
Harlem Firetrap 
Tenants Threaten 
Rent Strike Call

By Joyce Cowley
NEW YORK, Dec. 12—Some 500 angry tenants at a 

Harlem protest meeting here yesterday threatened land­
lords of firetraps with a permanent rent strike. The meet-
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in s  was called by  Rep. Adam 
C layton Powell a lte r  several 
H arlem  tenement f ile s  d u rin g  the 
la s t few  days in which three peo­
ple lost th e ir  lives, others were 
in ju re d  and many fam ilies  were 
le f t  homeless.

“ There is no d iffe rence be­
tween a man w a lk in g  down the 
s tree t w ith  a gun and a man who 
w ith  callous ind iffe rence knows 
the life  o f people l iv in g  in  his 
■property can be snu ffed out 
ove rn igh t,”  Powell to ld  ;in aud i­
ence which the N .Y. T im es re ­
po rts  “ buzzed in anger a t f re ­
quent in te rva ls .”

They responded w ith  loud ap­
plause and approving shouts 
when he sa id : “ 1 call fo r  a pe r­
manent rent s tr ik e  in  Harlem  
wherever there are housing v io ­
la tions.”

SH O C KIN G  C O N D IT IO N S
Powell called housing the 

"num ber one problem  fac ing  peo­
ple  in th is  area,’ ’ where the  N e ­
g ro  people are forced because o f 
res iden tia l segregation to  pay 
h igh  ren ts fo r  overcrowded death­
traps.

The m eeting came on the heels 
o f the adm ission by F ire  Com- | 
m issioner Oavanagh, th a t in a 
10-day period f ire  inspectors had 
found 14 s in g le -ex it slum -area 
apai'tm ent houses w ith  inopera­
tiv e  s ta irw a y  s p rin k le r systems.

“ Shocking”  conditions were de­
scribed by inspectors, who re p o rt­
ed tha t some s p rin k le r systems 
were “ com plete ly disconnected 
from  w ater supplies.”  Cavanagh 
threatened the usual “ crack­
down”  on these “ f irc t ra p  land­
lo rds."

Itep . Powell exp la ined th a t 
tenants in  H arlem  w il l  ob ta in  t lio  
l is t  o f v io la tions  in  th e ir  a p a rt­
ments from  the D epartm ent o f 
H ousing and B u ild ings. Then 
those w ith  v io la tions  ( “ probably 
n e a rly  a ll,”  said Pow ell) w il l te ll 
the land lord : " F ix  these v io la ­
tions o r we w ithho ld  you r re n t."

Powell also critic ized  M ag is ­
tra te s  Courts, as being too le n i­
ent w ith  land lords who v io la ted  
ithe law , the c ity  fo r  no t p ro v id ­
in g  m ore housing inspectors and 
the D epartm ent o f Housing and 
B u ild ing s  fo r  no t having a pub- 
dic education program .

Personally, I  th in k  i t ’s the 
landlords, not the public, who 
nerd some educating and i t  looks 
like  they 're  going to get it .  I 
can’ t th in k  o f a n y th in g  qu ite  so 
educational fo r a landlord as not 
co llecting his rent. Ja il sentences 
fo r  landlords whose gross n e g li­
gence resulted in loss o f human 
li fe  would he another excellent 
method o f education.

There ’s a t least one s to ry  in
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A D A M  C L A Y TO N  P O W E LL

the papers every week about 
helpless people trapped by fire  in 
the tenem ents o f Harlem , East 
H arlem , Bedford S tuyvesant or 
o ther sections o f ra p id ly  spread­
in g  s lum  areas. Desperate people 
t ry  to use s p rin k le r systems th a t 
haven’t  worked fo r  years o r 
fra n t ic a lly  search fo r  fire  exits 
tha t don’t  exist. The land lord may 
pay a sm all fine bu t no m a tte r 
how f la g ra n tly  he has vio lated 
b u ild in g  codes, he w on’t  go to 
ja il.  I d o n 't know o f a single 
land lord in th is  c ity  serv ing  a 
ja il term .

P R E P A R IN G  A C T IO N
As a resu lt o f the tra g ic  fires, 

tenants in  H arlem  are p repa ring  
to take action. Bernard J. G ilroy , 
Com missioner o f H ousing and 
B uild ings, agreed to see a group 
from  the p ro tes t m eeting th is  
week. On Jan. 1, delegates w ill 
set up a com m ittee to  w o rk  out 
■strike techniques.

I f  th is  com m ittee s ta rts  serious 
preparations fo r  a re n t s tr ik e  and 
bu ilds  a s trong  tenants organiza­
tion . i t  w i l l  be a b ig  step tow ard 
a solution to housing problems. 
I ’m confident they won’t  stop at 
■an emergency measure like  
pa tch ing up fire traps, bu t w ill 
demand adequate new low -ren t 
housing fo r  m illio n s  o f  people 
jam m ed in to  the da rk , f ilth y , 
dangerous slum bu ild ings o f th is  
c ity .

)-------------------
hiring- and f ir in g  on the New 
Y o rk  and New Jersey docks.

This is announced as the f irs t  
con trac t ever turned down by the 
rank-and-file  dockers. The tru th  
is th a t th is is the f irs t  contract 
voted, on in a secret b a llo t super­
vised by an outside professional 
b a llo ting  association. In  the past 
the vote was a lw ays announced 
as Ryan wanted it .

ILA Ranks Vote Down 
"No-Strike” Contract

By A rt Sharon
NEW YORK. Dec. 13 — The newly-negotiated con­

tract of the independent International Longshoremen’s 
Association was turned down this week by the union
irank-a lid -file  in a secret ba llo t.

The. con tract, a resu lt o f 
.months o f nego tia tions by IL A  
leaders had secured a 17-cont 
h o u r ly  wage and w e lfa re  package 
and a union-shop clause. B u t the 
con tra c t had included a no -strike  
.pledge which barred stoppages o f 
any k ind  fo r  a tw o-year period.
T h is  concession to the shippers 
p u t the en tire  con trac t in  doubt.

D u rin g  the past decade i t  has 
been the s tr ik e  weapon th a t has 
g iven the New Y o rk  dock 
w a llope r an even shake aga inst 
the  sell-outs o f the union leaders.
No w a te rfro n t in the w o rld  has 
had as m any so-called w ild ­
ca t strikes. T im e and again, a 
m iserable con tract negotiated by 
fo rm e r IL A  leader Joseph “ K in g ”
R yan was repud iated by ran k - 
and-file  s tr ik e  action. I t  was his 
in a b ility  to make his sell - outs 
s tick  th a t even tua lly  led to 
R yan ’s forced re tirem en t.

V ir tu a lly  every gain made by 
the New Y ork dockers has been 
the resu lt o f th e ir  own rank-and- 
file  action. The s tr ik e  weapon 
figures la rge in th e ir experience.

The press reports  the IL A  
leaders stunned by the action o f 
the ranks. Enemies o f the IL A  
are seeking some c o m fo rt from  
th is  vote by seeing a repud iation 
o f  the IL A  leadership. B ut i f  the 
vote expresses non-confidence in 
the  I L A ’s present leadership, i t  
ce rta in ly  gives no support to any 
o f the o ther contenders fo r  the 
dockers’ allegiance. The A F L  
gang who fa iled  in  a yea r long 
b a ttle  to  take over tile  w a te r­
f r o n t  lost out m a in ly  because o f 
the  s tr ik e  - b reak ing  ro le  they 
played d u rin g  the spring  dock 
s tr ik e  and the support they gave 
to  the governm ent w a te rfro n t 
commission e ffo r ts  to con tro l

Own Party 
Seen Aim of 
McCarthy

By Daniel Roberts
DEC. 13.— Sen. Joseph M cCar­

thy  continued his course o f bu ild ­
in g  a fascist movement in  the 
L’ .S. when on Dec. 7 he broke 
w ith  President Eisenhower. The 
break came a fte r Eisenhower 
praised Sen. W atk ins (R -U ta h ) 
who headed the Senate com m it­
tee tha t recommended M cCar­
thy 's  censure. E isenhower was 
pushing fo r the censure move 
behind the scenes.

M cC arthy accused E isenhower 
o f a “ sh rin k in g  show o f weak­
ness”  in the f ig h t aga inst “ Com­
m unism ”  and said, “ I fee l . . . 
th a t I should apologize fo r  p rom ­
is in g  the A m erican people tha t 
i f  they would elect the E isen­
hower A d m in is tra tio n  th a t they 
could be assured o f a vigorous, 
fo rce fu l f ig h t  against com m un­
ism in G overnm ent.”

On Doc. 8, E isenhower respond­
ed by dec la ring  in his press in ­
te rv ie w : “ I f  people wanted to 
s p lit  o f f  ( fro m  the Republican 
P a rty ) . . . th a t would have to 
he th e ir  business.”  Thus, the sp lit 
o f the incipient, fasc is t movement 
fro m  the Republican P a rty , 
where it  incubated d u rin g  the 
las t fo u r  years, appears closer.

“ T R E A S O N ”  T H E M E
A s Roscoe D rum m ond stated 

in  the  Dec. 12 N .Y . H era ld  T r ib ­
une: “ In  e ffe c t and in  sum to ta l, 
Sen. M cC arthy now accuses the 
Dem ocratic ad m in is tra tion s  o f 
tw en ty  years o f treason, accuses 
the E isenhower a d m in is tra tio n  o f 
two years o f treason, accuses 
seventy members o f the Senate 
o f being the ‘handmaidens o f 
Com m unism ,’ and levels the same 
charge aga inst the President o f 
•the United States.”

The treason theme is a h a ll­
m ark o f fasc is t demagogy, which 
M cCarthy now employs against 
a ll tra d itio n a l agencies o f cap­
ita lis t class ru le . A prom inent 
M cC arthy ite  recen tly  declared: 
“ Those fo r  M cCarthy are com­
plete Am ericans. O thers serve the 
C om m unist conspiracy, u n w it­
t in g ly  a t best, and de libera te ly  
and treacherously a t w o rs t.”  T ha t 
is the H itle r ite  fue h re r p rinc ip le  
— the notion o f the "s a v io r”  who, 
aga inst any and a ll odds, w ill 
lead the nation to v ic to ry  against 
“ in te rna l and exte rna l enemies.”

In pursu ing his fascist, course, 
M cC arthy has been deserted by 
most o f his Republican a llies, in ­
c lud ing  senators who stood most 
staunchly by him  d u rin g  the cen­
sure f ig h t.  Sen. Know land (C a l.), 
the GOP flo o r leader, who had 
voted against censure as a means 
o f expressing his disagreem ent 
w ith  the E isenhower ad m in is tra -

(Continued on page 4)

Signs P act w ith  D ic ta to r

U.S. Sec. o f S tate John Foster Dulles and George K . C. Ych. 
fo re ign  m in is te r in d ic ta to r Chiang Kai-shek's cabinet on 
Formosa, shake hands in W ashington a fte r  s ign ing  a “ m utua l 
secu rity ”  tre a ty . 'J’he tre a ty  fo rm a lly  binds the U.S. to defend 
Chiang’s seizure o f Formosa and o ther Chinese islands and 
symbolizes the in tent o f Am erican im peria lism  to continue its  
schemes to overthrow  the revo lu tiona ry  Chinese government.

RIGHT-WINGERS PURGE 
BRITISH LABOR PARTY

By John White
LONDON, Dec. 7 — Under the banner of a witch hunt 

against Trotskyists, the right-wing leadership has begun 
a purge among the rank-and-file of the British Labour
P arty . Its  a im  is to  remove the J 
m ost advanced o f le ft-w in g  forces
— the supporters o f Socia list 
O utlook, le ft-w in g  weekly banned 
by ithe leadership which suspend­
ed publication early  in  October.

A t  its  last m eeting, the N a ­
tiona l Executive Com m ittee of 
the Labor P a rty  expelled six 
Labor P a rty  members, three of 
whom are members o f the M an­
agem ent Com m ittee o f the Labor 
P ub lish ing Society, w h ich pub­
lished Socia lis t Outlook. These 
three are also labor councillors.

D E N O U N C E  E X P U LS IO N S
F urthe r expulsions have ev i­

dently  been planned. To ca rry  out 
th is  purge, r ig h t-w in g  members 
o f the N.E.C. have set up a new 
purge m achinery —  a com m ittee 
o f enqu iry  consisting o f two 
r ig h t-w in g  leaders plus tw o  paid 
o ffic ia ls  o f the p a rty . The com­
m ittee has operated behind the 
backs o f the p a rty  and was 
denounced by Nov. 26 Tribune 
the Bevanitc weekly.

Ioi his weekly column, the

ed ito r o f T ribune  ac id ly  com­
mented on the a c tiv itie s  o f M iss 
A lice  Bacon M.P., w itch -hu n te r in 
ch ie f, who was “ cha irm an o f the 
tra ve lin g  tr ibu na l searching out 
T ro tsky is ts  in the constituency 
Labor P arties.”  Miss Bacon is 
notorious as a loya l supporte r o f 
H e rbe rt M orrison, the r ig h t-w in g  
machine p o litic ian . She heralded 
the w itch  hu n t aga inst T ro ts k y ­
ism in he r speech at the las t 
Labor P a rty  Conference, when 
she defended the ban on Socia list 
O utlook on beha lf o f the Labor 
P a rty  N .E.C.

R E TU R N S  TO A T T A C K  
The T ribune re turned to the 

attack when the N.E.C. carried 
th rough  the expulsions recom­
mended by th is  “ tra ve lin g  t r i ­
bunal.”  In a fron t-p age  a rtic le , 
the  la s t week’s issue declared: 
“ New and s in is te r issues are 
raised by the la te s t Labor P a rty  
purge in s titu te d  against so-called 
‘T ro tsky ite s ’ o r those once associ­
ated w ith  ‘S ocia lis t O utlook.’ F o r 

(Continued on page 3)

Braden Gets 
15 Years in 
Ky. Frameup

DEC. 14 —  F o r se lling  his 
■house to a N egro  couple and 
possessing rad ica l lite ra tu re  in  
his lib ra ry , newspaperman Carl 
Braden was sentenced yesterday 
to 15 years in prison and fined 
$5,000 in the notorious Lou isv ille , 
Ky., “ sed ition”  case.

La s t June, M r. Braden and his 
w ife  Anne sold th e ir  home in  an 
a ll-w h ite  neighborhood to A ndrew  
Wade IV , a N egro  con tractor. The 
n ig h t a f te r  M r. and M rs. Wade 
moved in, a cross was burned in  
the neighborhood, rocks were 
th row n through th e ir  w indows 
and s ix  shots fired in to  th e ir  
house. Then on June 27, despite 
the guard  th a t w h ite  and colored 
friends o f the Wades m aintained 
around the house, a bomb sha tte r­
ed a w a ll and the porch.

IG N O R E  K U  K L U X E R S
Instead o f look ing  fo r  the Ku 

K lu x  K lan elements who were 
undoubtedly responsible fo r  the 
crim e, the  police proceeded to  in ­
vestigate the v ic tim  Wade and his 
friends. The cops raided th e ir  
homes and arrested C arl and 
Anne Braden and fo u r  other 
w h ite  friends o f the Wades, 
cha rg ing  th a t they had com­
m itte d  the bom bing as p a rt o f a 
“ Com m unist p lo t.”

The six  were indicted under a 
11)20 K entucky sedition law  and a 
state “ c rim in a l synd ica lism ”  law. 
Braden, a copyreader fo r  the 
Lo u isv ille  C ourie r - Jou rna l, was 
the f irs t  to be tried .

On the w itness stand Braden 
denied tha t lie had ever belonged 
to the Com m unist P a rty  and ex­
plained his ownership o f radical 
lite ra tu re  (a cons titu tiona l r ig h t 
which should not even be ques­
tioned) by the fact tha t ho had 
once been a labor reporte r and 
had acquired a considerable 
lite ra tu re  dealing w ith  a ll phases 
o f the labor movement.

STO O L-P IG EO N  T E S T IF IE S
However, in  the reb u tta l, the 

prosecutor rang  in  the testim ony 
o f a professional stool - pigeon, 
A lb e rta  A hearn, who claimed th a t 
the Bradens belonged to a Com­
m un ist P a rty  cell in which she 
lrad been w o rk in g  fo r  the F B I. 
A tte m p ts  by the defense to sub­
poena he r reports to the F B I were 
unsuccessful.

The prosecuting a tto rney  wound 
up the presentation o f his fram e- 
up case by s ta tin g  th a t “ sedition 
is communism and communism is 
sed ition —  there is no d is tinc ­
tion .”  Robert Z o llinge r, Braden’s 
defense counsel declared the issue 
was w hether “ a man has the r ig h t 
to an opinion d iffe re n t from  those 
in his com m unity .”

Two Debates Reflect 
Concern over Latest 
Blows of Reaction

By C. Thomas
LOS ANGELES, "Dec. 10 — The sixteenth constitu­

tional convention of the Congress of Industrial Organiza­
tions concluded its five-day session here today with the
re-election o f a ll its  o fficers w ith - fl­
ou t opposition.

The great bu lk  o f the conven­
tion  resolutions were also adopt­
ed unanim ously. T h is  surface 
unan im ity  was m arred on ly by 
(1 ) an undercurrent o f d iffe rence 
m anifested in the discussion on 
one o f the main po licy declara­
tions o f the convention, the reso­
lu tion  on organ ic u n ity  With the 
American Federation o f Labor, 
and (2 ) the unexpected c ritic ism  
o f CIO  po litica l policy coupled 
w ith  the proposal fo r an inde­
pendent labor pa rty  voiced by 
Michael Q u ill, president o f the 
T ransport W orkers Union.

C O N D IT IO N S  FOR U N IT Y
Judging by the  re p o rt o f the 

CIO  “ organ ic u n ity ”  com m ittee 
and the rem arks o f lead ing CIO 
spokesmen, organ ic u n ity  be­
tween the CIO and A F L  is posed 
as a rea lis tic  proposition  slated 
to be carried th rough in the not 
d is ta n t fu tu re . In  his re p o rt to 
the convention. D avid J. M c­
Donald, p res ident o f the U n ited 
Steel W orkers and chairm an o f 
the OIO subcom m ittee on organ ic 
u n ity , made a “ prophecy”  th a t 
the organ ic u n ity  would be 
achieved soon.

In  the course o f his rem arks, 
McDonald several tim es spoke 
ou t against any a ttem p t to  “ lay  
down any pre-conditions as to  tihe 
term s upon w hich organic u n ity  
can be achieved.”  Such “ pre-con­
d itions,”  he m aintained, “ would 
be a guarantee th a t labor u n ity  
cannot be achieved.”

These rem arks by McDonald 
served to increase the alarm  of 
the o ffic ia ls  o f the sm alle r CIO 
unions who were already d isqu ie t­
ed by the fea r o f being “ absorb-

What Kind of "Political Realignment"?

W A L T E R  R E U T H E R

cd”  by the la rg e r A F L  un its  in  
the proposed m erger. He was 
fo llowed by secre ta ry-treasu re r 
James Carey who, w ith  president 
W a lte r Reuther and McDonald, 
com prise the C IO  organ ic u n ity  
subcommittee. Carey reassured 
the delegates th a t the u n ity  
would be accomplished w ith o u t 
loss o f p rinc ip le .

Joseph Curran, p resident o f 
the N a tiona l M a ritim e  U nion, 
w ent fu r th e r  in assuring the o f­
f ic ia ls  o f t.he sm a lle r unions th a t 
the CIO “ wanted organic labor 
u n ity , b u t it  wanted i t  on a basis 
where the in te g r ity  o f a ll CIO 
unions, la rge and sm all, would be 

(Continued on page 2)

SOUTHERN RACE BIGOTS 
ORGANIZE VIGILANTES

There has been an alarming spread of vigilante Citi­
zens Committees from Mississippi to Alabama and Georgia, 
where anti-Negro meetings are being held. This movement

By Murry Weiss
I t  is clear tha t Am erican 

po litics, w ith  its  tw o -ca p ita lis t- 
pa rty  system, is s u ffe r in g  from  
a chronic and incurable cris is. 
T h a t’s why wc hear the call fo r 
‘ ‘ rea lignm ent”  from  representa­
tives o f the most diverse po litica l 
tendencies w ith in  th is  tw o -p a rty  
system.

From  the reactionary , p ro -M c­
C a rth y  N. Y. D a ily  News to CIO 
P resident W a lte r Reuther, the 
proposal is made: get a ll the 
“ conservatives”  in to  one p a rty  and 
a ll the libera ls , o r “ rad ica ls”  as 
the D a ily  News calls them , in to  
another pa rty . Accord ing to  a ll 
these rea lignm en t proponents, 
once th is  so rtin g  ou t has been 
accomplished, Am erican po litics  
w ill be free o f con trad ic tions and 
in n e r-p q rty  strugg les.

Reuther's la test pronouncement 
on I he rea lignm ent theme was 
made a t the recent CIO conven­
t io n  in Los Angeles. Reuther 
sounded o f f  on Dec. 8 a fte r  
M ichael Q u ill, P resident o f the 
■CIO T ransp o rt W orkers  U n ion, 
made a proposal fro m  the floo r. 
Q u ill said: “ Serious consideration

should be given to bu ild ing  in 
Am erica  a re a lly  and t ru ly  inde­
pendent po litica l p a rty  o f CIO, so 
th a t the w orkers w i l l  have the 
choice to stand up separate ly and 
a p a rt fro m  any o f the ex is ting  
pa rties .”

M O DEST PRO PO SAL
A c tu a lly  Q u ill’s proposal was 

not fo r  a “ re a lly  and t ru ly  inde­
pendent”  p a r ty  o f labor. He said, 
fo r  example, “ I  am not ta lk in g  
about a po litica l p a rty  tha t 
would nom inate its  own candidate 
fo r  President o f the U n ited 'S tates, 
but I am ta lk in g  about a p a rty  
tha t would be s tro n g  enough to 
have som eth ing to  say about th a t 
nom ination .”  Q u ill also suggested 
th a t “ we should a t least g ive 
■serious consideration to fo rm in g  
labor pa rties  in the states 
th roughou t th is  coun try  where 
i t  is impossible fo r  us to w a lk  
w ith  the e x is tin g  Dem ocratic 
P a rty .”

But even th is  modest proposal 
was p ro m p tly  and v igorous ly  a t­
tacked by Reuther. He described 
Q u ill’s proposal as “ y ie ld ing  to 
fru s tra t io n .”  Q u ill had cited the

fact that 14 o f the 17 states that 
have union - k il l in g  “ r ig h t to 
w o rk ”  laws on th e ir  books are 
Dem ocratic s t a t e s .  To th is 
Reuther rep lied : “ There is a new 
beginning in the South. Sure, we 
know som ething about the Byrnes 
and the other apostles o f w h ite  
supremacy . . . but the encourag­
in g  th ing in A m erica is the fact 
tha t we have the K efauvers and 
the Sparkm ans and the L is te r 
H ills  com ing out of the South.”

B r ie fly . Reuther’s po litica l fo r ­
mula is as fo llow s: pul. a ll the 
conservative, reactionaries, and 
D ix iecra ts  in to  the Republican 
P arty , and p u t a l l  the libera ls  
and the labor movement in to  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty . T h is , he 
claim s, would b ring  about a 
“ fundam enta l rea lignm ent of 
basic po litica l forces”  in the 
U n ited States.

CLASS R E A L IG N M E N T
B ut w hy wouldn’ t  the fo rm a ­

tion o f a Labor P a rty , th a t is, 
a class rea lignm ent in  po litics, be 
superio r to th is  re s h u ff lin g  of 
ca p ita lis t po litic ians  w ith in  the 
tw o -p a rty  system w ith  the in e v i­

tab le dom ination by one w ing  o f 
the ca p ita lis t po litic ian s  over the 
p a r ty  to w lyeh labor gives its  
a llegiance? W hy n o t take the 
representatives o f labor oul of 
the cap ita lis t pa rties and exclude 
the representatives o f B ig  B usi­
ness from  a p a rty  o f labor?

R euther answers: “ A labor 
p a rty , here, would com m it the 
Am erican p o litica l system to  the 
same na rrow  class s tru c tu re  upon 
which the po litica l pa rties  o f 
Europe are b u ilt .”  He argues: 
“ U n like  Europe w ith  its  r ig id  
class groups, A m erica is a place 
where social groups are in  f lu x , 
w ith o u t a r ig id  class s truc tu re . 
In  Europe and o ther countries 
labo r pa rties  are na tu ra l because 
you have a fixed and class 
socie ty .”

The whole philosophy o f the 
A m erican labor bureaucrat is 
summed up in these phrases, 
which are lifte d  bod ily  from  the 
propaganda arsenal o f the N a­
tiona l Association o f M anu­
facturers.

■If the existence o f n “ fixed”  
w o rk in g  class ami c a p ita lis t class 
are recognized, the nex t step is

to  recognize the existence o f the 
class s trugg le . The class s tru g ­
gle, however, is a re a lity  th a t 
Reuther and his colleagues cannot 
face. They p re fe r to bu ild  th e ir  
po litica l po licy on the precarious 
eq u ilib rium  o f c a p ita lis t w ar 
“ p ro spe rity .”  A f te r  a ll, th a t is 
what th is  m ildewed theory  about 
the “ no fixed classes”  in the  
U n ited States is based on —  the 
re la tive  im provem ent in the con­
d ition»  o f workers re su ltin g  from  
the w ar-production  boom.

I f  Reuther were to fo llo w  his 
thoughts th rough  to  the end he 
would see th a t he is presenting 
an a rgum ent aga inst the ex­
istence o f trade  unions. Upon 
w h a t is the A m erican union 
movement, representing  17 m il­
lion members, based? Is  i t  no t a 
“ fixed”  w o rk in g  class? And how 
did these unions come in to  ex­
istence ?

D idn ’t the fo rm ation  o f the 
GIO d u rin g  the T h irt ie s  take 
place th rou gh  some o f the 
sharpest class s trugg les  known 
to h is to ry?  What, would R euther 
call the 1937 sit-dow n s trikes in 

(Continued on page 2)

is the answer o f Deep South 
w h ite  suprem acists to the de­
mand o f the Negro people fo r  
compliance w ith  the U.S. Su­
preme C ourt's  ru lin g  aga inst 
school segregation.

In  Linden, A labam a, an aud i­
ence o f over 400 were to ld tha t 
“ blood w ill be spilled on the 
campus”  the firs t tim e a Negro 
tries  to enter a w h ite  school in 
the area. The m eeting was called 
to organize the M arengo County 
W hite  C itizens Council. One o f 
the m ain speakers. Dem ocratic 
S tate Senator G ivhan declared 
tha t the aim o f the N a tiona l A s­
sociation fo r  the Advancement o f 
Colored People in f ig h tin g  racia l 
bias in schools " is  to  open the 
bedroom doors o f our w h ite  w o­
men to N egro men.”

O R G A N IZ IN G  M E E T IN G S
A t th is  meeting, Lawrence 

C raw fo rd , cha irm an o f the P erry  
County W hite  C itizens Council, 
reported tha t the e ffec ts  o f o r­
ganization were already vis ib le  in 
his area.

In Selma, A labam a, a s im ila r 
m eeting was attended by an 
audience o f some 1,200 whites. 
Speakers included A lston K e ith , 
who is head o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  o f Da llas County and 
chairm an o f the Da llas County 
W h ite  C itizens Com m ittee, a 
Dem ocratic State Senator, a. 
Dem ocratic m ember o f the State 
House o f Representatives and a 
preacher from  Lex ing ton , Miss. 
A t  the end o f the m eeting some 
600 men joined the v ig ila n te  o r­
gan iza tion  and paid th e ir  f i r s t  
dlues.

The speech o f the Reverend 
M. H . C lark  was p a rtic u la r ly  in ­

te res ting  because he came r ig h t  
to the heart o f the question o f 
segregation. T ak ing  as his tex t 
the N A A C P ’s slogan, “ The N egro  
sha ll be free by 1963,”  he de­
clared it must be fou gh t aga inst 
because its  rea liza tion  would ru in  
the South’s economic system. 
This system is based on super­
exp lo ita tion  of N egro labor.

The C itizens Councils o r ig i­
nated in M ississipp i, where they 
have been called “ uptow n K u 
K lu x  K laus.”  Th is is because the 
movement is headed in each 
county by the “ best people” —  
bankers, cotton plan te rs, lawyers, 
o ff ic ia ls , etc. C itizens Councils 
are known to  ex is t in  53 o f M is ­
s iss ipp i’s 82 counties.

VO TE R E S TR IC T IO N
These Councils were la rg e ly  

responsible fo r  the passage in  
'the recent elections o f a vo tin g  
re s tr ic tio n  amendment —  which 
was defeated tw o  years ago— 
d e p riv ing  M iss iss ipp i Negroes o f 
w h a t few  vo ting  r ig h ts  they had.

The Councils also have engaged 
in numerous cases o f economic 
coercion o f Negroes suspected o f 
“ dangerous though ts ”  about 
school segregation. Such “ tro u ­
blemaker's”  find the local bank­
e r forec los ing on them , m er­
chants re fus ing  cred it, u t i l i t y  
companies tu rn in g  o f f  service, 
etc. W h ite  boasting o f th is  eco­
nomic boycott o f Negro “ tro u ­
b lem akers," spokesmen fo r  the  
C itizens Councils adm it “ there 
are some operations o f the Coun­
cils which fo r obvious reasons 
cannot be publicized.”

Political Action, AFL Merger 
Discussed by CIO Convention
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The American 
W ay of Life

A Punishment to Fit the Crime
Justice Benjamin Brenner of the New York State 

Supreme Court will admit it was one of his toughest cases. 
His heart is no harder than any other judge’s but the law 
allowed him no leeway. He had to impose the maximum 
penalty on the four defendants. A fter all, they were 
charged with the worst of all crimes in a capitalist society. 
They were guilty — the three men and one woman — of 
being old and sick and poor. The bosses couldn’t grind a 
nickel’s worth of profitable labor out of the lot of them.

They were guilty as charged, all right. That was 
clearly proved in the judge’s five-page opinion handed 
down on Dec. 9. One is a 78-year-old woman who “ has a 
permanent hip injury, is unable to walk, is overtalkative 
and almost blind.”  The others are a 78-year-old man who 
has suffered several strokes and loss of memory, an 84- 
year-old man “ whose senility is rapidly worsening”  and a 
64-year-old man with a speech defect.

The four were brought before Judge Brenner as home­
less patients, “ made so because care and attention cannot 
be given them by relatives for financial or other reasons.”  
He added: “Some of them are unwanted or neglected in 
their advanced years. Additionally, the Welfare Depart­
ment of the city claims lack of funds for their placement 
in private institutions or old age homes.”

In imposing sentence, he stated clearly their crime. 
“ They are merely helpless old people. . . Like children, 
they may not be left alone and must be cared for, else they 
are capable of self harm. .

The judge examined the law closely and determined 
that “ since denial of custodial care and hospitalization to 
these people would probably result in their, death, I  find 
myself compelled to certify them as mentally ill.”  Thus, 
he “ reluctantly”  directed that they be sent; to an institu­
tion for the insane, although, as he emphasized, they “ are 
not in fact mentally ill.”

The judge deplored the fact that his, certification of 
mental illness “ would forever stigmatize”  the four, but 
what could he do? As he pointed out, the law does not 
permit the certification to insane asylums of persons who 
are merely “ helpless due to old age.”  And the alternative 
to the sentence figured out by the judge is condemnation 
to death by neglect, exposure and starvation.

But the judge’s solution may turn out to be only 
temporary. Dr. Arthur W. Pense, deputy commissioner of 
the State Department of Mental Hygiene, stated that the 
four would be admitted to a mental hospital for 60 days’ 
“ observation and treatment”  and i f  they are found not to 
be mentally ill they will be released into the streets, the 
only home left for them.

You can commit wholesale murder under capitalism 
and get away with it. But if  you think you can get away 
with being old and infirm and penniless in the richest city 
in the richest country in the world, you’re crazy — and 
they’ll probably certify you, too.

By A rt Preis

Mechanization Imperils 
Jobs in Packinghouses

By A Packinghouse Worker
SOUTH ST. PAUL— A tremendous program to replace 

workers by new techniques and machinery is now being 
carried out in the packinghouse industry. Each week pack-

j> -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------inghouse w orkers  hear reports  o f 
mew developments and processes 
th a t mean less jobs in  the pack­
inghouse and possibly the e lim i­
na tion  o f th e ir  own jobs.

A t the A rm o u r p la n t here 60 
mechanics were la id o f f  a f te r  a 
tim e-s tudy program . T h is  is ap­
p ro x im a te ly  o n e -fifth  o f the 
mechanical gang. Now, to in s ta ll 
new m ach inery, especially in  the 
camming departm ent, these 60 
•mechanics and m ore have been 
h ired . Once th is  in s ta lla tio n  is 
completed, these mechanics w ill 
again face a la y o ff.

M E C H A N IC A L  M O NSTER
Reports have been Heard o f a 

m echanical m onster now in  use 
which rip s  o f f  the complete hide 
o f a steer in one operation, the re ­
by e lim in a tin g  dozens o f workers 
who fo rm e rly  cut o f f  the hides 
by kn ife .

A  new saw fo r  s p lit t in g  hogs 
has been developed and is in 
actua l operation a t a p lan t. Two 
s p litte rs  using the new saw s p lit 
carcasses a t a ra te  o f 500 per 
hour, whereas fo u r  s p litte rs  are 
requ ired to do th is  w ith o u t the 
saw.

A  un ion le a fle t ca llin g  a tte n ­
t io n  to th is  m echanization was 
d is tribu te d  a t the  S w ift p lan t 
here the o ther m orn ing . E xp la in ­
in g  a new process o f sm oking 
meats by e lectron ic devices, the 
le a fle t said, “ The am ount o f la ­
bor ‘saved' is estim ated to be 
as much as 55% o f the present
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force w o rk in g  on cu ring  and 
sm oking processes in the p la n t."

SHO RTER W E E K  UR G ED
“ The best w ay w o rkers ’ jobs 

can be protected,”  the le a fle t con­
cludes, “ is to shorten the w ork 
week to 35 hours per week (w ith  
•10-hour pay) so thait o ther jobs 
would be available to the dis­
placed w o rke r."

This demand o f “ 35 fo r  -40”  
is a m od ifica tion  o f the program  
fo r a 30-hour week a t 40 hours’ 
pay, f irs t  advanced by The M il i­
ta n t and now endorsed by many 
unions. The demand was adopted 
by the C IO  U nited Packinghouse 
W orkers convention which m et in 
S ioux C ity , Iowa, la s t summer 
before the con tract negotia tions 
th is  fa ll.

But in negotiations the “ 35 fo r 
40”  demand was no t pushed at 
a ll. Instead o f m ob iliz ing  the 
workers o f the whole meat pack­
ing  in du s try  fo r  concerted action, 
the on ly action capable o f m ak­
in g  the packers listen even to  
th e ir  m odified demand fo r  a 
sho rte r week, the union leader­
ship im paired the w orkers ’ w ill 
to f ig h t by decid ing to  s tr ike , i f  
necessary, on ly  the A rm ou r 
plants.

The w orkers fe lt  th a t such a 
ono-a t-a-tim e s tr ike  po licy would 
irisk defeat. R a ther than s trike , 
they were forced in to  a position 
o f accepting the com pany’s o ffe r  
o f  an increase o f 5 to  6 I f ,  cents 
per hour.

HO W  TO S A V E  JOBS
Now, instead o f a G- or 7-hour 

day, the packinghouse w orkers 
would have to  w ork  a 10-hour 
day to  earn enough to pay th e ir  
b ills .

A s the packers h u rry  more and 
more to in s ta ll new equipm ent 
rep lac ing w orkers, the w o rkers ’ 
s tru g g le  to save th e ir  jobs by 
a sho rte r w o rk  week w ith  an 
adequate wage w ill take more 
than c u ttin g  down demands when 
ba rga in ing . I t  w ill require a f irm  
demand— 30 hours per week at 
40 hours’ pay— and it  w il l require  
a m ilita n t leadership capable o f 
leading the workers in  a real 
p icke t-line  s trugg le .

The False Economics of Reuther
By John G. Wright

CIO President W a lte r Reuther 
presented a report to the CIO 
Convention at Los Angeles which 
contains an alleged exp lanation 
o f why “ the economic decline o f 
1953-1954 has not sp ira lled  in to  a 
fu ll-b lo w n  depression.”  Needless 
to say, th is  is a bu rn ing  question 
fo r  labor. R euther’s ,exp lanation 
m erits  close a tten tion .

Accord ing to Reutherite  eco­
nomics the coun try  was “ saved" 
fron t a fu ll-b lo w n  depression, and 
we quote, “ by the collective 
ba rga in ing  s treng th  o f the trade 
unions and by the legacy o f social 
and economic leg is la tion  enacted 
under the Roosevelt and Trum an 
ad m in is tra tions .”

Trade unions p lay  a trem end­
ous ro le  in  defending labo r’s in ­
terests in  periods o f p ro spe rity

and depression a like. B u t i t  is 
beyond the power o f unions as 
such to a lte r  the basic course o f 
the economic process under cap i­
ta lism  —  th a t is , to a v e rt eco­
nomic crises th a t f lo w  fro m  the 
very s truc tu re  o f the ca p ita lis t 
system . I t  is m iseducation o f 
w orkers fo r  labor leaders to te ll 
them otherw ise. B u t th is  is not 
the crux o f R eutherite  economics.

CR UX OF H IS  TH E O R Y
I t  is  contained ra th e r in  the 

key ro le  Reuther assigns to the 
New D e a l-F a ir Deal leg is la tion , 
o r m ore accurate ly  the meager 
rem ains o f th is  leg is la tion . I t  is 
no t hard to dem onstrate, figures 
and facts in hand, w hether o r 
not th is  leg is la tion  played the 
p a rt R euther cla im s i t  did.

B u t Reuther produced no facts 
or figures. He saw f it  to dispose

Backs ‘R ight-to-Scalr1 Law

H enry G. R ite r, 62. o f West O range, N . J., newly-elecfed 
president o f the N a tiona l Assn, o f M anufacture rs, receives the 
gavel from  ou tgo ing Pres. H aro ld  C. M cClelland ( r ig h t )  a t the  
N A M ’s convention in  New Y ork . R ite r defended the open-shop 
“ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  laws th a t have spread to  17 states and which 
have been correctly  called “ righ t-to -scab ”  laws.

o f the whole m a tte r in  three 
b r ie f paragraphs, 26 p rin ted  lines 
a ll to ld , ou t o f the  volum inous 
117 page report. La te r, in  his 
keynote speech to the  Convention, 
he touched upon the subject on ly 
vaguely. W hy such b re v ity  and 
reticence on so v ita l an issue?

'Because there is not n pa rtic le  
o f fa c t to  substantia te  R euther’s 
contention.

To begin w ith , i t  is false to 
ascribe to T rum an ’s F a ir  Deal 
any s ign ifican t p a r t in  the so- 
called “ social and economic le g is ­
la tion .”  Suffice it  to  quote 
Reuther h im se lf in  th is  connec­
tion . In  a moment o f fo rg e t­
fulness. in  his keynote speech 
Reuther asserted, “ There has 
been not one s ign ifican t piece o f 
social leg is la tion  since 1938.”

This happens to  be correct. 
B ut i f  so, how could th is  fa ilu re  
since 1938, both under Roosevelt 
and Trum an, have played the ro le 
o f “ saving”  the country tha t 
Reuther says i t  did in  his
rep o rt?  T h is is a case o f leg is la ­
tion  th a t s im p ly  wasn’t  there. 
B u t le t us burn to w h a t is real.

T H E  FA C TS  OF 1954
Take the 1954 federa l budget. 

The “ legacy”  o f the New  Deal- 
F a ir  Deal m ust have played a 
decisive ro le  in th is  budget,
o therw ise the coun try  couldn’t
possibly have been saved in  the 
face o f E isenhower’s “ in a c tiv ity ,”  
as R euther p o lite ly  phrases it .  
B u t the t ru th  is ju s t the op­
posite. The New D e a l-F a ir Deal 
“ legacy”  occupies an in s ign ifica n t 
place in  the 1954 federa l budget.

I t  is  to be located under the 
fo llo w in g  three headings: 1) So­
cia l Security , W e lfa re  and H ga lth  
(w h ich , by the by, includes ap ­
p rop ria tions  fo r  such progressive 
pus-poses as “ Prisons and Proba­
tion ,”  p lus “ Defense Com m unity 
F ac ilit ie s  and Services” ) ;  2) 
Housing and C om m unity Develop­
m ent (w h ich  covers such item s 
as “ C iv il Defense,”  “ Defense 
Housing, C om m unity  F a c ilit ie s  
and Services;”  and, fin a lly , 3) 
Education and General Research 
( in  which expenditures fo r  w a r 
prepara tion  are likew ise hidden). 
The grand to ta l o f a ll these ap­
p ropria tions in  1954 came to less 
than FO UR CEN TS out o i each 
budget D O LLA R .

Even i f  the appropria tions fo r  
the  G I B il l o f R ights were in ­
cluded (and these p ro pe rly  also 
belong under w a r expend itu res), 
the to ta l would s t i l l  am ount to 
less than F IV E  C E N TS  out o f 
each budget do lla r.

Yet to believe Reuther th is  
m ise rly  “ legacy”  o f 4 to 5% o f 
the annual budget is w hat spelled 
the d iffe rence between salvation 
and d isaster fo r  U.S. economy.

Had Reuther tr ie d  w ith  fac ts  
and figures to substantia te  his 
absurd cla im , a ch ild  above 
k inde rgarten  age would have 
laughed in his face. T ha t is why, 
obviously, he pre fe rred to be so 
b r ie f and rebivent.

T W O -T H IR D S  FOR W AR
The economic tru th  is that in 

recent years, under Trum an as 
under Eisenhower, tw o -th ird s  and 
more o f the budget has gone fo r 
arm s expenditures. Under T ru ­
man the appropria tions fo r  “ so­
c ia l and economic le g is la tio n ”  
were m aintained at rough ly the 
same levels as now under Eisen­
hower, i.e „ less than a n icke l out 
o f each do lla r.

Huge arm s expenditures plus 
in fla tio n , as a component p a r t o f 
t'he whole arm s program  —  that 
is th e  real leg is la tion  whereby 
U.S. economy has been “ s ta b iliz ­
ed”  in recent years. Reuther 
knows th is. B u t he supports the 
arm s p ro g ra m ; he supports U.S. 
im p e ria lis t fo re ign  po licy, w heth­
er la id  down under T rum an o r 
Eisenhower; and h is  ch ie f p o li­
tica l aim is to co rra l the labo r 
vote fo r  the Dem ocrats come 
1956. Consequently, he can’t  te ll 
the w orkers the tru th .

•He m ust cover up ; he m ust 
concoct “ exp lanations”  such yas 
the foregoing. He banks th a t the 
w orkers w ill s im p ly  take his 
word, and never bother to check 
up on him .

Even in the heyday o f the 
“ New Deal," p r io r  to 1938, when 
appropria tions fo r  social and eco­
nom ic measures did make up a 
substan tia l p a rt o f the annual 
federal budget, even then, th is  
leg is la tion  was unable to p u ll the 
country ou t o f the G reat Depres­
sion. In  fact, by 1937 a sharp 
depression again erupted, out of 
which Roosevelt, and the ca p ita l­

is ts  whom he served escaped only 
by p lung ing  in to  fu ll-s c a le  
preparations fo r  the second 
W orld W ar.

F urthe rm ore , despite the huge 
arm  budgets under T rum an ’s 
“ F a ir  Deal”  (sp rink le d  w ith  dribs 
and drabs from  the “ New. Deal”  
“ legacy” ), the re  came the T ru ­
man depression o f 1949-50. How 
did i t  happen th a t the same 
leg is la tion  th a t a lleged ly w o rk ­
ed such m irac les fo r  Eisenhower 
fa iled  so m iserably fo r  T ram  an ? 
Reuther pre fers no t to reca ll the 
T rum an depression. I t  does no t 
serve his po litica l aim  —  sup­
po rt o f t'he Democrats.

I t  was not the operation o f 
“ New D e a l-F a ir Deal”  leg is la tion  
th a t averted the T rum an depres­
sion. As is w e ll known, i t  was 
averted by p lun g in g  in to  the 
Korean W ar, w ith  even b igger 
arm s expenditures, and w ith  s t i l l  
more in fla tio n .

And the same th in g  applies to 
the Eisenhower depression. It has 
been tem po ra rily  averted by resort 
to fu r th e r  in fla t io n a ry  measures 
plus hiked arm s spending. The 
“ New D ea l-F a ir Deal”  leg is la ­
tion had no more to do w ith  it ,  
than the m ix tu re  o f ignorance 
and demagogy which constitu tes 
the gist o f R eutherite  economics.

WILL AUTOMATION  
" CREATE JOBS” OR 
UNEMPLOYMENT?

Bv Mvra Tanner

. . . CIO Convention Discussions
(Continued from  page 1)

fu l ly  respected and fu l ly  p ro ­
tected w ith in  such a labor m ove­
m ent.”  W a lte r Reuther concluded 
the discussion by m aking  d irec t 
reference to the question o f “ p re­
conditions.”  “ We make no px-e- 
conditions,”  he asserted, “ b u t . . .”  
And then proceeded to re ite ra te  
the “ card ina l p rinc ip le  th a t the 
in te g r ity  o f every a ffilia te d  union 
would be fu l ly  protected.”  Thus 
reassured the reso lu tion on o r­
ganic u n ity  was adopted “ unan i­
m ously.”

A  message fro m  A F L  p res i­
dent George Meany was read to 
the convention u rg in g  a m eeting 
o f  the A F L -C IO  u n ity  com m it- 
ees “ a soon as possible.”

The debate on the “ P o litica l

A c tion ’’ reso lu tion came as a su r­
prise to the convention. 'M ichael 
Q u ill, who spoke in  opposition to  
the reso lu tion, had no counter 
reso lu tion to o f fe r  a lthough he 
was on the  reso lu tion  com m ittee. 
He made no o ff ic ia l m in o r ity  re  
p o rt and ended by vo tin g  “ fo r ”  
the reso lu tion which was carried 
unanim ously. I t  would be in co r­
rect to  conclude th a t h is  speech 
u rg in g  the fo rm a tio n  o f an in ­
dependent labor p a rty  represent­
ed any s ig n if ic a n t tendency in  
the CIO o ffic ia ld om . The inc ident 
is  o f in te res t m a in ly  in  d isclosing 
the p o litica l evo lu tion o f the per- 
ona lities  involved.

Q u ill, a f ie ry  speaker, got a 
round o f applause upon the con­
clusion o f his speech fla y in g  the

...Political Realignment
(Continued from  page I )

auto, o r the armed a ttacks o f the 
steel barons aga inst the w orkers 
o f L i t t le  Steel in  1936? W ould he 
call th a t “ social groups in f lu x ? ”

The fa c t is  th a t the whole 
h is to ry  o f the modern A m erican  
labo r movem ent is irre fu ta b le  
p ro o f o f the existence, no t on ly 
o f  “ fixed classes”  in  the U.S., bu t 
o f the existence o f a pro found 
class s trugg le .

P O LIC IE S  C H A N G E
R euther’s po licy is supported 

ove rw he lm ing ly  by the mass o f 
trade union o ffic ia ls  today. I t  
m ust also be fra n k ly  recognized 
tha t th is  po licy  is supported by 
the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk ­
ers. B u t th a t does no t make it  
r ig h t.

A t  one tim e  the po licy o f the 
labor o ffic ia ls  was overwhelm ­
in g ly  opposed to In d u s tr ia l unions 
and the o rgan iza tion  o f the un­
organized. The rank and file  o f 
the c ra f t  unions o f those days 
also supported th is  po licy which 
served the in te res ts  o f a thin ' 
p riv ile ge d  s tra tum  o f sk illed  
workers.

O nly the rad ica ls called fo r  the 
organ iza tion  o f mass in d u s tria l 
unions. The Reuthers o f tha t 
tim e preached the im p oss ib ility  
o f ach ieving th is  “ utop ia .”

R ep ly ing  to  Q u ill a t the CTO 
convention, R euther said, “ E ve ry  
t r y  fo r  a th ird  p a r ty  has fa iled  
m iserably.”  There fore? There fore 
i t  is obvious to the Reuthers th a t 
every t r y  m ust fa i l  in the fu tu re ! 
Such is the m e n ta lity  o f the 
generation o f bureaucrats who 
replaced the audacious young 
m ilita n ts  who founded the CIO.

Despite the u n a n im ity  around 
R euther’s po litica l po licy  a t the 
CIO convention, there are s ig n i­
ficant voices c a llin g  fo r  a more 
fa r-s ig h ted  po litica l po licy  fo r  
Am erican labor.

One o f these voices is the 
newest a ff ilia te  to the C IO , the 
Mechanics Educational Society o f 
Am erica. The M E S A  Educator, 
Nov. issue, in  an e d ito r ia l called 
“ The N e x t Few Years”  says: 
“ Both these m am m oth labor 
groups (A 'F L  and C IO ) are p o li­
tica l pa rties  w ith o u t any po litica l 
program s. A  p o litica l p a rty  can 
have members on the basis o f 
th e ir  common place o f w o rk  ju s t 
as w e ll as on th e ir  common 
geographica l residence.”

The e d ito r ia l re fe rs  to  the 
problem  o f a p o lit ic a l re a lig n ­
m ent: “ I t  is  a curious s itua tion  
as the  N o rthe rn  Dem ocrats are 
m ore libe ra l than N orthe rn  
Republicans bu t S ou thern Dem ­
ocrats are more conservative than 
•Northern Republicans. T h is  is a ll 
ve ry  confusing to tw o  labo r 
federations th a t are in  e ffec t 
p o lit ic a l pa rties .”

Then the e d ito r ia l gives its  
•forecast o f the outcome o f th is  
po litica l s itu a tio n : “ I t  is alm ost 
inev itab le  tha t a m erger o f the 
tw o po litico -labo r federations w ill 
be negotiated in  1955 and almost 
as inev itab le  th a t a labor pa rty  
opposed to both the Republican 
and Dem ocratic P arties  w i l l  be 
launched d u rin g  the next few 
years. T h is  forecast was the main 
fac to r in the de term ination  o f the 
M ESA to become a u n it in  the 
C IO .”

T h is conception o f a p o lit ic a l 
rea lignm en t in  the U.S. makes a 
lo t  more sense than R euther’s 
idea o f a class - co llabora tion 
Dem ocratic P a rty  o f labo r and 
the “ pure”  ca p ita lis t libera ls .

Dem ocratic p a rty  in  general and 
Tam m any H a ll in  pa rticu la r. He 
was fo llowed im m edia te ly  by 
E m il Mazey, secre ta ry-treasurer 
o f the U n ited  A utom obile  W o rk ­
ers. Mazey departed from  his 
prepared speech to  answer Q uill. 
He had always been, he said, a 
s trong advocate o f a labor pa rty . 
And, he added, “ I  have been c r i t ­
ica l o f m y elders in  labor, CIO 
and elsewhere, who fo r  years 
have said now is not the tim e to 
launch out in  the bu ild ing  o f a 
po litica l movement o f our own, 
and I fin d  m yse lf in  the em bar­
rassing position o f having to  re­
peat w hat I used to  condemn in 
others.”

Mazey's “ defense”  o f CIO  po­
lit ic a l po licy  was ha rd ly  calcu­
lated to  insp ire  t)he enthusiasm  
o f the case-hardened o ffic ia ldom  
in attendance a t the convention. 
R euther was constrained to  step 
in to  the breach w ith  a speech 
o u tlin in g  his p o lit ic a l philosophy. 
The whole concept o f the labo r 
p a rty , asserted Reuther, was con­
t ra ry  to the Am erican h is to rica l 
development, cu ltu re , and social 
s truc tu re . W h ile  i t  was a ll r ig h t  
fo r  Europe w ith  its  “ r ig id  class

group ings,”  i t  would no t do fo r  
Am erica “ in  which social groups 
are in  f lu x .”

“ A  labor p a r ty ”  asserted Reu­
ther, “ would com m it the A m e ri­
can p o lit ic a l system to the same 
narrow  class s truc tu re  upon 
which the po litica l pa rties  o f E u ­
rope are b u ilt . ’’ Instead, Reuther 
proposes to re fonn  the Am erican 
tw o -p a rty  system by b r in g in g  
about a “ fundam enta l re a lig n ­
m ent o f basic p o lit ic a l forces.”  
T h is  'OIO “ elder,”  who had p re­
v iously  been one o f the “ now is 
not the tim e ”  opponents o f the 
labo r p a rty , now concludes th a t 
the  very idea is repugnan t to  the 
Am erican way o f life !

The tw o m a jo r po licy questions 
which came before the conven­
tion , nam ely, organ ic u n ity  and 
po litica l action, w i l l  have fa r-  
reaching s ign ificance fo r  the fu ­
ture o f Am erican labor. Self- 
defense against the blows o f re ­
action have provided tthe greatest 
spu r to  the m ovem ent to w a n i o r­
ganic u n ity  and an in tens ified  
concern w ith  p o litica l action. The 
reaction o f the o ffic ia ldom  is a 
re fle c tion  o f the fe rm en t in  the 
ranks.

A Dec. 7 Wall Street Journal editorial, entitled “ Alarm 
Over Automation,”  attempts to allay labor’s fears of 
unemployment because of the latest technological ad­
vances in in d u s try . The Journa l 
gives the fo llo w in g  typ ica l cap­
ita l is t  a rgum ent:

“ The evidence, o f course, shows 
th a t increasing m echanization 
does not displace w orkers, bu t, 
on the con tra ry , creates g rea te r 
em ploym ent opportun ities. The 
U n ited  States has the most' me­
chanized economy in the w orld , 
yet its  em ploym ent lias long since 
and by fa r  exceeded w ha t H enry  
W allace used to consider the 
ideal o f s ix ty  m illio n  ¡obs. The 
re la tionship is s im p le : In troduce 
■an assembly line  in to  an aerto 
p lan t, and you im m ed ia te ly  m u l­
t ip ly  production anti create de­
mand by lo w e ring  costs; move, 
not few er w orkers, are needed.
The same p rinc ip le  applies to to ­
day ’s more advanced techniques 
o f  au tom ation .”

The ed ito rs o f the W a ll S treet 
Journa l, “ o f course,”  are fa m ­
il ia r  w ith  the h is to ry  o f ca p ita l­
ism. They d is to r t the real s to ry  
o f the e ffec ts  o f the mechaniza­
tion o f the labor process in order 
to d isarm  the A m erican people 
and to  provide the defenders o f 
“ free  en te rp rise ”  w ith  argum ents 
in the  g reat au tom ation debate.

T H E  R E A L  H ISTO RY
W hat are the rea l h is to rica l 

fac ts?  The f irs t  in d u s tr ia l re v ­
olution! occurred d u rin g  the rise 
o f the c a p ita lis t system in  E u ­
rope a t the s ta r t  o f the 19th 
Century. Despite the fact th a t the 
whole world had not ye t been 
conquered by cap ita lism  and 
there  was s t ill p len ty  o f room 
fo r  expansion, the w idespread in ­
troduction  o f m achinery displaced 
so m any w orkers, together w ith  
expropria ted peasants, th a t a 
steady stream  o f poor em igrants 
was created fo r  the settlem ent 
o f Am erica.

W here is the new v irg in  con­
tine n t to which the dispossessed 
can tra ve l in the so-called “ sec­
ond in d u s tria l re vo lu tion ”  th a t Is 
antic ipated w ith ,-  au tom ation? 
W ill Ford o r G'M w orkers m ig ra te  
to the A fr ic a n  jung le?  No one 
has fownd a way to ge t to M ars.

The im puls ion fo r  the  f i r s t  in ­
du s tria l revo lu tion came as a re ­
s u lt o f trie f irs t, organized 
w orkers ’ strugg les. C apita lism  
sustained its  ea rlies t g ro w th  by 
p ro lo ng ing  the w o rk in g  day. 
More p ro fits  could he obtained 
by  ju s t w o rk in g  people longer 
hours. Men, women and children.

24-MINUTE SIT-DOWN GETS RESOUS

A Delaware judge has dismissed 
charges aga ins t w h ite  suprem acist 
leader B ry a n t D. Bowles, who 
had been accused o f b lock ing  in ­
teg ra tion  o f Negro school c riil- 
dren in  the tow n o f M ilfo rd .

O A K L A N D  —  A  s it-d o w n  
s tr ik e  by auto workers here, 
achieved in  24 m inutes the se ttle ­
ment o f grievances tha t many 
weeks o f com pla in ts and nego­
t ia t in g  had fa iled  to  e ffec t. Th is 
s it-dow n was provoked by a com­
pany speed-up, wage cu t and 
d isregard o f sa fe ty  in  the lower 
body shop o f F isher Body, a 
.division o f General M otors.

W elders, members o f CIO 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers Local 333, 
had been t ry in g  to  ge t a 
sa tis fa c to ry  ad justm ent off w o rk ­
in g  conditions and piecework 
ra t as on the 1955 model bodies 
which the company is producing 
a t a feverish  pace. New methods 
o f assem bling the 1955 bodies 
m eant a g re a t increase in the 
am ount o f w o rk  to  be done, bu t 
m anagement did no t increase the 
w-orking force.

In  add ition , wages were, in  
e ffect, cu t ten cents an hour when 
th  low er body departm ent was 
kep t on the “ basic ea rn ing ra te ”  
weeks a f te r  production on the 
new model had begun and was 
no t p u t on the “ no rm a l ea rn ing  
ra te .”  F in a lly , there was the 
com pany’s fa ilu re  a fte r  repeated 
requests to fu rn is h  adequate 
p ro tective  gloves to  the  men who 
m ust con tinu a lly  handle and 
w o rk  on sharp-edged m etal.

The s it  - down began spon­
taneously and w ith in  24 m inutes 
management had agreed: 1) to 
s low  the assembly line  down; 2) 
res to re  the ten cents wage cu t;

3) provide adequate pro tective 
gloves. Then the line s ta rted  up 
again.

The com pany’s declaration th a t 
i t  would uncover and discip line 
the “ ring leader”  was rendered 
d if f ic u lt  by the fa c t th a t there 
were no ring leaders in  the 
spontaneous group action. How ­
ever, General M otors can make 
v ic tim s  i f  i t  can’t  make r in g ­
leaders. Soon tw o men were 
suspended fo r 30 days and re­
prim ands were issued to  36 
others. These are respectively the 
e igh th  and second steps in  G M ’s 
system o f “ progressive corrective 
d iscip line.”

Subsequently the  union local 
succeded in g e ttin g  the  suspen­
sions reduced to 15 days and n 
membership m eeting o f the local 
voted to  h ire  the men to  w ork  
fo r  the union fo r  the du ra tion  o f 
th e ir  suspensions.

However, the in fam ous no- 
s tr ike  clause in  the U A W ’s con­
tra c t w ith  GM, as w e ll as W a lte r 
Reuther’s well-knowm eagerness 
to p u t ad m in is tra to rs  over m il i­
ta n t o r opposition locals, puts

Local 333 in an exposed position. 
P robab ly because o f th is , the 
local union leadership pu b lic ly  
deplored the m ilita n t action 
taken by the membership.

H A R R Y  BRIDG ES, president 
o f the west coast In te rn a tio n a l 
Longshorem en’s and Warehouse­
men's Union, is  again on t r ia l 
fo r  “ p e r ju ry .”  F o u r tim es p re v i­
ously the governm ent had a t­
tem pted to deport h im  to  his 
native A u s tra lia  on tru m p e d -u p  
charges o f alleged Com m unist 
P a rty  m embership. F o u r tim es he 
has been set free. D u ring  the 
w a r when Bridges supported the 
no-sttrike pledge be was shielded 
fro m  persecution. Now the w itch  
hunt needs more v ic tim s  so tihe 
old charges o f h is alleged “ Com- 

un ism ”  are dragged in to  the 
courts  once again.

>-----------.--------------------------------
were worked beyond endurance. 
The s itua tion  in England, the 
m othe r o f cap ita lis t nations, be­
came so bad th a t the ve ry  e x is t­
ence o f the w o rk ing  class was 
endangered. C h ild ren died at an 
•alarm ing ra te o r grew  up s tu n t­
ed. O rgan iza tion  and s trugg le  to  
l im it  the w o rk in g  clay became 
inevitable .

The cap ita lis ts  then learned 
how to exp lo it labo r m ore in ­
tensive ly  even w ith  a sho rte r 
w o rk ing  day th rough  the w ide­
spread in troduction  o f power- 
driven m achinery. The w orkers  
who were displaced by the m a­
chines, as pointed out above, 
were absorbed in the new co l­
onies, a lthough th is  m eant up­
ro o tin g  th e ir fa m ilie s  and su f­
fe rin g  te rr ib le  hardsh ip in  w ild  
country.

P IC T U R E  D IF F E R S  NO W
The p ic tu re  is e n tire ly  d if fe r ­

ent fo r  the modern Am erican 
w o rke r. Even i f  we could please 
Defense Secretary C. E. W ilson 
by ac tin g  like  b ird  dogs instead 
o f kennel bounds, where would 
we find  the prim eva l forests to 
hu n t in fo r  ou r subsistence?

The in troduction  o f the assem­
b ly  line in the production  o f 
autom obiles, the new rad io in ­
d u s try  and o the r in d u s tr ia l de­
velopm ents In the period up to 
1929 could p lay  a p a r t in  the ex­
pansion o f Am erican ca p ita lis t 
economy. Then the  w o rld  crisis 
o f cap ita lism  caught up w ith  the 
U.S. The economic ed ifice col­
lapsed. The assembly liinc d idn ’t  
prevent th is ; i t  gave the fa l l  
g re a te r im pact.

N e ithe r the assembly line  nor 
any o ther technical progress got 
us out o f the depression. I t  took 
the preparations fo r a second 
w orld  w ar. governm ent-guaran­
teed m arkets and p ro fits  and war 
its e lf  to obtain renewed indus­
t r ia l expansion and re la tive ly  fu ll 
em ployment.

D u rin g  th is  year, r ig h t  w ith  
the beginning o f the push toward 
autom ation, wo have had 5 m il­
lion  unemployed and m illions  re ­
duced to p a rt- t im e  w ork. And 
th is  despite the fa c t th a t the 
Am erican people were subsid iz­
ing  ca p ita lis t w a r production to 
the tune o f tw o -th ird s  o f the 
federal budget.

The A m erican w orkers have 
good cause fo r a la rm  a t the pros­
pects held fo r th  by autom ated 
production under cap ita lism . I t  is 
being used no t to g ive the w o rk ­
ers more goods and services, hu t 
to cu t labo r costs by g e ttin g  more 
production w ith  few e r w orkers.

But alarm  is not enough. The 
workers must evolve a program  
tha t can meet th is  Ihrea t to 
th e ir jobs. The sho rte r w o rk  week 
— embodied in the w ide ly-endors­
ed demand fo r the 30-hour week 
at 40 hours’ pay— is the d irec­
tion  tha t th is  s trugg le  must take.

LOS ANGELES
New Year's Eve 

Gay Nineties Ball
Dec. 31

From 9 P. M. on 
M ilitant Labor Forum 

1702 E. 4 tli St.

We're Sorry
B y m istake, the by-line  o f 

the  au tho r o f the a rtic le  on 
b ir th -co n tro l in  the  Dec. 13 
M il ita n t  was om itted. O ur 
reg u la r readers, however, w il l 
have detected the liv e ly , in ­
te res ting  s ty le  o f Joyce Cowley.
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A  True Defender of Civil Liberties
The hard-pressed forces defending c iv il lib ­

erties in this country have 'lost one of their 
most courageous and sk illfu l fighters—Arthur 
Garfield Hays. He died on Dec. 14 in New 
York C ity at the age of 73.

Hays, a very able lawyer, made big fees 
from corporations and wealthy clients. But he 
considered this secondary to his main work 
and a means o f facilitating that work, his life 
work, which he d id fo r nothing. This was 
the defense of c iv il liberties. Whose civ il lib ­
erties? Why those that were being violated. 
I t  did not matter to Hays what the person’s 
or organization’s views were. He believed in 
c iv il liberties for all. unconditionally.

Here is part o f his record since World War 
I. In the early '20s he was lighting for the 
right o f striking coalminers to hold meetings 
•in the company towns o f Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. In 1925, with his friend and 
mentor Clarence Darrow, he fought religious 
bigotry in the famous Scopes “ monkey tr ia l”  
in Tennessee—  where the issue was the right to 
teach the theory of evolution. The next year 
he was lighting a. hook and magazine ban in 
defense o f the right o f modern American w rit­
ers to  write honestly on social and sexual 
themes.

One o f the greatest cases he was associated 
w ith was the defense o f Sacco and Vanzetti. 
This case— a vindictive follow-up o f the witch 
hunt o f the early '20s-—saw two noble figures 
electrocuted because of their radical anti- 
capitalist views.

In 1933, Hays appeared in Berlin and Leip­
zig fo r Communist leader D im itra ff and other 
defendants In the Nazi Reichstag Fire frame- 
up. In the same period in the U,S. Hays was 
defending the Scottosboro Boys, as well as

Tree! Beal and other Communist strike leaders 
on tria l for their lives in Gastonia, N. C. In 
1937, he was in the forefront of the fight 
against Mayor Frank “ I am the law”  Hague, 
who would not let striking seamen picket in 
Jersey City.

He continued his civil liberties work even 
•after his 70th birthday. In 1950, he was in 
Washington protesting the Communist regis­
tration Act as a violation of the B ill of Rights. 
In 1951 and 1952 he was defense counsel for 
the Trenton Six, framed-up victims of anti- 
Negro copsi To the very end, he remained 
general counsel o f the American C ivil Liberties 
Union.

It is sad to lose such a soldier when the 
battle Is .so far from wot). 1 lays was qne of the 
last o f a vanishing tribe in America — the 
principled liberal who really 'believes in c iv il 
rights for all. That is, all without exception.

Most o f today’s liberals are turning cowardly 
and, while they claim to be civ il libertarians, 
use the kind o f lawyer's formula that Hays 
never stooped to. They say, “ We’ ll defend all 
c iv il liberties but those of the Stalinists. 
Heresy, yes, conspiracy, no.”  This covers up 
the fact that the “ conspiracy” the Stalinists 
are being railroaded to prison for is “ conspiracy 
to  advocate,”  i.e. to talk or write. They hide 
the fact that every heretic burned at tire stake 
by the Inquisition in the past was accused not 
merely o f abstract heresy but of active con­
spiracy with the 'Devil.

The B ill o f Rights has meaning only i f  
everyone and every organization enjoys them 
in full.. A rthur Garfield Hays knew this and 
devoted his life to the defense of all whose civil 
liberties were violated. Ill’s life  was long and 
honorable. I Its death is a loss to the defense 
o f freedom in America.

Union Officialdom Serves 
W all St.’s Foreign Policy

By Carl Goodman
We have often called the top 

CIO  and A F L  o ffic ia ls  “ S tate. De­
partm ent un ion ists”  —  agents o f 
the U.S. S ta te  Departm ent in  the 
ranks o f the labor movement. 
The t ru th  o f th is  designation was 
am ply dem onstrated by W a lte r 
Reuther’s opening address to the 
16th CIO  Convention.

In  those .portions o f Ms speech 
devoted to .the 0 1 0 ’s fo re ign  
po licy, R eutiie r. declared: “ W e 
supported the P resident (E isen­
hower) . . .on a ll basic fo re ign  
.policy m atte rs .”  Thus, in  the 
d ispute between Eisenhower und 
Sen. Know land (R -C a l.), R euther 
lined up w ith  the A dm in is tra tion . 
He supported W a ll S tree t’s, 
present po licy  o f  seeking a tem ­
po ra ry  agreeVnent w ith  the Soviet 
bloc and China and opposed 
K uow land ’s re fusa l to  com­
prom ise.

R euther’s stand appears less 
jin g o is tic  than George M eany’s 
dec la ra tion  to the N . Y . State 
Federation o f Labor 'Convention 
on J u ly  10. M euny then- ranted

against the “ danger o f massive 
appeasement”  and “ coexistence”  
and asked w hether Eisenhower —  
W all S tree t im p eria lism ’s man in 
the W h ite  House. —  was g e ttin g  
“ s o ft”  tow ard the "reds.”

R E U T H E R  M O RE N IM B L E
R eu the r is m ore n im ble than 

IVleany in  fo llo w in g  the  tw is ts  
and tu rn s  o f W a ll S tree t’s fo r ­
eign .policy. Since Eisenhower, 
Dulles, T rum an, ’Stevenson and 
a ll the o ther p o lit ic a l spokes­
men fo r  the ru l in g  cap ita lis t 
circles are now fo r  “ coexistence,”  
Reuther is too. T h is  Shows th a t 
he is a labor “ statesm an.”

However, as the M il ita n t  has 
explained, the Eisenhower A d­
m in is tra tio n  is n o t cancelling 
W a ll S tree t’s d rive  to w ar. The 
ru lin g  circles o f B ig  Business are 
m erely s low ing down the pace, 
because they con fron t an un­
favorable re la tio n  o f forces on 
the w orld  arena. They are in ­
troduc ing  a tac tica l change in  
th e ir w a r plans, w ith o u t abandon­
ing  th e ir  longer range objective

Billions for War, Dimes for Polio
The announcement of the development o f a 

new polio vaccine by Dr. Jonas F. Salk is very 
welcome news. Dr. Salk himself expressed the 
view that this may lead to the virtual elim i­
nation o f polio within five years. According 
to the Dec. 11 N.Y. Times, the “ vaccine, if 
properly prepared and administered could 
produce an immunity considerably more potent 
than that provided by natural infection. Fur­
thermore, such an immunity would last for 
many years, possibly for life.”

But why must the victory over the crippling 
disease o f poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) 
take as long as .five years? Indeed, why has 
it taken this long to  get close to a victory? 
Why must many thousands of children each 
year still be maimed for life or doomed to 
death when medical science has come this close 
to a solution? Is it the inadequacy of the 
scientists themselves or a failure to provide 
the means .to do the job quickly?

The National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis was established in 1938 and has run 
a March of Dimes campaign every year to get 
private donations. But the Foundation has 
been able 1o spend only 14 m illion dollars on 
research to end polio. Compare this with the 
billions the government provided science for 
the discovery and production O f A-bombs and 
11-bom'bs, far more d iff ic u lt scientific prob­
lems than polio .presents. Can anyone doubt 
that polio would long ago have become a thing 
o f the past i f  anywhere near as much had 
been spent for research to defeat this disease?

Look at the difference in the way in which 
these two problems have been tackled. For 
the hydrogen bomb, a concentrated campaign 
was organized with the fu ll resources o f the 
government, at the disposal of science. For 
the defeat o f the dread disease of polio, private 
institutions go begging for dimes.

The same day on which Dr. Salk’s important 
announcement was made, a new warship, built 
w ith tax-raised money, was launched. The 
Forrestal, a super-aircraft carrier, cost the 
American people about $200 million. This ex­
penditure alone, i f  used for polio research, 
might already have given tis the victory and 
saved numerous persons fro'm terrible a fflic ­
tion.

For war, the capitalist government goes to 
any lengths. For the health o f the people, it 
does almost nothing. The capitalists are con- 
corned first of all w ith their project of con­
quering the world for the present and future 
profits o f Big Business. I f  the cure fo r polio 
woulid win a few new profitable markets for 
businessmen, you could be sure no one Would 
now be dying from this disease.

A socialist government would give top prior­
ity  to the job o f winning the struggle against 
■polio, cancer and all the major killer diseases. 
W ithout the p ro fit system and the need to 
protect it w ith warships and hydrogen bombs, 
science at .last would get the fu ll support of 
the nation in its struggle to protect life. The 
victory then would not be long in coming.

The Battle of Hostages

Got H im se lf in  a S lin g

H is r ig h t arm  in  a s ling . Sen. Joseph M cC arthy is shown 
d isp lay ing  in ju red  elbow he cla im s kept him in a hospita l 12-days 
d u rin g  the Senate debate on censuring him . A f te r  the Senate 
voted the condemnation, M cC arthy made an open break w ith  
Eisenhower. H is new p a rty  aims are discussed on Page 1.

. . .  British Laborites]

There are indications that Washington may 
get o ff its high horse and make a deal handing 
over the 35 Chinese students it has been hold­
ing in this country in exchange fo r American 
fliers jailed in China as spies.

The whole development o f this possible 
students-for-flyers deal has brought to  ligh t 
some interesting facts. First is the number of 
jailed Americans involved. Originally, the 
headlines screamed the .figure 13. Now, how­
ever, they keep talking about 1!. Why? Be­
cause the U.S. press has v irtua lly  had to 
■admit, as did the United Press on Nov. 24, 
(that two o f the 13 worked for the Central 
Intelligence Agency.

Another interesting fact to come to ligh t is 
that the U.S. has been holding 35 Chinese 
students, men and women, as hostages here for 
the last four or five years. These Chinese 
entered the U.S. openly before the Chinese 
Revolution. They weren’t sent here as spies, 
nor did they .fly over dropping napalm bombs 
and strafing roads and villages. They were 
stric tly  civilians and students. When they had 
finished their studies and wanted to  return
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home they found that they were prisoners. 
Some wanted to go home undoubtedly to help 
build up their homeland, others to see fathers, 
mothers, wives, children. It made no difference 
to the U.S. State Department. It used the 
pretext that their technical skills and scientific 
training might be employed by the new regime 
in China and 'therefore they must be held in 
the U.S. under constant FBI surveillance.

Great (pressure was put on these students 
to renounce the New China and to declare for 
Clviang Kai-shek. Those that did so received 
all sorts o f (favors and had no trouble* leaving 
this country to go to  Formosa.

State Department spokesman Lincoln White 
says that the Imprisoned U.S. airmen and the 
student-hostages are in entirely different 
categories. That is quite obvious. The Chinese 
students are held by the U.S. and according to 
the "ethics”  o f diplomacy that is a “ good” 
category. On the other hand the U.S. airmen 
are held by the Chinese, and any State Dept, 
logician can tell you that is an “ ev il”  category.

Washington has been using the sufferings 
o f the imprisoned U.S. flyers and the anxiety 
o f their families to whip up hatred of China. 
The truth is that U.S. foreign policy is as 
responsible fo r the sufferings of the American 
airmen as it  is for the graves o f the casualties 
of the Korean “ police action.”  When the 
families o f the imprisoned American airmen 
and other Americans in sufficient numbers 
realize this, they w ill intervene in politics and 
take U.S. foreign policy out O f the hands of 
the W all Street imperialists. Then American 
flyers won’t be imprisoned in China because 
they won’t be shot down in bombing raids and 
Chinese students w ill be able to  travel where 
they wish in peace.

(Continued from  page 1)
these expulsions are in s titu ted  
A G A IN S T  the w i l l  o f the local 
pa rties  concerned.”

I t  is a fa c t th a t the local con­
s tituency labo r parties to  which 
the expelled members belonged 
were opposed to th e ir  expulsions. 
In  the ease o f tw o  o f those ex­
pelled, they were f irs t  excluded on 
the ukase o f a local pa id o ffic ia l. 
N e ithe r the cons titu tiona l r ig h ts  
o f local parties no r any p r in ­
ciples o f p a rty  democracy re ­
stra ined the r ig h t w ing  in  c a rry ­
in g  out th e ir  purge. As the rank 
and file respected and supported 
these local leaders and le ft-w in g  
m ilita n ts , the Labor P a rty  tops 
were forced to step in  from  above 
and pluck them out o f the pa rty .

T lie  Tribune, condemns the in ­
qu is ition  conducted by the purge 
tr ib u n a l and the fa c t tihat the 
accused members were “ called 
upon to  answer a whole series 
o f vague inqu iries  w ith o u t being 
to ld  w hat was the precise na ture 
o f the accusations aga inst them .”  
I t  concludes: “ The purge m ust be 
stopped r ig h t  now and those a l­
ready  expelled should be read­
m itte d  to  the p a rty  a t an e a rly  
date.”

D E F E N D S  DEM O CR ACY
The Bevanite paper thus con­

tinues th a t defense o f p a rty  
democracy which i t  courageously 
carried fo rw a rd  when i t  ra llie d  
in  sharp pro test at the ban on 
Socialist O utlook. I ts  a rtic les  
have already resulted in  M iss 
A lice  Bacon res ign ing  as cha ir j  
man o f the O rgan iza tiona l sub­
com m ittee o f the N.E.C.

“ . . .  I t  appears to  be impossible 
to act as a member o f tha t com­
m ittee ,”  she complained to  the 
secre tary o f the Labor P a rty , 
“ w ith o u t being singled ou t fo r  
a ttacks in  ‘T ribune ’ and m is­
represented in  o ther papers. . . 
To be singled out as the c h a ir­
man o f a special sub-com m ittee 
w h ich  goes round w itch -hu n ting  
is .iju s t un true .”

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  M iss Bacon’s 
denials th a t she w itch-hunted in 
M cC arthy s ty le , the ra n k  and

file  o f the Labor P a rty  w ill be 
under no illus ions. H er res ig ­
na tion  w ill g ive them added con­
fidence to f ig h t the purge as i t  
discloses a cris is  in r ig h t-w in g  
circles who come up against a 
deep opposition a t every a ttem p t 
to deal w ith  the le ft.

E X P E L L E D  A P P E A L
The expelled le ft-w ing e rs  are 

cam paign ing aga ins t th e ir  ex­
pulsions. F ive  o f them  have 
issued an appeal to  the Labor 
Movement.

“ We are the v ic tim s  o f a w itch  
h u n t”  they state to  L a b o r’s rank 
and file. “ L ike  thousands o f other 
rank and file rs  we have fo u g h t 
fo r  socialism in the Labor P arty . 
C learly, ou r ‘c rim e ’ in  the eyes 
o f M orrison and Co., is  th a t we 
condemned a ttem pts to line  the 
p a r ty  behind an Eden-Dulles fo r ­
eign po licy by opposing German 
•re - a rm am ent and S .E .A .T .O .; 
th a t we fo u g h t w ith in  the fra m e ­
w ork o f the p a r ty  fo r  a socia list 
fo re ign  po licy  and a domestic 
program m e to end cap ita lism . In  
o the r words, we endeavoured to 
assist the soc ia lis t w in g  o f the 
p a rty  to v ic to ry .

“ I t  is fo r  th is  and no other 
rokson th a t we have been ex­
pelled.

“ We have no t been expelled 
fo r  any breach o f d isc ip line  o r 
the constitu tion . We were among 
the m ost active w orkers in  our 
Constituency Labor Parties. . . 
A llega tions  th a t we disrupted the 
p a rty  could no t and cannot be 
substantia ted. . .

F L A G R A N T  V IO L A T IO N
“ We appeal to the ran k  and 

file o f the Labor M ovem ent to 
f ig h t these bureaucra tic  ex­
pulsions.

. . The r ig h t-w in g  leaders o f 
the p a r ty  can no longer Control 
H by w in n in g  support fo r  th e ir  
ideas. They can on ly  continue by 
using the p a rty  machine to 
bludgeon back a ll those demand­
ing  a fig h t against T ory ism  and 
war, by f la g ra n tly  v io la tin g  p a rty  
democracy and crea ting  a porps. 
o f though t police backed by 
though t tr ibu na ls .”

o f launching W orld  W ar I I I  to 
establish w o rld  dom ination fo r  
the Am erican c a p ita lis t class.

Reuther is tho rough ly  tied to 
th is  im p e ria lis t course (the  rea l 
“ b a s i c  fo re ign  po licy ”  tha t 
Reuther endorses), as shown by 
w hat he said at the C IO  con­
vention about U.S. po licy in Asia.

W H Y  T H E Y  R E B E L
Here R euther s tr ikes  a c r it ic a l 

note. He (thinks the T rum an and 
E i s e n h o w  e r  A dm in is tra tions  
should have done a “ more positive 
job o f f ig h tin g  com m unism .”  The 
g im m ick  be proposes is  more eco­
nomic a id  to  A sia . R euther’s 
no tion  is th a t the Com m unist 
P arties  w in  re c ru its  so le ly  be­
cause the masses a re  hu ng ry  and 
poor. He wants the U.S. govern­
m ent to  say: “ We w i l l  give you a 
gun to help defend yourselves 
aga inst the Com m unists; b u t . . . 
we w a n t to  also g ive you the 
tools w ith  which to f ig h t poverty  
and hunger in yo u r coun try .”  

R eu the r never m entions by so 
much as a w ord  th a t w ha t the 
w orkers and peasants o f Asia , 
A fr ic a  and L a tin  A m erica, are 
reb e llin g  against is  no t ju s t 
(hunger and poverty  b u t an en tire  
social system  th a t perpetuates 
th e ir  m isery. They are in  revo lt 
aga inst fo re ign  im p e ria lis t dom i­
nation and its  na tive agencies, 
the land lord  and cap ita lis t 
classes.

H unger by its e lf,  poverty  by 
its e lf  could never b r in g  the 
w orkers and peasants to the 
po in t o f revo lt. S ta rva tion  
deadens the w ill to  s trugg le . 
W hat im pe ls them  to f ig h t is  the 
recogn ition  th a t an outmoded 
and oppressive social system 
stands in  th e ir  way and th a t a 
be tte r one can be b u ilt.

W A L L  ST. BLO CKS W A Y
W a ll S tree t stands square ly in 

the w ay o f re a liz in g  th e ir  asp ira ­
tions. I t  wants to  perpetuate th e ir  
colonial s lavery. A s p a rt o f its  
counter - revo lu tiona ry  schemes, 
which include napalm  bombings 
o f defenseless populations, IJ.S. 
B ig  Business uses the device o f 
a rm in g  sections o f the colon ia l 
people. T h is  is w ha t Reuther 
re fe rs  to when he says “ we w il l  
g ive you a gun.”

W ho takes the gun? W ho 
makes up the U.S.-sponsored 
ROK, V ie t-N am , Chinese “ N a ­
tio n a lis t”  o r o ther so-called na­
tiona l arm ies in  the colon ia l 
countries? The sons o f the native 
ru lin g  classes en lis t as officers 
to help preserve the im p e ria lis t 
orders. The soldiers are dra fted  
from  the population aga inst th e ir  
w ill.  The genuine freedom f ig h t­
ers in  A sia  w ant no pa rt o f these 
puppet arm ies and s trugg le  
against them wherever they can.

B u t R euther favo rs  .them. How ­
ever, since as a labo r “ sta tes­
man”  be is supposed to  have the 
w e lfa re  o f the w o rk ing  people o f 
Asia a t heart, be adds: “ L e t’s 
also g ive them  some economic 
a id.”

NO R E A L  S Y M P A T H Y
(Reuther, Meany and m ost o f 

the o th e r o ffic ia ls  o f the labo r 
movement have no real sym pathy 
fo r  the w orkers  and peasants 
f ig h tin g  fo r  na tiona l independence 
and social change. They represent 
a priv ileged  social g roup ing  in  
the U.S. labo r m ovem ent —  a 
labor bureaucracy th a t ru les 
d ic ta to r ia lly  in the  unions. T h is  
bureaucracy is im peria lis t-m inded  
and co rru p t to the  core.

The bureaucrats w a n t to  en­
la rge  th e ir  income, power and 
prestige  by sha rin g  in  the gains 
the ru l in g  c a p ita lis t circ les hope 
to  make fro m  U.S. exp lo ita tion  
o f Hie w o rld . They have even 
carved o u t special careers fo r  
themselves as “ labor re la tio n  ex­
pe rts ”  for- the S tate Departm ent 
in  its  dealings w ith  the w o rk ing  
people abroad.

There is a whole corps o f 
global troubleshooters from  the 
rank o f the labo r offic ia ldom  
roam ing the w orld  fo r  the State 
Departm ent. W a lte r R euther’s 
b ro ther, V ic to r, is  one o f th e ir  
number.

W A N T  SOME D E M A G O G Y
The bureaucrats w ant the U.S. 

governm ent a lw ays to conduct its  
fo re ign  po licy  in such a w ay as 
to m ix  a l i t t le  demagogy and 
some token re fo rm s w ith  its  
b r u t a l  counter - revo lu tiona ry  
measures. T h a t w ay the labor 
agents o f the State D epartm ent 
can ge t in  on the act. T h a t is 
What R euther has in  m ind when 
he calls fo r  m ore economic aid.

•It is c e rta in ly  the  duity o f the 
Am erican labo r movement to 
demand th a t the U.S. governm ent 
extend aid ’ to the  w o rk in g  people 
abroad. B u t R euther’s is  a  s tr ic t ly  
phony brand o f in te rna tiona lism  
in the service o f a counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  power.

A  genuinely in te rn a tio n a lis t 
program  m ust begin by demand­
ing  tha t the U.S. governm ent 
recognize the r ig h t  o f peoples o f 
o ther lands to free ly  chose w h a t­
ever fo rm  o f governm ent or social 
system  they want. The demand 
fo r  economic aid m ust be tied  to  
th a t.

Science Group 
Hits Methods of 
Govt. /Security/

By Roy Gale
Breaking  an overlong silence on the  governm ent's 

w itch  hun t against scientists, the board o f d irecto rs  o f 
the Am erican Association fo r  the Advancem ent o f Science
has issued a c ritic ism  o f the i-------------------------------------------------------•
“ secu rity  and screening pro 
g ra m .”  The p ro te s t is published 
in  the  cu rre n t issue o f the organ­
iz a tio n ’s magazine Science.

T h is  s tatem ent o f conservative- 
minded scientists, who have be­
come g re a tly  d isturbed by the 
lowered morale o f scientists- 
plagued by surve illance and 
sm ear a ttacks, h its  at the heart 
o f the p re te x t g iven by the w itch - 
hun te rs  fo r  th e ir  persecution o f 
sc ientific  workers, th a t is, the 
c la im  th a t sc ientific  “ secrets”  
m us t be kept fro m  spies.

“ The basic fa c t is th a t there 
s im p ly  are no such th in gs  as 
perm anent scientific secrets,”  a f­
firm  the A A A S  d irectors, who 
po in t o u t tha t once th is  fa c t is 
recognized, “ the  whole p ic tu re  
changes.”

They charge th a t the a ttacks 
on scientists “ add up to  a h ill o f 
unknow n b!ut c e rta in ly  la rge 
size,”  which includes ‘<the lo w e r­
ed m orale, the  lost tim e  and 
effic iency, and the denial to  the 
na tion o f the use o f some persons 
o f g reat ta len t. . .”  They add: 

W ere tim e, ta len t and e ffec­
tiveness so wasted fo r  any o ther 
reason, those responsible would 
be considered g u ilty  o f sabotage 
o f the firs t order.”

F o r some tim e, the Association 
has been under heavy pressure 
by  prom inen t members to take a 
stand. W hile  the sta tem ent is 
cau tiously  worded, i t  c learly  in ­
dicates the extent o f the though t- 
con tro l and in tim id a tio n  exercised 
by the po litica l police aga inst the 
scientists.

The p ro test is lim ite d , how­
ever, to  the w itch  hu n t against 
scientists and does no t take in to  
account the la rg e r sweep o f 
tho ugh t-con tro l and po lice-state 
actions aga inst persons in  a ll 
professions and in v ir tu a lly  a ll 
spheres o f a c tiv ity , p riva te  as 
well as public.

'Moreover, the A A A S  d irectors 
accept the w a r p rogram  o f A m er­
ican im peria lism  and, there fore , 
accept in p rinc ip le  the necessity 
fo r  a “ secu rity ”  p rogram  which 
is the excuse fo r  the w itch  hunt. 
T h e ir  m ain argum ent is m erely 
th a t the present fo rm  o f the 
“ secu rity  and screening”  p ro ­
gram  is in te r fe r in g  w ith  the use 
o f scientists fo r  w a r p repa ra­
tions. They say:

This (se cu rity ) p rogram  is 
(necessary, bu t i t  poses a serious 
dilem m a: the more com ple te ly we

succeed in reducing the danger 
tha t in fo rm a tio n  now  in  our 
possession may leak to  a poten­
t ia l enemy, the more r is k  we run  
o f in te r fe r in g  w ith  sc ien tific  p ro ­
gress and o f reducing the tech­
no log ica l su p e rio r ity  and. the 
m ora l and physica l s treng th  upon 
which v ic to ry  in the u ltim a te  tes t 
would depend.”

The two specific po licy changes 
asked by the A m erican Associa­
tion fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Science are: (1 ) “ T h a t g rea te r 
w e igh t be given to  a m an’s 
po ten tia l con tribu tions. The r is k  
involved m ust s t i l l  be considered, 
bu t fo r  any g iven position , we 
can a ffo rd  a la rg e r r is k  i f  we 
(Stand to  make a g re a t ga in , than 
i f  we expect on ly a sm all one.”  

(2) “ That the r is k  be measured 
more w ith  regard fo r  the na ture  
o f the w o rk  to be done than has 
frequ en tly  been true  in  She past. 
No sa tis fa c to ry  ju s tific a tio n  has 
ye t been advanced fo r  screening 
persons engaged in unclassified 
research . . . by the standards 
appropria te  fo r  screening those 
who have access to de ta ils  o f w a r 
plans and advanced weapons.”  

Needless to say these pious 
hopes o f the scientists fo r a 
moderation o f the w itch  hunt w ill 
be torpedoed by the police-state 
minds o f the h igher au thorities . 
Their decisions on the “ secu rity ”  
program  rest not on the need o f 
the scientists fo r a more fa v o r­
able c lim ate  in which to work 
but on the con tinu ing  demands 
o f the w itch  hunt fo r  ever more 
v ic tim s  in order to silence dissent.

R obert C. Cowen, science 
w r ite r  for- the C h ris tian  Science 
M on ito r, observes th a t “ to  the 
na tu ra l sc ien tis t th is  ( A A A S )  
■program w ill m ark the d iffe rence 
between the d w in d lin g  o f the 
stockpile c f  sc ientific  ‘advances’ 
under the  present po licy  and a 
v ir i le  research p rogram  th a t wall 
expand the stockpile to its  
fu lle s t.”

W hat Cowen and the scientists 
don’t  understand is the inne r 
log ic  o f the w itch  hunt. I t  w il l 
take more than declarations and 
desires to stop o r even slow  
down the w itch  hunt. The on ly  
th in g  tha t w ill help the scientists 
regain freedom o f expression and 
research is to  organize mass 
pressure on the powers in  
W ashington and the Pentagon 
and demand th a t a ll res tra in ts  
and res tric tio ns  on scientists and 
science be junked.

W orld  Events
IC H IR O  H A T O Y A M A , N E W  

JA P A N E S E  P R IM E  M IN IS T E R ,
" is  ju s t as conservative as M r. 
Yoshida (the  defeated p re m ie r), 
in  h is po litica l views,”  says the 
Dec. 9 C h ris tian  Science M on ito r, 
“ bu t being a professional p o lit i­
cian, he is expected to be less 
au toc ra tic  in  vo ic ing  them .”  
Hatoyam a, who heads the Demo­
crats, a conservative business­
men’s p a rty , was elected p rim e 
m in is te r by the Japanese D ie t 
(p a rlia m e n t), w ith  the support 
o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty . One oif the 
conditions fo r  th is  .support is  tha t 
new general elections be held by 
M arch 10. The new p rim e  m in is ­
te r  favo rs  Japanese rearm am ent 
and close ties w ith  the U n ited  
States, b u t a t the  same tim e  
favors d ip lom atic  re la tions and 
more trade w ith  Russia and 
Oli i na.

*  + *

J A P A N E S E  R IG H T W IN G  
P A R L IA M E N T  LE A D E R S  Y.
Nakasone and 'M. T s u ji attacked 
ex-Presidents Roosevelt and T ru ­
man -and said “ both U.S. and Ja ­
pan are to  blame fo r  the w a r on 
a 50-50 basis,”  according to  the 
Dec. 8 N .Y . W o rld  Telegram . 
Genuine .socialists th roughou t the  
w o rld  have contended a ll a long 
th a t W orld  W’ar I I  was fo u g h t 
by Germ any, I ta ly  and Japan on 
one side and the  U.S., B r ita in  
and lesser a llies on the o ther 
fo r  Hie sake o f ca p ita lis t p ro fits . 
Each side fo u g h t fo r  a m onopoly 
o f the m arke ts, colonies and raw  
m a te ria l sources o f the w orld .

*  » *

IN  S O U TH  K O R E A , 1<2 A s­
semblymen q u it the L ibe ra l P a rty  
in re v o lt against P resident Syng- 
man Rhee, the U;S. puppet. The 
w a lkou t fo llow ed an Assem bly 
d ispute fo llo w in g  passage o f a 
co n titu tio n a l amendment a llo w ­
in g  Rhee to run fo r  President as 
long as he wishes.

*  *  *

IN  T U N IS IA , F rench and Tun­
is ian o ff ic ia ls  threatened to  wage 
w a r against Fe llagha  bands th a t 
refused to  la y  down arm s under 
te rm s o f an am nesty o ffe r . The 
FeUeghas are f ig h t in g  fo r  the 
com plete independence o f T un is ia  
fro m  despotic F rench  ru le .

T H E  W E S T G E R M A N  SO­
C IA L  D EM O CR ATS decided oni 
Dec. 12 to  wage a v igorous cam ­
paign o f opposition to the Lou- 
don-Paris accords p ro v id in g  fo r  
W. German rearm am ent. A ccord­
in g  to M. S. H and le r in  the Dec. 
13 N .Y . T imes, th is  means th a t 
“ the  Social Dem ocrats w i l l  em­
ba rk  on a determ ined e f fo r t  to 
slow down the ra t if ic a tio n  p ro ­
ceedings in  the  W est German 
P arliam ent and w il l  in te n s ify  
th e ir  a g ita tio n  among the Ger­
man people against the agree­
ments.”  Chancellor Adenauer is 
push ing fo r  ra t if ic a tio n  o f the 
agreements, alhough he knows 
th a t rearm am ent is unpopu lar 
w ith  the German people, H and le r 
reports . On Dec. 10, the upper 
house o f P arliam ent p ro v is io na l­
ly  voted fo r  rearm am ent. The 
issue w ill now have to be acted 
on by  the low er house, where 
Adenauer has a m a jo r ity . In  
the m eantim e, new anti-A denauer 
coa lition  governm ents in  Hesse 
and B ava ria , in  which the Social 
Dem ocrats hold the b iggest num ­
ber o f votes, have altered the 
com position o f the upper house. 
The Social Dem ocrats’ ca p ita lis t 
a llies , however, are no t com­
m itted  to oppose rearm am ent 
when i t  again comes up fo r  a 
vote in the upper house o f P a r­
liam en t.

*  *  *

A  N E W  T R E A T Y  B E T W E E N  
P A N A M A  and the U.S., rep lac­
in g  the 1903 tre a ty , m ay be 
signed n e x t m onth. U nde r the 
new agreement, the U.S. w i l l  in ­
crease its  annual paym ents to 
Panama from  $430,000 to  $1,930,- 
000 fo r  use o f the Canal Zone. 
T h is  is s t i l l  fa r  sho rt o f the $5,- 
000,000 Panama asked fo r. In  
1903, the U.S. governm ent under 
P resident Theodore Roosevelt en­
gineered a “ re vo lu tion ”  th a t 
broke Panama aw ay fro m  Colum ­
bia, a fte r  the Colum bian Senate 
had held up ra t if ic a tio n  o f a 
tre a ty  g ra n tin g  a canal zone to 
the  U.S. Am erican m arines were 
rushed to  sup po rt the  Panam a­
nian “ revo lu tiona ries .”  Roosevelt 
recognized the Republic o f Pan­
am a and signed a tre a ty  which 
granted the  te r r ito ry  the  U.S. 
demanded for a trifling sum.



I t ’s a -free country, isn’t it? Not i f  you’re a 
“ subversive”  or a "potential subversive.”  What 
are subversives and ipotential subversives? In 
1948 the Attorney General (a Democrat, if you 
please) dug into his, and the FBI's, store of 
knowledge and came up with a political black­
list. The lis t was added to, and it -now numbers 
about 100 organizations.

I f  you -are, or have at any time been, a 
member o f one of these organizations, even 
before it got “ on the list,”  you’re a-subversive. 
The list contains the Communist Party, as 
well as a host Of organizations which, in the 
personal opinion o f one Attorney General, are 
to one degree or another “ infiltrated” by “ com­
munists.”  Organizations for the aid of the 
Spanish Republic are on the list. Book clubs 
are on- the list. Nature study groups are on the 
list. Socialist parties w ith any -socialism left 
in them are also On the1 list. The Socialist 
Workers Party and even the Independent So­
cialist League aTe -there. So is the 1WW, which 
is just a union.

D id you ever attend any meetings of these 
organizations, subscribe to their periodicals, go 
to their parties? You’re a subversive. Were 
you bold enough to sign a petition or con­
tribute money in defence o f the Scottsboro 
Bovs in the thirties, or the Trenton Six in the 
forties? You’re a subversive. Are you so un­
fortunate as to have a relative, or a girl or 
•boy friend who did any o f these things? A 
radical uncle, perhaps, who starts political 
discussions at fam ily gatherings? You’re a 
subversive.

But don’t let is worry you. Being a sub­
versive -is no bother at all — unless you want 
a job in the government, or w ith a company 
having contracts with the government. Or

unless you want to teach school, become an 
official in your union, get a passport to travel, 
get an apartment in a public housing project, 
get an honorable discharge in the Army, enter 
the boxing ring in the state of Indiana, or have 
any relatives who want to do any of these 
things. O f course, in a “ national emergency” 
you can be thrown without tria l into a con­
centration camp. But our American- concen­
tration camps are sure to  have steam heal, TV 
-and ice cream on Sunday — at least, that’s 
what the police-state liberals who authored the 
bill assure us.

What -is a subversive? Anyone under the 
slightest suspicion of having a serious criticism 
of American foreign 'policy, or the present 
American, economic and social system. And. 
sometimes, you need to be Only slightly critical 
to get tagged. I t ’s a free country for those who 
say “ ja.”

So what are you going to do about it, Mr. 
Subversive? You can plead innocence, say it 
was all a mistake, confess your sins. But it is 
dot enough to confess your own sins. To prove 
your good fa ith  you must implicate others. 
Who sold you the ticket to that meeting, who 
gave you that petition to sign, what books do 
your friends read? Tell all you kndw about 
-that -radical >unde Of yours. You must become 
an informer and -a rat, and lose all vestige of 
human dignity or decency.

The other alternative is to fight for your 
right, and fo r everyone else’s, to express 
opinions — any opinions — freely, and w ith­
out persecution of any kind. You ¡must join 
with others to struggle every inch o f the way 
against the attempt by the government^to 
make a police-state of our country —  against 
Brownell and Eisenhower, as well as Mc­
Carthy; against Humphries, as well as Dies.

NO F R E E Z E  ON D IV ID E N D S . O il re fine ries  
reported cash dividends am ounting  to  $760 m il­
lio n  in  the f ir s t  ten m onths o f 1954 as compared 
to  $732 m illio n  in  the  same poriod in  1953. A ll 
demands by the workers fo r  wage increases were 
re jected d u rin g  the same period.

* * »
A SHO RTER W ORK W E E K  was won a fte r  a 
f iv e  m onths ba ttle  by  -Engravers G uild  Local 28 
and E ngraved Steel P la te F in ishe rs  Local 29. 
The w o rk  week was shortened fro m  37% hours 
to  36% hours accompanied by a wage increase 
o f $2 a week re troac tive  to  J u ly  5, 1954. They 
w i l l  receive an add itiona l $1 a week S ta rting  
J u ly  5, 1955, fo r  the  du ra tion  o f the 18-month 
con tract.

*  *  *

OVER 7,000 JOBS have evaporated in  the la s t 
yea r a t the M urra y  Body p la n t in  D e tro it. Less 
than 50 w orkers are le f t  in  the p la n t and they 
are w o rk in g  on a irc ra f t  contracts about to ex­
p ire . M ost o f the la id -o ff w orkers had more than 
30 years sen io rity  and were in the 40 to 50 years 
age bracket —  too young to d raw  pensions and 
social secu rity  and too old to find o ther jobs.

*  *  *

A D V IC E  FOR A D U LT S . 500 Crane H igh 
School students in Chicago gave the fo llo w in g  
advice to adults on juven ile  delinquency: “ We live  
in an ad u lt com m unity w h ich  has much w rong 
w ith  it .  These adults are ou r models. So one o f 
the  answers is fo r  the adu lts  to clean up th e ir  
own mess and produce be tte r models.”

*  *  *

F E A R  G E N E T IC  D A M A G E . Some b io log ists 
fe a r th a t enough atom ic rad ia tion  has been re ­
leased by  the 64 atom ic explosions to  date to 
cause serious genetic damage and increase the

num ber o f defective ind iv idua ls  in  fu tu re  genera­
tions. A tom ic  E nergy Commission o ffic ia ls  pooh- 
pooh the poss ib ility  o f long-range rad ia tion  dam ­
age. The on ly  th in g  these o ffic ia ls  fe a r is th a t 
“ rad ia tion  scare stories”  w i l l  a ffe c t th e ir  weapons 
tes tin g  program . Despite serious w arn ings by 
scientists they have no in ten tion  o f abandoning 
fu tu re  tests unless compelled to  do so by con­
s idera tions o f in te rna tiona l po litics .

*  *  *

C E D R IC  I I.  B E LF R A G E , ed ito r o f the N a tiona l 
G uard ian, was ordered deported on Dec. 10 “ on 
grounds o f Com m unist p a rty  -membership.”  Bel- 
fra g e  said th a t he would appeal the deporta tion 
order and ca rry  on tlhe f ig h t  as long as the 
N a tiona l G uard ian, a news weekly, had the re ­
sources. He chargd th a t  the  present o rder was 
issued because h is  “ po litics  were w rong  seven­
teen years ago.”  “ The (figh t to  .protect the r ig h t  
o f  -any pub lica tion  to  c ritic ize  th e  Government 
in- any w ay i t  -sees f i t — fo r  th a t is  the essence 
o f th is  f ig h t  as we see i t — is an enorm ously cost­
ly  one, -but o u r m any fr ie n d s  and readers are 
back o f us,”  he declared.

♦  *  *

T H E R E  IS NO JO B S E C U R IT Y  in  the fo re ign  
service o f the U.S., according to  John Paton 
Davies J r., recently  ousted vete ran d ip lom at who 
fe ll v ic tim  to the w itch -h u n t purge. Davies said 
th a t  any candidate fo r  a d ip lo m a tic  career would 
be p ruden t to- “ know another trade .”

*  *  *

A N S W E R  B L A C K E D  O UT. G eorg ia rad io  and 
te levis ion -stations which carried  Governor T a l- 
madge’is tirade  aga inst the  school desegregation 
ru l in g  o f the Supreme Court, on N-BC’s “ Youth 
W ants to Know ,”  blacked ou t the answer given 
by Thin-good M arsha ll, N A A O P  spokesman.

$1.00 •  CHRISTMAS SALE •  $1.00
The following books — originally priced up to $5.00 —  
are now available for $1 .CO apiece (plus 15 cents mailing 
and handling charge per book). Order now for Christmas 
mailing.
1. YOUNGBLOOD by John O. Killens

—  a novel of the Negro struggle
2. TH E BENDING CROSS by Ray Ginger

—  best biography of Eugene Debs
3. IN  PLACE OF FEAR by Aneurin Bevan

—  the left Laborite’s political credo
4. THE SIN  OF TH E PROPHET by Truman Nelson

—  exciting novel of the Abolitionists
5. TITO  by Vlado Dedijer

—  biography by Tito’s civil-war secretary
6. TH E EAGLE AND THE ROOTS by Louis Adamic

—  the slain author’s last work, on Yugoslavia
7. TH E REBELLION OF THE HANGED by B. Traven

—  stirring novel of the Mexican Revolution
8. TH E GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER by Jose de Castro

—  authoritative picture of world’s undernourishment
9. TH E  STRANGE CASE OF ALGER HISS by The Earl Jowitt

— an English legal expert examines the Hiss trial
10. THE CORPUS OF JOE B A ILEY by Oakley Hall

—  a social novel of the last 20 years
11. HORACE GREELEY —  VOICE OF THE PEOPLE by Wm. Hale

—  biography of the famous editor, abolitionist and socialist 
sympathizer

12. CRISIS IN  FREEDOM by John C. Miller
—  the alien and sedition acts

13. L IV IN G  THOUGHTS OF KARL MARX by Leon Trotsky
14. TH E JEW ISH QUESTION by A. Leon (paper covers)

—  best Marxist analysis of subject

Place orders at once. Payment must accompany orders. ^

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.
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Jailed Victims 
Of Witch Hunt 
Fear Assault

As Departm ent o f Justice o f ­
fic ia ls continued to keep a veil 
o f seccecy around the prison 
m urder o f W illia m  Rem ington, 
fears fo r  the sa fe ty  o f other im ­
prisoned w itch  hunt v ic tim s grew.

I r v in g  Potash, f ir s t  o f the 
eleven Com m unist P a rty  leaders 
ra ilroaded in 1951 under the 
S m ith  A c t to complete h is 
sentence, was re-arrested before 
he had passed th rough  the gates 
o f  Leavenworth Prison. He asked 
th a t he no t be taken to 
W yandotte  -County J a il in  Kansas 
C ity  fo r  fe a r “ I  m ig h t be the 
v ic tim  o f  the same th in g  th a t 
happened to R em ington.”  A u­
th o ritie s , appa ren tly  recogn iz ing 
the v a lid ity  o f his fears, took him  
to an undisclosed ja il in  E aste rn  
Kansas.

P O L IT IC A L  P E R S E C U TIO N
The re -a rre s t o f Potash, a 

fo rm e r o ffic ia l o f the -Fur and 
Leather W orkers Un ion (Inde ­
pendent), is  a shameless p o litica l 
persecution. He is being held 
under an in d ic tm e n t re turned , bu t 
purposely delayed a ll these years, 
by  the same Grand J u ry  th a t 
b ro ug h t the S fh ith  A c t  in d ic t­
m ent aga inst h im  in 1950.

A t  Lew-isburg (P a .) Federal 
P en iten tia ry  where w itch  hu n t 
v ic tim  W illia m  Rem ington was 
recen tly  beaten to  death M y r l 
A lexander, an aide o f the Federal 
D ire c to r o f Prisons, completed an 
on-the-spot investiga tion . D epa rt­
m en t o f Justice o ffic ia ls , however, 
have .refused to  d ivu lge the con­
ten ts  o f h is  re p o rt o r even say 
i f  i t  ever would be made public.

W H Y  D ID  H E  D IE ?
Rumors and theories th a t the 

fo rm e r governm ent economist, 
was k ille d  because he somehow 
was m ixed up w ith  r iv a l prison 
gangs have been seized on by the 
c a p ita lis t newspapers. T h is  theo­
r y  would present -Remington’s 
m urder as a s o rt o f accident 
unconnected w ith  the p o litica l 
w itch  hunt. Asked about the gang 
theory, W arden Fred T. W ilk in ­
son at Lew isburg rep lied : “ I per­
sonally discount reports  o f gang 
w a rfa re  o r s im ila r  defects as a 
basic cause fo r  the m urder o f 
Rem ington.”

W ilk inson ’s s tatem ent again 
raises th is  question: W as Re­
m ington beaten to  death by 
fe llo w  prisoners because they 
were in flam e d  by w itch  hun t 
propaganda o r -because they 
hoped to  be- rewarded fo r  th e ir  
“ p a tr io t ic ”  act?

Police Brutality 
Victim Convicted 
For Complaining

N E W A R K , Dec. 10 —  C hief 
Police M ag is tra te  H a rry  A . Pine 
today re ta lia ted  against Edward 
C. T ay lo r, New Jersey Negro 
Labor Council O rganizer, fo r 
having dared last A ugust to place 
charges o f atrocious assault 
against Patro lm en D i O rio  and 
F e rran ti.

On Aug. 22 the tw o cops beat 
M r. T a y lo r severely, b reaking has 
nose, w h ile  they had h im  in the 
police wagon under arrest. They 
then filed trum ped - up charges 
aga inst him  o f in te r fe r in g  w ith  
the police, using loud and abusive 
language, and assault and ba t­
te ry . Pine today declared T a y lo r 
g u ilty ,  fined hi-m $150 and p-ut 
him  on parole under a one-vear 
suspended sentence.

FACES N E W  F R A M E U P
The cops also accused T a y lo r 

o f c a rry in g  a concealed weapon 
—  a 4% -inch kn ife  th a t T a y lo r 
declares they planted on h im . The 
k n ife -c a rry in g  charge has been 
re fe rred  to the grand ju ry , iso 
th a t T a y lo r faces y e t another 
fram e-up  count against him .

The grand ju ry  w i l l  also con­
s ide r T a y lo r ’s com p la in t aga inst 
the officers. Despite the num er­
ous known instances o f police 
b ru ta lity , th is  is the f irs t  tim e in  
N ew ark th a t a case has been 
carried as -far as the grand ju ry .

In  handing down his verd ict, 
Judge Pine refused to cred it the 
les tim ony o f T a y lo r ’s five w it ­
nesses —  a ll colored. They bore 
out T a y lo r ’s account tha t he had 
s im p ly slowed down to  watch 
officers questioning people in  a 
car, th a t P atro lm an F e rra n ti 
pushed T ay lo r, and tha t the two 
cops arrested T a y lo r when he 
protested th is  trea tm en t in a 
d ign ified way.

T a y lo r ’s beating led Jest 
September to the fo rm a tio n  o f 
the  C itizens A ga in s t Police 
B ru ta lity  who obtained several 
thousand signatures on a pe tition  
to M ayo r C a rlin  p ro te s ting  the 
outrage.

T a y lo r ’s- conviction w il l  be ap­
pealed.

Expose Cruel Treatment 
Of Immigration Detainees

Faces Death

B. Navidzadeh, 30, a Uni­
versity of Michigan student, is 
shown in Detroit as he said he 
will fight deportation to Iran 
where a possible death sentence 
awaits him. He charges he is 
falsely accused of “Communist” 
sympathies at home because he 
exposed graft in Iran. The Iran 
government canceled his pass­
port. His wife and two children 
are in Iran.

Behind these po ignan t las t 
woixls and the attem pted urnied 
robbery lies a ta le  o f hum an s u f­
fe r in g  and human desperation.

Search o f the body revealed no 
iden tifica tion . The dead m an’s 
pockets yie lded a .total o f  seven 
cents. A ll T hanksg iv ing  Day —  
w h ile  th roughou t the c ity  fam ilies  
and friends  gathered toge ther fo r  
ho liday celebration —  the un­
known you th ’s body la y  in  the 
m orgue unidentified. F in a lly  a 
deputy s h e r if f  recognized ilt as 
th a t o f a man he had once w o rk ­
ed w ith  a t  the N a sh-K e lv ina to r 
fa c to ry .

Thereupon a s to ry  began to be 
fit te d  together th a t disclosed a 
record o f idealism , courage, love 
of life , s u ffe r in g  and a fina l act 
o f desperation c lim axed by sud­
den death.

NO W O R K, GOING B L IN D
The body in the m orgue w ith  

the bu lle t-ripped  chest was th a t 
o f 30 - yea r old Raymond C. 
Shepherd. He was an unemployed 
in du s tria l w o rke r whose unem­
ploym ent compensation- had run 
ou t s ix  m onths before. H is 
fa ilu re  to find w o rk  was in la rge 
p a rt due to  the fa c t th a t  he was 
go ing blind. He had already lost 
the  s ig h t o f one eye and was 
ra p id ly  los ing the s ig h t o f the 
other.

B u t the re  was more to his life  
than unem ploym ent and im peding 
blindness. As a medical corpsman 
in W orld  W a r I I  he had been 
awarded the Bronze S ta r fo r  
heroism in exposing h im se lf to 
enemy fire to rescue a wounded 
comrade. C haracte ris tic  o f Ray­
mond Shepherd was the fa c t th a t 
he had trans fe rre d  from  the in ­
fa n try  in to  a medical detach­
m ent because he d idn ’t  believe in  
k il lin g .

H IG H E S T  P R A IS E
In  c iv ilia n  life  -he displayed 

s im ila r  qua lities. In  1-947 be be­
came a member o f the M ilwaukee 
-branch o f the Socia lis t W orkers

Racists Set Fire 
To Home in Conn.

J im -C row  arsonists in B rid ge ­
port, Conn., set fire  recently to 
the home o f M rs. M arion Free­
man because she refused to move 
out o f a “ w h ite ”  neighborhood.

The F ire  was preceded by a 
series o f th rea ts  and incidents, 
inc lud ing  crowds ga the ring  in 
f ro n t o f the  house and shouting 
“ n igg e r”  a t he r and her -two sons.

A  $3,000 LOSS
The ¡house was rented from  

M rs. John R. Condon, who 
reported th a t 10 residents o f the 
s tree t had offe red to pay he r two 
m onths’ re n t i f  she would change 
her mind about -renting to  M rs. 
Freeman. “ One man cursed me 
and a women wanted to  beat me 
up,”  M rs. Condon said.

■Mrs. Freeman los t $3,000 in  
fu rn ish in g s  and personal posses­
sions bu t says she in tends to 
s ta r t  sav ing fo r  her n e x t home. 
“ I on ly  hope the conscience o f 
whoever d id  i t  w i l l  ge t them , 
even i f  the la w  doesn’t , ”  M rs. 
Freeman declared.

By John Thayer
The D epartm ent o f Justice 

stooped to  the release o f false 
news in  an a ttem pt to quiet 
m ounting  protests against its  
barbarous trea tm ent o f detainees 
whom i t  has th row n  in to  federal 
and c ity  prisons since the closing 
o f E ll is  Island.

A  p ro tes t by the fam ous 
au thor, Pearl Buck, led the con­
serva tive  New  Y o rk  T im es to 
s ta r t  a crusade aga ins t the im ­
prisonm ent and tre a tm e n t as 
common c rim ina ls  o f aliens, 
whose on ly crim e is th a t they were 
no t born in  th is  country. Repub­
lican A tto rn e y  General-elect o f 
New  Y o rk , J. K . Ja v its  has 
described the trea tm en t o f these 
aliens as th a t o f “ second class 
hum an beings.”  Dem ocratic Gov­
ernor-e lect o f New' Y o rk , A ve re ll 
Harrovian sha rp ly  denounced the 
M eC arran A c t under which the 
aliens are be ing held and also 
denounced th e ir  being th row n  
Into ja i l  “ alongside th ieves and 
hoodlums.’’

Under th is  barrage the D e pa rt­
m ent o f  Justice on Dec. 9 to ld  
the  N. Y . T im es th a t i t  had re-

P a rty . H is comrades, unbelieving 
and dismayed by the tra g ic  act 
o f  desperation w h ich cost R ay­
mond Shepherd his life , have 
on ly  the highest pra ise fo r  his 
p o lit ic a l w o rk  and personal 
qua lities  lip  to  the fina l drama.

H is ou tstand ing p e r s o n a l  
qua lities  —  as was noted by 
the re p o rte r fo r  the M ilw aukee 
Journa l who was s truck  by the 
paradox o f a mu-sic and a r t  lover 
begin shot down as a hold-up 
man —  were hi-s sensitiveness 
and kindness.

How g re a t then m ust have 
been his inne r tu rm o il —  
over unem ploym ent, approaching 
blindness, the though t o f being a 
burden on fa m ily  and friends  — 
th a t led to an act 6o ou t o f 
keeping w ith  h is personal char­
acter and so coai-tradictory o f his 
p o lit ic a l and social views?

T h a t lie  had s trugg led  hard be­
fore desperation gained the upper 
hand is  shown by the fa c t thait 
he had started  s tudy ing  b ra ille  
in  p re pa ra tion  fo r  h is  days o f 
to ta l blindness.

He is mourned by a ll who 
knew him , not on ly fo r  the 
te rr ib le  m anner o f his death, but 
fo r  the loss o f him as a kind, 
honest, courageous and s u ffe rin g  
fe llow  human. T h is is t ru ly  an 
Am erican tragedy.

(Continued from page 1)
tion  over fo re ign  po licy, dissoci­
ated’ h im s e lf from  M cC arthy's 
a ttack  on the President.

■Sen. B u tle r (R -M d .), who owes 
his election in 1950 to  M cC a rth y ’s 
in te rven tion  and smear cam paign 
aga ins t M illa rd  T yd ings, also sol- 
idarized h im se lf w ith  E isen­
hower. Sen. G oldw ater (A r iz . )  
whose speeches du rin g  the cen­
sure debate fo llow ed the M cCar­
th y ite  line closely, did likew ise.

R ATS L E A V E  S H IP
Then on Dec. 11, Gen. Van 

Fleet, one o f the p rom inen t re ­
tire d  -brass-hats who headed the 
10,000,000 Am ericans fo r  Justice 
group th a t conducted a p e titio n  
cam paign aga inst M cC a rth y ’s 
censure, w ired  the W isconsin 
Senator: “ T h is  la s t a ttack  on our 
g re a t P resident causes me to 
w ith d ra w  a ll support.”

■Even Sen. M u n d t (R -S .D .) 
lined up w ith  Eisenhower. “ There 
is a lo t o f room fo r  honest d is­
agreem ent as to  the approach”  
to fo re ig n  po licy qaicstions, 
M undt said. He thus rejected 
M cC arthy ’s treason theme and 
announced in e ffe c t th a t, un like  
M cC arthy, he rem ains bound to 
the Republican P a rty  machine 
and ties his fo rtunes to those 
o f the GOP.

M cC arthy ’s closest a llies did 
not desert him because they hate 
h is crim es against c iv il liberties. 
They are among the most ardent 
h itch -hun te rs  in the coun try  and 
even cheered when M cC arthy 
turned the w itch  hunt against the 
Dem ocratic P a rty .

They have no pto inrch , how­
ever, fo r  the d iff ic u lt ie s  th a t the 
M eO arthyites now face in  bu ild ­
in g  an independent fascist, move­
ment. The M cC arthy ites  w ill no t 
share in the po litica l plum s. They 
w ill be boxed o f f  in  a corner in -

seinded its  fo rm e r po licy  am i th a t 
“ under no circum stances may 
a lien  detainees any longer be 
placed In ja i l . ”  The T im es fu r th e r  
reported th a t im m ig ra tio n  o f ­
fic ia ls in New Y o rk  had been 
ordered to place a ll present and 
fu tu re  detainees under guard in 
the  E m pire  H ote l in  M anhattan 
pending the estab lishm ent o f 
detention quarters  in  the D e pa rt­
m ent o f Justice bu ild in g  in  M an­
ha ttan.

The N. Y. T im es gave th is  
news f ro n t  page prom inence and 
congra tu la ted the D epartm ent o f 
Justice in an ed ito ria l en titled , 
“ O rder Revoked.”  T h is  sta ted: 
‘T o  im prison people by act o f an 
a d m in is tra tive  o ffic ia l is  deeply 
a lien to Am erican tra d it io n .”  No 
sooner was th is  o f f  the press 
than the t ru th  came out.

The Justice D epartm ent had 
not ended its  po licy o f ad­
m in is tra tive  im prisonm ent o f 
detained aliens. I t  had m erely 
moved eleven o f these ha rried  
people from  ja i l  to an inexpensive 
hotel. The m a jo r ity  rem ain in  
prison and are treated lik e  
crim ina ls . The D epartm ent o f 
Justice w ill not move them out 
o f ja i l  unless popu lar p ro test 
forces i t  to.

P E A R L  B U C K ’S LE T T E R
The o ffic ia l “ ju s tific a tio n ”  is 

th a t those s t i l l  kep t in  ja i l  are 
“ ¡possible”  subversive o r c r im in a l 
types. T h is  -is the personal ju d g ­
m ent o f some D epartm ent o f Jus­
tice bureaucrat. -If the whole 
Am erican people were subjected 
to  such screening by bureau- 
ca rts  who are e ith e r scared by 
McCarth.yism  fo r  th e ir  jobs or, in  
some cases, are o u tr ig h t M c­
C a rthy ites , the m a jo r ity  o f the 
popu la tion  would be in  prison.

•Pearl Buck, in  a second le tte r 
to the T im es, g ives an example 
o f the type o f “ possible”  sub­
versive o r c rim ina l the D epa rt­
m en t o f Justice is m is trea ting . 
She quotes a le tte r  from  a 
Chinese fr ie n d  “ detained”  fo r  
deporta tion :

“ We a rrive d  a t the W est Coast 
a t 11 a.ni. today w ith  three e lde r­
ly  look ing -Chinese men and one 
M alaya young man. They were 
taken ou t fro m  prison  in  New 
Y o rk  before they boarded the 
plane. A  man fro m  Im m ig ra tio n  
in- New Y ork , w earing  c iv ilia n  
clothes w ith  a gun, guarded us 
a ll the w ay here. We were m et 
by an Im m ig ra tio n  o ff ic e r a t the 
a irp o rt  and he im m ed ia te ly  p u t 
,us in a s ta tion  w agon th a t had 
an iron  ba r in  f ro n t  and an iron  
<loor in  th e  back and drove us to 
Alam eda County Ja il. M y bus- 
band and I were once again pu t 
in ja i l  and separated fro m  each 
other.

“ A ll day Monday, since 1 
o’clock in (he afternoon u n til 4 
o’clock on Tuesday afternoon we

sofa r as the o ld-line  po litica l m a­
chines are able to  do so. Now 
th a t the m ain sections o f B ig  
Business are fo llo w in g  a po licy 
o f  easing the tensions o f the cold 
w ar, the ru l in g  c ircles do not 
w ant to  encourage M cC a rth y ite  
demagogy, which in te rfe res  w ith  
th e ir  tr ic k y  in te rn a tio n a l m a­
neuvers.

C L IM A T E  HAS C H A N G E D
A t  home the D em ocratic-labor 

coa lition  is again com ing to  the 
fo re fro n t as a m ethod o f B ig  
Business ru le. The Republican 
P a rty  po licy its e lf  *is rece iv ing  
a “ lib e ra l”  -face-lift, w ith  the an­
nouncement by E isenhower th a t 
h is  p o licy  w i l l  henceforth  be 
known as “ progressive m odera­
t io n ’’ and his supporters as “ mod­
erate progressives.”

The p o litica l c lim ate  fo r  the 
tim e  being— determ ined both by 
the tac tica l s h ifts  o f B ig  Business 
and the predom inant trend in  the 
popu la tion  tow ards a renewal o f 
New Deal illus ions— is u n fa vo r­
able to the g ro w th  o f thp  ex­
trem e r ig h t.  Even R ig h t-w in g  
dissidents in the ca p ita lis t po­
lit ic a l ranks lik e  K now land, 
M und t and Van F lee t p re fe r to 
adapt themselves to  these sh ifts , 
w h ich  they rea lize are m ere ly 
m aneuvers o f the ru lin g  circles 
designed to ad ju s t the methods o f 
B ig  Business ru le  to  the  p rob­
lems o f the present conjuncture.

M cC arthy, on the o ther hand, 
prepares fo r  a longer range ob­
jec tive  o f B ig  Business to  crush 
the labor movement w ith  a fas ­
c is t d ic ta to rsh ip .

M cC a r t h y i t e  s t r e n g t h

And despite th e ir  cu rre n t iso la­
tion  in the Republican P a rty , the 
M cC arthy ites  are n o t opera ting  
on a shoestring. The ju dg m en t o f 
the  N .Y . Post's libe ra l co lum n ist 
M ax L e rn e r th a t M cCarthyisim  is

were not given an y th in g  to  eat 
except one cup o f coffee and tw o 
cookies which the stewardess in 
the plane gave to us. M y husband 
looked very  pale when we a r ­
rived at A lam eda ja il,  and I  fe lt  
qu ite  il l ,  too, from  hunger and 
from  weariness o f the tr ip .  I  am, 
however, fee ling  be tte r today.

S U F F E R  IN D IG N IT IE S
“T he Alam eda prison  is  the 

same as the W estchester C ounty 
(N .Y .) ja il.  I  was locked in  a 
cell w ith  s ix  others, tw o Cana­
dians, one Cuban and three M e x i­
cans. One o f them  is a seven- 
m onth pregnant woman. In  our 
cell there are fo u r  upper and 
•four low er bunks. We are allowed 
to have h a lf  an hour fresh  a ir  
each day i f  the w eathe r is  good. 
Except fo r  th ree  meals and in  the 
evening when they le t  us o u t to  
•take showers, the door is locked 
a ll the tim e. There is no space 
to  w a lk  around, so m ost o f the 
tim e we stay in our bunks. The 
m atrons here are qu ite  nice bu t 
the ru les are ve ry  s tr ic t .  I  was 
no t allowed to take an y th in g , no t 
even a too th  brush w ith  me, and 
I had no th ing  on me when I  was 
sent to take a shower.”

Pearl Buck adds th a t he r tw o  
frien ds  “ came to  the  U n ited  
States tw e lve  years ago on visas 
fro m  the Chinese N a tio n a lis t 
Governm ent. There has been no 
w ay to f in d  ou t who accuses them  
o r  o f w ha t they are accused. 
When I  inqu ired I  was to ld  th a t 
under the  M eC arran law  people 
can bo deported w ith o u t t r ia l  
and w ith o u t be ing to ld  w hy.”

S K O G LU N D  C A S E
The inhum ane tre a tm e n t o f 

detainees since the c losing o f 
E ll is  Is land w il l  cause M il ita n t  
readers to  wonder how th is  a f ­
fects the case o f C a rl SkogJund. 
E f fo r ts  to secure the release on 
bond o f the 70-year-old labor 
leader fro m  E llis  Is land suc­
ceeded one m on th  before de­
tainees were tra n s fe rre d  to p ris ­
ons. Less than tw o  days a f te r  
his release he was taken i l l  and 
rushed fo r  emergency surgery  to  
the Lenox H i l l  H osp ita l in  New 
Y ork . Released fro m  the hosp ita l, 
he is  recupera ting , though under 
doctor’s care.

Skoglund is out on bond bu t 
it can be a rb it ra r ily  cancelled by 
the Departm ent o f Justice at any 
tim e. Were th is  to occur he 
would, under present po licy, be 
th row n in to  a New Y ork  prison. 
Needless to say, such trea tm en t 
o f a man in his seventies, s u f­
fe r in g  from  a cardiac condition, 
m igh t w e ll be fa ta l. Those w ish ­
in g  to  help f ig h t the deporta tion  
o f Skoglund and to help pay his 
heavy medical expenses should 
make a C hris tm as con tribu tion  to  
the C iv il R ights Defense League, 
68 F if th  Ave., New Y ork  11, N .Y .

■a “ was-m ”  ra th e r than an “ is-m ,”  
is as w rong as a ll the previous 
annotumcemen ts o f the libe ra ls  
th a t  M cC arthy  is fin ished.

I t  m ust no t be fo rgo tte n  th a t 
M cC arthy s t i l l  enjoys a substan­
t ia l popu la r fo llo w in g  num bering 
in the m illio ns  among the m iddle - 
classes. He s t i l l  enjoys fin a n c ia l 
baching fro m  a p o w e rfu l m in o r­
ity  section o f the capita-]ist class 
— p r im a r ily  the aggressive Texas 
oil m illiona ires . He is the leader 
o f a considerable cadre o f h a r ­
dened fascists.

Blocked fro m  us ing  the Re­
publican P a rty  as a vehicle fo r  
b u ild in g  th e ir  . movement, the 
M cC arthy ites in  the next period 
m ig h t begin s to rm -troop  a c tiv ­
itie s , which they sooner o r la te r 
m ust re so rt to, anyw ay. F o r 
fascism  does no t aim  to come to  
power necessarily by  means o f 
•the b a llo t box. I t  plans to  
h u rl p riva te  m il i ta r y  fo rm a tio ns  
aga inst the labor movem ent and 
to m arch to power by th a t road.

There is there fore  no cause fo r  
complacency towards the fasc is t 
menace that (he continued ex ­
istence o f M cC arthy ism  rep re ­
sents to the labor movement.

DETROIT
New Year's Party
Dec. 31 9 P .M .
3000 Grand River 

Rm. 207
Free Buffet Supper - Dancing 
- Entertainment - Games and 

Favors - Door Prize.

C o ntribu tion  $1

AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY
On November 24, the day before Thanksgiving, a 

young man tried to hold up a bank in Milwaukee. Shot by 
a policeman concealed in the bank, his dying words were, 
“ W hy 
m e?”

. . .  McCarthy’s Aim Seen

''It ’s a Free Country"
-----------------------------------  By Amargo ----------------------------------

did you have to  shoot


