
Indonesia Labor 
Shows Power in 
Strike Struggles

JAKARTA, Indonesia, Nov. 1950 — The Indonesian 
revolution, which entered a new phase with the granting 
of a federation status to the “ United States of Indonesia” 
in  1949, has in  the recent period S-
b ro u g h t the masses in to  sharp 
c o n flic t w ith  the na tive  ca p ita l­
ists. A  new wave o f economic 
and p o lit ic a l s trugg les has re ­
sulted. The clearest expression 
o f the  desires and moods, the 
d issa tis fac tion  and anger o f the 
Indonesian masses has been g iv ­
en by P a rta i M urba (P ro le ta ria n  
P a r ty ) ,  the p a rty  o f the extrem e 
le f t  insp ired by the g rea t leader 
o f the Indonesian w o rk in g  class, 
Tan M alakka . (T an  M a lakka  has 
pe rio d ica lly  been reported as 
dead in  the c a p ita lis t press o f 
H o lland  and o f the  U.S.; b u t he 
is  known to  be a live .)

A  m ig h ty  s tr ik e  o f 700,909 
p lan ta tion  w orkers  on the island 
o f Java was led to v ic to ry  by the 
trade  un ion S arboupri on Sept- 
18, when, a fte r  weeks o f s tru g ­
gle, the w orkers go t a wage in ­
crease o f 100%.

There is also a g ro w in g  mass 
movem ent whose goal is the ex­
pulsion o f fo re ign  cap ita l from  
Indonesia. The r ig h ts  o f th is  cap i­
ta l have been guaranteed by the 
“ Round Table”  decisions a t The 
Hague where Indonesia was 
g ran ted  her independence w ith in  
the fram ew ork  o f the Dutch Com­
m onwealth.

The secre tary o f the trade un­
ion federa tion , the SOBS1, in the

b ig  p o rt o f Surabaya made the 
fo llo w in g  sta tem ent on Sept. 20: 
"D u r in g  the days o f the revo lu ­
tio n  the w orkers took in to  th e ir  
hands the managem ent o f the en­
te rp rises and the fac to ries  in  the 
name o f the Republic o f Indone­
sia. The Round Table C onfer­
ence, w ith  a s ingle stroke, wiped 
aw ay th is  conquest. T h a t th is  
was possible shows th a t our revo­
lu tio n  has been stranded.”

The Indonesian w orkers are 
c learly  tak in g  in to  account the 
class con trad ic tions w ith in  the 
Indonesian Republic. D u rin g  the 
s tr ik e  o f the p lan ta tion  w orkers, 
a boycott was carried  on against 
the Jaka rta  da ily , Pedoman, 
which had slandered the s tr ike rs . 
The p rin te rs  and employees o f the 
p r in t in g  p la n t refused to do any 
w o rk  on th is  paper which had to 
suspend pub lica tion . M eanwhile, 
neighborhood com m ittees a t S ura­
baya adopted, a t a jo in t  meeting, 
a num ber o f sharp ly-w orded reso­
lu tions. Am ong the demands was 
the abrogation  o f h igher rates on 
gas and e le c tr ic ity , o therw ise the 
w o rk ing  popu lation would refuse 
to pay its  b ills .

U L T IM A T U M  IS S U E D  
A no the r demand was th a t the 

the d is tr ib u tio n  o f necessities be 
(Continued on page 8)

N A ZI GCNtRAlS  W ill  
H I AD NEW UllHRMACHT

By Joseph Keller
Western imperialism’s moves to reestablish a German 

army under the command of former Nazi generals is one 
of history’s supreme ironies. I t  was at Yalta less than six 
years ago, near the close o f the®- 
w a r th a t cost 60 m illio n  lives, th a t 
Roosevelt, C h u rch ill and S ta lin  
solem nly vowed “ our inflexible- 
purpose to destroy German m il i­
ta r is m .”

Now, reestablishm ent o f G er­
man m il ita ry  power —  th is  tim e 
as an a lly  o f “ dem ocra tic”  im ­
peria lism  —  is regarded by the 
ca p ita lis t powers, especia lly the 
U n ited  States, as indispensable 
to th e ir  plans fo r  w a r against the 
Soviet U n ion. H itle r , i t  seemk, 
m ay have the last laugh a fte r  
a ll.

N E W  W E H R M A C H T  P L A N N E D
Since the Brussels conference 

o f the 12 A tla n tic  Pact govern­
ments tw o  weeks ago, there has 
been less and less pretense th a t 
German rearm am ent, at least as 
envisioned by W ashington and 
Bonn,' is to be lim ited  and s tr ic t ly  
contro lled. W ha t is planned is a 
new W ehrm acht run hv the old 
N azi o ffice rs ’ corps.

A f te r  the f irs t  m eeting between 
the A llie d  H igh Commissioners 
and Chancellor Adenauer to ne­
go tia te  the te rm s o f German 
rearm am ent, i t  was announced 
th a t the A llie s  are prepared to 
make sweeping concessions to the 
Bonn governm ent o f fo rm e r Nazi 
ca rte lis ts  and m ilita r is ts . Thé 
A llie s  arc in the grotesque posi­
tio n  o f having to o ffe r  te rm s to 
the conquered to induce the 
la tte r ’s “ cooperation”  in rea rm ­
in g  to  defend the conquerors.

M A K E  A D E A L
On Dec. 21 the A llie d  H igh 

Commissioners reached agree­
m ent w ith  Adenauer to  p u t th e ir  
re la tions  “ on a con tractua l basis,”  
wh ich, said the Associated Press, 
“ im p lied  a sweeping away o f 
occupation con tro ls  in  exchange 
fo r  German p a rtic ip a tio n  in a

W est European a rm y .”  M ore­
over, " th e  A llie s  assured Aden­
auer th a t Germans would share 
in the command o f the unified 
a rm y,”  Adenauer h im se lf joyously- 
described the resu lts o f the 
secret conference as a “ g rea t 
step fo rw a rd .”

Hugh K a illie , president o f the 
U n ited  Press, who in te rv iew ed 
Adenauer, reported th a t w hat 
Bonn wants, in re tu rn  fo r  agree­
ment to become a spearhead o f 

(Continued on page 3)

German Unionists 
Oppose Scheme 
For Rearmament

R eflecting  the overwhelm ing 
opposition o f the German w o rk ­
ers to re m ilita r iz a tio n  as planned 
by the W estern powers and the 
Bonn ca p ita lis t governm ent, the 
Executive Com m ittee o f the G er­
man Federation o f Trade Unions 
in W estern Germ any attacked the 
rearm am ent scheme, dec la ring :

“ W ho can earnestly  believe th a t 
the w orkers are ready to defend 
the in te rests o f the p riv ileged 
classes? W ho is go ing to  pro tect 
a s ta te  th a t refuses its  workers 
equal r ig h ts  in  the economy o f 
the coun try?  . . .

“ Maybe they can find m er­
cenaries who, fo r  money, decora­
tions, and the fa lse splendor o f 
rank, are prepared to f ig h t here 
instead o f in some o ther p a r t o f 
the w orld . B U T  TH O S E  W H O  
R E A L L Y  M A T T E R  —  T H E  
G R E A T  M ASS O F W O R K IN G  
P E O P LE  —  W IL L  F IG H T  O N LY  
FO R  A  C A U S E  T H A T  IS 
T H E IR  O W N .”

Workers of the World, Unite !
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Bring the Troops
Back Now

An Editorial P. 3

Hoovers Speech 
Shows Rulers 

Split on Tactics
By John G. Wright P. 3

Asia's
Monroe Doctrine

By George Lavan P. 4

New Gestapo 
Powers Voted 
For the FBI

The power o f the F B I to func­
tion  a« an Am erican Gestapo 
would be s tro n g ly  increased under 
the provisions o f a new b ill sent 
Dec. 21 by Congress to the W hite  
House fo r  s igna tu re.

The b ill would empower the 
F B I to a rres t anyone w ith o u t 
w a rra n t i f  a G-man has “ reason­
able grounds”  to “ be lieve" a 
fe lony  has been com m itted. Th is 
loosely fo rm u la ted  b ill would 
make i t  possible fo r  the F B I to 
a rre s t any person on suspicion.

Such a law would be a clear 
v io la tion  o f the B ill o f R ights, 
which sta tes: “ The r ig h t  o f the 
people to be secure in  th e ir  per­
sons, houses, papers and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be vio lated, 
and no w a rran ts  sha ll issue but 
upon probable cause, supported 
by oath o r a ffirm a tio n , and pa r­
t ic u la r ly  describ ing the place to 
be searched, and the person or 
th ings  to  be seized.”

T h is  b i l l fo llow s  closely upon 
the recent decision o f a federa l 
C ourt o f Appeals in the Jud ith  
Coplon case, in which her con­
v ic tio n  was reversed because she 
had been arrested by the F B I 
w ith o u t a w a rran t.

In th is  ease, the C ourt ques­
tioned the C o n s titu tio n a lity  of 
such an a rrest, in  w h ich the F B I 
did no t even have p ro o f to show 
th a t there was “ danger o f the 
suspect, escaping”  as required in 
the old law.

NO O N E  S A F E
A ltho ug h  the old law  broad ly 

in te rp re ted  would a llow  the F B I 
to swoop down upon helpless c i t i ­
zens and place them under a rres t 
on the pi-etext th a t they m ig h t 
escape, the new b ill broadens the 
F B I power more easily to  v io la te  
the c iv il r ig h ts  o f ind iv idua ls.

The b ill would g ive F B I men 
the r ig h t to a rre s t w orkers they 
“ suspect”  or "be lieve”  are in ­
volved in  espionage, sabotage or 
o ther m a jo r crim es. Thus, a 
w o rke r who engaged in  m ilita n t 
union action in a p lant could be 
arrested w ith o u t a w a rra n t on the 
grounds tha t an F B I agent 
though t he was "sabo tag ing”  war 
production.

This b i ll is p a r t o f the process 
o f tra n s fo rm in g  the U-S. in to  a 
police state. The F B I has not 
hesitated in the past to invade the 
san c tity  o f the home, spy on the 
personal lives o f many ind iv idua ls, 
a rres t and hold “ suspects”  w ith ­
out w a rra n t. B u t now, these 
v io la tions o f c iv il r ig h ts  are to 
be legalized.

White House Launches 
Drive for Wage Freeze

T ig h te n in g  the B e lt

Truman-Acheson Block 
Negotiations With Mao

A fte r  almost fou r weeks o f 
fu t ile  negotia tions, p r im a r ily  by 
the Ind ian and A rab ian  delega­
tions at the U N , the Peip ing 
p len ipo tentia ries departed from  
Lake Success. The head o f the 
Chinese delegation W u Hsiu- 
ehuan placed the blame fo r  th is  
fa ilu re  to  reach a peaceful 
settlem ent o f the F a r East cris is 
upon the Am erican im peria lis ts . 
And that is exactly  where i t  
belongs.

The T rum an a d m in is tra tion  re ­
fused to negotiate w ith  China 
except on its  own term s. The 
B r it is h  press has carried  s ig n if i­
cant reve la tions on th is  score. The 
in flu e n tia l Manchester Guardian, 
fo r  example, disclosed th a t the 
main ba r to nego tia tions from  
the outset was the  “ unw illingness”  
o f Am erican dip lom ats to meet 
w ith  the Chinese. Lead ing th is  
pack who refuse to  tre a t Peip ing 
as an equal is S ecre tary o f State 
Acheson.

I t  was he, in p a rtic u la r, who 
“ would no t consider inclusion o f 
Form osa in any nego tia tions w ith  
the Chinese Com m unists,”  re ­
ported the M anchester G uardian.

C H IN A ’S V IE W S
A p a rt fro m  o ther considera­

tions, the Chinese could no t view  
th is  re fusa l even to discuss issues 
w ith  them, otherw ise than as an 
in su lt, especia lly an issue so 
v ita l to  th e ir  coun try  as Formosa.

They took it, as i t  was intended, 
fo r  a re fusa l to accord them  the 
trea tm e n t o f an equal.

Wu Hsiu - ehuan had made i t  
p la in  th a t his governm ent would 
to le ra te  no trea tm e n t as a puppet 
or an in fe r io r, would not be 
ordered around, and could no t be 
cowed by b lus te r o r threats. This 
was made so p la in  th a t one su r­
prised U N  delegate rem arked 
th a t P e ip ing ’s representatives do 
“ not speak a t a ll like  the Chinese 
whom we have learned to love 
and respect.”  E m pha tica lly , no.

The representatives o f revo lu ­
tio n a ry  China not on ly speak d i f ­
fe re n tly  but act d iffe re n t ly  from  
I he co rru p t and serv ile  colonial 
flunk ies to whom the im p e ria lis ts  
have grown so accustomed and 
whom they love to  trea t con­
descendingly, w ith  a t ing e  o f 
contem pt.

A p p a re n tly  i t  w i l l  take more 
than the d isaster a lready suffe red 
in Korea before the snobbish 
bandits o f im peria lism  learn to 
accept the new w orld  power which 
is China. W ashington, prodded 
by Gen. M a cA rth u r, keeps to y in g  
w ith  the no tion  o f a “ lim ited  
w a r”  aga inst Peip ing. A ccord ing 
to  an Associated Press dispatch, 
Dec. 26, the U.S. intends to press 
next week in the U N  fo r  “ a w orld  
economic boyco tt”  as a possible 
“ next step”  aga inst the Mao 
regim e.

M eanwhile, a b lus te ring  rad io 
speech was made in  N o rw ay by 
T rygve  L ie , U N  General Secre­
ta ry , fa lse ly  b lam ing  China fo r  
any w a r th a t m ig h t re s u lt fro m  
the Korean adventure, o f which 
L ie  was one o f the p rom inen t p ro ­
m oters. Thus, the se ttin g  is being 
prepared fo r  another a tte m p t to 
have the U N  brand China as “ an 
aggressor.”  Th is , too, is  now 
"under s tudy”  in W ashington. 
T rum an-Acheson are w o rk in g  to 
provide Gen. M a c A rth u r w ith  the 
U N  cover he needs to  conduct the 
“ new w a r”  he pe rsona lly  p ro ­
claim ed when h is  arm ies were 
routed a t the M anchurian  border.

Iro n ic a lly  enough, the same 
people who pers is t in  tre a tin g  
China as a colon ia l dependency 
are g iv in g  w orld  p u b lic ity  to 
a rum ored r i f t  between Peip ing 
and Moscow. Last week, w ith in  
the space o f 48 hours, the N . Y . 
T im es fron t-paged tw o cables, 
one from  Tokyo and the o ther 
from  Belgrade. The g is t o f both 
reports  is tha t China was cha l­
leng ing  not alone in  Korea bu t 
also th roughou t Asia, the K re m ­
lin ’s pretensions to  dom inate. 
W hile  th is  is s t i l l  in  the realm  
o f reports, the re a lity  is  th a t the 
dom ination o f U.S. im peria lism  in 
A s ia  has been challenged, and 
th is  in  dead seriousness by China.

(The reported China - Moscow 
r i f t  w i l l  be fu lly  trea ted in  our 
next issue —  Ed.)

Fourth International’s Appeal to Yugoslav Communists
Comrades:

In  face o f the change in  the 
fo re ign  po licy o f your govern­
ment since the Korean w ar, i t  is 
no longer possible to  hide the 
uneasiness which has seized the 
revo lu tiona ry  forces th roughou t 
the w orld  who since its  break w ith  
the K re m lin  have placed th e ir  
active  sym pathy, th e ir enthusiasm 
and th e ir  hopes in  the Yugoslav 
revo lu tion .

T h is  uneasiness is now being 
trans fo rm ed  in to  the d is tress ing 
fee lin g  th a t a rea l catastrophe is 
approaching w h ich could w ipe out 
a l l the  progressive in fluence thus 
fa r  exerted by the Yugoslav revo­
lu tio n  on the in te rna tiona l labor 
movement. I t  flo w s  fro m  the 
recent declarations o f Yugoslav 
leaders w h ich  are in te rp re ted  as 
d ra gg ing  Y ugoslav fo re ign  po licy  
in  the  wake o f Am erican im ­
pe ria lism  and its  tool, the U n ited  
N ations.

Unless the re  is a p ro m p t and

firm  reaction by yo u r p a rty  which 
would correct the course towards 
a cap itu la tion  to  the demands o f 
im p e ria lism  ou tlined by y o u r gov­
ernm ent, p ro le ta rian  Yugoslav ia  
w i l l  lose the  sym path ies i t  has 
won among the in te rna tiona l 
revo lu tiona ry  vanguard and pa r­
t ic u la r ly  among the w o rke r and 
colonial masses fo llo w in g  the 
Com m unist parties.

M A IN  STR E N G TH
U p to the Korean w a r the m ain 

s treng th  o f yo u r revo lu tion  was 
you r independence tow a rd  M os­
cow and W ashington and the 
m any tim es repeated prom ise o f 
a ll you r leaders n o t to  t ie  them ­
selves to any bloc and to  fo llo w  a 
t r u ly  M a rx is t-L e n in is t line.

P ro le ta rian  Yugoslav ia  now ap­
pears to  be abandoning its  inde­
pendent po licy and to  be a lign in g  
its e lf  w ith  the im p e ria lis t bloc 
directed by W ashing ton. Y ou r 
governm ent does so to  the extent

th a t i t  now discovers the “ con­
s tru c tiv e ”  and “ pacific”  ro le of 
A m erican im peria lism , its  “ d is in ­
terested”  aid, the re la tive  benefits 
o f the “ M arsha ll P lan,”  .and 
would be ready to r a t ify  the deci­
sions o f the overw helm ing ca p ita l­
is t m a jo r ity  o f the U N  in  de fin­
ing  and invok in g  penalties against 
the “ aggressor”  in  the person o f 
the colon ia l peoples o f Korea and 
China s tru g g lin g  fo r  th e ir  inde­
pendence. Such an a ttitu d e  could 
on ly rea lize the hopes o f the 
K re m lin  which has been try in g , 
ever since the f irs t  day o f your 
ru p tu re  w ith  it ,  to iso late Y ugo­
slavia  in  order to make i t  cap itu ­
la te  to im peria lism  and thus 
d isc red it i t  in  the eyes o f the 
p ro le ta rian  and colon ia l masses 
in fluenced by the  Com m unist 
parties.

No doubt y o u r serious in te rna l 
d iff ic u lt ie s  and fe a r o f a m il ita ry  
a tta ck  fro m  the arm ies o f the 
K re m lin  exp la in  the ex te n t o f the

concessions yo u r governm ent is 
n o w  m aking to the im peria lis ts . 
C e rta in ly , the blockade to which 
the K rem lin  has subjected Y ugo­
s lav ia  to p reven t the success of 
yo u r experience w ith  a free 
developm ent o f the revo lu tion , as 
w e ll as the weakness o f the aid 
you have received fro m  the w orld 
w o rk in g  class up to the present, 
have con tribu ted to  weaken the 
resistance o f y o u r governm ent in  
the face o f the b ru ta l demands o f 
im peria lism . We tho ro ug h ly  ap­
precia te  a ll th is  and the necessity 
to  make certa in  compromises, but 
we cannot and do n o t ju s t i fy  
such a pronounced trend  tow ard 
cap itu la tion .

SOLE R E A L  SUPPO RT

We consider on the con tra ry  
th a t the path on which your gov­
ernm ent is d irec tin g  the fo re ign  
po licy o f Yugoslavia , fa r  from  
b rin g in g  a solu tion to  the serious 
in te rn a l d iff ic u lt ie s  o f the coun try

and the menace o f m il ita ry  a ttack  
from  the K rem lin , w i l l  have on ly 
the e ffec t o f weakening Y ugo­
slavia by dep riv ing  i t  o f its  sole 
real support —  the sym pathy and 
active aid o f the w orld  w o rk ing  
class and colonial m illions.

F rom  the v iew po in t o f the gen­
era l and h is to rica l in te rests  o f 
the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t, the aim  is 
no t to  save the power conquered 
in  any given coun try  a t no m a tte r 
w h a t cost o r by any and a ll 
de form ations and concessions. 
M arx, Rosa Luxem burg, and 
Len in  ta u g h t us th a t some defeats 
are w o rth  in fin ite ly  more than 
certa in  v ic to ries ; th a t there are 
“ v ic to ries ”  and adaptations which 
are in re a lity  crush ing defeats.

I f  Yugoslav ia  should cap itu la te  
before A m erican im peria lism , i t  
m ay benefit fro m  a resp ite  and 
safeguard fo r  a period the eco­
nom ic and social bases o f its  
w o rkers ’ regim e. B u t in re a lity  
an a lignm en t o f its  fo re ig n  po licy

w ith  th a t o f the im p e ria lis ts  
would in the long run have 
inevitab le  in te rn a l repercussions 
end its  p ro le ta rian  reg im e would 
be doomed.

In  the in te rim , its  existence 
would not con tribu te  to the re 
awakening and regroupm ent o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  forces o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t and the colon ia l 
masses, bu t to  th e ir  p ro s tra tion  
before the Soviet bureaucracy 
and S ta lin ism .

In  order no t to cap itu la te  be­
fo re  im peria lism  and the g ro w in g  
in te rna l d ifficu ltie s , is i t  then 
necessary pu re ly  and s im p ly  to 
abdicate fro m  power and conclude 
th a t there is no longer any pe r­
spective fo r  the w orkers  state 
and socialism  in  Y ugoslavia?

N o t a t a ll!
I t  is no t in  our power nor is i t  

ou r in te n tio n  to  in s t i l l  defeatism  
in  you. Hold out, m aneuver a t 
home and abroad, exp lo it in te rna - 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

Auto Ruling Sets Precedent 
For Curb on All Pay Boosts

By Art Preis
Truman has followed his “ national emergency”  de­

cree for austerity and a garrison state w ith the firs t major 
move toward a wage freeze. This is the temporary direc­
t ive  by Economic S ta b ilize r A la n ®
Valentine, e ffec tive  u n t il M arch
1, to bar any im provem ents in. 
au to wage contracts.

Since the C IO  auto w orkers are 
not pressing fo r  con tractua l 
changes now and since these con-

Food and Rents 
Soar; Consumer 
Action Needed

Prices o f a ll necessities con­
tinue to  soar as the T rum an  ad­
m in is tra tio n  leaves i t  up to  the 
p ro fitee rs ’ “ honor”  to  m a in ta in  
“ fa ir  standards.”  Food and re n t 
—  com pris ing  some 60% o f the 
expenses o f the average w o rk ing  
class fa m ily  —  are pushing past 
th e ir  a ll- t im e  h igh  po ints. •

In  New  Y o rk  C ity  la s t week, 
fo r  instance, the d a iry  and baking 
trus ts  again h iked m ilk  and bread 
prices, despite evidence o f c ity  
investiga tions th a t p r e v i o u s  
boosts since the Korean w a r began 
were o u tr ig h t ex to rtions.

W H O L E S A L E  P R IC E S  U P
Testim ony before a Senate 

Preparedness Subcom m ittee on 
Dec. 15 showed th a t the govern­
m en t’s arm am ents b ill was boost­
ed §3 b illio n  since June 25 by price 
r i s e  s. W holesale com m odity 
prices, the rea l t ip  - o f f  on the 
fu tu re  cost o f liv in g , are up 38% 
in s ix  months.

Even i f  T rum an pu ts  his “ m an­
da to ry  con tro ls ”  in to  e ffe c t nex t 
sp ring , as threatened, there  is 
l i t t le  like lihood the governm ent 
w i l l  e ffe c tiv e ly  enforce price 
ceilings. Such enforcem ent is 
possible o n ly  by mass consumers 
com m ittees, o f un ion is ts , house­
wives and fa rm ers , w ith  power 
to f ix  and police prices.

tra c ts  by th e ir  own te rm s are 
fixed fo r  five  years, the o rder w i l l  
have no p ra c tica l e ffe c t on the 
auto w o rke rs ’ im m edia te wages.

B u t the  order does have g re a t 
s ignificance as a precedent th a t 
w i l l  have trem endous e ffe c t on 
the wages o f a ll labo r in  the long  
run. I t  is an assertion by the gov­
ernm ent o f the wage - freez ing  
p rinc ip le  —  the f irs t  step in  the 
enforcem ent o f the wage ' ‘s tab i­
liz a tio n ”  clause in  the Defense 
M ob iliza tio n  A c t  passed by the 
las t Congress and signed by  T ru ­
man.

A  P R E C E D E N T
T hrou gh  V a len tine ’s auto order, 

the ad m in is tra tio n  has exercised 
the power to  freeze wage con­
trac ts . W hat is  to  p reven t th a t 
po licy fro m  being extended to  
o ther —  in  fac t, a ll —  industries?. 
T h a t is c learly  the aim  o f the gov­
ernm ent w h ich regards the meas­
ure taken in  the au to  in d u s try  
m ere ly as p a rt o f the groundw ork 
to r  the u ltim a te  establishm ent o f 
a general wage “ s ta b iliza tion ,”  a  
m islead ing w ord fo r  w age-freez­
ing.

A t  issue in  the case o f the 
auto w o rkers  a re  the escalator 
clauses they have won in  m ost 
o f th e ir  contracts, in c lud ing  those 
w ith  General M otors, C h rys le r 
and Ford. T h a t issue the W age 
S tab iliza tion  Board was able to  
avoid because the ne x t upw ard 
au tom atic  ad jus tm en t o f wages 
in line  w ith  price  rises is no t due 
u n t il M arch 1.

V a len tine ’s o rder ne ithe r ap­
proved no r disapproved o f the  
app lica tion  o f the esca la tor 
clause, s ta tin g  th a t the freez ing  
o f the auto contracts was “ w ith ­
ou t im p lica tion  as to  the eventual 
approva l o r  d isapprova l”  o f the  
escalator clauses. W a lte r Reuther, 

(C ontinued on page 4)

BIG BUSINESS MEN HEAD 
GARRISON STATE’ SETUP

The Truman administration which has begun the 
transformation of the U.S. into a "garrison state” w ith its 
proclamation of a “ national emergency” is now giving all
the posts o f command to  B ig ®
Businessmen

Sim ultaneous w ith  the declara­
tion  o f the “ em ergency”  was the 
appo in tm en t o f Charles E. W ilson 
as D ire c to r o f the O ffice o f 
Defense M ob iliza tion . A s the 
N . Y. Tim es sum m arized i t ,  T ru ­
man “ delegated m ost o f h is  own 
w a rtim e  powers to ”  W ilson, 
“ whose unpara lle led con tro ls  over 
the c o u n try ’s'economy w il l  be sub­
je c t on ly  to P res iden tia l veto.”

W ilson was the president o f 
General E le c tr ic , one o f the 
greatest m onopolistic a n ti - labor 
corpora tions in  the coun try . The 
new Defense M ob ilize r im m e­
d ia te ly  a fte r  appo in tm en t an­
nounced his appo intm ent o f Gen­
era l Lucius C lay and S. J. W e in ­
berg as specia lists. C lay ’s q u a li­
fications include having been 
Chairm an o f the Board o f Con­
tin e n ta l Can Co. and the fo rm er 
M il i ta ry  G overnor o f U.S.-oc­
cupied Germ any. W einberg was 
senior pa rtn e r o f a W a ll S tree t 
banking firm .

M O N O P O LY  P R E S ID E N T
O ther recent appo intm ents in ­

clude: W illia m  H . H a rrison ,
president o f In te rn a tio n a l Te le­
phone and Telegraph, a w o rld ­
w ide m onopoly, appointed to  the 
post o f A d m in is tra to r o f the  N a ­
tion a l P roduction  A u th o r ity . Th is 
is the m ain  agency fo r  c o n tro llin g  
production, a llo ca tin g  scarce m a­
te r ia ls  and re q u is itio n in g  neces­
sary fa c ilit ie s .

A la n  V a len tine  appointed to  
the post o f A d m in is tra to r o f

Economic S tab iliza tion . He w i l l  
set wage and p rice  po licy . H e 
is a  rea c tion a ry  Republican, 
a pro fessional denouncer o f New  
Deal concessions to  labo r as 
“ reg im en ta tion .”

John D . Sm all, pres ident o f 
M axson Food System s, Inc . and 
vice-president o f Em erson Radio 
now heads the  M un itio ns  Board.

Thomas D udley Cabot, Boston 
in d u s tr ia lis t and banker, appo in t­
ed cha irm an o f the Com m ittee on 
In te rn a tio n a l S ecu rity  A f fa irs .

C yrus C h ing, pro fessiona l labo r 
re la tio ns  m an fo r  corpora tions 
and governm ent m ed ia to r, fo rm ­
e rly  o f U.S. Rubber Co., appointed 
cha irm an o f the W age S tab iliza ­
tio n  Board.

LA B O R  L E A D E R S  O U T
The labo r bureaucrats have 

been com ple te ly frozen  o u t on 
“ em ergency”  appointm ents. These 
lo y a l lackeys o f T rum an  w atch in  
chagrin  as Republicans, a n t i-F a ir  
Dealers —  i t  m a tte rs  n o t w hat, 
as long as they are recommended 
by the m onopolists —  ge t the  
im p o rta n t posts.

The U n ited  Labo r Com m ittee, 
rep resenting  the A F L , CIO, 
R a ilroad B rotherhoods and the 
M ach in is ts ’ U n ion, has made th is  
b it te r  p ro te s t: “ W e re g re t th a t 
to date labo r has n o t en joyed 
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  fu l l  p a rtic ip a tio n  
in  the m ob iliza tion  e ffo r t .  . . .  N o  
one g'roup has a m onopoly o f 
ideas in  the  m ob iliza tion  o f ou r 
resources.”
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PROMINENT FIGURES ORGANIZE 
GROUP TO REPEAL McCARRAN LAW

— Yugoslavia Seen With Open Eyes: 9 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Policy and the 'New  Course'
---------------  By Ernest G e rm a in ----------------------------------------- ------------------- ————  -------------------------------------------------------------------

Formation of a committee of thirty-two prominent 
Americans to figh t for repeal of the McCarran police-state 
law was announced Dec. 2G by Dean John B. Thompson,
o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago, and •)—
R obert M orss Lo ve tt, spokesmen 
fo r  the group.

“ The hys te ria  and in tim id a tio n  
the law has evoked in  the two 
m onths since its  passage have 
opened the eyes o f many who were 
no t fu lly  aware o f the dangers o f 
such repressive le g is la tio n ,”  the 
spokesmen said.

C O M M IT T E E  M E M B E R S
O ther in it ia to rs  o f the repeal 

cam paign include Thomas Mann 
and E m ily  Greene Baleh, Nobel 
P rize  w inners ; Bishop W . J. W alls  
a f the A .M .E . Zion Church; F ra n k  
Rosenblum, secre ta ry -treasu re r o f 
the  CIO A m algam ated C lo th ing

W orkers  o f A m erica ; P ie rre  van 
Passen, au tho r and U n ita r ia n  
c le rgym an ; F ra n k  A yde lo tte , I n ­
s t itu te  o f Advanced Studies and 
Dr. John A. M ackay, P resident o f 
P rinceton Theologica l Sem inary.

O ther in it ia to rs  o f the repeal 
cam paign, who stated th a t they 
believe the law  to be uncons titu ­
tiona l, Were:

D r. A braham  Cronbach, Hebrew 
U n ion  College; P ro f. A . G. Bor- 
gese, U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago; P ro f. 
Zachariah Chafes J r., H a rva rd  
U n iv e rs ity ; D r. M a rk  A . Dawber, 
fo rm e r executive secretary, Home 
M issions Council o f N o rth  A m e r­
ica; M rs. W e i th y  H onsinger

GORDY DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
GAINS SUPPORT OF NAACP

DETROIT — Despite earlier reluctance of Negro 
leaders to defend Charles Gordy Sr., on tria l for murder­
ing one cop and wounding another, the Detroit NAACP at 
its  annual m em bership m eeting®

>.nd the D e tro it Police D epart-on Dec. 17 ove rw he lm ing ly  voted 
to  g ive  fu l l  m ora l and financial- 
s u p p o rt to the G ordy Defense 
Com m ittee. A bout a hundred 
members attended and reflected 
the  hatred o f D e tro it ’s Negroes 
tow a rd  the c ity ’s “ tr ig g e r-h a p p y ”  
arid N e g ro -h a tin g  cops.

The G ordy Defense Com m ittee 
is  established to susta in G ordy, 
charged w ith  firs t degree m urder, 
in  his r ig h t to pro tect h im se lf and 
home against police t e r r o r  
methods.

E A R L IE R  A C T IO N S
T ie  recent vote o f the N A A C P  

m em bership is but a cu lm ina tion  
o f  actions taken e a rlie r by public- 
sp ir ite d  citizens in c lud in g  m in ­
is ters, law yers and doctors. These 
have been con tacting  churches 
and labo r unions fo r  support and 
have been successful in  raising. 
$500 in a cam paign ju s t begin­
n ing .

The D e tro it  N A A C P , in re ­
sponse to s trong  sen tim ent in the 
Negro com m unity, stated th is  
pas t week, “ The recent d is tu rb ­
ance in  our com m unity  which 
resu lted in the fa ta l shooting of 
an o ffice r o f the D e tro it Police 
D epa rtm en t and the serious 
w ounding o f another, lays bare, 
We believe, chronic and basic i l l  
in  the re la tions o f the com m unity

m ent. . . .

T R O U B L E  SPOT
“ I t  is  the troub le-spot in  police 

behavior . . . where Negroes arc 
concerned, a chronic ind ica tion  o f 
the evil o f race pre judice. V ery 
s im p ly , the problem is one o f 
im proper and abusive tactics.”  
The sta tem ent continued: “ P la in ly  
the evidence po in ts to the fo llo w ­
ing conclusions:

“ The a rre s t o f Charles G ord j' 
Jr., w ith ou t a w a rra n t was in ­
defensible and another g la r in g  
ind ica tion  o f the p a tte rn  estab lish­
ed by members o f the D e tro it 
Police Force o f in d isc rim ina te ly  
m aking  attests W ith fiu t W arrants. 
To have taken G ordy Jr., ha lf- 
dressed, and to have handcuffed 
his hands behind h im  was a 
serious act o f counterabuse. . . .

“ Physical abuse such as knock­
ing and s tr ik in g  persons on the 
head as they came out o f the 
B u tle r  residence m ust be con­
demned.”

The statem ent concludes by 
proposing “ s tr ic t adherence to 
the law  o f a rrests and seizures 
w ith o u t w a rra n t,”  and “ aside 
fro m  a thorough in ves tig a tion  of 
the G ordy inc iden t by the Police 
D epartm ent, a separate inves tiga ­
tio n  by  a c itizens’ com m ittee, and 
a pub lic  hearing .”

F isher, Chairm an, W orld  Day o f 
P ra ye r Com m ittee, the R ig h t Rev. 
Ben jam in  D. B agw e ll, P ro testant 
Episcopal Bishop o f Oregon.

A lso  Dr. E dw in  T. Dahlberg, 
Je lm ar B ap tis t Church, St. Louis; 
’ ro f. E. F ra n k lin  F raz ie r, How ard 
U n iv e rs ity ; the Rev. John Raul 
Jones, U n ion  Church o f Bay 
Ridge, B roo k lyn ; Rabbi Leo Jung, 
Rabbinical Council o f A m erica ; 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy, P ortland 
area, the M ethodist Church; 
M ethodist Bishop F ranc is  J. Mc- 
C o n n e l l ;  Carey M cW illiam s, 
au tho r; D r. A lexander M eik le - 
john. Berkeley, C a lif., fo rm e r 
president o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
W isconsin; D r. A lb e rt W. Palm er, 
m odera tor o f Congregational- 
C h ris tian  Churches o f Am erica.

In  addition, the R ig h t Rev. 
Edw ard L. Parsons, Episcopal 
Bishop, re tire d , o f San F rancisco; 
L inus Pau ling, C a lifo rn ia  In ­
s titu te  o f Technology; P ro f. Ralph 
B arton P erry , H a rva rd ; D r. 
Edw in ' M cN e iil Poteat, Pullham  
M em oria l Chapel, R ale igh, N.C.; 
Paul T illic h , Un ion Theological 
Sem inary, New Y o rk ; M rs. M . E. 
T illy ,  Southern Regional Council, 
A tla n ta ; Charles J. T urek. P res i­
dent, M acalester College; and 
Oswald Veblen, In s titu te  o f A d ­
vanced Study, P rinceton.

A l l  development is , at bottom , 
expla ined by contrad ictions. T o ­
day there is an apparent, con tra ­
d ic tion  in  the evo lu tion o f the 
Yugoslav Com m unist P a rty  since 
its  break w ith  the K re m lin , and 
that, con trad ic tion  helps expla in 
many questions as to  where Y u ­
goslavia is go ing today. T h is  ap­
pa ren t con trad ic tion  consists, on 
the one side, o f the extrem e ly 
progressive trend  o f the C P Y ’s 
in te rn a l po licy, its  conscious and 
sincere a tte m p t to  develop w o rk ­
ers’ democracy in  the country , 
and, on the other, o f the hesitant, 
and o ften  fa lse , op po rtu n is t trend 
o f its  in te rn a tio n a l po licy.

O f course, the C P Y ’s break 
w ith  S ta lin ism  has b rough t many 
progressive resu lts  on the in te r ­
na tiona l f ie ld  too. S u ffice  i t  to 
m ention the s ilen t co rrection  by 
the CPY o f its  German po licy  in  
1949, its  com ing over to the p r in ­
cip le o f re s to r in g  fu l l  sovereign­
ty  to the German people w ith o u t 
in te rfe rence  by any o f the v ic ­
to rious b ig  powers. The denun­
c ia tion  o f the w ay the “ b u ffe r ”  
countries are exp lo ited by the So­
v ie t bureaucracy is another posi­
tiv e  fea tu re  o f Y ugoslav fo re ig n  
po licy as i t  has evolved d u rin g  
the la s t tw o  years.

Top Brass

L t. Gen. A lfre d  M . G ruenthcr, Secretary o f the  A rm y  F rank  
Pace and Gen. J. Law ton C ollins pose fo r  p u b lic ity  ju s t before 
they board a plane in  W ash ing ton fo r  the recent conference o f 
A t la n t ic  Pact governm ents in  Brussels, Belg ium . These U.S. 
top brass pushed the plan fo r  rea rm ing  o f c a p ita lis t W estern 
Germ any adopted by the conference.

In  colonial m atte rs , the Y ug o ­
slav Com m unists took d u rin g  th is  
same period a much g rea te r in ­
terest than before. They genuine­
ly  understood the w o rld -h is to ric  
im portance o f the Chinese revo­
lu tio n  and tr ie d  to  w arn  the C h i­
nese Com m unists, a t  least 
th rou gh  the press and propagan­
da, about the dangers o f Russian 
in te rven tion . T h e ir d ip lom atic  
recogn ition  o f Ho Chi M in li ’s re ­
gim e in  V ie tnam  (Indo -C h ina ) 
likew ise showed th e ir  understand­
in g  o f the  im portance o f colonial 
revo lu tions in  our epoch.

F U L L E R  U N D E R S T A N D IN G
F in a lly , fro m  the po in t o f view  

o f the in te rna tiona l w o rk in g  
class movement, the Yugoslav 
Com m unists reached a tho rough  
understand ing o f the reac tiona ry  
ro le  o f the Soviet bureaucracy in  
w o rld  a ffa irs  and in  the labor 
movement. They analyzed cor­
re c tly  the o rig in s  and sign ificance 
o f the degeneration o f the Soviet 
U n ion , fo llo w in g  ve ry  closely the 
lines o f analysis made p rev ious ly  
by Leon T ro ts k y  and the in te rn a ­
tio n a l T ro ts k y is t movem ent. They 
also a rrived  a t a correct theory  
concerning- the causes fo r  the de­
fea ts and setbacks su ffe red by 
the S ta lin is t m ovem ent d u rin g  the 
la s t years especially in  Greece, 
I ta ly ,  F rance and W estern G er­
m any, a the o ry  w h ich is again 
ve ry  s im ila r  to  the one elaborated 
by  the T ro ts k y is t pa rties  o f these 
countries.

The progress o f the  Yugoslav 
Com m unists, w ith  rega rd  to  in ­
te rna l p o lit ic a l m atters, became 
sweeping a t the beg inn ing o f 
1950, lead ing  up to  the la w  on 
the w o rkers ’ councils o f June 28 
A s against th is , however, the 
much s lower evo lu tion  on issues 
o f in te rn a tio n a l po licy became re ­
tarded even more, and then sud­
denly reversed its  previous course 
w ith  the launch ing  o f the  peace 
cam paign by  the  Y ugos lav N a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee fo r  the Defense 
o f Peace; w ith  the stand taken 
by  the Yugoslav governm ent in  
the U N  on the Korean w a r, and 
w ith  the genera l a tt itu d e  o f the 
Y ugoslav U N  delegation. How 
exp la in  th is  d is p a rity ?

The basic exp lanation  is very 
sim ple. The progressive in te rna l 
development o f Yugoslav ia  is the 
resu lt o f a conscious a ttem pt by 
the loaders o f the CPY to broad­
en and ac liv ize  th e ir  p ro le ta rian  
support in  face o f in te rn a l and 
ex te rna l foes. T h is  development, 
takes place under conditions of

increased in te rn a tio n a l pressure 
from  the K re m lin  and its  sa te l­
lites, who f ir s t  w an t to d iscred it 
Yugoslavia in the eyes o f the in ­
te rna tion a l w o rk in g  class before 
t ry in g  to ove rth row  the reg im e; 
and a t the same tim e  pressure 
from  the A m erican bourgeoisie 
which cyn ica lly  tries  to u tilize  the 
K re m lin ’s pressure in order to 
e x to rt g reater and grea te r con­
cessions from  the Yugoslav gov­
ernm ent before g ra n tin g  any e f­
fective economic help.

In te rn a lly  the re la tio n  o f fo r ­
ces is. at least fo r  the moment, 
thanks to the existence o f the 
w o rkers ’ sta le , favo rab le  to the 
CPY, and allows i t  successfully 
to  res is t hostile  pressure and 
even to react v ig o ro u s ly  against 
it .  B u t on the in te rn a tio n a l fie ld  
the reverse holds true . The re ­
la tionsh ip  o f forces here is over­
w h e lm ing ly  un favorab le  fo r  the 
Yugoslav re vo lu tion ; and th is  has 
led the l ’ ugoslav governm ent to 
y ie ld  a t least in  p a rt to the  hos­
t ile  pressure b ro ug h t to  bear 
upon it .

SER IO U S S E TB A C K
F rom  the standpo in t o f the in ­

terests o f the Y ugoslav revo lu ­
tio n  whose conquests they w an t 
to  safeguard —  no t to  m ention 
the  in te rests  o f the in te rn a tio n ­
al w o rk in g  class —  the oppor­
tu n is t devia tions o f the Y ugo­
slav leaders in  fo re ig n  po licy  
represent a serious setback and 
a g rea t tragedy. They provide 
fue l fo r  S ta lin is t slanders about 
“ Y ugos lav ia ’s having become an 
A m erican sa te llite ”  —  slanders 
which u n fo rtu n a te ly  are s t i l l  ta k ­
en seriously by m illio n s  o f hon­
est: Com m unists in  France, I ta ly  
Eastern Europe, China, the whole 
F a r  E ast and the USSR its e lf ;  
slanders w h ich  can be on ly  g ra d ­
u a lly  exposed byr the clearest pos­
sible position  on the p a r t  o f the 
Y ugos lav leaders in a ll m a tte rs  
re lating- to fo re ig n  po licy.

The present course shuts o f f  
the Yugoslav Com m unists from  
many opportun ities  fo r  expansion 
in the w o rk ing  class movement, 
which are created by the cu rre n t 
po licy o f S ta lin ism . It  w i l l  in ­
ev itab ly  weaken even the in te r ­
nal cohesion o f the CPY, which 
is composed o f thousands o f real 
Com m unists, loya l to  the core to  
Communism, who up to  now have 
heard no th ing  but lies from  the 
S ta lin is t propaganda agencies 
bu t who now, fo r  the f ir s t  tim e, 
have some reason fo r  doubts

about the policy o f th e ir  leader­
ship.

F ore ign  pressure on the Y ugo­
slav w orkers state is tremendous 
and is increasing un re len tin g ly . 
The Soviet bureaucracy employs 
aga inst re v o lu tio n a ry  Y ugoslavia  
a ll the methods o f counter-revo­
lu tio n a ry  oppressions w h ich i t  has 
developed since its  in te rven tion  
in the Spanish C iv il W ar, com­
b in in g  these w ith  a ll the m il ita ry  
and s e m i-m ilita ry  pressure wh ich 
i t  can b r in g  to  bear aga ins t a 
sm all state. M il i ta r y  m aneuvers 
are staged a long the fro n tie rs . 
Troops and arm ored d iv is ions are 
concentrated. M il i ta r y  d ig n ita r ­
ies, like  M arshals V orosh ilov  and 
M a linovsky, de live r p rovoca to ry 
speeches. Spies and w reckers are 
sent in to  the coun try . In d u s tr ia l 
and m il ita ry  sabotage is a tte m p t­
ed. A  fu r io u s  cam paign o f s lan­
der and den ig ra tion  is  conduct­
ed by a ll the rad io  sta tions o f the 
USSR and the sa te llite  countries.

A l l  th is  forces the Yugoslav 
Com m unists to be constan tly  on 
guard, to  keep a la rge  a rm y  ip 
a constant s tate o f preparedness, 
to increase m il ita ry  expenditures 
and broaden counter-espionage, 
and to devote to  a ll th is  much 
m ore a tten tion , funds, m anpower 
and cadres than  the developm ent 
o f the cou n try  tow a rd  f u l l  w o rk ­
ers democracy can a ffo rd .

On the o ther hand, the im ­
p e r ia lis t powers, g ra n tin g  re lu c t­
a n tly  an occasional loan, le t 
m onths pass before ne g o tia tin g  
new ones, postpone fo r  m onths 
the paym ent o f loaris granted , 
and fo llo w  a line  o f le tt in g  the 
economic s itu a tio n  o f the coun­
t r y  de terio ra te , to the po in t 
where some b ig  concessions can 
be extorted. The im m ediate aim s 
o f th is  im p e ria lis t pressure are 
c lear: to  d raw  Y ugos lav ia  in to  
the m il ita ry  schemes o f A ng lo - 
Am erican im p e ria lism  in  the 
M ed ite rranean; to ob ta in  m il i­
ta ry  bases; to  lega lize  some 
bourgeois po iitie a l pa rties  w h ich 
would help fro m  w ith in  to p u ll 
the coun try  in the same d irec­
tio n ; to  w r in g  fro m  the Y ugo­
slav governm ent guarantees fo r  
such a course; to  com m it the 
Yugoslav governm ent to  a pledge 
th a t in case o f m il i ta ry  aggres­
sion by the K re m lin , Y ugoslav ia  
would a llo w  U.S. troops (d is ­
guised as “ U N  troops” ) on its  
soil. The u ltim a te  goal o f th is  
pressure is the o u tr ig h t re s to ra ­
tion  o f cap ita lism  in the country, 
the ove rth row  o f the d ic ta to rsh ip
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t io n a l antagonism s as much as 
possible, f ig h t to the fin ish  —  th a t 
is our line. B u t th is  should be 
done w ith o u t ever losing s igh t 
o f  the h is to rica l conditions and 
lim ita tio n s  o f th is  necessary 
s trugg le , as w e ll as the lim its  o f 
perm issib le maneuvers. The s tru g ­
g le  fo r  socialism  in  Y ugoslav ia  is 
subord inate to the s trugg le  o f 
the  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
fo r  w o rld  socialism .

I f ,  in  the course o f such a 
s trugg le , the w orkers  state suc­
cumbed in Y ugoslavia , i t  would 
no t be a pure and sim ple defeat 
b u t an enrichm ent o f the  ex­
perience and m ora l cap ita l o f the 
in te rn a tio n a l labo r movement, an 
im p o rta n t s tim u la n t fo r  new 
ba ttles  and g re a te r and decisive 
v ic to ries  over w o rld  cap ita lism  
end a ll forces hostile  to  the 
revo lu tion .

T H E  M A R X IS T  L IN E
Such was the line  o f M a rx , the 

lin e  o f Rosa Luxem burg , the line  
o f the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l up to 
the  death o f Lenin, and i t  is also 
ou r line .

Such is not, however, the 
na tu re  o f the fo re ign  p o licy  you r 
governm ent has entered upon.

The b u ild in g  o f socialism  in  
Y ugos lav ia  seems to he considered 
b y  y o u r governm ent as an end in  
its e lf  w h ich can be a tta ined 
independently o f th is  or th a t con­
cession and o f the repercussion 
o f  these concessions on the in ­
te rn a tio n a l labo r movement.

So th a t Y ugoslav ia  m ay benefit 
fro m  the suppo rt o f the ca p ita lis t 
m a jo r ity  in  the U N  in  case o f an

a ttack  by the K re m lin  arm ies, 
you r governm ent tends to view  
the U N  on ly  th rough th a t aspect 
d ire c tly  linked  w ith  the im m ediate 
fa te  o f Yugoslavia .

B ut the action o f the U N  is 
w orld  - w ide and certa in  peoples, 
the colonial peoples o f A sia  in 
revo lt, today s u ffe r in  th e ir  very  
flesh from  the in te rven tion  o f the 
U N  in  the shape o f the m ercenary 
arm ies, bombs, a irc ra ft  and tanks 
tha t assault them.

R O LE  OF U N
W hen you r governm ent depicts 

the U N  as the supreme Assem bly 
o f peoples w h ich can demo­
c ra tic a lly  decide by a m a jo r ity  
who the “ aggressor”  is and then 
penalize h im , as i t  did in  Korea, 
i t  is a c tu a lly  e labo ra ting  a 
pernicious the o ry  w h ich idealizes 
the U N , a mere too l o f im p e ria lis t 
po licy.

F o r the overw helm ing m a jo r ity  
o f the U N  is made up o f the 
representatives o f ca p ita lis t and 
im p e ria lis t governm ents, dom ina t­
ed by the g re a t im peria lis t, 
powers and m a in ly  by the U.S. 
and not. by the peoples’ represen­
ta tives.

No decision o f th a t o rgan iza­
tion  w il l  ever go counter to the 
fundam enta l in te rests  o f im ­
pe ria lism , o f A m erican im p e ria l­
ism in p a rtic u la r. On the con­
tra ry ,  im peria lism  uses the  U N  
to disguise its  po licy  o f w orld  
dom ination under the cover o f 
“ U n ited  N a tions.”

Is  i t  re a lly  necessary among 
M arx is ts  to  fu r th e r  emphasize 
th a t im p eria lism  u tilize s  the U N ?  
How then can we assign to

tha t o rgan iza tion  the task o f 
“ des ignating”  and then “ pun ish­
in g ”  the “ aggressor” ? F irs t  o f 
a ll, th is  notion o f “ aggressor”  is 
no t in  the dom ain o f ju r is ts  and 
dip lom ats hu t perta ins to  the 
class s trugg le  and to the class 
character o f each phenomenon in 
our epoch. L ike  M arx  and Lenin, 
we are not against a ll wars but 
against ce rta in  wars. W e recog­
nize the absolute le g itim a cy  o f 
wars directed by the colon ia l and 
semi - colon ia l peoples against 
im peria lism  and the  w ars o f 
w o rkers ’ states aga inst ca p ita lis t 
and im p e ria lis t states. We recog­
nize tha t i t  is possible and some­
tim es necessary fo r  a workers 
sta te  to  give m il ita ry  aid to  the 
revo lu tiona ry  forces o f another 
cou n try  so th a t the la tte r  m ay 
gain v ic to ry  over th e ir  class 
enemy.

F rom  a ll these fundam enta l 
concepts o f M arx ism , enriched by 
so m any past examples, how is 
i t  possible to  go w rong  on such 
a p e tty  fo rm a l de fin ition  o f the 
“ aggressor”  w h ich is confided to 
the  U N ?  Such a de fin ition  is 
w o rth y  on ly  o f law yers  and ju r is ts  
a rg u in g  fro m  the v ie w po in t of 
abstract in te rn a tio n a l “ ju s tice ”  
and “ law ”  th a t stands above 
classes and th e ir  s trugg les in  our 
epoch.

L E N IN  A N D  T H E  L E A G U E
A fte r  the F irs t W orld  AVar the 

im p e ria lis ts  created the League 
o f N a tions  w h ich Lenin and the 
T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l called the 
“ th ieves’ k itchen”  o f the im p e ria l­
is t bandits, and which the LISSR 
refused to  jo in  w h ile  Lenin was 
alive.

I t  was a fte r  1934, fo llo w in g  the 
v ic to ry  o f German fascism , the 
general re tre a t o f the w o rld  labo r 
movement, the  iso la tio n  o f the 
USSR and the approach o f war, 
th a t the Soviet bureaucracy 
revised the L e n in is t po licy  on the 
League o f N a tions and took the 
USSR in to  the League in  o rder to 
p ro fit  by the  he lp o f “ dem ocra tic”  
im peria lism  against the A x is  
powers. B u t instead o f present­
ing  the  e n try  o f the USSR as a 
necessity, imposed by an u n fa v o r­
able in te rna tiona l s itua tion , and 
exp la in ing  th a t re tre a t to  the 
masses, S ta lin  b u ilt  up a theory  
th a t idealized the League and 
d is to rted  its  class ro le  and 
character.

In  the League o f Nations, 
dom inated by r iv a l im p e ria lis t 
■powers o f ne a rly  equal s treng th , 
i t  was, m oreover easier to m a­
neuver and e x p lo it reciprocal 
antagonism s than  i t  is today in  
the “ U n ited  N a tions .”  because i t  
is dom inated by the crush ing 
s u p e rio rity  o f Am erican im p e ria l­
ism over a ll o ther ca p ita lis t pow­
ers and because o f its  unbroken 
un ited f r o n t  in  the face o f the 
USSR and the bloc led by it .

R evolu tion is ts , friends  o f p ro ­
le ta ria n  Yugoslav ia , can adm it 
th a t the p a r t ic u la r ly  isolated 
position o f Y ugoslav ia  compels 
i t  to  rem ain a p a r t  o f the U N  
and to exp lo it the antagonism s be­
tween the tw o blocs in  o rder to 
m a in ta in  its e lf. R evo lu tion is ts  
can ju s t i fy  ce rta in  concessions 
made by  Y ugoslav representatives 
in the  U N  in  o rder to  avoid 
a lways and pe rs is ten tly  run n ing  
headlong in to  the im p e ria lis t 
m a jo r ity  o f the U N  and thereby 
ag g ra va tin g  the effects o f the 
S ta lin is t blockade o f Y ugoslavia  
by adding a pa ra lle l blockade on 
the p a r t o f the im peria lis ts .

N O T  J U S T IF IE D
But w hat revo lu tion is ts  cannot 

ju s t i fy  under any circumstances 
is tha t A'ugoslav representatives 
and the A'ugoslav governm ent 
should become champions 
theories, proposals and plans 
idea liz ing  the U N , cam ouflag ing 
its  w e ll-de fined  and unalte rab le  
class character. Above a ll they 
cannot ju s t i fy  what appear to be 
A’ ugoslav ob liga tions to  respect 
and to  apply a ll the decisions o f 
the U N , inc lud ing  decisions which 
would again de live r Korea to 
Syngm an Rhee and M a cA rth u r 
and which would threaten w ar 
w ith  China, which has hastened 
to aid the Korean peoples’ s tru g ­
gle against im peria lism .

AVhat revo lu tion is ts  cannot at 
a ll ju s t i fy  is th a t the Com m unist 
P a rty  o f Y ugoslav ia  rem ains 
s ilen t on th is  line  o f the govern­
ment, identifies its e lf  w ith  it ,  and 
does not exp la in  c le a rly  to the 
A'ugoslav and w orld  masses the 
class character o f the s trugg le  
in Korea, o f the in te rven tion  o f 
China, o f the po licy  o f the im ­
pe ria lis ts  and th e ir  U N , as w e ll 
as the  m otives and the  m eaning 
o f the concessions made by the 
Y ugoslav governm ent to  the 
im peria lis ts .

W ill we perhaps be told th a t 
a ll th is  is w e ll-know n and th a t 
w h a t are invo lved on the p a rt o f 
y o u r governm ent are on ly tac tica l 
dealings, maneuvers designed to 
lu ll the im p e ria lis ts  rega rd ing  
you r rea l course, and to obtain in 
the im m ediate period th e ir  in ­
dispensable aid?

N o more than Lenin do we be­
lieve tha t m aneuvering can sub­
s titu te  fo r  a p rinc ip led  line.

The words and deeds o f you r 
governm ent and representatives 
in the U N  are taken seriously  by 
the p ro le ta rian  and colonial 
masses, they in fluence them  and 
are fo r  them  the fac to rs  th a t 
determine, w ha t you r po licy  re a lly  
looks like.

The masses react upon w hat 
they see, lis ten to and read, and 
not upon any secret in tentions 
tha t may lie  behind th is  or tha t 
so-called “ maneuver.”

N O T H IN G  TO C O N C E A L
I t  was S ta lin  who, a fte r  Len in ’s 

death, substitu ted the idea o f the 
omnipotence o f m aneuvering and 
o f opportunism  fo r  the s treng th  
o f a princ ip led  line  and o f a 
complete and fra n k  exp lanation  
to the masses. Len in  called a 
spade a spade and educated the 
masses by fra n k ly  exp la in ing  his 
po licy to them. He had no th ing  
to conceal and concealed no th ing  
fro m  the masses. He did no t 
idealize his re trea ts  and defeats 
because he trus ted  the masses 
and expected fro m  them alone 
real support fo r  the USSR and 
the w o rld  revo lu tion .

O nly opportun is ts  believe tha t 
they are m aneuvering the im ­
pe ria lis ts  when a c tu a lly  th e y  are 
m aneuvering the masses who 
tru s t them  and take th e ir  words 
and deeds seriously.

The revo lu tiona ry  education o f 
the masses does not consist in  
confiding a secret exp lanation to 
persons in the know hut is the 
resu lt o f a consistent princip led 
line o f the pa rty .

■Moreover, when you r govern­
ment. and you r representatives in 
the U N  appear to undertake to 
r a t i f y  the U N  decisions on Korea, 
or o ther decisions i t  m ay take 
tom orro w  aga inst China, and to 
app ly  them  by in te g ra tin g  Y ugo­
slav troops in to  the U N  troops 
sent to the colonies to re-establish 
the fe u d a l-ca p ita lis t and im p e ria l­
is t order, these verbal maneuvers
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or these ho llow  prom ises run the 
ris k  o f lead ing y o u r governm ent 
and representatives in  the U N  to 
deeds which would sta in  the 
Y ugoslav revo lu tion  fo rever.

The danger is too serious fo r 
us to rem ain s ilent o r tem porize. 
AVo who from  the very  moment 
of your break w ith  the K rem lin  
have greeted the new and hopeful 
course o f the A'ugoslav revo lu tion , 
we who have done a ll tha t we 
could to  spread the tru th  about 
A’ ugoslavia and to  prom ote a 
movement o f sym pathy and active 
support o f the w orld  p ro le ta ria t 
fo r  your revo lu tion  —  we arc 
also the f irs t  ones to feel 
p ro found ly  what a grave defeat 
the whole labo r movement would 
s u ffe r through the fo re ign  po licy 
now being shaped by your gov­
ernm ent.

I f  S ta lin  could succeed in  con­
v inc ing  the p ro le ta rian  and co­
lon ia l masses under the in fluence 
o f the Com m unist pa rties  tha t 
Yugoslav ia  is re a lly  lin in g  up 
w ith  the cap ita lis ts , he would 
have achieved h is m ain aim . I t  
w ould be th a t m uch easier a f te r ­
wards fo r  h im  to rev ive  a s trong 
C o m in fo rm is t c u rre n t in you r 
cou n try  and even to launch a 
m il ita ry  a tta ck  aga inst Y ugo­
slavia  wh ich would then be d is ­
credited and isolated fro m  the 
p ro le ta r ia t and the colonial peo­
ples. A nd in  such a case, to be­
lieve th a t the assistance o f the 
im p e ria lis ts  would p e rm it you to. 
surv ive  as a w orkers  state would 
re a lly  be to succumb to the 
flim s ie s t illus ions.

H E L P IN G  S T A L IN
U nder the present fo re ign 

po licy o f your governm ent, not 
on ly would the m il ita ry  a ttack by 
S ta lin  be made easier, but m ore­
over the real and deepgoing cris is  
o f S ta lin ism  in o ther countries —  
which u n t il now the example o f 
your independent position has 
considerably s tirred  up —  would 
necessarily be checked. For the 
elements who are hesitant or 
shaken in th e ir  a ttachm ent to 
S ta lin ism , p a rtic u la r ly  on account 
o f its  behavior towards your 
revo lu tion , r is k  losing anew any 
confidence in  the poss ib ility  o f a 
course independent from  Moscow 
or W ashington and would have to 
subm it passively to the in fluence 
o f the K re m lin  o r become dem or­
alized and q u it the strugg le .

Deprived o f the sym pa thy and 
support Of the masses, w ha t hope 
could you then have o f su rv iv in g  
between the a n v il o f im peria lism  
and the ham m er o f the K re m lin  ?

I t  is not too la te  fo r  yo u r p a rty , 
th rough  dem ocratic discussion and 
decision, to stop and s tra igh ten  
cu t the fa ta ! course presently  
being outlined in fo re ign  po licy.

Besides, how is i t  possible th a t 
such pro found changes in the 
fo re ign  po licy o f Y ugos lav ia  be­
come pub lic  knowledge on the 
occasion o f speeches before Con­
gress o r in in te rv iew s w ith  
jo u rn a lis ts  ?

I t  is fo r the p a rty  in  its  e n tire ty  
to discuss and decide these ques­
tions —  i f  p ro le ta rian  democracy 
and above a ll the most elem entary 
democracy w ith in  the p a rty  is not 
a deception.

The hour is serious and there 
is not much tim e  le f t  to react 
before i t  is too late.

T H E  C H O IC E
The w orld  is m oving tow ard 

g iga n tic  explosions and decisive 
events. You have to choose: 
E ith e r to be c le a rly  and f irm ly  on 
the side o f the  p ro le ta ria n  and 
colonial masses against im p e ria l­
ism and against the Soviet 
bureaucracy, o r to s lip  in to  the 
wake o f im p e ria lism  againsf. the 
p ro le ta rian  and colon ia l masses.

Y ou r re la tionsh ips w ith  the 
revo lu tion is ts  who th rou gh ou t the 
w orld  have asserted themselves as' 
friends o f p ro le ta rian  Yugoslav ia  
w ill he determ ined by th a t choice.

A v e rt the p ro s tra tio n  o f the 
A’ ugoslav revo lu tion  before im ­
pe ria lism !

Spare the whole in te rna tiona l 
labor m ovem ent such a defeat!

T ru s t the revo lu tiona ry  forces, 
independent o f the K re m lin , tha t 
are aw akening and o rgan iz ing  in 
the w orld  and who up to now your 
example has helped and inspired 
so m uch!

C a ll upon them to help you by 
fra n k ly  exp la in ing  to them  you r 
d ifficu ltie s  and the concessions to 
w h ich you have been driven !

L e t yo u r p a r ty  dem ocra tica lly  
discuss and decide w hat course 
to fo llo w !

The In te rn a tion a l Secretariat 
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l 

Novem ber 1950

(T rans la ted
fro m  La V e rite , Nov. 15)

o f the p ro le ta r ia t and o f the gov­
ernm ent o f the CPA’ .

Because o f th e ir  whole past 
in  the school o f S ta lin ism ; be­
cause o f th e ir  lack o f knowledge 
and experience w ith  the in te rn a ­
tio n a l labo r movem ent, and be­
cause o f th e ir  lack o f c la r ity  on 
some basic theore tica l questions, 
the Y ugos lav Com m unist leaders 
grossly  underestim ate the pres­
ent poss ib ilities  o f revo lu tiona ry  
developments on a w o rld  scale, 
capable o f com ing to  the aid o f 
S ocia lis t A’ ugoslavia in  the not 
too d is ta n t fu tu re . B u t r ig h t  now 
th is  perspective cannot solve any 
o f the d iff ic u lt ie s  created fo r  
them  by  ex te rna l pressure. R ig h t 
now i t  is  necessary fo r  the class­
conscious w o rkers  th roughou t the 
w o rld  to  undertake concrete ac­
tions in  o rder to  re lieve the p res­
sure wh ich is be ing exerted 
aga inst the f i r s t  coun try  since 
the  October R evo lu tion  w h ich a t 
least is t r y in g  to  develop a gen­
uine w o rke rs ’ democracy.

AYhatever our c r it ic is m  o f the 
u n fo rtuna te  trend  which the fo r ­
e ign po licy o f A’ ugoslavia has 
taken, we m ust c le a rly  under­
stand one th in g : A  H E A V Y  R E ­
S P O N S IB IL IT Y  RESTS U PO N 
T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  W O R K ­
IN G  C LASS. I t  w i l l  he im poss i­
ble, in  the long run, fo r  the Com­
m unist movement which conquer­
ed power in  so sm all and back­
ward a coun try  as A’ ugoslavia to  
re ta in  power i f  th a t revo lu tion  
rem ains iso lated and i f  the in te r ­
na tiona l w o rk in g  class does no t 
defend i t  aga ins t its  m ig h ty  foes.

Class-conscious w orkers  in  the  
U.S., in  Canada, in G reat B r ita in , 
in A u s tra lia  and elsewhere should 
demand th a t th e ir  governm ents 
im m ed ia te ly  send to  Y ugoslav ia  
la rge  qu an titie s  o f unused stock­
piles o f food w ith o u t conditions, 
and w ith o u t paym ent. They m ust 
denounce the cynical pressure me- 
t hods o f secret d ip lom acy designed 
to w r in g  reac tiona ry  concessions 
fro m  the  Y ugos lav revo lu tion . 
They should arouse the m axim um  
o f a tten tion , o f in te res t, o f pas­
sionate concern fo r  the develop­
m ent o f th a t re vo lu tion  inside 
the  mass organ iza tions o f th e ir  
country . They should organize 
la rge  delegations fro m  trade  un­
ions, fro m  the cooperative move­
ment and o ther mass movements, 
to  go to  Y ugoslav ia , to  re p o rt 
back before m em bership m eet­
ings, to ge t the whole organized 
labo r movem ent o f th e ir  coun­
tr ie s  to  b r in g  pressure upon 
th e ir  respective governm ents to 
g ive A ID  TO Y U G O S L A V IA  
W IT H  NO  STR IN G S  A T T A C H ­
ED. Mass m eetings and mass 
dem onstra tions should be o rgan­
ized fo r  th a t purpose.

The more successful such a 
cam paign is, the m ore the Y ugo­
slav C om m unist leaders would 
lea rn  o f the  rea l s treng th  and 
poss ib ilities  o f the in te rn a tio n a l 
labor movement, and the m ore 
they  w ould themselves be placed 
in  a position o f re o rie n tin g  th e ir  
own in te rn a tio n a l po licy  and 
d ra w in g  closer to  the w o rld  
w o rk in g  class. B y  its  concrete re ­
su lts  and by its  ideolog ica l e f­
fe c t upon the Y ugos lav Commun­
ists, such an im m ediate m ob iliza ­
tion  o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  
class fo r  the  defense o f Yugosla­
v ia  is the m ost e ffec tive , i f  not 
the sole, w a y  o f assu ring  a new 
progressive stage in  the develop­
m ent o f the Y ugos lav revo lu tion .

(N e x t AVeek: How  Could 
I t  H appen?)
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d a l ly  except Sun. 10 A .M .-O  P .M . l i b r a ­
ry . hno ks to r« . Phone M a in  7781.

N E W  H A V E N — F o r  in fo rm a tio n ,  w r i te  
P.D. R nx in  19.

N E W A R K  — 123 Sorfncr f ie ld  A venue.
N E W  Y O R K  C m ’ -T T o . :  110 U n iv e rs ity  

P lace . Pbonp • A L  5-7852.
B R O O K L Y N  — Do L u x e  P a lace . 558

H o w a rd  A ve .. n e a r L o e w ’s P itk in .  M e e t-
in  r  e ve ry  T h u rs . ,  8 P .M .

IT A  RT .E M — 103 W . 110th St. R m  23.
Open d iscu ss io n , e ve ry  T h u rs ..  8 P .M .
O A K L A N D  (C n l. \  —  F o r  in fo rm a tio n  

w r i t *  P .O . B o x 1953. o r  c a l l T E m p le b a r  
2-3735.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  
A ve .. 2nd f l .  Dpen eve ry  F r i .  evening:. 
Phene- S to le n  son 4-5820.

P IT T S B U R G H — F o r  In fo rm a tio n , w r i te  
P. D. p o x  382.

RT. LO T T S — F o r  in fo rm a tio n ,  Phone 
M D  7194.

S A N  F R A N C IS C O — 1739 F i l lm o r e  A v e ­
nue. 4 th  f l .  Open d a i ly  excep t S un .. 12- 
4 :30  PAT. Phone "FT 0-0410.

S E A T T L E — M a y n a rd  B ld tr., le t  A ve ., 
So. and  W a s h in g to n . R m  201. Dpen M on. 
th ro u g h  S a t. 12-5 P .M . B ra n c h  m e e ting  
e ve ry  T h u rs ..  7 :30 P .M . L ib r a r y ,  boo k­
s to re . Phone M a in  9278.

T O L E fH )— F o r  in fo rm a tio n ,  w r i te  P .O , 
Box 1502.

Y O U N G S T O W N  —  234 E . F e d e ra l St. 
C a ll 3-1779.



On C o lo n ia l  U p r is ings  and Wars
“ P lundering  the  na tu ra l w ea lth  o f the backward countries 

and de libe ra te ly  restra in ing; th e ir  independent in d u s tr ia l de­
velopm ent, the m onopolistic magnates and th e ir  governm ents 
s im ultaneously g ra n t f ina nc ia l, p o lit ic a l and m il ita ry  support 
to the most reactionary , pa ras itic , sem i-feudal groups o f na­
tive  exp lo ite rs. . . . The f ig h t o f the colon ia l peoples fo r  th e ir  
libe ra tion , passing over the in te rven ing  stages, trans fo rm s  
its e lf  o f necessity in to  a f ig h t  againsl im peria lism , and thus 
a ligns w ith  the s trugg le  o f the p ro le ta r ia t in the m othe r coun­
tries . Colonia l up ris ings  and w ars  in  th e ir  tu rn  rock the 
foundations o f the ca p ita lis t w o rld  more than ever and render 
the m irac le  o f its  regeneration less than ever possible.”

—  Leon T ro tsky , L iv in g  Thoughts o f K a r l M arx , 193S.

Bring the Troops Back Now
More tens of thousands of American 

boys are being condemned to wounds 
and death in Truman’s “ police action” by 
Washington's decision to keep the U.S. 
troops fighting in an “ inch-by-inch” re­
treat until they are driven out of the 
Korean peninsula.

Announced American casualties are al­
ready past 42,000 and this figure is ad­
mittedly weeks behind the actual fell. 
Of course, the war-makers don’t  even 
bother to count the Korean casualties — 
estimated at more than a million in South 
Korea alone, some 800 of them civilians 
burned and blasted by U.S. “ saturation” 
bombings, according to a statement of 
the South Korean government.

Remember this frigh tfu l slaughter is 
in an undeclared war that Truman in i­
tiated without consultation of Congress, 
let alone consent of the American people.

Now Truman’s policy of an "inch-bv- 
inch” retreat comes as the brutal answer 
to the tearful pleas of mothers, fathers 
and wives of the soldiers in Korea to 
“ bring our boys back home.”

I f  you search the hearts of the aver­
age Americans, we believe you will find 
they do not feel Truman’s intervention

in Korea is just and righteous. Despite 
intimidation and repression that has im­
posed silence on the American people, 
signs are multiplying daily that they 
have no sympathy for interference with 
the Asian people, who are in upsurge 
against foreign domination and age-old 
tyrannies.

The capitalist politicians in Washing­
ton. the glory-seeking militarists, the 
war profiteers are contemptuously dis­
regarding the popular sentiment here 
and throughout the world. They are 
bent on a “ limited war,”  which is war 
to the lim it of the present m ilitary pow­
er of the U.S. and preparations for un­
limited war when American imperialism 
feels ready.

That isn’t what the American people 
want. They want a stop to the war in 
Korea right now. They are against a 
“ limited” or any other kind of war. Their 
boys will be just as dead either way. 
They want them alive and well and safe 
out of the bloody mess. And they don’t 
give a damn about saving the face of 
Truman and MacArthur, either. They 
want the troops withdrawn from Korea 
immediately.

For Escalator Clauses in A ll Contracts
entitled to a quarterly wage increase 
based upon the increased cost of living.

There is not the slightest excuse for 
the cancellation of existing escalator 
clauses. Government officials promise to 
“ stabilize” the cost of living. Unless they 
intend to renege on their promise, why 
should they cancel the escalator clause?

The existing escalator clauses are by 
ho means a guarantee that living stand­
ards of the workers covered will be main­
tained. They depend upon the notorious­
ly inaccurate Bureau of Labor Statistics 
cost-of-living index; they do not protect 
workers’ incomes against the deep slash­
es made by taxation; they do not take 
into consideration deterioration of goods, 
and similar hidden ways of undermining 
real wages. But the escalator clause is 
a step in the right direction. In World 
War II wages were frozen by the govern­
ment’s “ L ittle  Steel Formula” to 15'X 
above the Jan. 1, 1941 level. This wage 
freeze, as every worker knows, lowered 
labor’s living standards while prices and 
profits soared. American workers also 
recall the fraudulent “ equality of sacri­
fice” program.

The Wage Stabilization Board will 
seize upon any weakness shown by or­
ganized labor to enforce wage freezing. 
Union leaders should figh t now to incor­
porate escalator clauses in every union 
contract and thereby give every union 
man and woman a stake in the fight to 
maintain real wages against the attack 
of rising prices.

It  was Truman, not Tamerlane, let 
alone Genghis Khan, who gave the order 
to load the bellies of B-29 super-fortress­
es with Atom-Bombs; it  was Truman 
who gave the signal to release those 
bombs.

It  was this imperialist champion of 
“ ethics and morals” who bears the re­
sponsibility for the greatest mass k ill­
ing in world history — the annihilation 
of the men, women and children of Na­
gasaki and Hiroshima.

Tamerlane’s armies slaughtered with 
sword and spear. Truman felled whole 
cities with the weapon of atomic fission; 
in his wake he left mountains of corpses, 
a wilderness of disfigured, blinded, dis­
integrating, walking dead.

The menace to civilization does not 
come from the Chinese and Korean peo­
ples, fighting for their independence 
from foreign domination. I t  comes from 
Truman, who again threatens mass mur­
der with even more destructive bombs.

Who throws fear into the hearts of 
all humanity? The masses of Asia who 
want only to defend their right to be 
free from foreign exploiters, or Truman 
and his capitalist warlords who are build­
ing a stockpile of A-Bombs and Hell- 
Bombs ?

Trum an and Tam erlane
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Hoover’s Speech Shows 
Rulers Split on Tactics

THERE IS REASON IN  
THIS ECONOMIC LUNACY
-----------------  By Fred Hart ---------- -------

By John G. Wright
The action o f the House and 

Senate Republicans pressing fo r  
the resignation o f Secretary of 
State Acheson was sandwiched in 
between two m ajor opposition 
speeches: the one by John P.
Kennedy, fo rm er Ambassador to 
London on Dec. 12: the o ther by 
ex-President Hoover on Dec. 20. 
A ll three are pa rt o f the ba ttle  
over fo re ign  po licy that w ill be 
fought out inside and outside the 
82nd Congress convening th is  
week.

The Hoovev-Kennedy speeches 
amid the continued cam paign fo r  
Acheson’s rem oval underscore how 
sharp is the d iv is ion among the 
ru lin g  cap ita lis t circles. Feelings 
are indeed run n ing  h ig h ; the in ­
terchange o f ep ithe ts grow s more 
and more unrestra ined ; the need 
fo r  u n ity  among the im peria lis ts  
m o r e  pressing1. Nevertheless, 
d isu n ity  persists.

V IO L E N T  D E B A T E
N. V. T im es’ p o lit ic a l expert 

James Heston foresees a debate 
th a t is “ bound to be v io len t.”  The 
veteran A r th u r  K rock, o f the same 
a u th o rita tive  paper, warns th a t 
any a ttem p t by the ad m in is tra ­
tion to  d isregard the opposition 
“ would sure ly  produce a cons titu ­
tiona l c ris is .”

In a Senate th a t is a lm ost 
evenly divided, the Republicans 
are in a position to  fo rce  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  to a lte r  its  fo re ign  
po licy by the sim ple expedient o f 
H ooking funds fo r  fo re ign  p ro ­
grams.

W hat is at stake is not at a ll a 
reversa l o f fo re ign  po licy, hut 
m erely a m odifica tion o f it .  Both 
sides are, o f course, pretending 
ih a t more than tactics are in ­
volved here. That a d iffe rence 
over tactica l questions could prove 
so serious is its e lf  a s ign o f the 
po litica l b lind  a lley in which A m er 
■can cap ita lism  finds its e lf. And, 
indeed, both the b itte rness o f the 
d ispute and the sharpness o f the 
d iv is ion, which cuts across both 
the Dem ocratic and Republican 
parties, are ou tw ard expressions 
o f the same po litica l crisis.

N O T IS O L A T IO N IS M
Suffice; it  to say th a t the usual­

ly  sta id  N .Y . T im es not on ly  de­
nounces Hoover’s line  as express­
ing  “ fu t i l i t y  and fru s tra t io n ,”  
bu t deems the occasion im p o rtan t 
enough to drop its  mask o f a 
lover o f tru th . Hoover - Kennedy

2,000 Votes for
Swedish Trotskyists

A t the recen tly  held m unicipa l 
elections in Stockholm , Sweden, 
the T ro ts k y is t candidate received 
some 2,000 votes.

This was the firs t tim e that a 
T ro ts k y is t candidate has run in 
the Swedish elections.

“ urge w ith d ra w a l fro m  Europe 
and A s ia ,”  charge the Tim es 
editors. Hoover took care to p a rry  
such barefaced d is to rtion s  in  ad­
vance. “ These policies I  have sug­
gested would be no iso la tion ism . 
Indeed, they are the opposite,”  he 
said. And fo r  a change, he was 
not ly in g  h im self.

Hoover and the circles he 
speaks fo r  have no t tire s ligh test 
In tention o f w ith d ra w in g  from  
Asia. Personally, Hoover has been 
p lum p ing  fo r  a separate peace 
w ith  Japan since 1947. He now 
vehem ently favo rs  the rea rm a­
ment o f Japan. In  January I960 
he called fo r  the seizure o f 
Formosa by force. H is Dec. 20 
speech shows th a t he has not 
changed his m ind and tha t, be­
sides, he h e a rtily  approves T ru ­
man - Aeheson’s course in th is 
connection.

W here Hoover has placed a b ig  
question m ark  is not so much 
over the Korean adventure and 
the in a d v is a b ility  o f t ry in g  to 
hold a “ bridge - head”  on the 
Asian m ainland. He placed i t  over 
s im ila r a ttem pts  o r com m itm ents 
in con tinenta l Europe. Invo lved 
h e r e  is m il ita ry  expediency. 
Hoover concludes th a t la ck ing  the 
necessary land arm ies in  Europe, 
as in  Korea, the th re a t o f the 
A -Bom b w ill prove “ a fa r  less 
dom inant weapon than .it was 
cnce thought to  be.”  Henee he ir 
in favo r, as in Korea, o f a tactica ' 
re tre a t in Europe, h u t  on ly up tc 
a certa in  po in t.

SP E A K S  FOR M A N Y
And here Hoover speaks no' 

on ly fo r  a s trong  group o f an ti 
adm in is tra tion  Republicans bu' 
fo r a much broader a lignm ent 
Accord ing to  the in fo rm ed Krock 
“ in in flu e n tia l W  as h i n g t o n 
quarters, inc lud ing  the m ilita ry , 
s trong  doubts ex is t”  about th t 
re lia b il ity  o f the French and the 
Ita lia n s  as m il ita ry  allies, and 
even about W est German re ­
arm am ent.

E a r fro m  w ish ing  to w ith d ra w  
from  Europe, Hoover proposes to 
press fo r  “ a m axim um  o f coopera­
t io n ”  w ith  its  “ ’Com m onwealth o f 
150.000,000 people.”  As fo r  con­
tinen ta l Europe, he urges “ a 
period o f w a tch fu l w a it in g .”  He 
wants to replace the “ coddling”  
po licy o f the a d m in is tra tion  hv a 
“ tough”  po licy  which relies “ on 
fa r  more than pacts, conferences, 
paper prom ises and declarations.”  
Thereby he hopes to achieve the 
in te g ra tion  of F ranco Spain and 
a rearm ed G erm any w ith  huge 
A tla n tic  Pact arm ies. “ A nd th a t 
before we land another man or 
another d o lla r on th e ir  shores,”  
he.insists.

E C O NO M IC  C O LLA P S E
W hat fr ig h te n s  Hoover and 

m any others is not on ly the m il i ­
ta ry  inexpediency o f t r y in g  to 
hold “ bridge - heads”  in W estern

Europe, but also the fan ta s tic  
cost and the perilous economic 
consequences entailed in such a 
venture. “ I f  we continued long 
on th is  road the one center of 
lesistance in  the w o rld  w i l l  col­
lapse in economic d isaster,”  
Hoover warned, vo ic ing  the a larm  
in m any financia l and in d u s tr ia l 
quarters.

F E A R  O F K R E M L IN
F in a lly , it  w i l l  take tim e  to 

convert W estern Europe in to  a 
vast d rill-g ro u n d . The m ost hope­
fu l estim ates call fo r  three years. 
B u t where are the guarantees 
th a t the K re m lin  w ill meanwhile 
s it by w ith  folded arm s? W hat i f  
Moscow should refuse to w a it ? 
Hoover expresses these fea rs  of 
a ll European chancelleries by his 
fo rm u la  o f “ in v it in g  another 
Korea.”

Hoover’s proposals, as K rock 
points out, “ re flec t v e r j  wide 
public opinion in  th is  cou n try .”  
The ad m in is tra tion 's  course, on 
the con tra ry , is  becoming1 in ­
creasing ly  unpopular. And th is  
on ly renders the po litica l cris is  a ll 
the more acute.

But Hoover’s proposals, ju s t as 
the ad m in is tra tion  po licy, leave 
m ora problem s unsolved than they 
succeed in se ttling . A m erican im ­
peria lism  cannot a ffo rd  a po licy 
c f  no re tre a t; but ne ithe r can 
re trea ts  be a ffo rded. L ike  the 
ad m in is tra tion  po licy, H oover’s 
“ a rm in g  to the tee th ,”  c rea ting  
' hem ispheric G ib ra lta rs ”  and the 
like, leave unsolved the problem 
o f problem s. M onopolist Am erica 
m ust find w orld  outle ts fo r  her 
s u p e rflu ity  of cap ita l or perish. 
But how ?

H E R B E R T  HOOVER

When the Am erican b illion a ire s  plunged in to  the la s t war, they 
possessed a good many un im paired assets, not the least among 
them, the s o lid ity  and solvency o f th e ir  m onetary and fisca l sys­
tem . Even so, the d o lla r did not emerge unscathed, los ing  easily 
40% o f its  p rew ar purchasing power. A nd  th is  despite the im posing 
w a rtim e  expansion o f the coun try 's  productive capacity .

Am ong the m ain  fac to rs  w h ich have up to now obscured the 
pre-Korea debasement o f U.S. cu rrency and, by  th is  token, the 
weakening o f the U.S- f is c a l system  has been the  collapse o f the  
m a jo r com peting currencies and fisca l systems. A s the currency 
o f the on ly  so lvent power in  a w o rld  o f c a p ita lis t bankrup ts , the  
D o lla r appeared unscathed, nay, even m ore po tent than ever. B u t 
i t  is fa r  fro m  being the same m onetary  u n it  i t  used to be, no r 
is i t  backed by as s trong  a fis c a l system.

A nd  ye t experts, s tra te g is ts  and statesm en in  W ash ing ton  
have acted as i f  no th in g  a t a ll happened. W ith in  a fe w  m onths 
a fte r  Korea, the annual budget edges up to  the 75 b illio n  d o lla r 
m ark  and T rum an  b land ly  comments th a t th is  fa lls  fa r  sho rt o f a 
“ genuine”  w a r budget.

A t  the peak o f pos tw ar “ p ro s p e rity ”  in  1948 the  w hole annua l 
income hovered a t around 225 b illio n . A  75 b illio n  d o lla r budget, 
the re fore, m ust consume, more accu ra te ly  waste, ap p ro x im a te ly  one- 
th ird  o f th is  c o u n try ’s rea l annual production. No c a p ita lis t gov­
ernm ent ever undertook such vas t expenditures w ith o u t f i r s t  im ­
posing the m ost rigo rous  regu la tions  and contro ls, i f  o n ly  to  safe­
guard its  m onetary and fisca l s truc tu re . B u t no t so the T rum an  ad­
m in is tra tio n  and the b illion a ire s  whom  he represents.

The cu rre n t in fla t io n  is, o f course, be ing p r im a r ily  fed by 
de fic it governm ent spending. But i t  is not on ly  the astronom ic na­
tio n a l debt o f more than 260 b illio n  tha t represents a danger. S tate 
and local governm ents have been p ilin g  i t  on as w e ll. La s t Dec. 1 
the Census Bureau reported tha t when the Korean w a r had ju s t 
begun “ sta te  and local governm ents had piled up a debt o f 23.6 
b illio n , the greatest ever. . . ”  N o t so many years ago, th is  amounted 
to  more than the whole federa l budget, more than the en tire  na ­
tion a l debt.

To these pub lic  debts m ust be added m any scores o f b illio n s  th a t 
are owed p r iv a te ly  (business and personal loans, fa rm  and home 
m ortgages, home equipm ent and o ther goods bought on the  in s ta ll­
m ent plan, etc.) —  no t to m ention the s till- to -be -a pp rop ria ted  
b illions  fo r  w a r expenditures and “ c iv ilia n  defense”  w h ich can be 
financed on ly  by fu r th e r  federa l, sta te  and local bo rrow ing .

Can't Bear I t  I n d e f in i te ly
How long can any fisca l s truc tu re  bear such a load ? N o t in ­

de fin ite ly . In  the op in ion o f such f irm  believers in  “ free  en te rp rise ”  
as H e rb e rt Hoover, “ we m ig h t w ith  stern  measures avoid the eco­
nomic d is in te g ra tio n  o f such a load fo r  a ve ry  few  years.”  These 
“ s tern measures,”  Hoover mentioned in  passing in  his Dec. 20 
speech, mean no th in g  less than  the im pos ition  o f an economic d ic­
ta to rsh ip , exceeding in  depth and scope a n y th in g  p rev ious ly  a t­
tem pted in the w ay o f “ re g u la tin g ”  ca p ita lis t economy, even in 
H it le r ’s Germany.

Then w h y  have the a rro g a n t ru le rs  pe rm itte d  th e ir  mad dance 
o f the b illion s  to  be stepped up so reck less ly  ? F o r a whole num ber 
o f reasons. F o r one th in g , because i t  is  on ly  a question o f tim e  
before they  w i l l  proceed to  impose w h a t Hoover calls “ s tern meas­
ures.”  M any am ong them , too, are bank ing  on a productive ex­
pansion, such as occurred d u rin g  the la s t w a r. A n  expansion would, 
o f course, provide a m a jo r safeguard aga inst economic catastrophe. 
N o r would the m anpower shortage, bound to  become qu ite  acute, 
prove an insurm ountab le  obstacle. A t  cu rre n t ra tes o f em ploym ent 
and production every ho u r’s increase is equal to 375,000 men added 
to the labo r force.

And th is  b rings us to  the hard core o f the economic in s a n ity  
o f the m onopolists. They are banking, before a ll, on the availab le  
“ reserves,”  nam ely : the w o rk in g  and liv in g  conditions o f the A m e r­
ican people. They con fiden tly  expect to  save th e ir  economy and 
th e ir  ou tlived ru le  by un loading e ve ry th in g  on the backs o f the 
masses —  eve ry th ing , from  the fu l l  costs o f th e ir  w ar, th rou gh  the 
overhead expenses o f a dangerously in fla te d  c red it system, down 

I to  do lla rs  debased to  the value o f pennies.

NAZI GENERALS TO HEAD RESTORED 
WEHRMACHT IN GERMAN REARMING

INDONESIA LABOR SHOWS 
STRENGTH IN STRUGGLES

(Continued from  Page 1)
placed in  the hands o f people’s 
cooperatives. S t il l another— th a t 
representatives o f the to ile rs  be 
included in  the m un ic ipa l gov­
e rn in g  body. F in a lly , an u lt im a ­
tum  was issued to the governm ent 
to accede to  these various de­
mands, o therw ise the ne ighbor­
hood com m ittees would re fuse to 
recognize the governm ent any 
longer.

On the p o lit ic a l plane, the dom­
in a n t issue in the revo lu tiona ry  
movement is the u n it in g  o f the 
Republic o f Indonesia w ith  th a t 
section o f New Guinea w h ich  is 
s t i l l  under D utch dom inion. A  
huge dem onstra tion was he ld in 
the cap ita l c ity  o f J a k a rta  a t the 
tim e o f the departu re to  The 
Hague o f the Indonesian p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  delegation which was to 
negotia te  on th is  m a tte r w ith  the 
Dutch,

I t  is no tew o rthy  th a t the Dutch 
C om m unist P a rty  has come out 
aga inst th is  u n ifica tio n  and in  
fa v o r o f a m andate over New 
Guinea exercised by the “ B ig  
F iv e ” ; in  the eyes o f the S ta lin ­
ists, supp ly ing  the USSR w ith  
a m il ita ry  base is m ore im p o r­
ta n t than ta k in g  in to  account the 
wishes and asp ira tions o f the 
colon ia l masses s tru g g lin g  fo r  
th e ir  em ancipation.

P A R T Y  O F 'E X T R E M E  L E F T
D iscern ib le  in the en tire  revo­

lu tio n a ry  ag ita tio n  w h ich is now 
shaking Indonesia are the dis­
tin c tiv e  character and ro le o f the 
p rev ious ly  mentioned re vo lu tion ­
a ry  p a r ty  o f the extrem e le f t  —  
P a rta i M urba. T h is  p a r ty  num ­
bers am ong its  leaders m any o f : 
the fo rm e r leaders o f the Indo- \ 
nesian Com m unist P a rty  who had ; 
re b u ilt  th a t p a r ty  in 1945 bu t who 
broke w ith  S ta lin ism  when the 
la tte r  came ou t in fa v o r o f the 
compromises w ith  im peria lism  
(the  trea tie s  o f R enville  and 
L in g g a d ja ti) .

P a rta i M urha p lays a leading 
ro le  in  many mass trade  unions 
and has a p a rlia m en ta ry  frac tion , 
many o f whose members have 
not fa iled  to  d is tingu ish  the m ­
selves as bold spokesmen o f the 
w o rk ing  class in co n fro n tin g  the 
bourgeois and pe tty-bourgeo is 
benefic iaries o f the  in it ia l stages 
o f the Indonesian revo lu tion . 
These p ro fite e rs  are now in  the 
seats o f power in  the country .

D epu ty  J o jo p ra jin to , fo r  in ­
stance, lias championed in  P a r­
liam en t the cause o f the p la n ta ­
tio n  s tr ik e rs  and subm itted mo­
tions o f s o lid a rity  w ith  them. A n ­
o ther deputy o f P a rta i M urba, 
N itim in a rd jo , has urged th a t a 
pa rlia m e n ta ry  de legation be sent 
to  H o lland to press w ith  u tm ost 
v ig o r the wishes o f the masses 
concern ing the u n ifica tio n  o f New 
Guinea w ith  the Republic o f Indo­
nesia.

D U TC H  T R O TS K Y IS T S
The R evo lu tiona ry  Com m unist 

P a rty  ("Dutch T ro ts k y is ts ) has 
so lid ly  backed th is  courageous 
s trugg le  o f the Indonesian revo­
lu tion is ts  and has carried  on 
u n re m itt in g  a g ita tio n  fo r  the 
scrapping o f a ll the agreem ents 
made a t the Round Table Con­
ference; fo r  the w ith d ra w a l o f 
Dutch troops fro m  Indonesia; fo r  
the con fiscation  o f a ll D utch 
cap ita l in  Indonesia w ith o u t com­
pensation; fo r  the reunion o f New 
Guinea w ith  Indonesia and fo r  
the complete separation o f In ­
donesia fro m  the  D utch em pire.
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(Continued fro m  Page 1)
W estern “ democracy,”  is the 
r ig h t  to reestab lish its  a rm a­
ments in dus try  and “ a German 
a rm y  and a German a rm y gen­
eral s ta ff. ”  B a illie  added, “ I  th in k  
they w ill ge t them all, but not 
r ig h t  aw ay.”

I f  the a rm y is not yet available, 
the general s ta f f  is. Adenauer 
dem onstra tive ly  named to  his 
com m ittee to  discuss m il ita ry  
a ffa irs  w ith  the A llies  tw o o f 
H it le r ’s most notorious generals, 
L t. Gen. A d o lf Heusinger, fo rm er 
ch ie f o f operations o f the W erh- 
macht, and L t.  Gen. Hans Speidel. 
C h ie f o f S ta ff to F ie ld  M arshal 
E rw in  Rommel. Adenauer’s own 
special m il ita ry  adviser is ex- 
Panzer general, G erhardt von 
Schwerin. These and a flo ck  o f 
o ther Nazi generals are already 
w o rk ing  w ith  the A llie d  h igh com­
mand.

I t  is by no means guaranteed 
th a t the German rearm am ent 
plan, desperately pushed by 
W ashington, w i l l  be speedily 
fu lf il le d . Am ong the B ig  Three 
powers, and among a ll three and 
Bonn there are a ll m anner of 
suspicions and doubts. The French, 
fo r  instance, suspect the U.S. and 
B r ita in  o f p lann ing  to base them ­
selves on German m il ita ry  power 
a t the expense o f F rance ’s posi­
tion . The Germans fea r the A llie s  
m ay make a tem po ra ry  deal w ith  
the Soviet U n ion a t G erm any’s 
expense. The A llie s  wonder w he th ­
er a strengthened W estern G er­
many may n o t seek an under­
stand ing w ith  the K rem lin . A l l  
the defenders o f “ dem ocracy”  are 
w a ry  of a double-cross.

T H E  G E R M A N  P E O P LE
B u t the greatest b a rr ie r  to 

German rearm am ent and res to ra ­
tion  o f the W ehrm acht is the 
German people. They are over­
w h e lm ing ly  opposed to being used 
as a catspaw by W estern im ­
peria lism . They are increasing ly  
vehement in  th e ir  opposition to 
becoming cannon fodder fo r  the 
am b itious German general s ta ff  
and the re juvenated German 
cap ita lis ts .

The German w orkers, s t i l l  
liv in g  in the rabble and ru ins  o f

the la s t w ar, are no t lik e ly  to 
accept the onerous conditions of 
German rea rm ing . R earm ing w ill 
mean, according to “ a u th o rita tiv e  
German sources”  quoted by the 
AP, “ drastic  cu rb ing  o f c iv ilia n  
consum ption.”  These sources have 
declared th a t “ the Germans are 
ready to shoulder th e ir  share o f 
the economic hardsh ips”  which 
rea rm ing  w il l  en ta il.

W H A T  B O N N  R E G IM E  W A N T S
R earm ing is desired by the 

Bonn reg im e as a means o f sup­
pressing and g rin d in g  down the 
German masses fo r  the benefit of 
the German cap ita lis ts . H it le r  is 
gone, b u t the class tha t pu t him 
in power rem ains. I ts  aims were 
summed up by Adenauer’s M in ­
is te r o f the In te r io r , D r. Lehr, 
who to ld a m eeting o f indus­
tr ia l is ts :  “ We need an a rm y not 
m erely fo r  defense against the 
East but also fo r  defense against 
the excessive wage demands of 
the trade unions.”

A llie d  and S ta lin is t propaganda 
in the la s t w a r ju s tified  the 
occupation o f Germ any and crash­
ing  o f the German people on the 
theo ry  o f “ collective g u ilt ”  and 
the “ inherent m ilita r is m ”  o f a ll 
Germans. Today, i t  is the slander­
ers o f the German people who 
seek to revive German m ilita r is m , 
w h ile  the people res is t i t  m ost 
desperately.

"C o llec tive  g u i l t ”  is no t the 
on ly  m onstrous lie  o f the la s t w a r 
w h ich is re fu ted by  the moves to 
rearm  Germany. Today, Soviet 
F ore ign M in is te r V ish in sky  com­
pla ins th a t “ i t  is incom prehensible 
th a t anyone can rearm  a nation 
th a t is a fo rm e r enemy o f w a r.”  
B u t w ha t is the K re m lin  do ing in

East Germ any? M oreover did no t 
•Stalin and V ish insky  urge  the  
w orkers to support the “ demo­
c ra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts  in the  la s t 
w a r to “ destroy G erm an m il i­
ta rism  and N a z ism ?”  D id  no t 
S ta lin , in  cooperation f ir s t  w ith  
H it le r  and then w ith  the W estern 
ca p ita lis t powers, he lp to  crush 
the German revo lu tion  th a t would 
have guaranteed the perm anent 
destruction  o f German ca p ita lis t 
m ilita r is m  ?

N o t the least embarrassed by 
the German rearm am ent moves 
are the libe ra ls . They are a l­
ready ha rd -p u t to exp la in  W ash­
in g to n ’s defense o f “ dem ocracy”  
in  consort w ith  French, B r it is h  
rn d  Dutch colon ia l im peria lism , 
Spanish and Portuguese fascism , 
despots like  Chiang K a i - shek, 
Bao Dai in Indo-China, etc. Now  
the libe ra ls  are e ithe r s ilen t about 
German rea rm ing  o r com plain 
on ly  th a t the fo rm e r N azis are 
“ un re liab le .”

C A L C U L A T E D  R IS K
F o r W estern im peria lism  the 

“ re l ia b il ity ”  o f the German ru lin g  
class as an a lly  is a m a tte r o f 
“ calculated r is k .”  The p la in  t ru th  
is th a t cap ita lis t Germ any —  and 
cap ita lis t Japan in  the F a r East, 
i t  may be added —  are indispen­
sable to  any m il ita ry  o ffens ive  
against the Soviet U n ion. The 
N. Y. T im es adm its e d ito r ia lly  
th a t “ e ffec tive  A t la n t ic  de fense .. .  
is im possible w ith o u t German 
manpower and resources.”  In  th is  
decisive sense, W estern im p e ria l­
ism is compelled to  find its  most 
“ re liab le ”  a llies precise ly in  its  
fo rm er enemies, bu t class b ro th -
c-rs.
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One and a half million workers now- 
have escalator clauses in their union con­
tracts. The four operating railroad 
brotherhoods are the latest to obtain an 
automatic sliding scale of wages.

Top leaders of the CIO, AFL and Rad- 
road Brotherhoods recently endorsed the 
escalator clause as a means of protect­
ing workers’ living standards against 
price rises. I f  they are giving more than 
lip service to this proposal, they will pro­
ceed at once to demand the reopening of 
all wage contracts, covering all 1(3 m il­
lion organized workers, so that their real 
wages may be safeguarded by automatic 
contractual provisions.

Thus far the union leadership has 
made no move to provide this minimum 
protection for the vast majority of or­
ganized labor. Nor have they insisted, as 
they should, upon the incorporation of 
the same principle in federal old age and 
unemployment benefits.

There is no excuse for this failure to 
figh t aggressively for such clauses 
throughout industry. I f  living costs do 
not go up, wages will not rise under 
escalator agreements. But should living 
costs rise, the workers will have at least 
a chance to keep up in part with the in­
crease in prices.

The Wage Stabilization Board may can­
cel all escalator clauses in March, 1951, 
when most unions which have a sliding 
scale of wages in their agreements, are

President Truman, speaking in Kansas 
City Dec. 23, donned a mantle of right­
eousness, calling for “ those people who 
believe in ethics, morals and righ t” to 
band together. A “ moral mobilization” 
was urgent, he said, to meet the menace 
of the “ inheritors of Genghis Khan and 
Tamerlane. . . the greatest murderers 
in the history of the world.”  This at­
tempt to identify the Chinese and Ko­
rean people with the Mongol conquer­
ors of the 12th and 14th Centuries is a 
revealing outburst of racist venom — 
one more insult to the Asian masses now 
struggling for their independence.

To fling this racial insult, one must 
stoop low indeed. Truman falsified Asian 
history. He attributed to Genghis Khan 
and Tamerlane the title “ greatest mur­
derers in the history of the world.”  I t  is 
true that Genghis Khan and Tamerlane 
marshalled huge armies and conquered 
half the world, leaving death and de­
struction in their wake.

But in more recent times, so fresh in 
memory that the peoples of the whole 
world still tremble from its awesome ef­
fects, Truman unleashed the weapon 
which carried in one blow more death 
than the combined armies of all the 
Mongol warlords.



Christmas Was Like This
By Theodore Kovalesky

In the city there was snow and strangeness. 
There was ruin and terror. There were clanking, 
long-snouted machines that crushed their way 
over the snow on frozen roads. There were snarl­
ing planes that whipped across the sky like 
smoky comets, carrying swifter death that no 
longer crashed into the shattered city but sped 
away elsewhere, somewhere to the north. There 
were sti’ange men in strange clothing who car­
ried death with them on the ground as they 
peered into the broken houses, and marched 
through the black and white pattern of snow 
and long-cold embers, ice and fire-gutted build­
ings, and spoke short, tough words in a strange 
tongue.

There were others, too, that marched in the 
city. Daily they marched, always in the same 
direction, always at the hour of noon or an 
hour later, always in the same direction, but 
never back.

*  *  *

In  the room there was darkness and cold and 
the sound of breath from many bodies. Other 
jsounds were few. Pew words were spoken. The 
time for words was past. The time for planning, 
for loving, for working, fighting, even for liv­
ing was past. Only a few tattered shreds of 
time were left, and these were just for a little 
waiting. And after the waiting, the door would 
open, and there would be the rifles, the soldiers, 
the wolf-like bark of command, and another 
bowed, silent company would start its one-way 
march at the hour of noon or an hour later.

Next to the wall, near the door the man sat 
with his family, surrounded, half smothered by 
men and women and children of the other fam­
ilies. I t  was dark in the room, and he was 
unsure of the time, so he raised his eyes at 
every sound outside. The man felt little. There 
was little that he could feel. . . now. Perhaps 
a vague gratefulness, a shadowy satisfaction, 
because at least his family was together. Be­
side him, pressed hard against him in the crowd, 
sat his wife, silent and dry-eyed, and before 
him his two sons, the older a boy of eight, and 
the other, the tiny child, just four. What would 
they do to him? Surely an infant like that could 
not be a Communist, a Red, an Enemy of the 
Republic? But then, his wife! What had she 
done? She knew nothing of politics, she had 
done nothing, yet she would die.

The door was kicked open. He saw and heard 
them, the weapons, the men, the wolf-barks. He 
had known of it. He had seen it happen to others 
before that night when the soldiers of the Re­
public of South Korea had burst in, beaten him, 
kicked his wife, slapped the children into whimp­
ering quiet, and dragged the family to the Room. 
He had seen it, he had heard the rifles, so today 
he knew how it Would be.

There were no words. Strange, that at the last, 
the very last there should be nothing to say. 
But that is the way it was. The silence of the 
grave had prematurely fallen. And when once he 
spoke a word of comfort to the four-year-old in 
his arms his wife turned to look at him, and 
there was no message in her eyes.

The slow march ended. Behind them lay a 
ditch hacked into the frozen ground, and behind 
that the land stretched away, white and gray, 
into the north.

The man wondered about the little one. For 
the other, the eight-year-old, there could be no 
doubt. He would lie that night in the ditch 
with his parents. But the little one? What of 
him ?

A soldier of Syngman Rhee snapped at him, 
and with a surge of gratitude mingling with 
the heart-stab of separation he handed the now 
sobbing child over to the soldier.

I t  was as he had himself seen it. They stood 
one moment at the edge of the ditch. The sol­
diers raised their rifles. The next moment he 
was flung gasping and struggling into the ground, 
his own blood drenching his hands. He was very 
cold and in breathless agony, and it seemed that 
he stayed alive for a long, long time.

* * *
The four-year-old yelped when the rifles 

crashed, and broke away from the grinning of­
ficer, but when he ran to the ditch, a soldier 
kicked him away from it.

Later, when the soldiers had gone, he ap­
proached it again, but men came to shovel the 
earth into it, and he held back whimpering until 
they went away. Then, bewildered, cold, hungry, 
he hung around the silent brown welt of soil.

For a long while he stayed there. Then, as 
the Twenty-fifth of December, 1950, darkened 
and sank into night the child turned and wan­
dered back through the Wind toward the city 
of Seoul.

Asia’s Monroe Doctrine
By George Lavan

Indian diplomats in the UN have stated that 
China is moving towards the formulation “of a 
Monroe Doctrine for Asia.” As every schoolboy 
knows, the Monroe Doctrine is the cornerstone 
of U.S. foreign policy. How can China be copying 
the U.S. ?

First we must go back in history and see what 
the Monroe Doctrine was originally and how it 
came about.

A fter the defeat of Napoleon the European 
continent was dominated by the Holy Alliance. 
This combination of reactionary monarchs was 
dedicated to wiping out all vestiges of the French 
Revolution and republicanism. They proceeded to 
restore divine-right kings to rule over the peo­
ples of Europe. As with reactionaries through­
out history, they claimed to be acting from the 
highest and most religious of motives. Their 
restoration of tyrants, policing of Europe and 
jailing of republicans was based, they sancti­
moniously declared, “on the sublime truths which 
the Holy Religion of our Savior teaches.”

This reaction, raging in Europe, threatened to 
reach across the Atlantic Ocean. The Spanish 
polonies of South and Central America, aided by 
Spain’s involvement in the Napoleonic Wars, had 
revolted. Postwar attempts by the Spanish king 
to regain his colonies failed as revolutionary 
armies won victory after victory.

In  this situation the Holy Alliance began prep­
arations to subjugate the insurgent Latin-Amer- 
icans for the King of Spain.

Popular sympathy in the United States had 
long been on the side of the Latin-American 
revolutionists —  who were referred to, even by 
the president, as “our Southern brethren.” The 
people of the U.S., remembering with pride their 
own Revolution for Independence and a Repub­
lic, fe lt a strong bond of solidarity with the 
new independence fighters to the south.

In  December 1823 President Monroe proclaim­
ed to the world that the U.S. would not tolerate 
any attempt by European powers to reduce the 
newly established Latin-American Republics to 
the status of colonies. Furthermore, he declared, 
the Western hemisphere was off limits for Euro­
pean powers entertaining any ideas of carving 
out pew colonies. Any violation of this Doctrine, 
Monroe warned, would lead to war with the U.S.

Faced with this U.S. warning and a possible 
balance-of-power war with Britain, the Holy 
Alliance gave up its planned reconquest of Span­
ish America.

The historical analogy between the U.S. of the 
1820’s and modern China, while far from com­
plete, can be readily seen. Asia, like our West­
ern hemisphere of two centuries ago, was long 
a land of colonies. Today, however, a revolution­
ary wave is sweeping the Orient. Its primary aim 
is independence from foreign rule. This is evi­
denced by the liberation struggles of the Indo­
nesians, the Viet-Namese, etc.

In  these struggles the native independence 
forces have shown themselves strong enough to 
cope with the armies of their immediate colonial 
masters. However, in each case victory has been 
made more difficult or even unachieved because 
the present-day powerhouse of world reaction —  
American imperialism —  finances and supplies 
the slavemasters in their wars of reconquest. 
This was true, for example, in Indonesia —  where 
the independence victory has been limited to only 
a part of the Indonesian archipelago, and in 
Indo-China where the battle still rages. Now 
the question is being publicly broached of Amer­
ican armed intervention against the insurgent 
people of Indo-China.

Alexander I, Czar of all the Russias, the 
moving spirit of the Holy Alliance, offered the 
highest moral and religious motives for his for­
eign policy. Today H arry S. Truman paints U.S. 
policy in Asia as supremely holy and moral. In  
neither case did moral or ethical considerations 
determine the policy. But morality always is a 
desirable smokescreen for foreign policy. Since 
the war is being waged on the “moral” front, 
how will China fare on this field?

China appears to have found a morally unas­
sailable weapon in the Monroe Doctrine. All ar­
guments of U.S. diplomats proving the “im­
morality” of a Monroe Doctrine for Asia would 
at the same time be a repudiation of U.S. policy 
on the Western hemisphere since 1823.

I f  the U.S. had the right then to tell the Euro­
pean powers that colonial restoration attempts or 
empire-carving adventures in the Western hemi­
sphere meant war, then China today has the 
right to do the same for Asia.

Not only is a Monroe Doctrine for Asia a 
powerful diplomatic argument (because revolu­
tionary China has the strength to back 'it up) 
but it is completely on the side of progress. The 
peoples of Asia, colonial slaves for so long, have 
every right to rule themselves without inter­
ference from U.S. imperialists or their junior 
partners in Europe.
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Short Subjects
H E A T  OFF GENERAL ELECTRIC — Just a 

few days before Charles E. Wilson, president 
of General Electric, announced that he had agreed 
to take over the job of war mobilization head, 
J. Howard McGrath asked the court to postpone 
action for five years against GE for violation 
of the anti-trust laws. Government service pays 
off for these big industrialists in more ways 
than one.

*  *  ■*

A SIANS REFUSED B U R IA L — Fort Lincoln 
Cemetery, one of Washington’s largest, has 
adopted a policy of refusing to bury persons 
of Asian descent. The discriminatory policy was 
revealed when Akira Nose, a veteran, asked the 
cemetery officials for a plot of ground to bury 
his father. The Japanese-American Citizenship 
Committee protested the action to the Capitol 
Cemetery Company, owners of the Fort Lincoln 
cemetery, and were told the ban “was approved 
¿y the board” because of “some objections about
Chinese being buried there.”

♦  *  *

PA K ISTA N  TROTSKYISTS —  News has ar­
rived of the formation of a Trotskyist organiza­
tion in Pakistan. Its  strongest section is in Ka­
rachi. The new organization publishes a paper
entitled The New Spark.

*  *  *

NAACP PROTESTS A PPO INTM EN T — The 
NAACP has announced its opposition to the ap­
pointment of former Florida Governor. Millard 
F. Caldwell as head of the Civilian Defense pro­
gram. Caldwell now holds the post by Truman’s

appointment; to make it permanent, Senate con­
firmation is required. Charging that Caldwell 
was the "chief architect of a program of segre­
gation-’ employed to get around a Supreme Court 
decision against discrimination in colleges, the 
NAACP said: “I f  a bomb drops, we do not want 
regulations that require colored citizens to run 
ten blocks to a separate racial shelter when one 
designated for ‘white only’ is just around the 
corner.” . „

*  *  »

GM MAKES BIGGEST PRO FIT —  Shortly 
after Chairman Alfred P. Sloan of General Mo­
tors proclaimed that high taxes were killing 
industry, the company announced its profits for 
the first nine months of 1950. The net profit 
was over $700 million. That is a higher profit 
than has ever been earned by any corporation in 
the world in a full year. I f  GM profits continued 
at the same rate for the balance of 1950 they 
should hit a billion. Last year GM made $656 
million after taxes.

*  *  *

N EW  TAX SET-UP —  The CIO News in a 
survey Dec. 25, estimates that under the present 
tax structure a far greater burden will be born 
by the people in relation to corporation taxes, 
than during the last war. In the 1944-45 period 
it is reported that the people paid 62.2% of the 
taxes and the big corporations 37.8%. In 1950, 
the CIO paper estimates, the people will pay 
70.1% and the corporations 29.9%. The CIO 
News concludes that Big Business is set for an­
other “Gravy Train” ride. !

Detroit Housing at 
Wretched Level 
Survey Reveals

By Patricia Stall
DETROIT — The Detroit Hous­

ing Commission has just released 
figures which show that 750,000 
people are ill-housed in this city. 
“Ill-housed” is a very feeble and 
misleading term, however, for the 
conditions that exist in one of the 
iargest and most modern cities 
of our day.

The real misery behind this 
phrase lies in the words o f . 
mothers who complain that “as 
much snow was coming through 
the roof of the house . . .  as was 
falling on the ground.” Families 
have to put up with basements 
covered with three feet of sewage,; 
and people are forced to move 
into a private dwelling already 
subdivided to house .four families 
and find it beitig further sub­
divided to house seven with one 
bathroom to share with fifteen, 
others.

P R IM IT IV E  HOMES
The survey stated that at least

250.000 persons were living in 
substandard dwellings, by which 
they mean dwellings which arc 
dilapidated or those that don’t 
have inside toilets, baths or run­
ning water. Twice that number 
are living in standard dwellings 
u n d e r substandard conditions 
which occur when two or more 
families occupy a unit designed 
to house only one family.

Not only do 750,000 people have 
to put up with such deplorable 
conditions but they have to pay 
bonuses and exorbitant rents for 
the “privilege” of sharing their 
porches’ with rats, their kitchens 
with strangers, regardless of 
their health or standards of clean­
liness. They must share their 
waking and sleeping hours with 
the noises of countless families 
pressed in on each other.

NEW  ARRIVALS
It  can be seen that conditions 

are bad but they are going to get 
even worse. Thousands of work­
ers are coming to Detroit lured 
by the promises of war work and 
high wages. With each new 
arrival the housing problem be­
comes worse. “An all - out war 
effort would make the job of 
housing the influx of workers 
practically impossible,” an official 
of the Housing Commission stated. 
He added that there are more than
6.000 families on lists waiting to 
get into public housing units. The 
survey showed that 16 manage­
ment companies operating large 
apartment buildings containing 
11,378 dwelling units had only 
three vacancies during November 
and waiting lists of 1,950 families

It is ironic that this report came 
out on Dec. 7, the anniversary of 
official entry into World War II ,  
the war of the golden promises. 
IIow do these promises look when 
seen under the light of cold, hard 
facts? I t  is no wonder that the 
workers have no confidence in the 
war aims given for World W ar 
I I I  and look with suspicion at 
those who would push them onto 
another battleground.

It  is also no wonder they don’t 
want to sacrifice the little they 
have for the all-out war now 
threatening. Through bitter ex­
perience the lesson is being 
learned: The politicians, bosses 
and pie-in-the-sky promisers will 
never help the Workers.

UAW Executive Board Attempts 
To Suppress Flint Local Paper

W ar M obilizers

Truman’s new war economy “czar,” Charles E. WiLson of 
General Electric Co. confers with Secretary of Defense George 
C. Marshall, former Army Chief of Staff. Wilson, former presi­
dent of one of the country’s largest anti-labor corporations, rep­
resents the kind of Big Business executives Truman has placed 
in command of all the government war agencies and boards.

RAIL WORKERS WIN FEW 
GAINS IN SETTLEMENT

Officers of four operating unions of the Railroad 
Brotherhoods reached an agreement Dec. 21 covering over 
300,000 workers. The contract, which includes an escalator 
clause, is still to be ratified by?' 
the members. I f  ratified, the
agreement will end a 22-month 
dispute between the four unions 
and the railroad companies.

While the workers did not get 
anywhere near the justifiable de­
mands originally made, the un­
authorized strike of yardmen 
wrung some concessions from the 
companies and government me­
diators.

The biggest gain is the inclu­
sion of an escalator clause. This 
would provide a one cent hourly 
wage increase for every 1% rise 
in living costs, on a quarterly 
basis. This must still be approv­
ed by the Wage Stabilization 
Board, which has not yet made 
clear what its position will be 
on such sliding scale contracts.

One of the biggest issues pro­
voking the walkout of 10,000 
yardmen was the demand for a 
40-hour week. The new proposed 
agreement agrees to this “in 
principle” but postpones its ap­
plication until Jan. 1, 1952, at 
which time it may or may not 
be put into practice “depending 
upon the manpower situation.” 
Under present war conditions this 
means continuation of the 48 
hour week indefinitely.

A wage increase of 25 cents an 
hour was proposed for 120,000 
yardmen, 23 cents retroactive to 
Oct- 1, 1950, and 2 cents to be 
effective Jan. 1, 1950. This is 2 
cents more than the yardmen 
were offered prior to their walk­
out.

The 180,000 road service work­

ers would receive a 5-cent wage 
increase retroactive to Oct. 1, 
1950, and an additional 5 cents 
Jan. 1. 1950, under terms of the 
proposed contract. Seven work­
ing rules providing some improve­
ments were also proposed. A ll 
these were rejected by the emer­
gency board last June. ••

Like contracts covering a mil­
lion auto workers, the new ra il­
road contract would allow an “an­
nual improvement factor” under 
which additional wage increases 
could be won.

While the proposed agreement 
is far from what the workers of 
the four operating unions de­
manded and are entitled to, even 
this much would not have been 
achieved without the paralyzing 
walkout of the rail workers which 
terminated after Truman's vici­
ous radio attack upon the strik­
ers.

Whether they vote to accept 
these proposals or not, the rail­
road workers covered will not be 
satisfied. The fact that the con­
tract includes a three-year “mo­
ratorium” on wages and rules 
(a no-strike pledge) means that 
the many improvements in work­
ing rules which are so long over­
due have been abandoned as de­
mands by the union leaders.

The strength and militancy 
shown by the operating union 
workers should have gained far 
more. But the lack of a cour­
ageous and militant leadership 
once again has deprived the work­
ers of their rights.

By Emmett Moore
FLINT, MICH., Dec. 21 — After a year of rumored 

threats against the Searchlight, official newspaper of 
Chevrolet Local 659 UAW-CIO, the International Executive
Board ordered officers of the local *>- — --------------------------------------- —

TRUMAN OPENS WAGE-FREEZE DRIVE
(Continued from Page 1)

president of the CIO United Auto 
Workers, has chosen to interpret 
this to mean that any permanent 
freeze order “will provide for pro­
tection of our cost-of-living and 
annual improvement factor.”

That is by no means assured. 
Certainly, the administration has 
been forced to give pause, in this 
instance, before throwing out the 
UAW ’s escalator clauses. It 
cannot afford, at this stage, to 
provoke the anger and revolt of 
a million militant auto workers. 
But what about the overwhelm­
ing majority of workers who do 
not have escalator clause con­
tracts? Can the administration, 
which expects to finance its 
stupendous war program out of 
the workers’ living standards, 
permit the extension of escalator 
clauses throughout industry?

MAJOR STRUGGLE
This is the issue with which 

the administration is still grap­
pling: i f  it bars the escalator 
clause to the auto workers, it will 
confront a major labor struggle; 
i f  it permits the auto workers to 
retain this protective clause, how 
can it deny all other workers the 
right to the same protection?

The effectiveness of any wage

freeze — which the administra­
tion is determined to put into 
effect —  would be materially 
reduced if the escalator clause 
were included in all union eon- 
■racts. Yet the financing of the 
war requires a drastic slash in 
civilian consumption, most easily 
effected by freezing wages as 
prices continue to mount.

The dilemma of the govern­
ment and the employers is ex­
pressed by an editorial in the 
N. Y. World - Telegram, which 
complains that “everybody can’t  
escalate.” The advantage of the 
escalator clause to workers, it 
admits, are “obvious and great” 
as “a device for maintaining their 
living standards, no matter hoxv 
high prices go.”

TH R EA T TO STANDARDS  
“But,” it goes on, “if the rearm­

ament and mobilization effort 
means a reduced supply of 
civilian goods and services . . . 
everybody’s living standards can­
not be maintained.”

Truman might not be concerned 
about the escalator clause if he 
really believed his program could 
control prices. But that’s the rub. 
He knows he can’t control prices 
and everyone else knows it too.

He can get some of the auto

corporations to roll back their 
latest price increases on passen­
ger cars, because the auto 
moguls don’t expect to be doing 
much auto production in the 
future. They are counting on gov­
ernment “cost-plus” contracts for 
tanks and other war equipment to 
keep them in the gravy.

But meat prices, which more 
immediately and directly affect 
the low-income earners, are an­
other matter. The meat packers 
have virtually threatened to 
impose another meat famine, as 
they did in 1946, if  the govern­
ment puts ceilings on their prices. 
i?o Truman isn’t talking so tough 
to them.

EFFEC TIVE  ACTION
The most effective action 

American labor can take right 
now’ to offset a wage freeze, for 
which the auto order sets the 
precedent, is to fight for escalator 
clauses in every union contract. 
Let’s see if Truman really means 
business about price controls. A 
real test would be 16 million 
organized workers under escalator 
clause protection.

Under no circumstances, how­
ever, should American workers 
accept a wage-freeze precedent 
in any form.

to appear before them. The 
board’s telegram to the officers 
demanded that they “show cause 
why the policies and stories 
carried in the Searchlight publica­
tion of 659 are not in violation of 
the policies of the International 
Union. . . .”

The bristling edict of the top 
officers represents another move 
tn their attempt to destroy the 
remaining democratic rights of 
local unions to publish papers 
critical of the program and 
actions of the officialdom. This 
new move marks the hostility of 
the labor leaders against any 
forum from which the union 
ranks can protest against lowered 
living standards brought on by 
the immense war preparations.

MEMBERS AROUSED
This encroachment on the 

rights of local unions has aroused 
the Chevrolet workers to a fever 
pitch. Local 1 union officers ac­
complished this by the simple act 
of placing the telegram on the 
front page of the Searchlight. I t  
was the only article that appear­
ed. The rest of the blank page 
graphically illustrated to all 
members how top union censor­
ship would eliminate the voice of 
Chevrolet workers from the pages 
of the Searchlight.

The program of the top officers 
was indicated by their hostile 
attitude towards the Chevrolet 
delegation that appeared before 
them in Detroit. The Chevrolet 
delegation of six led by local 659 
president Coburn Walker startled 
the board by reading a brief 
statement, “We deny that the 
policies and stories carried in the 
Searchlight are in violation of the 
International Union. . . .  In justice 
we believe you should submit 
specific instances of violations.. . .  
We request sufficient time to pre­
pare a full and comprehensive 
statement covering the subjects.”

Ignoring this modest request, 
Livingston, vice-president of the 
UAW, speaking for the board, 
proceeded to attack the local for 
the publication of articles, car- 
toons, headlines and stories that 
were critical of Reuther ad­
ministration policies.

The thin - skinned bureaucrats 
objected to a headline entitled 
“Unionism Versus Bugasism” (a 
reference to the anaemic Ford 
pension settlement). They vio­
lently reacted against the protest 
of Chevrolet workers against any 
further increase in dues.

The board was furious when 
the committee refused to answer

any questions until they were put 
in writing.

DEM AND CENSOR
Upon the return of the local 

officers to Flint they received a 
letter from the board ordering 
them to print their statement in 
ten point type on the front page 
of the Searchlight. The letter 
instructs the officers to censor the 
paper of any critical views of the 
members against the union leader­
ship.

How convenient it  is for the 
porkchoppers to forget that they 
fought for complete control by a 
persistent, stubbornly critical a t­
titude to the Thomas-Addes ad­
ministration. Or what is more 
likely this is exactly what they 
do remember and fear that the 
militants in the auto union may 
dispose of them as Reuther did 
the previous administration.

The UAW  officers refuse to 
acknowledge that the militants by 
exercising their rights forced the 
administration to adopt three of 
the major demands which mobiliz­
ed the union since 1945. These 
were the fight for the 30 cent 
wage increase in 1945, the esca­
lator clause that was won in 1948, 
and the pension program.

It  is clear that Reuther wishes: 
to extend his control over the 
union at the coming convention. 
He will undoubtedly press for 
constitutional controls over local 
publications. This is a logical ex­
tension of the last convention’s 
actions where changes were made 
in the constitution to provide 
Reuther with the means of remov­
ing militants from posts in local 
unions.

CLEAR-CUT F IG H T
In order for Chevrolet workers 

to withstand the assault of the 
bureaucracy they must realize 
that Reuther’s attack is aimed at 
all locals with publications criti­
cal of the leadership. Chevrolet 
will have to put them on their 
guard. It  will have to organize a 
militant opposition to defend their 
democratic rights. But they must 
realize that to obtain the greatest 
support possible it can best be 
done by a clear-cut fight for the 
lights of all auto workers. This 
includes the right of militants 
to hold office; the right of mili­
tant workers to work in the 
plants, and of course free speech, 
democratic union elections, and 
freedom to criticize. A struggle of 
this type will end the hypocrisy of 
Reuther’s charge of "violation of 
CIO policy.”

Anti-Negro Violence Flares 
In Alabama Home Bombing

By J. Blake
The battle for democracy for 

Negroes in the United States 
received a new setback on the 
Birmingham, Ala., front last 
week. Mrs. Mary Leans Monk, 
who has led the struggle against 
the city’s residential segregation 
ordinance, won a legal decision 
declaring the zoning law un 
constitutional, but barely escaped 
death for herself and her family 
a few days later when her home 
was dynamited by local white 
supremacists.

The explosive, thrust through 
a screen to a porch just outside 
her bedroom, tore away half a 
bedroom wall, wrecked the living 
room, and damaged other rooms 
in the brick building. One child 
was struck by falling plaster, but 
the five other occupants of the 
house, including Mrs. Monk, 
reportedly escaped injury.

Little protection from future 
attacks was expected from local 
authorities despite their routine 
posting of a six - man guard 
around the house after the event, 
since this is the fifth bombing of 
a Negro home in the area in the 
past-few years and not a single 
arrest has been made in con­
nection with any of them.

Moreover, the typical police 
attitude of blame for the victims 
rather than the criminals was 
expressed by Detective G. L. 
Patty, who “investigated” the 
dynamiting.

“The decision must have been 
what she was waiting for,” said 
(he minion of the law, "because 
she moved right in.”

COURT RULING  
He referred to the Dec. 20 deci­

sion of the U.S. Court of Appeals

in an appeal by the City of 
Birmingham from a District 
Court judgment in favor of Mrs. 
Monk and other Negro citizens 
against the discriminatory zoning 
ordinance adopted by the City 
Commission last year.

A wave of bombings of newly- 
purchased homes was used by the 
Commission as an excuse for 
passing the segregation ordinance 
although such ordinances were 
declared unconstitutional by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 1917 in 
the case of Buchanan vs. Warley.

The recent Circuit Court deci­
sion in favor of Mrs. Monk was 
handed down with a dissenting 
opinion by Judge Robert Russell 
which gave the green light to 
those who wish to rule with force 
and violence.

Russell wrote that the city’s 
attorneys should have been per­
mitted to show that “breaches of 
the peace, riots, destruction of 
property and life would follow 
attempts to violate the restric­
tions.”

The dynamiting of Mrs. Monk’B 
home followed by less than 36 
hours, demonstrating again the 
hollowness of American demo­
cracy, the folly of depending on 
court action alone to win equal 
rights for Negroes, and the 
necessity for workers’ defense 
guards to protect minority groups 
against violence condoned (when 
not instigated) by local officials.

Deadline for Militant
The deadline for articles and 

ads for The M ilitant is the 
Tuesday before the date of 
publication.


