Stool Pigeon Role
For Air Wardens
Is OCD Scheme

By George Lavan
Plans to convert the Air Raid Wardens of the New
York Civilian Defense set-up into thought control police

engaged in compiling a political blacklist were discovered
this week by the Militant. Under¥—

this sinister plan Air Wardens
are to engage in political espion-
age and informing in addition to
their other duties. They would
form a network of political police
covering every block in the city
as did the block leaders system
of Nazi Germany.

These facts are not based on
hearsay but on an official book of
instructions for Air Wardens
issued by the New York Office of
Civilian Defense.

In the section instructing Air
Wardens to interview and keep
a written record on cvery family
in their block, the official in-
structions state: “In the course of
your personal survey you are
bound to learn a great deal about
the personal affairs of your npigh-
bors. Let them know that you
are not prying, that whatever in-
formation you may obtain is in
strict confidence, that you are not
trafficking in rumors or gossip,
that your only interest in the in-
formation you are gathering is in
its applicability to civil defense
preparations.”

ONE EXCEPTION

The official instructions then
say that “there is only one ex-
ception to this rule” of keeping
information in “strict confidence.”
“If, on your rounds,_you should
observe some activity which you
believe to be a threat to the
national security, report it to the
proper authorities.”

What kind of activities be-
lieved “to be a threat to the na-
tional secuority” can an Air
Warden discover while interview-
ing people in their living rooms?
These can only be of two kinds:
1) clues spotted by the Air
Warden, such as liberal or left-
wing magazines lying around,
“subversive” books in the book-
cases, and 2) political expressions
of the family about their own
views or information about the
views or political affiliations of
their neighbors, given in the
belief that these will be kept in
“strict confidence’’ whereas the
Air Wardens are under instruc-
tion to  report these to “the
proper authorities.”

_Another section of the instruc-
tions outlines the procedure with
people who “refuse to cooperate”
and won’t “answer questions.” A
large number of these would
undoubtedly fall into the category
of those who think the Air
Warden set-up a pitiable and

ridiculous farce as far as pro-
tection from Atom Bombings is
concerned, These would get =
talking to from higher ups in the
Civil Defense organization. But
what if the questions that in-
dividuals refuse to answer are of
a prying political nature? The
instruction book simply sayvs that
cases of people “refusing to co-
operate” should be reported to
the Squad leader, who will take

appropriate action through his
Precinet Civil Defense Co-
ordinator,

LOYALTY OATHS

Further proof of the thougnt-
control aspect of the Civil De-
fense set-up was provided by its
bold assault on the freedom of
the press. Civilian Defense Direc-
tor Arthur Wallander decreed
that police press cards were no
longer sufficient for newspaper
reporters covering air raid tests
and other “emergencies.” Hence-
forth a loyalty oath would be
required of reporters. The N. Y.
Daily Compass, one of the “ew
New York papers opposing this
infringement on freedom of the
press, reveals that it was in-
formed by an Office of Civilian
Defense spokesman that even-
tually the oath will be required
of mechanical, commercial, ad-
vertising, circulation employes
and editorial staff if the paper
wants to publish during “emer-
gencies.”

Reporters of most New York
newspapers have been signed up
100% on the OCD loyalty oath.
The CIO Newspaper Guild has
remained silent except for a
short-lived protest of the Guild
unit at the conservative N. Y.
Herald-Tribune,

It is noteworthy that the oath,
the same one required of all OCD |
personnel, refers to a class of
“domestic enemies” as well as to
foreign powers. The oath-swearer
promises that he or she will “sup-
port and defend the Constitution
of the U.S. against all enemies,
foreign and domestic."”

It iz becoming inereasingly
evident that the Civilian Defense
set-up — ineffective as it may be
against the disasters that atomic
bombings of a new world war
would bring — was created not
simply for “defense” but as part
of the preparation and mechanism
for the police state which elements
of the capitalist class so eagerly

look forward to.

THE “GREAT DEBATE”
IS STARTING UP AGAIN

By George Clarke

The difficulties of the European rearmament program
have re-awakened the “Great Debate” of the Winter of
1950. The issue was then decided against MacArthur’s

“war-in-the-Pacific” program and

in favor of conc¢entrating on the
North Atlantic army. Today 1he_rc
is outspoken criticism in capitalist
circles of the Atlantic program
itself and cven some questioning
of the planned war against the
Soviet Union.

Sure cnough, the muddichead
liberals, who yesterday werc
cheering the great “moral cf-
fort” they saw in rearmament,
are today acclaiming its critics.
Max Letner has visions of “a
turning point in business atti-
tudes toward the cold war econ-
omy.” Right off the bat, he has
begun lecturing his fellow lib-
erals to drop “their old cliche (1)
about businessmen always want-
ing war.”

DOURBTS WILL GROW

As usual, Lerner's imagination
is stronger than his power of
analysis. There will be no fun-
damental change in the war pro-
gram until the American work-
ers bring down their mighty fist
into the midst of the “Great De-
bate.” Meanwhile the confusion
and differences in capitalist cir-
cles will remain. The grumbling
will become louder as the arms
race jolts American and world
cconomy completely out of shape.
Doubts as to the possibility of
vietory in the anli-Soviet war
will reappear and grow with each
new political, military and cco-
nomic crisis engendered by the
war program in the world,

In the end, powerful immediate
cconomic compulsions, an expres-
sion of the long-range interests
of the capitalist system itself,
will decide the “Great De-
bate.” The juggernaut of war
will silence the critics and grum-
blers here as abroad. Business-
men may or may not want the
war — there will be no other
alternative but collapse.

This trend is indicated by two
factors making for the present

c¢risis. The first consists of “re-
sistance” (o the war program in
capitalist circles centering around
small  business and the “soft
goods” industries supplying con-
sumer goods markets. They have
been staggering from the eco-
nomic cyclone that hus been blow-
ing their way since the Korean
war. According to the report by
the Senate Committee on Small
Business, they are being frozen
out of government war orders and
at. the same time denied “scarce
basic materials” to run their
civilian businesses.

“Ten large manufacturing com-
panies,”  savs the committee,
“have been handed 40 percent of
the total dollar volume of defensc
vontracts since Korea; fifty com-
panies command almost two-third
of the dollar volume of defensc
contracts. This is a considerably
higher concentration than during
the Second World War, when ten
large manufacturing companies
controlled 30 percent of the war
centract dollay volume and 100
companies two-thirds.”

The discontent of the consumer
eoods interests is further ag-
gravated by the contrast between
the depressed conditions in their
lines and the boom in the pro-
duction of heavy factory equip-
ment, railroad cars, engines, ma-
chine ools, power generators,
hoilers, cte. The Federal Reserve
Board estimates that while ma-
chinery production is 20% over
a ycar ago, output of consumer
durable goods, like refrigerators,
washers, TV-sets, furniture, ete.,
is down by 37%.

An illustration of the glut in
this market is the 37% drop in
department store sales ( in Sep-
tember) as against last years
level while the supply of these
items in the hands of the same
stores was 49% higher (as of
Qctober) than a year ago. The

(Continued on page 2)
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ASBURY PARK, Dec. 9 — The
New Jersey State CIO, meeting
in its 12th constitutional conven-

tion here, today unanimously
adopted a resolution pledging
continued support of James

Kutcher, Newark legless veteran
who was purged from the Vet-
erans Administration because of
his membership in the Socialist
Workers Party, The New Jersey
CIO, which was the first of hun-
dreds of labor organizations to
come to Kutcher’s defense, urged
its affiliates “to extend moral and
financial assistance to help him
win this test case” and thanked
the Kutcher Civil Rights Com-
mittee for “its excellent ‘and
energetic activities” in Kutcher’s
behalf. The full text of the reso-
lution follows:

James Kutcher deserves the
respect and support of every
freedom-loving American, As an
infantryman in World War 11, he
jost both his legs in the battle of
San  Pietro, Ttaly. When he
returned to Newark, he got a
clevical job with the Veterans
Administration, but was dis-
charged from it in 1948 because
of hiz political views and asso-
ciations, although no fault was
found with his work or behavior.

Believing  thal his case in-
volved a fundamental principle
of free speech and civil liberties,
he decided to challenge his
dismissal on the ground that the
organization to which he be-
longed, the Socialist Workers
Party, had been placed on the
Attormey General’s subversive list
without @ hearing, or the right to
defend itself, or even to learn
the specific reasons why il had
been classified as subversive. The
1).S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit recently ruled in
the Remington case that the At-
torney General’s “list is a purely
hearsay declaration by the At-
torney General, . . . It has ne
competency to prove the sub-
versive character of the listed
associations. . . )"

In a forthright manner. and at
great personal sacrifice and
physical strain, James Kutcher
has taken his appeal {0 the Amer-
ican people and the federal
courts. He has denied that either
he or his party are subversive,
and has asked for reinstatement
to his job in order fo clear his
name of the stigma placed on it
and to uphold the finest demo-
cratic principles and practices.
Mis case is now before the U.S.
Court of Appeals in Washington,
where its disposition may serve
to clear up the issue of the con-
stitutionality of the entire loyalty
program.

He 1is being aided by the
Kuteher Civil Rights Commitlee,
a national non-partisan group
which disagrees with his political
views but believes he has the
right to hold them and federal
employment at the same {ime.
This committee includes such dis-
tinguished citizens as Dr. John
Dewey, Carl Holderman, Irving

Abrantson, Mark Sturr and

'Kutcher Merits Support
Of All’-=-New Jersey CIO

Arthur Garfield Hays, and has
ocen endorsed by hundreds of
labor, civie, religious, liberal and
civil liberty organizations repre-
senting millions of Americans.

“FORTHRIGHT MANNER"

Now, therefore be it resolved:

That the New Jersey State C10O
Council, which was the first or-
ganization to come to the defense
of James Kutcher, reaffirms its
support of his fight to obtain
justice from the federal govern-
ment, and urges all its affiliates
to extend moral and financial
assistance to help him with this
test case which is so vital for
the survival of the democratic
guarantees afforded by the Bill
of Rights, and \

That we thank the KXutcher
Civil Rights Commitiee for its
excellent and energetic activities
and pledge it our continued aid
in the camaign to vindicate the
democratic traditions and methods
that are indispensable for the
well-being and progress of the
American people.

last, now include 17,441 dead

is probably about 23,000.

The U.S. News calls this

derous war.

U. S. Korea Casualties at 102,576

The latest Defense Departmenit announcement puts the
total of U.S. casualties in Korea at 102,576. Meanwhile, esti-
mates of total casualties in Korea for all armies involved in
the fighting place the total close to the 2'4 million mark.

LI.S. casuvalty figures, which are 888 higher this week than

reported as missing, it may be expected that approximately
half or slightly under half are in Chinese and Korean prisoner-
of-war camps, if the percentages in other wars hold for this
one, This means that the actual number of U.S, dead in Korea

Estimates of other casualties in Korea place the South
Korean total at 150,000, the other “U.N.” casualties at 6,000,
Chinese and North Korean casualties at 1,505,000, and civilian
casualties at 475,000, for a total of 2,236,000.

wars,"” This war, they say, "has been on a scale that places
Korea among the great military operations of history.” Yet
it is still called a “police action” by the Truman administra-
tion which has no sanction from the people for this mur-

and 11,042 missing. Of those

the “strangest of all strange

U. S. Industrialist
Debunks Tale That
Soviet Seeks War

“T believe the evidence indicates
that Russia will not deliberately
precipitate another world war
within the forseeable future. ...

These are the words of Philip
D. Reed, chairman of the board
of directors, General Electric
Company. They are part of a
speech he made to the First In-
ternational Conference of Manu-
Jacturers at New York, spon-
sored by the National Association
of Manufacturers.

Mr. Reed’s statement is worthy
of notice. Not only because it i
true, but because il is made by
an economic royalist and an un-
compromising foe of communism.
Because it was not made 1o the
“sheep” but to his own kind, who
want to hear the truth not propa-
ganda.

We agree with Mr. Reed. But
his correct statement leads us to
ask a few questions. If it i3 true
that “Russia will not deliberately
precipitate another world war"” —

Why has the U.S. government
sacrificed the lives or limbs of
over 100,000 American soldiers
‘n Korea?

Why is it spending 60 billion
dollars for military purposes?

Why is the school and home-
building program being shelved
to provide funds for a war pro-
gram?

Why are the people suffering
from high prices and taxes which
are a consequence of this pro-
gram?

|dragged from home, school and
jobs into the armed forces?

Why is the U.S. government
rearming Germany under
command of Hitler's former gen-
erals?

Why is it bolstering Dictator
Franco as the price of building
military bases in Spain?

Why is it reconstituting the
Japanese warlords as a military
power?

Why is it supporting the British
and French Empires in Asia, the
Middle East and North Africa?

Is all this meant to restrain
and frighten the Russians from
the thought of war?

Bunk. The kind of bunk Hitler
put out before the last war,

He had to rearm, so he said, in
order to “stop Bolshevism.” That
was also his excuse for invading
country after country.

‘What happened in the end?

Hitler attacked the Soviet
Union!

By Cy Thomas

The hest brains, the greatest
intellects, the most profound
thinkers among the labor lead-
ers, are today puzzling over the
problem: How to restore the
faith of the workers in the Amer-
ican fwo-party system. And if is
not at all surprising that the
most unique contributions to a
solution of the problem should
emanate from that fountainhead
of creative intelligence, the AFL
Executive Committee circle of
political Neanderthalmen.

First, to state the problem. The
political policy of the labor lead-
ers, both AFL and CIO, is to
support “friends” of labor in the
Democratic and Republican vpar-
ties. The workers are repelled by
this policy and express their
disgust by refusing to register
and vote for the candidates
endorsed by the labor statesmen.
They have seen that the so-called
“friends,” when elected, are
hardly distinguishable from en-
emies. So they don't even bother
to vote — and that’s driving the

labor skates frantic.

While the answer of mosl Jubor
leaders is to lecture the workers
en  their duties as  American
citizens, some are probing for
ther means to preserve the
system. The most  “original”
contribution this  week comes
{from the doddering brain of
Daniel J. Tobin, president of the
AFL Teamsters Union and long-
time labor spokesman for the
Democratic party.

Tobin has been rather critical
of the Democratls lately. Not too
critical, of course, but jusl enough
te let it be understood that he
i= not to bhe taken for granted.
In the December issue of the
International Tcamster, for ex-
ample, Tobin discourses on (he
meaning of the recent election,
He concludes that on the whole
the Republicans came out ahead
and if an election were held “to-
day. tomorrow or yesterday,”
they would win. But, bheing a
cautious man, he concedes that
things may change “by the time
election comes around in 1952.”

However, Tobin asserts, “it is
quite doubtful if the machinery

Daniel Tobin in the Lion

of governmenl can bring back
u#ny such thing as the confidence
cf the working masses of the
people, organized and unorganiz-
¢d, in the whole setup of Wash-
ington.” Well then, it seems the
Democrats are out so far as the
workers are concerned. Will they
vote Republican? The answer,
says Tobin, “is that while the
masses of workers will not vote
for the enemies of labor, many
within the Republican party, the
masses of the workers have lost
confidence in the present Wash-
ington machinery.” And so we're
right back where we started from.
Tobin must, perforce, probe a
little deeper. Let's go along for
the ride!

The workers, says Tobin, ask

themselves: “Where are we
going?"™ (That’s a legitimate
question!) “What's become of

the promises made to us by the
party in power?” (That shouldn't
be hard to answer!) “Have they
forsaken the working people of
the nation?” (That one should be
easy!)

“Those questions,” Tobin pru-

’s Den

dently affirms, “are difficult to
answer. As 1 have repeatedly
sard before, for some unaccount-
able reason the toilers have lost
confidence,” Tobin finds the
Loilers very difficult to fathom.
“It could be,” he says, “that the
masses of workers arc wrong"” —
but Tobin would be the Jast man
to come right out and say so. On
the other hand, he concedes, *‘it
could also be that they are right,
und they seemingly demonstrated
their feelings by ‘not voting.'”
Deftly sidestepping any definite
conclusion, Tobin heads for firmer
2round. [ feel safe,” he boldly
proclaims, “in saying that large
numbers of voters, both organized
and unorganized, have a feeling
of something like distrust.” Coul

that “something” be just a sligh

feeling of nausea?

MERELY HUMAN
Tobin agrees that the workers
have many legitimate grievances.
Because they see no solution in
voting for either Democrat or
Republican they don’t vote at all.
(Continued on page 2)

Why are 3,000,000 young people’

the

OPS Pulling
Food Cost Up
Survey Shows

of a seeret survey made by OPS

of food prices throughout the
country. This survey showed that
high though food prices are they
are 5 per cent lower on an aver-
age than OPS ceilings. “High
OPS ceilings are acting as a
magnet in pulling up the cost of
food,” Allen states. He adds that
the secret report is ‘“being close-
ly guarded by OPS officials, Ap-
parently therc is no intention of
disclosing its significant findings
w the press.”

When consumer and union rep-
resentatives, with an inkling of
the report and the “magnet-like”
effect of present price ceilings
on retail food prices, suggested
to an OPS official that the ceil-
ings be de-magnetized, he 1re-
plied: “l should tell you that we
are considering raising ceilings
on & number of items. sold by
chain storés.”

ALL TIME HIGH

Meanwhile food prices have
reached a new all time high in
U.S. history, the latest Bureau
of Labor Statistics showed. The
BLS, which notoriously minimizes
the high cost of living, states that
the price index on Nov, 15 stood
at 231.2. The base figure, 100,
represents the price average for
1935 to 1939. Thus, what consum-
ers bought for $1.00 in 1935-1939,
today costs $2.31. In just the 16
days preceding Nov. 15, prices
for fresh fruits and vegetabies
rose 7.8 per cent, dairy produects
2.2 per cent and lamb 1,1, per
cent.

As if to underscore their motto
—“Onward and Upward”’—thz

Profit-hogs Demand More
As Prices Hit Record Peak

Office of Price Stabilization ceilings are being used
not to hold food prices down but to increase prices even
more. This was revealed by Robert S. Allen, Washington
columnist, in an exclusive report®—

price stabilizers on Dec, 5 author-
ized price increases on hundreds
of consumer items including
meat, dairy products, canned and
frozen fruits and vegetables,
many other processed foods, to=-
bacco, soft drinks, beer, wine,
liquor, drugs, cosmetics, shoes,
wool and cotton yarns and fab-
rics, coal, gasoline, lumber and
lots more.

The next day price increases
on new automobiles were granted.
This makes the third round of
price increases on new cars since
they were *frozen” a year ago.

ANOTHER BOOST COMING

Lest anyone think the Big
Business puppets running price
control are going to take a
breather, it must be reported that
at the moment they are consider-
ing a recommendation from their
Food Industry Advisory Coms
mittee that grocers be author«
ized to increase their margin of
profit from the present 20 per
cent to 22 per cent. If allowed,
this will mean an overall price
inerease on everything on the
grocers’ shelves.

It has become obvious that the
whole mobilization set-up, run by
and for Big Business, has merely
talked about a fictional price con-
trol while it has enforced the
wage freeze. Real wages are fall-
ing lower and lower, While the
labor bureaucrats bemoan this
fact publicly they are parties to
the swindle because they remain
as window dressing for the mob-
wlizanon set-up. ''ms fosters the
illusion in the public mind that
the government is at least mak-
ing an effort to “control” prices,

to a degree never foreseen evan
by the far-seeing war analyst
who wrote it. The Pentagon, try-
ing to make war in Korea, has
found itself moving in a most “re-
sistant medium,” a veritable bog
of muddy difficulties.

The difficulties have become
so great that the Korea war
séems to be coming to a stale-
mate and’ despite all exertions
of the war-dogs to keep it going.

SEA OF TROUBLES

In the one-and-one-half years
of war in Korea, Washington has
swum in a sea of troubles. The
American people have never been
convinced of the justification for
the war, and the latest public
opinion poll shows that 56% of
the American people consider it
“utterly useless.” The many-mil-
lioned population of the Far
East, suspicious of Washington
before the Korea events, have
become convinced foes of the
Pentagon war-planners. U.S. al-
lies in Europe have faced a grow-
ing popular hostility to the Ko-
rean intervention, and for this
and other reasons, have backed
efforts to end the war. And fin-
ally, the U.S. soldiers who are
called upon to fight and die for
Wall Street in Korea, have shown
an increasing resistance,

Truce negotiations initiated by
‘the Kremlin have been going on
for more than five months. The
chief factor which forced U.S.

agreement to cease-fire talks and

KOREA: U.S. IMPERIALISM
IN A SEA OF TROUBLES

By Harry Frankel
“War is movement in a resistant medium,” the Ger-
man military theorist, von Clausewitz, wrote. The truth

of this remark has been confirmed by the experience of
American imperialism in Korea®—

which has dominated them ever
since is the fact that, increasing-
ly isolated in a hostile world, U.S.
imperialism is no longer its own
master. It must calculate the ef-
fect of its every move, and this
limits its moves drastically.

CASUALTY FIGURES

Despite all difficulties, the U.S.
has tried to continue the war,
Large-scale battle action, initi-
ated primarily by U.S, brass hats,
has been greater since the truce
talks started than before. U.S.
casualty figures during the first
year of the war, averaged about
1350 a week, but in the five
months of the Kaesong and Pann-
munjom talks, they have gone up
to almost 1500 per week average.

The U.S. imperialists have
clung to the war in Korea, dee
spite the many difficulties in-
volved in carrying it on, because
it plays a very important role
in U.S. foreign and domestic
policy.

At the start of the truce talks
last July, Washington flatly re-
fused to discuss any Far East~
ern issues, stating that it would
talk only after the fighting was
brought to a halt. Issues such ag
a4 settlement of the Formosa
question, the admission of the
New China intoe the U.N., and
the arrangement of future af-
fairs in Korea itself were among
those ‘ruled out.

It must be recalled that Washe

(Continued on page 4)
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THE TRAGIC STORY

For the past two weeks this space has been
devoted to report and comment on the continuing
misfortunes of the Stalinists in the trade unions.
The right-wihg bureaucrats haven’t been doing
80 well in the protection of the workers against
the twin scourges of speed-up and inflation, But
in the internal fight against the vemnanls of
Stalinist influence and control they are still
shooting fish in a barrel.

The patriotic labor skates have all the advan-
tages in an unequal struggle, They enjoy the solid
backing of the government and are also supported
by all the monopolized agencies for the manufac-
ture of public opinion. The general atmosphere of
reaetion favors them. And they have been aided
in no small degree by the witch-hunt and the
brutal persecution of the Communist Party lead-
ers, which the CIO convention formally — but
only formally — decried. For the moment, at
least, the right-wing, pro-government faction of
Murray and Reuther are the victors. Moreover,
they continue to gain, directly or indirectly, from
new betrayals and defections which affliet the
Stalinists, even in their “independent” unions.
like active hemophilia.

Sympathy for Vietims

If one ecan contemplate the trade union trou-
bles of the Stalinist fakers with equanimity it is
not because of indifference to-the present trend
of events. The over-all result is the consolidation
of a conservative, pro-government bureaucracy
which smothers the militaney of the unions cre-
ated in struggle and harnesses them to the im-
perialist war machine. Revolutionary militants
ave bound to struggle against this course. It
Swould be a fatal error, however, to identify this
stiuggle with the Stalinists and to regard them
as its banner-bearers. The Stalinists are losing
positions they never earned and never used to
good purpose. Why shed tears for them? Sym-
pathy should be reserved for their vietims.

The chief victim of Stalinism in this country
was the magnificent ‘left-wing movement which
rose up on the yeast of the economic crisis in
the early 30's and eventually took form in the
CIO through a series of veritable labor uprisings.
Such a movement, instinetively aimed against
American capitalism, was bound to find a politi-
cal leadership. Conditioned by their frightful
experiences, the workers in the vanguard of the
great mass movement were ready for the most
radical solutions. The Stalinists, who appeared
to represent the Russian revolution and the So-
viet Union, almost antomatically gained the dom-
inating position in the movement; while thou-
sands of young militants — not the worst but in
many cases the very best — were recruited into
the Communist Party.

The story of what happened to these young
militants; what was done to them, how their
faith was abused and their confidence betrayed
by the cynical American agents of the Kremlin
gang — that is just about the most tragic story
in the long history of the American labor move-
ment. The promising young movement was mani-
pulated, twisted and distorted to serve the cur-
rent aims of Russian foreign policy. The young
militants seeking education from the Communist
Party were dosed with demagogy and double
talk, They were tanght that bureaucratic tricks
and manipulations and horse-trades with career-
ist labor officials were more important than the
politics of the class struggle.

The best young militants with independent
minds, who wanted to think and Jearn and act
consistently according to principle, were ruthless-

Iy expelled, Others were cowed into silence and
acquiescence, befuddled into the sadly mistaken
belief that by all the lies and treachery they
were someliow or other serving a good cause.

Demoralized Left Wing

By their whole policy and conduct; by their
unprincipled opportunism, their unscrupulous
demagogy, systematic lying and calculated treach-
ery — the Stalinists demoralized the left-wing
labor movement. They squandered its militancy
and robbed it of the moral resources to resist
the reactionary witch-hunt instituted in the un
ions with the beginning of the “cold war.,” Mur-
ray and Reuther only appear to be the conquer-
ors of the left-wing workers. It was really the
Stalinists who beat them.

Losses and defeats can’t be avoided in times
of reaction, when the relationship of forces is
unfavorable, This is true in all stages and phases
of the class struggle, from trade union activity
to revolution. But there are defeals and defeats
Those which come in battle under honest lead-
ership leave a tradition upon which the move-
ment lives and later rises to victory. Other de-
feats which derive from cowardice and treachery
bring demoralization and yield no moral capital
for the future. Such is the defeat engineered by
the Stalinists in the preésent inlernal struggle
in the trade unions.

The great majority of the young militants at-
tracted to the Communist Party in the past 20
yvears have fallen away in disillusionment and
disgust. A very large percentage of those who
remained in the party have been hopelessly mis-
educated and corrupted. But for all that, some
of the present members of the Communist Party
no doubt retain their revolutionary aspirations
and faith. We encounter such individuals quite
often and we sympathize with them, and try to
find a basis for cooperation. We don’t blame
them for all the crimes of the Communist Party
leadership. They are the fall guys in a stupend-
ous frame-up and confidence game. Any time
they take a single step toward a break with per-
fidious Stalinism, toward the politics of the
class struggle, they will find us ready to help,
to discuss the great questions of principle, and
to cooperate in the struggle against American
capitalism,

Some material for an honest revolutionary par-
ty will yet be salvaged out of the mass of people
attracted to the Communist Party in the past
and miseducated by it. But on this score one
should have no illusions. The main mass of Amer-
ican militant workers poisoned by Stalinism are
a used-up generation, morally spent, It is tragic,
for they were good material, the kind of mate-
rial out of which a revolutionary party can be
made; but it ean’t be helped.

The New Generation

American labor radicalism has a great future,
and its next upsurge very probably will not be
long delayed. We should make no mistake as to
where the troops are coming from. The next drive
will be spear-headed by the young militants of
the new generation who are soon to enter the
arena with all the courage and ardor of the gen-
cration of the 30's; and very likely in even more
imposing numbers. They will avoid the fate of
the preceding generation if those who have learn-
ed from the tragic experiences do their duty. The
first element of that duty is to innoculate the
new generation of militants against the deadly
virus of Stalinism.

— J.P.C.

Tobin in the Lion’s Den

(Continued from page 1)

“Of course,” Tobin patiently ex-
plains, “‘that’s the wrong attitude
to take; but after all, the men and
women are human. . ) Now
that’s a princely concession —
even for so greathearted an
altruist as Daniel Tobin! And
being “human’ he adds, *“all the
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nreaching of the politicians does
not conyinee them.” So we finally
arrive at the following conclu-
sicn: The workers won’t vote
Democerat. They won’t vote Re-
publican. In fact, they won't vote
at all! What then? What is the
answer?

TOBIN'S ANSWER

“My answer,” says Tobin, “is
this: Large corporations and in-
dustrialists should endeavor to
see the points of labor and work
with labor to defeat Communism,
which is increasing in every
corner of the world, including our
own country.” (If anyone got the
[impression  that Tobin  was
|“seemingly” a timid man, jusl
watch him go into action now!)

“Secondly, I ‘suggest that
corporations should be satisfied
with reasonable profits based on
original investment. Corporations
should set aside reasonable
reserve funds, but not billions in
reserves for the purpose not only

of cheating the laborer but also
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cheating  the Government of
taxes,” (IHe's just warming up!)

“Thirdly, corporations must
begin to realize thal the greatest
enemy today to the world and
numan civilization is Communism
and that the first class to be
destroyed by Communism is
capitalism, whether it is honest
or dishonest capitalism.” (One can
readily see that Tobin is not the
man to be pulling any punches.)

“My last suggestion,” and here
like a demented Daniel run
amuck, Tobin beards the capital-
ist lion: “Wake up,” he roars,
“to your surrounding as of to-
day. Tomorrow may be too late,
Your heads will be the first ones
on the block when the time comes.
It happened that way in Russia.
It happened that way in Ger-
many. It happened that way in
Austria. It can happen here.
Keep it from happening here by
Lelping labor to fight Commun-
ism; don’t spend all your time
and energy fighting labor.”
(Curtain.)

I know it isn’t cricket, especially
after such a sterling performance,
but please, Mr. Tobin, what
should be done to arouse the
workers out of their lethargy be-
fore the next election? Oh  yes!
The answer is given in the title of
Daniel Tobin’s editorial: “Em-
ployers Must Awaken.”

e

CLARK

See editorial on Page 3.

Top Trumanites Implicated

In addition to attacking civil liberties, preparing for war
and figuring out ways of making the people pay for it, top offi-
cials in the Truman administralion have found time to feather
their own nest, as the tax scandal revelations about Supreme
Court Justice Clark and Attorney General McGrath have shown.

By Reba Aubrey
Fund Campaign Manager

Payments to the $18,000 Organ-
ization and Press Fund slumped
this week. The weekly total was
$730 — less than half of jast
week's payments, The scoreboard,
compiled on the basis of rveceipts
through Dec. 10, shows $7,736 or
137 of the national quota assign-
ed for the 3-month campaign, We

McGRATH

are 1977 behind schedule, which
isn't good.

Only five branches are on
schedule with 62%, or better.

Those below 629 have only five
weeks in which to cateh up and
complete their quotas 100% by
the campaign deadline — Jan. 15,

Newark branch continues in the
lead  with  79%, followed by

Akron with 76%.

By a Special Correspondent

(This is the last in a series of
three letters from a special
Japanese correspondent, describ-
ing the present political situation
in Japan and presenting his
criticism of the Stalinist program
for Japan. — Ed.)

TOKYQO — Last year the Com-
raunist Party of Japan was almost
split into two factions. The so-
called “‘internationdlist faction”
under Yoshio Shiga, one of the
three top Stalinist leaders, tried
to criticize Tokuda and Nosaka,
the other two party bosses, who
are still underground. At first the
Shiga faction showed a tendency
to emphasize the leading role of
the proletariat in the united
struggle with the peasants and
middle elass masses.

But as a result of pressure
from Moscow and Peiping, the
internationalist faction has been
aimost  completely  liquidated.
Shiga made a ‘self -criticism”
long ago and stopped his fight.

THE CP PROGRAM

The CP adopted new theses at
a seeret conference last August.
This is the line it took:

1. What now completely dom-
inates Japan is the American
occupation system, which has be-
come, permanent. The Yoshida
government is the political and
moral support for this occupa-
tion.

9

2. American imperialist policy
is to completely destroy Japanese
mmdustries, bankrupt the Japanese
industrialists, secure forced labor
for its war mpreparations, and
deprive Japan of her last
possibility to live by her for-
eign trade.

3. “Into the national united
front which fights for a national-
liberation democratic government,
there is the possibility 1o mobilize
rot only workers and peasants,
but also petty manufacturers and
merchants, and even a broad
circle of industrialists.” “It is
necessary to make the working
class understand that theyv must
pull these shokun (a very friendly
way of saying these peonle)
boldly into the united front.”

4. “The anti-national reac-
tionary forces of Japan are Tenno
(Hirohito — Ed.), former reuc-
tionary militarists, privileged bur-
eauderats, parasitic landlords and
monopolistic capitalists.”

5. “At present the Japanese
peasants have only very small
Iots of lands because the best
lands are owned by parasitic land-
Jords and other big landowners.
For the peasants to possess suf-
ficient lands, it is enough to con-
fiscate lands from the parasitic
iandlords and other big landown-
ers and give them to the peas-
ants. This measure alone would
make it possible for the peas-
ants to own enough lands; what
is more, there would remain
1eserve lands too.”

But the present situation is
ouite different from the way the
Stalinists deplct it.
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What rules Japan today directly
is Japanese capitalism, headed hy
the monopolists. They are sub-
ordinated to American capital-
ism, but are accepted and sup-
ported by the latter. Because of
their ecconomic dependence on
U.S.  capitalism and various
restrictions created by the Peace
Treaty and the, Security Pact,
the monopaly capitalists of Janan
will be forced to intensify their
e¢xploitation of workers, peasants
and the middle classes. The
Yoshida government is not only
a tool of U.S. imperialism but
also of this increasingly wmore
savage exploitation.

The Stalinists declare that the
Japanese workers’ political strug-
gle is not a class struggle but a
national struggle. According to
them, we are not going to have
a proletarian revolution but a na-
tional liberation revolution. In

accordance with this position,
they have dropped from their
program all socialistic demands
— such as nationalization of the
Lanks, principal industries and
Jand.

U.S. AIMS

It is false to say that U.S. im-
perialism is determined to destroy
the Japanese industries and bank-
1upt the capitalist property own-
ers. U.S. imperialism wants to
cexploit and utilize them, but to
do so, they must strengthen them,

operate. The help they extend
will of course mean u further
dependence on U.S. imperialism,
which will drive the Japanese to
intensify exploitation at home,
leading to intensification of the
class struggle, which must in-
evitably assume a political and
international character,

It is also wrong to place
parasitic landlords on the same
level as the monopoly capitalists,
As a result of the land reform
carried out by the U.S. occupa-
tion force through the Japanese
government, purely parasitic
landlords have been liquidated so
far as arable lands ave goncerned.
Pure farm lenants also were

support them and help them to ]

The New Stalinist Policy
For Japan--An Appraisal

liquidated. Those who actually
cultivate the lands were allowed
to keep them, up to a definite size.
All the remaining lands were
given to farm tenants and poor
peasants at relatively low prices
to be paid during a long period.
There are still rich farmers and
very poor farmers, but there are
no purely parasitic landlords,

Even with this division of land
by the reform, the poor peasanls,
because of a lack of funds, are
finding it quite difficult to hold
onto their newly possesed land.
The reform did pacify the land
hunger of the peasants tem-
porarily, but the increasing hard-
ship of these farmers is demon-
strating that the agrarian prob-
lems cannof be solved by merely
dividing the land into tiny lots.
It is pure nonsense to talk about
the possibility of reserve lands!

TPurthermore, it is misleading
to talk about Tenno and the
former militarists as if they were
! dominant forces like the monopoly
capitalists and independent of
them. The former militarists are
aiming at a comeback, but at
present they are powerless. Their
comeback will be as a tool of the
monopolists, and they, will be
dependent on them.

same picture is to be seen in cot-
ton, wool and rayon cloth as
well as in the men’s suits fields.

In addition, inflation js fur-
ther restricting a domestic mar-
ket already too small for Amer-
ica's huge productive capacity.
The effects, for example, are
striking in the food distribut-
ing industries. A Wall Street
Journal survey of 89 firms shows
that net profils for the first
half of this year avere 2.4 cents
on a dollar of sales as compared
with 4.6 cents in 1939. “Our ail-
ments,” said a General Foods
spokesman, “in the order of their
severity are: Competition, com-
modity costs, taxes, price controls
and labor costs. The boys who
turn out the war goods don’t
have competition, .. ."”

BITTER AND VOCAL

All of these gentlemen, as ecan

be seen, are very bitter and some
very vocal. Even the Wall Street
Journal gives certain expression
to their complaints, But the logic
of capitalist development and
concentration is inexorable, mer-
ciless. The small producer is
ousted by the monopoly. The soft
goods producers are crowded into
a corner by the heavy industries.
And the entire process is speed-
ed up by the war economy which
puts government sanction, money
and controls on the side of the
biggest of ‘“Big Business” and
“Big Finance.” Even now they are
demanding that the “butter” be
eliminated from the *“guns and
butter” program.
In the capitaligpt jungle, it is
economic power, fiot votes or sen-
timent, that decides. That's why
the position of the small and
consumer goods capitalists — in
economic questions as in politics,
in the allocation of raw mate-
rials and profits as on the war
question—is a hopeless one.

THE OTHER SIDE

The other side of the dissension
arises from the fears aroused in
important capitalist groups by
the consequences of the arms pro-
gram in Europe. They are voiced
almost daily in editorials in the
Wall Street Journal. They were
most  trenchantly put in a
“Bevan”-like speech of Philip
Reed, Chairman of General Elee-

(Continued from page 1)

THE “GREAT DEBATE”
IS STARTING UP AGAIN

Chicago’s $43 pavment keeps
this determined branch in third
place with 66 of its $1,000

quota fulfilled.

With a $45.50 pavment from
St. Paul and a $19 payment from
Minneapolis, the Twin Cities
pushed nto fourth place with
657, of their $1,000 quota.

“We were put on the spot,”
writes Comrade GGenora for Flint,
“when you published our promise
in The Militant. It produced
results and  heve's 851  which
should bring us up on schedule.”
With this payment, plus $16
received carlier in the week, Flint
branch bolted from ninth to fifth
place and is ahead of schedule
with 63%.

Cleveland branch gained a lot
of ground with an $83 payment.
“This should put us a little
closer to the ‘on time' bracket,”
writes Comrade Almeda. Another
such spurt and Clevelund will be

Fund Drive Lag Must Be
Made Up in Next Month

Milwaukee made a $35 gain,
hitting 5990 of ivs quota. G. Hol-
ley says, “We'll keep rolling

e

along!

Connecticut added $12 to its
200re.,

“Thank goodness,” shouts Alma
Seton for the Philadelphia com-
rades, “we've beginning to pull
out of the financial hole someé-
what this month.” In addition to
a Sustiaining Fund and dues pay-
ment, Comrade Seton forwarded

8§83 on their fund quota. “We
ought o look slightly more
respectable on that scoreboard

now. I wish, though, that we were
right on schedule, or even ahead,”
she adds,

New York took a $342 leap
cloger to its $5,000 quota.

A check for $75H increased San
Francisco’s percentage to 20.

Oakland pulled itself outl of the
zero column and hit 14% of its

en schedule.

$150 quota.

$18,000 FUND

Branch
Newark
Akron
Chicago

St. Paul-Minneapolis
Flint
Pittsburgh
Cleveland
Milwaukee
Connecticul
St. Louis
Los Angeles
Philadelphia
Toledo
Buffala
Detroit
New York
Seattle
Youngstown
Boston

San Franeisco
Oukland
Allentown
General

Total through Dee. 10

Quota Paid Percent
g 500 $ 393 79
150 114 76
1,000 657 66
1,000 646 65
350 219 63
50 30 60
300 177 59
250 147 59
% 42 56
100 50 Ho
2,600 1,238 47
400 182 46
50 20 40
1,000 K3 38
1,500 572 28
5,000 1,702 34
400 137 34
350 120 34
550 147 27
1,000 195 20
150 21 14
5 0 0
1,150 nh0 48
$18,000 $7,736 43

Renewal work on Militant cam-
paign subscriptions Lok a . step
forward this week with 50
renewals coming in
from Newark,
Seattle, Minneapolis,
New York and St.
Paul. Seattered subs
from Los Angcles,
Chaleago, Boston and
Detroit, indicate the

“1 believe," he =aid, “the pro-

peak or bulge taken off and
spread over iwo to four addition-
al years. . .

billions of dollars in 1953 to be-
tween 50 and 55
Corresponding  rephasing

programs of the other
countries, If the NATO countries
undertake to meet the defense
program as recently formulated
and scheduled serious economic
and political disturbances will re-
sult.,”

NOTHING DRASTIC

against the Soviet Union post-
poned at least 24 months. This
has already been partially done

back the date for completion of
the Atlantic Army from 1953 to
1954, The acceptance of his pro-
posal could conceivably lead to
some understanding with the
Kremlin to lessen international
tensions for a period of time.
But nothing more drastic than
that.

On the other hand, Reed’s pro-
posals, if accepted could lead to
| a rationalization of the arms pro-
gram and thus speed the drive
to war. A decision to “freeze”
models for wmilitary equipment—
now under discussion in Wash-
ington—and start them in mass
production would eliminate much
of the present waste and ex-
penditure. More rigid controls

tend to ease some of the short-
ages in raw malerials and so
mitigate some of the worst ef-
feets of the inflation in western
Europe.

Which way the decision will
go is not yet clear—except that

overall strategy for war. But
what is clear is that the present
divisions and confusion in our
money-mad oligarchy provides a’
remarkable opportunity for the
powerful labor movement to set
all the “debaters” flying and to
turn the helm of America to a
course of peace and world co-
operation,/—-which can only mean
socialism.

tric before a NAM conference.

gram ~should be re-phased, the

. This would mean
reducing the projected peak ex-
penditure rate from &5 or more

billions. . . . 298
_[romments on the high percentage

should likewise be effected in the |
NATO

by Eisenhower’s decision to set

over U.S, civilian economy would |

there will be no change in the|

beginning of work in
those branches; and
a final batch of subs
from Flint raises
their announced
lm‘tul of 57 to G4.

Flint Literature Agent Fred
Perry reports a very good
response to The Militant among
recently visited subseribers and

of renewals among them. “Our
subseribers are much more con-
scions today,” he writes, “and
have a good deal more political
understanding, I feel that we
may well set our goal at doubl-
ing our present subscription list
in our campaign this spring.”
Literature Agent  Winifred
writes, “We hayve started our

Reed is proposing that the call-back work on the campaign
arms program be slowed down [€ubs here in St. Paul, and our
and the target weay for war |Arst results are very encourag-

ing. Most of our subscribers so
Zar have renewed their subs. Of
course many others who asked
us to come back on payday or
ofter Christmas will be visited
again. Milt, Eva, Winifred, Paul,
Bill K. and Bill B. participated
in the work. In addition to the
regular renewals we sold four
copies of ‘The Road to Peacc'

vamphlet, and seven Jlocal de-
liveries on a six-weeks basis.
After the holiday we expect to
do much better.”

Additional subs from New York
this weck make a total of 32 so
far. Literature Agent George
Rock reports a good response on
the part of those visited. Johnny
made a1 good sale at a World
Youth Testival Meeling, of nine
Militants and two copies of “The
Road to Peace!” Johnny says,
“The attitude of the Stalinists
has changed in that they are
diseussing with us now. They
admit that not defending the 18
‘I'rotskyist leaders indicted under
the Smith Act was a mistake,
The youth especially want to
discuss «ur position that only
world socialism will bring peace
apainst the idea of ‘peaceful co-
existence’ of the Soviet Union
and world capitalism.”

Helen S. sends in the following
report for Minneapolis, ‘“New
subs are always most gratifying,
aren’t they? And they are easy
to get! While selling The Mili-
tant on the campus last Friday,
Wally simply asked an interested
student, ‘Why don’t you take a
sub?” His dollar is enclosed!
Again, while out getting renewals,
I spoke to a new resident in the
neighborhood and by saving a
few words about the headlines
in The Militant got a mew sub.
Mary, Chester, Prentice and
Harry were also out for renewals,
In addition to the subs we sold
two copies of ‘The Road to

Peace.” "
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Editor, Fourth International
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The Washington Cesspool

Seratch a high official in Washington, and nine times
out of ten you'll find either a crook or a man who appointed
erooks and shielded them as long as he could, which is not
substantially different from being a crook himself. Scratch
a crook or his protector in Washington, and ten times out
of ten you'll find a witch hunter, a “loyalty” purger, a foe
of free speech, a persecutor of people who dare to express
independent political opinions. '

Theron L. Caudle's claim to fame does not rest solely
on his assiduous and successful efforts to feather his own
nest and that of rich tax swindlers. It rests also on his
record, as a high official in the Department of Justice,
in sending to prison a number of victims of the admin-

istration’s thought control program (Dennis, Marzani,
Christoffel). s
Witch hunter and pal of swindlers — they are the

game man. The taker of bribes turns out to be the one
who tries to take away our democratic rights under cover
of protecting the country from “subversion.” One hand
pbckets graft while the other shoves people behind bars
for the “erime” of voicing criticism of profiteers and
warmongers. Could there be a more perfect symbol of
present day capitalism, its politics, its administration and
its morals?

Caudle had to go — he made the mistake of getting
caught, like his Republican counterpart, ex-Congressman
J. Parnell Thomas, head of the House Un-American Com-
mittee which used to spearhead the witch hunt until the
White House stole its thunder. But Caudle’s departure
changes nothing.

Supreme Court Justice Tom C. Clark and Attorney
General J. Howard McGrath are like Caudle in more ways
than one. Clark appointed Caudle in the first place and
shared with him the favors of tax-evading profiteers while
MeGrath pretended ignorance about the.sink of corrup-
tion in the Department of Justice and approved Caudle’s
acceptance of a “‘commission” from his crooked friends.
Both Clark and McGrath have excelled at initiating, im-
plementing and enforcing the worst depradations against
civil liberties in the history of the U.S. And President
Truman rewarded Clark for his diligence in undermining
freedom of speech by appointing him to the Supreme
Court.

Swindlers and extorters have always thrived under
capitalism. They are bound to inerease in numbers and
influence in times like these when the government itseif
has become one big racket — squeezing billions through
taxes and high prices out of the hides of the workers for
war preparations designed to further enrich the ruling
class by bringing the resources ol the whole world under
its control, and trying to gag and intimidate the Amer-
ican people so that they won't be able to offer any re-
sistance to this program.

CIO and the Witchhunt

The Pennsylvania Senate has passed a bill requiring
that every public worker, officeholder or political candi-
date sign a “loyalty” oath, and the House of Representa-
tives in Pennsylvania is preparing to act on it. This action
closely follows the enactment of a witch-hunt measure by
the state legislature outlawing the Communist Party..

Pennsylvania is one of the strongholds of CIO union-
ism. Specifically, it is the area where Philip Murray’s
own union, the United Steeiworkers of America, has its
greatest strength and largest districts.

The CIl0, at its recent convention in New York, voted
a strong resolution condemning just such laws as the
one now under consideration in the Pennsylvania legisla-
ture. The CIO Convention came out strongly against the
Smith Gag Act, and asked for revision of all existing laws
which infringe on civil liberties by curbing rights of free
opinion and speech.

Presumably, the CIO, in one of its strongholds, should
take the lead in arousing the labor movement against such
measures. Yet, with its whole great political and propa-
ganda machinery at its disposal, the Pennsylvania CIO
did nothing to fight this bill. Not a word, not a syllable,
not a whisper. The CIO in Massachusetts acted the same
way, when a similar law was passed in that state.

The Pennsylvania gag act hits directly at the civil
rights of all Pennsylvania workers, not merely at the Com-
munist Party. The law specifically destroys fair judicial
procedures, putting the burden of proof upon the accused
person, and shielding the accuser from the need to prove
his case, or even from the need to confront the person he
is accusing. The innocent must prove his innocence in a
biased court, and he must prove it without even knowing
the specific charges against him.

The Pennsylvania coal and steel bosses have used such
legislation against the labor movement in the past, and
they will do it again. It is very significant that the bill is
proposed and rushed through on the eve of a possihle steel
strike and, later on, a possible coal strike.

Thus the silence of the CIO helps the police-state re-
actionaries. It helps them to pass a law which can, and
probably will in the future, be used against the labor
movement,

The silence of the CIO is even more criminal in view
of the fact that the proposed law is so ominous that a
great deal of opposition has been organized against it.
The American Civil Liberties Union, the Pittsburg Post-
Gazette, the Philadelphia Inquirer have all come out
against the measure, and a large delegation has gone to
Harrisburg to protest against it.

Where is the CIO in all this? Was its Convention reso-
lution nothing but a paper gesture? The facts seem to
indicate that such is the case. Union members who take
CIO resolutions seriously and who take the threat-to civil
liberties seriously, can not remain quiet in the face of
these events. They must demand that the CIO, in Penn-
sylvania and elsewhere, take a strong stand against the
witch-hunters and back that stand up with action.

lreal threat of kidnappings and

Page Thres

By Paul G. Stevens

Aneurin Bevan's program, as
outlined in the pamphlet “One
Way Only,” {urns out to be far
less radical upon closer ‘examina-
tion than his bold break with
the British Labor Party leader-
ship last April appeared to in-

the war alliance with American
capitalism be ended. He only
wants to “restrain the Ameri-
cans” in their “unabated” war
drive. He does not propose
neutrality with regard to the
USSR, much less closer relations
with the Russians. He merely
wants serious joint British-Amer-
ican negotiations for a “settle-
ment with Russia in the next two
vears.,” Up to this point, there is/|
liftle to differentiate this pro-
gram from that of the old Attlee
leadership, or even from Church-
il"s views. Why, then, to the
British workers, who are, as
American correspondents have
universally observed, dead set
against the partnership with
American capitalism and less than
hostile to the Soviet Union, turn
tv Bevan for leadership?

FFAITH IN BEVAN

The British workers vest their
hopes in Avneurin Bevan because,
aside from the socialist interna-
tionalism of the Ilanguage in
which his program is presented
renerally, he offers a number of
practical measures which are in-
compatible with continued sub-
servience to American capitalism
and its demands. In addition to
the two points mentioned, Bevan
proposes:

1. The reduction of military
rearmament and its subordination
to a World Plan for Mutual Aid,
hy agreement with the Americans
if possible, but by Britain alone
if necessary. He explains this
proposal as more effective than
present British and Western
policy and designed “to assist
those revolutions (in Asia and
clsewhere) by economic and
technical aid, instead of col-
laborating with counter revolu-
tionary forces in order to sup-
press them and so driving them
into the arms of Soviet Russia.”
“The degree of rearma-
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dicate. He does not propose that

sians from military adventures
should be financed not by infla-
tion but under a system of So-
cialist controls designed to steady
the cost of living, maintain social
services and prevent excessive
profits and luxury spending.” Ile
showed what he meant by thig
ond that he is not just mouthing
phrases, when he resigned from
‘he Attlee government over the
annual budget that provided for
cuts in the Health Scheme.

3. “It is not only possible, but
both desirable and necessary, to
embark upon a fresh series of
measures designed to carry us
jorward towards the establish-
ment of a Socialist society in
Britain.” Among these measures
are the nationalization of the
sugar, cement and chemicals in-
dustries in addition to those na-
tionalized by the Attlee govern-
ment; “more industrial demo-
cracy; more efficiency and social

Correction

The Militant of Dec. 10,
1951, carried an article on page
1 entitled “One Fifth of the
Nation Gets Only 3% of In-
come,” by Harry Frankel. This

responsibility in the nationalized
industries”; nationalization of
food-producing land {*which is not
fully used,” of some ‘mineral
workings,” of meat wholesaling,
ete.

In short, these practical meas-
ures may be summed up as fol-
lows: No retreat from the gains
made by Labor up to the present
on the contrary, an increase in
the pace of nationalization with
greater workers' control of in-
dustry (Yindustrial democra-
¢y"); more than that — an ex-
tension of these national advances
beyond the borders of Britain
within a World Plan of Mutual
Aid.

WANTS ACTION

Bevan disavows originality for
this line of policy — in fact, “One
Way Only” even denies that it is
a program counfer to that of the

leadership and eclaims to be
merely a contribution to the dis-
cussion — and points to past

conference decisions to show that
it has long been on the Labor
Party books. He only proposes
that the party act on it. That is
just what the workers want.

article contained an erroneous ||
statement, caused by incorrect |
reporting of the figures in one ||
of the daily papers, The false
statement read: “The middle
fifth (of the population) which
in 1910 got 15% of the nation-
al income and in 1937 was still ||
getting 15.7% has dropped |,
sharply to 9% in 1950. The
fourth fifth, next to the hotl-
tom, has shown an increase in
its relative prosperity, rising
from about 12% 40 years ago
to 17% today.”

Actually, the middle fifth of
the population has had a slight
rise in its share of the na-
tional income, from 15.7% in
1937 to 17% in 1950, The
fourth fifth has suffered a de-
¢line, falling from about 127
40 years ago to 9% today.
Thus the point made by the
article, the relative decline of
the poorest part of the popula-
tion, is reinforced by the cor-
rected figures.

ment necessary to deter the Rus-

them,

Can such a practical line of
action be undertaken within the
framework of the present alliance
with the TSA, as Bevan sug-
gests? Can Bevan persuade the
American capitalists that this is
the “one way only” which they
too must support? The British
workers must be highly skeptical
cbout this after noting the treat-
ment given by Washington to the
much more wmoderate Attlee
leadership. They may consider
“Nye's” views in this regard as a
smart 01 & necessary maneuver
—either to prevent a drastic shut-
down of the dollar credits which
have been necessary to the British
ceconomy since World War II, or
to prevent a shamp split within
the Labor party structure. But it
is certain that their class in-
stinets will not dispose them in
favor of a partnership with Wall
Street when it is put forward by
“Nve” Bevan any more than
when it was by Clem Attlee. They
don’t expect capitalists, American

By Fred Arens

The bipartisan servants of
America’s Sixty Families, in
their drive to gear this country
{o a war economy, are attempting
fo undermine the labor move-
ment, terrorize the Negro people
and stifle all opposition fo their
policies. The Taft - Hartley law,
the Smith and McCarran acts and
the callousness of the govern-
ment toward Jim Crow violence
are milestones on the road to-
wards a police state.

A hundred years ago, the gov-
ernment wag also engaged in a

witecin-hunt directed against op-
ponents of its  pro-slavery
policies,

FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

As a result of the compromise
of 1850, the North consented to
the enactment of a new Fugitive
Slave law. It was caleulated to
terrorize both Negroes and those
who fought with them against
slavery.

The law provided for the
ceizure of any alleged fugitives;
their capture was to be enforced
by federal -appointed commis-
sioners; in case of escape, the
commissioner could be prosecut-
ed; free citizens were compelled
to help the slave-catcher; fugi-
tives could not get a ftrial by
jury, testify or summon wit-
nesses; persons aiding them could
be fined $1,000 and jailed for six
months; commissioners received
$10 for a conviction and $5 for
an acquittal.

The new law created panic
among the fugitive slaves in the
North, as well as among the free
Negroes who recognized the very

frameups by so-called masters
eager to make some easy money.

The organized opposition to
slavery centered about the Aboli-
tionist movement. The tremendous
influx of escaped Negroes who
organized and largely ran the
Underground Railroad pushed this
movement into vigorous activity
and great militaney. ,

When the new bill was signed,
the Northern ruling elass stepped
up its persecution of the opposi-
tion. Jts adherents were labelled
radicals, traitors and sedition-
ists. Respectable political and
religious leaders tried to sell this
law to the people.

But many refused to be in-
timidated. Negroes and whites
began to form defense groups.
Many whites who previously had
been influenced by the anti-
Negro agitation now became part

ted the new law threatened not
only Negroes but also white
workers and that a genuine
struggzle for freedom must be
prineipled and indivisible. TIn
fact, the new act did not use the
word “Negro.” [t simply referred
to persons who had escaped from
their ‘“‘masters” and could be
easily used against while ap-
prentices and contract - workers
should they rebel against their
miserable working conditions. A
widespread  alliance, led by
Frederick Douglass, Wendell
Phillips, William Parker, Thad-
dens Stevens and other militants,
came into being.

It set up Vigilance Committees
in many areas; these committees
were extremely well-planned and
could start action al a momenl’s
notice. In addition, the movement
stimulated and organized mass
protest meetings throughout the
North. It thus succeeded in
arousing considerahle sections of
the population.

The slave-owners were set on
enforeing the law, and their
Northern allies were ready to do
their share in carrying out the
deal. The viciousness of this
gang, as well as the militant
resistance to the enforcement of
the Tugitive Slave law, were
demonstrated in September 1851,

when the so-called Christiana |
riot took place.
Here is what happened: A

group of Baltimore slave-owners,
headed by Edward Gorsuch, set
out for Lancaster County, Pa.,
in order to ecapture several
fugitive slaves. They were armed
with warrants issued by a U.S.
Commissioner.

The Vigilance Committee was
se well organized and had so
many sympathizers that it ob-
tained advance information of the
posse’s arrival and alerted the
neighborhood. As z result of this
warning a defense guard was
formed at the house of William
Parker, a free Negro and chief
militant in the district.

As soon as the slave-owners
attempted to break into the house,
&« horn was blown from a
window. Upon this wnrearranged
signal a large number of people
¢athered on the spot. The Mar-
¢hal had threatened to burn the
house but retreated when he saw
the erowd. Two white Quakers,
Castner Hanaway and Elijah
Lewis, were then ordered to help

the posse. When they flatly
refused, Gorsuch fired at a

Negro. The defenders promptly
returned the fire, attacked the

How Treason Frame-up
Failed 100 Years Ago

to get hielp from the neighborhood
failed. Parker himself extended
medical eare to Gorsuch’s son who
had been wounded during the
struggle.

Subsequently, the Distriet At-
torney arrived with 45 TU.S.
Marines, 40 policemen and a large
number of “special constables.”
They ransacked homes, muade
many arbitrary arrests and
ecaused untold distress and terror,
A group of wealthy capitalists
asked the Governor to take strong
measures against the resistance
movement, The government fi-
nally indicted a large number of
prisoners on charges of “treason”
and “levying war" against the
United States.

That the Northern henchmen of
slavery wanted to terrorize all op-
position is clear from the judge’s
charge: “. . . it is not necessary
to prove that the individual ac-
cused was a dirvect, personal
actor . .. nor is even his personal
presence indispensable. . . The
indictment stated that “100 per
sons armed . . . unlawfully and
traitorously assembled to oppose
and prevent by means of in-
timidation and violence, the ox-
ecution of the laws of the United
States. . . They did maliciously
and traitorously cause and pro-
cure to be prepared and composed,
divers books, pamphlets, letters,
declarations,  resolutions, ad-
dresses, papers and writings. . "

It is clear that a conviction
upholding this indictment would
endanger any person who said or
wrote anything against the
Fugitive Slave law.

In the meantime, the opponents
of the slave-holders staged
innumerable mass rallies and
continued to arouse the people
apainst the real eriminals, the
<lave-owners and their Northern
accomplices. They explained the
jssues and implications of the
“catch-slave” law, showing that
it threatened both Negro and
white, fugitive slaves and free
workers. Through this persistent
action, a broad front of many
differing tendencies was mobilized
against the common enemy. In
spite of the prosecution’s attempt
Lo pack the jury with pro-slavery
people, ‘popular pressure proved
too strong. The trial itself was
brief and the defense, brilliantly
keaded by Thaddeus Stevens and
John Read, won a resounding
vietory.

Although it occurred a hundred
vears ago, this case remains a
living illustration of the effec-
tiveness of united and militant
action in fighting Jim Crow and

of the anti-Fugitive Slave Law
movement. The Abolitionists insis-

posse and killed Gorsuch. The
officials fled when all attempts

police-state “gag” laws.

or otherwise, to support a social-
ist program. They do expeet
Bevan to carry out the socialist
part of his program.

V¢ hatever Bevan’s motives may
be in the program he has
presented, he has thrown down
the gauntlet to the Attlee leader-
ship. He is out to win the Labor
Farty. He knows that -he can
achieve such high stakes only by
a great popular sweep. That
means that more than ever he
must build his policy on the needs
and aspirations of the broad
masses of the British working
class. He must do this, more-
cver, at a time of acute social
crisis, when compromise and
maneuver become extremely lim-
ited, when decisive action is
demanded of working class lead-
ers, That is why it is doubtful if
Bevan's program will remain as
vresented in “One Way Only,” 1t
iv bound to be pushed to the left.

Not only will the power-mad
ruling class in Washington have
no part of Bevan'’s program. It
is sure to increase sharply the

squeeze on the British economy
in any case. Politically, because
its war drive cannot tolerate

That is why “Bevanism” has|anywhere within the “Atlantic
achieved such popularity among |communty” a strong and inde-

pendent working class.| But more
than that, the rapacious American
capitalists cannot forego the op-
portunity to push Britain off the
world’s markets within their con-
trol. Not only will British ex-
ports increasingly continue to
bring an ever smaller return in
the West, Because of Wall
Street’s corner on raw materials

in the stock-piling drive connected
with the war preparations, British
imports from the West are
bound to become increasingly
prohibitive. The economic squeeze
is on both ways,

Britain’s economy is thus facing
a  major crisis which must
inevitably be transformed into a
social crisis, a erisis of the class
struggle. To subsist as a capital-
ist economy, her ruling class
must in any case beat down the
living standards of her workers
to low levels never before con-
ceived, and to do that — crush
the orgzanized power of labor. To
become transformed into a go-
cialist economy, her workers
must not only overcome British
capitalism but cut loose from the
disastrous war alliance with
Wall Street.

Within the scope of such a
break, 2 World Mutual Aid Plan
such as that propagated by
Bevan would make sense, There
is a tremendous market for
Rritish goods in the East, in the
USSR, in China, and there is a
vast source of raw materials
there. Both this market and this
source cannot be exploited by
British economy so long as it is
tied to the Wall Street war
drive. But it can serve as a life-
csaver to an independent socialist
Britain. To be sure, it would mean
greater immediate difficulties
than would be encountered by a
continued flow of dollar eredits
and gifts. But in the long run, it
would serve as nothing else could,
the interests not only of the

Aneurin Bevan’s Program and Britain’s Future

the peoples of. the world. This
kind of a proposal for a World
Mutual Aid Plan wonld first of all
be a terrific blow to the Stalinist
bureaucracy in the Soviet Union,
for it would bolster the ecotiomic
independence from the Kremlin
of China, Eastern Europe and all
the new workers' states and ease
the living standards of the masses
within Soviet Russia itself. More-
over, it would undoubtédly arouse,
as nothing else could, the elass
consciousness of the American
working class and make fertile
an appeal to its solidarity against
American capitalism. Such an
action could, indeed, be a real
alternative to a devastating new
world war.

MOST DECISIONS SIMPLE

In the introduction to “One Way
Only” Bevan and his friends say
with profound truth: “Most great
decisions in human history are
simple. They demand more of
courage than of ability.”

Aneurin Bevan has shown a
measure of courage in his break
from Attlee last April. He has
shown as much ability as any of
the present labor leaders any-
where. Will he meet the test of
the still greater courage required
to make the break wth American
capitalism and go forward to an
independent socialist Britain that
will lead in planning for a so-
cialist world? The British work-
ers will expeet that of him. But
with or without Bevan, it is
certain that in the erisis to come
they will take the road to such a

British working class, but of all

solution.

The colonial masses, led by the radical leaders,
compelled the British to repeal the Stamp Act
shortly after its passage. Mass meetings, tarring
and featherings, the destruetion of customs build-
ings and the homes of Tory officials, all played
their part in the Stamp Aet victory.

The radicalization of the masses is symbolized
by the fact that the red flag, already in those
days the banner of left-wing radicalism, was
raised above the Liberty Tree during the anti-
Stamp Act agitation of 1765. Adams aptly de-
seribed the events of those days, saying: “The
people shonted, and their shout was heard to the
distant end of the continent!"

With this rapid increase of popular activity,
the wealthy colonial leaders, the rich merchants
and so-called “aristocrats” began to draw back
from the movement. They had initiated the pro-
tests against the British, but now that the masses
were in motion, they became fearful of the con-
sequences'to their own privileged positions.

Gouverneur Morris, leading snobocrat, made a
few remarks in those days that typify the atti-
tude of his class towards the common people of
their own land. “The mob,” he said, “begins to
think and reason. Poor reptiles! It is with them
a vernal morning; they are struggling to cast
off their winter’s slough, they bask in the sun-
shine, and ere noon they will bite.”

It was this bite that the colonial ruling classes
feared. The rich merchants of the New England-
New York-Pennsylvania region had started the
protest movement with the restricted object of
restoring the commercial system as it had exist-
ed before 1763. But now that the people were
crowding into politics, they began to shrink from
the whole business,

Arthur M. Schlesinger Sr., a conscientious his-
torian (not te be confused with his son, Arthur
M. Schlesinger Jr.), made a thorough study of
this aspect of the revolution. He summarizes as
follows: The merchants retreated from their anti-
British stand “when it became apparent that their
agitation for commercial redress was unloosing
social forces more destructive to business inter-
ests than the misguided acts of Parliament.” In
other words, they feared the masses more than
they feared the British restrictions, and for that
reason, began to leave the opposition movement.

New Colonial Restrictions

Mecanwhile, the British rulers, undismayed by
their stinging defeat in the Stamp Act fight,
were moving ahead to new restrictions upon the
colonies. Dying, reactionary governments never
seem to learn: They always come back for more.
The veason for this is not that they are stupid,
but that they have no choice.

If the British mercantilists were to give up
America, then this meant the end of rule by the
British merchant-capitalists, even in Britain, The
rising industrial capitalist class wonld be able to
push them out of power once they lost their
monopoly in the American colonies. As a matter
of fact, that is what did happen in Britain in the
decades immediately following the American
Revolution.

Reactionary classes that are making a desper-
ate, last-ditch battle to preserve the old way of
life, never have any choice. That is why reform-
ers cut such a foolish figure in revolutionary
times. They seek to convince the ruling class to
change its ways, when that ruling class is fight-
ing for its very life, and cannot possibly do any-
thing except resist change and become more re-
actionary,

The liberals today ‘“urge” the capitalist class
to give up its imperialist aims in Asia, or to
cease persecutions of minority groups. The im-
perialists pay them no heed.

Nor did the British capitalists of the 18th cen-
tury pay any attention to the reformers of that
day, who urged them to cease arousing the col-
onies. Even at the very moment of their Stamp
Act defeat, when they repealed that law they
attached a declaration insisting upon the author-
ity of the British colonists to tax the colonies in
all cases whatever. They then renewed their ef-
forts to enforce some of the existing taxes, and

imposed a series of new ones. The Townshend

——Sam Adams and the American Revolution: 6—

THE RIFT BEGINS

By Harry Frankel

import duties, taxes on lead, paper, painter’s col-
ors, tea and other articles of daily use, caused a
fresh wave of popular resentment to sweep the
country.

Thus, after a brief lull, the popular activity
began again., The protest movement was organ-
ized, this time, in the form of non-importation,
or boycott agreements.

New Role of the Merchants

The revived movement, however, was quite
different from the previous protest waves. In
1761, at the time of the search-and-seizure dis-
putes, and in 1765, in the Stamp Act campaign,
the merchants led the way. Now they hung back.

At first, the merchants made every effort to
organize the protest movement in such a way that
the masses would be excluded. They wanted to
restrict the movement to petitioning and other
“legal” gestures.

When this didn’t succeed, they began to drag
their feet, to oppose the formation of non-im-
portation agreements, and to refuse to join them,
Thus in Massachusetts, Sam Adams found it ex-
tremely difficult to get the merchants to agree
to any hoycott at all. The Caucus Club, the gen-
eral staff of the radicals in Boston, now enlarged
to more than sixty members, sent many emis-
saries to the Merchants’' Club to convince them.
Only very reluctantly did the merchants finally
Zo along.

The Boston Evening Post, consistent spokes-
man for the big Boston merchants, protested
bitterly against any boycott, considering this ac-
tion “too radical.” And some of the bigger mer-
chants continued to oppose boycott even after
the merchant associations finally, and reluctantly,
agreed,

John Hancock, a young merchant who inherited
his great wealth from a childless uncle, was one
of the supporters of the radicals, and became one
of their most prominent, if not consistent, lead-
ers, We have all read how he later wrote his name
in large letters as the first signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence.

The prominence of Hancock in the radical
movement, has left the false impression that the
radical wing contained many large merchants,
This is not true at all. As a matter of fact, Han-
cock was to be virtually the only big merchant
of the New England region to join the revolution-
ists, and even he deserted them for a time, as
we shall see.

Many small merchants, retailers, petty traders,
were in the radical wing of the opposition move-

. ment. Typical of these was William Mollineux, a

fiery radical who was a mass leader in the streets
of Boston during the big struggles. But the very
wealthy merchants, the Hutchinsons, the Grays,
the Boylstons, the “aristocracy” of New England
was never with the Revolution. They were with
the Crown and the Tories.

The Wavering Merchants

Between the two major groupings of right and
left, there was a group of wavering merchants,
who stood now with the right and now with the
left. Merchants like John Rowe, and Thomas
Cushing (in whose firm the young Sam Adams
had once been apprenticed) were the leaders of
these in-between men.

They lived in a purgatory from which they
could be delivered only by the decisive victory
of one side or the other, only they couldn’t decide
which side they wanted to win. They expressed
the dilemma of their class. We have seen that
their most typical leader was James Otis, who
went mad. But these men didn't all go mad.
Some went Tory and others went revolutionary.
Such in-betweeners exist in all revolutions, and
they are perhaps the most pathetic of all men
who live in times of struggle and decision.

Meanwhile, as this rift between conservatives
and raditals deepened, the British Ministry de-
cided upon “firm” measures against the rebels:
Troops were dispatched to occupy Boston. This
entrance of the redcoats into American politics
caused the next great crisis.

(Next Week: The Occupation and the Resistance)



—— The Negro Struggle

The opening guns are being fired in the na-
tional election campaign and it's clear from the
start that the Negro voters are going to be treat-
ed rough this year.

The Democratic and Republican politicians see
no sign of independent political action by labor
or the Negroes on the horizon, so they are not
even bothering to put on velvet gloves for the
bout. They're making the rules of their game
clear — no hitting below the belt by challenging
the fundamentals of American capitalist democ-
racy: the rule of Big Business and the Jim Crow
system. And the Republican and Democratic Un-
cle Toms are out oiling up the machine as usual.

Senator Taft, “Mr. Republican,” put his cards
on the' table with a loyalty oath to segregation.
In a speech at North Carolina College in Dur-
ham Nov. 29, he specifically upheld the segrega-
tion of Negro children in the South and discrimi-
nation against Negro workers in industry through
out the nation. His full title now is “Mr. Repub-
lican, W.S.,” since he has earned his degrec,
White Supremacist.

The Negro Republican Toms knew what harm
this would do their machine, and rushed the oil.
Writer Zora Neale Hurston’s article, “A Negro
Voter Sizes Up Taft,” was immediately featured
in the Dec. 8 Saturday Evening Post to explain
why “Taft’'s the man to regain the backsliding
colored vote for the Republicans.” Every Negro
should read that article for a classic example of
just how phony and insulting a Republican hack
can be.

But Mrs. Hurston was writing for white folks.
The Pittshurgh Courier of the same date front-
paged an “explanation” for colored people: “Clar-
ifies His Statement — Misquoted, Taft Says.”
The “honest Republican” is quoted as saying:
*“Let me make it clear that I do not approve
of segregated schools.” That will probably be
repeated many times during the campaign by
stooges trying to sell Taft. But they should be
forced to eat the rest of the statement:

‘“ . . . someone asked whether I was in favor
of the federal government prohibiting segregated
primary schools, and I said I was not. . . "

“I would vote to abolish them in the District
of Columbia or any other place that the federal
government has jurisdiction, but the cantrol of
education in the states is under the jurisdiction
of the state government and not of the federal
government. So long as states provide equal edu-
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cational facilities for white and colored children
in the primaty schools, I do not think the federal
government has the constitutional power to re-
quire a state to change its established system
of education.”

This should make Mr. Taft's principles very
clear. He will maintain the right of the South-
ern states — or any other states — to enforce
Jim Crow.

But lest they be outdone by the Republicans
in appealing to reactionary anti-Negro forces,
the Democrats have also opened their campaign
with a double-barrelled appeal to Dixie: A letter
was sent to Southern Democratic leaders by an
administration spokesman assuring them that
the President’s much-touted civil rights program
is not really meant to hurt them in any way.
Then, to provide concrete proof, Truman announc-
ed his “Committee on Government Contract Com-
pliance” which will do nothing to end Jim Crow
in hiring.

When Taft issued his statement, Walter White,
executive secretary of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, said
that “just about ends the possibility of Mr. Taft
receiving the support of any self-respecting Ne-
gro or of any white American who believes in
democracy.” We agree with Mr. White, but we
would add that the action of the Democrats must
end that possibility for them too.

What can the Negro and white voter do to reg-
ister their opposition to Jim Crow? If they're
serious they will renounce both capitalist parties
and vote socialist by marking a ballot for Social-
ist Workers Party candidates where they’ll be on
the ballot, or by writing in their names where
they are kept off.

The Socialist Workers Party also wears no
velvet gloves in this election, or at any other
time. The SWP is unalterably opposed to any
form of segregation and discrimination before,
during and after elections. The fight against
Jim Crow is a fuil-time, vear-'round job.

The abolition of Jim Crow is a principle for
which we fight and will continue to fight, regard-
less of states’ rights, private property rights,
legality or illegality. And there’s no room for
Uncle Tomism in our movement. All who share
these views are invited to participate in our cam-
paign to lead the civil rights fight out of the
blind alley of Democratic-Republican politics in
the coming election.

No Santa Claus for Jobless |

Santa Claus rode into Detroit on Thanksgiving
Day complete with a huge parade and sack full

of toys and good wishes. The auto manufacturers
have their sacks all full, too, along about this
time every year — only theirs are filled with
lay-off notices. Less than a month ago the Michi-
gan Employment Security Commission released
figures that showed that between 96,000 to 98,-
000 people were unemployed in the Detroit area
alone. This past week we learn that there are
140,000 unemployed throughout the state of
Michigan with the expectation that this figure
would climb to 190,000 by Spring!

Everybody is getting quite alarmed about the
situation — except the auto manufacturers. The
Michigan Employment Security Commission can
only predict, however, that there will be no up-
swing in employment until late in 1952! That
prediction not only takes defense production into
account but is based solely on defense employ-
ment. Where does this leave the workers? Exact-
ly nowhere since experience has proven over and
over again that with every cut in the supplies
of steel for auto manufacturers there have been
huge lay-offs of auto workers. There are going
to be more and more cuts in steel supplies and
other vital materials with every upsurge of de-
fense production. So, while defense employment
may put some workers back on the job it will
also deprive many others of their livelihood.

Governor Williams and our new .S, Senator,
Blair Moody, are among those who are getting
excited about the situation, They pledged them-
selves before a UAW-CIO rally in Flint to fight
the growing unemployment. What tacties would
they use? Moody declared he would demand a
congressional hearing. That will make the Con-
gress members very happy since they love to
play ring-around-the-committee — but all the
worker gets out of that is a hot wind coming
out of Washington. Governor Williams wants
more defense work. We've already seen what this
means — more crises in auto work. This is what
Walter Reuther also promises the workers: more
defense work, getting rid of bottlenecks in pro-
duction, hold meetings and talk, talk, talk. . .
These errand boys of capitalism are very busy
running back and forth between Washington and
the workers — doing a lot of talking at the capi-
tal and a lot of promising at UAW-CIO rallies,

Well, this is the season of tinsel. A ot of gaunt
and sickly-looking Christmas trees are made to
look good with enough tinsel covering them; but
tinsel, though it might shine very prettily, is in-
substantial stuff that the first half-grown wind
can blow away. That’s just what the promises

By. Patricia Stall

and boasts of Williams, Moody, Reuther and Co.
arce — just so much tinsel. The reality underneath
their words repudiates every half-measure they
propose.

There have been other solutions forthcominy
from the labor movement: more militant ones
and, above all, solutions which have more foun-
dation in the wishes and needs of the rank and
file workers. Ford Local 600, which has been
opposed to Reuther's policy for quite a while
now, has proposed that compensation to the un-
employed be increased from the present top of
$27 to $60 a week. They have also called for a
thirty-hour work week with forty-hours pay so
as to spread employment among more people.
Quite a different attitude from Reuther's frantic
efforts to guarantee more profits for multi-mil-
lionaire corporations!

Briggs Local 212 has come out with a different
answer recently. The General Council of this lo-
cal, which represents 27,000 workers, has called
upon Mayor Cobo and the Common Council to in-
stitute a program of public works at decent
wages for the unemployed. The plan would be
financed by issuing bonds and selling them to the
owners of industry who, as local president Mor-
ris put it, “get multimillion dollar war contracts
and generous tax write-offs to pay for new de-
fense plants.” The resolution further went on to
say thal if such a public works program is not
set up the mayor and Common Council should
declare a moratorium on rent evictions and on
repossessions of autos, furniture, ete., while the
unemployment emergency lasts.

The demands of these locals enjoy the sup-
port of the workers much more than do the fake
promises of capitalist politicians and labor bu-
reaucrals who wish to preserve the manufactur-
er’s profit at the expense of the workers. In order
that the concessions outlined by Locals 600 and
212 be forced out of the profit-bloated auto czars,
the workers must use the traditional tool of the
American labor movement — mass action and
pressure. It is nol enough to depend on the labor
officialdom. It is utterly unrealistic to depend
on the “Christmas spirit” and big-heartedness of
bosses who year after year pass out lay-off no-
tices in place of good wishes for the coming holi-
day season. Grown-ups don’t believe in Santa
Claus because they have long since learned that
it was their own parents that filled their Christ-
mas stocking and not some mythical well-wisher.
The workers are learning in their own day-to-day
struggle that it is up to them to secure a better
life for themselves and that no one else is going
to provide the presents under the tree or the
dinner on the table.
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Branch of Negro
Labor Council Is
Formed in Flint

By Bill Yancey

FLINT, Dec. 6 — The first
National Negro Labor Council
meeting was held here last week
at the Flint Community Center
on St. John Street. Over 40 per-
sons welcomed William R. Hood,
Recording |, Secretary of Ford
Local 600 and President of the
Council.

E. 1. Holmes, a Buick com-
nitteeman and one of the of-
ficers of. the Council, introduced
Bill Hood after an inspiring talk
was given by Davis Moore, also
of Local 600, on the aims and
surpose of ‘the organization.

“Many of you remember what
happened here in ’37,” declared
Moore. “You knew what you
wanted — then proceeded to or-
ganize against opposing forces
to get it. That's what we aim to
do and that’s what we shall do.”

WARNS OF ENEMIES
‘William R. Hood, speaking to a

class distinetions to show just
who will stand in the way of an
effective National Negro Labor
Council. “I warn you against
company - minded labor leaders,
salaried - stooges, stool - pigeons
and potential fascists. It's time
for the black workers and their
white allies to stand up and fight
these enemies who are ruining
America,” He denounced with
ourning fervor those who would
sell out Negro labor's goals and
principles for a few extra dol-
lars,

Hood went on to say the kind
o1 fight needed would be both
political and social, emphasizing
unity, democracy and militancy.
Out of the rich, bold pages of
Negro history, he told of the
many contributions the Negro
has made to labor and to the
very foundations upon which it
rests. Speeches are all right in
their place, but *“action is
mighty,” he said. “We are going
1o move forward and upward, and
neither man nor beast will be able
to block the way."”

REPORTS ON AIMS

He stated the organization will
fight for greater Negro repre-
sentation in-the shops and for
Negro representation in the top
councils ‘of the union. The meet-
ing elected E. L. Holmes, a Buick
foundry committeeman, as ex-
ecutive cecretary, and Herod
Wilson of Chevrolet 659 presi-
aent. A score of workers joined
the organization after the mest-

ing.

No ‘Atrocity’ Proof
-- Negro Reporter

“There is no positive proof yet
that any soldiers have been mas-
sacred,” writes Ralph Matthews,
National Negre Press Associa-
tion correspondent, from ‘“some-
where in Korea.” Matthews says
the question being asked is: “Was
Col. James M. Hanley . . . tricked
into issuing the unauthorized re-
port about ‘atrocities’ by South
Koreans who want no secttlement
short of complete unification un-
der their control and Chinese
Nationalists who fear an carly
peace in Korea will release Red
armies for a possible assault on
Formosa?”

Matthews also writes: “One
GI said he was more infuriated
by the story of a sheriff killing
prisoners in Florida than in the
story of atrocities in Korea. In
war, men expect to kill or be
killed,” he said, “‘but at home one

expects justice and fair play.”

responsive audience, drew sharp |

Saved from Life Term

Surrounded by his wife and

tradition proceedings,

home, Willie Thomas rejoices at news that he will not have to
serve a life sentence in Alabama prison. Arrested in 1934 when
he was only 14, Thomas was sentenced to 100 years on robbery
charge. He escaped in 1945 and came to Albany where he found
work and settled down. Discovered recently, Thomas’ return was
demanded by Albany, but under pressure the state dropped ex-

children in their Albany, N. Y.

By Louise Manning
LLOS ANGELES, Dec. 9 —
Under the influence of the real
estate interests, the Los Angeles
City Council on Dec. 3 took action
halting the $110,000,000 public
housing program on which $11,-
000,000 has already been spent

by the Federal government.
Present to congratulate the
Council on its action in favor of
more profits for the landlords,
were the president of the Chamber
of Commerce, representatives of
the California Taxpayers Associa-
tion, the California Realty Assn.,

Twin AOily Forum
Hears Defense of
Colonial Revolts

By Winifred Nelson

MINNEAPOLIS, Dec 7 — “The
Socialist Workers Party hails the
heroic struggle of the Iranian and
Egyptian people. The struggle of
the colonial masses for freedom
is part and parcel of the strug-
gle of the workers for a better
life!”

These were the words of Grace
Carison, Minnesota SWP or-
ganizer and nominee for the vice-
presidential candidacy next year,
as she addressed a public meet-
ing here tonight on the subject,
“The Sun Sets on the British
Empire.”

“The British Empire was
acquired by naked force and
vielence and wholesale exiermina-
tion of peoples,” she declared,
“and disguised by a multitude of
high religious phrases!” But, she
added, the British Empiré today
is falling apart.

Branding as fakery and hypoc-
risy the expressed aftitude of the
American capitalist leaders that
they hate colonialism, Comrade
Carlson called this “simply a
device on the part of the capital-
ists to wangle themselves into
favor with the mnative ruling
classes in order to bring the
colonial countries into the orbit of
the United States.”

The next meeting in the present
series sponsored by the St. Paul
and Minneapolis branches of the
SWP will be held after the holi-
days, and announced in the

Militant.

Korea: Imperialism in a

(Continued from page 1)
ington was under pressure at
that time to discuss and settle
these Far Eastern matters. This
pressure came not only from the
Soviet Union, China and their al-
lies, but also from England, India
and others who had recognized
China and, for their own rgasons,
were pushing Washington to
abandon its,warlike attitude and
talk peace.

The Pentagon warded off these
pressures by promising to discuss
a Far Bastern settlement after a
Korea cease-fire. As the “U.S.
News and World -Report” put it
on April 20, before the cease-fire
talks opened: “The U.S. terms
are simple and direct: First of
all, the shooting must end. There
will be no negotiations, no deals,
until it does.”

" The Chinese, to the dismay of
the Pentagon war-makers, ac-
cepted these terms. Thus when
negotiations opened, Washington
faced a sudden halt to the war in
Korea.

This situation, not at all to
Washington’s liking, was com-

plicated by still another factor.
U.S. imperialism, on its way into
a “rearm-to-the-teeth” program,
found the sudden peace talks a
serious deterrent to war prepara-
tions. Already, before the truce
talks started, the then Secretary
of Defense, General Marshall,
had told the press that military
successes in Korea “dulled the
public interest and urge as to the
defense program.”

The U.S. News summarized the
whole idea in its issue of July
13, three days after the truce
talks started, saying: “Peace and
quiet, for U.S., complicates re-
arming.”

The Pentagon's reply to these
problems was twofold: 1. Sabo-
tage the negotiations for as long
as pessible, and 2, Push the ar-
maments appropriations at top
speed, at the same time railroad
the warlike Japan pac¢ts as rap-
idly as possible.

Thus began the long series of
provocations that blocked a Ko-
rean truce for over five months,
U. S. negotiators now ruled out
that which they had previously

demanded; that is, an immediate
cease-fire. Every time a cease-
fire appeared close, new ‘“de-
mands” were thrown in, on new
incidents took place.

Typical of U.S. conduct of the
talks was the mid-August break-
down. On Saturday, August 18,
the Chinese and Korean negotia-
tors indicated that they would
give in on the truce line, aban-
doning their demand for a truce
at the 38th paralell, The Peiping
radio quoted Lt, Gen. Nam 1I,
chief Koreun negotiator, as say-
ing: “It is possible to adjust this
line cn the basis of terrain and
mutual defense positions of the
demilitarized zone if they are
reasonable and necessary.”

With the Japan pact confer-
ence still two weeks off, and the
60 billion doliar war-budget as
vet unapproved by Congress,
Washington grew panicky and
acted at oncz The day after the
Nain JI proposition, Gen. Ridway
opened a military offensive that
broke the Iull in the Korea fight-
ing and developed into one of
the biggest actions of the Korea

Sea of Troubles

war. The same morning 30 armed
men, probably South Korean
guerillas, invaded the neutral
truce-talk zone and killed a Chi-
nese soldier. Within a few days
after this, Korean jeeps carrying
negotiators and flying the white
flag were strafed from the air.
And finally, on Awgust 25, the
town of Rashin, 17 miles -from
the Russian border, was bombed.
Gen. MacArthur had demanded
the bombing of Rashin, but could
never get permission from the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Top U.S.
brass, testifying against Mac-
Arthur in the Senate hearings
during the “great debate,” had
called the proposal to bomb Rash-
in foolish and provocative,

Such a sequence of provoca-
tions has been repeated every
time truce talks came close to
agreement. It has only been dur-
ing the last few weeks that U.S,
imperialism, confronted with al-
most inguperable obstacles to a
continuation of the war, and fur-
ther, having achieved some of the
immediate objects for which the
truce had been stalled, such as the

Japan pact and the huge Amer-
ican arms budget, has started to
talk turkey.

SOMETHING NEW

One of the biggest factors halt-
ing the war js the resistance of
the soldiers. U.S. soldiers have
not revolted openly against the
imperialist adventure in Korea,
and therc are no indications that
they are likely to do so. But the
army has plainly 7esisted the
will of the generals. The grumb-
ling and suspicion have grown to
the point where correspondents
report that the soldiers are con-
vinced that *we” don’t want, peace
while the Chinese and Koreans
do. Further, the whole army, in-
cluding many battle commanders,
have seized upon pretexts, “mis-
interpreted” orders, and stopped
fighting. Correspondents have
speculated openly whether the
U.S. brass could get a large-scale
war going in the face of such
resistance, Never has such a sit-
uation existed in the history of
U.S. armed forces.

If a cease-fire does come in

L. A. HOUSING SCUTTLED
BY REAL ESTATE LOBBY

United Patriots Assn.. ; r
el Assn., and Pro

Two years ago the Council
voted unanimously for a program
of permanent low rent hoﬁsing
with money loaned by the federal
government, the city paying only
for the off-site expenses such as
sewers, and sidewalks. In the
Nov. 1950 eclections, with un-
limited funds at their disposal,
the real estate interests were
successful in  pushing through
Proposition Number 10 which
made future public housing vir-
tually impossible by requiring a
teferendum vote on every in-
dividual project.

The present controversy is con-
cerned with housing developments
contracted for prior to that date.
Last year the Council decon-
trolled rents, thus adding more
profits to the pockets of the land-
lords. Still not satisfied the land-
lords now want to stop work on
those projects which were started
two years ago, and were finally
able to halt the work in a Coun-
cil decision of eight to seven.
Now they do not know what to do

about the $11,000,000 owed to
the federal government. Of course
the real estate interests will bc|
quick to buy the cleared land at
a reduced price.

Los Angeles has been recogniz-
ed as a traditionally critical
housing arca for many years. In
addition to being sorely needed,
these projects would actually be
an asset finaneially. It was shown
that 107 of the rent money col-
lected " would go to the city and
that these payments would bring
in $350,000 each year in com-
parison with $69,000 paid in taxes
by those blighted areas. .

Not daring to divulge their real
rcasons for opposition, fhe anti-
housing councilmen were reduced
fo ranting about the “creeping
cancer of socialism.” They cannot
openly say they are opposed to
public housing because they want
to maintain high rentals and
segregation. If you can pay $75
per month renl, have no dogs or
children, are white Protestant,
you have nothing to worry about.

That this action plays into the
hands of those fighting to main-
tain the Negro ‘“‘ghetto” is in-

cicated by an article in the L. A.
Times of Dec. 5 which states that
State Senator Jack B. Tenney's
fascist organizalion AMERICA
PLUS plans to campaign for a
“freedom of choice” amendment
to the State Constitution. This
amendment is the reverse of the
FEPC movement and under the
guise of “restoring” personal,
business and property rights,
would give the landlords the right
to ¢ h oo se their tenants amd
business men and property own-
ers to choose their neighbors,
guests, patrons and employees.

The connection between the
rowerful business interests and
government bodies, openly shown
in this case, serves as a c¢lassical
example of how capitalism
operates on a national scale
against the interests of the peo-
ple.

Korea, cither by formal agree-
ment or by just freezing into a
stalemate, it will be the soldiers,
the American people, and the
working people everywhere that
have brought it about, by their
resistance. This should encourage
the people of America and the
rest of the world to press for
further objectives: to demand a
withdrawal of imperialist troops
from Korea and from every part
of the colonial world. Such a de-
mand, if support for it is broad
enough, can paralyze the war-

UAW Walkout

Plant In

WINDSOR, Ontario, Dec,

IShuts Big Ford

Canada

10 — Eight thousand mem-

bers of Local 200, C10-United Auto Workers, walked out
of the Ford Motor Company’s huge Windsor plant last

Monday in protest against the*-

firing of 26 union men and
against the rotten government
Labor Codes.

The patience of the workers be-
came exhausted by prolonged
negotiatiops lasting over two-
thirds of a year in which the
Ford Motor Company refused to
grant the union demands. Com-
pany provocation led to 34 work
stoppages during the year, 17 of
which took place in the month of
November. The major issues in
dispute involved the questions of
speed-up, sanitary conditions, jon
classifications, poor ventilation
and general working conditions.

A few days prior to the plant
shut-down, the discontent of the

workers erupted over the stalling
tactics of the Ford Motor Com-
pany and the Ontario Labor
Code. The demonstration was held
to protest this delay by the com-
pany and government,

PLANT SHUT DOWN

The company retaliated by
“disciplinary” firing of four
union committeemen, nine stew-
ards and a number of rank and
file union militants. Within two
hours the production lines of the
colossal plant came to a dead
stop. The huge heating and gen-
erating plant, capable of generat-
ing cnough power to supply the
whole city of Windsor, was shut
down on request of the pickets.

Within 214 hours, the gigantic
offices and workshops employ-
ing approximately 12,000 were
deprived of heat, light, power and
water. Ford office workers, af-
filiated to Local 240, UAW-CIO.
were permitted to go through the
picket lines. Upon finding the
offices locked they stood by in
sympathy with the action of the
plant workers.

It was not until the workers
hit the picket line that the Con-
servative Party’s Ontario Labor
Department hastened to deliver

its conciliation board decision ta
the union,

The company showed no dis~
position to grant even the measly
crumbs given in the conciliation
board report but sought to bee
cloud the real issues in dispute
by slandering active union memse
bers as troublemakers, goons and
hoodlums.

The deliberate provocation of
the company, the long-drawn and
fruitless “negotiations,” the stalle
ing of the conciliation board and
their hopelessly inadequate decis
sion, have compelled the strikers
to question the soft Reutherita
go-slow, mo-strike, policy.

The workers are indignant over
the action of UAW Regional Di-
rector George Burt in withdrawe
ing 12 demands made by the
union membership without their
sanction. On the day following
the strike, Local 200 president
Jack Taylor sent letters to the
dismissed men requesting them
to+sign grievance forms, despite
a public declaration against are
bitration of the firings. The men
defied his instructions and dee
clared that grievances would not
be necessary as they would are
bitrate from the picket line.

DETERMINED TO WIN

One thing is sure. The Ford
workers are determined to win.
Within three days they estabe
lished a picket line and strike
organization that took six weeks
in the big 99 day strike of 1945,
Three issues of a picket line bul-
letin have already appeared in
four days of the strike. Kitchens
have been established wheras
thousands of sandwiches and gale
lons of coffez have been provided
for the pickets.

The spirit of the strikers is
high. The (as yet) “unauthor-
ized” strike is rallying the supe
port of all organized labor for
a militant showdown fight against
the billion-dollar Ford Motor

Company.

Florida Judge

Irvin, a young Negro, was
framed together with Samuel
Shepherd and sentenced to death
at a so-called trial in 1949 for a
erime he never committed., The
“legal”™ proceedings were so
outrageous that the U.S. Supreme
Court reversed the verdict :and
ordered a new trial.

On the eve of the new trial, a
blood-thirsty white supremacist
with a sheriff’s badge, Willis Mec-
Call, snot both handcuffed prison-
ers in cold blood, killing Shepherd
¢n the spot. Iryin, shot three
times, escaped death by pretend-
ing to be already dead.

MeceCall justified the murderous
assault by elaiming the prisoners
had “tried to escape.” A coroner's
jury cxonerated him on the
ground that he was “doing his
duty.” Judge Truman J. Futch of
Lake County Cireuit Court refus-
ed to permit any further action
ggainst MceCall.

MARSHALL BARRED

On Dec. 6, at a hearing in
connection with the new trial, the
same Judge Futch barred Thur-
good Marshall, specig] counsel of
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
and Jack Greenberg, his assistant,
from acting as defense altorneys
for Irvin at the new trial. His
explanation was that “the NAACP
has stirred up trouble in the com-
munity."”

By this he wmeant thal the
NAACP has resisted the lynch
atmosphere and perversion of
justice in the whole Groveland
case. Murdering cops are not
“trouble-makers” in the eyes of
Southern authorities — but those
who oppose legal Iynchings are.
Futch set the date for trial on
Jien. 14 in Ocala, Marion County,
which  borders Lake County,
where the NAACP has protested
that such prejudice exists that
Irving could never get an un-
biased jury or a fair trial. There
is no reason to think, however,
that Marvion County will be any

different in this vespect. That
also is a savagely Jim Crow
area,

“CAREFUL CONSIDERATION”

After Sheriff McCall got away
with murder in Florida, NAACP

makers still further,

Bars NAACP

Lawyers in Groveland Case

The wheels of “Southern justice” are grinding again,
their object to take the life of Walter Irvin, the last de-
fendant in the infamous Groveland “rape” case.

partment of Justice in Washing-
ton to take MeCall before the
U.S. Supreme Court to determine
whether he was in contempt of
court by his killing of a man the
court had ruled should have a
new trial.

The Department of Justice last
'eek thanked Marshall and said
kis suggestion is receiving “care
ful consideration.”

In another case, Marshall asked
Ahe Departiment of Justice for a
“thorough investigation” of the
unprovoked killing of John Lester
Mitchell in Opelousas, La., by
white Deputy Sheriff David Lan-
clos. Mitchell was one of three
Negroes who had filed suit
through the NAACP for the right
to register and vote, which was
being denied by local officials.

Ifere too the Department of
Justice replied that the case is
under “‘careful consideration.”

Meanwhile, UAW President
Walter Reuther, acting on behalf
of the TAW International Exe
ecutive Board, sent a wire to Ate
torney General J. Tloward Mc-
Grath, stating thal the
and Louisiana murders “and the
kiiling at sea of crewman Wil=
ltam Harvey by Captain Franklin
B. Weaver clearly indicates an ins,
tensification of terroristic aggres-
sion against Negroes by officers
charged with upholding and en-
forcement of the law. ..

“The United Automobile Work-
crs, CIO, calls upon you to
proceed  immediately with the
arrest, indietment and trial of
MceCall, Lanclos and Weaver on
charges of murder. Failure to
tuke such action subverts all of
our lofly professions of demo=
eratic principles. The hour is
late, Action now is imperative.”

There will be action all right,
we can be sure of that — the
same kind of action that the De-
partment of Justice has always
taken in cases involying civil
rights and legal lynchings. Mee
Grath will act cnergetically to
see that a telegram is dispatched
to the UAW, informing it that

the suggestions made are under

lorida

counsel Marshall urged the De-

“careful consideration.”



