
Jobless Increase 
Seen in Spite o f 
Production Rise

By Lewis Peterson
Nearly a year ago, in our Jan. 11, 1954, issue, we 

wrote: “ I f  American economy stays fixed at the 1953 
highest level in history — producing a gross national 
product priced a t $367 b illio n  — 1
we w il l  be in a serious depres­
sion w ith  e igh t to 10 m illio n  un ­
employed w ith in  fo u r years.”  We 
a ttr ib u te d  th is  prospect to  “ the 
fac to rs  o f popu lation g ro w th  and 
au tom ation .”

A s  we enter 1955, v ir tu a lly  a ll 
economic forecasts concede un­
em ploym ent w i l l  continue to  in ­
crease in  accordance w ith  tho  
f a c t o r s  we cited a lm ost 12 
m onths ago. The s itua tion  is 
sum m arized by A . I I .  Raskin, 
economics and labor rep o rte r, in  
the Dec, 26 N. Y . T im es:

“ Indeed, the like lihood  th a t 
unem ploym ent w ill p robab ly edge 
above the 1954 average o f 3,200,- 
000 is conceded by m any o f those 
who are f irm e s t in  th e ir  expec­
ta tio n  th a t business w i l l  be 
s tronger in  the  nex t year. T h is  
paradoxica l prospect o f be tte r 
business and more idleness is  the 
m ost d is tu rb in g  elem ent in  the 
1955 ou tlook.”

The N a tion a l P lann ing Asso-

R eunited

Beatrice C urran, 24, cleared 
o f abandonment charges, re ­
claims- her ch ild ren, Karen, 3, 
and B illy , 18 months, a t the 
Ne'v Y ork Foundling Hospita l. 
The m other, unemployed and 
penniless, had le ft them near 
the hospita l. The children were 
re turned a fte r  the W e lfa re  
llo p t. reversed a previous 
decision denying her re lie f.

c ia tion , d irected by business, 
union, fa rm  and pro fessional rep ­
resentatives, on Dec. 26 released 
in  W ash ing ton a re p o rt th a t 
s tro n g ly  con firm s the perspec­
tive  o r ig in a lly  forecast by us and 
repeatedly stated over the past 
yrear. N P A  researchers po in t ou t:

“ The actual level o f economic 
a c tiv ity  is a t present about $15,- 
000,000,000 to $20,000,000,000 be­
low the level o f reasonably fu l l  
em ploym ent. T o ta l production a 
year from  now would have to be 
about $25,000,000,000 to  $30,000- 
000,000 above the present ra te  in 
order to approxim ate  the level 
o f reasonably fu l l  em ploym ent.”

2,000,000 N E W  JOBS
In  o ther words, to  m atch the 

em ploym ent conditions in 1953, 
U i S. production  in  1955 would 
have to expand to  5 o r 6% above 
the 1953 level because, as the re ­
p o rt states, "o u r  economy has 
fa ile d  to g row  in  accordance w ith  
the g ro w th  o f the labo r force 
and the rise  in p ro d u c tiv ity .”

A  s im ila r po in t o f v iew  was 
recently  expressed by S tan ley H. 
R u ttenberg, D ire c to r o f the C IO ’s 
D epartm ent o f Education and 
Research, in a le tte r  to  the Dec. 
17 N . Y . T imes. “ I f  job  oppor­
tun ities  are to  be provided fo r  
the 750,000 new en tran ts  in to  
the labo r m a rke t and the more 
than 1,750,000 w orkers displaced 
by technological change and r is ­
ing  p ro d u c tiv ity  each year, gross 
na tiona l p roduct m ust increase 
a t least $15 b illions  each yea r,”  
R u ttenberg  explains;.

W r it in g  in  the Dec. A m erican 
F edera tion is t, the A F L ’s o ff ic ia l 
m on th ly  .m agazine, A F L  s ta ff  
economist B e rt Seidman says 
th a t to keep up w ith  popu lation 
g ro w th  and the rise  in m an-hour 
ou tpu t “ we need fro m  2,000,000 
to 2,500,000 new jobs each year. 
I f  our economy is able to  do on ly 
as w e ll in  1955 as in 1953, un ­
em ploym ent fo r  the year would 
reach a t least 5,500,000 and m igh t 
go as h igh as 6,500,000 instead 
o f the 1,500,000 we had in  1953.”

B u t there is no assurance th a t 
even 1953 production levels w ill 
be m ain ta ined in 1955. The pres­
ent steamed-up production  in 
auto, fo r  instance, appears, in  
p a rt, to be an a tte m p t to  con­
centra te ou tpu t in the period 
p r io r  to union con tract nego tia ­
tions. “ Inventories are lik e ly  to 
be b u ilt  up in  an tic ip a tion  o f pos­
sible m idyea r s trikes and cost 
increases,”  observes Lew is L. 
Schellbach, o f S tandard &  Poors, 
in  the Dec. 18 N. Y. W orld  T e l­
egram . „S p e a k in g  o f p roduction 
genera lly , he adds: “ There is 
reason fo r  be liev ing  th a t the peak 
o f a c t iv ity  m ay be seen some­
tim e  in the f i r s t  s ix  m onths, 
and th a t the second h a lf  m ay be 
less sa tis fa c to ry .”

Wall Street Jams War Pact 
Down Throat of French Govt.

What Does Kremlin’s 
Blood Purge Mean ?

By John G. Wright
On Dec. 24, 1954, exactly one year after the execution 

of Beria and “ six aides,”  the Malenkov regime announced 
s till another “ public tr ia l”  and execution of four more

highly-placed “ Beria plotters,”  &
plus tw o subordinates who receiv 
ed s t i f f  prison term s. These la test 
known v ic tim s o f the con tinu ing 
post-S ta lin  blood purge were 
headed by V. S. Abakum ov plus 
three o f h is ch ie f secret police 
aides. Tt was none o th e r than 
S ta lin  who appointed Abakum ov 
M in is te r o f State S ecu rity  
(M oscow fa lse ly  ascribed the ap­
po in tm ent to  B e ria ).

Abakum ov served as secret- 
police ch ie f fro m  the m iddle o f 
1046 to the spring  o f 1952, i.e. 
th ro u g h o u t the in it ia l,  h ig h ly  
c r it ic a l, s ix  pos tw ar years. In ­
volved w ith  h im  were his ch ie f 
deputy A . G. Leonov, and tw o o f 
th e  la tte r ’s aides, V. I .  Kom arov 
and M. T. L ikhachev. The fram e- 
up was staged in Leningrad, nex t 
in im portance on ly  to  Moscow, 
and i t  was tied in  w ith  the so- 
called “ Len ing rad  case”  o f 1949. 
C learly  there is no th ing  “ m in o r”  
about th is  1954 version o f the 
“ 'Beria p lo t.”

From  the outset The M ilita n t 
has characterized the M alenkov 
reg im e as a reg im e o f cris is , in ­
capable o f m a in ta in in g  its e lf  
w ith ou t the method o f purge, as 
its  indispensable method o f rule. 
Once again th is  has been s t r ik ­
in g ly  confirm ed. Events have at 
the same tim e crush ing ly  re fu ted 
the uno ffic ia l apologists fo r  the 
M alenkov regime and its  alleged 
“ new look,”  such as the jo u rn a lis t 
Isaac Deutscher, Polish ex-Com- 
m un is t, today zealous se rv ito r o f 
B r it is h  cap ita lism .

The Abakum ov blood purge, 
ju s t as the post-S ta lin  purges 
preceding i t ,  serves m any func-

tions. Space pe rm its  on ly a b r ie f 
lis tin g  here. F irs t, i t  serves to 
in tim ida te  and crush a ll po litica l 
opposition, every s t ir r in g  o f 
c r it ic a l tho ugh t and discontent. 
I t  is p ro o f positive the re  is mass 
discontent in the USSR; and 
fu rth e rm o re  th a t th is  discontent 
has found its  expression among 
the Soviet in te llectua ls . (The 
tim in g  o f the “ t r ia l ”  coincides 
qu ite nea tly  w ith  the convening 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e in 20 years o f 
the  A ll-U n io n  Congress o f the 
Soviet- w rite rs . M oreover, the 
“ p lo tte rs ”  are charged w ith  
crim es aga inst “ representatives 
o f Soviet in te llig e n ts ia .” )

SCAPEGOATS
Second, the pu rge  provides 

scapegoats fo r  the ru inous con­
sequences o f the K re m lin ’s own 
polic ies and method o f m anage­
m ent, w h ile , a t the same tim e, 
lash ing ' the bureaucratic ranks 
to g re a te r e ffo rts . The regim e 
today needs scapegoats to ex­
p la in  aw ay the Soviet fa rm  
cris is. On the very  same day the 
Abakum ov f ram cup was an­
nounced, P a rty  S e e r  e ta r  y 
Khrushchev issued a “ den ia l”  
there was any “ bread shortage,”  
a d m ittin g  in the same breath 
th a t there were “ certain, food 
scarcities.”

The reg im e today needs scape­
goats fo r  its  oppressive ru le . 
Abakum ov &  Co. (p lus B eria  o f 
course), you see, have been 
responsible fo r  a ll the abom ina­
tions in the course o f the in it ia l 
pos tw ar years. (The main charge 

(Continued on page 2)

Do Billionaire 
Foundations 
Aid "Reds” ?

Representative B. C a rro ll Reece 
(R -T enn .), Chairm an o f the 
House Special Com m ittee to  In ­
vestigate Tax - E xem pt Founda­
tions and Comparable O rgan iza­
tions, issued a m a jo r ity  report 
Dec. 19 over the objections o f the 
two Dem ocratic com m ittee mem­
bers. The N. Y. T imes, Dec. 21 in 
an ed ito ria l deplored the “ sen­
sationa l and irresponsib le  char­
ge,”  in  the report “ tha t the na­
tio n ’s leading foundations have 
‘d ire c tly  supported subversion’.”

The Reece rep o rt charges th a t 
the country is faced w ith  a 
“ ra p id ly  increasing b ir th  ra te  o f 
foundations.”  The “ com pelling 
m o tiv a tio n ”  behind th is  rap id  in ­
crease is “ tax  p lann ing ra th e r 
tha n  ‘c h a r ity , ’ ”  the re p o rt says. 
Since 1930 foundations have in ­
creased fro m  200 to an estim ated 
5,000 to 6,000 w ith  assets o f 
about $7 b illio n  and an annual 
income o f $675 m illio n .

The rep o rt deals w ith  recent 
excursions by the foundations 
in to  the field o f social science. I t  
is here, Reece charges, th a t “ sub­
version”  takes place. The E ncy­
clopedia o f the Social Sciences, 
called the “ Supreme C ourt”  o f 
socia1! science, sponsored by 
the Rockefeller Foundation , C ar­
negie C orpora tion o f New  Y ork  
and the Sage Foundation , is 
singled ou t fo r  special a tten tion . 
Lack o f “ o b je c tiv ity ”  in  assigning 
w rite rs  is one o f th e  maim 
charges. “ S oc ia lis t,”  “ M a rx is t”  
and o ther “ le ft is ts ”  were assign­
ed to w r ite  on “ le f t ”  subjects and 
(as i f  to add in s u lt to in ju ry )  
“ le ft is ts ”  were also assigned to 
•write on “ r ig h t ”  subjects!

The re p o rt also carries a 
"d ire c tiv e ”  to the foundations 
th a t in the fu tu re  a ll “ socia l”  
studies m ust be taboo. I t  speaks 
fa vo ra b ly  o f g ra n ts  made fo r  
s tudy o f re lig ion , the  physica l 
sciences and medicine, bu t is 
h ig h ly  c r it ic a l o f social studies 
and condemns them as “ em p irica l 
research, as contrasted w ith  
theore tica l research.”  The Kinsey 
studies are cited by the re p o rt 
as a horadóle example o f w ha t 
not to  do.

The Democrats, Representa­
tives W ayne L . Hayes o f Ohio 
and Oracle Pfost o f Idaho, sa id : 
“ The tax-exem pt foundations o f 
th is  nation have been indicted and 
convicted under procedures that 
can on ly be characterized as 
barbaric .”

The U n ited  Nations voted on 
Dec. 10 to bar nego tia tions be­
tween tire Dutch and Indonesian 
governm ents over W estern New 
Guinea. The Dutch now occupy 
the te r r ito ry  claimed by the In ­
donesians as p a rt o f th e ir  na­
tiona l soil. A ll the western 
colonial powers voted, to bar 
negotiations.

U rge  New' M ilita r is m  Scheme

Federal Court Upholds 
Police-State Measure

By Daniel Roberts
By a two-to-one vote, the Federal Court of Appeals 

upheld the McCarran Act of 1951 as constitutional. The 
court upheld the ruling of the Subversive Activities Con­
trol Board, re q u irin g  the Com- *>-
m un is t P a rty  to reg is te r w ith  
the A tto rney-G enera l as a “ fo r ­
eign dom inated subversive”  o r­
ganization*

B y the  te rm s of. the law  
authored by the la te  w itc h -h u n t­
in g  Senator fro m  Nevada, the 
C. P. w ou ld  have to tu rn  over 
its  en tire  m em bership l is t  and 
subm it re g u la r fina nc ia l reports  
co the Justice D e p a r t m e n t .  
.Should the p a rty  o ff ic ia ls  fa il to 
do so, in d iv idu a l members would 
be requ ired to re p o rt themselves 
to  the A tto rney-G enera l. Penalty 
fo r  non-com pliance would be five  
years in  prison and $10,000 fine .

In  his d issen ting opinion, Judge 
David L . Bazelon held th a t the 
M cCarran Law should be declared 
unconstitu tiona l because i t  v io ­
la tes the F if th  Am endm ent. T h is  
is the section o f tho B ill o f 
R ights  which pro tects ind iv idua ls  
fro m  having to te s t ify  against 
themselves.

Bazelon said th a t th rea ten ing 
ind iv idua ls  w ith  c r im in a l penal­
ties unless they disclosed “ in ­
tim a te  associations w ith  the Com­
m un ist p a r ty ”  forces them to

Watch For
“ M y L ife  in S ta lin 's  Con­

cen tra tion  Camps.”  The M il i ­
tan t w ill soon publish a series 
o f a rtic les  by B r ig it te  Ger- 
land, jo u rn a lis t and old m il i­
ta n t o f the German Commu­
nist P a rty , who recently 
returned from  e igh t years of 
im prisonm ent in A rc tic  C ircle 
exile regions.

give “ s e lf- in c r im in a tin g  tes tim o­
ny.”  The U. S. Supreme Court, 
he said, had already ru led to 
th a t e ffec t.

The m a jo r ity  o f the cou rt —  
ju dg es  P retty.:nail and Danher —  
disregard Bazelon’s reasoning. 
They also dismissed argum ents 
o f the a tto rney  fo r  the Com m un­
is t P a rty  th a t the M cC arran Law  
vio lates the F ir s t  Am endm ent o f 
the C onstitu tion  p ro te c ting  the 
r ig h t  o f fre e  speech.

The m a jo r ity  upheld the  fo r ­
m ula o f a ll w itch -hun te rs  th a t 
a w o rld -w ide  “ C om m unist move­
m en t”  a lleged ly menaces every 
governm ent in the w o rld  and 
th a t th is  presented a “ c lear and 
present danger”  to the U. S. 
Government. In  an in te rp re ta tio n  
o f the legal m ax im  th a t com­
p le te ly  reversed its  tra d itio n a l 
m eaning, the m a jo r ity  judges 
held th a t “ c lear”  means “ ac tua l”  
and “ present”  means “ th a t which 
exists.”

The C om m unist P a rty , they 
held, doesn’t  m ere ly conduct a 
discussion b u t puts fo rw a rd  a 
“ program  o f action.”  T h is  en­
t it le s  the governm ent to  proceed 
le g a lly  aga ins t the pa rty .

Said the judges: “ (Com m un­
ism ’s) aspects m ay be fre e ly  
discussed in  ph ilosophical d isser­
ta tions, bu t in the fie ld  o f action 
a Governm ent m ust be rea lis tic  
and fac tua l. The r ig h t  o f free  
expression ceases a t the po in t 
where i t  leads to harm  to the 
Governm ent.”

B u t action th a t is not “ ph ilo ­
sophical d isse rta tion ”  m ig h t be 
be po litica l. The Com m unist P ar- 
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But Hairline Vote Reversal Spells 
Setback for American Imperialism

By Art Preis
DEC. 30 — Wall Street imperialism has given another graphic demonstration of 

what has made the United States a hated country throughout the world. This is the 
brutal and open campaign the Big Business government in Washington waged to jam

GREATER MILITARIZATION 
PROPOSED BY WILSON

On Dec. 20, Defense Secretary Charles E. Wilson 
announced that the Eisenhower Administration planned a 
403,000 cut in the armed forces to take effect bv June 
1956. ®-

W i l s o n  declared th a t the 
change arose from  the A dm in is ­
tra t io n ’s be lie f th a t the th rea t 
o f g lobal w a r has decreased. The 
“ new look”  m il ita ry  move is 
the re fo re  in line  w ith  the “ new 
look”  fo re ign  po licy o f the U, S. 
Governm ent o f es tab lish ing a 
balance o f power deal w ith  the 
Soviet U n ion and China.

The cuts were announced de­
spite the g re a t anx ie ty  W ash ing­
ton feels about the spread in  Indo­
ch in a  and o ther pa rts  o f Asia  of 
“ creeping com m unism ”  which is 
the name the ru l in g  circ les g ive 
to  the revo lu tiona ry  movements 
fo r  na tiona l independence and 
social change. The Korean ex­
perience and e ig h t years o f un­
successful w a r waged by French 
im p e ria lism  in  Indo-China have

San Francisco 
Teachers Denied 
Political Rights

S A N  FR A N C IS C O , Deo 22 
—The Board o f Education last- 
n ig h t placed d rastic  l im ita ­
tions on the  p o litica l r ig h ts  
o f  c ity  teachers by a fiv c - to - 
one vote d e p riv ing  teachers 
o f the r ig h t  to cam paign fo r  
candidates in c ity , county or 
school d is tr ic t  elections.

T h is  unprecedented po litica l- 
gag move was ins tiga ted  by 
John G. Levison, a Chamber 
o f Commerce supported can­
didate fo r  Board o f Education 
in  the las t election. An organ­
ized cam paign of teachers and 
parents had unsuccessfu lly op­
posed his candidacy and his 
po licy o f slashing the school 
budget.

The re s tr ic tio n  o f teacher’s 
po litica l r ig h ts  was accompa­
nied by a ru lin g  o f the Board’s 
lega l counsel g ra n tin g  i t  pow­
er to contro l teacher’s a c t iv i­
ties, no t on ly  d u rin g  school 
hours, b u t a fte r  as w e ll.

V igorous opposition to the 
measure and its  fa r-reach ing  
a n ti - dem ocratic im p lica tions  
has come fro m  a ll sections of 
the local labor movement, the 
da ily  press and the A m erican 
Federation o f Teachers.

convinced the A d m in is tra tio n  th a t 
i t  cannot hope to  smash these 
re vo lu tio n a ry  m o v e  m e n t  s by 
means o f lim ite d  “ police actions.”

A nd the w orld  re la tionsh ip  o f 
forces does not p e rm it the U. S. 
governm ent to engage in a global 
atom ic w a r fo r  the preservation 
o f cap ita lism  a t th is  tim e.

B u t despite these cuts, the 
Eisenhower A d m in is tra tio n  con­
tinues and ac tu a lly  broadens its  
long-te rm  prepara tions fo r  W orld  
W a r I I I .  As Hanson Baldw in, 
m il ita ry  exp e rt o f the N. Y. 
T im es said on Dec. 26, the re ­
v is ions “ are in line  w ith  the 
A d m in is tra tio n ’s th in k in g  th a t 
the na tion  m ust be prepared fo r  
a long period o f readiness . . . 
w ith o u t p u ttin g  a k il l in g  burden 
on the budget.”

Defense S ecre tary W ilson ex­
plained th a t the U.S. G overn­
ment, because o f its  in d u s tr ia l 
s treng th  and tra ined  manpower, 
can be fle x ib le  as to the size o f 
its  s tand ing a rm y  w ith o u t im ­
p a ir in g  its  a b il i ty  to step up the 
w a r drive  a t any tim e. The same 
m igh t be said fo r  s tockp ilin g  con­
ven tional weapons used in  wait.

On the o the r hand, as Secre­
ta ry  o f State Dulles made clear 
in his press in te rv ie w  on Dec. 
21, the U . S. w arm akers w an t to  
be ready to drop hydrogen bombs 
whenever they decide to ju n k  the 
oo licy o f coexistence w ith  the 
Soviet bloc and China. T h a t is 
w hy tho m il ita ry  budget fo r  the 
next years w ill fea tu re  new ou t­
lays fo r  a tom ic weapons, guided 
m issiles and planes.

Constant experim enta tion  and 
developm ent w ill be carried  out 
in these lines. The A ir  Force 
alone o f the m il ita ry  branches 
w ill not be cut.

A lthough  the s tand ing A rm y  
and N avy w ill be reduced, the 
Eisenhower A d m in is tra tio n  has 
announced a new reserve system 
which, according to Hanson B a ld­
win reproseti's essentia lly  a U n ­
iversa l M il ita ry  T ra in in g  program  
—  the hated scheme the m il i ta r ­
ists have been t ry in g  to  pu t over 
fo r  years. The d ra ft its e lf  is to 
be extended fo r  fo u r years, a l­
though a t a reduced rate.

A ll reserves w ill have to un­
dergo periodica l t ra in in g  under 
a com pulsory program .

Reuther Shows His Real Political Colors
By Murry Weiss

T w o th ings  o f im portance hap­
pened at the CIO  convention 
around the debate on the Labor 
P a rty  question. (1 ) W a lte r Iteu- 
the r presented, w ith ou t any am ­
b ig u ity , a defense o f the tw o- 
c a p ita lis t-p a rty  system. (2 ) He 
presented a theore tica l ju s t if ic a ­
tion  fo r  the po litica l line  o f the 
A m erican labor bureaucracy.

The b ir th  o f the CIO d u rin g  
the s to rm y s trugg les o f the T h ir ­
ties square ly posed the question 
o f an independent class po litica l 
o rgan iza tion  o f the w orkers. In  
the ensuing decades, however, 
the labo r m ovem ent has become 
closely tied to c a p ita lis t po litics. 
The exp lanation fo r  th is  lies in 
an understand ing o f the ro le of 
the labor bureaucracy.

The R euthe r-type o ffic ia ls  o f 
the CIO  section o f the  labor 
movem ent have played a double 
game a ll these years. In  prac­
tice they were draw n m ore and 
more Coward a pa rtne rsh ip  w ith  
the  c a p ita lis t libe ra ls  w ith in  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty . B u t the pres­
sures o f the class s tru g g le  and 
the a ll-too -apparen t character o f

the Democrats as a po litica l tool I 
o f B ig  ¡Business, forced them  to 
hedge on th is  line ; they  always 
whispered i t  around th a t o f course 
they were fo r  a Labo r P a rty , i t  
was on ly  a question o f tactics 
and tim in g . B ut “ tac tics”  always 
seemed to  ca ll fo r  supporting  a 
cap ita lis t p a rty  and “ t im in g ”  a l­
ways called fo r  postponing the 
o rgan iza tion  o f a Labor P a rty  to 
an ever-receding fu tu re .

The OK) convention m arked a 
change in  th is  course. R euther 
came out openly aga inst a Labor 
P a rty . N o t on grounds th a t “ now 
is  no t the tim e .”  He le f t  such 
fo rm u la tio ns  to E m il Mazey, who 
needs them as catch phrases to 
cover his tra n s itio n  from  m ilita n t 
advocacy o f a Labor P a rty  in 
the past to the adoption o f the 
new Reuther position.

R euther attacked the Labor 
P a rty  because i t  did no t corres­
pond to the “ rea litie s  o f the po l­
it ic a l society”  we live  in: The 
Labor P a rty , he contended, was 
a European idea which has no 
app lica tion  to the U n ited States.

L e t us c ite  R euther’s argum ents 
as they were presented a t the

CIO convention. Since they are 
no t rea d ily  ava ilab le  to most 
w orkers  we w ill quote his exact 
words extensive ly :

W H Y  NO LA B O R  P A R T Y ?
“ W ha t are we t ry in g  to do in 

the Am erican p o lit ic a l scene ? 
W ell, we o f the CIO occupy a 
unique position, when our b ro th ­
ers across the sea who come 
fro m  countries th a t have labo r 
parties ask us, ‘How come you 
don’t  have a labo r p a rty  in A m ­
e rica ? ’ Then we have to exp la in  
the whole d iffe re n t h is to rica l 
developm ent o f the Am erican 
po litica l system , o f the essential 
d iffe rence in our cu ltu re , and the 
basic d iffe rence  in  the  social 
s truc tu re  o f A m erica.

“ In  Europe where you have 
society developed along ve ry  clas­
sical economic lines, where you 
have r ig id  class group ings, there 
labor parties are a n a tu ra l p o li­
tica l expression because there 
you have a h ig h ly  fixe d  ciass 
society. B u t A m erica  is a society 
in which social groups are in f lu x ,  
in w h ich we do not have a r ig id  
class s truc tu re .

“ We have sm all businessmen. 
They don’t  re a lly  belong w ith  a 
h igh p r ie s t o f the Republican 
P a rty  who contro ls  B ig  Business 
and the Republican P arty . We 
have m illio ns  o f fa rm ers. They 
are not wage earners. They are 
rea lly, sm all business people who 
have th e ir  w ealth  invested in 
th e ir  land and th e ir  .tools o f p ro ­
duction. They don’t  f i t  in to  any 
na rrow  class structu re . And yet 
they are an essential p a r t  o f the 
v ita l i ty  o f ou r free  p o lit ic a l .sys­
tem and we cannot do in A m e r­
ica w h a t needs do ing excepting 
as we ge t these kind o f people 
jo in in g  forces w ith  us.

“ A  labo r p a rty  would com m it 
the A m erican po litica l system to 
the same na rrow  class s truc tu re  
upon w hich the p o lit ic a l pa rties  
o f Europe are b u ilt .”

We intend to deal tho rough ly  
in subsequent artic les  w ith  these 
a n ti- la b o r-p a rty  argum ents which 
were presented by R euther’s pub­
lic ity  s ta f f  to the press as “ a 
basic change in R euther’s pe r­
sonal ph ilosophy.”  A c tu a lly  they 
represent the “ ph ilosophy”  o f 
the whole cap ita lis t-m inded  labor

bureaucracy in the U n ited  States.
The argum ents arc hy no 

means d is tinguished by o r ig in a l­
ity . They can be found in  any 
keynote address to a N a tion a l 
Association o f M anufactu re rs ’ 
convention. N o r are they d is tin ­
guished by an even elem entary 
grasp o f the most obvious facts 
concerning the social and econ­
om ic s tructu res o f the 11. S. and 
Europe, th e ir  s im ila r itie s  and 
differences.

O ur problem w ill be to show 
how and w hy the leadership o f 
tho. m ost pow erfu l organized w o rk­
ing  class in the w orld  possesses 
as its  theore tica l equipm ent the 
crudest versions o f tho theories 
and propaganda o f the Am erican 
ca p ita lis t ru lin g  class. W e m ust 
also in qu ire : W h y  does Reuther 
openly advance these argum ents 
now ?

F o r the moment, however, we 
w i l l  confine ourselves to on ly one 
aspect o f R euther’s a rgum ent: 
the alleged basic d iffe rence in 
the social s truc tu re  o f Europe 
and the U. S.

Accord ing to Reuther, the prob- 
(C ontinued on page 2)

the German rearm am ent pact 
down France’s th roa t in  obvious 
v io la tio n  o f the w ill o f the French 
people and even the resistance o f 
an im p o rta n t section o f the 
French ru lin g  class.

E isenhower, in  a v ir tu a lly  un­
precedented act o f in te rven tion  in  
the p a rlia m e n ta ry  a ffa irs  o f an­
o th e r sovereign governm ent, re ­
sorted to  public th rea ts  to  force 
'a reve rsa l by the  French Chamber 
o f Deputies o f its  280 to  259 
vote  on Dec. 24 to  re jec t rea rm a­
m en t o f W est Germ any.

“ NO W IL D  R E JO IC IN G ”
The im m ediate e ffec t o f w h a t 

the  U n ited Press described as the 
P resident’s “ de licate w a rn in g ”  —  
as “ de lica te”  as an axe poised 
over the head —  was to s h if t  a 
suffic ient, num ber o f votes o f the 
French Deputies to w in  a s lim  
p lu ra lity  in  fa v o r o f German re - 
arm am ent. In  the fina l vote to ­
day, P rem ier Mendes - France 
could m us te r on'!y a 27 m a jo r ity  
o f the votes cast, b u t fa ile d  to 
ge t a m a jo r ity  o f a ll Deputies 
because o f num erous abstentions.

A  previous 289 to  251 vote in  
the Chamber o f Deputies on Dec. 
27, to  in v ite  the Bonn govern­
m ent to  p a rtic ip a te  in  the  N o rth  
A t la n t ic  T re a ty  O rgan iza tion , 
gave the E isenhower ad m in is tra ­
tio n  the hope th a t th is  tim e  its  
in te rven tion  would ram  the whole 
G e r m a n  rea rm am en t pact 
th rough . B u t th is  prospect 
b ro ug h t “ no w ild  re jo ic ing  in  
Bonn, London o r W ashing ton,”  
reported the U n ited  Press on 
Dec. 28.

A M O R A L D E F E A T
E ve ry  in fo rm ed com m entator 

adm its th a t W a ll S tree t and its  
a llie s  among the French ru lin g  
class have su ffe red  a s tin g in g  
m ora l de feat w h ich  could no t be 
re trieved  by the belated reversa l 
o f the vote fo llo w in g  a d irec t 
th re a t fro m  a fo re ig n  power. 
Everyone in France cannot bu t 
fee l in d ig na tion  th a t th is  reversal 
—  by  a  s lim  m arg in , to  be sure —  
came d ire c tly  in  response to 
E isenhow er’s s ta tem ent th a t the 
“ adverse vote o f yesterday (Dec. 
24) was one o f u tm os t s e ri­
ousness. However, we cannot be­
lieve th a t th is  represents the 
fina l F rench decision on th is  
m a tte r.”

To anyone who understands 
the language o f d iplom acy, th is  
was no th ing  less than an u l t i ­
m atum  to the French govern­
m en t: “ C a rry  ou t our demand 
th a t you approve the German 
rearm am ent pact, o r else — ”  The 
“ o r else”  was p a rtia lly  spelled 
out in a Dec. 25 Associated Press 
dispatch from  W ash ing ton :

“ Congress is bound to  look 
ca re fu lly  a t requests fo r  g ran ts  
o f a id  to France in the l ig h t  o f 
the A ssem bly’s w obb ling on re ­
a rm ing  Germ any. O f course 
should the re jection  be upheld the 
e ffe c t m ig h t be d isastrous fro m  
the s tandpo in t o f fu tu re  A m e r­
ican a id .”

F rench cap ita lism  and the 
French em pire, inc lud ing  French 
Indo-Ghm a and N o rth  A fr ic a , are 
w h o lly  dependent fo r  su rv iva l on 
U.S. do lla rs and arm s. In  re a lity ,  
the F rench ru lin g  Class is no th in g  
bu t a pensioner o f W a ll S treet, 
dependent on U.S. bounty. Should 
th a t  be w ith d ra w n , the. c rum b lin g  
French em pire would fa ll in to  
du s t in qu ick order. Thus, W asli- 
ingjton’s th re a t o f w ith h o ld in g  
economic, aid sounds like  a 
sentence o f death to the French 
ru lers .

H O LLO W  V IC T O R Y
B u t w h a t k ind  o f “ v ic to ry ”  does 

a favo rab le  vote by France on 
German rearm am ent mean lender 
the  circum stances o f compliance 
to such a th rea t?

The Dec. 29 N . Y. W orld  
Telegram  adm its e d ito r ia lly  th a t 
“ any v ic to ry  must be ho llow  in  
the  present F rench mood. . . 
France, by her in s ta b ility , a l­
ready has reduced the B ig  Three 

(C ontinued on page 3)

Defense Sec. Charles E. W ilson ( le f t )  and Asst. Defense 
Sec. C arte r Burgess, ch ie f o f m anpower and personnel, are shown 
in  W ashington as they unveiled th e ir  new d ra ft -m il ita ry  scheme 
to line up 17 to 19-year-olds fo r  m ilita ry  service, inc lud ing 9>/2 
years in the reserves sub ject to conscrip tion on ca ll.
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A Closer Look a t D.C. Schools

A Negro WAC Goes Home
A good part of the American population travels home 

fo r the holidays. That part which is Negro and has to 
travel through the South is subjected to the injustice and 
humiliation of Jim Crow transportation. Back in 1946 the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that segregation in bus travel 
was unconstitutional. Nevertheless it  continues in practice.

Last October the Interstate Commerce Commission 
condoned Jim Crow buses in the South. I t  dismissed the 
case of Sarah Keyes, a member of the Women’s Auxiliary 
Corps of the U.S. Arm y who was traveling home on 
furlough.

When the ICC ruled that Miss Keyes had not been 
subjected to “ unreasonable prejudice”  or “ unjust discrim­
ination”  in 1952, she w'as interviewed by Arnold deMille of 
the Michigan Chronicle. Here is some of her story:

“ The trip  was rather pleasant until we got to Roanoke 
Rapids (North Carolina), about 200 miles from.my home. 
I t  was around midnight. A new driver took over and 
collected the tickets. When he took mine, he motioned to 
someone in the back of the bus to come forward and told 
me to move to the back. No one was sitting next to me 
and' I told him I was comfortable where I was.

“ He continued to collect the tickets, but on returning 
to the fron t of the bus, he handed me back my ticket and 
said, ‘So you prefer to s it here!’

“ Not another word ,-was said. He left{ the bus and in 
about four or five minutes returned. He stood in the door­
way and announced that he wanted all of the passengers 
to get o ff and take another bus, ‘except the woman who 
refused to move. She can stay seated there until this bus 
moves out.’ I  admit I was puzzled and confused. I knew 
something was going on but didn’t  know exactly what. 
Anyway I got up and followed the other passengers: The 
driver took everybody’s ticket. When I handed him mine, 
he snapped, ‘You’re not riding this bus tonight..’

“ I was excited and nervous but remained calm and 
spoke without raising my voice. I asked him if  the bus was 
going to Rocky Mount. He answered: ‘Yes but you ain’t  
riding it . ’ While I was talking to him l heard a man’s voice 
from the side saying, ‘Is this the one?’ The driver said, 
‘Yes.’ I t  was a policeman. He told me, ‘Git on over here 
out of the w ay!’

“ I told him I  wanted to get home and had a ticket to 
ride the bus. ‘Why can’t  I get on?’ I asked him. He never 
answered. So I went into the bus station to see i f  I  could 
find someone who could help me. A g irl was sitting at the 
lunch counter. She asked i f  I  wanted a ticket. I told her I 
had one but wasn’t  allowed to get on, the bus. Who could 
help me, I asked her.

“ She went out to where the policeman and another 
man were standing’. She said something to them and went 
back into the station w ithout saying anything to me. I 
went backvto the officer and asked him why I couldn’t  get 
on the bus. '

“ One of them said, ‘Lady, you know white and colored 
ain’t  allowed to sit together.’ Before I could say much 
more, a man’s voice called out to the poilceman, ‘Take her 
away! Don’t  let her stay here tonight.’

“ The policeman then said, ‘Come on we’re going to 
take you down and lock you up.’ He jerked me by the arm 
and pulled me to a car. When I  asked why I  was being 
locked up, he said: ‘We’ll get you for something.’ I was put 
in ja il and kept there until about, 3 P. M. the next day, 
which was Saturday.”

Miss Keyes got out on bail and w ith the backing of 
her family went to court. The Chief of police called in 
the manager of the bus terminal and the ticket girl. They 
swore she had gone “ screaming up and down the place 
and swearing for all I was worth.”

“ The officer got on the stand and said, I  called him 
an SOB. Why you know i f  I  had called him that he would 
have tried to k ill me then and there. What defense would 
I  have had against him and the rest of them?”

The judge found her guilty. The ICC examiner agreed 
w ith the judge and ruled that there is nothing wrong with 
Negroes being ordered to the back of buses anyhow. 
Courageous Miss Keyes plans to figh t her case up to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

. . .  Reuther’s Politics

By George Lavan
How fa r  has school in te g ra tion  

gone in  the nation 's  cap ita l?  Is  
i t  progressing at “ a fas t c lip ”  
as the N . Y . T im es and many 
others have asserted?

B efore answ ering le t us take 
a look at the fig u re s  presented 
by the A meriean F riend  Service 
C om m ittee (Q uakers). The sta­
tis tics  are as o f Nov. 4, 1954.

B E FO R E  A N D  A F T E R
Before segregation was o f f i ­

c ia lly  abolished in  W ashington, 
schools were segregated in to  D iv ­
ision I  schools (w h ite )  and D iv ­
is ion  I I  (N e g ro ). Here is the 
p ic tu re  today in  the fo rm e rly  
D iv is ion  I I  schools.

O f fo u r  h igh schools three s t i l l  
have a 100% Negro student body 
and the o the r has a s ingle w h ite  
student. The two Negro voca­
tion a l h igh schools are s t i l l  a ll-  
Negro.

O f the eleven Jun io r H igh  
Schools, which were o f f ic ia lly  
a ll-N e g ro  before the Supreme 
C ourt decision, seven are s t ill 
a ll-N egro . The rem a in ing  fo u r 
have respective ly 14, 11, 1 and 
1 w h ite  students. The in f in ite s i­
m al am ount o f in te g ra tio n  in the 
fo rm e rly  a ll-N e gro  schools above 
the e lem entary grades is seen 
when the fig u re s  are pu t toge­
ther:, In  these 17 schools in te g ra ­
tion  has m eant on ly  the in tro ­
duction o f 28 w h ite  students.

(Continued from  page 1) 
lem. o f the A m erican labo r move­
m ent in  po litics , as d istinguished 
fro m  European labo r movements 
which fo rm ed Labor P arties, is 
th a t we have in A m erica  such 
social groups as sm all business­
men and sm all fa rm ers. B ut 
where is th is  d iffe re n t than E u­
rope? Isn ’ t  Reuther aw are o f 
the existence o f the m iddle class 
in  European countries as well as 
the U . S.? A nd yet he cites the 
A m erican fa rm ers  and sm all busi­
nessmen as p roo f o f the absence 
o f r ig id  class d is tinc tions  in the 
U . S. and concludes th a t the re­
fo re  we cannot have a Labor 
P a rty .

In  a certa in  sense the a lle ­
giance o f the m iddle class, w h ich  
stands between the monopoly 
cap ita lis ts  and the in d u s tr ia l 
w orkers, is the ob ject o f the  class 
s tru g g le  in po litics . The ca p ita l­
is ts , both in Europe and A m er­
ica, t r y  to m a in ta in  th e ir  po li 
t ic a l dom ination over the m iddle 
class, th rou gh  the mechanism o f 
c a p ita lis t libe ra lism . On the other 
hand, the w o rke rs ’ parties in  
Europe have won the m iddle class 
to  th e ir  side tim e and again, a t­
ta in in g  thereby enormous m a jo r­
it ie s  on the electora l arena.

In  1945 fo r  example the Labor 
P a r ty  o f G reat B r ita in  won an 
ove rw helm ing m a jo r ity  a t the 
po lls  precisely because i t  m obi­
lized the sm all business people, 
the  w o rk in g  fa rm ers , the demo­
b ilized soldiers, the professionals, 
etc. to  its  side. A f te r  the ex­

perience o f the w a r, the B r it is h  
w orkers and the m iddle class 
were fed un w ith  cap ita lism  and 
expressed th is  fe e lin g  by a vote 
fo r  socialism  and the Labor P a rty  
at the polls'.

I t  m ay be pointed ou t th a t the 
Labo r P a rty  o f Eng land and the 
w o rke rs ’ pa rties  o f Europe los t 
th e ir  in fluence over the  m iddle 
class. I n  the 1930’s th is  even re ­
sulted in  the  swung o f sections 
o f the m iddle class to  fascism  
in  I ta ly ,  G erm any and Spain. 
T h a t’s true . B u t th is  loss was 
no t a re su lt o f the existence o f 
Labo r P arties. On the con tra ry , 
in so fa r as these Labor Parties 
subordinated themselves to  the 
pa rties  o f ca p ita lis t libe ra lism , 
in so fa r as they fa iled  to c a rry  
ou t a c lass-strugg le  po litica l p ro ­
gram  o f the w o rk in g  class, they 
alienated m iddle-class support.

The lesson o f th is  experience' 
is  not to re fra in  from  b u ild in g  
a Labor P a rty , but to  understand 
th a t independent class po litica l 
o rgan iza tion , in  and o f its e lf, 
does no t guarantee v ic to ry . W hat 
is required is not on ly a Labor 
P a rty  but a p rogram  o f class 
s trugg le .

In  any case R euthe r’s theory 
o f the. “ p e c u lia r ity ”  o f the  A m ­
erican social s truc tu re  because o f 
the existence o f a m iddle class 
doesn’t  stand up under any sort 
o f exam ination . W ha t purpose 
th is  theory  serves and a fu r th e r  
discussion o f its  fa llac ies  w i l l  be 
dea lt w ith  in  fu tu re  artic les .

R acist Dem onstrators

Incidents s im ila r  to th is  scene o f w h ite  women p icke ting  
Pub lic School 22 in B a ltim ore  to  pro test in te g ra tio n  o f Negro 
ch ild ren have also occurred in W ashington, D. € ., the na tion ’s 
cap ita l, as pressure to prevent enforcem ent o f the Supreme 
C ourt’s ru lin g  against school segregation.

W h a t is the p ic tu re  in  the 03 
fo rm e r Negro e lem entary schools? 
F ifte en  are s t i l l  a ll-N e g ro ; 24 
have less than  1%  w h ite  e n ro ll­
m ent, 13 have less than 10 %  
w h ite  en ro llm ent and on ly  one 
has over 10%. Thus among the 
56,410 N egro ch ild ren now in  the 
fo rm e r N egro  schools o f W ash­
in g ton  the re  are today on ly 448 
w h ite  ch ildren. Sure ly th is  per­
centage r iv a ls  the fam ous 99 
44/100%  claim o f the Iv o ry  soap 
ads.

W H IT E  SCHOOLS
The p ic tu re  is a* t r i f le  be tte r 

when a look is taken a t the fo r ­
m er D iv is ion  I  (w h ite ) schools. 
O f seven h igh schools, s ix  have 
some N egro students: one has 
less than 2% N egro students, 
two have less than 10%, w h ile  
three have over 10%. One of 
these —  M cK in ley  H ig h  —  is, 
however, re a lly  in tegra ted  w ith  
42%> o f the student body N egro . 
The three w h ite  vocational high 
schools s t i l l  rem ain lily -w h ite .

■In a ll eleven fo rm e rly  w h ite  
ju n io r h igh  schools there is some 
degree o f in te g ra tio n , a lthough 
in  fo u r the  Negro children com­
prise less than  tw o percent. In  
on ly one are the races nearly  
balanced.

O f the Cl fo rm e r D iv is ion  I 
(w h ite ) e lem entary schools, ten 
rem ain li ly -w h ite  and 13 have 
less tha n  2% Negro enro llm ent. 
O n ly in 17 is there a t least 30% 
o f e ithe r w h ite  or Negro.

However sm all the to ta l num ­
ber —  8,091 —  o f N egro c h il­
dren now in fo rm e rly  w h ite  
schools may seem, i t  fa r  s u r­
passes the to ta l num ber — 418 
—  o f w h ite  ch ildren now in fo r ­
m erly  N egro  schools. W hat in ­
teg ra tion  there has been has been 
p r im a r ily  a one-way in teg ra tion .

R E A L IS T IC  P IC T U R E
E ig h t thousand o f W ashing­

ton ’s 64,500' Negro schoolchildren 
have been trans fe rre d  fro m  th e ir 
J im  Crow schools to fo rm e r 
w h ite  schools. The fo rm e r a ll-  
N egro schools rem a in  basica lly

J im  C row  w ith  448 w h ite  s tu ­
dents sprink led  among 56,000 
N egro  students fo r  w indow  dress­
in g .

Thus to  some in W ash ing ton 
the in te g ra tio n  seemed a m ig ra ­
tio n  ( i t  was re a lly  a ve ry  modest 
in f i lt ra t io n  o f w h ite  schools) ra ­
the r than a tru e  m ix in g  o f the 
students regardless o f race. T h is  
la tte r  would have been the na 
tu ra l th in g  to d o -in  W ashington 
since housing segregation there 
is not by d is tr ic t. A lm o s t every 
neighborhood in the c ity  has its  
w h ite  and N egro sections and 
both w h ite  and Negro schools 
had to be b u ilt  in  the past to 
service the  same neighborhoods.

The ha rsh  fac ts  about the lim ­
ited in te g ra tio n  in  W ashington 
schools is no t presented to  d is­
courage the enemies o f J im  
Crow bu t ra th e r to p e rm it a 
rea lis tic  appra isa l o f the s itu a ­
tion  and o f w ha t has to  be done. 
F o r ipany the fa c t tha t segrega­
tion  has been breached a t a ll in  
D ix ie-m inded D. C. overshadows 
the slim  figu res . T rue, the J im  
Crow  school w a ll has been breach 
ed and a few  children have made 
th e ir  w ay th rough . B u t w hat 
about the  fu tu re ?  The danger is 
tha t the a u tho ritie s  w ill w ant 
to slow down fu r th e r  in te g ra tion  
and rest on the lim ite d  am ount o f 
in te g ra tio n  now in  force.

T h is  danger is a ll the greater 
since the recent, elections. The 
D is tr ic t  o f Colum bia is governed 
by a Com m ittee o f Congress. 
Com m ittees in  the new Congress 
w ill be dom inated by Democrats 
from  the Deep South. Because 
o f th e ir  racism and to  aid th e ir 
states f ig h t  the Supreme Court 
decision, they w ill do a ll they 
can to  ha lt fu r th e r  in te g ra tio n  
in W ashington.

To p reven t th is  and to push 
in te g ra tion  th rough  to complete 
v ic to ry  in the na tio n ’s cap ita l 
w i l l  requ ire  a m ilita n t, un ited 
s trugg le  by the N egro  people, 
the labor m ovem ent and a ll o ther 
enemies o f w h ite  supremacy.

Cleveland Strike 
Broken by Use 
O f Taft-Hartley

Bv Roy Gale
Unions have to figh t every inch of the way today — 

merely to hold on to what they have. That is the reality 
of the class struggle between capital and labor at the 
present tim e. T a f t  - H a rtle y ,- 
“ R ig h t to W o rk ”  Laws, runaw ay 
p lan ts —  these and o ther m e th ­
ods are be ing used e ffe c tive ly  
aga inst the unions. Some sm alle r 
unions have a lready gone under 
before onslaughts o f the em ploy­
ers o r are in danger o f becoming 
casualties. Here are tw o cu rre n t 
exam ples:

A f te r  m ore than one yea r the 
Park D rop Forge Company o f 
C leveland, w ith  the  help o f the 
N LR B , has scored a v ic to ry  
against Local 776 o f the U n ited  
A utom obile  W orkers  o f Am erica  
(C IO ). News and V iews, Ohio 
CIO Council bu lle tin  o f Dec. 3 
called th is  “ a pe rfec t exam ple 
of one o f T a ft-H a r t le y ’s un ion- 
bus ting  clauses a t w o rk .”

The b u lle tin  reported : “ A n
election has been called fo r  a t 
the (P a rk  D rop  F orge ) p lan t to 
determ ine w hether the U A W -C IO  
is to continue to represent the 
s tr ik in g  w orkers. B U T  —  the 
N a tiona l Labor Re lations Board 
has ru led th a t the T a ft-H a rt le y  
A c t prevents the s tr ik in g  em­
ployees from  vo tin g .”

W ith  a ll the  cards stacked 
against them the U A W -C IO  lost 
•he election. O nly fo u r o f those 
allowed to vote (a l l s tr ike rs  were 
barred) voted U A W .

ACLU’s Forecast on Civil Liberties in 1955
By John Thayer

In  its  34th annual rep o rt en­
titled , “ A m erica ’s Need: A  New 
B ir th  o f Freedom,”  the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  Union surveys the 
past year and ventures some pre­
d ic tions fo r  1955.

I t  sees the U. S. .Supreme C ourt 
decision aga inst school segrega­
tio n  as the  ou tstand ing v ic to ry  
o f 1954. N e x t in ran k  come the 
W a tk ins  Com m ittee’s censure o f 
w itch  - hun te r - in  - ch ie f, Senator 
M cC arthy and the counter-a ttack

. . .  Court Upholds 
Police - State Law

fC on tinued from  page 1)
ty  is, in  fa c t, a p o lit ic a l o rgan­
iza tion  pu rsu ing  p o lit ic a l aims. 
The judges did not spec ifica lly  
declare th a t the  r ig h t  o f free 
speech does no t app ly to  po litica l 
a c tiv ity . B u t th is  is w h a t they 
ru led  in e ffec t, when they  gave 
a sweeping d e fin itio n  o f the 
“ c lear and present danger”  m ax­
im  and when they counterposed 
‘‘ ideological and ph ilosophical dis­
se rta tio n ”  w h ich “ m ay be fre e ly  
discussed”  to  a “ p rogram  o f ac­
t io n ”  w h ich the goverm ent m ay 
ban.

By th is  lega l logic, a ll o rgan­
iza tions fo r  social o r p o lit ic a l 
change in  the U . S. inc lud ing  tl>e 
trade unions can come under the 
scope o f the M cC arran and o ther 
police state measures. A  judge 
fo r  instance could f in d  tha t “ p h il­
osophical d isserta tions”  a b o u t  
w o rk ing  conditions in  a p lan t 
“ m ay be fre e ly  discussed,”  bu t 
th a t a “ p rogram  o f action”  to 
organize the workers and con­
duct a s tr ik e  has no con s titu ­
tiona l protection.

S E E K  R E -H E A R IN G
The Subversive A c tiv it ie s  Con­

tro l Board began hearings on 
w hethe r to  l is t  the C om m unist 
P a rty  as “ subversive”  in  A p r i l 
1951. In  A p r i l 1953, the  Board 
handed down a decision aga inst 
the p a rty . E nforcem ent o f the 
law  was held up, however, u n til 
the courts g ive a f in a l de te rm in ­
a tion  on the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f 
the M cC arran A c t.

The law yers  fo r  the  Com m uist 
P a rty  announced on Dec. 24 th a t 
they w il l  seek a re -hea ring  be­
fo re  the Federal Courts o f A p ­
peals, and i f  th is  is refused w il l  
appeal to  the  U . S. Supreme 
C ourt. In  the m eantim e, the Sub­

by educational groups in  defense 
o f academic freedom .

These three events the  A C L U  
believes did more fo r  the  c iv il 
libe rties  s itua tion  in  the la s t s ix  
m onths than has been done in  
a corresponding period fo r  sev­
era l years.

B asing its  v iew  on th is  estim ­
ate and Dem ocratic P a rty  con­
tro l o f the ne x t Congress the re­
p o rt ventures the pred ic tion th a t 
the w itch  hun t w i l l  be slowed 
down in  1955.

A s evidence o f the setback su f­
fe red  by  M cC arthy ism  the  re ­
p o rt said: “ . . . i t  is  s ig n if ic a n t 
th a t, wherever the  issue o f Sen­
a to r M cC arthy was squarely jo in ­
ed in  the Congressional elections 
ju s t  held, the candidate opposed 
to  h im  was v ic to rious. Fairness 
in  leg is la tive  in q u iry  has taken 
a new lease on l i fe . ”

M ost im p o rta n t o f the v ic to ­
ries on the educational fro n t, the 
re p o rt declares, was the counter­
a tta ck  by the foundations w ith  
d iscred ited the Reece C om m ittee ’s 
inves tiga tion  o f them  aimed a t 
p ro v in g  th e ir  “ subversive”  cha r­
acter. “ And yon can ha rd ly  p ick 
up a mass c ircu la tion  magazine 
these days w ith o u t f in d in g  an 
a rtic le  w h ich  a ffo rd s  a t least 
some support fo r  freedom  o f in ­
q u iry  and com m unication in  pub­
lic  and p riva te  schools and col­
leges and un ive rs ities .”

The re p o rt notes the respon­
s ib ili ty  o f libe ra ls  like  H um phrey 
and Lehm an in  the w itch  h u n t: 
“ L ib e ra l Dem ocratic Senators, to 
fend o f f  the charge o f ‘20 years 
o f treason,’ took the lead in  pass­
in g  the C om m unist C on tro l A c t, 
the la tes t le g is la tive  v io la tio n  o f

the v ita l p rinc ip le  tha t nobody 
should be barred from  legal acts 
s im p ly  because he can be pun­
ished i f  he com m its illeg a l acts.”

W H A T ’S A-HEAD
As f6 r  the  year ahead! o f us, 

the A C L U  says: “ W hatever de­
gree o f cooperation in  fo re ig n  
po licy  m ay be achieved by  the 
Republican executive and the 
Dem ocratic le g is la tive  leaders, 
they are a lm ost certa in  to be 
engaged in  a d o g -fig h t over do­
m estic m atte rs  — look ing  tow ard  
the 1956 elections. B u t i t  is p rob­
able th a t ne ithe r p a r ty  w i l l  ca l­
cu la te  th a t i t  can ga in  much 
c red it fo r  its e lf,  o r heap much 
d isc red it on its  opponent, by 
proposing enactm ent o r repeal o f 
law s p a rtic u la r ly  a ffe c tin g  c iv il 
libe rties . T h is  w i l l  be good fo r  
c iv il libe rtie s  in  th a t the re  w il l  
be few e r th rea ts  to  freedom  o f 
speech and association incident 
to new b ills  aimed a t p lu g g in g  
loopholes in  na tiona l security. 
B u t i t  w il l be bad fo r  c iv il l ib ­
erties in th a t, fo r  example, there 
w ill be no federa l c iv il r ig h ts  
le g is la tio n .”

The re p o rt p red icts th a t there 
w i l l  be few e r Congressional 
probes o f lo y a lty  and security  
and more o f the  economic and 
o ther policies o f the E isenhower 
adm in is tra tion . 'Perhaps the f i r ­
ings under the lo y a lty  program  
w i l l  be investigated. “ The C iv il 
Service Commission, the D epa rt­
m ent o f Justice and the secu rity  
o ffice rs  o f the D epartm ent o f 
S tate are going to have to  ans­
wer a lo t o f em barrassing ques­
tions. Perhaps we sha ll even get 
some im provem ent in  passport 
and visa a d m in is tra tion .”

. . .  MALENKOV’S BLOOD PURGE

versive A c tiv it ie s  Contro l Board 
has cited 12 supposedly “ Com­
m un is t F ro n t”  o rgan iza tions and 
refused to  postpone hearings un­
t i l  the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the 
M cC arran A c t is settled.

A l l  defenders o f c iv il libe rties  
should give fu l l  support to  the 
C o m m u n i s t  P a rty ’s appeal 
against the undem ocratic Mc­
C arran Law  and to  the demand 
th a t the Subversive A c tiv it ie s  
C ontro l Board cease a ll fu r th e r  
lis tin g s .

(Continued from  page 1)
in  the in d ic tm e n t consists o f 
abuse o f power, arbitraa-y arrests, 
forced confessions, fran ieups, in  
short, the  custom ary blessings of 
S ta lin is t ru le .)

T h ird , the reg im e m ust at a ll 
costs impede the d irect in te rven ­
t io n  o f the Soviet masses, by 
dem onstra ting  th a t i t  is its e lf  
capable o f re c tify in g  abuses, 
“ abnorm alities,”  “ unpardonable 
v io la tions o f the Soviet laws.”

F o u rth , the purge serves to 
ju s t i fy  a rb itra ry  ru le , above a ll 
secret police ru le, by pe rio d ica lly  
uncovering “ p lo ts ,”  “ enemies o f 
the people,”  “ c rim in a l subversive 
groups.”  The d irec t charge o f 
“ agents o f im p e ria lism ," stressed
so p ro m inen tly  in  the Beria 
fram eup, has been qu ie tly  dropped 
in the in te rests o f the deal w ith  
the W estern im p e ria lis ts  th a t is 
now being negotiated. But i t  is 
im p lic it  in  the tie -up w ith  Beria.

F if th ,  and by no means the 
ieast im p o rta n t o f the pu rge ’s 
functions is th a t i t  regulates the 
bureaucracy’s in te rna l life . H av­
in g  freed its e lf  fro m  a ll exte rna l 
checks and contro ls*, lack ing  h is­
to r ic a lly  s tab ilized class in s t itu ­
tions whereby i t  could regu la te  the

selection, prom otion, re lia b il ity , 
conduct, etc., o f  its  own ranks, 
the bureaucra tic  caste, which 
has no independent roo ts in 
Soviet .production, is forced to 
re so rt m a in ly  to the purge fo r  
such in te rn a l regu la tion .

And fin a lly , the S ta lin is t bu r­
eaucracy, headed by M alenkov, is 
in d ire  need o f “ sa fe ty valves”  
and o ther safeguards against 
“ excesses”  o f a ll sorts —  corrup­
tion , waste, th e ft, ine ffic iency, 
d is lo ya lty  (to  the caste), ou t­
r ig h t  treachery', s lo th fu lness and 
the like  —  cha racte ris tic  tra its  o f 
bureaucrats, th a t is, w h ich  ex­
poses the caste too naked ly be­
fo re  the masses and w hich under­
mine the a d m in is tra tio n  o f Soviet 
in d u s try  and a g ricu ltu re , second 
la rges t in  the w orld .

The la test purge, am id mass 
discontent and a fa rm  cris is  w ith  
its  “ scarcities,”  indicates tw o 
more im p o rta n t Soviet processes. 
On the one hand, the im perious 
need o f Soviet society to eject the 
bureaucratic incubus; and on the 
other, as Leon T ro ts k y  long ago 
pointed out, the iron  necessity of 
a po litica l revo lu tion  to  w ipe out 
the ru le  o f these bureaucratic 
usurpers.

D iscussing the Supreme C ourt’s 
ru l in g  aga inst school segregation 
the A C L U  says “ there w i l l  be 
much n u llif ic a t io n  o f various 
k inds fo r  some years, no t on ly  
in  the Deep South b u t elsewhere. 
B u t th is  h is to r ic  decision is  a l­
ready p ro v in g  to be fa r  m ore 
than a lega l capstone; i t  is  an 
inca lcu lab ly  valuable psycholog i­
cal release o f add itiona l energy, 
chanelled th rough  a ll sorts  of 
o f f ic ia l and u n o ffic ia l expe ri­
ments tow ard ending an ti-N egro  
d isc rim in a tio n  —  in  em ploym ent 
and housing and o ther areas, as 
w e ll as education . . .

“ W e know  —  and the w orld  
knows —  th a t we can, by keep­
in g  eve rlas ting  a t it ,  pu t an end 
to  organized d isc rim ina tion  be­
fo re  the end o f the  cen tu ry .”

The ACLLT ta rg e t date to  end 
J im  Crow in  the  U . S. —  the 
year 2000 —  is considerably
m ore pessim istic than  the  date 
1963 set by the slogan o f ,the 
N a tiona l Association fo r  the. A d ­
vancem ent o f Colored People. 
M oreover i t  is  a pu re ly  g ra du a l­
is tic  v iew . I t  v isualizes steady 
yea r by year progress w ith  never 
a setback. In  1870 gradua lis ts  
in th is  coun try  tho ugh t th a t fu ll 
e q ua lity  fo r  the Negro people 
would be au tom a tica lly  achieved 
by 1900. In  1876, however, the 
N o rth e rn  in d u s tria lis ts  betrayed 
t l je ir  prom ises, junked Recon­
s truc tion , and the Negro -people 
suffe red a catastroph ic setback 
fro m  w hich they  have no t fully- 
recovered even today.

So w ith  the German Jews who 
in  the f ir s t  pa rt o f th is  cen tury 
tho ugh t th a t the gradual spread 
o f to lerance was ending a n ti-  
Sem itism  in  Germ any. The rise 
o f H it le r  not only- wiped out a ll 
the gains o f g radualism  b u t v i r ­
tu a lly  wiped out the German 
Jews too. That is the troub le  
w ith  the g ra du a lis tic  perspective. 
I t  does not a llow  fo r  the way 
h is to ry  works. H is to ry  has its  
sudden spu rts  fo rw a rd  —  revo l­
u tion  —  and catastroph ic re tro ­
gressions —  counterrevolu tion , 
fascism , etc.

F u rthe rm ore  th is  is h a rd ly  an 
age when f i f t y  years o f steady 
progress can be expected. Th is 
is one o f the m ost e rra tic  ages 
o f a ll h is to ry  —  the age o f the 
death agony o f cap ita lism  —  the 
age o f  atom  w ars, fascism , and 
revolution».

The end o f J im  Crow in  th is  
coun try  won’t  come about by 
g radua lism  —  even i f  people were 
w ill in g  to w a it u n t il the year 
2000 —  w hich the N egro people 
aren’ t.

The N egro  people w i l l  tr iu m p h  
w ith  the A m erican w o rk in g  class 
o r w i l l  go down to defeat w ith  
it .  V ic to ry  w i l l  mean no t on ly  
the abo lition  o f J im  Crow, bu t 
o f poverty , w a r and class society 
—  in  a w ord, socialism . D efeat 
w i l l  mean even m ore barbarous 
racism  as w e ll as fascism  o r m il­
i ta r y  d ic ta to rsh ip  and continued 
class ru le  o f society —  in  a word 
cap ita lism  m inus any dem ocratic 
trim m in g s .

H IS T O R Y  OF S T R IK E
On Oct, 19, 1953 U A W -C IO  

Local 776 ta ile d  the s tr ik e  to 
p ro test company' demands th a t 
key provis ions o f the con trac t be 
junked. F o r 16 weeks the A F L  
B lacksm iths supported the s tr ik e  
b u t then caved in  under company 
pressure. They began to sign up 
scabs fo r  s tr ikeb rea k ing  and pe­
titionee! fo r  an N L R B  election.

T h is  action was condemned by 
both A F L  and CIO  councils. The 
(B lacksm iths tr ie d  to w ith d ra w  
the  pe titio n  b u t the N L R B  re ­
fused on the  grounds th a t once 
a pe tition  had been file d  i t  could 
no t be w ith d ra w n  —  a face-saver 
fo r  the B lacksm iths.

. Open s trike b re a k in g  and scab- 
he rd ing  s ta rted  la s t A p r i l  14, 
when m ounted police broke up a 
pro test dem onstra tion called by 
the CIO council in  defiance o f a 
cou rt o rder lim it in g  the num ber 
o f pickets to 18. F o u r union o f­
f ic ia ls  were arrested and fined  
$500 each. Since th a t tim e  the 
s tr ike rs  have been frozen ou t o f 
the p la n t and m ain ta ined l i t t le  
m ore than a token p icke t liije .

The recent N L R B  election pu t 
the  f in is h in g  touch on the disas­
trous  rou t o f the pow erfu l CIO 
auto un ion In its  ba ttle  w ith  the 
P ark  D rop Forge Company.

K O H LE R  S T R IK E
A n o th e r d raw n -ou t and b it te r ­

ly  fo u g h t s tr ik e  is the one waged 
since la s t A p r i l  5 aga ins t the 
K o h le r Company a t Sheboygan, 
W isconsin.

N early  tw o  years ago U A W - 
CIO  Local 833 managed to break 
the long open-shop record o f 
K oh le r Company, b u t th is  v ic ­
to ry  was n o t conclusive. The 
m ain issue in  the K oh le r s tr ik e  
is the U n ion  Shop. In  an obvious 
bid fo r  W isconsin to enact a 
“ R ig h t to  W o rk ”  Law , H e rb e rt 
V . K oh le r, pres ident o f the com­
pany, sta ted to a Chicago T r ib ­
une re p o rte r th a t lie  was “ una l­
te ra b ly  opposed to  com pulsory 
un ion ism .”

T w en ty  years ago, when the 
A F L  tr ie d  to  organize K oh le r 
the w orkers were beaten back in  
a v io len t s tr ik e  in  which the com­
pany used tea r gas, guns and 
clubs, k illed  tw o  w orkers and in ­
ju red  47 ftthers. K oh le r revealed 
th a t he was ready to  use the 
same methods again in  tes tim ony 
before the W isconsin E m p loy ­
m ent Relations Board.

S T R IK E B R E A K IN G
The U . S. governm ent has a id ­

ed Kohler, no t on ly  w ith - a n ti-  
p icke tirig  in jun c tion s  under the 
T a ft-H a rt le y  Law, bu t also w ith  
a $2 m illio n  defense contract. 
And K o h le r ’s un ion-busting  p ro ­
g ram  is also helped by  another 
piece o f a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion  —  
the ta x  rebate. The s tr ik e  w i l l  
not w ipe out K o h le r’s p ro fits  in  
1954, because as R euther pointed 
out in  a speech to  the CIO con­
vention , companies “ can d raw  
upon the p ro fits  they made in  
the past and w i l l  make in  thè  
fu tu re  in  o rder to  cover then- 
p ro fits  d u rin g  the period o f the 
s tr ike .”

But though Reuther and the 
o ther labo r bureaucrats denounce 
governm ent aids to  s trikeb rea k ­
ing , they have no p rogram  to  de­
fea t the em ployer-offensive. They 
have tied labor to  the  em­
p loye r-con tro lled  D em ocratic  P a r­
ty , and th is  prevents the unions 
from  launch ing an e ffec tive  
s tru g g le  against an ti- la b o r laws. 
R euther’s class - co llabora tion is t 
po licy can on ly resu lt in  more 
casualties fo r  the unions.

Seattle L ite ra tu re  A gent Helen 
Baker reports  the resu lts  o f three 
Sundays’ w o rk  on th e ir  M ilita n t 

neighborhood routes 
“ Dec. 5, C la ra  cov­
ered her old route 
and sold 15 papers. 
A t tw o houses she 
had good discus­
sions. One custom er 
was ve ry  in terested 
in  the d iffe rence be­
tween ou r p o litica l 
ideas and those o f 
others. H e has been, 
bu y in g  ou r paper 

re g u la r ly  and is in terested in 
com ing to our ne x t fo rum . A nn 
and I  covered the  rou te  m ost 
recen tly  opened up and sold fiv e  
papers. F ra n k  and Jack w ent to 
the Church o f the People, which 
has a fo ru m  every Sunday d u r­
in g  the w in te r  m onths. They sold 
fo u r  M ilita n ts .

^'Dec. 12, we had ty p ic a l Seat­
t le  w eather (p o u rin g  ra in )  bu t 
we had a v e ry  successful m o b ili­
zation. A nn  and 1 covered less 
than h a lf  ou r rou te  and sold nine 
papers. We picked up a couple 
o f new customers on the street, 
one who knew  the M il ita n t  and 
asked us to  b r in g  i t  to  his house 
in the fu tu re  and gave us his 
address. C lara and F ra n k  de liv ­
ered some subs and covered th e ir  
rou te . They sold f iv e  papew* and 
had a ve ry  good and f r u i t f u l  
discussion w ith  one subscriber 
and one rou te  customer. We a l­
ways come home fro m  ou r routes 
w ith  a new enthusiasm

“ T h is week A nn and I  sold a 
one year subscrip tion to a man 
we m et fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  when 
we were se lling  ou r la rge  bundle 
o f the M il ita n t  devoted to  the  
N A A C P  event in  San Francisco. 
We also sold f iv e  T ru m b u ll P ark 
pam phlets w h ile  v is it in g  people. 
Tw o o f these were young people 
on the s tree t who were in terested 
in  w h a t we were se lling. C lara 
and F ra n k  sold tw o  s ix  m onths 
renewals and tw o T ru m b u ll P a rk  
pam phlets.”

M inneapolis L ite ra tu re  A gen t 
Helen Sherman w rite s , “ Jus t a 
b r ie f  note to  send o f f  the  en­
closed new six m onths sub 
b ro u g h t in  by  C. R. A  recent

new reader o f the M il ita n t  is  so 
w e ll impressed w ith  the paper 
th a t he is buy ing  ex tra  copies 
from  the Labor Book S tore to 
g ive to his fr ien ds .”

L ite ra tu re  A gen t John Tabor 
reports , “ We had a good response 
to  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l a t a 
series o f lectures on c iv il l ib e r ­
ties here in New Y o rk . A t  the 
f i r s t  one we sold three m aga­
zines; a t the  second, 10; a t the 
th ird  we sold three F I ’s and three 
M ilita n ts ; and a t the fo u rth , f iv e  
F I ’s. In  B rook lyn  a t an Em ergen­
cy C iv il L ibe rties  m eeting tw o  
F I ’s and th ree  M ilita n ts  were 
sold. A t  Local 65 M anny sold 
three papers.”

D e tro it L ite ra tu re  A gent Jean 
B la ine w rite s , “ I  am enclosing 
three subs. A r t  and Edie each 
g o t one o f the year subs and 
D oro thy and Edie go t the s ix - 
m onths sub. A lso, on Sunday 
S herry  and Faye sold nine co­
pies o f  the  M il ita n t  a t the F o rd  
Tool and D ie m ooting, W e’ re 
w o rk in g  hard on c learing  up our 
expired s fbs  and election con­
tacts now so hope to  have m ore 
to re p o rt next week.”

M any thanks to L .U .K . o f Los 
Angeles, C a lif, fo r  his renew al 
and donation o f $2 to help p r in t  
the M ilita n t.

New York 
Friday Night 

Socialist Forum 
•

“ A u tom ation  —
The New In d u s tr ia l 

R evo lu tion ”
•

Speaker: H a ro ld  Robins 
C ha irm an: A r t  Preis 

•
F r i., Jan. 7, at 8 P. M. 

at M ilita n t H a ll 
116 U n iv e rs ity  PL 

(near Union Square)
•

C o n trib u tion  25c. 
F ree to  unemployed



Anti-Militarism in Germany
The French people are overwhelmingly 

■against German rearmament, yet the French 
National Assembly has voted for it. The Ger- , 
main, people likewise are overwhelmingly 
against ¡rearmament, yet the Bundestag in 
Bonn is about to  vote i t  through. This shows 
the -power U.S. imperialism wields over the 
West-European capitalist rulers. I n preparation 
fo r war it has crammed the hated rearmament 
treaty down the throats of the French and 
German peoples.

The phenomenal and steadily growing 
opposition to ¡rearmament in Germany has no 
adequate political expression. The weak-kneed 
opposition to ¡rearmament in the Bundestag is 
but the palest reflection o f the tremendous 
¡popular ‘hatred o f the measure.

This feeling expresses first and foremiotst the 
‘people’s insight that rearmament is an 
irreversable step toward World War I I I  and 
the ¡revival o f the J u n k e r-N a /.i militarism in 
German life. It is also linked with the question 
c«f the ‘reunification o f Germany.

The German people are v irtua lly  unanimous 
in desiring the reunification of their country 
and the departure of foreign troops. They 
¡realize, moreover, that reconstitution of the 
Wehrmacht in  West Germany makes the 
Unification o f Germany without Jivar very 
remote. Thus anti-m ilitarism and desire for 
unification have become opposite sides of the 
same coin.

Prime source of this unorganized anti- 
rearmament sentiment may be gleaned from 
the Dec. 19 dispatch of N. Y. Times cor­
respondent in Germany, M. S. Handler. He 
Writes: “ The first source is a 'profound revul­
sion among the younger generation to the 
thought o f carrying guns again, I t  is a senti­
ment (that almost approaches pacifism and as 
such is one of the most remarkable phenomena 
tip German history since the days of Bismarck.
I t  is a sentiment not based on fear but on a

genuine hatred for war and a contempt for 
the m ilita ry .”

The anti-m ilitarist forces include "the Social 
Democrats, who are the second largest party 
in Germany; the trade union movement, which 
has more than six m illion members; the 
students in most German universities and 
■technical colleges; a great number of the 
pastors in the Protestant churches and some 
members o f the Catholic priesthood; intel­
lectuals and artists; a high proportion of the 
country’s teachers, and above all, the women­
folk, who have demonstrated in  public opinion 
palls their strong feelings against seeing their 
husbands and sons don the uniform again.”

Who then in Germany is for remilitariza­
tion? Handler reports: “ The ideological con­
tent that Secretary o f State Dulles sought to 
infuse into the Paris agreements has found no 
buyers in West Germany except in Chancellor 
Adenauer’s immediate entourage.”  This en­
tourage represents only a tiny m inority of the 
German people —  the capitalist monopolists, 
and militarists, who having gone through the 
minor inconvenience o f “ denazification,” are 
hack running the country in partnership with 
U.S. Big Business.

The fact that the U.S. and this discredited 
German capitalist class are able to put over 
rearmament in the face o f almost unanimous 

•opposition is not only a gauge o f U.S. im­
perialism’s power but o f the weakness 6f work­
ing class leadership in Germany.1

In a situation where most of the middle class 
has joined with the workers in  opposition to 
rearmament ¡the official parties o f the German 
workers are unable to  give leadership to  a 
movement ■which would make the people's 
w ill prevail. The Stalinists are discredited and 
have hardly any following in Germany. But 
the Social Democracy shows the same bureau­
cratic cowardice as it did in the years when it 
failed to lead a fight to stop Hitler.

A  Basic Freedom Attacked
On Christmas day the American. m ilitary 

authorities announced they had negotiated a 
pact with the Spanish government authorizing 
the Catholic Church to regulate marriages of 
American soldiers and civilians stationed on 
the Iberian peninsula. A storm of protest 
r>rose, strong enough to force the government 
Officials to  announce that they had instructed 
U.S. m ilita ry officials in  Spain to hold up any 
action on such agreements until further notice.

The Christmas day dispatch revealed that 
the agreement reached between the' American 
General Kissner and the Spanish General' 
Viignon set forth the following conditions:

¡No American Catholic in Spain may marry 
a "heretic” (non-Catholic) unless the Catholic 
Church gives special dispensation. 'I his applies 
not only when an American Catholic wishes to 
marry a Spaniard but even i f  the marriage is 
to be to  a fellow-American. Dispensation w ill 
be granted “only under the most severe circum­
stances,”  and then only i f  the non-Catholic 
signs an agreement pledging not to "pervert 
the Catholic party and the offspring.”

Non-Catholic Americans may be married in 
Spain only i f  they can provide “ proof”  o f their 
non-Catholic status.

American ¡soldiers, whether Catholic or not, 
can never m arry unless they have the consent 
o f their commanding officers. Now, in order to 
secure m ilita ry  ¡consent, they must either prove 
they are "heretics” or obtain the consent of 
the Spanish Catholic Church.

The jubilation o f the Catholic hierarchy can 
well be imagined. They have long butted their

heads against the American constitutional 
separation o f church and state. Now for the 
first time that principle is threatened by a 
■major breach.

The Rev. Dean James Pike, pastor of the 
Protestant Episcopal New York Cathedral 
lashed out against the agreement in a sermon 
on Dec. 26, terming it  an attempt “ to sell down 
the river our most precious heritage — religious 
freedom.”

Rev. Pike is (right. Another constitutional 
right o f the American people is threatened, a 
basic right deeply rooted in the history of our 
country.

The early colonists, like those who landed 
on Plymouth Rock in 1620, came here to escape 

A the religious tyranny o f the feudal church in 
Europe, la te r the Calvinists came from 
Holland, the Hugenots from France, the 
Catholics.under Lord Baltimore from England, 
the Jew's from the pogroms of Eastern Europe 
and Russia, -all seeking freedom and escape 
from the church-dominated state.

So strongly did the early Americans feel 
about this question they made the first article 
-under the B ill o f Rights a guarantee of 
religious freedom.

We dare not view with unconcern this latest 
attempt to tear another page from the B ill o f 
Rights. Whatever religious beliefs one holds, 
including opposition to religion, it is the duty 
of every enemy of tyranny to speak out 
against this attempt o f the Catholic Church'in 
fascist Spain in. collusion with the American 
brass to foist their medieval decrees up on us.

T H E  M I L I T A N T —  Page Three

Two Indo-Chinas
By Joseph Keller

When the agreement to parti­
tion Indo - China .was signed 
several months ago in Geneva, 
everyone had been consulted but 
the Indo - Chinese people. Their 
weight, however, is now being 
fe lt in South Vietnam, that 
portion of the eastern section of 
Indo-China handed over to the 
French and their native agents. 
That is the basis of the complaint 
being voiced by the pro-imperial­
ist press in America that “from  
all accounts, South Vietnam  
seems doomed to fall to the Com­
munists within a year.” (N . Y. 
World Telegram, Dec. 24.)

The South V ie tnam  govern­
m en t headed by ex-em peror Rao 
Dai, degenerate ptuppet o f F rench 
im p e ria lism , is  v is ib ly  c rum b ling  
ap a rt. T h e . people are s ta rv in g  
w h ile  o ffic ia l g r a f t  and co rrup ­
t io n  ru n  r io t.  W ashington, wthioh 
spent hundreds o f m illio n s  to  a id  
the 'French butchers in  th e ir  
a ttem p t to grab Indo-China from  
the re vo lu tio n a ry  independence 
figh ters , has sent South V ie t­
nam on ly  a few  m illio ns  o f do l­
la rs  o f  “ a id ’’ w h ich has been 
la rg e ly  soaked up by th ie v in g  o f­
fic ia ls.

F E A R  ’56 E L E C T IO N
Thus, the com p la in t th a t South 

V ie tnam  “ seems doomed to  fa l l  
to the Com m unists”  is no t an ex­
pression o f concern lest the revo­
lu tio n a ry  N o rth  V ie tnam  regim e 
renew the m il ita ry  s trugg le , but 
o f fe a r th a t  the people in  the 
southern section w ill k ick  ou t 
th e ir  present ru le rs , who keep 
power on ly w ith  the aid o f F rench 
forces and U.S. arm s, and th a t a ll 
V ie tnam  w ill be un ited under 
the  reg im e o f H o OhwMinh. The 
im p e ria lis ts  look w ith  fo rebod ing 
tow ard the  South V ie tnam  elec­
tions  scheduled by th e  Geneva 
conference fo r  1956.

“ There seems to be fa ir ly  gen­
era l agreem ent th a t the  V ietm iinh 
who already hold N o rth  V ie tnam  
wooild p robab ly  w in  in  South 
V ie tnam  i f  the elections pro jected 
fo r  1956 . . . were he ld  now,”  
reports H enry  R. Liebenman, N. 
Y . T im es correspondent, from  
Hong Kong, Dec. 25. “ P rem ier 
Ngo Diinh D iem ’s South V ie tnam  
Governm ent is weak and d iv id ­
ed. . . The task co n fro n tin g  the 
S o u t h  V ie tnam  Government, 
France and the United States is

to achieve a s itua tion  th a t would 
persuade the South V ietnamese 
to choose the non-Com m unist side 
in  1956.”  He adds pe ss im is tica lly : 
“I t  is not go ing to be an easy- 
job.”

W a lte r L ippm ann, the N . Y . 
H era ld  T ribu ne ’s ch ie f p o litica l 
co lum nist, also feels i t  won’t  be 
an easy job and te lls  w hy. “ The 
essence o f the  prob lem ,”  he says, 
“ is th a t Indo-China is no t being- 
invaded by a Chinese a rm y, much 
less by a  Soviet a rm y. I t  .is being 
in fi ltra te d  and subverted fro m  
v illage  to  v illage  by na tive  Indo- 
■ C h i n e s e  revo lu tion is ts . The 
French a rm y has been unable to 
suppress them and i t  is  p la in  th a t 
these g u e rr illa  forces in  the 
v illages cannot be conquered by 
a irp lanes and bombs.”

W hile  the  Indo-Chinese people 
are be ing “ in filtra te d  and sub­
ve rted ”  by th e ir  own revo lu ­
tio n a ry  figh te rs , the French- 
d irected South V ie tnam  arm y 
“ cannot be used e ffe c tive ly  
aga inst the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment. W h y  n o t? ”  asks lip p m a n n , 
and answers: “ Because the non- 
Oom m unist governm ent in  Saigon 
is weak. I t  does not have popular 
support and it is unable to make 
the decisions and to take the 
measures which might win 
popular support. I t  is too weak 
even to use substantial economic 
aid.”

C O NTRA ST IN  T R E A T M E N T
The gh as tly  trea tm e n t o f the 

several hundred thousand people 
persuaded to  leave N o rth  V ie t­
nam fo r  ¿‘fre e ”  South V ie tnam  
h ig h lig h ts  the reasons w h y  the 
Indo-Chinese people w ill never 
subm it again to im peria lism  and 
wall eagerly embrace the revo­
lu tio n a ry  regiipie. Hom er B ig a rt, 
P u litze r P rize  - w in n in g  fo re ign  
correspondent o f the H e r a l d  
T ribune , w ro te  fro m  Saigon, 
Indo-Clvina, on Dec. 20, th a t these 
refugees “ a w a itin g  a be tte r life  
prom ised in the free  south”  have 
been dumped in to  a “ forsaken 
coun try  o f f la t  jung le land . . . 
There are no rice lands here ex­
cept near the  fa r th e s t v illa g e  o f 
G iakem , and even th a t has not 
y e t been d is tribu ted . M ostly  the 
land is w h ite  c lay —  ‘craw fish ’ 
so il ha rd ly  w o rth  scra tch ing in 
country abounding in  fe r t ile  
areas.”

W ha t a con tra s t th is  is to con­
d itions  in the areas under contro l

o f the revo lu tion is ts . Joseph 
A lsop, who spent three days “ in  
the  g rea t V ie tm inh  g u e rr il la  
orea which s t i l l  fo rm s a v ir tu a lly  
independent s tate a t the southern 
t ip  o f Indo-China,”  expresses in  a 
series o f a rtic les  in  the N . Y. 
H era ld  T ribu ne  (a conservative 
Republican newspaper) his “ ho r­
r ifie d , helpless adm ira tion  fo r  the 
Com m unist achievem ent —  no t o f 
course fo r  the th in g  its e lf, bu t 
fo r  the courage shown, the in ­
credib le d iff ic u lt ie s  overcome, the 
sheer b rillia n ce  o f the p o lit ic a l-  
m il ita ry  fe a t.”

The Communists have had a 
“ political asset,” as Alsop de­
scribes it. They did not dump 
peasants on, “crawfish” , soil. The 
revolutionists seized the land that 
the French had divided “ into 
great landed estates. The peas­
ants in their palm huts had al­
ways lived in b itter poverty and 
without hope until the Commu­
nists gave them the land.”

T H E  P O P U LA R  W IL L
E ve ry  year o r so, according to 

A lsop, “ a French ‘clean up ’ 
column would push in to  the 
reg ion, b u rn in g  and destroy ing as 
i t  moved'. A lw a y s  there  were the 
a ir  a ttacks  th a t wrecked and 
w recked"again the l i t t le  pa lm  hu t 
villages. . . B u t there was never 
a m om ent when the V ie tm inh  did 
no t in n  th rou gh ou t the reg ion .’’

A lsop confesses th a t he wishes 
he could repoi-t th a t the V ie t­
m inh  o rgan iza tion  was “ feeble, 
evanescent and hated by the peo­
p le .”  B u t “ the recoixl o f its  
achievements in  nine years a ll 
too c lea rly  confirm s m y own short 
observations o f the effic iency, 
power and popu la r support o f  th is  
Com m uin ist-bu ilt and Com m unist- 
guided m achine o f g u e rr il la  gov­
ernm ent.”

He admits “ the Communists 
have scored a whole series of 
political, organizational, m ilitary  
and —  one has to say it —  
moral triumphs. . . W hat im ­
pressed me most, alas, was the 
moral fervor thay had inspired 
among the non-Communist V ie t­
minh cadre and the stout sup­
port they had obtained from the 
peasantry.”

Alsop m ay moan “ a las”  fo r  the 
tr iu m p h  o f the revo lu tiona ry  w ill 
o f the people, b u t i t  is th is  
g ra n ite  popu lar w ill aga inst 
which the armed m ig h t o f im ­
pe ria lism  has batte red in  vain.

In d ia n s  Dem and L a n d  R igh ts

Grim-faced leaders of the Miccosukee tribe of Florida 
Seminole Indians gather in M iam i to hear a statement from  
Indian A ffa irs  Commissioner Glenn L. Emmons (r ig h t) . The 
tribesmen are asking for guarantees against encroachments on 
their ancient hunting grounds and mineral rights —  a claim  
which Florida and the federal government have refused to honor.

W orld  E vents I
V L A D IM IR  D E D IJE R , m em ­

be r o f the  C entra l G om niittee of 
the Y ugoslav C om m unist P a rty  
has been arrested and faces pros­
ecution. The b iographer o f M a r­
shal T ito  has been s tripped  o f 
h is pa rlia m e n ta ry  im m u n ity  and 
reporte rs  a r r iv in g  a t his home 
fo r  a press conference m et on ly 
po lice there . H is  a rre s t c lim axed 
a ra p id  developm ent th a t took 
place d u rin g  T ito ’s d ip lom atic  
v is i t  to  the  F a r East. I t  was a 
reopening o f the s trugg le  th a t 
had been o f f ic ia l ly  declared end­
ed la s t Janua ry  w ith  the expu l­
sion o f Y ugoslav V ice-President 
M ilovan  D jila s  fro m  the C en tra l 
C om m ittee  o f the P a rty . D jila s ’ 
a ttacks on the  reg im e fo r  bureau­
c ra tiza tio n  and his call fo r  d is ­
so lu tion  o f the C om m unist P a rty  
a t th a t tim e  were delivered fro m  
a r ig h t-w in g  pos ition . D e d ije r 
was a t th a t tim e  D jila s ’ p rinc ip a l 
open defender. The f ig h t  was re ­
opened la s t week appa ren tly  on

The Lash—Symbol of French Rule
By George Lavan

W hy does the French capital­
ist class give in against its w ill 
to the U.S. State Department on 
such things as the re-arming of 
Germany?

One b ig  reason is th a t F rench 
im p e ria lism  can’t  hold on to  its  
E m p ire  any longer w ith o u t U.S. 
money, arm s and m aybe even 
U.S. troops. B u t these aids can 
be expected on ly as long  as 
F rench governm ents toe W a ll 
S tree t’s line  on fo re ig n  po licy.

The French E m p ire  has shrunk 
considerab ly since the end o f the 
w ar. F ir s t  S y ria  and Lebanon —  
in  the o il- r ic h  M idd le  East — 
were lost.

N e x t Indo - China was in un ­
dated by the  g re a t revo lu tiona ry  
wave sweeping A s ia . Despite 
e ig h t years o f w a r financed by 
the U.S. and despite the  recent

Geneva deal c u tt in g  Indo-China 
in  h a lf, the  F rench exp lo ite rs 
are on the verge o f being swept 
o f f  the peninsula.

W ha t then rem ains o f the 
French E m pire?  O nly tw o  re a lly  
im p o rta n t sections: E qua to ria l
A fr ic a  and N o rth  A fr ic a . F o r 
the tim e  be ing im p e ria lis t op­
pression does no t appear to  be 
seriously  threatened in  French 
E qu a to ria l A fr ic a .

B u t the N o rth  A fr ic a n  p ic tu re  
is ve ry  d iffe re n t. T un is ia , A l­
ge ria  and Morocco are volcanoes 
about to  erupt.

SYM BO L OF LA S H
In  Morocco the n a tio n a lis t Is - 

t iq la l P a rty  has been driven  un­
derground w ith  a fe ro c ity  unsur­
passed by  any “ to ta lita r ia n ”  re ­
g im e in  h is to ry . C onditions in  
Morocco have been described by 
U. S. Supreme C ourt Justice  W il­
liam  O. Douglas. A f te r  a recent

trip  there, he wrote in Look mag­
azine (Oct. 19, 1954): “ The
French have fastened a m ilking  
machine on Morocco and oper­
ated i t  fo r the benefit of the 
French.”

He describes a tour of a 
French-owned rope f a c t o r y  : 
“Most of the workers were Moor­
ish children from six to twelve. 
They worked by the piece, mak­
ing 20 cents to 50 cents a day. 
A  French foreman or overseer 
stood over them with a long 
leather lash, using it w ith fervor 
on the laggards. The lash is, in­
deed, the symbol bf French rule 
in Morocco.”

But the terror in Morocco is 
a measure of the desperation of 
French imperialism there. The 
whole population is united by a 
fierce hatred of its foreign op­
pressors and a t any time the 
volcano of human misery may 
erupti.

The Logie of Imperialist Liars
In the case of the partition of Indo-China, 

as described on Page 3, capitalist propaganda 
takes on a tru ly  Alice-in - Wonderl and quality.

On-the-spot reports from leading foreign 
correspondents o f the most authoritative Big 
Business newspapers give ns a graphic picture 
o f two lirdo-Chinas. One is run by the revo­
lutionists led by the Indo-Chinese Communist 
Party; the other is controlled by a govern­
ment picked by Prance with the approval of 
Washington.

W hat are we told about the revolutionary 
government? The capitalist ¡press correspond­
ents grudgingly and reluctantly admit it is 
composed of honest, hard-working, courageous, 
idealistic, self-sacrificing men and women. 
These leaders enjoy the confidence, respect and 
support of the great mass o f the Indo-Chinese 
people.

The Vietminh government, despite terrific 
obstacles iiriposed by nine years of war against 
a major capitalist power, qperates w ith ad­
mirable efficiency. Official corruption and 
thievery, so characteristic o f capita list. gov­
ernments, is v irtua lly  unknown in North Viet 
¡Nam under the government of national1 inde­
pendence. This regime, all reliable corres­
pondents concede, is made up o f 'Indo-Chinese, 
genuine ¡representatives of ¡the people they lead.

Moreover, ¡it has taken promised measures 
o f social reform, the* most important o f (which 
is- division o f the former ¡great landed estates 
among the poor peasants.

But this regime, backed by the people of

both North and South Viet Nam, as the 
capitalist journalists admit, is called a 
“ menace," “ brutal tyranny,”  "threat to the 
¡free work!,”  etc.

On the other hand, the regime in South Viet 
Nam is composed o f u tterly corrupt, hand- 
picked agents o f the foreign capitalist powers. 
The head o f the government, Biao Dai, lives 
abroad in unimaginable ¡luxury on the French 
Riviera. This government exists only insofar 
as French armed forces, equipped by the U.S., 
remain to  bolster it  w ith naked m ilita ry might. 
Everyone knows that the (people o f South Viet 
Nam are in deadly opposition to the imperial­
ists and the local thieves they ¡use to  front for 
them. It goes without saying, that this gov­
ernment operates w ithout benefit o f an election.

Yet this country run by a brutal dictatorship 
of foreigners and native thieves becomes, in the 
lariguage of capitalist ¡propaganda, “ Free” Viet 
Nam.

Here everything is turned on 'its head by 
the word-artists o f imperialism. The honest 
government upheld by the people and carrying 
out ¡projects o f vast benefit fo r the masses is 
really — evil. The vicious alien gang of armed 
crooks who exploit and degrade the people is 
a — “ bulwark of freedom.”

This (is the kind o f logic that has put many 
an ¡unfortunate person behind the walls of in­
stitutions for the mentally unbalanced — and 
properly so. Real madmen, however, are un­
w itting  victims o f  delusions. The capitalists are 
fu lly  aware o f reality. They just lie about it, 
consciously.

...W a ll Street Jams War Pact
(Continued from page 1)

to' the Big Two. . . Now, more 
than ever, France’s dependability 
as an ally is open to question.”

Ludwell Denny, Scripps-Hoxvard 
Foreign Editor, cabled from Paris 
on Dec. 30 that “ France has lost 
her key role in Allied policy and 
European defense regardless of 
whether the National Assembly 
in iits repeatedly postponed show­
down, nominally approves Ger­
man rearmament today. Premier 
Pierre Mendes-France’s warning  
that approval by a  small m a­
jo rity  would be as bad a re­
jection was only sligh'tily. ex­
aggerated.”

R U TH LE S S  PRESSURE
■What stands out in  this whole 

development is the u tter ruthless­
ness of the American capitalist 
government in its drive to force 
the French legislators to submit 
to the U.S. demands. The leading 
capitalist newspapers here admit 
th a t the views and feelings of the 
French people were brushed 
aside.

To Washington’s complaint 
that the French government ap­
peared unable to make a decision, 
the French government leaders 
replied, writes Harold Callender 
from Paris to the Dec. 26 N . Y. 
Times, that “it is not a» question 
of a capacity to take decisions but 
of a capacity to take a decision 
running counter to what seems 
to be overwhelming p u b l i c  
opinion. . . A question here is: 
H o ir f a r  is  a  French Deputy 
justified in heeding advice and 
admonitions from Washington 
and London when they seem to

be opposed to  the sentim ents o f 
the people those Deputies rep ­
resent ? ”

FR E N C H  R U LE R S  EXPO SED 
The tru th  is th a t the \o te  on 

the W estern European Union 
pact, w ith  the plan fo r  rearm a­
ment o f W est Germ any as a 
m ilita ry  a lly  o f western im ­
peria lism , has no t so much 
strengthened A m erican im p e ria l­
ism ’s preparations fo r  w a r on 
the Soviet bloc as i t  has revealed 
the senile and shaky na tu re  o f 
the French ru lin g  class and its  
incapacity  to advance a step 
w ith ou t the U.S. cru tch .

T h is  fa c t was ind ica ted in  ad­
vance o f the reversa l otf the vote 
by a W ashington dispatch in  the 
Dec. 24 N . Y . T imes. Com m enting 
on the adverse vote la s t F r id a y , 
the T im es stated: “ Com ing a fte r  
the French re jec tion  o f the 
European Defense Com m unity 
p lan, the  F rench p a r tit io n  o f 
Indo-China, and the p o lit ic a l 
in s ta b ility  o f n ineteen French 
governm ents since the  w a r, i t  
has provoked doubts here th a t 
w i l l  n o t be removed even by a 
reversa l o f the vote .”

The T im e's m il ita ry  analyst 
Hanson W . B a ldw in  p u t the 
m a tte r in  a m ore cold-blooded 
w ay on Dec. 29:

“ The end o f the Indo-China w a r 
was to have enabled France to 
increase he r s tre n g th  in  Europe. 
B u t about tw o  div is ions have been 
sent fro m  Europe to unsettled 
French N o rth  A fr ic a , so th a t 
F rench s treng th  in  Europe today 
is ac tu a lly  less on the  ground 
tha n  i t  was a  yea r ago, and

there is no prospect o f an im ­
mediate increase.”

T h a t is, F rance is  m il i ta r i ly  
weak and g e ttin g  weaker and is 
no good, in  th is  sense, to  W a ll 
S tree t’s u ltim a te  w a r plans. 
A m erican im peria lism , w ith  a ll 
its  pretenses o f dem ocratic ideals, 
now has on ly  one c r ite r io n  o f 
w h a t constitu tes a w o rth y  a l ly :  
How much m il ita ry  power w i l l  
tha t a lly  be able to  mobilize on 
beha lf o f a w ar against the Soviet 
bloc and new China? Lack ing  the 
s ing le  desirable asset o f b ig  m il i­
ta ry  po tentia l, the old a lly  France 
is moved down on W ash ing ton ’s 
lis t o f favo ritesras the old enemy 
Germ any is moved closer to  the 
top.

W H Y  T H E IR  W E A K N E S S  
U n d e rly in g  the weakness o f 

the French ca p ita lis t ru le rs  is the 
tremendous revo lu tiona ry  tide  
th a t is sweeping th rough  F rance’s 
colonies in  southeast A s ia  and 
N o rth  A fr ic a  (see a rtic le  on 
Page 3) and the continuous class 
s trugg le  fe rm e n t th a t p reva ils  in  
France its e lf. T ire ¿om m iun ist 
and Socia list pa rties  are the 
la rges t pa rties  in  France and by 
th a t fa c t allone re f le c t the  over­
w he lm ing  asp ira tion  o f the 
French w orkers fo r  an end to  
cap ita lism  and the b u ild in g  o f 
socialism .

B ut ne ithe r o f these parties, 
the one a se rv ito r o f the K re m lin  
bureaucracy and the o ther an 
agent o f French im peria lism , can 
lead the revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  
which could, a lm ost a t a blow, 
fin ish o f f  feeble French ca p ita l­
ism  fo r  good.

A g a in s t th is  F rench im p e ria l­
ism relies on A m erica . The U . S. 
has an extensive setup o f m il i­
ta ry  bases and troops in  M o­
rocco. W hen F rench im p e ria lis ts  
vote the “ r ig h t  w a y”  on German 
re-a rm am ent, N A T O , etc., U.S. 
troops are expected in  re tu rn  to 
help p u t down the com ing re v o lt 
o f the M oroccan peoplei,

F E L L A G H A
•In T un is ia  a resistance move­

m ent has been fig h tin g  the 
French ru le rs  since the spring  
o f 1952. I t  has been m arked by 
bom b-p lan ting  and in d iv idu a l k i l l ­
ings in  the  c itie s  ca rried  ou t b i­
t-lie Neo-Destour P a rty , whose 
léaders have ra th e r m oderate in ­
dependence aim s, and the  Red 
Hand, a K u  K lu x  type o f a n ti-  
A ra b  organ iza tion  composed o f 
F rench se ttle rs  a n d k governm ent 
o ff ic ia ls . In  the countrys ide a 
N a tio n a l A rm y  o f L ibe ra tion , 
called by the French Fe llagha 
o r “ band it bands”  has challenged 
F rench ru le .

Fast-ta lk ing  Mendes-F r a n e e  
has persuaded the Neo-Destour 
leaders to call o ff the w ar by 
promising partial self-govern­
ment. However, this same prom­
ise was made back in 1950 and 
never carried out. W hile Mendes- 
France may be able to bamboozle 
the Neo-Destour leaders for a 
while the masses of the peasants 
and workers already show signs 
of impatience. The French im ­
perialists w ill soon either have 
to make the promised concessions 
or fight. To do the latter they 
w ill need money and arms. 
Where else can these come from  
but from the arsenal and finance 
department of world counter-rev­
olution —  the U . S. State De­
partment.

To fu r th e r  darken the p ic tu re  
fo r  F rench im p e ria lism  the na­
t io n a lis t m ovem ent in  A lg e ria  —  
the m ost advanced o f the  N o rth  
A fr ic a n  colonies —  has roused 
its e lf.  Headed by the in c o rru p ­
tib le  and uncom prom ising Mes- 
sa li H a d j, the M ovem ent fo r  
Dem ocratic L ib e rtie s  is demand­
in g  once m ore im m edia te in ­
dependence.

M illio n s  in  p ro fits  f lo w  fro m  
the N o rth  A fr ic a n  colonies to 
(French banks yea rly . Each col­
ony is  ru n  by  a t in y  m in o r ity  
o f F rench cap ita lis ts  and land - 
owners who e x p lo it the na tive  
people u n m e rc ifu lly . W ith  only 
U. S. wealth and m i l i t a r y  
strength to back them up against 
the mounting independence move­
ments of the colonial peoples, 
the French imperialists w ill or­
der their politicians to vote for 
German re-arm am ent or what­
ever else W all Street demands. 
They may do it  reluctantly but 
they w ill do it.

the in it ia t iv e  o f the D jila s -D cd i- 
je r  camp. D jila s  and D e d ije r 
suddenly began g iv in g  in tennew s 
to the W estern  press c r it ic iz in g  
the lack o f democracy and c a ll­
in g  fo r  the  r ig h t  to  fo rm  an op­
position p a rty . D e d ije r also w a lk ­
ed ou t o f a P a rty  C ontro l Com­
m ission session w h ich  sought to 
question h im  on his po litics .

*  *  *

C O E X IS T E N C E  A N D  IT A L ­
IA N  S T A L IN IS T S . F ra n k  G or- 
re ll, New  Republic correspondent 
in  Rome, repo rts  in  the Dec. 20 
issue th a t:  “ I ta ly  is  the  f i r s t  
coun try  in  W estern  Europe to 
fee l —  in  advance —  some o f 
the d ire c t e ffects on he r domes­
t ic  p o litica l s itua tion  o f M oscow’s 
new line  —  and W ash ing ton ’s 
too —  o f coexistence.”  T h is  e f­
fe c t is  the s h ift in g  o f the  gov­
ernm ent fro m  defense to offense. 
H a rd  blows are be ing delivered 
aga inst the Ita lia n  C om m unist 
P a rty : sources o f its  income are 
be ing outlawed, screening o f a ll 
governm ent o ffic e  holders is 
planned to  weed CPers out, gov­
ernm ent contracts w i l l  be denied 
to companies “ s o ft”  on commuri- 
’ism , etc. P rem ier Scelba, who is 
d ire c tin g  the  cam paign, feels 
th a t the coexistence understand­
ings p ro tect h im  fro m  any S ta lin ­
is t  rep risa ls  o ther than  name- 
ca lling .

*  *  *

N O R T H  V IE T  N A M  A N D  
C H IN A  have strengthened th e ir  
ties by agreem ents fo r  reb u ild ­
ing, developing and re o rie n tin g  
V ie t N am ’s com m unication and 
tra n sp o rta tio n  system. Chinese 
technicians and engineers w i l l  
d irec t the  w o rk . N o rth  Viet. Nam  
ra ilroads  w il l  bo linked  w ith  C h i­
nese tracks, c iv il a irlines  w ill 
l in k  the  tw o  countries and h ig h ­
w ays w il l  be constructed. The 
Chinese w i l l  also aid in  various 
V ie t N am  w a te r conservation 
pro jects.

*  *  *

SUCCESSOR TO FR A N C O ? 
The 62-year o ld  butcher o f the 
Spanish people, Francisco F ra n ­
co, is scheduled to  m eet the 
m onarch is t pre tender to the  
th rone o f Spain, the Bourbon 
prince Don Juan. F ranco, in  the 
past, has refused to  designate 
■Don Juan as h is  successor —  a 
fa c t th a t has caused s tra ined  
re la tions  w ith  the  m onarch ists 
in  (Spain. I t  is  believed now how ­
ever th a t he w i l l  agree to  the 
designation o f Don Juan ’s .son, 
16-year old Juan Carlos. The 
m ee ting  is  supposed to  concern 
plans fo r  Juan C arlos’ education, 

*  *  *
556 LO N G S H O R E M E N  A R ­

R E S TE D  IN  T U R K E Y . TheV 
are accused o f h a v in g  staged a 
w a lko u t to  e xe rt pressure on 
Iz m ir  p o rt a u tho ritie s  fo r  h ighe r 
wages and steadier w ork . S trikes 
o r any w o rk  stoppages to  im ­
prove w o rkers ’ conditions o r pay 
are ille g a l in  th is  “ dem ocratic”  
a l ly  o f U . S. im p e ria lism . Lead­
ers can be sentenced up to tw o 
years and e ig h t m onths w h ile  
ra n k -a n d -file rs  up to  s ix  m onths 
p lus fin e . The s tr ike , w h ich  was 
broken by po lice and troops, took 
place fro m  J u ly  16 to  20, 1954.

♦  *  *

J A P A N  D R IV E S  FO R  T R A D E  
W IT H  C H IN A . A ccord ing  to  a 
N . Y . T im es re p o rt, Dec. 29, o f 
a speech by new Japanese P re­
m ie r Ich iro  H atoyaina, “ The P re ­
m ie r said the  adverse fe e lin g  to ­
w a rd  the  U n ited  States stemmed 
fro m  popu la r suspicion th a t the 
previous Yoshida G overnm ent was 
tied  ‘b lin d ly ’ to  W ash ing ton po l­
icy. He expressed the  be lie f th a t 
establishm ent o f no rm a l trade  
and o the r contacts w ith  the Com­
m un is ts  would remove th is  ‘m is ­
conception.’ ”  S im u ltaneus ly  the 
H atoyam a Cabinet abolished the 
U ndem ocratic  A c tiv it ie s  C ounter­
measures Council, Japanese coun­
te rp a r t o f the U n -A m erican  A c ­
t iv it ie s  In v e s tig a tin g  Com m ittee 
in  the U . S.



W aitress Talk
--------------------- By Shirley Clark ---------------------

In the crowded dressing room we talked 
freely as we put on our uniforms. Soon we 
would 'be rushing the-dinner orders, too busy 
for conversation.

“ How’s youir back today, Pat?”  Betty 
asked.

“ I t  still bothers me some,”  Pat replied. “ But 
what was worse than the pain was the way it 
scared the wits out o f me. I thought I bad 
trouble when m y teeth bothered me last year, 
but 'when this back pain started — brother! 
my toothaches seemed like  nothing.”

“ What 'happened?”  Betty asked as she 
brushed polish o ff her white shoes.

"You remember what a tough day we had 
last Sunday? Well, after work 1 went home 
and just sat .in the chain for a while. Just sat. 
When I tried to get up i felt a terrible pain, 
right here," Pat said, touching th6 lower part 
of her spine. “ I t  was so bad I couldn't get 
up. I just dropped to the floor, afraid to 
move. ‘What is it?’ 1 thought. ‘Did 1 twist 
something? Or is ‘it  all in my mind? How can 
I work i f  something happened to m y back? 
What w ill become of me?’ I was really scared.”

“ Don’t  ever Jet yourself think like that, 
Pat,”  Nelly, an experienced waitress, said 
sharply. " I t  only makes things worse. You 
just have to  put those thoughts out o f your 
mind. I t  doesn’t do one b it of good.”  Nelly 
knew all the aches and pains o f waitress’ work. 
And the fears too. Now a grandmother, she 
had been Working since she was 14 years 
old,, with time out only fo r childbirth.

Vera, the practical joker o f out dress mg 
room, was now very serious. She thought Nelly 
was right, 'but said i t  was hard to  follow her 
advice. She also had trouble with her back and 
described her ¡symptoms and worries to us. We 
all listened gravely. The fears she and Pat 
spoke of were shared by a ll o f us.

1 looked around the small room. These were 
all /a ir ly  “ well o ff”  working women. Some of. 
them had husbands on good jobs. Others were 
maintaining homes on their own and sending 
their children to school. On this job the work 
was hard but the lips were pretty good. And 
yet there was a feeling in that room, a feeling 
that was always with us — insecurity.

I thought o f Lucy who looked so pale and 
had lost so much weight. She had been out 
recently for three months after am operation. 
She still d idn’t look well enough to work. But 
w'ho would keep her son in school and take care 
of her little  girl?

Insecurity! What it takes out of people who 
work for a living. A ll they have in the world 
is the ab ility  to work. And' if  something 
happens to that. . . ?

I t ’s bad enough for a man. But women have 
Jess confidence on the labor market. And they 
are easier ¡prey to the 'terrible fear of in­
security.

I suppose the defenders o f capitalism justify 
all this with ta lk of “ rugged individualism.” 
But sitting there in our dressing room all I 
could see o f their ¡rugged individualism Ivas 
the isolation o f each individual into a private 
world of loneliness and’fear.

Over-Crowded Jails
-----------------------  By Joyce Cowley ----------- 1-----------

Police Commissioner Adams made a speech 
ito the Real Estate Board of New York this 
week which shows that he is broadening his 
perspective. His program to combat crime now 
■goes further than 7,000 more cops. I le says 
that after we provide a proper "moral climate 
in o lir streets”  (i.e., enough club-swinging 
policemen to te rrify  'potential -law-breakers and 
everyone else as well), we must “return to the 
eternal verities”  and “ reinvigorate the concept 
that the home is the basis of society.”

1 le d idn ’t implement this by suggesting that 
real estate interests provide homes that people 
can afford. He’s evidently not th inking o f the 
problem in a material! sense. For him it ’s more 
a spiritual thing when he says that 7,000 addi­
tional men and $35,000,000 to pay for their 
keep is a step toward “ restoration of the 
dignity and integrity o f the home.”

I don’t believe Commissioner Adams has 
inspected New York’s C ity Jail recently, or 
checked his plans with Corrections Commis­
sioner Anna Kross. She has no idea where she 
w ill put the extra criminals these extra cops 
arrest. A group of ministers recently had lunch 
in C ity Jail as guests of Commissioner Kross. 
Afterwards they toured the prison and saw 
conditions which must have been unsettling to 
the lunch they had just consumed.

The C ity Jail was bu ilt to house 900 in­
mates. Rev. \Vm. R. Woffendem reports that 
he found 1400 in the place and that at times

there are over 1600. “ Women, charged with 
everything from petty larceny to  murder, were 
locked up together in' one large cage. When a 
wagpnload or so accumulate, they are herded 
into a police van and delivered to What the 
Commissioner described as a disgrace to the 
C ity  o f New York, the Women’s House of 
Detention.

"Teen age boys m ill around in a corridor 
equipped w ith only a few benches and a few 
checker boards. Men charged w ith such things 
as non-support or petty larceny have nothing 
to do but read, write or play cards. No other 
activity is possible. The present budget does 
not allow it.”

The Department of Correction is asking 
$.500,000 fo r a limited pnogram fo r the prison­
ers but has little  hope of getting 'it. (H a lf a 
m illion dollars to take care of prisoners that 
w ill cost another $35,000,000 to arrest seems 
like a modest request to me.)

Rev. Woffendem concludes. "Law  breakers 
who are locked up in an already overcrowded 
ja il, helpless ito do anything more than hold 
them, are very likely to develop into confirmed 
criminals. Just the title  ‘Departin' f  o f Cor­
rection’ w ith no means to  carry out a program 
of correction and rehabilitation is of little  use 
to society.”

but Commissioner Adams doesn’t  believe in 
coddling criminals, so 1 don't suppose he is 
■much 'interested in restoring the dignity and 
integrity of people jammed into our C ity Jail.

Notes from the News
A  N E G R O  H IS T O R Y  C A L E N D A R  fo r  1955 

is  ava ilab le  free. Those w a n tin g  i t  should w r ite  
to  Schenley Indus tries , E m p ire  S tate B d ild ing , 
New  Y o rk , N . Y .

*  *  *

P A U L  H A L L , secre tary - treasui-er o f the 
A t la n t ic  and G u lf d is tr ic t  o f the  Seafarers In ­
te rn a tio n a l U n ion , A F L , denounced a proposed 
Coast G uard “ body and b ra in  te s tin g ”  system as 
“ c le a rly  the m ost vic ious and un jus tified  a ttack  
on seamen ever made by a  G overnm ent agency.”  
H a ll called dt an “ o u tr ig h t power grab fo r  in  ;- 
fisted m il ita ry  con tro l,”  and cited provision., v f  
the  proposed ru les th a t w ould b a r a man lo r  
speech defects, defective hearing  and sense o f 
sm ell, a lle rg ies, re lig iou s  a ttitudes, a record o f 
ju ven ile  delinquency, background o f a broken 
home, lack o f educational opportun ities , a record 
o f  a com pla iner in  w h ich  the sh ip ’s m aste r’s 
op in ions are g iven g re a t w e igh t, a ttitud es  tow a rd  
sex, frequ en t chang ing  o f jobs and a “ long lis t
o f  broad and undefined specifications.”

*  *  *

“ A R E  Y O U  W R A P P IN G  U P  T H E  F U R ­
LO U G H  N O T IC E  W IT H  R E D  R IB B O N S ? ”  T h is 
was the sardonic question th a t  3,000 P u llm an 
Com pany w orkers were ask ing  one another a f te r  
the com pany handed ou t la y o f f  notices e ffec tive  
Dee. 24 to Jan. 24.

* *  *
M ER G ER  P LA N S  are proceeding between the 

A m algam ated M eat C u tte rs  and B u tcher W o rk ­
men A F L  and the  independent In te rn a tio n a l F u r  
and Lea the r W orkers  U n ion  despite a unanimous 
re je c tio n  o f  th e  p lans by  the A F L  Execu tive  
Council, i t  was reported in  the Dec. 16, N . Y . 
T im es. The F u r  un ion was ousted five years ago 
fro m  the CIO on ohaiges o f “ Com m unist dom ina­
t io n ,”  George M eany, A F L  president, in  re ­
je c tin g  the m erg e r said: “ M ere ly  the s ig n in g  o f 
a non-C om m unist a ff id a v it, in  no w ay meets the 
problem  o f C om m unist dom ination  fro m  the
v ie w po in t o f tlhe A F L .”

#  *  *

IN  A N  U N P R E C E D E N T E D  M O V E  the A tom ic  
E nergy Commission has c ircu la ted  an answer to 
a book Joseph and S te w a rt A lsop have w ritte n  
about th e  J. R obert Oppenheimer case. The N . Y . 
Post, Dec. 20 says th is  is the  f irs t  tim e  a gov­
e rnm en t agency has -released a sta tem ent o f its  
v iew s in  advance o f pub lica tion  o f a book.

*  *  *

“ R IG H T  TO  W O R K ”  LAW ’S, now on the books 
in  17 states, are under ¡heavy a tta ck  fro m  both 
the  A F L  and C IO . The CIO  has issued a 171 page 
handbook w h ich  can be obtained fro m  The Con­
gress o f In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tion , 718 Jackson 
PI., N . W ., W ash ing ton  fL  D. C. The A F L  
pam ph le t can be obtained fro m  The A m erican  
F edera tion  o f Labor, A F L  B u ild ing , W ashington 
1, D. C.

“ C H A N G E S  IN  W O M E N ’S O C C U P A TIO N S , 
1940-1950”  is the t i t le  o f a new 'publication ju s t 
released by the  U.S. D epartm ent o f Labor. About 
30% o f a ll w o rkers  are women and fo u r  and one 
h a lf  m illio n  add itiona l women entered the labor 
fo rce  in  the  decade. E ve ry  occupation group lis ted 
had an increase except household w orkers  and 
fa rm ers . A  g re a t m a jo r ity  o f women w orkers are 
m arried  and th e ir  m edian age is 36.5 years com­
pared to  32 years in  1940., *  *  *

IN  A  S U R P R IS E  M O V E  the tugboatm en in 
New Y o rk  ha rb o r q u it John L . Lew is ’s D is tr ic t 
50 o f the U n ited  M ine W orkers  and jo ined the 
A F L . The o ffic ia l reason fo r  d is a ffilia tio n  was 
th a t  Lew is refused to s ign  the non-Com m unist 
a ffid av its  required o f a ll unions w ish ing  to use 
N L R B  m achinery. W a te rfro n t observers th in k  
th a t the  rea l reason is  the fa ilu re  o f Lew is to 
come th ro u g h  on prom ises o f local autonom y, 
according to  the  Dec. 21 N . Y . T imes.

* * *
O N L Y  E IG H T  ou t o f 30 supervisors managed 

t o , ge t th rou gh  a massed p icke t line  o f 1,200 
s tr ik in g  w o rkers  a t the Underwood C orpo ra tion ’s 
B ridgeport, Conn., p lan t. The In te rn a tio n a l Un ion 
o f E le c trica l W’orke rs , CIO, on s tr ik e  since Nov. 
5, refused to  a llow  the  supervisors th rou gh  the 
p icke t line  u n t i l  a  squad o f c lub-sw ing ing  cops 
forced an opening. T h is  was the  f irs t  step o f a 
com pany plan to  s ta r t  a back-to -w ork  movement. 

*  *  «
LO O K IN G  FOR P A R A D IS E ?  I f  you are a boss 

look ing  fo r  paradise, t r y  Pelahatchie, M iss. The 
m ayo r o f th a t tow n  has been w r it in g  no rthern  
em ployers a d ve rtis ing  low er wages and h igh e r 
production per man, as fo llo w s : “ T h is  labor is 
t r u ly  A m erican, n o t in fl ic te d  w ith  the ‘som eth ing 
fo r  n o th in g ’ idea and w orks toge ther joyous ly  
w it l i  m anagement fo r  the  success o f bo th.”

* * *
A  N E W  A U T O M A T IC  M IL L  fo r, debarking 

logs was dedicated a t Bow, N . H ., fo r  the 
O ham p ion-In te rna tiona l Paper Co. The new m ill 
w i l l  use on ly  s ix  m en to debark a ll the log's 
com ing fro m  1,250,000 acres o f tim berland.

* *  *
S U R P LU S  F A R M  PRO DUCTS continue to  

move in to  governm ent warehouses a t a record 
ra te . They now am ount to $6,634 m illio n , up 2 
b illion- fro m  a yea r ago, despite a low er p a r ity  
ra t io  and acreage contro ls!

* *  *
T H E  L IF E  STORY OF JO H N  BRO W N, abo li­

t io n is t who staged the fam ous ra id  on H arpers 
F e rry , W . V., w i l l  be film ed by A llie d  A rt is ts . 
A  la rge  num ber o f  Negro actors w i l l  be used in 
suppo rting  roles. Raymond Massey w i l l  s ta r in 
the  p ic tu re  which is to  be called “ God’s A n g ry  
M an.”

V O LU M E  X IX M O N D A Y , J A N U A R Y  3, 1955 N U M B E R  1

Jailed Months 
For Being 
Puerto Ricans

By Myra Tanner
New Y ork  police, p a tro llin g  

C entra l P ark  la te  a t night, last 
June, encountered a woman in  her 
fift ie s  ly in g  unclothed on the 
grass. Tw o teen-aged boys, recent 
im m ig ran ts  fro m  Puerto Rico 
were nearby. The woman to ld  the 
cops the youths had forced her 
there and assaulted her. A  kn ife  
was found in  the possession of 
one o f the youths. The woman’s 
s to ry  was accepted and the two 
boys, unable to meet ba il o f 
$10,000 each, were pu t in  ja i l .  A  
grand ju ry  “ in ves tig a tion ”  in ­
dicted them  on charges o f 
attem pted rape.

N e a rly  s ix  months la te r A s­
s is ta n t D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  A n ­
dreo li, p re pa ring  the case fo r  
t r ia l ,  contacted an eye - w itness 
whose name had been taken by 
the a rre s tin g  o ffice r, John Brady 
o f  A lbany, New Y ork , and g o t his 
version o f w hat happened. B rady 
exploded the wom an’s s tory. He 
reported th a t he had been accost­
ed by the  woman who was drunk. 
He rebuffed her and then saw her 
in v ite  the tw o  youths in to  the 
p a rk . He iden tified  the woman 
and she confessed her lie .

H O W  M A N Y  O TH E R S ?
The New Y o rk  Post, in  an 

ed ito ria l Dec. 15 pointed ou t th a t 
“ A ss is tan t D A  R ichard U v i l le r . . .  
obtained the o rig in a l ind ic tm en t 
and saw the youths im prisoned 
when they could no t produce ba il. 
E ve ry th in g  th a t A ndreo li d is ­
covered could have been found 
o u t before the in d ic tm en t was 
sought.”  The fac ts  show th a t 
U vn ile r’s “ pe rfect case”  was 
based on the  w o rd  o f the woman 
w ith o u t any a tte m p t to  v e r ify  it .

The ed ito ria l c o n t i n u e d :  
‘ ‘Thanks to  M r. A nd reo li, two 
¡boys fro m  P uerto  Rico have 
n a rro w ly  escaped being sentenced 
to 10 years in  ja i l  fo r  an 
i m a g i n a r y  M iss iss ipp i - s ty le  
‘rape.’

“ B u t the case m ust haun t O ur 
Town. How m any s im ila r ep i­
sodes rem ain unexposed?

“ I f  a ll the m achinery o f law  
could fa ilte r so long in  so pa lpab ly  
f lim s y  a case, i t  is  tim e  to  wonder 
aga in  w h a t goes on in  our counts 
every' o the r day o f the year.”

However, no one had to 
“ wonder”  long. D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  
Hogan qu ick ly  came to  the de­
fense o f his A ss is tan t, U v ille r , 
and pro tested aga inst the c r i t i ­
cism o f the Post. In doing so, he 
u n w itt in g ly  revealed the deep- 
rooted pre jud ice buried in  his 
police m ind. Convictions, not 
jus tice  are the objectives o f his 
office. He pleaded the “ seeming 
respectab ility  and background”  o f 
the woman. A nd blamed the false 
a rres t and ind ic tm ent on the 
“ suspicious and indecent actions 
o f the defendents.”

E X P E R T  T E S T IM O N Y
The Post rep lied in  another 

e d ito r ia l: “ I f  so en lightened and 
esteemed a prosecutor as F rank  
Hogan can defend th is  case as 
Standard O pe ra ting  Procedure, 
the fears we voiced la s t week 
.about the condition o f justice  in  
O ur Tow n (especia lly cases in ­
v o lv in g  P uerto  R icans) were an 
understatem ent. . . W h a t is m ost 
p a in fu lly  m issing in  Hogan's 
le tte r  is any sense o f ou trage a t 
the cruel and inhum an punish­
m ent imposed on tw o youths who 
happened to lack any ‘seeming 
resp ec tab ility  and background.’ ”

T h is  exchange between D is tr ic t  
A tto rn e y  Hogan and the Post 
ed itors inspired fo rm e r police re ­
p o rte r Don Evans fro m  Lousiana 
to  w r ite  to  the Post le tte r  colum n 
o ffe r in g  some expert tes tim ony: 

“ M y own experience^ clim axed 
by an assistant D A ’s com fo rting  
assurance th a t the use o f rubber 
hose ‘cuts out w ork in  h a lf,’ le ft 
me w ith  no th ing so much as a 
sickening, to rm en ting  suspicion 
tha t our prosecutors, pressed fo r  
tim e  and fra n tic  to  get the con­
vic tions they are h ired to  get, 
never re a lly  match up the r ig h t 
people w ith  the crim es th a t are 
com m itted.”

Evans could have added: w o rk ­
in g  class you th , p a rtic u la r ly  
fro m  m in o r ity  groups, are the 
m ain v ic tim s  o f the rubber-hose 
squads.

No Basic D iffe rences

Sen. Lyndon Johnson (D -T c x .), Dem ocratic leader o f the 
Senate, assumes a feet-on-desk pose as he te lls  a W ashington 
press conference there is “ no b itte r  d isagreem ent”  on Pres. 
E isenhower’s program . The m ajor factions o f both cap ita lis t 
parties may d if fe r  over secondary and tac tica l m atters  bu t 
fo llow  W a ll S tree t’s d ic ta tes on basic fo re ign  po licy.

Swift & Co. Intensifies 
Provocations Campaign

By A1 Simmons
CHICAGO, Dec. 15 — About a month ago Sw ift and 

Co., leading packer in the meat-packing industry, fired a 
group of union stewards in the ir Denver plant. The cause
o f f i r in g  was th a t these stewards

"This Is M urder”  
Charged in N.Y. 
Slum Fire Deaths

Christmas week saw six more tenants of slums in New 
York City burned to death in fire  traps. And this, after 
weeks of a noisy campaign to “ force”  landlords to end 
v io la tio ns  o f the housing laws.

pressed grievances o f the  w o rk ­
ers too hard to s u it the com ­
pany. The w orkers in  ten  Denver 
p lan ts  responded to th is  f la g ra n t 
a ttack on th e ir  union w ith  a one- 
week s tr ike , b u t despite the 
s tr ik e  the stewards rem a in  d is­
charged.

F o llo w in g  th is  broadside a ttack  
on the un ion in  Denver, S w ift  
then threatened to f ire  a group 
o f w orkers in  its  ¡St. Paul p lan t, 
unless they subm itted to the 
com pany’s program  o f speed-up.

T h is  move was fo llow ed w ith  
the  discharge o f tw o stewards 
in  the Chicago p la n t and the 
suspension of fou rteen  dock w o rk ­
ers. Here the tw o  stewards were 
involved in  f in d in g  ou t w hy a 
w o rke r in  th e ir  departm ent had 
been reprim anded by his super­
v iso r and when they insisted on 
pe rfo rm in g  th e ir  union duties 
they were ordered by the super­
v iso r to leave the p lan t. The 14 
w orkers in  th e ir  gang, who were 
on lunch tim e, gathered around 
to  f in d  ou t w h a t had happened, 
protested the a rb it ra ry  f i r in g  o f 
th e ir  stewards and were given 
tw o weeks o ff.

T h is  week, in  the W ilm in g to n , 
N. C., p lan t, the  w o rkers  walked 
o f f  th e ir  jobs to p ro tes t the d is­
charge o f the president .o f th e ir  
local. He refused to apologize to 
his supervisor fo r  an a rgum ent 
over an excessive job  load. He 
protested S w ift ’s p rogram  o f 
speed-up.

“ S O M E T H IN G ’S F IS H Y ”
A s ye t th is  “ scare-the-stew- 

ards”  d rive  has no t h it  the o ther 
packing companies b u t every 
packinghouse w o rke r knows th a t 
A rm o u r, W ilson and Cudahy are 
w a tch ing  S w ift ’s o f f e n s i v e  
aga inst the union w ith  keen in ­
te res t and are cha fing  a t the 
b it  to do a l i t t le  f i r in g  them ­
selves.

As one w o rke r in  the A rm o u r 
p lan t in Chicago puts i t :  “ M y 
boss and I  have been a t each 
o the r’s th roa ts  fo r  f iv e  years now, 
bu t on ly  las t week he sta rted  ge t­
t in g  rea l nice to me. Som ething’s 
f is h y ! W c be tte r w atch o u r­
selves.”

The f ir in g s  in  S w ift  came on 
the heels o f a recent three-day 
conference o f S w ift  superin ten­
dents fro m  a ll p lan ts, held in the 
com pany’s general o ffice  in  C hi­
cago.

The. in te rn a tio n a l union has 
summoned an emergency m eet­
in g  o f spokesmen o f a ll S w ift  
Locals in  Chicago Dec. 16 to 
w o rk  ou t plans to meet th is  o f­
fensive.

T h is  is a good beginn ing. T h is  
m eeting indicates th a t the union 
is  fac ing  up to the fa c t  th a t  the

f ir in g s  o f m il ita n t  un ion is ts  in  
th ree  S w ift  p lan ts  is no t an 
isolated local inc iden t bu t a 
fro n ta l a tta ck  on the union. As 
'the offensive continues, the unio7i 
w il l rea lize also th a t these a ttacks 
are no t m ere ly confined to  the 
S w if t  chain bu t d ire c tly  a ffe c t 
the w e lfa re  o f the A rm o u r, W il­
son and Cudahy w orkers  and i t  
m ay be necessary to  summon • a 
m eeting o f a ll the chains to stop 
these un ion-busting  attacks.

A t  present i t  is the S w ift  w o rk ­
ers who are under f ire  and they 
deserve the support o f the w o rk ­
ers in  the entire ' union. S o lidar­
ity  w ith  the f ife d  S w ift  w o rk ­
ers on the p rinc ip le  o f an in ju ry  
to  one is an in ju ry  to  a ll is  the 
f ir s t  condition fo r  success in  de­
fe a tin g  the an ti-un ion  offensive.

On Dec. 22 F ire  Com m issioner 
E dw ard F . Cavanagh J r. said 
“ W e are bu rn ing  up the  en tire  
c ity  —  a ll around us —  and b u rn ­
in g  i t  up needlessly.”

On Dec. 23, as Cavanagh was 
•making a public speech about 
the progress o f his b ig  cam paign, 
a man was b u rn in g  to death in  
h is tenem ent house w ith  ne ithe r 
a second e x it no r a s p rin k le r 
system as requ ired by law . In ­
spectors had noted the v io la tions  
beg inn ing in  1941! The la s t in ­
spection occurred in  A ugust, 
1954. The land lo rd , in  the course 
o f these 13 years had been fined  
a to ta l o f $205. B u t the  v io la ­
tions had never been corrected.

TOO L A T E
Then on C hristm as n ig h t, f i r e ­

men f in a lly  made th e ir  way in to  
the' charred rem ains o f a H arlem  
tenem ent room to  recover tw o  
bodies. L it t le  E dw ard R ivera was 
dead. H is  uncle, M r. M artin ez  
had dashed in  to  rescue h im , but 
fa iled , and they died together.

The N . Y . Post, Dec. 26, cor­
re c tly  calls i t  “ m urder.”  In  a Dec. 
26 ed ito ria l the y  say: “ There is 
no excuse. There is no defense. 
There  is no exp lanation. W h a t­
ever lega l te rm s m ay be applied, 
th is  is  m urder.”

The N . Y . Tilmes, December 27 
does some w is h fu l th in k in g : 
“ W e hope th a t th is  inc iden t w i l l  
s t if fe n  Com m issioner Cavanagh’s 
de te rm ina tion  to  discover the cu l­
p r its  and b r in g  them  to  book, 
and th a t  m ag is tra tes w i l l . no t 
hesita te  to  mete ou t m axim um  
penalties fo r  v io la to rs .”
'  B u t worse than the C hristm as 
week f ir e  deaths is the fa c t  th a t 
tens o f thousands are l iv in g  r ig h t  
th is  m inu te  in danger o f be ing 
cornered in  a tenem ent rbohi w ith  
no means o f escape, w ith o u t even 
a s lim  chance o f su rv iva l.

F ire  C h ie f P ete r L o ftu s  de­
scribe how a f ir e  tra n s fo rm s  the 
s ta irw a y  in to  an impassable in ­

fe rno . “ A n y  f ir e  s ta r t in g  fro m  
below w il l  go d ire c tly  up the  
s ta irw a y ”  tu rn in g  i t  in to  a “ ch im ­
ney.”  T h a t is w h y  the la w  re ­
qu ires a s p rin k lin g  system  or 
a  second ex it.

L A N D L O R D  G REED
Weeks ago Cavanagh ad m it­

ted th a t “ there m ust be hun­
dreds and hundreds i f  n o t tho u ­
sands, o f dw ellings w i t h o u t  
sp rink le rs  o r secondary ex its .”

The law , designed to  curb 'the  
greed o f land lords and prov ide 
some pro tection  to  the people, 
who in h a b it the slums, is  v io la ted  
le f t  and r ig h t.  Cavanagh’s p a lt ry  
assignm ent o f 50 firem e n  to  cor­
rec t th is  s itu a tio n  is  lik e  t r y in g  
to ho ld  back the ocean waves 
w ith  a broom. H e gives an u l­
tim a tu m  to  13 land lords and “ ap­
peals”  to the  rest.

F urthe rm ore , the  law s made 
under the in fluence o f p o w e rfu l 
rea l estate in te rests, are n o t en­
forced, and o ften  cannot be. 
There is  no means o f  h a u lin g  
absentee land lords be fore the  
courts as long as the y  rem a in  
outside th e  ju r is d ic tio n  o f the  
local au tho rities .

A  rent s trike , such as was 
proposed by Congressman Adam  
C layton Powell, and given the  
fu l l  backing o f the New Y o rk  
labor movement could force c ity  
o ff ic ia ls  to  act. ifindignant ed i­
to r ia ls  would then be trans la ted  
in to  rea l measures to  h a lt th is  
m urder by f ire .

The w o rs t c rim e o f a ll, how­
ever, is com m itted by  the C ity , 
S ta te  and Federa l government, 
They p e rm it the  existence o f 
such ro tten , over-crowded slums. 
None o f the governm ent housing 
program s, authored by Dem ocrats 
as w e ll as Republicans, provide 
fo r  a h a lt  to the  g ro w th  o f ’slums 
in  A m erican cities.

W hether s low ly  by disease and 
poverty  o r qu ick ly  by the f ir e  
traps o f the , slums —  “ T h is  is  
m urder.”

Setback to Red-Baiting 
Given in L A .  N A A C P
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LOS A N G E LE S , Dec. 20. —  
R ed-ba iting  was given a resound­
in g  setback in  las t week’s annual 
election o f o ffice rs  in  the local 
branch o f the N a tion a l Associa­
tion  fo r  the Advancem ent o f Col­
ored People.

M ain  in te re s t in  the cam paign 
centered around the contest fo r  
the presidency, where a young 
a tto rn ey , Thomas G. Neusom, 
was p itte d  aga inst a conserva­
tive , e lde rly  den tis t, D r. H . 
Claude Hudson, m em ber o f the  
na tiona l executive com m ittee o f 
the N A A C P . W hen the votes were 
counted, Neusom had won by a 
landslide — cha lk ing  up nearly  
a three-to-one v ic to ry  over his 
opponent in  the best attended 
and m ost con trovers ia l m eeting 
o f the branch in  recent years.

D r. Hudson had campaigned 
exclus ive ly  on a “ keep-the-Com- 
m unists - ou t p la tfo rm .”  S ta te ­
ments he issued to  the press 
claimed th a t he was “ re lu c ta n t”  
to  run , b u t th a t he had consented 
to do so because o f pressure 
placed upon h im  to  “ save the 
o rgan iza tion ”  fro m  “ in f i l t r a t io n ”  
by “ Com m unists.”

R E D -B A IT IN G  L E A F L E T
A ttached to a m im eographed 

a tta ck  aga ins t Neusom which 
Hudson’s supporters handed out 
a t the m eeting was a copy o f 
the “ Keep the Com m unists O ut”  
p rin ted  le a fle t th a t was d is tr i­
buted some s ix  m onths ago up 
in  San Francisco, in  which the 
r e g i o n a l  secre tary -  counsel, 
F i-ank lin  W illia m s , b lack lis ted  
various o rgan iza tions and pe riod­
icals, in c lud ing  the M ilita n t,  
branded them  a ll “ subversive”  
in  the best w itch -h u n tin g  style, 
and urged supporters o f the 
N A A C P  to avoid them  as they 
would the plague. I t  was a le a f­
le t o f the type th a t could easily 
have been p u t ou t by a M cC ar­
th y , a Gerald L. K . S m ith , o r 
the  red -b a itin g  bureaucracy o f 
the unions.

A ltho ug h  thousands o f copies 
o f the le a fle t were sent to the

Los Angeles branch, the y  were 
n o t o f f ic ia lly  d is tribu ted . They 
were placed in  the N A A C P  o f­
fice , and anyone who so wished 
could take as m any as he de­
sired. Few people in  Los Angeles 
were aware o f th e ir  ex is tence

The s ta p lin g  o f these lea fle ts  
to D r. Hudson’s cam paign l i te r ­
a tu re , toge ther w ith  h is  s ta te ­
ments about “ sav ing”  the  o rg an ­
iza tion  fro m  “ Com m unist in f i l ­
t ra t io n ”  c le a rly  im p lied  th a t i f  
Neusom were elected, “ Com m u­
n is ts ”  would have a free  hand, 
though Neusom was no t d ire c tly  
¡accused o f “ subversive”  sym pa­
thies.

In  con trast to D r. Hudson, 
Neusom, w h ile  re jec tin g  the im ­
plied a llega tion  th a t he is  a Com­
m un ist, re fra ined  from  re d -b a it­
in g  and campaigned consistently 
on a program  designed to  s tim ­
u la te  membership pa rtic ip a tion  
in branch m eetings and a c tiv ity , 
to awaken in te res t in the N A A C P  
and to  encourage increased m em ­
bership in  the o rgan iza tion .

The em phatic v ic to ry  o f N eu­
som m ust be considered a d e fi­
n ite  repud ia tion  o f D r. Hudson 
and his policies.

I t  w ou ld  be incorrect, however, 
to in te rp re t Neusom’s election 
sole ly as a conscious re jec tion  by 
the m em bership o f red -ba iting .

Neusom is gene ra lly  consider­
ed a lib e ra l f ig h te r  fo r  N egro 
r ig h ts . He is one o f the a t to r ­
neys who has been c a rry in g  on 
the s trugg le  fo r  in te g ra tio n  o f 
Negroes in  the Los Angeles F ire  
D epartm ent and is  best known 
in  th is  capacity. The im p lied  ac­
cusation th a t he is a “ red”  ju s t 
d idn ’t  stick.

DO N O T H IN G  P O LIC Y
There are, however, add itiona l 

fac to rs  w h ich account fo r  N eu­
som’s p o p u la rity . The on ly  e ffec­
tiv e  w o rk  carried  on by the local 
branch in  the past period has 
been th a t o f its  lega l com m ittee. 
In  p ra c tic a lly  a ll o ther spheres—  
m em bership, sale o f Freedom 
seals, a rousing com m un ity  sup­
p o rt on specific  issues —  the 
branch has been in  the doldrum s.

There has been much g ru m b l­
in g  and d issa tis fac tion  among

members over w hat is genera lly  
regarded as a “ do n o th in g ”  po l­
icy.

D r. Hudson’s preoccupation in  
h is cam paign w ith  keeping v a r­
io u s 'g ro u p s  and ind iv idua ls  ou t 
o f the organ iza tion  ra th e r than  
on a positive p rogram  o f expan­
sion undoubtedly was in te rp re te d  
as a sign th a t i f  he were elected 
the re  would be a con tinua tion  o f 
the stagna tion  o f  the branch.

The vote fo r  Neusom m ust bd 
considered a vote fo r  a break 
w ith  in a c t iv ity  and a m andate 
fo r  a dynam ic and aggressive 
bu ild in g  o f the organization), 
Neusonris pre-election a tta ck  on 
“ le th a rg y , in a c tiv ity , lack o f p ro ­
gram  and d irec tion ”  m et enthu­
siastic  response.

T he  b itte rness engendered d u r­
in g  the cam paign added to  the  
accumulated stodginess o f the 
past m ay m ake i t  d i f f ic u lt  f o r  
the new ad m in is tra tio n  to achieve 
no tew o rthy  progress.

B u t every progressive step 
taken by the new leadership de­
serves and should receive the  
w arm  backing o f both the com­
m un ity  and the labor movement. 
I f  i t  gets tha t) support the  local 
branch can in the next 12 m onths 
become an im p o rta n t leader in  
the fig h t fo r  fu l l  equa lity  fo r  
Negroes.

Detroit Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

“ Is ‘Peaceful 
Coexistence’ Possible?”

Speaker: F ra n k  Love ll 

F r i. ,  Jan. 7, a t 8 P. M .
•

“ B ig Business 
A nd B ig  C rim e”

Speaker: R ita  Shaw 

F r i., Jan. 14, a t 8 P. M .
•

at 3000 Grand R iver 
(Room 207)

•
Donation 25c.

Free to  unemployed


