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Purge in USSR
Spreads; New
Charges Hurled

By John G. Wright
The blood purge in the Soviet Union, which began at 

the end of June, had as one of its main objectives the 
complete overhauling of the secret police. Within ten days 
of Beria’s public downfall, con-S'
firmation came that this purge, 
as The M ilitant predicted, would 
not and could not be limited in 
scope. I t  has already extended to 
key sections of the Stalinist par­
ty and government apparatus. 
This extension was signalled by 
the downfall of Bagirov, one of 
the three remaining alternates to 
the Presidium of the Rusian CP, 
top ruling body in the land. Ba­
girov was also Premier of the 
Azerbaijan Soviet Republic and 
former F irs t Secretary of the 
Azerbaijan CP.

His downfall came at a jo in t 
plenum of the Central Committee 
of the Azerbaijan CP, the Baku 
City Committee and “ the active 
party workers’’ that was held, 
according to Pravda, “ the other 
day”  in order to solidarize un­
animously with the “ exposure of 
the treacherous activities of Bc- 
ria, the vile provocateur and 
agent of international imperial­
ism.”

But Bagirov was not removed 
on the same charges as Beria. 
He was not even denounced as 
one of Beria’s henchmen. The 
July 19 Pravda says that the 
main charge against Bagirov was 
that he “ violated the principle 
of collective leadership.”  He 
“ supplanted party methods of 
leadership by rude administrative 
practices, trampled underfoot the 
rights of Bureau members and 
Central Committee members, re­
fused to permit the slightest 
criticism of his conduct, ignored 
this- proposals of members cti the 
Bureau of the Central Committee, 
and personally decided all the 
most important questions.”  In 
other words, he behaved just as 
the other Kremlin masters do.

The post-Stalin regime evident­
ly  feels that it must have a “ lib ­
eral”  cover for its massive purge. 
The excuse of ferreting out “ de­
generates”  linked w ith Beria is 
not enough.

The question naturally, arises 
— what local party functionaries, 
let alone top government and 
administrative officials, can now 
feel secure in their posts, i f  a 
Bagirov can be purged on such

charges? Certajnly, nobody in 
Azerbaijan.

As a matter of fact, this same 
plenum took note of similar 
“ serious shortcomings”  and “ se­
rious abnormalities”  not only 
among top, party bodies but also 
“ in the provincial committees, 
city committees, and regional 
committees of the Azerbaijan 
CP.”

And to leave no room fo r doubt 
that the Azerbaijan party is to 
be overhauled from top to bot­
tom, Pospelov was placed in 
charge of the purge. He is an im ­
portant figure, one of the three 
secretaries under Khruschev, Gen­
eral Secretary of the Russian 
CP, the key post once held by 
Stalin.

Pravda has been denouncing 
editorially similar “ abnormalities” 
in Tadjikistan, in the Tatar Au­
tonomous Republic, in the Kha­
barovsk area committee, Cherno- 
vitsk city, and so on. This means 
that the purge is widening at a 
rate perhaps unexpected by the 
purgers themselves.

FEATURES OF PURGE
The following features of the 

purge indicate the new conditions 
and difficulties in which Malen- 
kov-Molotov & Co. find them­
selves:

(1) In previous post-war purges 
the hue and cry against “ Trots- 
kyites,”  “ Bukharinites,”  etc., was 
invariably raised. The ftussian 
press, along with the Cominfor-m 
press, has thus fa r avoided this. 
But the Peking People’s Daily, 
Mao’s official mouthpiece, took a 
contrary course, referring to the 
“ struggle against traitors Trots­
ky, Bukharin, Zinoviev, Kame­
nev and their like.”  This was 
carefully deleled by the Moscow 
censors. Nor was it  reported in 
the columns of the Cominform 
weekly, For a Lasting Peace etc.

(2) Previous post-war {mrges 
invariably tied in with the Krem­
lin ’s foreign policy, victims of 
the purge being framed up as 
agents of some “ foreign in te lli­
gence service,”  linked with

(Continued on page 4)

Senate Witch Hunters Pass 
“Talk-or-Go-to-Jail” Measure

Labor H a te r

Akron, Newark Share 
Lead in Fund Campaign

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Manager
Ten branches of the Socialist Workers Party contrib­

uted $970 last week on their pledges to the $18,000 Party 
Building and Publication Fund. This is the largest weekly
total since the campaign began, S
but we are lagging 15% behind 
schedule. The scoreboard (see 
page 3) shows a national total 
$4,307 through'Ju ly 20 — 24% 
of the goal to be reached by 
ScpJU. 15.

Four branches have set the 
pace necessary to hold the- on- 
schcdule line — 39% or better.

Akron moved up this week and 
now shares top honors w ith New-

Rhee Tries 
Again to Knife 
Korea Truce

Even while armistice negotia­
tions in Korea seemed to be near­
ing completion and hopes for 
peace once again soared high last 
week, renewed provocations and 
threats by the State Depart­
ment’s puppet. dictator in South 
Korea, Syngman Rhee, under­
scored the instability of a truce 
under present conditions. ’

Tlie entire country was assured 
by Dulles after President Eisen­
hower’s special envoy Walter S. 
Robertson returned from talks 
w ith Rhee, that an understand­
ing was reached with the South 
Korean regime that i t  would Un­
conditionally abide by the nego­
tiated armistice. On July 22, how­
ever, Rhee declared that the truce 
must have a 90-day lim it after 
which, if  his demand for the w ith­
drawal of Chinese troops from 
North Korea is not met, the 
United States must resume the 
war or promise to support Rhee 
in his renewal of the war. Other­
wise, the dictator announced, “ we 
cannot regard the understanding 
as binding upon us.”

A South Korean cabinet mem­
ber declared the same day that 
i f  a truce were signed tomorrow 
on the basis of the present ne­
gotiations at Pannrunjom, “ I  am 
indeed afraid it  would be a black 
day.”

, , ,, The day before, Secretary of
ploded last week when the Kenya gtate D<j)les tRrew cold water on

S^n. John M. Butler (R. Md.), 
sponsor of a bill to require li­
censing of unions by Subversive 
Activities Control Board. Un­
ions could be outlawed under 
this witch hunt measure.

Kenya High Court 
Rules Kenyatta 
Trial Was Illegal

The frame-up of Jomo Ken­
yatta and five other African lead­
ers who had been railroaded to 
seven years imprisonment at hard 
labor on charges of organizing 
Mau Mau acts of terror, was ex-

Ohio SWP Urges 
Governor to Veto 
Witch Hunt Bills

CLEVELAND, July 20 — In a 
telegram today, Jean Simon, 
State Secretary of the Socialist 
Workers Party urged Gov. Frank 
Lausche to veto two thought- 
control bills now on his desk.

“ Under the guise of anti-sub­
versive control," said Miss Simon, 
“ The Devine bill and the b ill de­
priving public employees in par­
ticular of important civil rights 
would.open the gates to unres­
trained McCarthyism in Ohio.

“ By setting up a special agency 
for investigating the political be­
liefs, ideas and associations of 
all citizens, the Devine b ill places 
a powerful weapon for intim ida­
tion and victimization of all op- 
ponents or critics in the hands 
of the dominant political party 
in the state legislature.

“ We urge you to veto these 
two bills.”

(See article: page 4.)

wark fo r firs t place on the score- 
board.

Chicago, in third place w ith 43- 
% of its $1,500 quota, is sticking 
close to its goal of $100 a week. 

B v if r i i l t - n  hiMti1u "krirve knot ’ this 
branch into fourth place with 
42% of its $1,500 quota fulfilled.

The other branches, behind 
schedule, are making a deter­
mined effort to catch up. Phila­
delphia, only 1% short, w ill 
probably be righ t on the beam 
for next week’s scoreboard. Alma 
Seton says: “ We are all very 
pleased to be so high on the 
scoreboard, and we’re going to 
try  hard to stay up there.”

A $50 cheek gave San Fran­
cisco a boost to 20%.

Los Angeles is moving into 
high gear. Four contributions, 
totaling $373, chalked up 19% 
for this local. Jeanne Morgan 
writes: “ We are setting up two 
or three money-making projects 
fo r the summer months which 
w ill help us make our quota 
securely.”

Nen- York increased its score 
by $192.

Milwaukee pulled out, of the 
zero column with a $25 contri­
bution.

Clara Kaye explains fo r Seat­
tle : “ You can expect some money 
on our quota in just a few days. 
I t ’s going to be hard to raise our 
fu ll quota, but we are sure we 
will make it. Our ‘down payment’ 
won’t be very large as some of 
our best contributors are cur­
rently on vacation trips, but we 
w ill make up fo r it  as the cam­
paign rolls along.”

Supreme Court ruled that the en­
tire tria l, which had lasted four 
months, was illegal.

The eourt held that Judge 
Ratisley Thacker, who had passed 
the brutal sentence with a Sten 
gunner beside him in the court­
house and then was smuggled 
out of Kenya like a conspirator, 
had no jurisdiction in the R ift 
Valley Province where the tria l 
took place. The defendants, how­
ever, are 
ing a second tria l and the B r it­
ish crown government is moving 
to appeal the court’s decision.

Kenyatta, head of the Kenya 
African Union, is the acknowl­
edge leader of the 3,000,000 K i­
kuyus in Kenya who are fighting 
for their national independence 
against British rule. A reign of 
terror has been unleashed against 
them by their British overlords. 
Soldiers and armed police follow 
a “ shoot-on-sight”  policy against 
any Mau Mau suspects. Brita in ’s 
Colonial Secretary Lyttleton an­
nounced that, in the four months 
between March 7 and July 7, 
Africans killed numbered 1,300 
and those taken prisoner 232.

the truce negotiations by ques­
tioning at a news conference 
whether there is “ a real w ill to 
conclude the armistice”  on the 
part of the Chinese.

A t the same time he asserted 
that he “ would not expect a truce 
in Korea to release forces fo r 
aggression elsewhere." Thus he 
publicly layed the basis for re­
sumption of the war in Korea 
after an armistice is reached, i f

still imprisoned await- the struggle of the Indo-Chinese 
~ people against French imperialist 

rule, fo r example, should appear 
to be nearing success with the 
aid of the Chinese.

These developments verify what 
The M ilitant has been emphasiz­
ing over and over again — that 
there cam be no peace in. Korea 
as long as America troops oc­
cupy South Korea and support 
the thoroughly hated and dis­
credited dictatorship of Syngman 
Rhee.

Even i f  the armistice agree­
ment. is finally signed, the truce 
w ill hang by a thread that can 
at any moment be severed by the 
State Department or its agent 
Rhee.

Resign fro m  M cC a rth y  Com m ittee

Sen. McCarthy is shown with members of his witch hunt 
committee before Democrats resigned, accusing him of assum­
ing dictatorial powers. Seated, left to fight: McCarthy, John L. 
McClellan (D. Ark.) and Henry M. Jackson (D. Wash.); stand­
ing, Charles E. Potter (R. Mich.) and W. Stuart Symington 
(D. Mo.).

Workers in East Germany 
Resist Stalinist Repression

By Murry Weiss
Thq, workers struggle continues, repressions continue, 

the Stalinist apparatus is in deep crisis marked by a grow­
ing purge, and more evidence of the scope and revolution­
ary character of the June 17®'
movement conies to light. This 
is the e'ssence of the news tr ic k l­
ing out of East Germany.

Despite, severe repressions and 
300,000 Kremlin troops, the work­
ers refuse to be cowed. They have 
changed the form of their strug­
gle in .the light of the new con­
ditions but they remain undefeat­
ed and fu ll of fight.

A sitdown strike of 14,000 
workers in a synthetic rubber 
plant, at Mersburg has been un­
derway since July 15. The de­
mand of the strikers is the re­
lease of those workers arrested 
after the June 17 uprising.

A slowdown strike of the Zeiss 
optical workers has been in force 
since July 14. A fte r walking out 
July 11, they were forced back 
by theats of the local m ilita ry 
commander to “ shoot every tenth 
striker.”  Their answer was con­
tinued struggle in a different 
form.

“ Wc want action, not words”  is
the reply of the workers to the 
promises of concessions by the

bureaucrats. The Stalinist? res­
ponded with a “ get tough”  policy. 
Ncues Dcutschland.jOfficial news­
paper of the Stalinist in East 
Berlin, admits widespread de­
mands among- the workers for 
new union elections. The work­
ers also insist, that the union 
apparatus should not be used for 
Stalinist government.propaganda.

Walter Ulbricht,' secretary of 
the Socialist U nity (Stalinist) 
Party, while admitting that in 
some cases the unions were act­
ing as “ an extension of the long 
reach of the factory manage­
ment,”  rejected the demand for 
“ unprepared”  new union elections. 
As fo r the demand fo r union in­
dependence from the government, 
Ulbritch characterized this as be­
ing in the interests of monopoly 
capitalism.

STALINIST REPRESSIONS
The following savage sentences 

were given: Lot-har Markwirth, 
photographer, charged with lead- 

(Continued on page 3)

Seek to Kill Protection 
Bill of Rights Provides 
McCarthy’s Victims

By Murry Weiss
A bill to deprive victims of Congressional inquisitions 

o f their last legal refuge was quietly slipped through the 
U.S. Senate July 9 in a little-publicized night session that 
devoted not more than an hour and a half to the far-reach­
ing measure. The Senators said little about the dangerous 
implications of the measure. They®-  
took no roll-call vote. I f  the om-'
inous measure (S. 16) is now 
stampeded through the House of 
Representatives, as the witch- 
hunters plan, it will have the ef­
fect of nullifying the Fifth 
Amendment, the important pro­
vision in the Bill of Rights which 
holds that no man may be re­
quired to testify against himself.

Passage of the witch-hunt b ill 
through this sneak play is a big 
victory fo r Sen. McCarran (D .. 
Nev.) who has singled out the 
F ifth  Amendment since 1951 fo r 
a wrecking job.

Witnesses dragged before Con­
gressional committees and g ril- |; 
led about their political beliefs 
and affiliations, or the alleged 
political beliefs and affilations of 
their friends, have invoked the 
protection of the F ifth  Amend­
ment to the U. S. Constitution 
which states that “ No person . . . 
shall be compelled in any crim­
inal case to be a witness against 
himself.’’ Under this provision, 
written into the basic law of the 
land more than a century and a 
half ago by demand of the Amer­
ican people, a witness can refuse 
to testify on the ground that i t  
may tend to incriminate him. 
This legal protection irrita tes the 
witch-hunters. They regard i t  as 
a “ loop-hole" fo r “ subversives."

Here is how the McCarran 
sneak play in the Senate worked: 
(1) The whole country was watch­
ing the sensational McCarthy- 
Protestant battle which resulted 
in the dismissal of one of Mc­
Carthy’s blooodhounds, J. B. Mat­
thews, and the resignation of 
three Democrats from his com­
mittee.

(2) W ith the spotlight on Mc­
Carthy, few people paid attention 
to the July 9 night session of 
the Senate. McCarthy seemed to 
be holding the hall and going 
down under a mass of Democratic 
tacklers. Meanwhile, McCarran 
scored a touchdown w ith his 
“ Kill-The-Fifth-Amendment”  bill.

The measure is designed to 
tighten the inquisitorial screws 
b y empowering Congressional 
committees to grant “ immunity”  
to witnesses. When they refuse 
to testify on grounds of possible 
self-incrimination, they are grant-

Chalks Up V ic to ry

SEN. PAT McCARRAN

ed “ immunity.”  Thus the F ifth  
Amendment no longer applies!

This promise of immunity is 
a fraud and a trap. The investi­
gating committees have become 
inquisitorial bodies that do not 
rely solely on legal penalties to 
punish their victims. Those cal­
led before the committees and 
accused by some bigot of being 
un - American are automatically 
smeared. The usual consequences, 
particularly i f  the witness in­
vokes the F ifth  Amendment, are 
disgrace, loss of job and bin • ’ * 
listing. Even to be mentioned 
“ unfavorably”  at these hearings 
is a signal for the whole Mc­
Carthyite pack to start baying. 
The actor John Garfield was 
hounded to his grave in this way.

But actually MeCarran’s b ill 
does not grant legal immunity 
from prosecution. Note the fo l­
lowing clause: “ No person shall 
be exempt from prosecution or 
punishment fo r perjury or con- 

(Continued on page 4)

The Narrowing Differences Between AFL-C IO
By C. Thomas I These arc lo fty sentiments. But

., Reuther does not answer the prob-
(F irs t of two articles) |e.m; he merely poses it. I t  is ob-

ln all of (he current talk about vious that organic unity, by it- 
unity negotiations between the I self, w ill not bring the labor 
CIO and AFL, the question of movement one step closer to his
program, which should occupy 
the most prominent part in the 
discussions, is given the least 
consideration. Organic unity, as 
an abstract proposition, has great 
appeal to the workers but in and 
of itself does not and cannot pro­
vide a solution for the problems 
confronting the 'organized labor 
movement. Nor are glittering 
generalities any substitute for a 
positive program.

An example of the above ap­
proach is the statement by CIO 
president Walter Reuther in the 
July 20 CIO News protesting the 
AFL Teamsters raids on the CIO 
Brewery Workers Union. Our 
goal, said Reuther, must be for 
“ all of us in the democratic trade 
union movement of this country” 
to “ stand together; to organize 
the unorganized; to improve the 
economic and social status of 
workers; to 'protect ia-bor from 
its enemies; and to build a 
stronger, more democratic Amer­
ica fo r all the people.”

goal. The policy of the labor 
leadership has led the unions into 
a blind alley. Organic unity, un­
der the same policy and leader­
ship, could lead nowhere. Only a 
radical break with the policy, 
program and methods of strug­
gle of the present union leader

awakening to trade union con­
sciousness.

In the period of its rise, the 
CIO took on the character of a 
vast social movement that over­
flowed the narrow channels pre­
scribed for the trade-union move­
ment by the fossilized A FL lead­
ership I t  attracted the best el­
ements in the labor movement to 
its banner. Worker flocked into 
its ranks by the million and its 
crusading sp irit engendered an 
attitude of fierce patriotic loyal

ship could invest Reuther’s gen. l:y to the organization. Its dyna- 
cralities with meaningful content, mism was reflected in its rapid 
This is the inescapable conclusion and continual expansion, growth 
that must he drawn from the of prestige and tremendous so-
experiencc of the past two de 
cades since the rise of the CIO.

The CIO enters the unity talks 
with the AFL. under unfavorable 
conditions, as pointed out in the 
article on this subject in last 
week’s issue of The M ilitant. I t  
is smaller numerically, less co­
hesive than the AFL and is 
plagued by centrifugal tenden­
cies. What is most significant is 
that i t  has lost that dynamic 
euali*y which distinguished it  
during its formative period and 
made it a powerful pole of at-

cial influence.
To carry forward its program 

of organizing the workers in the 
basic mass-production industries, 
the CIO was compelled to break, 
not only with the AFL craft- 
union form, concepts and me­
thods of struggle, but with the 
organization itself. Organic unity, 
under the conditions then imposed 
by the AFL leaders, would have 
meant betrayal of the fundamen­
tal interests of the American 
working class.

The CIO triumphed by bursting
traction fo r millions of workers the bonds of A FL unionism. I t

toppled the hitherto impregnable | bership” deal w ith the adminis- 
industrial empires by resorting 1 1  : 1 1
to m ilitant methods of struggle.
It went further and by establish­
ing Labor’s Nonpartisan League 
broke w ith the sterile Gonrpers’ 
policy of keeping the workers 
politically atomized. Im plic it in 
these developments was the ten­
dency of the CIO to break through 
the narrow trade union bound­
aries and move toward indepen­
dence, not only on the economic 
but on the political field.

This forward movement was 
halted with the advent of the 
war as the CIO leaders adapted 
themselves to Roosevelt’s war 
program. A fter Phillip Murray 
became head of the CIO the re­
treat- became a rout. The Murray 
leadership surrendered the inde­
pendence of the CIO to the Roose­
velt regime in Washington, s tif­
led its dynamic quality, dampen­
ed its crusading spirit, and more 
and more adopted the conser­
vative outlook of A F L  business 
unionism.

True, the CIO continued to 
grow throughout the period of 
the war. The tremendous expan­
sion of war production, together 
w ith the “ maintenance of mem

tration in- Washington, continued 
to swell the ranks of the union. 
But this growth was achieved by 
sufferance of the government and 
sei-ved to cement the labor coali­
tion in support of the Democratic 
administration a t1 the cost of 
labor’s independence.

Parallel w ith these develop­
ments, the rapid transformations 
in the character of the labor 
movement heralded by the hec­
tic rise of the CIO, together with 
the monstrous growth of war 
production, did not leave the 
AFL unaffected. Even the fossils 
of the AFL Executive. Council 
were compelled, to adapt their 
thinking to the new conditions. 
To compete with the CIO in the 
organization of mass production 
workers, the AFL leaders were 
forced to abandon their intransi­
gent apposition to the industrial 
form of organization.

This issue no longer constitutes 
an insuperable barrier to un ifi­
cation of the two organizations. 
Life itself has demonstrated what 
the AFL leaders so stubbornly 
refused to recognize — that the

able form to the workers in the 
mass-production industries.

They went further. The tradi­
tional Gompers’ political policy 
was thrown overboard and the 
A FL established its own political 
arm, Labor’s League fo r Political 
Education. For the f irs t  time in  
its history, an A F L  convention 
in 1052 endorsed a candidate fo r 
president, Adlai Stevenson. These 
steps constituted a radical de­
parture from traditional A F L  
policy. An' indication of how fa r 
the present head of the AFL, 
George Meany, has travelled from 
Gompers is his recent statement 
to a British audience that “ i f  
necessity demands us to go down 
the road toward a poltical party 
we’ll do it.”

These developments indicate a 
narrow'ing of the essential d if­
ferences between the two organi­
zations. Both carry out practical, 
ly an identical policy on the pol­
itical field. The question of or­
ganization form is no longer a 
major issue. Both compete fo r 
the favor of the administration. 
No great principle divides them. 
The question then, is not organic

industrial form of organization, unity as such, but what road fo r 
is the only suitable and accept-1 the American labor movement.
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What America Will Look Like Under Socialism
By James P. Cannon | Auguste Blanqui, the great1“ "

(The following lecture, given at French revolutionist, said: “ To- 
the Los Angeles Friday Night morrow does not belong to us.”
Forum, January 23, 1953, is the 
last of a series on “America’s 
Road to Socialism.”)

We Marxists conceive of social­
ism, not as an arbitrary scheme 
of society to be constructed from 
a preconceived plan, but as the 
next stage of social evolution. 
The preceding five lectures dealt 
with the struggle for socialism, 
which develops in succeeding 
stages foreseen, understood and 
consciously organized by the revo­
lutionary party on the basis of a 
program. The subject of this lec­
ture — “What Socialist America 
Will Look Like” — carries us be­
yond our formal program.

Our discussion tonight deals 
with the socialist society itself, 
which will grow out of the new 
conditions when the class struggle 
will have b<>en carried to its con­
clusion — that is, to the abolition 
of classes and consequently of all 
class struggles. Our preview of 
the socialist society, therefore, is 
not a program for struggle, but 
a forecast of the lines of future 
development already indicated in 
the present.

We ought to admit that, and rec­
ognize at the same time that i t  is 
better so. The people in the future 
society w ill be wiser than we are. 
We must assume that they w ill 
be superior to us in every way, 
and that they w ill know what to 
do fa r better than we can te ll 
them. We can only anticipate and 
point out the general direction 
of development, and we-should 
not try  to do more. But that much 
we are duty bound to do; fo r the 
prospect of socialism — what the 
future socialist society w ill look 
like — is a question of fascinating 
interest and has a great import­
ance in modern propaganda.

The new generation of youth 
who w ill come to our movement 
and dedicate their lives to it, w ill 
not be w illing  to squander their 
young courage and idealism on 
litt le  things and litt le  aims. They 
w ill be governed by nothing less 
than the inspiration of a great 
ideal, the vision of a new world. 
We are quite justified, therefore, 
in tracing some of the broad out­
lines of probable future develop­
ment; all the more so since the 
general direction, i f  not the de-

The architects and builders of tails, can already be foreseen,
the socialist society of the future 
will be the socialist generations 
themselves. The great Marxists 
were quite sure of this and re­
frained from offering these future 
generations any instructions or 
blueprints. Their writings, how­
ever, do contain some marvelous 
flashes of insight which light up 
the w'hole magnificent perspec­
tive. The insights of these men 
of transcendent genius will be 
the guiding line of my exposition 
tonight.

In attempting an approximate 
estimate of what life  w ill be like 
under socialism, we run up against 
the inadequacy of present-day so­
ciety as a measuring rod or basis 
of comparison w ith the future 
One must project himself into a 
different world, where'the main 
incentives and compulsions of 
present-day society w ill no longer 
be operative; where in time they 
w ill be completely forgotten, and 
have merely a puzzling interest 
to students of an out-lived age.

The Material Basis
Socialism w ill undoubtedly 

bring about a revolutionary trans­
formation of human activ ity and 
association in all fields previous­
ly  conditioned by the division of 
society into classes — in work, 
in education, in sports and amuse­
ments, in manners and moráis, 
and in incentives and rewards.

But all these changes, which 
can be anticipated and predicted, 
wall begin with and proceed from 
the revolutionary transformation 
of the system o f production and 
the consequent augmentation and 
multiplication of the productivity 
of labor. This is the necessary 
material premise fo r a society 
of shared abundance. The revo­
lutionary reorganization o f the 
labor process — of the manner 
of working and of regulating, 
measuring and compensating the 
labor time of the individual — 
w ill take place f irs t  and should 
be considered firs t, because i t  w ill 
clear the way fo r all the other 
changes.

Here at the start we lack an 
adequate standard of comparison. 
The necessary amount of produc-

tive labor time which w ill be re 
quired of each individual in the 
new society cannot be calculated 
on the basis of the present stage 
of industrial development. The ad 
vances in science and technology 
which can be anticipated, plus the 
elimination of waste caused by 
competition, parasitism, etc., w ill 
render any such calculation ob­
solete. Our thought about the fu ­
ture must be fitted  into the frame 
of the future.

Even at the present stage of 
economic development, i f  every­
body worked and there was no 
waste, a universal four-hour day 
would undoubtedly be enough to 
-provide abundance fo r a ll in the 
advanced countries. And once the 
whole thought and energy of so 
eiety is concentrated on the prob­
lem of increasing productivity, i t  
is easily conceivable that a new 
scientific - technological - indus 
tria l revolution would soon render 
a compulsory productive working 
day of four hours, throughout the 
normal lifetime of an individual 
so absurdly unnecessary that it  
would be recognized as an impos­
sibility.

Freedom from Labor
A ll concepts of the amount of 

necessary labor required from 
each individual, based on present 
conditions and practices, must be 
abandoned in any serious attempt 
to approach a realistic estimate 
of future prospects and possibili­
ties in this basic field. The labor 
necessary to produce food, cloth­
ing, shelter and all the conveni­
ences and refinements of material 
life  in the new society w ill be co­
operative, social labor — w ith an 
ever-increasing emphasis on la ­
bor-saving and automatic, labor- 
eliminating machinery, inventions 
and scientific discoveries, design­
ed to increase the rate o f produc­
tiv ity .

This labor w ill be highly or­
ganized and therefore disciplined 
in the interests of efficiency in 
production. There can be no an­
archy in the cooperative labor 
process; but only freedom from 
labor, to an ever-increasing ex­
tent- as science and technology 
advance productivity and auto­
matically reduce the amount of 
labor time required from the in­
dividual.

The progressive reduction of 
this labor time required of each 
individual w ill, in my opinion, 
soon render i t  impractical to com­
pute this labor time on a daily, 
weekly or even yearly basis. I t  
is reasonable to assume — this 
is my opinion, but only my opin­
ion, and not a program — that 
the amount of labor time required 
of the individual by society dur­
ing his whole life  expectancy, w ill 
be approximately computed, and 
that he w ill be allowed to elect 
when to make this contribution. 
I  incline strongly to the idea that 
the great m ajority w ill elect to 
get their required labor time over 
w ith  in their early youth, work­
ing a fu ll day fo r a year or two.

Thereafter, they would be free 
fo r the rest of their lives to de­
vote themselves, w ith freedom in 
their labor, to any scientific pur­
suit, to any creative work or play 
or study which m ight interest 
them. The necessary productive 
labor they have contributed in a 
few years of their youth, w ill pay 
fo r their entire lifetime mainten­
ance, on the same principle that

the workers today pay fo r their 
own paltry “ social security”  in 
advance.

On the road to that, or some 
similar arrangement, beginning 
already in the transition period 
which we discussed last week 
there w ill be an evolutionary 
change of labor regulations, cal 
culations and payments. Emerging 
from capitalism, the transitional 
society w ill caiTv over some of 
the capitalist methods of account­
ing, incentives and rewards. Peo- 
n’e first, w ill work fo r wages. 
They w ill be naid in money, back­
ed by the gold in Fort Knox, fo r 
the amount of work performed 
But after a certain period, when 
there is abundance and even su­
per-abundance, the absurdity of 
strict wage regulation w ill become 
apparent. Then the gold w ill be 
taken out of Fort Knox and put 
to some more useful purpose, i f  
such can be found.

When neople w ill have no fu r­
ther use fo r monev. thev w ill won 
der what to do with all this gold, 
which has cost so much human 
labor and agony. Lenin had a 
theory- that under socialism gold 
could be used, mavbe, to make 
doorknobs fo r public lavatories, 
and things like that. But no Marx­
ist authority would admit that in 
the socialist future men w ill dig 
in the earth fo r such a useless 
metal.

The accounting arrangements 
automatically registered bv money 
wages based on gold, w ill at a 
eertom stage be replaced bv labor 
certificates or coupons, like tick­
ets to the theatre. But <jven that, 
eventually, w ill pass away. Even 
that kind of accounting, which 
would take up useless labor and 
be absolutely purposeless, w ill be 
eliminated. There w ill be no mo­
ney, and there w ill not even be 
any bookkeeping transactions or 
coupons to regulate how much 
one works and how much he gets. 
When labor has ceased to be a 
mere means of life  and become 
life ’s prime necessity, people w ill 
work without any compulsion and 
take what they need. So said 
Marx.

Does that sound “ visionary” ? 
Here again, one must make an

¡•icatching “ précipitions”  — which 
w ill be standard equipment for 
every home — w ill take care of 
most of the house cleaning auto­
matically.

I cannot see why the average 
housewife, who isn’t  specially 
trained for it or specially adapt­
ed to it, should want to bother 
with it. I  cannot see why cook­
ing, house cleaning and janitor 
work shouldn’t be one of the 
national divisions of labor, -for 
which various people take their 
turns in the process fo r a cer­
tain number of hours a day, a 
certain number of weeks in a 
year, however it  may be allocat­
ed. Or i f  some people prefer to 
live communally, as many have 
found it advantageous, they’ll do 
that, and simplify things still 
more.

JAMES P. CANNON
National Chairman, Socialist Workers Party

e ffo rt to l i f t  himself out of the 
framework of the present society, 
and not consider this conception 
absurd or “ impractical.”  The con­
tra ry  wouldTie absurd. For in the 
socialist society, when there is 
plenty and abundance fo r all, what 
w ill be the point in keeping ac­
count of each one’s share, any 
more than in the distribution of

By this forecast I  do not mean 
to draw a picture of regimenta­
tion. Just the opposite, fo r any 
kind of regimentation such as 
that imposed by the present so­
cial order w ill be utterly repug­
nant to the free and independent 
citizens of the socialist future. 
They w ill live the way they want 
to live, and each individual — 
within the lim its of his general 
obligation to society — w ill de­
cide for himself. Better, in this 
case, say “ herself”  — fo r old- 
fashioned reactionaries who ig­
norantly think they know whal 
“ woman’s place”  is, w ill run up 
against the hard fact — fo r th> 
firs t time since class society be­
gan —  that women w ill have 
something to say about that, and 
what they w ill say w ill be plenty.

Wonder Cities of Socialist America

food at a well-supplied fam ily ta­
ble? You don’t  keep books as to 
who eats how many pancakes fo r 
breakfast or how many pieces of 
bread fo r dinner. Nobody grabs 
when the table is laden. I f  you 
have a guest, you don’t seize the 
f irs t piece of meat fo r yourself; 
you pass the plate and ask him 
t.r. help himself firs t.

Help Yourself at the Banquet Table
When you visualize society as many are condemned to poverty 

a “ groaning board”  on which and insecurity, carries w ith i t  a 
there is plenty fo r all, what pur­
pose would be served in keeping 
accounts of what each one gets 
to eat and to wear? There would 
be no need fo r compulsion or fo r­
cible allotment of material means.
“ Wages”  w ill become a term of 
obsolete significance, which only 
students of ancient history w ill 
know about. “ Speaking frankly”
— said Trotsky, “I think it
would be pretty dull-witted to 
consider such a really modest 
perspective ‘utopian.’ ”

The ethic of capitalism and its 
normal procedure, of course, are 
ouite different. But. don’t  ever, 
dear comrades, make the mistake 
of thinking that anything con­
tra ry  to its rules and its ethics 
is utopian, or visionary, or ab 
surd. No, what’s absurd is to think 
that this madhouse is permanent 
and fo r  all time. The ethic of capi­
talism is: “ Prom each whatever 
you can get out of him — to each 
whatever he can grab.”  The, so­
cialist society of universal abund 
ance w ill be regulated by a d iffe r­
ent standard. I t  w ill “ inscribe on 
its banners”  — said Marx — 
“ from each according to his abil 
itv  — to each according to his 
needs.”  I  speak now of the higher 
phase of socialist society, which 
some Marxist authorities prefer 
to call communism..

In the present society people 
are haunted by insecurity. Their 
mental health is undermined by 
fear fo r  their future and the fu ­
ture of th»ir children. They are 
never free from fear that i f  some­
thing happens, i f  they have a sick­
ness or an accident fo r which 
they are not responsible, the pun­
ishment. w ill be visited unon their 
'■hildren: that their children w ill 
be deprived o f an education and 
proper food and clothing.

Under such conditions this “ hu­
man nature,”  which we hear so 
murh about, is like a plant try ing  
to flower in a dark cellar: i t  real- 
lv  doesn’t  get much chance to 
show its true nature, its boundless 
potentialities. In the socialist so­
ciety of shared abundance, this 
nightmare w ill be lifted from the 
minds of the people. They w ill be 
secure and free from fear: and 
this w ill work a revolution in 
their attitude toward life  and 
their enioyment of it. Human na­
ture w ill get a chance to show 
what i t  is really made of.

The present division of society 
into classes, under’which the few 
have all the privileges and the

number of a rtific ia l and unnatural 
divisions which deform the indiv 
iclual and prevent the all-around 
development of his personality 
and his harmonious association 
with his kind. There is the divi­
sion between men’s work and wo­
men’s work, to say nothing of 
men’s rights and women’s rights. 
There is the division between 
manual and intellectual labor, 
which produces half-men on each 
side. There is the division between 
the city and the country,’ which 
is h a m fu l to the inhabitants of 
both.

These divisions are not or­
dained for all time, as some peo­
ple may think. They are the arfi 
ficial product of class society and 
w ill fa ll w ith it. And a great fa ll 
it w ill be.

The emancipation of women 
w ill begin in the very firs t days 
of the workers’ government, and 
very probably w ill be fu lly  com­
pleted before the socialist society 
emerges from the transition pe­
riod. The f irs t  condition fo r the 
real emancipation of women is 
their economic emancipation. That 
must presuppose the scientific or­
ganization of housework, like all 
other work, so that women too, 
can have time and leisure for 
cultural activity and the free 
choice of occupation; That w ill 
imperatively require the estab 
lishment of communal kitchens, 
housekeeping services, nurseries 
and kindergartens.

The average poor housewife in 
this country is made to think 
that she was born into this glo­
rious world for the chief purpose 
of fighting dust and wrestling 
pots and pans. That’s not true. 
Women are capable of participat­
ing in all avenues of activity, in 
a ll trades, in all sciences, in all 
arts. Enough have already broken 
through to demonstrate that.

One thing I ’m absolutely sure 
is going to happen early in the 
period of the workers’ govern­
ment, maybe during the firs t 
five-year plan. Under the slogan 
of more efficiency in production, 
reinforced by moral arguments 
which are powerful in the case 
—the rights of women to leisure 
and freedom for cultural and 
spiritual growth — there w ill be 

tremendous popular movement 
of women to bust up this me­
dieval institution of fo rty  mil 
Mon separate kitchens and forty 
million different housewives cook 
ing, cleaning, scrubbing and 
fighting dust.

What kind of homes w ill the 
people have under socialism, what 
kind of home life? 1 don’t know, 
and neither does anyone else. 
But they w ill have the material 
means and the freedom of choice 
to work out their own patterns. 
These two conditions, which are 
unknown to the greet majority 
today, w ill open up limitless vis­
tas for converting the “ home”  
from a problem and a burden 
into a self-chosen way of life  for 
the joy of living.

Homes w ill not be designed by 
real - estate promoters building 
fo r p ro fit — which is what the 
great bulk of “ home ‘building” 
amounts to today. The people 
w ill have what they want. The 
can afford to have i t  any way 
they want it. I f  some of them 
want'a house of their own in the 
country, and i f  they want to have 
their cooking and their house 
cleaning done on the present ba­
sis, nobody w ill stop them. But 
I imagine they w ill evoke public 
curiosity and quizzical glances. 
People w il say: “ They’ve got a 
perfect righ t to do that, but they 
don’t have to.”

Every man can have his little  
house as he has it  now, and his 
little  wife spending her whole 
time ■ cooking and cleaning fob 
him — providing' he can find that 
kind of a wdfe. But he w ill not be 
able to buy such service, and 
he’ll be rather stupid to ask 
fo r it. Most likely his en­
lightened sweetheart w ill tell 
him: “ Wake up, Bud; we’re liv ­
ing under socialism. You’ve been 
reading that ancient history 
again and you’ve a nostalgia for 
the past, You’ve got to break 
yourself of that habit. I ’m study­
ing medicine, and I have no time 
to be sweeping up dust. Call up 
the Community Housecleaning 
Service.”

The present big and crowded, 
ugly, unhealthy cities — I  was 
asked at a previous lecture — 
what w ill happen to them ? They 
w ill be no more. Once the tran­
sition period has been passed 
through, once all the problems 
o f abundance and plenty hav.e 
been solved, the people w ill want 
also to live righ t in the larger 
sense —  to provide fo r their 
cultural and esthetic aspirations. 
They w ill have a great hunger 
and’ th irs t fo r beauty and har 
mony in all the surroundings of 
their lives. These monster cities 
we live in today are blights of 
modern society. They w ill cer­
tainly give way to planned cities 
interlinked to the countryside. 
Everybody w ill live w ith the 
natural advantages of the coun­
try  and the cultural associations 
of the town. A ll the Marxist 
authorities were emphatic on this 
point. The crowded slums and 
the isolated, god-forsaken farm 
houses w ill be demolished at 
about the same time.

A new science and new art w ill 
flower — the science and art of 
city planning. There is such a 
profession today, but the private 
ownership of industry and real 
estate deprives i t  of any real 
scope. Under socialism some of 
the best and most eager stud 
ents in the universities w ill take 
up the study of c ity planning, 
not fo r the profitable juxtaposi­
tion of slums and factory smoke­
stacks, but fo r the construction 
of cities f i t  to live in. A r t in the 
new society w ill undoubtedly b« 
more cooperative, . more social. 
The city planners w ill organize 
landscapers, architects, sculptors 
and mural painters to work as a 
team in the construction of new 
cities which w ill be a delight to 
live in and a joy to behold.

Every child who has a talent 
fo r music or drawing or sculpt­
ing or molding or w riting  — and 
there is no such thing as a child 
without some talent —  can be­
come an artist of one sort or 
another. One who has an instinct 
and feeling for words can be­
come a writer. There w ill be 
poets who w ill g lo rify  the great 
theme of human solidarity, and 
they w ill not be starved and rid ­
iculed as they are in this ignor­
ant society. The poets w ill be 
honored, perhaps above all, be­
cause they have more, insight 
than any others.

All-sided cultural development 
under socialism, w ill not be some 
special g if t  or opportunity for 
favored individuals, but the her 
itage of all. The socialist man 
w ill have the most priceless of 
all possessions. He w ill have time. 
He w ill have leisure. He w ill 
have time and the means to live, 
to play, -to grow, to travel, to 
realize to the fu ll the expression 
of his human personality. And 
th a t,w ill not be the exception, 
but the rule. There w ill be a 
whole race, of people enjoying 
and expressing all those things.

1 have a theory — again a 
personal opinion and not a prog­
ram — that there w ill be two 
kinds of labor under socialism 
A ll, without exception, w ill par-

tive process, the source o f the 
peoples’ maintenance and abun­
dance. But that w ill take up only 
a small amount of time, as al­
ready indicated. Then, I  visualize 
another form of purely voluntary 
labor, unorganized, anarchistic, 
practiced as a moans of artistic 
self-expression, and freely given 
fo r the general good or as a 
service of friendship.

Handicrafts, once the basic 
form of production, were v ir­
tually wiped out by the devel­
opment of capitalism because of 
their comparative inefficiency, 
and many of the old skills of 
the artisans have been lost. The 
cooperative machine p r o c e s s ,  
which produced more things fast­
er and easier, eliminated handi­
craft as a serious factor in the 
productive process, and this prog­
ressive historical development can 
never be reversed.

But under socialism, where 
machine industry w ill be devel­
oped to the highest degree, pro­
ducing even more abundantly 
many times over than at the 
present stage of its development, 
I  can foresee a revival, a new 
flowering of handicrafts on a new 
basis. I f  this is theoretically in- 
admissablc as a form of labor in 
the socialist society, perhaps my 
speculative suggestion can be 
considered under the heading of

ticipate in the organized produc- art.

“ I Made It for Fun”

A Delight to Live In
iCommunal centers of all kinds 

w ill arise to serve the people’s 
interests and needs. ‘ Centers of 
a rt and centers of science. Jack 
London in the Iron Heel, speak­
ing in the name of an inhabitant 
of the future socialist society, 
referred as a matter of course 
to the numerous “ Wonder Cities” 
which had been given poetic 
names —  “ Ardis,”  “ Asgard”  and 
so on; Wonder Cities designed 
for beauty, fo r ease of living, 
for attractiveness to the eye and 
to the whole being.

Farming, of course, w ill be re­
organized like industry on a 
large scale. The factory farm  is 
already in existence to a large 
extent in the West. Tens of 
thousands of acres in single units 
are, operated w ith  modern ma­
chine methods and scientific u til­
ization of the soil, fo r the private 
p ro fit of absentee owners. These 
factory farms w ill not be broken

up. They w ill be taken over and 
developed on a vaster scale. Even­
tually the whole of agricultural 
production w ill be conducted on 
the basis of factory farms. The 
agricultural workers w ill not live 
in cultural backwardness, in lone 
ly, isolated farm houses. They 
w ill live in the town and work 
in the country, just as the fac 
tory worker w ill live in the coun 
try  and work in the town.

The separation between manual 
and intellectual labor w ill be 
broken down. The division be 
tween specialized knowledge of 
single subjects and ignorance of 
the rest, w’hich is a characteristic 
feature of capitalism, w ill be 
eliminated. The half-men, produc 
ed by these artific ia l divisions, 
who know only one thing and 
can do only one thing, w ill give 
way to the whole men who can 
do many things and know some­
thing about everything.

A New World for Children Too

Bring Down the Kitchen Jail Walls
Thirty  or fo rty  million women 

every day of the year trudging 
to- the market, each one loading 
her separate basket and lugging 
it  home to cook th irty  or fo rty 
million different meals fo r th irty  
or fo rty  million different fam­
ilies. What a terrible waste of 
energy, waste of productivity; to 
say nothing of the cultural waste; 
to say nothing of the imposition 
upon the women victims. The en­
lightened socialist women w ill 
knock the hell out of this inef­
ficient, unjust and antiquated 
system. The mass emergence of 
the socialist women from the

confining walls of their individual 
kitchens w ill be the greatest ja il 
break in history — and the most 
beneficent. Women, liberated from 
the prison of the kitchen, w ill 
become (he free companions of 
free lhen.

The drudgery of housework w ill 
be organized like any other d ivi­
sion of labor, on an efficient 
communal basis, so that women 
can begin to have some leisure too. 
Cooking and house cleaning, like 
any other work, can be done 
much better, much quicker, in 
cn organized, scientific manner. 
Proper air-conditioning and dust-

There w ill be a revolution in 
art. The class society, which 
splits the population into sep­
arate and antagonistic groups of 
the privileged and the deprived, 
splits the personality of the ar­
tist, too. A few selected people 
have the opportunity to study 
and practice art, remote from 
the life  of the people. A t the 
same time, not thousands, but 
millions of children have the 
spark of talent, or even of gen 
ius, snuffed out before i t  has a 
chance to become a flame. Chil­
dren of the poor, who like to 
draw already in school, soon have 
to put all those ideas out of their 
minds. They can’t  afford to be 
drawing pictures. They have to 
learn some trade where they can 
make a living, and forget about 
their artistic aspirations.

In the new society everybody 
w ill be an artist of some sort or 
other, and every artist w ill be a 
worker. Education w ill be fo r in­
tellectual pursuits and manual 
occupations simultaneously, from 
childhood to old age. Marx was 
of the emphatic opinion that chil­
dren should engage in productive 
labor from the age of nine, not 
at the expense of his “ educa­
tion” but a s^n  essential part of 
it. From an early age, children 
w ill learn to use tools and to 
make something useful to the 
people. The child w ill have the

satisfaction of learning by doing, 
and also of being useful and pro­
ductive even when lie’s a child

Then older people w ill begin to 
treat him more respectfully. They 
w ill regard ‘him, also, from an 
early age, as a human being, as 
a citizen, as a producer who 
shouldn’t be treated as a baby 
any longer. He w ill be reasoned 
w ith and talked to and treated 
as an equal, not beaterf or scolded 
or shouted at, or pushed into a 
corner. Marx said: “ Children
must educate their parents.” And 
in some respects they w ill do 
that, too, when they get a fa ir  
chance.

There w ill be such a revolution 
in the relations of children and 
parents as we can hardly con­
ceive of in this monstrous class 
society of the present. Parents 
often think they have been en-' 
dowed by some mysterious super­
natural power w ith the righ t to 
abuse , and mistreat children. 
Primitive man never had such 
rights, never dreamed of such 
things. I t  is only due to the de­
generation which followed the 
introduction of private property, 
that the mistreatment of chil­
dren and the double mistreatment 
of women became the rule. Prim ­
itive man in his natural state 
never knew such things. And the 
future society w ill know them 
still less.

I spoke before of the artific ia l 
division between intellectual and 
manual labor, and the half-men 
this division produces. The whole 
man of the socialist future w ill 
not be content merely to know 
what he reads in books, or to 
write books, or to confine him­
self exclusively to any other 
purely intellectual occupation. He 
w ill be trained from childhood 
to use his hands productively 
and creatively, and he w ill have 
plenty of time to exeercise his 
skills in any way he sees f i t ;  
to,do what he wants to do, what 
he likes to do.

I  should imagine that under 
such conditions man, the tool­
using animal, w ill assert himself 
once again. There w ill be a re­
surgence of free - lance cabinet 
makers, shoemakers, hand tailors, 
book binders, etc. These artisans 
of the future won’t compete with 
machine industry — that would 
bo anachronistically absurd — but 
w ill ply their crafts as. .a Special 
form of recreation and artistic 
self expression, and to make gifts 
fo r friends. I f  t'hcy want to do 
it  that way, who is going- to stop 
them?

In the present society very few 
get a chance to do the work they 
really want to do, and thereby 
they are deprived of life ’-s most 
solid satisfaction. “ Blessed is he 
who has found his work,”  said 
Carlyle. But how many are so 
blessed? Most people do what 
seems best to make a living. 
Those who are able to chose their 
work, and to persist in i t  at all 
costs, are very rare.

Taking- tho present society as 
it  is, I  personally have had the 
work I  wanted, that I  thought 
the time required, the occupa­
tion I was made fo r — that of 
a professional revolutionist. But 
in a socialist society, where there 
w ill be no need' and no room fo r 
social struggles or revolution, 
the likes of me would have to 
find another trade. I have thought 
that under such circumstances I 
would be a cabinetmaker, as my 
grandfather was, a man who took 
pride in his fine work w ith wood 
and tools. Another would be a 
book-binder, another a shoemaker, 
another a tailor — there are a lot 
of fine old crafts which w ill chal­
lenge the ingenious and the tool- 
minded.

Under socialism people w ill not 
fear to love their neighbor lest 
they be ,taken advantage of, nor 
be a s h a m e d  of disinterested 
friendship, free from all self-in­
terest and calculation. There w ill 
be powerful impulses to give 
things to each other, and the 
only possible way of giving w ill 
be by doing, by making. There

w ill be no chance to “ buy”  a 
present fo r anybody — because 
nothing w ill be fo r sale; and be­
sides, everybody w ill be free to 
take anything he needs from the 
super-abundant general store of 
material things rolling from the 
assembly lines. Presents, to mean 
anything, w ill have to be made, 
outside the general process. I  
thing they w ill be, and such g ifts  
w ill be really treasured and dis­
played on special occasions.

I ' imagine that when a man 
goes to -his wedding, ha’ll wear 
a coat of many cold's, like Joseph 
in the Bible, handmade fo r him by 
a friend .who is an expert tailor, 
who has made it  fo r him as a 
service of love. On holidays, he’l l  
wear a handmade shoe, moulded 
to his own foot by a friend who 
is a craftsman, who takes pride 
in his perfect work. And when 
he, in turn, wants to present a 
g if t  to a friend, he w ill make 
i t  fo r him.

Your house, the house of the 
well-regulated fam ily, w ill have 
as the things i t  is proudest of, 
certain things specially made fo r 
you by people who like you. This 
easy chair made to your own 
measure by your friend so and 
so. This hand-mortised hard-wood 
bookcase , made fo r you by a 
cabinetmaker, as a g ift. And 
those pictures and decorations on 
the walls — they were not ma­
chine-stamped at the factory, but 
hand-painted especially fo r you 
by an artis t friend. And your 
important and most treasured 
books, which came well-bound 
from the prin t shops of the so­
cialist society, have been rebound 
in fancy leather, by an old-fash­
ioned bookbinder, a real crafts­
man. He does this outside his 
general contribution to the co­
operative labor process, as a form 
of creative self-expression and as 
an act of friendship. I  th ink i f  
w ill be a great joy and satisfac­
tion to be an expert craftsman 
in the coming time.

M orality, which in class society, 
is either a hypocritical cover fo r 
material self-interest, or an es­
capist withdrawal from  the harsh 
realities of the class struggle, 
w ill be changed inside out. The 
adancement of individual special 
interests at the expense of others
— the highest standard of ca­
p ita lis t society — is summed up 
in the slogan: “ Getting Ahead”
— which means; getting ahead of 
others. I t  is the root cause of 
lying, demagogy and deception 
which are the central features 
in every election campaign, in  
advertising, and in all mediums 
of information and communica­
tion. The people are bombarded 
with lies every day of their lives. 
Capitalist morality itse lf is a lie.

Truth Will Come Into Its Own
There can be no doubt what­

ever that the new society w ill 
have a different morality. I t  w ill 
be a social morality based bn 
human solidarity, having no need 
of lies, deception, demagogy and 
hypocrisy. Those who cannot con­
ceive of any human relationship 
without thé “ getting ahead”  phil­
osophy of capitalism say social­
ism would not “ work”  because 
neople would have no incentives. 
They really have a low opinion 
of the human race. Incentives 
w ill not he lacking. But they w ill 
be different.

For one thing public opinion, 
uncontaminated by phony propa­
ganda, w ill be a powerful force, 
as i t  was in the unspoiled prim ­
itive societies before people knew 
anything about private property 
and special class interests. The 
desire to be approved by one’s 
associates w ill be a powerful in­
centive. In the new society the 
most useful people w ill be ac-

claimed, not the most “ success­
fu l”  in the business of getting 
ahead of others; not the rich ex­
ploiters, the slick fakers, the ly ­
ing politicians, and the generals 
famed fo r slaughter.

The youth w ill venerate heroes 
of a new type — the scientist, 
the artist, the poet; the inventor 
who discovers a means of short­
ening the labor time necessary in 
this or that occupation; the agri­
cultural expert who discovers a 
dew way of breeding seed and 
making bigger crops. The ap­
plause and approval of the peo­
ple w ill bo the highest incentive 
and the highest reward of the 
socialist man.

Scope fo r ambition w ill not be 
lacking either. The socialist peo­
ple w ill be completely alive and 
animated by driving ambitions. 
But their ambitions w ill have a 
different motivation and a d if­
ferent direction. Struggle is the 

(Continued on page 3)
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Americanizing "Pravda’s" Lies
The lying and squirming of the Amer­

ican Stalinists, in their crude attempt to 
explain away the revolutionary movement 
of the East German workers against a 
hateful and tyrannical regime, is an ugly 
sight. With firing  squads, mass arrests 
and other forms of terror, the Kremlin 
satraps are acting as strikebreakers trying 
to crush a genuine workers struggle.

And where are the American Stalinists 
in this picture? On the side of the counter­
revolutionary strikebreakers!

This treacherous clique masquerades as 
a communist movement. They have noth­
ing in common with the interests of the 
working-class struggle either in this coun­
try  or elsewhere. Venal agents of the bu­
reaucratic caste in the Soviet Union, they 
try  to give an “ American tw ist“  to Prav- 
da’s monstrous slanders against the East 
German workers.

For instance, the Stalinist Michigan 
Worker complains in a July 19 editorial 
that Reuther made a radio speech calling 
“ upon the workers of East Germany to 
rise up against their government.”  The 
editorial appeals to “ workers who yearn 
for “ peace”  to recognize that Reuther’s 
speech is an abandonment of the “ line of 
the recent UAW convention resolution on 
foreign policy which called for negotiations 
with the Soviet leaders for peace.”

There are at least three major lies in 
this one editorial of the Michigan Worker: 
(1) Reuther is depicted as an organizer of

The #/Little Tiger##

tht^East German workers revolt. Actually, 
Reuther follows the line of Wall Street’s 
State Department, and he was trying to 
sell that line to the anti-capitalist East 
German workers, who believe Reuther is 
fighting for their freedom even less than 
the American assembly-line worker be­
lieves Reuther is fighting against the 
speed-up. v

(2) The UAW foreign-policy resolution 
is depicted as a “ peace” resolution. Actual­
ly, the Reutherite bureaucracy supports 
the Big Business policy of heading toward 
World War III.

(3) The Kremlin line in East Germany 
is represented as & “ peace”  policy. There 
is as much peace in the Kremlin’s actions 
in East Germany as there is in the “ pacifi- 

•cation”  campaigns of western capitalism
to put down revolutions of the workers 
and colonial peoples.

The Kremlin’s counter-revolutionary ter­
ror in East Germany today serves the same 
aim as the Kremlin^s sell-outs in Europe 
to Anglo-American imperialism after 
World War II. Through these various 
forms of betrayal of the interests of the 
working class, the privileged bureaucratic 
caste in the Soviet Union seeks to main­
tain its despotic rule.

Both sell-outs and repressions weaken 
the anti-capitalist camp and facilitate the 
war plans of the capitalists. By the same 
token, the rise of the East German work­
ers enormously strengthens the world so­
cialist revolution.

What Sodalist America Will Look Like

Witch hunters McCarthy, McCarran, 
Dirksen and Jenner were hailed at a Nazi 
meeting in Mannheim, West Germany, 
July 19 as “ true friends”  of Germany, 
according to the N.Y. Times. The speaker 
was an American pro-Nazi, Edward A. 
Fleckenstein, who said he had been touring 
Germany for weeks in search of “ true 
Germans.”

He appears to have found the type he 
was seeking among the representatives of 
the 30 neo-Nazi groups he addressed at 
the launching of the National Rally party. 
This new party aims at the return of Nazi 
rule in Germany. This is the kind of au­
dience that can take to its bosom American 
McGarthyism and embrace the American 
witch hunters as “ true friends.”

The new German Nazis can find much 
to admire in their American friends. Mc- 
Carthyism fosters views similar to those 
of the Nazis. I t  attacks the democratic 
rights of the people and seeks to destroy 
the Bill of Rights. I t  hunts down and per­
secutes dissenters. I t  pillories anyone who 
dares criticize its practices. I t  enthrones 
bigotry in the Congress and State Depart­
ment and puts books to the torch in its 
drive to stamp out any expression of free 
thought.

In a sense the McCarthyites are the 
disciples of Herr Hitler. They may even 
dream of seizing power in America the 
way H itler did in Germany. But this does 
not mean that they are agents of H itler 
or of the new German Nazis. They are

native Americans who are preparing the 
ground for the rise of a homegrown fas­
cist movement. This is attested to by even 
so prominent a figure as the Democratic 
1952 presidential candidate, Adlai E. Ste­
venson. In Paris last week he admitted that 
when McCarthy started out he “ could be 
considered a little  tiger,”  but that “ I t  
seems to me that McGarthyism runs the 
risk of presenting from now on a rather 
serious threat, so much so that i t  would 
not be ou$ of place' to make an analogy 
with certain aspects of the beginning of 
Hitlerism.”

Stevenson’s warning is worth noting. 
I t  is also worth noting, however, that the 
Democratic Party head doesn’t  offer any 
proposals for combatting the danger, of 
McGarthyism. The real problem is how to 
fight McGarthyism, to halt i t  dead in its 
tracks and destroy it.

McGarthyism aims ultimately at the an­
nihilation of America’s mighty union move­
ment. I t  is this movement, matching in its 
gigantic social force the miraculous pro­
ductive powers of American industry, that 
can put an end to McCarthyism. I t  can do 
this by getting into the political figh t with 
its own fists — namely a Labor Party.

The time grows short. Labor waited too 
long to figh t in Italy, Germany and Spain 
after the firs t world war. The price was 
destruction of the labor movement by the 
fascists. McCarthyism is only a “ little  t i ­
ger”  today. We must not wait until it  
grows into a raging beast before we act.

Why Do They Revolt?
What is the great driving force that is bring­

ing one and a half billion .people in the vast 
undeveloped areas o f the world to revolt 
against the domination of the capitalist pow­
ers of the west?

The answer is poverty and the dawning 
realization that this poverty need not be.

As a pamphlet recently published in Eng­
land puts it, these teeming populations “ live 
in mud huts or tin shanties, in rags and in 
ignorance; they are almost always underfed, 
often ill and hungry, sometimes starved.”  

Some of these areas are among the most 
fertile and richly endowed on earth. But the 
great natural wealth is either siphoned o ff to 
the capitalist countries or development is sabo­
taged by the imperialist powers. Thus the 
gap between the poor countries and the rich 
ones constantly widens. |

The shocking fact is that the 19 richest 
countries w ith 16% of the world’s people 
monopolize two-thirds of the world’s income. 
The 15 poorest countries, w ith more than half 
of the world’s population, have to make ends 
meet with 9% of the world’s income.

These figures graphically reveal the basic 
source of the urge for freedom and indepen­
dence in the'countries reaching from Korea 
clear around Asia to Africa and across’ the 
A tlantic to South America.

Every American worker who believes in 
progress and the possibility of building a 
better world must feel encouraged and in­
spired by the mighty spirit o f rebellion that 
is stirring abroad. That is not because the 
American workers simply have a humani­
tarian interest in seeing other peoples improve

(Continued from page 2)
law of life, and so i t  w ill be un­
der socialism. But under social­
ism the struggle of men against 
each other, fo r personal gain w ill 
give way to the struggle for 
ideas; to’ competition and riva lry  
in serving and advancing the 
general good of a ll; and to their 
cooperative struggle to complete 
the conquest of nature.

The people w ill struggle co­
operatively — and through the 
competition of alternate plans — 
to move mountains, to change 
the course of rivers, to control 
climate and to get the fu ll ben. 
e fit of all its charges. They w ill 
organize huge migrations with 
the seasons. Why should only the 
birds have the rig h t to move 
Squth when it gets cold in the 
North? The rich have already 
claimed this right. The people 
who own New York, fo r exam­
ple, don’t live.there much of the 
time. They spend their summers 
in Bar Harbor, Maine, where i t ’s 
cool and breezy and their winters 
in Florida, on the sunny beach. 
Some of them travel to other 
countries w ith the changing sea­
sons. They stop over in New York 
only in the spring and fa ll when 
the New York weather is better 
than that of Maine or Florida. 
That, i t  seems to me, is a very

sensible way to live — i f  you- 
can afford it.

Under socialism, everybody w ill 
be able to afford to live com­
fortably and to travel freely, 
without passports. Can you ima­
gine people liv ing in Chicago in 
the wintertime, when they might 
be in California on a six-months 
vacation? Nobody ever saw the 
sun in Chicago from Labor Day 
to the Fourth of July; hut here 
— I, am told — i t  shines every 
day in the year — even when 
i t ’s raining.

Some people who have lived 
in a frost-bound place all their 
lives may continue fo r some 
years, even under the new so­
ciety, just from tradition, habit 
and ignorance. But once you get 
them to come to the Land of the 
Sundown Sea on a tria l journey, 
and see what California is like 
on the 23rd day of January, 
they w ill never be the same again. 
And the daring souls, the pio­
neers who w ill find this out, w ill 
write letters back and the word 
w ill pass, and the idea w ill grow 
up amongst the people in the 
frozen North: “ Why shouldn’t
we, w ith all our abundance —  we 
can afford it, we have plenty — 
why shouldn’t  we travel around 
and enjoy climate w ith the sea­
sons — just like the birds.’’

Explore the Great Universe
The people w ill have ambition, 

under socialism, to explore the 
great universe and to unlock its 
secrets, and to extract from their 
knowledge now resources for the 
betterment of all the people. They 
w ill organize an all - out war 
against sickness and disease and 
there w ill be a flowering of the 
great science of medicine. They 
w ill look hack w ith indignation, 
when they read in' their history 
books that at one time people 
had to live in a society where 
there was a shortage of doctors, 
a rtific ia lly  maintained.

I  believe i t  can be said with 
certainty that among the heroes 
of (he new society, whom the 
youth w ill venerate, w ill be the 
doctors of all kinds who w ill 
really be at the service of man 
in the struggle for the conquest 
of those diseases which lay him 
low. Man’s health w ill he a major 
concern and sickness and disease 
a disgrace, not to the victim, but 
to the society which permits it.

Having conquered nature, hav­
ing solved the problems of ma­
terial existence, having taken 
care of the problem of health, 
tfle socialist man w ill begin fin ­
ally — as Trotskv forecast in 
his b rillian t work, Literature and 
Revolution — to study, to know 
and to conquer himself. The study 
and mastery .of the body and the 
mind w ill bring the socialist man 
to physical and mental harmony 
and perfection, to the realization 
in life  cf the old aspirino- motto:

“ a sound mind in a sound body”  
— producing a new race, the firs t 
worthy of the name of man.

Under socialism there w ill be 
no more private property, except 
fo r personal use. Consequently 
there can be no more crimes 
against private property — which 
are 90% or more of all the crimes 
committed today — and no need 
of all this huge apparatus for 
ihe prevention, detection, prose­
cution and punishment of crimes 
against property. No need of jails 
and prisons, policemen, judges, 
probation officers, l a w y e r s ,  
bondsmen, social workers, bur­
eaucrats; no need fo r guards, 
bailiffs, wardens, prosecutors, 
stool-pigeons, informers and pro­
fessional perjurers. No need for 
this whole mass of parasitica] 
human rubbish which represents 
the present-day state and which 
devours so much of the substance 
of the people.

W ith the end of classes and 
their conflicting interests there 
w ill he no more "polities.”  be­
cause politics is essentially an 
expression of the class struggle; 
and no more parties, as they are 
now known, fo r parties are the 
political representatives of clas­
ses. That is not to say there 
won’t  be differences and heated 
debates. Groupings, we must as­
sume, w ill arise in the course of 
these disputes. But they w ill not 
be based on separate class in­
terests.

They w ill be “ parties”  based 
on differences of opinion as to

what kind of an economic plan 
we should have; what great 
scheme of highways should be 
developed; what system of edu­
cation; what type of architecture 
fo r the Wonder Cities. D iffe r­
ences on these, and numerous 
other questions of public inter­
est and general concern, w ill give 
the competitive instincts of the 
people, all kinds of room fo r tree 
expression. Groupings w ill be 
formed and contend w ith each 
other fo r popular support w ith­
out “ politics” or parties in the 
old sense of class struggle and 
the conflict of material interests

In the classless society of the 
future there w ill be no state. The 
Marxist formula that the state 
w ill wither away and die out has 
a profound ultimate meaning, for 
the state is-'the most concentrat­
ed expression of violence. Where 
there is violence, there is no free­
dom. The society of the free and 
equal w ill have no need and no 
room for violence and w ill not 
tolerate i t  in any form. This was 
the profound conception of the 
great Marxists.

I  recall that when I  was very 
young, I  read Jack London’s Iron 
Heel and got from there fo r the 
firs t time, in one single reference, 
a glimpse of the socialist future 
wherein violence w ill be unknown. 
In a footnote to the manuscript 
in this great book about the ruth­
less class war in capitalist society, 
ostensibly written by an editor 
in the socialist society, the au­
thor calls attention to an enig­
matic expression in the story. 
One of the characters is des­
cribed as having the build of a 
prize - fighter, and the editor 
thought i t  was necessary to ex. 
plain to the citizens of the social­
ist society what prize-fighting 
meant. This footnote reads: “ In 
that day it  was the custom of 
men to compete fo r purses of 
money. They fought w ith their 
hands. When one was beaten into 
insensibility, or killed, the sur­
vivor took the money.”  That had 
to be explained in the socialist 
society because they wouldn’t 
know i t  otherwise.

Trotsky, in his last Testament, 
written in anticipation of death, 
said: “ L ife  is beautiful. Let the 
future generations cleanse i t  of 
all evil, oppresion and violence 
and enjoy i t  to the fu ll.”  Just 
ponder those words — Trotsky 
was a w riter who weighed every 
word. His last injunction to the 
people who would follow' him 
was: i'Cleanse life  of all vio­
lence.”

I t  is d ifficu lt fo r us to com­
prehend such a possibility, liv ing 
in a society where even the smal­
lest children are taught that they 
have to fig h t and scramble to 
protect themselves in a hostile 
world. We can hardly visualize 
a world w ithout violence. But 
that’s what socialism means. That 
w'as the ultimate meaning of our 
fa r - seeing teachers when they 
said that the state w ill wither

East German Workers 
Fight Stalinist Reprisals

their living standards. They too are acquaint­
ed with poverty.

The prosperity in America, most prosperous 
of all lands, happens to be somewhat .lopsided. 
Alongside the fabulous profits raked in . by 
the capitalists, the working class has little  tc 
boast of.

For instance, the Federal Reserve Board 
recently noted that one out of every three 
skilled and semi-skilled workers doesn’t  have 
a dime set aside for emergencies. Among the 
unskilled or service workers, who constitute 
55% of the total labor power, one out of two 
is liv ing from hand to mouth. Even among 
the skilled workers only one in eight has a: 
much as $2,000 in bank accounts or assets 
readily convertible to cash. To round out the 
picture, we would have to know how deeply 
in debt the average worker is, but the above 
figures are sufficient to show that in tht 
United States itself poverty remains an ever­
present ¡menace even to steadily employed 
workers.

A downward turn in the economic cycle, 
and it  is quite clear that the American work­
ers w ill feel not only solidarity with their 
class brothers abroad, but an irresistible im­
pulse to join them in breaking through- the 
lim itations o f the capitalist system.

That, in our opinion, w ill prove decisive in 
the world-wide struggle of the masses to end 
poverty. When the American workers decide 
that the time has come to put our economic 
system in order, then the socialist society of 
abundance, so eloquently described by James 
P. Cannon in this issue of The M ilitan t, w ill 
be established on unshakeable foundations and 
the era of hunger w ill be ended forever.

(Continued from page 1)
ing the June 17 uprising, life 
imprisonment. A master wheel- 
right, 13 years. A shoemaker, 11 
years. A  vulcanizer and a build­
er viorker, -ten years each, three 
farmers, six years each. Eight 
teen agers, four to six months 
each.

.Nieske is a town on the Polish- 
German bolder. During the June 
days, the secret police headquar­
ters were destroyed and the Sta­
linist officials were beaten by the 
workers. This is the firs t official 
news we have of the participa­
tion of the Nieske workers in  
the June 17 struggle. The rea­
son fo r this mass tr ia l can be 
gleaned perhaps from an Asso­
ciated Press report that this is 
the town “ where Polish tank 
troops saluted the strik ing work­
ers.”  I t  is precisely where the 
insurgent workers fraternized 
w ith the Red Army that the 
Stalinist repression would be 
most severe.

The latest developments in the 
growing purge of the East Ger 
man Stalinist apparatus dovetail 
w ith the reports of continued 
workers struggle, revealing a 
sharpening crisis in the regime.

Adalbert Hengst, a secretary of 
the Stalinist party, was reported 
by Neiies Deutschland to have 
been expelled fo r “ supporting the 
provocateurs”  on June 17. *>

Bernard Weinberger, Minister

Nickle Bar Goes
The nickel candy bar is about 

to join the five-cent subway fare 
and the nickle cup of coffee. C. M. 
McMillan, executive director of 
the National Confectionery Whole­
salers Association, gave this un­
welcome news to the annual Can­
dy Salesmen’s Convention in A t­
lantic City, on July 9. He told the 
salesmen that the public would be 
“ happy”  to pay the ten cents for 
the new candy bar, but the sales­
men took the news without enthu­
siasm.

for Construction of Transport 
Vehicles and Machines, is on the 
skids. He was “ sharply censured”  
at the same meeting of the polit­
ical Bureau of the Stalinist party 
that expelled Hengst. Weinberger 
is the second cabinet minister to 
fa ll since June 17, Max Fechner, 
former Justice minister being the 
firs t.

W ili Stoph, Minister of the In ­
terior, is reported to be next in 
line.

The purge is revolving around 
two parallel axes. F irst, is the 
reaction to the in itia l panicky 
reflex of the Stalinist bureau­
crats to the powerful movement 
of the workers in the June 17 
uprising. In their frigh t, the 
Stalinists tried to deflect the 
workers wrath by announcing 
all kinds of “ concessions”  and 
promising a “ new course.”  Now 
the pendulum of official Stalinist 
policy is swinging towards open 
ruthlessness and the rooting out 
of “ defeatism”  and “ softness”  in 
the ranks and leadership of the 
party.

On July 16, Neues Deutschland
announced that the East German 
working class is infested with 
“ former Fascist officials, func­
tionaries, and employees of the 
Nazi state, former businessmen, 
entrepenuers, etc.”  This was fo l­
lowed by a declaration by Her­
man Axen, cadre chief of the 
party who said the “ central com­
mittee w ill investigate rigorously 
in the next few days how every­
one (in the party) has fu lfilled  
his task fo r the working class 
and draw stern conclusions.”

In  a speech to the sta ff of the 
Justice M inistry, Hilde Bemjamin 
conceded that the continued move 
ment of the workers was damag­
ing the regime severely. She made 
clear why Max Fechner was 
purged. There were “ dangerous 
tendencies”  inside the Justice 
M inistry”  to spare the provoca­
teurs, save them from their just 
punishment and thus enable them 
to carry on their criminal works 
still further.”  This “ criticism”  of

Max Fechner is made despite the 
fact that he reported 50,000 ar­
rested shortly after June 17. 
Hilde Bemjamin announced that 
“ The ringleaders of June 17 can 
expect no leniency from me.’

The second axis of the current 
purge in East Germany turns on 
the downfall of Beria in the So­
viet Union and the accentuation 
of the crisis in the w orld 'S ta lin­
ist apparatus.

The July 18 Neues Deutschland
announced a “ general screening” 
of the party. I t  stated that the 
workers of East Germany had “ a 
very special reason”  to draw les­
sons from the “ treachery”  o f Be­
ria. “ Foreign agents,”  the paper 
claimed, were involved in both 
the Beria “ treachery”  and the 
East German general strike. Thus 
in the distorted m irror of the 
Stalinist purges, w ith all their 
frame-ups, can be seen the in ter­
locking crisis of Stalinism in 
Eastern Germany and in the So­
viet Union.

away and eventually die out. 
They meant that eventually all 
violence of people against each 
other w ill w ither away and cease 
to be.

The people w ill turn .their at­
tention then, to that most im ­
portant problem of all — the 
problem of the free development

of the human personality. Then 
human nature w ill begin to 
change, or rather, to assert its 
real self. People w ill recover 
some of the virtues of prim itive 
society, which was based on sol­
idarity and cooperation, and im ­
prove them and develop them to 
a higher degree.

Solidarity Will Encit’cle the Globe
Leisure is the condition fo r all 

cultural development. “ The Glory 
that was Greece,”  justly  celebrat­
ed in song and story, was the 
firs t great confirmation of this 
law. Ancient Greece, borrowing 
from other civilizations, produced 
the f irs t  tru ly  cultured class. In 
some important respects i t  touch­
ed the highest peaks our race 
has yet known; and in the Golden 
Age of Pericles i t  came to its 
fullest flower. Its attainments in 
literature, the drama, sculpture, 
architecture, philosophy; in the 
beginning of science and in the 
graces and amenities of civilized 
intercourse — are the original 
pattern from which western civ­
ilization stems.

But that glorious Greece had a 
fata l flaw. Its  leisure — and 
therefore its culture •— were lim ­
ited to a very narrow stratum of 
privileged aristocrats. I t  lacked 
the technological basis fo r uni­
versal leisure and culture. The 
society of ancient Greece rested 
an a base of dehumanized slave 
labor. I t  was surrounded by a 
world of barbarism. I t  was con-

Our Role
That, my friends, is not an idle 

speculation. That is the realistic 
perspective of our great move­
ment. We ourselves are not p r i­
vileged to live in the socialist 
society of the future, which Jack 
London, on his far-reaching as­
piration, called the Golden Fu­
ture. I t  is our destiny, here and 
now, to live in the time of the 
decay and death agony of capi­
talism. I t  is our task to wade 
through the blood and f ilth  of 
this outmoded, dying system. Our 
mission is to clear i t  away. That 
is our struggle, our law of life.

We cannot be citizens of the 
socialist future, except by antici­
pation. But i t  is precisely this 
anticipation, this vision of the 
future, that fits  us fo r our role 
as soldiers of the revolution, sol­
diers of the liberation war of 
humanity. And that, I think, is 
the highest privilege today, the 
occupation most worthy of a civ­

ilized  man. No matter whether 
we personally see the dawn of 
socialism or not, no matter what 
our personal fate may be, the 
cause fo r which we fig h t has 
social evolution on its side and 
is therefore invincible. I t  w ill

stantly embroiled in wars and 
eventually went down in ruins, 
and nothing was le ft of i t  but 
what is scratched on stone and 
preserved on parchment. A  few 
ruins of the marvelous sculpture 
and architecture still stand to 
give an intimation of what was 
known and done twenty-five hun­
dred years ago.

Socialist society w ill stand im ­
measurably higher than that of 
ancient Greece, even in its Golden 
Age. Machines and science w ill 
be the slaves, and they w ill be 
fa r m'ore productive, a thousand, 
ten thousand times more produc­
tive, than the human slaves of 
ancient Greece. Under socialism, 
all w ill share in the benefits of 
abundance, not merely a favored 
few at the top. A11 the people 
w ill have time and be secure fo r 
an ever higher development.

A ll w ill be artists. A ll w ill be 
workers and students, builders 
and creators. A ll w ill be free and 
equal. Human solidarity w ill en­
circle the globe and conquer it, 
and subordinate it to the uses of 
man.

conquer and bring all mankind 
a new day.

I t  is enough fo r us, I think, i f  
we do our part to hasten on the 
day. That’s what we’re here for. 
That's all the incentive we need. 
And the confidence that we are 
righ t and that our cause w ill 
prevail, is all the reward we 
need. That’s what the socialist 
poet, W illiam Morris, had in 
mind, when he called us to 

“ Join in the only battle 
Wherein no man can fail,
For whoso fadeth and dieth, 
Yet his deeds shall s till prevail.”

disaster' for Japan
The Japanese government is­

sued a warning July 14 that Ja­
pan’s economy w ill head straight 
toward “ disaster”  i f  the U.S. 
cuts back on m ilita ry orders fo l­
lowing a truce in Korea. ------

The report attributed a big 
slump in exports to “ shrinking 
trade w ith Korea, Formosa and 
Communist China.”  J’rade w ith 
the New China has been blockad­
ed on orders of the Truman and 
Eisenhower administrations.

$18,000 Fund Scoreboard
Branch Quota Paid Percent
Akron $ 150 $ 90 60
Newark 500 300 60
Chicago 1,500 - 651 43
Buffalo 1,500 636 42
Philadelphia 400 162 38
Boston 550 193 35
Cleveland 350 1.20 34
Minneapolis - St. Paul 1,200 380 32
F lin t 250 65 24
Youngstown 450 105 23
San Francisco 1,000 200 20
Los Angeles, 2,500 465 19
Now York 4,500 800 18
Pittsburgh 30 5 17
St. Louis 75 5 7
Milwaukee 400 • 25 6
Detroit 1,500 33 2
Allenitown 60 0 0
Oakland 250 0 0
Seattle 450 0 0
General 385 82 21

Total through July 20 $18,000 $4,307 24

Last week’s U.S. casualties In 
Korea, were 1,026, one of the 
highest weeks since . November, 
14, 1951. A new total of 139,272 
casualties tvas announced by the 
Defense Department. The total 
showed 24,965 G.I.’s dead and 
101,363 w'ounded.

CHICAGO
Annual M ilitant Picnic

Dan Ryan’s Woods 
87th &  Western Avenue 

Sunday, August 9 
11 a.m. until ?!

GAMES CONTESTS 
PRIZES

Weiner Roast at N ight 
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Build a Labor Party Now
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10 cents
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The fu ll text of Trotsky’s masterful analysis of the 
Moscow Trials in his summation speech before the 
John Dewey Commission of Inquiry which investigated 
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An introduction by Joseph Hansen which brings the 
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Must reading fo r a fu lle r understanding of the back­
ground to the new frame-up in Moscow and Malenkov’s 
purge of Beria.

168 pages $1.00
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.



The Negro Struggle

Cleveland Scandal
By Jean Blake

Cleveland, Ohio, is faced with the danger 
of an outbreak of anti-Negro violence such 
as occurred in Cicero, Illinois, two years 
ago, but city officials nervously weigh 
political expediency against the costliness 
of a “ race rio t”  instead of acting decisive­
ly-

On Monday, July 13, Wendell and Gene­
vieve Stewart moved into their new home 
at 15508 Talford Ave. despite anonymous 
threatening phone calls and a meeting the 
previous Saturday night of 500 whites in 
the neighborhood who “ wallowed in an 
orgy of racial vituperation”  for three 
hours, according to eyewitnesses.

Mr. Stewart, determined to exercise his 
right to live in the home he had found 
with d ifficu lty and bought despite all pres­
sures to prevent title-and-loan companies 
from handling the transaction, hired a 
moving van with former heavyweight box­
er Jimmy Bivins in the cab to prevent the 
advocates of force and violence from car­
rying out their threats.

That night he refused the offer of a 
three-man committee of the neighbor­
hood whites to buy him out.

Tuesday, a meeting of the Mayor’s Com­
munity Relations Board tried to figure 
out how to claim the whites and at the 
same time protect the Negro family. A 
police car patrolled the area. The Board 
passed a resolution urging the Mayor to 
issue a strong statement on the Stewarts’ 
rights under city, state and federal laws 
and a clear warning that the City wo'uld 
act swiftly against anyone who engaged 
in further threats or violence.

This is the mush-mouthed statement 
Mayor Burke gave at a meeting with a

Tme MILITANT
committee of the neighborhood bigots, as 
reported in the press !

“ As a matter of law, i f  Stewart buys a 
home and wants to live in it, there is noth­
ing the Community Relations Board or you 
or I  can do about it. We are proud of the 
race relations record Of this city. The 
board wishes to give further consideration 
to this matter.”

Members of the city anti-subversive 
squad and the head of the Community 
Relations Board attended the hopped-up 
meetings of the white supremacists. The 
sessions were referred to as “ leaderless 
protest meetings.”  Why didn’t  the o ffi­
cials who characterize the danger as “ clear 
and present,”  identify the advocates and in­
stigators of force and violence and cite 
the law against them?

Vince J. Busa, president of the Lee Land 
Heights Civic Council, according to one 
local daily paper, was the only member of 
the committee meeting with the Mayor 
who was willing to identify himself. This 
is the same Vince J. Busa who led a suc­
cessful campaign some months ago to stop 
the City Council from approving a low- 
rent housing project in the area.

No wonder the City Fathers are on the 
spot. They’ve condoned, i f  not aided and 
abetted, Vince Busa’s anti-Negro cam­
paigns up >to now. But with no legal re­
course left for the race-haters in their 
attempt to prevent Negroes from living 
where they wish, and with the Cleveland 
Negro community in no mood to back down 
in its support of the Stewarts’ rights, the 
administration is being exposed. Political 
expediency, not concern for “ law and or­
der,”  is the rule it  lives by when the rights 
of minorities are involved.
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A Cop Stops You
------ :------------- By Manuel Rodriguez -------;-------------

You drive along the' highway, a citizen 
of the ‘free world’ somewhere near Galves­
ton, Texas. You’re a doctor, graduate of the 
Texas Medical College. You were the firs t 
Negro to be admitted into that Medical 
School and you received the highest honors 
of your class of 1953. Now you’re intern­
ing in a local hospital. Your teachers and 
associates have a high opinion of your 
ability. They expect a brilliant career for 
you.

A highway cop stops you. He claims you 
were speeding. Maybe he doesn’t  like your 
looks. He decides to take you down a peg. 
He puts the handcuffs on you and then 
comes down on your head with his pistol. 
That’s the last you remember. You wake up 
in a hospital and they tell you i t  took 27 
stitches to pull your lacerated scalp to­
gether. What you feel in your heart can’t 
be stitched together.

Your friends go to the local redress com­
mittee of the National Association for the 
Advancement of-Colored People and the 
NAACP attorney asks the FBI to investi­
gate the violation of your civil rights. The

cops and their cronies are enraged. They 
decide to give you the works. The cop, 
thinking fast, claims that you pulled a 
knife on him, that he had to subdue you 
in self-defense. They charge’ you with 
speeding, resisting arrest, assault with a 
deadly weapon, and intent to commit mur­
der.

A rusty blood-stained knife is found by 
a Justice of the Peace near the place you 
were beaten. They don’t stop to think that 
the cop didn’t claim to be wounded and 
that they will have to explain the blood 
stains.

Now you face serious charges with the 
possibility of long imprisonment. Just to 
let you know what Southern justice thinks 
about your case, the Judge fixes your bail 
at $10,000. Now besides recovering from 
a pistol whipping you’ve got to defend 
yourself against a frame-up.

An imaginary incident? Not at all. I t ’s 
a real-life case, and not an unusual one 
either. I t ’s the way capitalist democracy 
works in the U.S.A. in 1953, as Dr. Her­
man Barnett of Galveston, Texas, can tes­
tify .

Notes from the News
CLASS-MINDED JUDGE. U.S. D istrict Court 

Judge James Alger Fee in Portland, Oregon 
ruled that 54 transportation firms are liaible fo r 
damages because their employees refused to. 
cross picket lines of the Montgomery Ward 
strikers in 1941. Attacking unionism, the Judge 
made the novel argument that “ The insistence 
upon the paramount obligation of an employee 
to some distant union . . .  is the basis of the 
Marxian conflict of classes.”

*  *  *

BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM of the Me­
thodist Church after requesting and getting a 
public hearing before the House Unamerican Ac­
tivities Committee, attacked some of its proce­
dures. Bishop Oxnam said in part: “ I t  gives rise 
to a new and vicious expression of Ku-Kluxism, 
in which an innocent person may be beaten by 
unknown assailants, who are clocked in anonym­
ity  and at times immunity, and whose whips are 
cleverly constructed lists of so-called subversive 
organizations and whose floggings appear all too 
often to be sadistic in sp irit rather than pa tri­
otic in purpose.”

*  *  •

FREE ENTERPRISE. A 28-year-old Texas 
woman has offered to sell one of her eyes fo r 
$10,000 because “ all of her married life  has been 
a struggle and she hopes to pay o ff debts and 
get a fresh start by moving her fam ily to 
Alaska.”

*  *  *

FORMER CHAIRMAN of the Democratic Na­
tional Committee James A. Farley told the Col­
gate University Conference on July 16 that much 
of the criticism of over-seas book-burning was 
“ hysteria”  on the part of persons who had not 
“ ascertained the facts.”  Mr. Farley, who is pres­
ident of the Coca-Cola Export Corporation, says 
that we should make available abroad only those 
books about the United States “ which would put 
us in a favorable ligh t.”  Only Coca-Cola and half- 
truths for export, Mr. Farley?

*  * -  *

THE CONEY ISLAND amusement park in 
Cincinnati, Ohio is being sued by the National 
Association fo r the Advancement of Colored
People fo r denying admission to Negroes.

*  *  *

SKYROCKETING TRANSIT FARES are tak­
ing an increasing bite out of workers’ incomes. 
According to the July 20 Wall Street Journal, 
“ There are now 42 cities in the 25,000-or-more 
population class that charge a 15-eent transit 
fare. . . E ight transit systems have moved up 
to 20 cents.”  Before the end of World War I I  
most.cities charged only a nickel or dime. What’s 
more, fo r more money, transit riders are get­
ting  slower and worse service today.

THE VERY REVEREND Francis J. Connell, 
dean of the School of Sacred Theology of Ca­
tholic University, defended not only the right 
but the duty of the government to ban books 
in overseas libraries. W riting in the August issue 
of Catholic Men, this patron of the book burn 
ers declared: “ Every decent person agrees that 
obscene w riting  should be banned, but some do 
not seem to realize that false philosophies of 
life  can also be harmful . . . ”

*  » *

IN  REPLY TO A LETTER of Norman Thomas 
suggesting that “ socialists”  m ight be useful in 
the Mutual Security Agency in dealing with 
countries where socialists were in office, Scott 
McLeod, head of the State Department security 
system, pointed out to Thomas that “ i t  would 
be impossible fo r a socialist to make or influence 
policy which would carry out the intentions o 
President Eisenhower and the Republican ad­
ministration.”

» •  j»

THE COST-OF-LIVING, according to the la t­
est- Consumers Price Index of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, is now at an all-time high as 
food prices continue to advance. Rents and other 
living costs are expected to push the index still 
higher.

*  *  *

ARMY JUSTICE. Seven soldiers, ranging in 
age from 18 to 21, were found gu ilty  of mutiny 
by a general court martial last week. They were 
charged with acting in concert to override law­
ful m ilita ry authority when they disobeyed an 
officer’s command to fa ll in fo r close-order 
drill. They received sentences of 15 to 20 years 
imprisonment each.

* * *
SECURITY SCREENING by the Coast Guard 

of maritime workers was upheld by Federal Dis­
tric t Judge Edward P. Murphy, in San Francisco. 
The Judge ruled, however, that a worker must 
be given specification of charges against him 
i f  he insists, but. not the source of the charges. 
A screened worker is also denied the right to 
confront and cross-examine adverse witnesses.

* * *
“ JOSEPH I’ ORGIE”  got his job thanks to 

Mayor Impellitteri. Fired last March after 45 
years service for the city because a stoolpigeon 
reported that Porgie’s real name was Nicholas 
Lana, the 74-year-old worker couldn’t  get his 
pension. He fina lly  managed to get a break in 
the papers about his case. The mayor’s sudden 
charitable interest in Porgie won his Honor a 
round of applause in the press, all o f which 

"helps in what looks like a tough year to win 
another term ia office.

Liberals Pick 
Halley to Run 
For Mayor

By Harry Ring
NEW YORK, June 20 — With 

the mayoralty race well under 
way, the major development in 
the campaign has been the un­
successful attempt of the Liberal 
Party to secure a coalition with 
the Republicans and its subse­
quent decision to wage an in ­
dependent campaign, with City 
Council President Rudolph Hal­
ley as standard bearer.

.Neither the Democratic or Re­
publican bosses have as yet de­
cided whose hat they w ill throw 
into the ring. The Tammany po­
liticians are confronted w ith the 
burdensome problem of Mayor 
Im pellitteri’s embarrassing insis­
tence on nomination despite a 
highly unsavory record that has 
now been' capped by boosting 
subway fares from a dime to 16 
cents.

Although Halley is undoubted, 
ly  the strongest of the major 
candidates, he appears to be some­
what uncomfortable in his role 
as an independent and is making 
strenuous efforts to achieve a 
“broad coalition”  of “ independent 
Republicans and Democrats.”  To 
demonstrate that he really means 
this he has selected a Republican 
and a Democrat as his running 
mates.

The Liberal candidate for C ity 
Council President w ill be Judge 
Juvenal Marchisie, a machine 
Democrat who accepted the L ib ­
eral nomination only after losing 
his bid fo r nomination by the 
Democrats. For Comptroller, the 
Liberals have nominated Chase 
Mellen, Jr., a former County 
Chairman of the Republican Par­
ty. Mellen, s till a registered Re­
publican, is a silk-stocking pro­
ponent of “ good government.”

WANT A WINNING HORSE
With “ Boss”  Flynn and Tam­

many leader DeSaipio opposed to 
Im pellitteri on the grounds that 
he can’t win, i t  now appears like­
ly that they w ill attempt to shove 
through the nomination of Dis­
tric t Attorney Frank Hogan or 
Robert F. Wagner, Jr.

ALP CHOOSE McCOY
The American Labor Party en­

tered the campaign w ith C lif­
ford T. McAvoy as its principal 
candidate. This indicates a vic­
tory of the Marcantonio forces 
over the Stalinist wing in the 
party. For some time the Stalin­
ists have indicated they would 
•prefer that the ALP support the 
Liberals. Since the outset of the 
campaign the Daily Worker has 
trained its main fire on the Re­
publicans and Democrats and has 
been quite gentle in its treat­
ment of Halley.

■A short week before the ALP’s 
nomination of McAvoy, the Work­
er declared, “ The role of the ALP 
in the Mayoralty campaign is 
one of the unsettled aspects of 
the election . . . Election observ­
ers are wondering how the ALP 
campaign w ill fuse with the dev­
eloping anti-machine movement.”

Apparently Marcantonio saw 
no profit at this time in such a 
proposition and refused to go 
along with it.

H u n tin g  fo r  Jobs

UNION CHIEFS SILENT
Aside from the unions that sup­

port the Liberal Party, the leader­
ship of the balance of the labor 
movement has remained totally 
silent about the campaign. A t 
best their situation is not a happy 
one. Tied as they are to the old- 
time machines, they would cer­
tainly be reluctant to aid the 
Liberal Party to a position of 
political power in the city. A t 
the same time i t  appears rather 
dubious that either Democrats or 
Republicans w ill come up with a 
candidate they can sell to their 
membership as a “ friend of la­
bor.”  Insofar as they can avoid 
the issue, a course of “ sitting 
out”  the race appears to be in ­
dicated.

The Socialist Workers Party, 
which w ill hold its annual City 
Convention August 1 and 2, w ill 
have before it a motion from its 
outgoing C ity Committee to en­
ter the campaign with candidates 
of its own for the major posts.

Dulles7 "Blunder*
Secretary of State Dulles, while 

testifying before a Senate com­
mittee, inadvertently revealed the 
plan of the Eisenhower admin­
istration to build up Japan’s m ili­
ta ry  forces to ten divisions. W il­
liam J. Jordan, N.Y. Times corre­
spondent in' Tokyo, reports that 
U.S. foreign-service officers re­
gard Dulles’ revelation as a 
“ blunder.”  They fe lt, according 
to Jordan, “ that Dulles’ statement 
had erased in one day months of 
patient work aimed at slowly 
bringing Japan into the free 
world defense community.”

Rank-and-File Strike 
Flares at Linden Over 
GIVI Plant Grievances

By Ralph Rodney
LINDEN, N. J., July 21 — A jam-packed special meet­

ing of 2,500 members called by the “ Rank and File Strike 
Committee,”  of CIO United Automobile Workers Local
Union 595, today rejected an ap-3>------------------------------------------ ------ -
peal by five International Rep- These grievances are not pe- 
resentatives to call o ff their “ wild- culiar to the Linden General Mo. 
cat” strike and return to work tors Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontiac as- 
tomorrow pending the negotia- semlbly plant but are general

These men camped out fo r almost five days on sidewalk 
line waiting to apply for New York City laborer jobs paying 
from $51.90 to $59 a week. When applications were finally hand­
ed out, 7,500 men were on line. Available numbeT of jobs 180.

WITCH HUHTCRS PASS 
"TAlK-OR-JAtt" B U I
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Only $3
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(Continued from page 1) 
tempt committed in so testify­
ing.”  This makes clear the aim 
of the B ill — to destroy the pre­
sent constitutional protection of 
witnesses and confront t h e m  
with the alternative: become a 
stoolpigeon or go to ja il fo r 
contempt or perjury. Contempt, 
if  they refuse to inform on the 
beliefs and political associations 
of their friends; perjury, i f  they 
deny “ subversive”  thoughts and 
associations or make any state­
ment of fact that might be chal­
lenged by a professional stool- 
pigeon on the government pay­
roll.

LIBERALS BUCKLE
The liberals in the Senate viere 

either silent or openly, favored 
the McCarran bill, or, while of­
fering token opposition, actually 
helped the Nevada witch hunter 
stampede i t  through. The roll was 
called during the brief debate to 
establish a quorum, but apparent­
ly the m ajority drifted back into 
the cloak rooms. According to 
Richard L. Strout, Washington 
correspondent of the Christian 
Science Monitor, only a m inority 
was present when the vote was 
taken. I f  this is true, then the 
liberals must be charged with 
acting, in collusion w ith Mc­
Carran.

A single Senator could have 
blocked McCarran’s maneuver, i f  
he had wished, by simply mak­
ing a long speech. A filibuster 
in defense of the B ill of Rights 
would have attracted nation-wide 
attention, put the heat on every 
member of the Senate and given 
the forces interested in defending 
democratic and civil rights time 
to mobilize fo r action.

The truth is that not one of 
the liberal Senators dared to 
stand up and fight. Not one fe lt 
i t  politically expedient to get in 
the line of fire  from the witch- 
hunters- Senators Kefauver and 
Morse, who are highly recom­
mended by the labor officials as 
“ labor friends,” supported Mc­
Carran, reaching agreement with 
him on minor amendments. In 
the course of the debate Morse 
admitted, “ I want to say to the 
Senator from Nevada that we 
have not been 'as fa r apart in 
our objectives as some of our re­
marks m ight seem to indicate.”

Lehman, the “ reliable”  liberal, 
made a brief token speech against 
the measure. Others like Hum 
phrey, Sparkman and Douglas 
were tongue-tied. The liberals 
could have forced a record roll 
call vote Instead they participat­
ed in the shameful voice vote 
that passed the measure. Some, 
like Lehman and Magnuson, later 
recorded their opposition. Hum­
phrey, Sparkman and Douglas 
matched their silence during the 
debate by refraining from re 
cording their positions.

These are the people the labor 
officials ask the worker's to sup­
port as leaders in the figh t 
against the anti-labor reaction­
aries! One genuine representa­
tive of labor, backed by millions 
of organized workers, could have 
blocked McCarran’s “ K ill - The - 
Fifth-Amendment”  b ill. But labor 
doesn’t have a single represent­
ative in Congress.

“ FREEBORN JOHN”
In his Weekly of May 16, I.F. 

Stone, who was one of the firs t 
to call national attention to the 
danger of this new McCarran 
bill, recalls a timely b it of his­
tory concerning the origin of the 
F ifth  Amendment: “ The firm  es-

taiblishment of the privilege 
against compulsory testimony 
goes back to the case of John 
Liltourne, a contentious character 
who lived to become known as 
‘Freeborn John.’ He was arrested 
in 1637 on his return to England 
from the freer atmosphere of 
Holland and accused of having 
printed certain heretical and se­
ditious books fo r distribution in 
England. Lilburne was then a 
youth of 20. When brought be­
fore the Court of Star Chamber, 
he refused to take the oath and 
asserted that no one had the 
right to compel him to ' incrim i­
nate himself and friends. He was 
publicly whipped, pilloried and 
imprisoned. In 1641 the revolu­
tionary Long Parliament set him 
free and abolished the courts of 
High Commission and Star Cham­
ber. One of the successful de­
mands of Cromwell’s New Army 
was that no man be required to 
testify against himself.”

McCarran, McCarthy and Velde 
want to return to the Court of 
Star Chamber. They are the mo­
dern representatives of the me­
dieval darkness dispelled by the 
democratic revolutions of Eng­
land, France and the American 
colonies. The American people 
face a crucial decision: either 
submit to the new tyranny and 
lose all rights and every pro­
tection against the economic and 
political program of capitalist 
reaction, or fight, back and launch 
an organized counter - offensive 
against the McCarthyites.

The f irs t step in' such a coun­
ter - offensive should be speedy 
action to defeat McCarran’s “ talk- 
or-go-to-jai!”  b ill. The labor 
movement must put the heat on 
Congress and demand that the 
“ sweet ta lk” of the liberals be 
matched by deeds. I f  the House 
can be forced to hold public 
hearings on the bill, i t  can be 
defeated. Its  backers count on 
rushing i f  through before Con­
gress adjourns. Insistence on 
traditional procedure in consider­
ing this far-reaching and danger­
ous piece of legislation could k ill 
i t  fo r the current session of Con­
gress.

tions of their grievances.
A counter-proposal was in tro ­

duced and carried overwhelming­
ly not to return to work until 
next Monday, July 27. This pro­
posal was made and carried in 
order to demonstrate to the Gen­
eral Motors Corporation that the 
men were prepared to resist the 
threats of management and the 
pressure of their own Interna­
tiona! officials in support of the 
fig h t fo r their just grievances.

The dispute which led to the 
walkout on July 16 involved a 
long-standing grievance of “ fore 
ed overtime”  fo r the men in the 
repair department. For the past 
six months or more, these men 
have been compelled to work 12 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Any 
refusal to work these killing  
hours was met w ith the imposi­
tion of drastic penalties by the 
corporation. The dispute came to 
a head when one of the men in 
the repair department refused to 
work overtime one evening and 
was suspended by management. 
A majority of the repair men 
walked out in protest. A  union 
meeting was held after the end 
of the shift, and decided to strike 
the plant.

When the day sh ift showed up 
the next day they were met by 
pickets at the gate and refused 
to go to work. The plant was 
shut down tight. A t a special 
meeting called on Saturday, July 
18, attended by approximately 500 
members, the whole question of 
working conditions in the plant 
came up fo r discussion. Many 
grievances of long standing were 
raised and the fig h t was broad­
ened to include the most pressing 
of these grievances.

throughout the GiM empire. In  
a leaflet setting forth  the reasons 
fo r the strike, the “ Rank and 
File Strike Committee” listed the 
main grievances as follows:

Excessive Overtime: 12 - hour 
days, 7-day weeks have got to 
stop! The excessive hours GM 
forces us to work arc ruinous to 
our health, our families and our 
dignity.

Inadequate Relief: We demand 
adequate relief. The company has 
been giving us no relief, or run­
ning gaps of 3 to 5 minutes a t 
their convenience.

Speedup: The k illing  speedup 
forced on us by the company 
must stop. I t  is in juring our 
health, shortening our lives.

U n i o n  Representation: N o
more coercion and intim idation 
of workers, new or old, fo r filin g  
grievances and other legitimate 
union activities, etc., etc.

While admitting that the men 
had legitimate grievances, the 
main concern of the Internatio­
nal Representatives was to get 
the men back to work. They pro­
mised that i f  negotiations failed 
to bring relief a strike vote would 
be authorized. They pointed to 
the weakness of tying up one GM 
assembly plant as an argument 
to get the men back. But what 
they failed to stress was that a ll 
General Motors B.O..P. plants 
throughout the country have the 
same grievances and the way to 
force the corporation to come to 
terms would be to strike them 
all at one time in preference to 
the one-at-a-time outbreaks that 
constantly occur as the patience 
and endurance of the GM work­
ers become exhausted.

Mounting Opposition in Ohio Seeks 
Veto of “Dangerous” Thoughts Bills

CLEVELAND, July 20 — A new wave of opposition 
to the two thought-control bills passed by the 100th Gen­
eral Assembly of Ohio developed this week as House Bills
308 and 575 went to Gov. Frank®- 
Lausehe fo r his signature.

Unions, m inority parties and 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union sent wires to the governor 
urging him to veto the measures.
In a lead editorial July 19, the 
powerful Cleveland Press, loca)
Scripps-Howard publication, head­
ed the daily press in opposing 
the “ anti-subversive”  bills.

Although the newspapers had 
been silent on the matter, the 
news leaked out early this week 
that the opposition was consider­
able by the time the omnibus De- 
vine B ill (308) reached the Sen­
ate fo r a vote last week. A third 
of the Senators voted against it  
(11 to 19). Moreover, since op­
position to these bills was re­
portedly made a matter of party 
policy in the Democratic caucus 
in the Senate, some hope was fe lt 
in> liberal circles that Lausche, 
nominally a Democrat, may veto 
the bills.

The feeling is spreading in 
Ohio that the new restrictive le­
gislation would give a green ligh t 
to McCarthyism in this state. As

it  becomes apparent that McCar­
thy does not stop w ith  attacks 
on radicals, but aims to clean out 
Democrats and anti - McCarthy 
Republicans as well, Ohio Dem­
ocrats are beginning to recognize 
the danger to themselves of a 
sim ilar drive in this state where 
the Republicans control the legis­
lature.

Even i f  the governor should veto 
the Devine B ill and H. B. 57d, 
which denies public employees 
the right, to refuse to testify 
against themselves in investiga­
tions into their political activi­
ties, the Legislature could and 
probably would pass the bills 
over his veto. However, opposi­
tion to the reactionary drive of 
the witch - hunters itself would 
then be taken out of the realm 
of “ subversive”  activities.

A t the opening of the 100th 
Legislature last w inter anyone 
who criticized or opposed the re­
commendations of the Ohio Un- 
American Activities Commission 
was treated as a suspect. A t the 
close of the session that is no 
longer the ease.

NEW VICTIMS FALL IN USSR PURGE
(Continued from page 1)

Washington. Beria was accused 
of being a “ hireling of foreign 
imperialism”  but no specific 
foreign power has been named 
as yet in the current purge. Ap­
parently the Kremlin is anxious 
to keep Beria’s crimes prim arily 
“ domestic”  in character.

(3) In previous purges, with 
the exception of Stalin’s un­
finished anti-Semitic purge, the 
m ilita ry  was studiously kept in 
the background. Just the contrary 
is true this time. The Soviet of­
ficer caste has been brought more 
and . more to „the fore.

Thus, the initiative fo r the 
purge in Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
Armenia came from the Com­
mander of the Trans-Caucasian 
M ilita ry District. I t  was Gen. 
Antonov who called a special 
meeting of “ all Army Commun­
ists”  and announced complete 
solidarity with the “ decision of 
the Central Committee”  on Be­
ria ’s case. The plenums of the 
Georgian and Azerbaijan parties
— and the accompanying purges
— took place after the officer 
caste had spoken.

The next m ilita ry district to 
convene was apparently in the 
Carpathians. By July 16 Travel» 
announced that such meetings had 
taken place in “ Moscow, Lenin­
grad, Kiev, Trans-Caucasia and 
other m ilita ry  districts.”  Every 
branch of the armed forces, in­
cluding the fleet, the a ir force 
and “ the m ilita ry training insti­
tutes,”  has been involved from 
one end of the country to the 
other.

SPECIAL SESSION
To top it  all, a special session 

was held “ the other day”  in Mos­
cow of “ party activists of the 
M inistry of Defense of the US­
SR.”  The report was made by 
Col. Gen. Zheltov, chief of the 
Arm y’s Political Department, i.e., 
the m ilita ry secret police.

In addition to Marshal Bulga­
nin, M inister of Defense, the 
floor was taken by Marshal Zhu­
kov, Admiral Kuzentsov, Mar­
shals Sokolovsky, Govorov, Bu­
denny and Terescpkin, plus A r­
tille ry  Col. Gen. Nedelin and A ir ­
force Col. Gen. Zhigarev. The 
name of Marshal Vassilevsky, 
Deputy M inister of Defense, is 
strangely missing from  this list.

I f  i t  continues missing much long­
er, i t  may indicate he too has been 
purged.

Among the prominent figures 
already broken by the purge are: 
veteran Soviet diplomat Dekano- 
zov who was appointed Internal 
(secret police) Minister of Geor. 
gia in A p ril; the Estonian M in­
ister of Justice, Usenko; and the 
Ukranian Internal Minister, Me- 
shik, who purged Strokach and 
took his post in April. Strokach, 
in turn, now replaces his purger.

Beria’s purgers are apparently 
running into unexpected d ifficu l­
ties. The scheduled session of 
the Supreme Council was sud­
denly postponed fo r eight, days. 
Instead of July, 28 i t  w ill meet 
on Aug. 5. Not the least of the 
regime’s problems is to decide 
what concessions to make to the 
Soviet masses, i f  any. There is 
one concession that now looks 
particularly troublesome fo r the 
Kremlin, and that is, the liber­
alization of the Soviet crim inal 
code, originally promised “ w ith­
in 60 days”  after Stalin’s death. 
W ill the coming Supreme Coun­
cil reaffirm  this promise while 
carrying out a mass blood purge 
like that of the Thirties?


