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Workers of the World, Unite !

TH E MILITANT
PU B LISH E D  W E EK LY IN  TH E  IN TER ESTS O F TH E  W O R K IN G  PEOPLE

By Harry rrankel
Enormous popular opposition forced the defeat of 

Universal M ilitary Training by this session of Congress 
when the House of Representatives voted on March 4th
to  “ recom m it”  H. R. 5904, the 
U M T  b ill.  S entim ent th roughou t 
the  coun try , f la r in g  h ign against 
peacetime, perm anent conscrip­
tio n , Tesulteu in a g rea t ilood  o f 
m a il and pro test reso lu tions, v i r ­
tu a lly  fo rc in g  Congress to aban­
don the plan.

So g re a t was the pro test wave 
th a t the vote in Congress was not 
even close, as had Deen predicted, 
b u t gave Z36 votes aga inst the 
Pentagon-sponsored I j  aid' meas­
u re  as compared w ith  on ly  102 
votes fo r  it .

A cco rd ing  to the New f o r k  
T im es o f M arch 2, supporte rs of 
U M T  are : "m any newspapers, a ll 
the  m a jo r vete ran and m il ita ry  
o rgan iza tions and, of course, the 
A d m in is tra tio n .”  However, “ op­
ponents o f U M T  include the m a­
jo r  fa rm  organ izations, the A F L  
and CIO, spokesmen fo r  several 
churches, some societies o f educa­
to rs  and p a c if is t and le ft-w in g  
g roups.”

Thus the U M T  program  is ad-

New York Parley 
Will Map Aid for 
Smith Act Victims

N E W  YO RK —  A  C itizens 
Em ergency Defense Conference 
has been called here fo r  M arch 16 
to  organize “ a movement dedicat­
ed to  the defense o f the men and 
women now being prosecuted 
under the Sm ith  A c t and the con­
s idera tion  o f the problem s created 
by a new A lien  and Sedition 
period.”

The conference ca ll, w a rn ing  
th a t “ the r ig h ts  o f free  speech, 
press and assembly, the ve ry  
he a rt o f the B il l o f R ights, are in  
deadly p e ril today,”  notes th a t 
opposition to the S m ith  A c t is 
r is in g , and adds:

“ The g ro w in g  cam paign fo r  
repea l m e rits  the w idest support, 
b u t i t  m ust be accompanied by a 
po w e rfu l movem ent to un ite  peo­
p le  o f  varied op in ions in  defease 
o f the con s titu tion a l r ig h ts  o f 
those now fa c in g  prosecution. . . 
Such a m ovem ent requires ta k in g  
no pos ition  on the p o lit ic a l p ro ­
g ra m  o f the defendants. I t  
requires on ly  a defense o f th e ir  
con s titu tion a l r ig h ts .”

IN IT IA T IN G  SPONSORS
Conference sponsors include 

co lum n is t I. F . Stone; P ro f. H enry  
P ra t t  F a irc h ild ; James Im b rie ; 
Ben Gold o f the P’u r W orkers; 
C lif fo rd  T. M cA voy o f the 
U n ite d  E le c tr ica l W orkers ; P ro f. 
R obe rt M orss L o ve tt; D r. A lphaeus 
W . H un ton.

The conference w il l  begin a t 1 
P .M . on M arch 10 a t the C ity  
Center, 135 W est 55th St. A  
pu b lic  session s ta rt in g  a t 7:30 
P.M . w i l l  hear and ac t on reports  
fro m  the afte rnoon conference. 
The C itizens Em ergency Defense 
Conference P rovis iona l C om m it­
tee has headquarters a t 401 
B roadw ay, Room 2219, New  Y ork .

m itle d ly  supported on ly by the 
professional m ilita r is ts , the Pen­
tagon, and the W a ll S tree t dom ­
inated press, w h ile  the people of 
the coun try  and the popu lar o r­
ganizations are ove rw he lm ing ly  
opposed. T h is  is substantia ted by 
reports o f Congressional m ail.

In  the f in a l vote, the m ost solid 
supporters o f U M T  were the 
' r a n '  Deal”  libe ra ls , who were 
fa r  less responsive to pub lic  op in­
ion than a ll o ther groups in  Con­
gress.

P E O P LE  VS. M IL IT A R IS M
Representative Barden o f N . C. 

to ld  the House th a t “ lite ra lly  
thousands o f le tte rs  have been 
pou ring  in to  m y o ffice , and fa r  
more than 50'/h o f them  were no t 
w r itte n  on letterheads. They were 
w r itte n  on scratch tab le ts , and 
w ith  pen and in k  and pencil, i f  
you please. A n d  no t 1 ou t o f 500 
favored th is  b i l l. ”  S im ila r ly , Rep­
resentative Jenkins o f Ohio said: 
"1 have received thousands o f 
le tte rs  and com m unications . . . 
They have im p lored me n o t to vote 
th e ir  sons in to  com pulsory u n ive r­
sal m il ita ry  tra in in g . . . I  have 
tew , i f  any, com m unications f a ­
voring  tne U M T  program . . . . 
M r. C hairm an, th is  is a con tro ­
versy w ith  the people on one side, 
and some o f the m il ita ry  leaders 
on the o ther.”

These are the fac ts  th a t ex­
p la in  w hy th is  Congress, w h ich  
has been able to  sw a llow  every 
w a rlik e  measure o f the adm in is­
tra tio n , has found  i t  im possible 
to pass U M T. The evidence is th a t 
la rge  numbers o f the opposition 
Congressmen would have voted 
fo r  th is  measure i f  they d idn ’t  
fe a r th a t th e ir  constituen ts would 
boot them  ou t a t the ne x t elec­
tion . R epresentative Wood fro m  
Idaho made th is  c lear in  the 
House debate when he said:

“ The true  voice o f A m erica, 
which has sent hundreds o f thou­
sands, yes, perhaps m illio n s  o f 
le tte rs  to th is  House, dem anding 
th a t y o u r constituen ts w ant none 
o f th is  N a tio n a l S ecu rity  T ra in ­
in g  Corps. . . means ju s t w ha t i t  
says. A nd  you had be tte r read, 
m ark, and in w a rd ly  d igest th e ir  
message. The Voice o f A m erica  
—  the true  Voice o f A m erica , is 
speaking to  you.”

P U S H E D  BY T R U M A N
U n iversa l conscrip tion on a 

perm anent, peacetime basis, fo r  
30 years a pe t scheme o f the 
na tion ’s c a p ita lis t-m ilita r is ts , has 
been pushed by the T rum an ad­
m in is tra tio n  since 1945, o r long 
before the present so-called “ na­
tion a l emergency.”  However, pop­
u la r opposition has a lw ays p re ­
vented its  passage.

I t  is genera lly  adm itted  by 
a d m in is tra tion  spokesmen th a t 
the s ix  m onths t ra in in g  period 
provided in  the measure is mean­
ingless, and w i l l  no t serve to 
produce tra ined  soldiers. Thus 
the rea l ob ject o f the proposed 
b ill is to  be found in  the seven 

(C ontinued on page 2)

Grand Jury Releases Four 
Involved in Cairo Bomb Case

By Albert Parker
The A lexander County grand 

ju ry ,  set up to investiga te  bomb 
violence aga inst Negroes in  Cairo, 
111., decided last week not to  
in d ic t fou r men charged w ith  
th ro w in g  a bomb a t a N egro ’s 
home. A t  the same tim e, the ju ry  
decided not to in d ic t e igh t o ther 
persons who had been arrested 
so le ly  because they demanded 
com pliance w ith  a s ta te  law  ban­
n ing  segregation in  the  schooLs.

In  the eyes o f the grand ju ry , 
advocating enforcem ent o f state 
law s and using force and violence 
aga ins t those who ask fo r  the 
law s to be observed, are on the 
same plane, and n e ithe r should 
be punished. W ha t could be fa ire r ,  
m ore im p a rtia l and ju s t than  a 
g rand  ju ry  th a t frees rac is t 
hoodlums and th e ir  v ic tim s  a like?

N O T  SO IM P A R T IA L
H owever, the grand ju ry  was 

n o t qu ite so im p a rt ia l in  the 
re p o rt i t  subm itted  a fte r  deciding 
r.o t to  make any ind ic tm ents  fo r  
a ttem p ts  to in tim id a te  Negroes 
in to  g iv in g  up th e ir  l ig h t  aga inst 
school segregation.

A bout the hoodlums, its  report 
had no th ing  to  say. But about 
th e  N a tiona l Associa tion fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colored People 
and its  figh t aga inst segregation 
i t  had a good deal to  say, and 
none o f i t  good.

R e fe rrin g  f irs t  to  “ outside in ­
fluence ( th a t)  has suddenly dis­

rup ted the sa fe ty  and m ora l con­
d itions o f our school ch ild ren ,”  
the grand ju r y  denounced the 
N A A C P  representatives fo r  show­
in g  “ arrogance, abusiveness and 
u tte r  lack o f cooperation, which 
could have ve ry  easily  led to 
violence and upheaval”  and fo r  
t ry in g  “ to usurp our school sys­
tem .”

The grand ju ry  ta lks  as i f  there 
had been no “ violence and 
upheaval,”  a lthough shots were 
fired in to  one N egro ’s home, an­
o th e r’s was bombed, and dyna­
m ite  was discovered in  f ro n t  of 
the shop o f a th ird  Negro. 
Anyhow , the g rand  ju r y  im plies, 
violence was the fa u lt  o f  the 
N A A O P . I f  the N A A C P  had 
shown some “ cooperation”  w ith  
the hoodlums t r y in g  to  preserve 
J im  C row  in  the schools, there 
would no t have been any violence 
—  sec?

U P H O LD S  R A C IS TS
F urthe rm ore , the grand ju ry  

said, the school o ffic ia ls  should 
be pe rm itte d  to  “ in te rp re t the 
la w ”  p ro h ib it in g  segregation as 
they see f it. A nd anyhow : “ We 
have not found any evidence of 
.segregation practiced in  our 
pub lic  school system .”

In the lig h t  o f th is  repo rt, the 
on ly  su rp ris in g  th in g  is th a t the 
grand ju ry  fa ile d  to ask fo r  
medals to be awarded to the local 
K R K  hoodlums fo r  th e ir  f ig h t 
aga inst “ outside in fluence.”

Vol. X V I - No. 10 NEW YORK, N. Y., MONDAY, MARCH 10, 1952 PRICE: FIVE CENTS

Witch-Hunt Aimed at Unions, 
Detroit Smear-Hearings Show
FORD LOCAL DENOUNCES 
HOUSE GROUP’S ATTACK

By Everett Kennedy
DETROIT, March 3 — After a witch hunting orgy 

that raged tor a week to the accompaniment of screaming 
newspaper headlines and blaring radio broadcasts the

The Decoy

House U n -A m e r ic a n  A c t iv i t ie s ^  
Com m ittee recessed its  D e tro it  
hearings a fte r  th rea ten ing  a 
re tu rn  engagement here next 
Monday.

Tne m ain ta rg e t o f the  w itch  
hunt, according to advance notice, 
was to be UAVV-CiO F o rd  Local 
buu, la rgest local union in  thein
w orld . Because o f its  opposition 
to the re d ib a it in g  Reuther ad­
m in is tra tio n  and its  vigorous ad­
vocacy o f a m il ita n t  un ion p ro ­
g ram  Local 600 appears as the 
sym bol o f “ com m unism ”  to  the 
la 'bor-hating  gang who descended 
on D e tro it  to do a ha tchet jo b  
to r  the corpora tions. B u t the 
s trong  stand o f the loca l in  
defense o f its  officers and mom- 
bers headed o f f  the un ion- 
w reck ing  a ttem p t to  sow fe a r  and 
uissension in  the ranks.

W IT C H  H U N T  V IC T IM S
W hen the smoke cleared the 

w itch -nun te rs  could c la im  a few  
v ic tim s  —  bu t none in  the ranks 
o f Local GOO. A  school teacher 
was dism issed; a W ayne U n iv e r­
s ity  student was suspended; A  
D e tro it News a r t is t  and. a D e tro it 
T im es copy ed ito r were tire d ; the 
second v io lin is t o f the D e tro it  
Symphony, O rchestra los t h is jo b ; 
a County ja i l  guard  resigned and 
two auto w orkers were threatened 
by com pany-m inded stooges and 
tem p o ra rily  forced o f f  th e ir  
joos. A ll,  except the ja i l  guard, 
appeared as “ hostile  w itnesses”  
and refused to “ cooperate”  w ith  
the com m ittee.

One of the most ominous aspects 
of the committee inquisition was 
the attempt to terrorize the 
Negro community by concentrat­
ing a murderous fire .against a 
number of prominent Negro lead­
ers in the tight against Jim  Crow. 
Rut (he intended victims turned 
accusers and exposed the reac­
tionary character of the commit­
tee. Coleman Young, secretary of 
the recently formed National 
Negro Labor Council was grilled  
for over an hour by committee 
counsel Frank Tavenner and 
chairman Wood, Representative 
trom Georgia.

CALL£JJ TO  O RDER
Young repeatedly called the in ­

qu is ito rs  to  order fo r  us ing the 
te r n  "N ig ra ”  in  re fe rr in g  to 
members o f his race. A t  one 
p o in t . he stopped Wood sh o rt in  
the fo llo w in g  exchange:

Young: “ You said •N igra.’ ” 
Wood: “ W ell, it"was a  mistake, 

1 can’t help the way I  ta lk . I  do 
the best I  can. I  come from  fife 
South, you know.”

Young: “ Yes, frdm  Georgiy 
where’ the Negroes can’t  vote and 
there are lynchings.”

A t  another p o in t in  the ques­
tio n in g  com m ittee counsel Taven­
ner, a d m ittin g  there  was no 
“ evidence”  o f C om m unist Party  
membership asked Youngs w h a t 
he knew at>out the CP. “ You have 
me m ixed up w ith  a stool pigeon, 
s ir ,”  Y oung rep lied. T h is  ex- 

(C ontlnued on page 2)

SWP TICKET TILED IN  NEW JERSEY; 
PA. PETITIONS TOP LEGAL MINIMUM

How Good Detroit Teacher Beoano 
As “ Important as a Gao Mod”

D E T R O IT  —  The w itness who got the m ost p u b lic ity  
du ring  the House U n-A m erican  A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee hearings 
here was M rs. E leanor M aki, a school teacher since 1929.

Named by one o f the pa id  agents o f the w itc h  hunters 
as a long tim e m ember o f the C om m unist P a r ty , M rs . M a k i 
was not im m ed ia te ly  ava ilab le  fo r  tes tim ony. H e r de lay in  
appearing  before the com m ittee became the basis o f hys te rica l 
headlines and stories in  the d a ily  press.

M ore s ig n if ic a n t was the fa c t  th a t in  sp ite  o f the  hys­
te r ia  no t one person in  the D e tro it  school system  could be 
found who had a n y th in g  b u t respect and pra ise fo r  her 
conduct as a teacher. H e r p rin c ip a l said: “ She has been a 
good teacher a t th is  school since 1944. We have never had a 
com p la in t aga inst her.”

In  a s ta tem ent to the com m ittee, M rs. M ak i said: “ N o th in g  
I  have done has been inconsistent w ith  the tru e  ideals o f our 
A m erican  democracy. The hys te ria  w h ipped up by th is  com ­
m ittee  has subjected me to the m ost vic ious k in d  o f persecu­
tion . I t  is  d irected a t me as a teacher as p a r t  o f a cam paign 
to  s t if le  freedom  o f tho ugh t fo r  teachers th rou gh ou t the coun­
try .  I  p ro te s t the actions o f th is  com m ittee as be ing un -A m e r­
ican and a m ockery o f e ve ry th in g  A m erica  has stood fo r  in  
the past.”

She also to ld  the press: “ Perhaps I  should no t say th is . 
I t  is probably unwise. A nd  ye t —  a ll m y l i fe  I  have worked 
hard. N o one paid any a tten tion . Now , suddenly, I  am as im ­
po rta n t as a gun m o ll.”

The Socialist W orkers  P a rty  
pres identia l election cam paign 
made fu rth e r progress las t week 
when pe titions nom ina ting  F a r­
re ll Dobbs fo r  P resident and 
Grace Carlson fo r  V ice President 
were filed  in  one in d u s tr ia l state, 
preparations were concluded to  
f ile  in  a second, and successes 
were being recorded in  a pe tition  
cam paign in  a th ird  state.

Dobbs-Carlson no m in a ting  p e ti­
tions were filed in T renton on 
M arch 3, three days before the 
deadline. Local candidates nom i­
nated by the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  in New  Jersey were George 
B re itm an fo r  U.S. S enator and 
W illia m  E. Bohannan fo r  Con­
gressman fro m  the 11th D is tr ic t.

PA. F U L F IL L S  Q UO TA
In  P ennsylvania-the SWP State 

Com m ittee reported th a t by  the 
end o f the second week o f a 21- 
day p e titio n  cam paign, its  can­
vassers had a lready topped the 
le g a lly  requ ired m in im um  o f 
9,200 signatures. T h is  le f t  one 
more week in which add itiona l 
signatures could be gathered as 
a safeguard aga inst possible 
challenges. In  th is  state tho

pe titions  m ust be filed by M arch
10.

The d iff ic u lt ie s  th a t a m in o rity  
p a rty  m ust overcome in ga the ring  
so m any s ignatures in  such a 
sho rt period du rin g  tho w o rs t 
p a r t of the w in te r were illu s tra te d  
ia.st Saturday when a b lizzard 
s truck  P h ilade lph ia  and several 
o ther centers where canvassing 
was being done.

The canvassers continued th e ir 
w o rk  just, the same, b u t i t  was 
harder, colder, w e tte r and less re ­
w a rd ing  in te rm s o f s ignatures 
collected than the previous week- 

’ end. The on ly reason the ca p ita l­
is t po litic ian s  set th is  tim e o f 
year fo r  p e titio n  w o rk  fo r  an 
election to be held in  Novem ber 
is to make i t  as hard as possible 
fo r  m in o r ity  pa rties  to q u a lify .

Besides Dobbs and Carlson, the 
Pennsylvania pe titions, bearing 
the ba llo t name of M il ita n t  
W orkers P a rty , nom inate A nn  
Chester fo r  U.S. Senator and 
Clyde T u rn e r fo r  S tate Treasurer.

M IC H IG A N  C A M P A IG N
The Socia list P a rty  in th is  

state is also f il in g  a pres identia l 
t i c k e t ,  a lthough decision on 
w hether i t  w i l l  a c tu a lly  ru n  m ust

aw a it a national convention in  
May.

F rom  D e tro it conies a re p o rt 
tha t SW P branches are m oving 
along com fo rta b ly  in  keeping up 
w ith  the quotas they  set to w in  
a place on the M ich igan ba llo t. 
Canvassers say they are find ing  
it  a t least as easy to  get 
signatures th is  year as in past 
pe tition  campaigns.

There was some speculation 
about the e ffects th a t the w ide ly - 
publicized House U n -A m e r ic a n  
Com m ittee ’s w itch  h u n t hearings 
would have on p e tition -ga th e rin g . 
B u t i t  turned ou t th a t w h ile  a 
few  people refused to sign, ex­
pressing  fe a r o f re tr ib u tio n  fro m  
the com m ittee, the average num ­
ber o f pe titions  was m ain ta ined 
ia s t week.

W hile  the resu lts as a whole 
are ve ry  encouraging, there arc 
always exceptional perform ances. 
One woman, stand ing in  f ro n t  of 
an A  &  P m arke t in  Oakland 
County on a Satu rday, obtained 
76 s ignatures in a l i t t le  over tw o | 
hours. A no the r canvasser w ent 
ou t in the m orn ing , re turned 
home fo r  lunch and w ent out 
again, n e ttin g  a to ta l o f 130 fo r  
the day.

Sleepless 3 Days, Gl Naps-Gets 10 Years
By George La van

A g lim pse o f brass-hat jus tice  
in  Korea was furn ished las t week 
by the a ttem p t o f an A llo w a y , 
N. J., fa th e r to  ob ta in  a fa ir  
hearing  fo r his 20-year old son, 
•sentenced to  ten years at hard 
labor in  an a rm y prison.

The soldier, PFC- W arren  M c­
Connell, en listed in  the  A i r  Force 
a t the age o f 19, was trans fe rre d  
to the in fa n t ry  and sent to  Korea, 
was wounded on H eartb reak  
Ridge and f in a lly  was cou rt- 
m artia led  fo r  fa ll in g  asleep on 
sen try  du ty . The ten -year sen­
tence was la te r  upheld b y  the 
A rm y  Judge Advocate General 
Board -of Review'.

FA C TS  M A D E  P U B L IC
M cConnell’s fa th e r, a m il l­

w r ig h t, has made pub lic  some o f

the fac ts  o f the  case. F ir s t ,  th a t 
his son was no t a llow ed to  take 
the stand in his ow n defense a t 
the c o u rt-m a rtia l. S e c o n d ,  a le tte r  
fro m  his son te ll in g  the s to ry :

“ W e had been awake fo r  three 
days p r io r  to  the tim e  we got 
caught sleeping on guard. They 
kept us bu ild in g  bunkers d u rin g  
the daytim e and p u llin g  guard 
du ty  a ll n ig h t. I f  you have ever 
been awake th a t long you w il l  
know how w c fe lt .

“ We knew  we would go to 
sleep i f  we go t too com fortab le  
on guard , so the n ig h t we go t 
caught wc tr ie d  to make ourselves 
as uncom fortab le  as possible.

“ The pos ition  we had been in 
go t h i t  d u rin g  the day, and we 
picked ou t a new one, fin a lly  
se ttin g  up on a bunch o f rocks. 
I t  was cold as a ll g e t out. The 
la s t tim e  I  looked a t m y  watch

i t  was 1:50 a.m. The other tw o 
had gone to  sleep.

“ A t  2 o’clock, the lieu tenan t 
came around checking. He had 
slept d u rin g  the day and was 
sleeping on guard th a t n ig h t u n til 
the phone guard came out to  see 
w hat was the m a tte r why he 
wasn’t  answering the phone.
. , “ A nyhow  he woke us up and 
to ld us to s tay awake. Then in 
the m orn ing  he called us up in 
f ro n t  o f the cap ta in  and to ld  
h im . . .

“ They fin a lly  go t five o f us and 
were go ing to  co u rt-m a rtia l us. 
Three o f them go t out o f i t  be­
cause the sergeant th a t was 
go ing to  te s t ify  against, them  go t 
k ille d  two days la te r. T h a t le f t  
m y squad leader and me.”

M cConnell learned about his 
son’s fa te  in d ire c tly  —  the a rm y 
no t bo the ring  to in fo rm  re la tives

o f m il ita ry  “ c rim in a ls ”  about 
such t r if le s  as ten-year sentences. 
He began to ge t w o rried  about 
his son when le tte rs  and packages 
began com ing back fro m  Korea 
to the fa m ily . F in a lly  he w ired  
tne a d ju ta n t general ask ing  fo r  
news o f his son. He received a 
rep ly  th a t PFC- M cConnell had 
been cou rt - m a rtia led  and sen­
tenced to ten years and no 
fu r th e r  details.

The im prisoned so ld ie r’s fa th e r 
has re ta ined a la w ye r to  a ttem p t 
an appeal o f the sentence. The 
townspeople o f A llo w a y , N . J., 
are backing the figh t. They held 
a p ro tes t mass m eeting and took 
up a collection to  he lp pay legal 
expenses.

The lack o f a fa i r  t r ia l ,  the 
seve rity  o f the sentence and the 
double standard fo r  officers and 
enlisted men th a t are obvious in

P FC  M cConnell’s case are fe a t­
ures o f thousands o f o ther 
cases o f G ls —  now ro t t in g  in  
m il ita ry  prisons. P a rt ic u la r ly  
savage are the sentences meted 
ou t to N egro soldiers by the 
w h ite-suprem acy m inded brass. A  
num ber o f such cases in  Korea 
were exposed la s t yea r by the 
N A A C P .

P F C  M cConnell is fo rtu n a te  in  
hav ing  a fa m ily  and fr ie n d s  who 
have ba ttled  his case to the pub lic  
notice. A n  aroused pub lic  m ay 
fo rce  an in ve s tig a tio n  o f h is  cou rt 
m a rtia l. Y e t i t  is m ore than a 
question o f saving ju s t P FC  M c­
Connell —  as w e ll as h is squad 
leader, who, appa ren tly , was con­
v ic ted on the same evidence. I t  is 
a question o f tu rn in g  a p itiless  
s p o tlig h t on the whole caste- 
ridden a rm y  set up w ith  its  b ru ta l 
c o u rt-m a rtia l “ ju s tice .”

Negroes Also 
Targets Of 
Red-Baiters

The Congressional witch- 
hunters’ invasion of Detroit 
and their assault on CIO 
U nited A u to  W orkers  Ford  Local 
600 is an a larm  s igna l to  a ll 
organized labor. Here is another 
and clam orous w a rn in g  th a t the 
A m erican  union movem ent is the 
u ltim a te  ta rg e t o f the d rive  
against c iv il libe rtie s  being waged 
under cover o f a n ti- “ Com m un- 
ism .”

P roo f o f the a n ti- la b o r a im  o f 
the w itch  hunt, o f w h ich the 
House U n - A m erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee hearings arc a p a rt, 
is the place, v ic tim s , tim e and 
circum stances o f its  la tes t in ­
qu is ition .

D e tro it is the ch ie f s trongho ld 
o f the m ig h ty  auto w orkers  and 
a. bastion o f un ion labor, bo th  
CIO and A F L . The House com­
m ittee  selected as its  v ic t im  the 
la rge s t union local in  A m erica, 
F ord  600, and dared to d rag  lead­
ing  o ffic ia ls  o f th is  local before 
kangaroo-court hearings.

The auto w orkers  are g ro w in g  
inc reas ing ly  aroused aga inst mass 
unem ploym ent and speedup. P a rt 
o f the House com m ittee ’s job  is 
to smear, confuse and in tim id a te  
un ion w orkers  who are p re pa ring  
to res is t sham eful conditions w ith  
mass actions.

A T T A C K  ON NEG RO ES
Clear evidence th a t p a rt o f the 

aims o f the w itch  hunt are to  
degrade and te rro rize  the N egro  
people was disclosed by the fac t 
th a t a h igh percentage o f those 
called before the House, com ­
m ittee in  D e tro it were Negroes, 
inc lud ing  W illia m  Hood, Local 
600 Recording Secretary.

The w itch  hun t has become an 
ominous th re a t to the jobs and 
secu rity  o f broad s tra ta  o f the  
population and has g iven em­
ployers, both pub lic  and p riva te , 
a deadly club over the w orkers. 
Am ong those suspended, expelled 
o r fired ju s t  because they  were 
called before the House hearings 
in D e tro it were a school teacher, 
tw o newspaper employes, an 
orchestra member and a college 
student. They had no tr ia l,  had 
com m itted no misdeed. They had 
on ly stood on th e ir  con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts  and had refused to act as 
stoolpigeons.

A  s in is te r by-p roduct o f the 
House com m ittee hearings in  
D e tro it was the d r iv in g  o f w o rk ­
ers o f f  th e ir  jobs. The hearings 
emboldened an ti-un ion  and com ­
pany-stooge elements in  the 
plants who employed mob action 
to d rive  ou t several auto w orkers  
who had been called to the hear­
ings. The w itch  hu n t seriously  
threatens to s p lit  the unions.

R E U T H E R  S IL E N T
In  the face o f the vic ious th re a t 

to the D e tro it  unions and the 
auto union specifica lly, the top  
union o ffic ia ls  preserved a cow­
a rd ly  —  nay, a treacherous —  
silence. W a lte r Reuther, head o f 
the auto union, who finds tim e  
and breath fo r  p ra c tic a lly  every­
th in g  else, played dum m y d u rin g  
the hearings. N e ith e r he no r 
o ther leading union o ffic ia ls  took 
even the e lem entary action o f 
denouncing the hearings, le t  
alone m ob iliz in g  actions aga inst 
them. This was n a tu ra lly  in te r ­
preted as a go-ahead signa l by 
the w itch  hunters.

I f  the an ti-labo r, an ti-N e g ro  
opponents o f c iv il r ig h ts  can g e t 
aw ay w ith  th e ir  a tta ck  on D e tro it  
w orkers and unions, they  w i l l  no t 
hesitate to spread th e ir  o ffensive  
to o the r unions th roughou t the  
country . O rganized labo r dare 
not tem porize. I t  m ust arouse 
its e lf  and f ig h t the w itch  h u n t 
w ith  a ll its  power. B oth the A F L  
and CIO in tlie  past w en t on 
record s tig m a tiz in g  the House 
U n -A m erican  A c tiv it ie s  C om m it­
tee. T h e ir p ro tes t —  and th e ir  
actipn —  is needed now»
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M ichigan House Passes 
Fascist Bill Unanimously

D E T R O IT , M arch 3 —  One 
product o f the House U n -A m er­
ican A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee w itch  
hun t hearings in  D e tro it  was the 
passage by the M ich igan  House 
o f Representatives o f th e ' most 
reactionary  b ill in the sta te ’s h is ­
to ry .

B il l 20, m isnamed a “ com­
m un is t con tro l”  Tiieasure, was 
unan im ously p a s s e d  by the 
M ich igan House in  the m idst o f 
the hys te ria  generated by the 
D e tro it hearings. The State 
Senate w i l l  not. be able to act on 
the b ill u n t il a fte r  M arch  13. B ut 
the House U n-A m erican  C om m it­
tee has prom ised to make a re tu rn  
engagement in D e tro it  on M arch 
10, a t which tim e  fu r th e r  sen ti­
m ent fo r  B il l 20 w i l l  be whipped 
up.

Patterned on the federa l Mc- 
C arran A c t, B il l 20 contains some 
o f the most outrageous assaults 
on the B ill o f R igh ts  ever passed 
by any state leg is la tu re .

A IM E D  A T  LA B O R
Am ong these is a section on 

“ sabotage”  w h ich  could be used

to cripp le  the labo r movement. I t  
defines “ sabotage”  as “ the w illfu l 
and m alic ious in fl ic t io n  o f ph ys i­
cal damage or in ju ry  to p ro p e rty .”  
Under th is  broad and de libera te ly  
\ague  prov is ion , any s tr ike  .that 
shuts down a p lan t anil prevents 
an em ployer fro m  m oving and 
se lling  products could be charged 
w ith  “ sabotage”  and s tr ike rs  
could be im prisoned fo r  fro m  tw o 
to 20 years, in  addition to pena l­
ties covered by o ther a n ti- 
sabotage laws a lready on the 
books.

T h is provision would also revive 
cap ita l punishm ent in M ich igan, 
s tip u la tin g  punishm ent o f death 
o r im prisonm ent “ should any loss 
o f life  occur by reason o f . . . any 
attem pted sabotage o r destruc­
tio n .”  Thus, i f  a bunch o f scabs 
should a ttack  a p icke t line  and 
i f  anyone was k ille d  in  the 
violence th a t fo llow ed, the s t r ik ­
ers could be subject to the death 
sentence (now  banned in  th is  
s ta te ).

B il l 20 s tr ike s  a dagger blow  
at the p rinc ip le  o f free elections 
b y  p ro h ib it in g  “ the name o f any

Acheson Pushes New G erm an A rm y

FORD LOCAL CONDEMNS 
HOUSE GROUP'S ATTACK

(Continued fro m  page 1)
change p inpo in ted the whole 
technique o f the U n -A m e r ic a n  
Com m ittee w itc l\ hunt.

I t  was not enough to answer 
“ yes”  o r “ no”  to the t r ic k  ques­
tio n : A re  you now or have you 
ever been a member o f the Com ­
m un is t P a rty ?  The en tire  line 
o f question ing is designed to 
e x tra c t in fo rm a tio n  fro m  u n w il­
lin g  witnesses. I t  is conceived as 
a device to tu rn  w itnesses in to 
stool pigeons and in fo rm ers. 
Members o f the com m ittee ad­
m itte d  as much in an in te rv ie w  
published in  the D e tro it Free 
Press, Feb. 29.

A ll o f the “ hostile ”  witnesses 
subpoenaed to te s t ify  refused to 
answer lead ing questions by 
c la im in g  th e ir  r ig h ts  under the 
F if th  Amendment, to the C onstitu ­
tion  which pro tects a w itness 
against se lf - in c rim ina tion . The 
Free Press p u t the question to 
com m ittee members: “ W hat hap­
pens i f  a w itness should procla im  
th a t he’s a Com m unist and then 
w on ’t  answer fu r th e r  questions?”  
The Congressmen rep lied “ tha t 
th e y ’d p robab ly ask the fu l l  House 
to c ite  the w itness fo r  contem pt 
o f Congress.”  Damn clever, these 
w itch  hunters!

P A ID  IN F O R M E R S
W ith  the hostile  witnesses 

re fu s in g  to tu rn  stool pigeon the 
com m ittee was compelled to re ly  
on a m otley assortm ent o f paid 
in fo rm ers , F B I undercover agents 
and labor spies. W h ile  th is  un ­
savo ry  crew did name a num ber 
o f Local 600 members as “ com­
m un is ts ,”  o n ly  tw o, both officers, 
were summoned to  appear.

W illia m  R. Hood, recording 
secre tary o f Local 600 and ch a ir­
man o f the N a tion a l Negro Labor 
Council f la t ly  denied membership 
in  the Com m unist P a rty  d u rin g  
the period wh ich, as a un ion o f­
fic ia l, he was required to sign the 
T a ft-H a rt le y  “ lo y a lty  a ffid a v its .”  
Hood refused to d ivu lge  his 
Georgia b irthp lace  fo r  fe a r o f 
rep risa ls  aga inst re la tives  s t i l l  
l iv in g  there. He testified  he le f t  
Georgia in  1910 a f te r  a mob had 
murdered his uncle and m an­
handled his fa th e r  and m other.

A no the r .Local 600 o ffice r, vice- 
president P at Rice, was the on ly

Local Addresses 
Of Socialist 

Workers Party
A K R O N — F o r  In fo rm a tio n ,  w r i te  P . O.

B o x  1842.
B O S TO N — W o rk e rs  E d u c a tio n a l C enter, 

30 8 tu a r t  S t. Open Tuea.. 5:30*9 P .M  
S o c ia l la s t S a t. o f eve ry  m o n th .

B U F F A L O — M il i t a n t  F o ru m . 629 M a in  
S tre e t, 2nd f l .  O pen e v e ry  a fte rn o o n  ex* 
oep t Sun. Phone M A d ls o n  3 9GO.

C H IC A G O — 734 S i W a b a sh  A ve . Open 
d a l ly  excep t S u n d a y , 12-6:00 P M . Phone 
H A r r is o n  7-0103.

C L E V E L A N D  —  10009 S u p e r io r  Ave .
D E T R O IT — 0108 L in  wood A ve . Open 

M on. th ro u g h  3a*.., 12-5 P .M . Phone T Y  
7-6267.

F L I N T — S W P . 1007 O ak S tre e t. Phone 
22496.

T.OS A N G E L E S  —  1702 E a s t 4 th  S t  
Phone A N jre lu s  9-49R3.

M IL W A U K E E — 917 N . 3 rd  S t., 3 rd  f l.  
Open Sun. th ro u g h  F r l . ,  7 :3 0 -9 :3 0  P .M .

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 S o u th  4 th  S t. Open 
d a l ly  excep t Sun. 10 A .M .-6  P .M . L ib r a ­
r y ,  b o o ks to re . I ’hone M a in  7781.

N E W  H A V E N — F o r  In fo rm a tio n ,  w r i te  
P .O . B o x 1019.

N E W A R K — 123 S p r in g f ie ld  Avenue.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y — H n . : 116 U n iv e rs ity
P la ce . P h o n e : A L  5-7852.

B R O O K L Y N  —  18 K e v in s  S tre e t. 2nd 
f lo o r .

O A K L A N D  (C a l.)  —  F o r  In fo rm a tio n  
w r i te  P .O . B o x 1953.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  
A v e ., 2nd f l .  Open e ve ry  F r l .  even ing . 
Phone Stevenson 4-5820.

S T . L O U IS — F o r  In fo rm a tio n ,  Phone 
M O  7194.

ST . P A U L — Phone S ta te  h e a d q u a rte rs . 
M A in  7781.

S A N  F R A N C IS C O — 1739 F i l lm o r e  8 t. 
4 th  f l .  Open d a l ly  excep t Sunday, 12- 
4:30 P .M . Phone F I  G-0410.

S E A T T L E — M a y n a rd  B ld g .,  1st Av®., 
So. an d  W a s h in g to n , B m  201. O pen M on. 
th ro u g h  S a t. 12-5 P .M . B ra n c h  m eeting  
rv e ry  T h u rs ..  7 :30 P .M . L ib r a r y ,  boo k­
s to re . Phone  M a in  9278.

Y O U N G S T O W N  —  234 E . F e d e ra l B t.

witness to appear before the com­
m ittee  who was no t even ques­
tioned on alleged Com m unist 
P a rty  membership. L a te r, in  an 
in te rv ie w  w ith  the press, he
f la t ly  denied ever hav ing  been a 
CP member. In  th e ir  frenzied 
zeal to  “ ge t som eth ing”  on a 
Local GOO o ffice r the com m ittee 
charged th a t Rice had fa ls ified  
a passport app lica tion . Since the 
hearing  i t  has been disclosed th a t 
the charge g rew  out o f a 
typograph ica l e rro r on the ap­
p lica tion , w h ich lis ted  Rice’s res­
idence as Cleveland instead o f
D e tro it.

R E U T H E R  S IL E N T
W hile  the R euther leadership 

has rem ained s ilen t on the hear­
ings and have thus aided and
abetted the com m ittee in its  
un ion-busting  ac tiv itie s , they have 
fe lt  obliged to come to the defense 
o f U A W  members forced o f f  the 
job as a resu lt o f being named 
in  the hearings.

Joss Chatw in , o ffice r o f Local 
154, issued a s trong  statem ent 
when some Hudson local members 
refused to  w o rk  w ith  a member 
named in  the hearings. S im ila r ly , 
H a rry  Southwell, R euthe rite  p res­
ident o f Local 174, issued a sta te ­
m ent defending the r ig h t  o f w itch  
h u n t v ic tim , John Chervany, to  
his job  a t the Am erican M eta l 
Products p la n t and th rea ten ing  
“ d isc ip lin a ry  action”  aga inst those 
fo rc in g  h im  fro m  his job.

The In te rn a tio n a l U n ion issued 
a statem ent re a ffirm in g  the stand 
i t  had taken sho rtly  a fte r  the 
ou tbreak o f the Korean w ar 
when some members had engaged 
in violence aga inst alleged Com­
m un ist P a rty  members. “ V io len t 
action wh ich deprives ind iv idua ls  
o f th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts  is the 
weapon o f the to ta lita r ia n s  them ­
selves,”  said the statem ent which 
was repeated in the present case.

A lthough  the In te rn a tio n a l 
U n ion  rem ained s ilen t on the 
bearings a num ber o f local unions 
expressed th e ir  opposition to the 
purposes o f the w itch  hunt.

Ford  Local 600 played the most 
aggressive ro le  in denouncing the 
aims and purposes o f the House 
U n-A m erican  C om m ittee ’s D e tro it 
b litz k r ie g . B rig gs  Local 212 Gen­
era l Council and DeSoto Local 
227 m em bership also expressed 
th e ir  opposition by  adop ting  reso­
lu tions  condem ning the com m it­
tee. W h ile  the M ich igan  C IO  News 
had warned in  advance th a t the 
com m ittee “ aim s swipe a t A u to  
U n ion ,”  i t  ca rried  no t one word 
on the hearings in its  recent 
issue.

co ipm unist or o f any nominee 
o f the com m unist p a r ty ”  from  
appearing on the ba llo t.

B RO AD D E F IN IT IO N S
I t  should no t be tho ugh t th a t 

th is  re fe rs  to the  Com m unist 
P a rty  alone. The de fin ition  o f a 
“ com m unist”  is broad enough to 
include anyone the w itch  hunters 
w a n t to g e t: “ A  ‘com m unist’ is a 
person who is a m em ber o f the 
com m unist p a rty , no tw iths tan d ­
in g  the fa c t tha t he m ay not pay 
dues to, o r hold a card in, said 
p a r ty .”

The “ com m unist p a r ty ”  is 
“ any o rgan iza tion  . . . which in 
any m anner advocates, o r acts to 
fu r th e r , the w o rld  com m unist 
m ovem ent.”  U nde r th is , any o r­
gan iza tion  opposing any oppres­
sive la w  o r practice could be 
designated as the “ com m unist 
p a r ty ”  i f  the po litic ians  o r police 
wanted to  suppress it .  “ W orld  
com m unist m ovem ent”  c o u l d  
mean an y th in g , inc lud ing  in te rna ­
tion a l labo r unions or groups 
sym pathetic  to  colon ia l move­
ments.

A  “ com m unist f ro n t  o rgan iza­
t io n ”  is one, “ the members o f 
which are not a ll com m unists,”  
bu t which “ acts to fu r th e r  the 
w orld  com m unist movem ent.” 'A n  
o rgan iza tion  advocating an FEPC  
b ill could be included under th is  
de fin ition .

R E Q U IR E D  TO R E G IS TE R
Such proscribed organ izations, 

and a ll o f th e ir  members, would 
be requ ired to reg is te r annua lly  
w ith  the state police, and to  sup­
p ly , under oath, “ names o f pe r­
sons known by -reg istrants to be 
com m unists o r members o f any 
com m unist f ro n t  organ iza tions.”

F a ilu re  to  reg is te r o r to  tu rn  
in fo rm e r would be a fe lony, 
punishable by a fine o f up to 
$10,000 and im prisonm ent up to 
ten years, o r both.

N o t one voice o f opposition was 
voiced aga inst th is  fasc is t b ill 
when it  came up fo r  debate in  
the M ich igan House. Rep. Carey, 
who is also an in te rna tiona l 
representative o f the CIO U n ited  
A u to  W orkers, d id  raise a ques­
tion  about its  c o n s titu tio n a lity .

Nevertheless, when the vo le  was 
taken, no t one so-called libe ra l, 
“ fr ie n d  o f labo r”  o r d irec t em­
ployee o f the labo r movem ent 
dared to vote against B il l 20. This 
is a sign o f how v iru le n t the 
w itch  h u n t hys te ria  has become, 
because a num ber o f the mem­
bers o f the M ich igan  House know 
deep down in  th e ir  hearts  th a t 
they themselves can be s tig m a tiz ­
ed and penalized under the p ro v i­
sions o f th is  b ill.

The American 
W ay  of Life

Dean Acheson, U.S. Sec’y o f S tate, shown addressing Lisbon conference o f N o rth  A t la n t ic  
T re a ty  powers where plans were made to g ive G erm an cap ita lis ts  a b ig  ro le in  European a rm ing. 
German cap ita lis ts  are pressing fo r  re v iv a l o f German im peria lism  as price o f jo in in g  anti-S ovie t 
alliance. L is te n ing  are (1. to r .)  Lester Pearson, Canada, Robert Schuman, France, and A n thony 
Eden, G reat B r ita in .

A VISIT FROM THE FBI
Harry Gersh is assistant educational director of the 

CIO Textile Workers of America. He says that he and 
his wife, Violet, used to be members of the Socialist Party
back in  the T h irtie s , and “ We a re® -  
s t i l l  fr ie n d ly  to i t  and its  p r in ­
cip les.”  E v id e n tly  th is  friend liness 
is now p u re ly  p la ton ic , as i t  is 
w ith  many other fo rm e r Socialist 
P a rty  members who worked then- 
w ay in to  the un ion bureaucracy.

A  fe w  m onths ago the Gershes 
had a v is it  fro m  the. F B I. H is  
le p o rt, en titled  “ The D ay the 
F B I Came to O ur House,”  is 
p rin ted  in the January  issue o f 
Com m entary. I t  is  in te res tin g  
both fo r  w ha t i t  shows about the 
methods o f the F B I and fo r  w hat 
it shows about the reaction o f two 
people who now seem to regard 
themselves as libe ra ls .

Newark Fr«. Night 
Socialist Forum
presents a lectu re  on

EISENHOWER:
The Man, H is  Record and 
H is  Role in  the Prussian iz- 

a tion  o f U.S. P o litics  
Speaker:

D A V ID  B E R L IN  

F rida y , M arch 14, at 8:30 PM 
at 423 S p rin g fie ld  Avenue

Twin Cities Readers
Hear

G R A C E  C A R LS O N  
M innesota S tate O rgan izer

Speak on
“Colonial Revolt at 

Flood Tide”
F rida y , M arch 14 -  8 PiM 

10 S. 4th St., M inneapolis
—  A dm iss ion Free —

WAR PRISONERS AND TRUCE TALKS -  
IMPERIALIST HYPOCRISY IN ACTION

By Joseph Keller
Since last Dec. 18 the U.S. b ig  

brass a t I ’ anm unjom  have used the 
issue o f exchange o f w a r prison- 
t r s  as a p re te x t to  s ta ll a Korean 
truce agreem ent. They threaten 
to  keep the w a r go ing  in de fin ite ly  
over th e ir  demand fo r  w ha t they 
ca ll the “ p rinc ip le ”  o f “ vo lun ta ry  
rep a tria tio n .”

The U.S. m ilita r is ts  c la im  th a t 
m any Chinese and Korean prison­
ers o f  w a r don’t  w a n t to go back 
to China and N o rth  Korea. To 
re tu rn  them  to  the side fro m  
w hich they were captured could 
bo accomplished on ly  by “ fo rce”  
and “ against th e ir  w i l l . ”  Never, 
the Am erican nego tia to rs  p iously  
proc la im , w i l l  they  use “ fo rce”  
o tr “ u n w illin g ”  captives. The 
POWs m ust bo given a “ free 
choice”  o f “ vo lu n ta ry  re p a tr ia ­
tio n .”

d u b i o u s  Cl a i m

We have a r ig h t  to bo dubious 
o f any c la im  to m ora l princ ip les 
by m ora lis ts  who boasted about 
th e ir  “ O peration K i l le r ”  and who 
ordered the s laughter by h igh 
explosives and f la m in g  je llie d  
gasoline (napa lm ) o f m illio n s  in 
Korea, a m a jo r ity  of 
c iv ilians .

We were to ld  th a t th is  butchery 
o f c iv ilia n s  in Korea was done 
to “ save the lives o f Am erican 
boys”  —  who should no t have

been sent to Korea in the f irs t 
place. Now  we are to ld  th a t the 
U.S. m il ita ry  ch ie fs are ready to 
sacrifice un to ld  num bers m ore o f 
U.S. troops ra th e r than agree to 
a truce which Would requ ire  the 
“ fo rc ib le ”  re tu rn  o f Chinese and 
Korean prisoners o f w a r.

The p a rtic u la r m ora l qualm  ex ­
pressed rega rd ing  the re tu rn  o f 
Chinese and Korean w a r p rison ­
ers is  a ltoge ther novel. A s F a r 
East correspondent Lindesav P a r­
ro t t  w ro te  in  the Jan. 2 N . Y . 
Times, the  “ vo lun ta ry  re p a tr ia ­
tio n ”  proposition  is "a  new de­
pa rtu re  in  the  h is to ry  o f w a r­
fa re .”

I t  seems especially peculiar 
tha t th is  “ d if f ic u lt  m ora l p rob­
lem ,”  as the T im es called it ,  
should new ly  c o n fro n t the  U.S. 
nego tia tors precise ly when they 
had exhausted a ll ra tio n a l p re ­
tex ts  fo r  b lock ing a truce.

Big Popular Protest Forces 
Congress To Kill Bill

(C ontinued from  page 1)
and one-half years o f “ reserve”  
status tha t w i l l  be imposed on 
every A m erican male. The p u r­
pose o f U M T  is no t to “ tra in  
soldiers,”  b u t to make the you th  
available to  the m il ita ry  estab­
lishm ent any tim e the Pentagon 
Wants them, w ith o u t the ba rrie rs  
and “ red-tape”  th a t a t present 
stands between the generals and 
the youth. »

BRASS H A T  P H ILO S O P H Y  
One Congressman (C u rtis  o f 

M issou ri) charged th a t “ the 
ph ilosophy o f those leaders in  the 
Pentagon who w ant ou r 18-year- 
olds . . .  is  the ph ilosophy o f 
em pire b u ild in g .”

The vast scale o f a n ti - U M T  
fee lin g  is seen fro m  the char­
acte r o f the organ izations op­
posing it .  A l l  the m a jo r labo r 
organ izations, the m a jo r fa rm  
organ iza tions (G range, F a rm  
Bureau Federation, Farm ers 
U n ion ) the  m a jo r church o rgan ­
iza tions (N a t ’l C o u n c i l  o f 
Churches o f C h ris t w ith  147,000

churches and 31,000,000 church 
members, -New Y o rk  Board o f 
Rabbis, etc.) have testified against 
the b il l a t hearings, passed reso­
lu tions  against it ,  sent lobbyists 
to W ashington, and raised a con­
siderable a g ita tio n  in  th e ir  news­
papers, magazines, press releases 
and special pam ph le t lite ra tu re .

D IR T Y  B U S IN E S S
The m ora l b la the r about “ vo lun­

ta ry  re p a tr ia tio n ”  is  an a ttem p t 
to  cover up one o f the d ir t ie s t 
sides o f U.S. im p e ria lism ’s 
“ d ir ty  w a r”  in  Korea. A  close ex ­
am ina tion  o f  the fac ts  reveals a 

them  so,'did chap te r in  im p e ria lis t 
' w a rfa re .

Las t Novem ber the U.S. m il i­
ta ry  command opened a fake 
“ a tro c ity ”  d rive , cha rg ing  the 
Chinese and N o rth  Koreans w ith  
the m urde r o f up to  8,000 U.S. 
prisoners o f w a r. Parents, w ives 
and other re la tive s  o f the 11,000 
n is s in g  GIs in Korea were th row n  
in to  anguish, a lthough Gen. 
E idgw ny subsequently adm itted 
tha t on ly  365 deaths o f U.S. w a r 
prisoners were “ ve rified .”

The ou tc ry  o f “ a troc itie s ”  was 
suddenly dropped. N o th in g  more 
was heard o f i t .  M eanw hile, as 
James Reston reported in  the 
Feb. 27 N . Y. T im es, the  fam ilies  
o f the U.S. POWs have been 
w r it in g  fra n t ic a lly  to  W ash ing ton 
demanding a qu ick agreem ent on 
prisoner exchange and accusing 
the governm ent o f  “ m ishandling 
the prisoner o f w a r issue.”

H U G E  O P P O S IT IO N  M A IL
M ore im p o rta n t than the fo rm a l 

stand o f these organ izations is 
the a n g ry  response o f the ranks 
to the U M T  b ill. ' The F arm ers 
U n ion reports  th a t fa rm  members 
o f th is  o rgan iza tion  responded to 
its  ca ll by po u ring  in to  W ash­
ing ton a t the ra te  o f 100 a week 
to f ig h t the b ill.  The Congres­
sional Record is filled  w ith  hun­
dreds o f reso lu tions aga inst U M T  
sent in b y  local church, educa­
tiona l, fa rm  and labo r bodies 
fro m  every corner o f the nation. 
Congressional a r iti-U M T  m a il has 
been enormous.

Thus, a fte r  7 years o f p ro -U M T  
propaganda, the A d m in is tra tio n  
finds the opposition to U M T  fa r  
g re a te r than ever before.
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POW  PRO TEST
Now, however, i t  is  no t so 

u rgen t fo r  the sa fe ty  o f the U.S. 
prisoners o f w a r to make a speedy 
truce. I t  seems i t  is  now more 
firg e n t no t to make a truce in 
order to “ p ro tec t”  the “ anti-Com - 
m un is t”  Chinese and Korean w a r 
prisoners fro m  being re tu rned  to 
th e ir  own countries. The s itu a ­
tion , according to  Reston, is 
“ m isunderstood”  by the m others, 
fa the rs  and w ives w r it in g  p ro ­
tests to W ashington.

When the U-S. nego tia tors  a t 
Panrmmjom handed over the lis ts  
o f w a r prisoners held in the U.S. 
compounds there were 44,000 
names m issing. W here were they? 
The Am erican spokesmen claim ed 
th a t some 40,000 o f those o r ig i­
n a lly  classified as N o rth  Korean 
v/ar prisoners were re a lly  South 
Koreans and c iv ilia n s  to boot. 
The U.S. had ju s t go t around to 
“ re c lass ify in g ”  them.

Reston com plains, w ith  evident 
reg re t, th a t the U.S. negotia tors 
were unable to  hand over “ an 
e n tire ly  new lis t  th a t could have 
been ‘ed ited’ to e lim ina te  the a n ti­
com m un is ts”  because “ o f the 
lis ts  o f prisoners p rev ious ly  sent 
to the Com m unists th rough  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Red Cross.”

O R IG IN A L  C L A IM
The U.S. commanders had 

o r ig in a lly  claimed the capture o f 
some 176,000 N o rth  Koreans and 
Chinese. Am ong these, undoubt­
edly, were a la rge num ber o f

Campaign for 
Socialism 

Sell The M ilitant!'

South Koreans serv ing  in  the 
N o rth  Korean a rm y and c iv ilians  
picked np as “ suspicious”  and 
th row n  in to  concentra tion camps 
w ith o u t tr ia l.

B y  inc lud ing  the la tte r  under 
the heading o f prisoners o f w a r, 
the U.S. command was able to 
make the resu lts  o f its  m il ita ry  
operations appear more im pres­
sive and, a t the same tim e, hide 
the fa c t th a t la rge  numbers o f 
South Koreans, whom  the U.S. 
is supposed to be “ lib e ra tin g , 
were a c tu a lly  f ig h tin g  against tlx? 
U-S. and its  puppet Syngman 
Rhec.

The Am erican nego tia tors have 
responded to the demand th a t a ll 
those o r ig in a lly  lis ted as w a r 
prisoners be re turned to the 
Chinese - N o rth  Korean side by 
dem anding th a t the Chinese and 
N o rth  Koreans hand over some
50.000 South Koreans whom, the 
U.S. spokesmen c la im , were “ im ­
pressed”  in to  the N o rth  Korean 
A rm y . “ Im press”  means to “ levy 
o r take by fo rce  fo r  public- serv­
ice”  —  lik e  the d ra ft  in  the U.S.

The U.S. representatives do not 
exp la in  w hy they have been com­
pelled to  hold 40,000 alleged 
“ an ti-C om m unist”  South Koreans 
on the isolated prison island o f 
Koje, w h ile  the Chinese and N o rth  
Koreans are no t a fra id  to  arm 
these same South Koreans and 
in fi lt ra te  these “ enemies”  in to  the 
N o rth  Korean arm y.

K O JE  M A S S A C R E
I t  was in the m ids t o f the d is­

cussion around the cooked-up 
issue o f “ v o lu n ta ry  re p a tr ia tio n ”  
th a t the massacre o f South 
Korean c iv ilia ns  a t the U.S. prison 
camp o f K o je  Is land, o f f  the 
South Korean coast, took place.

A f te r  concealing the events fo r  
five days, the U.S. m il ita ry  head­
quarters  released the in fo rm a tio n  
th a t 1,700 South Korean “ in ­
ternees”  —  c iv ilia n s  —  had “ r io t ­
ed”  and “ attacked”  some 750 
fu lly -a rm e d  members o f the v e t­
eran U.S. 27th “ W o lfhound”  
Regim ent, who had entered Com­
pound 62 on K o je  Is land “ to line 
up prisoners fo r  in te rv ie w s”  fo r  
“ rescreening.”  P rison o ffic ia ls  
ad m it 76 prisoners were k ille d  and 
139 wounded. One U.S. sold ier 
died.

On M arch 2. despite th is  
s laughter, on ly nine out o f nearly
6.000 prisoners at Compound 2 
would agree to  be trans fe rre d  to 
another compound away fro m  
“ Com m unist te rro rism ,”  reported 
B rig . Gen. F rancis  T. Dodd, camp 
commander. He said: “ I  can’ t ex­
p la in  it .  I  can on ly  m arve l a t it . ”

S P O T L IG H T  ON IS S U E
The resistance and slaughter 

o f these South Korean c iv ilia ns  
th ro w  a s p o tlig h t on the real 
na ture o f “ v o lu n ta ry  re p a tr ia ­
tion .”  W hy would they de fy  over­
w he lm ing  armed force and face 
a lm ost certa in  death ra th e r than 
agree to “ screening”  fo r  “ vo lun­
ta ry  re p a tr ia tio n .”

There is  ind ica tion  th a t these 
prisoner!; are be ing “ persuaded”  
to “ agree”  to jo in  the a rm y of 
South Korean d ic ta to r Syngman 
Rhee. Those who refuse w ill be 
lis ted  as “ com m unist suspects”  
and face death before Rhee’s 
f ir in g  squads. B u t, evidently , they 
fee l th a t even th is  r is k  is -prefer­
able to be ing “ im pressed”  in to 
Rhee’s arm y.

Las t June 12 a hideous scandal 
was reported by the U n ited  Press 
from  Pusan. Suh M in  Ho, C h a ir­
man o f the Korean N a tiona l 
Assem bly’s In te r io r  A f fa ir s  Com­
m ittee, charged tha t more than
50.000 South Korean dra ftees had 
died in tra in in g  camps, th a t 300,- 
000 had deserted and th a t 80% o f
350.000 surv ivo rs  o f the camps 
were “ physical wrecks, incapable 
o f labor.”

No wonder the Korean POWs 
p re fe r im m edia te death to  “ vo lun­
ta ry  re p a tr ia tio n ”  in to  Rhee’s 
hands.

Q U A N D A R Y
The F B I was m a in ly  interested 

in Mi's. Gersh, b u t they  le t her 
husband stay. “ A fte rw a rd , I  
wondered w h a t I  w ould have done 
i f  they had asked me to leave 
them alone w ith  m y w ife . 
Refused? A greed? Called a 
la w y e r? ”

The F B I agents questioned her 
to g re a t leng th , back and fo r th  
and over and over again, about 
the B ronx Free Fe llow sh ip  —  “ a 
church, a deba ting society, a F r i ­
day evening social and an in te l­
lectua l circus,”  G ersli ca lls it ,  
where the congregation some 20 
years ago used to debate issues 
o f the day lik e : How  to Cure the 
Depression, Socialism  vs. Com­
m unism, Moses, Jesus o r M arx, 
etc.

M rs. Gersh to ld  them about it ,  
a d m ittin g  th a t in  the T h ir t ie s  
i t  contained among others a Com­
m unist group and a Socia list 
group, to  which she belonged. 
The F B I men kep t ask ing fo r  
names: “ W ho did th is?  W ho said 
th a t? ”  “ W ho led (lie Commu­
nists, M rs. Gersh? W ho spoke fo r  
(hem? Names, names.”

Gersh says tha t “ there was 
som ething unhealthy about the 
whole th ing . I t  bothered me and 
I  could sense th a t i t  bothered my 
w ife . In  the  constant d ig g in g  
back fo r  m inu tiae  they seemed 
to he b u ild in g  somebody’s coffin  
out o f coral. And we d idn ’ t know 
whose.”  But when his w ife  could 
not rem em ber the name o f an 
active B F F o r who is s t i l l  a friend  
o f the irs , “ I  helped her ou t,”  
Gersh says.

Tw ice, when they  could not 
rem em ber or supply in fo rm a tio n , 
the F B I asked: “ W ould you te ll 
us i f  you kn e w ? ”  Gersh says: 
“ We both said yes. I  guess i t ’s 
tru e .”  F o r they were “ tw o citizens 
anxiously t ry in g  to he lp the aura- 
surrounded in te lligence officers o f 
our governm ent.”

20 Y E A R S  AGO
F in a lly , the F B I came to  the 

po in t: They wanted to know  w ha t 
M rs. Gersh could te ll them  about 
a certa in  H o llyw ood figu re , who 
bad been associated w ith  S ta l­
in is t f ro n t o rgan izations and 
benefit perform ances. M rs. Gersh 
rep lied th a t she had been h is g ir l 
fr ie n d  20 years ago, th a t she had 
taken him  to some m eetings o f 
the B ronx Free Fe llow sh ip , bu t 
th a t he had no t beep p o lit ic a lly  
conscious a t th a t tim e, and that, 
she had not seen him  fo r  alm ost 
20 years.

Then she wanted to know  w hy 
they were in q u ir in g  about her 
and the B F F  and the Hollywood 
■figure. “ B ut the F B I wasn’t  
answ ering th a t day. They were-

asking. So, since we were the 
hosts, we answered.”

F in a lly , the F B I men s ta rted  
to leave. T ry in g , perhaps, to  be 
po lite , one o f them  sa id : “ W e ll, 
M rs. Gersh, th a t ’s a ll behind you 
now.”  A nd he continued w ith  a 
rem ark which Gersh doesn’ t 
remember exa c tly  but whose sense 
was: “ You’ re clean now, M rs . 
Gersh. Y ou’ve been m ixed up in  
some ra th e r shady th ings  in  the 
past. Socialists, Communists, b u t 
i t  must have been y o u th fu l w ild *  
ness. Y ou’re w e ll r id  o f it ,  as we 
can see from  th is  house and th is  
s tree t and ta lk in g  to  you. You 
can depend on us to  keep i t  qu ie t. 
N o one w il l  know  about you r 
record.”

“ I t  was the  w ro n g  th in g  to  
say to anyone w ith  ou r back­
ground, especially V io le t,”  saj's 
Gersh. “  ‘ M r. W alsh ,’ she said 
loud ly  and d is tin c t ly , ‘ I ’ve g o t a 
good record, regardless o f w h a t 
the F B I th inks , and F in  proud o f 
it . ’ She w ent on in th a t ve in  f6 r  
:-. w h ile . She was w o rk in g  he rse lf 
up to  the po in t where she’d be 
so rry  she voted fo r  Roosevelt 
instead o f Thom as.”  So Gersh 
broke it  up and edged her back 
in to  the house.

B u t th is  feeble l i t t le  ou tburs t, 
ev iden tly  generated by rem orse, 
does not change the fa c t th a t the 
Gershes, who claim , to be s t i l l  
fr ie n d ly  to soc ia lis t p rinc ip les , 
had pe rm itted  themselves' to  p lay  
the ro le o f in fo rm ers. W h a t a  
fa r  c ry  fro m  the fo r th r ig h t  pos i­
tion  taken by the a d m itte d ly  con­
serva tive  w r ite r  and c r it ic , B e r­
nard De Voto , who w ro te  in  the 
October 1949 issue o f H a rp e r’s 
M agazine:

D E  VOTO S T A T E M E N T
“ I  like  a cou n try  where i t ’s 

nobody’s damned business w h a t 
m agazine anyone reads, w h a t he 
th inks , whom he has cockta ils  
w ith . I  lik e  a cou n try  where we 
do not have to s tu f f  the chim ney 
against lis te n in g  ears and where 
w hat we say does no t go in to  the 
F B I files along w ith  a note fro m  
S-17 th a t T m ay have another 
w ife  in C a lifo rn ia . I  lik e  a coun­
t r y  where no co llege-tra ined 
fia tfee .t collect memoranda about 
us and ask ju d ic ia l p ro tection  fo r  
them, a cou n try  where when 
someone makes statem ents about 
us to  o ffic ia ls  lie can be held to 
account. W o had th a t k in d  o f 
cou n try  on ly  a l i t t le  w h ile  back 
and I ’m fo r  g e ttin g  i t  back.”

And then De Voto served notice 
to the F B I :  “ From  now on any 
representative o f the governm ent, 
p rope rly  iden tified, can count on 
a d r in k  and perhaps in fo rm ed ta lk  
about the Red (b u t non-Com- 
m un is t) Sox at m y house. B u t i f  
he wants in fo rm a tio n  fro m  me 
about anyone whomsoever, no 
soap. I f  it  is  m y du ty  as a c itizen  
to  te ll what I  know about some­
one, I  w i l l  pe rfo rm  th a t d u ty  
under subpoena, in  open court, 
before tha t person and his a t­
torney. T h is  notice is posted in  
the court-house square: I  w i l l  not 
discuss anyone in  p riva te  w ith  
any governm ent in ve s tig a to r.”

I t  looks as though some o f ou r 
labo r leaders, even those who 
boast o f th e ir  rad ica l past, w i l l  
have to go qu ite  a w ay before 
they reach the level, in  common 
decency and in te lligence , o f even 
old-fashioned conservatives.

—  John F. Petrone

THE M U !  TA
Helen S. reports  th a t M in ­

neapolis was pleased w ith  the 
fron t-p age  a rtic le  in The M ilita n t 

on the C larke-C hild  
debate. “ W ith  Com­
rade Cannon’s speech 
on the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  elec­
tion  cam paign plus 
the lead a rtic le  on 
the cost o f liv in g , 
M inneapo lis M il ita n t  
salesmen took to 
th is  p a rtic u la r issue 
o f the paper w ith  a 
g re a t deal o f en thu­

siasm,”  Helen w rites . “ M illie , 
Doris, Ju lia , L a r ry  and Helen sold 
a t the A F L  H a ll. Donald spent 
an hour on S atu rday go ing house 
to house and sold s ix  papers and 
an F I.

“ D oris  sold 35 copies o f th is  
issue on the u n iv e rs ity  campus. 
Besides th is , a la rge  num ber o f 
comrades bought e x tra  M ilita n ts  
to take w ith  them  to g ive  to 
friends in th e ir  neighborhoods 
and on the job. E ve ry  w o rke r 
who gets a copy o f The M ilita n t 
is a prospective subscriber, you 
kno w !”

L ite ra tu re  A gent Jane Sebas­
tia n  sends in  an order fo r  10C 
e x tra  o f the M arch  3 M ilita n t 
con ta in ing  the fron t-p age  a rtic le  
by D. Rossa describ ing the s tr ike

v ic to ry  o f San Francisco s tree t 
and cable carm en. “ W e are go ing 
to take th is  issue to  the ear-barns 
to se ll,”  Jane w rite s . “ We in tend 
to  see th a t the carmen themselves 
ge t th a t s to ry .”

“ New Y o rk  sales haven’t  been 
as good as they were d u rin g  the 
weeks o f the b ig  Moore m eet­
ings,”  says L ite ra tu re  A g e n t 
E the l Swanson, “ bu t we have been 
out se llin g  ju s t as often . T ha t is 
encouraging and i t ’s bound to 
b r in g  resu lts  in the long  run. 
T h is  week Renee and E the l B. sold 
five papers a t the New  School. A t  
N Y U  Beezie sold throe M ilita n ts  
and one F I. and Ray M. sold nine 
papers and tw o F I ’s. Ray and 
Janice are also se lling  pam phlets 
every week. Lenny sold tw o 
papers a t the H enry  George 
School. In  the pro jects Joyce 
reports  seven M ilita n ts  and one 
25c. local de live ry  sub sfrld w h ile  
F rank  F. and H aro ld  D. sold 11 
papers and three 25c. subs.”

C.H.D., a fr ie n d  in  P ottstow n, 
Pennsylvania, w rite s  to express 
r is  appreciation fo r  The M il ita n t  
and to renew his subscrip tion. 
“ Keep on sending The M ilita n t.  
I  eagerly  aw a it each issue and 
read i t  cover to cover.”  C.H.D. 
also includes an order fo r  ex tra  
copies o f some o f the back issues 
which he p a r tic u la r ly  liked  to  
g ive  to  his friends.
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The New Thought-Control Edict
On Monday, March 3, the U.S. Supreme Court handed 

down a decision concurred in by six Justices which upheld 
the constitutionality of the New York State Feinberg Law, 
a measure for the regimentation of teachers. Speaking of 
so-called “ Communist propaganda,”  the decision says:

“ This propaganda, the (New York) Legislature de­
clared, is sufficiently subtle to escape detection in the 
classroom; thus, the menace of such infiltration into the 
classroom is d ifficu lt to measure.”

The purpose of this remarkable statement is to estab­
lish that teachers may be fired even when they propagate 
no detectible heresies in their classrooms. In other words, 
i f  a teacher is accused of “ disloyalty,”  and in reply points 
out that he has never uttered anything of a “ communist” 
leaning in a classroom, or that he teaches mathematics or 
some other subject which is not connected with politics, 
the witchhunters will now be able to reply: “ You have 
been spreading propaganda, but exactly what it  is we 
cannot tell you, for it  was too subtle to be detected.”

What does this phrase of the Supreme Court, “ suf­
ficiently subtle to escape detection,”  mean?

I f  propaganda can be so subtle that trained police 
witch hunters will not be able to detect it, how can it  pos­
sibly have any effect on the students?

I f  propaganda is to be this subtle, i t  would have to 
avoid any defense of Marxism, communism, socialism, or 
any ideas which might be defended by communists, social­
ists or Marxists. I f  “ propagandists”  were to be so “ subtle”  
as to defy detection, they would have to lim it themselves 
to ideas which are not peculiar to communists, but which 
could also be defended by liberals, trade-unionists, defend­
ers of Negro rights, etc.

What this means, therefore, is that a teacher who 
defends causes which are unpopular with the capitalist 
class, such as .civil rights, labor rights, limitations of pro­
fits, TVA’s, socialized medicine, or any one of a hundred 
other progressive causes, can, and certainly will be labeled 
a purveyor of “ communist propaganda” which he is keep­
ing “ subtle”  so as to “ escape detection.”

Thus what the Truman-packed Supreme Court is do­
ing here is opening up the flood-gates to thought control 
in a manner unprecedented in U.S. constitutional history. 
What this ruling means is that, not only do teachers lose 
their freedom of speech, but they lose the freedom of 
thinking what they please even i f  they never say it.

The mere thought is made a crime even i f  unexpressed 
in the spoken word, because the teacher, by having the 
unspoken thought, lays himself open to the charge that he 
has spread “ propaganda too subtle to be detected.”

Capitalist Choice: Crash or War
By John G. Wright

I t  is  the arm s boom, and the 
arm s boom alone, th a t has thus 
fa r  averted another depression 
and any re laxa tion  o f the a rm a­
ments d rive  carries w ith  i t  d ire  
economic consequences. W hat The 
M il ita n t  has said since 1948 is 
now being adm itted  by a u th o rita ­
tive  cap ita lis t economists.

E a r ly  in  Janua ry  a five-w an 
economic team o f the U n ited  N a ­
tions, chaired b y  J. W . A ng e ll o f 
Colum bia U n iv e rs ity , issued a 
special report, en titled , Measures 
fo r  In te rn a tio n a l Economic S ta ­
b ility ,  and o ffe r in g  plans to coun­
te rac t a depression “ some two 
years”  fro m  now, consequent on 
any scaling down o f rearm am ent.

REC ESSIO N IN  1954
The London Econom ist, in  its  

Jan. 19 issue, accepts th is  prospect 
o f “ The Recession o f 1954,”  ta lks  
about i t  as i f  i t  is  a foregone 
conclusion, and ha ils  the A ng e ll 
re p o rt as deserving “ a w arm  
welcome and close a tte n tio n .”  
T h is  B r it is h  economic weekly, one 
o f the m ost a u th o rita tiv e  in  the 
ca p ita lis t w o rld , ca lm ly  adm its 
th a t in the U n ited  States, the 
arm s d rive  has served as “ the 
m ain engine o f the boom th a t suc­
ceeded the end o f the w a r in 
1945” ; and th a t tw o  years fro m  
now any suspension o f the cu r­
ren t arm s p rogram  “ w ill be 
re flected in burdensome surpluses 
o f m ate ria ls  th a t no one wants 
a t the rem unerative  price .”

The Econom ist ed itors en­
th u s ia s tica lly  agree w ith  the 
A ng e ll re p o rt th a t the com ing 
Slump w il l  n o t be on the scale o f 
the 1929 crash. “ F u tu re  recessions 
w il l  be com para tive ly  s lig h t and 
they' w i l l  be corrected w ith in  a 
yea r o r tw o,”  they say. B u t amid 
th is  “ op tim ism ,”  they s tr ik e  a 
ve ry  sour pote by ca llin g  a tte n ­
tion  to the deb ilita ted  condition 
o f ca p ita lis t Europe whose 
bankrup t economies are incapable 
o f w ith s ta nd ing  even “ com­
pa ra tive ly  s lig h t”  depressions.

The spokesmen o f B r it is h  im ­
peria lism  cau tious ly  po in t out th a t 
the “ gold and do lla r reserves o f 
many countries besides B r ita in ”  
are on ly  one-ha lf today o f what 
they were in  p rew ar days; “ and 
i t  does no t need a m a jo r slum p 
(o d ra in  aw ay reserves o f th a t 
size w ith in  a year,”  they warn.

F R IG H T E N E D  C A P IT A L IS T S
F o r a ll th e ir  “ confident”  ta lk  

about a “ s lig h t”  fu tu re  “ reces­
sion o f 1954,”  these are fr ig h te n ­
ed cap ita lis ts  who are ta lk in g . 
Besides, they' would much ra th e r 
discuss fu tu re  d ifficu ltie s  than, 
say, the cu rre n t cris is  o f B r it is h  
cap ita lism , the w o rs t in the suc­
cession o f B r it is h  pos tw ar eco­
nom ic paroxysm s. B r ita in , which

ARE YOU READY YO FIGHT AND DIE 
FOR UNITED FRUIT COMPANY PROFITS?

By George Breitman
On Feb. 25 tw o  men took the 

f lo o r  o f the  House o f Repre­
sentatives in  W ashington, in te r ­
ru p tin g  a debate on another 
subject to  make statem ents on a 
“ grave danger”  to  the people o f 
the  U n ited  States. One was the 
Dem ocratic leader o f the House, 
John W . M cCorm ack and the 
e the r was the Republican leader 
o f  the  House, Joseph W . M a rt in  
J r., bo th fro m  Massachusetts.

I t  seems, accord ing to  M c­
Corm ack, th a t a “ Soviet beach­
head”  has appeared " in  the W est­
ern Hem isphere r ig h t  under our 
noses in  Guatem ala.”  A nd , ac­
co rd ing  to M a rtin , th a t the re  is 
a “ ru th less . . . Com m unist a ttack  
aga ins t Am erican in te rests  in  
G uatem ala”  th a t threatens the 
“ free  w ay o f l i fe ”  and “ the 
in teT-Am erican system w h ich has 
been p a in s ta k in g ly  erected over 
the course o f m any years.”

F rom  the tone o f th e ir  rem arks, 
i t  seemed qu ite  possible th a t 
G uatem ala had declared w a r on 
the U.S. and th a t its  f le e t and a ir  
fo rce  was a lready on the w a y  to  
bomb W ashington. F o r  a few  
m inutes i t  looked as i f  the 
gentlem en fro m  Massachusetts 
were about to demand a t least a 
declaration o f na tiona l emergency.

U N IT E D  F R U IT
F o rtu n a te ly , however, the s itu a ­

tion  did no t ge t ou t o f hand. I t  
tu rned  ou t th a t the tw o congress­
men were no t speaking d ire c tly  
fo r  the State D epartm ent o r the 
D epartm ent o f Defense, b u t only 
fo r  the U n ite d  F r u it  Company, 
whose headquarters is in  Boston. 
I t  also tu rned ou t th a t i t  was no t 
exa c tly  the U.S. th a t was under 
a ttack, bu t the p ro fits  o f U n ited  
F ru it .

G uatem ala is a C entra l A m e r­
ican repub lic  ju s t south o f Mexico, 
about the  size o f Pennsylvania, 
w ith  a popu la tion  o f  3,500,000. 
I ts  ch ie f products are coffee and

bananas. The banana crop is con­
tro lled  by  U n ited  F ru it ,  which is 
also pa rt o f a B ritish -A m erica n  
combine, In te rn a tio n a l Ra ilw ays 
o f C en tra l Am erica, th a t owns the 
cou n try ’s ra ilroads. I ts  power is 
in  the hands o f  the E le c tr ic  Bond 
and Share in te res ls .

U.S. cap ita lis ts  have $200,000,- 
000 invested in  Guatem ala, alm ost 
three tim es the annual na tiona l 
gross product. The po ve rty - 
s tricken  people have a lw ays hated 
the fo re ign  corpora tions th a t ex­
p lo it  them —  f irs t  the B r it is h , 
and m ore recen tly  the U.S. im ­
pe ria lis ts . They especially hate 
U n ited  F ru it  because o f its  co l­
labo ra tion  w ith  the bloody d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  o f Jorge Ubico, which 
lasted fro m  1930 to  1944.

RED  H E R R IN G
A f te r  Ubico, came the p re s i­

dency o f Juan Jose A reva lo , an 
a n ti- im p e ria lis t. Though the con­
s titu t io n  outlaw s the Com m unist 
P a rty , A reva lo  “ refused to sup­
press Com m unist propaganda be­
cause he believed th a t a f te r  cen­
tu ries  o f repression, G uatem ala 
needed an ideal c iv i l libe rtie s  
reg im e.”  (W ash ing ton  Post, Feb. 
17).

F o r th is  heinous a ttitu d e , 
A reva lo  and h is  successor, P resi­
dent Jacobo A rbenz Guzman, have 
been v ilif ie d  by U.S. jo u rn a lis ts  
as “ com m unists”  o r “ com m unist 
cats-paws.”  “ C offee planters, 
m erchants, and bankers d is like  
the le ft is t  governm ent,”  reported 
Lu dw e ll Denny on Feb. 13 —  so 
U n ited  F ru it  is no t alone in  th a t 
respect.

L a s t Septem ber a Pacific h u r­
ricane destroyed 10,000 acres o f 
banana trees on U n ited  F r u it ’s 
T iqu isa te  p lan ta tions. (M a rt in  
calls th is  “ an ac t o f God”  bu t he 
m ay ye t be called before the 
House U n -A m erican  Com m ittee 
to PRO VE th a t i t  was no t en­
gineered by the “ com m unists.” )

U n ited  F r u it  refused to  s ta r t a 
$10,000,000 re h a b ilita tio n  program  
unless the governm ent would 
v io la te  its  own laws in g ra n tin g  
the corpora tion  certa in  conces­
sions. To increase pressure, the

s t il l contro ls a h a lf o f the en tire  
w o rld  trade, has been losing gold 
and d o lla r reserves a t a record 
ra te . A nd according to Paul 
Bareau, assistant ed ito r o f the 
London Econom ist, now to u rin g  
the U-S., B r ita in  “ m ust expect to 
go on losing g o ld ”  w e ll in to  “ the 
second-half o f 1952.”

France is, i f  any th ing , in  a 
worse position. H er fiscal system 
is in  “ a near-bankrup t condition.”  
Rumors o f new F'rench currency 
devaluation have sent the franc  
p lung ing  from  the o ffic ia l ra te  
o f 850 to a do lla r to  460, o r a 
drop o f a lm ost one-th ird .

Concern and a n x ie ty  are also 
r ife  in  m any c a p ita lis t circles 
here a t home. F o r example, the 
weekly U.S. News, o f M arch 7, 
ca rried  an exclusive in te rv ie w  
w ith  A . S. McLeod, “ ch ie f o f 
(U .S . News) Economic U n it , ”  
who f la t ly  a ffirm ed : “ There is 
sure to be”  a depression as “ th is

arm s boom wears ou t.”  M cLeod’s 
sole consolation, like  th a t o f the 
A ng e ll repo rt and the London 
Economist, is th a t there w il l  be 
“ no rep e titio n  o f 1929,”  and th a t 
th is  fu tu re  depression w i l l  not 
las t more than “ a year o r tw o.”

N o t so op tim is tic  have been the 
reports  carried by the W a ll S treet 
Journal, one o f the ch ie f m ou th ­
pieces o f the U.S. financiers and 
speculators. On Feb. 20 the 
Journa l reported th a t “ some 
federa l economists”  envisage the 
heed “ in the m id s t o f a huge 
arm s bu ild -up . . .  to prim e the 
pum p fo r  c iv ilia n  business.”  One 
top “ federa l econom ist”  repo rted ly  
fea rs  a “ s lig h t recession”  bv 
1953.

T H E  M A IN  FA C TO R
The m ain fa c to r d is ru p tin g  

economic li fe  here and abroad is, 
o f course, in fla tio n . S oaring prices 
abroad have cu t in to  a ll im ports .

French  P olice  B a ttle  A u to  W orkers

French police use overturned truck for barricade in battle  
with demonstrating Renault workers in Paris suburb on Feb. 12. 
Eighty thousand police were mobilized in battle array throughout 
the nation, but the workers came out in demonstrations protest­
ing the government’s ban on traditional parades commemorating 
the mass struggles that blocked the road to fascism in France 
in 1934. Clashes of this kind testify to a continuing social crisis 
in France, aggravated since Feb. 12 by the Lisbon conference de­
cision which would greatly increase the French arms budget and 
which quickly led to the downfall of the F'aure cabinet. France, 
which is supposed to be one of the chief bastions of the North  
Atlantic Treaty Organization, is kept unstable and shaky by the 
exorbitant armament demands ; of U.S. imperialism, the revolt 
of the French colonies in Asia and A frica, and the resistance 
of the French workers to lower liv ing standards at home.

Am erican re ta ile rs  are find ing  i t  
increasing ly  “ more d if f ic u lt  to 

T u y  abroad.”  Conversely, “ E uro ­
pean re ta ile rs  are find in g  i t  im ­
possible to buy an y th in g  in th is  
cou n try ,”  concludes a recent 
Scripps-H ow ard survey. Lack of 
do lla r cred its , on top o f h igh  
prices, is tending to  fu r th e r  
para lyze w o rld  trade. The im ­
position  o f new and in to lerab le 
arm s burdens, w h ich  find th e ir  
expression a b r o a d  p r im a r ily  
th rough  increased in d ire c t thxes, 
keeps com m odity and wholesale 
prices fro m  dec lin ing  in m ost 
European countries.

A l l  th is  acts to aggravate  the 
w o rld  slum p in  s o ft goods,”  
which in  th is  cou n try  enters in to  
its  tw e lfth  m onth. A m ong the 
hardest h it  is Japan whoso te x tile  
production has ju s t been cu t 40% 
by governm ent decree.

The b lig h t o f unem ploym ent, 
amid in fla tio n , has thus fa r  h it  
hardest in  the U.S. There a lready 
are “ 18 c r it ic a l centers,”  w ith  
D e tro it and its  175,000 jobless 
auto-w orkers heading the lis t.

SHO RT W O R K W 'EEKS
In  te x tile  in du s try , as in  others, 

the fu l l  extent o f unem ploym ent 
has been masked by p a r t - tim e 
em ploym ent. M any te x tile  m ills  
have “ shortened the w ork-w eek”  
in  order “ to spread em ploym ent.”  
A ccord ing  to P oto fsky, president 
o f A C W -C IO , “ 50 percent unem­
ploym ent has h it  woolen ga rm en t 
m an u fac tu ring  w orkers in New 
Y o rk , Chicago, Boston,”  and nine 
o ther c ities, “ and th a t the cotton 
ga rm ent w orkers s im ila r ly  e ffe c t­
ed are in  New England, New 
Y o rk , New Jersey, M ary land and 
in the South and M id -W est.”

I f  g lu ts  p re va il in  the con­
sumer-goods sector (fro m  tex tile s  
to au tos), then “ surpluses”  have 
suddenly begun to appear in such 
h ith e rto  “ super-scarce”  fields as 
lead, zinc, brass and even some 
types o f steel. B y  M arch 2 steel 
was reported to be p ilin g  up in 
warehouses which handle ap­
p ro x im a te ly  one-fifth  o f a ll the 
steel used.

The W a ll S tree t Journa l on 
Feb. 26, quoted “ a W h ite  House 
econom ist”  as saying, “ I f  i t  
weren’t  fo r  the defense p rogram  
we’d bo in  a ve ry  serious s itu a ­
tion now.”  Th is is fo r  sure. The 
o tte r in g  ca p ita lis t economies here 
and abroad have no o ther prop 
except the arm s drive , w h ich, in 
its  tu rn , on ly  poses ever more 
sha rp ly  be.fore the im p e ria lis t 
ru le rs  the a lte rna tive  o f a p lunge 
e ithe r in to  w a r o r in to  a catas­
troph ic  depression.

Mass Resistance 
Greets N A T O  
Rearming Plans

By Fred Hart
The imperialist diplomats gloated when the recent 

Lisbon conference agreed to build a six-nation army under 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and to raise 50 
div is ions bv  the end o f 1952. B u t* '-
th e ir  fee lin g  o f tr iu m p h  did  not 
la s t lohg. W ith in  a m a tte r o f 
days, they were beset w ith  new 
problems, headaches and opposi­
tion  so widespread th a t they 
began to act lik e  men in  the 
throes o f acute desperation.

“ A  vast step fo rw a rd ,”  said 
Secretary o f S tate Acheson a fte r  
the Lisbon announcement, com ­
p lim e n tin g  his European a llies fo r  
sw ing ing  in to  line  behind W ash­
in g ton ’s rearm am ent program . 
B u t a week la te r Dem ocratic 
Senator C onna lly  was b ru ta lly  
c rack ing  the w h ip  and th rea ten ­
in g  to cu t o f f  economic aid to 
the French unless they “ do th e ir  
d u ty ”  and the c a p ita lis t press 
was sna rlin g  fu r io u s ly  a t the 
W est European w o rk in g  class.

The po in t was th is :  Acheson 
could get the European c a p ita l­
is t governm ents to  agree to  a 
rearm am ent program  th a t th e ir 
economies cannot susta in , but 
ne ithe r he nor they could make 
the European masses accept i t  
w illin g ly .

F R E N C H  C R IS IS
The French governm ent col­

lapsed like  a house o f cards as 
soon as i t  in troduced a b ill to 
raise the money needed to im ­
p lem ent the Lisbon program . I t  
is do ub tfu l th a t th is  p a r lia ­
m enta ry cris is  can be solved in 
the near fu tu re , even w ith  a now 
cabinet, so long as the Lisbon 
burden is m ainta ined.

France is pa y in g  l i t ,  b illion  
do lla rs fo r  its  colonial w a r in 
Indo-China, a sum th a t is d ra in ­
ing  it  d ry . N ow  i t  is to ld  th a t i t  
must raise tw ice ( lin t amount fo r  
European rearm am ent —- o r else 
it  w i l l  bn deprived o f the A m e r­
ican do lla rs th a t have kept i t  
go ing so fa r. The economic and 
social c ris is  o f F rance is thus 
being aggravated alm ost to the 
b reak ing  po int by the demands of 
the U.S. overlords.

Th ings have become so bad. the 
M arch 3 C hris tian  Science M on ito r 
leported, tha t “ some Am erican 
and French o ffic ia ls  are g iv in g  
serious consideration fo r  the firs t

Hunger is a Man Made Plague

corpora tion  la id  o f f  4,000 w o rk ­
ers. B u t the laws o f Guatemala, 
un like  those o f the U.S., don’t 
p e rm it em ployers to tre a t the 
w orkers lik e  cattle .

The case was taken to  a labor 
cou rt, which ru led in  January 
th a t U n ited  F ru it  had to  pay th e ir  
back wages, about $650,000, plus 
indem nities. The co u rt a l s o  
placed an expo rt em bargo on 
T iqu isa te  products u n t il the aw ard 
is paid. ( I t ’s hard to  im agine a 
cou rt in  the U.S. ac ting  lik e  th a t.)

U n ited  F ru it  appealed to the 
Supreme C ourt. The Guatem ala 
Supreme C ourt dismissed the ap ­
peal. (T ry  to p ic tu re  the U.S. 
Supreme C ourt under s im ila r 
c ircum stances!) A s a resu lt, 
moves were begun to  sell the 
corpo ra tion ’s properties a t a 
forced auction on M arch 5 in  
o rder to  pay the award.

C R A C K IN G  T H E  W H IP
T h a t is the background fo r  the 

w a ils  o f d istress and the bellicose 
th ie a ts  hurled by the heads o f the 
tw o  c a p ita lis t pa rties in  the 
House o f Representatives. A ll 
U n ite d  F r u it  has to  do is com ply 
w ith  G uatem ala laws —  pay 
wages owed and re tu rn  a sm all 
p a r t o f the hundreds o f m illio ns  
they have taken aw ay fro m  
G uatem ala so th a t banana p ro ­
duction can be resumed —  and the 
dispute w il l  be settled. B u t th is  
m ig h ty  corpora tion  refuses. I t  
hopes by  economic pressure, the 
ra n tin g  o f Congressmen and the 
hys te ria  be ing whipped up by 
co rru p t newspapermen, to  have 
its  own w ay in Guatemala.

W e ll, I  hope they  don’t  ge t it .  
I  hope the governm ent and people 
o f G uatem ala w i l l  stand firm  and 
refuse to  be in tim ida ted . A nd I  
hope th a t I  w i l l  never be con­
scrip ted to go in  u n ifo rm  to 
G uatem ala to d rive  “ the free  way 
o f l i fe ”  down th e ir  th roa ts  fo r  
'the g re a te r g lo ry  o f U.S. im ­
pe ria lism  and the g re a te r p ro fit 
o f U n ited  F ru it .  F rom  where I  
stand, G uatem ala has a lo t  o f 
laws, in s titu tio n s  and tra d itio n s  
th a t i t  would benefit the U.S. to 
im ita te .

By Grace Carlson 
T H E  G E O G R A P H Y  OF H U N G E R  

by Josue de Castro, L it t le ,  
B row n and Company, 1952, 
337 pp. $4.50.

Bruce B arton, the no t-so-very- 
scientific  com m entator on p o li­
t ic a l science, social science, psy­
chological science and a host o f 
o ther k indred subjects, w ro te  in 
his syndicated column, en titled  
“ W h ite  M an’s New B urden?”  
(M inneapo lis  S tar, Feb. 23 ): 

“ S ta lin ’s b igges t a l ly  in  the 
cold w a r is never p u b lic ly  m en­
tioned. I t  is O VER - P O P U L A ­
T IO N  —  subsidized by the A m e r­
ican taxpaye r’s do lla rs.”

F o r the Bruce Bartons, the 
W illia m  Vogts ( “ Road to  S u r­
v iv a l” ) and a ll o f  the o ther M a l­
thusian prophets o f doom. D r. 
Josue de Castro’s “ The G eography 
o f H unger”  should be required 
reading. F o r I t  is  D r. de Castro ’s 
w e ll - authenticated thesis th a t 
“ overpopulation does no t cause 
s ta rva tion  In various pa rts  o f the 
w o rld  b u t th a t s ta rva tio n  is  the 
cause o f overpopulation.

A T T A C K S  M A L T H U S IA N S
“ The G eography o f H unger”  

makes a s lash ing a ttack  upon to ­
day’s va rian ts  o f the theory  o f 
Thomas M althus, the E ighteenth  
C entu ry  E ng lish  economist, e.g., 
th a t r ig id  contro ls m ust be placed 
upon popu lation g ro w th  o r fam ine 
w i l l  s ta lk  the  earth . A  massive 
am ount o f b io log ica l and soci­
o log ical da ta is presented to 
re fu te  the neo-M althusians, whom 
the a u th o r qu ite  co rre c tly  char­
acterizes as im peria lis t-m inded .

“ O ur b lind  f l ig h t  in to  the un­
known tends to  fr ig h te n  prudent 
s p ir its ,”  he w rite s , “ and fea r 
leads them  now, as i t  did when 
M a lthus lived, to a ttr ib u te  social 
un rest to the sheer num ber o f 
hum an beings. When the neo- 
M althusians say th a t m ankind is 
s ta rv in g  and condemned to perish 
in  un iversa l fam ine  because o f its  
inadequately con tro lled b ir th  ra te , 
they are s im p ly  b lam in g  the 
h u ng ry  fo r  the fa c t th a t there is 
h u ng e r!”

A U T H O R ’S B A C K G R O U N D
D r. de Castro b ring s  to his self- 

imposed task o f dem olish ing the 
inhum an neo-JVTalthusian theories, 
an illu s tr io u s  sc ientific  back­

ground and an im pressive l is t  o f 
achievements in social w o rk . The 
executive Chairm an o f the FA O  
—  the U n ited  N a tio n ’s Food and 
A g r ic u ltu re  O rgan iza tion , D r. de 
Castro is also a m ember o f the 
U N  A dv iso ry  Com m ittee on 
N u tr it io n . He is the head o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f B ra z il’s Geography 
D epartm ent, where he teaches 
Hum an G eography as w e ll as 
courses in Food and N u tr it io n  in  
the m edical college. He is the 
au tho r o f “ The Food Problem  in 
B r  a z i 1,”  “ Food and Race,”  
“ Hum an G eography”  and “ P hy­
sio logy o f Taboos,”  as w e ll as a 
score o f a rtic les  w h ich were 
carried  in lead ing sc ientific  and 
m edical magazines.

T h a t D r. de Castro is a na tive  
B ra z ilia n  and a close student o f 
the m iserable l iv in g  conditions o f 
the oppressed L a tin  A m erican 
people undoubtedly helps to l i f t  
“ The G eography o f H u ng e r”  
above the level o f the o rd in a ry  
sc ientific  trea tise .

H unger as defined b y  th i9 
au tho r runs a ll the w ay from  
sheer s ta rva tio n  or fam ine to the 
so-called hidden hunger, i.e., the 
absence fro m  the d ie t o f one or 
more o f the 40 food constituents 
needed to m a in ta in  health . Thus 
the au thor shows th a t hunger fo r  
m inerals, hunger fo r  v itam ins, 
hunger fo r  pro te ins m ay condemn 
whole populations to slow death. 
Then, he presents th is  te rrib le  
conclusion:

“ We know fro m  sc ientific  ob­
serva tion  th a t today, tw o -th ird s  
o f the w o rld ’s popu lation lives in  
a perm anent s ta te  o f hunger. A  
b illion  and a h a lf hum an beings 
cannot find the means o f escaping 
th is  most te rr ib le  a ff lic t io n  o f 
society.”

M A N -M A D E  P LA G U E
H unger is a man-made plague, 

D r. de Castro asserts, and adduces 
considerable evidence to jirove 
th a t c u ltu ra l ra th e r than n a tu ra l 
forces create it .  G reat na tu ra l 
catastrophes which d is ru p t the 
food supply and cause s ta rva tion  
and fam ine are ra re  occurrences 
b u t the fa c t th a t tw o -th ird s  o f 
the w o rld ’s popu la tion  lives in a 
s tqte o f hunger under “ no rm a l”  
conditions dem onstrates th a t de­
fects in social o rgan iza tion  are 
to blame.

W ith  the p rope r organ iza tion  
o f society (w h a t we call Social­

ism ) a ll o f the peoples o f the 
w orld  could be provided< w ith  
adequate diets. A t  the present 
tim e, on ly 10 per cent o f the 
arable land o f the earth  is being 
cu ltiva ted . The w o rld ’s peoples 
could have b illion s  o f additional 
food-producing acres i f  society set 
a h igh enough price on human 
life . F urthe rm ore , the au thor 
po in ts  out th a t the food produc­
tion  o f today’s cu ltiva ted  land 
could be doubled o r quadrupled 
w ith  the proper use o f new fa rm  
m achinery, fe r t iliz e rs , b e t t e r  
seeds, etc. S ynthetic food produc­
tion  by the chem ist and the 
u tiliz a tio n  o f the seas as a source 
o f food supply could help im ­
m easurably in  s a tis fy in g  a ll o f 
the n u tr it io n a l needs o f the 
w o rld ’s g ro w in g  popu lation.

B u t the neo-M althusians —  and 
W illia m  V og t is one o f the 
g loom iest and m ost vociferous —  
m a in ta in  tha t popu la tion  increase 
w il l  proceed a t je t  rocke t speed 
so th a t in  three hundred years, 
the w o rld  w i l l  have 20 b illio n  
inhab itan ts. V og t proposes r ig id ly  
imposed b ir th  contro l res tric tio ns  
especially in the w o rld ’s so-called 
backward areas. However, he is 
no t averse to accepting the help 
o f n a tu ra l disasters to e ffect 
reductions in popu lation. De 
Castro quotes V o g t as saying: 
“ . . . there is l i t t le  hope th a t the 
w o rld  w i l l  escape the h o rro r o f ex­
tensive fam ines in China du rin g  
the next few  years. B u t fro m  the 
w o rld  po in t o f v iew , these m ay be 
not on ly  desirable, bu t ind ispen­
sable.”

O R IG IN A L  C O N T R IB U T IO N
De Castro’s answer represents 

his m ost o rig in a l con tribu tion  to 
the question o f hunger and 
popu la tion  g row th . U s ing  China, 
E gyp t, Ind ia  and the L a tin  
Am erican countries, a ll o f which 
have low  n u tr it io n a l levels as 
examples, the au thor shows th a t 
there, is an inverse ra t io  between 
popu lation g ro w th  and food con­
sum ption. Here is the table fro m  
the book which shows th is  
re la tio nsh ip : The f irs t  column 
gives the cou n try ; the second, the 
b ir th  ra te ; the th ird , the d g ily  
consum ption o f an im al p ro te in  in  
gram s.

Formosa 45.6 4.7
M alay States 39.7 7.5
Ind ia  33 8.7
Japan 27 9.7

Yugoslavia 25.0 11.2
Greece 23.5 15.2
I ta ly  23.4 15.2
B u lga ria  22.2 16.8
Germ any 20 37.3
Ire land  10.1 4(1.7
D enm ark 18.3 50.1
A u s tra lia  18.0 50.9
U n ited  States 17.0 01.4
Sweden 16.0 62.6

The ro le o f p ro te in  m etabolism  
in de te rm in ing  f e r t i l i t y  is due 
p r im a r ily  to its  e ffec t upon the
liv e r and its  capacity to produce 
estrogen. Women who have a 
la rge am ount o f estrogen in  the 
system are the m ost fe r t ile . 
P ro te in  deficiencies lead to d i­
seases o f the live r, w h ich, in  tu rn , 
cause the release o f more 
estrog'en and an increase in 
reproductive  capacity. I t  is also 
known th a t the sex drive, w h ich 
as another de term inant o f fe r t i l i ty ,  
also depends on the am ount o f 
estrogen in  the system. N a tu re  
here seems to have worked ou t a 
mechanism fo r  p reserv ing species 
which would otherw ise face ex­

tim e to g iv in g  up in Indo-C hina 
and le tt in g  the Com m unists take 
ever.”

G E R M A N  O P P O S IT IO N
In  Germ any, mass opposition to 

the new rearm am ent program  is 
Especia lly pronounced. “ The peo­
ple are fu rio us  th a t the govern­
ment, against th e ir  w il l and w ith ­
out au tho riza tion  fro m  P a rlia ­
ment, agreed to con tribu te  G er­
man div is ions, and b illions  o f 
m arks as w e ll, to N A T O  defense,”  
Carolus reports  fro m  Bonn in the 
M arch 8 N a tion . “ The Social 
Dem ocratic opposition is de te r­
mined th a t the agreem ent shall 
not be carried  ou t and is renew­
in g  its  demand fo r  a general elec­
tion ,”  which the Adenauer regim e 
would hate to face.

W hen the head o f the German 
trade union movement gave con­
d itio n a l support to rearm am ent, 
his s tatem ent “ evoked v io len t 
protests, and revo lts aga inst his 
leadership are b rew ing  in  many 
unions. The question w ha t can be 
done i f  the governm ent m a jo r ity  
imposes m ilita r iz a tio n  is pas­
s iona te ly  discussed by rank-and- 
lile  un ionists, and occasionally 
one hears ta lk  o f a general 
s tr ike . T ha t such a d rastic  
measure is even though t o f shows 
how severe is the cris is ,”  Carolus 
continues.

U N IO N  R E B E L L IO N
“ The trade union rebellion 

against rearm am ent is in  fu l l  
sw ing,”  w rite s  the N . Y. T im es 
correspondent in  Bonn on M arch 
5. “ A t  a m eeting o f local union 
leaders fro m  a ll over W est Ger­
m any held recen tly  in  Duessel- 
do rf, speaker a fte r  speaker arose 
to denounce the na tiona l leader­
ship o f the trade unions fo r  hav­
ing accepted the rearm am ent 
plans.”

The same re p o rt says th a t op­
position has become “ be tte r o r­
ganized, more de fin ite  and more 
widespread,”  w ith  the re su lt th a t 
A llie d  o ffic ia ls  are beg inn ing  to 
question i f  the Adenauer govern­
ment can w in  a m a jo r ity  fo r  a 
rearm am ent budget in  the B un­
destag. I t  is fre e ly  adm itted  th a t 
the opposition includes m iddle 
class as w e ll as labo r groups.

The economic basis fo r  th is  re ­
be llion is expla ined by Carolus as 
a llow s: Adenauer agreed to spend 
121/, b illio n  m arks a year on 
a rm s ;, he says he w on’t ask fo r  
h igher taxes, bu t he is go ing  to 
demand th a t the Laender (s la tes) 
raise th e ir  con tribu tions  to the 
federal governm ent to 40% o f 
th e ir  revenues. “ T h a t w i l l  mean 
an end to th e ir  public-housing 
pro jects and a sharp c u rta ilm e n t 
o f re lie f  fo r  the nine m illio n  
refugees fro m  the east and the 
even needier pensioners, disabled 
v e t e r a  n s, w a r w idows, and 
orphans.”

DO UBTS IN  U.S.
T h is s itua tion  has created some' 

doubts even in the top circ les o f 
U.S. im peria lism . The W a ll S treet 
Journa l w ro te  on M arch 4, “ We 
know  th a t to even raise these 
fiuestions is considered in some 
quarters  as nefarious. . . W e th in k  
th a t the evidence is accum ula ting  
th a t Europe cannot support the 
g rea t arm s edifice th a t we are 
t r y in g  to make i t  bu ild .”

B u t th is  is no t the dom inant 
v iew po in t in  the T rum an  ad­
m in is tra tio n . The ge t-to ugh -w ith - 
Europe spokesmen are proceeding 
on the assum ption th a t they can

tin c tio n  because o f the  ravages overcome the m oun ting  resistance 
o f hunger.

Feeding the h u n g ry  w i l l  cause 
the b ir th  rates to drop in  Ind ia ,
China and o ther areas o f the 
earth , which are po in ted to  by 
the neo-M althusian as danger­
ously over-populated.

B u t how can we feed the 
h u n g ry  o f the w orld  ? Here is 
where D r. de Castro fa ils  to o ffe r  
a convinc ing answer. H is general 
proposals are unassailable: p lan ­
n ing  fo r  p le n ty  on an in te rna ­
tion a l scale; colon ia l em ancipa­
tio n ; a m ore equitable d is tr ib u ­
tion o f the land and the m achinery 
to w o rk  i t ;  a w id e r use o f 
scientific  a g r ic u ltu ra l techniques.
B u t when D r. de Castro expresses 
the conviction th a t “ I t  is qu ite 
possible to make the tra n s itio n  
fro m  a colon ia l economy to a 
cooperative w o rld  economy based 
on m utua l in te rests w ith o u t the 
im p e ria lis t o r co lon iz ing coun­
tr ies  go ing b a nkru p t,”  he has le f t  
the safe ground o f science fo r  the 
c loudy reg ions o f w is h fu l th in k ­
ing.

Be th a t as i t  m ay, the solid 
fac t rem ains th a t “ The Geography 
o f H unger”  is a treasure house 
o f in fo rm a tio n  fo r  the M a rx is t 
who also believes th a t we can 
have a G eography o f Abundance 
and has an e ffec tive  program  to 
achieve it .

by b u lly in g , b lu s te rin g  and eco­
nom ica lly  pressuring  th e ir  ju n io r  
pa rtne rs  in Europe in to  “ s t if fe n ­
in g ”  th e ir  policies —  th a t is, t r y ­
in g  to jam  the arm s p rogram  
clown the th roa ts  o f the masses 
ju s t as W ashington has jam m ed 
it  down the th roa ts  o f the E u ro ­
pean governm ents.

The M arch 4 N . Y . T im es su l­
le n ly  no tifies Europe th a t “ the 
fa l l  o f the French cabinet . . . the 
g row ing  ag ita tio n  against re ­
arm am ent in Germ any and the 
success o f the Socia list lu na tic  
fr in g e  in  d r iv in g  the B r it is h  
Labor P a rty  tow ard  pacifism?’ 
are “ causes fo r  concern.”  (The 
so-called “ luna tic  fr in g e ”  happens 
to  speak fo r  the m a jo r ity  o f the 
B r it is h  w o rk in g  class in  its  op­
position to  rearm am ent.)

Europeans “ should no t igno re ”  
C onnally ’s b ru ta l w a rn in g , the 
T im es declares. “ The sooner they 
pay heed to i t  the b e tte r i t  w i l l  
be fo r  a ll concerned.”  B y which 
the Tim es means: “ In te n s ify  class 
w a rfa re  against the European 
masses and th e ir  liv in g  standards, 
b ro the r ca p ita lis ts  in Europe, o r 
we’ ll  make i t  hot fo r  you.”

The European cap ita lis ts  know  
th is, and they w a n t to com ply. 
The troub le is th a t i f  they do, 
the European masses w il l  make 
i: ho t fo r  them  too.



The Negro Struggle------------------------------------------------

Jim Crow and the CIO
-----------------------------  By Jean Blake --------------------------

La s t m onth, when th is  column was opened to 
a discussion o f J im  Crow in  the unions, we inv ited  
our readers to  jo in  in  and le t us know  about th e ir  
op in ions and experiences in  th is  f ie ld . Here we 
p r in t  the f i r s t  con tribu tion  to the discussion, and 
hope th a t i t  w i l l  encourage others:

“ I  th in k  you and The M il ita n t  have done a rea l 
service by s ta rt in g  a discussion on the problem  
o f J im  Crow in the unions and how to combat i t  
successfully. There is too much o f a tendency in  
the labor movement to ignore th is  problem  m ere­
ly  because in the la s t decade some progress has 
been made, m a in ly  on a local level, in  w in n im  
union posts fo r  Negroes and in  w ip in g  ou t some 
o f the d isc rim in a tio n  in upgrad ing, etc. I t ’s a real 
problem , not on ly  in  the steel union, and I hope 
am ong o ther th ings  tha t the discussion w ill g ive 
us fac ts  about o ther unions as w e ll as sugges­
tions fo r  com batting  them.

“ I  am in  fu l l  accord w ith  you on w h a t should 
be done. The a llies o f the Negro union members 
in  con flic ts  w ith  bigoted types like  W illia m  Dono­
van, d irec to r o f the S tee lw orkers U n ion  in  the 
Cleveland area, are the w h ite  union members 
who also have p len ty  o f grievances aga inst such 
bureaucrats. The rank and f i le  m ust cooperate 
in  g e ttin g  r id  o f such d isg race fu l elements who 
do no th ing  bu t harm  to the cause o f organized 
and unorganized labor.

“ We agree on the s tra tegy . I believe we also 
agree on the tactics, but to be absolute ly  certa in  
o f th is , I w an t to say some th in gs  about a few  
rem arks you made in you r column on the sub­
jec t. You w ro te  as fo llow s:

“ ‘The ed ito r (o f the Cleveland Call and Post) 
fa ile d  to ou tline  any course o ther than appeal­
in g  to the C IO ’s top leadership to  clean ou t the 
Donovans. I t  is necessary to expose the ro le  o f 
b igoted bureaucrats to the top leadership, and to 
a ll w o rk in g  people, bu t a rea lis tic  approach to 
the  problem  cannot depend on bureaucrats to  
clean ou t bureaucrats.’ You also said th a t g e ttin g  
r id  o f the Donovans can be achieved on ly  ‘by 
b u ild in g  a new le f t  w in g  leadership and re tu rn in g

the unions to the dem ocratic con tro l o f the ranks 
—  no t by appealing to  the  M urra ys  and M c­
Donalds o r any o ther o f the same s tr ipe .’

“ A s I  understand it ,  you are no t saying th a t we 
should no t appeal to the top CIO  leaders to  end 
Donovanism ; w h a t you are saying is th a t such 
appeals, by themselves, are no t enough. T h a t is 
absolute ly time. B u t we should be ca re fu l no t to 
underestim ate the im portance o f appealing to 
P h ilip  M u rra y  and dem anding that, he p u t a stop 
to the J im  Crow behavior o f his lieutenants.

“ M u rra y  has made many attacks on J im  Crow 
and d isc rim in a tio n  in  the CIO. A t  the national 
CIO convention las t Novem ber he made a long 
speech u rg in g  the delegates to go back to th e ir  
unions and put in to  practice the a n ti-d isc rim in a ­
to ry  program s and speeches they were m aking. 
W ouldn ’t  i t  be a good th in g  fo r  h im  to be put 
on the spot by demands fro m  members o f his 
own union, ask ing him  too to  practice w h a t he 
preaches? W ou ldn ’t  i t  be a bad th in g  i f  no ap­
peals and pressure were applied to h im — w ouldn ’t 
th a t make i t  easier fo r  h im  to continue dodging 
the problem —  w ou ldn ’t  th a t be p la y in g  r ig h t  
in to  the hands o f the Donovans?

“ N a tu ra lly , we ‘cannot depend on bureaucrats 
to clean out bureaucrats.’ In  add ition  to  appeal­
in g  to M u rra y  to enforce the avowed policies o f 
the CIO, we m ust, as you say, organize and u n it i 
the  rank and file fo r  pos itive  action o f th e ir  own 
to show th e ir  opposition to J im  Crow in a ll form s. 
B u t these tw o  steps, according to m y v iew , are 
not con tra d ic to ry  bu t com plem entary. We can 
and should do both. P u tt in g  pressure on M urra y , 
and then le tt in g  everybody see how he reacts 
to ju s tif ie d  demands, is one o f the best ways 
to arouse the rank and file  and show them  the 
need fo r  independent a c t iv ity  a long the lines you 
suggest.

“ F rom  your column I am sure th a t th is  is you r 
v iew po in t too. Best wishes to you and The M il i ­
ta n t in  w o rk in g  out a p rogram  o f action  th a t w i l l  
help the N egro people w in  th e ir  r ig h t fu l place 
in  the labor movem ent.”

People Do Change
----------------------  By Ruth Johnson ----------------------

People who cla im  tha t “ socialism  w on’t  w o rk ”  
are also fond o f saying “ you can’t change human 
na tu re .”  B u t the lives o f a whole com m unity  can 
a lte r  in one generation. A new sc ie n tific  example 
o f th is  appears in the Feb. 1952 issue o f the 
A m erican  Jou rna l o f P sych ia try , exp la in ing  how 
in 40 years the men o f H a rla n  County, K en tucky, 
have changed from  fron tie rsm en  to in d u s tria l 
w o rkers . . . fro m  “ rugged in d iv id u a lis ts ”  to 
staunch union men —- and how social changes 
have b rough t them a new rea lism  in fa c in g  emo­
tio n a l crises.

These conclusions are the resu lt o f the f i r s t  
psych ia tr ic  study o f coal m iners, made possible 
by  the U n ited  M ine W orke rs ’ W e lfa re  and R e tire ­
m ent Fund. D r. C arl W icsel o f Lex ing ton , K y ., 
and M alcolm  A m y , a psych ia tr ic  social w o rke r 
w ith  the H a rlan  County M enta l H ygiene C lin ic , 
examined 100 pa tien ts  in p re pa ring  th e ir  report.

To go in to  the case-histories cited by W iesel 
and A rn y , would take us too fa r  a fie ld . M ore 
im p o rta n t fo r  us is the fa c t th a t they found the 
sym ptom s o f the men, "p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the o lder 
age-group, assumed such a u n ifo rm  p a tte rn  as 
a lm ost to be recognized as a ‘m in e r’s syndrom e.’ ”  
A nd  they co rre c tly  concluded th a t the reason fo r  
iden tica l sym ptom s m ust lie  in  the “ c u ltu ra l, geo­
graph ica l, and social background as w e ll as the 
problem s inhe ren t in  coal m in in g  its e lf . ”

U n ti l 1910, W iesel and A rn y  found, the H a rlan  
C ounty area had been an iso lated m ounta in  com­
m un ity , w ith  s trong  fa m ily  ties u n it in g  a popu­
la tion  o f sm all fa rm ers. The fa rm ers  had li t t le  
income, bu t th e ir  economy was a lm ost self-con­
ta ined and tended to be equa lita rian . “ The fa m ­
i ly  was closer to the p a tria rch a l pa tte rn  than  the 
A m erican fa m ily  in general. . . P o lit ic a lly  the 
fron tie rsm an  was independent, defensive, and re ­
s is tan t to the expansion o f governm ent.”

Then Eastern in du s try , in  need o f more coal, 
reached in to  the K en tucky  h ills . “ G radua lly  the 
fa m ily  lost, its  s ta tus as the basis o f society; in ­
stead the m in ing  company o r coal opera to r gu id ­
ed the in d iv id u a l’s destiny. . . Social li fe  under­
w en t a complete change. The coal camp and its

laws became the center o f the social s tru c tu re  
ra th e r than the fa m ily . The law  was the company 
deputy. . . Resistance to g iv in g  up in d iv id u a lis tic  
freedom was s trong  b u t any ob jective lack o f 
cooperation was dealt w ith  by the laws o f the coal 
camp. T h rea t o f discharge and ev ic tion was 
enough to  qu ie t any in d iv id u a lis t. S e lf-su ffic iency  
and independence were gone. There was no other 
em ploym ent and ho (the m in e r) knew no th ing  
else.”

I t  looked as though the coal barons had forced 
fron tie rsm en  in to  submission. B y 1920-21-22, 
"H a r la n  C ounty was able to  increase its  coal p ro ­
duction because o f the low  wages paid as i t  had 
non-union labor and wages were reduced to b r in g  
prices o f coal down below th a t o f com petition .”  
B u t the m iners were seething. “ The antagonism  
they fe lt  tow ard  the re s tr ic tio n s  imposed on them  
by the new in d u s tr ia l socie ty was buried w ith in  
them  because the a ttra c tio n s  o f th is  economy o u t­
weighed its  lim ita tio n s . Occasional an im osities 
erupted in  d r in k in g  and shooting sprees.”

The company towns were called pa te rna lis tic  
because they supplied churches, housing, stores 
. . . a ll provided by the operators in  o rder to  in ­
crease the w o rke rs ’ dependence. B u t they had 
no th in g  in  common w ith  the old p a tria rch a l sys­
tem  which had protected a ll its  members. Increas­
in g ly  b itte r, the m iners began to  look fo r  a new 
basis o f s o lid a rity . They found it .  “ D u rin g  the 
1930’s the c o n flic t between the operators and un­
ions overshadowed a ll else and earned fo r  the 
county the s tigm a o f ‘B loody H a rla n ’ because o f 
the violence th a t erupted. . . ”

The s trugg le  m arked the f in a l change o f the 
fo rm er fro n t ie r  fa rm e r, the fo rm e r in d iv id u a lis t, 
in to  a m ember o f a new " fa m ily . ”  The m iner 
“ turned his allegiance to the union as his p ro ­
tector. I t  received a ll his lo y a lty  and became 
the ch ie f source o f secu rity .”

Today, union brotherhood is a t ie  th a t binds 
the men o f H a rlan  C ounty closer than ever be­
fore. Y et, when the tim e  comes, how much more 
ra p id ly  th is  new fa m ily  w i l l  change in to  a s t ill-  
g rea te r brotherhood o f a ll w o rk in g  women and 
men in  the. socia list fu tu re !

Notes from the News
T H E  Y A L E  L A W  J O U R N A L  in  its  cu rre n t issue 
ca lls unconstitu tiona l the State D epartm ent's  
po licy  o f denying passports fo r  fo re ign  tra ve l to  
U.S. c itizens fo r  p o lit ic a l reasons. The Journa l 
te lls  o f a case where a w r ite r ,  who had been 
assigned by a group o f U.S. newspapers to  go to 
I ta ly  to  do a series on land re fo rm ' and the 
M arsha ll P lan there, had been refused a passport. 
One o f the reasons given was th a t no th ing  “ con­
s tru c tiv e ”  could be expected fro m  h is w r itin g s . 
W hen the w r ite r  expressed a w illingn ess  to  w r ite  
“ con s tru c tive ly ”  i t  appeared th a t the S tate Dept, 
m ig h t reconsider.

*  ijt *

CIO PROTESTS FR A N C O ’S B U T C H E R Y  . . .
Jacob S. P oto fsky, president o f the Am algam ated 
C lo th in g  W orkers and chairm an o f the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee o f the CIO denounced the death 
sentences on nine an ti-fasc is ts  recen tly  announced 
by Franco Spain. P o to fsky said: “ These w orkers, 
and others convicted in recent mass tr ia ls  at 
Seville  and Barcelona, were arrested, tried  and 
sentenced by the d ic ta to r ’s courts fo r  the ‘heinous 
c rim e ’ o f t r y in g  to bu ild  free, dem ocratic, respon­
sible labo r un ions.”

*  i  t

GOV’T  CO N TR O L OF S C IE N T IS T S  . . . F o rty  
pe r cent o f the na tion ’s scientists are w o rk in g  on 
Defense D epartm ent pro jects. M any more scient­
is ts  are employed by o ther governm enta l agen­
cies. A ll are subject to tho ugh t contro l “ lo y a lty ”  
tests and F B I surveillance.

* * *
B E T T E R  T H A N  B ILL B O A R D S — A N D  F R E E  . . .
P rotests in Congress and a law  s u it have fa iled  
to  prevent the Postm aster General fro m  issuing 
a stam p com m em orating the 125th ann iversary 
o f the B a ltim o re  and Ohio R a ilroad Co. The new 
stam p is the f irs t  in U.S. h is to ry  to advertise the 
trade name and services o f an ex is ting  corpora­
tio n  engaged in business fo r  p ro fit.

* * *
H E Y  —  T H A T ’S FOR S TR IK E R S  . . .  A M in ­
nesota Sate Guard dance broke up in a h u rry  
when an inexperienced Guard member pu lled the 
p in  on a te a r gas grenade by  m istake. The 300 
Guardsmen and th e ir  guests fded the M inneapolis 
A rm o ry  in  tears.

O H ! T H E  IN G R A T IT U D E  O F  (C A P IT A L IS T )  
P O L IT IC IA N S  . . . Rudolph H a lley , elected P resi­
dent o f New Y ork 's  C ity  Council fo u r  m onths 
ago as the L ibe ra l P a rty  candidate ju s t gave th a t 
p a r ty  a public slap in  the face. H a lley , who the 
L ibe ra l P a rty  hopes t.o run as its  candidate fo r  
M ayo r in  1953, w en t ou t o f his w ay in  a speech 
to po in t ou t th a t he wasn’t  a m em ber o f the 
L ib e ra l P a rty  and th a t he hoped to  be the 
m ayo ra lty  candidate o f a “ cleaned-up”  Dem ocratic 
P a rty  (i.e. Tam m any H a ll) .

* * *
C IO  T E X T IL E  W O R K E R S  S T R IK E  . . .  The
firs t, in w h a t m ay be a wave o f s trikes in  answer 
to the un ion-busting  drive  o f the woolen and 
worsted m ill owners o f New Eng land, started 
Fob. 25 in E ast Douglas, Mass.

*  *  *

GOV’T  G IF T  TO BIG  B U S IN E S S  . . . Bethlehem 
Steel C o rpora tion  plans to “ spend”  $289 m illio n  
on new p lan ts  and o ther fa c ilit ie s . $221 m illio n  
o f th is  is from  the governm ent in the fo rm  o f 
“ certifica tes o f necessity”  a llo w in g  the cost o f 
the new p lan ts to bn deducted fro m  income tax 
over a five year period. To date C. E. W ilso n ’s 
m ob iliza tion  setup has handed out 6,522 “ cer­
tifica tes o f necessity”  covering investm ents o f 
over $13,793,000,000.

*  *  *

P R U D E N T IA L  W A L K O U T  S E T T L E D  . . .  B y
a na rrow  m arg in  the 15,000 m embers o f the A F L  
Insurance A gents  In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  voted to 
end th e ir  81-day s tr ike  aga inst the P ruden tia l 
L ife  Insurance Co. The s tr ik e rs ’ p rinc ipa l demand 
had been fo r  an increase in m in im um  pay from  
$35 to $55 a week. Instead they received an 
average increase — no t in  m in im um  pay b u t in 
expenses and commissions —  o f $5.36 and a per 
cap ita  lum p paym ent o f $150. The tw o-yea r con­
tra c t contained a few  o ther concessions on a rb itra ­
tion , pensions, etc.

*  *  *

IN D IA N  E LE C T IO N  . . . A ccord ing  to a N. Y . 
T im es dispatch from  New Delh i, N ehru ’s Con­
gress p a rty  “ holds 363 seats in  the cen tra l House 
o f the People, the Communists, twenty-seven, and 
the Socialists, twelve.
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Second Negro 
Labor Group 
Is Established

N E W  YO R K, M arch 2 —  A  con­
ference o f trade un ion leaders, 
m eeting a t the H ote l Theresa 
yesterday, voted to  expand the 
N egro Labor Com m ittee in to  a 
na tiona l o rgan iza tion . The N LC  
was o r ig in a lly  form ed in  1935 to 
operate in New Y o rk  C ity .

The new group has the support 
o f the CIO and A F L , which were 
represented a t the conference by 
James B. Carey and Lew is G. 
H ines. I t  reported an attendance 
o f 350 delegates fro m  75 trade 
unions.

The fo rm a l p rogram  o f the 
N egro Labor Com m ittee resem­
bles th a t o f the N a tiona l Negro 
Labor Council, which was form ed 
in  C inc in na ti la s t October, except 
th a t the new organ iza tion  ex­
cludes “ Com m unist o r Com­
m un is t - dom inated trade  unions”  
and lines up w ith  U jS. im p e ria l­
ism  in  the cold w a r aga inst 'the 
Soviet U n ion . B o th  groups call 
fo r  a s trugg le  aga inst J im  Crow, 
the passage o f  c iv i l r ig h ts  le g is ­
la tion , etc.

NO  SECRET
I t  is  no secret th a t the on ly 

reason the A F L  and CIO leaders 
decided to fo rm  the Negro Labor 
Com m ittee was th e ir  fe a r th a t the 
Negro Labo r Council would w in  
the support and sym pathy o f 
la rge  numbers o f N egro w orkers 
inside the A F L  and CIO.

When the Council was f irs t  set 
up, the top labo r leaders h i t  i t  
w ith  eve ry th ing  they had, inc lud ­
in g  red ba iting  and charges o f 
“ dual un ion ism .”  A  typ ica l com­
p la in t o f the' CIO leaders was: 
“ W hy do you need another group 
when wc have the N a tion a l CIO 
Com m ittee to  A bo lish  D isc rim in a ­
tion  ? ”

B u t the support given the 
Council was its e lf  p roo f th a t the 
CIO Com m ittee to  A bo lish D is ­
c rim in a tio n  was n o t doing the job 
th a t N egro  w orkers want, to  be 
done, and th a t the re  is  p len ty  o f 
room and need fo r  a m ilita n t 
o rgan iza tion  w o rk ing  to e lim ina te  
d isc rim in a to ry  obstacles to  real 
equa lity  in  the p lan ts  and unions.

The red b a itin g  was no t e ffec­
tive , and now the CIO and A F L  
leaders seem to have decided th a t 
since they could no t lic k  the Coun­
c il in  th is  way, they w il l  have to 
im ita te  it .  They w ou ld  lik e  now 
to fo rg e t th e ir  phony, charge th a t 
o rgan iz ing  an a n t i - J im  Crow 
group o f un ion members outside 
the re g u la r fra m e w o rk  o f the 
unions is “ dual un ion ism ,”  . be­
cause they have done i t  them ­
selves.

A t  the H ote l Theresa Carey 
substitu ted the equa lly phony 
charge th a t the Council is “ a J im  
Crow o u tfit.”  A c tu a lly , the Coun­
c il adm its w h ite  w orkers  and 
un ion is ts  on exac tly  the sanie 
basis as the Negro Labor Com­
m ittee. (A nd  anyhow, there would 
be no th ing  "J im  C ro w ”  about an 
o rgan iza tion  composed solely o f 
N egro w orkers dedicated to end­
ing J im  C row .)

T IM E  W IL L  T E L L
From  its  inception, the Com­

m ittee has fa r  g re a te r resources, 
financia l and otherw ise, than the 
Council. I t  has the backing o f 
organ izations num bering 15 m il­
lion members, inc lud ing  over one 
m illio n  Negro w orkers. I t  has 
behind i t  the prestige o f the g rea t 
labor federations, e n try  in to  th e ir  
a ff ilia te d  unions, and easy access 
to th e ir  members.

I f  i t  w ants to, the Negro Labor 
Com m ittee can do g re a t th ings. 
T im e w il l  te ll i f  i t  in tends to 
func tion  seriously as a m ilita n t 
champion o f Negro rig h ts , o r i f  
i t  is in terested c h ie f ly  in s tea ling 
the thunder o f the N egro Labor 
Council.
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San Francisco S trike  Won

A F L  s tree t-ca r w orkers won s tr ik e  over w ork  schedules in 
short order, as a ll public transp o rta tio n  in San Francisco was 
ha lted fo r  3 days. M o to ris ts  took advantage o f s tr ik e  to  park 
cars on unused tro lle y  tracks  in  the busy downtown area.

COLLEGE FIRES WORKER 
IN UNION-BUSTING MOVE

By Fred Arens
In an attempt to stop unionization of cafeteria em­

ployees, Columbia University 
H. Olsen, cafeteria clerical 
T ransp o rt W orkers U n ion (C IO ) ' 
which is o rgan iz ing  U n iv e rs ity  
employees. The f ir in g  came, on the 
heels o f the pub lica tion  in  the 
Spectator, student newspaper, of 
a le tte r  by  M rs. Olsen’s husband, 

"who is secre tary o f the campus 
M a rx is t Society, in  which he 
attacked w o rk in g  conditions in 
the d in in g  halls. M rs. Olsen was 

ifired  fo u r days before she was 
to have le f t  he r position because 
o f pregnancy.

The w itch  hu n t drive in the 
colleges aga inst teachers and 
students w ith  rad ica l o r un­
orthodox op in ions is thus bearing

officials have fired Mrs. Otto 
worker and member of the

the w indow  w ith  the decline o f 
the P inke rton  strikeb reakers .”  
One e d ito r ia l wonders “ w hether 
the fa c u lty  and other U n ive rs ity - 
o fficers do not fee l a b it  
fru s tra te d , teaching one set o f 
ideals in the classroom, on ly to 
have th e ir  e ffo r ts  defeated in  the 
d in ing  h a ll.”

M any students have voiced 
th e ir  protest aga inst the U n iv e r­
s ity ’s un ion-busting  in le tte rs  to 
the student paper. One -w r ite r  
calls fo r  a “ boycott o f the U n iv e r­
s ity  d in in g  ha lls u n til the union 
is recognized.”  The le tte r  adds 
“ Please do no t publish m y name 
as the ad m in is tra tion  could 
easily re ta lia te  aga inst me.”

Campus Groups 
Bade SWP Fight 
On Illinois Law

CHICAGO — “ Law 1030 is an unwarranted and cynical 
restriction upon free political activity. I f  i t  is not found 
unconstitutional, it  should be repealed,”  declared an
ed ito ria l in the Torch, o ffic ia l 5>- 
campus newspaper a t Roosevelt 
College, Chicago.

“ You have probably never heard 
o f law' 1930,”  continued the edi-

U.S. Rushing 
Toward War 
Says Dunne

M IN N E A P O L IS , Feb: 29 —  A n 
a tten tive  audience o f w orkers  and 
students heard V. R. Dunne speak 
on the topic, “ A rm am ents, Taxes 
and T rum an”  a t Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  headquarters ton igh t. 
Am erican cap ita lism , w ith  its  
insatiab le  appe tite  fo r  m arke ts 
and raw  m ateria ls , is  rush ing  
headlong tow ard a “ devasta ting  
explosion o f im p e ria lism ,”  said 
Dunne.

The speaker drew  a balance 
sheet o f the arm am ents budget, 
the na tiona l debt and the T ru ­
man tax program  to illu s tra te  the 
real ba nkrup tcy  o f A m erican 
cap ita lism . “ T rum an lias spent 
more money fo r  arm am ents,”  
said Dunne, “ than a ll the p re s i­
dents before h im  put. together, 
inc lud ing  Roosevelt!”

“ The cap ita lis ts  find themselves 
in a b lind  a lley ,”  he said. “ On the 
one hand they are p o u ring  ou t 
b illion s  fo r  arm am ents. They have 
m il ita ry  outposts and a ir  bases 
in every corner o f the globe. B u t 
v ic to ry  eludes th e ir  grasp. The 
A sian revo lu tion , w h ich they do 
not understand, has stayed th e ir  
hand. The leaders o f Am erica 
don’t  know  where Ihcy are 
g o in g !”  stated Dunne.

Several questions were asked 
o f the speaker, and the discussion 
continued a fte rw a rd  d u rin g  the 
social hour.

to r ia l, “ and m ay the re fo re  w on­
der w hy I llin o is  citizens, in c lud in g  
RC in s tru c to rs  and students 
should fo rm  com m ittees aga inst 
it. . . You haven’t  heard o f i t  be­
cause the state le g is la tu re  passed 
i t  in  v ir tu a l secrecy.”

IN T E N T  OF L A W
This law , signed by lib e ra l 

Dem ocratic G overnor Stevenson, 
makes i t  a c r im in a l offense fo r  a 
c itizen  to pe titio n  outside his 
own county to place a new p a r ty  
on the state ba llo t. A s  stated in  
the Torch ed ito ria l, “ The e ffe c t 
and p robab ly the in td n t o f the 
law  is to re s tr ic t  the b a llo t to 
the Dem ocratic and Republican 
pa rties .”

The Socialist W orkers  P arty  
took the lead in  the f ig h t against 
th is  undem ocratic law  by filing  
a suit, in  Federal C ourt against 
Gov. Stevenson and leading law - 
en forc ing  o ffic ia ls  o f the state. 
I t  demands tha t the la w  be 
declared un constitu tiona l and that 
van in jun c tion  be issued to  prevent 
its  enforcem ent.

P u b lic ity  around the SW P’s 
su it has destroyed the b lackout 
w ith  wh ich the leg is la to rs  and 
Gov. Stevenson attem pted to su r­
round the law.

C O M M ITTE E S  FO R M ED
The campus newspaper also an­

nounced on another page the 
fo rm a tio n  o f a “ Campus C om m it- 
to A g a in s t Law  1030”  a t Roose­
v e lt College. Th is is the second 
colleg ia te  group aga inst the la w  
to be form ed, the f irs t  be ing a t 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago. Both 
campus com m ittees are s o lic it in g  
support fro m  the general student 
body and the fa c u lty  in the f ig h t 
aga inst th is  fasc is t- like  law .

The S ta lin is t newspaper, the 
W orker, continues to ta lk  around 
the question o f the I llin o is  elec­
tions w ith o u t m en tion ing  the 
SW P s u it which s tr ike s  a t the 
heart o f the question.

f r u i t  in  an an ti- la b o r and a n ti­
union a ttitud e .

E xp la in in g  the dism issal, Jo­
seph P. Nye, d ire c to r o f residence 
halls, stated th a t “ i t  was be­
com ing increas ing ly  em barrassing 
to have M rs. Olsen w o rk in g  in 
the office in her condition of 
pregnancy,”  that, “ the ac tiv itie s  
and sentim ents expressed by her 
husband were a ffe c tin g  M rs. 
Olsen’s \<-ork and a tt itu d e ”  and 
th a t there was “ the p o ss ib ility  
o f un fo rtuna te  scenes which 
m ig h t a ffec t M rs. Olsen.”  He 
la te r adm itted  th a t her w o rk  was 
satisfactory ' bu t re fe rred  to 
“ rum ors th a t M r. Olsen had been 
speaking to d in in g  room  em ­
ployes”  and “ since they both 
share a one-room apartm en t, M rs. 
Olsen p robab ly also shares her 
husband’s v iews.”

U N IO N  ASKS P O LL
The Transport. W orkers Union 

has requested the U n iv e rs ity  to 
agree to a po ll o f d in in g  ha ll 
w orkers. In  re je c tin g  the proposal, 
Thomas A. McGoey, school bus i­
ness m anager, said the U n iv e r­
s ity  “ does not believe tha t the 

"d in ing ha lls are a proper place 
fo r  union organ iza tion ”  and th a t 
“ Colum bia has been keeping up 
w ith  the trend o f the tim es w ith ­
out un ions.”

A T W U  inves tiga tion  revealed 
the existence o f d iscrim ina tion , 
speedup, in tim id a tio n  and coer­
cion o f the w orkers, m any o f 
whom belong to the Spanish­
speaking com m unity.

John C ahill, organ izer fo r  T W U  
local 241, charged tha t since M r. 
McGoey took over in 1950 the 

1 U n iv e rs ity  has m ainta ined a 
speedup th a t extends to residence 
halls and o ther bu ild ings. The 
union says i t  w il l continue its  
e ffo rts  to organize a ll d in ing  
ha ll workers. In  spite o f th rea ts  
by U n iv e rs ity  o ffic ia ls , m ost 
w orkers have jo ined. A  union 
m eeting attended by  55 out o f 85 
ca fe te ria  w orkers  unanim ously 
passed a reso lu tion ca llin g  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f the union and 
s ta tin g  th a t “ we have good 
reason to believe John Jay 
cafe teria  made a p ro fit o f $25,000 
or more over the. previous fiscal 
year.”

The Columbia Spectator has 
v ig o ro us ly  attacked the ad m in i­
s tra tion  in its  ed ito ria ls . I t  ac­
cuses the o ffic ia ls  o f character 
'defamation, and o f assum ing 
g u ilt  by inference and g u ilt  by 
association. I t  charges them  w ith  
“ d iv id in g  employes, se ttin g  one 
aga inst the o ther fo r  the ga in  
o f the em ployer,”  and a “ v iew  o f 
unions we tho ugh t had gone out

Women and Industry
w ork, they do i t  a t a g re a t 
sacrifice and w ith  sm all re turns. 
The w o rk in g  m other is to rn  w ith  
w o rry  about bow she can pay fo r  
adequate care fo r  her ch ildren, 
and earn enough to e ith e r sup­
p o rt the fa m ily  or help her 
husband who is also overworked 
and underpaid.

Unless women are needed fo r  
w ar production, as d u rin g  W orld  
W ar I I ,  cap ita lism  has always 
pushed them  back in to  the 
k itchen. T h is  had the double p u r ­
pose o f m ak ing  the  women and 
ch ild ren  com ple te ly  dependent on 
the man, and thereby m aking  i t  
more d if f ic u lt  fo r  h im  to r is k  
g e ttin g  fired or go ing ou t on

s tr ik e  fo r  a l i t t le  im provem ent 
in his standard o f liv in g .

Today there is no longer any 
choice fo r  m illio ns  o f women. In ­
f la t io n  has reduced the hard 
earned gains which the w o rke r 
has made in m any years o f s tru g ­
gle on the picket line. I t  now 
takes tw o  incomes to keep a 
fa m ily  going.

The law  does a llow  m any deduc­
tions fo r  expenses necessary to  
production o f an income, such as 
the cost o f op e ra tin g  a car used- 
in  a business, bu t i t  considers 
the expense o f a baby s it te r  o r 
day nursery as a personal m a tte r, 
ju s t as though the women had a 
choice.

I t  m ay be true  th a t i t  is  a 
personal m a tte r to a woman to 
see th a t her fa m ily  gets enough 
to eat, bu t when the same prob­
lem faces m illions, and those m il­
lions ge t together to do some­
th in g  about i l ,  i t  no longer 
remains a personal m a tte r, bu t 
becomes a social problem .

Tax deductions are no t enough. 
I t  is necessary fo r  the govern­
ment to provide free, adequate 
nursery care fo r  a ll ch ild ren o f 
w o rk ing  m others, o r pay fo r  the 
expenses o f a baby s itte r.
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Clarke Assails Witch Hunt 
At Meetings in Cleveland

CLEVELAND, March 2 — Europeans viewing the 
witch-hunt over here think Americans have gone mad, 
George Clarke, editor of the Fourth International, told a
student audience at Cleveland Col-
lege F rid a y  n igh t. 'and discuss w ith  CTarke u n t il the

A r r iv in g  in th is  c ity  a t the ! lm 11 had to be vacated.
he igh t o f a newspaper cam paign I 
to make a hero ou t o f local j 
stoolpigeon, John E. Janow itz , 
te s t ify in g  in  W ashington before 
the Subversive A c tiv it ie s  C ontro l 
Board, C larke found considerable 
in te rest in his firs t-hand  re p o rt 
on how the European masses are 
lin in g  up fo r  the com ing in te rna ­
tiona l showdown.

In  France and the o ther coun­
tries  o f W estern Europe, where 
the com m unist and socia lis t 
pa rties  num ber m illions  o f mem­
bers, and where the Red A rm y  is 
much closer, there is no hyste ria , 
no w itch -hu n t, ho 'pointed out. 
B u t here in Cleveland, thousands 

| o f m iles and oceans removed fro m  
| the scenes o f revo lu tiona ry  con- 
| f lic t ,  scare headlines la s t week an­
nounced: “ 900 REDS IN  C IT Y . . .”

SPONSORED BY S T U D E N TS
The student group which spon­

sored C larke ’s m eeting on cam­
pus was its e lf the b u tt  o f a ttack  
by a w itness before the Ohio U n- 
Am erican A c tiv it ie s  Commission 
las t week, who labeled the J e f­
ferson Forum  a chapter o f the 
Young Progressives w h ich  had 
changed its  name. N o t in tim id a t­
ed by the a ttack, members o f the 
group rem ained to ask questions

The speaker addressed another 
audience the  fo llow ing- evening 
on the top ic  o f his cu rre n t na­
tio n a l tou r, "T he  Com ing In te r ­
na tiona l Showdown,”  a t a m eet­
in g  sponsored by the Cleveland 
Branch o f the Socia list W orkers  
T a r ty .  A  rep o rte r fo r  the Cleve­
land P la in  Dealer who covered 
the m eeting, w ro te  in his account 
which appeared the ne x t day:

N E W S P A P E R  A C C O U N T
"C ap ita lism  is gone fro m  a 

th ird  o f the earth  and is go ing 
soon fro m  m ost o f the rest, 
George C larke, ed ito r o f the 
I-’ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, to ld mem­
bers o f the Socia list W orkers  
P a rty  a t a m eeting la s t n ig h t in 
its  C leveland headquarters. . .”

“ A m erica  would be in  a ‘25% 
depression’ now i f  i t  .were not fo r 
arm am ents which the ‘madmen’ 
are p repa ring  to  use in a new 
w ar, C larke said. B u t another 
co n flic t w i l l  on ly  extend the area 
o f M a rx is t dom ination  over more 
o f the globe, in  his view.

“ W hile  h a ilin g  the advance of 
the ‘w o rkers ’ re vo lu tion ’ in  China 
and Russia, C larke assailed 
the ‘ sm all - m inded men in' the 
K re m lin ,’ as w e ll as W a ll 
S tree t.”

By Louise Manning
M illio n  o f w o rk ing  women, who 

are ground down by the double 
burden o f job  and fa m ily  w ill 
welcome the proposal o f Judge 
Sarah T. Hughes o f Dallas, p res i­
dent o f the N a tiona l Federation 
o f Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, tha t the money 
used to pay fo r  a housekeeper or 
fo r  nursery  care d u rin g  w o rk ing  
hours be deductible from  taxable 
income.

A lthough the proposal is very  
t im id  and does not go fa r  enough, 
i t  b rings in to  the open a fo rm  o f 
d isc rim ina tion  aga inst women 
which e ithe r makes i t  impossible 
fo r  them to w o rk , or i f  they  do


