Oscar Coover,

Pioneer American

Trotskyist, Dies

By Art Preis

NEW YORK,

of four months.

Mdy 3 — The American Trotskyist
movement today mourned one of its saddest Iosses. Oscar
Coover, beloved and devoted fighter for soclahsm died

early this morning at the Lenox Hill Hospital here after an illness
He was 62 years old, a veteran of more than four

decades in the labor and socialist struggle.

His death removes from the ranks of the Socialist Workers
Party one of its founding members and one of its 18 leaders convicted
in the famous Minneapolis Labor Trial who served prison sentences
during World War 11 as the first victims of the infamous Smith Act

of 1940,
Comrade Coover

the encroaching paralysis.

were used to destroy the virus that had attacked him.
long fight was in vain. Last night, about eight o'clock, he went
into a coma and died at 2:30 a.m. this morning. He leaves a son

and two daughters.

Memorial services will be held for him at 2 P.M., Sunday, May
5th Street, New York' City.

7, at Beethoven Hall, 210 E.

was stricken

meetings are being arranged in the Twin Cities and elsewhere.

To his final conscious moments, Oscar's thoughts were with his
comrades, his party, the great cause of international socialism which
were all of life to him. He was eager for every bit of news about
the party and its campaigns, joyful to learn of its successes in get-
ting on the ballot in several states.
gratification of hearing of the most recent revolutionary develop-
ments in Yugoslavia, which he greeted as a harbinger of that in-
ternational socialist resurgence which he had fought for, but would

not live to see.

He never stopped propagandizing for the cause, even when he
lay in the hospital ward with his legs paralyzed. He proudly had
displayed around the ward thello -foot-long scroll of greetings and
signatures sent to him from his old comrades in aneapohs It was

at his pillow when he died.

Loyalty, dependability, unselfish service, courage, comrldeshlp

— these were the watchwords of his. life and these he gave to the

labor movement and to his party

without stint. Whatever the task

to be done, he did it, no matter how hard how great or how small.

Fixing a light in the party headquarters with his skilled electri-

cian’s hands, distributing Militants, chairing a meeting, walking a
(Continued on page 8)

OSCAR COOVER, Oct. 7, 1887-May 3, 1950

$10,000 MILITANT FUND
CAMPAIGN IS LAUNGHED

By The

Editors

With this issue of our paper we publicly launch the
$10,000 Militant Fund campaign to assure the regular pub-
lication of The Militant. Reba Aubrey has been appointed

FFund Campaign Manager.

We have been impelled to
launch this campaign not only
for pressing financial reasons but
also because of imperative poli-
tical considerations.

The squeeze between high
publishing costs and the income
of a revolutionary socialist paper
such as ours remains unrelenting.
It now costs $10,000 more a year
just to print The Militant than
the income derived from sub-
scriptions, individual sales and
bundle orders.

Since ils foundation more than
21 years ago, The Militant has
been sustained, not by commercial
advertisers or rich backers, but by
those to whom we must again
appeal — to you who have never
failed us in the past, our friends
und readers and the members and
friends of the Socialist "Workers
Party. The need for your help is
pressing.

QUOTAS ACCEPTED

SWP branches with exceptional
devotion and self -sacrifice have
accepted the quotas assigned them
(iisted on Page 2), after they had

Next Week:
The End of the
Chrysler Strike

A full report and analysis
of the seftlemeni terms.

-J’

been consulted on the matter.
21,135 has already been collected.

Their enthusiastic responsec
flows from a profound under-
standing of how urgent it is to
challenge the sweep of reaction
today and of the role which a
paper like The Militant plays in
this struggle.

Today more than ever it
necessary to advance a bold pro-
gram againsts the assaults on civil
rights, against the anti-radical
witeh-hunt, against the mounting
war preparations and for the pro-
cram of socialism. For this The
Militant is indispensable.

("HIEF VEHICLE

In many key centers of the
country the SWP will run candi-
dates on state and local tickets
this fall. In this election cam-
paign of major importance na-
tionally and locally, The Militant
will be the chief vehicle for carry-
ing the message of revolutionary
socialism to the mass of the peo-
ple.

For all these reasons if
necessary to guarantee in advance
that all the required material
means are on hand for the regular
issuance of our paper. 510,000
will do this. The deadline for the
complefion of the Fund is July 15,

We are as confident that our
friends and sympathizers will
meet the quota assigned them
under “General,”” as we are that
the SWP branches will meet their
quotas in full and on time.

is

is

with spinal encephalitis last
January. He fought with all the valiance of his stout heart against
All the latest developments of medicine
But his last

Similar

Before he died, he had the
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SEN. PEPPER
IS DEFEATED
IN PRIMARY

Claude Pepper, veteran U. S.
Senator from Florida, was deci-
sively beaten last week by a
young demagogue, Rep. George
Smathers, in the contest for the
Democratic Senatorial nomina-
tion, which is tantamount to
election in the South,

Pepper’s defeat is generally
held to be a setback for the Pru-
man administration. The Repub-
lican national chairman hailed
Smathers' victory in almost the
same terms that he would use for
the election of a Republican, and
it is no secret that many
Republicans in Florida registered
25 Democrats in order to help
beat Pepper.

But most important of all, the
Florida primary results are sure
to encourage the Republicans to
“McCarthyite”™
brand of redbaiting, smear and
witch-hunt in the 1950 election
campaign.

Smathers’ main stress was put
on the alleged “pro - communist”
record and activities of Pepper.
In the cold war atmosphere which
the . Truman administration has
helped to create,’it was relatively
easy for Smathers to inflame the
most reactionary kinds of pre-
judices against Pepper merely by
quoting his opponent’s pleas for
peace with the Kremlin in 1945-
46 and by proving that he had
spoken during that period before
organizations that were;later put
on the Attorney General's “sub-
versive' blacklist.

For the Trumanites, the Florida

results represented the worst
possible sign. They now have
good reason to fear that the

witch-hunt which they started
will boomerang against them next
November, costing them several
seats and possibly control of the
next Congress.

In other primaries held on the
same day, Robert A. Taft was
nopposed for the GOP Senatorial
nomination in Ohio, while the
Democrats chose as his opponent
State Auditor Joseph T. Fergu-
son, whose only “distinction” is

his personal vote-getting ma-
chine.

In Alabama, Democratic Sen-
ator Lister Hill was also re-

rominated. He had appealed to
the Dixiecrats to return to the
Democratic fold as the best way
o block the passage of civil rights

A Lesson in Democracy

By C. Thomas
The nation-wide chain of West
inghouse Corporation plants,

hitherto constituted as a single
bargaining unit, was split through
the middle last week as the re-
sult of an NLRB election.
Although the newly chartered
CIO International Union of Elec-
trical Workers received a total of
27,281 votes to 22,817 for the ex-
pelled United Electrical Workers,
each union won 20 plants in an
election held on a plant-by-plant
basis.

The election was much closer
than the figures indicate with the
final outcome still in doubt, In
four plants, for example, includ-
ing the one in East Pittsburgh
with 13,000 workers, a run-off
election may be necessary to de-
termine the victor.

In East Pittsburgh, the IUE-
CIO won 5,763 to 5,663 for theUE.
The UE challenged 147 votes,
while 170 voted for no union. If
the NLRB upholds sufficient chal-

iegislation.

lenges it may wipe out the slim

100 majority and make another
clection necessary,

The outcome of the Westing-
house election came as a shock
to the Cl1O leaders who had fore-
cast an easy victory and predicted
a ten to one CIO margin at the
East Pittsburgh plant. Both
unions had thrown their full re-
sources into the Westinghouse
campaign involving 55,000 work-
ers.

THEIR FORMULA FLOPPED

When the IUE-CIO swept all
five plants of the General Motors
Electrical Division recently it ap-
peared the CIO was on the way
toward achieving its aim of elimi-
nating the UE as a factor in the
industry, Victory over UE in a
number of important election con-
tests seemed to indicate a power-
ful trend toward the CIO. The
CIO chieftains were convinced
they had an unbeatable formula
—the prestige of the national or-
ganization plus unbridled red-
baiting.

This formula was used at East
Pittsburgh to the highest degree.

ClIO Wins Westinghouse
Vote By Narrow Margin

Top CIO organizers and a small
fortune were thrown into the con-
test. The redbaiters let out all
stops. The day before the election
Philip Murray appeared as the
main speaker before a Westing-
house rally. And the IUE-CIO
just squeaked through by the nar-
row margin of 100 votes!

Small wonder that the CIO
chiefs are disturbed. First, the
results of the Westinghouse elec-
tion mean that the UE will be
around for a while. Second, they
are not so confident now that
their formula will work in the
General Electric vote schedule for
May 25. Third, they hoped a
crushing defeat for UE would set
the stage for successful raiding
operations against these expelled
unions in which the Stalinists are
more strongly entrenched.

The result of the General Elec-
tric ballot should indicate whether
the Westinghouse result was an
isolated phenomena or the begin-
ning of a trend to a more critical
attitude toward the CIO leader-

ship'and its redbaiting technique.

Yugoslavs Issue Appeal For
Return to Leninist

“l

Principles

Urge World Working Class

To Struggle Against Stalinism

The May Day proclamation of the Central Committee
of the Yugoslav Communist Party marks a great turning
point in the history of the world working class movement.

For
Bolshevik revolution of October
1917, a workers’ party with state
power outside the Soviet Union
has raised the banner of socialist
internationalism. The proclama-
t'on summons the opponents of
Stalinism to restore Lenin’s pro-
gram to its rightful place in the
lubor movement.

This program vrepresents the
only real alternative to the grim
choice of the cold war: imperialist
atom-bomb conquest or Kremlin
counter - revolution. It represents
powerful vindication of the strug-
gle begun by Leon Trotsky 27
yvears ago against Stalin’s des-
iruction of the conquests of the

P, | first workers’ state and his long

Iine of betrayals on a world scale.
The Yugoslav proclamation reads
in part:

FRATERNAL GREETINGS

“The current inside the interna-
tional workers’ and democratic
movement, which defends the just
cause of our country and the
struggle against the revision of
Marxism and Leninism (by the
Russians), is becoming more and
more powerful. The number of
those who are participating in
lhis‘ current is increasing from
day to day, and we send them our
fraternal greetings on the occasion
of May 1.

“The numbers of workers and
entire trade union organizations,
men of letters, as well as other
progressive people in the world
who are following our struggle
with sympathy see in it the spark
that will set off new victories for

‘the forces of socialism and that

will aid the development of social-
ism on its proper road.”
Marxists the world over will
not fail to recognize the epoch-
(Continued on page 2)

the first time since the?®

Yugoslav May Day
Manifesto Hailed
By SWP Leader

NEW YORK, May 1 — James
P. Cannon, National Secretary of
the Socialist Workers Party, to-
day sent 3 message to the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of Yugoslavia in the name
91‘ the American Trotskyists hail-
mg their May Day appeal to
defend Yugoslavia and restore
!l‘.e socialist movement to Lenin-
ism as opposed to Stalinism and
Social Democracy. The text, read
at tonight’s May Day meeting of
the SWP here, was:

“American Trotskyists hail your
May Day proclamation of in-
ternational solidarity as sign of
great hope for people of entire
world. We are confident that
workers everywhere will acelaim
your appeal to defend Yugoslavia
and restore ‘revolutionary move-
ment to Leninism as opposed to
Stalinism and Social Democracy.
This is the only alternative to
imperialist war and enslavement
eand to counter - revolutionary
methods of Kremlin despots.

“For over 20 years, in the
spirit of Leon Trotsky, our party
has conducted such a struggle, In
the May Day manifesto of the
Socialist Workers Party we sum-
moned American workers to sup-
port the just cause of Yugoslavia
for independence and socialism,
We believe with you that your
valiant resistance to Stalinism
and imperialism c¢an be ‘the spark

that will set off new victories
for the forces of socialism’.”

0. JOHN ROGGE IS ON
STALINISTS’ BLACKLIST

NEW YORK, May 2 — 0. John Rogge’s return to this
country from Yugoslavia today was being watched with
considerable interest by members of the Progressive Party.

Even before he returned,
Stalinists had publicly put him on
their blacklist because of the
friendly remarks he had made
zbout Yugoslavia’s fight for in-
dependence.

In a speech at the University

Lof Belgrade last month, Rogge

“Yugoslavia wants, to
way.

had said.
build socialism in its own

Filipinos
By Li Fu-jen

The Philippine Islands present
a classic picture of a colonial
country pillaged and retarded in
its development by imperialist
despoilers in league with the na-
tive ruling class.

This archipelago in the south
Pacific consists of 7,083 islands,
of which only 466 have areas of
one square mile or more. They
are the habitat of some 20,000,000
people mostly of Malay descent,
the vast majority of whom are
taos (peasants) or plantation la-
borers,

The taos cke out a bare ex-
istence on small plots that aver-
age only three, acres, while the
plantation workers receive piti-
fully small wages as employees
of the hacienderos (landlords)
who own great estates and ac-
cumulate  tremendous  wealth
which they share with the tycoons
of American business. A small
percentage of the agricultural
workers are tenant farmers, rent-
ing garden-size plots from the

-- Colonial Slaves

of class relationships, and the eco-
nomie effects it produces, that we
find the underlying causes for the
civil war which now grips the Is-
lands.

What foreign domination has
done to the Islands is well illu-
strated by the single fact that
after four centuries of Spanish
rule and half a century of Amer-
ican overlordship, the economy is
ill-developed, feeble and lopsided.

STATE OF THE ECONOMY
Although the population has
about doubled in the past 30
vears, there is very little indus-
try to provide avenues of employ-
ment and help elevate the stand-
ard of-living. The result is an
enormous and ever-growing pres-
sure on the land which must,
somehow, be made to yield suste-
nancd to more and more people,
with a resultant increase of pov-
erty. The land area available for
food cultivation remains virtually
statie, because the greater part
of additional lands that could be
aised to grow food is held in the

hacienderos, It is in this complex

grasp of the hacienderos,

These landowners prefer to
hoard their wealth or spend it
on high living rather than invest
in industries. In the poverty-
stricken population they see no
market for industrial products—
for their own needs they can buy
expensive imported goods. More-
over, industrial development
would draw .off surplus labor
from the plantation areas and the
hacienderos would be confronted
with demands for higher wages.

Whatever industries have been
established, both before and since
the war, are for the most part
owned and controlled by Amer-
ican capital, All thé factories are
small and produce only light con-
sumer goods. In relation to the
economy as a whole, they are a
negligible factor.

Thus today, as 50 and 100 vears
ago, the principal, indeed domi-
nating, sector of the Philippine
economy is still the plantation.
Vast tracts are planted to profita-
ble: export erops, leading which
are coconut (coconut oil and
copra), cane sugar, abaca (Manila
hemp) and tobacco. After rough

Under U.S. Rule

processing (often only baling or

packaging) these crops are taken
over by American export firms
and shipped to the United States.

The hacienderos—high on the
list of which is the Catholic
Church, one of the greatest land-
owners in the Philippines—and
their American brokers reap great
fortunes from the growing and
marketing of these crops. But the
worker who does the field work
and the worker who handles the
crops in the export process live
out their lives in wretched pov-
erty.

WHAT CAN THEY SHOW?

Social conditions in the Islands
are of the same blighting char-
acter that one encounters in all
the colonial and semi-colonial
countries of the East. There is
absolutely nothing to be said for
the claim of the U.S, imperialists
that they did better in this respect
than older colonial powers. The
Yankee freebooters clamped their
rule on the Philippines in 1893
after defeating the Spanish, What
have they to show, in terms of

human welfare, for half a century
of overlordship?

When the Americans arrived,
Manila, the capital, was a filthy,
suppurating slum except for the
small sections where the Spanish
planters and colonial officials
lived. The Americans improved on
these small sections. They built
fine, broad; paved boulevards and
great modern hotels and apart-
ment buildings. The businessmen
erected stately mansions for
themselves and the native ha-
cienderos moved in alongside their
new American partners,

Tourists gaped and marveled at
the “great job” America had done
in this backwater of the KEast.
They saw nothing and were shown
nothing beyond the fine boule-
vards and buildings. But Manila
remained and is still a filthy
slum, Walk or drive into the sec-
tions where the mass of the popu-
lation live! Back of the modern
concrete buildings that front on
the Plaza Santa Cruz stand ram-
shackle tin and clapboard shan-
ties, their spindly, weak-jointed

(Continued on page 4)

the ®—

The Soviet Union should not in-
terfere. Bullying, threatening and
coercion, or unequal treatment of
smaller nations by greater ones,
are threats to peace whether done
by the United States or by the
Soviet Union.”

Later,”at a press conference in
Belgrade, Rogge called for a
frank public discussion of the
Yugoslav - Kremlin dispute, and
condemned the expulsion of the
Yugoslavs from the Stalinist-
dominated World Committee of

Fartisans for Peace.

He also termed the charge that
"ugoslavia was planning to attack
the Soviet Union or its neighbors
as “ridiculous.” Asked for his
opinion of the Rajk and Kostov
frameup trials in Hungary and
Bulgaria, Rogge declared he could
not give any opinion concerning
the 'guilt or innocence of the
defendants, but said he had “no
confidence in such confessions,
especially when they are won by
inquisitional methods, namely,
when men are arrested and sub-
Jected to protracted questioning.”

CLASH MAY ENSUE

If Rogge acts in accordance
with his own remarks concerning
the necessity for a public dis-_
cussion of the Yugoslay issue, a
clash is bound ta ensne between
him and the Stalinists both inside
and outside the Progressive Party.

At their recent plenary session,
the National Committee of the
Communist Party decided that an
“end” would have to be put to the
practice of tolerating sympathiz=-
ers of the Yugoslav struggle as
members of the “progressive and

pro-peace” camp,
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above all to promote a “unified strategy”

— European Notebook

Real Situation
In Spain Today

Germain

conference at London will serve

in Western Eu-

rope. The Spanish question will thus inevitably be posed.

In spite of all the denials, the®—

State Department persists in
pressing in the diplomatic chan-
celleries for the inclusion of the
Franco regime in the Atlantic
Pact setup. American workers
should acquaint themselves with
the real situation in Franco Spain.

Spain today is in a state of
complete economic prostration,
Many factories lie idle for lack o
raw materials. The fraud-ridden
regime, the corruption of the up-
per government circles, the dis-
gipation of the ruling classes
devour the greater part of the so-
cial surplus product.

The budget mnow calls for 15
billion pesetas with a population
of 28 million, whereas 23 million
inhabitants in 1936 yielded 30 bil-
lion pesetas in state revenues, if
we make the necessary adjust-
ment for the lower value of the
peseta today. In 1936, military
and police expenditures took up
only 20% of the budget. Today,
this represents more than 60% of
the budget (9% billion pesetas).

INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS

The position of the workers un-
der these conditions is intolerable.
The official rations are starva-
tion rations, consisting of 100 to
150 grams of indigestible “bread.”
To remain alive and feed his fam-
ily, a worker has to buy on the
black market, which prevails

~ everywhere and in everything. His
daily wage ranges from 10 to 35
pesetas—from a common laborer
to a highly skilled worker—and
this for a 10 to 12 hour working
day. He is not always able to buy
even a kilogram [2.21bs.] of
“bread” with this daily wage, be-
cause the price of 1 kgm. of bread
fluctuates from 15 to 20 pesetas
on the black market.

Meat and olive oil—staple foods
—are out of his reach because
they cost 35 to 40 pesetas a kgm.
The cheapest footwear costs a
week’s salary—125 to 150 pesetas.
A suit of the poorest quality—
300 pesetas—or 15 work-days. Is
it any wonder that under these
conditions the worker's noon-day
meal is generally a little piece of
dry bean bread and there are
many who fast for a part of the
week in order to provide at least
something for their children?

PUBLIC HEALTH

Especially scandalous are the
health and housing conditions of
the Spanish people. There are at
present 250,000 victims of tuber-
culosis in Spain, and only 8,000
sanatorium beds, according to the
official figures. In Barcelona, a
city of more than 2 millions, there
is exactly ONE public clinic which
recently, for lack of funds, cut the
number of its beds from 1,000 to
300!

Corruption is rife within the
Seguro Social, a government so-
cial security agency and principal
Falangist propaganda argument
for which certain British and
American union leaders have un-
fortunately fallen. Segure Social
receives a compulsory contribution
amounting to 4% of the wage of
every worker and employee. Its
budget has soared to hundreds of
millions of pesetas. Poorly paid
doctors are compelled to handle a
minimum of 500 cases a month.

One of its regulations is that
a worker has no right to aid until
after he has been ill for five days.
Those sick with tuberculosis are
dropped from the rolls after six
months treatment. The Seguro

Social has made deals with
the big drug companies to buy
large quantities of poorest grade
medicines at cheap prices and re-
cently has openly ordered the doc-
tors to give preference to these
drugs in their prescriptions, be-
ceuse “the workers tend teo
often to try to put one over on
the physicians...”

WIDESPREAD MISERY

On the outskirts of all the big
cities there are vast areas of mis-
ery where hundreds of thousands
of human beings live in barracks,
hovels or caves under indeseriba-
ble conditions. In the Barcelona
slums, it is no rarity for a dozen
people to live in a single room, the
children sleeping under the cots or
taking turns on a mat. As for the
barracks, here is how a French
journalist, Michel Salomon de-
seribes them:

“...There are about 50,000 of
them and more are being built
every day. One type of workers'
dwellings consists of caves dug at
ground level... On approaching,
one invariably sees the opening
into a sort of tunnel which it is
impossible to enter except on
one’s hands and knees. A cotton
rag covers it- modestly from the
outside world... Most of the
Montjuich [in Catalonia] troglo-
dytes do not know how to use a
stove and the housewives cook
their meagre rations over crude
brush fires or on live coals like
the Bedouins...

As for the repression, it re-
mains as ferocious as ever. Con-
trary to the claims of the Franco
propagandists, there are still
many forced labor camps in the
country. The number of prisoners
reaches 130,000, of whom more
than 20,000 are women. There are
in addition 200,000 persons under
“house arrest.” Executions of
leading worker militants continue
without let-up. The Falangist po-
lice, relying on terror, spies and
stool-pigeons, has succeeded in
disorganizing the anti-fascist re-
gsistance movement. Tt became
known recently that Miguel An-
guel, former general secretary of
the underground Socialist Party,

him, many leading anti-fascists
were arrested.

“IN PAIN AND SORROW”

Franco Spain, which the State
Department would like to enlist
in the crusade for “Western eivili-
zation,” has all in all 37,500 stu-
dents (out of a population of 28
million!) as against 50,000 in
1936. Half of the dailies and the
magazines are published by the
Church. The obscurantist atmos-
phere in° Spain is perfectly illu-
strated by the following incident:

A professor of medicine on the
Barcelona faculty was the target
of disciplinary measures because
he had recommended the pse of
anesthetics in child birth, thereby
transgressing one of the Church’s
commandments: “The woman
shall give birth in pain and sor-
row,” (Reported by M. Salomon
in the Paris Franc-Tireur.)

American workers should exert
pressure on their union leaders to
launch a great mass movement
against the pro-faseist Franco
intrigues of the Pentagon and the
State Department, That is the on-
ly practical way at the moment to
speed Franco’s downfall and come
to the aid of the martyred Span-

ish workers.
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Dunne Speaks at
May Day Meeting

headquarters here, under the spon-

was a secret police spy. Through’

MINNEAPOLIS, April 30 — A
well-attended May Day celebra-
tion was held this afternoon in
the state Socialist Workers Party

sorship of the Twin Cities party
branches. The speaker was V. R.
Dunne, SWP national labor secre-
tary.

Recalling the oceasion of the
first May Day, Comrade Dunne
reconstructed the picture of Chi-
cago in 1886, and of the Iiay-
market martyrs — “the active
leading spirits of the labor move-
ment of that day.”

“American workers gave the
noliday of May Day to the work-
ers of the world,” the speaker
said, adding, “The early trade
union leaders were motivated by
different concepts than the labor
leaders of today!"

Pointing out that the presenmt
union leaders have become open
tools of Washington, the bankers
and Wall Street, Dunne declared.
“But a new leadership can arise
in the labor movement to change
the course of history in a short
time.”
After the talk, the audience
contributed generously to a col-

British Troops as Strikebreakers M '. ’ ,. tan t F und cam pai gn

British soldiers unload a cargo of mutton from a strikebound
Argentine vessel docked in Lon
struck following the expulsion of
of the Transport and General Workers Union.

lection for the Militant Fund.
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making significance of these
words. They embody within them
the story of the monumental
strides made by the Yugoslav
Communists since their split with
the Cominform in 1948.

WHAT EVENTS PROVED

At the time, Tito and his lead-
ing staff, notwithstanding the
frenzied attacks against them,
still hoped that a reconciliation
could be effected with Moscow.
But the events’of the last two
vears have proved to them, as
well as to countless others still
retaining illusions about Stalin-
ism. that this was no misun-
derstanding between friends. It
was an irreconcilable conflict be-
tween forces on opposite sides of
{he barrizades.

The blood-soaked Soviet bureau-
cracy, which had risen to power
by exterminating the achieve-
ments and the leaders of the
Russian Revolution, was and is
determined to .crush the Yugoslay
struggle for independence and
socialism. Failing to crush them
by frontal attack. Stalin banked
on driving the Yugoslavs into the
zrms of imperialism. Thereby he
would onee again confirm the
colossal lie, so indispensable te
nis regime, that the masses of the
world, as well as of the Soviet

Yugoslavs Issue Appeal
For Return to Leninism

Union, have no other choice but
Stalinism or imperialism,

But he has failed precisely be-
cause he was dealing with the
forces of a living revolution, and
not with an isolated workers’
group which could be slandered
and framed up and its leaders
murdered in ambush by GPU gun-
men. For the self-same reason, the
choice of Stalinism or imperialism
had te be rejected by the Yugo-
slav Communists.

The horrible fate of capitulation
to the Kremlin was only f{oo
clearly revealed in the Moscow-
dominated satellite countries of
Eastern Europe, It would mean
the perpetuation of Yugoslavia's
backwardness and poverty. It
would mean the never-ending
payment of tribute in sweated
and slave labor to swell the
privileges of the piratical Russian
bureaucracy. It would mean the
rale of the country by hand-
picked puppets and Russian mili-
tary overlords terrorizing the peo-
ple with frame-up trials, purges
and an omnipotent secret police.

WOULD NOT SUBMIT

The Yugoslav masses dould
never be prevailed upon to peace-
fully submit to such a fate. For
almost four vyears, they had
fought guns in hand to liberate
their country from the yoke of

Ken Morris Denies
Making Statement
Attributed to Him

Editors:

I was recently handed a copy
of your April 24, 1950, issue of
The Militant. On the first page,
under the heading “Ranks Raise
Questions on UAW Strike Tac-
ties,” you make the following
statement:

“Ken Morris, Reutherite Pres-
ident of Briggs Loecal 212, is re-
ported to have made a personal
trip to the scene of Chrysler neg-
otiations in order to tell Reuther
he had better get something at
Chrysler ‘or we’ll all be thrown
out of office’.”

This statement is absolutely
NOT TRUE, and in my opinion
was a deliberate lie built into
falsification by your Detroit cor-
respondent as a basis for prepar-
ing a story to justify the message
you hope to get across to your
readers.

Part of the reference to me,
stated above, is in quotes. This
implies your correspondent had
heard a direct quote. He sure as
hell did not get it from me, nor
did he have the decency to contact
nme to confirm his story had he
heard it from someone else.

At no time have I ever made
such a statement to Walter
Reuther, or anyone else!

It appears to me that this story
truly reflects the fact that your
policies are as equally vicious and
unscrupulous as the capitalist
press whom you occasionally con-
demn as organs of big business.
Whose organ are you?

I insist on a retraction of the
paragraph in reference to my-
self. T further request that you|
demonstrate an attempt to cor-
rect this lie by instructing your

Letters from
Our Readers

| substantiation.

contact the undersigned and de-
clare the basis for submitting his
falsehood which found refuge in
your paper.
Sincerely,
Ken Morris, President
Local 212, UAW-CIO
Detroit, Mich.

ED. NOTE — Unfortunately,
the Militant staff had no oppor-
tanity before going to press to
verify the speecific “quote” in-
corporated in the artiele on the
UAW by our Detroit cor-
respondent. In view of the denial
by Ken Morris of the remarks
attributed to him by our cor-
1espondent, we regret having
permitted the disputed statement
to appear in print without prior

However, this does not affect
the validity of the conclusions in
the article on the defeat of
numerous Reuther supporters in
recent elections and the fear of
incumbent Reutherite officials
that their personal fate is linked
with the outcome of the Chrysler
strike.

Voices Gratitude
For Story About
Hosiery Workers

Editor:

I want to congratulate you for
the wonderful article you printed
in your paper on April 17 about
the 35% cut that we Gotham ho-
siery workers had to take. This is
the first paper that really and
actually printed the truth about
our cut. If the other papers print-
ed only half the truth that you
print, it would be a pleasure to
read them. Thank God’that we
have at least one paper that backs
us and prints the truth.

M. G.,

By Reba Aubrey

Fund Campaign Manager

The campaign for a

$10,000
fund to help publish The Militant
is off to a good start. Branches of

the money in on time. The Min-

nesota comrades are properly con-

cerned over the financial plight of

l'lhe Militant and are eager to do
their share to help.”

Our St. Paul friends share this

the Socialist Workers Party, al-

Is Off to A Good Start

W.E.B. of Portland, Oregon,
| hastened to make a $5 pledge and
then rang the 80% Dbell with a $4
payment,

And C.H.,, Empire, Oregon,
pledged $40 and sent two $10

s : . sentiment. P. Mertens writes:
ready notified of our intention to|«w. are sure we will be able to|Postal notes to show he really
launch this campaign, have re-| ;. i IN FULL AND ON [means business.
spon.ded in typical Trotskyist|pippE.» e ¢ Militasit ‘vesd
fashion.. They understand that a| q. following friends of The group of Miitant readers
paper like The Militant, which has| yiilitant, learning of the cam-|Clubbed together to make up a
no big .adv.ertiﬂerﬁ such as back pnig—n, wasted no timo \‘-aiting for $100 kltt_v and started it off
the capitalist press, depends on | ... fi.ct release in the paper. lright by sending in $15.
the support of its readers to keep
it rolling off the press regularly
throughout the year. Already, $1.-
135.20 has been received. The ugw
campaign is scheduled to run until Mllltant F"nd scoreboard
July 15.
Flint Branch shifted into high yid
gear as soon as they heard about glr_alttch (Q“;'l’i ;llllg Per‘?gn b
the campaign. They didn’t wait \I;:' ok » ;;8 10‘; 3’1
for the announcement in The Mili- i’ittsttl)ur h '150 45 30
tant, but immediately passed the St Paul-gMinnea olis 750 “:; 20
hat and sent the proceeds by the T ll 4 RO ;.0 ‘16 20
next miail, This fast start put N°° ‘;. K 2-30 452 18
; Flint deservedly in the lead with Rl 20
don. More than 13,000 dockers ¥ Chiecago 350 60 17
: 66% of its $175 quota. Comrade W ¢ 20 5 17
three dockers by the leadership | Genora writes: “We want to col- = Ofrfctis er 450 o i
lect and send in our quota in rec- L“ Zo 1 1300 200 %
ord-time in this campaign in the Bost ngeles ’175 10 8
event of a strike in GM. The ¢om- P;?l °:i‘ Iphi 300 1 0
rades are in complete agreement Akl!‘ane phia g 5 0
on this action and their eoopera- Allentow b 0 o
tion is a remarkable demonstra- Clevel :‘ 950 0 0
tion of Trotskyist determination.” ée ¢ a:_( ; “,:0 0 0
Other branches have likewise D°"“e.'; e 200 9 o
expressed determination to waste Letro: 50 0 0
no time in seeing that The Mili- M¥;‘" k $08 3 o
tant gets that folding stuff which gt “I’““ e 55 5 g
pays such big dividends in carry- S ) guns i 700 0 0
% , ing the message of socialism to OmlId r:nc L2 100 0 0
fgrelgn _tyranny as ombndl_ed fhie. American. workers. ga nln ’ g 4
directly in the Na.zn and Fascxst Comrade Carl, chairman of the Seattle . 15
invaders and indirectly in the |np: com i P West Virginia 26 0 0
( reculy. 1 Militant Fund Campaigp in Pitts- v to. k0 0 0
Anglo-American quisling. General burgh, says, “We hope to raise P““Xs wn 99 7
Mik"&”""is‘(’lh- They b:medbf(l;{- the balance soon.” Pittsburgh has General 630 4
midable odds with indescribable | glready reached 30%. e
heroism. 'l"hey suffered  a million Both Twin Cities branches have Total through May 2 $10,000 $1,135 11
casualties out of a population of |heen heard from. Grace Carlson,

16 million. A social revolution was
born out of the national and civil
war. The leaders who had been
lifted to power by the mighty tide
of these events could not have
capitulated to the Russian would-
ke master of the country without
being swept aside by the revolu-
tionary workers and peasants of
Yugoslavia.

The heroic struggles of the war
years have had their parallel in
the magnificent resistance to the
Kremlin — and to imperialism -—
since 1948, Stalin has stopped at
nothing. He has staged frame-l.xp
trials in all the capitals of East-
ern Europe. He has tried to
provoke civil war in Yugoslavia.
He has harried the country with
border incidents. He has crected a
blockade to strangle Yugoslavia
economically. He has been fran-
tically seeking an agreement with
mperialism at the expense of
Yugoslavia. But with each new

Elow the people — and their
leadership — have become firmer
and more adamant in their

resistance.

CLEARER UNDERSTANDING

And with the fight, there has
developed a clearer understand-
ing of the nature and role of Stal-
inism. When the break took place
in 1948, hosannahs were still
being sung to Stalin as the “great
leader” whese “principles” were
Being distorted by his agents in
the Cominform. Two years later
Stalin’s portrait was conspicuously
ahsent from last week’s May Day
demonstration in Belgrade. In the
recent election campaign, the
Yugoslav leaders were explaining
to the masses in great meetings,
as only the Trotskyists have done
up to now, that the privileges of
the bureaueracy were at the root
of Stalinist degeneration and
counter-revolution. They repeated

Minneapolis organizer, expresses
the prevailing opinion there: “We
are very hopeful about completing
the pledges so as to make our
quota — and are equally as con-
fident that we will be able to send

Philadelphia SWP
Begins Campaign
At May Day Rally

PHILADELPHIA, April 30 —
Clyde Turner, Militant (Socialist)
Workers Party candidate for U, S.
Senator in this state, started her
election campaign last night at
a May Day celebration held at
the party’s local headquarters,
1303 W. Girard Ave. H. Lewin,
her gubernatorial running mate,
also addressed the meeting which
was chaired by H. Diamond, cam-
paign manager.

Exposing the deceit and hypo-
crisy behind the Congress failure
to enact FEPC laws and secure
civil rights to minorities, Clyde
Turner declared:

“If elected, I will devote all my
energies to push legislation to
protect the rights of minorities.
Civil rights issues are the
dynamite that can help blast the
very foundations of the capitalist
system. The Democratic and
Republican Parties are simply the
two sides of one and the same
coin. They only disagree over
which one can best serve Big
Rusiness. Truman gave the show
away when he invited James Duff
(Pa. Republican senatorial candi-
date) to join the Democratic
Party. Francis Myers (Pa. Demo-
eratic Senator running for re-
clection) only last week tried to
sell the idea to the working peo-
ple, the Negroes and the jobless,

over and again that Yugoslayia
would avoid the same fate only
by the development of Socialist
democracy.

Yugoslavia’s exclusion from
Stalin’s “iron curtain” bloe has
not inclined the Tito leadership
into the camp of imperialism.
Despite great pressure, they have
repelled all proposals for political
concessions, We sell our goods,
Tito has reiterated, not our prin-
ciples; we will tighten our belts
before we permit world capital-
ism te re-introduce the hated old
ceder in Yugoslavia.

A DRAMATIC SIGN

The Yugoslav May Day Mani-
festo calling on the masses of all
countries to return to Leninism
is the most dramatic sign of this
revolutionary development. The
Yugoslavs are notifying the world
that their fate is tied to that of
the international working class;
that they remain as relentless op-
ponents of world imperialism as
of the Kremlin autocracy.

Above all, the Yugoslav mani
festo indicates that the final crisis
of world Stalinism is at hand, The
epoch of working class defeats is
coming to an end. The “spark”
the gallant Yugoslavs have ignited
will in truth give new hope to
revolutionists the world over. It
will speed their struggles towards
“new victories for the forces of

Philadelphia, Pa.

correspondent from Detroit to

socialism.”

that Marshall Plan appropria-
tions come before domestic wel-
fare needs.”

Herbert Lewin, candidate for
xovernor, said, “There is no basic
-difference between domestic and
foreign policies. Both serve the
same ends. In the face of the
capitalist inability to avoid de-
pressions at home, they have
launched a program of war
abroad, to mask their social bank-
ruptey. In the process of mobiliz-
ing for war, they are making
American workers foot the bill,
and to prevent unrest, they are
préparing to establish a military
dictatorship.

“In the name of a holy erusade
egainst Stalin’s totalitarian re-
g.me, the American ruling class
is duplicating all the crimes of
Stalinism. The great majority of
the peoples of the world do not
want to be treated as the slaves
of either Stalin or Wall St.
“Capitalism offers no future to
any of the working people. It
offers depression, imperialist war,
faseism, and will finally drag
down society into barbarism. Only
a socialist economy can eliminate
war, and with it, those who profit
from the horrors of war, Jjn-
security, and race prejudices,”
Lewin pointed out. “The American
working class ean open the road
to this new world. They have the
power. All that is necessary is
for the working people of all
races-to understand their united
strength and use it.”

Report Brisk Sales
Of May Day lssue
In New York City

Cathy Dee, Literature Agent of
the New York Local of the Social-
ist Workers Party, reports high-
ly successful sales
of the special Ma
Day edition of The
Militant. The total
score was some 1,170
copies.

“The response was
beyond all expecta-
tions,” she says,
“with individual or-
ders ranging up to
10 copies for dis-
tribution among
friends, relatives and shop mates.

“A group of trade unionists
took 100 copies, the Youth branch
77 and the Brooklyn branch 50.
In Harlem, the East Side, Browns-
ville, Bedford-Stuyvesant and at
New York University and City
College 231 copies were sold.

“The Harlem branch handled
300 copies and the Downtown
branch 150.

“At the May Day parade we
sold 103 copies despite the rain.”

After reading a copy of The Mil
itant he bought at the parade, one
worker came down to the head-
quarters of the New York local
and bought 33 worth of literature
on the differerices between Stal-
inism and Trotskyism.

One observer at the Stalinist
parade remarked that he likes to
read The Militant because “it’s
put out by the only party with a
consistent program.”

The “Open Letter to Members
of the Communist Party” ex-
plaining why the Yugoslav people
should be supported in their strug-
gle against Stalin and against
world imperialism sold briskly at
the parade.

Three newsstands sold out their
consignments completely.

“The distribution of the May
Day issue in New York was an
inspiring achievement and a guide
for future occasions,” Cathy con-
cludes,

¥ x =

H. 0. of Philadelphia reports
that the Gotham hosiery work-
ers “were tremendously moved by
your April 17 article about their
wage cut which was a journalistic
‘scoop.’”’

“Two of us distribited that
issue of The Militant at the gate,
and the first workers we ap-
proached didn’t seem too friendly,
“‘Is this a union paper?’ they
asked.

READ

SUBSCRIBE
to the

THE MILITANT ARMY

“We said it wasn't, that it re-
flected the views of the Socialist
Workers Party, and explained
what the paper stands for.

“‘It's about time we listened
to the radicals,’ said one worker.

“‘We won’t forget that you
were the only ones to back us,
several others said when they saw

Y| the article,

“No one refused 2 paper, and
if someone hesitated, others urged
him to take a copy. Men on their’
way home stopped and sat down
on the steps to read the whole
paper.

“It wasn’t just the hosiery arti-
cle that appealed to them. The
whole issue gave a well-rounded
outlook on the problems and in-
terests of the working people.
Yesterday 1 learned that someone
had cut out Art Preis’ article
with the headline, Sound Labor
Unity Depends on Action by
Rank-and-File, and posted it on
a plant bulletin board.”

Local Addresses
Of Socialist
Workers Party

mAKIBON—!br Information, write £.0,

BOSTON—Worker~ Bducational Cetter,
10 Stuart St., open Wed. 5:30-9:00 p.m.,
social last Sat. of month.

BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 830 Matu
St., 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3960, Every
afternoon except Sun.

CHICAGO—168 W. Washington Btreet,
Rm. 312-314, Tel. Dearborn 2-4787T.

CLEVELAND --- Every Sunday,
m., Pecks Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St. (ott
Wade Pk. Ave.)

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phons
TY 7-68287, Mon. through Sat,, 12-5 p.m,
FLINT—Soc{alist Workers Party Hall,
215 East Ninth Street, Phone: 2-2496,
Open House Saturday evenings,
LO8S ANGELES—Militant Publ, Assn,,
Room 325, 124 W, 6th St. Phone VAndyke

LYNN (Mass.)—Militant Publ, Assn,,
;4 agomral Ave,, office open Thes,, Wed.
I'ILWAUKEE—M‘I 8rd St., 5rd f1.
8un. through Fri., T:So~9:30 p.m. Phone
Hopkina 2-5837,

MINNEAPOLIS—10 8o, 4th 8¢t. Phore
Maln 7781, Dailly except Sun., 10 a.m.~
8 p.m. Library, bookstore,
NEW HAVEN—For Information
write, P.O, Box No. 1019,
NEWARK—423 Springfleld Ave,
NEW YORK CITY (nq )—uo Unfver-
sity Place. Phone GR 5-81
HARLEM—108 W, uo s:.
Phone MO 2-1888, Open d
Thurs., 8 p.m.
BROOELYN -— Mandel's Manor,
343 Pennsylvania Ave., off Butter,
meetings every Thurs. evening at 8.
CHELSEA—130 W. 23rd 8t. Phone

AL B-2488.

YOUTH GROUP N. Y. — 130 wW.
23rd St, meets Thurs. 8 p.m.
OAKLAND (Cal.) - For Information,

phone TEmplebar 2-8153 or THmplebar
2-3735. or write P, Montauk, 906-B Cy-
sress St,, Oakland 7.

PHILADPLPHIA — 1303-05 W. Glrard
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson &-5820.
Open every Friday evening,

SAN FRANCISC0—1739 Fillmore Ave.,
4th fl. Phone FI 8-0410. Dally except

Sun,, 12-4:30 p.m.
“For Informatiom,

Rm. 28,
iscusston.

8T. LOUXS -—
shone PR G305.'*
SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg., 1st Ave,,
R. 201, So. & Washington, Tel, Mafn 9278,
Mon. through Sat.,, 12-5 p.m. Branch
meeting Tues., 7:30 p.m. Library, Book«
store.
TOLEDO — Address inquirfes to So-
clalist Workers Party, P.O. Box 1502
Toledo 8.

WORCESTER, (Mass.) — For informa~
tion write P.O. Box 504 Worcester.
YOUNGSTOWN — 234 E. Federal Bt

Phone 3-1385. Wed., Fri.. Sat., uo
4 »m.
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TROTSKY

*“The October revolution was accomplished for the sake of
the toilers and not for the sake of new parasites. But due to
the lag of the world revolution, due to the fatigue and, to a
large measure, the backwardness of the Russian workers and
especially the Russian peasants, there raised itself over the
Soviet Republic and against its peoples a new oppressive and
parasitic caste, whose leader is Stalin. The former Bolshevik
party was turned into an apparatus of the caste. The world
organization which the Communist International once was is
today a pliant tool of the Moscow oligarchy, Soviets of Work-
ers and Peasants have long perished. They have been replaced
by degenerate Commissars, Secretaries and GPU agents.”

— Leon Trotsky, Letter to Workers of USSR, 1940.
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Lattimore’s Reminder About Budeéenz

Louis F. Budenz is now being deliber-
ately elevated by nation-wide newspaper
chains to the status of a “national hero.™
Budenz owes all this not to any outstand-
ing contributions in arts or sciences o
human thought but exclusively to his po-
sition as Informer No. 1 for the vilest of
witch-hunters and the most rabid of re-
actionaries from the Un-American Com-
mittee down to Sengtor McCarthy.

Budenz did not attain his present emi-
nence by accident. He served a long ap-
prenticeship in the very same circles he
now denounces. For ten years — 1935 to
1945 — Budenz served the Stalinists un-
questioningly. By his own admission, Bu-
denz acted as finger-man and informer
for Stalin’s seeret police. His special-
ty was hounding, baiting, and spying on
Trotskyists.

Before the Senate Committee last week
Prof. Owen Lattimore recalled that Bu-
denz did anything and everything de-
manded of him, including taking part in
the conspiracy to murder Leon Trotsky.
For three years Budenz served as one of
the key figures in this criminal eonspira-
cy staged on U.S. soil. Budenz was instru-
mental in supplying the GPU with the
woman — intermediary who enabled the

assassin to worm his way into Trotsky’s
household.

These and other sordid revelations
were made by Budenz himself in his
book, This Is My Story. Budenz claimed
then, as he still does, that he was just an
innocent dupe. Remarkably enough this
“victim of illusions” rose rapidly in Stal-
inist ranks, quickly becoming a member
of the National Committee and serving
as managing editor of the Daily, Worker
in the period of Stalin’s pact with Hitler.

Long after his break with the Stalin-
ists, he continued to peddle the Kremlin’s
lie of Trotskyists being “agents of Hit-
ler.” He also continued to uphold the Mos-
cow frame-ups and in the very same
book in 1947 which was supposedly a
pledge of his “spiritual regeneration,” he
repeated after an article written at the
time by the novelist Rebecca West, the
infamous GPU lie that Hitler used Trot-
skyists as jailers and persecutors of
Catholics.

Budenz who stooped as low as any hu-
man being cguld in the Kremlin’s ser-
vice, is displaying just as much zeal in
the service of his present task-masters
and apparently is attaining even dizzier
success.

The May Day Celebrations

May Day had its origin in the historic
and militant struggle of the American
‘working class for the eight hour day.
The world Socialist movement later pro-
claimed May 1 as an international work-
ers holiday. The laboring classes rallied
under Karl Marx’s unifying slogan to de-~
clare war to the death on their capitalist
exploiters: “Workers of the world unite,
you have nothing to lose but your
chains.” This is the revolutionary tradi-
tion, the true spirit, the real meaning of
May Day. It is this meaning, spirit and
tradition that the exploiters, their tools,
‘agents and time-servers are bent on per-
verting, defiling and twisting to serve
their own ends.

The governors of 40 states this year
issued “Loyalty Day” proclamations con-
trived to beésmirch the memory of those
American working class fighters who
saw their leaders framed up and hung in
a struggle that inspired the commemora-
tion of May Day and commanded the
militant solidarity of their comrades
abroad. The “Loyalty Day” parade in
New York City was typical. It was a dem-
onstration of unbridled warmongering
calculated to fan the flame of national
jingoism in preparation for war.

With an asserted contingent of Tam-
many politicians, legionaires, strikebreak-
ers, priests and labor skates as its spon-

sors, the “Loyalty” parade was an ob-
scene caricature of the origin, history
and tradition of May Day. Appropriately
enough, the sponsors selected a Broad-
way musical-comedy warbler as “Queen”
of the parade.

Almost as far removed from the gen-
uine spifit of May Day was the Stalin-
ist-sponsored parade whose dispirited
contingents marched under the “we can
do business with capitalism” slogans re-
flecting the current needs of the Krem-
lin’s foreign policy. It has long been Stal-
inist practice to exclude those who “re-
fuse to march under Communist Party
slogans and banners. This perversion of
the united working class front has re-
duced participation to Stalinist members
and sympathizers. The result was evi-
dent in the smallest parade in years.

Capitalist reaction and counter-revo-
lutionary Stalinism are doing their ut-
most to extinguish the flame of interna-
tional working class solidarity and revo-
lutionary struggle symbolized in the cele-
bration of May Day.

In contrast, the Socialist Workers Par-
ty in meetings throughout the country is
keeping alive the true May Day spirit
and tradition by paying homage to our
martyred dead and pledging anew to car-
ry through to victory the glorious strug-
gle began by the early pioneers of the
revolutionapy socialist movement.

Page Three

This is the second installment
of the expose of the Kremlin’s
counter-revolutionary role in the
national liberation and civil war
that raged in Yugeslavia during
the last war. They are based on
two articles writfen by Moshe
Pyade, member of the Political
Bureau of the Yugoslav CP and
active leader in the civil war of
that eounitry. Pyade’s articles ap-
peared first in the Yugoslav
paper, “Borba,” March 22 and
March 26.

Last week’s article described
the growing indignation of the
Partisans at Stalin’s refusal to
send them assistance in their
most difficult hours, Tito and
others on his leading staff were
beginning to learn the reason for
this apparently bewildering be-
havior. Stalin was conspiring with
King Peter’s government-in-exile.

In May 1942, Tito, expressing
his followers’ uneasiness over the
Kremlin’s attitude, again wired
Moscow for aid. “From all cor-
ners,” he said, “the fighters and
the people are asking me why the
Soviet Union is not sending aid.”

The Kremlin replied with an
open affront. In August 1942, the
Soviet government elevated the
royal legation in Moscow to the
status of an embassy. Tito reacted
with-an indignant wire to Moscow
on Aug, 11:

HOW STALIN REPLIED

“The promotion of the repre-
sentative of the Yugoslav gov-
ernment in Moscow to the rank of
ambassador has created a feeling
of uneasiness among all the pa-
triots in Yugoslavia and particu-
larly among the fighters.. Espe-
cially because it has occurred at
the very time when the traitor
Yugoslav government is openly
collaborating with the occupier.
It rewards all the butchers who
have shed the people’s blood and
against whom we are now en-
guged in the same life-and-death
struggle as against the Occupa-
tion... Your action adds great

eration struggle. All the hesitant
elements and the avowed ene-
mies cite it not as a recognition
by the Soviet government of the
merits of our struggle but as a
recognition of the policy of the
Yugoslav government in London.”

The attitude of Radio Moscow
paralleled the incident with the
ambassador and again drew a
sharp query from Tito. “Why,”
he asked by wire on Sept. 9, 1942,
“doesn’t the Moscow radio sta-
tion in its Serbo-Croatian lan-
guage broadcasts speak of the
atrocities committed by the Chet-
niks? Why doesn’t it popularize
our struggle? Numerous are
those who raise this question and
justifiably demand at least moral
support. Many are dissatisfied
with the Serbo-Croatian language
broadeast of this station.”

[Two years later, at the cloge
of 1944, the Moscow radio was
to repeat its shameful silence to-
wards the Stalinist-led Greek par-
tisans of Elas who were fighting
their own quislings and the Brit-
ish imperialists, Stalin collabo-
rated without hesitation with the
reactionaries and counter-revolu-
tionists everywhere against the
revolutionary masses. Their un-
bounded loyalty to Stalin was no
consideration, except to facilitate
their betrayal.]

In the autumn of 1944, Stalin's
counter-revolutionary conspiracy
was uncovered in all its wretched
details. It was dug out. of the
archives of the London govern-
ment which had been forwarded
to the Tito regime. The following
coded messageé had been sent by
Slobodan Yovanoviteh, then pres-
ident of the emigre government
in Londen, to Mikhailoviteh, its
minister of war operatmg in
Yugoslavia: y

“The Russians have proposed
to send their top officers to your
General Staff for the organization
of direct liaison with you, for the
formation of your squadrons in
Russia, to send you aid, for joint
radiophone broadecasts. Have re-

difficulties to our national lib-

jected proposal, We desire first

drawn out conflict that began six
months ago over the pension
issue.

Previously, the union had settled

with Acklin Stamping Co. after 2
3-day strike for a pension plan
similar to that ofs other CIO
unions. Yesterday the Plaskon
workers settled their 90-day
sirike for a wage increase and a
health-and-welfare plan estimat-
ed to total about 10c. an hour. No
pension was won at Plaskon.
The area-wide pension plan
which the umnion demanded from
125 companies in this area ap-
pears to be a dead duck. It is no
Jonger mentioned in union propa-1
ganda and did not figure in the
two settlements made so far.

OUTSTANDING FEATURES

In assessing the results of the
struggle up to now, the outstand-
ing features are: (1) The union
yemains intact despite the com-
Lined assault upon it by virtually
all the forces of the banks, the
¢orperations and newspapers in
this city; (2) the union has re-
treated from its ongmal position;
(3) the meager gains have cost
a heavy price.

The weakness of the one-at-a-

TOLEDO UAW LOCAL PREPARES
FOR BITTER SHOWDOWN FIGHT

TOLEDO, May 1 — There is a temporary cessation of
hostilities between UAW Local 12 and the corporations
in this community, with the announcement today of a sec-
cid strike settlement in the long @

time strategy now places the
union in the position where il
must face the larger corporations
such as Overland, Spicer, Auto-
iite and Champion with a some-
what depleted treasury and a 90-
day strike behind it. Many work-
crs are critical of this strategy
which forces the union to drain its
resources during long strikes
while the profit-bloated companies
sit on their money bags.

SPICER DEMANDS

The spotlight now shifts to the
Spicer Company, one of the
toughest and most arrogant out-
fits in the country. Spicer has al-
ready notified the union that it
will not renew the present con-
tract when it expires at the ond |
of this month unless the workers
ave ready to surrender important
gains., This was accompanied by
a threat to cease operations alto-
gether in Toledo.

Even the editors of the reac-
tionary Toledo Blade were taken
aback at the tone of the Spicer
management; they know that this
kind of approach only tends to
stiffen the workers’ ranks. A
hard fight seems to be in prospect
at Spicer.

that the.campaign being carried
on by radio and press against the
Yugoslay army under your com-
mand cease; that they call upon
the partisans to stop attacking the
detachments of your army; that
the partisans be placed under
your command. Only after this
is done can there be any question
of discussions looking towards
future cooperation,”

It is obvious from this mes-
sage, as Pyade pointed out, that
none of the obstacles which *pre-
vented Stalin from aiding the
partisans existed as far as
Mikhailovitch was concerned. Nor
was Moscow concerned that Mik-
hailovitch was collaborating with
the Nazis and the fascists or that
he was committing terrible atroc-
ities against the partisans. The
interests of the Moscow bureauc-
racy conflicted with the struggles
and aspirations of the revolution-
ary workers and peasants of
Yugoslavia. Therefore sacrifice
them—as Stalin had done many.
times before from Spain to China.

WHY THE DEAF EAR

This explains why again and
again Moscow turned a deaf ear
to Tito’s entreaties. In 1943, the
partisan units Were fighting off a
heavy combined offensive of the
occupation forces in the Neretva
region in Herzegovina, Tito wired
Moscow on Jan. 31, 1943: “Is it
possible that after twenty months
of heroic and almost superhuman
struggle it is impossible to find
the means to aid us?... Ex-
anthematic typhus is spreading in
our ranks and we have no med-
ical supplies; our people are dying
of hunger but they do not com-
plain. These starving people are
giving our fighters their last
mouthful of bread.”

Later during the most trying
momeént of the fifth offensive of
the enemy which followed right
on the heels of the fourth, Tito
wired Moscow on June 12: “Now
we are eating our horses. There
is no bread. Our situation is dif-
ficult and we will not overcome
it without the heaviest sacrifices,
The enemy is making extréme ef-
forts to destroy us but he will
not succeed. We implore you to
assist us in this our most trying
test.,”

Pyade sums up the Yugoslay
experience with Stalinism during
the warf. “In this difficult sitoa-
tion, apart from pretty words and
compliments, we received no aid
at all. But even without aid from
anyone—none came from Moscow
and what we got from the British
then was inadequate—we emerged
victorious from the fifth offen-
sive. And we were strong enough,
when Ttaly capitulated, a capitu-
lation our allies carefully hid from
us until our own intelligence in-
formed us of it, to disarm Italian
divisions quartered in Yugoslavia
and provide arms for hundreds of
thousands of our fighters,

“Without anyone’s aid from
abroad we were conscious at the
time of victory in our country and
at the end of November 1943, we
were able to adopt the historie
decisions of the second ses-
sion of the Anti-Fascist Council
of Yugoslav National Liberation.
(AVNOJ) at Jajce. [This Coun-

Our next issue will carry
reporis of the New York
and Minneapolis memorial
meetings for Oscar Coover
and commemorative arti-
cles by his closest com-
rades and co-workers.

Oscar Coover, Pioneer Member of SWP Dies

(Cont. from page 1)

Theatrical Stage Employees which

mark” with the railroad com-

picket line or going to prison —
whatever the party needed of him,
he did willingly and gladly.

Oscar typified the revolutionary
American worker, bred of the
American  soil, speaking the
American vernacular, steeped in
American traditions, with the
sharp wit and native militaney
characteristic of the best Ameri-
can fighters. He was an advanced
exeniplar of the worker-Bolsheviks
who will one of these days rise
up by the thousands and millions
to storm the citadels of American
capitalism.

A UNION MAN

He was born on Oct. 7, 1887, in
Republic, Missouri. He went to
grammar school and two years of
bigh scheol in Springfield, Mo. At
the age oft 17, he left school and
went to work in a railroad shop,
where he learned the trade of
electrician. He worked on a num-
ber ‘of lines — the St. Louis &
Sgn  Francisco, the Missouri-
Pacifiec, the Chicago and Great
Western — from 1904 until 1924,

He was a union man to the
marrow of his bones. On his
death-bed he showed his paid-up
cards in the International Brother-
lood of Electrical Workers and

he had joined respectively 'in 1906
and 1907. One of his proudest re-
collections was the fraternal aid
he gave the great Mimmeapolis
track drivers' organizing strikes
in 1934 when he participated as
a volunteer picket dispatcher.

From 1916 to 1922 he was an
active organizer of the railroad
workers in the Minneapolis - St.
Paul area to which he had moved
before the war. In 1922, he played
an outstanding role in the famous
Railroad Shopmen’s strike as
secretary of the Chicago & Great
Western, Pullman, Burlington and
Northwestern strike committee in
the Twin Cities.

He had the distinction of being
personally named in the injunc-
tion issued by Attorney-General
Dougherty that finally broke the
strike. -In the strike committee,
Comrade Coover fought for a
policy of mass resistance to the
strikebreakigg injunction, but his
position was defeated by a narrow
margin. The railroad barons never
forgot it. In 1924, they cooked up
a charge against him, fired him
and had him blacklisted forever
from the industry. Thereafter. he
worked at his trade as a stage-
hand and on construction jobs.

Had he wanted to, Comrade

the International Alliance of

panies. He was highly skilled in
his craft and had early risen to
the position of chief electrician
in the Minneapolis yards of the
Chicago and Great Western. But
he consciously chose another path,
a path that led him to unemploy-
ment and hardship — and to the
deep love of his fellow workers
and comrades in.the labor move-
ment.

During his early years he
belonged briefly to the Socialist
Party. But he did not get the
chance to learn the full meaning |¢
of Marxism. He dropped out in
1907. He was a first class union
man, but he still had illusions
about capitalist polities. Shortly
before he died, he told his son,
Oscar, Jr., that one of the few
things he was ashamed of was
that he voted in 1916 for
Woodrow Wilson to “keep us out
of war.”

CONVERTED TO MARXISM

It was around this time he met
Karl Skoglund, who was later to
become the president of famous
Minneapolis Drivers Local 544.
They became lifelong friends. It
was Karl who brought Osear to
Marxian socialism. In 1920, he
joined the Communist Party. It

Coover could have “made his

chose to enter the revolutionary
ntovement in the midst of terrible
persecutions, in the days of the
Palmer Red-raids, when in one
pight more than 5,000 ‘radicals
were arrested. To the day of his
geath, he did not diverge for one
moment from the principles and
program of revolutionary Marx-
ism and Leninism,

Throughout the Twenties he
wag an active, militant member
of the Communist Party, when it
still represented international re-
volutionary principles. He fought
¢lass collaboration and bureau-
cratism in the unions. In 1924,
after 12 years as a delegate to
the Minneapolis Central Labor
Union, he was expelled for his
communist beliefs. He was sub-
sequently reelected to that body
end to the Building Trades Coun-
¢il in 1928.

That year became a great turn-
ing point in his life. For five
years, from 1922 to 1928, he had
bLeen on the District Executive
Committee of the Communist
Party of Minneapolis. But true to
the principles of Leninism, when
the Stalinist degeneration set in,
he joined with Vincent Dunne and
others to demand that Leon
Trotsky be heard in the Third In-
ternational. They were expelled.

was a token of the man that he

Théy formed the first group of

American Trotskyism in
northwest.

At their firgt public meeting in

Stalinists and brutally beaten.

depression, Oscar served
party. From the first, he was ré-

served as treasurer of the Min-

u-undmg until he went to prison
in the Minneapolis Casé in 1944.
He spent the time just before en-

and records so as to turn them

new branch treasurer.
WORKED DAY AND NIGHT

turned to his duties with the
party. In 1945, he managed the
Midwest Workers Camp in ‘Michi-
gan, Then he came to New York
City to take charge of the physical
arrangements of the SWP Na-
tional Headquarters. He Wwas
taken ill while superintending
construction at Mountain Spring
Camp in New Jersey. )

Oscar Coover was a gentleman,

warm-hearted, friendly. He was

February 1929, Oscar €Coover was
attacked by an invading gang of

Through all the years of the
the

cognized as” a person of utmost
integrity and dependability. He

reapolis SWP branch from its

tering prison, checking his books

over in impeccable form to the

After the ordeal of prison,
where he stood the test with
fortitude second to none, he re-

the kind of man who likes to go
ﬁshing with a friend. He often
said he wished he could get more
fishing in. But could never get
around to it. Instead, this bespec-
tacled, lean, sturdy man, with the
twinkle in his eyes and his old
pipe in his teeth, full of gags and
jokes from his stage-hand days,
stuck to his party duties. He
worked day and night.

FIRST TO VOLUNTEER

He was first to visit and cheer
up a sick -comrade, first to
volunteer for an assignment, first
to do a Jimmy Higgins task. He
served in a hundred indispensable
ways and the party recognized
his worth. He was for many years
on the National Committee and
occupied numerous posts of
greatest \rust and responsibility.

Oscar was always a man for
the long pull, when the road got
toughest, the nerves strained and
courage flagged. Then he stood up
with that extra ounce of deter-
mination and encouragement,
cheering up, spurring on others
by his own example. He made the
term Trotskyist a badge of prole-
tarian honor.

Good bye, dear comrade, warm
friend, incorruptible fighter for

cil session consisted of represent-
atives of the People’s Committees
which were the governing organs
in territory liberated by the par-
tisan army.] The AVNOJ was
proclaimed the supreme legisla-
tive and executive body in Yugo-
slavia and a national committee
was constituted as the popular
provisional government of the
country.

“It was only in 1943, Pyade
concludes, “that Anglo-American
aid' became a little more effective
and Russian arms arrived for the
first time only a year later.”

TWO CONCLUSIONS

The full conclusions from
Pyade’s devastating story are of
great historic and immediate in-
terest for the workers’' movement.
Suffice it here to briefly mention
two of them.

1. As in the Moscow Trials of
the Thirties, the Moscow gang is
now attempting to pin its own
crimes on its opponents—in this
case, the Yugoslavs. It was Stdlin
himself who during -the war at-
tempted to sell Yugoslavia out to
western imperialism, It was Stalin
who sought an alliance with the
reactionary King, the corrupt

How Stalin Sabotaged Yugoslav Civil War

emigre government and General
Mikhailoviteh, all of whom to the
full knowledge of the traitor in
the Kremlin were secretly collabo-
rating with Hitler and Mussolini.
It was against Stalin’s resistance
that the imperialists and fascists
were decisively crushed in Yugo-
slavia.

2. The seeds of the 1948 break
between Yugoslavia and the Com-
inform were sown in the civil war
days between 1941 and 1944, For
all of their veneration for the
Soviet Union as the land of Oe-
tober, the revolutionary cadres
had grown suspicious of Stalih,
knowing how he had sabotaged
their revolution. They later per-
ceived that the Cominform attack
in 1948 was a continuation of the
wartime treachery. In Stalin’s
foreign policy, as the Yalta agree-
ment shows, Yugoslavia was ex-
pendable. For Stalin’s needs,
Yugoslavia had to be crushed be-
cause it had taken the revolution-
ary road. And there is the nub
of the question: Stalinism and
revolution are incompatible. The
Yugoslavs are finally understand-
ing this great truth of our time.
And therein lies the great prom-
ise of the Tito insurgency.

Yugoslavia.

ties.
The Stalinist electoral policy

Here is how he put it:

didates. . .

or contests.

sues and other candidates.”

“Lesser Evil” -

the “lesser evil”!

hind this resolution.

body’s control,” said Hall.

before.

CP OFFERS TO SUPPORT
CAPNALIST CANDIDATES

By John F. Petrone

On the international field Stalin keeps on proclaiming the de-
sirability and need for peace and collaboration with Western im-
perialism; simultaneously, he beats the war drums and howls for
the overthrow and extermination of the independent Yugoslav re-
gime. The same policy is followed and executed by his puppets in
the leadership of the Communist
As we reported last week, the recent plenum of the CP National
Commitee decided to drive out of their owp ranks any member
who has the slightest hesitation in accepting the Cominform’s anti-
Yugoslav line, and to diseredit by slander and political blackmail
anyone outside of the CP who dares to defend the independence of
Simultaneously, the plenum extended the hand of
friendship and support to candidates of the corrupt capitalist par-

Party in this country.

for 1950 was elaborated by Gus

Hall, whose speech is reprinted in the May issue of Political Affairs.

“In some areas or contests, the purpose of the rising people’s
movement can best be served by a Progressive Party candidate. In
other contests, it might be advisable to encourage independent can-
Where it is technically possible to utilize them, the
primaries of the two old parties can be considered in some areas
In others, it may be necessary to give critical support
to one or another of the major candidates. In still others, we may
have a situation similar to the last Senatorial campaign in New
York where no support on our part for either of the Senatorial
candidates was given, but the campaign was conducted around is-

What the Stalinists did in that campaign was to call for the
defeat of the Republican Dulles; since the only other candidate was
the Democrat Lehman, their line constituted support of Lehman
in every way but by the formality of endorsement,

With a Vengeance

Another speaker at the plenum, Fred Fine, underlined what Hall
said by adding that “qualified and eritical support” could be given
to “certain major party candidates who will fight to any degree
for peace, and who actively defend the Bill of Rights and labor and
the Negro people.” (Our emphasis.)

In other words, any capitalist candidate can get open or tacit
Stalinist support in 1950 by advocating, say, “the holding of a
meeting between Truman and Stalin,” which William Z. Foster, in a
letter to the plenum, listed as the first of “the most immediate as-
pects” of the CP “fight for peace.,”

And yet the Stalinists have the gall to point their fingers at the
labor bureaucrats and criticize them for fostering illusions about

Hall also expressed the CP leadership’s growing dissatisfaction
with the Progressive Party. This new note of criticism is not due
primarily to the fact that, as Fine put it, “the Progressive Party
does not have a substantial labor base, or great organized strength
among the Negro people” — for those weaknesses in the Progressive
Party have been evident for a long time,

* Hall's complaint was political, and referred specifically to the
recent Progressive convention’s foreign policy resolution stating that
both the U, S. and Soviet Union “have made mistakes” and that
the Progressives are not “apologists for Russia.” The Stalinists at
the convention did not like these formulations but accepted them
in order to stave off an open fight that might have split the party.
So they cracked the whip to swing all their supporters into line be-

Bad Signs for Progressive Party

Now the Stalinist leaders say that they made a mistake at the
Progressive convention. “We all know that there was a very difficult
situation, flowing from some basic weaknesses in our united front
work below, as well as from many factors that were beyond any-
“But in spite of these difficulties — and
we will face many of them in the future — the unanimous vote for
the resolution must be set down as an error.

“We must avoid, and do everything in otir power to make sure,
that we will not be put inte a situation where Communists vote for
resolutions that condemn the Soviet Union. Under all circumstances
we must make it crystal clear that we do not agree with any notions
or ideas which are embodied in ‘the plague on both your houses’
demagogy. Further we must state that the resolution is a serious
setback for the Progressive Party. Further steps in that direction
will lead the Progressive Party to the position of the ‘Third Force’
idea of the European Social Democratic fakers.”

It would be wrong to jump to the conclusion that this statement
automatically signifies an immediate split between the Stalinists and
non-Stalinists in the Progressive Party. While the CP leaders are
serving notice that they will not again put themselves on the spot by
voting for such a resolution, they are not saying that they will
really fight against it either; the door is left open for them to either
abstain on such votes or to make the record against them while
permitting the non-Stalinists to pass them.

Nevertheless, the critical tone of the Stalinists is not going to
improve their relations with those Progressives who feel under a
growing compulsion te assert their independence of the Kremlin.
Internally, things are not well with the Progressive Party, and
the Stalinist criticisms are a sign that they are going to get worse.
In fact, the Stalinists may soon find themselves faced with the
collapse of their third party adventure, and more isokated than ever
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It would be a great mistake to underestimate
the social and political significance of the high
school student strikes and demonstrations in New
York last week. It was an authentic mass move-
ment and upsurge, involving some 40,000 stu-
dents. Although confined to New York, it was
highly dymptomatic of the class tensions and de-
veloping mass radicalization of this country. In
fact, when the definitive social history of Amer-
jcan capitalism in our generation is written, it
may well rank with such previous explosive
events as the Harlem outbreak of 1943 and the
GI demobilization demonstrations of 1945-46.

Why did it happen? The capitalist commenta-
tors are having a hard time finding a satisfac-
tory explanation. The adjectives “extraordinary”
and “unprecedented"” sprinkled through their
press express their mystification; while “unwar-
ranted” and “disgraceful” are the most moderate
words expressing their mortification and concern.
Few people pay serious attention to O’'Dwyer &
Co.’s contentions about “subversive” forces.

The explanation with the widest circulation is
the hookey angle — what kid wouldn’t grab hold
of a good chance to cut school in the spring, ete.?
Without denying that this was a contributing
element, it does not explain very much, however.
For surely there are other and less “socially dis-
approved” methods of playing hookey.

The Social Significance
Of the Student Strike

By George Breitman

To begin with, there is absolutely no reason why
we should not accept the explanations of the stu-
dents themselves: 1. They think their teachers
should have an adequate wage. 2. And more im-
portant to them, they don't want to be deprived
of the extra-curricular activities that were dis-
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continued after the teachers decided not to con- | s

duct them on their own after-school time.

A visitor from Europe expressed bewilderment
to this writer about the second demand. He could
not understand how it could give rise to so tur-
bulent a movement, and wondered if perhaps it
was a ‘‘case of schoolboy idealism.” But anyone
who has gone to public school here during the last
20 or 30 years should not find it so hard to un-
derstand. The after-school athletic activities,
commencement exercises, annual proms, boat
rides, concerts, trips to museums, senior day

dances and so on are and traditionally have been |}

high points in the lives of high school students.

Some of the newspapers printed letters from
students describing themselves as ‘“broken-heart-
ed.” “If you can’t remember when you weré a
high school student, let me remind you that the
things which you may consider trivial mean a
great deal to us,” wrote one girl. “We want a
commencement, a prom and all the other activ-
ities that the last term of high school should
bring.”

Why They Were So Determined

It is important to bear in mind that the parti-
cipants in genuine mass movements cannot al-
ways articulate their desires and grievances fully,
especially at the beginning. Not every Negro who
played an active role in the Harlem events, of
1943 could have explained precisely why, but the
social reason was clear: This was their way of
expressfng resentment against the continuation
of Jim Crow at a time when Negroes were being
drafted on a segregated basis to fight in “a war
for democracy.” It is something like that with
the students too.

Why do they attach so much importance to their
dances and commencement exercises? Because
they feel that for most of them, these are the last
“free” and pleasant days of their lives, that in a
few months they will be graduated and have to
take up the hard and insecure lot of a worker.

They don't suffer from the same illusions as
pre-depression students about the “unlimited op-
portunities” awaiting them after graduation. They
know that it is hard, and getting ever harder, for
young people to find a decent job. They know
that some of them are going to be conscripted,
and that all of them may soon be engulfed in a
new world war that may spell the end of civiliza-
tion. In short, it is an awareness of their social
problems (cven though unexpressed in those
terms), a realization of the uncertainties of post-
graduate life in the era of the H-Bomb, that
strengthens them in the determination not to be

deprived of any of the schoolday pleasures which
they had been banking on and to which they feel
themselves entitled.

O’Dwyer, his school superintendent and Board
of Education president tried to incite the students
against their teachers, to persuade them it was
the teachers’ fault that extra-curricular activities
were curtailed. Isn’t it significant they did not
fall for this? Doesn’t it indicate a high level of
social awareness on their part, flowing from their
understanding (or intuition) that in a short whilg
they too will be wage-earners (or trying to be)
like their teachers? Their protest is a way of
saying: “Before long I will be working for a liv-
ing like these teachers; why shouldn’t they have
decent wages such as I want?” The dog-eat-dog
spirit with which the capitalists try to inoculate
their wage slaves doesn't seem to have infected
these students.

Despite O'Dwyer’s lies, this was a really spon-
taneous movement, That doesn’t mean that it
didn’t have its leaders once it got under way, or
that it wholly lacked organization. But it was
unlike the student strikes of the Thirties in more
ways than one: Those earlier strikes were organ-
ized and led by radicals, around explicitly polit-
ical slogans (against war, etc.); they centered
mainly in the colleges; and while they sometimes
got considerable support from the student body,
they never achieved the breadth and depth of last
week’s high school strike.

The Source of Their Proletarian Methods

Instead of being inspired and led by radicals,
the New York strike was organized around the
schoolroom unit, in some cases around the sports
unit. The recognized leaders in these spheres,
especially in the senior classes, supplied the ini-
tiative and direction. The idea seems to have
originated in the vocational and technical high
schools — that is, among the children of workers
who were being trained to be workers, which
helps to explain a great deal about the character
of the subsequent events.

First they decided to stop the other students
from entering school in the morning and to hold
demonstrations in the front of the schools. Word
of this spread to other schools, and the same hap-
pened there. In one school the principal address-
ed the demonstrators, informing them that he did
not have the power to settle their grievances and
urging them to sign some petitions, mail them to
the mayor and return to class.

But some of the student leaders, showing a
wisdom about petitions that many adults lack,
suggested it might be better to march or ride
down to City Hall and tell the mayor in person
what was bothering them. Within a day their ex-
ample was being followed all over the city. The
treatment they received at City Hall shocked and
exasperated them so much that they kept trying
it over and over until the end of the week.

The most revealing thing about their protest,

‘however, was that the students resorted to tradi-
tionally proletarian methods for carrying it out:
student strikes; picket lines to keep the student
body together and outside before school. began;
mass meetings, speeches, resolutions and peti-
tions; parades, marches and central demonstra-
tions at City Hall and Foley Square; slogan shout-
ing and chanting; placards, often painted with
lipstick; audacious and defiant behavior in the
face of police brutality; an attempted sit-down
on the steps of City Hall. And when the cops
mauled them around, some did not hesitate to use
defensive measures against the cops — hurling
books, apples, oranges, and so on.

Capitalist war and depression, and. the class
struggles induced and sharpened by them, have
wrought a wondrous transformation in the think-
ing, habits and consciousness of the American
working class during the last decade and a half.
James P. Cannon brilliantly described, analyzed
and explained this change in his speech to the
1946 convention of the Socialist Workers Party
(printed in the pamphlet, The Coming American
Revolution, Pioneer Publishers). As compared
with workers in other countries, the American
workers are still politically backward, lacking a
political party of their own; but in union con-
sciousness, in union loyalty, in militancy when it
comes to defending their own living standards,
no one surpasses them anywhere.

A Sign of Continuing Mass Radicalization

The mass struggles of the Thirties made a deep
and lasting impression on other sections of the

population. The militancy and working class
methods of these struggles were reproduced in
the March-On-Washington Movement of 1941, the
GI demonstrations of 1945-46, the telephone
strike of 1947, involving sections of the white-
collar workers who used to be regarded as “mid-
dle class” and dismissed as “unorganizable.” They
also represented living proof that the process of
mass radicalization was taking place beneath the
surface.

And now in the New York student strike we
have the latest evidence that that process, pre-
paring the way for the abolition of capitalism, is
still making headway despite the sweep of reac-
tion that has served to somewhat obscure the
over-all development for the last three or four
years.

There was good reason, therefore, for the con-
cern expressed by the capitalist authorities and
papers. For in one swift stroke the strike reveal-
ed how deeply rooted is the discontent which
capitalist rule is generating, even at the pinnacle
of its “prosperity,” and the rebelliousness which
important sections of the population are capable
of displaying. That this spirit should manifest
itself among the youth is indeed an ill omen for
the capitalists. For if they can’t deceive teen-
agers and keep them in line at home, how ean

they possibly have success in their schemes to
dominate the whole world?

The labor leaders have reason to be perturbed
too. For it was manifestly their duty to come to
the aid of the underpaid teachers; they did not
do so because of their subservience to the capi-
talist politician O’Dwyer, whom they apologized
for, lied about and helped to elect just last year.
The action of the students exposed and under-
scored how miserably and abjectly the labor lead-
ers had failed in their duty; the contrast between
the schoolchildren and the labor “statesmen” will
certainly not be lost on all the rank and file
members of the unions.

Revolutionary socialists alone are neither mys-
tified, frightened nor repelled by the implica-
tions of the student strike. On the contrary, we
welcome the mass action of the students, hail it
and defend it against all its enemies and tra-
ducers. For it is only by mass action, extended
to the political field and based on a sound political
program, that the American working class and its
allies among the rest of the population will be
able to solve their problems and fulfill their
aspirations. For us the student strike is added
proof that the capitalist system is constantly re-
plenishing the supply of those who will dig its
grave, Let us hasten the day by intensifying
our efforts to introduce to the younger gencra-
tion the socialist program which will bring con-
fidence, direction and success to their efforts.

THE COMING

to prospective future developments.
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION

By James P. Cannon

This pamphlet deals in detail with the great transforma-
tion of the American working class since the Thirties. It says,
and explains why, “In the study and analysis of this great
transformation, rather than in vapid ruminations over the
‘backwardness’ of the American workers, one can find the key
It is must reading for
every participant and student of the socialist movement.

New York 3, N. Y.

More Married Than
Single Women Workers

According  to statisties  dis-
closed by Roy Reel, dircctor of
the Commerce Department's
Bureau of the Census, there has
heen a marked shift in the rela-
between of
mawrried and single women in the
lubor force sinee the beginning of
World War II.

There are today 8,700,000 mar-
ried women working as against
5,700,000 single women. This con-

stitutes a drastic reversal of the

[ ion the number

10 cents

pre-war pattern,

A mounted policeman rides

New York Street Scene

HE MILITANT

into a crowd of New York high
school students as they demonstrate outside City Hall for teachers'
wage raises that will permit resumption of extra-curricular stu-
dent activities. An estimated 40,000 students participated in ral-
lies despite the brutal pushing around they got from the police.

church previously promised
engaged last week in a mass dem-
onstration the like of which has
not been seen here for many
years.

One of the largest civil rights
rallies in Detroit’s history, it was
called only four hours earlier by
leaflet, and reflected the growing
indignation against the Wayne
administration’s . denial "of ele-
mentary democratie rights to po-
litical speakers.

DEFY OFFICIALS

Milling around the Student Cen-
ter, the Science Building and
structures in the campus vicinity,
leaning out of windows, standing
on rooftops, on university prop-
erty, on sidewalks and tying up
traffic in the streets—the stu-
dents defied the school officials
and voiced their right to hear
speakers of their own choice.

So large an assembly could not
be easily dispersed by the police
or the “Gas House Gang” — the
fascist-minded school hoodlum-

Unions Take Ads
In Jim Kutcher
Souvenir Booklet

NEW YORK—The New York
chapter of the Kutcher Civil
Rights Committee reports that
close to $1,000 has been contrib-
uted by labor organizations and
individual supporters for space in
the Kutcher Souvenir Journal
which will be published in con-
nection with the Benefit Dance
and Entertainment to be held on
June 16.

James Kutcher, who. lost both
legs in the recent war, has filed
suit in Washington to compel his
reinstatement to the VA job he
held until he was discharged as
“subversive” for holding member-
ship in the Socialist Workers
Party.

A number of important AFL
unions have recently joined the
long list of labor organizations to
aid in forwarding the work of the
Kutcher Committee. Last week
the committee received a $100
contribution from the office of
David Dubinsky, President of
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union,

In addition, the New York
Joint Board of the ILGWU has
informed the committee of their
endorsement and their decision to
make a contribution of $100 for
legal expenses.

The United Hebrew Trades,
also affiliated with the AFL, has
gone on record in support of
Kutcher's fight for reinstatement.

HOW TO HELP

The New York chapter intends
to concentrate in this next pe-
riod On raising its quota in the
fund drive for court expenses.
With six weeks to go before the
Benefit Dance, the commitiee
hopes to double the amount of
contributions to the Souvenir
Journal.

Those who wish to help should
get in touch with the Kutcher
Civil Rights Committee, 19 West
10th St.,, New York City.

THOUSANDS IN PROTEST
AT WAYNE UNIVERSITY

DETROIT, April 30 — Denied the use of Wayne Uni-
versity for a meeting, and refused at the last minute a

, several thousand students
)

athletes, They could only stand by
and watch as the meeting took
place on the rear lawn of the main
Detroit library directly across the
street from the main school build-
ings.

In addition to dealing a blow in
defense of civil rights, this stu-
dent demonstration also served to
deal a damaging blow to the false
and hypocritical policies of the
Stalinist party.

When Dr. Herbert Phillips, who
was fired last year as a “com-
munist” from the University of
Washington, was asked, “Do you
believe in defending the civil
rights of the first victims of the
Smith Gag Act, the leaders of the
Socalist Workers Party 7”—he re-
plied that he did not.

When further asked if this was
not the same position as that
taken by Dr. Henry of Wayne who
had denied Phillips the right to
talk on the campus, the speaker
said: “I agree with President
Henry in denying rights to those
who are inimical to the interests
of the university. But the Com-
munist Party is not in that cat-
egory.”

HIS ONLY OBJECTION

Thus Phillips said in effect
that he would §oin with Henry to
deny any civil rights to political
opponents whom they mutually
disliked. His only objection was to
be on the receiving-end! A pretty
accurate presentation of the CP’s
position on civil rights, even
though the Stalinist leaders them-
selves hesitate to put it so crassly
as did Phillips.

Considerable interest has heen
aroused in many of the key po-
litical issues, A debate on campus
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they had already learned that the
acts of the government have a
direct effect on their own lives
and conditions. They knew that the
O’Dwyer administration’s refusal
to grant decent wages to the
teachers was the reason why the
students’ cherished extra-curric-
ular social, athletic and cultural
activities had been curtailed.

. Having been taught in school
that this is a democracy in which
people have the right and duty
to present their grievances, they
decided to put into practice some
of the principles they had heard
praised by their teachers. When
they set out to do this, however,
they were given some new les-
sons in the nature of the capital-
ist state.

NATURE OF THE STATE

They had been told that the
state is an impartial body dis-
pensing justice in the interests
of the people as a whole. But
when this doctrine was put to a
test, it didn't work out as ex-
pected. Instead, they were given
convineing proof that the state,
as revolutionary “socialists have
pointed out since Marx, is the
executive committee of the ruling
class, having at its disposal a
body of armed men who carry out
the orders of the ruling minority

Attempting to exercise the Bill
of Rights—the rights of assem-
bly, free speech and petition—
they were confronted with cops
who pughed them around, mauled
them, spurred their horses at
them, drove them off the streets,
barred them from the subways,
sprayed them with water, cursed
them and generally treated them
as if they were law-breakers and
criminals,

ROLE OF “THE LAW”

On the first day of the demon-
strations, the students were
friendly to the cops, believing
them to be guardians of the law.
In addition to demands for wage
raises for the teachers, they
shouted: “And for the police too!”
But' when the cops got orders to
get tough the next day, the stu-
dents had their eyes opened wide
and painfully.

So they changed their slogans
accordingly. “They’re ‘the finest’
—that money can buy!” they
jeered, reflecting the realization
that so many striking workers
have had on the picket line—that

A Student Who Was
“Awfully Timid and Tiny”

According to his mother, Roose-
velt Lewis, 17-year old Brooklyn
student at George Westinghouse
Vocational High School, decided
to go to a movie during the stu-
dent strike. “But he’s awfully
timid and tiny,” his mother ex-
plained. “He was called a sissy
because he didn't want to go
along to City Hall with the other
boys. So he went.” It'was Roose-
velt Lewis who was charged by
Lhe police with overturning a se-
dan in Foley Square during the
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N.Y. Students Got
A Real Education

New York high school students were given a real education last week. It was a
short course but an ‘intensive and unforgettable one that will undoubtedly better equip
them for the realities of post-graduate Jife than anything provided in the regular classes.

“the law” is not impartial and
that it never hesitates to violate
its own statutes in the interests of
the powers-that-be.

From their own experience, the
students were shown that their
democratic rights are not auto-
matically recognized and pre-
served merely because the Bill
of Rights is kept “on the books,”
to use the phrase employed by
Truman the night before the de-
monstrations began. As countless
workers, Negroes and victims of
the current witch-hunt have
learned the hard way, it was de-
monstrated to them that vigilant,
constant and militant action by
the people themselves is needed
to enforce the freedoms proclaim-
ed in the Bill of Rights.

LEBSON ON REDBAITING

Also provided for the education
of the students was a test-tube
lesson in the nature, aims and
mechanics of that widely used
political technique for combatting
popular causes—redbaiting. In-
stead of meeting with the stu-
dents and receiving their peti-
tions, ’Dwyer not only bar-
ricaded City Hall and his home
with’ cops but issued a demand
for a probe to uncover the “sub-
versives” who had allegedly
“fomented” the demonstrations.

It was a pure case of the police
mind at work. He just couldn’t
believe that the students have
enough intelligence and initiative
to act on their own in a matter
that intimately concerns them.
The idea that he himself was the
chief “fomenter”—by denying ad-
equate wages for the teachers and
refusing to meet the students—
this probably never occurred to
the Democratic machine politician
in City Hall.

At any rate, he quickly seized
on redbaiting as the best cover
for himself and the most expe-
dient means for diverting atten-
tion from the real issues, (In this
respect, of course, he was only

White House, Congress and State
Department, whe do the same
thing on a national and global
scale.)

The next time many of these
youth read or hear about people
or organizations that are labeled
and condemned as “subversive,”
they are going to think it over
at least twice and will take care
not to jump to conclusions. For
they were given an unmistakable
dose of the same poison, and will
be able to figure out its reaction-
ary purpose and consequences,

POLITICS AND PRESS

These were only a few of the
lessons that the students could
draw from last week’s events.
There were many others:

They were able to get a glimpse
of the corrupt and double-dealing
nature of capitalist polities, which
many of them will remember in
postgraduate life.

The articles in the press about
their protest illustrated the bias
and hostility .of most of the

civil rights is being arranged.

student demonstrations.

imitating his colleagues in the’

Redbaited as
Well as Mauled

O’Dwyer wasn’t the only one
who tried to smear the student
strike by redbaiting, Superintend-
ent of Schools Jansen, for exam-
ple, got hysterical over a leaflet
pledging solidarity with the strik-
ing students that was issued by
the Internationalist Socialist
Youth (youth branch of the So-
cialist Workers Party). Jansen
waved it wildly as “evidence” of
the “Subversive” character of the
strike.

A high judicial official also
threw in his two cents of smear.
Speaking against the ‘“shameful
disorders,” Federal Judge John
Clark Knox said, “It is disheart-
ening to think of the joy that the
photographs of yesterday’s riots
will bring to the inmates of the
Kremlin.” And it wasn’t the may-
or's arrogance or the cops’ brutal-
ity in pushing school-children
around that he was speaking
against—but the teen-age targets
of that arrogance and brutality.

struggles, and should teach them
to guard against belfeving some-
thing merely “beeause it is in the
papers.”

Their demonstration did not
force O'Dwyer Lo increase his in-
sulting wage “offer” at this time,
but it will andoubtedly prove to
have a decisive effect on the con=
tinuation of the teachers’ wage
fight; and as this fact sinks in;
they will be confirmed in their
instinctive understanding that
mass action is the most effective
method for voicing and publiciz-
ing grievances.

And finally, the fact that the
demonstration was disapproyed
and even condemned by the “of-
ficial” student organizations will
surely convince many militant
students not that their own action
was wrong but that they need new
leaders and new organizations
that will truly express their needs
and interests.

SET SPLENDID EXAMPLE

Toward the end of the demon-
strations, the N. Y. Post editorial-
ly expressed regret that the whole
affair had “scarred a lot of young
minds.” At bottom, this was a
regret that it had exposed a lot
of lies about the true nature of
capitalist democracy which both
liberal and reactionary defenders
of the capitalist system strive
to perpetuate.

In our opinion, it would be a
good thing if a lot more people
were “scarred” in the same way
and if more people—especially
adults — would conduct them-
selves with the same courage, in«
dependence and militancy - that
were exhibited by the New York
boys and girls who went into bat-
tle for a righteous cause, armed
only with schoolbooks, lunches and
an ardent, instinctive belief in
the necessity and possibility of

newspapers toward progressive

achieving justice.

FII. ]

(Continued from page 1)
supporting posts resting in the
slime of the noisome Pasig River.
Great slum areas cover the dis-
trict of Tondo, Ermita, Binondo,
Malate and Singalong. Here you
encounter unpaved streets devoid
of sidewalks, with open ditches
and stagnant pools serving for
sewage disposal, Houses are
flimsy, dilapidated shacks, most-
ly without electric light, much
less indoor plumbing. Flies buzz
in black hordes, carrying sickness
and death. When it rains, the
streets become veritable quag-
mires. Over everything hangs a
nauseating miasma.

That’s Manila as I saw it on
the eve of the Pacific war. And
that’s how it is today, according
to recent horrific exposes in the
Philippine press. Yes, American
imperialism did a great job in
Manila. It made life much more
comfortable for its own agents
and its Filipino stooges and part-
ners and was so proud of the job
that it even christened the city
“Pear] of the Orient.”

There are only two other cities of
any size, Cebu on the Island of the
same name and Iloilo on the island
of Panay. Here conditions are as
bad as in Manila. And except for
slight touches of modernism add-

-=- Still

look as they did more than half
a century ago when the Spanish
exploiters sat on their shaded
verandas and counted over the’
shekels, brought In by the planta-
tion crops.

VILLAGE CONDITIONS

These are the cities, But go out
Lo the bayrios (villages) and you
will encounter in more widespread
fashion the blight of imperialism
and landlordism. Barrio homes are
just \aggregations of miserable
nipa hutg huddled around a plaza.
Narrow unpaved alleyways pass
for streets. There's no modern
sanitary system. Kerosene lamps
and the arching tropical moon
furnish the only illumination by
night. Filth and stink everywhere.
Disease. Lack of doectors and
nurses. High infant mortality
rate. Short life expectancy., Poor
or non-existent educational facil-
ities. High rate of illiteracy. Dis-
mal, blighting poverty.

In recent years things have
grown worse, if worse they could
be. War with its destruction and
chaos disrupted the already weak
fabric of the economy and, deep-
ened the miseries of the people.
Today all the elements of acute
economic and social ecrisis are
present. Falling exports to con-

Colonial Slaves

chronic deficit in foreign trade
and a consequent drain of foreign
currency reserves which are now
down te the danger point. This
has undermined the peso.

If not for the fact that the peso
is firmly peggéd to the U.S. dol-
lar, a runaway inflation similar
to that seen in China in the last
days of the Kuomintang regime
would long since have set in. Los-
ing confidence in the peso, the
people early this year started
hoarding silver, Subsidiary coin-
age virtually disappeared from
circulation and brought on a pa-
ralysis of retail trade.

FIERCE REPRESSION

With the growth and deepening
of poverty the government tax
collections, on the federal, pro-
vincial and barrio levels, have
dropped catastrophically. While
government officials, high and
JJow, graft and thieve, and cor-
ruption has burst into public
scandal, thousands" of school
teachers go unpaid. Wallowing in
a4 sea of misery, the exploiters,
native and foreign, live their ac-
customed lives of comfort and
luxury.
With discontent blazing into
civil war, the government knows
only repression. Police stage noc-

shops in Manila in search of silver
hoarders. Uniformed gangsters
descend on the barrios to drag de-
faulting taxpayers to jail. “Sub-
versives” are hunted down. And
in case the Quirino clique should
prove unable to handle the situa-
tion, the U.S. Army is kept lurk-
ing in the background.

Between the Filipino people and
vietory in their fight for long-
overdue social change, there
stands but one effective force—
American imperialism. The Fili-
pino ruling class and its govern-
ment are but a tiny clique with
no real forces of their own, If not
for the weapons flowing from U.S.
arsenals to the colonial puppets
in Manila, the people would quick-
ly vanquish the hated hacienderos,
overthrow the Quirino govern-
ment and take the destiny of the
Philippines into their own hands.

N. Y. YOUTH MEETING
Hear
JAMES KUTCHER
Legless War Veteran
Present his case for Civil
Rights
130 West 23rd Street
THURSDAY, MAY 11 -8 P.M.
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