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48 Miners Fate 
Murder F 
In Widen Strike

By Art Preis
Forty-eight union coal miners in the company town 

of Widen, West Virginia, face murder charges as the out­
growth of an armed clash between strikers and company
thugs. The arrested men were 
released on the huge bond o f 
$118,000 a fte r  a p re lim in a ry  hear­
in g  on M ay 7. On M ay 22 a fte r  
tw o  weeks recess fro m  p icke tin g , 
s tr ik e rs  resumed th e ir  e ig h t- 
montjji v ig il on the h ighw ay 
bo rde ring  the E lk  R iver Coal &  
Lum ber Com pany’s non - un ion 
c itadel in  C lay County.

These are the bare m a jo r facta

General Motors 
Agrees to Wage 
Revision in Pact

General M otors C orpora tion  has 
agreed to the demand o f the CIO  
U n ited  A u tom ob ile  W orkers to  
incorpora te  cost. - o f - l iv in g  wage 
increases gained under the 
escalator clause in to  the pe r­
manent basic wages.

The demand was granted 
despite, the fa c t th a t the flve- 
yeu r con tract signed in 1950 had 
tw o  more years to run . Since the 
changes in the wage con tract w ill 
cost the com pany a mere $15 
m illio n  a year m ore in  wages, 
compared to net p ro fits  run n ing  
to  noarly  a h a lf-b illio n  yea rly , i t  
did no t in s is t on a s tr ic t  
adherence to the long-te rm  con­
trac t.

A y  agreeing to U A W  President. 
W a lte r R cu ther’s fo rm u la  th a t a 
long -te rm  con tract m ust be a 
“ l iv in g  docum ent”  sub ject to  
change in the event o f sudden 
d ras tic  s h ifts  in  economic condi­
tions, the company has obtained 
the assurance o f the U A W  top 
leaders th a t they w ill continue 
the po licy o f m aking such agree­
ments. The five - yea r contracts 
have prev ious ly  raised much 
resentm ent in the auto un ion's 
ranks.

The con trac t as o r ig in a lly  d ra ft ­
ed is s t i l l  in  force w ith  respect 
to shop conditions, p roduction 
quotas and all m atters  not re la t­
in g  to wages. Th is im p o rta n t p a rt 
o f the long -te rm  con trac t has 
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o f one o f the m ost heroic labo r 
s trugg les th is  coun try  has known 
in years —  a ba ttle  in which a 
group o f isolated coal m iners, 
subjected a ll th e ir  lives to com­
pany dom ination , have stood up 
m onth a f te r  m onth aga inst the 
combined forces o f the company 
s trikebreakers and gangsters, 
county deputies and state police. 
The fram e-up  move aga inst 48 o f 
them  has clim axed the re ign  o f 
te rro r  unloosed b y  the company 
and its  m in ions to  break the f ig h t­
in g  s p ir it  o f the s tr ik e rs  and drive  
them  back to the degradation o f 
company unionism .

The c a p ita lis t newspapers have 
de libe ra te ly  buried the fac ts  about 
th is  b itte r  labor ba ttle . W hat l i t t le  
nows they p rin ted  about the 
a rre s t o f the 48 concealed both 
the background o f the  s trugg le  
lead ing to the death o f a company 
s trikeb reaker and the fa c t th a t he 
was p a r t  o f a v ig ila n te  gang 
w hich had made a deliberate 
armed assault on the s tr ike rs , 
who were forced to f ig h t back in 
self-defense.

But- Labor’s D a ily , the on ly 
d a ily  labo r newspaper in Am erica, 
sponsored by the In te rn a tion a l 
T ypograph ica l U n ion, has pene­
tra ted  the news iron  cu rta in  and 
the arm ed com pany guards around 
W iden. Thanks to the courage o f 
one o f its  unnamed s ta ff  co r­
respondents, who uncovered the 
fac ts  on the Spot, we are now 
learn ing  fo r  the f irs t  tim e  some, o f 
the  s t ir r in g  events th a t have 
m arked th is  am azing f ig h t fo r  
un ion ism  p u t up by the W iden 
m iners.

C O M P A N Y  TO W N
To know w ha t these w orkers 

have been up against, you have 
to know where they live  and whom 
they w ork  fo r. W iden is one o f the 
last, company tow n il in  W est 
V irg in ia  —- s t i l l  run  jus t about 
like  the company towns you used 
to read o f 30 years ago before 
the upsurge o f the m iners th a t 
b u ilt  t.he U n ited  M ine W orkers  
in to  the po w e rfu l union i t  is to- 
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Petrovski Case Seen 
Blow to Stalin Myth

By John G. Wright
Early in May, the Moscow press announced the award 

of the Red Banner of Labor to G. I. Petrovski, in connec­
tion with his 75th birthday and for his “services to the
.stat e.”  Such m atters are as a ru le  -----------------------------------------------------
rou tine . N o t so in the case o f 
P e trovsk i, an Old Bolshevik and 
one-tim e U kra in ia n  figurehead in 
the S ta lin is t h ierarchy.

This celebration came several 
m onths la te fo r  h im , inasmuch as 
his 75th b irth d a y  fe ll on Fob. 4. 
B u t i t  did happen that, tow ard 
the  end o f M ay 1988 P etrovski 
was purged, a long w ith  m ost of 
the o ther p rom inen t p a r ty  and 
governm ent func tiona ries  in  the 
U kra ine , then headed by S. V. 
Kosior, f ir s t  secretary- o f the 
U k ra in ia n  C om m unist P a rty  and 
m em ber o f the P o litica l Bureau 
o f the Russian CP. So th a t 
P e tro vsk i’s sudden re h a b ilita tio n  
m ay be said te coincide n o t so 
much w ith  h is b ir th d a y  (when 
S ta lin  was s t ill a live ) as w ith  
the  15th ann iversary  o f his fa ll 
fro m  fa v o r w ith  S talin.

The ind iv idua l who carried  ou t 
the  purge o f P e trovsk i (artd 
o th e r U kra in ian  leaders a t the 
tim e.) was none o ther than N ik ita . 
Khruschev, present. General Sec­
re ta ry  o f the Russian CP, whom 
S ta lin  appointed f irs t  secretary 
fo r  the U kra ine  and p u rg e r-in - 
ch ie f in Jan ua ry  1938. S ta lin  
la te r awarded K hn ischev the 
O rder o f the Red Banner fo r  
these ‘‘services to  the sta te ”  — 
in the U kra ine .

P e tro vsk i’s reh ab ilita tion , the 
t im in g  plus the choice o f the 
award, are not. mere coincidences. 
They place im portance on such 
th in gs  in the K rem lin . W ha t is 
indicated here, among o the r 
item s, is a slap a t S ta lin  which 
is a t the same tim e  a slap a t

Khruschev. More im p o rta n t, Pe­
tro v s k i’s re h a b ilita tio n  is con­
nected w ith  the p o s t-S ta lin  
reg im e’s dom estic problem s, in  
th is  instance, the  U kra ine  in 
p a rticu la r.

T lie  la s t tim e Pravda celebrated 
Petrovski's  b ir th d a y  was 15 years 
ago, when he reached the age, o f 
60 on Feb. 4, 1938. I t  was made a 
s o rt o f ho liday fo r  the whole 
p a r ty . The C entra l Com m ittee, 
headed by S ta lin , w ished him  
m any happy re tu rn s ; so did the 
Council o f People’s Com m issars; 
so did the Praesld ium  o f the 
Supreme CounciL P e trovsk i was 
fe ted and photographed in S ta lin ’s 
com pany in to  M ay o f th a t year.

He was a t the tune the o ffic ia l 
head o f the U kra in ia n  govern­
ment, having served as C hainnan 
o f the U kra in ia n  Executive Com­
m ittee since 1919. Since 1924 he 
had been one o f the  Chairm en o f 
the Executive Com m ittee o f the 
USSR. As a m a tte r o f fac t, he 
together w ith  K M in in  were the. 
two chairm en (o u t o f a to ta l o f 
seven) who survived the mass 
purges o f 1936-37 (the  o ther five 
were shot as “ enemies o f the 
people” ). T h is  shows what, a 100% 
S ta lin is t P etrovsk i re a lly  was.

H is life tim e  record is  no t w ith ­
out in te rest. Toge ther w ith  
M olotov, P etrovski was elected to  
the p a r ty ’s Centra l Com m ittee, in  
Len in ’s life tim e , a t the N in th  Con­
gress in 1920; and became a fu ll 
m em ber at. t.he Tenth Congress in 
1921. A f te r  Lenin died, Petrovski 
became in 1925 a candidate to the 
P o litica l Bureau, a post he 
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Witch Hunters Push Doomed 
Couple Toward Death Chair

Legless Vet's Signed, Sealed and  Delivered

Appeal to Get

C E D R IC  B E L F R A G E , B r i t ­
ish-born ed ito r o f weekly N a ­
tion a l Guardian, was arrested 
and taken to E ll is  Is land fo r 
possible deporta tion  a fte r  M c­
C a rth y ’s Senate Inve s tiga tin g  
Subcom m ittee and House Un- 
Am erican Com m ittee demanded 
his expulsion • fo r  c r it ic iz in g  
th e ir  w itch  hunt ac tiv ities .

Fairless Declares
Strikes Outmoded

Am erican cap ita lism  is on its  
w ay  to  so lv ing  its  “ kn o ttie s t 
p rob lem ”  —  the conflict, be­
tween labor and management. 
Benjam in F. Fairless, Chairm an 
o f U n ited  Stares Steel Corp., 
predicted M ay 21.

“ I believe th a t we can, th a t we 
shall and th a t we m ust find the 
w ay to in du s tria l peace,”  said the 
in d u s tria l m agnate. He derided 
the idea tha t labor and m an­
agement are na tu ra l and eterna l 
enemies and th a t collective ba r­
ga in ing  calls fo r  labor and m an­
agem ent to t r y  to  take som ething 
aw ay fro m  each other.

Two observations can be made 
about th is  p red ic tion : (1 ) I t  has 
been made thousands o f tim es 
over since s trikes f irs t  began, yet 
the class s trugg le  eontlnueis. 
(2)  W hen a captain o f in d u s try  
begins ta lk in g  about “ peace”  it  
can be taken as a certa in  ind ica ­
tion  labor had be tte r begin 
p re p a rin g  fo r  a b it te r  con flic t.

Fairies;- concluded his rem arks 
w ith  an ang ry  denunciation o f 
“ s trikes , slow-downs and fea th e r­
bedding ru les .”

New Hearing
N E W A R K , M ay 27 —  James 

K utcher, legless veteran, today 
reported th a t the L o y a lty  Review 
Board o f the C iv il Service Com­
mission haa agreed to  hear his 
appeal fo r  re instatem ent to  the 
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  c le rica l 
job fro m  which he was (purged In 
1948. The hearing w ill be held in  
W ashington on June 4.

K u tcher was fired  under T ru ­
m an’s “ lo y a lty ”  o rder because o f 
his adm itted m em bership in  the 
Socia list W orkers  Pai-ty and be­
cause the SWP was a rb it ra r ily  
placed on the A tto rn e y  General’s 
“ subversive”  l is t  w ith o u t a hear­
in g  o r an o p p o rtu n ity  to defend 
its e lf  aga inst the fa lse designa­
tion .

L a s t October the U.S. C o u rt of 
Appeals in W ashington ru led  th a t 
m ere membership in the SW P 
was in su ffic ie n t cause fo r  h is d is ­
charge. B u t instead o f re in s ta tin g  
h im , the cou rt returned h im  to a 
suspended status, pend ing a now 
decision by C arl G ray, V A  A d ­
m in is tra to r. W hen G ray d ischarg­
ed the  veteran fo r  a second tim e 
la s t m onth, K u tch e r announced 
th a t he would appeal to the L o y ­
a lty  Review Board. H is la tes t ap­
peal is the ten th  he has made in 
•he p ro tracted  run-around he has 
r e c e i v e d  fro m  ad m in is tra tive  
agencies and the courts.

N E W  P RO CED URE
Today is also the e ffec tive  date 

o f E isenhower’s recent “ secu rity ”  
order, w h ich revoked T rum an ’s 
“ lo y a lty ”  p rogram  but. replaced 
i t  w ith  an even more repressive 
system fo r  governm ent employees.

One fea tu re  o f Eisenhower's 
order is the abo lition  o f the Lo y ­
a lty  Review Board, which has a 
period o f 120 days in which to 
clean up pending business.

Even i f  the L o y a lly  Review 
Board should ru le  in K u tch e r’s 
favo r, he would s t i l l  no t be sure 
o f reg a in in g  his job. The E lsen­
hower p rogram  prov ider th a t 
eVeryone cleared under the T ru ­
man procedure w ill have to  s ta rt 
a ll over again and be cleared 
under the much more rigorous 
requirem ents o f the new proce­
dure,

K u tch e r’s a tto rney  a t the June 
4 hearing  w il l  lx> Joseph L. 
Ranh, J r., fo rm e r cha irm an o f the 
national executive board o f A m er­
icans fo r  Dem ocratic A ction , and 
a noted c iv il libe rties  la w ye r in 
W ashington.

SECRET D IP LO M A C Y  KEEPS PEOPLE 
IN DARK ON LIFE-AND-DEATH MOVES

By Joseph K e lle r
The im m ediate fa te  o f hun­

dreds o f m illio ns  may hinge on 
the secret U.S. truce proposals 
on Korea. O ur fa te  loo —  li fe  or 
death fo r  you and me and ® ir  
loved ones —  is being haggled 
over in  Panmunjom behind closed 
doors. A nd we are not pe rm itted  
to havo a say about i t ;  we are 
not even allowed to  know w hat 
is going on.

A t  the same tim e, the w arlo rds 
o f the U.S., B r ita in  and France, 
disguised in the garb  o f d ip lo ­
macy, are p re pa ring  to  con fer 
nex t m onth in Bermuda —  in to ta l 
secrecy, o f course —  on the best 
means to c a rry  o u t the designs o f 
W a ll S tree t and its  a llies to make 
the whole w orld  safe fo r  thd 
ca p ita lis t pro fiteers, exp lo ite rs 
and im peria lis ts .

A ll along, we have been per­
m itted  to know on ly w ha t the 
W hite  House, State D epartm ent 
and Pentagon have wanted us to  
know about the Korea negotia­
tions. Now  an iron cu rta in  has 
boon dropped over even the 
term s demanded. And th is  p ro ­
found concealment, according to

Eisenhower's press statement, o f 
M ay 26, is a t the d irec t behest 
o f the U.S. command. j

S ir  W inston C hurch ill, who 
recently  in tim ated  th a t truce 
ta lk s  could be successfully con­
cluded i f  the U.S. would cease 
s ta lling , is h im se lf a p a r ty  to th is  
secret d ip lom acy, in wh ich he is 
a past master. The B rit is h  P rim e, 
M in is te r announced he is in ' 
“ complete support”  o f the U.S. j 
term s and also “ said th a t secret 
as the proposals m ust rem ain fo r  
the present all Interested pa rties  | 
had been consulted." (N . Y. 
Times, M ay 37.)

W H Y  T H E  SECRECY?

W hy and fo r  whom m ust these 
proposals rem ain secret? A M  
who are “ a ll Interested pa rties ”  
who have been consulted ? The 
Chinese and N o rth  Koreans cer­
ta in ly  know  w'hat the term s are. 
The top o ffic ia ls  o f a ll the gov­
ernm ents in  the U n ited  Nations 
have been Inform ed. N ebra  Of 
Ind ia  has revealed th a t ho has 
seen and approved the term s. 
D ic ta to r-P res iden t Syngm an Rhee 
o f South Korea and his agents

have seen the term s. In fac t, ac­
cord ing to the M ay 26 N . Y. 
T imes, “ a source close to P res i­
dent Rhee leaked the de ta ils  o f 
the secret proposal to  a Korean 
re p o rte r fo r  a U n ited  States news 
agency.” So the ca p ita lis t press 
knows it too. And so do a ll lead­
ing  members o f Congress o f both 
parties.

Everybody is in on the secret 
except tho m ost “ in terested p a r­
ties ”  o f a ll —  the people. The 
Korean people, f irs t  o f a ll, who 
have been slaughtered by  the  
m illions , p r in c ip a lly  by U.S. 
napalm  and explosives, aro be ing 
kep t in the dark. The Am erican 
people, who have a lready sacrific ­
ed more than 130,000 you th  to 
th is  m ost unpopu lar w a r in  our 
h is to ry , are refused tho righ t, to 
know w h a t is go ing on, le t  alone 
have some say about it .

A F R A ID  O F “ CO N TR O V E R S Y ”
This secrecy is designed to  hide 

what, is go ing  On on ly  fro m  the 
masses. The Republican N . Y. 
H era ld -T ribune  on M ay 26, speak­
in g  e d ito r ia lly  on “ Secrecy a t 
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Elsenhower Backer Victim of Witch Hunt
By George Breitman

The w itch  hunt, spreading like  
a plague in to  every corner o f 
Am erican life , is aimed a t eve ry­
one to th f  le ft  o f Senator M c­
C arthy. N o one is  safe from  
a ttack  and smear —  no t even 
Eisenhower Republicans, not even 
ra b id ly  “ an ti - com m unist”  labor 
leaders of the W a lte r Reulher 
s tripe . T h is  was shown in  the 
cases o f M rs. M ild red M cAfee 
H o rton  and John Edelman.

M rs. H orton  served as w a rtim e  
head o f the Waves and as p res i­
dent. o f W ellesley College. Last 
yea r she was one o f tho ea rly  
backers o f E isenhow er fo r  the 
Republican nom ination.

This sp ring  she was in v ited  by! 
the State D epartm ent to serve as 
U.S. delegate to  the U N  Economic 
and Social Commission session to 
be held M ay 4-20. M rs. H orton  
accepted and made the necessary 
arrangem ents, in c lud in g  cancel- 
lat ion o f lectu re  appointm ents.

“ A C U R IO U S  W A Y ’’
But som ething happened, and 

she did not get the appointm ent. 
As is cus to m a ry# now fo r  any 
governm ent appo intm ent, the F B I 
made .an in ves tiga tion  and sent 
i t  to the S tate D epartm ent in

A p r il.  The S tate D epartm ent 
delayed action, and her name 
never reached the Senate fo r  con­
firm ation .

M rs. H orton tho ugh t i t  was “ a 
curious w a y  to do business,”  bu t 
did not do an y th in g  about i t  u n til 
the press leaked the, s to ry  o f her 
“ u n re lia b ility .”  Then she deter­
mined to find ou t “ w h a t i t  is a ll 
about."

She learned fro m  B ertha 
A dkins, assistant, to  the cha irm an 
o f the Republican N a tiona l Com­
m ittee, “ th a t i t  was too bad about 
the delay, but. I  agpa roo tly  had 
jo ined a g re a t m any' organ iza­
tions.”

That was t ru ly  the rub. M rs. 
H o r t o n  had com m itted the 
“ crim e”  o f jo in in g  organ izations 
which M cC arthy doesn’t lik e  and 
o f free ly  expressing her opinions. 
One o f these op in ions th a t made 
her “ u n fit”  was her denunciation 
in 1949 o f the House U n-A m erican I 
A c tiv itie s  Com m ittee’s demand tOj 
examine W ellesley’s social science 
textbooks.

W H A T  M A D E  HER  “ U N F IT ”
One o f the organ izations she 

jo ined was the N a tion a l Council 
o f the  Churches o f C lyrist, in  
which she is now vice-president.

T iic  governm ent has never cited 
i t  as “ subversive”  but i t  is  on 
the p riva te  “ subversive”  l is t  of 
one Rev.. Dr. C a rl M e in  tire , 
president, o f an obscure r iv a l 
organ iza tion , the In te rn a tion a l 
Council o f C h ris tian  Churches, 
and ed ito r o f the reactionary  
C hris tian  Beacon.

T lie  Beacon “ exposed”  M rs. 
H orton by p r in t in g  m a te ria l from  
the House. U n-A m erican Com m it- 
•ee’s files, show ing that, she had 
been c r it ic a l o f the com m ittee 's 
methods, the purge in the schools, 
and the trea tm en t o f aliens. M c- 
In t iro  said he was no t question­
ing  M rs. H o rto n ’s “ lo y a lty ”  bu t 
insisted th a t “ her views should 
ba r her fro m  rep resenting  the 
‘c a n ita lis t ’ U n ited  S tates”  on 
UNESCO.

The State Departm ent ev idently  
agreed. And so an Einsenhower 
Republican was bounced out o f 
her two-week job before she was 
hired, in the barga in she was 
smeared as somehow “ un-A m er- 

I lean.”  She can go hack to  her 
lecture appointm ents, but one 
th ing  is sure —  she won’t  have 
as manv o f them as she did be­
fore. “ The Am erican way o f l i fe ”  
has been preserved, b u t M rs. 
H orton 's way o f li fe  w i l l  never

be the same. She doesn't stand any 
more chance o f being appointed 
commander o f the Waves than 
the au thor o f th is  a rtic le .

T H E  E D E L M A N  CASE
John Edelm an’s case is equally 

revealing. Edelman W ashington 
representative o f the C IO  T e x tile  
W orkers U n ion, was picked 
several m onths ago by CIO 
P resident W a lte r R euther as the 
C IO ’s choice fo r  one o f the  three 
vacancies as assis tant secretary 
o f lahor to S ecre tary M a rtin  
D u rk in .

Edelm an underwent a “ fu l l  fie ld 
in ves tig a tion ”  b y  the F B I on h is  
newspaper w o rk , po litics  and 
active sponsorship o f such th ings  
as pub lic  housing. Results o f the 
investiga tion  were sent to the 
W h ite  House, where they were 
studied by E isenhower and his 
assistant, Sherman Adams. I t  is 
reported that, they were not. 
enthusiastic abont the choice of 
Edelm an bu t favored sending his 
appo in tm ent to  the Senate, any­
how. A f te r  a ll, E isenhower wants 

I some CIO w indow -dressing along 
! w ith  D u rk in  o f the A F I,  in  the 
Labor D epartm ent, and had per- 

| sonallv asked Reuther to  p ick 
someone fo r  the job.

But be fore-the nom ination was 
made, Edelman was g rille d  fo r  
more than tw o  hours by Senator 
S m ith  (R -N . J .) , head o f the 
Senate Labor Com m ittee. And 
Sm ith  now says tha t Edelm an is 
out because he learned tha t 
Edelm an used to  be —  a member 
o f the Socia lis t P a rty  between 
1930 and 1932.

■One resu lt was th a t R euther 
w ent to the W h ite  House and told 
Adams th a t  the  CIO would not 
subm it another name i f  Edelman 
was rejected.

R E U T H E R  A T A R G E T
R euther has good reason to he 

upset, and no t on ly  because o f 
w h a t the re jection means to E de l­
man personally  o r to the CIO as 
a. whole. R euthe r used to be a 
member o f the Socialist. P a rty  
h im se lf in  his youth. I f  Edelman 
can be barred fo r  such a reason 
from  a re la tiv e ly  un im portan t 
government, post, then w hat w ill 
p reven t R euther fro m  being 
barred fo r  the same reason from  
the much b igger governm ent .iob 
tha t he hones to get some day?

The tru th  is tha t red -ba iting  is 
no safe guard against red -ba iting . 
Reuther did as much as any man 

(Continued on Page 2)

High Court 
Brushes Off 
Third Plea

By Murry Weiss 
“Turn stool pigeon or die!” 

This is the meaning of the 
Supreme Court decision of 
M ay 25 re fus ing  a new hearing  to  
(he Rosenbergs. The C ourt de­
cision wag tim ed to  coincide w ith  
reports  o f D epartm ent o f Justice 
o ffe rs  o f clemency to  the Rosen- 
bergs, i t  they tu rn  stool pigeon 
fo r the F B I.

The, b ru ta lly  obvious intent, o f 
th is  double-barre led move is to 
a ttem p t to create, the im pression 
th a t (he Rosenborgs can save 
th e ir  own lives.

A ll they have to do is become 
the p lian t tools o f the w itch  
hunters, finge r a ll t.he’ r  friends 
and associates and anyone the 
F B I m arks fo r  v ic tim iza tio n  and 
they m ig h t save themselves fro m  
the. e lectric  cha ir. Then the now 
v ic tim s  would he put, to the same 
to rtu re  rack w ith  the same choice.

In  m aking  its  in fc iucus  de­
cision, the Supreme cou rt ignored 
fo r  the th ird  tim e  the m ost 
im posing and overw helm ing con­
siderations f o r 'a  new hearing. In  
an atmosphere, free  from ' lynch 
inc item ent a new heaving would 
be granted as a m a tte r o f course.

F irs t,  the re  is new evidence 
which demands ca re fu l ju d ic ia l 
exam ination . Second, there is ad­
d itio n a l evidence whicn in  an 
honest court o f appeal pu ts the 
s tigm a o f p e r ju ry  on the te s ti­
mony o f prosecution witnesses. 
And th ird , there is the w ide 
protest, in c lud ing  the m ost p ro ­
m inent representatives o f w o rld  
public op in ion who have voiced 
the ho rro r and revu ls ion o f m il­
lions o f people at the unpre­
cedented peace-time death sen­
tence in an atmosphere incom ­
patib le  w ith  e ithe r a fa ir  t r ia l or 
a ju s t sentence.

W H Y  T H E  H A S T E ?
W hy then was a new hearing  

re-fused? W hy th is  obscene haste 
te g e t on w ith  the lynch ing?  W hy  
the c rim in a l to rtu re  o f the  
couple —  who have sat in  the 
death house fo r  tw o years —  w ith  
these o ffe rs  o f clemency in re tu rn  
fo r  becoming creatures o f the 
F B I w itch  hun t?

The rea l decision fo r the gov­
ernm ent course in the Rosenberg 
case comes from  the h ighest 
ru lin g  circ les o f Am erican im ­
peria lism . Through the mechan­
ism o f a M cC arthyized ju d ic ia l 
apparatus these top c a p ita lis t 
ru le rs  w ish  to advance the w itc h  
hun t to a h igh e r stage a t one 
m aster stroke.

Death fo r  the Rosenborgs, they  
hope, w i l l  te rro rize  and silence 
the c r it ic s  o f th u ir  p ro ject to  
em broil the whole ' w o rld  in a w a r 
on the model o f “ O pera tion K il le r ”  
in Korea. They hope i t  w il l in ­
tim id a te  and sca tte r the move­
ment. o f opposition to the w itch  
hun t itse lf. They w a n t to  serve 
notice th a t henceforth it. is no t 
m ere ly  a job th a t can be lo s t by 
ru n n in g  afoul o f M cC arthy b u t 
v o u r eery life .

W O R LD  PRO TEST
T lie  m ost eloquent p ro o f th a t 

th is  is the real issue involved in  
the. Rosenberg case is the 
tremendous movement, o f p ro tes t 
and ind igna tion  th a t has come 
from  every section o f the pecu la­
tion , every p o litica l and re lig iou s  
current., and from  thousands o f 
scientists, re lig ious leaders and 
educators who cannot, be accused 
(even by the M cC arthyite® ) o f 
the slightest, sym pathy fo r  the 
S ta lin is ts  or the Soviet Union.

I t  is c lear tha t w idespread 
apprehension exists tha t the issue 
o f  l i fe  o r death fo r  the Rosen - 
bergs is the issue o f l i fe  or death 
fo r  the dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f a ll 
the Am erican people.

U N IO N  O F F IC IA L S  S IL E N T
There rem ains one g la rin g , 

sham eful and inexcusable ab­
sentee from  the assemblage o f 
voices o f pro test —  the o ffic ia ls  

(Continued on page 4)
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" GRASS IN  THE STREETS 
OF NEW  YORK”

By Duncan Conway

k  Program to Fight JVkCarthyism
A rather startling’ headline in one of the New York 

newspapers caught my attention a couple of weeks ago. 
“Grass in the Streets of New York in 25 Years” was how 
it read. My firs t thought was a natural one in these days 
when the U S. government and army are trying out their

By George Breitman
Everybody Is beg inn ing to  take 

M cCarthytem  seriously now, and 
expressions o f fe a r and concern 
can be heard in  conservative as 
w e ll as libe ra l circles.

The H o rto n  case (see Page 1) 
drew  cries o f ind igna tion  and 
anguish fro m  even p ro  - Eisen-

r»ew'and more devastating atomic bombs every week or so hower papers like the N. Y.
out in Nevada. I thought that here was another of those 
fearful prophecies of what New York would look like after 
a few bombs had been dropped.

Tim es and N . Y. H era ld -T ribune.
The U t te r  also p rin ted  on Its  
ed ito ria l page M ay 20 excerpts 
fro m  an a ttack  on the Mc-

But it  turned out hot to be that kind of storv at all. I C a rth y ite  s p ir it  by George F.
“ Grass in the Streets of New York”  was simply the pre­
diction of a gentle-looking old man of 84 years, an archi­
tect by the name of Frank Lloyd Wright, who doesn’t like 
the character of New York as a city, who wants to see 
it “ decentralized,”  with “ grass growing where least ex­
pected and flowers blooming in the concrete.”

Well, Mr. W right has a point there. Most people who 
live and work in New York, writh all its grimness and 
bleakness, its d irt and noise and crowdedness and mad 
rush, would agree with Mr. W right in wanting a little  more 
clean air and quiet and “ greenery.”

Particularly the millions who have no choice but to 
live in the filth y  slums of Harlem and the lower East Side 
and other slum areas, in fire-trap tenements over-run 
with rats and vermin, and on streets filled with garbage 
and refuse. Yes, they too would like to see grass instead 
of refuse-strewn concrete. They too would prefer to smell 
flowers instead of stinking garbage. They would entirely 
agree with Mr. Wright on that.

But the reason Frank Lloyd W right’s predictions 
rated a page-one headline is not that they were particular­
ly realistic or far-seeing, or that he offered any plan as 
to how they could be accomplished. I t  was simply because 
he is now a world-famous architect. And it ir ironical 
that Wright, who for years in the earlier part of his career 
was given virtually no recognition whatever in this coun­
try, now finds, at the end of his life, that even his off-the- 
cuff pronouncements have become newsworthy.

I  don’t mean by that to detract for a moment from 
the genuine achievements of Frank Lloyd Wright or his 
tremendously important contributions to the field of mod­
ern architecture. In his long and honorable career, Wright 
has been a tru ly revolutionary architect. He rejected all the 
sterile, academic concepts which saw architecture as noth­
ing more than a slightly modified imitation of styles out 
of the past. And he tried to make architecture once more 
an honest and creative art, using the new materials and 
new techniques of the twentieth century to .create an 
imaginative new style.

So, because I happen to be acquainted with some of 
Frank Lloyd W right’s architectural contributions and have

Kennan, fo rm e r ambassador to 
the Soviet U n ion, in an address 
at the U n iv e rs ity  o f N o tre  Dame. 
Kerman called fo r  resistance to 
the forces o f co n fo rm ity  because:

“ They c la im  the r ig h t  to define 
a certa in  area o f ou r na tiona l li fe  
and c u ltu ra l ou tpu t as beyond the 
bounds o f righ teous approval. Th is 
de fin ition  is never e ffected by law  
o r by constituted a u th o r ity ; i t  is  
effected by vague ins inua tion  and 
suggestion. A nd  the c irc le , as I 
say, tends to  • g row  constantly  
narrower. One has the  Impression 
th a t i f  uncountered, these people 
would eventua lly  na rrow  the  area 
o f p o lit ic a l and cu ltu ra l respect­
a b ility  to a po in t where i t  in ­
cluded on ly  themselves, the e x c it 
“d accusers, and excluded eve ry­
th in g  and everybody no t embraced 
In the profession o f denunciation.

“ I  reca ll read ing recently, tw ice  
in  one day, the  words o f in ­
d iv idu a l* who procla im ed tha t I f  
ce rta in  o th e r people did no t get 
uo and Join ac tive ly  in  the denun­
c ia tion  o f Com m unists o r Com­
m unism . they would thereby them ­
selves be suspect. W ha t so rt o f 
arrogance is th l9?

“ I have lived more than ten 
years o f m y li fe  in  to ta lita r ia n  
countries. I  know where th la  so rt 
o f th in g  leads. . . ”

D O U G LAS S T A T E M E N T
On the same day Supreme 

C ourt Justice  W illia m  0 . Douglas, 
one o f the few  rem a in ing  out- 
snoken libe ra ls , urged the A m e r­
ican Law  In s titu te  to s ta r t a 
crusade to  pu t an end in  ad- 
m in is ’ra t iv e  governm ent and in 
the courts to “ p ractices arid 
procedures th a t im p inge  heavily 
upon the libe rtie s  o f the c itizens”  
and “ deprive men o f jobs and 
destroy th e 'r  repu ta tions .”

D ouvlas singled ou t fo r  special

« great respect for them, I read through the interview; u ^ s h
to see what else he might have to sav. I t  occurred to me 
that W right’s home is in Wisconsin, which happens to be 
Senator McCarthy’s state, and I wondered if  just possibly 
he might have a few words to say on a subject which right 
now touches us all a little more closely than flowers on 
the sidewalks of New York in 25 years.

I wasn’t  unrewarded. Toward the end of his rambling 
comments, W right finally got around to it. “ My home 
state,”  he said, “ has sunk below par, educationally, politi­
cally and, I fear, morally.”  Senator McCarthy, he said, 
is “ the chief mobocrat of the state. . . . the only consola­
tion is that McCarthy ran 40,000 votes behind the Repub­
lican national ticket in the last national election.”

Wright went on to bemoan the Republican support 
of McCarthy’s candidacy and said : “ That was a case where 
politics made not only strange bedfellows, but wa3 an ar­
rant case of prostitution.”

The tendency of artists and writers, intellectuals and 
liberals, is to remain silent in face of McCarthyism. Or if  
they don’t cringe in silence, they open their mouths only 
to announce their shameful surrender, to ignominiously 
confess their “ sins”  and turn stool-pigeon on others.

I t  is probably true that one of the reasons why Frank 
Lloyd Wright speaks out against McCarthyism is that he 
knows instinctively what would happen i f  McCarthy ever 
happened to see one of his buildings, with its revolution­
ary architectural style. McCarthy would promptly label it  
“ subversive,”  “ degenerate architecture”  — just as Hitler 
labeled “ degenerate,”  and banned, the work of every pro­
gressive and forward-looking artist in Germany. So Wright 
naturally has a personal stake in the matter.

But it  is to his credit that he understands he does 
have a personal stake. That is more than can be said of 
the sniveling array — the “ intellectuals”  and writers and 
Hollywood “ names”  — who have paraded before the Con­
gressional committees and obediently made their “ con­
fessions.”

Frank Lloyd W right is to be commended for speak­
ing out, even i f  he does it  in his confused and not very 
clear-cut way. I t  is good to know that there is a little  cour­
age left in the world of the artists and intellectuals.

coun try  o f “ a vast ne tw ork  o f 
w ire tappers  and in fo rm e rs ”  and 
the practice o f condem ning per­
sons in  ad m in is tra tive  proceed­
ings on the bas:s o f testim ony by 
witnesses whose id e n tity  and p re ­
judices are no t known to  the 
accused.

A ll th is  is tree , and i t  is  good 
to see m ore and more people 
c a llin g  a tten tion  to the danger o f 
M cC arthyism . B u ' Ind ignation  and 
denunciation, w h ile  ju s tifie d  and 
necessary, are no t enough. A  
p ra c tica l p rogram  o f action to 
defeat M cC arthy ism  and save the 
B il l o f R igh ts  fo r  a ll is u rg en tly  
required today. And th a t is ju s t 
w ha t is - la c k in g  among conserva­
tives like  Kennan and even among 
organized lib e ra l groups like  
Am ericans fo r  Dem ocratic A ction .

A D A  A L A R M E D
The A D A  held Us s ix th  na tiona l 

convention in  W ashington la s t 
week. I ts  a la rm  over the w itch  
h u n t and Its  opposition to  M c­
C arthy ism  were unm istakable . B ut 
its  fa ilu re  to  supp ly  an e ffec tive  
answer was also unm istakable. 
T h is  was illu s tra te d  in  the 
rem arks .made by  A r th u r  M. 
Sehlesinger, J r., A D A  vice c h a ir­
man, a t a pre-convention press 
conference.

Sehlesinger, who was red-baited 
by M cC arthy  d u rin g  the la s t elec­
tion  cam paign, seemed to  th in k  
th a t the m ost im p o rta n t th in g  
was to  show E isenhower how to 
wage a f ig h t against M cC arthy. 
He suggested th a t Eisenhower 
“ m ig h t w e ll study the tactics 
used by the  la te  President 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt in  reducing 
the  p o lit ic a l power o f Senator 
Huey P. L o n g , ' Dem ocrat o f 
Louisiana, w ho la te r was assas- 
Btnated.

“ H o said P resident Roosevelt 
had A d m in is tra tio n  S e n a t o r s  
counter-a ttack Senator Long on 
the  Senate flo o r, and also caused 
an inves tiga tion  to  be made o f 
Senator Long ’s income tax 
re turns. A ll th is  helped ‘ iso la te ’ 
Senator Lo ttg  and render him  
im poten t p o lit ic a lly , he declared.”  
(N . Y. T imes. M ay 23.)

E IS E N H O W E R 'S  R O LE
The troub le  w ith  th is  super- 

s tra tegy  (aside fro m  the fa c t tha t 
Long ’s power kep* g row ing  u n til 
the day o f his death) Is tha t 
E isenhower shows no desire to 
f ig h t M cC arthy. The W h ite  House 

die  fu r v  o f pub lic  nassion”  and i m av become ir r ita te d  from  tim e

pened since E isenhower took 
office shows conclusively th a t fo r  
the present he Is de libera te ly  
avo id ing a fig h t w ith  M cC arthy, 
and go ing out o f h is way to make 
concessions to  the  W isconsin 
demagogue. There arc reasons fo r  
th is , and they do not include 
E isenhower’s ignorance about how 
to f ig h t M cC arthy.

Tho reasons are tw o : E isen­
hower feels lie needs M cC arthy ’ s 
aid in the 1954 elections, in  which 
the Republicans m igh t lose con­
tro l o f  one o r both houses o f 
Congress. And even m ore im ­
po rta n t, E isenhower sees eye to 
eye, w ith  M cC arthy  on the ob-

th in g  could resu lt from  an Eisen- 
how er-M cC arthy fig h t.

N E E D  F IG H T IN G  PROGRAM
Tho libe ra ls  had b e tte r q u it 

k id d in g  themselves. T h is  w itch  
hu n t is no t go ing  to  be stopped 
p r im a r ily  by a s p lit in  the Repub­
lican leadership, a lthough such a 
s p lit  m ig h t provide propaganda to 
en lis t new rec ru its  in  the  fig h t 
aga inst M cC arthyism . W hat is 
needed is a mass movem ent u n it ­
in g  a ll the  labo r and libe ra l forces 
around the th re e -p o in t  pi-ogram 
o ffe red  by The M ilita n t las t 
week:

1. C a rry  on a m ilita n t and
jective  o f us ing the  w itch  hunt consistent cam paign to educate
to stam p out any Am erican op­
position to the prepara tions fo r  
W orld W a r LIT.

Sehlesinger seems to  assume 
th a t a f ig h t between E isenhower 
and M cC arthy would necessarily 
mean a h a lt o r a t least a slow ing 
down o f the w itch  hun t. B u t 
recent p o lit ic a l experience showed 
tha t the resu lt could be ju s t  the 
opposite. T rum an fo u g h t M c­
C arthy too, i t  m ust be recalled. 
But he fough t h im  by C O M P E T­
IN G ’ w ith  h im  fo r  the honor o f 
being the most e ffec tive  enemy 
o f “ com m unism .”  Tho resu lt o f 
th a t f ig h t was to  in te n s ify  and 
broaden the w itch  hunt. The same

the A m erican people to the  pre- 
w a r ,  p ro  - police state, pro- 
p ro fite e ring  aims o f the “ a n ti­
com m unist crusade.”

2. Defend and pro tect a ll the 
v ic tim s  o f the  w itch  hunt, in ­
c lud ing  the  S ta lin is ts , on the 
ground th a t each successful 
v ic tim iz a tio n  strengthens Mc­
C arthy ism .

3. Begin po litica l resistance to 
the w itch  hun t by b u ild in g  an 
independent Labor P a rty  th a t 
can defeat both cap ita lis t pa rties  
responsible fo r  M cC arthy ism .

N o th in g  else w i l l  prevent the 
U.S. fro m  being tu rned  in to  a 
police state.

the press, which “ has pumped 
>'nto the,-, ju r y  room hearsay, con­
fessions.’ the o rie s ' and in fluence 
w ir>h  i f  done in the courtroom  
wouhl re su lt in  n r  s tr ia ! s.”  He 
denounced the creation in  th is

to  tim e when M cC arthy steps on 
thq  ad m in is tra tio n ’s toes, and (lie 
P oss ib ility  Of a fu tu re  co n flic t 
between the tw o cannot be ruled 
ou+ o f the o im stion a ltoge ther.

But eve ry lh ing  th a t has hnp-

Favor H uge W ar Spending

Gen. Om ar N . B rad ley (L ) ,  re t ir in g  cha irm an o f Jo in t Chiefs 
o f S ta ff,  w ith  Defense Secretary Charles E. W ilson, fo rm er 
General M otors president. B rad ley spoke against any cuts in 
w a r spending and cla im ed A m erican people m ust shell out at 
least $36 b illio n  a year fo r  w ar purposes “ fa r  in to  the fu tu re .”

Miners Face M urder Frameup

Your First Issue?
I f  this is the firs t time you have ever read The 

Militant, you now have an idea of the kind of news­
paper we publish. It  is a weekly that pulls no punches 
in fighting for socialism.

I f  you want to have an analysis of the current de­
velopments and problems in the American and world 
labor struggles, you ought to read The Militant reg­
ularly. The most convenient way is by subscribing.

Clip the coupon below and mail it in today. Send 
only $1.50 for a 6 month subscription or $3 for a full 
year to The Militant, 116 University PI., New York 3, 
N. Y.

Nam e ......— .......- ......- ...................................................................

S tree t ......................... - .....................................................................

C ity  — ............................................................................................

S tate .........................................................................  Zone ............

(Continued from  page 1)
day. Here’s how Labor’s D a ily
describes i t :

“ The houses packed in rows 
like  pa lings i l l  n p icket fence, 
appear ns sordid re flec tions o f 
■-n"h other, a like  in size and du ll 
color. They belong to the E lk  
R iver Coal and Lum ber Company, 
w h ’ch is headed by J. G. B radley 
and bossed by H . C. Handy. The 
company owns the town, contro ls 
every phase o f the lives o f its  
citizens, a ll o f whom depend on 
the a rb it ra ry  w h im s o f B rad ley 
and Handy fo r  a live lihood.

“ They buv a t the company 
store, send th e ir  children to  com­
pany - dom inated schools, live  in 
companv-houses, breathe company 

| a ir. The com pany th inks  W iden 
is the ideal A m erican com m un ity .”

Th is slave com m un ity  is located 
in C lay County, tw o - th ir d s  o f 
which is owned o u tr ig h t by 
Brad ley enterprises.

M IN E R S  R E V O L T
Last September the W iden 

m iners revo lted aga inst company 
dom ination  o f th e ir  whole lives. 
They s truck  against B rad ley ’s 
oomoany union, the League o f 
W iden M iners. The U n ited  M ine 
W orkers un ion, hearing  o f the 
w a lkou t, sent in its  representa­
tive. I t  has fed and supported the 
s trike rs , who have Indicated the!- 
desire to  belong to  th is  genuine 
union. They have held th e ir  lines 
once Sept. 21, 1952.

The company nnd its  armed 
agents have been t ry in g  to  drive 
the p ickets fro m  th e ir  s ta tion  on

LOS ANGELES 
:riday Night Forum

presents
A Series o f F o u r Lectures

Stalinism and the USSR
Lecture  2 :

‘Toture of Soviet Union 
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M ilto n  A lv in  
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Questions —  Discussion 
Refreshm ents

top o f W ’den H il l .  On A p r i l 21. 
The C lay Messenger, a paper 
ru n  by company s ’ooges, pub lish ­
ed n le tte r  addressed to  C lay 
County C ircu it Judge Charles A . 
D uffle !d . dem anding th a t he issue 
an order to c lear ou t the pickets 
o r “ the C lay C itizens I engue fo r  
Law and O rder fears tha t w ith in  
the near fu tu re  the citizens w ill 
take action to c lear ou t’ such mob9 
by force. .

Tw o weeks In te r, the “ Clay 
C’tizens League”  —  the com- 
nonv’s v ig ila n tes  —  made good 
th e ir  th rea t. F irs t,  on M ay 5 they 
used a bu ll-dozer to  c lear o f f  the 
p icke tin g  nren on W iden H ill.  
Then, the nex t n ig h t, about nine 
p.rm, a b ig  gang o f s trikebreakers 
and company guards gathered in 
force against a hand fu l o f pickets 
and drove them fro m  th e ir  p icke t­
in g  s ta tion  w ith  rocks, ro tten  
eggs and clubs. S tate police stood 
by and did not l i f t  a fing e r to 
stop the violence ae-ainst the 
le g a lly  p icke tin g  s tr ike rs . The 
head o f B rad ley ’s own guards was 
fo rm e rly  s tate police boss. Several 
o f the p ickets were beaten and 
in ju red .

V IG IL A N T  A T T A C K
The fo llo w in g  n ig h t, a num ber 

o f the p ickets m et near D ille , in 
C lay C ounty, in  a cook - shack 
''eadquartere. They had been 
warned th a t the v ig ila n tes  would 
attack them aga'n, bu t they were 
on p r iv a te  p ro pe rty  be longing to 
a s tr ik e r  and had a pe rfect r ig h t  
'o  defend themselves. A t  fo u r 
run . carloads o f armed company 
men drove up in the dark. F ir in g  
broke out from  the company men, 
according to  the accounts given 
Labor's D a ily . The s tr ike rs  
defended themselves. When the 
shooting ended one company man, 
w earing  a gun h o t te r ,  la y  dead; 
three were wounded. One s tr ik e r 
was shot in the arm .

A f te r  d a y lig h t came, s tate 
police, “ special deputies”  nud 
company thugs, a ll armed to the 
tee th , rode around the county

! p iek ing  up a t random s tr ike rs  and 
sym path izers. M any o f them were 
taken to the C lay County ja il,  

I described by  Labor’s D a ily  as a 
, “ s tink ing , f i lth y  hole,”  in  a com­
pany truck . A  good num ber o f the 
“ sp e c ia l. deputies”  were reg u la r 

! pa id agents o f the com pany; ten 
o f them, it  was In te r learned had 
not even been o ffic ia lly  deputized 
by 'he county s h e riff.

On the day o f the hearing  fo r  
the 48 a ire s  ted fo r  m urder, the 
courthouse and ym xl were packed 
w ith  nervous, w h ispe ring  people. 
Everyw here gun-packing guards 
and state p o lic e 's tru tte d , pushed 
ueonle around “ ta lked churrun ily 
w ith  cou rt o ffic ia ls  nnd company 
employes.”  I t  was in th is  a tm os­
phere th a t the men were released 
on $118,000 bond.

P E O P LE  H E L P  
The en tire  am ount was posted 

by citizens o f C lay C ounty. One 
o f the  defendants said th a t “ we 
were ly in g  around in  ja i l  wonder­
in g  how we could raise th a t much 
bond.”  but before they knew w hat 
was happening “ people were 
s tream ing in  from  everywhere 
w a n tin g  to  post 1( fo r  us.”

The la te s t word fro m  W iden 
is th a t the  w orkers are g r im ly  
determ ined to  f ig h t on. They 
deserve the im m ediate support o f 
every decent union man and 
woman in the country . I t  would 
be a fine th in g  i f  yo u r union 
would w r ite  a t once to  Labor’s 
D a ily . 720 Crescent Rd., Charles­
ton, W . Va. and inqu ire  in w ha t 
w ay you can help these brave 
men.

WANTED
Soviet you th  periodicals, es- 

'e c ia lly  those o f Len ingrad and 
Moscow, fo r  the years 1928- 
1929.

W rite  John Q. W rig h t,  ca r* 
o f The M ilita n t.

Tito Takes Loyalty 
Oath to Imperialist 
Western Powers

Uneasy over tho im p lica tion  
th a t im proved d ip lom atic  re la ­
tions w ith  Romania indicated the 
re tu rn  o f Y ugoslavia  to the 
Soviet bloc, T ito  pledged un ­
sw erv ing lo y a lty  to  the A ng lo  
Am erican powers in a speech 
M ay 21.

He praised the U.S., France 
and B rita in , ca llin g  them peace- 
lov ing countries. He praised th e ir 
ro le  not on ly  In W orld  W a r IT 
but even In W orld  W ar I, both 
o f which were Im pe ria lis t con­
f lic ts  fought^ over colonies, 
spheres o f in fluence and d iv i­
sion o f the w o rld  m arke t.

Witch Hunters 
Victimize Backer
Of Eisenhower

fPnntinuert from Page 7 7

In th is  coun try  to purge the  CIO  
o f  "com m unists”  nnd "coramu- 
n is t-lod ”  unions, and he Is one o f 
the ch’e f figures responsible fo r  
th "  labo r movem ent’s sham ofu' 
fa ilu re  to  m obilize the Am erican 
neonle fo r  an a ll-ou t f ig h t aeains 
M cC arthvism . But g ra titu d e  Is 
no t among the characteris tics o f 
the w itch  hnnters. They are now 
out to  tret R euther too.

The eig-nal was given in  the 
M ay issue o f Am erican M ercury, 
which was recen tly  con ip le te lv 
reorganized and taken over by 
txrofessionnl M cC arthy ites. The 
lend a rtic le  is an unrestra ined 
hatchet job  on R euther by  Ralph 
de Toledano. I ts  purpose is to 
show th a t R euther cannot be 
trus ted  because a lthough he is 
an ti-com m unist today, th is  was 
not always the case.

A nd  so Reuther's ~>n3t in  the 
Socia list P a rty  (h ig h ly  colored! 
is b ro ne h t In aga in : he is credited 
w ith  “ bo rrow ing ”  fro m  the “ Com­
m un is ts " the “ U e n in is t the o ry  o f 
the s tra teg ic  m in o r ity "  in o rgan­
iz in g  auto w orkers  and w ith  em­
p loy in g  o rgan iza tiona l means d u r­
in g  the s it  - down s trikes tha* 
“ cannot be ju s tifie d  exeent in 
term s o f to ta lita r ia n  lo g ic ” : he 
is charged w ith  seeking to  “ b ring  
the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f a corpora te 
state to  A m erica” : h is  y o u th fu l 
t r ip  to  the  Soviet U n ion  is 
"docum ented”  w ith  a le tte r  th a t 
R euther ins is ts  is doctored; and 
so on.

FT f r i t ,  FOR FA S C IS M
T h is  Is an a rtic le  th a t w i l l  be 

w ide ly  hailed and used —  by em- 
nloyers res is ting  un ion iza tion  bv 
the CTO. and by Reuther’s con­
serva tive  onnonents in  the U A W  
and CIO. I t  serves notice th a t the 
w itch  hunters have grow n so 
pow erfu l and a rrogan t th a t fhev 
now fee l they can dispense w ith  
the ob iectlve assistance they got 
from  the Reuthers and in tend to  
use the Renthers themselves as 
fue l fo r  the fires o f fascism .

T im e is ru n n in g  short. E ith e r 
4he labo r movement w i l l  s t ir  its e lf  
in to  action nnd crush the m onster 
o f M ^C arthy ism  before i t  grows 
b igger, o r i t  w i l l  run  the r is k  o f 
be ing underm ined, d ivided nnd 
reduced to  im potence by w itcb  
hunters who are an ti- la b o r to  th f  I 
m a rro w  o f th e ir  bones. I

The Am erican 
W ay of Life

'No Nostalgia Here7
Not all is silence on the campuses in the face of the 

witch-hunt. Not by a lonjr shot!
The Congressional Committees, the professional stool- 

pigeons, the Big Business-controlled University admin­
istrations, are getting their way for the time being to 
be sure. But they are not getting their way without loud 
boos and articulate protests from some students, and I 
find this very heartening. For the protests today pave 
the way for the struggles of tomorrow.

One such student protesting against thought-control 
on the campuses is Erwin Knoll, editor of the Evening 
News, student publication of New York University’s eve­
ning school.

The May 11 issue of the Evening News is devoted to 
an expose of the witchhunters and a defense of its NYU 
victims. The issue also contains Knoll’s farewell letter as 
editor, which he entitles “ No Nostalgia Hera”

Knoll w ill not “ f ill columns of good W’hite space with 
nostalgic reminiscences and paeans of praise for the Dear 
Old School.”  He sees nothing to praise; for this, he says 
“ is an NYU v’hich fires professors for their political \iews,

I regardless of their teaching ability. This is an NYU w-hich 
tears down liberal arts buildings to put up armories. This 
is an NYU which suspends student editors because they 
don’t approve of tearing down liberal arts buildings to put 
up armories. In short this is an NYU in which a sickening 
atmosphere of fear has replaced the spirit of free inquiry 
which is so essential to education.”

“ I ’m damn glad to get out of NYU,” he adds. “ And 
I'm tempted to add, ‘while the getting is good.’ ”

Knoll’s is not the only voice lifted in protest. There 
is Sandra Memser, who writes a column “ Reigning Violets”  
in the Square Bulletin — another NYU student publication. 
She, too, is taking her parting shot, and undertakes to ex­
nose the new reign of fear on the campus and to protest 
against it.

“ Many of you reading this column are on file in the 
FBI,”  she begins. “ What you say, what you do, what you 
write is recorded either by teachers, fellow' classmates 
with their own scrapbooks, or by'secret service men en­
rolled as students. . . The great mass of students are being 
intellectually strangled by a rope of fear.”

She relates that there is confusion among the college 
7'onulation caused by “ the problem of academic freedom 
and its relationship with world struggles.”  But there is 
uo question in her mind. She stands up for freedom of 
speech.

These students who today defy the McCarrans, the 
'E'BI and the school administrations are behaving in the 
finest, tradition of the American carrmuses where through­
out the Thirties the students organized mass demonstra­
tions in defense of academic freedom and against the en­
croachments of militarism.

Bv the same token they pass on these traditions to 
new layers of students who will break through the con­
fusion described by Sandra Memser and, with the help 
of the labor movement, untie “ the rope of fear.”

— Dan Roberts

GM Agree to UAW  Demand 
For Wage Revision in Pact

(Continued from  page 11
ninny obnoxious fea tures which 
•'e rm it the company to speed up 
*he w orkers ami squeeze 777ore 
Production out o f them . I t  is  th is  
fe a 'n re  o f the  contract which the 
w orkers  are m ost anxious to  
'■hansre, hut which the  long-te rm  
"lause hinds them to  accept, fo r  
wo more years.

Accoi-ding to  a statem ent 
:ssued on M ay 22 by R euther and 
H A W  V ice - Presido77t John W. 
L iv ing s ton , D irecto;- o f the 
U n ion ’s General Moto7-s D epa rt­
ment, the amendments to  the 
"upr-ent con tract on wages in ­
clude:

“ 1. The an77ual improve7nent 
fa c to r sha ll be 5 cents an hour, 
'nstead o f 4 cents an hour as 
p rev iously  provided.

“ 2. N ineteen cents o f the 
nresent 24 cents an hour cost o f 
Mving allowance w i l l  be added to  
the hose wage rates as o f June 
1, 1958. T h is  means th a t the 
amount o f wages sub icct to  down­
ward n<ljustme:7t fro m  present 
levels is now lim ite d  to 5 cents 
*n  hour, no m a tte r how much the 
rost o f l iv in g  goes down.

“ 3. The union nnd the rom - 
nany am-eed to n tra n s itio n  from  
'he *o!d’ to tho ‘new’ BL£? Con­
sumers P rice  Index to govern the

opera tion o f the ‘cost o f l iv in g ’ 
escalator clause. Th is agreem ent 
provides fo r  the nd iust)nent o f 
wages above present levels a t the 
ra te  o f 1 cent fo r  each 0.0 po in ts  
in  the new index. T h is  means 
th a t i t  w i l l  requ ire  less upw ard 
m ovem ent o f the index thari 
fo rm e rly  to b r in g  about increases 
in  the cost o f l iv in g  allowance. 
A d justm ents below pi-esent wage 
levels w ill be a t the i-ate o f 1 
c e n t1 fo r  each .08 po in ts  in  the 
index. In  the ‘new’ index 0.68 is 
the equ iva lent o f 1.14 in the ‘o ld ’ 
index. U nder the previous foismula 
wages we;-e adjusted 1 cent fo r  
1.14 movement, unw ard o r down­
ward. in the ’o ld ’ index.”

The conti-act rev is ion also 
provides fo r  a 10-cent h o u rly  
increase in the wage- o f sk illed  
trades wm-kers.

C M ’s w illingness to abdicate its  
o rig in a l nos it’on o f insistence on 
the le tte r  o f the five -year conti-act 
m ay have been influenced by  the 
siems o f g ro w in g  d issa tis fac tion  
among CM  w orkers. In  the recent 
period the re ' have been a con­
siderable num ber o f s o -c a lle d  
“ w ild -c a t”  sti-ikes in va rious GM 
p lan ts. As m any as 135,000 o ther 
auto w orkers  have been affected 
bv sti-ikes, p a r tic u la r ly  in pa rts  
plants.
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A  Timely Political Lesson
Labor’s Daily, which deserves commend­

ation for uncovering the true facts about 
the heroic Widen miners (see story, Page 
3), uses the Widen struggle to illustrate 
some important and timely political les­
sons.

In its “ Labor Today” column, the labor 
newspaper observes how the political 
machinery in Clay County, where Widen 
is located, and in the state of West V ir­
ginia is really controlled by the coal com­
panies and other capitalist interests. The 
48 Widen miners who have been falsely 
charged with murder are now “ faced with 
a prosecuting attorney who is friendly to­
ward the Elk River Coal and Lumber Com­
pany. He must therefore be an enemy of 
the strikers.”

The column observes further that 
Charles W. Ray, the head of the company’s 
guards, is the former head of the state 
police. This is “ one minor end-result of the 
political weakness of Labor in West V ir­
ginia” where a man like the former state 
police head “ is performing a function for 
J. G. Bradley (company president) not 
greatly different from his customary 
strike-time function while employed by the 
Department of Public Safety.”

These political factors in the Widen 
battle demonstrate that “ in order to win 
economic benefits Labor must organize 
politically. That is fundamental,”  says 
Labor’s Daily. “ The workingman must see 
that his men are nominated for public 
office — and that goes for every impor­
tant office in the United States.”

Of course, that’s very good advice. But

Labor’s Daily goes one decisive step fu r­
ther. I t  gives a clear intimation of what 
kind of labor political action is necessary 
for the future:

“ In previous columns we have stated 
our belief that in the future Labor must 
realize the close relationship of the politi­
cal and economic struggle. And not only 
realize it, but do something about it, even 
to the extent of Labor forming its own 
Labor Party.”

Here, something new and vital is added 
to the old idea that labor must get into 
politics. I t  must get into its own kind of 
politics, class politics, based on the unions 
and with its own party and program. I f  
a union man were sheriff down in Clay 
County and a Labor Party man were coun­
ty prosecutor, there would never have been 
a frame-up murder charge against 48 
strikers. There would never have been a 
strikebreaking attack by “ special deputies” 
on the pickets in the firs t place.

What applies to Clay County also applies, 
as Labor’s Daily correctly says, to the 
whole country. I f  the tremendous army of 
17,000,000 union men and women were 
mobilized politically in their own party, 
with their allies among the Negro people 
and poor farmers, they could sweep a 
Workers and Farmers government to pow­
er in Washington. They would not have 
to be fighting a holding action against 
a Taft-Hartley law and begging capitalist 
politicians not to club them.so hard. They’d 
be in position to determine the laws them­
selves and could put into action any pro­
gram the people want.

And Now a Federal Sales Tax
Eisenhower, who hypocritically pro­

mised tax relief in the-1952 presidential 
campaign, is preparing to soak the poor 
harder than they’ve yet been soaked. He 
has publicly attacked “ the wide variety”  
of existing excise taxes. That means he 
wants something more “ uniform.”  Excise 
taxes now bring in roughly one dollar out 
of every five in federal receipts. Eisen­
hower with his high-deficit budget ob­
viously expects more from this source. 
Secretary of the Treasury Humphrey said 
as much when he admitted that a federal 
sales tax is now “ being considered.”  The 
big push for it  is on.

For years the National Association of 
Manufacturers has been pressing for such 
a tax, which hits hardest those least able 
to pay. They want it  to yield as much as 
$20 billion a year. They are sure they will 
get this “ bold, constructive new solution” 
from Eisenhower. And they will, unless 
American labor leads the struggle against 
it. Workers do not fully understand how 
much they already pay out in taxes. By 
1952 not less than 38 cents out of every 
wage dollar went for direct and indirect 
taxes, federal, state and local. To illustrate 
this pyramiding tax structure, there are 
201 direct and hidden taxes on a gallon of 
gasoline; 189 taxes on a suit of clothes; 
154 on a bar of soap; 53 on a loaf of 
bread, and so on.

In many states the bulk of tax revenues 
comes from sales and excise taxes. For 
example, more than three-quarters of all

Ohio tax revenues come from this source.
Corporations do not really pay excise 

taxes but shift them to consumers. Don’t 
take our word for it. An authoritative 
mouthpiece of the financiers, long ago 
declared editorially that corporate “ tax 
will be passed on to the public, perhaps 
not in all cases immediately but certainly 
sooner or later”  (Wall Street Journal, Jan. 
17, 1951). They do it  “ sooner” rather than 
“ later.”

Now on . top of these intolerable taxes, 
Big Business proposes and Eisenhower 
aims to impose the heaviest indirect tax of 
all -—- a national sales tax. This w ill go a 
long way toward Europeanizing the price 
and tax structure in this country. In 
Europe the mass of the people have little 
hope of prices coming down because taxes 
constitute so large and permanent a part 
of the price of necessities.

A national sales tax w ill be in effect a 
wage cut, especially for the millions of 
unorganized workers. I t  will feed inflation.

I t  is not enough for organized labor 
merely to protest the imposition of such 
a “ bold” load on the poor. An effective 
counter-program is needed. We endorse 
the tax program of the Socialist Workers 
Party which advocates the following:

No taxes on incomes below $7,500.
Taxes to be included in determining the 

cost of living index to which escalator 
clauses in union contracts are tied.

100% taxon profits of all war industries.
Soak the rich, not the poor.

A  Reminder
I t  is refreshing to read in an official 

union paper some good honest words about 
the contributions of the pioneer Socialists 
in founding the American labor movement.

The May 14 issue of The Brewery 
Worker pays high tribute to these early 
Marxists in an article telling about the 
historical background of the forthcoming 
annual Summer Institute of the Interna­
tional Brewery Workers Union at the 
School of Workers, University of Wis­
consin.

F irst crediting the labor movement for 
the “ persistency with which the means for 
education of the working class was 
sought,”  The Brewery Worker declares 
that the “ early socialist trend in the 
philosophy of the Wisconsin Federation of 
Labor explains, at least in part, the em­
phasis upon workers’ education.”

This “ Socialist trend”  had its roots in 
the European working class. _ The Wis­
consin labor movement, particularly  ̂m 
Milwaukee, was shaped by German im­
migrants who came in two waves. “ The 
firs t wave,”  says The Brewery Worker, 
“ . . . was the result of the debacle of the 
mid-ninteenth century revolutionary move­
ments of Central Europe. A second wave 
was the one beginning in the seventies, 
the result partly of the impetus given by 
the firs t wave and partly of the Bismark- 
ian policy of persecution of the Social Dem­
ocrats which drove many Germans into 
political exile.”

We might add that we are to-day w it­

nessing a “ Bismarkian policy of persecu­
tion”  on American soil.

“ These exiles and the liberal revolu­
tionaries of the firs t wave of immigrants,”  
continues The Brewery Worker, constituted 
a sizeable nucleus around which there 
eventually developed in Milwaukee a 
healthy socialist movement. . . The State’s 
organized labor movement came to include 
a sizeable block of rank-and-file old Ger­
man liberals, predominantly Socialist. . . 
This rank-and-file adherence to socialist 
principles must have been of considerable 
strength.”  I t  voted “ into the preamble to 
its constitution government ownership of 
public utilities” and each year placed “ into 
high office a leadership frankly espousing 
socialist principles. .

Such was the early history of the 
American labor movement not only in 
Wisconsin but in most parts of the coun­
try. I t  is a timely reminder. The Socialist 
impress has left its mark not only in old 
preambles to union constitutions. I t  still 
lives, even i f  dormant for the present, in 
the minds and hearts of many descendants 
of the early worker Socialists. Its militant 
spirit and tradition has been revived by 
new generations of Marxists in every big 
crisis the country has experienced.

In the approaching final crisis of capital­
ism. the American labor movement will 
again turn to Socialism for inspiration 
and guidance. But the fusion of Marxist 
thought and mass power will occur this 
time on a higher and richer level than the 
world has ever seen.

Maryland Civil Liberties 
Group Fight Ober Law

police b ru ta lity ,  and to  see th a t 
th is  v ic ious practice  is ended.”

O ther organ izations represented 
at the m eeting were in v ited  to a 
special m eeting on June 8 “ to 
discuss a p rog rap i o f w o rk in g  
fo r  repea l”  o f the Ober law .

BOAS H O N O R E D
The com m ittee presented its  

(953 C iv il L ibe rties  A w ard  to D r. 
George Boas, Johns H opkins 
U n iv e rs ity  pro fessor o f the h is- 
tro y  o f ph ilosophy, who started 
the Owen L a ttim o re  Defense 
Fund. In  accepting the award, 
D r. Boas said:

“ M y  own conviction is th a t the 
m a jo r ity  is s ick and disgusted 
w ith  the un -A m erican  ac tiv itie s  
o f se lf-s ty led  defenders o f A m e r­
icanism .

“ I f  they have no t received the 
p u b lic ity  which the o ther side has 
received, i t  is because w ha t they 
stand fo r  is tra d itio n , not innova­
tion .

“ They have on ly  to speak up to 
find th a t they are fa r  fro m  being 
so lita ry  voices s in g in g  in e ffec tua l 
solos. They fo rm  a chorus 
s in g in g  in  unison from  sea to sea.

“ They are, o f course, v ilif ie d  and 
rid icu led by the pa trio tee rs . But 
i f  m y own experience proves any­
th ing , i t  is  tha t the em barrass­
m ent comes not from  the abuse 
one receives b u t from  the  praise. 
F o r one discovers to  one’s s u r­
prise tha t the best way to  be a 
hero these days is to  support the 
C o ns titu tio n  and the  B il l o f 
R ights .”

O R G A N IZ A T IO N  N E E D E D
D r. Boas is, o f course, qu ite  

r ig h t  when he speaks o f the 
m any people a ll over the coun try  
who detest the w itch  hunters and 
rod-ba iters ahd would lik e  to  op­
pose them  e ffec tive ly . However, 
w ide-scale o rgan iza tion  and action 
o f a ll labo r and lib e ra l forces 
are needed.

A n  example o f the fo rm  such 
o rgan iza tion  m ig h t take  is  the 
M ich igan C itizens Com m ittee 
A g a in s t the T rucks Law , a body 
o f more than 200 p rom inen t c i t i ­
zens from  labor, re lig ious , educa­
tiona l and c iv ic  groups, who are 
un de rta k ing  to  m obilize a un ited 
m ovem ent fo r  repeal o f the 
T rucks Law , M ich igan ’s im ita tio n  
of the Ober A c t.

Repeal o f M ary land 's  Ober 
police-state law  and the preven­
tion  o i police b ru ta litie s  are the 
“ tw o  m a jo r problem s” , o f c iv il 
libe rties  fac ing  the people o f the 
state, i t  was announced on M ay 
25 at a m eeting o f the M ary land 
C iv il L ibe rties  Committee, an a f ­
filia te  o f the A m erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union.

The Ober la w .is  the model fo r  
s im ila r  repressive law s passed by 
sta te  leg is la tures th roughou t the

country  to  deny p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  
to “ Com m unists”  o r “ subver­
sives.”  Ralph E. Edw ards, c h a ir­
man o f the com m ittee, said the 
Ober law  is “ a b lind  a tta ck ”  
upon “ the s p ir it  o f freedom  and 
to le ra tion  its e lf.”

Com m enting on police b ru ta lity , 
M r. Edw ards said: “ The M a ry ­
land C iv il L ibe rties  Com m itteo 
ca lls on the citizens o f th is  State 
to p ro tec t the personal r ig h ts  o f 
those who are the v ic tim s  o f

P re p a rin g  fo r  A-Bomb W ar

U.S. troops are shown s ilhouetted against a Nevada sky as 
the mushroom from  an atom ic bomb blast looms h igh above. 
T h is  explosion was the e igh th  in  the cu rre n t series by the 
A tom ic  E nergy Commission. A rm y  command is t ry in g  to  p re ­
pare soldiers fo r  atom ic war. In  these tests, the G Is are kept 
w e ll out o f range and protected. In  real w a rfa re , they won’t 
face such ideal conditions.

ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
PUBLIC OPINION PLAYS 

BIG ROLE IN EGYPT
-----------------  By Charles Hanley ----------------

The Naguib government in Egypt is not rejecting 
the possibility of entering into a m ilitary alliance with 
the political representatives of American Big Business as
p a rt o f the p repara tions fo r® - ---------------------------------------------- -
W orld  W a r T II. B u t i t  has to  take tro l o f the Suez Canal Zone w ith -
in to  account the hopes i t  aroused 
am ong the people when i t  came 
in to  pow er a fte r  chasing aw ay 
K in g  F a reuk . General N a gu ib ’s 
p o p u la rity  is based on tw o m ain 
prom ises: (1 ) measures o f re fo rm , 
(2 ) libe ra tion  o f the Suez Canal 
Zone and the Sudan.

E g y p t’s c a p ita lis t class knows 
th a t the on ly  w ay to prevent com­
p lete loss o f its  p restige  and the 
d is in te g ra tio n  o f sta te  power, 
wh ich F a ro u k ’s co rru p t reg im e 
had done much to prepare, are 
concessions to the m a s s e s ,  
especially the peasants whom 
N agu ib  would lik e  to  p lay  against 
the w orkers.

Pub lic op in ion has developed 
in to  an im p o rtan t fa c to r in  
E g y p t’s po litica l life .  The masses 
o f the N ile  va lley  are f in a lly  
awake a f te r  th e ir  centuries-long 
slum ber. The governm ent cannot 
a ffo rd  to igno re  th e ir  asp ira ­
tions.

Nagu ib rea lizes th a t he w ill 
no t be able to  sign a pact w ith  
the U.S. unless he proves to the 
people h is a n ti- im p e r ia lis t zeal by 
ending B r it is h  occupation o f the 
Suez Canal Zone. Consequently a 
new cam paign to d rive  ou t the 
B r it is h  has started . D u rin g  the 
past tw o  m onths repeated attacks 
on B r it is h  soldiers have been 
reported.

FE A R S  O F D U L L E S
S ecre ta ry  o f S tate John F oster 

D u lles does no t suppo rt E g y p t 
In th is  move. He knows th a t a 
new a n ti - B r it is h  upsurge in  
E g y p t is bound to  sot in m otion 
forces th a t can pass beyond con­
tro l and become a m o rta l danger 
to im p e ria lis t in te rests  in  E g y p t 
and even any fo rm  o f na tive  
bourgeois ru le.

l ie  the re fo re  opposes N a gu ib ’s 
tactics. On his v is i t  to Cairo he 
advocated an understand ing w ith  
B rita in . The State D epartm ent’s 
line  appears to envisage jo in t  
B r it is h  - A m erican - E gyp tion  con-

ou t previous departu re  o f the 
B r it is h , and some concessions to  
E gyp tia n  na tiona lism .

B r ita in  is m ak ing  an e f fo r t  to 
keep the Suez-Port Said position  
by a d ip lo m a tic  offensive coupled 
w ith  m il ita ry  prepara tions. The 
F o r e i g n  O ffice sent Robert 
I la n k c y . a d ip lo m atic  tro u b le ­
shooter and M idd le -E ast specia l­
ist, to C a iro  to  replace Am bas­
sador S ir Ralph Stevenson who 
is re tu rn in g  to B r ita in  on sick 
leave.

P rim e M in is te r C h u rch ill re ­
quested G erm an Chancellor Aden­
auer, d u r in g  his recent London 
v is it, to  ask German m il ita ry  ad­
visers (headed by  Gen. F a h rn i-  
bacher) and arm am ent tech­
nicians (headed by  D r. W ilh e lm  
Voss) to im m ed ia te ly  re tu rn  fro m  
E gyp t.

Adenauer declared th a t G er­
man laws did  n o t em power h im  
to do th is  b u t prom ised to  use 
d ip lom atic  channels to discourage 
N agu ib ’s German s ta f f  o f  ad­
visers and A rm y  in s tru c to rs  fro m  
ac tive ly  he lp ing  E g y p t to  f ig h t 
the  B r it is h  a t a tim e  when a new 
German A rm y  is be ing b u ilt  in  
a lliance w ith  B r ita in  and the U.S.

The B r it is h  governm ent con­
siders the present E g y p tia n  
s itua tion  serious enough to  ad­
vise B r it is h  fa m ilie s  to  leave 
th a t cou n try  i f  the y  have no 
pressing business there . And i t  
rem ains to  be seen w hethe r D u lles ’ 
w a rn ings in fluence N a g u i b ’ s 
course.

Under the G roup A reas A c t 
passed by M alan ’s d ic ta to r ia l 
governm ent, a t least 100,000 per­
sons w il l  be forced to move in  
Johannesburg alone. M ost o f them 
are A frican s . I f  M alan succeeds, 
a ll South A fr ic a ’s c ities w i l l  be 
d ivided in to  three ra c ia l zones, 
one fo r  A frica n s , one fo r  Asians 
and another fo r  w hites.

REHABILITATION OF PURGE VICTIM  
SEEN SLAP AIMED AT STALIN MYTH W orld  Events

------------  By Charles Hanley ------------

(C ontinued from  page 1)
reta ined u n til h is fa ll fro m  grace 
13 years la te r.

A N  O LD  B O LS H E V IK
P etrovski owed his eminence to  

the fa c t th a t he was an Old 
Bolshevik, o f whom  on ly  42 
re ta ined any p rom inen t p a rty  o r 
Soviet posts by ea rly  1938, and 
among whom he was undeniably 
a p ro m ine n t su rv ivo r. A  tu rn e r 
by trade, he jo ined the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  U k ra in ia n  movem ent in  
1899; was arrested several tim es 
and exiled. In  1912 he was elected 
a deputy to the F o u rth  S tate 
Duma, where he served as c h a ir­
man o f the  B olshevik fra c tio n  o f 
five, under Kam enev’s d irection.

Lenin at one tim e  thought 
h ig h ly  o f P e trovsk i. In  a Jan. 
1913 le tte r  to  the fam ous Russian 
w r ite r  G orki, Lenin estim ated 
P etrovski as one o f those “ fine 
lads”  w ith  whom “ i t  is  possible 
to bu ild  a w orkers ’ p a rty , in  the 
face o f ino rd ina te  d iff ic u lt ie s .”

M E T  S T A L IN  IN  1912
P etrovsk i came to  know  S ta lin  

persona lly  in 1912 in connection 
w ith  the legal P etersburg news­
paper Pravda. D u rin g  th is  same 
period, the  fo rem ost Bolshevik 
o rgan izer Sverd lov was arrested 
in P e trovsk i's  apartm ent. W ith  
the ou tbreak o f W orld  W ar I, 
P etrovski was exiled to  T u ru - 
kahnsk, near the A rc tic  C ircle. 
There is a ra re  .photograph show­
in g  a group o f S iberian exiles, 
w ith  P e trovsk i s tand ing between 
S ta lin  and Sverdlov. P etrovsk i 
was thus in tim a te ly  acquainted 
w ith  th a t pre - O ctober period in 
S ta lin ’s l i fe  wh ich a ll o f S ta lin ’s 
o ff ic ia l b iograph ies skip over in 
haste.

The F e b ru a ry  1917 Revolution 
found P etrovski alongside o f 
Yaroslavsky, the notorious fa l­
s ifie r o f B olshevik P a r ty  h is to ry , 
pub lish ing jo in t ly  w ith  the M en­
sheviks at Y aku tsk  a paper called 
the Social Democrat “ in w h ich ,”  
as Leon T ro ts k y  co rre c tly  said, 
“ they expounded the m ost v u lg a r 
and p rov inc ia l so rt o f opportun­
ism .”

P etrovsk i p layed no notable 
role e ithe r in  the 1917 Revolu­
tion  o r in the C iv il W ar. F o r ' a 
w h ile , a fte r  October, he headed 
the secret police in RSFSR 
(Russia p ro p e r!. Tn short, he had 
the best credentia ls o f a S ta lin is t 
d ig n ita ry . A f te r  Len in ’s death, as 
the reed'd shows, P etrovsk i re ­
mained in S ta lin ’s favo r, su rv iv ing  
purge a fte r  purge, p a rtic u la r ly  
the 1933 purge o f “ bourgeois 
na tiona lis ts ”  in  the  U k ra in ia n

p a rty  and governm ent apparatus, 
which drove another O ld B o l­
shevik, S kypn ik , to suicide a t the 
tim e.

B U K IIA R IN -R Y K O V  T R IA L
P etrovsk i’s do w n fa ll came on ly 

w ith  la s t o f the Moscow fram e- 
ups, t lie  B ukharin -R ykov  t r ia l  in  
M arch 1938. T h is  t r ia l ,  c lim a x in g  
the m u lti-m illio n e d  blood purges, 
was aimed p a r tic u la r ly  a t the 
U kra ine .

The f irs t  tw o  witnesses a t th is  
fram eup were p rom inen t U k ra in ­
ians. G rinko , fo rm e r Soviet Com­
m issar o f Finance, confessed to 
“ the an ti-S ov ie t a c tiv itie s  o f the 
U k ra in ia n  na tion a l-fasc is t o rgan­
iza tion  o f w h ich he (G rin ko ) was 
one o f the leaders. . The next 
w itness Chernov, a fo rm e r M en­
shevik who became Com m issar 
o f T rade fo r  the U k ra in e  and 
la te r Soviet Com m issar o f A g r i­
cu ltu re , made a s im ila r  confession.

T hroughou t the year 1937, the 
U kra ine  was singled ou t in  the 
Moscow press as a breeding place 
o f “ bourgeois na tiona lis ts ,”  T ro t­
sky is t “ cuckoos”  and th e ir  alleged 
“ pa trons and p ro tectors.”

W ha t settled the fa te  o f S. V. 
Kosior, then U k ra in ia n  d ic ta to r, 
was h is  m em bership in  the 
B ukharin -led  “ L e f t  - C om m unist”  
group d u rin g  the  B res t - L ito v s k  
days. K os io r was purged in 
January 1938. B u t P etrovski re ­
mained im m une fo r  a lm ost tw o  
months a fte r  the B ukharin -R ykov  
t r ia l.  W hy  then did  he, too, f in a lly  
fa l l  v ic tim ?

V IC T IM  O F  S T A L IN
I t  could o n ly  be because 

P etrovsk i sought to shield some 
o f  h is closest k in , fr ien ds  o r 
henchmen fro m  K hruschev whose 
task i t  was to  clean o u t the local 
“ executives”  fro m  top  to  bottom . 
Such an “ apposition”  was in ­
to le rab le fo r  S ta lin ’s reg im e. 
S ta lin  was a ll the more agreeable 
to the e lim in a tio n  o f P e trovsk i, 
because th is  O ld Bolshevik knew 
the rea l h is to ry  o f Le n in ’s p a rty , 
o f the Russian October, and o f 
S ta lin ’s obscure and secondary 
role in both, and S ta lin 's  sub­
sequent fa ls ifica tio ns  and crimes.

The 1938 purge in  the  U kra ine  
coincided, as did the one in 1933. 
w ith  a calam itous d rou th  and a 
decline in  the Donbass coal p ro- 
uction, fo r  which the local “ ex­
ecutives”  were, o f course, blamed.

The d iff ic u lt ie s  co n fro n tin g  the 
post-S ta lin  reg im e in  the U kra ine  
in 1953 are not o f the same na ture 
as in  the p re -w a r days under 
S ta lin . Today’ s problem s revolve 
no t around food and fu e l sho rt­

ages as in  the past, b u t ra th e r 
around m echanizing and ra is in g  
the p ro d u c tiv ity  o f the mines, 
fa rm s, ranges, etc. In  th is  con­
nection the Moscow papers have, 
again, been no tin g  “ shortcom ings”  
in the Uki-aine, as in  the other 
na tiona l Soviet Republics.

D IS C O N T E N T , O P P O S IT IO N
The hue and c ry  about “ bour­

geois na tion a lis ts ”  (read : peasant 
d iscontent) coupled w ith  the  
snarls  against “ a n ti - Len in is t 
dregs”  (read : w o rk in g  class op­
po s itio n ) w h ile  m u ffle d  is never­
theless likew ise qu ite  apparent in  
the o ffic ia l press.

How  are these “ shortcom ings”  
resolved? H ow  is the U k ra in ia n  
w o rk in g  class d iscontent and th a t 
o f the peasants be ing m et? The 
M alenkov reg im e has prom ised 

concessions. P e tro vsk i’s re h a b ilita ­
t io n  is undoubtedly one such 
“ concession.”  B u t the  fa v o rite  
m ethod in the pa s t has been —  
the purge. H ave purges been 
dispensed w ith , or, on the con­
tra ry , are U k ra in ia n  local “ ex­
ecutives”  aga in  be ing made scape­
goats fo r  the consequences o f the 
K re m lin ’s own policies and m ethod 
o f adm in is tra tion?

In  our judgm ent P e trovsk i’s 
re h a b ilita tio n  could rea d ily  serve 
as a cover fo r  such a purge. I t  is 
the reh ab ilita tion  n o t o f a fo rm e r 
opposition ist, bu t s im p ly  o f a 
case-hardened d ig n ita ry  w ho over­
stepped his place and prerogatives.

T h is  is the same p a tte rn  as in  
the re h a b ilita tio n  o f the K re m lin  
physicians w h ich was accom­
panied b y  a purge o f the  fo rm e r 
M in is try  o f State Security . B e ria ’s 
“ re h a b ilita tio n ”  in  G eorgia was 
likew ise accompanied b y  a la rge - 
scale ove rhau ling  o f the p a r ty  
and governm ent apparatus there. 
In  add ition  i t  is reported th a t 
purges have been ta k in g  place in  
m any o f the na tiona l Soviet 
Republics, as w e ll as in  the 
various provinces and d is tr ic ts .

The U kra ine , in  ou r op in ion, 
has e ith e r been o r is about to  be 
added to  th is  g row ing  lis t.
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P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  
116 U n iv e rs ity  P U  N . Y . C.

T H E  PUR G E is  con tinu ing  
among E ast G erm an S ta lin is ts . 
Hans Lau te r, m em ber o f the 
C entra l C om m ittee, was accused 
M ay 20 o f consp iring  w ith  F ranz  
Dahlem, one o f the m ost in ­
flu e n tia l figures o f the p a rty , who 
was reported under a rre s t tw o 
weeks ago as an accomplice of 
R udo lf S lansky, Czechoslovakian 
purge v ic tim .

*  *  *

R IC H A R D  S L A N S K Y , b ro the r 
o f the executed R u do lf S lansky, 
was given a li fe  sentence M ay 26 
fo r  alleged espionage* according 
to  the Prague rad io . Eduard 
Goldstuecker, fo rm e r M in is te r to 
Is rae l, also received a life  
sentence. D r. Paul Kavan, fo rm e r 
member o f the Czechoslovak 
legation in London, and K are l 
Dufe.k, fo rm e r Czechoslovak A m ­
bassador to T u rkey , each received 
sentences o f 25 years. Golds­
tuecker was re fe rred  to  in  las t 
yea r’s t r ia l o f R u do lf S lansky as 
a “ Jew ish bourgeois n a tio n a lis t.”  
D u fe k  was p ic tu red  as a “ T ro t­
sky is t who became a Czecho­
slovak envoy in T u rke y .”  A l l  fo u r 
were reported to have “ con­
fessed."

*  *  *

N IC H O L A S  Z A C H A R IA D E S .
Secre tary General o f the Greek 
Com m unist P a rty , is said to have 
been purged fro m  h is post on 
orders fro m  the K rem lin . A  M ay 
21 dispatch fro m  A thens to  the 
N . Y . T im es says he was “ too 
much iden tified  w ith  S ta lin ”  and 
the “ new Moscow reg im e wished 
a new Com m unist s e t -u p  in 
Greece.”  H is  successor is reported 
to  be one o f h is lieutenants, 
Petros Rousos.

*  *  *

L I  LT-SAN, M in is te r o f Labor 
in  the Mao governm ent, has been 
“ q u ie tly  dropped”  fro m  the 
P resid ium  o f the A il-C h in a  Fed­
era tion  o f T rade Unions, accord­
in g  to the M ay 22 C h ris tian  
Science M on ito r. He m ay s t i l l  
hold his p o rtfo lio  b u t “ appears to  
have fa lle n  fro m  fa v o r.”  A n old 
leader o f the Chinese Com m unist 
P a rty , he was expelled a f te r  a 
clash w ith  Mao and w en t to 
Russia in  1930. He re tu rned  in 
1945 and was gene ra lly  consider­
ed to be Moscow’s representative 
in the leadership o f the Chinese 
CP. O ther prom inent, figu res who 
have n o t been seen in public 
recen tly  are K a n g  Shen, Chen 
Y u , Chag Y u -y i and Chen Shao- 
yu  (a lso known as W ang M in g ). 
Chen Shao-yu was a m em ber o f 
the P resid ium  o f the C om intern 
in  Moscow fro m  1932 to  1937.

S O V IE T  STORES have made 
another concession in  prices. O ut­
moded goods re m a in in g  on the 
shelves w i l l  be sold d u rin g  the 
ne x t week a t an average m a rk ­
down o f 25%, the M in is try  o f In ­
te rna l and F o re ign  Trade an­
nounced M ay  22.

*  *  *

T H E  G R E E K  S E C TIO N  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, w o rld  p a r ty  
o f soc ia lis t revo lu tion  founded by 
Leon T ro ts k y , has doubled its  
m em bership since its  la s t con­
vention two years ago. A ccord ing  
to Q uatriem e In te rna tiona le , 63% 
o f the members are w orkers, 25% 
in te llec tua ls  and 12% p o o r  
artisans. In  the recent dock s trikes 
at P iraeus, T ro ts k y is t m ilita n ts  
p layed a leading role. They were 
also in the leadership o f s trikes 
o f shoe w orkers  and telephone 
employees. Tn a Macedonian tow n, 
a T ro ts k y is t was elected C ity  
C ouncilor by 7,000 votes.

* * *
MRS. E L E A N O R  R O O S E V E LT

was the ta rg e t M ay 25 o f  Jap­
anese women in Tokyo demon­
s tra t in g  aga inst w a r. They shout­
ed, “ Go hom e! We women who,, 
have gone th rough  a w a r don’t  
w a n t another w a r !”

* * *
M A L A N ’S V IC T O R Y  was due

to South A fr ic a 's  reactionary  
e lectora l law , fo r  the opposition 
obtained about 125,000 more 
votes than M a la n ’s racis t-m inded 
N a tiona lis ts , rep o rts  the  N ew  
Y o rk  w eekly A u fbau  o f M ay  15.

*  *

39 M A U -M A U S  were hanged in  
Kenya, a governm ent spokesman 
said M ay 22. A lm o s t 400 others' 
face the death pena lty  fo r  alleged
te rrb r ia t ac tiv ities .

*  *  *

H A L F ' o f the w o rld ’s popu la­
tion  <s il l ite ra te , according to a 
UNESCO  re p o rt published in 
London. In  U ganda 70% can 
ne ithe r read nor w r ite ;  in  
Mozambique 99%. In  M ozam bique 
there  is on ly  one teacher to every 
FT5 ch ild ren ; in  Spanish Guinea, 
one to 85; in  F rench E qu a to ria l 
A fr ic a , one to 73; in  the  
Dom inican Republic, one to 86; in  
Y ugoslavia , one to 59. G reat 
B r ita in  is the b iggest producer 
o f books, fo llow ed by the U.S. 
and France. B r ita in  also has the 
b iggest c ircu la tio n  o f periodicals 
—  600 fo r  every 1,000 in hab itan ts  
w h ile  in  the U.S. the fig u re  is 
356 fo r  every 1,000 and in  
A fgh an is ta n , one fo r  every 1.000. 
As fo r  rad io  receivers, A fr ic a  
has on ly  1% o f the w o r ld ’s sets, 
A s ia  6% , the Soviet U n ion  7%, 
Europe 27% , the U.S. 52%.



Tht Nigra Struggle

Recommended Reading
By Fred Hart

Civil Rights in the United States in 1952, 
the fifth annual report published jointly 
by the American Jewish Congress and the 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, 151 pages, 40 cents, is 
a useful publication, containing much fac­
tual ammunition for the fight for equality.

This report does not explain the cause 
of discrimination against minority groups, 
Dor does it offer a program of action to end 
it. But it does not pretend to do so, and it 
serves a valid function just the same. We 
recommend it to everyone who is active 
in the fight against Jim Crow and anti- 
Semitism.

Although it leaves much unsaid, it draws 
attention to some important facts in the 
foreword signed by NAACP executive sec­
retary Walter White and AJC executive 
director David W. Petegorsky. They are 
more inclined than we are to exaggerate 
the scope of recent gains, but at the same 
time they wisely avoid presenting a Polly- 
anna picture.

As a result of such gains, they say, 
“few persons in public life today will open­
ly advocate or defend discrimination.” But 
they immediately add: “To some degree 
that has led the opposition to equality to 
adopt more subtle and devious methods, 
far more difficult to combat than avowed 
hostility.”

Noting that Negro voting has increased 
considerably in the South and Jim-Crow 
segregation has been reduced in the armed 
forces, White and Petegorsky continue: 
“There have been important areas of our 
national life, however, that have remained 
untouched and that are still disfigured by 
the blight of segregation and inequality. 
The basic patterns of living, in the country 
at large, have not been greatly altered. 
In particular, the deeply entrenched ghetto

the MILITANT
patterns in housing have hardly been 
touched. Many discriminatory pi’actices in 
employment, education and other areas 
have been abolished. There have been 
enough changes to show what can be done. 
But measured against the total amount of 
discrimination existing even in the least 
prejudiced communities, the gains have not 
been substantial.

“Progress was seriously thwarted, and 
in many cases prevented, by die-hard rac­
ists, hypocritical politicians and others who 
have used archaic legislative rules, discre­
dited judicial precedents and similar 
weapons with great skill and effectiveness 
. . .In far too many instances, there was 
recourse to violence, often with impunity, 
in order to intimidate those who dared 
claim their democratic prerogatives.”

“Above all, the continued abuse of the 
powers of Congressional investigation and 
the excesses committed in the name of se­
curity and loyalty have had a pervasive 
and intimidatory effect. To a considerable 
degree, these abuses have succeeded in 
identifying dissatisfaction with the status 
quo — whether in politics, economics or 
human rights — with subversion or dis­
loyalty. The rigid climate of fear and sus­
picion has chilled the enthusiasm of many 
without whose dedicated services no victo­
ries can be won.”

Our enemies are using more subtle meth­
ods to prevent equality; the basic patterns 
of living are unchanged; the gains have not 
been substantial; violence still threatens 
those who demand their rights; and the 
witch hunt has been used to discourage 
people from joining the fight for progress. 
There, in a few woi'ds, is a 1000% more 
truthful picture of the present situation 
than the recent highly-touted report on the 
U.S. Negro in Time magazine.
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Eight N.Y. Police Face Trial for Brutalities
- C f -

When You Get 
Old with Your 
Pockets Empty

A 78-year-old man who said he 
was i l l  o f cancer and broke was 
ja iled  in  M emphis on M ay 25 fo r 
(he holdup o f a liq u o r store and 
attem pted robbery o f a grocery 
at gun-poin t. Police said he is 
W . A . Mobley, an unemployed 
carpenter. They quoted h im  as 
sa y in g :

“ When a man is m y age and 
B u ffe ring  w ith  a cancer he has 
l i t t le  le f t  to gamble w ith . I  lived 
a peaceful, law -ab id ing  li fe  fo r  
78 years, b u t when you get old 
and you r pockets are em pty  —  
w e ll, a fe llo w  is lik e ly  to  do m ost 
an y th in g .”

Police said the toothless, g ra y - 
ha ired M obley adm itted a $140 
liquo r-s to re  holdup.

I f  there were an adequate na ­
tion a l health insurance program  
and a comprehensive old - age 
pension system w ith  f u l l  coverage 
fo r  a ll in  need, we would no t 
have such tragedies o f the  aged 
in  th is  riches t cou n try  on earth . 
B u t decent federa l health  and 
old-age pension systems —  th e y ’re 
“ soc ia lis tic ” !

Steel Wage Ta lks Open

TV and Comic Rooks?
-------------------------  By Joyce Cowley --------------------------

During the first six months of 1952 
more serious crimes were committed by 
boys and girls 18 years old than by per­
sons of any other age bracket 1

I  found this startling information in a 
new pamphlet issued by the Children 
Bureau, Some Facts on Juvenile Delin­
quency. 1,000,000 boys and girls under 
eighteen years of age are arrested every 
year. According to Judge Charles E. Moyal 
of Baltimore: “In the past 25 years, the 
population of state and federal prisons has 
increased seven times as fast as the nation­
al population. Convicted adolescents make 
up a substantial share of our prison popula­
tion. Crime is a habit generally acquired in 
early youth and strengthened by prison.” 

When it comes to analyzing the cause of 
this extraordinary increase in juvenile 
crime, the explanation of the experts 
sounds strangely inadequate. Dr. Frederic 
Wertham, psychiatrist and leading con­
sultant on crimes of violence, was called in 
on a recent murder case. A 16-year-old boy 
had killed two school girls. “Children 
weren’t commiting crimes like this 15 
years ago,” declared Wertham. “I know. 
I ’ve studied thousands of cases. Children 
are being educated to being sadistically in­
clined and the education is coming from 
television and comic books.”

I  don’t have a particularly high opinion 
of television or comic books — either as 
entertainment or education — but it does 
seems extreme to condemn them as the 
cause of juvenile crime. You might as well 
Bay that the increase in the use of nar-

By David Stevens
With a million dollars in civil suits filed against them, 

eight New York policemen will stand departmental trials 
this week on charges of brutality. This is the first time
th a t such action has been taken®

Leaders o f the C IO  U n ited  S tee lw orkers in P ittsb u rg h  to  
open ta lks  w ith  the U.S. Steel C orpora tion  fo r  wage increases 
under the contract reopener. The specific  demands have not 
been made public. L .to  r . :  How ard R. Hague, assistant to  p res i­
dent; general counsel A r th u r  J. G oldberg; and President D avid 
J. McDonald.

PEOPLE KEPT IN DARK 
BY SECRET DIPLOMACY

cotics is due to the fact that drugs are 
available, which obviously fails to explain 
why Dr. Wertham’s theory also ignores 
the fact that the rise of juvenile delin­
quency and crime is a world-wide pheno­
menon. The evil influence of American 
television and comic books certainly can’t 
extend to the children of Europe and Asia.

The sadistic violence of television shows 
and comic books reflects the violence of 
everyday life. These youngsters of 18 can’t 
remember a time “before the war.” As 
soon as they learned to walk and talk, they 
learned about wholesale killing and de­
struction. Newspaper accounts of napalm 
bombs which make a giant torch of Korean 
cities may be even more dangerous reading 
than the Adventures of Dick Tracy, and 
create greater callousness toward the life 
of the individual.

An adolescent today knows that war is 
the one sure thing ahead of him. He can’t 
complete his studies, he can’t plan, he 
has no future and sees no way out of the 
trap. The result — muggings, dope addic­
tion, teen-age gang wars and sex clubs, 
youngsters gambling their lives in ‘games” 
with souped-up cars. The vigorous spirit 
of today’s youth has turned to self-destruc­
tion and meaningless violence.

There is a way out. These young people 
have the vitality and courage to fight if 
they see any point in it. We’ve got to ex­
plain socialism in terms that make sense 
to them, convince them they can build a 
society free from violence and war. If  we 
show them the possibility of a happy, con­
structive future, they’ll take it from there.

Notes from the News
S A L U T E S  M A S TE R S . A t  a luncheon o f the  

U n ite d  N egro  College Fund given in  honor o f the 
R ocke fe lle r fa m ily  fo r  ita  cha ritab le  in te res t in 
N egro  education, Gen. E isenhower declared; “ I  
jo in, w ith  you in  b r in g in g  m y own deep sense o f 
o b lig a tio n  to  the R ockefe ller fa m ily  —  a fa m ily  
th a t  has seen th is  type  o f need and has done 
som eth ing w ith in  the te rm s o f p r iva te  enterprise, 
p r iv a te  in it ia t iv e  and co-operative spontaneous 
co-operation and d id  n o t w a it  on some k ind  o f 
la w  to  ge t done a th in g  they saw needed to  be 
done.”  The R ockefe ller fa m ily  has been one o f 
the  m ost in flu e n tia l In the inne r ru lin g  c irc le  o f 
the c a p ita lis t class in  nam ing  P residentia l candi­
dates.

•  *  *

A  D E P R E S S IO N  i*  be ing courted by the  E isen­
how er a d m in is tra tion , says A le x  Rose, President, 
o f the  A F L  H a tte rs  U nion. Addressing the A F L  
Ladies G arm ent W orkers Convention M ay 21, 
Rose charged: “ W e are faced w ith  the th re a t o f 
governm ent-p lanned de fla tio n  —• p la y in g  w ith  
hum an w e lfa re  to  create a depression in  the Dice 
o f  the  g rea test p ro d u c tiv ity  the  w o rld  has ever 
know n —  to  create a cheap labo r m arke t and 
beat back the  unions.”

*  *  *

T H E  W O R LD ’S R IC H E S T  U N IO N  is  the A F L  
In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G arm ent W orkers . O ffic ia ls  
o f  the un ion reported M ay 24 th a t its  assets in 
general and w e lfa re  funds now stand a t $166.- 
100,140, an increase o f some $56,000,000 since the 
la s t convention three years ago. T h is  pow erfu l 
o rg an iza tio n  by-passed proposals o f delegates a t 
its  convention to  organ ize a Labo r P a rty  and 
even re jected a proposal to establish a d a ily  labo r 
newspaper. Ju liu s  Hochman, C hairm an o f the 
Resolutions Com m ittee, to ld  delegates a da ily  
paper is “ fu l l  o f pe rils  and p it fa lls .”  Since 1944 
members have made v o lu n ta ry  con tribu tions  o f 
$1,053,024 to  p o lit ic a l cam paigns. T h is  includes 
co n trib u tio n s  fo r  A d la i Stevenson, the L ib e ra l 
IP artft American* fo r Democratic Action and

Labo r’s League fo r  P o litica l Education. A m ong 
the  recip ients o f the un ion ’s slush fun d  was the 
Socia l-D em ocratic w eek ly  New Leader Which was 
g iven  $40,000. D avid D ubinsky, union president, 
reported that, the  o rgan iza tion  los t about 
$10,000,000 because o f  the  decrease in  value o f 
governm ent bonds in  which its  funds are invested.

* * *
V IO L E N C E  in the seven-week-old s trike  o f the 

C IO  E le c trica l W orkers  a t Syracuse, N. Y ., was 
inc ited by General E le c tr ic  C orpora tion M ay 25 
wln-n com pany o ffic ia ls  called on w h ite -co lla r 
w o rkers  to  crash th rough  p icke t lines and re tu rn  
to w o rk . The scabs in  closed cars ram m ed in to  
p ickets pa rad ing  before the  gates, in ju r in g  at 
least fou r.

* * *
M E R G E R  o f the C IO  R e ta il, Wholesale &  De­

p a rtm e n t Store U n ion and the un a ffilia ted  Dis­
tr ib u tiv e , Processing &  O ffice W orkers  (D P O ) 
has been approved by W a lte r Reuther, P resident 
o f the CIO. A t  its  M ay 8 m eeting  the DPO N a ­
tio n a l E xecu tive Board, fo rm e r ly  S ta lin is t-  
dom inated, repudiated the Com m unist P a rty . 
R euther noted th a t “ a m a jo r change in the 
un ion ’s s tru c tu re  and ideology has been develop­
in g ”  fo r  the past tw o years and tha t, no longer 
sup po rting  the C om m unist P a rty  line, i t  is s u f­
f ic ie n tly  purged to  en te r the C-IO.

» * •
A Q U A K E R  C LE R IC , 63-year-old S tuart 

Denton M orris , fo rm e r honorary  canon o f 
B irm ingham  Cathedral, who a rrived  in  the U.S. 
M ay 15 fo r  an e ight-w eek na tion-w ide speaking 
tou r, was detained by im m ig ra tio n  au tho rities  on 
E llis  Is land. The reasons were no t disclosed. B u t 
the c le rgym an is  General Secretary o f Great 
B r ita in ’s Peace Pledge U nion and his v is i t  was 
sponsored by  the W a r Resisters League a ll o f 
wh ich associates h im  so much w ith  the desire fo r  
peace th a t he is  n a tu ra lly  suspect as a “ sub­
vers ive”  in  the eyes o f the w a r-m ongering  E isen­
hower ad m in is tra tion ,

Witch Hunters 
Push Rosenbergs 
Toward Death

(Continued fro m  page 1)
o f the A m erican trade -  union 
movement. The cow ard ly  silence 
o f the labo r o ffic ia ls  is a ll the 
more reprehensible because it. is 
precise ly tile  trade unions th a t 
are the ta rg e t o f the m ounting  
w itch  hunt. I t  is the power and 
resistance o f the trade  - union 
movem ent th a t the w itch  hunters 
w ant to crush in order to leave a 
c lear field fo r  load ing the burden 
o f the w a r on the  backs o f the 
A m erican workers.

A t  the same tim e  i t  is  the 
labo r m ovem ent th a t can s tr ik e  
the most' pow erfu l b low  a t the 
w itch  h u n t by com ing out w ith  
a v igorous po licy o f p ro test and 
s trugg le  against, the ju d ic ia l 
m urder o f the Rosenbergs. In  
th is  eleventh hour o f the s trugg le  
to save the Rosenbergs, The 
.M ilitant urges trade un ion ists 
th roughou t the na tion  to  demand 
action fro m  th e ir  union o rgan­
izations and o ffic ia ls .

I t  is no t too la te  to  save the 
Rosenbergs —  eve ry th ing  must be 
done to  stop the hand o f the 
electrocut ioner.

The life  expectancy o f a N ava jo  
Ind ian child is on ly  17 years as 
compared w ith  64 years fo r  a 
w h ite  ch ild , Roger Davis, N ava jo  
o ffic ia l, stated a t the recent con­
vention o f the N a tiona l T ube r­
culosis Association.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
Panm unjom ,”  cla im s the re  is 
“ ample ju s tific a tio n  fo r  a ll these 
precautions,”  among them, “ to 
prevent public con troversy”  and 
i f  the discussions break down to 
make “ abundantly  c lear th a t the 
d iv is ion  is on a genuine question 
o f p rinc ip le .”  B u t how arc  we to  
know  w ha t princ ip les, i f  any, are 
involved ?

Henry S. H ayw ard , the ch ie f 
F a r E'astern correspondent o f 
The C hris tian  Science M on ito r, 
exp la ins th a t “ the reasoning be­
hind the secret sessions is th a t 
the U N  w il l  state its  position in  
the conference room  b lu n tly  and 
honestly to the enemy, bu t w ill 
no t a ttem p t tq e laborate o r ex­
p la in  its  ‘position outside.”  Such 
a procedure, he concedes “ is  open 
to the frequen t and dam aging 
charge . . .  o f ‘secret agreements 
secre tly reached.’ ”

Do the U.S. spokesmen fea r 
th a t th e ir  “ b lu n t and honest”  
statem ents in the Panm unjom  
conference ten t sound m ore like  
provocative demands designed to 
s ta ll o r b low  up a truce?

A re  they a fra id  to  le t these 
ta lks  proceed in the lig h t  o f day 
because th e ir  term s would impose 
such onerous conditions th a t the 
Chinese and N o rth  Koreans could 
no t conceivably accept? We do 
no t know.

A re  they such term s as to 
reveal th a t the previous demands 
made by  the. U.S. were so exo r­
b ita n t as to block a truce fo r  
ne a rly  two yea.rs and th a t the 
fig h tin g  could have, been ended 
long ago i f  the U.S. had agreed 
to these te rm s sooner?- W e do 
no t know.

Do these term s include po litica l 
conditions th a t would make any 
truce sho rt-lived , a mere b re a th ­
ing-spe ll in  p repa ra tion  fo r  a 
b igge r A sian w ar?  W e have not 
been told.

TROOPS TO  S T A Y
W hat we do know is th a t even 

i f  a truce is effected, i t  w i l l  no t 
mean peace, b u t on ly  an in te rlude 
in m il ita ry  operations. E isenhower 
said weeks ago th a t no m a tte r 
w h a t the outcome o f tho cease­
fire  parleys, the Am erican troops 
w il l  be kept in Korea fo r  “ qu ite  
a w h ile .”  And the a rrogan t 
re fusa l o f the W a ll S treet gov­
ernm ent to  recognize the new 
governm ent o f China w i l l  con 
tinue  to rem ain as a fes te ring  
sore, ready to  spread the w a r 
in fe c tion  a t any tim e  in  Asia .

I f  the w o rld ’s people are shut 
out fro m  any v iew  or voice about 
Korea, s t i l l  less w il l  they be 
p r iv y  to the B ig  Three discus­
sions a t Berm uda slated be­
tween Eisenhower, C hurch ill and 
whoever the new French p re m ie r 
may be. These “ chats,”  as E isen­
hower has re fe rred  to them, w ill 
concern themselves w ith  the 
whole big question o f w o rld  w a r 
o r peace. And th is  decision w ill 
be le ft  to the secret m ach in­
ations o f three cap ita lis t ru le rs  
tw o o f whom, E isenhower and 
C hurch ill, are m ilita r is ts  to  the 
bone.

H u m a n ity ’s fa te  is being sealed 
behind locked doors. W e m ust 
break them down. W e must 
demand an end to  a ll secret d ip lo ­
macy. Expose the secret connivers 
o f w o rld  w a r to  public v ie w !

in New Y o rk  before c iv i l su its  
aga inst police have been settled.

Praised by the press as “ a 
sudden change in departm ent 
po licy ”  and hailed by Police Com­
m issioner Monaghan as a step 
“ fo r  the p ro tection  o f the pub lic ,”  
these tr ia ls  are a concession 
forced by widespread and g ro w ­
in g  pro test and exposure.

F o r years the wanton beatings 
and k il lin g s  o f innocent w orkers 
and poor people, especia lly among 
the N egro and Puerto  R ican peo­
ple, by members o f “ New  Y o rk ’s 
finest”  has been taken fo r  granted 
by Police D epartm ent and city- 
o ffic ia ls . Cops have k ille d  and 
maimed and gone scot free  even 
when c iv i l su its  aga inst them 
have been won. In  the case o f 
the  e ight now fac ing  investiga tion , 
the charges go back as fa r  as 
1945.

In  the past three years, no less 
than ten people have been 
m urdered by tr ig g e r-h a p p y  cops 
in New Y o rk  C ity . The Lega l A id  
Society reported tha t o f the 8,300 
defendants i t  represented in 
Felony cou rt last yea r over 2,700 
showed signs o f physica l in ju ries  
ra n g in g  fro m  scratches to broken 
jaws.

Bruce S m ith , A c tin g  D irec to r 
o f Pub lic A d m in is tra tio n , declar­
ed th a t his s ta f f  had numerous 
cases o f unprovoked p o l i c e  
assaults on citizens. 51 cases alorie 
involved firea rm  assaults by in ­
toxica ted police. Such cases o f 
police b ru ta lity , he said, have 
been going v ir tu a lly  unhindered 
and unpunished fo r  15 years.

especially members o f m in o r ity  
groups.”  Doctored-up newspaper 
accounts w ill no doubt also be 
employed to p u t a k in d ly  face on 
the bru tes in  blue.

These steps have been fu r th e r  
spurred by the need o f the  
Federa l Justice D epartm ent to  
remove the odium attached to  i t  
by the recent co llus ion scandaL 
The A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  
U n ion  reports  in  its  M ay 25 
weekly b u lle tin  th a t A tto rn e y  
General H e rbe rt B row ne ll haa 
ordered an in q u iry  by a Federa l 
grand ju r y  in B roo k lyn  in  a case 
of police b ru ta li ty  w h ich  has come 
up seven tim es in  a Queens 
M ag is tra tes ’ C ourt w ith o u t dis­
position. One o f three cases now 
under in ves tiga tion  by the F B I,  
i t  m arks the f irs t tim e  th a t th s  
1870 c iv i l r ig h ts  act has been 
invoked in  New Y ork .

C O LLU S IO N  S C A N D A L
T his  te rro r aga inst helpless 

v ic tim s  came to the sharp a tten ­
tion o f the pub lic  two m onths ago 
when a sordid deal was exposed 
in vo lv in g  collusion between the 
U.S. D epartm ent o f Justice and 
top local police brass. Th is deal 
denied v ic tim s  o f police b ru ta lity- 
legal recourse under the Federal 
c iv il- r ig h ts  statutes.

Thousands o f outraged Harlem  
residents in  mass m eetings de­
manded a com plete ove rhau ling  
and clean-up o f the Police De­
partm ent inc lud ing  the ouster of 
Police Com m issioner M onaghan.

T A R N IS H E D  R E P U T A T IO N
The unprecedented move p lac­

ing  e igh t police on t r ia l  can be 
understood on ly  against th is  
background. The New Y o rk  Police 
D epartm ent makes th is  cu rre n t 
gesture on ly because i t  feels in 
need o f po lish ing  up its  tarn ished 
rep u ta tio n  as- a p ro tec to r o f the 
people. F o r th is  reason i t  has also 
ju s t sot up a board “ to insure 
prom pt and im p a rt ia l in ves tig a ­
tions o f com pla ints by c iv ilia ns  
aga inst members o f the Police 
D epartm ent.”  Th is body, the 
C iv ilian  C om p la in t Review Board, 
is composed en tire ly  o f Deputies 
o f the Police D epartm ent.

In  add ition , 19,000 cops are to 
be given a qu ickie course, “ to learn 
to ge t a long be tte r w ith  people,

Series on USSR 
Opens at Forum 
In Los Angeles

By Ernest Rief
LOS A N G E LE S , M ay 23 —  The 

F rida y  N ig h t F orum ’s new seriea 
o f fo u r discussions on “ S ov ie t 
Russia a fte r  S ta lin ’s Death”  
opened last n igh t as an a tten tive  
audience heard M ilto n  A lv in  speak 
on the new problem  o f the  
M alenkov regim e.

“ The c a llin g  o f a congress o f 
the Russian Com m unist P a rty  la s t 
October, the f irs t  in  14 years, and 
the appearance o f S ta lin ’s pam ­
ph le t on economic problem s in  the 
USSR are signs o f a deep-going 
c ris is  which is caused by g ro w in g  
d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the reg im e,”  
stated A lv in . The Soviet youth and 
m any leaders as w e ll have been 
o ffe r in g  c ritic ism s  around three 
m ain po in ts : (1 ) the con tinu ing  
lo-w standard o f liv in g  o f the peo­
ple  in  spite o f the trem endous 
g ro w th  o f Soviet in d u s try , (2 ) the 
con tinu ing  repression and bureau­
c ra tism  o f the governm ent In  
l ig h t  o f M a rx is t pred ic tions about 
the “ w ith e r in g  aw ay o f the s ta te ”  
under socialism , and (3 ) the 
th re a t o f c a p ita lis t res to ra tion  
from  w ith in  w h ich  stems fro m  
the collectives and la rge  peasant 
holdings.

The audience, which included 
many new faces, carried  on a 
sp ir ite d  discussion a fte r  the 
lecture, which the cha irm an f in a lly  
had to break jn to  because o f the 
tim e. Most, people stayed fo r  
re freshm ents and m ore discus­
sion a fte rw a rds , inc lud ing  some 
u n iv e rs ity  students who said they 
were com ing back fo r  the -whole 
series.

The F r id a y  N ig h t Forum s, 
w h ich fea tu re  M a rx is t ta lks  on 
top ical subjects, are held a t 
Forum  H a ll, 1702 E. 4 th  S t., Log 
Angeles.

N. Y. Dockers Need  a  Union H iring H ali
By R. Bell

The New Y ork  w a te rfro n t has 
been a s tin k in g  cesspool fo r  
m any, m any years. C orruption , 
racketeering and crim e have 
flourished under a system in  which 
a gangster-ridden nnion o ff ic ia l­
dom and crooked po litic ians com­
bined w ith  shipowners and ste­
vedoring companies to  m a in ta in  
“ peace”  on the w a te rfro n t.

These conditions were a m a tte r 
o f 'public record. Throughou t the 
years, social w orkers and re fo rm ­
ers had published numerous 
reports and studies dep lo ring  the 
v ic tim iza tio n , a t the hands o f a 
host o f  racketeers and parasites, 
o f the  New Y o rk  dock w orkers. 
Investiga to rs , pub lic  and p riva te , 
have repeatedly exposed w a te r­
f ro n t  orim o and crim ina ls . In  
m ost instances, these exposes 
pointed to  the “ shape up”  system 
o f h ir in g  as the ro o t o f the  evil.

The shape up h ir in g  system 
prevails, in  one fo rm  or another, 
in  most o f the A tla n tic  and G u lf 
■ports nndor the  ju r is d ic tio n  o f 
the A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Longshore­
men’s Association. I t  is  practiced, 
in its  crudest fo rm , in the p o r t o f 
New Y ork . Here, men seeking em­
ploym ent are required to  “ shape,”  
tha t is, fo rm  a sem i-c irc le  outside 
o f the various piers, where the 
h ir in g  boss a rb it ra r i ly  selects 
from  (hose assembled the  men 
needed fo r  the p a rtic u la r jobs.

M ost o f the dock w orkers  are 
forced to go th rough  th is  
h u m ilia tin g  experience over and 
over again. They are a t the m ercy 
o f the h ir in g  boss. T h is  abom in­
able system gives rise to  fa v o r it ­
ism and p e tty  racke teering  a t the 
expense o f the m a jo r ity  o f the 
men. To keep the men in line, 
“ K in g ”  Ryan, life tim e , president 
o f  the IL A ,  employed the use o f 
thugs, p e tty  gangsters* s trong -

arm  men and racketeers, m any o f 
whom became union o ffic ia ls  and 
carved ou t th e ir  own l i t t le  w a te r­
f ro n t  empires.

E M P LO Y E R S  F A V O R E D  IT
So long as the system was able 

to m a in ta in  "d isc ip lin e ”  and 
■prevent s trikes  the em ployers 
were glad to  pay a certa in  price 
in the fo rm  o f bribes, “ g i f ts ”  and 
o th e r concessions to Ryan and 
his henchmen. The exposes o f 
the years before the w a r passed 
a fte r  a b r ie f  f lu r r y  w ith o u t 
serious challenge. However, a 
series o f w ild c a t s tr ike s  occu rring  
pe rio d ica lly  since 1945 in pro test 
aga inst R yan ’s se ll-ou t agree­
m ents, loosened his g r ip  on the 
un ion apparatus. A n  opposition 
m ovem ent arose and developed 
in to  a fo rm idab le  challenge to 
R yan ’s con tro l. A lthough  under 
the leadership o f conservative 
union o ffic ia ls , the g row ing  op­
position movement demonstrated 
th a t Ryan could no longer g u a r­
antee “ peace”  on the w a te rfro n t.

A t  the same tim e, a num ber o f 
the gangste r elem ents began to  
manifest, signs o f independence 
to the po in t o f cha lleng ing the 
power and a u th o r ity  o f Ryan. As 
recent inves tiga tions  disclosed, 
some o f these elements had been 
e x to rtin g  la rge  sums fro m  the 
em ployers fo r  “ services”  render­
ed in connection w ith  actua l or 
threatened labor disputes. The 
cost o f “ p ro tec tion ”  was g row ing  
p ro h ib itive . Ryan could no longer 
con tro l h is e rs tw h ile  henchmen 
nor guarantee a passive accep­
tance by the men o f h is se ll-ou t 
agreements.

“ C R U S A D E ” O P E N E D

A s a re su lt o f  these develop­
m ents the hue and c ry  aga inst

the cha racte r o f a crusade. Gov­
ernm ent agencies, s tate and 
federa l, held open hearings ex­
posing more extens ive ly  and 
tho ro ug h ly  w h a t had been ex­
posed «o m any tim es before. The 
newspapers clamored fo r  govern­
ment. in te rven tion . A  num ber o f 
w a te rfro n t racketeers were in ­
dicted. Ryan h im se lf was indicted 
fo r  s tea ling union funds. The 
up roa r over the scandalous d is­
closures became so g re a t the 
A F L  Executive Council was com­
pelled to  intervene.

The A E L  ordered Ryan and 
Company to : (1 ) abolish the shape 
up ; (2 ) oust a ll un ion o ffic ia ls  
who had taken g if ts  o r bribes 
fro m  the em ployers, o r who had 
appointed ex-convicts to  union 
positions; (3 ) oust a ll nn ion 
representatives w ith  c rim ina l re ­
cords; (4) establish dem ocratic 
practices w ith in  the IL A  so th a t 
“ tru e  and capable”  leaders could 
be elected.

I f  carried  out the A F L  order 
would have decimated the  IL A  
leadership from  Ryan on down. 
W hether o r no t i t  was intended 
seriously, Ryan and h is cronies 
had no in te n tio n  o f e lim in a tin g  
themselves from  the s c e n e .  
They did, however, make a 
pretence o f c a rry in g  ou t the 
f irs t p a rt o f the  order and 
a t f irs t  ins tructed  the Locals in 
the New  Y o rk  area to  abolish 
the shape up. On second though t 
the y  decided to ge t dem ocratic 
and called fo r  a, referendum  o f 
the union membership.

A H O A X
From  the be g inn ing  it was 

evident th a t the re ferendum  was 
a hoax. The on ly  question on the 
b a llo t was: A re  yon satisfied 
w ith  the  present method o f

crim e on tha  w a te rfro n t took on h ir in g ?  N o a lte rn a tive  m ethod

was set fo r th -  The vote was 
rigged. Several newspaper re ­
po rte rs  seeking to  test the 
a u th e n tic ity  o f the  referendum  
announced the y  had voted w ith o u t 
be ing challenged. The resu lt was 
a foregone conclusion. At. the 
com ple tion o f tho so- called 
referendum  it  was announced th a t 
the question had carried  by a vote 
o f 7,000 to 3,920.

As  the  deadline approached fo r  
Ryan’s re p ly  to the A F L  executive 
council, the IL A  top com m ittee 
made another sw itch and again 
instructed its  New Y o rk  Locals 
to abolish the shape up, w h ile  
ig n o rin g  the o th e r p a rts  o f the 
A F L  order. The A F L  council a t 
its  m eeting la s t week rejected 
the IL A  statem ent o f  “ com­
pliance”  and ordered Ryan to  ap­
pear a t its  next, council m eeting 
p r io r  to  the national convention 
fo r  a  hearing.

GOV. D E W E Y ’S “ S O LU T IO N ”
In  the m eantim e, w h ile  the IL A  

and A F L  are jockey ing  back and 
fo r th , N. Y. Republican governor

Dewey’s crim e commission pub­
lished its  recom m endations fo r  
the “ so lu tion ”  o f the w a te r fro n t 
scandal. A m ong o th e r th ings , i t  
ca lls - fo r  the  re g is tra tio n  and 
licensing o f a ll dock w orkers and 
the se ttin g  up o f s ta te-contro lled  
fink  halls.

T h is  constitu tes a deadly' th re a t 
to the in te rests o f the un ion 
longshoremen. They can expect no 
goed from  Dewey’s fink  ha lls .

Tho real so lu tion to t-helr 
problem  lies in the road taken by 
the longshoremen o f the Pacific  
Coast in 1934, who ran Ryan o f f  
the coast, fought, the shipowners 
and the governm ent to a s ta n d s till 
and established th e ir  own un ion 
h ir in g  ha lls under a ro ta ry  
system o f h ir in g  which guarantees 
.every un ion m em ber a square 
deal in  the equal d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
jobs.
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