lt. People arc  n o t v e ry  hap­
py w ith  the bomb. They are w o r­
ried  sick as to how i t  w i l l  bo 
used and even b y  the dangerous 
resu lts  o f experim enting  w i t h  
nuclear explosions.

T h is  raises the question o f the 
resp on s ib ility , not the cred it, fo r  
the un leashing o f a super-destruc­
tive  weapon. T e lle r is  no m ore 
capable o f answering- th is  ques­
t i o n  than he was o f s tand ing up 
aga inst the forces th a t seek to  
m ilita r iz e  the scientists. Hut T e l­
le r alone is not. involved. N o r is 
i t  a question tha t s c ie n tific  w o rk ­
ers can settle  by themselves. The 
pervers ion o f s c ie n tific  discove­
ries by the ca p ita lis t w a r m ak­
ers can be ha lted on ly  by the 
in te rven tion  o f the w o rk in g  class. 
Such in te rven tion  w i l l  have the  
p o lit ic a l aim o f ta k in g  a ll the 
forces o f p roduction out o f the  
hands o f the ca p ita lis t ru le rs  —  
inc lud ing  the trem endous fo rce  
o f sc ie n tif ic  research.


