
SWP Branches 
Pass 28% M ark 
On Election Fund

By Reba Aubrey, Fund Campaign Manager
On June 1 the Socialist Workers Party launched a 

three-months’ campaign to raise funds for its presidential 
election campaign and the struggle against the Michigan
Trucks Law. During June the®-
branches were preparing the cam­
paign — getting pledges and in i­
tia l payments from all their mem­
bers. By, June 30 the branch 
pledges totaled $17,500 and when 
the campaign was announced in 
The M ilitant last week,'a total of 
$4,460 had been collected, or 257« 
of the national goal.

This week the branches sent in 
$449 on -their pledges in the 
Presidential Election — Anti- 
Trucks Law Fund Campaign. The 
national total received through 
July 7 is $4,909 or 28''«.

Connecticut shot into firs t place 
on the scoreboard w ith 65''« of its 
$125 pledge* Comrade Pearl pass­
es on an idea which she feels 
w ill be as successful for- others as 
it  was fo r her. “ I approached a 
prominent member of the Progrès 
sive Party about contributing to 
the Anti-Trucks Law Fund. A l­
though we are oceans apart on 
all other questions, on civil lib ­
erties he had to admit the cor­
rectness of our position. He had 
no alternative but to give me $5. 
The money, although i t  is wel­
come, Vas not as significant as 
something else — what i t  re­
vealed about the respect the SWP 
has gained through its unceasing 
fig h t on this question. Liberals, 
students, unions — and the Pro­
gressive Party members — rec­
ognize how principled our stand 
has been.”

Detroit’s 5(7'« put them in sec­
ond place this week.

Allentown got o ff to a fast 
start. Their pledge of $40 was ac­
companied by a $20 payment 
which places them th ird  on the 
scoreboard w ith 507«.

Chicago and Minneapolis-St. 
Paul are - tied fo r fourth place 
w ith  44'« each. Comrade Howard 
of Chicago says: “ The July 4th 
holiday with no branch meeting 
slowed us down. We’ll pick up a 
litt le  later.” Comrade Jean writes

fo r the Twin Cities: “ Enclosed is 
a check fo r $57.50 on our pledge. 
$15 of this came from two com­
rades who’ve been doing plumb­
ing in their spare time, $5 from 
a comrade who picked i t  up by 
typing after her regular work, 
and $6.50 from a mother of four 
children who earned i t  doing wait­
ress work. A ll of our comrades 
are scratching bottom in an ef­
fo rt to raise every available cent 
for this vital figh t.”

Akron is still ahead of sched­
ule with 40'« of its pledge fu l­
filled.

Buffalo sent in $109 this week, 
giving them a to ta l of $362 paid 
or 36'« of their $1,000) pledge. 
Comrade Frank says: “ Because 
the steel strike prevepts a num­
ber, of our comrades from mak­
ing payments on their pledges, 
several other comrades have step­
ped up their payments and have 
promised to pay their pledges in 
fu ll before Aug. 1. We are de­
termined not to 'fall behind on the 
weekly scoreboard.”

Seattle’s $41 payment reached 
us just in time to give them 23'« 
fo r today’s scoreboard.

A. Seton comments that “ As 
usual, Philadelphia is o ff to a 
slow start in the fund campaign. 
We have only $12 to send this 
week, which won’t  put us on 
schedule w ith 381'» fo r this score- 
board. However, you know you 
can count on us to catch up later 
on.

Milwaukee’s in itia l payment of 
$45 came with this note from G. 
Holley: “ Response to the fund has 
been slow so far, but I hope i t  
w ill pick up later.”

Los Angeles, Oakland, St. Louis 
and Youngstown are getting un­
derway slowly, but we are confi­
dent that these branches, as well 
as those behind schedule, w ill 
meet their pledges in fu ll and on 
time.

¿17,500 FUND SCOREBOARD
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Big-Money Gang Holds Reins 
At GOP-Democratic Parleys
Cicero-Style 
Violence in 
Chicago Again

CHICAGO, Jidy 6— As though 
in celebration o#the anniversary 
of the violence in Cicero a year 
ago, an anti-Negro mob wrecked 
another house in the Chicago 
area last'Tuesday to prevent oc­
cupancy by a colored family.

A  crowd of more than 3,000, 
according to police estimates, tore 
up the fron t porch, broke every 
window, and set fire  twice to a 
frame building at 4522 Union, 
two blocks from the site of the 
Republican national convention, 
on the strength of a/ rumor that 
the house was to be rented to a 
Negro family.

Chicago police arrived in mass 
to break up the crowd, utilizing 
their latest anti-rio t techniques, 
but not before the damage had 
been done. No arrests were re­
ported.

By today, five  days later, the 
area still resembled an armed 
camp, with about a dozen uni­
formed police stationed in front 
of the building and down the 
street, two police 'cars parked in 
front of the house, and sentries 
posted at regular intervals fo r 
blocks.

How ineffective such police ac­
tion Is in preventing future out­
breaks was indicated by a number 
of circumstances surrounding the 
incident last week:

GREEN LIGHT
The house on Union was wreck- 

eded very shortly after official 
conclusion of court action in the 
Cicero case, in which police par­
ticipated w ith the white mob in 
barring the Harvey Clark family 

(Continued on page 2)

ALL UNIONS ARE URGED 
TO HELP STEEL STRIKE

With the steel strike well: into its second month, aid 
from the entire labor movement is needed to give the 
strike the final punch that will put it  over the finish line
with a union victory. That is the*%
conclusion reached by workers in 
other unions who feel that the 
victory of the steelworkers is es­
sential fo r their own best in ­
terests. 4

On June 18, two weeks after 
the strike started, John L. Lewis, 
head of the independent United 
Mine Workers, sent a message 
to the CIO iJnited Steelworkers 
saying in part: “ The men in  the 
mining industry and those of our 
membership in associated indus­
tries salute the men in the steel 
industry and commend their 
brave hearts. Our fu ll support is 
ever with you.”

Lewis backed this uj> with a 
fund of §10,000,000 which he 
placed to the credit of the stee 
union for use in the strike.

In F lin t, Michigan, the Search­
light, union paper o f Chevrolet 
workers Local 659 of the United 
Auto Workers has proposed that 
this example be followed by all 
labor. The Searchlight says in an 
editorial on June 23:

“ Lewis of coal offers ten m il­
lion to figh t fo r the steelworkers. 
Now is th e  time to throw aside 
the factional differences of the 
great unions and join in a figh t 
against the reactionary Big Busi­
ness and its representatives. The 
steel strike w ill affect the wages, 
and working conditions of all 
labor in the U. .S. A. Where steel 
goes, so w ill labor.

“ Ton million from coal should 
be a starter. The big unions and 
the small should now come forth 
in a united e ffort to win this

major battle, standing shoulder 
to shoulder. . . . Why let. the 
other fellow do the fighting? I t  
is our fight. Let’s pitch in !”

The Michigan CIO State Con­
vention passed a resolution along 
this line supporting the steel 
strikers and calling “ upon each 
affiliated local to give moral, 
physical and financial aid wher­
ever needed.”

The CIO United Transport 
Service Employees sounded a 
warning note by pledging: “ I f  the 
odious Taft-Hartley Act is in­
voked to send the Steelworkers 
back to work, all of our locals 
w ill continue to render such aid 
to the USA-GIO as shall be re­
quired.”  This is an encourage­
ment to the steelworkers to carry 
nut their threat not to heed a 
Taft-Hartley injunction.

The offers of aid from the la­
bor movement cannot be taken.to 
mean that the strike is in a dan­
gerous position. Quite the con­
trary, the strike continues solid, 
with morale high and every cer­
tainty of victory.

However, the unions that offer 
aid realize that a solid fron t of 
the entire labor movement, a big 
war chest contributed by a ll 
unions, and a nationwide union 
pledge to resist the Taft-Hartley 
Act would be the final blows that 
would end company resistance to 
the union demands.

The companies, seeing all 
chances of undermining the union 
disappear, would come to a set­
tlement at once, without further 
stalling.

NEGRO Gl IN FRANCE EXPOSES FRAUD 
OF U. S. ARMY * INTEGR’ POLICY

Branch Pledge Paid Percent
Connecticut $ 125" $ 81 65
Detroit 2,113 1,194 57 '
Allentown 40 20 50
Chicago 1,500 658 44
Minneapolis-St. Paul 1,000. 435 44
Akron 150 60 40
Buffalo 1,000 362 36
F lin t 300 100 33
New York 4,500 1,320 29
Cleveland 300 80 27
Newark 1,000 270 • 27
Seattle 400 91 23
Philadelphia 350 62 18
Milwaukee 275 45 16
Boston 500 71 14
Pittsburgh 40 5 13
San Francisco 900 10 1
Los Angeles 2,200 0 0
Oakland 300 0 0
St. Louis 50 0 0
Youngstown 400 0 0
General 115 45 39

Total through June 30 $17,500 $4,909 28

The white soldiers

By Jean Blake
A story that should have been headlined in the Negro 

press last week was buried in.the back pages of the Pitts­
burgh Courier, as a letter to the editor. In an account that 
was both vivid and factual, a®
Negro soldier stationed in France the rescue, 
punctured the current political ran. 
balloons about integration in the 
Army w ith the ugly truth  about 
Jim Crow conditions as they are.

Acknowledgment that his facts 
represent the common rather 
than the exceptional experience 
of Negro GI’s appeared in the 
copy-editor’s caption: “ Here’s a 
Familiar Story to Many a Race 
Veteran.”

The soldier, whose name and 
company were withheld fo r his 
protection, is w ith the Ninety- 
seventh Engineer Construction 
Bn., Ad Sec. Eucom Com. 2, Foret 
de Hope, France.
W HITE MP’S MALICIOUS 

Taking issue w ith a Courier 
article by Collins C. George on 
“ Integration in Europe,”  the un­
named soldier suggests the re­
porter “ should drop down to Fo­
ret de Hope, outside of Nancy,
France.”

“ We are the only colored troops 
here "at this post,’ the soldier 
writes of himself and his com­
panions. “ The rest are made up 
of’ Southern whites who have 
brought to Europe their malicious 
‘down home’ traits. A ll the MP’s 
that patrol the city are white 
and go out of their way to em­
barrass the Negro soldier when 
he visits the city.”

As an example, he decribes a 
recent incident:

“ One of our men was attacked 
on a Saturday night while v is it­
ing Nancy by a couple of drunken 
white soldiers. The colored sol­
dier was walking down the street 
w ith two Frenchmen when they 
(the whites) remarked, ‘That 
n------ r, who does he think he is? ’
and proceeded to figh t. Another 
colored soldier, seeing the attack­
ed man’s predicament, came to

PROTESTER BEATEN
“ That night, when the truck 

was being loaded w ith men to 
bring them back to camp, a count­
less number of MP’s swarmed 
upon us and demanded that all 
the men (colored) get o ff the 
truck. Being Saturday, the streets 
were crowded and the action im­
mediately drew a crowd of Frencii 
people. The MP’s seemed to en­
joy this. They made everyone 
(colored) line up against a wall 
with their hands up in the air. 
They said very hurting things 
pertaining to the race.

“ One man protested and was 
beaten severely. None of the men 
attacked the MP’s, but for voicing 
their opinion they were then em­
barrassed by being carted o ff 
to ja il in the presence of a large 
group of bewildered Frenchmen.”  i

The incident did not end there. 
The men. were further punished 
by not being allowed to leave the 
post Easter. General Ford came 
to investigate, refused to believe 
the MP’s were at fault, was up­
set when he found the company 
commander was colored, and said 
“ that he would see to i t  personal­
ly that one of the men taken in 
the incident, got everything that 
he could give. This man has a 
fam ily and is due to be discharged 
in June. I f  the general throws his 
weight around and has anything 
to do w ith this man’s ‘court-mar­
tia l’ i t  w ill be years before the 
man sees his fam ily.”

NEGRO OFFICER FIRED
Others involved also have fam­

ilies “ and are up fo r court-mar­
tia l because they defended their 
rights to be treated respectfully.”

The only Negro officer in the 
company was discharged and re­

placed , with a white lieutenant. 
Removal of the colored officer, 
Lieutenant Vincent, was a blow 
to his men since, before his ap 
pointment, the unnamed soldier 
writes, “ we lived in drafty tents 
with no flooring, had no proper 
mess hall to sit in and eat, and 
were up to our necks in mud. 
The CO even went so far as to 
have the men at the gate search 
us, going out and coming in.”

When the white officer in 
charge, Lieutenant Quehl, was 
called home and Lieutenant V in­
cent took over, “ he immediately 
went to work and we now have a 
huge new mess hall w ith nice 
tables and chairs, music while we 
eat and literature of current 
events on the wall fo r us to per­
use. The once muddy streets we 
covered with cobblestones and 
walks were built. Floors were put 
in all the tents. Morale rocketed 
to a high never seen before in 
the company.”

But after all these accomplish­
ments, Lieutenant Vincent was 
relieved, with no explanation 
given.

PISTOL-WHIP SOLDIER
“ Sunday night, A p ril 20, one 

of our men was ‘pistol-whipped’ j 
because as the MP sergeant put 
it, ‘I have been wanting to hit j
one of those n------s.’ Nothing was
done about (his, though the man' 
reo_uired medical attention for a 1 
wounded head that the doctor] 
said came fro iji the butt of a 
gun.”

The letter concluded with the 
statement that the men are now 
barred from going to town until 
such time as the general feels it  
is permissible and w ith the plea 
fo r help fo r the soldiers being 
Jim-Crowed and the six or eight 
men court-martialed: “ I f  some­
thing can be done, we of the 
Ninety-seventh Engineers would 
appreciate it . ”

Something could be done about 
the conditions at Foret de Hope 
and all the other camps where 

(Continued on page 3)
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Killing of Korean 
Prisoners-of-War 
Continues on Koje

Ruthless kilting and wounding 
of helpless Korean prisoners of 
war on the prison-island of Koje 
is continuing. A United Press re­
port on July 7 from the bleak 
rocky “ Alcatraz”  o ff the coast of 
South Korea reveals that U.S.- 
commanded guards had killed two 
more prisoners and wounded eight 
the week.before.

This latest information,, which 
also, revealed the escape of 28 
prisoners of whom 18 were re­
captured, indicates that the most 
savage measures are still re­
quired to quell the resistance of 
the prisoners. They had defied 
overwhelming armed force last 
month to expose. the lie of the 
U.S. m ilita ry command that a 
majority of prisoners would “ fo r­
cibly resist”  repatriation to 
North Korea.

A series of mass murders of 
war prisoners on Koje was clim­
axed on June 10 with the slaugh­
ter of 41 and wounding of hun­
dreds, when 6,000 U.S. troops, 
with flame-throwers and tanks, 
invaded the prison compounds 
and “ conquered”  the prisoners. 
A t that time U.S. Brig. Gen. Hay- 
dofi L. Boatner boasted that he 
had “ won”  complete control of 
the 80,000 prisoners.

“ ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE”
In the new “ disorders,”  as the 

UP dispatch describes the slay­
ings, two-prisoners were shot and 
killed and four others wounded 
“ while attempting to escape.” 
That is an excuse that has often 
been used under despotic rulers 
to cover up the murder of pris­
oners. “ Three others were shot 
fo r other rule infractions and the 
eighth was wounded fo r attempt­
ing to signal to prisoners in other 
compounds,”  says the report. I t  
adds:

“ Tear gas now is being used 
by guards to impose control when 
prisoners sing or shout after 
8 P.M. .

The truce talks in Korea reach­
ed their f irs t anniversary on July 
10. Since last December the U.S. 
m ilita ry negotiators have held up 
an agreement, using the ques­
tion of prisoner-of-war exchange 
as the pretext. (See Page 3 for 
article on One Year of the Truce 
Talks.)

Army Brass Swings Greatest 
Political Weight Since the 
Founding o f This Country

By John G. Wright
The Big-Money gang who run the Republican and Dem­

ocratic parties gave a dramatic demonstration last week 
in Chicago of their iron-fisted control over major party 
candidates and platforms. The assemblage of die-hard re­
actionaries at the Republican convention put on a TV-radio
show that should destroy any jl-®—
fusion anyone might havq le ft 
that the Republicans offer any 
hope of escape from the road 
to disaster down which the Dem­
ocrats have taken America. This 
was shown in everything they did, 
from their policy deliberations to 
the jackal-fight over the presi­
dential nomination. They stand 
fo r the very things fo r which 
they “ criticize”  the Truman ad­
ministration.

The GOP like its Democratic 
twin, is the unabashed party of 
global war. This was glaringly 
expressed in the major role play­
ed by top m ilitarists at the Re­
publican convention. The “ civ il­
ian,’ pro-Taft faction trotted to 
the fore as keynoter, Five-Star 
General MacArthur, while-* thé 
dominant Big-Money faction man­
ipulated its steam-roller fo r the 
benefit of its candidate, Five- 
Star General Eisenhower.

Never before has the m ilita ry 
caste played so major a role in 
this country’s political life. True 
of both capitalist parties, this is 
simply a b it more obvious in the 
case of the Republicans.

Between the foreign and m ilit­
ary policy of the pro-Eisenhower 
Republicans and that of the T in ­
man administration there is no 
significant difference. Between 
the pro-Taft and pro-Eisenhower 
factions the disagreement is pure­
ly tactical, relating to the tim ­
ing and pacing of war prepara­
tions, relative emphasis on devel­
oping land forces as against air 
power, etc.

On the domestic fron t the Re­
publicans are discarding all then- 
previous pretenses toward a more 
‘ ‘ l i b e r a l ’ ’ anjl “ progressive”

course. The party of “ emancipa­
tion”  has adopted an FEPC plank 
deliberately designed to be ac­
ceptable to Southern Bourbons.

The best of capitalist plat­
forms, as witnessed by the dema­
gogic campaign promises of the 
“Ned Deal,”  “ Fair Deal,”  etc. are 
not worth the paper they are 
printed on. But even under Dewey 
in 1948, the’ Republicans still fe lt 
impelled to make a few “ liberal”  
gestures. The measure of arrog­
ance of the most reactionary wing 
of capitalism was fu lly  demon­
strated at Chicago by the public 
pronouncements, from MacArthur 
through Hoover to McCarthy.

The Republicans gave the m ilit­
arists and rabid reactionaries, 
the spotlight as never before, 
then topped this performance by 
setting an all-time record in dis­
playing their own moral roten- 
nes and corruption. The pro- 
Eisenhower faction matched ah4 
surpassed its T a ft rivals in  chic­
anery, venality, cynicism and 
steam-rollering. I f  T a ft engine­
ered the “ Texas Steal,”  the pro- 
Eisenhower gang, led by Dewey 
of N.Y., perpetrated the Chicago 
Robbery. They not only stole 
back everything Taft tried to get 
away with, but added lavishly 
to the swag.

In their syndicated column, the 
Alsop brothers report that Gov.- 
Fine’s key bloc of Pennsylvania 
votes was bought by the Eisen­
hower faction with the promise 
o f federal patronage> ordinarily 
controlled by Sen. Duff. Not a 
bad deal, fo r a self-avowed “ no 
deal”  candidate.

These sordid Taft and Eiscn- 
(Continued on page 2)

Public Invited to 
Dobbs Broadcast

The public is invited to at­
tend the Convention Ball of the 
Socialist Workers Party and 
hear the acceptance speech of 
Presidential Candidate Farrell 
Dobbs as he broadcasts over a 
CBS national radio hookup.

Comrade Doobs’ address w ill 
be a feature of the gala ball to 
be held in the Grand Ball 
Room, Cornish Arms Hotel, 
311 W. 23rd St., corner of 8th 
Ave., New York City, starting 
8:30 P.M., Saturday, July 19. 
There w ill be music, entertain­
ment and refreshments. A d­
mission is $1.20, including tax.

SWP NOMINEE TO OPEN 
CAMPAIGN ON TV, RADIO

Opening gun -in the Presidential campaign of the 
Socalist Workers Party will be a series of radio and tele­
vision broadcasts. Farrell Dobbs, SWP Presidential candi­
date, w ill give several speechs on -------------------------------------------------
the Socialist anti-war program.

The radio series w ill open with 
a keynote speech by Vincent R.
Dunne, veteran labor organizer 
and socialist fighter. His keynote 
address w ill be broadcast over the 
Mutual network, Thursdav, July 
17, 10:45 P.M. to 11:00 P.M.

This w ill be followed by an ad­
dress by Farrell Dobbs on “ The 
Choice—Atomic Destruction or 
Enduring Peace.”  This w ill be 
delivered on CBS-TV, Saturday 
July 19, 1:30 P.M. to 1:45 P.M. 
from the convention hall of The 
Socialist Workers Party.

On Saturday, July 19 another 
address by the SWP candidate fo r 
uresident w ill be broadcast over 
CBS-Radio, 11:15 P.M. to 11:30 
P.M., from The SWP Convention 
Ballroom.

There w ill be three broadcasts 
on Sunday, July 20. The firs t 
Sunday address w ill be on “ The 
F igh t against the Witch Hunt.”
This speech w ill be heard on 
NBC-radio, at 3:15 P.M. to 3:30 
P.M.

On ABC-TV, Farrell Dobbs 
w ill speak again on the war ques­
tion, from 8:00 P.M. to 8:15 P.M.,
Sunday July 20.

Later Sunday night, from 11:15 
P.M. to 11:30 P.M., on ABC-Ra- 
dio, the SW1P candidate w ill 
speak again on civil rights.

On Sunday, July 27, 4:45 PJH. 
to 5:00 PJM., NBC-TV, Dobbs w ill 
speak on “ A Program fo r Negro 
Equality.”

On August 1, Dobbs wall be in­
terviewed on a program broad­
cast over CBS-TV, at 11:00 to 
11:15 P.M.

FARRELL DOBBS

A ll times given arc Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time.

A ll those interested in hearing 
these fighting  socialist speeches, 
shoul3 contact their local radio 
stations to ma’ke sure they w ill 
carry these broadcasts.

Copies of the speeches w ill be 
available to listeners who write 
to 116 University Place, N.Y. 
3, N.Y.

See Schedule 
of Broadcasts 

on Page 2
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Reuther’s ” Just-One-l\Hor e-Chance”  Slogan
W itch-H unter

By Thomas Raymond
Labor party talk is reported 

again in the CIO. This is a good 
sign, because nothing is more im­
portant to the working people 
than a clean break from (he two 
old parties, both of which arc 
controlled by the capitalist class. 
The need of the hour is a new 
party based on the powerful un­
ion movement. _

Ashe)' Lauren, labor columnist 
of the Detroit News,-who is usual­
ly well informed on CIO matters, 
Wrote on June 22:

“Third-party talk is cropping 
up in the ranks of the CIO de­
spite a ban by the organization’s 
officialdom against such derelic­

tion from the political line to 
which the CIO’s Political Action 
Committee (PAC) is presently 
hewing.

“ I t  is confined mostly to a 
sprinkling of die-hard fugitives 
from the Republican and Demo­
cratic parties who nearly a de­
cade ago launched th<\ now de­
funct Michigan 'Commonwealth 
Federation.

“ Nevertheless, i t  is there and 
this reveals that beneath the sur­
face, the CIO has never discard­
ed entirely its  earlier plan to 
build a new political party based 
on a coalition of labor, farm and 
other wage-earner groups.”

This revival of labor party talk

L y in g  In fo rm e r In d ic te d

is all to the good, but some of 
the uses to which i t  is put by the 
labor officialdom are not good. 
Reuther of the auto workers un­
ion is particularly adept at play­
ing a d irty  game w ith labor par­
ty  sentiment that exists in  the 
ranks. Before election he starts 
this game, after the election he 
drops it.

What Reuther and other union 
officers do is give some encour-; 
agement to ta lk of a labor party 
as the election comes closer. This 
is calculated fo r a double effect. 
■Qn the one hand, i t  is used to 
strengthen the bargaining power 
of the union heads with the Dem­
ocratic Party. On the other hand, 
it  is used to placate the militants 
who don’t  see any p ro fit fo r labor 
in the pro-Democratic Party 
orientation that has been foisted 
on the »union movement by its 
present leaders.

Thus the slogan of the pre-elec­
tion period is: “ Pitch in boys and 
work fo r the Democratic Party. 
We’re giving them one last 
chance. I f  they don’t  come 
through, we launch our own party 
next time.”  This is the kind of 
talk that is used to l i f t  the flag ­
ging spirits of m ilitants who have 
been through this fake “ New 
Deal”  and “ Fair Deal" routine 
too many times.

Reuther did this in 1948. In the 
summer preceding the election, he 
issued a call fo r a “ new party,” 
to be formed after the November 
voting. A fte r the election, cal­
culating that the “ call”  had serv­
ed its twofold purpose, he forgot 
all about it. Now, as the. |Presi- 
dential election season approaches 
once more, the same kind of game 
is being played.

Lauren concludes his Detroit 
News column on Labor Party 
ta lk w ith the words: “ The «¡third 
party proponents say that unless 
labor feets a ‘Better Deal’ next 
time there w ill be a powerful 
third political party in the field 
by 1956.”  The weakness of this 
kind of talk, is that a Labor Par­
ty cannot be formed on any basis 
except the rejection of the old 
.parties. The one-more-chance 
scheme .of thinking has stretched 
out into an endless chain of one- 
more-chances.

Walter Reuther’s statement 
during his Detroit conference 
w ith Kefauver falls under the 
same heading of back-the-Demo- 
crats-just-once-more-boys t a l k .  
He said: “ The CIO is not loyal 
to the Democratic Party, but to 
the platform of the political par­
ty  when i t  represents the ideals 
in which we believe.”  IIow can 
workers take this threat seriously

when the CIO leaders have been 
“ loyal” to the Democrats fo r so 
many years despite the continual 
disloyalty of the Democrats to 
labor?

PROMISES ARE CHEAP
Lauren’s June 22 column puts 

the finger on the reason’s for 
Reuther’s remarks. He says: “ The 
platforms of the Democrats 
through the New Deal and the 
Fair Deal ‘years -have conformed 
much more closely to the CIO’s 
ideals than the Republican Par­
ty ’s platforms.

“ However.* . . the CIO has yet 
to see most of the objectives the 
platforms espoused gained in 
their entirety.

“ In fact, over the years, many 
ClO’ers have been downright mad 
at the Democrats fo r promising 
so much and failing to come 
through.”

“ I t  is these ‘many ClO’ers’ that 
Reuther has in mind when he. 
makes threats against the Demo­
cratic Party. He figures he ought 
to act mad too. But sooner or la­
ter, CIO militants w ill see that 
Reuther is playing the same game 
with them that the Democratic 
Party lias been playing w ith the 
CIO. Act mad, make platform 
promises,' but continue the same 
old course.

Let's Look ot the Bright Side
“ No matter how d ifficu lt things get in life, i t  is well 

to remember that they could always be worse.”  This pearl 
©f wisdom does not spring from the pen of the author of 
Pollyanna. I t  is the latest advice®-

Sen. Pat McCarran (D. Nev.) 
gloatingly holds up one finger 
to show the one-vote margin 
of victory in  the adoption'of 
the McCarran-Walter immigra­
tion and naturalization law. 
His “Iron Curtain” Act virtual­
ly cuts off immigration to U.S., 
particularly from eastern and 
southern Europe and Asia.

Harry A. Jarvinen (second from left), Seattle travel agency 
executive and formerly a Finnish soldier in the Soviet-Finnish 
war. was indicted by a federal grand jury on a charge of faking  
a “tip” to the FBI and State Department that Prof. Owen Latti- 
more. Far Eastern expert, was planning a visit to the Soviet Union. 
The State Department issued a secret “stop-order” to prevent 
Lattimore frobi leaving the country. Lattimore was smeared whet» 
this story was leaRed out to the press. Jarvinen is shown with 
his attorney and wife.

Letters from Readers
Taft-Hartley and 
Right of Revolution

Editor: Here is a letter sent 
to the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
by James O. Monroe, publisher of 
the Collinsville, 111. Herald. I t  is 
fa r d ifferent from anything I 
ever expected a publisher of a 
capitalist paper to write.

D.C.
St. Louis

To the Editor: The steelwork­
ers would not be in violation of 
any law fo r refusing to return to 
work on the order of their union 
officials, fo r the law does not say 
so, nor even make any sugges-

Radio-TV
Schedule
H e a r the  
Socia list 
A n ti-W a r  

Candidates
The Presidential cam­

paign of the Socialist 
Workers Party will open 
with the following series 
of radio; and television 
broadcasts to be carried 
coast-to-coast:
Thursday. July 17

10:45-11:0O P.M. Mutual 
Radio Keynote Speech 

Saturday. July 19
1-SO- 1:45 PM . CBS-TV

Saturday. July 19
1 1 - 1 5 - 1 1 P .M .  CBS-Radio

Sunday. .Tulv 20
315- 3:30 P .M .  NBC-Radio

Sunday, July 20
8:00- 8-15 P M , ABC-TV 

Sunday. July 20 
11 15-11:30 P.M. ABC-Radio 

Friday. August 1 
11:00-11:15 P.M. CBS-TV 

(A ll Eastern Daylight 
Saving Time)

tion, and obviously i t  carries no 
penalty i f  they do refuse to work; 
1 hardly need to suggest tha t co­
ercions proposed without penal­
ties are nugatory.

I take the credit, or the dis­
credit as you m ight prefer' to 
say, fo r unmasking this preten­
sion of the Taft-Hartley law, and 
in a statement to the House La­
bor Committee in Washington on 
March 12, 1949, I  predicted that 
shortly there would be a strike 
where an injunction would be is­
sued upon the union and officials 
to send the men back to work— 
which would be all the law calls 
for—and that the men, knowin 
fu ll well that the order was sent 
out unwillingly, to escape the 
penalties applicable to the union 
and the officers only, would sim­
ply fa il to follow it. That is what 
happened, I may say at my sug­
gestion, in the instance of the 
third injunction suit against the 
coal miners. That is what would 
haopen i f  an injunction were in ­
voked against the steelworkers.

There is no more defiance of 
government than any suit to test 
the valid ity of an unconstitutional 
act or the wrongful application 
of a valid act.

In considering this matter I 
am always reminded of the ef­
fo rt at national prohibition where­
in penalties were imposed on 
makers and sellers of intoxicants, 
but none on drinkers. The osten­
sible thesis was that the drinkers 
would come in and testify against 
the purveyors of liquor, when 
actually i t  put them on the side 
of the law violators because they 
wanted something to drink. Act­
ually, the makers of the law were 
afraid to undertake to penalize 
the drinkers. Likewise, the w rit­
ers of the Taft-Hartley law were 
afraid to f ix  penalties on work­
ers directly. And they are afraid 
to do so now, though doubtless 
many of them would like to do 
so. Maybe you would too; I 
wouldn’t, and even i f  I  did I  have 
no illusions that any such com­
pulsions could be enforced: the 
constitution stands in the way 
of that, and beyond that is the 
.right of revolution, which has 
some standing in American his­
tory.

James O. Monroe

LATEST f . l .  MAGAZINE FEATURES 
"BOOM, BUST AND W AR" ARTIGES

“ The great pivot upon which 
all modern world history turns 
is the future of American capi­
talism.”  But this pivot is shaky, 
and unable to provide a secure 
future fo r world capitalism, Har­
ry  Frankel proves in hig study 
of the structure of U.S. imperial­
ism in  an article published in the 
Mny-June .issue of Fourth In te r­
national, Marxist bi-mynthly 
magazine.

Tracing the economic and social 
structure of the U .S ., in the .'fe 
years since the beginning of 
World War I, Frankel points out 
that “ Two gigantic and immen­
sely destructive wars bracket the 
period. . . The interval between 
the wars is marked by the stag­
nation or decline of world trade 
and capitalist oroduction,”  capped 
¡by the great depression of the 
30’s.

Discussing the crisis of mod­
ern capitalism, Frankei’s well- 
documented and sober study lays 
bare the basic structure upon 
which the workings of the system 
must rest.

Chief structural characteristic 
of the system, Frankel states, 
basing himself on Marx, is the 
“ necessity to expand at an ac­
celerated rate.”  His study des­
cribes how the processes of the 
capitalist production system and 
the market frustrate this need.

Major problem confronting im 
perialism is the inability to ex­
port capital in sufficient quantity 
to provide an outlet fo r the great 
accumulations of capital. The 
crisis of U.S. imperialism is 
graphically described in figures 
which show the precipitate de-

clrne in foreign investments. 
What is happening in this sector 
is contrasted w ith the relation 
between foreign investments and 
the domestic economy of Great 
B rita in  in its hey-day.

The developing economic crisis 
is characterized by the substitu­
tion of an arms sector fo r the im­
perialist sector fo r investment of 
capital and expansion. This fact 
is in itse lf the single greatest 
impetus toward World War I I I .  
W ithout a war economy and war 
itself, the apparently stable U.S. 
economy would collapse.

INFLATION AND ARMS
A second ai'ticle describing the 

“ Boom, Bust and War”  predica­
ment of American capitalism, is 
“ Inflation and the Arms Econ­
omy”  by the veteran Marxist 
Avne Swabeck. This article an­
alyzes the process by which the 
arms economy builds up a dis­
astrous inflation. A Marxist an­
alysis is presented of effects of 
the credit system, the function 
of loan capital, the monetary in­
flation, monopoly, etc.

An extremely interesting and 
inspiring analysis of the Bolivian 
revolution, written by a leader 
of the Revolutionary Workers 
Party, Bolivian section of the 
Fourth International, 'Guillermo 
Lora, provides the reader w ith a 
historical background, and under­
standing of the dynamic Bolivian 
proletariat.

This is the firs t of two articles 
which trace Bolivia’s anti-imper­
ialist and domestic class struggle 
from the Chaco war to the pre­
sent.

Guillermo Lora, leader of the 
Bolivian section of the Fourth 
International, has been associated 
with all the major 'straggles of 
the Bolivian tin miners, and has 
served terms in prisons and con­
centration camps. The recent rev­
olution restored his liberty and 
he is once again in the thick of 
the straggle.

V. Grey d i s c u s s e s  “ Wall 
Street’s Dilemma in Japan.”  Am 
analysis of the Japanese “ Peace” 
treaty, reveals the relation be­
tween this alliance and U.S. im ­
perialism’s plans to destroy the 
revolutionary upsurge in Asia, 
prim arily that which has removed 
China from the imperialist orbit.

GERMAN WAR CONTRACT
The main editorial in the May- 

June Fourth International, exam­
ines the German “ Contract,”  and 
from the dynamics of the events 
draws the conclusion, “ The count­
er-revolutionary war against tl)e 
anti-imperialist'bloc of nations is 
now fast approaching the shoot­
ing stage.”

Readers w ill alsp be interested 
in the analysis of the recent 
elections in Ceylon presented in 
a letter from a correspondent in 
Ceylon.

For anyone who wants to un­
derstand the fundamental pro­
cesses leading to World War I I I ,  
this issue of Fourth Internation­
al is indispensable. I t  may be 
ordered by w riting  Fourth Inter­
national, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N.Y. The lViagazine 
is 25c a copy, $1.25 fo r a six-is­
sue subscription, $2.50 fo r a 12- 
issue subscription.

Big Money Holds Reins

Subscribe!
Start your subscription now. Clip the coupon and mail it 

in today. Send $1 for six months subscription or $2 for a full 
year to The Militant, 116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.
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hower transactions were, of 
course, minor operations within 
the framework of the really ma-1 
jo r operation behind the Repub­
lican convention conducted bv the 
Big-Money-Bags. The Taft-Eisen- 
hower fracas was at bottom a 
squabble between two groups of 
financiers, bankers and indus­
trialists.

Barrow Lyons, w riting  in the 
weekly magazine the Nation, 
July 5, names some of the back­
ers on each side, who spent “ vast 
sums." Mr. Lyons has inside in ­
formation gained in serving 14 
years .as economist fo r the Secu­
rities and Exchange Commission.

His lis t of Eisenhower’s back­
ers reads: “ Winthrop W. Aldrich, 
chairman Chase National Bank, 
N.Y.; Thomas I  'Parkinson, presi­
dent Eouitable L ife  and director 
Chase National Bank, N.Y.; Ho­
ward C. Petersen, president Fi- 
delity-Philadelphia Trust Co., 
Phila.; Philip D. Reed, chairman 
General Electric and Internation­
al General Electric, N.Y.: Henrv 
deW. Collier, executive Standard 
Oil of Calif, and chairman of 
Arabian-American Oil Co.: J.
Frank Drake, chairman Gulf Oil 
Co., Pittsburgh, and director] 
GViase National Bank; John Hay I 
Wbitnev, J H. Whitney and Co.,
N Y.; Ernest T. Weir, chairman 
National Steel Corp., Pittsburgh; 
John I.. Oollyer. president B.F, 
Goodrich Co., Akron.

“Clarence Francis, chairman 
General Foods Corp.. N.Y.; W11-* 
' ’am E'. Levis, president Owens- 
T'Hnois Glass Co., Toledo; J. 
Pavid Zellerbaeh, p r e s i d e n t  
Crown-Zellerbach Corn., San 
Prancisco: Thomas McCabe, pres­
ident Scott Paner Co, Chester, 
Pa.: Fred G. Gurley, .president 
Atchison, Toneka and Santa Fe; 
Aksel W. Neilsen, president Title

Guarantee Co., Denver; Henry 
Ford II, Ford Motor Co., Detroit; 
Paul G. Hoffman, chairman Ford 
Foundation; General Lucius Clay, 
chaiman Continental Can Co. 
N.Y.”

To this lis t must be added 
Morgan, Mellon, General Motors, 
several Texas oil millionaries, 
sundry other luminaries.

TAFT BACKERS
On Taft’s side there were: “ B. 

E. Hutchinson, director Chrysler 
Corp., Detroit; Rear Admiral 
Lewis L. Strauss, USNR, finan­
cial adviser to the Rockefellers 
and former partner of Kuhn, 
Loeb and Co. N.Y.; Henry H. 
Timken Jr., chairman Timken 
Roller Bearings, Canton, O.; 
George Wharton Pepper, chair­
man of executive committee F i­
delity-Philadelphia Trust Co., 
Phila.; Charles A. Edison, chair­
man Thomas A. Edison, Inc., 
West Orange, N.J.; Gen. Robert 
E. Wood, chairman Sears, Roe­
buck, Chi.

“ Edgar M. Queeny, chairman 
Monsanto Chemical, St. Louis; 
.Edward L. Reyerson, Inland 
Steel Corp., Chicago; Robert H. 
Morse Jr., chainVian Fairbanks, 
Morse and Co., Chi.; John D.M. 
Hamilton, attorney fo r Pew oil 
and shipping interests, Phila.; 
Benjamin S. Katz, president 
Gruen Watch Co., Cincinnati; 
Joseph B. Hall, president Kroger 
Co., Cinci.; Louis E. Leverone, 
vice-chairman Automatic Can­
teen Co. of America, Chi.; A l­
bert Woods, president Commer­
cial Solvents Corp., N.Y.; C.S. 
Tomkins, president Tomkins 
Products, Detroit; Frederick Cj 
Crawford, president Thompson 
Products, Cleveland; Col. Robert 
R. McCormick, publisher Chicago 
Tribune; Arch W. Shaw, director 
Shaw-Walker Co., Chicago.”

The cleavage in the Republic-

an delegations, i t  w ill be noted, 
reflected this cleavage between 
Middle Western and Eastern Sea­
board capitalists. Moreover, these 
gentlemen by no means limited 
themselves to supplying funds, 
but intervened actively w ith 
“ pressure”  of their own upon the 
delegations. For example, in the 
case of the strategic state of 
Michigan:

“ Here,”  report the Alsop bro­
thers, “ the battle, curiously 
enough, seems \o have been 
fought between three great in ­
dustrial corporations. The chief 
executives of • the Chrysler Co. 
were for Sen. Taft; while the 
leaders of the Ford Co. and Gen­
eral Motors favored Gen. Eisen­
hower. A ll three companies have 
vast influence on the Republican 
Party in their state.”

A  similar study of the Dem­
ocratic Party would show that i t  
too is backed and dominated by 
Big Business, often by the very 
same companies that support the 
Republican. Ferdinand 'Lundberg 
in his book America’s 60 Families, 
published in 1937, demonstrated 
this w ith  a mountain of evidence, 
proving that both Democrats and 
Republicans are owned lock, 
stock and barrel by Big Business.

Representing the interests of 
Big Money, those twin parties 
both stand fo r bigger and better 
war preparations and eventual 
war: fo r the continuation of the 
“ police action”  in Korea; fo r in ­
tensified inflation and heavier 
taxes; fo r the spreading witch­
hunt and eventual destruction of 
all civil liberties; fo r an unin­
terrupted decline of living stand­
ards and the worsening of work­
ing conditions.

Fn brief, to continue either 
Democrats or Republicans in of­
fice means to continue all the 
evils of the decaying capitalist 
system.

Jim Crow Violence 
On Cicero Model 
Flairs in Chicago

(Continued from page 1)
from, moving into an apartment 
¿hey had rented. The police chief 
and two cops of that Chicago 
suburb were convicted, following 
a federal grand ju ry  investiga­
tion, but got o ff w ith slap-on-the- 
w ris t fines, this constituted a 
green ligh t to other racists to 
go ahead w ith similar tactics.

The attack on the Union build 
ing had been brewing fo r over a 
month, * a cop stationed in the 
neighborhood told M ilitant ’ re­
porters. Neighbors exchanged 
knowing glances and indulged in 
a whispering campaign in local 
groceries and on the streets so 
that when the word was finally 
given that i t ,  was time to act, 
3,000 persons quickly gathered 
and proceeded with the work of 
destruction.

Reason fo r the ineffectiveness 
¡b'f ’ the police in preventing the 
violence was indicated by the a t 
titudes expressed by cops on the 
scene today. “ Chicago is a para­
dise fo r them, and that’s why so 
many of them come up here,”  one 
■policeman said of colored rest 
dents. “ They even run them on 
a ticket and give them some good 
Irish or Dutch name to get them 
elected. . . .  I t  wouldn’t  be so 
bad i f  they stayed in their own 
section, or even spread out from 
there, but when they jump into 
new neighborhoods to form is 
lands (in the white population) 
then we have trouble.”

NOT SURPRISING
With law enforcement officers 

who let their prejudices show like 
tha t even when they are making 
an effort to he objective i t  is not 
surprising that hoodlums and pro­
fessional bigots are not discour­
aged by a show of police force 
against anti-Negro mob action.

A vis it today to the scene of 
similar violence in Cicero in July 
1951 le ft no doubt as to who had 
won in that fracas. The large 
apartment house in that quiet 
suburb stands like a monument 
to the effectiveness of mob action 
in preventing Negroes from mov 
ing out of the crowded ghettoes: 
A ll the windows and doors are 
boarded up. A padlock, rather 
than a knocker, decorates the door 
and all over the exterior are 
placards announcing: “ This Prop­
erty under the control of Henry 
5. Banach, Receiver, ljy  order 
Superior Court of Cook County, 
Illinois.”

A thick growth of weeds and 
brush have replaced the well- 
kept lawns that Harvey Clark 
and his beauty-loving fam ily 
hoped to enjoy.

from A F L - Teamster’s satrap, 
Daniel J. Tobin.

“ The trouble with the average 
human is that he only looks at the: 
little  misfortunes and seldom ac­
knowledges the little  blessings. It  
seems we are living in an age of 
discontent, spread throughout the 
world,”  says Tobin. It«begins to 
come out that the “ discontent”  the 
potentate of the teamsters union 
is talking about is the dissatisfac­
tion of union memberships w ith1 
their leaders.

TRAGIC CASE 
“ I have recently had an exper­

ience with a man whose case I  re­
gard as tragic,”  says the old goon- 
master. “ He found fau lt with his 
local, the labor movement, and 
was always looking fo r a chance 
to throw a few knocks at the in 
ternational. The fellow had s ta ll­
ed from nothing and attained' a 
position of good pay and respon 
sibility, but he persisted in find­
ing fault. He was chronically dis­
contented.”
. Obviously this kind of case is 

of special interest to Tcrbm. 
Usually in such cases he dispatch­
es a crew of Cicero gangsters to 
teach this type of fellow to look 
at the bright side of things. But 
in this case, Tobin says, “ I ’m 
sorry to say ire has been stricken 
with an ailment from which he 
may not recover.”

Newark SWP Gets 
New Headquarters

NEWARK, July 10—The So­
cialist Workers Party today an­
nounced that i t  w ill open.a new 
hea’dquarters at 52 Market St., 
corner of Plane, on Aug. 1.

The new hall w ill serve as state 
campaign headquarters fo r the 
SWP in this year’ s election. In 
addition to Socialist Workers 
Party presidential and vice-presi­
dential candidates, the New Jer­
sey ballot tw ill have the names 
of George Breitman fo r U.S. Sen­
ator and W illiam E. BoTiannan 
for Congress from the 11th Dis­
trict.

STRANGE AILM EN T
The exact nature of the a il­

ment is not revealed, but of course 
there is a strong likelihood the 
critic suffered a mysteriously 
cracked skull, plus internal in ju r­

ies usually identified with brass 
knuckles and black-jacks.

“ Now,- looking back,”  Tobin 
continues, '“ this »nan can see 
where be failed to enjoy the bless­
ings he had.”  A fte r all, looking 
buck, i t ’s pretty good to be all 
in one piece.

Drawing the moral of this sad 
tale, Tobin says, “ Such a tragedy 
can happen to any of us i f  we 
do not guard against a constant 
State of grouchiness and discon­
tent. . . . Each day we should look 
around us and note how the books 
balance. Most of us w ill find we 
•probably have received more 
blessings than we have earned."

No doubt every time Tobin 
turns around, in his swanky Rome, 
in his big car, w ith his fa t bank 
balance, this thought occurs to 
him. The disproportion ; between 
the blessings he enjoys, and what 
he has earned is colossal.

DON’T COMPLAIN
The thing is, i f  you are a mem­

ber of the Teamsters Union, don’t  
complain about the parasites who 
■head your union. Tomorrow you 
may contract an even worse dis­
ease.

Who knows, tomorrow even the 
foul old hypocrite Tobin may be. 
stricken by an ailment frOm whidh 
he w ill not recover, such as an 
epidemic of union militancy and 
democracy. Then he w ill have 
that much’ less to complain about. 
Let’s look at the bright side.

A fte r all. just because every 
dark cloud that darkens unionism 
has his pockets lined w ith silver, 
doesn’t mean the sun won’t  shine 
again.

— Joseph Andrews

THS M I L I T A N T  ARMY
New York has completed its 

M ilitant subscription drive with 
very good results. Literature 

A '« 'cu t E t h e l  S. 
writes, “ We com­
pleted our drive with 
a total of 121 sub­
scriptions. Of these 
57 are new subs. ~We 
also sold eight subs 
to Fourth Interna-; 
tional. Top sub-get-: 
ters are Joyce with 
476 points; Julie, 
350 points, Calvin,: 
¿71; Cathy, 260; and 

Milton, 255 points.
“ During the campaign our sub­

getters came across many highly 
interesting reactions and inci­
dents,”  Ethel continues. “ In one 
case a Negro worker who took a 
sub to The M ilitant buys four ad­
ditional copies each week from 
Joyce and distributes them among 
his shopmates. Joyce, Julie, and 
Cathy .continue to v is it subscrib­
ers 'many of whom are being 
drawn closer to us politically to­
day. Calvin sets an example in 
winning friends of The M ilitant 
in the factoiy where he works. 
Most of his subs came from his 
shopmates who have been read­
ing The M ilitant now fo r several 
years.

“Our salesmen found at almost 
every door they knocked on, op­
position tp the U. S. role in the 
Korean war. And among subscrib­
ers a real sympathy fo r our pro­
gram to end this war and also 
our slogan fo r a labor party. A l­
though our campaign is over, we 
w ill continue to keep our eyes 
open fo r new M ilitant subscrib­
ers and we w ill continue to v is it 
old subscribers fo r renewals.”  

Detroit has begun a vigorous 
M ilitant sub campaign, securing 
23 subs the firs t time out. L itera­
ture Agent Janet writes, “ Twenty 
one M ilitant and two F I subs. 
There should be more to follow 
soon i f  the response is as te rrific  
as i f  was this last week.”

“ The Philadelphia comrades are 
still plugging despite the weath­

er’s lack of cooperation,”  writes 
Literature' Agent C. R. “ Last 
week we sold six renewals, 11 
single copies, and two pamphlets 
in our door to door work. This 
Sunday we are going out fo r new 
subs.”  y .  , v ,

Helen S. writes Minneapolis 
M ilitant Sub C a m p a I*«g n Is 
over, in fact, but the enthusiasm 
fo r selling The M ilitan t and get­
ting subs is a part of the daily 
life  around here. Chester brought 
in two new subs this week awl 
Robert brought in a new six 
month sub from a striking steel­
worker.”

Lou reports good sales in Akron 
of the H a iry  Moore pamphlet. He 
sold 35 copies in a federal hous­
ing project and Kay and Susan 
sold 15 more a few days later. 
Lou writes that The M ilitan t is 
very well known in the project 
from Sunday morning sales made 
there in the past, and that he 
sold a sub there to one woman 
who wanted to be sure she would 
not miss her copies of the paper.

¡Many thanks to B.PJ., a 
friend in Canada, who sends in a 
$2 donation along w ith his re­
newal to The M ilitant arxj Fourth 
International.

Thanks also to G.P., of Base­
line, Mich, who includes an extra 
50c contribution with his re­
newals.

COMING
Watch for full text of radio 

and TV  speeches by Farrell 
Dobbs, Presidential candidate of 
the Socialist Workers Party, in 
coming issues of The Militant.
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Union Action on Gag Law
Another voice has been added to the growing demand 

of organized labor that the Smith .“ Gag” Law be repealed. 
The International Woodworker, monthly publication of the 
CIO International Woodworkers Union, stated June 25:

“ We, of the IWA agree with a minority of the U,S/ 
Supreme Court which says the .Smith Act of 1940 whit­
tles dangerously at the principle of freedom of speech 
written in our Constitution and engrained in our political 
tradition.

“ In other words, conviction of the 9 Communists un­
der the Smith Act was an abridgement of some of the 
freedoms exemplified in the entity known as ‘America, 
Land o’ the Free.’

“ The Reds were convicted of ‘advocating the over­
throw of the government by force,’ because, in the Court’s 
majority opinion, their advocacy presented a ‘clear and 

¡ present danger’ to the nation.”
This is one of the few union statements which con­

demns the specific prosecution and convictions against the 
Communist Party. The statement also protests the con­
viction of the “ 18 Minneapolis Trotskyites convicted under 
the act in 1941.”

The Woodworker draws an interesting example to 
show how the Smith Act could be used against the union 
movement:

“ Let’s take a not-too-far-fetched example of what we 
fear when ‘advocating’ becomes a felony. Let us suppose 
the steel companies refused to grant adequate benefits to 
the steel workers, and the government imposed thp selec­
tive service act upon striking steel workers. But suppose 
the steel workers ‘declined’ and one of them got up and 
said ‘to hell with this slave labor stuff. To the devil with 
those bureaucrats who tell us we gotta work. We ought 
to string ’em up by their ears.’

“ I t  is doubtful this will happen in the next year or so. 
I t  might never happen. But i f  i t  did, would we want to 
put that loud-mouth in prison for ‘advocating’ the over­
throw of the government by force?

“ Well, actually, that’s probably less a danger than an­
other one. The other one is that the conviction of the 9 
reds w ill be used in fashioning word-weapons against other 
civil liberties, liberalism and economic justice.

“ The fact that we thought twice about writing this 
editorial convinces us. . . that unless this danger is over­
come, the day could arrive in America when too many 
people will remain silent — and when those who don’t  be 
quiet will be flirting  with prison sentences!”

This basically correct stand, which recognizes the 
threat to, labor implicit in the prosecutions depriving.poli­
tical' minorities of their civil rights, now is the point of, 
view of a sizeable section of the labor movement.,

What is lacking is an organized campaign to fight 
the Smith Act prosecutions, to demand amnesty for all its 
victims, and to mobilize mass sentiment for its repeal.

A Dangerous Proposal
James B. Carey, president of the CIO International 

Union of Electrical Workers (IUE) and CIO secretary- 
treasurer, made a very dangerous proposal in his recent 
testimony before the Senate Sub-Committee on Labor 
and Labor-Management Relations. He urged that the De­
partment of Defense be given power to force employers, 
by injunction and withholding of contracts, to discon­
tinue collective bargaining relations with any union de­
clared, after “ investigation,”  to be a “ securty, risk.”

This shocking proposal, which is strictly in the spirit 
of the Taft-Hartley Act, is motivate^ by Carey’s desire 
to secure governmental aid in his jurisdictional war against 
the United Electrical Workers (UE), which was expelled 
from the CIO*in 1949 as “ Communist.”

Carey no doubt thought he had worked out a super- 
duper clever means to put the heat on such corporations 
as General Electric, which have been playing o ff the split 
unions against each other. By such means he hopes to 
make these corporations deal w ith his own IUE exclusive­
ly. He claimed, fo r instance, that GE and the other “ multi­
million dollar corporations of our industry have commit­
ted something very close to treason”  by “ encouraging and 
assisting the survival of UE.”

Cafey might get his proposal or a reasonable facsimile 
thereof put through, but i t  would not work out quite as 
he foresees. Indeed, he might find his own union under 
’“ investigation” as a “ security risk”  and subject to De­
partment of Defense intervention to force the companies 
with which IUE has contracts to discontinue them. The 
CIO Steel Workers now on strike could be charged with 
“ sabotage of defense”  and the steel corporations ordered 
not to deal with Philip Murray’s union.

When Carey runs to the witch-hunters and labor- 
haters in the government to give him a hand in his juris­
dictional war with the UE, he is confessing his own bank­
ruptcy as a union leader. I f  he put forward the kind of 
militant program and fighting action that would win bene­
fits  for the electrical industry workers, he would not have 
to worry about the UE. Its members Would soon come 
flocking to the IUE-CIO.

General Electric and the congressmen are not apt to 
jump at Carey’s holler about the “ two sinister hazards” 
of “political strikes”  and “ espionage and sabotage” -if the 
corporations continue to deal with UE. That kind of pro­
paganda was firs t put out by the corporations and red­
baiting politicians themselves to split the UE-CIO in 1949. 
The CIO leaders took the bait then ; but the corporations 
are too slick to be caught now with their own line.

We hold no brief for the UE as against the IUE. We 
urged the workers to remain in IUE when the split came 
three years ago. But we warn in the strongest possible 
terms of the damage that could be done to any and all 
unions i f  the government were to get the kind of anti­
union weapon Carey proposes to placé in its ..hands.

Seattle SWP and ACLU Support 
PR’s Case Against Loyalty Oath

SEATTLE, July 1 — Attorney 
Kenneth A. MacDonald yester­
day filed a brief in the State 
Supreme Court in  behalf of Danj 
iel Roberts, Socialist Workers 
candidate fo r mayor, supporting 
the Progressive Party c as e  
against the loyalty oath provision 
for candidates fo r public office 
This is the second time Roberts 
has gone to court over the oat'h, 
He challenged i t  firs t last Feb­
ruary.

The present case in the Su-* 
preme Court arises from an ap­
peal taken by Secretary of State 
Earl Coe from th é 'decision last 
May b y , ’Superior : Court Judge 
Charles T. W right that the loyal­
ty oath fo r candidates is uncon­
stitutional. ■

Another brief supporting the 
Progressive Party in  its legal 
stand was filed by attorneys rep­
resenting the American ’Civil L i­
berties Union. The AOLTJ also 
participated in the earlier Rob­
erts case.

The SWP and ACLU solidarity 
action in the present, case is in 
refreshing contrast to the course 
followed in the ¡Roberts case by 
the leaders of the Washington 
State Progressive Party and their 
attorney, C. T. Hatten. In  the

Roberts case, these Stalinist lead' 
ers intervened with an amicus 
curiae (friend of the court) brief 
asking the Supreme Court to 
throw the case, o ijt on a technic­
ality.

This act o f treachery, disrupt­
i n g  united action among the op- 
nponehts of the loyalty oath and 

similar witch-hunting measures; 
was bitterly denounced by the 
SWP and many members of the 
Progressive Party.

“ HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN”
“ We have not fogotten the 

stab in the back that the 'PP 
leaders dealt in .our case,”  stated 
Daniel Roberts. “ However,,we do 
not believe in' retaliating in kind. 
We are filin g  a stipporting brief 
in the Progressive Party case to 
demonstrate to the judges and 
to the public that Our ranks are 
solid in the fig h t to maintain free 
speech.”
_ “ We don’t  expect any thanks 

from the Stalinist leadership fo r 
our supporting legal brief,”  he 
said. “ In fact we expect their 
current slandei* campaign against 
us to be intensified, since the 
principled actions of the SWP 
never fa il to infuriate, them.”

The Supreme Court beard oral

A n ti-W a r Dem onstrators

Japanese policy at Osaka examining some of the scores of 
injured participants in anti-war demonstrations in Japan on the 
second anniversary of the Korean war, which began June 25, 1950. 
Many of (he hundreds of thousands of Koreans brought as slave 
laborers to Japan during World War I I  and denied “ voluntary 
repatriation’ back to Korea since 1945, joined the demonstrations. 
Police attacked marchers with tear gas and clubs.

pleadings this morning in the 
case of the Progressive Party. 
C. T .. Hatten, the PP attorney!; 
confined argument against the 
oath to one narrow point of 'law ; 
namely,*that, the legislature does 
not have the power to add fu r ­
ther qualifications fo r state of­
fice holders whose qualifications 
are provided fo r in the state con­
stitution. •

To grant the legislature such 
powers, Hatten m a i n t a i n e d ,  
would strike at the rig h t of the 
people to . set qualifications fo r 
officials and thereby strike at 
their r igh t to choose their of­
ficers. This was ithe grounds on 
which Judge Charles T. W right 
declared the loyalty oath provi­
sion unconstitutional fo r a cer­
tain class of elected state of­
ficers.

SWP, ACLU DEFEND 
FREE SPEECH

In the brie f filed fo r the SWP, 
Kenneth MacDonald a V g u e d  
against the loyalty oath provision 
on the grounds that i t  violated 
fundamental civil rights. He ask­
ed the judges to declare that 
eyery citizen has a civil r igh t 
•to run fo r public office and that 
this r igh t may not be abridged 
because of the candidate’s polit­
ical beliefs. MacDonald maintain­
ed that by interfering w ith  a 
citizen’s r igh t to free expression, 
the loyalty,oath also invaded the 
public’s r igh t to free and equal 
elections. The attorneys fo r the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
took the same position.

WRONG ANSWER
In contrast to this clear stand 

on the basic issue of freedom of 
speech, Hatten confined himself 
to what is essentially a legal 
gimmick; and was unable to up­
hold civil liberties under question­
ing from the judges. Thus, when 
asked whether the oath would 
be constitutional in his opinion 
i f  the people of the state passed 
a constitutional amendment pro­
viding fo r it, he answered, “ Yes.”

Had he taken the ground that 
the oath violates the basic right 
of freedom of speech, he would 
have been able to point to the 
Kedejal Constitution which fo r­
bids Congress as well as the 
stales to abridge freedom of 
speech.

Proceeding from his restricted 
premise Hatten also had to grant 
that the loyalty oath, though in ­
valid fo r elected officials design­
ated by the state and federal con­
stitutions, would be valid fo r all 
others. The la tter category in ­
volves fa r moTe posts than the 
former.

NOT AN OATH OF OFFICE
Finally, Hatten was unable to 

answer a question of the judges 
as to whether the loyalty oath 
was Wbt indeed merely another 
oath of office such as all public 
officials must take. Had Hatten

based his case on defense of free, 
speech in addition to the limited 
legal point tha t he set foi-th, he 
could have easily distinguished 
between an oath of office which 
is a pledge of performance to 
uphold the constitution and the 
so-called “ loyalty”  oath, which is 
in reality a test of belief.

The essence of the tenet of 
free speech,, as recognized in con­
stitutional law, is that actions 
may be regulated but not belief 
or advocacy.

In renouncing . a course based 
on defense of free speech, Hatten 
wrongly adapted himself to the 
whole trend of recent court deci­
sions invading this basic civil 
right. The task is to challenge 
the line of these recent decisions 
and to seek to reverse them by 
backing up the pleadings of law­
yers w ith strong public pressure 
upon prosecutors and judges. But 
the acts of disruption and sabot­
age committed by the Stalinist 
leaders make i t  impossible  ̂ fo r 
them to organize any broad pres­
sure. Hence the adaptation of 
their legal course to tricky points 
of law.

STALINIST BOOMERANG
In his support of the loyalty 

oath, Secretary of State Coe ap­
pealed to. the Supreme Court to 
throw the Progressive Party case 
out of court on a technicality. 
The PP was asking fo r an ad­
visory opinion,, he maintained, 
since no actual candidates of 
their party Kad brought suit, but 
only individuals who stated that 
they would be candidates in fu ­
ture elections. The Court, Coe 
argued, has made i t  a practice 
not to grant Advisory opinions.

The effect of such a ru ling by 
the Supreme Court would be to 
to uphold the loyalty oath fo r a 
•second time without a direct 
ruling by the judges. This is what 
happened last February when,the 
attorney fo r the City of Seattle, 
supported by the Stalinist lead­
ers, succeeded in getting the state 
Supreme Court to refuse to rule 
in the case of Daniel Roberts.

Thus Coe is availing himself 
of a weapon against the Stalin­
ists and against the right of free 
speech which the Stalinists them­
selves helped to forge.

FLOUTS COURT RULING
While the Supreme Court 

judges deliberate, Secretary of 
State Coe is flouting the decision 
of Superior Court Judge Wright. 
Filings have opened fo r the state 
Democratic and Republican prim ­
aries, and Coe is insisting that 
a l l '  candidates sign the loyalty 
oath. The Progressive Party has 
justly protested Coe’s order. 
The PP correctly maintains 
that pending a decision by the 
state Supreme Court, the lower 
court decision invalidating the 
loyalty oath provision holds and 
that Coe therefore has no righ t 
to impose the oath.

Profits-Grab for Atomic Energy
By Tom Conlan

The other day the head o f a| 
big private power company made 
a significant, i f  litt le  publicized, 
speech. Its keynote was that the 
power trust must stop being 
“ lackadaisical”  and become “ most 
aggressive”  ip developing atomic 
energy, for industrial and civilian 
use.

Atomic energy happens to be 
a government monopoly. I t  has 
been financed by billions of pub­
lic money. What the speaker said 
can therefore have meaning only 
as a call fo r an all-out grab by 
the power companies of the c iv il­
ian and industrial use of atomic 
power. Such news, we believe, 
merits the widest publicity.

The speaker was Walker L. 
Cisler, president of Detroit Edi­
son Co. He spoke on July 3 at the 
three-day session ' of University 
of Michigan Law School Institute 
devoted to “ industrial and legal; 
problems related to atomic ener­
gy-”

I t  is plain from Mr. Cisler’s re­
marks that some startling “ new 
developments”  and “ new' mater­
ials of strategic value”  are either 
in the offing or already avail­
able.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
“ I t  is possible,”  he said cau­

tiously, “ that new developments 
w ill permit the use of nuclear 
fission processes, not only in the 
generation of heat fo r power pur­
poses but w ill at the same time 
increase the production of new 
materials of strategic value.”  He 
added that these “ new materials” 
m ight even include “ sources of 
energy fo r propulsion of marine 
and a ir craft.”

What can propel marine and 
a ir craft can also propel land 
engines. What a grab that would 
be fo r any monopoly!

The public is, of course, per­
mitted to .know nothing at all

about the progress of atomic re­
search in any of its phases: But 
Mr. Cisler is hardly guessing. He 
is in an excellent position to 
know about “ possibilities”  be­
cause his company, together w ith 
Dow Chemical Co. of Mich., hap-; 
pens to hold a jo in t contract with 
the Atomic Energy Commission 
and has been conducting research 
into the industrial and civilian 
use of atomic power.

Up to now spokesmen f if  the 
power trust have tended to min­
imize the industrial and civilian 
potentialities, of atomic power. 
The sources of atomic material 
were too scanty to be diverted 
from “ defense”  purposes; even i f  
available atomic power plant 
would be more expensive than 
coal, etc., etc.

PRETENDS ALARM
Apparently “ new developments”  

have changed all that. Cisler pre­
tends to be alarmed by this, that! 
up to now “ our atomic energy 
activities”  have been “ subtract­
ing”  rather than increasing “ the 
resources of the nation and the 
world.”  The power trust must 
move in “ most aggressively”  to 
drastically alter this unhappy sit­
uation.

This would-be enhancer of Am­
erica’s resources takes a, long- 
range view, estimating “ that by 
1970 thermal electric power gen­
eration in this country w ill re­
quire 300 million tons of coal an­
nually and, as a result of this 
tremendous consumption, nuclear 
energy offers a possibility of 
great savings.”

A t current prices 300 million 
tons of coal, plus transportation, 
would amouht to about three- 
quarters of a billion dollars. Not 
b a il But one doesn’t  have to 
peer ahead to 1970 to discover 
“ a possibility of great savings” 
annually.

Coal burning power plants, 
mostly privately owned, consume

huge quantities of coal r ig h t now, 
and a substitution of nuclear 
energy would provide the power 
trust w ith “ savings”  long before 
1970.

NO SAVING FOR CONSUMERS
What about the consumers? 

Here Mr. Cisler’s love of “ sav­
ings”  instantly evaporates. “ There 
w ill be no great effect on the, 
cost of electric ligh t and power 
to customers,”  he says. And 
that’s fo r sure.

Cisler’s fraudulent explanation 
is the standard one of the power 
trust, namely, that - the genera­
tion of power is only a small 
part of the total cost of “ trans­
mission lines, distribution sys­
tems, and other services.”

The operation of public power 
installations such as the TVA 
has long ago shown that electri-

(Çontinued from Page 1)
colored soldiers ai'e mistreated i f  
the National Association fo r the 
Advancement of Colored People 
apd other Negro leaders would 
stop covering fo r the Truman ad­
ministration and the rest of the 
capitalist politicians and would 
begin figh ting  fo r tbe interests of 
the people they are supposed to 
represent.

Instead of playing around With 
the Democratic and Republican 
cffice-seekers, NAACP officials 
should be investigating the con­
ditions of Negro soldiers in Eu­
rope and demanding action on 
their grievances. Instead of 
spreading the election promises 
of capitalist political campaign­
ers on their fron t pages, Negro

city can be supplied at a fraction 
of the price charged by the power 
monopolies. Atomic plants should 
hardly prove more expensive than 
the large dams and power in­
stallations; and besides, instead 
of burning up fuel, each atomic 
plant w ill m ultip ly the available 
supply of fissionable material.

Federally owned and operated 
atomic power plants would be 
an anomaly alongside of privately 
owned transmission lines, d is tri­
bution systems, and “ other serv­
ices.”  The public clamor fo r fed­
erally owned electric systems 
could easily prove insurmount­
able. I t  is against this eventuality 
that Mr. Gisler suddenly exper­
iences a yearning to “ enhance”  
this country’s resources. Hence 
also his advise to the power trust 
to grab “ the use of nuclear pow­
er”  while the grabbing is good.

newspapers should be exposing 
their lies and hypocrisy in banner 
headlines.

The only politics that w ill serve 
the needs of the Negro people in 
1952 is principled politics that 
tells the truth  about the capitalist 
parties and calls fo r revolution­
ary socalist political action.

Your Rent and Your Oath
Congress took another step 

toward converting the land of the 
free and the home of the brave 
into the land of the gagged and 
the . home of the thought-con- 
trolled, when i t  attached a rider 
•to a housing b ill early this month 
requiring occupants of govera- 
ments-financed units to sign a 
“ loyalty”  oath.

Negro 61 in France Exposes 
Fraud of Army *Integration’

After One Year 
O f Korea Talks-- 
Why No Truce?

--------------------- By Harry Frankel ---------------------
“ Why don’t we want a cease-fire now?”  Last Nov. 12, George 

Barrett cabled to the N.Y. Times that (his was the question the 
GI’s in Korea were asking. “ Recent developments in the negotia­
tions have convinced some troops on the fighting front that their 
own commanders. . . . are throwing up blocks against an agree­
ment.”  Now that the cease-fire talks have passed the one-year 
mark, everyone asks: “ Whv doesn’t Washington want a cease­
fire? ”

When the Pentagon rejected Gem. MacArthur’s plans fo r ex­
tending the Korean war the impression became widespread that 
Washington would welcome a cease-fire. Gen. Omar Bradley, chair­
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said that the Korean war was 
“ the wrong war in the wrong place at the wrong time against the 
wrong enemy.”  I t  is now clear, however-, that the top brass has 
needed this war to prepare the “ righ t”  war. That is the meaning 
of Korea commander Gen. Van Fleet’s giveaway remark in Jan. 
1952: “ Korea has been a blessing. There had to be a Korea cither 
here or some place In the world.” '

Right after Soviet UN delegate Malik proposed the cease-fire 
talks, the N.Y. Times said that Washington “ is even slightly fear­
fu l that i t  might find that the Russians really do want to ta lk 
peace.”  Reporters noted that cease-fire ta lk h it the N.Y. Stock 
Exchange like a “ bombshell.”  June 25 was one of the worst days 
of 1951 on the Exchange.

W ithin the firs t month of the talks, Washington had already 
broken o ff negotiations twice, both times over tr iv ia l incidents. 
Six weeks after the start of the meetings at Kaesong, the Pentagon 
broke o ff negotiations fo r over two months. When talks were re­
sumed late in October 1951, U.S. negotiators made headlines w ith  
the “ charge”  that the Chinese-Korean truce team wanted an im­
mediate end to the fighting. They implied that any negotiator who 
really wanted peace was committing a shameful crime.

Won’t Discuss Broad Issues
Washington has been absolutely unwilling to discuss any issues 

■of a general character, such as the fate of Formosa, admission of 
China to the UN, unification of Korea w ith nationwide elections, 
etc. In other words, anything of a “ deal”  nature, anything that 
smacked of settlement, compromise, “ lessening of tension,”  was 
sharply rejected. The settlement, Washington said, had to be purely 
m ilitary.

A t tHe same time, Washington needed issues to prevent a cease­
fire. This started the parade of false, made-up issues. In October 
the Christian Science Monitor reported: “ I t  seems apparent, how­
ever, that the Communists have agreed to almost everything the 
UN originally requested in connection with a cease-fire line. . . . 
To some newsmen here, consequently, i t  seems that when the 
Communists agreed to the original Allied demands, the Allies then 
boosted their demand. . . . What can be gained by such tactics — 
other than a delay in a armistice settlement — is not clear.”

Many commentators attributed these tactics to the Pentagon 
desire that the Japan pact be ratified before any truce. For ex­
ample, the Wall Street Journal of Aug. 17 wrote: “ The U.S. re­
action is to demand more than we expect the Communists ever to 
concede. Barring a complete cave-in by the Reds, the State De­
partment would prefer no cease-fire deal until after the §an Fran­
cisco conference ends.”

However, the anti-truce tactics continued after the signing of 
the Japan Pact. Why? Capitalist sources all over the world have 
given us the answer.

Le Soir, Belgium’s leading paper, said last July when the 
talks started: “ A happy ending to the sad Korean conflict would 
permit the big powers to engage with’’ greater confidence in the 
discussion of generalized peace, w ith Japsih firs t, then w ith  Europe.”  
The U.S. News and World Report of July 13, 1951, noted: “ I t  is 
being taken fo r granted in the British foreign office in London 
that a truce in Korea w ill knock the props out from under U.S. ideas 
fo r a tota l trade embargo against Communist China.”  Some months 
later, in early February 1952, Joseph C. Harsch, Washington cor­
respondent of the Christian Science Monitor, wrote:

“ American diplomacy (stands) face to face w ith the condition 
w h ic h  i t  has dreaded fo r some two years. Does American diplomacy 
wish and i f  i t  wished would i t  dare, to go to a conference table 
w ith representatives of Communist China in an e ffo rt to explore 
the possibilities of finding a long-term peace between the two 
countries?”  A truce, Harsch continued, would “ imply a willingness 
in Washington to contemplate the possibility of the continued 
existence of the Communist regime in Peking fo r a long period in 
the future. . . ”  But Harsch doubted that Washington would “ con­
template”  this: “ I t  would almost be accurate to say that American 
policy is committed today to the eventual overthrow of that regime.”

Would Complicate Rearming
A cease-fire would immediately raise the question of further 

talks on bigger disputed questions, and Washington docs not want 
such talks.

Another big reason why there, has been no truce was summar­
ized by the U.S. News of July 13, 1951:

“ Peace and quiet, fo r U.S., complicates rearming.”
Three months before the talks started in Korea, Gen. Marshall, 

then Sec’y of State, deplored the effect of U.S. m ilita ry  victories 
in Korea upon the American people. In a U.S. News interview, he 
said: “ Now wc are in a very d ifficu lt period when there is no war 

• there is fear of war, but even that fear, at least in the public 
mind, has relaxed in the last six weeks to an extent that has 
made i t  very d ifficu lt to. get the action by Congress that we feel is 
essential.”

I f  the fear Marshall wants relaxes because of a few good 
weeks on the m ilita ry  front, how much more “ relaxed”  would the 
people become i f  a truce were signed ?

The sagest remark of the entire interview was made, not by 
Marshall, but by his interviewer. He told Marshall: “ The world 
situation, as you see it, requires us to build up whatever tensions 
exist.”  That puts the finger r ig h t on Korea and its function fo r 
imperialism. That explains Gen. Van Fleet’s glad cry: “ There had 
to be a Korea."

When We'survey the events of the past year, We find the uses 
to which this “ tension”  has been put. Japan has been incoi'porated 
into the imperialist alliance despite the protests of all Asia. Gert 

•many is on the same road, despite protests from most of Europe, 
and even despite mutterings and* grumblings by the European 
capitalists. During the talks, U.S. arms expenditures have been 
stepped up from under $20 billion a year to over $55 billion. Repeat­
ed Kremlin offers of a deal have been turned down. In a word the 
little  Korea war, despite the fact that i t  is the “ wrong”  war fo r 
Washington, has been used to promote the “ big”  “ r ig h t”  world war.

Fear Letdown of Tension
This promotional aspect of the Korea war is supplemented by 

fears in Washington of the “ letdown”  that would result i f  a truce 
were actually signed. Thus the imperialists cling to the Korea wav 
v/ith a death grip, pretending that they are doing so out of solicitude 
f irs t  fo r GI war prisoners taken by the other side, and later fo r 
Chinese and Korean war prisoners, over whom they weep crocodile 
tears as they slaughter them.

The history of' the truce talks is impressive evidence that the 
line of U.S. imperialism is a bloody attempt to destroy the Soviet 
bloc of nations, and the colonial and proletarian revolutionary wave 
throughout the world. Thus the prospect of a “ co-existence deal”  is 
a delusive and far-fetched chimera. Since it  has found that a limited 
“ deal”  or even a cease-fire in  a “ wrong war”  would impede its 
drive towards the big war, i t  has maneuvered to avert such com­
promises.

Some kind of a cease-fire may conceivably be concluded in Korea. 
But i f  i t  is, we may he certain that i t  w ill not result from Wash­
ington’s desire fo r it, but from an inability to avoid it.
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Promises Are Cheap
------------------------------  By Jean Blake -----------------------

I t ’s pretty d ifficu lt to cut through the mass of 
ballyhoo around the party conventions in Chicago 
— Republican and Progressive Party this week 
and Democratic to follow — in order to analyze 
and evaluate the basic features of their civil 
rights program. But that is what must be done 
i f  we are to avoid getting lost in the swamps of 
capitalist and reformist politics of the 1952 elec­
tion campaigns.

The daily papers, radio and television com­
mentators and reporters deal w ith these con­
ventions in the terms the capitalist “ President- 
makers”  want. The big issue of the Republican 
convention is treated as the Taft-versus-Eisen- 
hower fig h t fo r the Presidential nomination, with 
nuances of difference on foreign policy blown op 
to appear significant. And the Negro press, to a 
large extent, goes along w ith the pattern, merely 
try ing  to make the civil rights plank of the Re­
publican platform an issue too.

Negro weeklies have interviewed candidates fo r 
the nomination and the National Association fo r 
the Advancement of Colored People held a civil 
rights banquet July 3 to put spokesmen fo r the 
party “ on the spot.”  However, “ the spot”  turned 
out to be just a platform fo r the politicians, g iv­
ing them an audience fo r their demagogic prom­
ises of reforms.

Walter White, executive secretary of the NAA- 
CP, read a nine-point statement supposed to rep­
resent the.demands of Negro Americans: revision 
of Senate Rule 22 to end filibusters; FEPC; end 
of segregation; anti-lynch legislation; anti-poll 
tax laws; expansion of the department of justice 
to include a fu ll civil rights division; appoint­
ment of a permanent civil rights commission; 
statehood fo r Alaska and Hawaii, and home rule 
fo r the D istrict of Columbia.

Republican speakers then subscribed personally 
to each of these planks but, according to the re­
port in the Chicago Defender of July 5, “ neither 
would — or could commit his party.”  Since none 
of tlie Republican candidates subscribes to the 
NAACP program, i t ’s a safe bet the party won’t.

A  substantial/part of the NAACP legislative 
program was adopted by the Progressive Party 
convention, just as i t  did back in 1948. But T ru­
man took the ball away from them with his civil 
rights program, and i t  is not excluded that he 
may do i t  again. He reaffirmed his support fo r 
i t  in his speech at Howard University a few. 
weeks ago.

But whether Truman, or any other candidate, 
supports the civil rights program, the Democratic 
Party won’t  do any more to put i t  into effect 
than the Republicans, as the record since 1948 
proves.

For a more basic understanding of Jim Crow 
in America and what is necessary to abolish it, 
another event that took place in Chicago a few 
days before the conventions opened is more signi­
ficant. A mob of more than three thousand 
wrecked a two-story building a few blocks from 
convention headquarters to prevent Negroes who 
had examined a vacancy there from moving in.

This incident followed the conclusion of the 
Cicero case, in which officials of that Chicago 
suburb were slapped on the w rist w ith a fine for 
collaborating with a Negro-hating mob to force­
fu lly  prevent the Harvey Clark fam ily from mov­
ing into an apartment. The guilty police chief 
and two cops remain public officials, upholders 
of American law and order.

These events show that i t  w ill take more than 
election campaign promises and more than a few 
legal reforms to end the institution that grew 
with American capitalism, fostered i t  and was 
strengthened by it .  So long as our class-divided 
society is permitted to remain, the ruling class 
must and w ill keep the working class divided. 
That means keeping workers separated, ignorant 
and suspicious of each other on the job, in hous­
ing, in education, in recreational activities, in 
every phase of living.

Not a reform program that chips away at some 
forms of discrimination only to see i t  manifested 
more forcefully in others, but a thorough-going 
revolutionary socialist program is essential to up­
root race hate, lock, stock and barrel.

Such a program would not only bar all forms 
of race discrimination, but would do so realistic­
ally and scientifically by removing the ba9ic rea­
son fo r it  — the class divisions in society. By 
substituting a system of production fo r use fo r 
the present production fo r pro fit, a society such 
as ours, w ith the capacity to produce an abund­
ance fo r all, would have everything to gain and 
nothing to lose by removing all a rtific ia l bar­
riers between men. No one would benefit by dis­
crimination against any group.

Reforms short of such a basic change w ill not 
remove the conditions that reproduce class d iv i­
sions. Only revolutionary socialism will.

Who’s a Crook?
--------------------- By Fred Hart ------------------------

Purity, ethics, morality broke out a ll over the 
Republican national convention. I t  was all on 
a very, very high level, both Eisenhower and 
T a ft spokesmen agreed. A t the same time, how­
ever, each side introduced a slight amendment, 
reserving the noblest motives and aims to itself 
while /charging the other side with dishonesty, 
malpractice, venality, highway robbery and the 
like.

To give them their due, the Eisenhower com­
bination, w ith the “ Texas Steal”  as their battle- 
banner, made out a pretty case against Taft. On 
the other hand, the Taft cohorts have likewise 
unquestionably scored just as many te lling hits.

.For one thing, the Taft followers have dem­
onstrated that in political operations in the Deep 
South, they merely applied the rules and prac­
tices sanctioned by the 1948 Republican conven­
tion, when tlie lion. Mr. Dewey, captured the 
presidential nomination.

For another, the T aft crowd was wailing w ith  
ample justification that they were being fla t- 

- tened w ith exactly the same type of steam-roller, 
they had been accused of try ing  to operate.

These Taft charges are corroborated by news­
paper accounts in the pro-Eisenhower press. For 
example, tlie New York dailies, the Times, the 
Herald Tribune and the Scripps-Howard Sun 
Telegram, have reported approvingly how Gov. 
Dewey and N.Y. State Chairman Pfeifer have 
“ turned the heat on,”  “ put the pressure on,”  and 
got “ tough”  w ith  the New York delegation.

The gist of Dewey’s and Pfeifer’s pronounce­
ments was a “ warning”  to the effect that come

what may next November they were still “ going 
to run the (N.Y.) state fo r 2% more years." 
Translated into human language this means that 
any one in the N.Y. delegation refusing “ to be 
regular”  and do (and vote) as told would be cut 
o ff from all state patronage; i.e., have his throat 
cut, politically speaking, of course. What could 
be more morally inspiring?

The Eisenhower machine had at its disposal 
some 23 governors, each of whom was able to 
generate the same type of pressure.

“ What kind of pressure?”  asked the sta ff re­
porter of the Wall Street Journal, and he quotes 
“ one insider”  as telling him: “ About anything you 
can think of.”  And that takes in a lot of territory.

The pay-off is that the purest of crusaders, 
none other than Eisenhower himself, apparently 
entered fu lly  into the sp irit of things. Among 
other things, he reportedly urged his Pennsylva­
nia supporters to yield to Gov. Fine of Pa. the 
federal patronage that goes w ith the senatorial 
office.

This, too, is quite in the nature of things. As 
everybody knows, the chief occupation of every 
candidate is to do plenty of handshaking. Every 
little  squeeze helps. And what is there to make 
a handshake warmer than a little  token incon­
spicuously tucked away in a friendly palm ?

A ll in all, Eisenhower’s crusade to “ purify ”  the 
Republican Party may pay o ff in a way that 
Eisenhower and his backers never expected. I t  
has exposed to public view the “ purity,”  the 
“ ethics”  and “ m orality”  of both sides who so 
loudly and b itte rly  shouted “ Stop Thie f!”

Notes from the News
TURKEYS WITH WATER-STUFFING are

the latest thing in Chicago. The Illinois Depart­
ment of Agriculture seized 400,000 pounds of the 
water-logged birds, charging that packers used 
water injections to increase the selling weight. 
A  good job of pumping before freezing adds as 
much as four pounds to a twenty-pound turkey.

❖  * * *
PETITIONS W ITH OVER A M ILLION signa­

tures have been sent to President Truman' by the 
father of a Korea PW, urging him to agree to an 
immediate exchange of prisoners. R. L. Caulder 
o f L ittle  Rock, Ark., a masonry contractor, got 
a lis t of U.S. prisoners about a month ago, and 
sent letters to their parents enclosing petition 
blanks. Since then he has been getting back 
batches of signed petitions daily.

* * *
FOOD PRICES WENT UP 3/10 of 1% in June, 

according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
complete cost-of-living index figures have not yet 
been compiled fo r that month, but i f  the food 
rise is any indication, the index fo r June may 
set a new record, rising above the January high 
point. The BLS also reported that a special food 
survey made in eight key cities on June 15 show­
ed that food ‘ prices were 14% above the pre- 
Korea level.

*  *  *

SPORTS WRITER LESTER RODNEY, who
picks winners (or losers) fo r the Daily Worker, 
is try ing  to get a passport to go abroad and 
cover the 1952 Olympic Games in Finland. He 
has been waiting fo r a month, although the 
usual waiting period is two, weeks, and has been 
grilled over the telephone by Mrs. Ruth Shipley 
o f the Passport Division, who apparently wants 
to extend the McCarran ban on foreign travel 
by “ subversives”  to Rodney.

*  *  *

“ MOVED BY VICIOUS, SELFISH, un-Amer­
ican motives”  is how the American L ibrary Asso­
ciation’s Committee on Intellectual Freedom char­
acterized “ persons who seek to deny to American 
citizens their hard-won righ t to read what they 
please.”  The librarians reaffirmed the ’48 Library 
B ill of Rights, which says: “ In no case should 
any book be excluded because of the race or 
nationality, or the political or religious views of 
the w rite r.” * * *

THREATS TO CUT OFF A LL  DENMARK aid 
came from the State Department last week after 
thé litt le  nation insisted upon delivering a new

oil tanker to the Soviet Union. The tanker was 
contracted fo r in 1948, and the U.S. passed the 
Battle Act in 1951. This act gives the President 
discretionary power to cut o ff aid to any country 
which permits strategic materials shipments to 
the Soviet bloc. The Danish government insisted 
on going through w ith the shipment, despite U.S. 
protests. However, Danish government officials 
are conducting a propaganda campaign in favor 
of granting a ir bases to the U.S.

* # #
A FIVE-STAR MATTRESS was provided fo r 

General of the Army Douglas MacArthur in the 
Chicago Convention hotel where the GOP key­
noter was to stay. A local embroidery shop stitch­
ed five stars on the mattress, but the General 
didn’t  sleep on it, thus adding to our lis t of peo­
ple who have made their bed, but won’t  etc. t .

* * * *
235% DURING THE FIRST YEAR AND

135% a year from then on are possible profits 
made by real estate operators in Harlem: This 
was the admission of an East Harlem tenement 
owner who told N.Y. City officials that profits 
like that were made by purchasing single fam ily 
buildings and converting them into slum tene­
ments.

*  *  *

AMERICAN BRASS HATS are throwing their 
weight around in British politics as well as here 
at home. For example, Gen. Omar N. Bradley 
told Lord Alexander to keep a Pentagon desire 
fo r more troops in Korea a “ secret”  from the 
public. Lord Alexander fa ith fu lly  followed the 
General’s bidding, not even revealing i t  to Parlia­
ment upon his return to England after inspection 
of Korea. However, the “ secret”  leaked out to the 
press and Labor Party members of Parliament 
were outraged. Even Clement R. Atlee stated in 
language unusually strong fo r the conservative 
Labor Party head that Lord Alexander had “ be­
haved most unconstitutionally.”

* * *
AFTER OVERTHROWING THE GOVERN­

MENT in Cuba through an armed coup d’etat and 
wining quick recognition from  the U.S. State 
Department, Fulgencio Batista has taken th<j 
next logical step — a nationwide witch hunt 
against “ communism.”  His minister of propa­
ganda, Ernesto de la Fe, announced last week 
that the Cuban dictator has “ begun a task, the 
results of which w ill be seen very soon — eradi­
cation, extermination, and to root out this dismal 
evil which keeps the world so turbulent.”
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Witch-Hunt 
Victims Win 
Detro it Cases
Chrysler Ordered 
To Re-employ Two

DETROIT —  Two CIO United 
Auto workers stewards called 
“Communists” at the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
hearings here, and then framed 
up and fired by Chrysler Corp., 
have been ordered reinstated, ac­
cording to press reports. They 
were fired on trumped-up charges 
of distributing literature in the 
plants condemning the Com­
mittee. _

David A. W olff, umpire of the 
UAW-Chrysler contract, issued 
the order after the UAW  appeal­
ed the discharges.

W olff ordered Paul A. Henley, 
SO, steward in the Dodge Nine 
Mile plant, reinstated with fu ll 
iback pay to March 3, the date of 
the firings. A  Chrysler spokes­
man said management has com-' 
plied and Henley is back on his 
job. Henley had stood on his con­
stitutional rights and refused to 
answer questions before the red­
baiting Committee.

•Edith Van Horn, 31-, a chief 
steward in the Dodge Main plant, 
was given a six months’ disciplin­
ary layoff by the^ umpire effect­
ive as of March 3.

UNION BACKS VICTIM S
W olff said testimony showed 

Henley was not in  the plant when 
the literature was handed out. He 
claimed, however, that Edith Van 
Horn deserved punishment be­
cause she spent her time giving 
speeches in the plant about the 
House Committee instead of per­
forming her duties of handling 
employee grievances. However, he 
added, discharge was too severe a 
penalty.

The union contended that mem­
bership in the Communist Party 
is not illegal and that political 
activity is insufficient reason for 
a discharge. *

A small m inority of company- 
inspired employes had refused to 
work with Van Horn and Henley 
after they were labeled “ Com­
munists.”  The union called this 
“ mass hysteria”  and said i t  is 
opposed to physical violence. I t  
was reported at the time that 
in Edith Van Horn’s department 
a m ajority of the workers had 
stopped work in protest against 
her discharge.

A SERIOUS FLAW  
• W o lff’s decision represents a 
victory against the witch-hunt 
and the hysteria i t  created. How­
ever, as was to be expedted, i t  
contains a serious flaw.

The ruling of the umpire in the 
case of Edith Van Horn is a blow 
at democratic and union rights. 
It  is a widespread practice in the 
UAW  plants in Detroit for rep 
resentatives and groups to ex­
press themselves orally or ‘ by 
leaflets on shop conditions or 
political issues. The umpire’s de 
cision restricts a right already 
established.

I t  is particularly unfair in the 
Van Horn case because she had 
been accused by the No. 1 House 
Committee informer, Mrs. Bere 
nice Baldwin; she was widely at­
tacked in the daily press; and 
she was threatened w ith eviction 
by company-minded reactionaries 
in her department as a result of 
what the union brief itself called 
“ hysteria.”  A ll this took place 
without any opportunity fo r her 
to speak in her own behalf.

SHOULD F IG H T RULING
Under these circumstances to 

punish her fo r speaking to her 
fellow-workers in her own def­
ence and in condemnation of the 
hysteria-producing House Com­
mittee is to legitimatize the 
witch-hunt while gagging the 
victim.

The union cannot afford to ac­
cept this ruling fo r i t  w ill find 
that any active union member can 
be victimized in a sim ilar way.

F a m ily  o f  14 Evicted

Housing, New York, 
A. D. 1952

I n ' New York, the world’s 
largest and richest city, there 
are, in addition to tenement fire- 
traps, 35,000 small dwellings still 
occupied by some^ 150,000 people 
although they were condemned 
a year ago as un fit fo r habita­
tion.

Some o f these small dwellings 
havp only earthen floiprs as in 
pre-historic times, are '-infested 
w ith  rats and other vermin and 
do not even have wash basins, 
not to mention bath tubs.

Dr. Edwin S. Burdell, president 
of Cooper Union, who called at­
tention to these conditions July 
10, said that families aTe forced 
to live in fire-traps, cellar apart­
ments and over-crowded dwelling 
units in New York because “ there 
is no place to which they may 
move.”

Renee Marcell, a $60-a-week machinist, and his wife stand 
in the street with their 12 children after being evicted from their 
home in New York City. Unable and refusing to pay a gouging 
rent increase, they were dumped with their household possessions 
on the sidewalk. Their situation dramatizes the plight facing 
thousands with the loosening and elimination a>f rent controls.

6a. Mother o f 6 
Gets 10-year Rap 
W ithout a Trial

Mrs. Lula Bell Jenkins, a young Negro mother of six 
children and pregnant with a seventh, has been railroaded 
in Lee County, Georgia, to a 10-year prison term in the
state penitentiary on a trumped-®-

PP CONVENTION TRIES 
TO RIDt BANDWAGON OF- 
ROOSEVELT AND WILLKIE

By Marjorie Ball
CHICAGO — About 1,500 delegates attended ,the 

third national convention of the Progressive Party this 
fourth of July weekend. Stalinists, liberals of varied hues, 
and people opposed to war gath- **
ered , to nominate “ peace”  can­
didates and to approve a “ peace”  
platform fo r the 1952 presidential 
election.

A t  the same time, the leader­
ship presented the Progressive 
o u tfit as a third capitalist party. 
This was manifest in the pro­
gram adopted and was expressed 
by Vito Marcantonio, chairman 
of the convention. He stated, “ For 
as we battle in 1952, to that ex­
tent w ill we earn the righ t to be 
the hard core of the great polit­
ical party that w ill follow in the 
realignment which w ill inexor 
ably ensue from the disintegra­
tion of the Democratic Party, as 
we know it.”  The platform states, 
“ The Progressive Party has 
steadfastly demanded a return to 
•the Roosevelt-Wilkie policy of 
One World. . .”

The gap between the desires of 
the membership fo r peace and the 
program adopted gives rise to 
disappointment, false hopes and 
terrible illusions. Some of the 
delegates expressed dismay that 
the tone of the convention was 
not more “ anti-capitalist.”

CONTRADICTORY PLATFORM
The PP continues to place re­

liance solely on diplomatic means 
to achieve peace. This leaves the 
party incapable of effectively op­
posing the inherent drive of cap­
italism toward war. These con­
tradictory facets of the Progres­
sive Party platform remain in 
1952: The aim of “ peace”  goes 
hand in hand w ith a program to 
maintain capitalism.

(Much discussion was given to 
the Negro question, but most of 
i t  was demogogic and agitational 
in character. Like similar discus­
sions in other organizations which 
Stalinists influence or control, 
this one was marked by a recount­
ing of the many discriminations 
and oppressions faced by Ne­
groes; but there was a minimum 
of discussion on a program to 
meet the new situation created 
by the terror bombings and the 
general Jim Crow offensive now- 
growing in strength.

DEFEAT N A TIO N A LIZA TIO N  
PLANK

Very litt le  controversy on the 
platform came to the convention 
floor. Most of the discussion was 
about peace and the Negro strug­
gle. Several attempts to add a 
plank from their 1948 platform 
calling fo r nationalization of big 
industries were defeated. The 
stated objection of the officials 
was that, although they supported 
nationalization in essence, i t  
would be reactionary under the 
Democrats or Republicans. No 
one pointed out that nationaliza­
tion under workers control would 
bridge that gap. One delegate 
was heard to remark that “ just 
because the Trotskyists are for 
it, is no reason for us to oppose 
it.

The civil rights plank admits 
that the “ defense of the consti

tutional rights of. Communists 
and all other political groups to 
express their views is the firs t 
line of defense of the liberties 
o f a democratic people.”  I t  also 
calls fo r restoration of “ fu ll civil 
rights to all persons convicted 
under the Smith Act.’*'

NO DISCUSSION ON LABOR 
PARTY NEED

There was no discussion on the 
convention floor about ¿he need 
fo r a labor party. According to 
an official mimeographed news 
release, one of the leaders in ­
dicated that the PP wquld join 
the trade union leadership i f  the 
latter would initiate a labor party. 
That was all.

Vincent Hallinan, west coast 
lawyer, an'd Charlotta Bass, fo r­
mer editor of the California 
Eagle, were nominated as can­
didate fo r president and vice- 
president.

up charge of “ assault with intent 
to murder.”  She received no jury 
tr ia l, nor was she permitted the 
benefit of a defense attorney. She 
was sentenced on Jan. 25 on the 
basis of a written plea of guilty 
which she was forced to 6ign 
with a cross, being illiterate.

Her only “-crime”  wras that she 
had resisted the “ improper ad­
vances of a white man.”  The Pitts 
burgh Courier, which front-paged 
the story of this outrage in its 
issue of June 28, reported that at 
least one “ unidentified witness 
has corroborated Mrs. Jenkins’ 
claim from prison that she in ­
sisted advances of a white man 
from Leeburg.”

“ Mrs. Jenkins said she was im­
properly advanced on prior to 
the trouble which led to assault 
charges. The officer alleged that 
Mrs. Jenkins, cut him w ith a 
knife, vrtiile resisting arrest,”  re­
ported the Courier on July 5.

NO RECORD OF TR IAL
Defense attorneys, employed by 

thé Atlanta Branch of the 
NAACP to intervene in this case, 
assert that no record of an actual 
tr ia l was found in Lee County.

Mrs. Jenkins was beaten in ja il 
and then “  ‘confessed’ into pris­
on,”  reported the Courier.

The Courier quoted Mrs. Jen­
kins as stating that “ she repeat­
edly was abused by Police Officer 
N. Nejson and Sheriff ‘Captain’ 
Mack of Lee County, following her 
arrest.”  She was then taken to 
“ a room adjoining a courtroom 
at Americus,”  where “ Mrs. Jen­
kins said an unidentified man 
told her to touch an ink pen he 
held in order to plead, guilty to 
the assault w ith intent to murder 
charge. When the woman ob­
jected to signing anything, the 
farm  mother said she was threat­
ened and beaten. Finally, Mrs.

Jenkijs signed the paper after 
which the sentence allegedly was 
pronounced, she said.”

“ YOU W ILL LEARN”
When Mrs. Jenkins complained 

to “ unidentified officers”  that she1 
did not know “ what assault w ith 
intent to murder”  meant, she was 
told: “ You. w ill learn.”

Mrs. Jenkins lives on a farm 
on the outskirts of the small 
community of Leesburg In Lee 
County, where her husband works 
as a laborer and tractor driver 
at $2.50 a day fo r a white farmer.

The NAACP attorneys who vis­
ited him “ reported he was ‘scared’ 
about the whole incident, but gave 
them permission to look into the 
arrest and imprisonment of his 
wife.” *  When the husband at­
tempted to v is it his imprisoned 
wife, he was “ shooed away.”

N. Nelson, the officer involved 
in the. case, against whom Mrs. 
Jenkins allegedly committed the 
assault, Is  the night policeman 
in Leesburg, where he has ap­
parently long terrorized the Ne­
groes.

AFRAID TO TALK
“ Most Negroes,”  noted the 

Courier on July 5, “ are afraid to 
ta lk  about the Jenkins episode, 
since at least one other person is 
serving prison time fo r having 
‘scratched’ the officer following 
a ‘run-in’ on the small town 
streets.”

'Mi's. Jenkins’ six children, rang­
ing in age from two to 11, are 
in the care of their 65-year old 
grandmother who works as a 
maid-cook fo r $5 a week.

The NAACP lawyers have filed 
a w rit of habeas corpus to free 
Mrs. Jenkins. The plea fo r hear­
ing on the matter was addressed 
to Judge Melville Price of Tatnall 
County where the prison is lo­
cated. A fte r being slated fo r June 
28 the hearing was postponed to 
July 5.

GARY STEELWORKERS DETERMINER 
TO WIN; OPPOSE STEEL SHIPMENT

By E. Snow and Marjorie Ball
GARY, Ind. — We asked a young Mexican steelworker 

here what he thought of the strike. Because we did not 
speak the same language, he had to show us what he 
thought. He pulled a much-punch- ®

Spanish Strike Leaders 
Get Prison Terms

Twenty-seven leaders of the 
sensational Barcelona strikes 
-that occured a year ago last 
March have been tried by Fran­
co’s fascist government. Five of 
the Spanish strike leaders were 
acquitted, the others got from 
two to four years in Franco’s 
dungeons. They were railroaded 
on charges of attempting to re­
organize the Catalan Socialist 
Party, publishing a Socialist 
newspaper and distributing a 
Communist newspaper published 
in France. "

ed picket-duty attendance card 
from his pocket which meant he 
had been on duty almost every 
day in June.

Everyone we talked to, in the 
steel town or on the picket ling , 
unanimously supported the un­
ion’s strike action and demands. 
As one crane-operator put it, 
"They (the companies) have 
shown their power, now i t ’s our 
turn. Every guy is 100% union. 
I f  we stick close together, i t ’s 
the way we’ll win.”

SPIRIT HIGH
The sp irit at the gates was 

high. The union provides meals 
and transportation to the gates. 
Some friendly taverns have sent 
out beer. A t some gates you can 
even watch the ball game on TV 
from a house trailer.

But the pinch is beginning to be 
fe lt. When we asked a couple of 
workers on the street corner in 
Gary what tavern was a hang­
out fo r the steel-workers they 
answered, “None, no one has 
money fo r taverns.”

A hooker in a beam m ill put 
i t  this way, “ I  have no money 
in my pockets. But we don’t  want 
to lose two ways. We should 
fig h t until we win.”  In fact, he 
fe lt the' union should be more 
s tric t and not allow any steel 
shipments. “ Not a piece—noth­
ing—from no place. I t ’s those 
big boys,* not us, that’s keeping 
steel from being produced.”

Said another, “ I t  seems the 
only way we can get our demands 
is to force them, even though i t ’s 
choking food from me.”

IMPORTANT ISSUES
Everyone wanted the union 

shop but did not feel i t  was the 
only issue. One worker in the 
rolling m ill complained that the 
“ five or six close shaves”  he’d 
had w ith death were due to the 
company’s incentive plan which 
is in reality a speed-up. One 
grievance man listed the three 
important issues as “ seniority, 
incentive, and union shop.”

A blast fumance worker, a Ne­
gro, told us he didn’t  figure on 
having much chance fo r advance­
ment as the seniority clause now

stands. The, union is asking fo r 
plant-wide seniority. Department 
seniority effectively prevents Ne­
groes who are hired as laborers 
in  the worst departments from 
advancing to the higher paying 
and easier jobs in other depart­
ments.

“ WE’LL W IN ”
Tlie. role of the government is 

not yet clear to the steel workers.

Almost everyone said they would 
go back to work i f  the govern­
ment seized the plants; but they 
would not work under a T-H 
injunction. Many thought .they 
should have gone out January 1. 
A grievance committeeman fe lt 
that at that time the union would 
have “ caught the company w ith 
its pants down.”

The disgpst resulting from the 
stalling actions of the company 
and the government was express­
ed by one worker who burst out 
w ith, “ Let th^ politicians stay 
out. Let us settle i t  between us. 
Let the union show its power. 
We’ll win.”

HARLEM TENANTS ORGANIZE 
PROTEST AGAINST EVICTIONS

By Frank Field
NEW YORK, July 8 — A mass delegation of close 

to 100 tenants appeared this morning at the Carver site 
office of the New York City Housing Authority, 51 E. 104
St. to protest against plans fo r® -
evicting more than 800 families 
from the site a fter July 16.

Barbara Bell, Chairman of the 
recently organized East Harlem 
Tenants League, and Conrad 
Lynn, League attorney, act.ed as 
spokesemen fo r the group.

To back up their representa­
tives, tenants jammed into the 
office of David Snell the site 
manager and packed -the hallway 
and stairway down to the street.

Many of the tenants expressed 
b itter resentment at the heartless 
and arrogant manner in which 
the Housing Authority officials 
have been .treating them.

The office cop who meekly ask­
ed fo r permission to go through 
the crowd in answer to a call 
from the nervous officials up­
stairs was greeted by jibes and. 
taunts from the tenants who 
remembered how they had been 
pushed around by the “ limb of 
the law.”

A t the end of the conference, 
a short meeting was held in  the 
street outside the office. Conrad 
Lynn, the League attorney, gave 
a brief report of the results of 
the committee’s discussions with 
the site manager.

Mr. Lynn pointed out that the 
July 15 deadline still stood as 
fa r as the Housing Authority was

concerned. A fte r that date, the 
tenants would be forced to take 
whatever accommodations th e  
Housing Authority offered, suit­
able 6r not, or else be put on the 
street.

A ll tenants were, therefore, 
urged to come to the Supreme 
Court Building at Foley Square 
on Thursday, July 10 at A.M. 
where the East Harlem Tenants- 
League w ill seek a court injuc- 
tion to extend the July 16 dead­
line until such time as the Hous­
ing Authority finds suitable ac- 
aecomodations fo r the tenants in 
the area. The tenants at the 
meeting agreed to come down in 
force to the court hearing.

Arrangements fo r the demon­
stration at the housing office and 
the fig h t fo r a court injunction 
were made at a meeting of 75 
members of the East Harlem 
Tenants League Monday night, 
July 7 at the Church of the As­
cension 340 E. 106 St.

Deadline fer Militant
The deadline fo r articles and 

ads fo r The M ilitan t is the 
Tuesday before the date of 
publication.


