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Last-Minute Writ 
Blotks Move to 
Deport Skoglund

NEW YORK, Sept. 1 — A last-minute w rit of habeas 
corpus held up temporarily the scheduled deportation on 
Aug. 27 of Carl Skoglund, 70-year-old Minneapolis labor
leader who has been held a ®
prisoner on E llis  Is land since la s t 
M ay.

The e lderly  fo rm e r leader o f the 
M inneapolis tru ck  d rive rs  Local 
544, who has been the ta rg e t o f 
governm ent a ttack  fo r  more than 
15 years, had been hustled aboard 
ship w ith o u t even having tim e  to 
ga the r h is personal possessions o r 
arrange fo r  a few  frien ds  to  say 
goodbye. P a rt o f the th ings  he 
had w ith  h im  on E llis  Is land had 
to  be packed in  a g rocery  sack 
because he was denied tim e  to 
get luggage.

D eporta tion  proceeding against 
Skoglund s ta rted  in  1941 con­
cu rre n t w ith  the S m ith  “ Gag”  
A c t ind ic tm ents  o f the 18 So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  and CIO 
leaders, i? icluding Skoglund. A 
prolonged series o f Im m ig ra tio n  
D epartm ent hearings took place 
between 1941 and 1952 d u rin g  
w h ich  tim e Skoglund remained 
free  on bond. He adm itted  mem-

CARL SKOGLUND

bership in  the Com m unist P a rty  
fro m  1923 u n t il 1928 when he was 
expelled.

U nder the 1952 M cC arran- 
W a lte r Im m ig ra tio n  A c t, which 
makes C om m unist P a rty  mem­
bership a t any tim e in the past 
grounds fo r  deporta tion , Skog- 
lund was ordered deported. The 
sole ground fo r  th is  o rder was 
h is one-tim e membership in the 
CP which ended 26 years ago. 
He has lived and worked in A m er­
ica more than 40 years.

Under the au tho ritie s ’ in s tru c ­
tions he sought and obtained p e r­
m ission to re tu rn  to h is na tive  
Sweden. M eanwhile, he appealed 
to the A tto rn e y  General to g ra n t 
him  d isc re tiona ry  re lie f  on the 
grounds o f h is advanced years 
and the serious heart condition 
fro m  which he is s u ffe rin g . The 
A tto rn e y  General has a u th o rity  
to g ra n t such re lie f  under an 
amendm ent to the law.

Skoglund was ordered to E ll is  
Is land la s t M ay fo r  w hat he 
tho ugh t was to  be a hearing  on 
his appeal. Instead he was ordered 
deported fo r th w ith . H is law yer, 
S tan ley Low e ll, managed to block 
the order, b u t Skoglund’s bond 
was cancelled. H is appeal fo r  
d iscre tionary  re lie f was denied by 
the exam iner and the Board o f 
Im m ig ra tio n  Appeals. The A t ­
to rney General has a u th o rity  to 
overru le  th is  Board and to release 
Skoglund..

The w r i t  o f habeas corpus w il l  
come up in cou rt on Sept. 14, a t 
w h ich  tim e  fu r th e r  e ffo r ts  w ill 
be made to prevent Skoglund’s 
deporta tion .

Funds to finance the f ig h t fo r  
Skoglund are bad ly  needed. They 
should be sent to the C iv il R ights 
Defense Com m ittee, 19 W . 10th 
St., New Y o rk  11, N . Y.

Fight Continues in Ohio 
Jim Crow School Case

By Jean Blake
HILLSBORO, 0. — Act I  of the dramatic struggle to 

end segregation in the public schools of this southern Ohio 
community has ended. Philip Partridge, county engineer
who set fire  to colored L inco ln®
school J u ly  5 to hasten the aban­
donm ent o f th a t J im  Crow 
b lig h t, has re turned home fro m  
L im a  State H o sp ita l where a 
judge sent h im  fo r  m enta l tests. 
He was ru led sane and now is 
free  on bond pending grand ju ry  
action in September on an arson 
charge.

The school board has re jected 
the p e titio n  o f the Parents and 
C itizens Com m ittee fo r  School 
In te g ra tio n  and is re p a ir in g  the 
fire-dam aged L inco ln  school fo r  
reopening in the f a l l  on the old 
segregated basis. A determ ined 
group o f colored parents and 
citizens is re fus ing  a ll com pro­
mise o ffe rs  and p re pa ring  to 
send th e ir  ch ild ren to m ixed 
schools o r no schools in  Septem­
ber, and to take co u rt action 
against school o ff ic ia ls  unless 
the ch ild ren are adm itted  on an 
in tegra ted  basis.

P a rtridge , a 43-year-old fo r ­
m er Sunday school teacher and 
Boy Scout cub pack chairm an, 
was declared le ga lly  sane fo l­
low ing  35 days’ detention at 
L im a.

P E C U L IA R  V IE W
In  a pe cu lia rly  worded le tte r  

w h ich  m ig h t w e ll be subjected 
to  psych ia tr ic  exam ination i t ­
self, D r. R. E. Bushong, super 
in tendent o f the state hospita l, 
said th a t P a rtr id g e  “ has super 
io r  general in te lligence , b u t has 
been ra th e r po o rly  ad justed fo r  
several years. He is r ig id , g re a t­
ly  inh ib ited , ove rly  conscientious 
and has, fo r  a long tim e , been 
sym pathetic tow ard the under­
dog . . .”

He said P a rtr id g e  “ knew ar 
son was w rong , b u t h is crusad­
e r’s s p ir it  w il l not le t h im  con­
sider the consequences o f such 
an act.”

Persons who know the young 
county engineer w e ll commented

to'this reporter that it is those 
who preach Christianity and 
brotherhood but support segre­
gation in the community who are 
"poorly adjusted" and sufter 
from split personalities. “There’s 
something wrong with a society,” 
they added, “where principled 
consistency is called ‘rigid,’ be­
ing ‘overly conscientious’ is con- 
sidere a flaw in character, and 
‘sympathy toward the underdog’ 
a dangerous weakness.”

Mrs. Irma Jean Curtis, one of 
the leaders of the group demand­
ing integrated schools, told, this 
reporter that she did not know 
Mr. Partridge, but her uncle, 
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Justice Dept. Names Unions 
As First Target of New Law
Racists Seek 
Recruits in 
Detroit Plants

B y  Robert Himmel Jr.
SW P Candidate fo r  Congress 

(1st M ich. D is tr ic t)

D E T R O IT  —  Encouraged by 
the spread o f M cC arthy ism  and 
the resu ltin g  g row th  o f fascist 
groups th roughou t the country, 
D e tro it rac is ts  have begun to 
organize openly against the 
N egro  people.

W h ite  w orkers in  several auto 
p lants and U n ited  A uto  W orkers  
locals here have received lea fle ts  
d is tribu ted  by a new w h ite  su­
prem acist gang tha t calls its e lf  
the N a tion a l Association fo r  the 
Advancem ent and P rotection o f 
the M a jo r ity  o f the W h ite  Peo­
ple, Inc.

S P R E A D IN G  O UT
T his  o u tfit was form ed in 

Georgia a few  weeks a fte r  the 
U.S. Supreme C ourt issued its  
ru lin g  th a t segregation in the 
public schools is uncons titu tion ­
al. N ow  i t  is spreading ou t in  
an e f fo r t  to re c ru it  members in  
o ther p a rts  o f  the country.

The le a fle t d is tr ibu te d  here 
urges w h ite  people, fo r  the sum 
o f $7 a year to be sent to  the 
Georgia headquarters, to  jo in  
the J im  C row  organ iza tion , and 
its  ac tiv itie s  to uphold segrega­
tion . I t  says:

"T he  o rgan iza tion  was c h a rt­
ered and dedicated to  ge t the 
w h ite  people o f Am erica to 
un ite  in one common cause 
against any fu r th e r  aggression 
by the N A A C P  o r any o ther 
m in o r ity  group, which are now 
a tte m p tin g  to destroy the w h ite  
race.”

Com bin ing redba iting  w ith  N e­
g ro -ba iting , the le a fle t charges 
th a t "th e  N A A C P  has been in ­
spired by o ther rac ia l groups, 
and especially by the Commun­
ist. P a rty  . . .  to  break down, 
every tra d itio n  o f the w h ite  peo­
ple o f Am erica, and . . .  to cause 
us to be pushed back and be­
come slaves, servants o f th is  
great m onster the N A A C P .”

T A L M A D G E  A  B A C K E R
Am ong the “ character re fe r­

ences”  lis ted fo r  the new o u tfit 
is Herm an Talm adge, governor 
o f Georgia who has threatened 
to  uphold segregation by force 
and violence. I ts  o rgan izer and 
general counsel, R. L . Addleton, 
is ass is tant a tto rn ey  general o f 
Georgia.

The local b r a n c h  o f the 
N A A C P  has sent a te legram  to 
W a lte r Reuther and K en Ban- 
non, d irec to r o f the U A W  Ford  
departm ent, u rg in g  them to 
make an “ im m ediate in ves tig a ­
t io n ”  and take “ corrective  ac­
tio n ”  to discourage fu r th e r  d is­
tr ib u tio n  o f th is  le a fle t by union 
members.

SEPT. 1 —  On the same day 
that the Senate subcommittee on 
investigations submitted its re­
port whitewashing McCarthy on 
his dispute with the Army, a new 
committee, chaired by Sen. Wat*: 
kins of Utah, opened sessions 
that will be followed by the writ­
ing of still another report on the 
fascist Senator from Wisconsin.

The odds are th a t the new s ix- 
man com m ittee w ill once again 
provide M cC arthy w ith  a fo rum  
fo r  h is fasc is t propaganda, go 
through some shadow boxing, 
make a pretense o f stern ju d ic ia l 
exp lo ra tion  o f fac ts  a lready well 
known to a ll Senators and the 
whole country, b u t w i l l  do noth ing 
to re a lly  damage M cCarthy.

The present probe has a b u ilt-  
in device fo r  assuring th a t i t  
cannot end up w ith  any serious 
a ttack on M cC arthy ’s power. The 
question before th is  com m ittee is: 
Shall the Senate censure M c­
C a rthy?  T h is is the proposition  
th a t was s ifte d  ou t o f a series 
o f s tronger proposals which, one 
by one, w ent up in  o ra to rica l 
smoke.

W ATERED DOWN
In  the f irs t  place, the obvious 

proposal th a t M cC arthy  should be 
impeached was never advanced. 
N ext, the proposal to remove him 
from  his Senate com m ittee ch a ir­
manships was w ith d ra w n . O u t o f 
86 Senate votes, on ly  12 were 
cast aga inst a m otion  to table a 
reso lu tion  to  censure M cC arthy.

Even i f  the W atk ins  com m ittee 
recommends censure, w h ich is 
questionable, there is s t i l l  not 
much like lihood  th a t the  present 
Senate, whose members were 
a fra id  to vote fo r  censure before 
ad journm ent, w il l reverse them- 
selyes and act fa v o ra b ly  on the 
recommendation. Even i f  they 
should, censure would represent 
on ly  another slap on the w r is t  
fo r  M cC arthy and would not 
genu ine ly  in te rfe re  w ith  his fa s ­
c is t ac tiv itie s  in  and ou t o f the 
Senate.

Perhaps because the setup 
prevents in  advance any rea l 
harm  to M cC arthy, the opening 
o f the new hearing  yesterday 
w itnessed a few  procedural bangs 
o f the gavel by W a tk in s  against 
M cCarthy.

But it didn’t prevent McCarthy 
from grabbing the floor right 
after the hearing opened and 
launching a demagogic tirade in 
defense of his fascist “crusade 
against communism.” WTe venture 
to predict that this tirade, rather 
than Watkins’ gavel, will set the 
true tone for the hearings.

«>-

Latest Probers

Sen. Arthur Watkins (R-U'tah), left, chairman of the six- 
man committee that opened hearings on Aug. 31 of censure 
charges against McCarthy. E. W. Chadwick, center, is special 
counsel and Guy deFuria, right, assistant counsel of the com­
mittee. These faces are new, but the probe-McCarthy routine is 
well-worn by now.

FORD LOCAL 600 SCORES 
ACCEPTING OF PAY CUTS

DETROIT, Aug. 28 — In a fu ll front-page attack on 
the policy of accepting wage cuts to “ enhance”  each in­
dividual company’s “ competitive position,”  Ford Local
6C0’s newspaper Ford Facts to - si- 
day declared: “ NO W A G E  CUTS 
A T  FO R D ’S —  W IL L  F IG H T  
FOR P A Y  IN C R E A S E  IN  ’55.”

W ith o u t d ire c tly  a tta ck in g  CIO 
and U n ited  A u to  W orkers P resi­
dent, W a lte r Reuther, the officers 
o f the cou n try ’s la rgest un ion 
local take issue w ith  the course 
se t by Reuther when he approved 
the pay slash by Studebaker 
corpora tion.

“ A pp rox im a te ly  20,000 Kaiser,
Studebaker and Nash workers 
are forced by th e ir  em ployers 
under the th rea t o f los ing  th e ir  
jobs, to accept pay cuts —  which 
trend, i f  fo llow ed to  its  u ltim a te  
conclusion, could eventua lly  jeop­
ardize the wage and job security  
o f more than  one m illio n  Ford,
General M otors, C h rys le r and 
other w orkers, states Ford Facts.

“ We in Loca l 600 do n o t in tend 
to stand id ly  by w h ile  wages in 
the auto in d u s try  are cut. We 
no t on ly  in tend to  m a in ta in  our 
■present wage s truc tu re , b u t we 
also in tend to  fu r th e r  add to the 
present wage s truc tu re  in  the 
1955 nego tia tions.”

O n ly  three days before th is  
statem ent, the danger i t  warns 
aga ins t was emphasized by w h a t

the press described as the 
“ d ram atic , unprecedented action ”  
o f C h rys le r Corp. president L. 
L. Colbert appearing as the main 
speaker a t a closed session o f 
ihe U A W ’s C h rys le r Council.

A ccord ing to “ leaks”  to the 
D e tro it F ree Press, Colbert 
threatened the secret session 
about w h ich  the  U A W  leaders 
have kep t s ile n t —  th a t i t  would 
be “ bad”  fo r  the C h rys le r w o rk ­
ers i f  they did no t “ ge t go ing”  
and im prove the “ poor com petitive  
position”  o f C h rys le r corpora­
tion .

F o rd  Facts answers: “ I f  th is  
idea o f  accepting wage cuts in  
order to enhance the com petitive  
position o f em ployers were car­
r ie d  to  its  s il ly  conclusion —  and 
the Ford, General M otors and 
C hrys le r w orkers  jo in  in th is  
s tu p id  p ro je c t —  i t  would on ly  be 
a m a tte r o f tim e before the Inde­
pendents would be driven  ou t o f 
business com plete ly.”

“ I f  there are in the auto in-, 
du s try  be tte r wage rates and 
be tte r w o rk in g  conditions than 
we have in  the Rouge P lan t,”  
says Ford Facts, “ then we want 
to lig h t to raise our standards.”

How to Refute Arguments for Wage-Cuts
By Ed Atwood and Bill Talbott

D E T R O IT — W hy did the mem­
bers o f Studebaker Local 5, CIO 
United A u to  W orkers, agree to 
accept a 15 to 20% wage cut 
(30c an hour in  most cases) and 
im p o rtan t changes in  th e ir  w o rk ­
ing  conditions in South Bend, 
Ind.?

A t  f ir s t  they voted down the 
wage-cut proposal by  th ree to 
tw o a t a m eeting attended by 
about 5,000 o f the p la n t’s 11,000 
w orkers. B u t then the pressure 
was put on them fo r  a solid 
week: “ I f  you don’t  take the 
wage cut, i t ’s goodbye to  you r 
jobs.”  A t  a second m eeting, at 
tended by over 10,000 w orkers, 
the vote was 5,371 to  accept the 
new contract and 627 against. 
The o ther 4,000 voted w ith  th e ir  
fee t.

The pressure was applied by 
the company, by the local pa­
pers, by  the local po litic ians. B u t 
the decisive fa c to r was th a t i t  
was also applied by the union 
leaders, local and in te rna tiona l.

The union s im p ly  did n o t have 
an answer to the com pany’s de­
mands and economic theories. 
I ts  leaders have com plete ly 
abandoned tra d itio n a l union a r­
gum ents aga inst wage-cuts. A ll 
they did was p a rro t the  a rg u ­
ments o f the company.

The Studebaker wage cut 
threatens to establish a prece­
dent fo r  em ployers a ll over the 
coun try . T h a t is w hy  a ll w o rk ­
ers who don’t  w a n t to get- the 
Studebaker trea tm e n t should 
know  the argum ents th a t were 
used by the company and the 
R euther leadership to  p u t over 
the wage cu t in  South Bend, and 
should know  how to answer 
them. F o llow ing  are the m ain 
po in ts made by the  company 
and the U A W  leaders:

T H E IR  A R G U M E N T S
(1 ) The company is in  a “ poor 

com petitive  pos ition ”  because 
wages and conditions enjoyed by 
Studebaker w o rkers  are superio r

to those o f the “ b ig  th ree ” —  
Ford, General M otors and C hrys­
ler.

(2 ) The w ay to  save the jobs 
o f the w orkers  nqw employed 
and to prov ide more jobs is  to 
im prove the com petitive  position 
o f the company.

(3 ) Th is m ust be done by 
b r in g in g  the wage ra tes o f Stu- 
debakcr down to the level o f the 
b ig  three, and by g iv in g  the 
com pany con tra c t revis ions in 
w o rk in g  conditions, sen io rity  and 
d isc ip lin a ry  provis ions which w ill 
a llow  i t  to  im prove  its  produc­
t iv i t y  up to  the level o f its  com­
pe tito rs . In  short, the same con­
d itions and wages m ust p reva il 
in  Studebaker as now ex is t a t 
Ford  and GM.

(4) The w orkers have only 
tw o a lte rna tives : Accept the 
above conditions o r lose th e ir  
jobs.

A t  f irs t glance these a rg u ­
m ents m ay seem very strong. 
B ut a second look reveals them 
to be the tra d itio n a l company

argum ents against union organ­
iza tion  in  the f irs t place and 
against union demands fo r  im ­
proved wages and conditions 
even in  the best o f tim es. The 
d iffe rence is tha t th is  tim e they 
are tro tte d  out in th e ir  Sunday 
best and wear the union label.

ON T H E IR  O W N G R O U N D
L e t us f irs t take up  these a r­

gum ents on th e ir  own ground:
(1 ) G ran tin g  th a t Studebaker 

is in  a poor com petitive  position 
and m ig h t re a lly  have to go out 
o f business. Is  th is  caused by 
the re la tiv e ly  be tte r position o f 
th e ir  w o rkers?  No. Two years 
ago nobody claimed th a t Stude­
baker was no t doing ve ry  well. 
The same re la tiv e  wages and 
conditions prevailed then as now. 
The poor position o f Studebaker 
m ust be due to  some o the r cause. 
The rea l cause o f the c ris is  a t 
S tudebaker, i f  indeed the re  is 
one, is not m entioned by  the 
company, the  governm ent or 
even by the union. T h a t is the

fa c t th a t we are in  the in it ia l 
stages o f a depression.

(2) Even i f  a ll the o ther pa rts  
o f the Studebaker-Reuther a rg u ­
m ent were true , and presented 
w ith  the best o f in ten tions, they 
could on ly  mean th a t th is  p a r­
t ic u la r corpora tion  can obta in  a 
la rg e r share o f a cons tric ting  
m arke t on ly  a t the expense o f 
its  com petitors. The end result 
would be s im p ly  p u ttin g  U A W  
members' in  o ther p lan ts  out o f 
th e ir  jobs. T h is  is, as every un 
ion m an should know’, against 
the f ir s t  and m ost fundam enta l 
p rinc ip le  o f un ion o rgan iza tion : 
S o lid a rity  o f the w orkers  in  the 
s tru g g le  to  be tte r th e ir  standard 
o f liv in g , regard less o f race, 
n a tio n a lity  o r re lig ion  and 
w hether they  be o f one trade, 
one fa c to ry , one in d u s try  o r one 
country .

(3) A ccord ing to the com­
pany’s argum ent, i t  plans to 
grab a b igg e r share o f the m a r­
ke t by lo w e rin g  wages, and 

(Continued on page 2)

Labor Starts to Waken 
To Booby-Trap Hidden 
In Anti-"Red” Measure

By A rt Preis
The Department of Justice officially announced on 

Aug. 27 that labor unions will be the firs t target of the 
new so-called “ Communist Control”  Act. An Associated
Press dispatch reports that “the in­
Justice Department said today it 
was laying the groundwork for 
action against labor unions that 
appeared to be red-infiltrated or 
red-dominated.”

I t  d idn ’ t  take long fo r  the 
Justice D epartm ent to  find  such 
a union. . .The independent M ine, 
M il l and S m elte r W orkers  has 
been on s tr ik e  a t Kennecott 
Copper and Anaconda Copper fo r  
an e igh t-cent ho u rly  wage in ­
crease and fr in g e  benefits. A  day 
before a ten ta tive  un ra tifie d  K en­
necott agreem ent was reached, 
“ word came from  W ashington 
th a t the Justice D epartm ent was 
em bark ing on an in q u iry  in to  the 
m in e -m ill union under the Com ­
m un is t Contro l A c t o f 1854. . .”  
(N . Y . T im es, A ug . 29.)

Thus, the ad m in is tra tio n  makes 
p la in  th a t unions causing troub le  
fo r  the p ro fite e ring  B ig  Business 
corpora tions m ay be smeared and 

mashed under the new,. “ Com­
m un ist C on tro l”  law , wh ich the 
M il ita n t  warned fro m  the s ta rt is 
aim ed p r im a r ily  a t organized 
labor.

CIO  A T T A C K S  L A W
I t  is beg inn ing to penetrate 

the bureaucratic sku lls o f some 
o f the top un ion leaders th a t the 
“ Com m unist C on tro l”  A c t —  
which th e ir  libe ra l p o lit ic a l allies 

Congress spearheaded and 
voted fo r  —  is an A-bom b planted 
r ig h t  under the whole union 
movement.

The CIO News issued Aug. 30 
recalls that prior to the Demo­
cratic liberals’ addition of the 
amendment to outlaw' the Com­
munist Party, the CIO national 
executive board had called the 
original Butler bill “in effect 
government licensing of trade 
unions.” The CIO News editorial 
finds the law “dangerous to a 
free union labor movement since 
it would give the government the 
power of life and death over 
unions.”

Nevertheless, th is  ed ito ria l 
contains a mush-mouthed apology 
fo r  the Congress libe ra ls  who in ­
troduced the f irs t  law  in  A m e r­
ican h is to ry  to ou tlaw  any p o li­
t ic a l p a r ty  and who subsequently 
voted fo r  those Republican pa rts  
o f the measure d ire c tly  aimed at. 
unions, w h ich  the CIO had 
denounced. ,

The Sept. 1 Advance, organ o f 
the CIO Am algam ated C lo th ing  
W orkers, doesn’t  pretend there 
was an y th in g  good in the lib e ra l’s 
proposals o r motives. I t  describes 
as “ heinous”  the actions o f 
“ many o f the Senators and Rep­
resentatives v o tin g  fo r  i t ”  who 
‘ “ have long stood o u t as cham­
pions o f c iv il libe rties .”  A l l  the 
Am algam ated ’s leaders can say 
about the libe ra ls  is th a t “ we are 
a t a loss to  understand. . .”  They 
sum up the law  as a “ severe 
b low  a t c iv il libe rtie s .”

A F L ’S IL L U S IO N S
However, the top A F L  leaders 

are t r y in g  to  k id  themselves —  
and w’h a t is worse, k id  the 
Federa tion ’s members —  th a t th is  
law is not m eant fo r  th e ir  unions. 
The Aug. 27 A F L  New’s-Reporter 
carries the headline: “ A F L  U n its  
N o t A ffe c te d  by New A nti-R ed 
Law .”  They nourish th is  illus ion  
on the d ry  crust o f an amend­
ment by Sen. I rv in g  Ives (R , 
N. Y .) which states tha t any union 
a ffilia te d  and in  good standing 
w ith  a  “ national federa tion  . . . 
whose policies and ac tiv itie s  have 
been directed to opposing Com­
m un ist o rgan iza tions”  sha ll be 
“ presumed p rim a  facie no t to be 
a ‘C om m unis t-in filtra ted  organ iza­
tio n .’ ”

B u t le t P resident George Meany 
and his fe llo w  A F L  o ffic ia ls  
ponder the fo llo w in g  exchange 
on A ug. 12 in  the Senate over the 
ve ry  amendment by Sen. Ives th a t 
they th in k  w i l l  save th e ir  hides. 
T h is  d ialogue comes fro m  Page 

(Continued on page 4)

MYRA T. WEISS STARTS 
NAT1 SPEAKING TOUR

NEW YORK, Sept. 1 — Myra Tanner Weiss, vice- 
presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers Party in 
1952, will start next week a coast-to-coast lecture tour on 

the subject, “ The S trugg le  fo r  ®- 
Socia lism  and the 1954 E lec­
tions.”  The f irs t  m eeting w i l l  be 
held in N ew ark a t 52 M a rke t St. 
on F rid a y  n ig h t, Sept. 10.

Besides discussing the issues 
in  the curren t election cam paign, 
she w ill deal w ith  such questions 
as these: Is  w ar the on ly  a lte r­
na tive  to depression?; how the 
th rea t o f M cC a rth y ite  fascism 
m ust be com batted: the cris is  in 
U.S. fo re ign  po licy ; the s trugg le  
to  end Jim  C row ; how a Labor 
P a rty  w ill be b u ilt.

Born in Salt. Lake C ity  in 
1917, M y ra  Tanner W eiss com­
pleted her education a t the u n i­
ve rs ities  o f U ta h  and C a lifo rn ia .
B u t instead o f con tinu ing  w o rk  
in the fie ld o f chem is try , she 
became a socia lis t and has de­
voted he r energies d u rin g  the 
last. 19 years to  the cause o f 
labor, the m in o r ity  groups and 
socialism .

W ork in g  as a m ig ra to ry  w o rk ­
er herse lf, she helped organize 
the a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs  o f 
Southern C a lifo rn ia . F o r her 
courageous defense o f M exican 
im m ig ra n t w orkers , she was 
made an hono rary  m em ber o f 
the M exican a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk ­
ers union,. In  1940 she sei’ved as 
a delegate o f the F ish  Cannery 
W orkers  U n ion to  the A F I.  Cen­
tra l Labo r U n ion  in  San Pedro.
She won na tiona l prom inence in

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W EISS

1946 fo r  her exposure o f the 
arson-m urder o f fo u r  Negroes 
a t Fontana, C a lif.

Dates fo r  the f irs t  p a r t  o f the 
tou r fo llo w :

N ew ark— Sept. 10 
A llen tow n— Sept. 11 
P h ilade lph ia— Sept. 12-13 
New Y o rk— Sept. 17 
Boston— Sept. 18-19 
P ittsb u rg h — Sept. 23 
Y oungstown— .Sept. 24 
A k ro n — Sept. 25 
Cleveland— Sept. 26-27

New McCarthy Probers 
Follow the Old Routine
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Humphrey’sVoice, 
McCarthy’s Hand

By L. P. Wheeler

“ What Joe hath wrought!”  is the “ impious i f  not 
inappropriate epitaph” for the 83d Congress proposed by 
Los Angeles Times columnist Holmes Alexander.

In his A ug . 24 column, A le x -®
ander o ffe rs  persuasive a rgu- 
w ents to prove th a t “ w hether you 
like  i t  o r no t, the prim e m over" 
o f the frenzied an ti-labor, thought 
con tro l leg is la tion  o f the 83d 
Congress “ has been M cC a rth y ."

A lexander makes his po in t by 
d ra w in g  a con trast between the 
Congresses o f 1950 and 1954: 
“ Four years ago . . . there was 
the greatest weeping and gnash­
in g  o f teeth (by the libe ra ls ) you 
ever heard over the debating of 
the In te rn a l S ecu rity  (M cC ar- 
ra n ) A c t.”  A lexander c ites the 
names o f the libe ra ls  who 
denounced and voted against the 
M cOarran A c t: Graham , Green, 
K e fauver, Leahy, Lehman, and 
M urray . W hen T rum an vetoed the 
M cCarran A c t these six  Senators 
were jo ined by  five others •— 
Chavez, Douglas, H um phrey, K i l ­
gore and T a y lo r —  in  unsuc­
cessfu lly  t ry in g  to  susta in T ru  
man’s veto.

“ Now comes the measure o f 
the change-over,”  says A lexander. 
“ I f  you w an t to find  the r in g ­
leaders o f la s t week’s o rg y  o f 
hate-the-Commies and ou tlaw - 
riie -C om m unis t-P a rty , go back to 
the names ju s t cited, a ll bu t three 
o f which are s t i l l  on the  Senate 
roste r. In 1:950 these men couldn’t  
abide the reasonable and ju d ic i­
ous ( ! )  In te rn a l S ecurity A c t. In  
1954, they stampeded fo r  measure 
a fte r  measure, vote a fte r  vote, 
tha t was unreasoning and in ­
judic ious, a lthough popu la r and 
often demagogic;

“ W HO  E L S E ? ”
A lexander then asks: “ Has Mc­

C arthy been Ihc prim e cause of 
th is  change?,”  And he answers, 
“ Who else?”

Leaving aside A lexander’s praise 
fo r  the M cCarran A c t and his 
views on M cCarthy, there is  no 
denying th a t he makes a s trong  
case fo r  M cC arthy as the prim e 
mover o f the w itch  hunt in  general 
and the 83d Congress, w itch  hu n t 
m g in pa rticu la r.

A lexander argues: ‘ ‘Undoubt 
edly there have been o ther Red 
baiters, both before and a fte r  
doe came along. . . B u t t r y  and 
name one man o ther than M e 
G arthy who did more to b ring  
th is  Red conspiracy to pub lic  a t 
ten tion and keep i t  there, w illy -  
n illy ,  by hook o r crook, u n t il the 
fires o f ind igna tion  were k indled 
and ablaze. . . T h is  should be the 
answer to the je e rin g  cries o f 
‘W hat’s he ever accomplished?” ’

Th is is precisely the k ind  o f 
b low  to the solar plexus the 
libera ls  have asked fo r. Th is is 
exactly  w hat the  M cC arthy ites 
are c la im ing  and have claimed 
a ll along. They say, sure, i t  is 
the Dem ocrats and now the 
Republicans who make the fo rm a l 
moves against the “ Com m unists.”  
But on ly  a fte r  the M cC arthy ites  
“ d ig  ou t the reds”  and force the 
au thorities  to take action. F o r 
ihe  tim e being th a t’s the ro le  the 
M cC arthy ites claim  fo r  themselves 
—  watchdogs o f the na tion 's  
security.

W H E R E  ‘C R E D IT ’ GOES
There in lies the irony o f the 

events o f the last week o f the 
13d Congress. The Dem ocratic 
libe ra ls  w ill not get one bit o f 
cred it fo r  th e ir super-w itch hu n t­
in g  measures. The “ c re d it”  w il l a ll 
go to M cC arthy. And the Demo 
crats w ill not a lte r the m a tte r 
one b it  by bemoaning the in ­
jus tice  o f it  a ll. The M cC arthy ites 
w ill reap the benefits o f every 
b it o f w itch hun ting  the libe ra ls  
engage in, and a ll the libe ra ls  
can buy by th e ir maneuver to 
o n tfla n k  the ch ie f w itch  hunter 
is another s w ift  k ick  in the teeth.

I t  is no t on ly the Democrats 
who cannot ge t M cC arthy o f f  
th e ir  backs no m a tte r how much 
they emulate him . The Repub­
licans also have a considerable 
problem along these lines. And 
they respond ve ry  much the same 
w ay the Democrats do. B row ne ll

...H o w  to Reply 
On Wage Cuts

ism  is essentia lly  the m an ifes ta ­
tion o f M cC a rth y ite  pressure on 
the E isenhower adm in is tra tion .

A ll o f the Brownell-E 'isenhower 
measures (to  deeftizentze na tive- 
born Am ericans, emasculate the 
F if th  Am endm ent, license the 
unions, etc.) pursued a dual goal 
—  to step up the w a r prepara­
tions by stepp ing up the domestic 
w itch  hunt, and to do i t  so qu ick ly  
so ru th less ly , so sweeping ly, as 
to leave M cC arthy w ith o u t any 
ground to  stand on. In  other 
words, take over his program , do 
i t  f irs t,  do i t  be tte r, and M c­
C a rthy  w il l  fade away.

B u t it 's  not go ing to  happen 
th a t way. The N a tion a l Issues 
Com m ittee, w h ich  was behind the 
censure reso lu tion  o f Sen. F land ­
ers (R -V t.) ,  says in the A ug . 1C 
Issue: “ Senator M cC arthy is 
prepared to take the offensive 
again w ith in  the next few  weeks. 
H is a ttack w ill be aimed p r im a r ily  
aga inst the E isenhower ad­
m in is tra tio n  —  fo r  ‘softness’ 
coward B r ita in  and o ther a llies 
in  th e ir  dealings w ith  com m unist 
countries, and fo r  ‘coddling’ com­
m unists .in defense p lan ts .”

T h is  is e n tire ly  in  harm ony w ith  
the m ethod M cC arthy has p u r­
sued up to now. The fa c t is tha t 
ne ithe r the E isenhower Repub­
licans nor the libe ra l Democrats 
can understand how M cC arthy 
does it .  They cannot understand 
tha t M cC arthy is bu ild in g  a mass 
fasc is t movement. W ith  the 
m ob iliza tion  o f an in it ia l mass 
force behind him , M cC arthy m ust 
a t a ll costs m a in ta in  h is inde­
pendence fro m  the o ffic ia l w itch  
hun te rs  and a t the same tim e  he 
is able to  do so because o f th is  
independent mass fasc is t base.

PRO BLEM  W E  F A C E
There are three m ain tendencies 

in Am erican cap ita lis t po litics, 
the Eisenhower Republicans, the 
libe ra l Dem ocrats, and the Mc­
C a rth y ite  fascists. I f  the re la tions 
between these three forces are 
le f t  to  w o rk  themselves out ac­
cord ing to the logic o f a po litica l 
s itua tion  dom inated by B ig  B us i­
ness, then wc w ill su re ly  get: the 
fo llo w in g  resu lt: The w itch  hu n t­
ing sp ira l w ill continue. M cCarthy 
w ill continue to set the pace and 
complete each round in a more 
favored position.

And th a t’s jus t the problem 
before the w o rk ing  class o f A m er­
ica: Shall m atters be le f t  in  the 
hands o f the cap ita lis t po litic ians? 
Shall the country be allowed to 
d r if t  toward a police state and 
a fascist v ic to ry?  O r sha ll labor 
enter the p o litica l arena, in its  
own name, and w ith  its  own inde­
pendent class aims, and qu ick ly  
ro u t (he fascists and police 
staters?

By Joseph Keller | to claimants
W ith  the Novem ber elections benefits, 

not fa r  o f f  and con tro l o f Con­
gress a t stake, the Republican 
ad m in is tra tion  can be expected 
to p itch  the voters some o f its  
tr ic k ie s t curves on the economic 
s itua tion . Secretary o f Labor 
James I ’ . M itche ll, fo r  instance, 
on A ug. 27 issued the statem ent 
th a t unem ploym ent has been 
show ing “ seasonal im provem ent.”
T h is  is based on figures fo r  un­
em ployment compensation com­
piled by Ihe Bureau o f E m ploy­
ment S ecurity o f M itche ll's  de­
partm ent.

D u ring  the week ending A ug.
14, the num ber o f persons re ­
ce iv ing  unem ploym ent paym ents 
fe ll by 34,000 to 1,716,200. Th is 
is nearly  900,000 more than the 
822,100 d raw ing  compensation on 
A ug . 15, 1953, b u t a lm ost 500,- 
000 less than the 1954 peak f ig ­
ure o f 2,213,100, reported on 
Feb. 27.

People no t acquainted w ith  
the mechanics o f the unem ploy­
m ent compensation system m ig h t 
be led by M itc h e ll’s figures to 
assume th a t  em ploym ent in fa c ­
tories has been r is in g  whereas 
the opposite is true .

exhausting th e ir

Just how- b ig  has th is  la tte r  
fa c to r been? M itche ll seemed to 
have lost h is notes on th is  very  
pe rtine n t question. The CIO 
Com m ittee on Economic Policy, 
however, has taken the troub le 
to get. the in fo rm a tion .

The CIO  com m ittee reported 
on A ug. 14 (hat du ring  the per­
iod when M itche ll c la im s benefit 
paym ents declined “ alm ost 500,- 
000”  the num ber o f workers 
dropped f r o m  unemployment 
compensation ro lls  because they 
had exhausted th e ir  to ta l bene­
f it  was more than 800,000.

T h is  decline in paym ents, in  
o ther words, is a serious ind ica ­
tion  o f the  inadequacy o f un­
em ploym ent compensation as 
pro tection d u rin g  prolonged pe r­
iods o f joblessness.

E X H A U S T  B E N E F IT S
M itc h e ll claimed the decline 

in unem ploym ent compensation 
cases was la rg e ly  due to  “ im ­
proved job  opportun ities .”  B ut, 
he re lu c ta n tly  conceded, some o f 
the decline has been due s im p ly

SOM E E X A M P L E S
Back on M ay 30 H e rb e rt Ko- 

shetz, au tho r o f “ The M erchant’s 
P o in t o f  V iew ”  column in the 
N .Y . T im es, had noted th is  s ig ­
n ifica n t fa c t:  “ F igures on un ­
em ploym ent insurance, however, 
m ust be exam ined ca re fu lly  be­
cause in some instances the de­
clines are the resu lt o f benefit 
r ig h ts  becoming exhausted, as 
is the case in M ich igan .”

D e tro it ’s w e lfa re  departm ent, 
as reported in  the A ug. 19 
M ich igan CIO News, revealed; 
th a t thousands o f w orkers . in 
th a t key auto c ity  have exhaust­

ed th e ir  s ta le  unem ploym ent 
compensation benefits and are 
app ly ing  fo r  m iserable c ity  re ­
lie f  handouts. M ich igan compen­
sation benefits extend fo r  26 
weeks; some sta les pay benefits 
fo r  as l i t t le  as e igh t to 13 
weeks. M oreover, the M ich igan 
E m ploym ent S ecu rity  Com m is­
sion has predicted tha t one- 
fou rth  o f a ll auto w orkers  in 
the state w ill be unemployed in 
September and October.

M ich igan is no t exceptional. 
New Y ork  C ity ’s W e lfa re  Com­
m issioner H enry  L. M cC arthy 
said, in an o ff ic ia l repo rt issued 
A ug . 26, th a t the c ity ’s re lie f 
load rose another 2,185 persons 
in Ju ly , m aking  a to ta l e igh t- 
m onth rise o f 22,442. The num ­
ber on the c ity ’s public assist­
ance ro lls  has reached the to ta l 
o f 268,776. W e lfa re  Com m ission­
er M cC arthy stressed tha t “ the 
large num ber o f persons c u r­
re n tly  exhausting unem ploym ent 
insurance benefits is a cause fo r 
a la rm .”

FA C TS  C O N T R A D IC T  T H E M
Last w in te r E isenhower pre­

dicted th a t the economic decline 
would be ended by M arch. A  
few  weeks ago he cla im ed th a t 
the decline ac tu a lly  had been 
“ ha lted”  in June. Y e t m ost o f 
the im p o rta n t industries  show 
deeper drops du rin g  the past 
tw o months.

In  steel, J u ly  and A ugust 
“ were, s ta t is t ic a lly  speaking,

poor months. A u g u s t opera ting  
rates w il l  probably represent low 
po in ts fo r  the year,”  reports  the 
Aug. 30 N .Y . Times. P roduction 
o f 7 out o f 18 passenger auto 
makes was com plete ly cu rta iled  
in the week o f A ug . 30 and 
“ when General M otors and Ford 
en ter model sw itchovers in Sep 
te inbe r and October, in dus try  
to ta ls  w ill tum ble fu r th e r .” 
(W a ll S tree t Jou rna l, A ug . 30.)

You can take a t random a l­
most any m a n u fac tu ring  indus­
t r y  and find a s im ila r s itua tion . 
The 'N a tiona l M achine Tool 
B u ilders Assn, said on A ug. 26 
its  members’ business du rin g  
J u ly  was the w 'orst since before 
the Korean W ar began in June 
1950. The cotton sp inn ing in 
dus try , according to the Census 
Bureau, operated a t 102.4% o f 
capac ity  in  J u ly  compared to 
122.8% in June and 110.9% in  
J u ly , 1953.

F re igh t car loadings have con­
tinued th e ir  steady decline since 
last September and fo r  the week 
ending A ug. 21 they were 17% 
below the corresponding 1953 
dale and 18.7% few er than the 
1952 week. The New Y o rk  Cen 
tra l R a ilroad announced on A ug 
25 tha t i t  is c u ttin g  personnel 
“ in ju s t about every depart 
ment.”  R ig h t in  the heat o f the 
year, M ilw aukee ’s la rg e r brew­
eries cu l em ploym ent to 25% 
below norm al. These are scarcely 
signs o f (he economic “ s ta b ility  
E isenhower boasts.

Police and strikers clash outside a melal factory in Munich, 
Germany, following a walkout of 220,000 Bavarian workers seek­
ing wage increases. The fighting started when police tried to 
escort scabs into the plant. Nine persons were injured in this 
dispute. Full strike figures from all parts of Germany have been 
blacked-out in the U.S.
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By Harry Ring
“ I have no fa ith  in e ithe r the 

Republican o r Dem ocratic par 
ties,”  says Haroldson L. H un t 
o f Dallas, Texas.

H u n t is the m ost pow erfu l o f 
the group o f Texas oilm en who 
h it  the headlines when i t  was 
revealed th a t they were th ro w ­
in g  th e ir  w e igh t behind A n te d  
ca’s would-be H itle r ,  Senator 
Joseph M cC arthy.

A s  the po litica l s p o tlig h t re ­
m ains focused on M cC arthy more 
lig h t is  being th row n  on H un t 
and . h is Texas associates. The 
coun try  was impressed a year 
ago when i t  was reported th a t 
H unt was tvo rth  $200-m illion. I t  
is now reported th a t th is  was a 
gross underestim ation.

Accord ing to  an A ug . 8 U n ited  
Press a rtic le  by  Preston Mc- 
G raw, H u n t’s fo rtu n e  is  ju s t ten 
tim es th a t am ount. M cG raw  es­
tim ates th a t he is  w o rth  around 
82-b illion, e n t it lin g  h im  to the 
rank o f “ richest man in the 
w orld .”

A pub lic ity -shy  “ fa m ily  man,”  
Hunt, is  said to liv e  qu ie tly  in 
a home described as a rep lica o f 
M ount Vernon, the on ly d if fe r ­
ence being th a t i t  is five tim es 
the size o f the o rig in a l. H is 
name firs t came in to  the na tiona l 
headlines when he associated 
h im se lf w ith  the u ltra -re a c tio n ­
ary  M a c A rth u r - fo r  - President, 
movement.

H is s taggering  w ea lth  flow s 
fro m  ownership o r contro l o f 
enormous o il reserves in  13 
states and tw o  Canadian p ro v ­
inces. The H unt O il Co. is con­
sidered the la rge s t independent 
o il producer in the country.

Recently H u n t expressed “ high 
rega rd ”  fo r  the fasc is t Senator 
from  W isconsin, b u t asserted he 
would support E isenhower fo r  a

second te rm . W h ile  H u n t may 
feel th a t h is boy isn ’t  ready to 
contest as -yet fo r  the W hite  
House, he isn ’ t  m iss ing any 
tr ic k s  th a t w ill help make him  
ready. H u n t’s personal “ founda­
tio n ,”  iFacts F orum , pumps pro- 
M cC arthy  propaganda over a 
ne tw ork  o f some 500 rad io and 
80 T V  stations.

N O T  A L O N E
W hile  Texans p u t H u n t in to  

a specia lly created category o f 
“ j i l l io n a ire ,”  he is by no means 
w ith o u t re la tive  peers among 
the M cC arthy ite  o il barons.

We haven’t  seen a precise es­
tim a te  o f the w ea lth  o f C lin t 
M urchison, the o il k in g  who has 
M cC arthy as a house guest a t 
his p a la tia l Mexican ranch and 
C a lifo rn ia  ocean reso rt hotel. 
B u t there  are ind ica tions o f  the 
scope o f his financia l power. He 
is the sole owner o f 23 compan­
ies whose products range fro m  
chemicals to  candy. He is re ­
ported to have a co n tro llin g  in 
te res t in an unnamed N ew  Y ork  
pub lish ing  house as w e ll as 
several banks and an o ffice  
equipm ent company.

I t  was M urch ison, in  combina 
tion  w ith  Sid R ichardson, who 
la id the cash on the line  th a t 
enabled Robert B. Y oung to 
w res t con tro l o f the Centra l 
R a ilroad fro m  the M organ-V an- 
d e rb ilt in te rests. The two Texans 
pu t up close to $20-m il!ion to 
sw ing  th a t deal.

R ichardson is rep o rted ly  sec­
ond in  the U.S. on ly  to  H u n t in 
personal wealth . H is  o il reserves 
are said to be as g rea t o r even 
g rea te r than H u n t’s.

Hugh Cullen o f Houston, Tex­
as, is another enthusiastic  con­
t r ib u to r  to M cC arthy ’s fasc is t 
cause. Some conception o f the 
size o f his fo rtu n e  is gleaned 
fro m  the fa c t th a t he has been 
in a position to con tribu te  an

estim ated $100-m iilion to v a r i­
ous educational and charitab le  
in s titu tion s .

HO W  T H E Y  G E T  IT
C o n tra ry  to the  general trend 

o f U.S. cap ita lism , which since 
W orld  W a r I  has been produc­
in g  few e r and few e r m illio n ­
aires, m ost o f the o il k ings have 
amassed th e ir  incred ib le  fo rtunes 
since the 1930’s. H u n t is o ften  
po rtra yed  as the H o ra tio  A lg e r 
o f Texas. He attended on ly 
grade school and in  h is you th  
worked as a ranch hand and 
lum berjack. He is  said to  have 
made h is f irs t  o il s tr ik e  on the 
tra d itio n a l “ borrowed $50.”

However, Labo r’s D a ily , which 
is seriously concerned w ith  the 
s in is te r social and p o litica l pow­
er wielded by these men, gives 
a m ore rounded exp lanation of 
how they made good in  such 
spectacular fashion.

“ The o il m illio n a ire  o f today 
is (he product o f ta x  leg is la tion  
passed by our elected represen 
ta tives in  Congress,”  i t  expla ins. 
Federal ta x  laws give the o il 
men a “ depletion allowance”  oh 
th e ir  o il reserves th a t perm its 
them to pocket 27V i%  o f th e ir 
gross income before paying any 
taxes.

A n  example o f how th is  works 
is the o il company w ith  a gross 
income o f over $19-m illion, which 
wound up pa y in g  taxes on only 
$2% -m ilIion  a fte r  com puting its  
“ depletion:”

T h is  money, La bo r’s D a ily  
warns, “ has elected m any can­
didates fo r  public o ffic e — defeat­
ed others. T h e ir backing has pu t 
m illio ns  o f do lla rs  o f p rogram s 
on rad io  and TV ; designed fo r  
in flue nc in g  the th in k in g  o f the 
Am erican people.”

H it le r  would have given his 
r ig h t  a rm  to  have sta rted  out 
w ith  th a t k ind  o f power behind 
h im .

(Continued from  page 1)
Theodore Lew is, had been c h a ir­
man o f the W orkers A ga in s t 
D isc rim in a tion , a com m ittee 
which P a rtr id g e  had worked 
w ith  in  W ilm ing ton , Ohio, a few  
years ago to successfully e lim ­
inate segregation in the schools 
there.

M is . C u rtis  is he rse lf an in ­
sp ir in g  example o f a new type 
o f leadership in the Negro com­
m un ity . A  .worker in  one o f the 
local fac tories , she was born 
and raised in the nearby com­
m un ity  o f Samantha, and w ent 
to m ixed schools there and in 
Leesburg, Ohio.

Together w ith  fo u r  o ther mem­
bers o f her com m ittee, she m et 
w ith  the school board A ug . 9 to 
present a pe titio n  ca llin g  fo r  
im m ediate in te g ra tion . Asked 
w hether addition o f another 
teacher a t L inco ln  would sa tis fy  
them, she said: “ No. The whole 
setup is w rong  and w ill have to 
go.”

In  a healed session, the c h a ir­
man o f (he board, who did most 
o f the ta lk in g , claimed th a t tw o- 
th irds  o f the whites “ would be 
down on our necks”  i f  the board 
sent any w h ite  children to L in ­
coln, and tha t the parenls would 
put th e  w h ite  ch ildren up (o 
f ig h t the colored ch ildren i f  any 
were adm itted to Ihe whit*; 
schools.

IM P L IE D  T H R E A T
When one o f the parents p ro ­

tested th a t she though t “ there 
are some w h ite  C hris tians in the 
com m un ity ,”  a m em ber o f the 
board said he knew one w h ite  
man who said he would “ take 
some dynam ite  and blow the 
church o f f  the school g round.”  
T h is  im plied th re a t o f violence, 
M rs. C u rtis  expla ined, re fe rred  
to  the aim some w h ites have 
long held o f rem oving the co l­
ored W esleyan M ethodist Church 
(erected 1874) w h ich ad jo ins 
the p ro pe rty  o f one o f the w h ite  
schools and w h ich  the congrega 
tion  has refused to g ive  up 
C a lling  the  p ro p e rty  “ school 
ground”  is on ly w is h fu l th in k in g  
by those who w an t to  app rop ri 
a te  it .

I t  w ill be in te res tin g  to see, 
colored residents say, whether 
the law -ab id ing  school board 
members who condemn arson by 
P a rtr id g e  w ill report the person 
th rea ten ing  arson against the 
colored church to police.

“ A t  one po in t the board cha ir­
man to ld me I ’m too rad ica l,”  
M rs. C u rtis  said, “ bu t I figu re  
i t  doesn’t  h u r t me to be called 
som eth ing I  don’t  know  any 
th in g  about.”

N e ithe r M rs. C u rtis  no r the 
o ther young m others and fa the rs  
determ ined to  w in  equal oppor­
tu n itie s  fo r  th e ir  ch ildren are 
the least b i t  in fluenced by e ithe r 
the th rea ts  or the prom ises o f 
the school board, o r the cow ard­
ice and selfishness o f a few 
Uncle Toms in the colored com­
m un ity  who fe a r they w i l l  lose 
th e ir  p e tty  priv ileges  by an tag ­
o n iz in g  the w h ite  supremacists.

“ We have about 300 names on 
ou r pe titio n  now,”  M rs. C u rtis  
said, “ and we haven’t  ta lked to  
h a lf  the people yet. W e are re ­
o rgan iz ing  our old N A A C P  
branch so we can have a more 
perm anent body to  f ig h t our 
battles, and we are no t go ing  to 
le t o u r ch ildren go back to a 
segregated school.”

A  v is it  to H illsbo ro  la s t week

and in te rv iew s w ith  both colored 
and w h ite  residents th rew  lig h t  
on the com m unity  se ttin g  and 
some o f the p rinc ipa l characters 
in  the dram a w h ich  w ill open 
A c t I I  in September.

BIGOTRY PERSISTS
The tow n ’s ch ie f c la im  to  fam e 

is th a t i t  was one o f the  ea rly  
centers o f the temperance move­
ment. Today the tra d itio n  o f 
narrow-m indedness and b ig o try  
in th is  5,000 member county seat 
is expressed in the absence o f 
unions and the presence o f J im  
Crow conditions long gone from  
other towns in H igh land  County.

There is not a single restau­
ran t th a t serves H ills b o ro ’s more 
than 700 colored residents. Chak- 
e r’s Colony Theatre on M ain 
S tree t seats a ll Negroes in  a 
segregated section on the r ig h t  
side, and opened its  doors to 
them on ly a fte r  “ race r io ts ”  in 
Xenia, Ohio in  1948. O nly one 
Negro has served on the ju ry  
in H illsbo ro  in the past 11 years, 
colored citizens rep o rt, and the 
f irs t colored nurse’s aide has re ­
cen tly  been h ired a t the county 
hospita l located there.

The Hercules pants fa c to ry  
was compelled to  h ire  its  f irs t  
Negro employees several years 
ago by action o f the local chap­
te r o f the N A A C P , b u t today 
on ly  one w o rke r ou t o f m ore 
than 100 is  colored. S im ila r ly , a 
new fa c to ry  m aking  e lectrica l 
switches, the A kro  M an u fac tu r­
in g  Co., has h ired on ly  one 
Negro among its  300 employees, 
a lthough m any have applied.

A ga inst th is  background M rs. 
C u rtis  last year tr ied  unsuccess­
fu lly  to  secure im provem ents in  
Ihe conditions o f the colored 
ch ild ren : be tte r heating in the 
w in te r, be tte r equipm ent, more 
teachers lo  take the im possible 
load o f 72 ch ildren in  s ix grades 
o f f  the tw o women hand ling it, 
im proved standards to properly  
equip the youngsters fo r  adm is­
sion to ju n io r  h igh school.

Despite several a ttem p ts  to 
hold m eetings o f the P T A  w ith  
school o ff ic ia ls , 'Mrs. C u rtis  m et 
w ith  excuses, s ta lls  and a lib is , 
but no cooperation.

CO URT D E C IS IO N
The U.S. Supreme C ourt de­

cision th a t segregation in  pub lic  
schools is uncons titu tiona l, fo l 
lowed by a sta tem ent to the 
press by Paul L . U pp, superin­
tendent o f schools, th a t H ills ­
boro schools are not segregated, 
roused the ind igna tion  o f colored 
parents.

M eanwhile P a rtr id g e  was also 
outraged by the  con tinuation  o f 
J im  Crow schools, b u t in  H ills ­
boro the in v is ib le  w a ll th a t d i­
vides colored people from  w h ite  
is so e ffec tive  th a t the re  was no 
contact between P a rtr id g e  and 
like-m inded persons in the co l­
ored com m unity.

So, on J u ly  5 th is  man, who is 
described by those who know 
him  as “ the kindest, gentlest, 
most considerate person”  and 
one “ concerned on ly fo r  the w e l­
fa re  o f his fe llow  man,”  appar­
e n tly  decided to act on his own 
respons ib ility . C onsu lting no one 
in  order no t to im p lica te  anyone 
but h im self, he set fire  to  the 
bu ild ing  which had previously 
been condemned as u n fit fo r  
school use, then v o lu n ta r ily  to ld 
police o f his action so innocent 
colored people would not be 
blamed.

(Continued from  page 1)
w ha t is more im portan t, increas­
in g  p ro d u c tiv ity  w ith o u t ra is in g  
wages. Now, w hat does increas­
in g  p ro d u c tiv ity  mean ? Here is 
what Paul G. H o ffm an , pres i­
dent o f Studebaker, said it  
means: “ M ore w ork fo r  less 
m oney.”  P ut out the same job 
w ith  less labor. In  o ther words, 
e lim ina te  workers, e lim ina te  jobs.

So, even when we give Ihe 
company and union argum ents 
the best possible in te rp re ta tion , 
it is seen that the course of 
action suggested by them o ffe rs  
no solution to unem ploym ent in 
any p a rticu la r p lant and can 
on ly aggravate unemployment 
gene ra lly !

How do these argum ents jibe  
w ith  the tra d itio n a l and even 
o ff ic ia l union argum ents on such 
questions ?

In  Ju ly , the CIO executive 
hoard headed by  Reuther stated 
th a t "w age increases and in ­
creased personal income tax  ex­
em ptions o ffe r  the qu ickest and 
m ost d ire c t way o f supporting  
the sagging economy.”

The A F L  executive council a t 
its  q u a rte rly  session in  August 
said, “ There is a ve ry  rea l prob 
lem o f underem ploym ent. The 
answer is a p rogram  o f h igher 
wages to increase purchasing 
power. T h is  should be the com­
mon goal o f a ll labor.”

O ff ic ia l po licy statem ents by 
Reuther and the U A W  pub lica ­
tions lo  the e ffe c t th a t an in ­
crease in purchasing power fo r 
the w orkers is necessary to solve 
the economic cris is  o f the coun- 
I ry  have been so frequ en t and 
common th a t i t  is no t necessary 
to repeat them  here.

O f course, any union m ilita n t 
who has ever pa rtic ipa ted  in the 
organ iza tion  o f a union o r in 
negotiations, recognizes the S tu ­
debaker u ltim a tum s fo r  w hat 
they are, company argum ents as 
old as w o rke rs ’ demands fo r  de­
cent' conditions. And th a t the 
tra d itio n a l union approach to 
d iffe rences in wages o r condi 
tions is to raise the lowest, not 
to cu t the highest.

F o t w hatever reasons, the 
Reuther bureaucracy has chosen 
to fo rg e t the tra d itio n a l union 
position, and th e ir  own o ffic ia l 
statem ents in th is  p a rtic u la r in ­
stance.

They may rep ly  (though  so 
fa r  they have issued no s ta te ­
ments whatever on th is  m a tte r) 
th a t the action at S tudebaker is 
an exceptional case, g ra n tin g  re ­
lie f  fo r  a tem porary  period to a 
company w ith  which it  has had 
good re la tions in the past, in  
order to keep them in  business 
u n til the general s itua tion  im ­
proves.

B u t i t  is a lready clear tha t 
th is  action is go ing  to have only 
an adverse e ffec t on the general 
s itua tion . As fo r  th is  being an 
exceptional case, the da ily  news­
papers in D e tro it, who speak fo r  
the employers, don’t  t re a t i t  as 
such. F o r tw o weeks a fte r  the 
f irs t  announcement o f the p ro ­
posed wage cuts the press car­
ried on a cam paign o f pra ise fo r  
th is  k ind  o f  “ labor statesm an­
sh ip .”  They repeatedly stated 
th a t now a company could get 
cuts fro m  its  w orkers i f  i t  need­
ed them.

The day a fte r  the  new Stude­
baker con tract was accepted, the 
three lead ing papers in  D e tro it 
began th e ir  fro n t page artic les  
on the event w ith  the sta tem ent 
th a t a precedent had been es­
tablished w hich could be used 
by o ther corpora tions in the 
fu tu re . T ha t is the w ay the 
mouthpieces fo r  business in te r ­
ests v iew  the question. T h a t is 
the w ay they are t r y in g  to  mold 
public op in ion to v iew  i t  also.

F ive  days a fte r  the Studebaker 
con tract was accepted, the A m e r­
ican M otors Corp. in  Kenosha, 
Wise, asked fo r  contract changes 
in sen io rity  r ig h ts , w o rk  s tan­
dards, lost tim e, grievance p ro ­
cedure and shop representation. 
They said -that increased p ro ­
d u c tiv ity  to im prove th e ir  com­
pe titive  position w ith  the big  
three was necessary. The o ff i­
cia ls o f U A W  Local 72 said “ we 
w ill probably make concessions.”  

The same day, i t  was reported 
in  the. papers th a t Stephen A. 
G ira rd , v ice-pres ident o f the 
K aiser M otors corpora tion , would 
seek the “ cooperation o f the 
U .AW -CIO  to  low er labor costs 
by fu r th e r  wage cuts and im ­
proved p ro d u c tiv ity .”  He said, 
“ Everyone in Toledo has coop­

erated trem endously. We have 
received exce llent consideration 
fro m  the union and the Toledo 
Economic Developm ent C om m it­
tee. We are confident i t  w i l l  
continue tha t w ay.”

The Ford  M oto r Com pany o f 
Canada, which is now n e g o tia t­
ing  a new con tract w ith  the  
union, has announced th a t i t  
cannot g ra n t any im provem ents 
because i t  would place them  “ in  
a poor com petitive  position .”  
T h is  announcement fo llow ed by 
two weeks the action  a t Stude­
baker.

I t  is obvious th a t w hethe r 
Reuther meant i t  th a t w ay o r 
not, th is  action is go ing  to  be 
used as' a precedent by the auto 
corpora tions and B ig  Business 
in general to d rive  down wages 
and w o rk in g  conditions.

O f course, com pany a ttem p ts  
o f th is  k ind  are no th in g  new. 
W hat is new is th a t no t a s ingle 
voice in the leadership o f the 
labor movement has been ra ised 
aga inst these deals which are 
absolute ly con tra ry  to  a ll un ion 
tra d itio n  and even to the o ffic ia l 
position o f the s ilen t labo r lead­
ers.

R euther runs a ll over the 
cou n try  m aking  p re tty  speeches 
about so lv ing  the c ris is  and c u r­
in g  the slum p by increas ing  p u r­
chasing power. B u t when he is 
confronted w ith  an u ltim a tu m  
by a company, he cap itu la tes 
com plete ly and a llow s purchas­
in g  power to be lowered w ith o u t 
the s lig h te s t show o f a fig h t.

R euther and Co. are ove rly  
fond o f s lapp ing receiverships 
on local unions w h ich  a lleged ly 
take actions c o n tra ry  to  in te r ­
na tiona l po licy. A  m ore f la g ra n t 
v io la tion  o f in te rn a tio n a l po licy  
than these g ive-aw ay deals to 
the companies has never before 
been seen. I f  ever the s trong  
hand o f an in te rn a tio n a l un ion 
w ith  the long te rm  (and im m ed­
ia te ) in te rests o f the w orkers  a t 
heart was called fo r ,  th is  is  it .

B ut we can expect no censure 
by the present “ labo r sta tes­
men”  o f the po licy  o f accepting 
Studebaker-type wage cuts. On 
the con tra ry , i t  is  carried  on by  
th e ir  advice.

W H A T  W E  F A C E
W hat is re a lly  involved is  th is : 

The labo r m ovem ent in A m erica  
is fac ing the fig h t o f its  life .  
We face a hostile  governm ent, 
openly operated by B ig  Business. 
A  host o f laws a re  on the books 
now, wh ich, i f  f u l ly  enforced, 
would mean the end o f o rg an iz ­
ed labo r in A m erica ; and B ig  
Business tjntends to enforce them . 
A n  a rm y  o f unemployed, fro m  
which B ig  Business hopes to  re ­
c ru it  its  p icke tline  crossers, is 
g ro w in g  by leaps and bounds. 
A na tive  fasc is t m ovem ent led 
by M cC arthy  is be ing groom ed 
fo r  the  d irec t a ttack.

The opening round o f th is  b a t­
tle  has begun w ith  the th re a t of 
these companies to  shut down 
unless they get w hat they w ant. 
And w hat do the w orkers have 
from  th e ir  leaders as a plan of 
defense? R e trea t! C a p itu la te ! 
F a ll down on your knees and 
beg the company fo r  fo rg iv e ­
ness. Take the wage c,ut. Take 
the speedup. A nd get ready to 
take more o f the same.

W hat are we go ing to say to  
the m illio ns  o f unorganized 
w orkers in the South and W est, 
who look to organized la bo r fo r  
help and whose aid we w il l  need 
in the now opening b a ttle — “ Join 
a union and take a wage c u t? ”  
No! We m ust o f fe r  an a ttra c tiv e  
and p ractica l p rog ram  o f ac tion  
to defend the in te rests  o f the  
masses o f the people in  th is  
cou n try :

(1 ) M a in ta in  union standards! 
Raise the conditions o f the lo w ­
est to  the level o f the h ighest. 
R A IS E  T H E  W A G E S  O F T H E  
B IG  T H R E E !

(2 ) IN D U S T R Y -W ID E  B A R ­
G A IN IN G ! To fa c il ita te  u n ifo rm  
h igh  conditions. The po licy  o f 
“ one a t a tim e ”  is now be ing 
used against the unions.

(3) Raise wages and low er 
hours in  d irec t p ropo rtion  to  in ­
creases in p ro d u c tiv ity , A u to m a­
tion  e lim inates jobs, i t  should 
e lim ina te  hours. 30 HO UR S 
W O R K FOR 40 HO URS P A Y I

(4 ) A  CONGRESS O F L A ­
BOR! to  solve the economic c r i­
sis o f the coun try  w ith o u t w ar. 
I f  the auto barons can’t  ru n  the 
plants and m a in ta in  union con­
d itions in peacetime, the w orkers  
can!
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Defend ALL Unions Under Attack
Organized labor was bitterly opposed to the 

Butler b ill before it became part of the ' ‘Com­
munist Control Act of 1954." The liberals, 
who were supposed to be representing labor’s 
political interests in Congress, also opposed the 
Butler bill. Then the liberals made their about- 
face, introduced their measure to outlaw the 
Communist Party, accepted the Butler b ill as 
part of this measure, and turned the unions 
over to the mercy of the Subversive Activities 
Control Board.

The labor officials reacted at first with a 
stunned silence. Now they are recovering their 
tongues and saying a few words. But what 
are they saying and what are they doing? It 
•is all well and good for them to express alarm 
at the anti-union intent of the act. But is that 
enough ?

Instead o f denouncing the liberals for 
cynically defaulting on their promises to labor, 
the union officials are covering up the Demo­
cratic Party’s role.

Instead o f drawing the most important lesson 
front the liberal sellout and reorienting labor’s 
political policy toward an independent Labor 
Party, the officials are once again booming it 
up for the Democratic Party.

Instead of declaring in no uncertain terms 
that labor w ill not tolerate the application of 
the union-busting measure against a single 
union in the United States, the officials are 
‘ looking the other way”  while the Department 
of Justice singles out such unions as the Mine, 
M ill and Smelter Workers fo r immediate 
attack.

Why the Mine, M ill and Smelter workers? 
Because, first of all, this union is in a battle 
with the bosses. Secondly, it  was the victim 
c f the CIO bureaucrats’ witch hunt and was 
expelled from the CIO. Therefore Brownell be­
lieves that such a union can be attacked under 
the new law without any interference from the 
labor officials. He has reason to believe they 
<Vill stand by with folded hands and hope 
they won’t be next.

But that’s just it. They w ill be next. The 
crushing of independent unions today w ill only 
prepare the way and make easier the crushing 
o f AFL. and CIO u'nions tomorrow. The rank 
and file must not go along with this stupid 
and treacherous policy. Every union member 
in the country must demand the support of 
any union attacked under the new law.

T H E  M I L I T A N T Page Three

Why French Assembly
Blocked Wall St.’s EDC

Swallowing a Camel
As pretty nearly everyone expected and as 

the M ilitant predicted all along in the course 
of the televised Army-McCarthy probe, the 
final reports of the Senate subcommittee mem­
bers who conducted the 36-day hearings deal 
more or less mild slaps on the wrists to the 
principals involved. There were two main 
reports, a m ajority and minority, divided on 
exact political party lines.

The four Republicans shook a m ild ly  reprov­
ing finger at fascist Senator McCarthy for 
"perm itting”  his aide Roy Cohn to use “ undue" 
pressure to get preferential treatment for Mc­
Carthy's other aide Schine who was drafted 
into the Army. They also waved an admonitory 
finger at Secretary of the Army Stevens for 
"placation” of McCarthy. Cohn and Schine.

The three Democrats used stronger wording 
but found essentially the same criticism of 
both McCarthy and Stevens. They added, how­
ever. reference to McCarthy’s use o f “ con­
fidential" and “ secret” matter taken front Arm y 
files and wondered whether this were not sub­
ject to investigation under the espionage laws.

But neither the two main reports, nor sup­
plementary reports by Senators Potter and 
Dirksen, give the slightest indication of the real 
•issues involved in the dispute between the Wis­

consin Senator and the Army and the most 
ominous facts brought to light in the hearings. 
The whole thing is treated merely as a matter 
of the use of political influence to gain favors 
for friends —  a common everyday occurrence 
in all departments o f capitalist government. 
There is scarcely a Senator or Representative 
01 administration official who is not guilty of 
the same practice. I t  is considered part o f the 
standard spoils of office.

But what of the much more sinister revela­
tions in the hearings —  McCarthy’s freely ad­
mitted, even boasted of, disclosure that he has 
his own cells of secret agents inside the Army 
and other government agencies who respond tc 
his orders? What o f the fact, which Sen. 
Flanders sought to warn about, o f the aim of 
McCarthy to build himself a fascist mass move­
ment and make himself the American Hitler? 
Every word and gesture, every maneuver of 
McCarthy in the televised hearings was design­
ed as demagogic appeal to the fascist elements. 
And what of the forged documents and faked 
photos which McCarthy used as i f  to show in 
advance the methods he would employ to frame 
up his opponents should he become dictator? 
It can surely be said of all the probe reports 
that they strained at a gnat and swallowed a 
camel.

Stalinists Apologize  
For Liberal Treachery

By Daniel Roberts
The defeat o f the Europea’n 

Defense C om m unity trea ty  by 
the ‘French N a tiona l Assembly 
is a check on the w a r d rive  o f 
the U.S. governm ent and a new 
step taken by French im p e ria l­
ism towards a ttem p ting  a deul 
w ith  S ta lin ism .

The EDC was designed to 
un ite  the countries o f W estern 
"Europe m i l i t a r i l y  fo r  w a r 
against the  (Soviet Union. There­
by the Am erican prom oters o f 
the scheme hoped to weld an 
e ffec tive  counter - revo lu tiona ry  
f ig h tin g  force fo r  the European 
continent, ju s t as i t  is t ry in g  to 
do in  Asia.

The norm al economic lin ks  o f 
W estern Europe are to the East­
ern European countries. W h a t 
the U lS . governm ent held out to 
European cap ita lis ts  was an eco­
nomic and m il ita ry  “ com m un ity”  
backed by U.S. do lla rs and 
troops, which would seek to 
un ite  Europe by m il ita ry  force 
and restore ca p ita lis t p ro pe rly  
re la tions th roughou t the b u ffe r 
zone and in the Soviet U n ion 
its e lf.

W H A T  FR E N C H  F E A R
B u t the French cap ita lis ts  are 

not ve ry  eager fo r  th is  solution. 
A la rm ed by the s w if t  economic 
comeback o f German in d u s try  
d u rin g  the las t fo u r  years, w h ile  
Fi-ench in d u s try  continued to  
stagnate, the F rench cap ita lis ts  
fe a r th a t German in d u s tria lis ts  
and m ilita r is ts  would be top

dogs, in  the “ defense commun­
i t y ”  and the French w ou ld  in ­
creasing ly  have to take orders 
from  the Germans.

In  the second place, the 
French cap ita lis ts  fe a r w a r i t ­
self. They fea r th a t w ar a t th is  
tim e when the w o rk in g  class 
movem ent is s t i l l  in ta c t could 
unleash a revo lu tiona ry  wave 
th a t would sw’eep them  out o f 
pow'er. They also fe a r th a t in a 
w ar between the U.S. and the 
Soviet U n ion, w ith  W estern Eu 
rope as the m ain ba ttleground, 
the holocaust would w ipe ou t 
F rench c ities and industries, 
decimate the popu lation and 
w ipe the cap ita lis ts  themselves 
o f f  the  face o f the earth .

In  the th ird  place, the great 
hu lk  o f the French popu lation is 
opposed to  German rearm am ent 
and to  w ar against the Soviet 
U n ion and no governm ent can 
expect to rem ain in  o ffice  at 
th is  tim e  th a t pushes fo r  the 
EDC.

However, w h ile  the French 
ca p ita lis t po litic ians have been 
increasing ly  opposed to  EDC fo r  
these reasons, they kep t s ta llin g  
fo r  tw o  years on ra tif ic a tio n  o f 
the tre a ty , and m atte rs  were 
b rough t to a head on ly  under 
the p rem iersh ip  o f M e n d e s -  
F rancc three weeks ago. The 
prelude fo r  a decision on EDC 
was the G e n e v a  conference, 
where the S ta lin is ts  be ti’ayed 
the  Indo-Chinese revo lu tion  fo r  
na tiona l independence by agree­
in g  to p a r tit io n  o f the country.

How Indian Teachers 
Won a Wage Increase

By Murry Weiss
Last week the M ilitan t, took 

note o f the firs t reactions o f the 
Com m unist P arty  to the d ra ­
m atic  collapse o f its  1954 elec­
tio n  po licy. A f te r  the Dem ocratic 
libe ra ls  took the lead in  the most 
extrem e an ti- la bo r w itch  hun ting  
leg is la tion  in Congress the  S ta l­
in is t leaders expressed shock 
and dism ay. But they d id n 't have 
a word to say fo r  11 days on the 
cruc ia l question fac ing the rank 
and file  Com m unist P a rty  mem­
bers, nam oly, w hat sha ll they do 
now th a t the s tra teg y  o f sup­
p o rtin g  the Dem ocratic P a rty  as 
the  bu lw a rk  against M cC arthy- 
ism  has blown up in  th e ir  faces?

On Aug. 23 the S ta lin is t lead­
ers broke th e ir  silence. They ex­
tended a cautious fee ler by w ay 
o f a weasel-worded ed ito ria l re ­
m ark  in  the D a ily  W o rke r: “ The 
need to  bu ild  an a n ti-M cC arth y  
coa lition , based on various po­
li t ic a l forces un ited against an 
A m erican version o f H itle r is m , 
rem ains m ore u rg en t than ever.”  
I t  was c lear to those who know 
S ta lin is t doub le-ta lk  th a t the 
Com m unist P a rty  leaders were 
t r y in g  to  w rig g le  themselves in ­
to  position to  reassemble the 
pieces o f th e ir  shattered po licy 
and come out once again w ith  
the  slogan: In to  the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  a t a ll costs!

The M il ita n t  said, “ I t ’s too 
soon fo r  the S ta lin is ts  to say 
th is  openly. B u t g ive them  tim e. 
Before Novem ber comes they 
w i l l  be openly em bracing the 
lib e ra l Dem ocratic boot th a t has 
kicked them so consis ten tly .”

W ell, we d idn ’ t have long to 
w a it. M ax Gordon, a veteran 
S ta lin is t hack, who has served 
tim e  as an experienced “ c la r i­
f ie r”  o f the tw is ts  and tu rns  o f 
A m erican S ta lin is t opportunism , 
serves up an o ily  “ exp lanation”  
in  two a rtic les, A ug . 30-31, in  
the  D a ily  W orker.

We learn f irs t  o f a ll th a t the 
S ta lin is t line  has been “ subject 
to  some question ing as a resu lt 
o f passage o f the b il l ‘o u tla w in g ’ 
the C om m unist P a rty , and pa r­
t ic u la r ly  o f the  actions o f the

‘ lib e ra l’ Dem ocrats in  support o f 
th is  b i l l. ”  (F o r the sake o f the 
record, the libe ra ls  d idn ’t  “ sup­
p o rt”  the ou tlaw  measure, they 
in itia te d  it ,  screamed fo r  it ,  and 
stampeded Congress in to  vo tin g  
fo r  it . )

The “ question ing”  o f the po l­
icy is appa ran tly  widespread and 
ins is tent. Here is a typ ica l 
“ question”  o f an obviously c r i t ­
ica l na ture , which Gordon tr ie s  
to  answer: “ How then, i t  is ask­
ed, ( in  v iew  o f the treachery o f 
the libe ra ls ) can progressives 
continue to hold onto a tac tic  
which involves them  in u n ity  
movements behind such w aver­
in g  ‘ lib e ra l’ Dem ocrats?”

H ere ’s how, according to the 
S ta lin is t line  “ c la r if ie r ”  Gordon:

(1 ) The essence o f the S ta l­
in is t  tac tic  o f suppo rting  the 
Dem ocratic libe ra ls  is “ no t the 
embrace o f  the Dem ocratic can­
didates.”

(2 ) The rea l m eaning o f the 
tac tic  is “ the developm ent o f an 
independent po litica l coa lition, 
w ith  labor as its  base.”

(3 ) “ W ith  the present s tate o f 
p o litica l th in k in g  and conscious­
ness, such a coa lition  can be de­
veloped c h ie fly  w ith in  the fra m e ­
w o rk  o f the Dem ocratic P a rty .”

(4) “ The job before the p ro ­
gressives, then, is to b r in g  home 
to  the labor movement and its  
a llies the need to ‘convince’ the 
labor backed Dem ocratic p o lit ic ­
ians th a t they made a fav-reaeh- 
ih g  e rro r and to  compel them  to 
reverse themselves. T h is  has to  
take place both d u rin g  the elec­
tion  cam paign and a fte r .”

The la s t sentence is meant to 
make clear tha t in  case the l ib ­
erals are not “ convinced”  du ring  
the elections, they m ust be sup­
ported anyhow, and the e ffo r t 
to convince them w ill go on 
“ a fte r .”

W e see then that, the S ta lin ­
is ts  have no th in g  to add o r sub­
tra c t fro m  th e ir  previous po licy 
as a resu lt o f  experience. They 
have learned no th ing. They p ro ­
pose to  the C om m unist P a rty  
rank and file  the same po licy 
th a t led to the enormous g row th  
o f the w itch  h u n t —  the same

po licy  th a t is fo llow ed by the 
labo r o ffic ia ls .

To make th is  po licy a l i t t le  
more pa latable , Gordon begins 
the job  o f lic k in g  o f f  the f ilth  
th a t besmirched the “ lib e ra l”  
halos o f the Dem ocrats du rin g  
the week o f th e ir  .w itch-hun ting  
o rg y  in  Congress. “ I t  would be 
w rong ,”  he admonishes the S ta l­
in is t  ra n k  and file , “ to p u t a ll 
the Democrats in  Congress in 
the same corner.”

Does Gordon perhaps re fe r to 
the sole exception o f Congress­
man M u lte r, the Dem ocrat fro m  
B rook lyn  ? Oh no. Gordon a r ­
ranges fo u r  categories o f Demo­
crats w ith  fo u r  degrees o f g u ilt :

(1 ) H um phrey and his “ con­
gressional collagues”  who are 
“ irresponsib le  demagogues.”  (2 ) 
Those lik e  Rep. Ce lle r and Sen.. 
K e fauver who “ gave the b i l l  its  
proper de fin ition  . . , bu t in the 
end succumbed to the w h ip .”  
(3 ) The congressmen who “ duck­
ed the vote.”  They “ cannot be 
condoned bu t s t i l l  i t  places them 
in a d iffe re n t category than a 
Sen. H um phrey.”  (4 ) “ S t il l o th ­
ers”  who “ p riva te ly  made known 
th e ir  b itte r  d istaste fo r  the re ­
pressive leg is la tion , but were 
swept along.”

Gordon says, “ J t would be 
fa ta l ly  w rong  to read them a ll 
out o f the an ti-M cC arth y  lin e ­
up.”  B u t the question is not 
whether the libe ra ls  are an ti- 
M cC arthy. I t ’s how they are an­
ti-M cC a rth y . The idea o f the 
Dem ocratic libe ra ls  is to  buck 
M cC arthy by pu rsu ing  a tac tic  
o f ou t-w itch h u n tin g  him . They 
th in k  they can squelch M cC arthy 
by  shouting  long and hard th a t 
they started  the w itch  h u n t and 
he’s on ly  a Johnny-com e-late ly. 
T h a t’s how they propose to f ig h t 
the Am erican fasc is ts . E xac tly  
the w ay the European libe ra ls  
fo u g h t th e ir  fascists.

And the S ta lin is ts  arc  propos­
in g  to com m it the same tra g ic  
crim e o f the European Social 
Democrats and S ta lin is ts  —  sup­
p o r t the libe ra ls  u n til the fasc is t 
hangmen puts the noose around 
labo r’s neck and springs the 
tra p .

By an Indian Teacher
C A L C U T T A , Ind ia  —  A m e ri­

cans, and especially Am erican 
teachers, m ay be able to learn 
som eth ing from  the fo llow ing  
factua l report o f a teachers’ 
s trugg le  in  m y own country.

In  Janua ry  1953 the A l l  Ben­
ga l Teachers Association, a re p ­
resenta tive  organ iza tion  o f sec­
ondary school teachers, m et in 
a conference a t Chinsurah and 
decided to organize a m ovem ent 
fo r  the im p lem enta tion  o f the 
pay and dearness allowance rec­
om m endations made by the 
Board o f  Secondary Education, 
W est Bengal, a sem i-governm ent 
agency constitu ted to  reorganize 
the educational system in  the 
state.

W hen repeated negotia tions 
yielded no th ing, the  A B T A  de­
cided on a course o f d ire c t ap­
peal to  the masses th rou gh  hun­
dreds o f m eetings and demon­
s tra tion s  th roughou t the state. 
Though public op in ion was h igh 
in  fa v o r o f the ha lf-s ta rved  
teachers, who are paid on an 
average Rs. 65 per m onth (about 
$13), the governm ent refused to 
pay any heed whatsoever.

W ith  the governm ent so ca l­
lous, and fin d in g  no o the r a lte r ­
native, the A B T A  decided to 
take a mass deputation o f hun­
g ry  teachers to the C h ie f M in is ­
te r  on Feb. 10 o f th is  year and 
appealed to  the  oppositional p a r­
ties to help them  in  th e ir  s tru g ­
gle fo r  bread. Here i t  m ay be 
stated th a t h a lf  the leadership 
of the A B T A  are active mem­
bers o f Congress, the ru lin g  
pa rty .

On Feb. 10 thousands o f teach­
ers, young and old, m arched to ­
ward the W rite rs  B u ild in g  (ad­
m in is tra tiv e  headquarters o f the 
sta te) in a very peaceful and 
o rd e rly  fash ion to g ive expres­
sion to th e ir  grievances. F our 
hundred fee t fro m  th e ir  destina­
tion  they were stopped by the 
police on the ground th a t an 
o rder is in fo rce  under section 
144 o f the Ind ian  Pena! Code, 
p ro h ib it in g  assembly o f fo u r  or 
m ore persons in the  area around 
the W rite rs  B u ild ing .

On being stopped, the demon­
s tra to rs  s ta rted  squ a tting  on the 
road in real Gandhian fashion, 
and continued to do so u n til they 
were arrested fo r  obs truc ting  a 
public roadway in the da rk  hours 
o f the early m orn ing o f Feb. 16. 
The arrests decidely enraged 
the masses o f C alcutta.

In  the m eantim e the opposi­
tiona l pa rties, inc lud ing the So­
c ia lis t and Com m unist Parties, 
m et the C h ief M in is te r and tr ie d  
to make h im  see reason. When 
th e ir  e ffo rts  a t a negotiated 
se ttlem ent fa iled , they appealed 
to  the masses to  come ou t in a 
dem onstration in  support o f the 
teachers on Feb. 16.

In  response to  th is  appeal, 
100,000 people assembled a t 
M aidan in  the a fte rnoon to  hear 
ta lks  by the leaders o f the d i f ­
fe re n t pa rties  before beg inn ing

the dem onstration. Because o f a 
p ro h ib ito ry  order by the police, 
no pub lic  address system could 
be used here. A bo u t 50*000 le ft  
th is  assembly and marched to ­
w ard the  S tate Leg is la tu re , led 
by prom inen t members o f the 
joppositional pa rties , who inc lud ­
ed you r correspondent and three 
members o f the State Leg is la ­
tu re .

When th is  dem onstration had 
iw m e  w ith in  a few. fee t n f the 
State Leg is la tu re , i t  was stop­
ped and broken up by police 
la th is , horses, tia rg as  and b u l­
le ts, and the leaders a t the head 
o f the procession were arrested. 
Recovering from  th e ir in it ia l be­
w ilde rm en t a t th is  unprovoked 
attack, the outraged dem onstra­
tors began to organize th e ir  de­
fense w ith  brickba ts  and dustb in  
barricades.

•In about one hour every street 
in th is  second c ity  o f the  B r it is h  
Com m onwealth became a fie ld  o f 
ba ttle  between the sham guard ­
ians o f law  and order and th e ir  
in d ig n a n t v ic tim s. B y  7 in  the 
evening the A rm y  was called in , 
w h ich heralded a fresh  blood­
bath fo r  Calcutta. In  sp ite  o f the 
to ll pa id  in  five  lives and hun­
dreds o f broken lim bs, the  f ig h t 
continued th rou gh ou t the n ig h t 
and du ring  the next th ree  days 
and n igh ts  w ith o u t a break, re n ­
de rin g  c ity  l i fe  impossible.

The th in g  which one year’s 
appeals, negotia tions, m eetings 
and dem onstrations could not do, 
was done in fo u r days’ street 
fig h tin g . The governm ent now 
decided to  im m ed ia te ly  increase 
the dearness allowance o f Rs. 17 
plus per month (abou t $3.50), 
and thousands o f the arrested 
teachers and other dem onstra­
tors were released uncondition-< 
a lly .

A ccord ing  to the Aug. 23 N ew s­
week, Mendes-France “ was im ­
pressed by Russia's and Red 
China ’s w illingness —  sometimes 
eagerness— to make concessions 
at Geneva over Indo-China when 
they had the 'French on the run .”

Thus the. French ru lin g  class 
gained hope tha t i t  m igh t t r y  
out a solution to th e ir  problems 
on a d iffe re n t road than prepar­
ation  fo r  w a r against the Soviet 
U nion, a solu tion which would 
requ ire  the aid o f the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy to some degree and 
which would requ ire  the slow ing 
down o f w ar prepa ra tions at th is  
tim e.

They hope th a t the problem  o f 
Germ any m i g h t  be  solved 
th rough  a new concession by 
Moscow in the fo rm  o f re lin ­
qu ish ing its  hold on East Gei'- 
many, p e rm itt in g  German re ­
un ifica tion  on term s which would 
l im it  G erm an rearm am ent. The 
K re m lin  has made th is  o ffe r  to 
the UJS., F rench and B ritish  
governm ent on a num ber o f oc­
casions.

iBut aside fro m  Moscow aid 
fo r  a German so lu tion, the 
Mendes-France reg im e needs the 
help o f the S ta lin is ts  a t th is  
tim e  fo r  its  program  o f domestic 
and c o l o n i a l  re fo rm s. The 
Mendes-France governm ent has 
made moves to  g ra n t a certa in  
am ount o f home rule to Tun is ia  
and Morocco w ith in  the fra m e ­
w o rk  o f the French U n ion  (the  
euphemism fo r  the French em­
p ire ) and needs the help o f the 
S ta lin is ts  to  keep the colonial 
movem ent t h e r e  w ith in  the 
bounds o f the modest re fo rm s.

A t home, Mendes-France wants 
to  pu t across a whole series o f 
economic refoVms designed to 
pep up decrepit French ca p ita l­
ism, make i t  m ore com petitive , 
induce i t  to renovate its  p la n t 
and equipm ent and make i t  less 
dependent on governm ent sub­
sidies. He would also like  to cu t 
the arm s budget.

A t the same tim e, according 
to T im e  o f Aug. 16, Mendes- 
France com plains about “ the ex­
aggeration o f social law s”  (th a t 
is, measures benefiting the w o rk ­
ing class) and wants an “ in ­
crease in rea l purchasing power 
by lin k in g  wages to in du s tria l 
p ro fits .”  These measures would 

-hit— at the wages and w o rk ing  
conditions o f the w o rk in g  class, 
and Mendes-France needs the 
support, o f the Com m unist P a rty  
leadership in order to t r y  to 
keep the w o rk ing  class docile in 
the face o f h is economic “ re ­
fo rm s.”

P A C E  IS SLO W ED
T h is  does not mean, however, 

tha t the k il l in g  o f EDC was a 
s tra ig h t trade fo r  S ta lin is t sup­
po rt. A c tu a lly , EDC was k illed  
w ith  the fu l l  understand ing th a t 
the U.S. has o ther w ays o f 
ach ieving German rearm am ent, 
and Mendes-France in h is speech 
to the F rench N a tion a l Assem­
b ly  on A ug. 29 indicated th a t his 
position was open on th a t ques­
tion . In  any case, he m ainta ined 
France m ust rem ain w ith in  the 
A tla n tic  alliance.

B u t re jec tin g  EDC means th a t 
the F rench do no t have to  rearm  
r ig h t  now’. I t  slows down the 
pace o f w a r preparations. I t  
postpones decisions. I t  makes 
the s itua tion  m ore f lu id  and 
gives French im peria lism  g re a t­
e r f le x ib i l i t y  fo r  m aneuvering 
both w ith  the U.S. governm ent 
and the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.- 
A t  the same tim e  i t  appeases 
public sentim ent a t home and 
allows the French cap ita lis ts  to 
experim ent w ith  domestic “ re ­
fo rm s.”

B efo re  the F rench  Voted

P rim e M in is te r W inston C h urch ill greets French P rem ier 
Mendes-France, who flew  to Eng land to seek support fo r  his 
e ffo r ts  to  m od ify  the ED C  tre a ty  so tha t the French Assem bly 
m ig h t pass it .  C h urch ill was fr ie n d ly  bu t unhe lp fu l. The 
Assem bly was ne ithe r fr ie n d ly  nor he lp fu l, k il l in g  EDC by 
319 to 264.

W orld  Events
By Fred Hart

N. M. P E R E R A , T R O T S K Y IS T
member o f the Colombo, Ceylon 
M un ic ipa l Council was elected 
M ayor o f the c ity  on A ug . 13, by 
i6  votes to 15. The Council elects 
the M ayor.

I t  has been tra d itio n a l fo r  the 
representatives o f the L e ft  Parties 
on the Council (T ro tsky is ts , S ta l­
in is ts  and independents) to agree 
on a jo in t candidate fo r  M ayor. 
B u t th is  year, according the 
Sam asam ajist, organ o f the Ceylo­
nese T ro tsky is ts , the S ta lin is ts  
refused to ra l ly  behind a sing le  
L e ft  candidate and the Lanka 
Sama Samaja and the S ta lin is ts  
each presented nominees against 
the candidate o f the cap ita lis t 
TJNP.

The S ta lin is ts  thus continued 
the treacherous course they pu r­
sued d u rin g  the recent elections 
when they tu rned down the 
proposal o f the LSSP fo r  a united 
cam paign behind a s ingle l is t  o f  
candidates. In  a num ber o f LSSP 
strongholds the S ta lin is ts  nom i­
nated candidates o f th e ir  own and 
in num erous wards o f  the c ity  
they even worked fo r  the ca p ita l­
is t U N P  candidates aga inst those 
o f the LSSP. Accord ing to  the 
Aug. 12 Sam asam ajist, the d is­
rup tion  and treachery o f the S ta l­
in is ts  kep t the L e ft  pa rties  fro m  
electing a m a jo r ity  o f the Council- 
men, a lthough the L e f t  candidates 
polled a m a jo r ity  o f the votes.

Despite the S ta lin is t treachery, 
the U N P  cahdidate fo r  M ayor on ly 
received 15 voles on the f irs t  
ba llo t —  one short o f the m a jo r ity  
required fo r  election. Then the 
L e f t  members caucused again, and 
decided to d raw  fo r  the candidate. 
N. M. Perera won the draw . The 
S ta lin is ts  th is  tim e were obliged 
to  go along, and Perera was 
elected.

The Lanka Sama Samaja an­
nounced th a t its  delegates would 
press fo r  the adoption o f th e ir 
m unicipal p la tfo rm . I t  w-arned the 
S ta lin is ts  th a t i f  the  la tte r  should 
sabotage these measures, Perera 
would im m ed ia te ly  res ign as 
M ayor, and the LSSP would go' to  
the w orkers  w ith  a fu l l  account 
of S ta lin is t treachery  in tu rn in g  
contro l o f the Council over to the 
U N P.

The LSSP also served notice on

the U N P  th a t i t  would demand 
th a t these c a p ita lis t representa­
tives vote fo r  such item s as 
public housing, which the  U N P  
had dem agogically taken from  the 
LSSP p la tfo rm  d u rin g  the elec­
tions.

*  »  *

S IX  P E R U V IA N  T R O T S K Y ­
ISTS were condemned to  long 
prison term s on J u ly  19 by the 
police in Peru. Those sentenced 
are: F e lix  Zevallos, an old leader 
o f the te x tile  w orkers, 5 years in 
prison ; Leoncio Bueno, also a 
leader o f the te x tile  w orkers, 5 
years; Socrates Garcia, propa­
ganda secre ta ry o f Peru-Lana 
U nion, 4 years; A r tu ro  A lb u ­
querque, general secre ta ry  o f the 
Indus tries  Rennidas union, 4 
years; W ashington Huaracha, 
cu ltu ra l secre tary o f  the U n ited  
Labor Syndicate o f A req u ipa  
(U S O A ), 2 years; M arc ia l A g u ir ­
re, young w o rke r o f A requ ipa, 2 
years.

The periodica l Revolucion Per- 
manente (Perm anent Revolu tion) 
reports  the  news in  its  June- 
Ju ly , 1954 issue. I t  sta tes: “ The 
‘c rim e ’ fo r  which they were con­
demned is  to  have behaved as 
un ion leaders loya l to  the  p ro le ­
ta r ia t  and to have acted as m il i­
tan ts  in ou r R evo lu tionary  W o rk ­
ers P a rty  (P eruvian section o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l.)  They were 
a ll arrested a t  the end o f 1952 
and the beg inn ing o f 1953 a t the 
tim e o f the repression against 
the w o rk in g  class movem ent 
launched a t th a t period. They 
have thus already been in prison 
fo r  over a year and a ha lf, and 
they are undergo ing the hardships 
>nd liv in g  conditions which p reva il 
in the concentra tion camps o f 
O rdria .

“ We T ro tsky is ts  p roud ly  salute 
our comrades v ic tim ized  by the 
vengeance o f the bourgeoisie —  
disguised as ‘ ju s tice ’ —  and we 
urom ise to continue w ith o u t le tup 
to s tru g g le  fo r  the w orkers  and 
peasants revo lu tion .”

Perm anent Revolu tion concludes 
w ith ' a call fo r  u n ity  to free  a ll 
revo lu tiona ry  prisoners. “ A p ris ts , 
S ta lin is ts , socia lists, T ro tsky is ts  
—  we m ust a ll close ranks in  a 
un ited f ro n t  to w in  a G E N E R A L  
A M N E S T Y .”

French Concessions to North Africans

For only $1.25 you can get a 
one-year subscription to the 
Marxist quarterly. Fourth In ­
ternational, 116 University PL, 
New York 3, N . Y.

By Ralph Carlton
French cap ita lism  is no long ­

er s trong  enough to  face the 
colon ia l revo lu tion , the discon­
te n t o f the French workers and 
U.S. demands fo r in tensified re ­
arm am ent —  a ll at the same 
tim e. The French cap ita lis ts  
recognized th is  obvious fac t on 
A ug . 10 and A ug. 27 when th e ir 
representatives gave P rem ier 
Mendes-France new votes of 
confidence on his projected 
N o rth  A fr ic a n  policy o f granting- 
in te rna l autonom y to the p ro­
tectora te o f T un is ia  and steps 
in tha t d irection  fo r  the p ro­
tectora te  o f Morocco.

The ‘F rench setbacks in Indo­
china were fo llow ed by g ro w in g ' 
un rest and acts o f sabotage 
aga inst the French in Tun is ia  
and Morocco. Mendes-France, 
seeing the dangers, coupled his 
program  o f peace in  Indochina 
w ith  a prom ise to save N o rth  
A fr ic a  fo r  F rench im peria lism  
by g ra n tin g  certa in  concessions 
th a t did no t a c tu a lly  go beyond 
the r ig h ts  o f the T un is ian  pro tec­
to ra te  as defined by the Fx-ench 
in the 1881 T i-eaty o f Bardo.

H abib Bourgu iba, Tunis ian na­
tio n a lis t leader p rev ious ly  kep t 
incom m unicado on an is land o f f

France, has now been moved to 
the m ainland where he can re ­
ceive both T un is ian  and F rench 
po litica l v is ito i’s. Mendes-France 
made th is  change in  the  fam ous 
in ternee’s sta tus as a gesture 
tow ard the Tunis ian na tiona lis t 
p a rty  Neo-Destour, whose coop- 
c i'a tion  he needed i f  a re la tive ly  
stable cabinet was to  be foi'm ed 
in Tunis.

A t  the same tim e  he did no t 
release o r p e rm it B ourgu iba to 
re tu rn  to Tun is because that 
would have alarm ed the F i’ench 
in the pro tecto ra te  who a lready 
d is tru s t h is  “ s o ft”  po licy. W hat 
he did send to T un is ia  were 
troop re inforcem ents. These were 
designed to (1) calm  the reac­
tio n a ry  French se ttle rs  and o f­
fic ia ls  and (2) convince the  Neo- 
Destour i t  would be be tte r to 
accept the com ing French p ro ­
posals than to  engage in  an a ll-  
ou t s trugg le  fo r  complete inde­
pendence.

T U N IS IA N  A R R A N G E M E N T
Thus, the stage was set fo r  

M endes-France’s f l ig h t  to Tun is 
and the  fo rm a tio n  o f a new 
Tun is ian  cabinet by the  Bey 
(P i’ince) —  a cabinet in  which 
the Neo-Destour is  represented

and w hich is to establish an 
autonomous T un is ian  ad m in is tra ­
tion  —  w ith  fo re ig n  a ffa irs  and 
“ defense”  rem a in ing  in French 
hands. Th is arrangem ent un­
doubtedly inti-oduces some im ­
provem ents in  the T un is ian  peo­
ple ’s life .

B ut fa r  from  m aking the 
masses fo rg e t th e ir  goal o f com­
plete independence, i t  on ly 
strengthens th e ir  self-confidence 
and th e ir  be lie f in  the m ilita n t 
a ttitu d e  which has won them 
these French concessions. Genu­
ine freedom is im possible as 
long as French guns and tanks 
are present to protect the in ­
terests o f F rench cap ita lism  and, 
in pa rticu la r, o f the a rrogan t 
French settle rs  who exp lo it the 
Tun is ian  fa rm  w orkers and are 
m ostly  partisans o f the pro -fas­
c is t G a u llis f  movement.

French im peria lism  is badly 
on the defensive. A  wave o f te r ­
ro r is sweeping over Morocco 
where passive and active res is­
tance to  French ru le  is  i-eaching 
a new he ight. Even the clever, 
“ s ta tesm an-like”  maneuvers o f 
M endes-France w i l l  not save the 
French em pire in de fin ite ly , a l­
though they m ay provide i t  w ith  
a b re a th ing  spell.
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Drought Can Be Ended
------------------------------  By Carl Goodman -------------------------------

"Everybody talks about the weather, but no 
one does anything about it,”  said Mark Twain. 
This is still true today, although weather con­
tinues to be a major problem in the L'.S. with 
floods in the springtime, drought in the 
summer and whole areas o f the country trans­
formed into a dust bowl for lack of timely rain. 
This spells ruin for countless farmers and sky- 
high prices for fruits and vegetables in the 
cities.

But something could be done about the 
weather. In fact it can be brought under man’s 
strict control at least wherever it affects -him 
economically. This is the judgment of Capt. 
H. T. Orville, US'N (Ret.), head of the U.S. 
Weather Bureau. W riting in Collier's on May 
28, 1954, Orville urges the government to enter 
the weather control field with “ an effort as 
iarge as the Manhattan Project for the develop­
ment of atomic energy. Mastery of the weather 
is theoretically possible if our research is ex­
panded on that scale.”

Orville believes that w ithin 40 years weather 
can be brought within mankind’s complete 
control i f  a “ Manhattan Project”  type of pro­
gram is launched.

“ By m ilking rain or snow from reluctant 
clouds at the proper time and place,”  he 
predicts, "we may be able to transform vast 
barren areas like the dust-bowl into fertile 
crop-productive land.”  Rain on order would 
also curb forest fires that destroy an average 
of 16,000,000 acres of U.S. timber every year. 
We might also be able to prevent rain, for 
the farmer when he wants to dry his hay, for 
the fru it grower who fear fungus promoting 
dampness. Thunderstorms that wreck crops 
through hail and tornadoes that bring death 
and destruction may be busted up before they 
get under way. These are some of the things

that Orville believes can be accomplished in 
the near future.

But, he says, we w ill not have to wait 40 
years to begin controlling the weather, lie  
favors an interim program to apply “ electronic 
devices already in existence or now under 
development.” Cloud seeding is already suc­
cessful, he maintains, in several areas where 
rain-making has beoome a commercial venture 
For instance one rain-making’ firm in 1953 in­
creased the water in the Dallas, Texas drainage- 
basin 363% while in nearby drainage basins 
not subject to cloud-seeding the amount of 
water ranged from a decrease of 22 %■ to an 
increase of I9%< in the same six-mopth period.

W ill Orville's recommendations be acted 
on? It is hardly likely that they will be under 
a capitalist government. Capitalist statesmen 
launch huge projects on the order of the 
Manhattan Project on atomic energy only for 
war purposes — for discovering instruments of 
death, not fo r planning abundance. Any benefits 
that accrue to mankind from these undertak­
ings — such as the productive uses of atomic 
energy —  are by-products of the research and 
not the main concern o f capitalist governments.

Manhattan Projects — that is, the pooling 
of all the best scientific brains in a given field 
with vast sums at their disposal — need to be 
launched in a great number o f fields where 
man seeks to complete his mastery over nature. 
' ’ here is the weather to conquer, diseases to 
conquer, new types of foods, raw material, and 
power to be discovered. A ll these problems 
could be solved in a planned way and in a 
definite span of time through Manhattan 
Projects.

But it w ill take a Workers and Farmers 
Government and a socialist society producing 
to satisfy the needs of the population to embark 
on Manhattan Projects of this nature.

Who Is to Blame?
------------------------- By Joyce Cowley -------------------------

The sadistic murders committed by four 
Brooklyn boys were conveniently timed for 
Police Commissioner Adams, who is demand­
ing 7,000 more cops in New York. The news­
papers, which were already hysterically attack­
ing young delinquents, and hoodlums, reached 
a new' pitch of frenzy in their sensational ac­
counts of the case. Dozens of letters from an 
“ aroused public”  suggested punishments for 
these boys as sadistic and brutal as the crimes 
themselves.

"Exterminate the teen-age beasts!” writes one 
woman who also objects to "gentle treatment" 
like a trial and talking to the parents. Another 
advocates lashings which should be televised 
to “ frighten and discourage others.”

Various authorities made the usual com­
ments on lack of parental discipline and 
coddling by the courts. One newspaper sug­
gested universal m ilitary training as a cure; 
perhaps it felt these young sadists were good 
officer material. The most frequent demands 
were for stricter enforcement o f the law, heavier 
penalties for young criminals, corporal punish­
ment for unruly children in school and at home 
and, of course, the “ fear of God.”

A closer examination of this and many 
similar cases indicates a need for something 
quite different from fear and force. Koslow, 
the so-called brains o f the gang, needed 
psychiatric care. This was know-n because he 
was actually under treatment at the age of 
seven. Mis mother discontinued the treatment 
because she felt it was somehow shameful to 
have her child going to a psychiatrist.

A study o f other teen-age murder cases 
reveals the same need for early care. Take 
1 lenery Agard, condemned to life imprison­
ment at the age of 16. The child of an unmar­
ried mother who w'orked in a factory at nig’r .  
he wandered the streets unsupervised at .71 
hours. At eight he was arrested for unnatural 
sex acts, at ten for setting fires at school and 
breaking into a tavern to steal cigarettes, at 
eleven for assaulting and breaking the leg of a 
14-year old girl.

You might think by this time it would be 
obvious to the school and the court that the 
boy needed psychiatric treatment, or even care 
and supervision while his mother worked. Mis 
mother certainly was in no position to pro­
vide these things, even if  she understood their 
need.

About two years ago a young Marine of 17 
made headlines by murdering five people in one 
weekend. He and his girl friend were try ing to 
laise money to get to a state out west where the 
laws would permit them to be married despite 
their youth. This boy too, when examined ai 
the age of three, w'as found to be in need of 
institutional care. But his mother rejected the 
idea as unnecessary.

It would be easy to blame the mothers. But 
it's hardly fair to hold parents responsible for 
their failure to understand the problems of 
these children or their need for psychiatric 
help. The parents themselves are frequently 
bewildered and disturbed. They don’t know- 
much about psychiatry and may be afraid of 
it The people w'ho were professionally qualified 
tc understand such cases — teachers, judges, 
probation officers —  didn’t do any better than 
the parents.

There’s one obvious reason why the courts 
io n ’t recommend psychiatric care. I t ’s not 
available. Not many parents are in a position 
to pay for it and the few free clinics and 
guidance centers that exist are jammed with 
emergency cases. You have to W'ait for a child 
to become pretty violent before you can get 
him in. I t ’s usually impossible- to obtain pre­
ventive treatment in the early stages of 
emotional illness.

Psychiatric treatment, is not a complete 
answer. Complex social problems are involved 
w hich we can’t solve until we change the kind 
o f society we live in. But the fact remains 
that it might have been possible to give these 
children some help. The principal reason they 
didn’t get it is that the money is being spent 
on cops instead o f clinics, on jails instead of 
schools.

“ W E  A R E  H A R D L Y  L IV IN G ,”  said Bemon 
K ise r, one o f the 1,001 unemployed coal m iners in 
Dante, Va., who were stand ing “ the other day . . . 
fo r  hours in the ho t sun to d raw  a ra tio n  o f beans, 
shorten ing and canned beef.”  A  breadline w ith o u t 
bread,”  exp la ins Labor in its  A ug . 21 issue. A n ­
o ther m iner, A lonzo H urd , th in ks  “ the present 
s itu a tio n  . . .  in  the coal fields is worse than any 
I  experienced in  Hoover’s tim es and i t  keeps 
g e ttin g  worse —  no t be tte r.”

*  *  *

“ T H E  S IT U A T IO N  IS N ’T  SERIO US —  so fa r ,”
th a t is. B u t “ r is in g  w ith d ra w a ls  o f saved-up cash 
are causing increasing concern among bankers 
and life  insurance o ffic ia ls ”  in  the na tion ’s f in a n ­
c ia l cap ita l. The Aug. 27 W a ll S tree t Journa l 
quotes one New Y o rk  savings bank Official as 
say ing : “ W e’ve had 5,000 depositors close out 
th e ir  accounts so fa r  th is  year. T h a t’s tw ice  as 
m any as in  a ll 1953.”  A n o th e r banker predicts 
th a t “ i f  w ith d ra w a ls  continue to  r ise  a t the 
present ra te  they ’re go ing to  make a b ig  dent in 
the  new money we have availab le  fo r  invest­
m ent.”  W 'hat could be worse?

*  *  *

A M A N ’S H O M E  IS N O T H IS  C A S T LE  i f  the 
man is a N egro and buys a home in a w h ite  sec­
tion  o f Lou isv ille , K y . S ho rtly  a f te r  A ndrew  Wade 
IV , N egro con tractor, moved in to  his new home, 
“ shots were fired in to  i t  and a cross burned 
nearby.”  Then an “ explosion damaged the house 
h e av ily ,”  a f te r  which coun ty  police m ainta ined 
“ a 24-hour w atch,”  ask ing  Wade to provide a 
l is t  o f approved v is ito rs . L a te r when the police 
refused e n try  to W allace W . T irc u it,  a  fr ie n d  
whose name was overlooked on the lis t,  Wade 
came to his rescue. Both T irc u it  and Wade were 
arrested, rep o rts  the  Kansas C ity  C a ll. When

Judge M ichael H e llm ann fined T irc u it  $20 fo r  
“ breach o f peace,”  W ade in te rrup te d  the judge, 
say ing : " I  don’ t  w an t a pre judiced decision in  
th is .”  The judge responded: “ Y ou r a ttitu d e  shows 
w h y  the police did a rre s t you. I  don’ t  lik e  any 
man ca lling  me prejudiced. $100 and 30 days.”

*  *  *  I

“ NO S E LF-R E S P E C T IN G  A M E R IC A N  can 
cast a ba llo t fo r  anyone who voted fo r  these b ills ,”  
says an ed ito ria l in  the Aug. 30 N a tiona l 
G uard ian on the “ Com m unist C on tro l A c t.”  B ut 
on ly the previous week, a fte r  th is  la w  had been 
passed, the Guardian p rin ted  ap p ro v ing ly  a re p o rt 
on the A m erican Labor P a r ty ’s decision to w ith ­
d raw  a num ber o f its  candidates fo r  Congress in 
d is tr ic ts  where m a jo r p a r ty  candidates are “ com­
m itted  to f ig h t against M cC arthy ism .”  Candidates 
whom the A L P  w ill not oppose include Rep. K le in  
o f M anhattan and Rep. C e lle r o f  B rooklyn . K le in  
d idn ’ t  have the nerve to vote fo r  o r aga inst the 
new police state law , w h ile  Celler voted fo r  i t

* * *
SGT. LO U IS  R E 1 IA K , B a ltim o re  cop who 

murdered a sleeping N egro la s t M ay, was com­
plete ly exonerated by a grand ju r y  tha t ‘de libe ra t­
ed”  on the case fo r  a ll o f three hours. H is 
v ic tim , James D. Broadus J r., 22 year old veteran, 
was asleep under a ta rp a u lin  covering in h is own 
backyeard when Rehak, hu n tin g  another man, 
discovered ’h im  and shot h im  down in cold blood.

*  *  *

D A V ID  J- M cD O N A LD , president o f the CIO 
U n ited  Steel W orkers, has been urged by  Local 
2175, O S A jCIiO, in  M innesota, “ to in v ite  rep ­
resentatives o f a ll labo r unions to a Congress 
o f Labor to e laborate a concrete p rog ram  o f 
action to meet the g ro w in g  menace o f unem ploy­
m ent.”
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BOARD RULES MAYHEW 
OFF BALLOT IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO, Aug. 30 — Howard Mayhew, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Congress in the 2d District, 
has been ruled off the ballot by the Board of Election 
Commissioners. T h is  decision was1®' 
made F rida y , less than 24 hours 
a f te r  a public hearing  on the 
v a lid ity  o f M ayhew ’s petitions, 
which contained 2,400 signatures 
over the legal requirem ent.

O bjections to the pe tition s  were 
filed by W auneta M an ly  and 
Catherine Janis. They were rep ­
resented by F ra n k  J. Dowd, the 
same la w ye r who had acted in 
1952 to bar the socia list candidate 
from  the ba llo t in  th is  d is tr ic t.

Supposedly called to deal w ith  
pe titions con ta in ing  12,000 names, 
the hearing was qu ick ly  turned 
in fo  a M cC arthy ite  w itch  hunt 
probe. Dowd charged that a man 
w ith  M ayhew ’s po litica l beliefs 
had no r ig h t to a place on the 
ba llo t. He reminded the Board that 
E isenhower had ju s t signed the 
in fam ous “ com m unist con tro l”  
law.

Dowd asked M ayhew i f  he was 
a member o f the SWP. Accord ing 
to the Sun-Tim es, “ M ayhew said 
th a t i f  he answered questions 
about h is a ff ilia tio n s  w ith  the 
p a rty , he would leavo the w ay 
open fo r  questions about asso­
ciates; there fore he invoked the 
F if th  Am endm ent.”

Com m enting on th is  inc ident i i  
a s tatem ent to the press M ayhew 
said, “ I  am proud to state th a t I 
am a m ember o f the Socia list 
W orkers 'Party. I  made i t  quite 
c lear to the board th a t I  had 
no th in g  to hide rega rd ing  m y 
po litica l beliefs o r a ffilia tio ns .

However the board also made i t  
c lear th a t i t  would p e rm it Dowd 
to  question me concerning the 
a ffilia tio n  o f o ther ind iv idua ls , 
which had no th ing  to do w ith  the 
issues in the hearing. Under such 
conditions I  had no a lte rna tive  
b u t to invoke the F if th  Am end­
m ent.”

N o tin g  th a t the board had acted 
so fa s t i t  could not have studied 
e ithe r the pe tition s  o r the 
stenographic record o f the hear­
ing, M ayhew charged: I

“ I t  is obvious we are being 
d iscrim inated against on the basis 
o f our p o litica l views and not 
because we fa iled  to  com ply w ith  
the election law .

“ The Dem ocratic ad m in is tra tion  
in  C ity  H a ll has th rough  th is  
decision given a b ig  help to  the 
M*sCarthyites, who would like  to 
te ll the Am erican people whom 
the y  may or m ay not. vote fo r  
The more than 12,000 citizens 
who signed m y pe titions have 
been disenfranchised.

“ M y f ig h t fo r  a place on the 
b a llo t is ju s t beginning. The So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  holds th a t 
the f ig h t fo r  a free  ba llo t shall 
no t be lo s t to  the fasc is ts .”

M ayhew is being represented 
by F. Raymond M arks J r., A c tin g  
D irec to r o f the Chicago chapter 
o f the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U nion. M arks is ac ting  on his own 
as the A C L U  has taken no o ffic ia l 
position on the case.

H O W A R D  M A Y H E W

Chester Tells 
How to Block 
Phila. Racists

P H IL A D E L P H IA , A ug . 29—  I 
Robert Chester, M ilita n t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  candidate fo r  Congress 
in the 4th D is tr ic t, today called 
fo r  united labor and N egro  ac­
tion  to defend the W ile y  C la rk  
fa m ily , which was d riven  from  
its  home by J im  Crow violence 
last week.

C la rk , a gas sta tion  a ttendant 
and mechanic, bought a house 
th a t had been vacant fo r  a lm ost 

I a year in N o rth  P hiladelph ia ,

ILA Wins Recognition, Submits 
Contract Demands to Employers

By James O’Hara
N E W  YO R K, A ug . 31 —  A fte r  

a yea r' o f desperate s trugg le  
against the governm ent, the em­
ployers and the A F L , the in ­
dependent In te rn a tion a l Long­
shoremen’s Association came in to  
(he clear today, lega lly  certified 
as the New Y ork  dockers’ ba rga in ­
ing agent, w ith  a series of 
demands to the sh ipp ing bosses. 
Put on the tab le was a demand 
fo r a s tra ig h t 10c an hour wage 
increase, a 3c. increase in  the boss 
con tribu tion  to  the health anjl 
w e lfa re  fund, and a union shop 
provis ion in  the contract.

Th is la tte r  demand is dynam ite. 
I f  the IL A  secured it ,  the A F L  
would be v ir tu a lly  e lim inated 
fro m  the docks. A F L  leaders 
would have done the same th in g  
themselves i f  they had won. Dave 
Beck, teamsters leader and one of 
those in charge o f the A F L  long ­
shoremen’s union, is a lready t r y ­
in g  to salvage som eth ing out o f 
tfiie A F L  defeat. F o llow ing  the 
advice o f the c iv i l w a r general 
who said “ i f  you can’t  lic k  ’em,

. . .  Unions Named 
As First Target

(Continued fro m  page 1)
13551 o f the Congressional 
Record. I t  fo llow s Senator 
Cooper’s -specific query to Sen. 
Ives about the A F L , CI'O and 
U n ited  M ine W orkers.

“ M r. COOPER. B ut there would 
be no th ing  in  the (Ives ) amend­
ment which .w ou ld prevent an 
in q u iry  by the A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l o r a de term ination  by the 
[Subversive A c tiv ite s  C on tro l] 
Board e ither against the  federa­
tion  (A F L )  or against an a f f i l ia ­
tion  o f the federation, i f  the facts 
were thought su ffic ien t to  require 
such an in q u iry .

“ M r. IV E S . That is correct. 
That is de fin ite ly  the in te n t of 
the amendment. N o th in g  stands 
in the way o f such action by the 
A tto rney General or the Board.”

Isn ’t th a t clear? A ny tim e they 
w an t to  na il the A F L  o r any o f 
its  a ffilia te s  as “ com m un is t-in ­
f iltra te d ”  they can go ahead. The 
Ives amendment won’t  stop them. 
Ives said so h im se lf, m  precise 
and unm istakable words.

W ould i t  be hard to find the 
A F L  to be “ C o m m u n is t- in filtra t- 
ed” ? M cC arthy has found the 
E isenhower adm in is tra tion , the 
State Departm ent, the Army; 
•‘com m u n is t-in filtra ted .”  A n y  time, 
the em ployers g ive the signa l fo r  
such action, i t  would be ch ild ’s 
p lay fo r  the Subversive A c tiv it ie s  
Contro l Board, w ith  the aid o f a 
couple o f pro fessional in fo rm ers, 
lo find the A F L  “ com m unis t-in ­
f iltra te d .”

Labor’s D a ily , A F L  T ypo­
graph ica l Union paper doesn't go 
in fo r  the vapid self-dedeption o f 
the A F L  leaders. I t  says in an 
Aug. 26 headline: “ Unions A re  
Real Target, o f Law .”  And it  cites 
E isenhower’s emphasis on tha t 
part o f the law  specifica lly design­
ed lo  create, as Eisenhower said, 
“ a new category en titled  ‘com­
m u n is t- in filtra te d  organ iza tions’ ”

T ha t means unions as such. And 
i t  can mean the destruction o f all 
unions unless they get together 
and organize a fin ish f ig h t to 
n u ll i fy  th is  la tes t an ti- la b o r law.

(See e d ito r ia l on P. 3.)

jin e  ’em,”  he has p u b lic ly  in  
dicated th a t the IL A , now being 
le ga lly  ce rtified , could secure an 
A F L  cha rte r fro m  the Teamsters. 
IL A  leaders are som ething less 
than enthusiastic over Beck’s 
o ffe r.

In  fac t i f  there is to be any 
a ffilia tio n  by the IL A , i t  would 
most lik e ly  be w ith  the U n ited 
M ine W orkers o f John L . Lew is 
I t  was the U M W  th a t stood by 
the IL A  w ith  financia l assistance 
du rin g  th is  past rough year. The 
main obstacle in  the w ay o f such 
an a lliance has been the probable 
legal challenge to the IL A  th a t 
would have fo llow ed because 
John L. Lew is has not signed the 
T a f t - I ia r t le y  a ff id a v it. Such a 
challenge m ig h t have succeeded 
in  keeping the IL A  o f f  the N L R B  
ba llo t and given the A F L  a 
v ic to ry  by de fau lt.

T he  New Y o rk  dockers have 
been w ith o u t a con tract fo r  a year. 
The shippers have u tilized  the 
gangup aga inst the IL A  to keep 
the men w o rk in g  under the old 
conditions even though longshore­
men up and down the eastern sea­
board and the g u lf  coast secured 
a package increase o f 13 cents 
la s t year. IL A  leaders are 
dem anding th a t wage increases be 
made re troac tive . T h is  demand 
w i l l  meet w ith  s t i f f  resistance 
from  the shippers who would like  
to m ark the la s t yea r’s s trugg le  
as a p ro fitab le  one.

Buffalo Westinghouse Local 
Retreats Under Pressure

BUFFALO, Aug. 29 — Last Wednesday the stewards 
council of Local 1581, IUE-CIO, overwhelmingly passed a 
motion to publicize fully the case of Diantha Hoag, who 
was fired  fro m  the B u ffa lo ® -------------------------------------------*----------
W estinghouse p la n t fo r  invok in g  
the  F irs t  and F if th  Amendments 
when questioned by S enator M c­
C a rth y  concern ing Com m unist 
P a rty  membership and ac tiv ities .

The un ion ’s f irs t  p u b lic ity  on 
the  case e a rlie r in  the week was 
a m iserable le a fle t consisting 
p r im a r ily  o f the com pany’s s ta te ­
m ent, w h ich the union did not 
even answer. B y passing th is  
m otion, the stewards showed they 
recognized the need fo r  a much 
s tronger f ig h t in  D ian tha  H oag ’s 
beha lf than the local a d m in is tra ­
tion  had been w aging.

The op in ion o f the m a jo r ity  o f 
stewards present was best ex­
pressed by A n thony M arino, an 
independent m ilita n t who is in 
no w ay connected w ith  D iantha 
Hoag. The local did not have to 
endorse her alleged po litica l 
views, he said, but i t  was neces­
sary to defend her as a steward 
and as a union member to the 
fu lle s t extent. I t  was then decided 
to prepare a s trong statem ent on 
(he case and publish it  in  the 
local’s o ff ic ia l paper.

N O T P R IN T E D
The statem ent, according to 

re liab le  in fo rm a tio n , was a r in g ­
in g  in d ic tm en t o f the company, 
both fo r  its  a rb itra ry  action in 
the Hoag case and fo r  its  crim es 
in the past. B u t i t  was no t 
p rin ted . Instead a t im id  a rtic le  
was published, im p ly in g  th a t the 
stewards council had some u lte r io r  
m otive in s in g lin g  ou t th is  f ir in g  
fo r  some so rt o f special t re a t­
ment. Sources close to the ex­
ecutive hoard indica te th a t pres­
sure fro m  top un ion leaders, 
fe a rfu l o f seeming too “ rad ica l,”  
was responsible fo r  th is  change.

The loca l’s reg u la r membership 
m eeting, exceptiona lly  w e ll a t­
tended, was held today. Here was 
the op p o rtu n ity  to  re a ffirm  the 
desire o f the stewards and the 
more m ilita n t members fo r  a 
s trong  fig h t on th is  key issue. 
B u t just, the opposite occurred, 
ar.d a step backward was taken 
by Local 1581. N o t on ly  were the

stewards’ c ritic ism s  o f the lack 
o f union p u b lic ity  on the Hoag 
case rejected, but a m otion was 
passed which would compel a ll 
stewards to  s ign  the so-called 
non-Com m unist a ffid a v its  which 
IU E -C IO  executive board mem­
bers already sign’.

IN T IM ID A T E D
T h is  m otion, made by a member 

w ith  no prestige  in  the local, 
could under o rd in a ry  c ircu m ­
stances have been defeated. B u t 
a sm all band o f professional red- 
ba iters, q u ie tly  aided and abetted 
by the top leadership, leaped a t 
th is  sudden o p po rtu n ity , w h ile  the 
less outspoken members and 
some o f the  m ilde r m ilita n ts  were 
cowed by the fre n z y  o f th e ir  
a ttack. In  addition, the presence 
o f reporters fro m  the reactionary  
B u ffa lo  press helped to in tim ida te  
many who would have taken the 
f lo o r  b u t feared red b a itin g  
pub lic ity .

I t  m ust be born in  m ind, how ­
ever, th a t Local 1581 did  a t least 
exhaust the grievance procedure 
in  the case o f D ian tha  Hoag, 
even though the f ig h t was no t as 
s trong  as the m il ita n t  elements 
wanted i t  to  be. In  add ition , the 
union rem ains on record to defend 
any o f its  members who are 
v ic tim ized  by m anagem ent fo r  
stand ing on th e ir  con s titu tion a l 
lig h ts  when questioned by con­
gressional w itch  hunters, and 
there is no present sentim ent in 
the p la n t fa v o rin g  the reac­
tio n a ry  General E le c tr ic  fo rm u la  
( w h i c h  would au tom a tica lly  
suspend a ll who invoked the B il l 
o f R ig h ts ).

Thus ends another round in  the 
s trugg le  against M cC arthy ism  in 
(he B u ffa lo  W estinghouse plant. 
I t  has been a round tha t must 
be scored heavily  against the 
workers. B ut they have an ex­
cellent . tra d itio n  o f years o f 
s trugg le  against the corpora tion 
and deep and as yet untapped 
reserves o f m ilita n cy , which 
progressives in the union are hard 
a t w o rk  to  b r in g  out.

repaired i t  and moved in w ith  
his w ife  and fo u r  ch ildren. 
Crowds incited by w h ite  suprem ­
acists smashed up the house and 
forced the C larks to  move out.

“ The acts o f te rro r ism  and 
vandalism  aga inst W ile y  C la rk  
and his fa m ily  p o in t up a ten­
dency tow a rd  hardening o f the 
lines o f segregation in P h ilade l­
ph ia ,”  Chester said. “ T h is  p ro ­
cess can on ly w o rk  tow a rd  a 
long term  worsen ing o f the re ­
la tions between rac ia l groups in  
the area.”

As a candidate o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  (whose b a llo t 
designation in th is , sta te  is M il­
ita n t W orkers  P a r ty ) ,  Chester is 
an active opponent o f  J im  Crow 
in any fo rm  and a defender o f 
the r ig h t  o f a ll persons to live  
anywhere in homes o f th e ir  own 
choosing, w ith o u t fe a r o f d is­
c rim in a tio n  o r in tim id a tio n .

“ The C la rk  case is a d irec t 
th re a t to th is  r ig h t , ”  he warned. 
“ I t  endangers the whole fig h t 
fo r  e q ua lity  and represents the 
m ost f la g ra n t a ttack  aga inst the 
N egro people o f P h iladelph ia  in  
m any years.”

Chester then outlined his p ro ­
g ram  fo r  m eeting th is  new a t­
tack on the N egro  people:

STEPS PROPOSED
“ The f ir s t  step is to rep a ir the 

damage to  the C la rk  home, and 
to see to i t  th a t M r. C la rk  and 
his fa m ily  are pe rm itted  to re ­
tu rn  in safety.

“ The second step is to see th a t 
no rep e titio n  o f the violence and 
th rea ts  takes place. To th is  end 
it is necessary to fo rm  a broad 
defense organ iza tion  composed 
o f M r. G lark 's  friends as w e ll as 
representatives o f the unions, 
the N A A C P  and o ther o rgan iza­
tions.”

Past experience, Chester said, 
has indicated th a t “ i t  is  no t pos­
sib le to depend on the police and 
pub lic  o ff ic ia ls  to  safeguard the 
C la rk  fa m ily  perm anently. T h is  
is the job  o f those d ire c tly  con­
cerned in  sa feguard ing  equal 
r ig h ts .

FOR IN S T A N T  D E F E N S E
“ Once the C larks are back in  

th e ir  home, the jo b  fo r  such a 
defense organ iza tion  w i l l  be to 
c a rry  out an educational cam­
pa ign in the neighborhood to  
convince the residents th a t any 
fu r th e r  incidents would on ly  be 
a d e trim en t to themselves and to  
a ll w o rk in g  people, w h ite  and 
N egro a like. A t  the same tim e 
the defense organ iza tion  m ust be 
ready to  come to C la rk ’s aid in ­
s ta n tly , should th a t be necessary.

“ I  and the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  stand ready to cooperate 
w ith  a ll o ther o rgan iza tions in  
any such steps tow ard b r in g in g  
jus tice  and freedom fro m  fea r 
to C la rk  and his fa m ily .

Chester prom ised to make the 
C la rk  case an ou ts tand ing issue 
th roughou t his cu rre n t campaign 
fo r  Congress.

Our Readers Take the Floor
Liberals Blamed 
For Repression
E d ito r:

I  was glad to see th a t the 
M il ita n t  had the good sense no t to 
re fe r to the Dem ocratic congress­
men responsible fo r  the Com­
m un is t P a r ty  ou tlaw  b ill as 
libe ra ls  in  quotes. Maybe some 
o f the fo llow e rs  o f H um phrey 
and Co. do no t re lish  it ,  but 
th a t’s o ffic ia l libe ra lism  today, 
and there  is no usel p u ttin g  
quota tion  m arks around i t  as i f  
to im p ly  th a t there is some other 
k ind  o f libe ra lism  in  business 
today. There ’s on ly  one k ind  o f 
libe ra lism  th a t has any s treng th  
in  th is  coun try  today, and th a t ’s 
the libe ra lism  th a t blazed the 
path fo r  the Com m unist C ontro l 
A c t o f 1954, and m any o ther 
repressive measures before it .

D. H.
New Y ork  C ity

Four Were Victims 
As Well as Killers
E d ito r :

The k illed  and to rtu re d  v ic tim s 
o f the rage o f fo u r  B rook lyn  
teen-agers depict the problem  o f 
Am erican youth in  its  m ost g la r ­
in g  fo rm .

These ho rrib le  acts o f violence 
cannot be blamed on the parents 
o f the boys. The fo u r  boys struck 
out. w ith  a b lind  and insane fu ry  
against a c a p ita lis t w o rld  they 
never made b u t which had 
fashioned th e ir  m inds in the 
im age o f its  own g lo rifie d  evils.

The fo u r B rooklyn  boys, com ing 
from  “ no rm a l”  fam ilies , reacted 
w ith  madness and despair instead 
o f consciousness and organized 
s trugg le . They com m itted  acts o f

senseless and unbelievable v io ­
lence. B u t they themselves were 
v ic tim s  before they produced new 
v ic tim s.

They were v ic tim s  o f a cap ita l­
is t society w h ich g lo rifie s  w ar, 
b ru ta lity  and c rue lty . T h is  society 
had tw is ted  and sickened th e ir  
m inds since the day they were 
bom .

Is i t  any wonder th a t ju s t as 
physical m onstrosities were born 
as a resu lt o f  the atom ic m urder 
o f H irosh im a and N agasaki, so 
m ental and em otional m on­
s tros ities appear among the youth 
o f a society poisoned by the 
atm osphere o f senile and c o rru p t 
cap ita lism ?

M anny Stone 
New Y o rk  C ity

We Have to Know 
What Women Want
F.ditor:

The beginnings o f a discussion 
do no t always indicate d ifferences 
which la te r develop in  a m ore 
precise fo rm . Jack Bustelo in his 
a rtic le  on cosmetics, and in his 
answer to Louise M anning, now 
shows more c le a rly  w h a t the 
problem is.

In  our approach to  the women, 
we have to avoid sectarianism  
ju s t  as we do in  any o the r field 
o f our a c tiv ity . I t  would be well 
no t to fa ll in to  the same tra p  as 
the T h ird  Period S ta lin is ts , when 
th e ir  sectarian ism  led them to 
sco ff a t the e x is ting  standards 
and made them  the object o f 
r id icu le  by the masses.

I t  is a serious m istake to 
counterpose our own standards o f 
w h a t is a ttra c tiv e  to the demands 
o f the masses o f women. W e are 
no t discussing w ha t these stand­

ards were in p r im it iv e  society, 
or whaat they w il l  be under social 
ism, o r w h a t we th in k  they should 
be now. As a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , 
we have to know  w hat the women 
w a n t today, since these desires 
stem from  standards w h ich they 
have to  meet con s tan tly  in  a ll 
th e ir  ac tiv ities . W e cannot bypass 
these by saying they are not 
im p o rtan t, and th a t we should 
look fo r  more perm anent values 
in the pe rsona lity  o f the women. 
^  The women w ant good clothes. 
They w a n t to go to .the beauty 
p a rlo r fo r  perm anents and ha ir 
cuts. They need tim e and money 
fo r  these th ings. The concept 
th a t a woman should be satisfied 
w ith  i l l  f it t in g , poor q u a lity  c lo th ­
ing, o r th a t her h a ir  and makeup 
do no t m a tte r because there  are 
more im p o rta n t th ings is fostered 
by the w ea lthy , no t fo r  th e ir  own 
consum ption, b u t to  make the 
w o rk in g  class woman bear her 
lo t  more cheerfu lly . We have to  
cu t th rough a ll tha t. O f course 
these standards are bourgeois 
standards, bu t the y  are the norms 
the women have to meet. No one 
knows y e t w h a t standards under 
socialism w il l  be. W ha t r ig h t  do 
we have to say to  the  women, 
“ A ll these th in gs  w h ich the 
w e a lth y  have are no t necessary 
fo r  you” ?

I f  the women w a n t these th ings, 
they should have them , and we 
have to support them in  th e ir  
s tru g g le  to ge t them. T h is  s tru g ­
gle is more than ju s t  a super­
fic ia l f ig h t to  look be tte r. I t  is 
p a rt o f the s tru g g le  o f the women 
to emancipate themselves fro m  
Hie status o f household drudges,, 
and to acquire an in d iv id u a lity  
o f th e ir  own.

Society is  w e a lth y  enough to 
g ra n t these m a te ria l fac to rs  to 
the women, b u t they w i l l  have

to conduct a revo lu tiona ry  s tru g ­
gle  to ge t them. A fte rw a rd s , 
under socialism , whefl new needs 
and new' desires arise, they m ay 
disgard w hat they are seeking to ­
day, bu t le t us not substitu te  the 
society o f  the fu tu re  fo r  the 
needs o f today.

Sam Stern
Los Angeles, C a lif.

"Determined to 
Build a Vanguard
E d ito r:

»

1 have been fo rtu n a te  enough to 
read a copy o f the M il ita n t  and 
m ust say I  am impressed no t a 
li t t le .  I  would like  to be a re g u la r 
reader.

I f  you don’t  m ind, I  beg to  ap­
proach you on a m a tte r o f the 
•greatest im portance to m y few  
friends  and I.  As v ic tim s  o f 
co lon ia lism  and slavery who be­
lieve, and have fa ith ,  in  the in ­
te rna tion a l o rgan iza tion  o f w o rk ­
ers and peasants, we are de ter­
mined to bu ild  a vanguard fo r  
the em ancipation o f w orkers and 
peasants o f ou r cou n try  fro m  
economic servitude.

To build  a solid house one needs, 
f ir s t  and forem ost, the fo llo w in g  
th in g s : (a ) Conviction, (b ) de ter­
m ination , (e ))  fa ith  in  one’s se lf 
and (d ) m ate ria ls  fo r  solid 
foundation . W e have a, b and c 
bu t no t d, w’hic'h is v e ry  im ­
po rtan t, To bu ild  th is  vanguard 
we ourselves should be p o li­
t ic a lly  and ideo log ica lly  sound.

We w'ant you to help us to  
learn M a rx ’s ph ilosophy and so­
c ia lis t p o lit ic a l economy and ■ to  
bu ild  a lib ra ry .

As you m ust have made ou t 
fro m  m y le tte r, I  am an A fr ic a n .

A . R. 
England

Notes from the News


