New H-Bomb Gas Threaten World Destruction

Socialism Seen

Only Alternative

To Annihilation

By Joseph Keller
Which would you rather have? Socialism, with a high
standard of living for all, educational and cultural op-
portunities, racial equality, permanent security and peace?

Or death by atomic radiation
and deadly merve gas for you,
vour wife and children, mother
and father, brothers and sisters?

That's the choice we face to-
day.

If you think the “right” of a
handful of capitalist billionaires
to make profits from the ex-
ploitation of human labor and
to control the means of produc-
tion for their own personal ben-
efit is more sacred than any-
thing else, then you're for wip-
ing out the human race.

Fer thal's what capitalism —
the private profit system of class
privilege — is preparing to do.
That’s what Wall Street is ABLE
to do with the new H-bomb and
the new G-gas revealed within
the past two weeks.

AN “ATOMIC DEVICE”

On March 1, the Atomic En-
ergy Commission told us that an
“atomic device' had just been
exploded in the mid-Pacific, “the
first in a series of tests.” Ten
days later, the AEC disclosed
that 28 American technicians
and 236 inhabitants of the Mar-
shall Islands, at what was con-
sidered to be a safe distance
from the Bikini atomic test area,
“were unexpectedly exposed to
some radiation” but had suffered
no burns.

Then on March 16, an Asso-
ciated Press dispatch from To-
kyo disclosed that a Japanese
fishing boat had returned to port
with a crew of 23 men covered
with radiation burns received
when “snow-white ashes” fell on
them 90 minutes after the March
1 “atomic dewice” had been set
off and 80 miles from the site
of the explosion. But this revel-
ation of & weapon effective at
80 miles distance was only the
beginning.

On March 17, “Congressional
gsources” disclosed that the *‘de-
vice” that had hurled its shower
of radioactive poison 80 miles
was a new thermonuclear hydro-
gen bomb with a destructive'pow-
er equivalent to 12,000,000 to 14,-
000,000 tons of TVT This is 600
to 750 times as powerful as Tru-
man'’s bomb that blasted Hiro-
chima in August 1945 and caused
a quarter of a million casualties,

The March 1 “atomic¢ deviee"
actually shook Kwajalein Island,
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This » e -
“old-fashioned” A-bomb of the
type that wiped out Hiroshima
in 1945, The H-bomb that was
set off in U.S. tests at Bikini
on March 1 was 600 to 750 times

as powerful as the A-bomb,
spread radiation 1600 miles.

ful as the first hydrogen ‘de-
vice” set off at Eniwotek, Nov.
1, 1952. The latter, it was re-
vealed by Congressman W. Ster-
ling Cole (R., N.Y.), chairman
of the joint Congressional atomic
energy committee, “completely
obliterated the test island” and
“tore a cavity in the floor of
the ocean — a crater a full mile
in diameter and 175 feet in depth
.. ." Such a bomb, if exploded
over a city, would cause “an
area of complete devastation —
using the word complcte in its
most precise meaning — six miles
in diameter” and a damage area
“covering 300 square miles.”

But the second, the March 1,
“device,” it has now finally come
out, was not only several times
as powerful as the first, but
spread its dangerous radiation
to a distance of — 1,800 miles.
That's right. For on March 22,
scientists at Kyoto University in

176 miles away. It was said to
be three té four times as pmvcr-l

Japan revealed that on March 3
(Continned on page 4)

Anti-McCarthy
Campaign News

By Myra Tanner

The ups and down of Mec-
Carthy's career in government will
not obviate the necessity to mobil-
ize the American people for an
anti-fascist struggle. The liberals
will learn all too soon that their
premature cries of viclory against
this menace were only hollow
expressicns of wishful-thinking.
It will take more than a frown
from Eisénhower to stop the
spread of .\lcCurlh.yism.

In the developing cconomic
erisis Bigp PBusiness means to
smash the labor movement. To

accomplish this, the capitalists
will make u three-pronged attack:
a barrage of anti-labor legisla-
tion, a smokesereen of witeh-
hunting hysteria and mobilization
of fascist gangs to pit against
the organized workers movement.
The only serious struggle
against fascism is  that which
aims to rouse the labor movement
to action, And that is why the
present anti-fascist campaign of
the Socialist Workers Party is so
important. At present we are
trying to get the party on the
ballot in Michigan and Penn-
eylvania. The success of both
these cofforts will provide us
with an opportunity to present
our full anti-fascigt, program to
the working class in the election
campaign this fall. We shall reach
many hundreds of thousands who
are looking for a solution to the
growing problems of unemploy-
ment and the fasecist danger.
The Detroit branch still leads
in the 14,000 Fund Drive. Newark
nosed ahead of Buffalo for second
pl ace with 35% of its quota in,
These three branches arc all ahead

(Continued on page 2)

MURRY WEISS
Tour Schedule

Oakland, San
March 26-29
Los Angeles: March 31

Francisco;

Milwaukee,
Twin Cities
Greet Weiss

Murry Weiss, National Com-
mittee member of the Socialist
Workers Party, now on a coast-
to-coast anti-McCarthy speaking
tour, received a warm welcome
from anti-McCarthyites in the
fascist Senator's home state of
Wisconsin.

Addressing a well - attended
meeting in Milwaukee, March 10,
Weiss congratulated the lowl
SWP branch on its vigorous anti-
McCarthy activities and its plan
to help launch a recall movement
against America’s would-be Hi-
tler. Such a petition drive was
vecently initiated by the Sauk
City Prairie IStar, whose editor
reports an extremely gratifying
response throughout the state.

On March 16, Weiss spoke at
the Socialist Workers Party head-
quarters in Minneapolis, The
meeting was attended by over
a hundred workers. students and
housewives.

Lively interest was nxpxessed
by the inter-racial audience in a
question and discussion period
that lasted for almost an hour,
The enthusiastic spirit of those
present was indicated by their
contribution of $90 to the SWP’s
anti-McCarthy fighting fund.

The hall was bannered all
around with anti-fascist slogans,
which read, “The Fascist Menace
is Real — Stop McCarthyism!”
and “Joe McCarthy — America's
Hitler on the Make!” A special
drawing by Laura Gray, Militant
cartoonist, showed Weiss throw-
ing a punch at the fascist Sen-
‘Ul'.

IFollowing the meeting, a8 so-
cial hour of dancing and refresh-
ments was held. Many of the
workers and students who were
attending their first socialist
meeting stayed for further dis-
cussion with the speaker.

Of special interest to Twin
Cities workers, with their famed
militant tradition, was the Se-
cialist Workers Party demand
for the convening of a Congress

New York: April 29

of Labor to smash McCarthyism.

Build a Labor Party Now!

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

THE MILITANT

Vol. XVIII - No. 13

oo 267

NEW YORK, M. Y.,

MONDAY.

MARCH 29, 1954

PRICE: 10 CENTS

Fascist Senator Moves
[oward Counter-Attack

By Joseph Hansen
When Eisenhower took time out.between golf games
to level a heavy frown at the methods of McCarthy, a wave

of hope swept the liberals that this meant the begmmng '

of the end for the fascist dema- ¥
gogue, Bit McCarthy refused to
oblige either Eisenhower or the
liberals by curling up dead from
the shame of it all. Instead he
went to work with a meat axe.

His instant vreaction to the
charge of the Army Brass that
he and his attorney Cohn sought
special privileges for their crony
Schine, was to ery, “Blackmail!”

And while the Republican and
Democratic opposition gasped at
the audacity of the counter-
charge and congratulated them-
selves on how this time McCar-
thy had really overreached him-
self and played right into their
hands, the Wisconsin pupil of
Hitler set out to counteract the
intended setback and if possible
convert it to his advantage.

The c¢ry of “blackmail” aas
aimed at astonishing, bedazzling
and scaring his Democratic and
Republican foes, (“My God, what
if his -charge of blackmail is
true ?”) Before these heroes could
recover their wits, MecCarthy
swung his meat axe again. A
“secret witness” was ready to
back him up, he said.

Then he took to his oil com-
pany plane to make a series of
personal appearances in key
areas. His foes interpreted this
as running from the fight. They
thereby simply revealed their
own stupidity.

REASSURES FOLLOWERS

McCarthy was concerned about
his basis of support, which lies
outside the regular political ma-
chines. His first problem was to
reassure his followers, hearten
them, demonstrate in action that
in this crisis they could depend
on him to stand up and fight.
In return he asked them to put
the heat on any members of his
Senate Investigations subcommit-
tee who might “desert” him in
the weeks ahead.

To demonstrate his {fighting
capacity under fire and there-
fore again justify the confidence
that his fascist-minded followers
place in him, McCarthy shook
Eisenhower by the scruff of the
neck before his audiences: ‘I
don't give a tinker’s damn” about
criticism of “methods” no mat-
ter “how high or how low” the
crities in either party. (Chicago,
March 17.) Dircetly referring to

Eisenhower, “I wil] not be a rubo
ber stamp.” (Chicago, March 18.)
To the wild applause of his de-
luded followers, he rose from “a
sickbed" in Milwaukee March 19
to level a 20-count indictment
for “criminal stupidity — or, at
worst, treason” against the De-
mocrats., This speech was also
aimed at softening up his op-
position in the Republican Par-
ty, a design that was nol with-
out results as we shall sece,
On March 20, still advertised
as “sick,” he spoke in Oklahoma
City, promising a personal “ex-
posure” of “Communist infiltra-
tion” of the press, radio and
television. Here he appealed to
his following among the Demo-
crats, voicing his regret that
their party was not in the hands

Jim Crow Secnators George of
Georgia, Byrd of Virginia, Sten-
nis of Mississippi and his own
counter-part. in the Democratic
Party McCarran of Nevada.
Back in Washington on March
21 he made the headlines with
the novel proposal that the lie-
detector be used on all witnesses
in the investigation of the dis-
Conninved an Puge 2)

Texas Legislators
Consider Death
For ‘Communists’

The State Legislature of
Texas is considering a new
law providing the death penal-
ty for “communists” and all
others “no matter under what
name” who are deemed to
seek the “forcible overthrow”
of the State or Federal Gov-
ernment.

First proposed by Gov. Shi-
vers, the measure was intro-
duced in a special session
March 16.

Consideration of such a law
in a state where unionism and
opposition to Jim Crow is
equated by the McCarthy-lov-
ing ¢il and cattle barons to
“‘communism” foreshadows the
gas-chamber and concentra-
tion - camp future that will
darken all of America if Mc-
Carthyism conquers power.

of such “pillars of strength” as]""

OP Goes Easy on McCarthy
To Gain Aid in '54 Electlon
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gone on
work week with no loss of take-
home pay. Delegates to the annual
convention’ of the Pennsylvania
CIO voted unanimously in Pitts-
burgh on March 18 to urge that
its affiliated unions secek to in-
corporate into new contracts thig
year a six-hour day, 30-hour
week “with no reduction in pay.”

A similar program for combat-
ting growing mass unemploy-
ment has received wide publicity
in recent months under the slogan
of the *“30-bour week for 40
hours’ pay" as advanced by lead-
ing locals of the CIO United Au-
tomobile Workers, like Ford Lo-
cal 600 and Flint Chevrolet 6569.

The 1,200 Pennsylvania CIO
delegates stated in their resolu-
tion that some economists now
put unemployment at “the alarm-
ing figure of five million.” They
added:

“Workers are faced with the
immediate problem of unemploy-
ment. because they are producing
more and more goods, but are
able to buy less of what they

Another major union body has'
record. for the shorter|

trade union
the first to

the
be

produce
movement will

bear the brunt of attack in the
drive for speed-up and wage
cuts.”

Delegates from numerous stecl
locals played a prominent part
in the convention and in the en-
actment of the shorter work-
week resolution. Earlier in the
convention, CIO and United Au-
tomobile Workers President Wal-
ter Reuther had spoken without
reference to the six - hour day.
Steelwerkers’ President David 1.
Me¢Donald had made a vague re-
mark about the possibility of hav«
ing to raise the six-hour day slo-
gan sometime in the future, but
has not raised this as an issue
for contract negotiations of his
own union this spring.

The spread of the “30 for 40"
idea in the CIO auto workers is
indicated by the resolution adopt-
ed by the Trim Shop Unit of
Dodge Main Local 3 and pub-
lished in the Dodge Main News,
March 13, The Trim Shop is the
largest in the Dodge Main plant.
It is now down to 1,600 workers

PA. CIO URGES AFFILIATES TO SEEK
SIX-HOUR DAY CONTRACTS THIS YEAR

from a work force of 5,000. Some
20,000 members of the entire lo-
cal have been laid off.

Stating that “all indications
point 1o a worsening of the sit-
uation” and that “in the face
of mass unemployment the Dodge
Main management continues the
vicious speed-up drive,” the re-
golution calls for “Fighting for
30 HOUR WORK WEEK—WITH
40 HOURS' PAY NOW, as an
immediate means of creating
more jobs." (Original Emphasis).

The resolution further calls on
Local 3 to "take the leadership”
in organizing “a cavalcade of un-
employed on Lansing to demand
(1) $60 per week unemployment
benefits. (2) Extension of the 20-
week benefit period to 52 weeks.
(3) Tmmediate moratorium on
all debts and installment loans
for the unemployed.”

Another feature of what the
Dodge Main News calls a “fight-
ing resolution’” is the Trim Shop
Unit proposal for “Organizing
Counciis of Unemployed on a
neighborhood basis, to aid our
brothers in distress.”

Business Forecasters

By Art Preis

Spring has officially sprung,
but the economic climate grows
harsher, "There is a growing con-
viction that the way out of the
recession may not be so rapid as
has been predicted,” says husi-
ness columnist Herbert Koshetz
in the March 21 N.Y, Times, “It
would appear . .. that the nadir
(lowest point) has not been reach-
ed and the prospects of a rever-

sal, which many economists held i
would occur in midyear, is some-

what more remote.”

Administration spokesmen, like
Secretary of Commerce Sinelair
Weeks on March 22, continue to
rattie like dry seeds in a hollow
gourd about the U.S. economy
being “in excellent shape.” But
business publications devoted to
telling the capitalists the real
score talk differently. The March
20 Business Week affirms:

“It's not a bad recession in
comparison with, say, 1937-38.”

The comparison, you see, is no
longey with the “Truman reces-
sion” of 1949, which has been

surpassed, but with the so-called
"Roosevelt. depression.” After a
slow four-year rise from the
1928-33 low of 14 million unem-
ployed to 8% million by August
1937, the economy dropped two-
thirds of the way back in seven
months. Of the current down-
slide, which bears comparison
with the above cited second most
precipitate decline in U.S, history,
Business Week adds;

“On the figures now available
s hard to see any promise of
a strong uopturn, short of a vig-
orous program of government in-
tervention.. Capital spending is
drifting down. And unemploy-
ment is rising."”

We have better indicators of
the unemployment situation than
the Department of Commerce’s
phonied-up figure of 3,671,000
jobless in February. The Labor
Department’s ‘Bureau of Employ-
ment Sccurity has revealed that
unemployment continued to rise
in March, contrary to the normal
seasonal trend of other years,

tion's major industrial areas.”

In its March 20 report, based
on data gathered as late as the
previous weck, the BES deseribed
the spread of mass unemploy-
ment from the auto, farm equip-
ment, aircraft and household ap-
pliance fields to a “wide range
of Aindustries,” such as steel, tex-
tiles, shipbuilding, electronics and
electrical equipment.

This report dépicts a general-
ized depression, rather than the
“spotty” picture spoken of until
recently.

Particularly significant is the
affirmation that 85% of the
couniry’s major labor areas now
have what the BES describes as
“labor surpluses.”

JOBLESS CLAIMS RISE

The bureau increased its list
of “moderate labor surplus arcas™”
from 79 in mid-January to 95 in
mid-March. Its “substantial sur-
plus areas” — with 6% or more
of their labor force unemployed
—rose jn the same period from

and that by mid-March it “was

being felt in almost all the na-

20 to 34, or double the number

of a year ago.

dmit No

A “bopeful sign” was somehow
seen in the “trend” toward a “de-
cline in the rate of increase’ of
the number of weekly new ap-
plications for unemployment ¢om-
pensation. Such new claims are
continuing at the rate of over
300,000 a week, but it was 310,-
600 for the week ending March
13 compared to 318,872 on March
6.

Thus, Business Week concedes
that “the decline can no longer
be explained entirely by business-
men's efforts to trim down their
inventories.” It “has now spread
to the consumer side of the econ-
omy. No matter how you read
them, the figures ghow thaf con-
sumers intend to buy less in 1954
than they did in 1953."

A Federal Reserve Board sur-
vey, made in January and Feb-
ruary, discloses that 68% of
consumers plan to buy houses
this year compared to 8.89% lasi
year; 7.8 plan Lo buy new autos
comparcd Lo 9.0% a year ago;
and 26.8% have furniture and
major appliances buying in mind
compared to last year's 31.9%,

The decline in purchasing pow-
er, which Business Week sees as
a new factor, was emphasized
more than six months ago by
the Militant. Thus, in our Oct.
5 issue, an article, “Are We Head
ed Toward Slump?,” said flatly:
e . All the evidence goes to
show that the poor aren't going
to gel any richer in the period
ahecad. In fact, consumer income
is abready lagging far behind
production and is going to fall
still further to the rear . the
only question facing most of us
today . . . is how far and how
fast will consumer purchasing
power drop ?”

Business expenditures for ex-
pansion will not compensale for
this loss of consumer wmarkets.
The total of all such expenditures
is expected to drop 496 this year
from 1953, according to a March
17 Commerce Dept, and SEC joint
report. Railvoads will drop 247 ;
manufacturing, 7¢. Only com-
meveinl  and  misecilancous  wiil
rise 3%. This is “a category .sul-.
jeet to the sharpest degree

change,” admits Business Week.
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Liberals
Crowing

Too Soon

By George .Breitman

Some people who were steeped
in gloom and despair a couple of
weeks ago, because they thought
McCarthyism was unstoppable,
are now almost swooning with
delight, becanse they think “the
beginning of the end” has are
rived for McCarthy.

This new mood is best expres-
sed by Max Lerner, liberal col-
umnist of the N.Y. Post: “Now
the time is here when we can
say it with definiteness, Me-
Carthy and McCarthyism are
crumbling . . . He will not sur-
vive it (the Schine affair) po-
litically This is not the end
vet, Butl it ig the beginning of
the end . . . McCarthy has now
lost the power W terrify a whole
people. He is no longer an ‘as-
set’ to his parly, even in the
wildest ecalculations of his par-
tisans. He pgambled for total
power in a republic that has al-
ways rejected totalitarianism, and
he has lost his gamble. Let him
depart from the stage of our at-
tention, and take his little be-
draggled band with him.” (March
14).

Such optimism, in our opinion,
is as exaggerated, unrealistic and
unwarranted as the pessimism
that it temporarily replaces,

Even if McCarthy suffers a
genuine reversal in his present

battle over the Army — and it
is by no means sure that he
will — that will not end or even

begin to end MeCarthyism. Ler-
ner, who has often compared the
fascist Senator from Wisconsin
with Hitler, ought to know that
better than most of his readers,
HITLER'S REVERSES

Hitler too cxperienced many
ups and downs in his drive for
power. As late as November,
1932, he was defeated in the pre-
sidential election, his party los-
ing two million votes and one-
seventh of its seats in the Reich-
stag. The German Lerners went
wild with joy and predictions.
The Social Democrats brayed:
“Ten years ago we predicted the

bankruptey of National Social-
ism; it is written in black and

L

white in our paper!” On Jan,
21, 1933, one of its leaders wrote:
“We no longer perceive anything
but the odor of a rotting corpse.
Fascism definitely dead; it
will never rise again.”

But ten days later, or less than
three months after the election
in  which Hitler was defeated,
President Hindenburg appointed
Hitler chancellor and the Nazi
bloodbath began.

McCarthy has not yet suffered
an election defeal of any kind,
let alone the kind that Hitler
way able to recover from so
quickly.

IN JAIL TOO
Hitler knew even
than that. In the early years of
his movement he organized a
putsch which ended in disaster,

IS

worse days

and he was sentenced to five
years in  prigcon for trying to
overthrow the government. by
force and violence. When he

came out of prison, after serve
ing only 8% months, his move-
ment was demoralized, isolated,
reduced to literally a handful,
and —worst of all ignored
by the public. That was in 1024,
nine short years hefore he be-
came the head of the govern-
ment.

McCarthy not even faced
I with imprisonment in his present
dixpute; even now, when his pow-

is

er is supposed 1o he “crumbling,”
there i1sn't a single Democratic
| or Republican official in Wash«
‘mglun with the nerve to demand
(Continued on page 2)
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Notebook of an Agitator

Perspectives of American Fascism

The campaign of the Socialist Workers Party
against the ominous upsurge of McCarthyism,
and its charaeterization of the McCarthy move-
ment as American fascism in ineipient form, has
been misundersiood by some people who don't
want to think,.as well as by others who prefer
to misunderstand us in order to misrepresent s,

Up till now we have not heard any cogen!
arguments against our campaign and its motiva-
tion. The most we can make out so far are some
mutters and murmurs of dissent, to which we
will give a preliminary answer while our critics
and opponents are clearing their throats and
wetling up the nerve to speak more distinetly,

One of these muted criticisms appears in a
clouded sentence in one of the documents of the
Puablo faction, which Joe Hansen is taking apart
in serial articles in the Militant, Remarking that
the Socialist Workers Party has “sounded the
alarm on the fuascist danger in the United States”
— an accusation which cannot be denied — this
document repx‘e.-;em.s the campaign as a sign of
our “pessimism,” a conclusion which at the very
best can be characterized only as a misunder-
standing.

There i3 an obvious contradiction in ‘thiy
recognition of our campaign and the conclusion
drawn from it. The woods are full of pessimists
about the future of America in poneral, and
about the prospects of American fascism in
particular, but they are not organizing any
campaigns, It is not in the nature of pessimists
to do anything of that sort, Pessimism is mnot
merely a gloomy view of evils to come, but a
capitulatory reconciliation to them in advance.
The real pessimists are simply keeping quiet —
concerned to prolong their own grub-like
existence, and hoping to adapt themselves o
whatever comes by acquiescence and conformity.

The attitude of the SWP is the opposite of all
that. The character of a party is not indicated
by what it sees and points out but rather by
what it does about it. To accuse the SWP of
“sounding the alarm on the fascisy danger in
the U.S." is only to pay to the party the indirect
and unintended compliment of saying that it
calls for a struggle against the danger.
Pessimists don’t sound any alarms ar organize
any struggles. They just run for cover. Pessimist
is just another name for quitter and capitulator.

An “Exaggeration”?

Some other eritical murmurs we have heard,
which have not yet found their way into print,
represent our campaign as an “exaggeration”
of the fascist danger, and an apprehension of
its imminent vietory. That is another misunder-
standing. To sound the alarm against the danger
of fascism in the United States — and to state
frankly that its victory is possible — is by no
means to be taken as an admission that fas-
cism is already in power, or close to it. Neither
is it to be taken as a prophecy that fascism is
destined to conquer eventually.

That will be decided in the struggle. The aim
of our compaign is to “alarm" the labor move-
ment to the redlity of the danger, and from that,
to the necessity of orgamzmg the struggle on
the right basis while there is yet time. The
workers still have time to organize the counter-
movement, but they don’t have forever; and
the sooner they recognize the central realily of
the whole problem — that the issue will bhe
decided in struggle — the better chance they
will have to be the victors,

A fuseist movement does not arise from the
bad will of malicions demagogues. Neither is a
radicalized labor movement created by the
propaganda of revolutionists. Both are products
of the incurable crisis of capitalism, which
renders it unable to maintain a stable rule
through the old democratic forms. One way or
another — these forms must be changed.

The latent crisis, which has been. artificially
suppressed and disguised by war and military
expenditures, promises to break oot with
redoubled fury in the coming period. This wil
spell impoverishment and misery for tens of
millions of people, and it will gwenerate an
enormous discontent with the hopeless state of

affairs. The unfailing result will be a wide-

spread desire for a radical change.

This mass discontent and desire for a change
can take one of two forms, or both of them at
the same time,

The workers are the strongest power in
modern society, If they show a resolute will to
take hold of the situation and effect the
necessary revolutionary change, the millions of
desperate middle-clnss people — impoverished
farmers, bankrupt small businessmen and white
collar e¢lements — who have no independent
power of their own, will follow the workers and
support them in their strugele for power, This
was demonstrated in the Russian Revolution of
November, 1917,

On the other hand, if the workers, as a result
of inadequate or pusillanimous leadership, fulter
before their historical task, the allegiance of the
middle classes will rapidly shift to the support
of the fascists and lift them into power. This
alternative outcome of the social crisis was
demonstrated in Italy and Germany.

Who Will Win?

How will things go in this country ? The most
“optimistic” way to answer that question is to
tell the truth and to say once again: It will be
decided in a struggle, Experience of other coun-
tries has already shown that a fascist movement
and a movement of labor radicalization, which
arise in the first place from the same cause,
make their appearance at approximately the
same time. Butl they don't develop at the same
rate of speed. The “subjective” factor, the
factor of leadership, plays a big role here.

In Italy, and later in Germany, the movement
of labor radicalization had a big jump on fas-
cism at the start. In these two countries fascism
hegan to become a mass movement and a
formidable power only after the workers had
failed to carry through their revolution when
they had the chance — in 181921 in Italy, and
in Germany from 1918 1o 1923. The tumultuous
rise of the fascist movement in those two cases,
and its eventual victory, was the answer to the
workers' default and the penalty for it.

Here in the United States we sce a somewha:
different development of the two antagonistic
forces — fascism and workers’ radicalization —
and a different rate of speed in their develop-
ment. But these are only tentative manifesta-
tions which. are not yet by any means decisive.
The extraordinary thick-headedness of the labor
bureaucracy in this country, and the lack of a
revolutionary party with a base of mass sup-
port, have given incipient fascism the jump on
the labor movement.

A form of preventive fascism, of which Me-
Carthy is indubitably the chief representative,
has already got a head start and has widespread
ramifications of support, inside the governmental
apparatus as well as outside it. To recognize
that fact is not to conjure up imaginary dangers
bul simply to recognize the obvious realily of
the situation.

And this recognition of reality is the first

prerequisite for the organization of an effective
counter-movement. McCarthyism, as it appears
today, is undoubtedly an incipient fascist move-
ment, but that’s all it is. The beginnings of a
fascist movement aiming to take power in this
country, and fascism already in power, are no!
the same thing. Between the one and the other
lies a protracted period of struggle in which the
issue will be finally decided.
' Whoever recognizes that and “sounds the
alarm,” and thus helps to prepare the struggle
of Lthe workers, is doing what most.needs to be
done at the present time. Such a campaign is
by no means a manifestation of pessimism, but
the best antidote for it

Power is on the side of the workers, and all
the chances of vietory are in their favor. But
they will never gain the victory without the
most resolute struggle. The first condition for
that is an understanding of the irreconcilable
nature of the struggle and what it’s all about.
The fate of America, and thereby of all mankind
—- that's what it’s all about.

— James P, Cannon

By Fred Hart

Secretary of State Dulles, W all
Street's whip at the Inter-Am-
erican Conference at Caracas,
Venezuela, was described as re-
turning to Washington “with a
happy smile of triumph” and in
a “victory mood.” What had he
‘won -and against whom?

Dulles’  objective was nailed
precisely by Guillermo Toriello,
Foreigh Minister of, Guatemala,
the ¢« small Central American
country of three million people

boy ‘at the conference. The aim
of the Wall Street banker and
Siate Dopaxtmont head, said To-
riello, is “the policy of the big
stick and dollar diplomacy in La-
tin America” and the “interna-
tionalization of McCarthyism.”

F’('PORT McCARTHYISM

of the conference were indeed an
attempt by Dulles and the Eisen-
hower administration to project
McCarthyism on an international
scale. Thereby, Dulles hoped to
answer McCarthy's charge that
the State Department is “cod-
dling Communists” and to show
himself even better at McCar-
thyism than McCarthy.

On Dulles' insistence, the first
order of business al Caracas was
an “anti-Communist” resolution
drafted by the State Depart-
ment's delegates. For two solid
weeks Dulles and his aides threa-
tened and pounded the delegates
of the weaker countries until hé
lined up all but three — Mexico,
Argentina and Guatemala, The
conference adopted a resolution
that, in effect, gave advance ap-
proval to U.S. intervention in
any Latin American country
whose form of government and
economic - policies do not meel
with Washington's approval.

This resolution was couched
in the McCarthyite language of
“danti-communism.” [0t called on
all Western Hemisphere gcoun-
tries for '"necessary measures to
protect their political indepen-
dence against intervention of in-
ternational communism, acting in
the interest of an alien despot-
ism.”

As explained by N.Y, Times
correspondent Sam Pope Brewer,

©

that Dulles made his whipping

Both the. timing and emphasis| §

0]

Hits Wall Street Imperialism

Guatemalan foreign minister Guillermo Toriello (right)
confers with another delegate at the 10th Inter-American Con-
ference in Caracas that began March 1. Toriello stated the aim
of Wall Street monopolies is to impose “dollar diplomacy” o
Latin America through “internationalization of McCarthyism.”

defense against military attack,
It is directed at the internal po-
litiecs of Latin American coun-
tries — at “any control of an
American government by Com-
munistg,” which comes under the
héading of “‘an aggression which
is not an armed attack."

This “unarmed aggression” for-
mula for U.S. intervention in the
internal affairs of the Latin-Am-
erican  countries was originally
included in the Inter-American
pact signed at Rio de Janeiro
back in 1947. Why was another
Inter-American conference need-
ed for the exclusive purpose, so
far as Washington is concerned,
of reiterating a program long

this resolution is mnot aimed at

semi-colonial countries of Latin
America?

The conference and resolution
were designed to streds Wash-
ington's determination to bring
to heel, by direct intervention if
necessary, any country that fails
to line up with U.S, imperialism
and its world policy or that main-
tains a domestic policy in con-
flict with U.S. imperialist inter-
ests, It is aimed particularly at
countries like Bolivia which in
the recent period has introduced
land reform and nationalization
mearures that hit at U.S, inter-
ests which had long exploited
the Bolivian people.

Although the U.S. delegation

ago foisted on the colonial and

at Caracas made much of the

Guatemala situation, it is really
the Bolivian revolutionary devel-
opments that is U.S. imperial-
ism's gravest concern. Wall
Strect does not regard Stalinisty
influence in the Guatemala labor
movement as any real revolution-
avy threat. As Milton Bracker
wrote in the March 3 N.Y. Times,
the vegime of President Jacobo
Arbenz Gusman “is neither Com-
munist nor dominated by Com-
munists . . . The chances of n
Red coup arve regavded as most
unlikely . . . is a non-Communist
and not mecessarily democratic,
overturn originating in , . . ¢ir-
cles within the Army. The real
problem of communism in Gua-
temala is not a.Communist revolt
or seizure of Executive power.”
The Stalinist aim, affirms the
Times correspondent, is merely
“to heckle, goad, sting and con-
stantly harass the United States
"

n Bolivig, the Stalinists have
no -mportant influence in the
laborrmovemernit. The leadership
is constituted by far more left
elements, with genuinely revolu-
tionary -aspirations. The leading
wprkers party is the Trotskyist
POR which ‘has been fighting for
workers’ power and socialism.
The U.S. Tecognizes the revolu-
tiongyy ‘thredt in Bolivia and is

The Real Aim of the Caracas Conference

An article in the August 1952
International Oil Worker, organ
of the CIO Oil Workers Interna-
tional Union, vividly deseribed
the brutally anti-labor regime of
Venezuela, host of the Caracas
conference.

“Right on the doorsteps of the
United States,” wrote the oil un-
ion’s paper, “a vicious military
dictatorship is persecuting and
torturing our brother oil work-
ers . . . We refer to Venezuela,
where a military junta is carry-
ing on brutalities and tortures
which we doubt have been match-
ed in the 20th eentury except by
Hitler . Union leaders have
been tortured in bestial fashion
in the prisons of Caracas . ...
Venezuela is one of Wall Street's
richest colonies, We hecome sick
at the stomach when we think
of the fact that American oil
companies are in the midst of
the act in Venezuela.”

To cover up the stench of dic-
tatorships like that in Venezuela
lining up as the most cager sup-~
porters of Dulles’ resolution of
intervention, the conference pas-
sed another “human rights"” re-
solution. Even the cynical and
hypoeritical N. Y. Times felt im-
pelled to anticipate the sardonie
comment this would arouse by

exerting @ll pressure and in-
flauence to ‘beat it down. By com-
bined thredts and concessions, il
has rinduced the petty-bourgeois
Estenssoro .government to drive
the Trotskylst party into {llegal-
iy, .
McCarthyism in the United
States is aimed at smashing the
labor movement and destroying
the rights of Negroes, Jews and
other minorities. The “interna-
tionalization of McCarthyism,” as
reflected in the Caracas con-
ference, is aimed at smashing
all struggles of the Latin Amer-
ican peoples for economic and
social betterment, political free-
dom and release from the bonds
of foreign domination.

It was not by aceident that
the vilest dictatorship and mili-
tary regimes in the Western
Hemisphere, Cuba, Peru, the
Dominican  Republic, Colombia
and Venezuela, took the lead in
pushing the U.S. resolution on
“‘communism.”

admitting: *“It is anomalous to
see diclators like Perez Jimenez
of Venezuela, Trujillo of the
Dominican Republic, Somoza of
Nicarvagua and Odria of Peru
blithely signing & document Te-
cognizing such rights as free-
dom of speech, assembly, press
and freedom from arbitrary are
rest. . .

But it was no less an “anom-
aly”™ for the U.S., while railing
against “alien despotism,” to be
the single country to refuse to
vote for a resolution calling for
the complete elimination In the
Americas of colonies under Eue
ropean — British, French and
Dutch — rulership. And the U.S.
delegates had no words for the
“alien despotism™ in British Hon«
duras which on March 20 set up
an appointed dictatorship with
“wide emergency powers . . «
aimed al offsetting a possible
Leftist victory in the colony’s
forthcoming general election,” as

reported by Reuters.

(éontlnued from page 1)
pute between him and the Army
Brass.

His opponents responded to this
calculated barrage of charges, in-
sults and lies by hotly defending
themselves and trying to answer
with ridicule, like sheep bleating
indignantly at the encircling
movements of the wolf that even-
tually sets them milling into
frightened stampede.

Worse than this, they handed
the fascist senater a major con-
cession. They left the investiga-
tion of his relations with the
Army in the hands of his own
committee; that is, in McCarthy's
own competent hands.

By March 22, McCarthy was
ready to press from this new
vantage point, insisting on the
right to act not only as judge
but also as prosecuting attorney

against any witnesses assigned

to face his commitiee. The pros-
pect of cross-examination by
chief inguisitor McCarthy would
of course give these job-hungry,
career-minded bureaucrats strong
reason to pause and think it over
carefully before speaking up
against the most powerful witch
hunter in the country. Whether
he wins this brazen demand re-
mains to be seen.

Thus McCarthy's Democratic
and Republican opponents them-
selves helped the faseist senator
prepare his defense and jay the
basis for turning it into a coun-
ter-attack — even if at.the cost
of sacrificing the head of Cohn,
who has served McCarthy as a
foil against charges of anti-Sem-
itism.

MeceCarthy’s followers have now
been armed and prepared in the
breathing space granted the Wis-

consin demagogue. What they

LOS ANGELES
Anti-McCarthy

Meeting
MURRY WEISS
presents
A Fighting Program
Against McCarthyism
‘Chairman:
JAMES P. CANNON
Satarday, April 3, 8 P.M.

Embassy Auditoriam
839 S. Grand Ave., North Hall

Admission b0¢
Unemployed Free

Banguet in Honor of
Murry Weiss
Saturday, April 10
1702 E. 4th St.

For re:servations. eall
ANgeles 9-4953

Newark Fri. Night
Sociolist Forum

presénts a talk on
American Youth — Are
They Going Anywhere?

Speaker:
Joyce Cowley

Friday, April 2, at 8:30 P.M.
nt 32 Market Street
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his prosecution for his many
crimes.

It is true that MeCarthy is in
hot water, but the claim that he
“will not survive it politically”
overlooks two important facts.

This is not the first serious
scrape he has been in. As Wil-
liam 8. White writes in the
March 21 N.Y, Times, “For years
he has been like a man in an
old-time sérial movie, forever
hanging on a cliff or tied to a
tree at the conclusion of one
episode but over and over mira-
culously saved — the next week."

Actually, however, "“his almost
infinite capacity to rebound from
seeming disaster” is not some-
thing “miraculous” — it is due
to the nature of his opposition,
both Republican and Democratic.
“It is perhaps not wholly under-
stood outside Washington,” White
writes, “that even (now) . ..
there are far more Republicaps

|in Congress who want to ‘keep

Joe' than. Republicans who want
to let him go.”

Even the White House has not
wholly abandoned the belief that
McCarthy may still be an ““asset”
to the GOP. “The effort is not

Graveyard Risks

The much-publicized list of
2,486 persons fired by the Eis-
enhower administration as slleg-
ed' “security risks” includes an
undetermined number who have
died. Acvording to the March 24
N.Y. Times, they were dead be-
fore any determination was made
whether they sctually constituted

riously iselate McCarthy from the

to suporess him, but only to con-
tain him within conventional lim-
its,”” Joseph C. Harsch astutely
observed in the March 12 Chris-
tian (Science Monitor. The White
House still wants to use Me-
Carthy; all it wants is to curb
him a little so that he will be-
have more like “a member of
the team.”

That's why McCarthy will find
himself offered plenty of escape-
outlets from the present dispute,
if he doesn’t come out on top
altogether, and that's why he is
not éven faced with the question
of political rurvival.
= As for the Democrats, their
opposition to McCarthy is no
more fundamental or irreconcil-
able, Like Eisenhower, they don’t
object t6 MeCarthyism just long
so as it isn't turned against them,
Witch hunts are fine in their
eves — they claim the credit for
starting them — all they want
is not to be victimized them-
selves.

Agreeing with McCarthy that
“comm imism is a menace” and
must be suppressed, they leave
him with the initiative to decide
just what “communism" is and
how it should be suppressed. Me-
Carthy's mass following thinks,
in the words of one letter-writer
last week, “I am not interested
in the method, only in the re-
sults.” The line of the Democrats,
which continuslly feeds this sen-
timent by their own efforts to
exploit “anti-communism,” makes
it impossible for them to ge-

millions who look to him for
leadership.

..« Liberals Crow too

is evidence that his political sur-
vival is not at stake. The chal-
lenge in the Schine case is not
to his basic thesis that ‘“com-
munism’ must be destroyed at
all costs, but to his veracity, his
honesty, his sssociates, and his
efforts to save one of these from
Sunday KP,

But if it comes to the worst
and it is shown that he was guilty
of all these things and others,
his political position will still re-
main strong. His falsehoods have
been exposed before; newspapers
have printed details about his
dishonest financial dealings; his
associates never smelled like a
tose, and anyhow he can always
dump Cohn as s scapegoat; it’s
common knowledge that all po-
liticians try to get favors, ine
cluding military commissions, for
their e¢ronies.

“So what?” the followers af
MecCarthy will demand. “T am not
interested in the method, but in
the results, and McCarthy is still
my man because he's the one
who is most determined to wipe
out the communists, whom all the
other politicians agree should be
wiped out, Besides, where black-
mail is concerned, the other side
is probably no better than Me-
Carthy; if they weren’t trying
to pressure him into calling off
his investigations of the Army,
then why were they holding so
many meetings with him?”

The second fact that is gener-
ally overlooked is that McCerthy,
in Lerner's own words last month,
represents ‘‘s new breed, with a
new brand.” His present difficul-
ties would probably be enough to

a8 “risk™ on any ground whatso.

ever.

Moreover, the very nature of
the present attack on McCarthy

finish the career of sn ordinary

Soon

depends largely on “party reg-
ularity,” seniority, patronage, etc.

But MdCarthy is different. He
doesn't expect to come to power
in the traditional or conventional
way. His aim is organize such
a powerful mass movement, in
or out of the two-party system,
that even hig capitalist rivals
won't dare to remain in his way.
His clashes with the nominal
leaders of his own party, which
would probably be fatal for most
politicians, only establish his “in-
dependence” in the public eye
and serve in the long run to en-
hance his prestige by differen-
tiating him from the traditional
type of politician,

This will be an enormous ad-
vantage to him in the future,
when millions of people, dissa-
tisfied with the failure of tradi-
tional politics to solve the prob-
lems of the coming social crisis,
will be looking for a new kind
of leadership.

Thus, even if he is defeated
in the present dispute, it will not
be on fundamental grounds, and
it will not be an irreversible de-
feat, any more than Hitler's set-
backs weve.

McCarthy has not “lost his
gamble.” All that is involved
right now is one relatively small
pot, and he may win even this
one. The big and decisive pots
still lic ahead.

The real “beginning of the end”
will come only when the labor
movement and ita allles, realizing
that the real menace to their
liberties and interests is McCar-
thyite fascism, organize an inde-
pendent Labor Party to take pow-
er on & program capable of solv-

... McCarthy’s Counter-Attack

are saying can be judged from
the comments of columnist David
Lawrence, one of MeCarthy's
more sedate followers: ‘“Maybe
those who are ganging up on
Sen. McCarthy nowadays .
will suceeed im making him a
martyr — and then a hero. This
i, of course, far from their in-
tent.” But what they are doing
is “overreaching themselves . . .

The character of the capitalist
opposition to McCarthy is glar-
ingly revealed in the case of Sen.
Flanders of Vermont.

Flanders got up in the Senate
March 9 to denounce McCarthy.
His speech was reported as a
“devastating analysis,” the result
of the senator's own inner cogi-
tations with his upright New
England conscience.

On March 10 Eisenhower de-
monstratively endorsed Flanders'
speech. The endorsement was re
ported by Roscoe Drummond as
“the latest in a series of care-
fully considered steps aimed at
putting the reins to Sen. Me-
Carthy .. .”

Ten days later Flanders put
the reins on himself. On March
20 in an address at Middlebury,
Vt.,, this candidate for the man-
tle of 8 leader in the struggle
against McCarthyism praised Me-
Carthy’s speech in Milwaukee the
night before. He called McCar-
thy's 20-count indictment of the
Democrats for treason and crim-
inal stupidity “magnificent for
the Republican Party." There
were not many of the indidt-
ments, he claimed, that the De-
mocrats could deny. “It looks
like Senator McCarthy has fin-
ally hit the sawdust trail,” he
said. And relieving his New Eng-
land conscience, he warmly pat-
ted McCarthy on the head: “All
will be forgiven if he continues
to perform as he did last night.”

Flanders, it must be emphas-
ized, was the senator chosen by
the liberal Republicans to carry
the ball against McCarthy. He
lasted precisely one speech and
11 days, collapsing from the
strain even before the “investi-
gation” of McCarthy opened.

The performance of Sen. Flan-
ders is one more warning to the
labor movement. You cannot de-
pend on capitalist politicians to
slop McCarthy! Unless you
change your course, you will
suffer the fate of the German
labor movement which also de-
pended on politicians like Flan-
ders to stop Hitler.

Labor must learn to depend
on its own mighty forces to end
the fascist threat. That means
taking the road of independent
political action. Only slong that
road will the mén be found cap-
able of handling the Hitler-type
politician now running fast and

« o

politician of the old breed, who

ing their problems.

loose in the nation’'s cepital.

Branch
Detroft
Newark
Buffalo
Minneapolis-St. Paul
San Francisco
New York
Boston
Philadelphia
Chicugo
Los Angeles
Allentown
Pittsburgh
Milwaukee
Akron
Cleveland
Oakland

St. Louis
Seattle
Youngstown
General

Total through Mar, 22

$14,000 Fund Scoreboard

Quota  Total Paid
g 500 $ 399 68
400 220 55
1,500 750 50
1,200 440 37
700 164 23
3,000 6G6Y 22
H00 92 18
400 73 18
1,600 226 16
2.500 337 18
75 5 1
150 10 7
250 10 6
100 0 0
250 0 0
260 0 0
b 0 0
250 0 0
150 .0 0
250 30 12
£14,000 $3,370 24

(Continued from page 1)
of schedule, for 38% of the time
of the campaign has elapsed.

This week’s congratulations
must go to the San Francisco
branch which jumped from the
Lottom of the list to fifth place.
San Francisco writes that most
of the $164 sent in this week was
donated by friends of the party.
Boston made seventh place.
Allentown and Pittsburgh also
made a beginning. We now have
only five branches that have yel
to make a start,

‘Los Angeles sent in $152 on
their quota this week and with it,
a check for $50 to help the De-
(roit branch out during its petition
campaign. That was LA’s way of
expressing its approval of the
bold decision to enter the
Michigan electoral fight. That's a
pretty good way to say: '‘Best
wishes for the success of your
campaign.”

The first week of the Anti-
Fascist Literature Campaign has
gone by. The Newark branch has
already to its credit 317 points,
Newark Campaign Director, R.
Franklin writes: *“This literature
was sold at three union meet-
ings, one Progressive Party
meeting, and one SWP meeting.
This happened to be a good week
when there were meetings being
held which we were able Lo cover,
We don’t know if we will do as
well other weeks, but we will try
our best.”

Before this campaign began
many of the branches had already
done a big job in selling anti-
fascist literature. The entire first
edition of the amti- MecCarthy
pamphlet was sold out and all but

... ANTI-McCARTHY CAMPAIGN

The new Anti- MeCarthy pam-
phlet is now ut the printers and
will be available soon,

It is interesting to note that
on the basis of branch orders for
anti-fascist literature in the past
few wmonths, in relation to the
forces available for literature
work, we have the following pic-
ture: In orders for the first and
second edition of the Anti-Mc-
Carthy pamphlet: Chicago was
first, San Francisco, second and
Loos Angeles, third. In orders for
The Road to Socialism: Milwaukee
took first place with Pittsburgh
and Youngstown competing for
second place. Newark took first
place in orders for The Case of
the Legless Veteran with Youngs
town and San Francisco follow-
ing close behind. Pioneer Pub-
lishers was unable to fill orders
for this book and gave priority

to the home town of James
Kutcher. Orders ure now being
met,

This information does mot tell
us accurately of work done. But
it offers some indication of pre-
campaign activity and prepara-
tions for the campaign itself,

The scoreboard on the Anti-
Fascist Literature Campaign will

begin in next week’s Militant,
The deadline for reports on
literature sales is  Monday.

Newark has started the ball roll-
ing. It's up to the rest of the
branches to keep it going,

There are but 2,155 hospital
beds available in Korea for
tuberculosis patients, although an
estimated 1,600,000 Koreans are
suffering from the dread disease,
according to Dr. C. R. Joy, a

600 copies of the second edition
have been sent to the branches.

CARE representative in that
country.
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Headed for Another Korea?

With each new Washington dispatch, it be-
comes increasingly clear that the Eisenhower
administration is seriously weighing direct in-
tervention in the French war on Indo-Chinu, So
far it has been the deep-rooted opposition of the
American ptople to such intervention — the
kind of opposition that was instrumental n
forcing the truce in Koreax — that has stayed
Eisenhower from making the fatal plunge into
that distant jungle battlefield on the other side
of the Pacific,

After eight vears of bitter war to regain
imperialist domination of Indo-China, the
French face defeat so imminent and catas-
trophic that they are now banking almost solely
on getting out by negotiating some kind of
truce through the mediation of Moscow at the
Geneva Conference scheduled for the end of
April.

IFrom the beginning the IFrench were able to
wage their reactionary war only through the
tilitary and fmancial aid extended first by
Truman, then Eisenhower. That aid, costing
U.S. taxpayers §1,000,000,000 a year, represents
78% of the war burden.

Despite this colossal aid from powerful
America, the Irench have not managed 1o
entrench themselves. The* Vietminh freedom
fighters, pitifully lacking in arms, but imbued
with indomitable determination to win inde-
pendence for their country, have inflicted
ruinous blows on the French and their play-boy
puppet Bao Dai.

The Vietminh people have wrested 70% of
their land from control of the hated ['rench
invaders. Bao Dai's control of the remainder is
considered by both French and American of-
ficial quarters 1o be extemely shaky. Wholesale
defections to the rebels by native troops
dragooned into the [French camp are evidence
of the unpopularity of his rule.

The military situation of the French has now
deteriorated so badly that correspondents
openly speculate about the possibility of actual
collapse before the Geneva conference is con-
vened late in April.

In France itself, popular opposition to the
war is so profound that Foreign Minister
Bidault was compelled to inform the U.S. that
unless a way is found out of Indo-China, the
Laniel government will fall.

" Confronted with the possibility of a victory
of the Indo-Chinese people, the Eisenhower
regime, afraid at present of throwing American
troops directly into the war, are determined
to take every possible measure short of actual
direct intervention to stave off that victory.

With each new worsening of the French
military situation, American aid has been
stepped up. But this inevitably increases the
danger of direct American involvement.

American companies have been given an OK
10 contract with the French for American pilots.
Chennault’s Civil Air Transport is now hiring
out non-combat supply-drop pilots. Meantime,
the [Lisenhower administration is considering
making such pilots available for combat duty
as part of a non-official “international brigade.”
Now under advisement is a decison 10 make
LS. warships . available to support French
cround troops and to blockade Chinese sup-
plies to the freedom fighters.

JThe dilemma of the Eisenhower adminis-
tration is thorny for the~Republicans but ex-
plosively dangerous for the American people
who don't want another Korea. Eisenhower
tealizes that defeat faces foreign imperialism
in Indo-China as it did in Korea. Direct in-
tervention is highly unwise because of Ameri-
can public opinion. Yet Eisenhower finds it
distasteful to stand by and see the Indo-
Chinese people win., The “loss” of Indo-China
would open the Eisenhower wing of the Repub-
lican Party to fierce attack from the Mc-
Carthyites similar to that levelled at the
Democrats for “losing” China.

The French imperialists, battered at home
by mass dissatisfaction over the attempted
conquest, want out. They hope at best for a
deal whereby the Chinese Stalinists would cease
aiding the Vietminh forces in return for eco-
nomic and diplomatic concessions that in the
final analysis must be granted by Eisenhower.

They have in mind Churchill’s deal with the
Kremlin bureaucracy whereby the Greek par-
lisans were betrayed at the end of World War
I1 to the British invaders.

Regardless of the course that Eisenhower's
intervention in Indo-China finally takes, the
fact remains that the continued, stepped-up
program of pouring planes, private pilots and
Army “specialists” into the struggle poses the
danger of the American people being "“inched"”
it not_plunged Korea-style into the war.

The American people must make crystal ¢lem
that they will not permit themselves to be
dragged info a reactionary colonial war for
the sake of the profits of Wall Street and its
capitalist cousins. We must echo the sentiments
of the French worker, reported in the March 20
Christian Science Monitor as saying, “That
dirty war! It had better end. Who is it helping?
Only the special, wealthy interests who make
monev out of Indo-China!”

Fulbright Rebels

On March 13, Senator Fulbright (D., Ark.)
charged that McCarthy's subcommitiee “gets
any confidential information it wants” from
FBI files, and gets it “whether the information
has been authenticated or not.”

He nmamed Attorney General Brownell -as
responsible for giving McCarthy access to the
FBI's vast collection of “every kind of gossip,
hearsay, and undocumented evidence of all
kinds.”

In view of the use of such material by Me-
Carthy, the Arkansas Senator declared that he
would no longer give personal evaluations of
persons under investigation by the Bl "if
they are going to be turned over to Mc Carthy.”

“Naw Brownell says it is a civic duty to
cooperate,” Fulbright said, “but 1 don't see

how | am performing any civic duty.by telling
them whether | think this or that man is loyal.”

It would be dangerous e¢nough if McCarthy
were getting accurate, proved facts from the
1°B1, FFulbright thought, but unprocessed gossip
is something else. “In this atmosphere that
McCarthy has created, you can go back and
crucify a man for something he did 20 years
ago. | am not going to be a party to that.”

Fulbright deserves commendation for decid-
ing to go by his conscience and stop passing on
gossip to the I'Bl. His refusal to cooperate any
longer with the political police who collect
garbage for the “confidential” files of the FBI
is a step forward.

Now how about the other 95 members of
the Senate and 435 members of the House of
Representatives?

""Plain American Guts’’

A long overdue editorial declaration on the
need for militant opposition to McCarthyism
appeared in the March issue of the United
Automobile Worker, organ of the powerful
CIO United Auto Workers union. It is called
“Plain American Guts.”

This is the first official editorial statement
on McCarthyism in that important voice of
labor since April 1953, when the editor tried
to prove that he was a better anti-Communist
than McCarthy by arguing that “Every time
Joe opens his mouth, he scores a point for
Malenkov.” On how to fight McCarthyism
that shameful editorial ended with the editor
retiring to an ivory tower equipped witha TV
set: “What can we do about him? Well, for
one thing we could watch wrestling. . ."

The present editorial points out that the rise
of McCarthyism has revealed a serious weak-
ness in America and declares in part: “This
weakness runs all the way from a labor editor
who, when starting to write an anti-McCarthy
editorial, feels it necessary to protest how anti-
Gommunist he has always been, to the fellow
who writes to that editor . . . to tell him he is
endangering the country’s security by writing
that anti-McCarthy editorial.

* *“ln between the editor and his correspondent
are all sorts. People who are afraid of being
regirded as ‘soft’ on Communism . . . People
who now are beginning to feel that perhaps
Jefferson, Paine, Adams and George Wash-
ington were, after all, a bit too radical (didn’t
they engage in a conspiracy to overthrow an

existing governmeént by force and violence?).
People who believe that today no American's
Americanism may be taken for granted . . .
but must be proved to the satisfaction .of the
New Inquisition,

“We think it is abowt time we said to bell with
all this.” Criticizing the Republicans and Demo-
crats for failure to take a strong stand against
McCarthy, the editorial concludes, “Our trouble
ic not so much McCarthyism as it is cowardice
in the face of McCarthyism. We can’t think of
anything more un-American than cowardice.”

These are brave words. But still — only
words. Where and when has the official leader-
ship of the UAW displayed any of the
courageous and resolute opposition to Mec-
Carthyism that they now finally demand of
others?

Since the editorial does not indicate how the
UAW Jeadership intend to live up to their new
creed of being men instead of mice, we take
the opportunity to point to an example they
may well consider: The lopgshoremen of San
[Francisco organized a militant work stoppage
not long ago that ran witch-hunting Congress-
man Velde's inquisitorial committee out of
town. They showed in action the kind of
“plain American guts” that the UAW leader-
ship says it now stands for.

Reuther and his associates have a splendid.
opportunity to measure up to the standards
set by the San Francisco longshoremen when
the scheduled Congressional inquisition in De-
troit rings the UAW doorbell. We await the
test with interest.
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By George Breitman

In the preface to his new book,
The Prophet Armed, Isaac Deut-
scher undertukes to explain why
he wrote the biography of Leon
Trotsky. of which this volume is
the first half.

“For nearly thirty years,” he
says, “‘the powerful propaganda
machines of Stalinism worked
furiously to expunge Trotsky's
name from the annals of the rev-
olution, or .to leave it there only
as the synonym for arch-traitor
. . « The work of the tomb-roh-
bers has, in this present instance,
been so persistent that it has
strongly affected the views even
of independent Western histor-
ians und scholars.”

To counteract the lies of Sta-
linism and the neglect of West-
ern historians — this is indeed
a worthy and commendable. aim.
But there are many ways of ac-
complizhing it. One way would
be to reprint the many works of]
Trotsky himsel, including his
antobiography, and to get print-
ed in English for the first time
his many works that have never
been translated. After all, Trot-
sky was among other things a
literary genius.

Couldn’t Deutscher have pre-
vailed on some publisher to do
this, and couldn’t he have used
his influence as a “Russian ex-
pert” to start a campaign along
these lines, even perhaps a mon-
ey-raising program for such pub-
lication ?

Whether such a thought ever
occurrad to him, Deutscher does
not say. But he admits to feeling
n trifle “apologetic” for cover-
ing material that Trotsky him-
self wrote about so voluminously,
“fer after a close and ecritical
examination I still find Trotsky’s
My Life as scrupulously truth-
ful as any work of this kind can
be. Nevertheless . . .’ (This is
Deutscher’s favorite technique:
every statement that can be con-
strued as favorable must be
followed at once, wherever pos-
sible, by a ‘“Nevertheless” or a
“But.” That is the very essence
of “‘objectivity” in the eyes of
his liberal admirers.)
“Nevertheless, it remains an
apologia produced in the middle
of the losing battle its authov
fought against Stalin.,” An “‘apo-
logia” — that sounds bad, not
the kind of thing any self-res-
pecting “objective” person writes.
Furthermore, an apologia pro-
duced in the middle of a battle
in which the author was involved.

| That also doesn’t sound too good

—everyone knows how hard it
is to avoid subjectivity in the
middle of a life-and-death bat-
tle — and detracts considerably
from the favorable effect of the
admission that Trotsky was scru-
pulously truthful in his autobio-
graphy.

“In its pages,” Deutscher con-
tinues, “the living Trotsky wres-
tled with his tomb-robbers. To
wholesale Stalinist denigration he
responded with a peculiar act of
gelf-defense which savored of
self-glorification.” We will re-
turn in a short while to the “self-
glorification” charge, although
we must admit that we have been
utterly unable to figure out what
“peculiar act” Deutscher is talk-
ing about, Anyhow, his next lines
are;

“He did not and could not sa-
tisfactorily explain the change
in the climate of the revolution
which made his defeat both pos-
sible and inevitable; and his ac-
count of the intrigues by which
a narrow-minded, ‘usurpatory’,
and malignant bureaucracy oust-
ed him from power is obviously
inadequate.”

Here we must pause to exa-
mine another of Deutscher’s cute
little tricks., Trotsky, he says,
didn't and couldnt explain why
Stalinism triumphed. Is that
true? No, it is one of the biggest
falsehoods of the year. Then how

could Deutscher hope to get away
with it? Because he is very cle-
verly referring to My Life, writ-
ten in 1929, and expecting that
most readers will take it to be
a reference to all of Trotsky's
writings.

Trotsky began the explanation
in the 1920's, that is, when Sta-
linism was coming to power in
the Bolshevik party, and part of
it is contained in My Life. Then
Trotsky continued and completed
the job of uncovering the inter-
national and domestic social, eco-
romic and political causes for
the rise and victory of Sta-
linism in several of the most im-
portant of his books during the
next eléven years. Here we need
cite only The Revolution Betray-
ed, Stalin, and In Defense of
Marxism.

No one in the whole wide world
did more than Trotsky to clarify
the [Soviet degeneration; this was
'one of his greatest contributions
to Marxist theory. Deutscher
himself unwittingly testifies to
this fact on almost every page
he writes, for almost everything
he writes on this subject is bor-
rowed from Trotsky's analysis (a
stronger word than “borrowed”
could be vsed because he usually
borrows without giving credit to
the source) — so much so, that
he is sometimes mistaken for a
“Trotskyist” by uncritical read-
ers who do not realize that he
bowdlerizes and distorts most of
what he borrows so that it will

serve his anti-Trotskyist pur-
poses.
Deutscher, we repeat, adds

nothing or nothing of value to
Trotsky’s analysis, but he is not
above using a device to make it
appear that he, Deutscher, “s
supplying the theoretical explan-
ations that Trotsky “did not and
could not” satisfactorily make.
(The Stalinists, as we can see,
are not the only ones in the
tomb-robbing business. But at
least they don’t make the pre-
tense of ‘‘restoring” Trotsky’s
reputation.)
His eritigue continues: “In My
Life Trotsky sought to vindicale
himself in terms imposed upon
him by Stalin and by the whole
ideological situation of Bolshev-
ism in the 1920s, that is, in terms
of the Lenin cult. Stalin had
denounced him as Lenin’s invet-
erate enemy, and Trotsky was
consequently anxious to prove
his complete devotion to, and his
agreement with, Lenin, His de-
votion to Lenin after 1917 was
undoubtedly genuine, and the
points of agreement between them
were numerous and important.
Nevertheless . ad
In other words, Trotsky, who
was a Leninist from 1917 on,
and the outstanding defender of
Bolshevism from Lenin’s death
to his own, refuted Stalin’s lies
by telling the plain truth. After
Trotsky became a Bolshevik, he
regavded Lenin as his comrade,
teacher and leader, and acted ac-
cordingly. He never was a hand-
raiser, and he had no morve use
for cults than Lenin had. He gen-
erally reached the same conclu-
sions as Lenin during their six
years of collaboration in the So-
viet leadership. because they had
a common approach to problems;
when in the course of discussion
they differed, Trotsky did mnot
hesitate to express his opinions
frankly in the Bolshevik tradi-
tion. He never concealed the
truth about his differences with
Lenin pefore 1917, or after; they
are there in black and white for
everyone to read in his books.
“Nevertheless, Trotsky blurred
the sharp outlines and the im-
portance of his controversies with
Lenin between 1903 and 1917,
and also of later differences.”
By this Deutscher really means
that he and Trotsky have dif-
ferent evaluations, of the signifi-
cance of Trotsky’s differences

with Lenin., What those differ-

An ‘Objective’ Biographer
‘Restores’ Leon Trotsky

ences ure, whose evaluation is
correct and the political meaning
of Deutscher’s evaluation will be
dealt with in next week's article.
“But,” he continues, *“another
and much stranger conseqguence
of the fact that Trotsky made
his apologia in termsg of the Le-
nin cult was that in some cru-
cial points he Dbelittled his own
role in comparison with Lenin's,
a feat extremely rare in auto-
biographical literature. This ap-
plies especially to the account of
the part he played in the Oc-
tober uprising and the creation
of the Red Army, where he de-
tracted from his own merits in
order not to appear as Lenin's
detractor., Free from loyalties to
any cult, 1 have attempted to
restore the historical balance.”

Thus Trotsky, accused on the
previous page of some unnamed
“peculiar act of self - defense
which savored of self-glorifica-
tion,” is here indicted for the
opposite sin of belittling himself.
How fortunate the modern age is
in having this even-handed dis-
penser of justice to set Trotsky
straight on both these distor~
tions!

After this shocking exposure,
in which Trotsky is caught, red-
handed and barefaced, actually
attributing the first place in the
leadership of the Russian revo-
lution to Lenin (just as Engels
attributed the primary in their
collaboration to Marx), how can
anyone doubt any longer that
Deutscher is more “objective”
than Trotsky? And how can any-
one now doubt that Deutscher
was driven to write this book by
the stern necessities of historical
balance?

FREE FROM WHAT?

But amusement over these lu-
dicrous pretensions should not
lead us to overlook the serious
side of Deutscher’'s preface —
namely, his assertion of freedom
from “loyalties to any cult,” in-
cluding “‘the Lenin ecult,”

In his book on Stalin, Deuts-

cher also used this expression,

“the Lenin cult.” In the context
there it referred to Stalin’s dis-
loyal, factional misuse of Lenin's
mantle to silence and crush the
opponents of Stalinism. Under-
stood in this sense-— as the
Stalinist perversion of Leninism
— the term was not wholly ob-
jectionable.

But now Deutscher seems to
be giving it a broader meaning
(or maybe he is only explaining
the meaning he originally had
in mind) when he uses the term
against Trotsky as well as Stalin.
Since Trotsky was genuinely a
Leninist, and not one who twist-
ed quotations from Lenin to mask
an anti-Leninist policy, * Deuts-
cher’s declaration of indepen-
dence from “the Lenin cult”
must be understood as his dee-
laration of independence from
Leninism itself.

This judgment is supported by
many other passages in the book,
and we will return to it in a fu-
ture article. Up to now Deutscher
has been careful not to state
explicitly the standpoint from
which he approaches his trilogy
and, so far as we know, he has
not answered anywhere the stu-
pid claims of stupid reviewers
that he is a “Leninist” or “Trot-
skyist.” His present declaration
is useful because it helps the
reader in “placing” Deutscher’s
true standpoint.

This is a matter not only of
historical but also of current
political importance. Deutscher’s
books can be better understood
if we bear in mind that right
now, while the struggle against
the Stalinist perversion of Len-
inism is still being waged in and
out of the Soviet Union, Deuts-
cher declares his freedom of all
“cults,” that is, of all groups
engaged in the struggle, includ-
ing the Leninists,

By Art Sharon

THE WORLD THE DOLLAR
BUILT. By Gunther Stein.
Monthly Review Press, N. Y.
$4.00.

This book could use a more
solid foundation. Stein examines
the most important contradictions
of our time — the fate of the
American economy and its ef-
fect upon the world. -But he does
8o from a narrow empirical basis.

This * method has limited ef-
ficacy. Presenting bits of dra-
matic evidence from the daily
press to show the course of Am-
erican imperialism “out of their
mouths” cannot serve as & sub-
stitute for a soundly buttressed
analysis. Sinoe the quotations are
from 1949-50 the book is dated.

Stein’s method flows from s
false political understanding. For
example, he takes the ludicrous
position that the cold war was

World the Dollar Built |

tion and Stalin. Presumably had
Roosevelt lived his superior gifts
would have made such a misun-
derstanding inconceivable. Stein’s
principal article of faith is a
firm belief in *“peaceful coexis-
tence” between the U.S. and the
UISS.R. .
Likewise he skates on very
thin ice and occasionally breaks
through when he tries to indi-
cate the avenues of reform open
to the rulers of the American
capitalist society. The hard-head-
ed masters of capitalist society,
according to him, need only pay
cloge attention to New Deal type
blueprints to avoid depression
and crisis. This is spinning fancy
tales out of very poor stuff.
However, the mass of quota-
tions — a result of very care-
ful scanning of the press, are
useful as material for analysis,
In that sense it is & handy book
for speakers and writers in dis-

the result of a misunderstanding

between the Truman administra-

cussing the developing economic
crisis,
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Fascist and

Office Boy

. P‘§scist Sen. Joseph R. McCartny (R., Wis.) and his chief
investigating counsel Roy Cohn (right), have been accused in
Army report of trying to get preferential treatment for Cohn’s
sidekick and former McCarthy investigator Pvt. G. David
Schine. A so-called probe of the rharges and counter-charges
.Will be held by McCarthy's own committee. (See articles, Page 1.)

“World

‘CEYLONESE STALINISTS
TURN TO RIGHT. A secret
document of the Ceylon Commu-
nist Party has come into the
hands of Samasamajist, English
Weekly of the Lanka Samasamaja
Party, Section of the Fourth in-
ternational. The document, written
in the &inhalese language, is
entitled “Report on the Political
Situation.”

Dated Jan. 1, 1954, the report
tells ubout a meeting of the Cen-
tral Committee Dec. 9-11 that
considered the political situation
in South-East Asia and Ceylon,
The Stalinist chieftains sce
Ceylon being rapidly dragged into
the danger of war under pressurve
of American imperialism. Mass
consciousness, in their opinion,
has advanced beyond the desire
to defeat the UNP, principal
party of the capitalists, to the
helief that the UNP can be
defeated.”Yet their conclusion is
that a turn must be made toward
the Ceylonese capitalists. They
propose a “Democratic Front to
save ‘Ceylon from Fascism.”
Certain “errors” of the Ceylon
CP’s own policy in the past are
sharply corrected. The current
#im of the QP is no Jonger =
“People’s  Democratic  Govern-
ment”; i.¢., a governmenyi on.the
model of the so-called People's
Democracies of Eastern Europe.
Instead they seek an “Anti-
Imperialist Democratic Govern-
ment.”

“We thus have,” says Sama-
samajist, “an abandonment of the
Anti-UNP Front for an Anti-
Fascist Front and the abandon-
ment of the People’s Democratic
Government slogan for the Anti-
Imperialist Government slogan.
Further, we have, in the very
next paragraph of this key section
of the Report, the abandonment
also of any struggle for working
class leadership either of this
broad front or of this broad gov-
ernment. The document roundly
declares: ‘A government of this
nature (an anti-imperialist demo-
eratic government) can be set up
without working class leadership
of this (anti-Fascist) front.'”
The report doesn't even stop
there. In the program proposed
for this government, there is no
anti - capitalist measure what-
soever.

The demand for nationalization
of industry has disappeared. No

nationalization measure is pro-
posed even against foreign
capital.

“It is an ‘anti-imperialist’ pro-
gram which is not anti-capitalist!”
comments Samasamajist, ‘iNot
even anti-foreign capitalist! It is
indeed an ‘anti-imperialist’ pro-
gram which is pro-capitalist. Tt
is a capitalist program of demo-
cratic reform.”

On the central question of the
working class struggle in Ceylon,
the COP’s relations with the Trot-
skyists, the QP report declares
that things have changed since
a gection of the Lanka Sama-
samaja Party split away and
joined the Stalinists. “We shall
not henceforth call for a united
front with the NLSSP or summon
them to united front talks.” This
is an abandonment of the previous
position.

Thus the new “front” proposed
by the OP excludes the principal
working class party in Ceylon.

By Paul Abbott

Events

capitalist and middle classes are
to be the basis and core of their
‘Left’ front!” says Samasamajist.

The Report ends with the com-
plaint that activity of the CP
membership is low. It demands
that instead of ‘staying asleep'
they should bestir themselves to
join in the mass struggles which
arise,

2 % &

NEW CRISIS HITS FRENCH
STALINISTS. August Lecoeur,
who held third place in the French
Communist Party, has been
ousted from his post as Party
Secretary and replaced by Marcel
Servin,

The downfall of Lecoeur was
made known through a report by
Jacquer Duclos to the Central
Committee March 5 which was
published in L'Humanite the fol-
lowing day. Duclos charged
Lecoeur with having used the
editorial “we” instead of “I” ip
confessing “errors” of an “op-
portunist” type thus seeking to
evade taking full responsibility.
Among the erimes charged
against Lecoeur was proposing a
“political line which runs counter
to the decisions” of the 12th
Party Congress “which, in the
long run, is tantamount to reduc-
ing the Communist Party to the
statur of a secondary force tlo
serve as a support for certain
political bourgeois groupings.”

The French Trotskyists issued
a special ecight - page issue of
their paper La Verite, addressed
largely to militant workers of the
Communist Party, explaining the
truth about Duclos’ attack on
Lecoeur.

According 1o La Verite, Duclos’
real aim is precisely what he
charges Lecoeur with — offering
the CP as a support for certain
political bourgeois groupings.
“The ebstacles on this road, no
matter how high their place, are
broken without hesitation. The
needs of the alliance with the
bourgeoisie are pressing: it is
necessary, very quickly, to give
assurances to the good French
enemies of German rearmament,
so that they will overcome their
distaste at benefitting from Com-
munist votes. It is necessary,
very quickly, to give assurances
to Laniel himself, so that he will
no longer fear the ‘Communist
danger’ when he opens the Geneva
Conference and will thus feel suf-
ficiently strong to free himself
from American control. Every-
thing must be placed at the
service of  this policy, above all
the organized working cluss. The
domestication of the proletarian
base of the Party must therefore
be total.”

In a period of revolutionary
effervescence a man who tends
toward independence and towards
establishing his own control in
key sections of the pariy must
be liquidated.

While Lecoeur was a product
of the bureaucratic machine, says
La Verite, he remained aloof from
the counter-revolutionary thugs
of Stalinism. He still believed in
tHe class struggle and even be-
lieved in taking the offensive
against the bourgeoisie. For the
Stalinist bureaucracy he became
a public danger. It was necessary
to break him in order to break
all those in the ranks who still
think in terms of the class strug-

“Not the working class but the

gle.

16 pages

116 University Place

— For the real meaning of McCarthyism
— For a working-class program to fight it
Read the new pamphlet

McCARTHYISM

American Fascism
On the March

" Order from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

10 cents

New York 3, N. Y.




The Negro Struggle

By Jean Blake

The Case of Mrs. Annie Lee Moss

Mrs. Annie Lee Moss is a middle-aged Negro
widow and mother employed until recently as
a $3,335-a-year clerk by the Army Signal Corps
in Washington as a telegraphic-typewriter
operator.

Suddenly, on Feb. 24, she received nation-
wide notoriety as.an accused “Communist” in
the Pentagon. Shorn of her dignity, pictures
of the weeping woman appeared in newspapers
from coast to coast.

What are the facts in the case of Mrs. Moss?

To prove his charge that the Army is
“coddling Communists” McCarthy announced
Ieb. 23 that Mrs. Annie Lee Moss, identified
as a card-carrying, dues-paying Communist
during the 1940’s, was handling “top secret”
messages in the Pentagon code room "as of
today.”

The Army countered with a statement that
Mrs. Moss "never” had access either to secret
codes or uncoded secrets. But they fired ber.

The “evidence” against Mrs. Moss was
testimony of Mrs. Mary S. Markward, a former
IFBI stool-pigeon in the Communist Party, that
Mrs. Moss was a member of the CP in Wash-
ington during World War 1L

McCarthy added, under questioning, that he
didn't know whether Mrs. Moss is a Communist
today, but that there is evidence “concerning
Communist activities” on her part as late as
September, 1951,

Mrs. Moss was brought in to the hearing
room. McCarthy suggested she was too ill to
take the stand. But she was not too ill, ap-
parently, to be threatened with perjury action
if she should deny the charges. Then the fascist
demagogue announced that he had evidence
from other sources which “clearly established”
that she was a Communist Party member.

Publicly condemned before she could say a
word in her own defense!

When her attorney protested, McCarthy said
her case actually didn’t amount to much, but
what was important was the fact that the Army
had kept a Communist in its message center.
e added that it was peculiar that somebody
in the Defense Department would choose “a
custard cook, and a Communist at that” to
work with secret messages.

Another hearing of the McCarthy commit-
tee, at which Mrs. Moss finally appeared.
revealed:

(1)  Mrs. Markward, the FBI stooge whos
testimony convicted Mrs. Moss, admitted she
had never seen the swvoman at any Communist
meeting, She merely knew  the name was
registered as a party member in good stand-
ing.

(2) Roy Cohn, chief commiltee counsel.
said an wnidentified witness at a secret meel-
g corroborated Mrs, Markward's testimony,
but Cohn did not know whether the withess
“was available to testify before the committec
because that unnamed witness was in contact
with the I'BI. ‘

(3) Mrs. Moss, in sworn testimony,
publicly denied she had ever paid any Com-
munist Party dues to anybody, that anybody
had ever asked her to join the Communist
Party, that she knew anybody named Mrs.
Mark Markward, or that she knew the other
Annie Lee Mosses listed in the telephone
directory.

If Mrs. Moss can be condemned by such
hearsay evidence, fired on the basis of un-
revealed “corroborating” evidence by unnamed

accusers. who is safe? What democratic safe-

guards remain? — How far are we from fascist
norms of "justice”?

When producer Paul Jarrico and director
Herbert J. Biberman filmed Michael Wilson's
“Salt of the Earth” in 1953 in collaboration
with the International Union of Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers, the New Mexico authorities
tried by force and violence to prevent them
from making the picture on location; and the
U.S. Department of Justice sought to deport
Mexican Actress Rosaura Revueltas (twice
winner of thé Mexican Best Actress award)
who played the feminine lead.

An anti-capitalist union movie in an America
dominated by the witch hunt — that was a
bold challenge. But the picture was completed
and is now being shown in New York.

It deals with the New Mexico zinc miners’
struggle against racial discrimination and
against insufficient 'safety measures in the
mines, and with “the women's fight to throw
¢ff the old peasant traditions and gain equal
status with the men,” as the critic of the N, Y.
Ilerald Tribune puts it. It deals with resistance
against a Taft-llartley injunction and with
united mass action as the only means to win
a prolonged strike.

And although the leadership of the union
that sponsored the film i§ strongly influenced
by the Stalinists, the movie is not contaminat-
ed by Stalinism: It is honest, does not mention
any typical Stalinist slogans and advocates a
militancy foreign to Stalinism.

Some members of the cast are professional
actors. The rest, headed by Juan Chacon, real-
life president of Local 890, ITUMMSW, are
non-professional. They give a most impressive
performance because their hearts are in it.

The bourgeois critics cannot deny that “Suli
of the Earth” is powerful; but, of course, 1"y
cannot admit that it is true.”, . . it uses the

By Trent Hutter

*Salt of the Earth®

semi-documentary technique very well indeed
to dramatiz¢ human dignity and courage in
harsh circumstances. . . At thé same time . . .
it seems to be aimed . . . at creating resentment
and confusion. Its conflict is so loaded in favor
of the workers that its picture of conspiracy
among bosses, police and law is absurd as a
sample of modern American injustice. ., ."”
(Otis L. Guernsey, Jr., in the N, Y. lerald
Tribune, March 15.)

But the critic reluctantly admits, “The work
1s capable throughout. . . There is a severe
beauty in the location photography of a
desperately poor community”; adding, how-
ever, that it is “a corruption of screen journal-
ism.” 1 leave it up to those who see the picture
to say where the corruption of journalistic
talent is to be found — in “Salt of the Earth”
or in the columns of the N. Y. Herald Tribune

Bv producing similar pictures on a large
scale, the unjons could counter to a considerable
extent the pro-capitalist propaganda of the
lHollywood moguls. Why shouldn’t the worker
activists of this country, allied to those artists
and intellectuals whom the witch hunt has not
intimidated, use every possible popular medium
to make their voice heard? One good movie is
more effective than many pamphlets.

If you are sick and tired of Hollywood's
sugary lies, so rarely interrupted by a genuine
work of art, see “Salt of the Earth.” Its beauty
is the beauty of truth, its drama a drama of our
time, its heroes the working people of America
its message the toilers” united front, their cou-
rageous defignce of oppression and demoraliza-
tion. “Together we can push everything up with
us as we go.” And symbolically, the picture’s
lieroine is named “Esperanza” (hope); for her
hope s the hope of mankind.

Notes from the News

NEGRO-HATING GOV. BYRNES of South
Carolina has been branded “guilty of McCarthy-
ism at its worst,” by Walter White, Executive
Secretary of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, White made the
charge on March 21 in answer to Byrnes’ vilify-
ing assertion that the NAACP and the Ku Klux
Klan are an “equal menace to pcaceful relations
between the races.”

* ¥

SIX-YEAR STRETCH FOR LEGAL “ERROR.”
Robert McCray won his relegse from a New
York prison March 15 after proving that he had
unnecessarily served an extra six years bhecause
of a “clerical error.” McCray, sentenced to 15
vears to life under New York law as a fourth
offender, learned to read and write while in
prison. He then began studying law books and
reviewing his own case, He discovered that one
of his four offenses was actually a misdemeanor,
incorrectly listed as a felony, Commenting on the
extra time he put in, McCray said, “I have both
lost and still I have made a gain, I've learned
to respect the rights of my fellow man.”
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THE GENERAL’'S HOBBY. Maj. Gen, Roderick
Allen, who was widely criticized last week when
it was revealed that $1,200 of U.S. tax money
had been expended to build a luxury kennel and
runway at Fort Dix for his pet dogs, declared,
“If the Army asks me to pay for it I will gladly
do so.” “I had no idea such a price was put on
the construction,” he explained. “Dogs are my
specialty, the same as persons who have such
things as gardens.”

* E 3

CHARLESTON JIM CROW KNOCKS OUT
“PORGY.” A civic benefit production of the
world-famed Negro folk opera, “Porgy,” has been
cancelled in Charleston, S.C. after the all-Negro
cast refused to appear before a segregated au-
dience. “Porgy,” with Charleston as its setting,
was toured through Europe by the federal gove

E

ernment to demonstrate the integration of the
Negro in the “American way of life.” The Char-
leston production was planned for the Jim Crow
County Auditorium after a public school offered
its auditorium but only if Negroes were bar-
red from the audience and white players enacted
the roles in black face. Charleston College offered
its auditorium on the basis of playing to white
audiences one night and Negro audiences an-
other. The County Hall was then obtained on the
Jim Crow basis which the cast rejected.

» +

SHADES OF ’29? A New York broker leaped
to his death from his fourteenth floor office in
the Woolworth building on March 17. He left no

note of explanation.
v * -

*

COMPENSATION TO CHRYSLER WORKERS
for expenses incurred in answering a Chrysler
call-back when there was no work was demanded
March 17 by the CIO United Auto Workers. Many
of the Workers travelled hundreds of miles in
answer to the call-back. In a letter to Chrysier,
UAW Sec'y-Treas. Emil Mazey said a large num-
ber of the workers had been originally recruited
from the South and had returned to their homes
following the layoffs when “they were unable Lo
obtain jobs in Detroit because more than 140,000
of their fellow workers were also seeking em-
ployment.” Pointing out that “Hundreds of these
workers are destitute and without the means of
returning to their homes,” Mazey castigated
Chrysler’'s ‘“‘shocking disregard for the rights
and problems of American workers.”

® %

GIRARD COLLEGE, an institution for orphan-
v bhoys in Philadelphia, city of “Brotherly Love,”
has rejected the applications of six Negro youths
on the excuse that the will of the Philadelphia
business man whose funds established the school
provides that admissions be limited to ‘*‘poor,
white male orphans,” o .

*
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(Continued frem page 1)
the Geiger counter in their lab-
oratory jumped from an average
of 40 to 60 to a peak of 225.
The U.S. Navy’s Hydrographic
Office on March 19 issued a
‘“Notice to Mariners” enlarging
the ‘““danger area” around Bikini
to a radius of 450 miles. That’s
635,850 square miles — an area
just about the combined size of
Texas, New York, Califormia,
Pennsylvania and Illinois.
That’s the danger area they
fixed on the basis of the ‘‘small”

ACLU Leaders
Buckle under Heat
From McCarthy

By Harry Ring

The frantic efforts of the of-
ficial leadership of the American
Civil Liberties Union to escape
the blows of McCarthyism by
loudly proclaiming its ewn “anti-
Communism,” is apparently havy-
ing little effect on the fascist
senator, who continues to attack
the ACLU as a “communist
front.”

In our last issue we reviewed
the crisis that has developed in
the ACLU as the result of the
efforts of a right-wing majority
on the national Board of Direc-
tors — in flagrant violation of
the expressed will of the mem-
bership — to abandon the funda-
mental principle of uncompromis-
ing defense of the Bill of Rights
to which the organization has
been dedicated for the past 34
years.

‘Despite the fact that the mem-

‘| bership at a conference held in

New York Feb. 12-16 clearly re-
gistered its opposition to such
self-destructive tactics, the AC-
LU leadership in a renewed ef-
fort to establish its "purity,” has
released another red-baiting at-
tack on the Communist Party,
which can only provide ammuni-
tion for the supporters of the
reactionary McCarran “subver-
sive” registration act to which
the ACLU is officially opposed.

The Board of Directors declar-
ed in a March 22 news release
that it “recognizes the dual na-
ture of the operations of the
Communist movement in the
United States at the present
time. While that movement seeks
to give the impression of being
a political instrument . . . it is
actually an international conspir-
acy to seize power ... wherever
it can”

The statement .then cravenly
assures that “Like all patriotic
citizens the Board of Directors
of the ACLU expects the gov-
ernment diligently to seek out
and punish law-breakers, espe-
cially those guilty of treasonable
acts against our country, and to
provide for the integrity of fed-
eral 'employment. But ., . . due
process . . . procedure ... ,” ete.

If the ACLU is to successfully
defend itself against McCarthy’s
attacks, and to continue to serve
as an important defender of civil
rights, the membership of that
organization must resolutely stay
the hand of a leadership whose
cowardly course can only pros-
trate it before the rising fascis
menace, ?

... H-BOMB, G-GAS

second blast. But they have a
third big one€ scheduled for April
— April Fools Day? — which is
expected to be three times as
powerful as the last one. How
many thousands of miles will its
killing radiation spread?

An ironic foot-note to this
monstrous threat of total des-
truction of the world with a few
score H-bombs was the demand
in Congress for an inqguiry as
to whether there were any
“avoidable errors” in producing
the March 1 bomb that set off
a “tremendous blast . . . three
or four times greater than was
expected,” according to a March
19 AP dispatch. They'll probably
discover it was a ‘“communist”
plot to discredit H-Bomb war-
fare.

But H-Bombs so powerful their
destructiveness can no longer be
measured or anticipated are not
the worst weapons that Amer-
ican capitalism, preparing for
world conquest to save its crisis-
ridden system, is devising to let
‘loose on humanity. Something
even deadlier has been secretly
in the making — a nerve gas that
can kill every living thing with-
in a cubic mile with a bomb no
bigger than a quart fruit jar.

First hews of this weapon of
utmost frightfulness was made
public in the March 20 Rocky

ported that “Denver's
deadliest weapon known to man
— the lethal nerve gas or G-

gas . . .”

which the gas is made will kil

nerves and deadens the brain.
According to Maj. Gen. E. F.
Bullene, chief chemical

terrifying secret, a mere seven
tons of bombs containing the gas
could kill every living thing with-
in 100 square miles. Denver is
approximately 70 square miles.

G-gas, said Bullene, is “odor-
less, tasteless and invisible.” Its
victims first lose their sense of
balance, fall down twitching, go
into convulsions, become unable
to breath and the heart soon
stops. “It's the same thing that
happens to a bug when modern
insecticides hit it,” observes the
Rocky Mountain News. It will
wipe out human beings like so
much vermin. And “the vapor
could creep silently over an en-
tire city with no one the wiser
until it was too late.”

But the American people can-
not console themselves with the
belief that if Wall Street attacks
with G-gas, there can be no re-
taliation. Just as the Soviet Un-
ion has detonated a thermonuc-
lear device — an H-Bomb — so
“it is known that Russia has the
gas, first developed by Hitler's
scientists,” reports a March 20
Associated Press dispatch from
Denver.

The American people, together
with the rest of the world, face
doom unless they can wrest the
power to hurl the H-bombs and
G-gas bombs from our Big Busi-
ness rulers, end the war-breed-
ing profits system and build so-
cialism, the classless society of
planned production for use, with-

out profits,

Mountain News, Denver daily of
the ISeripps-Howard chain. It re-
Rocky
Mountain Arsenal is making the

A tiny drop of the liquid from
a man in 30 seconds on contact
with the skin. It paralyzes the

officer
of the Army who disclosed the

EDWARD R. MURROW, CBS
radio and TV commentator, who

exposed McCarthy with films
and recordings of the latter
badgering whitnesses. Mur-
row’s program won consider-
able popular response. (See

By Art
' The stenogram of the

takes seriously his right to run
for union office in opposition to
Curran's gang.

The opposition grouping in the
NMU's top leadership have tried
to observe the rules and proce-
dures established by the union's
constitution. So concerned were
they to keep the tone of their
fight as moderate as possible,
that they have up to this mo-
ment even refused to oppose Cur-
ran, president of the union. In-
stead, they centered their fire on
his lieutenants, Vice Presidents
Duffy and McDougal, and Na-
tional Treasurer Hedley Stone.
They obviously want Curran to
remain neutral.

This has done them no good.

articles on Page 1.)

Curran played his old game with

Baseball season opens in
as the workers in the New

Carthyism right now,

Members of Local 669, UAW-
Cl0O, can be heard blasting Mec-
Carthy in the corridors, around
their Iunch buckets, and right on
the job.

The following lunch-time dis-
cussion is a typical example of
how the majority of these work-
ers view the fascist demagogue:

“You know,” said an old
worker,! holding up a glaring
nawspaper headline on McCarthy,
“that guy's a worse communist
than they are. Did you see what
he did to that poor Mrs. Moss the
other day? He accused her of
being a red, then after they blast
her they find out there are three
Mrs, Mosses and they're fiot sure
they have the right one.”

“He’s a vreal phoney,"” said a
vounger worker, “"He's even go:
a fake war record.,”” He dug a

clipping out of his wallet. "I cul
this outl of yesterday’s New York
Times which is supposed to be a
real conservative paper. Accord-
ing to this, he didn’t get a medal
for being wounded in action. He
probably twisted his ankle some-
how and asked for a Purple
Heant.”

“He's always talikng about reds
in the unions,” the old worker
cut in . “I've been working a long
time and I never met a commu-
nist. If I did [ didn’t know it. 1
still say he's the worst communisi
of all.”

“Nah!" said a third worker,
“He’s more like Hitler and Mus-
solini.”

SEASON OPENS ON McCARTHY
AROUND THE LUNCH BUCKET

By Tom Denver

a few short weeks, but as far
Jersey plants of the Wright

Aeronautical Co. are concerned, it’s open season on Me-
S

Another fellow joined in. “Yeah,
that's right. He's doing the same
thing that Hitler did in Ger-
many."”

“Listen,” said a fifth worker
seriously. “In Germany conditions
were a lot different. People were
out of work and starving and
everything.”

“What are you talking about?”
said the old worker derisively.
“Things aren’t so darn good here
either. You name me one guy in
this plant who didn’t make a
thousand dollars less last year
than he did the year before!"

“Something’s got to be done
about this guy. He's no good,”
said the third worker.

“Did you know that the New
York City CIO Council has passed
a resolution opposing MceCarthy-

ism?" said a new-comer to the
discussion.
“Resolution hell!” =aid the

voung worker, still holding his
clipping from the Times. “What
the heck good are resolutions?
That's all they ever do is pass
resolutions.”

New York Tickets
For ‘Salt of Earth’

Tickets for the limited New
York showing of “Salt of the
Earth,” powerful film sponsored
by the Mine, Mill & Smelter
Workers Union, are avsilable at
box-office prices al the New
York office of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, 116 University Place.
Phone AL 5-7852.

Curran GCritics
Face Expulsion

From the NMU

Sharon
recently concluded National

Council meeting of the CIO National Maritime Union and
the current issue of that union’s paper, the Pilot, make
clear the sad fate of anyone who &

them by first appearing neutral
until he could size up the fight.
At the National Council meeting
he opened up an attack to ac-
complish his next objective which
was to split the opposition.

Officials who came to the meet-
ing with considerable grievances
against Curran’s lieutenants, were
informed in unmistakable terms
that opposition to these lieuten-
ants was opposition to Curran
himself. At the same time Cur-
ran kept his attack somewhere
within the framework of a fam-
ily quarrel in order to leave the
door open for the retreat of the
weaker oppositionists.

CAVE IN

That was accompiished. Boston

agent, Sven Peterson, Port Com-
mittee official David Ramos, Nor-
folk agent Carvello and others
who would have liked to join a
fight for a little move elbow room
in the unions, provided victory
was guaranteed, quickly mended
their political fences and desert-
ed their friends.
" The stage was now set for the
next move. Curran turned the
union’s paper into his faction or-
gan and blasted the opposition
group as an outside force disloyal
to the union and guilty of trea-
chery. No proof, no trial, no right
to present their views in the un-
ion’s paper. On the contrary, they
were forced to open up their own
headquarters and issue their own
material to reach the member-
ship. This was then seized upon
as further proof of disloyalty.

When we predicted in the Mil-
itant that the opposition would
be forced either to capitulate or
be expelled, it might have been
objected that Curran would not
dare expel officials who after
all were merely asserting their
democratic rights and clearly did
not differ with Curran over any
policy.

PACE EXPULSION

This week Curran confirmed
our estimate and left no doubt
as to the fate of the opposition.
In the current issue of the Pilot,
Curran directs a bitter blast
against the opposition and ends
with the promise that if they
should by chance get elected, he
would resign but that *when the
votes are counted, another gang
of would-be disrupters will have
been driven from the union.”

It should be clear that thae
right to oppose Curran or ‘any
of his machine in an election
carries with it the penalty of exe
pulsion,

This then is the sad fate of
union leaders who themselves
played a leading role in expel-
ling previous oppositionists and
whose witch-hunting record is
as good if not better than Cur.
ran's.

(More Next Week)

By John F. Petrone

Before 1933, when Hitler came
to power, three different policies
for stopping the Nazis were ad-
vocafed in the German working
class.

The Trotskyists advocated a
working class struggle for pow-
er through a united front of the
Social Democratic and Commun-
ist Parties and ‘the labor move-
ment. '

The Social Democrats opposed
such a united front and adopted
the policy of the “lesser evil.” In
the 1932 elections they supported
the reactionary militarist, Pres-
ident Hindenburg, against Hitler.

The Stalinists also opposed a
genuine united front and de-
nounced the Social Democrats as
“social fascists,” This policy
alicnated the Social Democratic
workers: and played into tHe
hands of the Nazis, whose dan-
ger the Stalinists minimized. At
times the Stalinists even collabo-
rated with the Nazis in demon-
strations and parliamenlary votes
against the Social Democrats.
The bankruptcy of both Social
Democracy and Stalinism was
fully reveal in January, 1933,
when Hindenburg, the so-called
“lesser evil,” himself appointed
Hitler chancellor, The Nazis then
proceeded to use the state power
to crush the working class, which
had been politically disarmed,
disoriented and demoralized by
the policies of their leaders.

In the United States today,
when MeCarthyism represents a
grave and growing fascist dan-
ger, the Stalinists are again fol-

With slight variations, they
have adopted the same “Jesser
evil” policy that proved so disas-
trous in Germany. It is masked
with radical - sounding phrases,
but it is the same policy that
paved the way for Hitler.

“Stamp out McCarthyism," says
William Z. Foster, Stalinist na-
tional chairman in the March 17
Daily Worker. How? “In the
coming November elections the
labor and progressive forces
should defeat every McCarthyite
who appears on any ticket and
elect strong anti-McCarthy can-
didates.!

This sounds attractive and mil-
itant — until you ask some vital
questions: HOW can the McCar-
thyites be defeated in November?
WHO are the “strong =anti-Mc-
Carthy candidates”™ whom
Stalinists want to elect?

These «questions are not ans-
wered in Foster’s article. But the
answers were supplied in & draft
program of the Communist Par-
ty entitled “The American Way
—to Jobs, Peace, Democracy,”
printed in the March 7 Worker.

What the Stalinists mean by
“strong - anti - McCarthy candi-
dates” is — Democrats, and even
Republicans. All these capitalist
politicians have to do is make
some anti-McCarthy gestures or
statements, and they are assured
of the Communist Party’s support.

All of the Democrats in Con-
gress, with the exception of two,
voted in favor of the appropria-
tions demanded by the McCarthy
and Velde committees in Feb-
ruary. This showed the emptiness

lowing a false and Urcacherous
policy.

of the Democratic Party’s “anti-

lhc'

necessity for the formation of an
independent Labor Party to really
come to grips with the fascist
menace, d

But the Stalinists are willing
to grasp to their bhosoms even
Ilemocrats who voted for the Mc-
Carthyite appropriations, and they
are opposed to :labor breaking
with the Democrats and starting
a party of their own in 1954,

“The two-party system,” their
draft program declares, “‘remains
the force through which the over-
whelming majority of the Amer-
ican people express themselves
in politics.” In 1954 and 19566, it
insists, labor must “attempt to
fight out the issues within the
ranks of the Democratic Party”
and to “help bring about a re-
grouping and realignment with-
in the Democratic Party nation-
ally and within the Republican
Party in local areas.”

Thus if the labor movement
follows the advice of the Stalin-
ists, it will remain a captive in-
side the two-party system and
will continue to clect capitalist

who turn around after being
elected and grant big appropria-
tions for McCarthy to continue
his witch hunting activities,
Instead of “stamping out Mc-
Carthyism,” this policy will con-

produced McCarthyism in the
first place.
In 1052 the Stalinists were

still eritieizing liberals who want-
ed to support Stevenson and the
Democrats as a “lesser evil” than
Eisenhower and the Republicans.

politicians, especially Democrals,’

tinue the political conditions that|.

How Stalinists Play McCarthy’s Gam

What they advocate today is
“a popular coalition movement
which unites labor, fhe working
farmer, the Negro people, small
and middle business, and those
groups of capital opposed to the
McCarthyite program of fascism
and war.”

Who specifically are *“those
groups of capital” the Stalinists
want the workers to unite with?
The draft program didn't name
them, But Foster's article makes
it clear: “Adlai Stevenson, E. R.
Murrow, Senator Flanders, the
Army leadership, broadeasting
companies” — all these, he notes
approvingly, gave “a number of
resounding belts in the jaw” to
McCarthy,

No matter that these people
are all redbaiters themselves, No
matter that they all agree with
McCarthy’s objective of stamp-
ing out ‘“‘communism” at home
and abroad. No matter that in
the long yun they will all unite
with McCarthy against any work-
ing class challenge to the capital-
ist status quo, as Hindenburg
united with Hitler. The “resound-
ing belts in the jaw"” they deli-
vered to McCarthy qualify them
for admission to the class-col-
laborationist coalition advocated
by the Stalinists as an alterna-
tive to a Labor Party.

Since 1952 the Stalinists have
moved further to the right. Ex-
pectations that the “resounding
belts in the jaw” which the Sta-
linists have received from the
Democrats would force them to
hecome more radical have heen
proved badly mistaken, Instead

Such “radicalism” has been junk-

McCarthyism,” and it proved the

ed by the Stalinists this year.

of fighting harder against their

linists are fighting harder to por-
tray them as a “lesser evil” and
to shake hands with them again
—and to get the workers to da
the same.

The Pabloites predicted last
vear and the year before that
the Stalinists “can go only to
the left,” and sewrrvied off to
meet them in a fraternal ren-
dezvous. But the Stalinists were
not there — they are in the De-
mocratic Party. And they are
cuddling up to the Democrats
again, in cynical disregard of
the real needs of the struggle
against McCarthyism, because
class-collaboration and not class-
struggle serves the interests of
the “peaceful coexistence” pro-
gram of the Kremlin bureaucrats
(who, the Pabloites also predict~
cd, would go to the left).

(This is the reality that the
Pabioites were so fond of invok-
ing, and it will not be changed
by Pabloite George Clarke's
junking of the term “Stalinist”
and his designation of the East
European states as “commun-
ist.”") .

The Democrals say that ths
way to stop McCarthyism is by
voling Democratic this year,
The liberals say the same.
The labor leaders agree.

So do the Stalinists,

And so did McCarthy in his
spcech on the Harry Dexter
White case last November!
For McCarthy knows that Mee
Carthyism will never he stopped
within the two-party system, and
that it will take a new party,
based on the labor movement and
its allies, Lo really end the threat

Democratic persecutors, the Sta-

of fascism in this country,



