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UNION RANKS FORCE WAGE-BOARD SPLIT
Stalin Exposes 
Own Lies on UN; 
S till Seeks Deal

Did Three Dead 
Briggs Officials 
Know Too Much?
Demand Autopsies 
In Gangster Probe

E m il Mazey, secre ta ry-treasu re r 
o f the C IO -U n ite d  A utom obile

By John G. Wright
B reak ing  a silence o f more than tw o  years, S ta lin , in  his capa­

c ity  as Soviet P rem ier on Feb. 16 issued a decla ra tion  o f Soviet 
fo re ig n  po licy on the un fo ld ing  in te rn a tio n a l cris is . T h is  declara­
tion , in  the fa v o rite  guise o f an “ in te rv ie w ”  w ith  a correspondent 
o f P ravda, the o ff ic ia l newspaper o f the Russian C om m unist P a rty , 
is  a ty p ic a l S ta lin is t p roduct: evasive, f ille d  w ith  doub le-ta lk , com ­
p le te ly  devoid o f any revo lu tiona ry  S ocia lis t content, p r im a r ily  in ­
tended fo r  d ip lom atic  maneuvers w ith  W estern im peria lism .

The c r it ic a l issue o f w a r and®-------------------------------------------------------
peace S ta lin  s lu rs over, d irec tin g  
the burden o f his comments to ­
w a rd  an a ttack  on the U n ited  
States, the A t la n t ic  P act coun­
tr ie s  (s in g lin g  ou t P rem ier A ttle e  
and the B r it is h  La bo ritcs ) and 
the U n ited  N ations. The closest 
S ta lin  came to  g iv in g  a d irec t 
answer was on the issue o f K o ­
rea. A s  fo r  o ther b u rn ing  ques­
tions  —  Germ any, Japan, Y ugo­
s lav ia  —  on these S ta lin  de lib ­
e ra te ly  m a in ta ined silence. These 
and s im ila r  questions he un­
doubtedly reserved fo r  secret d i­
p lom a tic  h a gg lin g  a t the p ro je c t­
ed “ B ig  F o u r”  pa rley , whose 
p re lim ina ries  have been ten ta ­
t iv e ly  set fo r  M arch 5.

Instead o f o ffe r in g  a w o rk ing - 
class, soc ia lis t p rogram  o f f ig h t ­
in g  the w ar danger, S la lin  s t i l l  
continues to  lu l l  the masses a t 
home and abroad w ith  fake as­
surances th a t w ar “ cannot be 
considered inev itab le ,”  im m edia te­
ly  coup ling  th is , however, w ith  
a “ w a rn in g ”  th a t “ there are ag ­
gressive forces th irs t in g  fo r  a 
new w a r”  in  the U n ited  States, 
B r ita in  and France. How to  com­
ba t these “ aggressive forces” ? 
A l l  th a t S ta lin  has to  o ffe r  here 
is a vague reference to “ the cam ­
pa ign in  defense o f peace”  which 
he emphasized as being “ now o f 
f i r s t  ra te  im portance.”  The ques­
tio n  n a tu ra lly  arises no t on ly o f 
w h a t im portance but o f w hat use 
has i t  been up to  now?

T H E  “ P E A C E  C A M P A IG N ”
The S ta lin is t “ peace cam paign”  

has thus fa r  amounted to ga ther- 
(Continued on page 3)

Hansen Starts 
National Tour on 
U.S.-World Crisis

Joseph Hansen, Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  candidate fo r  U.S. 
Senate in the 1960 New Y ork  
election cam paign, began his na­
tion a l to u r by speaking in  New 
Haven, Conn, and then in Boston, 
Mass, on the sub ject: “ Am erica 
and the W orld  C ris is .”  F rom  
Boston, Hansen le f t  fo r  B u ffa lo , 
N. Y. where he w i l l  speak or. 
Tuesday, F ebruary  27.

As senatoria l candidate o f the 
SWP, Hansen received the biggest 
T ro ts k y is t vote cast in  New Y o rk  
state. He has w r itte n  m any 
pam phlets on issues v ita l ly  a f ­
fe c tin g  the w o rk in g  class and 
con tribu tes re g u la r ly  to The M i l i ­
ta n t and to the theore tica l 
magazine, the F ou rth  In te r-  
ra tio n a l.

A f te r  fu lf i l l in g  his engage­
m ent in B u ffa lo  where he is 
scheduled to stay fro m  Feb. 27 
to M arch 2, Hansen w il l  speak in 
the fo llo w in g  c ities:

W orkers, fo llo w in g  up the reve la­
tions o f the K e fa uve r Com m ittee 
on the conspiracy between the 
B rig gs  M a n u fa c tu r in g  Company 
and a gang o f thugs to beat up 
onion m ilita n ts  and w reck the 
union, has demanded th a t the 
D e tro it County prosecutor order 
autopsies on the bodies o f three 
fo rm e r B riggs  executives who 
died sh o rtly  a f te r  p ro te s tin g  the 
alliance between B rig gs  top ex­
ecutives and the hoodlums.

“ I t  seems more than a co in­
cidence th a t three people who in  
our op in ion would shed lig h t  on 
the beating and the scrap con­
tra c t (between B rig gs  and 
gangster P errone) should a l l die 
in  the same year,”  Mazey said.

The B rig g s  local 212 also 
demanded the rem oval o f Dean 
Robinson as B rig gs  president, 
cancellation o f the com pany’s 
con tract w ith  the gangsters as a 
cover fo r  paym ent fo r  th e ir  a n t i­
labor services, and an im m ediate 
conference w ith  W a lte r 0 . B riggs  
Sr., to “ discuss fu tu re  collective 
ba rga in ing  re la tionsh ips.”

Genora D o lling e r, one o f the 
B rig gs  union m ilita n ts  who su f­
fered a b ru ta l beating  by  the 
com pany-hired thugs, la s t week 
in an in te rv ie w  w ith  The M il ita n t  
stated, “ I  w an t to  see the gun­
men o f the Renda-Perrone gang 
and the o ffice rs o f the B riggs  
company, who h ired  them , b rough t 
to t r ia l and punished fo r  the 
merciless beating o f  m yse lf and 
o ther union representatives.

“ The Senate Com m ittee find ings 
in D e tro it  . . . w il l,  i f  fo llow ed 
th rough , also shed l ig h t  on the 
m urder a ttem pts  on W a lte r and 
V ic to r Reuther,”  she stated.

Thus fa r  n e ithe r the K e fauve r 
Com m ittee no r the U A W -C IO  
have taken any steps to  force 
ind ic tm ents aga inst the officers 
o f the B riggs  company.

Whitewash Killer-Cops 
In Murder of Negro Vet

N E W  YO R K, Feb. 20 —  In  an­
o ther w hitewash o f cop-violence 
against the N egro people, D is ­
t r ic t  A tto rn e y  F ra n k  S. Hogan 
announced yesterday th a t, a fte r  
a “ complete and ca re fu l in ves tig a ­
tio n ,”  the Grand Ju ry  had refused 
to  ind ic t the two policemen who 
had m urdered the N egro ex-G I, 
John D e rrick .

In  a scath ing le tte r  o f denuncia­
tion  th a t re flec ts  the ind igna tion  
o f the Negro com m unity  a t th is  
outrage, the N a tion a l Association 
fo r  the  Advacem ent o f Colored 
People today w ro te  to Hogan, “ I t  
is  c lear th a t you have mishandled 
th is  case fro m  beg inn ing to 
end seem ingly w ith  a view  to 
exonerate those policem en.”

m u r d e r  a n d  r o b b e r y

Despite a police cam paign o f 
in tim id a tio n , a score o f eye 
witnesses to the crim e testified  
th a t the tw o cops, Palumbo and 
M inakak is , shot D e rrick  in  cold 
blood w ith o u t a shred o f provoca­
tion . A f te r  m urd e rin g  D errick , 
witnesses stated, the tw o k ille rs  
stole more than tw o  thousand 
do lla rs fro m  his s t i l l  w arm  body 
and then planted a gun on h im  in  
an e f fo r t  to establish an a lib i.

The Grand J u ry  w hitewash o f 
the k ille rs  was accomplished w ith  
the cooperation o f the Police De­
pa rtm en t and H ogan’s office. The 
phony na ture  of the “ inves tiga ­
t io n ”  was made e n tire ly  clear 
when Hogan assigned his assi­
s tan t, K a r l Grebow, to present the 
case to  the Grand Ju ry . I t  was 
th is  same Grebow who rushed in to  
p r in t on Dec. 8, the day a fte r  the

m urder, w ith  a s ta tem ent absolv­
in g  the k il le rs !

P O W E L L ’S RO LE
This decision is a crush ing ex­

posure o f the ro tten  po litics  o f 
N egro  po litic ian s  like  the 
Reverend A . C layton Powell. I t  
was P ow ell, more than any o ther 
in d iv idu a l, who side-tracked the 
in s p ir in g  mass m ovem ent th a t 
sprang up in  H a rlem  to w in  
jus tice  in th is  case.

A  tho roughgo ing  opportun is t, 
Powell qu ick ly  sensed the m il i­
tan t s p ir it  o f an outraged Negro 
com m unity  th a t expressed its e lf  
a t the beginn ing o f the case w ith  
an ou tpou ring  o f a lm ost five 
thousand to a pro test meeting. He 
won the leadership o f the move­
m ent w ith  a s t ir r in g  call to 
organize a mass m arch on C ity  
H a ll. B u t a t the ve ry  m om ent 
when the A d m in is tra tio n  reacted 
to the g ro w in g  mass pressure by 
tra n s fe rr in g  the k ille rs  ou t o f 
H arlem , Powell th rew  in the 
towel. W ith  indecent haste, he 
hailed th is  m iserable concession 
as a “ g re a t v ic to ry ”  th a t ended 
the need fo r  any fu r th e r  action. 
A s  a face-saver, Powell has called 
fo r  an “ F B I in ves tiga tion .”

The fo r th r ig h t  stand now taken 
by the N A A C P  against Hogan 
indicates th a t the people o f 
H arlem  are s tro n g ly  dissatisfied 
w ith  th e ir  “ v i c t o r y . ”  The 
N A A C P ’s call fo r  a mass m eeting 
at the Golden Gate Ballroom  on 
Sunday afternoon, Feb. 25, should 
meet w ith  a real response. T he ir 
proposal to launch a cam paign to 
force Hogan to re-subm it the case 
to the Grand J u ry  w ith  a demand 
to in d ic t fo r  m urder w i l l  have the

support o f every opponent o f 
police b ru ta lity  in  th is  c ity .

The exoneration o f the k ille rs  
is a menace to the lives o f every 
m ember o f the com m unity . So 
long as Palum bo and M inakakis  
roam the streets free  men every 
trig g e r-h a p p y , N e gro -h a tin g  cop 
on the force has o ffic ia l sanction 
to m urder w ith o u t fe a r o f pun ish­
ment.

There was fresh p ro o f o f th is  
la s t week when a drunken o ff-  
du ty  cop, John H ickey, began 
f ir in g  a t tw o H arlem  school 
children who made the m istake o f 
augh ing  a t his antics. F o rtu n a te ly  
th is  vic ious foo l was so d runk 
th a t he couldn’ t  shoot s tra ig h t. A  
Police Surgeon im m edia te ly  p ro ­
nounced him  “ f i t  fo r  d u ty .”  Con­
s idering  the a c t iv ity  o f the police 
in H arlem  th is  was probably a 
correct judgem ent.

The D e rrick  cam paign m ust go 
on. The m arch on C ity  H a ll must 
be organized. The N egro  people 
cannot rest u n t il the k ille rs  pay 
the fu l l  pena lty  fo r  th e ir  crim e.

SWP in Harlem 
Backs Protest

Gladys B arker, spokesman 
fo r  the H arlem  Local o f the 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty , de­
clared today, “ The renewed 
cam paign to  b r in g  the  k il le r -  
cops who m urdered John D er­
r ic k  to jus tice  has our fu l l  
support. I  am a t the fu l l  
disposal o f the N A A C P ’s C it i­
zens Com m ittee fo r  D e rrick  in  
th e ir  f ig h t against police brh- 
ta l i ty . ”

Textile Union Strikers 
Display Fighting Spirit

By George Lavan
P A S S A IC , N . J., Feb. 20 —  The 

te x tile  m ills  com plete ly dom inate 
th is  w o rk ing  class c ity . Here are 
two o f the woolen in d u s try ’s 
g ian ts —  F orstm ann W oolen and 
Botany. Both o f these p lan ts are 
com plete ly shut down by the CIO 
T e x tile  W orkers  U n ion ’s s trike .

P icke t lines, w ith  women pre­
dom inating , bo th here and in 
nearby G arfie ld, s low ly  parade in 
good hum or before the m ill gates. 
A t  one o f them  a young g ir l  
p icke t w ith  a clear, melodious 
voice s ta rts  s in g in g  “ We Shall 
N o t Be Moved”  and others jo in  in. 
The s ing ing  o f others w o rke rs ’ 
songs like  “ Soup”  and “ S o lid a rity  
F oreve r”  bear tes tim ony to the 
long h is to ry  o f labo r m ilita n cy  
and s trugg le  in  th is  te x tile  area.

In  f ro n t  o f F ors tm ann ’s G arfie ld 
p la n t the p ickets are set up fo r  
l ig h t  housekeeping. In  add ition  to 
an o il-d ru m  stove there is a co f­
fee u rn  and a juke  box th a t some 
sym path ize r has donated. One 
young p icke t suggests th a t the 
song being played be changed fo r  
som eth ing b e tte r fo r  m arch ing.

In  add ition  to the s tr ik e  posters 
th a t the p ickets ca rry , a b ig  
poster has been fastened to  the 
company gate announcing tha t 
vhe p la n t is s truck  by the T W U A - 
CIO. The p la n t police show no 
d isposition to remove the sign.

A  num ber o f N egro  women are 
among the pickets. One woman in 
her s ix ties, beside whom I p icke t­
ed, approved vehem ently when I

(e ll her th a t The M il ita n t  figh ts  
not on ly  fo r  the w o rk in g  class 
b u t also against jim  crow. “ Just 
like  our union,”  she says. “ I 
jo ined the union when I  f irs t 
s tarted  w o rk ing  here d u rin g  the 
w ar because it. figh ts  fo r  a ll the 
workers and doesn’t d is c r im in a te /

U N IO N  D E M A N D S
A  lunch room across the street 

serves as an un o ffic ia l p icket 
headquarters. There I  spoke w ith  
the p icke t captain , a shop ch a ir­

man and a steward. Im m ediate ly 
they to ld  me th a t “ th is  is a s trike  
aga inst the company, despite 
w hat the company o r the news­
papers say.”  Then the y  lis ted the 
th ings  they were s tr ik in g  fo r :  a 
i5  cent an hour increase, an 
escalator clause, a 6 cent annual 
im provem ent fac to r, im proved 
vacation set-up and a two year 
contract. W ould i t  be a long 
s tr ike ?  Opinions varied bu t the 
general consensus was th a t i t

(Continued on page 4)

What Wage Ruling Means
Here is how the W age S tab iliza tion  Board pay freeze 

would w o rk :

Unions would be allowed only 10 per cent wage hikes 
above the Jan. 16, 1950 base pay.

I f  the average base pay is SI.-50 per hour on Jan. 15, 1950, 
and the w orkers had won 10 cents an ho u r in J u ly  1950, they 
would be en titled  to on ly  5 cents an hour under the proposed 
wage freeze. E sca la tor clauses are included, in  the freeze.

This ru lin g , " if allowed to stand, would rem ain in e ffec t 
u n til Ju ly , 1951.

W holesale com m odity prices have risen 40 per cent since 
a year ago. B y  Ju ly , 1951 th is  trem endous leap would be 
re flected in  re ta il prices and consequently in  the cost o f liv in g .

Thus, the wage freeze would keep rea l wages fa r  below the 
cost o f l iv in g  and b rin g  about a d rastic  reduction in liv in g  
standards.

W elfa re  funds, and s h ift  bonuses would be considered as 
p a rt o f wages under the ru lin g .

•)

Pay Freeze, Rising Prices, 
Mere Taxes, Strikebreaking 
Rouse Anger of Workers

By Joseph Andrews '
The withdrawal of the three labor members from 

the Wage Stabilization Board on Feb. 16 has created a 
crisis in Truman’s war mobilization plans and in the 18- 
year coalition between the labor leadership and the Demo­
cratic administration.

Resignation of the labor representatives was forced 
by the burning resentment of the workers. They resent 
Truman’s vicious strikebreaking tactics against the ra il­
road workers and the wage-freeze which the Big Business 
administration seeks to impose despite runaway prices.

The need fo r  the labor bureau­
cracy to act was a p tly  described 
by co lum n ist D oris  Fleeson in  
the Feb. 19 N . Y. Post : “ Labor’s 
people aren’ t yessing th e ir  bosses 
hu t are pressing fo r  solutions fo r  
the bread-and-butter problem s o f 
life . So long as in fla t io n  con tro l 
rem ains ine ffec tive , labor leaders

Prices Do We l l 1  
And Profits, Too
The wage freeze proposed by 

the B ig Business-dominated W age 
S tab iliza tion  Board came at a 
lim e  when p ro fits  and prices were 
at th e ir  highest po in t in  h is to ry , 
and s t i l l  go ing strong .

C orpora tion  p ro fits  fo r  the 
October th rou gh  December qu a r­
te r o f 1950 were j a r  h igher than 
ever before. D u rin g  th a t quarte r 
p ro fits  were ro llin g  in to  the 
co ffe rs o f the m onopolists a t the 
ra te  o f $45 b illion s  a year.

P ro fits  in 1950 wore 60 per cent 
grea te r than in 1949, according 
to Price S tab iliza tion  d irec to r 
M ichael IliS a lle . Wages have not 
risen even h a lf  th a t much.

Food prices have shot up 14 
per cent since Korea —  June 
1950. Wages have risen on ly 8 
per cent d u rin g  the same period.

The bu lk  o f the food price in ­
crease is super - p ro fit fo r  the 
processors, no t the fa rm ers. The 
fact is tha t the fa rm ers ’ share o f 
each do lla r spent fo r  food was 
on ly 53 per cent in  1946, and has 
slumped to 48 per cent today, 
according to  A lfre d  Stedman, 
fa rm  ed ito r o f the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press and D ispatch.

When these fac ts  are added to 
the d rastic  increase in taxes upon 
low  incomes, and the loosening 
o f re n t “ con tro ls ,”  i t  is c lear th a t 
w a r m ob iliza tion  economic policies 
are directed a t wholesale slashing 
o f the liv in g  standards o f the low - 
income m a jo r ity  o f the popula­
tion .

These cold s ta tis tics  are very, 
real to w orkers, who feel the 
pinch today, and see fa r  g rea te r 
cuts in th e ir  purchasing power 
m the’ near fu tu re , w h ile  the 
corpora tions continue to p ile  up 
the g rea test riches in th e ir  long 
h is to ry  o f p ro fitee ring .

have to f ig h t —  or lose th e ir  own 
jobs.”

The wage-freeze o rder backed 
by the in du s try  and “ pu b lic ”  mem­
bers o f the W SB would peg wages 
to ten percent above the Jan. 
1950 level. T h is  was described by 
the labo r members o f the board 
as “ a series o f penalties and 
res tric tio ns  —  imposed a t a tim e  
when prices are con tinu ing  th e ir  
upw ard rise. The wage fo rm u la  
is in flex ib le , inequitab le  and un ­
w orkab le.”

OPPOSE W H O LE  PRO G RAM
The labor members made c lear 

th a t i t  was no t the wage-freeze 
alone w hich had aroused the 
resentm ent o f the w orkers . “ Th is 
is not a question o f an iso lated 
incident. O ur decision here cannot 
end m ust no t be in te rp re te d  
m ere ly as a pro test against an  
u n fa ir  and unworkable fo rm u la . . .  
T ha t fo rm u la  cu lm inated in  a 
whole series o f shocking develop­
ments w h ich we find insup­
portable. . . I t  is a sym ptom  o f 
unconcern fo r  the needs and w e l­
fa re  o f the p la in  people o f th is  
coun try .”

The B ig  Business-contro lled w a r 
m ob iliza tion  plans, the labor lead­
ers pointed out, a ffe c t “ no t on ly 
wages, bu t prices, taxes, re n t 
con tro l and housing.”

Though they did no t m ention 
T rum an ’s name in  th e ir  s ta te ­
m ent, the labo r board members 
attacked his whole domestic p ro ­
gram . “ The price s tab iliza tion  
program  is a cyn ica l hoax on the 
Am erican people,”  they stated.

P r io r  to  the labo r w ith d ra w a l 
from  W SB, the Jan. 31 U A W -C IO  
News L e tte r stated, “ The price  
con tro l order, freez ing  prices a t 
th e ir  h ighest levels, s im p ly  lega l­
izes the scandalous p ro fits  o f 
speculators and w a r p ro fitee rs .”

The tax  p rogram  was castigated 
as one which w i l l  “ raise a ll taxes 
in  such a m anner th a t people in  
the low er income brackets w i l l  
be forced to bear a ^ t i l l  heavier 
share o f the tax  burden.”

T A X  T H E  POOR
The CIO  Economic O utlook 

pointed out th a t a w o rke r w ith  a 
$70 weekly income would s u ffe r 
a tax  increase o f 45 per cent 

(Continued on page 3)

Labor Always Lost in White-House Alliance
By Joseph Keller

A ltho ug h  the un ion leaders 
won’t  adm it i t  pub lic ly , th e ir 
break w ith  the governm ent’s wage 
“ s ta b iliz a tio n ”  board is, in  e ffec t, 
a ru p tu re  o f the coa lition  between 
the labor bureaucracy and the 
T rum an Dem ocrats. T h is  rup tu re  
w il l  be mended i f  the union o f­
fic ia ls can possib ly e ffec t it .  But 
r ig h t now, in  p riva te  and in  union 
Circles they are b it te r ly  com ­
p la in ing  tha t T ru m a n  has “ be­
trayed ”  them, tha t he has “ be­
trayed ,”  above a ll, the policies 
o f Roosevelt. I f  Roosevelt were 
a live, they would have us be­
lieve, th ings  would be d iffe re n t 
and fo r  the bette r.

The whole w a r m ob iliza tion  p ro ­
gram  and a ll its  agencies o f eco­
nomic contro l arc in  the hands o f 
B ig  Business, they adm it today. 
Labor is being shu t out in ,  the 
cold. There is not one aspect o f 
governm ent po licy  —  no t one —  
w hich they do not condemn in  the 
sharpest term s.

B u t to contend th a t these are 
new policies, pecu lia r to the T ru ­

man ad m in is tra tion , is  to belie 
the s t i l l  v iv id  events o f recent 
h is to ry  —  the h is to ry  o f la bo r’s 
w a rtim e  coa litio n  w ith  T ru m a n ’s 
predecessor and ch ie f m entor, 
Roosevelt. E ve ry  po licy  o f T ru ­
man th a t the un ion leaders bewail 
o rig ina ted  w ith  the la te  “ g re a t 
fr ie n d  o f labo r.”

BIG B U S IN E S S  R U LE D
L e t us reca ll, f i r s t  o f a ll, th a t 

the po licy  o f p lac ing  B ig  Business 
in charge o f the w a r m ob iliza tion  
agencies was carried to the ex­
trem e by Roosevelt. I t  was the 
then Senator T rum an who sho rtly  
a fte r  Pearl H a rb o r released the 
devasta ting  re p o rt o f the Senate 
Defense Inve s tiga tio n  C om m it­
tee. This disclosed th a t the w a r 
production  set-up was con tro lled 
fro m  top to bottom  by “ do lla r-a - 
yea r”  men “ loaned”  to  the gov­
ernm ent by the b ig  corpora tions 
and th a t “ the defense p rogram  in  
a ll its  ram ifica tions m ust obta in  
the approval o f the la rge  com­
panies”  wh ich were m ak ing  “ s tag­
g e rin g  p ro f its ”  o u t o f th e ir  gov­
ernm ent connections.

F a r fro m  being a ll s k ittle s  and 
beer, the w a rtim e  coa lition  be­
tween the union leaders and 
Roosevelt was s tra ined to the 
h reaking p o in t tim e and again 
and was on ly preserved by the 
repeated ab ject cap itu la tion  o f 
the labor o ffic ia ldom , w ith  the 
notable exception o f John L. 
Lew is.

N E A R  R U P T U R E  IN  1941 
In  the s ix  m onths p r io r  to U.S. 

e n try  in to  the w a r on Dec. 7, 
1941, the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion  had engaged in  a series o f 
outrageous acts o f s trikeb rea k ing  
th a t a ll but shattered the coa li­
tion  ju s t two weeks before Pearl 
H arbor. B eg inn ing in  June w ith  
his use o f troops to d rive  the 
N o rth  Am erican A v ia tio n  Co. 
w orkers back to w ork  at the po in t 
o f bayonets, Roosevelt clim axed 
his drive  aga inst labor w ith  his 
a ttem p t to smash the “ cap tive”  
coal m ines s tr ik e  in  Nov. 1941. 
Th is led to the breakdown o f the 
N a tion a l Defense M edia tion Board 
and a nea r-ru p tu re  o f the labor- 
Roosevelt coa lition  th a t is  s t r ik ­

in g ly  analogous to the s itua tion  
p re va ilin g  today.

B u t P h ilip  M u rra y , W illia m  
Green —  and even Lew is  •— 
jum ped on the occasion o ffe red 
by Pearl H a rbo r to rush to Roose­
v e lt and v o lu n ta r ily  o f fe r  th e ir  
“ no -s trike  pledge”  and support 
o f a W ar Labor Board, thus re ­
cem enting the coa lition.

W A G E -F R E E Z E  P O LIC Y
W ith in  a few  months, however, 

the labo r leaders were com pla in­
in g  about Roosevelt’s moves to 
g ra d u a lly  in troduce a wage 
freeze. I l is  f ir s t  step was to ban 
prem ium  pay fo r  S aturdays, Sun­
days and holidays worked when 
these did no t cons titu te  the s ix th  
and seventh consecutive days of 
the w o rk  week.

In  M ay 1942, Roosevelt pe r­
sonally in tervened fo abrogate 
the escalator co s t-o f- liv in g  wage 
con tract o f the CIO sh ipyard 
w orkers. He to ld  them th a t “ the 
fu l l  percentage wage increase fo r 
which your contracts call, and to 
which, by the le tte r o f the law  
you are en titled , is  irreconcilab le

w ith  the na tiona l po licy to con­
tro l the cost o f liv in g .”  A nd  he
cu t in h a lf the am ount o f wage 
increase to w h ich they were 
en titled . T h is  is the precedent fo r  
nc lud ing the escalator clause con­
trac ts  o f the auto w orkers  in  the 
wage freeze p rogram  o f the in ­
du s try  and “ pu b lic ”  members o f 
T rum an ’s wage board.

In  J u ly  o f 1942, came Roose­
v e lt ’s “ L it t le  Steel F o rm u la ”  
which froze wages to  a fixed pe r­
centage increase over the ra tes 
on Jan. 1, 1941. T h is  was 15 per 
cent, o r one-th ird  the am ount o f 
the rise in  the cost o f liv in g . T h is  
is the precise p a tte rn  o f T ru ­
m an’s wage-freeze fo rm u la .

LA B O R  C R IS IS  IN  1943
In  the sum m er o f 1943, the 

U n ited  M ine W orkers  waged th e ir  
h is to ric  s trikes  th a t ripped a hole 
in the “ L i t t le  Steel F o rm u la .”  
The CIO and A F L  leaders howled 
against Lew is. B u t by  December 
25, more than 200,000 CIO  steel 
workers were in  a spontaneous 
s trike . A  m a jo r la bo r cris is  

(C ontinued on Page 4)
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The Hierarchy Invades Our Rights
By Art Preis

The A m erican h ie ra rch y  o f the 
Roman C atholic Church - State, 
one o f the m ost pow erfu l to ta l i­
ta r ia n  forces in  h is to ry  and fo r  
m ore than a 1,000 years an a rch­
enemy o f en lightenm ent and p ro­
gress, has scored a m a jo r v ic to ry  
in  its  d rive  to  impose its  c le rica l 
con tro l over a ll media o f educa­
tion , p u b lic ity  and propaganda in  
the U.S.

A t  the pub lic  command o f the 
V a tica n ’s Am erican proconsul 
C ard ina l Spellm an, the N ew  Y o rk  
S tate Board o f Regents has con­
demned as “ sacrileg ious”  the in ­
te rna tion a l p rize -w inn ing  film , 
“ The M irac le ,”  revoked the ex­
h ib ito r ’s license and banned its  
pub lic  show ing in  the  state.

T h is  act o f censorship a t the 
d ic ta te  o f the a u th o rita r ia n  head 
o f a re lig iou s  o rgan iza tion  —  and 
one ho ld ing  sway over a d is tinc t 
m in o r ity  in  bo th  New  Y o rk  state 
and c ity  —  clim axes a  tw o-m onth  
c o n flic t th a t has a ttrac ted  na­
tio n a l and in te rn a tio n a l a tten tion .

C a rd ina l Spellm an’s successful 
cam paign to  suppress “ The 
M ira c le ”  s trikes  a t  tra d itio n a l and 
fundam enta l p rinc ip les  o f A m e r­
ican dem ocracy —  freedom  o f 
speech and opin ion, freedom  o f 
re lig io n  and complete separation 
o f  church and state. I t  goes fa r  
beyond the fie ld  o fm o tio n  p ic tu res 
and the issue o f w he the r o r not 
the people sha ll have the r ig h t  to 
see films, free  o f C a tho lic  p ropa ­
ganda o r p resen ting  v iew s d if fe r ­
in g  fro m  those held by the p ries t- 
caste. B y  the same methods used 
in  the  case o f “ The M ira c le ,”  
C atholic h ie ra rch ica l con tro l and 
censorship can be —  and is being 
—  extended to  books and pub lica ­
tions, pub lic  lectures and fo rum s,

public lib ra r ie s  and pub lic  educa­
tion  and school curricu lum s.

VA TIC A N  AGENTS
The means employed to sup­

press “ The M ira c le ”  s ta r t lin g ly  
reveal how fa r  the V a tica n ’s 
agents have encroached on gov^ 
em inen t and po litics  in  th is  
coun try  and how vas t has grow n 
th e ir> power to in te rfe re  w ith  
freedom  o f tho ugh t and ideas, to 
regulate the mores and conduct 
o f the ove rw he lm ing ly  non- 
C atholic Am erican people and to 
impose on every sphere o f A m e r­
ican li fe  the p ries ts ’ u ltra -re a c ­
tio n a ry  p o lit ic a l, social, m ora l 
and re lig iou s  doctrines and 
dogmas.

“ The M irac le ,”  a h a lf-h o u r f ilm  
short, was made in  I ta ly  by  the 
noted d ire c to r Roberto Rossellin i. 
Anna M agnani in  the lead ing ro le  
gives a m onum ental perform ance. 
Produced in  1948, the  film  was 
approved by  the I ta lia n  Com­
m ission fo r  Showing* M o tio n  P ic ­
tures and the N a tion a l C inem a­
tog raph ic  In d u s try  Association o f 
I ta ly .  The In te rn a tio n a l E x ­
h ib it io n  o f C in e m a to g ra p h ic 'A rt 
a t Venice gave i t  an award.

In  th is  coun try , the N a tion a l 
Board o f Review  gave i t  the 
h ighest ra t in g . I t  was o r ig in a lly  
licensed in  M arch  1949 b y  the 
New Y o rk  state board o f censor­
ship, o ff ic ia lly  know n as the 
M otion  P ic tu re  D iv is ion  o f the 
S tate Education Departm ent, 
which is directed by  the Board 
o f Regents. L a s t Novem ber i t  
was licensed to its  present 
d is tr ib u to r, Joseph B u rs tyn , who 
began its  exh ib ition  la s t Dec. 12 
a t New  Y o rk  C ity ’s P aris  
Thea ter as p a r t  o f a t r i lo g y  of 
three sho rt film s jo in t ly  called, 
“ W ays o f Love.”

“ The M irac le ”  te lls  the  s to ry  
c f a lone ly, h a lf-c ra zy  shepherdess 
p i th  re lig ious  delusions who meets 
a s tranger whom  she believes to 
be S a in t Joseph, her special 
pa tron saint. The s tranger over­
comes the poor excited woman 
w ith  w ine and seduces her. When 
she learns she is pregnant, she 
believes she has been v is ited  w ith  
a m irac le  and procla im s i t  
p roud ly  in  the v illag e . The self- 
righ teous v illag e rs  mock, reVjle, 
sp it upon and ha lf-m ob her and 
d rive  her fro m  the v illag e . W ith  
her b irth -pa ngs  upon her, she 
clim bs in  te rr ib le  agony to  a 
deserted church on a m ounta in  
top and there, a ll alone, she gives 
b ir th .

The fina l closeup shows the 
m other’s face b e a u tifu lly  il lu m in ­
ed by a tra n s fig u rin g  love as she 
looks fo r  the f irs t  tim e  on the 
m irac le  o f hum an li fe  she has 
b ro ug h t fo r th . Thus, the  film  
sym bolizes the idea th a t a ll 
m otherhood and the crea tion  o f 
new li fe  is a m irac le . O n ly  m inds 
warped and depraved, however 
sup e rfic ia lly  garbed in  “ m o ra lity ”  
and “ C h ris tia n ity ,”  could find in  
th is  f ilm  an y th in g  bu t a pow erfu l, 
sincere, m oving  w o rk  o f a rt, 
im bued w ith  compassion and 
human sym pathy. 1

C A T H O L IC  W A R  V E T E R A N
On Dec. 23, a fte r  the p ic tu re  

had ru n  less tha n  tw o weeks at 
the P aris  Theater, the local 
License Com m issioner E dw ard T. 
M cC a ffrey , a fo rm e r na tiona l 
commander o f the C atho lic  W ar 
Veterans and an ig no ran t p o litica l 
hack o f the C atholic - dom inated 
m achine th a t contro ls  the c ity  
governm ent, ordered the P aris  
Theater, under th re a t o f revoca­
tion  o f its  opera ting  license, to

C A R D IN A L  S P E L L M A N

m m ediate ly  d iscontinue the show­
in g  o f “ The M irac le ,”  which he 
said he found  to be “ both o f­
f ic ia lly  and persona lly  b las­
phemous.”

A  storm  o f p ro tes t assailed th is  
“ one-man censorship.”  The A m e r­
ican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion offe red 
legal counsel to  f ig h t  the ban and 
its  N a tio n a l Council on Freedom 
fro m  Censorship, headed by p la y ­
w r ig h t  E lm e r Rice,- condemned 
M cC a ffre y ’s action. M ost o f the 
New  Y o rk  da ilies w ro te  heated 
ed ito ria ls  and P ro tes tan t m in is ­
te rs  and Jew ish rabbis, represent­
in g  the 'g re a t m a jo r ity  o f New 
Y o rk ’s church members, defended 
the film  on re lig iou s  grounds. On 
an appeal aga inst the censorship, 
S tate Supreme C ourt Justice A ron  
S teuer g ran ted  a tem po ra ry  in ­
ju n c tio n  s tay in g  M cC a ffre y ’s ban 
on the lega l p o in t th a t the License 
Com m issioner had no censorship 
powers.

Then i t  was revealed th a t th is 
was not s im p ly , as L ife  magazine 
w ro te , “ a s tr ik in g  example of 
how m in o r bureaucrats can find  
ways to  establish th e ir  personal 
pre judices as law .”  M cC a ffe ry  
was ju s t a too l which the C atholic 
h ie ra rchy was su rre p titio u s ly  
using. The “ one-man censorship”  
was being exercised by no less 
than C ard ina l Spellman him self.

C A R D IN A L  S P E L L M A N
He issued a statem ent, read at 

a ll masses in  S t. P a tr ic k ’s 
Cathedral, ca llin g  "T he  M ira c le ”  
a “ vic ious in s u lt to Ita lia n  wom an­
hood”  and a “ despicable a ffro n t 
to every C h ris tian .”  He said, “ We 
believe in  m iracles. T h is  p ic tu re  
rid icu les th a t be lie f.”  He ordered 
a ll Catholics in  New  Y o rk  and 
in the whole cou n try  to boycott 
the p ic tu re . A u x il ia ry  Bishop 
Joseph F . F la n n e lly , cathedral 
ad m in is tra to r, announced th a t a 
cam paign w ou ld  be sta rted  to 
“ s treng then”  the state censorship 
laws in co n fo rm ity  w ith  Catholic 
views.

On the a fte rnoon o f Spellm an’s 
announcement h is sV rm -troop e rs  
o f the C atholic W a r Veterans 
began a blockade o f the New 
Y o rk  P aris  Thea te r entrance and 
n ig h tly  th e re a fte r tr ie d  to in ­
tim id a te  the a te r - goers fro m  
seeing the “ The M irac le .”  Spell­
m an’s C ity  H a ll m in ions sent 
th e ir  C atholic police to  “ preserve 
law  and order,”  wh ich included 
the a rre s t o f fo u r  counter­
p ickets p ro te s ting  censorship and 
the evacuation o f the thea te r in 
the m idst o f a crowded show ing 
to “ search fo r  a bomb.”  C atholic 
fire  departm ent o ffic ia ls  sud­
denly discovered v io la tions  o f 
sa fe ty  ordinances and the pay ing  
o f “ g ra tu it ie s ”  to fire  inspectors

Britishi(Labor Regime Nationalizes Steel
By Paul G. Stevens

The na tion a liza tio n  o f the  
B r it is h  steel in d u s try  w ent in to  
e ffe c t Thursday, Feb. 16, when 
80 o f the la rges t iro n  and steel 
firm s  out o f a to ta l o f a ltoge ther 
500 turned over th e ir  assets to  
the governm ent’s Iro n  and Steel 
C orpora tion .

A b o u t 300,000 o f the h a lf  m il­
lio n  steel w o rkers  w i l l  be a ffe c t­
ed. F o rm e r owners o f the na­
tiona lized  concerns and share- 
bb lders in  some 150 subsid iaries 
owned by  them  w i l l  be com­
pensated by governm ent - g u a r­
anteed steel stock pa y in g  a 3% 
pe r cent dividend.

C A P IT A L IS T  O P P O S IT IO N
'C on tra ry  to  previous na tio n a l­

iza tion  measures, the Steel A c t 
was subjected to sustained a ttack 
by  the c a p ita lis t class fo r  over 
tw o  years before go ing in to  
e ffec t. The steel magnates f irs t  
m obilized the antiquated House 
o f Lords —  w h ich had held a 
tw o -ye a r veto r ig h t  —  to obstruct 
its  passage in to  la w  in  Novem ber 
1949, so th a t the  Labor G overn­
m ent, fo r  a ll its  t im id ity ,  had to 
take measures in  pa rlia m en t to 
fu r th e r  cu t down the powers o f 
the rea c tion a ry  upper chamber.

Toge ther w ith  the rest o f the 
cap ita lis ts , the owners o f heavy 
in d u s try  then staked a ll on he lp­
in g  the Tories w in  the  elections 
o f Feb. 1950, in  o rder to ge t the 
la w  repealed. W hen the Labor 
p a r ty  squeezed th rough  to  power 
once more by  a na rrow  m arg in , 
they le f t  ho stone un turned to 
fo rce  a coa lition  upon it ,  bank­
in g  he av ily  upon the r ig h t  w in g  
o f the  Trade U n ion  Congress, 
which in e ffe c t maneuvered to 
postpone na tion a liza tio n  a t the 
annual conference la s t September.

W ith  C h urch ill lead ing the 
s trugg le  fo r  them  on the p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  plane, the  Conservatives 
fo u g h t doggedly to  the la s t 
m om ent, hop ing to catch the sm all 
La bo r m a jo r ity  o ff-g u a rd  in  order 
to  o ve rth ro w  the governm ent and 
thus stave o f f  actual im p lem enta­
t io n  o f the measure. N o w  th a t 
steel na tiona liza tion  is a fac t, the 
steel barons have g ru d g in g ly  con­
sented to  be content w ith  th e ir  
3% pe r cent dividends “ in the 
na tiona l in te rest,”  b u t continue to 
re fuse  to  serve on the govern­
m en t board m anag ing the in ­
dustry .

C A P IT A L IS T  S T A K E
W h y  have the B r it is h  ca p ita l­

is ts  carried  on such a fierce s tru g ­
gle  to  p reven t the  na tiona liza tion  
o f steel ? A nd w h y  have the weak- 
kneed, class co llabo ra tion is t lead­
ers o f the Labo r P a rty  stood th e ir  
ground on th is  issue, despite the 

■tremendous pressure exerted upon 
them ? To understand the answers 
to  these questions i t  is necessary 
to  take in to  v ie w  the present 
re la tio nsh ip  o f forces between the 
w o rk in g  class and the cap ita lis ts  
as w e ll as the c ruc ia l im portance 
o f  steel in  the B r it is h  economy.

W hen the La bo r governm ent, 
a f te r  its  g re a t v ic to ry  in  the  1945 
election, proceeded to nationalize 
coal, the ra ilroads  and the pub lic

u t il it ie s , there was h a rd ly  more 
than token opposition fro m  the 
ca p ita lis t ru l in g  class. F o r these 
industries  had long ceased to  be 
p ro fitab le  enterprises; the y  had 
been m ulcted to the  f u l l  by  th e ir  
owners and a renewal o f th e ir  
ea rn ing  powers required a re ­
organ iza tion  and investm ent fa r  
beyond the powers o f the  in ­
d iv idua l owners o r any com bina­
tion  o f them. The governm ent’s 
g ra n t o f . , p e r  cent dividends 
was pure g ra v y  fo r  them.

N o t so w ith  steel. The g row th  
o f arm am ent production had 
assured th is  in d u s try  o f constantly  
g ro w in g  p ro fits  and encouraged 
renew al o f equipm ent and re ­
investm ent, so th a t o f a ll B r it is h  
industries, the  steel in d u s try  was 
the m ost m odernized and the most 
pro fitab le . F u rthe rm o re , as long 
as th e ir  g r ip  on steel remained 
un im paired, the cap ita lis ts  could 
m a in ta in  essentia l i f  in d ire c t 
con tro l o f the  re s t o f heavy in ­
du s try , regard less o f the na­
tiona liza tions, by  m a n ip u la ting  
th is  basic p roduct to s u it th e ir  
ends.

■Nationalization o f steel con­
sequently m eant no t on ly a con­
siderable and im m ediate reduc­
tion  in  p ro fits  w h ich  - had con­
tinued to  be fabu lous fo r  more 
than fifte en  years; i t  also signified 
de p riv in g  the cap ita lis ts  o f the 
m a jo r in d u s tria l lever le f t  in  th e ir  
hands fo r  con tro l o f the na tion ’s 
economy.

T h a t is w hy the B r it is n  ca p ita l­
is ts  have fo u g h t so tenaciously on 
th is  issue. In  fa c t, th a t is  w hy 
they s t i l l  refuse to reconcile them ­
selves to  th is  loss. F o r, as 
W inston C h urch ill declared in  the 
la s t pa rlia m e n ta ry  debate, a l­
though the Tories do no t in tend 
to repeal any o f the other 
na tiona liza tions  i f  they re tu rn  to 
power, the y  are pledged to 
denationalize steel a t once.

PRESSURE ON LA B O R  P A R T Y
On la bo r’s side the significance 

o f steel na tiona liza tion  aroused 
an equal degree o f class con­
sciousness. A s the Labo r P a rty  
pub lic is ts  themselves have made 
clear, steel has been regarded by 
the ra n k  and file  as a tes t o f the 
seriousness o f the whole n a tion a l­
iza tion  p rogram  and a re tre a t on 
th is  issue by the leaders would 
have been considered no th ing  
sho rt o f a be traya l. F o r  w h a t is 
the purpose o f  a l l the  na tiona l­
iza tions i f  no t planned na tiona l 
p roduction to  replace the ca p ita l­
is t  chaos? A nd how  is  planned 
production possible i f  the y  key 
in d u s try  rem ains in  the hands of 
p r iva te  cap ita l ?

The Labor leadership was thus 
on the spot. Beside the social 
re fo rm s, they had no th ing  to  o ffe r 
the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class b u t con­
tinued a u s te rity  and the prospect 
o f a T h ird  W orld  W a r on the side 
o f inc reas ing ly  unpopu la r A m e r­
ican cap ita lism . The w orkers were

beg inn ing to show th e ir  res tive - 
r.ess by fo rc in g  th rough  action 
to l i f t  the wage freeze a t the la s t 
Trade U n ion  Congress, by a 
g ro w in g  num ber o f w ild c a t 
s trikes —• the la te s t o f which, 
among the dockers, was spread­
ing  even as the la s t vote on steel 
was be ing taken —  as w e ll as by 
active ag ita tio n  aga inst the tie - 
up w ith  W ash ing ton in  fo re ign  
po licy.

The w o rke rs ’ de term ination  to  
le s is i cap ita lism  was indicated by  
th e ir  rem arkab le tu rn o u t in  the 
1950 elections, when b y  th e ir  in ­
creased m a jo ritie s  in  in d u s tr ia l 
d is tr ic ts  they o ffs e t the sw ing o f 
the m iddle class to  the Tories and 
thus enabled the Labor p a rty  to  
squeeze th rough .

A l l  these signs pointed on ly  to  
a g re a t in tens ifica tion  o f the class 
s tru g g le  and the by-passing o f 
the present leadership, in  case o f 
any pa tent be traya l. Thus, the 
very  least the Labor governm ent 
could do under the circumstances 
was to  g o , th rough , w ith  the 
promised steel na tiona liza tion . 
Indeed, C h u rch ill and the in ­
d u s tria lis ts  have lost no op­
p o rtu n ity  to  “ accuse”  P rim e 
M in is te r Clement A ttle e  .and his 
governm ent o f be ing “ prisoners”  
o f the L e ft  W in g  o f th e ir  p a rty , 
o f ac ting  on steel in  o rder to 
le ta in  th e ir  fo llo w in g  on fo re ign  
po licy and on the defense program  
(lo w in g  fro m  it .

The na tion a liza tio n  o f steel

m ust thus be considered no t 
m ere ly  as ju s t another na tion a l­
ization measure, bu t as a tu rn in g  
p o in t in  th e  class s tru g g le  under 
the conditions p reva len t in  G reat 
B r ita in . A ccord ing to  a  d ispatch 
to the N . Y . T im es, among the 
c u rre n t fears o f the steel m asters 
“ the f irs t  is th a t trade  un ion o r 
le f t  w in g  soc ia lis t elements . . 
w i l l  force th e ir  w ay  in to  m an­
ageria l levels”  and “ second . . 
th a t the longer the Labor p a r ty  
rem ains in  o ffice the ha rde r i t  
w i l l  be to denationalize o r sell 
the in d u s try  back to  p r iv a te  in ­
vestors.”  The tactics o f the 
cap ita lis ts , consequently, w i l l  ob­
v ious ly  be directed to  a lla y  these 
fears.

The w orkers, on the o ther hand, 
r ig h t ly  considering steel na tio n a l­
iz a tio n  as a v ic to ry  —  com ing as 
i t  does despite the  tremendous 
pressure o f the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  
as w e ll as th e ir  W a ll S treet 
a llies  —  w i l l  increase th e ir  own 
pressure upon the leadership. 
N ex t step fo r  B r it is h  w orkers 
w ill be a fig h t fo r  w orkers m an­
agement o f the nationalized in ­
dustries, fo r  a m ora to rium  on the 
compensation o f fo rm e r owners 
fo r  w orkers ’ con tro l over a ll 
rem a in ing  p r iv a te  enterprise, fo r  
e ffec tive  planned production not 
fo r  w ar as pa rtners  o f A m erican 
cap ita lism  —  b u t fo r  peace as 
partners o f the colon ia l peoples 
th row in g  o f f  the yoke o f im p e r ia l­
ism .

Italian Stalinism Torn by Crisis
By Charles Hanley

Two C om m unist m embers o f 
the Ita lia n  P arliam ent, as w e ll 
as several o ther personalities 
have le f t  the S ta lin is t p a r ty  be­
cause the y  disagree w ith  its  com­
plete subservience to  the  K rem lin .

Do they represent a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  o r a ce n tris t tendency, or 
a r ig h t  w in g  g ro up ing ?  K  is ye t 
too e a rly  to answer th is  question; 
we on ly  know  th a t they ask fo r  
the independence o f the Ita lia n  
Com m unist m ovem ent fro m  M os­
cow’s in te rfe rence  and d ic ta to r­
ship, and th a t th e y  declare them ­
selves aga inst the  Ita lia n  bo u r­
geoisie’s A t la n t ic  Pact po licy .

In  any case, i t  would be a m is ­
take to  s im p ly  ca ll them a R ig h t 
W ing  group in s o fa r as even cen­
tr is ts  are not to  the r ig h t  o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy; fo r  S ta lin ­
ism  is  a rea c tiona ry , u tte r ly  
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  force inside 
the labo r movement. I t  rem ains to 
be seen in  which d irec tion  these 
d iss ident S ta lin is ts  w i l l  develop, 
and w hether the y  w il l  fo llo w  the 
encouraging exam ple o f th e ir  
German comrades w ho have 
^dopted a revo lu tiona ry  p la tfo rm  
and p o litica l s tra teg y .

H IS T O R Y  O F IT A L IA N  CP
The Com m unist P a rty  o f I ta ly  

is the b iggest outside the Soviet 
U n ion, b u t no t qu ite  as solid as 
the French CP w h ich  has a p a r­
t ic u la r ly  w e ll organized ne tw ork  
o f p a r ty  veterans. So fa r ,  these 
F rench p a r ty  veterans have p a r­
tic ip a ted  in  every tu rn  ordered

by the bureaucracy and enforced 
a s tr ic t  d isc ip line  in  the rank-and- 
file , w h ile  the Ita lia n  CP had to 
fo rm  num erous new local cadres 
in 1943 a fte r  21 years o f fasc is t 
d ic ta to rsh ip  and is no t as homo­
geneous as the F rench organ iza­
tion .

T o g lia tt i (who is now under 
trea tm e n t in  Moscow, w ith  h is 
F rench colleague Thorez, fo r  
some m ysterious illness) did no t 
e n tire ly  succeed in hardening the 
S ta lin is t mass p a r ty  in to  a com­
p le te ly  m ono lith ic  b lock. A  few  
years ago a lready the  fam ous 
nove lis t E lio  V it to r in i c ritic ized 
T o g lia tt i ’s po licy. O ther m ilita n ts  
broke aw ay fro m  S ta lin ism  in 
recent years under the in fluence 
o f the Y ugos lav question.

The o rig in a to rs  o f  the newest 
s p lit, the deputies M agnani and 
Cucchi (w ho  rem ain members o f 
P a rlia m e n t), also sym path ize w ith  
Y ugos lav ia : M agnani, o rgan izer 
o f the C om m unist strongho ld  Reg­
gio  E m ilia  (67,000 p a rty  m em ­
bers) a fte r  1945, was a pa rtisan  
in  M arsha l T ito ’s a rm y  d u rin g  
the w ar. D octor Cucchi was active 
in  the Ita lia n  resistance move­
ment. O n ly a sho rt tim e  ago he 
v is ited  the  Soviet U n ion  w ith  a 
group o f in te llec tua ls .

NUMEROUS §PLITS
S plits  and the creation o f new 

pa rties  have been num erous in  
the Ita lia n  labo r movem ent since 
1945 and are no t lim ite d  to  the 
Communists. There are, f o r  in ­
stance, no t less tha n  three “ socia l­

is t”  pa rtie s : one p ro -S ta lin is t 
tP S I) ,  one cen tris t (P S U ), one 
social-dem ocratic and re fo rm is t 
(P S L I) .  There also e x is t a t least 
tw o u ltra  - le f t is t  pa rties. And, 
o f course, the Ita lia n  section o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l (T ro t­
sky is ts ) whose in fluence, accord­
in g  to  the Rome correspondent o f 
the N . Y . T im es (F eb .' 2 ), has 
g row n  considerably in  several b ig  
cities.

The T ro tsky is ts  are the van­
guard o f the Ita lia n  labo r move­
m ent. The present d isun ity  o f the 
Ita lia n  p ro le ta r ia t derives from  
a process o f c la rifica tio n  and 
searching, fro m  the long ing  fo r  a 
socia lis t re b ir th ; and in  th is  case 
is an expression o f ideological 
live liness, o f p o lit ic a l v ita l i ty  
ra th e r than a sign o f in te rn a l 
weakness.

— a standard practice in a ll 
theaters i f  they  w a n t to  stay 
open. A  steady cam paign of 
harassm ent th rough  the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n  was unleashed.

A ga in s t th is , the N e w -'Y o rk  
F ilm  C ritics  dem onstrated the ir 
p ro tes t by g ra n tin g  “ The M ira c le ”  
th e ir  aw ard as the best fo re ign  
film  o f the year, a lthough they 
had to  sw itch the aw ard ceremony 
from  Radio C ity  M usic H a ll to a 
p riva te  location because o f S pe ll­
m an’s th rea ts  o f a C atholic 
dem onstration and boycott o f the 
theater. Scores o f re lig ious lead­
ers o f o the r denom inations called 
on the Board o f TRegents, which 
was scheduled to  rev iew  the p ic ­
tu re , no t to  bow to Spellm an’s 
censorship demand. B lock - long 
crowds queued up n ig h tly  to see 
the p ic tu re  in  defiance o f  the 
beefy pries t-led  hoodlums, some 
o f them  probab ly  pa rtic ip a n ts  in 
the mob assault led by the 
C atholic W a r Veterans and other 
fasc is ts  th a t in ju re d  several 
hundred persons a t the Peekskill, 
N. Y ., concert o f P au l Robeson.’

BOW  TO C A R D IN A L ’S 
PRESSURE

B u t the Board o f Regents, 
m a in ly  pro fessional po litic ian s  
and businessmen, d id  no t dare to 
de fy the C a rd ina l’s power o f 
boycott, b lackm a il, slander and 
pressure. On Feb. 16, they took 
re fuge behind a vague clause in 
the censorship la w  and m eekly 
bowed to the C a rd in a l’s edict. 
The P aris  Thea te r p ro m p tly  can­
celled the show ing o f “ The 
M irac le ,”  b u t announced i t  would 
appeal to  the sta te  courts.

W ith  th is  v ic to ry , the  Catholic 
h ie ra rchy is push ing a cam paign 
against o ther film s . A t  A lbany , 
N . Y ., the police, on the  s o lic ita ­
tio n  o f the C atholic clerics, 
stopped the show ing o f “ B itte r  
Rice,”  a f ilm  dep ic ting  the con­
d itions among exp lo ited women 
rice  w orkers in  N o rth e rn  I ta ly .  
T hrea ts  by the K n ig h ts  o f 
Columbus forced a Queens thea te r 
owner to  discontinue presentation 
o f the g re a t tra g ic  f ilm  o f poverty  
and unem ploym ent in  I ta ly ,  “ The 
B icycle T h ie f.”  O ther ou tstand­
in g  fo re ign  film s are threatened 
w ith  C atholic boycott and censor­
ship.

I f  C atholic censorship seems to 
be p lac ing d isc rim in a to ry  em­
phasis on fo re ig n  film s, th a t is  
in ly  because H o llyw ood ’s products 
•are a lready subject, to  pow erfu l 
C a tho lic  censorship a t the source. 
No p ic tu re  can be released which 
does no t conform  to  C atholic 
views on m arriage  and m ora ls, 
divorce, sex and love, re lig ion , 
etc. The A m erican f ilm  in d u s try ’s 
P roduction Code was w r it te n  by 
the ag g re ls ive  Jesu it w r ite r , 
F a th e r D anie l Lo rd , and the 
P roduction A d m in is tra to r, Joseph 
I.  Breen, is a p ra c tic in g  Catholic, 
T h is  m ay exp la in  w h y  Am erican 
film s abound in  “ m o ra l”  scenes 
o f sadistic violence and b ru ta lity  
and suggestive h ig h lig h tin g  of 
fem ale legs and busts, w h ile  they 
present such a perverted and 
fa lse  p ic tu re  o f rea l life .

S P E A R H E A D  O F W IT C H -H U N T
E ve r since the V a tican  and its  

C atholic p o lit ic a l pa rties  became 
the ch ie f m a instay o f cap ita lis t 
reaction in  W estern Europe, the 
A m erican C atholic h ie ra rch y  has 
reached ou t m ore openly and 
b razen ly  fo r  pow er and contro l 
in  th is  country . I t  has become 
one o f the m ain spearheads o f the 
w itch -h u n t aga inst “ communism 
—  th a t is, a n y th in g  th a t has the 
s ligh te s t vestige o f libe ra lism .

Spellman had to  proceed more 
s ly ly  fo r  a w h ile  a fte r  he was 
w id e ly  reb u ffed  fo r  h is break ing  
o f the C a lva ry  Cem etery w orkers 
s tr ik e  and h is  slanderous a ttack 
on M rs. E leanor Roosevelt fo r  her 
opposition to the use o f public 
funds fo r  paroch ia l schools. B ut 
w ith  the success o f his cam paigns 
to  secure U . S. recogn ition  fo r  
Fascist Spain and to  block the 
federa l aid to  nub lic  education b ill.  
Spellman has become emboldened

A m erican cap ita lism  has turned 
to  the V a tican  as its  m ost pow er­
fu l a l ly  in  the preserva tion  o f the 
degenerated system o f w orld  
cap ita lism . The increasing in ­
fluence and pow er o f the A m e r­
ican C atholic h ie ra rch y  represent 
no t its  own g ro w th  b u t the con­
cessions granted i t  by  the A m e r­
ican ru l in g  class, p redom inan tly  
non-Catholic, fo r  “ services ren ­
dered.”  Thus, H e rb e rt B ayard 
Swope, one o f A m erica ’s lead ing 
cap ita lis ts  and a P ro testan t, 
recen tly  declared: “ The V atican 
is in  our f irs t  lin e  o f defense, an 
enorm ously p o w e rfu l agent in 
f ig h tin g  the K re m lin . A ny de te ri­
o ra tion  o f its  s treng th  would be 
weighted w ith  grave conse­
quences.”  In  th is  sentim ent o f 
A m e r i c a n  im peria lism  and 
th rough  its  support, lies the 
source o f expanding C atholic 
h ie ra rch ica l power over the 
lib e rtie s  o f the A m erican people.

By Reba Aubrey 
Fund Campaign Manager

This week we received the largest total payment 
since the Socialist . Workers Party launched its $18,000 
Organization, Press and Defense fund seven weeks ago. 
Fourteen branches sent in $1,517.^
The scoreboard th rough  Feb. 20 
shows a na tiona l to ta l o f §9,406 
or 52 per cent o f the to ta l am ount 
assigned fo r  the three - m onth 
cam paign. A t  th is  p o in t the cam­
pa ign is ju s t  2 per cent behind 
schedule. T h a t’s p re tty  close.

P ittsb u rg h  branch h i t  the 100 
per cent m ark  th is  week and now 
shares top  honors w ith  Youngs­
tow n. P ittsb u rg h  isn ’ t  th rough 
yet, according to  Comrade C arl.

There was considerable score- 
board jo ckey in g  th is  wpekj. St.
Pau l-M inneapolis moved in to  th ird  
place. A  §211 paym ent gives them 
73 per cent o f th e ir  §1,000 quota.
“ Despite the ra ilroa d  s tr ik e  w h ich 
h it  m any o f our people,”  says 
Grace Carlson, “ we had a ve ry  
g ra t ify in g  num ber o f paym ents 
on pledges. The fine coverage 
which The M il ita n t  gave the 
Sw itchm en’s s tr ik e  —  especially 
the g raph ic  p o rtra y a l o f the T ru ­
man sell - ou t which the G rey 
cartoon (Feb. 12 issue) illu s tra te d  
— helped to insp ire  ra ilroa d  w o rk ­
ers to  con tribu te  to the Fund .”

B u ffa lo  and N ew ark  branches 
are run n ing  neck and neck in 
fo u rth  place w ith  69 per cent.

New  Haven gained one place 
on the* scoreboard, ty in g  New 
Y o rk  fo r  f i f th  place w ith  61 per 
cent.

M ilw aukee chalked u p  a b ig  
ga in  d u rin g  the week —  37 to  58 
per cent. Comrade George reports  
th a t the branch scheduled two 
socials w ith  proceeds earm arked 
fo r  the fund. “ The f irs t  one was 
our M a rd i Gras Social —  a 
financia l and social success. We

have a lready planned the second 
one fo r  S t. P a tr ic k ’s day. W e 
are determ ined to  appropria te  
these good ho lidays fo r  our own 
purposes.”

The above are the on-schedule 
branches, b u t others gained 
ground d u rin g  the week. Boston 
sent in  §40, m ak ing  49 pe r cent 
o f th e ir  quota. C leveland’s pay­
m ent o f §44 boosted them  fro m  
27 to  41 per cent. Chicago’s §65 
check raised th e ir  percentage 
to 40.

T h is  note fro m  C lara Kaye ac­
companied Seattle ’s §25 paym en t: 
“ I  know  w e’re s t i l l  behind sched­
ule, b u t we are ca tch ing up. M any 
o f the com rades have been h i t  by 
illness and haven’t  been able to  
w o rk  so paym ents have been 
te m p o ra rily  slowed uip. They w i l l  
be made up in  the ne x t few  
weeks.”

A k ro n  moved ahead fo u r  places 
on the  scoreboard. “ We are t ry in g  
ve ry  hard  to  meet ou r quota,”  
says Comrade Doris, “ bu t i t  is  
d iff ic u lt .  One o f ou r people has 
been unem ployed; another is 
being la id  o f f  th is  week.”

D e tro it is s tead ily  ga in in g  
ground- T h e ir §126 paym ent gives 
them  $618 paid to date —  35 per 
cent.

Los Angeles took a §200 leap 
closer to th e ir  §2,600 goal.

The cam paign has passed the 
h a lf-w a y  m ark. Those branches 
below 50 per cent w i l l  have to  do 
some fa s t stepp ing in  the las t 
h a lf  to  catch up and fin ish  100 
per cent by  the cam paign dead­
line, M arch  31.

$18,000 FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent
Youngstown § 500 $ 500 100
P ittsbu rgh 150 150 100
St. P au l-M inneapo lis "' i ‘ •“ :'■ 1,000 733 73
B u ffa lo 1,000 686 69
N e w ark 700 . 483 69
New  Haven 300 61 61
New  Y o rk 5,000 3,043 61
M ilw aukee 150 80 53
Boston ■550 269 49
P h ilade lph ia 600 271 46
■Flint 375 159 42
Cleveland 300 124 41
Chicago 700 281 40
Seattle 400 146 37
Oakland 250 90 36
Toledo 50 18 36
A k ro n 150 52 35
D e tro it 1,750 618 35
Los Angeles 2,600 895 34
A llen to w n 75 25 33
San Francisco 1,500 450 30
S t. Louis 100 20 20
W est V irg in ia 25 0 0
General 252 —

T o ta l th rough  Feb. 20 $18,000 §9,406 52

Ruth D. and H aro ld  R. o f New 
Y o rk  made a good score se lling  
door to door in  H arlem  Sunday.

In  less than an hour 
they sold 23 M i l i ­

t a n ts .  The New  Y o rk  
Y ou th  make i t  a 
p o in t to be on hand 
w ith  The M il ita n t.  
A m erica ’s ' lead ing 
soc ia lis t weekly, and 
w ith  F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l, theore tica l 
m agazine o f A m e r­
ican T r o t s k y i s m ,  
w herever they  find 

serious students. E ncourag ing 
sales were made a t a student con­
ference fo r  c iv il r ig h ts , a t New 
Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity , and a t one o f 
the h igh schools th is  week.

One M il ita n t  was sold to a 
ta x i d r iv e r who was c ru is ing  by 
and, n o tic in g  a M il ita n t  sales­
man, asked to  see the paper. A  
student on one o f the campuses 
has several re g u la r customers to 
whom he b rin g s  The M il ita n t  
each week. L a s t week he sold 11 
M ilita n ts , fo u r  F I ’s, and one sub­
scrip tion  to the paper to  students 
he approached in  class o r in  the 
cafe teria .

A  ra ilro a d  w o rke r o f M innesota
sent fo r  100 copies o f the Jan. 
29 issue exposing Am erican 
a troc ities  in  Korea fo r  d is tr ib u ­
tion  to  frien ds  and enclosed §5 
as a donation. “ You w i l l  no te,”  
he w rite s , “ th a t d ic ta to r o r w ould- 
be d ic ta to r H a rry  T rum an has 
v ir tu a lly  placed m illio n s  o f r a i l ­
road w orkers  in  a ‘slave labo r 
cam p’ by  o rde ring  them to  w o rk  
o r lose th e ir  jobs, the ve ry  th in g  
he condemns in  d ic ta to r S ta lin . 
T h is  is  another good and s u f­

fic ien t va lid  reason w hy he should 
be impeached fo r th w ith .”

B. K . o f C leveland w ants  “ to 
com plim ent the ed ito r and w rite rs  
o f The M il ita n t  fo r  the f ir s t  ra te  
Jan. 29 issue. D evo ting  th is  issue 
to the Korean w a r as w e ll as 
lis t in g  im p e ria lis t a troc ities  as 
com m entaries by reporte rs  in th a t 
devastated cou n try  is h it t in g  the 
b u ll’s eye —  w h a t is  upperm ost 
in m ost m inds today.

“ A n  in fo rm a l po ll taken a t m y 
p lan t la s t week revealed, in  a 
sm all way, the tu rn  o f though t 
since the U.S. invasion o f Korea. 
The question asked by one' o f the 
w orkers  in  one departm ent o f th is  
U .AAV. p lan t w as: ‘Should we 
get out o f Korea . . . yes o r n o ? ’ 
T h irteen  voted yes —  in  fa vo r o f 
g e ttin g  out im m ed ia te ly . F ive  
voted no.
. “  ‘ I  suppose i t ’s ju s t a co in­

cidence,’ noted the po lls te r, ‘th a t 
the five vo tin g  no a ll had la rge  
m ortgages on th e ir  hom es!’ ”

M . G. o f New Y o rk  renewed 
his subscrip tion  th is  week w ith  
the comment, “ I t ’s a pleasure to 
subscribe to the on ly  th in k in g  
socia list paper in the co u n try !”
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A  Program for Labor's Crisis
The belated resignation of the labor 

members from the Wage Stabilization 
Board was an act of self-preservation. 
They could no longer stifle the mounting 
anger of the workers against the op­
pressive burdens of war mobilization.

The union leadership’s blast against 
the Truman-Big Business alliance mere­
ly put into headlines what every worker 
knows: war profiteers are running wild 
and trampling labor underfoot. The ques­
tion is: what to do?

The break with the board was a step 
in the right direction. Formation of the 
United Labor Policy Committee is a nec­
essary move toward labor unity against 
the government-Big Business offensive.

But the union bureaucracy has done 
little, so far to indicate they plan a sus­
tained struggle to defend labor. On the 
contrary they are meeting in secret con­
fabs with government officials trying to 
negotiate a few face-saving concessions 
in exchange for patching up the coalition 
with Truman.

Appointment of a union official to ad­
minister top policy will not protect the 
workers when the policies themselves are 
wrong; an increase of a couple of percent­
age points will not make the'wage freeze 
itself more just.

To wage a real figh t against “ Big Busi­
ness domination”  of the War Mobiliza­
tion set-up, the United Labor Policy 
Committee should summon a conference 

*of rank and file delegates from all local 
unions, AFL, CIO and independent. Such 
a democratically chosen and truly repre­
sentative Congress of Labor would check 
the Truman-Wilson anti-labor drive.

Workers at such a mass Congress 
would undoubtedly adopt a program of 
action along these lines:

1. Withdraw all labor representatives 
from governmental commissions.

2. No wage freeze. *
3. An escalator cost-of-living clause 

for all workers.
4. Tax the rich instead of the poor.
5. Confiscate all war profits.
6. Nationalize all war industries. Op­

erate them with democratically elected 
committees' of workers. _

7. A strong FEPC anti-discrimination 
law.

8. Genuine price control policed by 
committees of housewives, trade union­
ists, farmers and small businessmen.

9. No more trust in the two old capi­
talist parties! Organize labor’s own poli­
tical party to figh t for these demands 
on the political field.

O p e ra tio n  S laughter
The press reports that the military 

objective of the U.S. Army in Korea has 
changed. MacArthur is “ no longer in­
terested in attempting to seize or hold 
any particular territory.”  His prime ob­
jective now is to k ill as many Chinese 
as possible. Thus the original policy of 
“ freeing” Korea by restoring the cor­
rupt and reactionary Syngman Rhee re­
gime and extending its control over all 
Korea has been discarded as impossible 
of achievement and the prime objective 
today is — killing.

As a British observer remarked of thfe 
recent U.S. Qffensive on Seoul: “ Gen- 
Ridgway’s interests are homicidal not 
geographic.”

The American people have never been 
consulted about Korea. Truman’s, “ police 
action”  was taken without consultation 
of Congress, let alone the consent of the 
people. The great desire of the people, 
shown by the grass roots protests and 
by newspaper polls, to withdraw all U.S. 
forces from Korea has been disregarded. 
Nor can the American people be held re­
sponsible for the now proclaimed objec­
tive of mass murder in Korea. The guilt 
rests squarely on the U.S. imperialists.

Not only do the American people de­

rive no satisfaction from the enthusiastic 
newspaper descriptions of great slaughter 
of Asian people but they know their own 
sons are also being slaughtered.

Early this month total casualties for 
both sides in Korea were announced as 
1,300,000. More civilians were killed than 
soldiers. U.S. casualties alone have 
reached the 50,000 figure. The Penta­
gon declares it  will send 15,000 boys a 
month to Korea as replacements. And 
the end is nowhere in sight. The gen­
erals figure that as long as replacements 
hold out they can keep up their program 
of killing.

They try  to make this palatable to 
the public by picturing it  as a great bar­
gain. MacArthur claims that every U.S. 
casualty brings ten or even th irty  enemy 
casualties. Supposing his figures can be 
trusted, can you find an American moth­
er who wants to trade her son’s life for 
even 30 mangled or scorched Chinese or 
Korean bodies?

The sole objective of the U.S. inter­
vention in Korea today is killing. Before 
the burning desire of the Asian people 
to be independent, imperialism has shown 
its impotence to accomplish anything 
more than murder. Bring the troops back 
home now!

India Starves — Congress Stalls
Several weeks ago we reported (see 

Feb. 5 issue of The Militant) how the 
Truman administration has employed 
every trick, including the shunting of 
the issue into Congress, in order to stall 
shipments of wheat to famine-stricken 
India. The American imperialists have 
continued this grisly game since October 
1950 in order to beat down the resistance 
of the Indian government and force the 
latter to docilely support U.S. foreign 
policy.

There are no food reserves whatever 
left in that country now. There is no for­
eign exchange to buy grain. I f  a single 
food ship is delayed, starvation imme­
diately threatens 100,000,000 Indians 
who require a minimum of two million 
tons to survive for two months on their 
slow-death ration of nine ounces a day. 
On Feb. 18, even the editors of the N. Y. 
Times finally admitted as much.

But the stalling continues in Washing­
ton. By the middle of February, Truman 
“ appealed”  to Congress — where his own 
henchmen in the Senate and House have 
pigeonholed the relief meaesure — to 
“ urge assistance”  to India. Amid much 
ballyhoo, a bi-partisan group of 40 Sen­
ators and Representatives have sponsor­
ed a bill to “ Furnish Food Aid to India.”

These “ furnishers of food” have at­
tached more strings to their bill than

are contained in an orchestra, including 
the harp. India must pay the cost of 
transportation; the distribution of wheat 
must be supervised by a special Economic 
Cooperation Mission; the proceeds from 
the sale of this grain in India must be set 
aside in counterpart funds, again under 
special conditions and supervision, and 
so on. And here is the pay-off: only one- 
million tons, or only half of what is so 
direly needed, will be shipped!

The shipment of the remainder is “ to 
be deferred.”  Meanwhile the ECA would 
at its leisure “ examine other supply pos­
sibilities and terms upon which this ad­
ditional grain should be supplied from 
the United States.”

Needless to add. even this contempti­
ble “ food aid'”  measure has still to pass 
Congress. The devourers of human flesh 
and spirit in Congress do not care how 
many Indians starve or die while they 
seek tq tighten an economic strangle­
hold on India which, in its turn, would 
render India’s government more obe­
dient.

The Board of Directors of the Nation­
al Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People wired Congress Feb. 13 
urging that wheat be sent to India “ in 
humanitarian spirit and without political, 
economic or other conditions.”  But the 
official labor leaders still keep a shame­
fu l silence.
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Hansen Tour To Answer Key Labor Issues
By Murry Weiss

The schedule fo r  Joseph Han- 
sen’s (o u r, on “ Am erica and the 
W orld  C ris is ”  conducted by the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  v iv id ly  
brings to m ind some o f the 
features o f the p a r ty ’s develop­
ment du rin g  the last tw en ty  
years.

Branches in 24 m a jo r cities 
from  coast to coast w i l l  organize 
m eetings fo r  Hansen. Here is the 
skeleta l s truc tu re  o f the com ing 
revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  o f the A m e r­
ican workers. Each o f these cities 
has a T ro ts k y is t movement w ith  
a rich  h is to ry  in terw oven w ith  
the life  o f the w o rk in g  class o f 
its  area.

Years o f hard w o rk  and many 
stages o f development are rep ­
resented by these' branches. These 
were the  years o f the ga thering , 
the selection and tes tin g  of 
cadres. Experience in  the mass 
movement o f the w orkers, school­
ing  in  ideological struggles, 
desertion o f p e tty  - bourgeois 
elements, rec ru itm en t and educa­
tion  o f fresh  p ro le ta rian  forces, 
perseverance and selflessness 
overcom ing tiredness and self- 
in te rest —  a ll th is  and much

more has gone in to  the m aking 
o f every branch o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty .

B R A N C H  B U IL D IN G
In  each lo c a lity  there are com­

rades who pe rson ify  these ex­
periences; who lin k  together all, 
the stages. They have an in tim a te  
knowledge o f m any aspects o f the 
enorm ously d if f ic u lt  and complex 
problem o f bu ild in g  a branch o f 
a revo lu tiona ry  socia list p a rty . 
These comrades can te ll the s to ry  
o f the w o rk  th a t w ent in to  b u ild ­
ing  th is  ne tw ork  o f brariches 
th rough a ll the ebbs and flow s  o f 
the w o rk in g  class movement. The 
s to ry  isn ’t  always dram atic, there 
are chapters o f severe d ifficu ltie s  
when on ly sm all steps fo rw a rd  or 
ju s t “ ho ld ing on”  were possible. 
And there are o ther chapters o f 
s to rm y strugg les, o f rap id  p a rty  
expansion, o f f r u i t f u l  p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in the broad arenas o f mass 
s trugg le .

Glance over the schedule of 
Hansen’s tou r and we see a map 
o f the class s trugg le  in  the years 
o f revo lu tiona ry  prom ise —  the 
T h irtie s , the years o f the great 
leap o f the A m erican p ro le ta ria t. 
On th is  map, the m ain centers o f

JOSEPH HANSEN

the class struggle and the build­
ing of party branches merge, 
standing out, in bold relief. There 
is Minneapolis, where the 1934 
teamsters’ strikes set the pattern 
of militancy for the whole labor 
movement of that time; there is 
the Midwest of the auto sit-down 
strikes, the Little Steql strike, 
the rubber workers’ struggles.

The Pacific Coast, scene of two

Labor Quits Wage-Board
(Continued from  Page 1)

over the pre-Korea ra te, w h ile  a 
business man w ith  a $73,000 
yea rly  income would be increased 
cn ly  23 per cent.

W h ile  prices rise, taxes are in ­
creased, and wages are frozen 
under T rum an ’s soak-the-poor 
program , the re n t “ con tro l”  law, 
which has already allowed hun­
dreds o f thousands o f ren t in ­
creases in a ll m a jo r cities, w il l 
exp ire  M arch H I, w ith  no moves 
made to provide fo r  s tr ic t  con­
tro ls  a fte r  th a t date.

B u t w h a t p rec ip ita ted the break 
was a rea liza tion  by the union 
offic ia ldom  th a t they could no t 
push such a p rogram  down the 
w orkers ’ th roa ts. The b it te r  
re vo lt o f the ra ilroa d  yardmen 
was a w a rn in g  sign. The pack ing­
house w orkers, ne go tia tin g  a 9- 
cent ho u rly  wage increase, voted 
to s tr ik e  i f  the governm ent did 
not approve th is  ga in ; the 
T ex tile  W orkers U n ion could not 
get to f irs t  base w ith  the com­
panies, and a s trike , now in  p ro ­
gress, was in ev itab le ; the auto 
w orkers had g iven firm  notice 
th a t they w ou ld  not g ive up the 
escalator clause.

“ We are prepared to f ig h t ju s t 
as hard to  m a in ta in  our contracts 
as we had to  f ig h t to  w in  them . 
T ha t means in  p la in  language, 
fu l l  use o f the s tr ik e  weapon i f  
such a course is forced upon us. 
We sha ll recommend such a 
course o f action to our convention 
in  Cleveland, A p r i l 1-5,”  stated 
the CIO  auto w orkers In te rn a ­
tiona l Executive Board on Feb. 17.

“ The UAW -CdO  proposes the 
creation o f a jo in t  defense fund 
by a ll organized labo r fo r  the

purpose o f m a in ta in in g  and 
defending the in te g r ity  o f union 
contracts,”  the board added.

This expression o f m ilita n c y  by 
the U A W  officers aga inst the 
attem pted wage-freeze is strong 
testim ony to the fierce anger o f 
the rank and file  against T ru ­
m an’s policies. The U A W  leaders 
could not go along w ith  the W a ll 
Street, program  and face the 
union’s A p r i l convention.

E m il Rieve, President o f the 
CIO T e x tile  W orkers U n ion, now 
on s tr ike  against E as t coast and 
Southern m ills , w ired Trum an 
rem ind ing  him  th a t he had been 
elected on a “ fa ir  deal”  program . 
“ I  urge you to take the m ob iliza ­
tion program  out o f the hands o f 
(he b ig  business men.”

Ralph H e lste in , President o f the 
Packinghouse W orkers  Union 
labelled the wage-freeze “ mon­
s trous ly  u n fa ir .”  W ill ia m  Green, 
member o f the U n ited  Labor 
Policy Com m ittee, representing 
the A F L , CIO, and R a ilroad 
Brotherhoods stated th a t labor is 
“ expected to c a rry  a d ispropor­
tionate  share”  o f the economic 
burdens.

PR ISO NERS OF W A R  
PROGRAM

B ut none o f the labo r leaders, 
forced to ta lk  tough fo r  fea r of 
a rebellion o f th e ir  membership, 
have to ld  the fu l l  tru th .

They are 100 per cent sup­
po rte rs  o f the w a r program . This 
m ob iliza tion  fo r  w a r, w ith  its  
astronom ical costs, comes on the 
heels o f the a lready heavy load 
heaped on the backs o f the people 
by W orld  W ar I I .  The in d u s tr ia l­
is ts  plan th is  w a r not as a 
program  o f social w e lfa re , but as

a means o f con tinu ing  and in ­
creasing th e ir  fabulous p ro fits .

The w a r program  is no t a 
crusade fo r  h igh ideals, bu t a 
calculated conspiracy to continue 
the li fe  o f the ca p ita lis t system 
o f super-exp lo ita tion , and to 
extend th a t exip lo itatio iUby A m e r­
ican B ig  Business a ll over the 
w orld .

Unless the w orkers are m obi­
lized in  a determ ined independent 
po litica l s trugg le  to take the w a r- 
m aking powers ou t o f the hands 
o f the financiers and monopolists 
who con tro l the governm ent, the 
destruction  o f the liv in g  standards 
of labo r w i l l  proceed.

B u t the labo r leadership is not 
p repa ring  such a s trugg le . They 
are now p re pa ring  to patch up 
th e ir  coa lition  w ith  Trum an, who 
they hope w il l  make gestures 
convincing enough to take o f f  the 
rank and file  heat. The U n ited  
Labor P o licy Com m ittee has 
agreed in p rinc ip le  to wage 
freez ing  —  they argue on ly  about 
the po in t a t w h ich to f ix  wages. 
They w a n t a h igh  governm enta l 
post fo r  a labo r figu re , to give 
the W a ll S tree t w a r machine in 
W ashington a labo r cover.

I t  is s ign ifican t th a t such a 
cris is  has developed even before 
W orld  W ar I I I  is under way. The 
pro fit-m ad cap ita lis ts , counting 
upon the p o litica l spinelessness 
o f the union bureaucracy, have 
pushed th e ir  p rogram  w ith  l i t t le  
concern fo r  the consequences.

T h is  is on ly the beginning. 
Labor is g e ttin g  a s ta r t lin g  p re­
view  o f w hat W orld  W ar I I I  w ill 
mean; the workers w ill be doubly 
and t r ip ly  explo ited, d riven down 
to subsistence levels, w h ile  the ' 
rich  get richer.

STALIN EXPOSES HIS OWN UN LIES, 
LEAVES DOOR WIDE OPEN FOR DEAL

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
in g  signatures, sending postcards 
and te legram s to members o f 
P arliam ent, s tag ing  phony “ peace 
congresses”  and the like . The re ­
su lts have been exac tly  n i l;  in ­
stead o f receding, the w ar dan­
ger has in  the m eantim e in tens i­
fied. T h is  whole cynical, fra u d u ­
le n t and im po ten t cam paign has 
revo lved around the U N , whose 
rea l ro le has been com plete ly ex­
posed by the events re su ltin g  
from  the O hina-Korea crisis.

A nd so be la ted ly  and g ru dg ­
in g ly  S ta lin  fin d s  h im se lf com­
pelled to te ll a t least p a r t o f the 
t ru th  about th is  hub o f a ll his 
“ peace”  cam paigning, about th is  
organ iza tion  o f w h ich  he is  one 
o f the ch ie f a rch itec ts  and about 
whose ro le  as a “ peace b u lw a rk ”  
he had lied, as he s t i l l  does, so 
shamelessly.

I t  suddenly tu rn s  ou t th a t the 
U N  is “ a means fo r  un leashing 
a new w o rld  w a r” ; th a t i t  is 
“ ta k in g  the ing lo rious  road o f the 
League o f N a tions,”  “ b u ry in g  its  
m ora l p restige ,”  “ doom ing its e lf  
to d is in te g ra tio n ,”  and so fo rth , 
W orse yet, i t  is s im p ly  a “ too l”  
ac tin g  “ on beha lf o f the requ ire ­
ments o f the A m erican aggres­
sors,”  who, besides, com plains 
S ta lin , are “ undem ocratic.”  W hen 
we T ro tsky is ts  po in ted ou t a ll 
th is  and more fro m  the outset, 
the S ta lin is ts  denounced us in  the 
v ile s t term s.

T H E  S A M E  U N
The U N  has not changed its  

character. N e ithe r has the K re m ­
lin . B u t the fa c t rem ains th a t 
S ta lin  never used such sharp 
language tow ard  the U N  before. 
F o r a ll these years there  have 
emanated fro m  Moscow syrupy  
assurances about th is  “ bu lw a rk  
fo r  p reserv ing peace”  w h ich  the

Soviet peoples and the w o rld  are 
now in fo rm ed  is ju s t the opposite. 
I t  is  “ be ing tu rned  in to  an in ­
s trum en t o f w a r,”  announces 
S ta lin  w ith o u t a m um b ling  word 
o f exp lanation  fo r  so astounding 
a tra n s fo rm a tio n , le t alone his 
own years o f delay in  th is  d is­
covery.

To exp la in  today would mean 
to expose one’s own lies o f yester­
day. T h a t is  w hy th is  monumen­
ta l l ia r  never bothers to  exp la in , 
tru s tin g  on the proverb ia l s h o rt­
ness o f human m em ory and his 
machine o f repression. How can 
any socia list-m inded w o rke r place 
an ounce o f confidence in  th is  
t ra ito r  and his whole re tinue  o f 
po litica l gangsters?

C a p ita lis t p o litica l experts spe­
culate th a t S ta lin ’s sudden 
“ toughness”  tow ard  the U N  im ­
plies a possible w ith d ra w a l from  
the U N , o r another dem onstrative 
w a lk -ou t as in  the days before 
Korea. The like lihood is tha t 
S ta lin  h im se lf doesn’t  know  w ha t 
h is nex t step w i l l  be, and ra th e r 
hopes to  use these “ b lasts”  in 
o rder to  in tim id a te  the already 
badly frig h te n e d  W est European 
cap ita lis ts  and thus w r in g  con­
cessions over the d ip lom atic  ta ­
ble.

The tim in g  o f S ta lin ’s la te s t 
pronouncements adds w e ig h t to  
such a conclusion. I t  comes on 
the heels o f the f i r s t  ann iversary  
o f the S ino-Soviet pact and on the 
threshhold o f the B ig  F ou r p a r­
ley, '

IN F L U E N C E  OF C H IN A
B u t there is a fa r  w e ig h tie r 

fa c to r now a t p lay  in  the w orld , 
de te rm in ing  no t alone the m arch 
o f events b u t also fo rc in g  the 
K re m lin ’s hands in to  moves no t 
p rev ious ly  contem plated. I t  is  
the re vo lu tio n a ry  upheaval in

Asia- A  con c ilia to ry  a tt itu d e  to ­
ward the U N , o r any pa in tin g  
up o f i t  as a “ peace b u lw a rk ,”  
would scarcely be acceptable to 
the Chinese and Korean peoples, 
le t alone the in su rg en t A sian 
masses as a whole. S ta lin ’s char­
acte riza tion  as “ sham efu l”  o f the 
U S -U N  dfecision b rand ing  P e ip ing 
as “ aggressor”  is- the m ildest 
possible one under the c ircum ­
stances. S im ila r ly  w ith  the rest 
o f his fu lm in a tio n s  aga inst the 
U N , aga inst the U.S., aga inst 
B r ita in , France, and the rest of 
the old colon ia l powers.

I t  is in  th is  l ig h t  th a t S ta lin ’s 
comments on Korea can be best 
understood. He kep t h is m outh 
shut since the  outbreak o f the 
Korean c o n flic t la s t June; he had 
exac tly  no th in g  to  say e ithe r 
when M a c A rth u r marched to the 
M anchurian border o r when Peip­
in g  acted in the emergency.

And when he f in a lly  speaks, 
w hat does he say? W hy, th a t the 
Korea w ar is “ ex trem e lv  unpon- 
u la r among the B r it is h  and 
A m erican soldiers,”  w h ile  i t  is 
qu ite  “ popu lar”  w ith  the opnos­
in g  side, and even th is  is im p lied  
ra th e r than openly stated. On 
Korea its e lf, S ta lin  assures th a t 
the w a r “ can on ly end m  a de­
fea t o f the in te rven tion is ts .”  And 
here, instead o f a fo r th r ig h t  dec­
e lera tion o f support to  the C h i­
nese and Korean revo lu tions, a 
q u a lifica tio n  is in troduced : “ I f  
B r ita in  and the U n ited  States re ­
je c t f in a lly  the proposals made”  
. . . by the  Mao regim e.

In  ou r v iew , th is  sem i-qua lified  
declaration, o f support, so be la t­
ed and so g ru d g in g ly  given, could 
have come on ly  th rough the p res­
sure exerted b y -P e ip in g  on the 
K rem lin . Mao and his associates 
could n o t have been satis fied  
w ith  less.

general s trikes  w ith in  14 years. 
The East Coast m aritim e  s tru g ­
gles and countless battles- in  the 
heavy and mass production in ­
dustries. W hat a h is to ry  the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class and the 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty  already 
have —  even before the w o rk ing  
class has a rrived  a t a conscious­
ness o f its  own independent 
po litica l in te rests!

PO W ER OF T R U T H
T w e n ty -fo u r branches as centers 

o f o rgan iza tion  fo r  the dethrone­
ment o f the m ost pow erfu l im ­
p e ria lis t o liga rchy  in h is to ry . 
Some w il l  say th is  is a meager 
force. B u t le t us reca ll one of 
Len in ’s fa v o rite  expressions, 
“ The f is t w ith  t ru th  behind i ' 
s trikes the hardest bldws.”  And 
w ha t a m om ent th is  is to s tr ik e  
a b low  fo r  t ru th !

The Korean w a r no t on ly  im ­
posed new tasks upon the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a r ty  in Am erica  —  it 
also opened new opportun ities. 
E ve ry  day events are dealing 
sha tte ring  blows to the edifitfe 
o f im p e ria lis t lies.

The w a ll o f ru lin g  class decep­
tion  th a t in o rd in a ry  tim es seems 
indestructib le  is crum b ling  and 
g iv in g  w ay to the lib e ra tin g  
tru th .

The whble coun try  is being 
shaken to its  depths by th is  
process. T h is  is a tim e  o f great 
awakening. The cruel, rapacious, 
insane im p e ria lis t adventure in 
A sia  has cu t deep in to  the inne r 
conscience o f the na tion  and upset 
its  equ ilib rium .

P E O P LE  A S K  Q U E S TIO N S
M illio n s  are ask ing : W hat arc 

we doing in  A sia? Whose in ­
terests are be ing served by th ir  
endless s laugh te r?  W hy are wr 
burdened w ith  the crush ing w e igh ' 
o f taxes, wage-freezes, sky ­
rocke ting  prices? Who w ants to 
f ig h t China’s revo lu tiona ry  peo­
ple —  and fo r  w hat purpose?

We T ro tsky is ts  alone car 
answer these questions. Because 
o f a ll tendencies in the labor 
movem ent on ly  the T ro tsky is ts  
are irreconcilab le  opponents o< 
the im peria lis ts . T ro tsky ism  i' 
the conscious o rgan iza tion , scien­
tif ic  theory, and in co rrup tib le  
vanguard o f the w o rld  movement 
aga inst im p e ria lis t exp lo ita tion  
There never was a b e tte r tim e 
fo r  A m erican T ro tsky is ts  to send 
?. lead ing spokesman to to u r the 
nation w ith  th e ir  message.

F o r p a r ty  A ctiv ists a na tiona l 
to u r is a b ig  event. D u rin g  a tou r 
more can be accomplished in r 
few  days than in  m onths of 
rou tine  w ork . O r to  p u t i t  more 
accura te ly : m onths o f rou tine  
w o rk  can be tested, consolidated 
and harvested d u rin g  a tou r.

D u rin g  a to u r a ll departm ents 
o f branch w o rk  move in to  h igh 
gear and mesh toge ther more 
closely. P a rty  contacts are 
b rough t closer, prospective re ­
c ru its  decide to jo in , new contacts 
are made. The p a r ty  has g re a te r 
opportun ities  to smash the 
ca p ita lis t conspiracy o f silence

against the soc ia lis t tru th . We 
step ou t on the public arena, 
procla im  our p rogram  to meet­
ings la rg e r than usual. We even 
find ways o f reaching broader 
circ les w ith  o u r message through 
newspaper p u b lic ity , rad io  and 
te levision. New avenues to w o rk ­
ers, and to student organ izations 
are opened.

The to u r is a tim e  to test the 
w o rk in g  capacity , the ingenu ity , 
the collective knowhow o f the 
branch. .The to u r  enables the 
branch to gauge its  progress, its  
a ttra c tive  power and the g ro w th  
o f its  in fluence. M oreover, the 
to u r is- an exce llent means fo r  
k n itt in g  toge ther branch to branch 
and a ll branches to the center. 
P a rty  members ge t to know th e ir  
leading spokesmen, and p a r ty  
leaders enlarge th e ir  contact w ith  
members and sym path izers.

The subject o f Hansen’s tou r, 
“ Am erica and the W orld  C ris is ”  
is exac tly  r ig h t. T h is  is the  
moment o f greatest c ris is  fo r  the 
w orld  im p e ria lis t system . T ha t is 
to say, i t  is  our moment. The 
Am erican b illio n a ire  p lu tocra ts  
have overshot th e ir  m ark  —- they  
ere d ra gg ing  an u n w illin g  coun­
t r y  in to  an illeg a l, unauthorized, 
unpopu lar m il ita ry  adventure 
against the colon ia l peoples.

The Am erican w o rk in g  class 
has dem onstrated in its  Whole 
h is to ry  th a t i t  is not a fra id  o f 
these b illio n a ire  enemies o f 
m ankind. W ha t the A m erican 
w orkers needed were lessons fro m  
the book o f l i fe  th a t they m ust 
once again take up the standard 
o f m ilita n t s trugg le . Korea is 
teaching many lessons. The need 
is to d rive  these lessons home. 
The Hansen to u r  m arks a b ig  
step fo rw a rd  in th is  process.

Lewis Hails 
WSB Walkout
John L. Lewis praised the 

three labor members who with­
drew from the WSB “for the 
superb courage they have ex­
hibited in resisting the propos­
ed imposition upon free Amer­
ican labor of an unjustifiable 
and oppressive wage formula.

“In equity and good con­
science all American workers 
are entitled to receive at least 
the same comparative wage 
improvements from the base 
of Jan. 1950 that have been 
negotiated and made effective 
in the . . . coal industry,” he 
stated.

Lewis, who has not kow­
towed to the Truman ad­
ministration, here points out 
that the miners received a 20 
percent wage iricrease since, 
the Jan. 1950 date, and in 
effect dares Murray and Green 
to try to get the same.

Bound Volumes
Complete you r l ib ra ry  o f M a rx is t lite ra tu re . Bound v o l­

umes o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, m o n th ly  m agazine o f A m erican  
T ro tsky ism , conta in  pro found, il lu m in a tin g  a rtic les  ava ilab le  
nowhere else in  the E ng lish  language on economics, po litics , 
h is to ry , ph ilosophy, problem s o f the trade  unions, the Negro 
s trugg le  fo r  e q ua lity  and the Socia lis t movem ent. R eprin ts  
o f ra re  and im p o rta n t w r it in g s  o f Leon T ro ts k y  and o the r 
p rom inen t f ig u re s  o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t movement.

Bound volumes o f The M il ita n t ,  A m erica ’s lead ing Social­
is t  newspaper, present a week-by-week M a rx is t com m entary 
on w o rld  events and issues o f v ita l im portance to  the labo r 
movement. F actua l, a u th o rita tive . Cuts th rou gh  the ly in g  
propaganda o f the c a p ita lis t press and te lls  the t ru th  about 
the basic trends th a t shape h is to ry . Read the back issues 
o f The M il ita n t  to  see how th is  M a rx is t newspaper to ld  the 
s tra ig h t, unvarn ished t ru th  about the w a r, W a ll S tree t’s im ­
p e r ia lis t aim s, sky rocke ting  p ro fits  and the need fo r  labo r 
to ge t in to  po litics  on its  own. A n  education in  the w o rk ings  
o f the c a p ita lis t system !

LENINTROTSKY

A P ro p h e c y  L i f e  Is  R e a liz in g
“ In  the past, Am erica  has known more than one s to rm y 

ou tbu rs t o f revo lu tiona ry  o r sem i-revo lu tionary  movements. 
Each tim e they died out qu ick ly , because Am erica then each 
tim e  entered a new phase o f s to rm y  economic upsw ing, and 
also because the movements themselves were characterized by 
crass em p iric ism  and theore tica l helplessness. These tw o condi­
tions belong to the past. . . . Am erican cap ita lism  w il l  enter an 
epoch o f m onstrous im peria lism , o f an un in te rrup ted  g row th  
o f arm am ents, o f in te rven tion  in the a ffa irs  o f the en tire  
w orld , o f m il ita ry  con flic ts  and convulsions.”

— Leon Trotsky, Germany: Key to the In t’l Situation. 1931



Facts on Briggs Co. Thugs th e  MILITANT
The D e tro it  newspapers f ig u re d  the  scrap 

m etal con tract, g iven by the B rig gs  M anufac­
tu r in g  Co. as a "p a y o ff ”  fo r  beating up m il ita n t 
union members, a t $1% m illio n  a year. In  1947 
i t  b ro ug h t C arl Renda, son-in -law  o f gangste r 
Sam Perrone, a p ro f i t  o f $103,000.

*  *  *

The tie -up  o f the B rig gs  co rpora tion  and the 
Perrone gang has been known to the au thorities  
since 1946. In  th a t year a special secret grand 
ju ry  in ves tig a tion  o f “ labor racke teering”  was 
held in  D e tro it. Under the then M ich igan law  i t  
was a one man grand ju ry . The one man was 
C irc u it Judge George B. M urphy. Despite under­
w o rld  links  o f B ig  Business b rough t ou t by tes­
tim ony, no action was taken. The 28 books o f 
tes tim ony were kep t a deep secret t i l l  they were 
re lu c ta n tly  turned over to the Senate C rim e In ­
ves tig a tin g  Com m ittee.

*  *  «
George E. H erbe rt, general superintendent o f 

B rig g s  salvage when the con tract was suddenly 
taken fro m  the le g itim a te  scrap dealer who had 
had i t  fo r  18 years and g iven to  the gangsters, 
g o t suspicious. So he na ive ly  w ent to  the F B I 
to  re p o rt th is  in f i lt ra t io n  o f the underw orld  in to  
"respectab le”  p riva te  enterprise. Results came 
qu ick ly . H e rb e rt and his secre tary were f ire d
w ith  no reasons given.

*  *  *

H e rbe rt also tes tifie d  th a t in re tu rn  fo r  the 
scrap con trac t Renda was to  preven t a ll fu tu re  
s trikes a t B rig gs . H e rbe rt was warned to " la y  
o f f ”  Renda i f  he “ knew w h a t was hea lthy  fo r  
h im .”  H e rb e rt gave th is  testim ony a t the secret 
hearings in  1946. He could no t be called by the 
Senate Com m ittee because he is dead. E m il Ma- 
zey, V ice-P resident o f the U A W -C IO  has called 
fo r  th e -e xh u m a tio n  and autopsy o f h is body 
and those o f tw o o ther key fig u re s  who also 
died since the grand ju ry  hearings.

*  *  *

Renda, son-in -law  and the f r o n t  fo r  the P er­
rone gang, go t the $ l '/2  m illio n  a year con tract 
a t the age o f 24. He had no previous business 
experience nor o ffice . The scrap rem oval a t 
B rig g s  requires heavy equipm ent such as cranes, 
■railroad sid ings, a f le e t o f trucks, etc. Renda had 
no equipm ent a t a ll. H is  "business”  telephone was 
th a t o f his hoodlum fa th e r- in - la w , Sam Perrone. 
Renda never handled any o f the scrap. He im m e­
d ia te ly  subcontracted i t  ou t to ' the same f irm  
w h ich  fo r  18 years had had the B rig g s ’ scrap 
con tract. Renda s im p ly  upped the price o f scrap 
several do lla rs  a ton to the fo rm e r con trac t ho ld­
e r and a t the same tim e g o t i t  much cheaper 
fro m  B riggs . B rig gs  los t $14,000 a m onth g iv in g  
Renda its  scrap a t the lowered price.

*  e $  #  *

Special prosecutor a t the 1946 Grand J u ry  in ­
ves tiga tion  w h ich  b rough t no resu lts  and whose 
records were kep t secret t i l l  la s t week was Les­
te r  M o ll, a personal fr ie n d  o f W . Dean Robin­
son, president o f the B rig g s  Co. H is question­
in g  o f Robinson was ve ry  chum m y; fo r  instance, 
he addressed the w itness as “ Dean.”  P a rt o f the 
record runs : M o ll —  “ I th in k  we ough t to have 
a fra n k  discussion o f th is  s itua tion  o f f  the rec­
o rd .”  W hen the Senate in ve s tig a to r asked Rob­
inson w hat the o ff-the -reco rd  conversation was 
about, the B rig gs  pres ident gave his hab itua l 
answer: “ I can’t  rem em ber.”

*  *  *

D e tro ite rs  had a f i r s t  class o p p o rtu n ity  to see 
rea l underw orld  characters and to  watch th e ir  
B ig  Business pals sweat and stam m er, “ I  don’t  
rem em ber.”  The Senate C rim e Com m ittee hear­
ings were televised and proved to be the m ost 
popu lar p rogram  o f the year.

John A . F ry , p resident o f the D e tro it-M ic h i-  
gan Stove Company w hich has employed the 
Perrone gang since the 1930’s and w h ich  to  th is  
day rem ains open shop, reversed his tes tim ony 
on the stand. A t  f i r s t  he to ld  the Senate com­
m ittee : “ I never discussed labo r problem s w ith  
Sam Perrone.”  Then he was confronted w ith  the 
the re to fo re  secret grand ju r y  proceedings in  
w h ich he had te s tifie d  he had “ called upon Per­
rone”  when his w orkers were on s trike : He was, 
also confronted w ith  a re p o rt fro m  the In te r ­
s tate Commerce Commission on Perrone’s a p p li­
cation fo r  a tru c k in g  license. I t  read: “ M r. F ry  
indorses th is  app lica tion  because he is indebted 
to  Ispano Perrone fo r  he lp ing the company 
break the s tr ik e  in  1943 in  A p r i l. ”

*  *  *

The tw o Perrone bro thers  are o ld-tim e gang­
sters w ith  long records. A s fa r  back as 1920 one 
was arrested on a m urder charge. In  1931 there 
was a la rceny charge and an arm ed robbery 
charge again in 1932. In  1929 they were in ­
volved in  an a lien -sm ugg ling  r in g . However the 
on ly  tim e  they were ever im prisoned was in  the 
m id-30’s. On a bootlegg ing conviction they were 
sentenced to Leavenw orth fo r  s ix years. There 
they  had ad jo in ing  cells., They did on ly a l i t t le  
more than tw o years and then were le t ou t, due 
it^ was h in ted by the Senate in ves tiga to rs  to  the 
intercession o f B ig  Business men. W h ile  in  prison 
th e ir  scrap m eta l “ business”  was carried  on in  
the name o f Sam Perrone’s w ife . In  1942 the 
charge was the c a rry in g  o f concealed weapons. 
In  1945 firem e n  p u ttin g  ou t a f ire  in the stove 
p la n t discovered a secret com partm ent in  one o f 
the lockers. In  i t  was a sm all arsenal. The locker 
was P errone’s. B u t as usual the com pany-pro­
tected thugs w ent free. In  1945 Lyd ia  Thom p­
son was m urdered. She le f t  a note fo r  the police 
s ta tin g  th a t in  case a n y th in g  happened to her 
the police should look fo r  Sam Perrone. He was 
never b ro ug h t to t r ia l .  A r th u r  G lover, a De­
t r o i t  police detective is a long tim e fr ie n d  o f Sam 
Perrone, on Perrone’s own admission. T h is  was 
the ve ry  detective assigned to  question Perrone 
in  connection w ith  the Lyd ia  Thompson m urder. 
The Perrones and f ro n t  man Renda, Perrone’s 
son-in -law  and ho lder o f the B rig gs  scrap con­
tra c t, a ll ca rried  guns on pe rm its  issued by De­
t r o i t  police., *  *  *

A n in s ig h t in to  the “ im p a r t ia l ity ”  o f labor me­
d ia to rs  and um pires was given by the grand ju ry  
tes tim ony o f James F. Dewey. Dewey, long an 
“ ace”  labor m ed ia to r fo r  the federa l governm ent 
was in th is  period the “ im p a rtia l um p ire ”  o f la ­
bor disputes between B rig gs  Co. and the U A W . 
Dewey tr ie d  to tie  the beatings o f union m ilita n ts  
a t B rig gs  to union fac tions. He p ic tu red the 
B rig g s  Co. s u ffe r in g  fro m  a local th a t was un­
der the leadership o f T ro tsky is ts . A ccord ing  to 
h im  E m il Mazey, now vice-president o f the U A W  
and then president o f the B rig g s  local, was a 
T ro ts k y is t and was “ impossible to  deal w ith .”  
He took p a r t in  secret conferences “ to ge t r if l 
o f these had people in the p la n t.”  A t  f i r s t  Dewey 
denied being in the scrap iro n  business o r hav­
in g  any in te res t in  it .  Then he adm itted th a t 
he had arranged scrap steel sales to  a dealer who 
had no scrap ya rd  bu t did business fro m  a hotel. 
He g o t a commission on each o f the scrap deals 
he arranged. W hen W . O. B riggs , company vice- 
president, was asked, “ Do you know  w hether he 
( im p a rt ia l um p ire  Dewey) is engaged in the 
scrap business?”  h is evasive re p ly  was, “ I  don’t  
know. Everybody w ants to ge t in  on the ac­
count.”

Erroi*s” of Karl Marx
----------------------------  By Harry Frankel ----------------------------

A  re p o rt fro m  Rome la s t week te lls  us tha t 
the read ing o f K a r l M a rx ’s C ap ita l is  p roh ib ited  
fo r  a ll Catholics. T h is  p ro h ib itio n  is b ind ing  
even though C ap ita l is no t on the Index lib ro - 
rum  p ro h ib ito ru m , the l is t  o f books condemned 
by the h ie ra rchy  o f the Roman C atholic Church.

The news is contained in an a rtic le  in  the V a t i­
can’s weekly, Osservatore della Domenica, in  the 
fo rm  o f a s ta tem ent by M sgr. E nrico  Dante, 
em eritus m ember o f the Roman Academ y o f St. 
Thomas Aquinas. M sgr. Dante, fro m  his tone, 
w o rks  hard to fo llo w  in the foo tsteps o f his 
m edieval pa tron saint. C ap ita l, he te lls  us, is based 
upon “ h is to rica l m a te ria lism ,”  advocates “ a the­
is tic  com m unism ,”  and ca lls fo r  “ the class s tru g ­
gle as the on ly  means fo r  ach ieving the emanci­
pa tion  o f the p ro le ta ria t. . . A l l  these e rro rs  
are condemned by the Church.”

He reasons fu r th e r  th a t C ap ita l is  no t to be 
considered approved reading ju s t because i t  is  
no t on the Index. “ Canon No. 1399 lis ts  those 
books which fa l l  by law  under the same p ro h i­
b itio n ,”  he adds, “ and among these are books 
w h ich  defend e rro rs  condemned by the A posto lic  
See.”  L ike  a tru e  son o f Thomas Aquinas, he 
leaves i t  to an unde rling  to  p u t the m a tte r 
s im p ly  in another statem ent, wh ich says in p a rt: 
“ Some books are so obviously a n ti-C h ris tia n  
th a t i t  is  no t necessary to c ite  them  by name in  
the Index, and C ap ita l is one o f these.”

The teachings o f C ap ita l are thus named “ e r­
ro rs .”  B u t those who reca ll the e a rlie r experien­
ces o f m ankind w ith  the “ e rro rs ”  denounced by 
the C atholic Church need have no fe a r th a t the 
economic laws discovered by M arx  and set down 
by  him  in  C ap ita l w i l l  henceforth cease to op­
erate.

O ver 350 years ago, the Church o f Rome en­
tered the f ra y  over the g re a t sc ie n tific  ques­

tions raised in the dawn o f cap ita lism  w ith  the 
same dogm atic presum ption w h ich i t  now dis­
p lays in discussing the questions raised by the 
decline o f cap ita lism . A t  th a t tim e, the Church 
condemned as “.e rro r”  the sc ie n tific  hypothesis 
th a t the ea rth  revolves around the sun. T h is  
d iscovery was the founda tion  o f the modern 
science o f astronom y, and an im p o rta n t p a rt 
o f the sc ie n tific  w o rk  o f a g re a t age.

Galileo, one o f the g re a t geniuses o f humaA 
h is to ry , was persecuted and im prisoned when 
he attem pted to defend th is  new conception. The 
consu lting  theologians o f the H o ly  O ffice  a tta ck ­
ed G alileo ’s stand as “ absurd in  ph ilosophy and 
fo rm a lly  he re tica l, because expressly c o n tra ry  to 
H o ly  S crip tu re .”  G alileo was compelled to prom ise 
th a t he would no t “ hold, teach o r defend”  the 
“ he re tica l”  doctrines. The book o f the Polish as­
tronom er Copernicus, On the M ovem ent o f the 
Heavenly Bodies, in  which the new sc ie n tific  theo­
ry  was expounded, was placed on the Index be­
cause o f its  “ e rro rs .”

G iordano Bruno, Ita lia n  ph ilosopher o f the 
Renaissance, was im prisoned fo r  seven jAears and 
then excom m unicated by the Church. H is  crim e 
was th a t he ta u g h t th a t the ea rth  revolves 
around the sun. Rem ain ing stubborn, he was f in ­
a lly  burned a t the stake in  1600, an ob ject les­
son o f w h a t the Church h ie ra rchy  does to a ll 
who e rr, and would continue to do i f  i t  had the 
power.

B u t observe, the ea rth  s tubborn ly  continues to 
revo lve about the sun, and the sun ju s t  as s tub­
bo rn ly  refuses to change places w ith  the earth . 
I t  is ju s t as certa in  th a t the economic laws d is­
covered by M arx  w il l  continue to  operate in  capi­
ta lis t  society in  spite o f the fa c t th a t they are 
condemned by the a rro g a n t superstition-m ongers 
o f the A posto lic  See.

Short Subjects
T O A D IE S  IN  IN D IA ’S P A R L IA M E N T . H op­

in g  to  c u rry  fa v o r w ith  the A m erican  im p e ria l­
ists, 43 members o f In d ia ’s P a rliam e n t cabled 
Congress begg ing fo r  g ra in  and decla ring  they 
are opposed to to ta lita r ia n is m  and “ recognize 
the lib e r ty  and in te g r ity  o f the free  countries 
o f A sia , in c lud in g  our own, who are today men­
aced by C om m unist expansion.”  P rim e M in is te r 
N ehru  rebu ffed  th is  action, wh ich, he said, had 
been taken “ w ith o u t consu lta tion  w ith  govern­
m ent and w ith o u t consideration o f the b igge r is ­
sues involved and o f In d ia ’s fo re ign  po licy .”  M ost 
o f the c r in g in g  signers o f the cable were mem­
bers o f N e h ru ’s own p a rty .

EGA ON C O D E T E R M IN A T IO N . The Eco­
nom ic C ooperation ’ A d m in is tra tio n , on Feb. 16, 
isued a “ labor in fo rm a tio n a l release”  on W est 
G erm an la bo r’s w inn ing , “ w ith  governm enta l ap­
p rova l a share in  m anagem ent o f corporate en­
te rp rise  (codeterm ination) fa r  beyond a n y th in g  
achieved in  the  U n ited  States.”  M afiagem ent ex­
pe rts  fro m  the U.S., sighs the E C A ,\a re  “ keep­

in g  th e ir  f in g e rs  crossed.”  German labor, i t  ex­
p la ins “ has long fo u g h t fo r  th is  plan. Recently 
i t  became so s trong  an issue th a t production 
stoppage was threatened. (G erm an) m anagem ent 
f in a lly  accepted the plan as a lesser cross to  bear 
than na tiona liza tion  o f in d u s try .”

*  ❖  *

“ D O U B L E 'S T A N D A R D ” — The ra ilro a d  sw itch ­
men f ig h t in g  fo r  a l iv in g  wage have been de­
nounced fo r  treason by “ b ig  w igs  and l i t t le  w igs, 
fro m  President T rum an and Charles E. W ilson 
down to the ed ito ria l w r i te r  fo r  the Crossroads 
Gazette,”  po in ts  ou t T e x tile  Labor, Feb. 17. B u t 
“ not a peep has been heard fro m  T rum an, W ilson  
o r the press and ra d io ”  about the complete tieup  
o f the na tion ’s cotton th rough  the c losing o f the 
C otton Exchange “ by a ‘ s tr ik e ’ o f m erchants and 
shippers aga inst price  con tro l.”  T e x tile  Labor’s 
ed itors c ite th is  as “ a s tunn ing  example o f the 
‘double s tandard ’ w h ich  a f f l ic ts  A m erica .”  A c ­
tu a lly , o f course, th is  is the  w ay one and the 
same class standard, fo r  the b e n e fit o f cap ita lis ts  
and to the in ju ry  o f labor, a lw ays w orks out.
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Los Angeles 
SWP Candidate 
Files Petitions

LOS A N G E LE S , Feb. 14 —  
The Los Angeles Local o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  entered 
in to  the A p r i l 3 local election 
cam paign here, th is  week, when

Campus Youth Group in Chicago 
Backs Beinin, Anti-W ar Candidate

Their Plea Spurned
CHICAGO — Lively interest in the socialist anti-war 

campaign of Irving Beinin, candidate for Alderman of 
the F ifth  Ward, has led to formation of a Campus Com-

rtly ra  Tanner Weiss filed her 
nom ina ting  p e titio n  lo r  Board oi 
education , O ffice No. 5.

Comrade Weiss filed her 1000 
signatures a fte r  a s w if t  fou r 
oay cam paign and was the f irs t  
candidate to q u a lify  fo r  office. 
Two others subsequently q u a li­
fied, and i t  is expected th a t t  
to ta l o f five candidates w il l  run  
fo r  the post i f  a ll who fileci 
declarations o f in te n tio n  to run , 
q u a lify .

A  to ta l o f fo u r  school board 
posts are up fo r  contest. T h t  
.s ta lin is ts  have announced tha t 
tney w i l l  ru n  H enry  S te inberg  as 
a Com m unist P a rty  candidate 
to r  Office No. 1 and Jack Berman 
as an Independent Progressive 
P a rty  candidate fo r  O ffice  No. 7. 
N e ithe r have qua lified  up to the 
date o f th is  a rtic le  bu t three days 
rem ain in  w h ich to file .

The elections are fo rm a lly  non­
pa rtisan  in  na ture but Comrade 
Weiss, and presum ably the others, 
w i l l  run  th e ir  cam paigns on a 
P a rty  basis. Since each office 
covers the en tire  School Board 
d is tr ic t, w h ich  overlaps the C ity  
o f Los Angeles, the p rogram  o 
the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  w i l l  
be presented to the en tire  c ity .

Several organ izations have a l- 
leady contacted Comrade Weiss 
w ith  questionnaires, the answers 
to which w il l  be prin ted  in  the ir 
bu lle tins  and papers. Am ong 
these are the League o f Women 
Voters and the B u ild in g  Trades 
Council.

M Y R A  T. W E IS S

(C ontinued from  Page 1)
loomed when the ra ilroa d  w o rk ­
ers also threatened to w a lk  out 
and Roosevelt stopped them  only 
by  the method th a t T rum an has 
since repeatedly used —  A rm y  
“ seizure”  and the appo intm ent 
o f seven ra ilroa d  presidents as 
“ colonels”  to ru n  the lines. Only 
m ino r concessions by Roosevelt 
and a m a jo r re tre a t by the union 
leaders saved the coa lition  then.

The cla im  th a t labo r ever 
benefited fro m  the w a rtim e  coa li­
tion  w ith  Roosevelt is m yth. 
T rue, Sidney H illm a n  go t a top 
w a r production board post in 
w h ich he was pe rm itted  to rubber- 
stam p the decisions o f B ig  B usi­
ness u n t il even he g o t so d is­
gusted th a t he fin a lly  resigned on 
the p re te x t o f illness. The union 
o ffic ia ls  obtained a m aintenance 
o f m em bership clause w h ich  en­
abled them  to  s tab ilize  union 
membership and finances. B u t the 
w orkers go t r is in g  prices, sho rt­
ages, long hours, speedup and 
frozen wages. W ith  the  te rm in a ­
tio n  o f the w a r, the pent - up 
resentm ent o f the w orkers ex­
ploded in to  the g reatest s tr ike  
wave in  Am erican h is to ry .

W ha t the coa lition  w ith  Roose-

m orn ing  and sat down a ll day. 
A f te r  two weeks o f th is  the 
a rb itra tio n  board awarded the 
sit-dow ners a seven cent an hour 
increase.

However, the company hasn’t 
fo rgo tte n  th is  and demanded in 
the unsuccessful p re -s tr ike  negot­
ia tions th a t the union agree to a 
pena lty  clause. The s tr ik e rs  w ith  
whom I spoke were adam ant in 
th e ir  a ttitu d e  against g iv in g  the 
company any such clause.

S P IR IT  H IG H
N e ithe r Forstm ann nor Botany 

m ills  is t ry in g  to operate du ring  
the s trike . The w orkers  take the 
companies’ no t t ry in g  to operate, 
as a rea lis tic  apprecia tion o f th e ir 
s treng th . A ll the others agreed 
w ith  the p icke t capta in  when he 
to ld  me: “ The s p ir it  o f the w o rk ­
ers is especially h igh  in th is  
s trike . Jus t look a t the num ber of 
women ou t on the line. D id you 
hear them  a ll s ing ing? That 
shows th e ir  m orale. A nd shout­
ing  slogans, too. We are keeping 
the p icke t lines opera ting  24 
hours a day. The s h ift  is 3 hours. 
Up to now we haven’t  made any 
assignm ents, ju s t chosen fro m  
the volunteers. O f course the 
s tr ike  is on ly  a few  days old.

v e lt showed was no t th a t his 
policies were the most beneficial 
to labor, bu t th a t the labo r lead­
ers, ra th e r than take the road o f 
an independent labo r p a rty , were 
prepared ten tim es over to be tray 
labo r’s in te rests  fo r  the sake o f a 
d ir ty  f& lit ie a l alliance w ith  one 
of the p o lit ic a l machines o f B ig  
Business. And i t  is a w a rn in g  
th a t they are ready to do the 
same today —  i f  the w orkers  le t 
them get aw ay w ith  it.

I t  w on’t  be so easy th is  tim e. 
The corpora tions and th e ir  agent, 
the T rum an ad m in is tra tion , are 
less w ill in g  to make the m in im um  
concessions. Roosevelt began his 
w a r when the economic system 
had a certa in  leeway, a condition 
o f de fla tion , m illio ns  o f unem ­
ployed w orkers, a re la tiv e ly  sm all 
na tiona l debt. T rum an has con­
fron ted  m a jo r d ifficu ltie s  am ount­
in g  to a cris is  w ith  the “ sm a ll”  
Korean w a r because he begins on 
the basis o f in fla tio n , labo r 
shortage and a m onum ental 
federal debt. W hatever favorable 
conditions existed in the last w a r 
fo r  keeping the coa lition  from  
fa ll in g  apart, exist no longer. Its  
foundation can rest on ly on sand 
and i t  m ust collapse again on 
the heads o f the w orkers.

W e’ll  set up re g u la r assigned 
sh ifts  soon. Same w ith  the W el­
fa re  Com m ittee. I t ’s a ll set up 
and i t  w i l l  begin to func tion  as 
soon as any cases o f need come 
up .”

A  young man standing by broke 
in :  “ You know the company o f­
fered to send coffee out to the 
pickets. We turned i t  down. W e’ll  
fu rn ish  our own. They ju s t 
wanted some, cheap p u b lic ity  to 
make them out b ig-hearted .”

P A Y  M A IN  IS S U E
When I  inquired the m ain th ing  

they were s tr ik in g  fo r  I go t the 
unanimous answer th a t th e ir  pay 
had fa llen  so fa r  behind the cost 
o f l iv in g  th a t the s tr ik e  was i r  
self-defense. “ W hat about the 
price freeze?”  I  no t so innocently 
asked. “ A re  you k id d in g !”  was 
the sum o f the je e rin g  and sour 
rem arks th a t fo llow ed.

A  member o f the loca l’s ex­
ecutive board explained th e ir  
wage s itua tion . “ We got a 12 cent 
increase in  Novem ber before the 
contract expired. We hadn’t  had 
an increase fo r  tw o-and-a-ha lf 
years before (hat. And you know 
how prices have been go ing up 
since then. Now, i f  we had to 
s tick  w ith in  the wage fo rm u la  tha t 
they ’ re t ry in g  (o put th rough in 
W ashington —  you know the one 
(he union leaders walked ou t on 
—  we could on ly get about one- 
and-a-half cents more. Thai would 
leave us in a fine mess. How can 
you expect a man to support his 
fa m ily  on th a t when prices are 
high and going h ig h e r? ”

R E G A IN  LO ST W AG ES
A n old man added, “ Sure, i f  

they g ive us an escalator clause 
we don’t  get any more pay unless 
prices go up. So le t them give us 
th a t and then concentrate on 
keeping prices fro m  r is in g . B u t 
o f course we got to ge t the 15 
cents f irs t,  ju s t to catch up w hat 
we already los t.”

As I was leaving the old man 
took m y arm  and expressed his 
sa tis fac tion  tha t a socia list paper 
was go ing to p r in t som ething 
about the s tr ike . Said he, “ The 
paper in th is  town, the H era ld - 
News, ju s t w on’t  g ive the s tr ik e rs ’ 
side o f the s to ry  I t  ju s t p r in ts  the 
com pany’s side. Someday w e’l l  
have to boycott i t  t i l l  i t  gives us 
a fa ir  break. I ’ve been w o rk ing  
here since 1920. Before the union 
came you could he fired  i f  the 
forem an d idn ’t  like  the w ay you 
looked at h im . I  used to  do ten 
jobs a ll at once —  p ick ing  up 
th ings, w ip in g  o il o f f  the m a­
ch inery and lo ts more beside my 
reg u la r w ork. Now w ith  the union, 
here there ’s nine more men —  
one fo r  each o f the jobs I had 
to  do.”

WHITE-HOUSE ALLIANCE 
NEVER BENEFITED LABOR

m ittee fo r  Beinin a t the Univer-® - 
s ity  o f Chicago.

Sponsored by students who have 
no p o lit ic a l a ff ilia tio n , the Campus 
Com m ittee w i l l  provide a fo rum  
where interested students can 
hear B e in in ’s a n ti-w a r program  
and fo rm  th e ir  own judgm ent o f 
its  m erits.

Th is action, taken in keeping 
w ith  the best dem ocratic t ra d i­
tions, re flec ts  the deep-going ap­
prehension among students over 
the heavy im pact o f the im p e ria l­
is t w a r program  on th e ir  lives.

B e in in ’s opponent. Dem ocrat 
A lderm an Robert M erriam , un ­
w itt in g ly  helped to  speed fo rm a ­
tion  o f the Campus Com m ittee 
when he inso len tly  rejected p ro ­
posals by the Channing C lub and 
P o litics  C lub th a t he debate 
Bein in  on the issues o f the cam ­
paign. IR V IN G  B E IN IN

M erriam  added in su lt to in ju ry  
by re fus ing  to subm it to  ques­
tions fro m  the students when he 
oid f in a lly  address a campus 
audience. A pp a re n tly  he was 
a fra id  th a t Beinin supporters in 
the audience would ask em bar­
rassing questions about his p ro ­
w a r po licy which he tr ies  to con­
ceal behind a smoke screen o f 
doub le-ta lk.

In  con trast to M c rr ia m ’s shabby 
conduct, Bein in, in a ta lk  before 
a campus audience, gave a fo r th ­
r ig h t  presenta tion o f the a n t i­
cap ita lis t, a n ti-w a r program  of 
the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty . And 
he stayed to answer every ques­
tion  his lis teners had to ask.

“ T rum an ’s bi - pa rtisan  w a r 
drive  threatens the fu tu re  of 
every student,”  B e in in  declared. 
“ Thousands o f students are 
ordered to  exchange P hD ’s fo r  
PFC’s —  to be earned in  Korea. 
O ther thousands can expect to 
be yanked from  the class rooms 
to f i l l  labor d ra fts  fo r  the w ar 
p lan ts.”

He pointed to fa ll in g  en ro ll­
ments and r is in g  costs which 
threaten to bankrup t m any col­
leges unless they accept subsidies 
fo r  m il ita ry  tra in in g  and w a r 
research program s. These col­

leges, he said, m ust e ithe r become 
p a rt o f the w a r machine o r close 
th e ir  doors.

“ The creeping m il ita ry  - police 
sta te  is s low ly  pa ra lyz ing  the 
academic tra d it io n  o f free  in ­
q u iry  and c r it ic is m ,”  B ein in  
asserted. “ L o y a lty  oaths impose 
pledges o f co n fo rm ity  on students 
and fa cu lty . Leg is la tive  w itch  
hunts pe rm it reactionaries to  
d icta te  academic po licy. Students 
opposed to the w ar are in tim ida ted  
by threa ts to th e ir  professional 
careers.”

T h is  deadly trend can be 
halted, he to ld  the students, on ly 
by fig h tin g  the ve ry  w a r drive  o f 
which i t  is a p a r t;  on ly  by op­
posing a ll the b i-pa rtisa n  w a r 
supporters, inc lud ing  A lderm an 
M erriam .

“ O nly a program  th a t m obilizes 
the m illio ns  o f student youth and 
w orkers  aga inst the bankru p t 
ca p ita lis t system can h a lt the w a r 
drive  th a t threa tens our libe rties  
and our lives,”  B ein in  declared.

“ I f  I  am elected,”  he to ld  the 
students, " I  w i l l  f ig h t fo r  such 
an a n ti-w a r p rogram  in the C ity  
Council. I  w i l l  use m y position in 
public office to speed the m ob iliza ­
tion  o f mass a n ti-w a r com m ittees 
among students and w orkers.”

V. R. DUNNE CITES ROLE 
OF LAR0R MISLEADERS

By Harold Kent
MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 18 — V. R. Dunne told a large 

audience of workers today that a majority of the top 
union leaders are “ under the thumb of the U. S. State 
D epartm ent.”  Dunne em ployed®----------------------------------- --------------------
DeLeon’s classic phrase “ labor 
lieutenan ts o f the ca p ita lis t class”  
in cha rac te riz ing  the Greens, M u r­
rays, Reuthers, Currans and th e ir  
ilk .

“ The U.S. S tate D epartm ent 
sends Am erican labor leaders in to  
fo re ign  lands to peddle the lie  
tha t Am erican cap ita lis ts  are 
champions o f democracy,”  said 
Dunne. “ T he  labor leaders help 
to sell Republican and Dem ocratic 
po litic ians to  the w orkers. They 
are ho rrified  a t the tho ugh t o f a 
Labor p a rty . And fo r  th is  service 
to U.S. im peria lism , they m ere ly  
ask th e ir  m asters fo r  a l i t t le  
token recogn ition .

“ In  the face o f the present 
upsurge o f the w o rk in g  class, 
these leaders are as pan icky as 
th e ir  m asters. They im p lore  T ru ­
man to help them  shackle the 
workers.

“ M a rx is ts  are not caugh t una­
ware by today’s explosive events,”  
stated Dunne. “ We foresaw  these 
th ings  m any years ago.”  The 
speaker quoted fro m  T ro ts k y ’s 
w o rk  o f 1924, “ W h ith e r E ng land,”  
to show how T ro ts k y ’s pred ic tions 
are being confirm ed rega rd ing  
the cris is  o f Am erican cap ita lism . 
“ The Am erican c a p ita lis t class,”  
said Dunne, “ the m ost a rrogan t, 
ru th less, audacious b u t least 
educated ru lin g  class, a rrived  too 
la te on the stage o f w orld  h is to ry  
to cash in on its  past v ic to ries .”

Dunne w en t on to p o in t out 
tha t, w h ile  U.S. cap ita lis ts  may 
en te rta in  dreams o f w o rld  dom i­

nation, the U.S. m il ita ry  finds 
its e lf  pinned down on the t in y  
Korean peninsula, E isenhower 
evoked no response fro m  the 
European w orkers fo r  another 
“ crusade,”  and, m ost im p o rta n t 
o f a ll, the w orkers here a t home 
have shown in m any w ays th a t 
they w il l  no t a llow  themselves to 
be regim ented w ith o u t a f ig h t.

“ W c have, some excellent ex­
amples to prove th is ,”  continued 
Dunne. “ Just rem em ber the g reat 
sweep o f o rgan iza tion  tha t created 
the CIO. I t  was a rank-and-file  
movement tha t astounded alm ost 
everybody. Even John L . Lew is 
who launched the C IO  did not 
foresee the explosive character o f 
the in d u s tria l unions. M ore re ­
cently, in 1945, we witnessed the 
dem onstrations o f the soldiers 
around the s logan: ‘Get us hom e!’ 
The lessons o f these events were 
no t lost on A m erica ’s ru le rs . I t  
is not fo r no th ing  th a t the brass 
hats w ant boys o f 17 and 18 in  
the new arm y.

“ Jus t as the CIO  produced 
leaders fro m " the ranks, so w i l l  
the unions in the next period 
th row  up a le f t  w in g  o f advanced 
w orkers to cope w ith  the p ro b ­
lems o f the com ing days.”

T h is  was the concluding lecture 
in the present series. A  liv e ly  
discussion fo llow ed the ta lk . The 
audience con tribu ted a generous 
collection. A tas ty  supper o f 
po tato salad, bread, p ickles, 
weiners, sweets and coffee kept 
the discussion go ing fo r  hours 
a fte rw a rd .

CHICAGO
C L A S S E S  I N  M A R X I S M  

Seven Sundays — March 4th through April 15th 
Sundays a t 12 Noon:

“ Problems of the Class Struggle” 
In s tru c to r : GORDON B A IL E Y  

at 1437 E. 65th Place, 3rd flo o r 
Sundays a t 7 F. M.

“ The Method of Marxism”
(A pp lie d  D ia lectica l M a te ria lism )

In s tru c to r : A R N E  S W A B E C K  
, at 166 W . W ash ing ton St., Rm. 312 

25 Cents fo r  s ing le  m eeting o r $1.50 fo r  course o f seven

M rs. Josephine Grayson and tw o  o f her five children, picket 
the W hite  House in a vain appeal to save her husband, Francis. 
He and six  o ther N egro men, known as the M a rtin sv ille  Seven, 
were fram ed and executed in  Richmond, Va., fo r  a lleged ly 
rap in g  a w h ite  woman. No w h ite  man has ever suffe red the 
death pena lty  fo r  a s im ila r  crime.

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
would take a cou.pic- o f months 
to b r in g  the company to its  
knees.

In  add ition  to the wage demands 
there is a lo t o f d issatis faction  
over the grievances run-around. 
T heo re tica lly  a ll the steps should 
be completed in  28 days. B u t in 
re a lity  im p o rta n t grievances can 
be sta lled in te rm in a b ly  by p ro ­
longed “ studies.”  La s t A ugust 
th is  resu lted in a tw o week sit- 
down s tr ike  in the r in g  sp inn ing 
departm ent o f the m ill. I t  wasn’t 
a s tay-in  sitdown. The workers 
went home every n igh t. Then they 
came to w o rk  on tim e next

Textile Union Strikers 
Display Fighting Spirit


