
Our May Day 
Appeal: Bring 
The 61s Home

-------------------- An Editorial --------------------
Since the firs t May Day struggle, waged by American 

labor in 1886, each May 1 working-class holiday has em­
phasized anew that the salvation of humanity depends on 
the organized workers. The masters of modern society — 
the lords of finance and industry, their political hirelings 
and brass-plated generals and admirals — can lead us only 
to the abyss of total war and economic collapse.

We have been driving toward that end at an ever-ac­
celerating pace for more than five decades. Since the turn 
of the century capitalist society has suffered the throes of 
recurrent economic convulsions and the agonies of two 
world wars. Even now we are locked in a “ minor" war 
whose victims number in the millions.

We are being deluged with propaganda designed to 
convince us that we must once more prepare to plunge into 
a world-wide slaughter to “save democracy.”  We are har­
angued in every headline and news broadcast about the 
“ war peril” from “ Communism,”  from the Soviet Union, 
from China, from everywhere that men have cast out or 
are seeking to cast out the system of private profit.

Has “ Communism”  been responsible for the whole 
past half-century of wars and economic crises? In what 
way could the Soviet Union, for instance, have been respon­
sible for the First World War or the Second, or for the 
world-wide depression in most of the years between? We 
must seek the answer to the evils of our capitalist society 
in the profit system itself.

Two World Wars for Profits
After the First World War into which he had dragged 

this country, President Woodrow Wilson asked in his fa­
mous St. Louis speech whether there was a man, woman 
or even a child who did not know that the war had been 
a “ commercial war.”  Thereby, Wilson conceded that his 
war to “ make the world safe for democracy” had been 
a struggle between “ commercial”  — that is, economic — 
rivals for trade, markets, spheres of financial influença.

Similarly General Eisenhower, the chief commander 
of the Allied forces in World War II, indicated that the 
war of “ democracy against fascism” had a basic economic 
impulsion in the crisis of world capitalism after 1929. Dur­
ing his election campaign last fall, Eisenhower said in his 
Peoria, 111., speech that “ whatever economic gains have 
been made since 1932 have been due . . .  to war or the threat 
of war.”

He said further: “ 1929 was the last year in which 
we enjoyed prosperity in a time of peace. . . The New Deal 
never actually solved the unemployment problem. . . World 
War II did what the New Deal was unable to do.”  And 
after World War II, “ just as. . . the economy was begin­
ning to weaken, along came Korea. Defense production 
again propped up the economy."

War serves a “ useful”  purpose — for capitalists. Since 
1914 they have kept their system afloat on the blood of 
hundreds of millions of war victims. I f  they did not have 
an “ ençmv” at hand in the Soviet Union and China, they 
would have to invent, some other “ enemy.” American capi­
talism needs war for its very life. It. cannot survive with­
out it.

That is why Eisenhower’s latest “ peace” speech, seek­
ing to place responsibility for the rapid trend toward an­
other world war on the Soviet Union, was a sham and a 
fraud. The Wall Street rulers would still be driving toward 
war even if  the Soviet Union conceded most or all of Eisen­
hower’s provocative demands. The fear that spread its 
pall over the Stock Exchange when the Chinese and North 
Koreans offered concessions for a truce was not that there 
might be some concealed “ gimmick”  to the offer; it  was 
fear that a cessation of fighting in Korea might mean a 
cutback in arms production and set o ff a depression.

Socialism »  Only Hope for Peace
On the day World War II ended, we blazoned in our 

headlines: “ THERE IS Nt) PEACE!”  That was no inspir­
ed guess. We knew for a certainty that world capitalism 
had settled none of its problems by the six-year slaughter 
of World War II. That war, we knew full well, had inten­
sified all the inherent contradictions of the world private- 
profits system. War, particularly against the Soviet Union, 
was the only means left to capitalism to prolong its exist­
ence.

We proclaim now, as we did then, that there can be 
no real peace under capitalism. That this system — the 
breeder of depressions, fascism and war — must be replaced 
by socialism, the classless society of planned, cooperative 
production and distribution, democratically operated and 
controlled by the working people without private profit.

The hope for peace lies n'ot in the discussions at Pan- 
munjom, in secret negotiations behind locked doors of the 
chancellories of the world’s rulers, in the “ peace”  maneu­
vers of the pin-striped diplomats and statesmen. Peace 
can be assured only through the independent mass struggle 
of the organized workers and their allies.

A firs t great step toward peace can be taken when 
the American people, led by the labor movement., wage 
an irresistible drive to compel Eisenhower to withdraw 
all U.S. troops immediately from Korea. So long as Amer­
ican armies are entrenched on Korean soil within striking 
distance of Manchuria and Siberia, Korea will remain a 
powder keg liable at any moment to explode into atomic 
world war.

The whole problem of war and peace must be taken 
out of the hands of those who profit from war. The work­
ing people, through their own political representatives, 
must take control of America’s foreign as well as domestic 
policies. Labor must establish its own political party, with 
a program to win political power in Washington, set. up 
a Workers and Farmers Government, set into motion a so­
cialist economy and extend the hand of fraternity and ma­
terial aid to all mankind.

On this May Day we have no new revelations. We can 
only proclaim as firm ly and fervently as ever the central 
idea of those courageous and far-seeing labor pioneers of 
the firs t May Day in 1886: In labor’s power alone lies the 
hope of humankind for permanent peace, plenty and se­
curity.

Workers of the World, Unite!
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Road to Real Peace Blocked
By Demands of Eisenhower
---------------------------------------- ® ------------:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ --------------------

Order for 
*Registration 
Hits Liberties

The decision o f the  "c o n tro l”  
board set up under the M cCarran 
A c t tha t the. C o m m u n i s t  
P a rty  m ust reg is te r its  m em ber­
ship, finances, etc., is  a severe 
blow against po litica l freedom and 
can lead to  serious consequences 
fo r  the r ig h ts  o f a ll Americans.

The Subversive A c tiv it ie s  Con­
tro l Board ordered on A p r i l 20 
tha t the C om m unist P a rty  file  
annua lly  w ith  the Justice De­
pa rtm en t a  complete l is t  o f o f­
ficers and members and a com­
plete financia l accounting. The 
ru l in g  came under the In te rn a l 
S ecu rity  A c t  o f 1950, called the 
M cCarran A c t  a f te r  its  sponsor, 
the notorious rea c tion a ry  and 
w itc h -h u n t leader, Senator M c­
Carran, Dem ocrat o f Nevada.

The verdict, w il l no t lead to any 
im m e d ia te  actions, since the 
v e rd ic t is  sub ject to appeals up 
‘to th e  Supreme C ourt, which m ay 
take as much as tw o  years, in 
the op in ion o f sonic legal ob­
servers. But in the m eantim e the 
decision extends the po lice-state | 
pa tte rn  o f p o lit ic a l suptiression in  i 
Am erican life ,  and s tr ikes  a t the 
r ig h t  o f every A m erican to  fre e ly  
jo in  o r assist in  fo rm in g  a p o li­
tica l p a rty  o f  h is  own choosing.

The v e rd ic t aga inst the  Com­
m un is t P a rty  was based upon the 
contention th a t i t  is  an “ agent o f 
a foi-e ign pow er”  and seeks to 
e rta b lis li "a  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t”  in the U.S. V ito  
M arcanton io, John A b t and Joseph 
F orer, a tto rneys representing  the 
CP, pointed out, however, th a t the 
decision was “ d ic ta ted bv M c­
Carran and (Sen. Jos.) M cC arthy, 
who w ro te  a g u ilty  ve rd ic t 
against the C om m unist P a rty  
in to  the language o f the M c­
Carran A c t  its e lf.”

The CP a tto rn eys  also said th a t 
the issue o f the case is not com­
m unism , b u t the  cons titu tiona l 
guarantees o f free expression. “ I f  
today’s decision were to stand.”  
they added, “ M cC arthy ism  and 
M cCarranism  would replace the 
C onstitu tion  as the supreme law  
o f the land fo r  Com m unists and 
non-Com m unists a like .”

The na tiona l com m ittee o f the 
CP, in a  s ta tem ent issued the 
same day the decision was issued, 
declared th a t i t  would f ig h t the 
ru l in g  o f the  board, and th a t i t  
w ou ld  no t reg is te r under the 
term s o f the decision.

The N. Y. T im es, which has 
been c r it ic a l o f the M cC arran A d ,  
published an A p r i l 22 ed ito ria l 
which stated:

“ Here lies one o f the many 
weaknesses o f the In te rn a l Se­
c u r ity  A ct. which, as we have 
said before, endangers the ex­
istence o f o ther unpopu lar causes 
or pa rties  tha t m ay have l i t t le  
or no th ing  to do w ith  com­
m unism .”

The Tim es, o f course, is no t 
concerned w ith  c iv il libe rtie s , and 
goes on to say th a t  perhaps i t  
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BERIA’S COUNTER-PURGE ATTEMPTS 
TO APPEASE UNREST IN  THE USSR

B.v John G. Wright
W ith in  14 days o f B eria ’s 

reversal o f S ta lin 's  “ a n ti - na­
t io n a lit ie s "  pu rge ’ by exonerat­
ing  the 15 physicians, a counter­
purge has swept over one-half 
o f 16 Soviet Republics: RSFSR 
o r Great.-Russia, the U kra ine , 
Byelorussia, Georgia, A zerba ijan , 
La tv ia , T a d jik is ta n  and the. 
K are lo -F inn ish  Republic- S t il l to  
be heard from  a re : Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, L ithuan ia , M oldavia, 
K irg iz ia , A rm en ia , Turkm en ia , 
E s t o n i a, p lus the d iffe re n t 
provinces and d is tr ic ts .

In  G eorgia a second fram eu p  
has been pu b lic ly  adm itted  and 
“ reversed.”  It. im p lica tes n o t  
subord inate fig u re s  as in RSFS R 
( Ig n a tie v  R yum in, “ and o th e if" 
o ff ic ia ls  o f the  fo rm e r M in is try  
o f S tate S ecu rity ) hu t top fig u re s  
o f G eorgia (P rem ie r K e tskh o ve lli, 
General Secretary Mgeladze and 
h i s predecessor C harkv iian ri, 
Secret Police C h ie f Gen. Ru- 
ka'hdzc “ ami o thers” ). A t  the 
same tim e among the adnrtitted 
v ic tim s  o f the Georgian frrameup

are: BaraTdyan, fo rm e r 2nd Sec­
re ta ry  o f the G eorgian CP: 
Rapava, fo rm e r Secret Police 
Chief, Zodelava, fo rm e r head o f 
the Georgian Y C L ; “ and others.”

W ha t an adm ission! Renown­
ed, t it le d  Moscow scientists are 
he lp less before secret policemen; 
so are top p a rty  and governm ent 
figu res  o f the d if fe re n t na tiona l 
republics. In  t r y in g  to  reh ab ilita te  
h im se lf and the  repressive ap­
paratus, B eria  is u n w it t in g ly  ex­
posing the reg im e’s abuse o f 
power, the rottenness, the cor­
rup tion .

M eanwhile B eria  has s t i l l  to 
exp la in  how i t  happened th a t he 
personally d irected in  A p r i l 1952 
the fram eup in  Georgia he 
reverses in  A p r i l 1953.

M ore o f the same m ay be in  
store. On A p r i l 17, the  new Soviet 
Justice M in is te r, G o r s h e n i n  
pledged to “ m erc iless ly  eradicate”  
fom entors o f  “ na tiona l h a tre d ”  
(read : rac ia l persecution) and 
“ v io la to rs  o f Sovie t c iv i l libe rty7”  
(re a d : fram eup a r t is ts )  re g a rd ­
less “ o f th e ir  posts in  the  state

appara tus”  (read : a ll those whom 
the K rem lin  " in s ”  consider as the 
“ outs,”  i.e., un re liab le , too  in ­
fle x ib le , too d iscred ited, too cor­
ru p t, etc.).

The Georgian case, G orshenin’s 
pronouncements, the continued 
Pravda - K om m unist fu lm ina tions  
aga inst “ de libera te  e ffo r ts  to  in ­
c ite  fee lings o f na tiona l ha tred,”  
etc., underscore th a t S ta lin ’s la s t 
purge invo lved no t on ly  a n ti- 
S em itism  b u t persecution o f 
o ther Soviet na tiona l m ino ritie s , 
who toge ther com prise the g re a t 
m a jo r ity  o f the Soviet popu lation.

W hat's  behind B e ria ’s na tion ­
wide counterpurge ? There is  no 
lack o f dopesters who see on ly  a 
pow er-strugg le  among the  tops. 
A rgum ents f l y  pro and con over 
w hether B eria  is M alenkov's 
“ a l ly ”  o r  his “ r iv a l,”  etc. I t  goes 
w ith o u t say ing  th a t personal 
m aneuvering goes on among the 
top echelons under M alenkov & 
Co. As in S ta lin ’s day, every 
B ig  C h ief s trives  to  consolidate 
h is  own position, to  'handpick 
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The Economic Consequences of World Peace

Militant Campaign 
Gains Hundreds 
Of Subscriptions

By Dorothy Johnson
Cam paign M anager

A s the M ilita n t Subscrip tion 
Cam paign enters its  s ix th  and 
las t week, a ga in  o f a t least 500 
cubs is assured. The f if th  week’s 
w o rk  b rough t the  to ta l to  430. 
S ingle-copy sales d u rin g  the d rive  
so fa r  amount, to  ne a rly  2.000. 
S t il l in  f ir s t  place on the  na tiona l 
scoreboard, the T w in  C ities sub­
ge tte rs  ro lled  up 1,514 po in ts th is  
week, the best ga in  o f the cam ­
paign.

Chicago, New Y ork , and Los 
Angeles are ru n n in g  neck and 
neck in second, th ird  and fo u rth  
place. In  f i f th  place, Seattle push­
ed its  score over the 1,000 m ark 
th is  week w itfii an exce llen t ga in 
in  subs; and B u ffa lo  moved in to  
s’x th  place, nosing o u t D e tro it, 
F l in t  and N ew ark. Philadelph ia 
and Youngstown also made good 
gains in  sales.

A m ong the pace-setters, T w in  
C ities subge tte r M ilt  added 314 
po in ts  to  h is  score to  take the 
na tiona l lead-. A close second w ith  
702 po in ts  is  Evle , also o f the 
Tw in  C ities. Two m ore T w in  C ities 
salesmen, Paul and Ray, are in 
th ird  and fo u rth  place on the 
scoreboard.

St. Paul L ite ra tu re  A ge n t
By Harry Frankel

I t ’s ea rly  in (he year to he an­
nouncing choices fo r the P u lilze r 
P rize, but I 'm  ready to th row  in 
a nom ination fo r  M ichael L. H o ff ­
man, ch ie f European economic 
correspondent fo r the N .Y . Tim es, 
solely on the s treng th  o f the first 
two paragraphs o f his A p r i l 13 
dispatch. Seldom has a w o rld ­
shaking fact been stated more 
candid ly and more succ inctly :

“ G E N E V A , A p r i l 13 —  In  a 
few  short weeks Russia, by ta lk ­
in g  m ild ly  and doing a few  l i t t le  
‘th ings  th a t would be considered 
qu ite  o rd in a ry  on the part, o f any 
o the r coun try , has done m ore to 
produce adverse economic reper­
cussions in the W estern w orld  
Ilian  have a ll Russia’s threats, 
ag ita tio n  and conspiracies in  the 
previous pos t-w ar period.

“ Evidence pours in  fro m  ne arly  
every European cap ita l, from

i Tokyo, W ashington and 'Southeast 
; Asia that the econom ic fram e­
w ork o f the non-Com nnanist w o rld  
has an a la rm in g  tendency to m elt 
in any atmosphere, si ig h t ly  less 
fr ig id  tfian the ‘cold avar.’ In  the  
face o f th is  evidence.; economists 
can on ly repeat e a r lie r  w arn ings 
th a t real re laxa tion  o f in te rna ­
tional tension w ould f in d  the W est 
in a serious and perhaps fa ta l 
'■conomie condition.”

The most exacting  M arx is t finds 
h im se lf disarmed i r i  (he face o f 
such perfect candor and prec i­
s ion ! C ap ita lism  “ Das an a la rm ­
ing tendency to melt in  any 
atmosphere s l ig h t ly  less f r ig id  
than the ‘cold war.’ "  “ Real re lax- 
a (!«n o f  in te rn a tio n a l tension”  
Mould produce “ a serious and 
nerhaps fa ta l econon'tic condition”  
fo r  the cap ita lis t w o H d ! I f ,  a fte r  
having w ritte n  the .above lines. 
M r. H o ffm an rem ains a defender 
o f the ca p ita lis t system, then one

can on ly say th a t along w ith  his 
P u litze r P rize  should go an order 
fo rb idd ing  him  to  w r ite  another 
line fo r  the rest o f his life . He’ ll  
never do be tte r than he did  on 
A p r i l 13, anyhow, so he m ig h t as 
w e ll q u it now.

ll.S . REC ESSIO N E X P E C TE D  
E V E N  W IT H O U T  “ P E A C E ”

In  the  ea rly  p a r t o f th is  year, 
The M il ita n t  ca rried  a series o f 
a rtic les  show ing the depression 
danger in th is  coun try  (see The 
M ilita n t,  Jan. 19, Feb. 9, 16, 23). 
We cannot take space here to  
repeat th a t detailed analysis, bu t 
vne im p o rta n t fac t should be 
pointed out. A t  the tim e  those 
artic les  were w r itte n , there Was 
a b ig  discussion, go ing  on in the 
U.S. press over the prospects o f 
v depression in  th is  coun try  
s ta r t in g  fro m  the fa c t th a t, even 
w ith o u t any truce, the level o f 
arm s spending would be forced to

decline by technical fac to rs  alone: 
the com pletion o f basic “ too ling - 
up”  fm- w a r .production, huge 
stockpiles o f arm s and equipm ent, 
etc.

The consensus o f c a p ita lis t 
op in ion was th a t the economy 
faced a "d o w n tu rn ,”  a “ recession,”  
o r “ shocks”  even w ith o u t any 
change in tliie in te rna tiona l s itu a ­
tion . There is no t a s ing le  re ­
putable economist in  ca p ita lis t 
c ircles who dares to evon consider, 
much less openly discuss, w h a t 
would happen to  the U.S. economy 
i f  the en tire  w a r sector were 
removed. There has never been a 
sm all w a r sector accompanied by 
p ro sp e rity  in  th is  o r any o ther 
c a p ita lis t cou n try  since 1929. In  
Europe, as a m a tte r o f fa c t, we 
have not seen th is  since 1913.

S ecre tary o f (be T reasu ry  
George M. H um phrey, in  a 
m e llif lu o u s  address before the 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

W in ifre d  Nelson w rite s , “ F o u r o f 
ou r subs th is  week are new ones 
obtained by ou r s ta r, M ilt ,  who 
sold them to  fe llo w  w o rkers  in 
his p lan t. M i l t  is our s ta r in  to ta l 
new subs in  th e  cam paign thus 
fa r, as w e ll as in  to ta l points. 
He has sold e ig h t new subs so 
fa r ,  a ll to  w o rkers  in  h is  p la n t.”

Lou, Kay, and Susan are lead­
ing  the cam paign in A kron . F ive 
subs and 34 sing le  conies o f The 
M ilita n t have, been sold in door- 
to-door w ork , in  the shop, and 
at debates and union m eetings in 
t lie  pas t fe w  weeks.

Dick C arte r rep o rts  a good 
response in a N egro  neighborhood 
in St. Louis where he has become 
known. He has sold three subs and 
43 single copies door to door 
and on the street corner since the 
cam paign began.

L ite ra tu re  A g e n t Bob K ingsley 
rep o rts  good resu lts  in door-to- 

(Continued on page 2)

Insists Upon
One-Sided
Concessions

By A rt I’reis 
The Big Business press and 

Congressional leaders of both 
parties have hailed Eisen­
hower’s recent foreign policy 
speech as “ taking the initia­
t iv e  in the peace o ffens ive .”  I f  
th is  means he is  d r iv in g  tow ard 
an actual peace o f any du ra tion , 
no th ing could be fa r th e r  from  the 
tru th .

U nder h is bland ph ras ing  and 
pious re ite ra tio n s  o f pacific  in te n t, 
E isenhower’s speech contained a 
hard core o f provocative demands 
addressed to  the  Soviet U n ion 
and China, Tney were c le a rly  
designed to place insuperable 
obstacles in the road o f any firm  
peace.

Take, his proposal fo r “ the 
ho ld ing  o f free elections in a 
un ited  K orea.”  What, k ind  o f 
“ fre e  e lection”  can be hold under 
the guns and bayonets o f an a rm y  
o f Am erican troops whom  the 
Korean people fea r?  Does E isen­
hower propose to  w ith d ra w  these 
troops? On the c o n tra ry , he has 
emphasized th a t  even w ith  an 
a rm is tice  they w il l  rem a in  ¡in 
Korea “ qu ite  a w h ile .”

Sou th  Korea, in  w h ich  70% o f 
the Koreans live , is run  b y  a 
b ru ta l m ilita ry -p o lic e  d ic ta to rsh ip  
headed by Syngm an Rhee. O n ly  
la s t fa l l  Rhee, us ing h is po lice 
and troops as cam paigners, won 
a “ fre e  e lection”  by methods th a t 
b rough t expressions o f shock 
even fro m  the cyn ica l c a p ita lis t 
press o f th is  coun try .

N E C E S S A R Y  C O N D IT IO N
The pre-condition fo r  any k ind  

o f free po litica l action by the 
Korean people themselves is the 
w ith d ra w a l o f Am erican troops. 
And th is  fits  in w ith  the fee lings 
o f the  A m erican people too, i f  the 
le tte rs  pouring  in to  the W h ite  
House since E isenhower’s e lection 
are any ind ica tion .

E isenhow er’s <1 c m a n <1 s go 
fu rth e r. He speaks o f “ an end to 
the d ire c t and in d ire c t a ttacks 
u p o n .th e  secu rity  o f Indo-C hina 
and M a laya .”  T h is  can mean on ly  
one th in g : The U.S. is determ ined 
to uphold B r it is h  and F rench im ­
p e r ia lis t robbery in  Southeast 
Asia and lo  help put. down the  
s trugg les o f the  colon ia l peoples 
there fo r  independence. The K re m ­
lin  is  asked to un d e rw rite  th is  
cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  p ro je c t and 
to p e rm it U.S.-arm ed B r it is h  and 
French forces to establish m il ita ry  
bases aga inst China on its  ve ry  
borders.

A t  the same tim e , W a ll S tree t’s 
pu pp e t-d ic ta to r Chiang K ai-shek 
and his arm ed forces, financed and 
equipped by th is  coun try , would 
be m ainta ined on Form osa, the  
island snatched fro m  China by  
the Japanese and kept under sub­
jec tion  by C liia n g  since he holed 
up the re  a f te r  the Chinese people 
drove h im  o f f  the m ainland. 
S im ila r ly , the dethroned Bao 
Dai, the p lay-boy k in g  whom  the 
F rench  returned to Indo-China in  
1949, would be m ainta ined.

W hat E isenhower is ask ing New 
China to  accept is a r in g  o f im ­
pe ria lis t m il ita ry  bases on the 
Asia» m ainland at every po in t o f 
possible invasion o f China.

D E M A N D  ON USSR
H is  demands on the Soviet 

U n ion  in Europe are cu t fro m  
the same pa tte rn . He proposes 
“ peace”  trea ties  fo r  A u s tr ia  and 
Germ any and “ free  e lections”  
The essence o f his proposals 
is tha t the Russian troops 
be. w  i  t  h d r  a w  n w h ile  the 
A m erican, B r it is h  and French 
troops rem ain and th a t a plebes- 
c ite  be held to m a in ta in  reg im es 
under U.S. dom ination .

The aim  o f E isenhower’s de­
mands fo r  Germ any and A u s tr ia , 
coupled w ith  his insistence on 
“ e lections”  in Eastern Europe 
whose governm ents are a llied  
w ith  the Soviet Lhnion, is to 
re in s titu te  unchallenged ca p ita l­
is t con tro l o f a ll Europe and to  

(Continued on page 2)
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WALL ST. SEES TRUCE 
AS A DEFEAT; STILL 

HOPES TO PREVENT IT
Bv Harn Frankel

New Progressive Currents Stir 
Below the Mason-Dixon Line

Writing about “ the Pentagon and politico-military 
observers in Washington,”  Hanson Baldwin of the N. Y. 
Times said on April 5: “ This time there was genuine fear 
of what a truce in Korea, under these conditions and at a 
moment of Communist choosing, might mean, in the long­
term view, to the world struggle. As viewed from here, 
the Communists have timed their offer with considerable 
astuteness, and the timing is conciliated to do the most 
damage to the United States and the least to the Soviet 
Union.”

This is one quotation on how Washington views a truce 
in Korea. One could fill a book with hundreds of others, 
culled from the papers and magazines of the last few weeks, 
all expressing the Wall Street and Washington view thal 
a truce in Korea would be a defeat for imperialism, and ah 
expressing the greatest puzzlement as to how a truce can 
be avoided.

Korea has been the keystone in the arch of the war 
drive, and at the same time the guarantee of U.S. war 
prosperity and the only factor preventing a collapse of the 
Japanese capitalist economy. The cost: Estimates run 
about $5 billion a year: imperialism would consider it a 
bargain at twice the price.

The Pentagon has already succeded in delaying a truce 
for almost two years since the initiation of negotiations by 
the Soviet bloc. The attempts to stop a cease-fire, now 
desperately close from the viewpoint of imperialism, are 
stil continuing. Washington is not in a position to make its 
obstructionism too obvious. It has already skated on very 
thin ice by using the absolutely phony “ prisoner issue” for 
the better part of a year. Now that the Chinese-Korean 
negotiators have removed that issue, the task of blowing 
up renewed truce talks is very difficult, and U.S. imperial­
ism may find itself unable to accomplish this, in which 
case a truce will be arrived at and Washington will have to 
search for other means to maintain and step up the war 
drive. But the administration has made some careful moves 
in the past few weeks to try to break up the truce prospects 
in Korea.

The U.S. press has changed from the tone of sullen 
truculence with which it greeted the firs t truce proposals 
to outright and angry hostility. This turn, sparked by poli­
ticians’ statements s” ch as those made by Senators 
Humphrey, Taft and Wiley, is a change from the early 
reaction which was one of saving “ Let’s wait and see 
whether all this is fake or genuine” and to the more recent 
tone which says: “ We now- know it is all fake.”  They don’t 
exnlain how thev know. The New' York Times, bellwether 
of the capitalist press, has gone so far as to publish an 
April 12 editorial calling the Chinese concessions on prison­
ers “ not acceptable.”

More important w'as the planting of a story by Sec. 
of State Dulles at a special press “ briefing session”  called 
for the purpose. This story, sprung on April 8 as the talks 
over sick-and-wounded-orisoner exchange v'ere starting, 
set forth a series of U.S. demands which Washington 
presumably “ intends”  to make “ if a cease-fire is reached in 
Korea.” The demands, which include one that the North 
Koreans give un almost half of their area, are certainly 
unacceptable. Washington, of course, knows this well, since 
the U.S. Army has been unable to take this ground by force, 
or t,o take any na»'t of it bv negotiations, as thev tried when 
the cease-fire talks started.

In fact, this “ demand”  is released now- not because 
the administration intends to make it “ later” ; that in­
terpretation is nothing but a bad ioke. I t  has been thrown 
in now because of a hoped-for effect on the present negotia­
tions.

The N. Y. Times of Sunday, April 12, said: “ The ad­
ministration repudiated the newspaper stories, but there 
was no doubt in Washington' that it had been ‘thinking’ and 
‘considering’ as reported. The unanswered question was 
why it had chosen to talk at. all when delicate negotiations 
were in progress in Korea.”

In view' of the faqt that this type of provocation has 
been used dozens of times since the start of the Korean 
negotiations, there is no mystery about the answ'er to this 
question. It is precisely because “ delicate negotiations” 
are in progress, and because Washington would like to 
make them so “ delicate” that they will collapse, that the 
story was planted.

Foreign diplomats, reflecting the European and Asian 
concern over Washington's action, according to the T im es  
of April 12 “ feared that any U.S. proposal for giving South 
Korea a large slice of North Korea might jeopardize both 
the truce and a political settlement.”

Muddleheaded liberals attribute this move to “ clum­
siness” or “ stupidity.”  That would be true if  Washinrton’s 
obiect were to avoid “ ieonardizing” a truce in Korea. 
ActuaUv, it was a last-minute provocation which has not 
met with any success.

I f  a truce is finally arrived at in Korea, it will be 
because U.S. imperialism has been dragged against its will 
every step of the wav right up to the very signing table. 
That is what has been going on for almost two vears, and 
that is what is still going on. On the other hand, i f  imperial­
ism can find some pretext to block a truce without raising 
a world storm of protest, then there will be no truce.
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Bv Fred Perrv
In th is  period o f re trea t o f the 

progressive forces th roughou t the 
country, we are apt to th in k  o f 
I he South, the tra d itio n a l citadel 
of conservatism , on ly as a bo ttom ­
less pit o f reaction. But th is  is 
not en tire ly  true. There are 
processes in m otion and changes 
occurring in P ix ie  which can only 
be thought o f as progressive.

Recently I had occasion to v is it  
my na tive  South fo r  the firs t tim e 
n several years. M y trave ls  took 

me fro m  one end o f the reg ion to 
die o ilie r  ami b ro u g h t me in 
'ouch w ith  Southerners o f a ll 
classes and educational levels. The 
•hanges were not on ly discernible, 
but im pressive. L e t me t r y  to  g ive 
i  cautious, b u t accurate, account 
o f the trends as I was able tc 
•bserve them.

F irs t, on w h ite  supremacy, the 
ouclistone o f a ll Southern po li 
•os and though t. A m ong young 
vhi'to Southerners a rea l revo lu - 
ion is occu rring  in th e ir  a ttitude  

‘•oward the race question. The 
■•eneraiion now com ing out o f 
school and out o f th e ’ armed 
lervices has a q u a lita tiv e ly  d i f ­
ferent outlook than did m y own 
veneration on ly 10 or 12 years 
igo. T h is  is the most su rp ris in g  
and encouraging th in g  tha t I 
encountered.

Now w ha t is th e ir  a ttitud e  
'ow ard the N egro and how did

they were. W hen the waitress 
ordered the N egro  out, a ll fo u r 
o f them  stomped out in  a h u ff, 
denouncing in  tiheir soft draw ls 
tin's lack o f democracy. T h is  would 
have been inconceivable a decade 
ago.

W hat has caused th is  change? 
I t  is a consequence o f the  class 
s trugg le  on a w o rld -w ide  scale. 
These progressive consequences in 
the South have been b rough t about 
as a resu lt o f a com plex and con­
tra d ic to ry  in te rp la y  o f pressures 
from  botlh sides o f th is  s trugg le .

SOMF, O F T H E  CAU SES 
F o r a num ber o f years in  t ile  

South the e ffects o f N o rthe rn  
libe ra lism  have made themselves 
fe lt .  T h is  libe ra lism  and rad ica l­
ism was p r im a r ily  the ou tg row th  
of the great class s trugg les and 
the rise o f un ion ism  in the 1930’ s. 
The depression and the rise o f 
unionism  forced A m erican ca p ita l­
ism to  sponsor the New Deal

The New Deal era, w ith  a ll its  
libe ra l ram ifica tions, produced 
some e ffec t on Southern th in k  
ing, bu t its  e ffec t was not great 
enough to  more than s ta r t the 
change. A  l i t t le  la te r, W orld  W ar 
I I  had ce rta in ,lib e ra l by-products.

In  its  w a r propaganda a g ftiir t ' 
Fascism, the  governm ent, tihv 
■press and Hollyw ood had to  
denounce H itle r ls  m aster - ra<te 
theories. T h is  caused some w h ite  
Southerners to th in k  a l it t le .  Then

of progress on the position of 
Am erican Negroes. E specia lly 
necessary is th a t i t  not a ttem p t 
to f ig h t the next overseas w ar 
w ith  a s t r ic t ly  segregated arm y. 
These sm all concessions raise 
serious con trad ic tions fo r  the 
A m erican ru lin g  class, especially 
fo r  its  Southern section, bu t its  
whole d ip lom acy m ig h t bog down 
otherw ise. Here is a good example 
o f the in te rna tiona l class s tru g ­
gle, Whereby the ha tred fo r  
racism  o f the peoples em erg ing 
from  colon ia lism  and o f the p o li­
t ic a lly  advanced w orkers  o f 
Europe b rings pressure to bear 
on the ru lin g  class in the U.S.

W ash ing ton has been forced to 
tra n s m it some o f th is  pressure 
to the Southern whites. W an tin g  
its ’lim ited  in te g ra tion  o f Negroes 
in the  armed forces to succeed, 
it  hud to back ft  up w ith  a lim ited  
am ount o f “ race-to lerance”  propa­
ganda. The courts handed down a 
tew concessions in the fo rm  o f 
lib e ra l ve rd ic ts  on education and 
'public trave l fa c ilit ie s . F o r a 
i.vhile, both b ig  pa rties  p u t an 
FEPC p lank in th e ir  p la tfo rm s.

A ll th is  had its  e ffec t on South­
ern whites. Some sections saw 
“ th e ir ”  governm ent appa ren tly  
advocating progress fo r  Negroes. 
Especia lly to younger w h ites and 
those w ith  tio class stake, no 
economic stako, in m a in ta in in g  
d iscrim ina tion , i t  began 'to appear 
tha t perhaps i t  was “ an ti-gove rn ­
m ent”  and “ un -A m erican”  to  hold 
back on the question. A ccord ing ly  
they changed to the extent 
described above.

O ther suctions o f the w h ite  
population responded ju s t the op­
posite way. A larm ed by the en­
croachments on tiheir “ pecu lia r 
in s titu t io n ”  —  J im  C row  —  they 
resisted to the po in t o f de fy ing  
the ir tra d itio n a l po litica l p a rty  —  
the Dem ocratic —  and the federal 
governm ent as w e ll. T h is  section, 
best symbolized by Gov. Byrnes 
o f .South C aro lina , who emerged 
from  the 1952 elections w ith  
g rea te r national power and pres­
tige , has already taken necessary 
steps to c ircum vent any possible 
Supreme C ourt decision against 
school segregation.

(T o  he concluded next week.)
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T w in  C ities 5,400 M ilt T w in  C ities 712
Oaicago 2,360 E vie T w in  C ities 702
New Y ork 2,000 Paul T w in  C ities 467
Los Angeles 1,823 Ray T w in  C ities 394
Seattle 1,189 P errv F lin t 338
B u ffa lo 736 Bob T w in  C ities 326
D e tro it 651 Bob H. Chicago 306
F lin t 660 Howard A Chicago oOG
N ew ark 0.12 C harlie Seattle 2G'l
M ilwaukee 530 Bob R. New Y o rk 236
Cleveland 524 E rro ll Los Angeles 234
Youngstown 520 Helen T w in  C ities 23'1
Philadelph ia 397 A l A . Los Angeles 213
Boston 24*2 Sam S. Los Angeles 213
A kron 220 George Seattle 210
St. Louis 12.1 B ill R. T w in  C ities 208
San Francisco 104 L a rry T w in  C ities 208
Oakland 95 Charlie Tw in  C ities 185
General 208 H a rry T w in  C ities 185

SUB CAMPAIGN GAINS 
MANY NEW READERS

Franco  and U.S. Envoy

bey a rrive  a t i t?  I  would say also m illions  o f Southerner 
’ba t at present m ost w h ite  boys trave led outside the U.S. and saw

nder 25 are w ill in g  to serve w ith  
he Negro in the a rm y, l iv in g  to ­

gether in in tim a te  association; 
hey ce rta in ly  believe in h is  r ig h t  

‘ o vote and to advance economic­
a lly ; they would be en tire ly  ready 
o go to school toge ther and to  

-ide tog e the r on buses i f  the 
m in  ts so rule. F u ll social e q ua lity  
's « '»o ilie r m a tte r, b u t the old 
bugaboo o f  in te rm a rria g e  no 
’ •>nger holds the te r ro r  i t  d id  fo r  
‘ hem.

There is a s ig n ifica n t m in o rity  
which has advanced to the posl- 
'lon  o f in it ia t in g  fr ie n d ly  social 
•ontaets w ith  colored fe llo w  serv- 
-’cmen, especially on posts outside 
■ho South. Tertians one q u a rte r 
o f li'-em have reached th is  degree 
o f development.

I t  would be inco rrec t to  say 
bat these are a m n io r ity  as yet. 

And there  arc a few  especially 
«mono- young m iddle-class in te l-  
•ooti'sls. who. under the im pact o f 
the changes go ing on around them, 
have though t the cuiestion th re u r t i 
«lid have a rrived  a t a position 
which in the N o ’’th would be 
"o iled le ft-w in g  libe ra lism . They 
want. *o see com plete c o u a litv  fo r  
'ho N poro  as soon as- it can he 
achieved.

I sav there are a few  o f these. 
Bv l e w ,  I mean a few dozen on

w ith  th e ir  own eyes th a t ra c ia l 
d isc rim ina tion  is rio t w e ll tho ugh t 
o f in many countries. M any w en t 
in to  w a r industries, such as the 
m erchant m arine, auto, steel, etc., 
where they had an e n tire ly  d i f ­
ferent, type o f contact w ith  N e ­
groes than they had ever be fore 
experienced.

Now, w h ile  these w a rtim e  con­
d itions forced some w h ite  South­
erners to th in k , it  pe rm itted  the  
Negro people to p ro te s t th e ir  lo t 
more fo rc ib ly  than a t any tir tie  
since R econslinction days. The 
thousands o f courageous acts c,f 
defiance by Negroes d u rin g  arid 
a fte r  the w a r was one o f the m ost 
im p o rtan t fac to rs  in fo rc in g  the 
w h ite  S ou therner to the re a liz a ­
tion  th a t changes m ust come. A nd  
the post. - w a r cam paign o f the  
NA.ACP aga inst school segrega­
tion  is known and ta lked about 
bv everyone below the Mason 
D ixon line.

T h is  f i v e - y e a r  f ig h t by (he/ 
N egro  people themselves has won 
more w hites, and more righ ts , 
than the previous 75 years o f 
enforced silence and s e rv ility . L e t 
tha t lesson be fo rgo tte n  by no one-.

A ll the fac to rs  discussed above 
m igh t be tho ugh t o f as Pressures 
fro m  the le f t  —  fro m  N o rth e rn  
labo r and libe ra ls  and from  the

Gen. Francisco Franco, fascist oppressor o f Spanish people, 
welcomes new U.S. ambassador Janies C. Dunn to N a t’l Palace 
in M adrid. Dunn a rrived  at palace in  gilded 16th-century carriage 
escorted by M oorish lance rs ; hopes to  tie  F ranca in to  U.S.- 
dom inated anti-S ovie t bloc in preparation fo r  coun te r-revo lu ­
tio n a ry  war.

(Continued from  Page 1)
door w o rk  and at a recent fo rum  
in Cleveland. Bob and Jean are 
the local pace-setters w ith  scores 
o f 156 and 134.

“ The T w in  C ities  Cam paign is 
- t i l l  go ing fu ll b la s t!”  w rite s  
M inneapolis L ite ra tu re  A g e n t  
Melon Sherm an. “ How does a 
T w in  C ities  to ta l o f 5,400 po in ts  comment. “ I c e rta in ly  enjoyed the 
stack up on the N a tiona l Score- \  a rtic les  in The M ilita n t by J. P. 
board th is  week? The best is ye t j Gannon. They expla ined U.S. 
to come w ith  the  fina l week b e fo re ! po licy  past and present in a 
us and some ho t com petition  in  language anyone can understand.

“ The lecture by James P. Cannon 
tit le d  ‘The Com ing S trugg le  fo r  
Power in A m erica ’ is such a 
masterpiece I w ish i t  could be had 
in le a fle t fo rm ,”  she w rite s . 
“ E very  Am erican should read it .  
Can’t M r. Camion get. on '.lie rad io  
w ith  i t  ?”

From  J. G. B., in Moon Lake, 
Canada, comes the fo llo w in g

local contest fo r  team and 
pace-setter honors. The team 
scores are as fo llow s : The Classy 
S tragg le rs , 1,977; The Coover 
Scouts, 1,923; and The M arch ing  
M ilita n ts , 1,495.

“ M inneapolis, th is  week, sends 
in 1.9 subs, 13 one-year and six 
six-m onths. F ou r o f these a re 
new subscribers to The M ilita n t, 
contacted by Evie, Charlie, Ralph, 
and Bob. Special c re d it goes to 
H a rry , Ralph, Doris, and M illie , 
who went ou t in fre e z in g  weather 
to sell The M ilita n t at A F L  and 
CIO  union m eetings."

M. P.. a reader in Phoenix, 
Vriz., w rites , “ W ish ing  you 

success w ith  The M ilita n t Cam ­
paign. Those were ve ry  good 
artic les by Cannon.”

M rs. H . S., o f Lyons, Nebr., 
«¡so wishes to express her ap-

These a rtic les  should c lear up a 
lot o f m isunderstand ing some 
people have about tbe ‘libe ra to rs  
o f the free w o rld .’ ”

p re d a tio n  o f the recent series o f | “ Communis': 
a rtic les  bv James P. Cannon, p lan ts there.

Ohio Witch-Hunters 
Focus Attention 
On Akron Rubber

W itch -h u n tin g  in  Ohio w ill be 
given fresh im petus some tim e  
in M ay when firs t hearings o f the 
new sta le  U n-A m erican A c tiv it ie s  
Commission are scheduled to 
begin.

T a rge t No. t w il l be w orkers 
in the rubber in du s try  at A kron . 
Sidney Isaacs, legal d ire c to r o f 
the Commission, announced th a t 
“ w itnesses”  w ill be asked about 

a c t iv ity ”  in the

Consequences of World Peace
every I’ .in rras in the South. Back Negro people themselves. A . 11
when I w ent to school I  don’ t 
th in k  I ever met a sing le  one.

\T  A N  A R M Y  PX
Most o f these are qu ie t, respect­

ab le .  pro fessiona l people who 
eon’t go around push ing  th e ir  
beliefs verv hard. Fir* occasionally 
'hey do trans la te  them  in 'o  action. 
T-> il ln s 'v - te . let me repeat a 
s+orv told me bv a voung 
•¡•radnnt.e s tudent from  a college 
ill t ou is ’ann.

He and two o ther w ftite  soldiers 
were d r in k in g  beer a t an A rm y  
PX in San A nton io  w ith  a Negro 
so ld ier who had been a professor 
at a Negro college. L a te r they 
walked in to  the  a irpo rt eafe, 
fo rg e ttin g  fo r  a moment where

EISENHOWER DEMANDS 
BLOCK ROAD TO PEACE

(Continued from  page 1)
convert i t  in to  a solid an ti-S ov ie t 
w a r base.

In  short E isenhower is saying 
to the Soviet U n ion : You want 
peace? W ell, re tre a t to  y o u r old 
P re-W orld  W ar I I  ho lders and 
give us command o f a ll Europe 
He doesn’t  propose tha t the U.S. 
give up Its m il ita ry  bases outside 
its  borders —  bases in more than 
60 fo re ign  countries on a ll the 
continents fo rm in g  an iro n  i- in "  
around the Soviet Un ion and 
China. He doesn’t  propose the t 
the  UlS. g ive up a ll the P acific  
•md o ther te rr ito r ie s  seized in 
the la s t w ar.

H is proposal amounts to ask- 
■ng the USSR not on ly  to  give 
up its  bases but to  help 
strengthen the U.S. bases. He 
wants the Soviet Union to  par 
'ic in a te  in cons truc ting  its  own 
"•allows.

E isenhower’s program , even 
w ith  the  K re m lin ’s consent, calls 
‘ o r p u ttin g  down hundreds o f 
m illions  o f people th roughout the 
w orld  who no longer w ant to live 
under fo re ign  dom ination  and 
c a p i t a l  i s t  exp lo ita tion . The 
tremendous cost o f Korea gives 
us on ly a pale In tim a tio n  o f w ha t 
nrice the A m erican people would 
have to pay fo r  such a po licy on 
a w o rld -w ide  scale.

E isenhower has prom ulgated

(Continued from  page 1)
Associated Press members on 
A p r i l 21, sang sw eetly: “ There is 
no reason to fea r peace. We are 
not headed fo r  a depression.”  U n ­
fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the  hard - headed 
business m oguls o f th is  country 
who expect serious argum ents 
fro m  th e ir  cabinet representa­
tives, he gave no fac tua l p ic tu re  
to sustain th is  id y ll.  The best he 
could do was trie fo llo w in g : “ We 
cannot preserve our way o f l i fe  
th rou gh  another long, deep 
depression and we must never 
p e rm it i t  to occur.”  M r. H um - 
phrey seems to have in tox ica ted 
h im se lf w ith  the powers he has 
long held over h is flunkeys  in the 
iron and steel en terprises which 
he heads; he appears to  th in k  th a t 
economic laws can be made to 
jum p  before commands in the 
same way.

EUROPE AND COLONIES
The economic repercussions th a t 

have already resulted from  the 
pacific moves made by the Soviet- 
bloc na tions can be sum m arized 
as fo llow s : F irs t ,  there has been 

, , , a sharp drop in the stock m arke t,
ia r t,  as an answer to those r ig h t -  fo r  th *  nast. three

these are na tu ra l and genuine 
pressures. They are not haixl Jto 
understand. B u t a ll these n r/js - 
sures by themselves would no t as 
ye t have b rough t about the ebamge 
e f a tt itu d e  had i t  no t been fon- a 
certa in  amount o f pressure w h ich  
comes fro m  the opposite side o f 
the fence, fro m  the m ost re ac­
tion a ry  force in  the w o rld  today, 
from  U.S. im oeria lism .

The cold w a r is fo rc in g  'the 
Am erican governm ent to nnake 
certa in  concessions on the r;ace 
question. In  its  e ffo r ts  to  W in 
acquiescence in its  w a r plans fro m  
the governm ents o f such non- 
w h ite  nations as Ind ia , Indonesia 
and even o f ce rta in  Eurooe.an 
countries i t  has to put on a show

th is  fo re ign  po licy  p rogram , in  ‘ Business.

•ving Republicans who regard 
even a tem po ra ry  m il ita ry  truce 
Tn Korea, however expedient i t  
m ;g h t be from  the s tandpo in t o f 
W a ll S tree t’s d ip lom atic  posi- 
‘ ion, as “ appeasement." He has 
attem pted to qu ie t them  w ith  the 
assurance th a t no m a tte r w hat 
tac tica l s h ifts  m ay be necessary, 
bus stra teg ic  aim s are pointed 
squarely a t pressure fo r  m ax i­
mum concessions under th re a t of 
to ta l w a r aga inst the  Soviet 
bloc.

These r ig h t-w in g  Republicans 
— A s ia -F irs te rs . China Lobby­
ists, etc. —  are pressing fo r  no th ­
ing  less th a n  im m edia te a ll-o u t 
w a r on China. They would like  
to  see the  c u rre n t truce nego tia ­
tions blown up. T h e ir press has 
revived the a troc ities  propaganda 
cam paign used in  Nov. 1951 to  
s ta ll o f f  truce ta lk s  then and is 
scream ing its  head o f f  now.

B ut the  decisive Republicans 
and Democrats fa vo r a d ip lom atic  
dem onstra tion by E isenhower 
aimed to  convince the w o rld  and 
American public opin ion th a t 
W’a ll S tree t's  governm ent has 
no th ing  but "peace fu l”  in tentions 
and th a t the  w a r danger comes 
fro m  Moscow. A  truce  in  Korea 
m ig h t serve as p a r t o f  such a 
propaganda dem onstra tion  but. 
would no t a lte r  the basic w a r 
perspective o f A m erican B ig

low ering  the do lla r earnings o f | t ry  as much as possible, th is  has a ll o f cap ita lis t Europe combined
in the level o f in d u s tr ia l produc- 
t io n !

the European cap ita lis t na tions I resulted in a fu r th e r  slash in 
and increasing •the European goods available, fo r  consum ption 
do lla r gap. | in add ition  to  the slash resu ltin g

A t  the same tim e the colonial I from  production declines. Thus 
areas o f Asia , A fr ic a  and South there is absolute ly no doubt th a t

exceeding any fo r  the past th ree  
years. Second, there has been an 
im p o rta n t decline in prices o f 
{i>rin iary raw  m a te ria ls  in  the

Am erica, d ra gg ing  out an ex 
istence which has been s lig h tly  
stab ilized fo r  three years by the 
ju m p  in raw -m ate ria ls  prices, 
now feel the sudden drop in  these 
prices like  a b low  to the solar 
plexus. A lm o st a ll o f these coun­
tries  have no o th e r serious source 
o f fo re ig n  exchange.

The troubles which European 
cap ita lism  would face i f  there 
were any slackening in  the w ar 
boom in the U.S. and in U.S. 
m il ita ry  spending in  Europe must 
be placed in th e ir  proper 40-year 
se tting  i f  they are to be under­
stood. Europe faces not just some 
“ troub les,”  but the fina l blows, 
the coup de grace.

Fact No. 1: European in du s tria l 
production was cut by about one- 
th ird  in the firs t w o rld  w ar. O n ly 
a fu l l  decade a fte r  the end o f 
W ork! W ar I  did Europe succeed 
in re s to rin g  1913 production 
levels. B u t, im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  
ach ieving th is, Eurooean ca p ita l­
ism fe ll in to  the 1929 p it  which 
again cu t production by  a t least 
one-th ird . Ten years la te r, Europe

V o r ld  m arket. These e ffects a re ! had, w ith  the help o f the arm s 
re-flections o f the quavering« o f race, not qu ite  succeeded in res to r-
confidence in the w a r boom. More 
w idespread e ffec ts  w i l l  n a tu ra lly  
re q u ire  tim e to  develop, since 
n o th in g  serious can happen to in ­
d u s tr ia l p roduction o r any o f the 
mor-e basic indices o f cap ita lis t 
w on ¡am io life  in  such a sho rt 
periOh( o f  tim e. But one o f these 
events, the decline in p rim a ry  
com m od ity  prices, is a lready be­
ginn ing- to have im p o rtan t reper­
cussion«.

The diecline in the prices o f t in , 
lead, cojpper, rubber, etc., have a 
very  im fyorta iu  adverse e ffec t on 
a ll po rtio  ns o f the cap ita lis t w o rld  
outside q>f the U.S. A m erican 
ca p ita lism  te m p o ra rily  benefits 
from  th is  event, because the 
prices it. must pay fo r  raw  
m ateria ls  go down, and the p ro fit 
m arg in  nnay thus be increased. Jl 
m ig h t be th o u g h t th a t the same 
e ffect w o u jd  snow up in Europe, 
but th is  is not true. European in ­
dus try  g a in s  som ewhat from  
low er ra w -m a te ria ls  prices, bu t 
th is  is mor-e than cancelled out by 
‘ he fa c t tin a t the raw  m ateria ls  
areas in A u la  and the  M iddle East 
are la rg e ly  bound up in currency 
blocs wi>th England, France, 
H o lland, etc. Thus the decline in  
the d o lla r  earn ings o f M alaya , In ­
donesia,, etc., have the  e ffe c t o f

ing  production to  its  1929 levels.
But the Second W orld  W a r then 
cu t production again by more 
than one-th ird . Since the end o f 
th a t w ar, cap ita lis t Europe has, 
bv means o f a fa n ta s tic  volume 
o f A m erican  aid (U .S . aid to 
Europe has to ta lled  alm ost double 
the en tire  B r it is h  na tiona l income 
f  1946), reached a level o f pro 

duction about o n e - th ird  h igher 
ha il that, o f 1939. T h is  means 
hat the in du s tria l production o f 

cap ita lis t Europe is today on ly 
s lig h tly  h ighe r tha n  it  was in 
1913; but since popu lation has 
probably grow n m ore than the 
increase in production, the per 
capita production is very con­
siderably below 1913!

Fact No. 2; In  1913, Europe 
was the «Teatest im peria l area, 
and tfhus the ou ts tand ing c red ito r 
"n  "he face o f the ea rih . Since 
tha t time, the losses in fo re ign  in ­
vestm ent have been so grea t, and 
the increases o f indebtedness have 
been so large, tha t we now con 
front the am azing fac t tha t 
Europe is actually’ a debtor area.
Since th is  has compelled a lm ost 
every European c a p ita lis t coun­
t r y  to pare its  im ports  to  the 
bone and to  en large tfhe am ount 
o f goods i t  ships out o f the coun- are®8 o f  Europe, would surpass

general European liv in g  standards 
today are below those o f 1913, 
possib ly even below 1900. A c ­
counts o f the liv in g  standards of 
the people, then and now, in  
general bear th is  ou t; th is  despite 
H ie in troduction  o f some new 
products and lu xu ries  today which 
were not ava ilab le  then.

Fact No. 3 : Europe runs fu r th e r  
in to  d o lla r debt every' year to the 
tune o f about $2!4 b illio n  a year, 
a de fic it th a t can be made up 
on ly  by  U.S. m il ita ry  aid and 
spending in Europe o f about th a t 
same am ount. W ith d ra w  th a t and 
the s itua tion  im m ed ia te ly  becomes 
hopeless.

Thus Europe faces not ju s t 
depression bu t complete collapse 
i f  peace breaks out. We begin to 
see th a t M r. H o ffm an  was no t 
ju s t too ting  a thoughtless d irge  
when he spoke o f " fa ta l economic 
cond itions”  w ith o u t the cold war.

JAPANESE D ILEM M A
F o r Japan the s itua tion  is even 

worse. T h a t cap ita lis t na tion 
would not even have to w a it fo r  
a broad deal; a Korean truce 
alone m ig h t be enough to seal its  
fa te . Consider the fo llo w in g : 
Japan is shut o f f  from  its  fo rm e r 
m arkets in. A sia , to a g re a t 
degree, by the Chinese Revolu­
tion  and W ash ing ton ’s iron c u r  
ta in  on trade. B u t Japan m ust 
im p o rt in  o rder to eat and live ; 
thus i t  m ust export o r die. A t 
oresent, im ports  are about $2 
b illio n , w h ile  exports  have on ly 
been screwed up to about SI XA 
b illio n , leaving a gao o f $3/4 b i l­
lion. T h is  is m ore than made up 
fo r  by U.S. m il ita ry  and troop 
spending o f over $1 b illio n  a 
year. B ut a ve ry  la rge p a r t  o f 
th a t spending is d ire c tly  depen­
dent upon the con tinua tion  o f the 
Korean w ar.

There would be s t i l l  another 
very im portan t economic con­
sequence o f peace, perhaps the 
most im p o rta n t. T ha t is the 
re la tive  g ro w th  o f Soviet in ­
du s tria l power. Even w ith o u t any 
depression, recession o r s tagna­
tion o f cap ita lis t Europe, even i f  
present rates o f expansion o f 
nroductlon In Europe continued, 
then w ith in  three o r fo u r  years 
an am azing and w orld  - shaking 
event would come to  pass. The 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, 
fo rm e rly  the most backward

S O V IE T  G A IN S  IN  RACE
M oreover, China, w ith  its  

enormous productive po ten tia l, 
now having in itia te d  its  f ir s t  five 
vea r plan, would be w e ll on the 
w ay to estab lish ing its e lf  as an 
in du s tria l power. I f  it  is fu r th e r  
considered tha t in 1928 the re la ­
tion o f U.S. to Russian production 
was about 7 to 1, th a t today th is  
su p e rio r ity  has been cu t below 3 
to 1, and tha t the ra tes o f g ro w th  
even I f  there is continued U.S. 
p ro sp e rity  are ve ry  un favorab le  
to the U.S., then the consequences 
arc clear. The im p e ria lis t bloc, 
over a period o f tim e, can lose 
its  in d u s tr ia l s u p e rio r ity  to the 
Soviet bloc.

To those who say: in d u s tr ia l 
sup e rio rity  isn ’t, eve ry th ing , we 
must rep ly  tha t in th is case i t  is. 
In  every other field o f contest the 
re la tionsh ip  o f forces has evolved 
s trong ly  to  the disadvantage o f 
the cap ita lis ts . The in d u s tr ia l 
fie ld is ’the on ly  one on which 
they re ta in  great s u p e rio rity , and 
in th is  field tim e is w o rk in g  
aga inst them.

T h is  en tire  p ic tu re  adds up to  
on ly  one th in g : The im p oss ib lity  
o f anv serious a n d ' extended 
“ neace.”  N o th in g  could be m ore 
d isastrous from  the W all S tree t 
v iew po in t. O n ly  i f  one is ready 
to conceive tha t im peria lism  would 
m elt away w ith o u t a showdown 
s trugg le  can one say th a t the 
Soviet overtures can b r in g  im ­
pe ria lism  to a serious discussion 
o f terms.

I't m ig h t be possible to say th a t 
Im peria lism  would fo ld  up w ith o u t 
a serious ba ttle  i f  one were deal­
ing  on ly w ith  Eurooean im p e ria l­
ism. B ut the w orld  s itua tion  is 
characterized by the p e c u lia r ity  
th a t the strongest base o f im ­
peria lism  is il l the U.S., and tha t 
W a ll S treet, on the very eve o f its  
doom, is at. a peak o f w ea lth , 
power, arrogance and re la tive  
social s ta b ility  at liome. This 
p e cu lia r ity  spells w ar, counter­
revo lu tiona ry  w a r to t r y  to save 
cap ita lism . And. in 'he end, i t  
also spells the education o f 
A m erica ’s w o rk in g  class to the 
rea liza tion  tha t cap ita lism  can 
provide ne ithe r p ro spe rity  nor 
peace fo r  ve ry  long, and c e rta in ly  
n o t both a t the same tim o. T h is  
means the extension o f the cris is  
o f cap ita lism  to the Am erican 
continent in an open and un- 
resolvable form , and hence the 
real beg inn ing o f  «he era o f 
w o rld  socialism .
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Labor’s Political Policy
For three days running. April 14-16, Amer­

ica’s only daily labor newspaper. Labor’s Daily. 
discussed the most important problem facing 
organized labor today —  the need for an in­
dependent Labor Party. This was done in the 
newspaper's regular column “ Labor Today.’ ’ 
It is well worth reviewing and commenting on 
the points raised tby the writer of that column.

I le points out that under the present system 
official labor backing is given to candidates 
chosen by the machine politicians of the old 
parties. "The result of this machine-picking 
is that in the general elections labor has a 
decidedly lim ited crop o f political apples from 
which to choose. Frequently —  almost always, 
in fact —  Labor has a Hobson’s choice be­
tween two wormy pieces of fru it.”  “ Something 
is basically wrong” with such labor endorse­
ments of Republican and Democratic candi­
dates and “  This situation should be remedied.”

What is the remedy? “ This we feel w ill be 
the path which Labor w ill eventually take, anti 
this is the path to an independent Labor 
Party.”

I f  the cold war is intensified the “ logical 
step" of the union movement — building a 
Labor Party —  w ill, in the opinion of. the 
Labor's Daily  writer, be retarded. On the other 
hand. “ A move toward peace, with a certain 
relaxing of international tensions and a con­
comitant relaxation of government control 
over individual freedom, can cause the move­
ment for a Labor Party to bloom like a hot­
house plant.”

Noting that the idea o f a Labor Party is 
nothing new in this country, the writer under­
takes to explain why Labor has not already 
bu ilt its own party. His analysis is that the 
New Deal saved the capitalist system and that 
Roosevelt’s “ reforms, coupled with outer factors 
which led to World War II, bettered the lot of 
the workingman in the United States.” Con­
sequently. the workingman “ voted for Roose­
velt and the revitalized Democratic Party every 
chance he got.”  But the “ magic”  o f the Demo­
cratic Party has worn o ff now, and it “ is not 
the vote-catcher it used to be.”

W ith Eisenhower’s victory “ the real giants 
o f finance are in the political saddle, controlled

onl}’ by their own desires and what is eco­
nomically and politica lly feasible.”

After discussing the political blind alley 
that organized labor now finds itself in and 
pointing out that the only way 'labor can 
extricate itself is by building a Labor Party, 
the writer observes: “ The mere mention of a 
Labor Party w ill be enough to give many peo­
ple the gallivanting tizzies.”

The justification for presenting his views on 
the need o f a Labor Party is that “ until our 
country is captured from the political bosses, 
from the ‘malefactors o f great wealth- . . . 
until, somehow, we the people do in fact . . . 
rule these United States, then this writer is not 
free, and neither are you and you and you. And 
freedom, i f  you w ill pardon the seeming con­
tradiction. is something worth going to ja il 
for ”

The above-quoted articles on the Labor 
Party question can only be hailed. Surely they 
w ill provide food for thought for countless 
union members throughout the country.

Many unionists w ill agree right o ff the bat 
with the idea of building a Labor Party. A 
number of these have for, sometime been 
agitating for labor’s own party. Many others 
w ill think the idea good but not immediately 
practicable. But very few workers are so wedded 
to the Big Business oarties that they w ill have 
even m ild “ tizzies”  at the idea. Only the labor 
leaders, who are deeply involved in political 
deals with the Democratic or Republican ma­
chines, w ill get the “ gallivanting tizzies”  at 
the proposal of a Labor Party. But since these 
deals are less and less nourishing with Eisen­
hower and his General S taff o f General 
Motors in the saddle, even the labor bureau­
cracy w ill prove to be less certain and less 
powerful than hitherto in opposing sentiment 
for a Labor Party.

Many people have the fatalistic attitude that 
a Labor Party w ill arise in the U.S. only when 
the labor bureaucracy is “ ready”  for it. What 
they fail to realize is that (1) strong sentiment 
in the union ranks can make the leaders 
“ ready”  for it a lot sooner that they would 
ever be otherwise and (2) that once the rank 
and file see the light they w ill soon replace those 
official leaders who are incurably blind to the 
political needs of Labor.

Fifth Amendment in Danger
The McCarthy-McCarran crew are much 

exercised about the F ifth Amendment to the 
Constitution. Witnesses placed by the witch 
hunters under the oven-like TV  lights for 
g rilling  have been invoking it to protect their 
rights, since under its provisions no one can 
be forced to give any evidence which might 
tend to incriminate him.

So the witch hunters have come up with a 
novel proposal to close this way of getting o ff 
the torture rack.

They want Congress to pass a measure that 
would force anyone standing on his Fifth
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Amendment rights in Congressional witch-hunt 
inquiries to appear before a U.S. judge in 
district court and “ show cause”  why he should 
not answer the loaded questions fired at him 
by the inquisitors.

In brief, the witness would -be forced to 
testify why his testimony would tend to in ­
criminate him and why he is therefore justified 
in appealing to the protection of the F ifth 
Amendment in order to avoid testifying. I f  
the court decides that the witness is not justified 
in his stand, he could be jailed.

Thus the F ifth Amendment, built into the 
Constitution by the founding fathers, would in 
effect be outlawed by passage of this proposed 
law. The mere fact that a proposal like this 
could be seriously advanced to destroy one of 
our main basic rights at one blow is an in­
dication of how far the witch hunters have 
taken America down the bleak road to the 
police state.

Splashing the Whitewash on Stalin’s Tomb
By A rt Dreis

Leo Huberman and Paul Sweezy, 
editors of M on th ly  Review maga 
zine and se lf-s ty led  “ independent 
socialists,”  are co n tin u in g  the ir 
e ffo r ts  to w h itew ash  the  crimes 
o f S ta lin ism  and U> g lo r ify  the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy as an h is ­
to r ic a lly  progressive force. In  
M arch they published an ed ito ria l 
uphold ing the  M oscow fram eup 
tr ia ls  and executions, o f the old 
Bolsheviks and the more recent 
purges in  Eastern Europe. In  
th e ir A p r i l issue, they publish an 
unrestra ined panegyric  to  S ta lin .

They describe the Icate despot 
and m urdere r o f m illio n s  o f Soviet 
workers and peasants w h o  b e tra y ­
ed revo lu tions a ll over Mhe world , 
as the m an “ w ho, a t Len in ’s 
death, took over the hehta o f the 
Russian R evo lu tion  and steered i v  
tr iu m p h a n tly  th rough  the. shoals 
and storm s o f in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  
and co llec tiv iza tio n  and W orld 
W ar I I . ”

I f  i t  were no t fo r  S ta lin , say 
his two “ independent”  apo log is ts , 
and his “ overw helm ing confidence 
in the a b ili ty  o f backward R ussia  
to bu ild  socialism  and defend 
he rse lf— singlehanded and ag a in s t 
a ll enemies,”  H it le r  would have 
won W orld  W ar I I  and “ a new  
D ark age would have settled on 
the vast m a jo r ity  o f the w o r ld ’s 
people, and we in  the U n ite d  
S tates would be faced in  t i l l  
earnest w ith  the th re a t -of 
an n ih ila tio n .”

I f  i t  had no t been fo r  S talih i, 
however, and his cou n te r-revo lu ­
tio n a ry  po licy  o f sacrific ing  p ro le ­
ta ria n  and colon ia l revo lu tions f o r  
deals w ith  the im peria lis ts , H i t le r  
would never have come to  power:-

S T A L IN

in  the  f irs t  place. I t  was S ta lin ’s 
c rim ina l po licy  w h ich  led the 
Communist P a rty  in 1933 to 
cap itu la te  to H it le r  w ith o u t a 
s trugg le  and was c h ie fly  re ­
sponsible fo r  H i t le r ’s consolida­
tion  o f power. I t  was the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact o f 1939 tfhat gave the 
green l ig h t  to  the  N azis fo r  
W orld  W ar I I  and paved the w ay 
fo r  the te rr ib le  destruction  and 
s laugh te r in the S ovie t U n ion 
th a t a lm ost b ro ug h t i t  to  defeat.

The inherent s treng th  o f the 
nationalized p ro pe rty  o f the 
Soviet Un ion and the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  consciousness o f the 
Soviet w orkers trium phed over 
the Nazi invaders in  sp ite  o f the 
dem ora liza tion and d iso rien ta tion  
produced by S ta lin . T h a t is the 
rea l p icture.

S ta lin  was “ the a rch itec t o f 
socialism  in  its  f ir s t  homeland 
and the generalissim o o f v ic to ry

over fasc is t ba rba rism ,”  c la im  
Huberm an and Sweezy. “ He did 
more than anyone else to b r in g  
socialism  o u t o f the rea lm  o f 
hopes and in to  the rea lm  o f fac ts  
and ‘he did more tha n  anyone else 
to keep the road to  socialism  
open to  the peoples o f the w o rld .”  
And “ fo r  these g re a t achieve­
ments . . . h is to ry  w i l l  honor h im  
as long as the  hum an race su r­
v ives.”

A c tu a lly  S ta lin  did m ore than 
all the  open enemies o f socialism  
p u t toge ther to  b r in g  the  name 
o f socialism  in to  disrepute. H is  
concentra tion camps, slave-labor 
arm ies, legions o f p o litica l p rison ­
ers, m onste r fram eu p  tr ia ls ,  mass 
executions, barbarous repressions 
o f w o rkers  and peasants and 
w ip in g  o u t o f whole n a tion a litie s  
have provided the w o rld  ca p ita l­
is ts  w ith  th e ir  m ost po ten t propa­
ganda weapon.

The M on th ly  Review ed itors 
dism iss S ta lin ’s m onstrous re ­
pressions, fram eups and mass 
m urders w ith  an a iry  wave o f the 
ed ito ria l hand. “ One can argue 
F ia t S ta lin ’s m ethods were un­
necessarily harsh and ru th less,”  
they concede. B u t they add: “ P e r­
haps they were, i t  is  hard  to  
judge.”  They are w il l in g  to p u t 
on ly  a question m a rk  ove r S ta lin ’s 
v ile s t in fam ies. They sneer a t 
Leon T ro ts k y , who “ looked fo r  
sa lva tion  fro m  the in te rna tiona l 
revo lu tion  w h ich , u n fo rtu n a te ly  
fo r  h im , was in  re tre a t a t ju s t  the 
tim e  i t  would have been needed.”

T H E  G R E A T  B E T R A Y A L S
U n fo rtu n a te ly , . the  S ta lin is t 

bureaucracy did  no th ing  to  h a lt 
th is  re tre a t and fo r  three en tire

Trotsky's Fight Against Stalinism --------------------—

The Social Contradictions
-------------------------------  By John G. Wright ------------------------

Social antagonism s in  the U S S It 
are by no means exhausted biy 
the cen tra l con trad ic tion , namely/: 
the c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  b u r ­
eaucracy at the one pole, the basic 
socia list conquests o f the 1917 
Revolu tion at the opposite pole. 
Leon T ro tsky  also called a tte n tio n  
to the an tithesis  between c ity  and 
coun try  and the antagonism  Be­
tween m ental and m anual labo r. 
The columns o f the Soviet press 
are larded w ith  references to 
these tw o sets o f social con tra d ic ­
tions tha t have found a pecu lia r 
expression in  Soviet developm ent.

In  add ition , T ro ts k y  d iffe re n ­
tia ted  and analyzed pro foundly/ a 
whole series o f o ther social a n ta ­
gonisms, each o f a d iffe re n t k in d : 

ih e  con trad ic tion  between th e  
w orkers as a whole and th e  
peasantry as a w hole; the  con­
tra d ic tio n  between the various 
federated repub lics, autonom ous 
republics and provinces (to  w h ich  
we m ust add today the in te r re la ­
tions w ith  the E ast E uropean 
countries) ; the  con trad ic tion  be­
tween the d if fe re n t groups o f  
peasantry; between the d iffe re n t 
layers o f w o rke rs ; between th e  
diverse groups o f consumers; and, 
las t b u t no t least, the in te rn a ­
tional fa c to r, the social con tra d ic ­
tion  between the USSR “ a-s a 
whole and its  c a p ita lis t e n v iro n , 
m ent.”

Accord ing to S ta lin ’s doctrine , 
these con trad ic tions, s in g ly  and 
co llective ly , in te rn a l as w e ll as 
in te rna tiona l, m u s t and w i l l  
s tead ily  soften. Upon th is  spurious 
assum ption rests h is  e n tire  
“ theory o f socialism  in  one coun­
t r y , ”  and its  coro lla ries, “ th e  
gradual tra n s itio n  to  com m u­
n ism ,”  “ peaceful co - existence”  
w ith  the im p e ria lis ts , etc.

The K re m lin  bureaucracy is 
its e lf  the p roduc t o f these social 
contrad ic tions. I t  exp lo ited them , 
a t home and abroad, in  o rd e r to  
in trench its e lf  in  power, becoming 
converted, as T ro ts k y  p u t  it ,  
“ in to  an uncontro lled caste a lien 
to socia lism .”  A t  the same tim e 
the o liga rchy  and its  po lic ies act 
to aggravate these contrad ic tions, 
f ir s t  and forem ost, the an tithesis  
between c ity  and coun try , pa r­
t ic u la r ly  as th is  an tithes is  finds 
its  expression in the in te rre la tion s  
o f in d u s try  and ag ricu ltu re .

IN D U S T R Y , A G R IC U L T U R E
A n  ou ts tand ing  fea tu re  b f 

Sovie t re a lity  to th is  day is  the 
unresolved con trad ic tion  between 
in d u s try  and a g ricu ltu re . L e t us 
exp la in  why.

O ver the years, since the b irth  
o f the f irs t  w o rke rs ’ state, the 
con trad ic tion  between state-owned 
in d u s try  and the m ixed a g ric u l­
tu ra l economy has palssed through 
several d is tin c t stages, each stage 
m arked b y  a sharp cris is , each 
accompanied by a co llis ion , v a ry ­
in g  in  in te n s ity , o f the  regim e 
w ith  the re s to ra tio n is t tendencies. 
I t  would fake  us too fa r  afie ld to 
tre a t in de ta il w ith  a ll o f the 
stages.

W e need on ly  p o in t out here 
tha t the economic re tre a t o f  1921 
(the  N E P ) under Lenin and T ro t­
sky was d icta ted b y  the need to 
make concessions “ to  m illio n s  o f 
isolated peasant enterprises, unac­
customed to define th e ir  economic

re la tions  w ith  the outside w orld  
except th rough  trade ”  (T ro ts k y ) . 
Soviet a g ric u ltu re  as a whole s t i l l  
has no o th e r ¡means o f “ de fin ing 
its  economic re la tio ns”  except 
th rough  the m arke t. Hence the 
necessity o f concessions to  the 
res to ra tion is t elements. Hence, 
too, the periodic collisions.

W hile  Lenin lay  on h is s ick­
bed the r is in g  S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy took the road o f fu r th e r  
concessions to the peasantry as 
against the po licy  advocated by 
T ro ts k y  and h is  co-th inke rs  o f 
bu ild ing  up in d u s try . A lo n g  th is  
road B u kh a rin  was la te r  to 
prom ulgate the slogan o f “ K u la k  
get r ic h !”  and to  issue pronounce­
ments to  the e ffe c t th a t the ku la k  
would g ro w  pa in less ly  in to  so­
c ia lism , th a t “ we can bu ild  socia l­
ism even on th is  pauper technica l 
basis,”  th a t socialism  could be 
b u ilt  even a t a “ to rto ise  tem po,”  
and the like . F o r his pa rt, S ta lin , 
by 1925, when the h ir in g  o f labor 
and the ren ting  o f land were 
legalized fo r  a g ricu ltu re , w ent so 
fa r  as to  begin preparations to 
denationalize the land.

This opportunist, economic line  
inescapably led to  a hot - house 
g row th  o f re s to ra tio n is t tenden­
cies. A nd by  1929 a cris is  ex­
ploded d u r in g  w h ich the w e ll-to - 
do peasant seized the reg im e by 
the th roa t. 'S ta lin resolved th is  
cris is  e m p irica lly  b y  an ab rup t 
s h ift  to an adven tu ris t economic 
course —  super-indus tria liza tion , 
“ socia lis t in fla t io n ,”  forced co l­
le c tiv iza tio n , destruction  o f “ the 
ku lak  as a class,”  etc.

In  the e a rly  T h irt ie s  ap­
p ro x im a te ly  nine - ten ths o f 25 
m illio n  iso lated peasant un its  
were destroyed by  m ilita ry -p o lice  
measures th rou gh  w h a t T ro tsky  
termed a “ sing le  com bat”  fo u g h t 
ou t in  panic “ on the 'backs o f the 
to ile rs ; and since n e ithe r o f the 
em battled g lad ia to rs  (bu reaucra t 
vs. ku la k  - re s to ra tio n is t)  trus ted  
the  masses, since both feared the 
masses, the  s trugg le  assumed an 
ex trem e ly  convulsive and san- 
g in u a ry  cha rac te r”  (T ro ts k y ’s 
b iography, S ta lin , page 408).

M illio n s  o f peasants paid w ith  
th e ir  lives b u t the  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
b a s e  o f the re s to ra tio n is t 
elements, w h ile  res tric ted  and 
•modified, s t i l l  rem ained. Zigzags 
in economic po licy  fro m  opportun­
ism to adventurism , fro m  conces­
sions to peasants, to new repres­
sions, m arked the successive F ive - 
Y ea r plans. T ro ts k y ’s w r it in g s  up 
to  1940 p rov ide an unsurpassed 
analysis o f S ov ie t economic 
g ro w th , o f each z igzag o f leader­
ship, each co llis ion w ith  res to ra ­
t io n is t tendencies, each successive 
cris is . W hat feeds the resto ra tion - 
is ts  ?

L A N D  R E L A T IO N S
“ In  the  indus tries ,”  explained 

T ro tsky  in  1936, “ s tate ownership 
o f the  means o f  production 
preva ils  a lm ost un ive rsa lly . In  
a g ricu ltu re  i t  p re va ils  absolute ly 
on ly  in the  S ov ie t fa rm s, w h ich  
comprise no m ore .than 10 per­
cen t o f the  tille d  land. In  the col­
lec tive  - fa rm s, cooperative o r 
g roup  ow nership is  combined in  
various p ropo rtions w ith  state 
and p riva te  ownership. The land, 
a lthough le g a lly  be longing to 
the sta te, has been trans fe rre d  to

the collectives fo r  ‘pe rpe tua l’ use, 
w h ich  d iffe rs  l i t t le  fro m  group 
ownership. The tra c to rs  and 
elaborate m ach inery [th e  M a­
chine and T ra c to r S ta tions ] be­
long to  the s ta te ; the sm a lle r 
equipm ent belongs to  the  collec­
tives. Each co llective fa rm e r 
m oreover carries on in d iv idua l 
a g ricu ltu re . F in a lly , more than 10 
percent o f the peasants rem ain 
ind iv idua l fa rm ers .”  (The Revo­
lu tio n  Betrayed, page 234.)

In  the p re -w a r S ov ie t economy 
as a whole, the  specific w e igh t 
sh ifted  more and m ore fro m  the 
countrys ide and a g ric u ltu re  to the 
c ities  and in du s try . In  ce rta in  
respects th is  acted to  m itig a te  
the c o n flic t between the res to ra ­
tio n is t tendencies in  a g ric u ltu re  
and the s w ift ly  g ro w in g  sta te- 
owned industries . B u t in  o ther 
respects th is  also deepened the 
antagonism . The m a jo r ity  o f the 
popu la tion  rem ained on t 1-"  land, 
deprived o f the com forts  and 
c u ltu re  o f c ity  life .

P E T TY -B O U R G E O IS  LA Y E R S
The S ov ie t U n ion w ent in to  

W orld  W a r I I  w ith  a bastardized 
a g r ic u ltu ra l s truc tu re , no t d i f ­
fe r in g  s ig n if ic a n tly  fro m  the one 
analyzed by  T ro ts k y  in  1936. The 
collectives numbered ap p ro x i­
m ate ly  250,000. “ M illio n a ire  col­
lectives”  and in d iv idu a l fan ne rs  
reproduced under w a r and post­
w a r conditions the w e ll-to-do 
m uzh ik, a ru ra l pe tty-bourgeo is, 
and alongside h im  a la ye r o f 
ru ra l neo-bourgeoisie. These crea t­
ed th e ir  own counter-agents in  
the urban centers in  the shape o f 
free  trade rs , free  in d u s tria lis ts , 
a longside the consumer - producer 
cooperatives. They penetrated in to  
the ranks o f the p a r ty  and gov­
ernm ent apparatus, in c lud in g  the  
a rm y  and the police. C o llis ions o f 
v a ry in g  in te n s ity  w ith  these 
re s to ra tio n is t tendencies continued 
to occur d u rin g  and a f te r  the  w ar.

A  s ig n ifica n t change in  the in ­
te rre la tions  o f S ovie t in d u s try  and 
ag ricu ltu re  took place in  1949- 
50, when the pos tw ar cris is  o f 
reconstruction was fin a lly  su r­
mounted, and both in d u s try  and 
a g ricu ltu re  leaped to  a new level. 
F o r the f irs t tim e  the urban 
population, p rev iously  a m in o rity , 
now constitu ted the m a jo r ity  o f 
the  popu lation. The s to rm y 
g io w th  o f industries, o f  new 
c ities  and c ity  cu ltu re  became a 
dom inant fe a tu re  o f Soviet 
re a lity .
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1. The Death Agony of Capi­
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Fourth International
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of the Fourth International 
64 pages, 25c.

2. The Suppressed Testa­
ment of Lenin, by Leon Trotsky 
This document reprints Lenin’s 
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explains why Stalin suppress­
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decades repeatedly b e t r a y e d  
g re a t re v o lu tio n a ry  opportun ities. 
.S ta lin ’s polic ies led to  d isaster in 
the German, Chinese and B r it is h  
revo lu tiona ry  s itua tions in  the 
Tw enties; h is conscious counter­
revo lu tiona ry  po lic ies led to  the 
crush ing  o f the  German, F rench 
and Spanish w orkers  in  the 
T h irtie s .

A f te r  the  end o f  W orld  W ar 
IT, S ta lin  imposed a po licy  on the 
g re a t mass C om m unist P arties  o f 
F rance and I ta ly  th a t led to the 
re v iva l o f c a p ita lis t p o lit ic a l 
power. In  Greece he sold ou t a 
c iv il-w a r  s trugg le . In  G erm any, 
he jo ined in  the a tom iza tion  o f 
the cou n try  and the w o rk in g  class. 
He de libe ra te ly  pushed Y ugo­
slavia in to  the arm s o f A m erican 
im peria lism .

Huberm an and Sweezy no t on ly  
g lo r ify  S ta lin ; they w ind up by

in d ica tin g  th e ir  readiness to  
g lo r ify  his successor, whom they 
designate as M alenkov.

The tw o  ed ito rs  have g iven us 
no new reve la tions about S ta lin  
th a t  cannot be found  in  the o f ­
fic ia l S ta lin is t press. B u t they 
have g iven us fu r th e r  and 
de fin itive  evidence o f th e ir  own 
a f f in ity  fo r  S ta lin ism .

Ig n a tz  Mezei, a 56 - y e a r - o ld  
B u ffa lo  cab inet m ake r who came 
to  th is  c o u n try  fro m  H u ng a ry  in  
1923, faces possible l i fe  - tim e  
detention in  E ll is  Is lan d  a f te r  the 
U.S. Supreme C ourt recen tly  
ru led  he could be confined in ­
de fin ite ly  as a “ secu rity  r is k .”  
The governm ent has re fused to  
m ake known its  “ evidence”  even 
to a judge, c la im s i t ’s “ con­
fid e n tia l.”

W orld  Events
------------- By Charles Hanley -------------

M A L A N ’S N a tio n a lis t P a rty  
won 94 seats in  South A fr ic a ’s 
p a rlia m en t in  the A p r i l  15 elec­
tions. The U n ited  P a rty  go t 57 
seats, the La bo r P a r ty  4. U nder 
the rigged  electora l system which 
denies the b a llo t  to  the  vast 
m a jo r ity  o f  the popu la tion , non­
w h ites a re  pe rm itte d  3 seats —  to 
be filled  by wh ites. The N a tio n a l­
is ts  are reported to  be seeking 
abolishm ent o f the  Supreme C ourt 
to m ake M alan ’s d ic ta to r ia l ru le  
m ore ab so lve . A lb e r t  L u th u li,  
fo rm e r Zulu ch ie f and now P res i­
dent o f the A fr ic a n  N a tion a l Con­
gress, declared: “ There is no 
m iddle course fo r  the c o u n tiy . . . 
The re tu rn  o f  the N a tio n a lis ts  to 
o ffice means a fu r th e r  re ign o f 
te r ro r  and fasc is t b r u ta l i ty . . . We 
ca ll upon the people to  be in  a 
s tate o f preparedness essentia l to 
h a lt  the fa s c is t onslaught o f D r. 
M alan ’s N a tiona lis t, governm ent.”  

*  *  *
B U LLD O Z E R S  were used by 

the despotic B r it is h  ru le rs  o f 
Kenya to  raze the  homes o f 7,000 
A fr ic a n s  in  the  suburbs o f N a irob i 
A p r i l 19. C a rry in g  w h a t posses­
sions th e y  -could on th e ir  backs, 
men, women and ch ildren were 
driven  on foo t to  K ik iy u  tr ib a l 
reservations. Some 700 were 
arrested as suspected members 
o f the M:au M au independence 
movement.

*  *  *

A M E R IC A N  P O IN T  F O U R
headquarters a t S h iraz, Ira n , were 
sacked b y  members o f the Pan- 
Ira n  P a rty  A p r i l 16. D em onstra­
tions aga ins t A ng lo -A m erican  im ­
pe ria lism  took place in  Tehran, 
the c a p ita l; and on A p r i l  17 the 
car o f Am erican attache E r ic  
P o lla rd  was stoned and his 
Ira n ia n  c h a u ffe u r stabbed.

*  *  *

JA S C H A  H E IF E T Z , w o rld - 
renowned v io lin is t, was in ju re d  
by  an Is ra e li te r ro r is t  who swung 
an iro n  ba r a t  hup in  Jerusalem  
A p r i l 16, s t r ik in g  h is r ig h t  hand. 
M r. H e ife tz , an en thusiastic  sup­
p o rte r o f Is rae l, has g iven m any 
benefit, concerts in  A m erica  fo r  
the Jew ish state. H e  aroused the 
ire  o f Is ra e li chauvin is ts  when 
he played a sonata by R ichard 
Strauss, noted German composer 
who died in  1949 a t the age o f 85. 

* * *
T H E  V IE T -M IN H  drive  against 

•ihe French despots in  Indo-C h ina 
is sweeping th rough  the K in g ­
dom o f Laos. The L ibe ra tion  
Arm iy occupied X iengkhouang, 
im p o rtan t fo rtre ss  tow n, A p r i l 
20. F o rm er French P rem ier E dg a r 
Faue, cha irm an o f  the F ore ign

A f fa ir s  Com m ission o f the  N a ­
tio n a l A ssem bly and a suppo rte r 
o f  the  M aye r cabinet, declared 
A p r i l  19 th a t an a tte m p t should 
be made 'to end h o s tilit ie s  “ i f  
honorable cond itions are possible.”  

* *  *
SOM E 2.500 C H IN E S E  N a ­

t io n a lis t sold iers attacked B u r­
mese A rm y  u n its  350 m iles  south 
o f th e ir  previous area o f opera­
tions, the B urm a W a r M in is try  
announced A p r i l  20. These forces 
o f Ch iang K a i-shek are am ong 
those driven ou t o f China by  the 
revo lu tion . T hey  are said to  be 
equipped w ith  A m erican arm s and 
to be in  ’touch w ith  Chiang. The 
London Observer reported A p r i l  
5 th a t C h iang’s forces in  B urm a 
c a rry  on a h ig h ly  p ro fita b le  t r a f ­
fic, sm ugg ling  op ium  in to  S iam . 

*  *  *
IN D O N E S IA N  S T U D E N T S

storm ed the  office o f  a D u tch  
newspaper in  Surabaya A p r i l  18. 
O ffice equipm ent was wrecked and 
a p ic tu re  o f Queen Ju lian a  o f the 
Netherlands im p e ria lis t govern­
m ent was to rn  up and burned.

*  *  *

B IS H O P  F U L T O N  J. S H E E N
o f New  Y o rk  denounced the peo­
ple o f Rome A p r i l 19 fo r  p e r­
m itt in g - C om m unist P a r ty  elec­
tion  posters to  be pasted on w a lls  
o f the “ ’h o ly  c ity .”  In  h is op in ion 
it  was “ a -great scandal.”  The 
views o f the Pope on th is  ques­
tion  have no t appeared in  the 
Am erican press.

*  *  *

W O L F  S A L U S , one o f the lead­
ers o f the T ro ts k y is t  m ovem ent 
o f  Czechoslovakia and a d is tin ­
guished M a rx is t w rite r^  died in  
G erm any M arch 4. Salus m et 
T ro ts k y  in  M oscow in  1927 and 
jo ined h im  in  P rin k ip o , T u rkey , 
tw o years la te r. He pa rtic ip a ted  
in the arm ed s tru g g le  o f tthe 
w orkers  o f V ienna in F eb ru a ry  
1934; was arrested by the N azis 
in  1939. In  1945 he took p a r t  in  
the lib e ra tio n  o f P rague and was 
awarded the Czech Medal o f 
Resistance fo r  h is heroic ro le . 
A f te r  the  seizure o f fu l l  pow er 
in Czechoslovakia in  F eb ru a ry  
1948, he had to flee  to (Bavaria.

Casualties Now 
Total 133,787

U nited S tates ba ttle  casualties 
in Korea fo r  the week ending 
A p r i l 22 were 324. b r in g in g  the 
to ta l fo r  the  w ar to  133,787. Last 
week’s losses were 496 and the 
previous week’s 1,039.
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A  Party That Is True to May Day
May Day began in the historic m ilitant strug­

gle of the American workers for the eight-hour 
clay. The world socialist movement a few years 
later established May 1 as an international 
working-class holiday — a day when the labor­
ing classes of all countries proclaimed their 
enmity to capitalist exploitation -and rallied 
under Karl M arx’s slogan of solidarity: “ W ork­
ers o f the world, unite. You have nothing to 
lose but your chains.”

Mpv Day was thus born in the spirit of 
irreconcilable hostility to capitalism and oif 
universal brotherhood o f the working people 
in struggle for ihe better world of socialism. 
I t  was for this th k  the pioneers of May Day, 
the Chicago Haymarket martyrs, went bravely 
to the gallows.

Capitalist reaction has never ceased its 
attempts to destroy M ay Day, directly by 
physical violence and police terrorism and in­
directly by defiling arid twisting its spirit and 
tradition to serve the exploiters' own ends. 
Thus, in recent years we have witnessed the 
organization of " loya lty ”  parades by the anti- 
labor jingoes and witch-burners who have 
tried to turn May Day into an orgy of war 
hysteria and red-baiting.

W ithin the working-class movement itself, 
there have been leaders and tendencies which 
have tried with every means at their command 
to betray the spirit of May Day, to pervert its 
meaning and bury its true program. The of­
ficial top union leadership long ago turned 
their backs on the struggle for which the 
Haymarket martyrs died and have even tried

to expunge their memory and the holiday they 
founded. The Social Democrats, the heirs of 
the Second (Socialist) International, from the 
time of the first World War on have .played 
the role chiefly of recruiting sergeants for 
their own imperialists in every war, and have 
•trampled underfoot the working-class interna­
tionalism of May Day,

The Stalinists, ever the servile tools of the 
Kremlin bureaucracy anti always ready to 
betray labor in accordance w ith the twists and 
turns dictated by the Kremlin’s diplomatic 
needs, befoul the May Day tradition. Even 
while they face the hammer-blow persecution 
of American capitalist reaction, the Commu­
nist Party leaders, as in the Los Angeles elec­
tion campaign, proclaim that "socialism is not 
the issue,” support capitalist-party .candidates 
and obstruct the party which fights against 
imperialist war and. for socialism, the Socialist 
Workers Party.

The SWP alone, in words and deeds, keeps 
alive the true May Day spirit. From coast to 
coast, the branches of the Socialist Workers 
Party w ill hold public meetings to pay homage 
to our martyred dead and to pledge anew to 
carry through to victory the great emancipat­
ing struggle begun in this country three- 
quarters of a century ago by the American 
pioneers of the revolutionary socialist move­
ment.

Elsewhere in the paper we list SWP May 
Day meetings. Attend and bring your friends 
and shop-mates. Refresh and renew yourself 
for the glorious battle fo r socialism.



Th« Negro Struggle------------------------------------------------

?fOstrich” Politics
-------------------------------— By Jean Blake ----------------------

We see by the papers that the facts of 
political life today are forcing even the wishful 
thinkers in the official leadership of the Negro 
struggle to recognize that we are in a reac­
tionary period.

When the}' hear that 64 organizations have 
joined a California group's petition asking the 
U.S. Supreme Court to uphold the right to sue 
for violation o f racial restrictions in housing — 
in effect, to reverse a decision of 1948 — our 
Polyannas must realize that race-haters are 
emboldened by the anti-liberal atmosphere in 
the country today and are taking the offensive.

And even a staunch Republican like Ohio's 
leading Negro editor, W. O. Walker, has be­
come perturbed by the fact that the Eisenhower 
administration is clearly making no conces­
sions to colored 'people. As Walker noted in 
his personal column last week:

"The failure of the Eisenhower Administra­
tion to clear just one Negro for appointment 
to a federal job of some importance is the chief 
topic of conversation in political circles 
wherever the interests of Negroes are dis­
cussed. . .

"U p to now the President has awarded a 
number of very desirable plums to southerners. 
None of these are noted for their liberality in 
the field o f race relations.”

"There is a growing silence in Washington." 
Walker says. “ Unless something is done pretty 
soon the explosion of this silence is going to 
have reverberations from one end of'the land 
to the other.”

These sound like strong words . . . but they 
have a very hollow ring. What do they mean?
1 low will the “ silence”  explode? W ill the Negro 
leaders denounce the Eisenhower regime, and 
the Democratic Party as well, for using the 
burning issue of Jim Crow in America as a 
political football? W ill they call for an end to 
support of both parties and embark on a new 
political course of independence? Of launching 
a movement of Negroes with labor, the other, 
organized group discriminated against by the 
rule of the capitalist class, to make some basic 
changes in our society?

Nothing of the sort is proposed or even 
implied by the present Negro leaders. Their 
basic loyalty to capitalism bars any course other 
than the ostrich-type politics they have been 
practising. They can only stick their heads in 
the sand and refuse to see that the era of 
reforms is over. When the tank of reaction 
bumps them in their exposed rear, all they can 
do is cry out and run to another hole in the 
sand.

Ii w ill take a new leadership, one that has 
its head up, that is using it, and that is 
determined to wipe out Jim Grow lock, stock 
and barrel, to adopt bold, new perspectives 
demanded by the times. Only a fundamental 
break from the bonds of capitalism can provide 
the basis for leading the day-to-day struggles 
against discrimination in such a way as to 
recover lost ground and win new substantial
gains.

Robber Barons Ride Again
------------------------------------  By Joseph Hansen -----------------------------------

The early capitalists in America have be­
come known in history as the “ robber barons.” 
The label is an accurate one. In robber fashion 
they piled up enormous fortunes by plunder­
ing the vast resources of the virgin American 
continent. As an aristocracy, whose coat of 
arms was ihe dollar sign, they made their 
robbery legal through control of government 
power.

Although they skimmed o ff the lop cream, 
they did not get all the golden fat in the public 
■domain. Pressure from an aroused populace 
'forced through certain conservation measures 
that saved something for future generations.

But now the robber barons are riding again. 
Eisenhower’s victory was the signal to strap 
on the guns and organize a new series of 
hold-ups.

The biggest operation at the moment is 
the gigantic oil steal. Legislation now pending 
in Congress w ill turn over title o f the federally 
owned tidelands to the states. This means in 
effect turning over properly belonging to all 
the people to the private interests represented 
mainly by the powerful oil lobby.

It involves tremendous untapped pools of 
o il and gas fields in the tidelands extending 
from  three to ten miles seaward from low- 
water mark, and also the fabulous resources 
in the continental shelf extending as far as 150 
miles from states boundaries.

The most conservative estimates put the 
value of these public resources at from 40 to 
150 b illion dollars. But the real value may run 
into trillions o f dollars, according to expert 
opinion.

This gigantic steal would seem to be enough 
to satisfy the most voracious. But it is only 
the beginning. Other legislation now contem­
plated would turn over to private interests the

mineral resources o f the United States in some 
700,000,000 acres of public lands.

That leaves the forests in our national parks. 
1 lowever, the lumber kings are eyeing them 
hungrily. After all, like the rest of the capital­
ist class, the more they eat the more starved 
they feel.

Even this does not complete the picture. 
Billions upon billions o f dollars have been 
poured into the development of atomic energy. 
That’s money from the public treasury. The 
fruits of this investment now open up dazzling 
prospects for the future well-being of the 
people.

I he giant trusts, however, take a somewhat 
different view. They see a new radiant stream 
of profits i f  they can only sliuce it into their 
bank reservoirs. And, o f course, the Eisenhower 
administration feels sympathetic toward this 
kind of in itia tive and enterprise.

This still does not complete the list of safe­
cracking jobs. In case it might have been 
overlooked, former Pres. 1 ierbert I loover called 
attention to the public-power field. He proposes 
that the government stop producing cheap elec­
tric power and turn over the facilities to 
private interests. It's not in the legislative m ill 
yet. Hoover is only casing the far-ffung net­
work of government-built and government- 
owned power plants and power lines.

While these major stick-ups are being plan­
ned and organized there are, of course, smaller 
.pick-pocket and purse-snatching jobs such as 
giving away government-built synthetic rubber 
plants to those in dire need of them for 
p rofi teeri ng purposes

With these new robber barons shooting up 
the town it looks like it's high time for labor 
to take down its political irons and gel together 
a posse.

Notes from the News
C O M M U N IT Y  C H URC H in Boston is being 

g iven the bounce out o f the a u d ito rium  i t  rents 
fro m  the John Hancock L ife  Insurance Company. 
C om m unity  Church is a 30-year old non-sectarian 
congregation th a t b rings to its  p la tfo rm  libe ra l 
speakers on social and re lig iou s  subjects. John 
Hancock L ife  Insurance Company is te rm in a tin g  
the lease on its  au d ito rium  ne x t m onth because 
F u lton  Lew is, ,Jr., extrem e reactionary news 
com m entator does no t approve o f the speakers
sponsored by C om m unity  Church.

♦  *  *

P A T R IO T IS M . M ost o f the  w orkers o f the 
Southwestern Co. in Chicago are Esthonian D is­
placed Persons. When the. A F L  Chemical W orkers  
tr ie d  to organize the p la n t the boss, who h ith e rto  
had posed as a benefactor o f refugees fro m  
“ behind the iron  c u rta in ,”  showed his true  boss 
colors. He tried  to prevent the DP w orkers  from  
v o tin g  in an N L R B  election on the grounds th a t 
since they were fro m  a Russian sa te llite  coun try  
(E s thon ia ) they should be considered enemy 
aliens under the MJcCarran Act. He also fire d  
some o f the w orkers, accused them o f being 
“ Com m unists ’’ and the A F L  union o f  be ing a 
“ Communist.”  o rgan iza tion . A t  the N L R B  polls 
police showed up thus fu r th e r  in tim id a tin g  the 
w orkers. The boss had called them  saying th a t 
“ enemy a liens" were vo tin g . The union is ask ing 
th a t tin ; election resu lts , which were u n fa vo r­
able, be set aside by iN LRB.

*  *  *

GUESS W H O  GETS IT ?  Between December 
1951 and December 1952 prices received by fa rm ­
ers fo r  a ll fo o d s tu ffs  dropped nearly  12 percent. 
R e ta il food prices however went down less than 
i  percent in the  same period.

* * *
20 M IL IT A R Y  POSTS in the U.S. have J im  

C row  schools fo r  ch ild ren  o f service men.
* * *

P U R G IN G  SPORTS H IS TO R Y . The recen tly  
p r in te d  sports records books lis t  on ly  ton players 
fo r  the A ll-A m e rica n  foo tb a ll “ elevens”  o f 1917 
and 1918. The name om itted  by the sports “ h is ­
to r ia n s ”  is th a t o f Paul Robeson, who in those 
years was an end fo r  Rutgers and one o f the 
a ll- t im e  fo o tb a ll greats.

T H E  N A A C P  is g iv in g  o ff ic ia l support to the 
s tr ik e  o f CIO  Packinghouse W orkers Local 202 
in S e lbyville , Dataware. The 350 s tr ik e rs  are a ll 
Niegroes. Since the beg inn ing o f the s tr ik e  Ku 
K lu x  crosses have been burned before the home 
o f the loca l’s business agent, th rea ts  o f violence 
by w h ite  townsm en have been made and 12 local 
w h ites deputized and armed. A  few  years ago a 
N egro CIO o rg an ize r was lynched in th is  town. 
The union is dem anding recogn ition , a m in im um  
h o u rly  wage o f $1.00 and a guaranteed 32-hour 
week.

*  *  *

E IS E N H O W E R ’S E F F IC IE N C Y  T E A M  is t r y ­
ing  out a new system a t the  Chicago Post O ffice  
w ith  a v iew  to in s ta llin g  i t  n a tion a lly  i f  i t  w o rks 
out. Postal w orkers m ust f i l l  ou t a job  tic k e t 
every tim e th e y  go to and re tu rn  fro m  the to ile t 
d u rin g  w o rk ing  hours.

*  &

C O A L M IN E  E X P LO S IO N  caused death o f five  
mien in Lo v ilia . Iowa. The dust explosion was 
a ttr ib u te d  to use o f black b las ting  powder. Six 
m onths ago a Federal M ine inspector ordered 
com pany to stop us ing the dangerous black 
powder. Company w ent to  cou rt and go t an 
in junc tion  p re ven ting  enforcem ent o f the ban. 
Th is com pany along w ith  o ther coal operators 
even persuaded the Iow a Leg is la tu re  to pass a 
reso lu tion  defend ing the use o f black powder.

:fc *  *

CO-OP S U P E R M A R K E T  set up la s t year in 
A k ron  by three b ig  CIO Rubber W orkers  locals 
now does a $50,000 a-week business. Store sells 
p r in c ip a lly  foo ds tu ffs , but. also carries drugs, 
toys, c lo th ing , T V  sets; operates a restau ran t, 
d ry  c lean ing shop and a c red it union.

*=.<«*

...SEA SAG A HERO, C apta in  Carlsen o f the
wrecked F ly in g  E n te rp rise , recently  inv ited  h is 
aged fa th e r  in D enm ark to v is i t  the U.S. The old 
man agreed and applied fo r  a v isa a t the U.S. 
consulate in  Copenhagen. There he was refused 
because he belongs to the  Danish Com m unist 
P a rty . Old m an C arl sen’s com m ent was: “ I  th in k  
I  can bear i t . ”
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Generals Give 
Army Lyric 
A Trial Run

F or some lim e  the Pentagon 
has been concerned about the 
d is inc lina tion  o f the troops in  
Korea and elsewhere, to burst in to  
song. They don’ t seem cheerfu l. 
They don't seem to  want to hum 
and w h is tle . So the Pentagon put 
its  co llective  bra ins together and 
a fte r  much e f fo r t  came up w ith  
the answer to the prob lem : W hat 
is needed is a song the troops w il l  
sing.

Composers were prodded and 
told to g e t go ing —  the Pentagon 
w ants a song th a t w i l l  b r in g  out 
tlhe l i l t  in  the troops.

One song picked by  an a rm y 
■music board seems to  have wowed 
the Top Brass. They th in k  i t ’s 
good enough to be made o ffic ia l; 
b u t be ing cautious a f te r  having 
been defeated a few. tim es on th is 
song s tu f f  the y ’re go ing  to  g ive 
it  a three-m onths tes t run  the 
w ay you t r y  ou t a new ly design­
ed bomber.

Some o f the words th a t brought, 
ga ie ty  to  th e ir  hearts  are as 
fo llow s :

“ To the fa r - f lu n g  corners o f the 
earth ,

A t  a m om ent’s notice w e’re o f f  
and gone,

Thru  the da rk  o f n ig h t o r the 
dawn’s ea rly  lig h t,

The a rm y  goes on and on.

CHORUS
When there ’s troub le  brewing 

anywhere,

Joseph R yan  A rrested

A rrested on a 30-count grand larceny ind ic tm ent fo r  s tea ling  
union funds, Pres. Jos. P. Ryan o f A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Long­
shoremen’s Assn, walks past iro n  bars in  New Y ork police sta tion  
to be booked and finge rp rin ted . Ryan used union money fo r  
pleasure tr ips , clothes, cars, etc.

You can bet the a rm y ’s always 
there

A n y  place on earth  we prove 0X11 
w o rth . . .

Ready to do our share.
L e t the shells come f ly in g  th ru  

the a ir,

POLICE CHIEF SUED IN 
YOUNGSTOWN BOOK BAN

L e t the bombs begin to r ip  and 
tear.

But we’ll figh t, f ig h t, f ig h t. . . 
F ig h t  w ith  a ll ou t m ig h t 
(W e may g ripe  and ye ll . . . but 

w e’ ll f ig h t like  he ll.)
You can bet the a rm y ’s always 

there .”

However, f irs t  reactions to  th is  
jo y fu l ly r ic  about shells and 
bombs and the fa r - f lu n g  corners 
o f t)he earth  have proved some­
w ha t d isappo in ting  to  the  m usic- 
a lly-m inded Pentagon Brass.

Rep. W in t S m ith  (R . K an .) fo r  
instance found a discord in the 
fa c t th a t the song “ makes no 
m ention o f God, f la g  o r cou n try .”  
He file d  pro tests fro m  certa in  
organ izations that, th in k  the song 
plays in to  the hands o f “ Com­
m un is t”  propagandists wN.o have 
been po in tin g  to  W a ll S tree t’s 
dream about conquering the: 
world .

The book - banning spree o f 
Police C h ief Edward J. A llen  o f 
Youngstown, Ohio, entered a new 
phase as a pub lish ing house w ent 
to federal court to ask that, such 
a rb itra ry  censorship be enjoined 
and tha t damages be granted. 
Defenders of c iv il libe rties  and 
rc iilitan t un ion ists in Youngstown 
mad already raised th e ir  protests 
over the w itch  hun t aga inst the 
jiocket-sized, soft-cover books.

Police C h ie f A llen  s ta rted  the 
campaign by bann ing 443 tit le s  
from  stores and newsstands. 
Storekeepers were forced to 
comply under th rea t o f prosecu­
tion . Am ong the books removed 
a t the orders o f tbc  police were 
novels by firs t - ran k  Am erican 
and European w rite rs  inc lud ing  
Sherwood Anderson, Somerset 
Maugham , John Dos Passos, John 
Steinbeck, James T. F a rre ll,  
C hris topher I sherWood, Calder 
W illing ha m , etc.

mgs o f Sigmund Freud, the fa th e r 
o f psychoanalysis, are a fa v o rite  
ta rg e t o f the se lf - appointed 
censors. The C atholic Church is 
a b it te r  opponent o f the teach­
ings o f F reud.

The pub lish ing  house which 
has taken the C ity  o f Youngstown 
and its  police ch ie f in to  cou rt is 
the New Am erican L ib ra ry  of 
W orld  L ite ra tu re . I t  is one o f the 
w o r ld ’s la rges t publishers o f 
so ft-cover books. T h irty -n in e  o f 
its  books have been banned in  
Youngstown, as “ indecent and 
obscene.”  I t  to ld a federa l judge 
in Cleveland th a t i t  had suffe red 
damages o f $50,000. I t  also asked 
$3,p00 damages fro m  Police C h ie f 
A llen  persona lly  fo r  a llegedly 
libelous statem ents he had made 
about its  books.

V ic to r W eybrigh t, a represen­
ta tive  o f the hook pub lish ing  
company, speaking a t a con­
ference o f teachers recently , 
said:

S m ith  appa ren tly  also believe«? 
the re ’s some d a rk  p lo t invo lved 
in the com position o f the song» 
“ The au tho r o f the song was born 
in Odessa, Russia,”  he reports*, 
“ and came to  th is  cou n try  w ith  
his parents a t an e a rly  age.”  H e  
was forced to adm it, however, 
“ tha t h is  record has boon checked 
by a rm y  in te lligence which found 
no de roga to ry  in fo rm a tio n .”

T h is  was not on ly a Youngs­
tow n  phenomenon bu t was p a r t  o f 
i  na tional cam paign. S im ila r bun- 
n ings in Cleveland and B rooklyn  
were forced by police or reac­
t io n a ry  pressure groups. The 
g u id ing  forces behind the cam ­
paign appear to  be. Roman 
C atholic Church organ izations.

In  th is  connection it  is note­
w o rth y  th a t the sc ientific  w r i t-

“ In  my opin ion the curren t 
d rive  which threatens the w ide­
spread a v a ila b ility  o f hooks in 
(he U n ited  States portends the 
possible suppression o f le g itim a te  
scholarship and creative lite ra tu re  
in ways unmatched in  our tim e 
except d u rin g  the H it le r  regim e 
in G erm any and, even more over­
w he lm ing ly, in C o m m u n i s t  
Russia.”

BENIA’S COUNTER-PURGE ATTEMPTS 
TO APPEASE UNREST IN THE USSR

(Continued from  page 1)
re liab le  henchmen, se ttle  old 
grudges, cu t anybody’s th ro a t 
and the like . B u t un like  the 
S ta lin  era, a ll th is  is today subor­
dinate to the p r im a ry  task o f the 
f i r s t  post-S ta lin  bloc to  con­
solidate th e ir  regime.

Today’s “ ins”  have exchanged 
m utua l guarantees. They are t r y ­
ing  to w ork  as a harm onious team 
against today ’s “ outs,”  who 
happen to comprise the m a jo r ity  
o f the fo rm e r centra l p a rty  and 
cen tra l governm ent apparatus. 
Hence the consolidation o f A ll-  
Union and o f various national 
m in is tr ie s ; hence the s h ifts  o f 
key personnel. Hence a ll the 
m a jo r moves now un fo ld ing , not 
according to any b lu e p r in t bu t 
according to a “ general line ,”  
which is n a tu ra lly  being m odified 
by in te rna l and exte rna l develop­
ments unforseen, as usual, by 
these hand-to-m outh po litic ians.

F o r the  sake o f illu s tra t io n , 
le t us take the case o f Molotov. 
W hoever his personal a llies may­
be, he is w o rk in g  today hand in 
hand w ith  the dom inant group. 
To assume tha t any m a jo r sh ifts , 
especially w ith in  his d ip lom atic  
apparatus, take place w ith o u t his 
p r io r  agreem ent is tan tam oun t 
to saying th a t M olotov is on his 
w ay out. But. fro m  a ll indications, 
M olotov is more f irm ly  intrenched 
in A p r i l than he was in March. 
So are his o ld -tim e colleagues.

A tra n s fe r o f such a seasoned 
Soviet d ip lo m at as Dekanazov,

w ho rose to  prom inence in 
M o lo tov ’s prew a r eom m isariat, 
to the  post o f Georgian Secret 
PiSHce C hief is ju s t  as much open 
to  the in te rp re ta tio n  th a t B eria  
is here o ffe r in g  guarantees of 
his good w il l  ( in  G eorgia) to 
M o lo tov  (and others) as th a t 
Beria is s im p ly  ta k in g  over 
Georgia. I t  is a t r i f le  prem ature 
to  g ra n t Beria, o r any other 
single1 K re m lin  incum bent, the 
power- to  move a t w i l l  in to  the 
apparatus, p a rty  and govern­
ment a jike , o f the d iffe re n t na­
tiona l republics, o f the d iffe re n t 
provinces and d is tr ic ts . These 
constitu te  the keys to the contro l 
o f the  cen tra l p a rty  and govern­
m ent apparatus. None knows th is  
be tte r than B eria ’s colleagues.

W hat is  now ta k in g  place is 
th a t the  “ in s ”  headed by M alen­
kov are conso lida ting  th e ir  posi­
tions, as aga ins t the “ outs”  who 
were, under S ta lin , in trenched in 
the pe riphera l, hut. a ll- im p o rta n t, 
posts.

A  m ajor fac to r in ib is  con­
so lida tion  s tru g g le  is  the mass 
discontent, ,as yet. la rge ly  un­
organized b u t nevertheless ex­
trem ely dangerous o f the reg im e 
as a whole. W orking- class op­
position is a. p r im a ry  fa c to r ; th a t 
o f the re s to ra tio n is t elements —  
secondary. Combined w ith  general 
repressions aga inst the apparatus 
“ outs,”  we w itness repressions by 
the “ ins”  aga inst both the Soviet 
L e f t  and the  Soviet R igh t. To 
e ffe c tive ly  curb  w o rk in g  class

opposition, i t  is im pera tive  to 
f i r s t  lu ll the masses. Hence the 
concessions, especia lly the re la x ­
ation o f a n ti- la b o r laws and o ther 
Draconic statutes.

The law s aga inst the re ­
s to ra tio n is t elements, p a rtic u la r ly  
against, “ p illa g e ”  o f s tate and 
co llective fa rm  p ro pe rty  have no t 
been relaxed. N e ithe r has the 
notorious A r t ic le  58, S ta lin ’s 
“ counter - re v o lu tio n a ry ”  s ta tu te  
aim ed p r im a r ily  a t the  L e ft. The 
re laxa tion  thus fa r  has ac tu a lly  
been s lig h t. A nd th a t is how the 
incum bent ru le rs  in tend it  to 
rem ain. But as aga inst th e ir  in ­
tentions, there is the fa c t th a t 
fissures are appearing fo r  the 
Soviet masses to t ry  to  w iden.

A  passionate, though s t i l l  
muted, po litica l s trugg le  is now 
un fo ld in g  throughout, the Soviet 
Union. The S ta lin  C onstitu tion , 
especia lly its  “ habeas corpus" 
a rtic le , provides a  semi - legal 
cover. On the  one hand, the 
exten t o f concessions wrested 
fro m  S ta lin ’s “ he irs” ; and on the 
other, the savagery o f repres­
sions aga inst “ T ro ts k y ite s ”  w ill 
prov ide the best gauge o f the 
extent to  which the masses 
succeed in  in te rven ing  in th is  un­
fo ld in g  consolidation cris is.
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Explosion, Fire 
In Chicago Plant 
Kill 31, Hurt 37

By C. Houston
CHICAGO, April 20 — A disastrous explosion wrecked 

a factory at 864-908 North Ave., in which 100 people wer# 
working last Thursday morning. Sparks from a polishing

>--------------------------------------------------------machine a t the  H aber Corp., 
m akers o f screw m achine parts , 
are believed to  have ig n ite d  
a lum inum  or o ther in flam m ab le  
dust.

The explosion rocked the p lan t. 
F lam es spread ra p id ly  th roughou t 
the s tructure . People knocked 
each o ther down ru n n in g  to  the 
fire  escape. They leaped fro m  
w indows. On the ground flo o r, 
men ran o u t onto the  street, 
th e ir  clothes a fire  —  hum an 
torches.

There were tw o ex its , a fire  
escape and one s ta ir  w e ll. People 
on the th ird  f lo o r, unable to  get 
out qu ick ly , d id  no t have a chance.

A  th ird  o f the c ity ’s f ire - f ig h t­
in g  force was called to the  scene. 
F irem en a rrived  m inutes a f te r  
the  a larm  sounded, bu t, w ith  
flam es leap ing  ou t o f second- 
f lo o r  w indows, were unable to  
en te r the p la n t fo r  tw o  hours.

The to ll as o f  today stands a t 
31 dead. Two people are s t i l l  
m issing. F irem en continue to 
search the debris fo r  th e ir  
bodies. O f the 37 in ju re d , 28 are 
s t i l l  In the hosp ita l, fo u r  on the 
c r it ic a l lis t.

W hat caused th is  te rr ib le  
d isaster? W hy should a b u ild ­
in g  reported in  good condition a t 
the Jan. 31 fire  inspection be 
b rough t to the ground by a spark 
less than three m onths la te r?

The em ployer cla im s th a t the 
dust -  vent B ating system was in  
good order, th a t no explosives 
were used, th a t a v a t o f m inera l 
s p ir its  used fo r  d r ip p in g  casts on 
the f irs t  f lo o r  had been judged 
safe by  fire  inspectors.

A  12 - man “ blue - r ibbon ”  ju ry  
was selected to  inves tiga te  the 
explosion. They discovered tha t 
the v e n tila tin g  system  around the 
p o lish in g  m achine was no t w o rk ­
in g  at the tim e . A n  employee w ill 
te s t ify  to  th is  at the  inquest 
scheduled fo r  A p r i l 29. Employees 
revealed fu r th e r  th a t fire  precau­
tions were lax.

A t  an inquest held by the 
coroner F rid a y , re la tive s  o f the 
v ic tim s  packed the room. The 12- 
man ju r y  and Edw ard J. Ryan, 
personnel d ire c to r o f H aber Corp., 
were also present. I t  was a h e a rt­
rend ing scene. M en and women 
cried openly. They shouted ac­
cusations a t Ryan.

One man said th a t his nephew 
had died in the fire . “ He to ld 
me he used to w o rk  w ith  
chem icals.”

A woman revealed th a t her 
au n t had to ld  he r o f c leaning her 
machine w ith  gasoline. People 
a n g r ily  demanded the presence 
r f  com pany o ffic ia ls .

E X IT  BLO C K E D
A t the tim e o f the explosion, 

Haber Corp. was rem ode lling  th *  
bu ild ing . A  s ta ir  w e ll had been 
closed o ff,  the  doorw ay nailed 
shut. The one fire  escape which 
ended on the 2nd f lo o r  had been 
moved to  a d iffe re n t w a ll.

The 12-man ju r y  has accused 
the H aber Corp. o f la x ity  in 
bu ild in g  inspections and v io la - 
lio n  o f  sa fe ty  regu la tions th rough 
a shortage o f exits.

The 12-man ju r y  has accused 
its request to  Gov. S tra tto n  fo r  
enactm ent o f a new in du s tria l 
sa fe ty  law . Pres. R. G. Söder­
ström  urged enactm ent o f the 
recen tly  defeated House B il l 20 
which requires a ll em ployers o f 
25 w o rkers  o r  more to  appo in t a 
sa fe ty  superv isor and re p o rt to 
the Labor D epartm ent.

CHICAGO 
May Day Meeting

Speaker:
Frederick J. Lang

V eteran trade un ion is t, au thor 
o f M a ritim e

S aturday, M ay 2, 8 P.M.
E n jo y  an in te rn a tio n a l sm or­
gasbord a t 5 P.M. Donation o f 
S I.25 covers a ll you can eat
Socialist Workers Party

734 So. Wabash

MILWAUKEE
May Day 

Round Table 
Banquet 

and Celebration
Toastmaster: 

James E. Boulton 
“ Short Talks On  

Labor's Great M en ”

Saturday, M ay 2, 7:30 P.M. 

SW P H a ll 917 No. 3rd St. 
D ona tion : $1.00 —  Dancing

The ow ner o f H aber Corp., T. 
H a ifa , has announced th a t he w i l l  
te a r down w h a t is le f t  o f tha  
b u ild in g  and replace i t  w ith  a 
m em oria l pa rk . M r. H a ifa  should 
have spent his money sooner to  
im prove w o rk in g  and sa fe ty  con­
ditions.

M any fac to ries  continue toi 
operate under unsafe conditions. 
These em ployers m ust be forced 
to respect the health and lives  o f 
th e ir  employees. M em oria l parka 
w i l l  not b r in g  back the dead. Lets 
the un ion m ovem ent d raw  th is  
lesson fro m  the tragedy so th a t 
the H aber w orkers w i l l  no t have 
died in  vain.

Registration Order 
Perils Liberties

(Continued from page 1)
would be b e tto r to declare tha  
Com m unist p a r ty  “ il le g a l”  ra th e r 
than use “ com plex c ircum locu­
t io n ”  th rough the M cC arran A c t. 
Bart the fa c t th a t even the T im es 
recognizes th a t th is  la w  can and 
w il l  be used aga ins t "o th e r  un­
popu lar causes o r pa rtie s ”  i f  i t  is  
sustained in th is  case, shows how 
serious the th re a t to p o lit ic a l 
freedom  has become through tha 
app lica tion  o f the M cCarran law .

Thus i t  becomes im p o rta n t fo r  
every A m erican who w ants to 
keep his r ig h ts  in ta c t, every 
w o rk e r and u n io n is t who is  in ­
terested in the fu tu re  o f h is o r­
ganizations, to  f ig h t th is  new 
w itch -hu n t m easure and stop i t  
in  its  tracks  before i t  goes any 
fu r th e r .

Troops o f Chiang K a i - shek 
opera ting  from  Burmese soil in  
fo rays against China were called 
upon by 58 members o f the U n ited  
N ations to lay down th e ir  arm s 
and leave the cou n try  o r en ter 
internm ent, camps. B urm a of­
fic ia ls had accused the U.S. of 
supp ly ing  arm s to the invaders.

NEW YORK 
May Day 

Celebration
M ain Address:

FARRELL DOBBS
N ationa l Chairm an Socialist.

W orkers  P a rty
□

“The Real Aims^of
Eisenhower’s Foreign 

Policy”
F ri., M ay 1, 8 P.M.

A de lph i H a ll
74 F if th  Ave. Cor. 14(h St.

Refreshm ents
Dancing to  3-piece band 

C o n trib u tion  50 cents

LOS ANGELES 
May Day Meeting
Meaning o f Socialist 

I  nternationalism  
On Mqy Day 1 9 5 3

Speaker:
Myra Tanner Weiss

F ri., M ay 1, 8 P.M.
1702 East 4th Street 

Social, Refreshm ents, Dancing
also

May Day Picnic
Sun., May 3, Elesian Park 
Lunch served —  1 to  4 P.M. 

Games fo r  young and old

PHILADELPHIA
May Day 

Celebration
FOOD —  SONGS 

SPEECHES
Saturday, M ay 2 

fo u r-co u rse  spaghetti d inner 
served a t 6:30 P.M. 

Donation $1.50 
1303 W . G ira rd  Avenue 

| Dancing Refreshm ents

, N E W A R K  
May Day 

Celebration
Speaker:

Farrell Dobbs
Sat., M ay 2, at 9 P.M . 

a t 52 M a rk e t St.
Social Refreshm ents


