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Public Protests

Mounting Against

FBI Lawbreaking

By George Breitman

The FBI's violations of
chev case are so flagrant and

the law in the Coplon-Gubit-
shocking that a former Cabi-

net member has called for the gbolition of the FBI, a former

high povernment official  has
asked for congressional in-
vestigation, a U, S. Senator has
announced that he is considering
an nquiry by the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and the U, S. Attorney
(zeneral has found it necessary to
explain publicly that he has “re-
viewed” the situation but does
not ntend to do anything about
it.

Ax Iast week’s Militant report-
ed in detail, the pre-trial hearing
in "New York on the Coplon-
Gubitchev case has revealed three
scandalous practices by the FBI,
all of them in violation of specific
previsions in the law: 1. Wire-
tapping. 2. Usc of Jeads obtained
through wiretapping as< evidence
introduced by the government al
the first Coplon trial in Wash-
ington last spring. 3. Periury by
FBI agenls who swore at that
trial that they had “no Kknowl
edge” of wiretapping in the
Coplon case although some of
them have since admitted that
they not only knew about it bul
helped to get it and used it,

Woen the evidence about these
erimes began to pile up in the
New  York court where Judge
Sylvester Ryan had permitted
defense counsel to ask questions
about them, it was revealed that
the KBI had not only planted :
microphone in Miss Coplon’s of-

HAROLD L. ICKES

jce and tapped her wire before
wer uarrest, but that its agents
had oven listened in on her con-
versations with her lawyer after
arrest,

This violation of the “privileg-
ed’ celationship between lawyer
and el ent so oulraged Harold L.
I kav, former Secretary of the
Tatervior, that he wrote an article
in the New Republic calling on
the American people “to abolish
[the FRT if nothing short of that
will keep it within proper bounds."”
(See article below.)

Jamesx Lawrence Fly, ex-chair-
man of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and an official
of the American Civil Liberties
Union, sent the Washington Post
a letter saying that the Justice
Depariment was flouting the laws
it was supposed to enforce by
indulging in wiretapping. This
practice, he charged, was clearly
vonirary to the intent of the Fed-
eral Communications Ac¢t and a
arave threat
iies. He urged
investigation.

A few duays earlier Senator Wil-
Fam Langer (R, N.D.)said that
1 2 member of the Senate
Tndiciary Committee he was @iv-
ing thought to the request he had
weccived for an investigation of
FBI wiretapping by that com-
mittee.

The view of the Nberal press
was expressed in an editorial in
|*he Jan. 6 N. Y. Post, which

a congressional

3 F:a:ncd: “We cannot imagine a

more loathsome weapon of Jaw-
nforcement than eavesdropping
on the dialogue of lawyer and
| lefondunt — whoever they may
H¢, whatever the alleged crime.”
It ovotes J. Edgar Hoover's
i Aynaoeritical remark in the George
Washington University bulletn
that, “The well-trained police of-
Aeer, schooled in the demoeratic
tradition, respecls the civil r ghts
of the accused and observes the
rules of fair play and decency.”
The Post hopes this arficle will
be made “compulsory reading at
the FBI” and wishes *J, Edgar
(Continued on page 3)

ICKES URGES AMERICGAN
PEOPLE TO ABOLISH FBI

“If the FBI so disregards legal propriety — to say

nothing of common decency

— as to tap telephone wires

in order to hear what a lawyer and a client may say to

ench other, then it is time for a
free people who never have and,
it inay be hoped, never will,
tolerate a secret police, to abolish
the *BI if nothing short of that
will keep it within proper bounds,”
writes ex - Sceretary of the In-
terior Harold L. Ickes in the Jun,
9 New Republic.

Teres expresses great shoek to
learn that FBI agents tapped
phone conversations belween
Judith Coplon and her lawyer,
Archibald Palmer: “This was 1
treacherous and cowardly blow st
the lberties we hold so dear.
Neither Hitler, nor Mussolini, nor
Franco, nor the Soviet Politburo,
has ever sunk Jower.

“The relationship between
client and lawyer is highly privi-
leged,” he continues. “Only the
confessional is more sacred. .
The FBI has no more right to
intercept a conversalion belween
a lawyer and his client, like a
snweak thief, than it would have

to hide a dictograph in a con-
fessional. Such debased bchavior
is even worse than the third

degree in which policemen some-
times indulge to force the ad-
mission of a crime.”

Tuking note of the defense
coun=el's charge that the FBI
had 81 agents on her trial and of
the government’s veply that il
had “only™ 40, Ickes observes:
“Foven if the lower figure is cor-
rect, it will be seen that, quite
aside from the ethics and morals
involved, it has cost the tax-
pavers a pretty penny to pay for
the I'BI's cynical breach of the
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—d
faw  ond  disregard of
conzept of human decency.”
LEven the FBI's “proud record”
at wang-busting, he declares,
“cannut serve as justification of
the Bureau’s ‘Peeping Tomism’
and door-crack listening in order
to pick up envious or malicious
gossip 1o be used against gov-
ernment  employees and  othere

avery

who are denied their constitu-
tional right to defend them-
selves, Nor will it excuse the

offenses that have been brought
to light in the Coplon case.”

“DANGEROUS IMMUNITY”
“Tn the cireumstances,” he con-
cluddes, “it is proper to recall that
whercas every other police of-
fic.ul of high or low degree is
responsible to someone else, the
alone seems to have
dangerous  immunity  from re-
sponsibility  fo  some  higher
anthority. Even the President
must account to the people for
pis acla every four years — and
in between times to Congress.
“Ng pgroup, especially one set
up with the sanction of law,
should be allowed to operate as
a4 Mafia. It is undemocratic and
dangerous for one man, whoever

-~

as J. Edgar Hoover has arrogated
to Limself. . . The federal law
forbids wiretapping, yet on Feb. 2.
1945, Mr. Hoover, in effect said
that the FBI is above the law.
The late Justice Oliver Wendell

ty business.’
dirtier.”

to American liber-,

he may he, fo have such powers|

Holmes called wiretapping ‘a dir-
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Japanese CP
Rejects Kremlin

Order for Purge

Revolt against the arbitrary domination of the Krem-
lin which flared in Yugoslavia twenty months ago has now
spread to the Far East where the Japanese Communist

directives for a purge of its
ieadership and- has instead ex-
pelied one of the leaders who
publicly backed the Cominform.
The chief target of Cominform
attack is the Japanese CP leader
Sanzo Nosaka. The charges
againsi him allege that he is a
“deceiver of the Japanese peo-
ple” who maintains that Japan
“eon attain Socialism under the
occupation rule” of the U. 8.

Nosaka is also denounced for
claiming that he has achieved

“the naturalization of Marxism-
l.erinism on Japanese soil.” Other
unnamed Japanese leaders are
coupled in these attacks with
Nosaka.

The Cominform charges have
receved the backing of the Mos-
cow Pravda, Stalin’s personal
Russian daily, which has denounc-
od Nosaka as “‘anti-democratic,”
“anti-socialistic,” and “anti-Jap-
anese,” These charges and attacks
are reminiscent of the tone of the
Cominform's original denuncia-
tions of the Yugoslav CP leader-
ship.

Nosaka is said to have issued
no public reply as yet to the
altncks against him, amounting
fv vrders for his immediate purge.
Instead he has acted to purge
Cominform supporters.
According to an Associated
Press dispatch from Tokyo, Jan.
10, this counter-purge has struck
Ko Nakanishi, a veteran Japanese
Stalinjst, who is a member of the

Party has flouted the Com.nforn: ¥

Nukanishi reportedly sided with
the Cominform immediately upon
the publication of its attack on
Nosaka. “The Cominform ecritic-
ism of our party this time is fully
warranted,” he declared, adding
that this “criticism” offered the
Japanese CP “the best chance
strengthen itself” and to effect
un “over-all change in the Com-
mu..:st front.”

He was expelled by the decision
of the party’s control Commission
for “disruption.” There has been
no official comment by the Jap:

anese  CP on  the Cominform
atiacks
Nosaka'’s name has been fre-

quently linked in the press with
thul of Mao Tse-tung, leader of
the Chinese Stalinists who is now
in Moscow negotiating a treaty
of “amity and friendship.” Dur-
ing the war Nosaka was with

contral base of the peasant guer-
rilla arm’es who later crushed
Chiang Kai-shek.

If the press reports are cor-
recel, the Japanese leaders headed
by Nosaka have by their actions
brohen irrevocably with the
Kremlin and will presently be
altacked much in the same way

as have hcen the Yugoslav
dissidents. At all events, the
developments in Japan cannof

fail to greatly intensify the in-

Japanese Parliament.

ternational crisis of Stalinism
tonched off by the Yugoeslay
rebellion.

Mzo Tse-tung in North China, the'

Bitter Campaign
Expected in New
British Elections

The new elections in Britair
have heen officially fixed for Feh
23. The Labor Party leaders have
apparently decided that they can
net afford to wait any longer

This leaves approximately six
weeks for a  campaign tha
vromises to be more bitterly

fourht and demagogic (on bhotk
sides) than the previous election,
five vears ago, which swept the
Laboritea into power.

From the standpoint of pro-
egram there is far less difference
between the opposing sides thar
anpears from the highly colore”
dispatches carried in the Amer-
ican press. The Tory program
proposes to introduce no changes
in the reforms already instituted
it simply claims that Tories fan
redlize and run the “welfare
staw” more effic’ently and
cheavly than the¢ Laborites and
proposes to halt further na-
lionalizations.

Their chief weapon in the cam-
valgn will be sacrifices and suf-
ferings ‘mposed on the masses
under the Laborites to preserve
bankrupt British capitalism and
the watural resentment and dis-
coiitent among the workers.

The coal miners have flatly
rejecied the government wage-
freeze in the face of rising liv-
ing costs resulting from the
recent devaluation of the pound
The engineers. railwaymen and
electrical workers are other big
unions expected to take
similar stand. This mass dis-
content is even more serious for
the Luborites to combat than are
their Tory opponents.

The odds still favor a return
of the Laborites to office but by
uarrower margin than
time.
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COSTS UNDER

listed under “land and water

A total of $64-million is

BUDGET HIDES MANY WAR

You need persistence and a sharp eye to find the innumer-
able hidden war costs buried under misleading titles in Tru-
man’s budget. The listing of atomic-bomb development (817-
million) under “natural resources,” subtitle "“atomic energy,”
is but one example, and the easiest to trace.

There’s another sizeable item, under *“‘transportation and
commerce,” that strictly speaking should be listed under war
preparations. That’s “promotion of the merchant marine” —
which means federal subsidization of the shipping interests
to the tune of $222-million. As Truman explained it, “Our na-
tional security requires an efficient nucleus of merchant ship-
ping and shipbuilding adequate to permit such expansion as
may be required by a future emergency” — meaning war.

You'll find $5663-million for the Army Corps of Engineers

the Department of the Navy under “mineral resources,”

and expansion of roads, railroads and communications in Alas-
ka, which is just across {from Siberia. And there’s a small item
of $4-million, listed under “general government,” for the ad-
ministration of the Pacific island possessions like Guam and
American Samoa, which are nothing but military bases.

Also under “general government” are such costs of past
wars as “‘cemeterial program (Army and American Battle
Monuments Commission)” — $21-million; and for the selection
of an Unknown Soldier of World War II and entombing him in
Arlington National Cemetery — $1-million.

OTHER TITLES

resources” and $20-million for

allocated for the improvement

Federation of Labor over the
shameful’ conduct of ts officers,
Secretary William Finegan and
President Jack Burns, who had
condemned the Transit Union and
‘ts  officers  for striking and
had supported the strikebreaking

taciics  of Democratic Mayor
Burks.
The CFL leaders wanted to

cover up for strikebreaker Burke,
whom they hope to run against
Senator Taft. That is the reason
for their traitorous actions. They
have not gone unchallenged, how-
ever, Other segments of
Cleveland labor movement rallied
to the defense of the Transit
Union.

The day after the end of the
strike the Cleveland CIO Council
meeting officially announced soli-
darity with the transit workers
and denounced the use of the in-
junciion to break the str'ke, The
Cl0)y  resolution said in part:
“I'hose who say that public em-
ployees can not have the right to
strike are advocating a form of
slavery, .."" It likewise condemned

By Joseph Keller
Prabing for a vital spot in the
mine owners' solid front, the coal
miners on Jan. 9 began striking
@t Lhe “captive” pits of the major
stecl companies which have been
the wain hold-outs in the seven-Y
month battle of the United Mine
Workers for a new and improved
contract,

In spite of their magnificent
solidarity and wmilitancy, the
miners have so far failed to make
any significant breach in the
operiators’ line. They are now con-
cenlrating pressure on the steel
companies, which are operating
‘:IL clore to capacity, in the hope
thev can force a settlement be-

now fuee a two-pronged threat
of court action — a federal in-
junc¢tion and  ruinous damage
zuits.

Last week all sections of (he
industry joined with the South-
ern operators in petitioning Tru-
man's National Labor Relations
Board to invoke a Taft-Hartley
mijunction to halt the miners’
three.day week and to forbid ac-
tion -— including strike — that
the NLRB says is intended
enforce “unfair labor practces.”
AL this writing, the NLRB
“studyving™ the issue.

I'RESSURE MOUNTING

I'vom all sections of Congress.
including his own supporters 1'ke
Demoeratic majority leader Sen-

o
'

i~

fore their depleted vesources
veach exhaustion.
The long struggle appears

headed for a showdown. The mine
owners, hacked by the whole
capitalist class and government,
are plainly seeking (o impose 2

' on the coal

|erushing defeat
miners,
Since the first of the year, the

hecn mounting in intensity. They

ator Scott Lucas and Senator A
|‘.\'illis Robertson of Virginia,
pressure is being brought to bear
on Truman to intervene against
‘the muners, He can do this under
cover of his hand-picked NLRB
fand avoid the direct presidential
,action required in invoking the

Today it is even oficnsive against the miners has|*national emergency” clause of

the T-H Law.

Mcanwhile, ecight large Ohio
coul companies have brought suit
against the UMW for $8,000,000
“double damages” under an old
state law forbidding any group
or association from “nterfering”
with the production of any com-
modity. This law was originally
designed to halt price - fixing,

preduct’ont  quotas  and  other
monopoly practices of the cor-
porations.

The "Hate-Lewis" mob has

scented blood. They are evidently
convinced the time is ripe to
break the UMW as an effective
fighting union. Washington cor-

respondent Louis Stark points
out in the Jan. 8 N. Y. Times

that federal officials and mine
aperators are hopefully recalling
the 1927 struggle, when the
deciine in the coal industry and
the [atlure of Lewis’ strategy (o
crack the companies’ front re-
sulted in a terrible defeat from
which the UMW did not recover
for almost a decade.

Today the entire Big Bus'ness
clags has a greater incentive than
ever to smash the miners. The

Coal Miners Need Aid of All Labor

corporations have never wmadc
their peace with the mighty in-
daswriz]l un’on movement that has
grown up in the past 15 years
They recall that it was Lewis and
the tainers who were the greatest
source of strength to the early
CiO. And today the miners are
tha most aggressive union in the
country.

MINERS PIONEERED

Time and again in the past
decade the miners have pioneered
far-reaching demands, Jike com-
pany-financed pensions, which
kave inspired the struggles of
atlier sections of labor. T'me and
again their militant methods have
won gains that have spurred ihe
rest of labor to action. Above
all, the miners have relied on
their own strength rather than or
the government for their gains.

The employing class knows that
il it can smash the miners it will
have cleared the main road-
bleck fo a direct offensive against
the other industrial unions, whose
leaders are weak, yielding and

(Continued on page 4)
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STRIKEBREAKING STIRS
FIGHT IN CLEVELAND AFL

(;LEVELAND, Jan. 9 — Repercussions of the recent
transit strike are still being felt in labor and political cir-
cles here. A sharp fight has developed

_ in the Cleveland
i Mayor Burke for his threatened
use of str.kebreakers.

(1O DISCUSSION

During the CIO meeting's
discussion, one delegate remarked
it was fortunate that Burke re-
vealed himself before they sup-
poried him for Senator. The role
of the PAC in its support of
Democratic politicians was dis-
cussed at some length. Several
delegates pointed to this strike
ns proof of the need for a Labor
Party.

The next day Cleveland AFL
Secretary Finegan attacked the
CIO for supporting the transit
sirike  “without knowing the
facts.” At the Federation rhect-
ing thé follow'ng week, Finegan
in a 45-minute speech, alibied hi
strikebreaking actions and launch
ed a bitter personal attack agains
Thomas Meaney, leader of thr
4200-membeyr local of the AFT

Amalgamated  Assoc’ation of
Street, Electric Railway and
Mctor Coach Employees, thr

union that had been on strike.

It was difficult at times to tel’
whetner Finegan was 2a labor
lewder or a torch-bearer for the
mayor. He slandered strik-s
leader Meaney as a man whe
couldn’t keep his word, bu!
claimed scab-herder Mavor Burke
had always been a “friend of
lubor” and obviously alwave
would be. Finegan summed up hic
own actions in one whininz sen-
tence: “1 have to live with th~
Burke administration.” We have
come to exvect opportun’sm from
the labor bureaucrats, but rarely
has crass opvortunism been se
openly flaunted.

DEBATE IN AFL

Menney answered Finegan and
assked the delegates to take 1o
action until they had heard thr
Transit Union’s side. He excori-
ated the Mayor and defended the
union, pointing out that h's anior
way  democratic as  well
autonomous. After Meaney spoke
supporters for both points of
view took the floor and engaged
in a heated discussion for three
hours, What followed after that
confused all the delegates and
disernsted many.

The minutes of the Board
Busness Agents were read. These
includged a recommendation o

a8

of

(Continuea on page 2)

Truman Asks
More for War
In New Budget

Human Needs
Sacrificed to
Militarism

By Art Preis

More than seven times as
much for direct war prepara-
tions as for social welfare,
health and security — that's what
Truman's “Fair Deal” program
adds up to in cold dollars, aegord-
ing to his proposed federal budget
for the next fiscal year.

Direct military expenditures,
“oold war” foreign aid and the
atom bomb total $19,173,000,000
(that's billions) — or about 47%
of the whole budget of $42,438,«
757,406. Social welfare, health
and security get only 6% — or
$2,713,000,000.

Truman's promised military
“economy" turns out to be an in-
crease for the army, navy and air
force. These will get $13,544,000,-
000, or $397-million more than in
this year's budget. Development
of bigger and better atom bombs
— listed under the non-military
item, “natural resources not pri-
marily agriculture® — will cost
the American people $817 million
next year compared to $673 mil-
lion this year.

FOREIGN ARMS

Only the item “international af-
fairs and finances” shows a re-
duction, from $5,964,000,000 to
$4,711,000,000. This is mainly a
proposed cut in spending for “in-
ternational recovery and relief.”
But “foreign military assistance”
— arms for war against the So-

viet Union and to slaughter re-
bellious workers and colonial peo-
ples — gets an increase from
$36b-million to $645-million.

Added to the cost of preparing
for future war is the cost of the
past war. This includes veterans
benefits and interest on the na-
tional debt. Aid to veterans will
be slashed $874-million, to $6,+
079,000,000. The capitalists will
collect $5,625,000,000 in interest
on blood-money. lent the govern-
ment, which, Truman’s budget
message explains, “represents
predominantly the cost of financ-
ing the last war.”

Here and there in the budget
report you can find minute in-
creases proposed for social bene-
fits or for new social legislation.
Most of the new measures are
confidently expected by Truman
not to be passed by Congress
anyway.

SOCIAL APPROPRIATIONS

Thus, he proposes $250-million
for operation of a health insur-
ance fund, $323-million more for
housing and $312-million for
school aid. All three together are
about equal to what will be spent
on atom-bomb development — be-
sides which there is little pros-
pect that the Democratic-control-
led Congress will approve them.
A proposed increased expenditure
of $1,200,000,000 for old-age pen-
sions will be no gift — it will
come out of a further increase in
payroll taxes.

War, past and planned, will cost
the American people 30-billion
dollars, “or about 71 per cent of
the total budget,” Truman admits,
And he stresses that this monu-
mental burden of imperialist mili-
tarism and war will not abate in
the foresceable future,

“Specifically, the largest item
in the budget, national defense
expenditures, is expected to ap-
proximate the 1951 level in the
next few years,” Truman eme
phasized. This is the real per-
spective of Truman’s “Fair Deal,”
not his glib forecast that average
income will rise $1,000 per year
by 1955.



Page Twe

THE MILITANT

Monday, January 16, 1950

Atomic Energy and
Capitalist Society

The wnnouncement by President
Truman that an atomic explosion
had taken place in the USSR sel
ito motion a veritable chain
reaction of conjectures, hased on
both reality and fancy. It rever-
berated on frayed nerves in the
Pentagon. The feud of brass hats
and. pold braids over global mili-
tary strategy grew more tense,

Armchair stralegists began
painting horrid pictures of V-2
Rockets, with ranges of thou-
sands of miles, propelled by
atomic power and carrying atom
bombs in the heuads, equipped
with proximity fuses and ac-
curate enough o hit a city of
106,000, coming aver the Polar
Qea: where less radar detect'on
and fever ships, or buases, are
capable of intervening. Night-
marich conjectures appeared of
such unheard of things as deadly
radioactive ray barrages. Dr. Leo
Szilard, an atomic scientist, ac-
tually suggested as a possibility
a mnew poison gas, made of
neutrons, that might kill 2 hnmar
being within a radins of one
kilometer.

Prior to this announcement the
most zealous adherents of the
eult of air power, disciples of
Douhet, Mitchell and Seversky.
had projected the idea of a thirty
day bliiz on Russia. It was all 1o
be very simple. Seventy major
Russiun  cities were carmarked
for atomic destruction; this would
resuil in shattering of civilian
morale and paralysis of the
economy, it would be a quick and
Aasicivs  khock -out war. The
Uhnited States was in sole posses-
sion of the bomb, zealously
guarding its ‘“‘secret.”

SITUATION CHANGES

Now such tempers are some-
what cooled off. It is assumed
thaf Russia also has the bomb.
Reporis now describe her large
flect of jet fighters, with long
range jet bombers going into
mass production. Generally it is
now conceded that what (the
United States can do to Russia
in atomic warfare, Russia can do
to the United States.

Assuredly it would be fatal {o
harbor the slightest doubts that
theé Kremlin oligarchy will be just
as ruthless as the American im-
perialists.

Speculations on the advantages
of a head start in bomb manu-
facture, size of stockpile, or
available natural raw matenrials,
do not bring great comfort to
militory planners. Tt is known
that there are rich uranium
deposits in the Central Asiatic
provinces of Russia. Moreover,
there have also been reports that
Soviet scientists have pursued
their studies in the dirvection of
two “atomic mixtures for the
manufacture of bombs, These are:
uranium 235 plus platonium,
which is the American bomb
material, and thorium, which can
also be transmuted into fission-
able material,

Enormous reserves of thorium
are said to have been discovered

By Arne Swabeck

master's degree.

The writer of these articles wishes to acknowledge the
collaboration of Comrade Roy Brown, whose assistance in the
presentation of the strictly scientific data has proved invalu-
able. Roy Brown is an industrial chemist who has attained
his bachelor’s degree and is mow continuing research for his

spurs ol the
The same re-
ports affirm that the USSR
possesses  the most important
horium reserves in the world.

NO LETUP ON ARMS

So, American military strateg-
ists seem to be giving renewed
attention to the old maxim that
wars are lost or won by armies,
But there is no let-up in prepara-
fions tor atomic warfare. Advice
for the defense against atom
hombs is given out freely by the
National Sécurity' Resources
Board. For business, relocation
of factories is recommended —
For safety of property in
smaller communities of less than
50,000 population. For the in-
dividuul citizen six feet of earth
is described as adequate protec-
tion. But how? Could ' this
possibly have reference to the
gravevard?

Although American scientists
ipredicted a relatively early arrival
of the Russian atom bomb, it
came at least several years sooner
than  official public propaganda
had led people to expeet; ap-
narently, the world is now headed
for on atomic arms race. The
atomie explosion in Russia attests
at the same time to the high
degroe of Soviet technological
development.

A couple of examples of what
is required for the production of
atomic fission material will suf-

fice to illustrate this.

THE NEW ATOMIC AGE
When the Manhattan Engineer-
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on the
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ing District, as it was named,
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GREETINGS

To the Civil Rights Mobilization
Delegates

We hope you enjoy this copy of The Militant and find it
both informative and thought-provoking.
sider the most important current events in the light of the
long-range interests of the working people of all races, colors
The struggle for full equality is, in our
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way of living that can assure a world of peace, plenty and
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have no connection with the purge regime of Washington or
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sent native American socialism in the great fighting tradition
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ter whom it hurts or whom it offends If vou are interested in
analyses that probe behind the surface of events, if you want
to know the real score in politics, economies, foreign affairs
and all the dynamic social struggles of our time, you will find
The Militant worth many times its modest cost.

Start your subseription now. Clip out the coupon and mail
it in today. Send only $1 for a six months subsecription or $2
for a full year to The Militant, 116 University Place, New

Our aim is to con-

establishing socialism, a new

come from working people who
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took cver 59,000 acres in Ten-
aessee Lo build the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, erected at
4 vost of 8500 million, one of the
jrreatest technological projects of
all time got under way. The cen-
tral part of this huge plant,
erected for the diffusion’ process
of separating uranium 285 from
the slightly heavier uranium 238,
was called K-25. ‘A partial deserip-
tion of this plani, was given in
Fortune magazine as follows:

“Heart of K-26 is a .gigantic
U-shaped building, each wing
about 400 feet wide and half a
mile long. Inside, uranium hexa-
fluoride, a gas, is pumped a
distance of some eleven miles
through thousands of porous bar-
riers, each perforatéd by’ billlons
of holes smaller than two-mil-
lionths of an inch. Gas molecules
containing U-235 move slghtly
faster than molecules containing
heavier U-238 and thus find their
way through the barriers slightly
more easily. Acres of barriers
were mass produced by Houdaille-
Hershey Corp., thousands of
novel pumps, some whirling at
velocities above the speed of
sound, were built by Allis-Chalm-
ers, over 100,000 contrdl instru-
ments were provided by Taylor
Inetrument Companies to make
the prodigious operation go.”

The second largest atomie
fiss'on material plant, the- Han-
ford Works, in the state of Wash-
ington, was erected at a cost of
$350 millions. It was the first
nuclear chemical factory in the
world. Within this plant, in im-
mensely large “ovens,” w'th
walls three feet thick, atomic
“fires” are built as part of the
process of transmuting U-238
into  plutonium. This is called
the atomic pile.

The nature and the purpose of
these atomie ‘“‘fires” will be
described later. Suffice it to say
here that these “firés” can gen-
erate a2 heat intensity of hitherto
unthinkable proportions, having
a potontial heat intepsity of mil-
lions of degrees.

Such are the descriptions of
but a part of the gigdntic tech-
nological and engineering develop-
ments inaugurated by the atoriie
age. These examples are taken,
of course from the most in-
dustrially advanced nation in the
world. However the atomie. ex-
plosion in the Soviet Union would
indigate a technological develop-
ment, for this particular pur-
nose, certainly approaching what
has been described above. Once
again this brings home an im-
portant lesson to the working
class

VERIFICATION IN USSR °
During the 32 vears of existence
of the Soviet Republic, starting
ouf with an extremely backward
economy, industrialization hag un-
auestionably made great strides.
Comparatively, taking into ac-
count this backward basis as well
as lhe relatively brief time
element, these strides overshadow
developments of a similar char-
acter in nations of ecanitalic
“free enterprise.” Certainly this
hrings a historic verification of
the superiority of nationalized
aconomy, of planned economy
The verification comes in spite of
the strangulating influence of the
totalitarian rule of a degenerated
bureaucracy.
Rugsia’s obtaining the atom
bomb has brought a greater
sense of awareness of the faef
hat mankind has indeed entered
the atomic age. The disturbing
and agitating idea of the titanie
and tem'fying power locked
within the atom has penetrated
more and more deeply into the
consciousness of the masses
everywhere,
Its discovery and further dev-
elonment pose questions directly

affecting the fate of mankind
The alternative of barbarism or
sne'alism becomes more definite
and more conerete.

In order to avoreciate fullv the
fataful implications of this alter-
native we must attempt to under-
stand all that the layman is
nermitted to know about thir
terrifying atomic power that wae
first demonstrated in the ex-
plogion at Hiroshima and is now
heard as an echo out of the
Soviet Union. We must attempt
especinlly to understand the
meaning of the atomic age in its
present-day social context.

|The second article in this
series will appear next weck.]

Unemployment Victim

youngest child need hospital care.
money, he has offered one of his eyes for sale. Here he poses
with his family, waiting for a customer.

o

George Fisher of San Francisco is out of work. His wife and

Unable to raise the needed

s that Stalin and the Kremlin
gang  represerit socialism, the,
sceond is that the rulers of Amer-
ica represent democracy. We must
nail these two lies and spread
the troth.”

Dunine ‘spoke here in the course
of a two-day stop in Youngstown
as part of his current national

tour. Earlier in the day he
presented a similar speech on
“Laber and Civil Rights” Lo a

smailer gathering of steelworkers

who were prevented by their
working shift from attending
this evening's meeting. Both

meetings were held in the Social-
ist Workers Party hall.

RADIO INTERVIEW

During the afternoon, V. R.
Dunne was interviewed by the
Program Divector of radio station
WBBW. In response to questions,
Coinrades Dunne outlned the
fundamental causes of the past
werld  war, the war now in
preparation: and the attacks
against civil liberties. He labelled

Dunne Flays Witch-Hunters
At Meetings in Youngstown

YOUNGSTOWN, Jan, 7 —
big lies of modern times,” Vincent R. Dunne told a gather-
ing of steelworkers and others here tonight. “The first lie

“We must nail the two

tho American imperialist bloc,
and denounced American capital
ism  {or initiating atomic war-
fare.

Pulling no punches, Comrade
Punne  pave frank vreplies to
questions about the Soviet Union.
e spoke of the inestimable
superiority  of the productive
systein set up in Russia by the
revolution of 1917, but he at-
tacrked the destruction of work-
vry’ liberties in the Soviet Union
by the Stalinist clique and the
departure by this clique from the
proegram of Marxism,

Schedule of Dunne’s
Tour on Civil Rights

[y;m — Jan. 17,

Worcester — Jan. 18.

New Britain — Jan, 19,

New llaven — Jan. 20.
New York — Jan. 21.
Philadelphia — Jan. 27-28.
New York — Feb. 3.

the United Nations as a tool of

(Cont. fromt page 1)

suspend Meaney as -a- delegate to
the Federation: until he gave a
satisfactory explanation of his
acitons as a .strike Jeader. A
motion to accept the minutes was
made and seconded. The question
was then raised: Did approving
the minutes mean, accepting the
recommendation? Burns, chair-
man, ruled yes. A. I. Davey, vice-
president of the Cleveland Federa-
tion and editor of the Cleveland
Citizen, Federation weekly paper.
denied this, stating that the
recommendation would have to be
votrd on separately.

It seemed at that point a8
though Burns changed his opinion
and ugreed. The wminules were
uneeepted and discussion began on
suspens.on. Davey took issue with
the method of discipline, claiming
it didn't conform to Federation
laws which called for the filing of
churges and a hearing, Numerous
other delegates, including Louis
Friond, secretary of the ILGWU
Joint Council, agreed on this
voint. Finegan’s backers inter-
pretea the issue as one of sup-
poriing or rejecting the policies
of the CFL officers.

A motion was then made to
suspend Meaney for ninety days.
It wag resoundingly defeated.
Finegan rose and shouted “Thanks
for the slap in the puss.” The
meeting then adjourned. It was
the longest in many years and

the first time in six years that

STRIKEBREAKING ACTION STIRS
CONFLICT IN CLEVELAND AFL

ary recommendation of the Board
of 'Business Agenis had bheen
challenged.

WHAT STRIKE ACHIEVED

The newspapers, the next day
reported that Burns had ruled
that Meaney was suspended.
‘What will develop now is dif-
ficult to predict. It is to be hoped
that the Transit Workers in their
just fiable anger against the CFL
leaders take no rash steps by
breaking from the CFL. To do so
at this time would be to admit
defeat and desert their sup-
porters inside the TFederation.
These supporters, with the Transit
Union, have challenged the
deaden’ng influence of the bureau-
cracy. This could mark the begin-
ning of a new period of militancy
in the Federation in Cleveland
In the CIO too, the transit strike
has awakened a new fighthg
spirit, If they accomplished noth-
ing clse, the transit workers are
owed a vote of thanks for this.

But they did accomplish more
In addition to gaining part of
their demands, they shook the
Transit Board, challenged the
autocracy of the management.
The newspapers have quoted the
Transit Board as admitting th-
labor relations were bad and ef-
forts would be made to improve
these conditions. The union should
not count too heavily on this, how-
ever. Its continued militancy ir
its only guarantee of good work-
ing conditions.

RECEP

struggle for civil rights.
Also:

A stirring psychological filin,

New York

in honor of
VINCENT R. DUNNE

Meet this well-known labor leader in his first public ap-
pearance in New York on a nation-wide lecture tour on the

The Eternal Mask

Saturday, January 21 - Admission 60c¢

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
Food and refreshments after movie

TION

Starting promptly at 9 PM

A Letter from Australia

On the Recent Elections

SYDNEY, Dec. 13 — All the shouting is over now. The

few years,
the Australian worker; who hung
on to the Labor Party, will
suffer too. Actually the problem

of w.nning. clections here is that

of  winning »the petty-bourgeois,
wha sways between the camps of
the capitalists and workers, If
he earnot find a solution for his
problems under the leadership of
the workers, he will look for it
in the'camp of Big Business. It
is true that in his present frame
of mind he is scared of “socializa-
tion” but Lhis is only due to the
fact' that he has not. scen any
genliine soeialization at work "and
ideniifies it with regimentation,
shottages and high_taxation which

‘ave in reality concomitants of a

decaying capitalist system.

The fundamental reason for
the defeat of the Chifley go(crn-
ment was ils futile attepapt to
make capitalism work. The only
alternative to capitalist anarchy
which now threatens the woild
with a new terrible depression or
with wtomic destruction in a new
world slaughter is 2 socialist
society of peace and plenty based
upon a planned economy.

It was not with this objective
in mind that the Labor ¢overn-
ment originally took office. The
saying that “Mr. Menzies is the
hest asset of the Labor Party”
vas not just a joke but a sad
reality, for Labor was put into
office primarily because the peo-
vle were fed up with the Tory
administration.

WHY LABOR PARTY LOST

‘While the Labor government
intraduced some progressive
legislation, the extent of its

Ysocialization” was strietly con-
fized to the limitations of capital-
ism. Thus the proposed bank
nalionalization was not consider-
ed a step towards a soecialist eco-
nomy but a measure necessary to
pad the effects of a coming
“recession.” Any iniprovements
of the conditions of the wveople
had also to be compatible with
the maintenance of the capitalist
system. On one hand the govern-
ment ran up against the active
opposition of the very class whose
system it was trying to preserve
and who defeated it merely by
using the Constitution against it.
On the other hand the government
was [orced to deal ruthlessly with
its stuunchest supporters, as was
exemplified by its strikebreaking
action in the mining dispute.

The continuous rebuffs given
by Big Bus‘ness to Labor (Air-
ways, Bank-Nationalization, Free
Medicine, Petrol) and the apathy
and disappointment of the rank
and file due to actions like the
use of troops in breaking a strike
— in direct violation of Labor's
platform — created the atmos-
pliere in which the parties of Big
Susiness could launch their scarve
campa'gn about ‘*socialism,” a
campaign the exorbitant cost of
which was fully repaid by its
SUCCRSS.

To what extent the new govern-
ment which is run  diveetly by
the capitalists and their im-
nmediate agents will try to curry
favor with the people by eranting
child - endowment for the first
child, reducing taxation, etc.,
remains to be seen. The Chifley
guvernment had accumulated =
certain reserve for the lean days
to come. The “liberals” may draw
on this reserve to maintain their
popularity, but they will not
ex¢ape the reckoning when the
lean days do come, It also remains
to be seen how strong the con-
fI'ets within the capitalist camp
are. Most of Labor's propagand«
was to the effect that it could
govern, in contradistinetion to
the leading parties of Big Busi-
ness.

IMMEDIATE TASKS

One thing is clear, however,
and that is that the accession of
the ecapitalist parties to office has
given the green light for an all-
out offensive of the employers
“to put the workers back into
thair place.” The immediate task
is to fight against intensified ex-
ploitation  (speed -up and  ex-
tension of working hours): to
maintain the standard of living
in conditions of continuing in-
flation; to resist the repressive
mieasnres planned by the gov-
ernment aga‘nst workers' organ-
izations; to resist interference in
trade union affairs and the in-
stitution of thought-control.

The vietory of the Liberals
while constituting a set-back for
Labor is certainly not a disaster.
It will not hold up the course of
history but finally accelerate it,
The masses will learn aga’n by
their own  experience of the
“blessings” of the direct rule of
Big DBusiness and will become
receptive to the message of Social-
ism. One day the Lberals will
find, that they no longer enjoy
tie confidence of the people. Who
is poing to replace them?

. Australian petty-bourgeois has given his vote to the par-
. ties of Big Business. He will regret this within the next
but in the meantime ¥ —————

Given a condition of )'(']-'Ill\'('

social stability the see-saw game
between Labor and the Tories

may contnue indefinitely. But
social stability is not safeguarded
by decaying capitalism. The
bozses will find that while they
could no longer afford the luxary
of letting  Labor governments
prop up their moribund system,
the ontmoded Tory machine will
be eampletely inadequate to cope
with the situation; and if by that
time there is no genuine sociulist
party to lead the people towards
a »ocenstrugtion of society, then
fascism will make its bid.

NEED TO PREPARE NOW

Now is the time to rally all
sceialist foreces. Within the Aus-
tralian Labor Party differentia-
tion is bound to occur in spite of

defent, While
forees wll press for
tion of the sogalist objective,
aany rank  and  filers will  be
stimnilated by the set-back into
doing some solid thinking. Those
who only recently advocated pov-
ernment  interference in  trade
umion affairs will think twice be-
are propounding this again, Many
2 bwreaverat divested from the
rosponsibilities of office will {eel
the urge to turn militant.

A concerted offort must be
madde Lo defend the socialist ob-
Jeetive against all attempts to
smasenlate it, Tt must be linked
up with day-to-day demands of
the masses, All those who have
been Tooled by the capitalist seare
propeganda will become aware of
the brutal truth about “free en-
toprise” by their own bitler ex-
They will turn to Ro-
the only solution
Socialists must

vight-wing
a repudia-

some

nerience,

cialism as 0

their problems.

fhe apathy which follows a

prepare now,

The Fate of
Tan Malaka

‘i fate of Tan Mulaka, re-
volutionary leader of the In-
donosian masses, remains shroud
ed n mystery. A recent bulleth
by the Republic of Indonesia of
fice. in New York repeats the
veport that he was murdered by
Republiean forees last April 1€
— just two days after the resump
tion of the Sukarno-Tlatta negoti-
ations with the Dutch imperialists
— spparently as part of the price
demanded by the imperialists fo
a settlement in Indonesia,

But there have also been dis
patches from Indonesia since las!
April mentioning Tan Malaka s
a living political figure, aclive
and in opposition to the present
government. To clarify the situa-
tion, the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Poarty of Holland (Trotskyist)
addressed  several inquiries to
Prewmier Hatta and the Indonesian
delegation at the Hague, remind-
ing them of the RCP's incessant
activity for Indonesian indepen-
dence and requesting the courtesy
of a reply.

On Oct. 16 Dr. Darmasetiawan
finally answered “in the name of
Minmster-President M. Hatta.” We
cite the * following astonishing
excerpt from this letter, printed
iti *he Nov. 5 De Tribune:

Yo, . T acknowledge with sur-
prise your deep interest in ihe
alleeed death of Tan Malaka, a
person who is currently d.sfavored
by the Soviet Union and held to
be a renegade. . . As I understand
that your sympathies are ex-
tendvd toward the Soviet Union
and this individual is designated
as a deviationist, T must ask you
in all seriousness how you ex-
pect to answer for that. Move
especially my attention is drawn
to the question of what retaliatory
measnres the Soviet Union would
take against you were your very
strange attitude on this matter
to become known.”

The above excerpt alone is suf-
ficient to indicate not only the
amazing ignorance of the new
statrsmen of Indonesia but some-
thing far more important, name-
1y, their intention to wuse the
dastardly repression apainst Tan
Malaka and his revolutionary co-
fichters as a bargaining point,

not only with the Dutch colonial
interests and their overlords in
Wall Street, but also with Stalin's

GP,

It is still not clear if Tan
Malaka was murdered. But the
whole episode casts sufficient

light on
or Sukarno-Hatta’s police methods
for all those forces who have
supported Indonesia's fight for
independence in the past to raise
their voices and demand a full
and anambiguous explanation on
this zcore from the new govern-
ment of the United States of In-
donesia.

Greek Centrists in
Marshall Plan Camp

A national conference was held

in Athens on Oct. 16 and 17 by
an organization known as the
BRONX
Hear
John G. Wright

on
CHINA AND THE ORIENT

Will Titoism take root among
the Chinese Communists? Will
Wall St. fight World War III
over the Far East?
Thur., Jan. 19, 8:30 PM
Hunts Point Palace (Rm. 25)
953 Southern Blvd., Bronx

World Events

By Paul G. Stevens

the eriminal character |§

This organiza-
a short time

Archio-Marxists.
tion helonged for
to the international Trotskyist
movement, in 1934 joining the
Londor Bureau. that catch -all
outfit which served as a half-way
station for all kinds of centrist
ayganizations who found it im-
poss hle to maintain their revolu-
tienary character and broke with
Trotzkyism on the ground that it
was ton “seefarian”™ in its ap-
proach to the masses. Kven after
the war, with the London Bureau
defunct, the Archio-Marxists have
mainia‘ned c¢lose fraternal rela-
tions with such of its vegetating
remuants uas the British ILP and
the Spanish POUM, the newly-
found friends of the Shacht-
nanites in this country.

All of the old centrist organ-
izations  have degenerated con-
siderahly and moved to the right,
But it appears that the Archio-
Marxists are moving with far
greater speed than the others,
The Greek centrists on  this
oeeasion came  out  for the
Murshall Plan and even went so
far as to send congratulations to
the “National Army” of the
Athens Government on its “vie-
torics” against the “bandits” —
that is, the Greek guerrilla fieht-
Crs,

The POUM organ La Batalla
of Nov. 30 publishes a com-
munique on this conference sent
by the Archio- Marxist leader
Witte, dressed up so as to give
the impression that this organ-
ization is fiehting against the
present  regime in Greece and
agrainet Ameriean imperialism.

Does La Batalla know that this
conference was legal, that s,
authorized by the Athens Gov-
crnment, which imposes complete
illegaiity not only upon the Stal-
‘nigts but also upen the Trotsky-
ists? Is the TPOUM aware that
this conference sent congratula-
tions to the army of the Greek
Rovalist assassins on its victories

agzinst the guerrillas? Is it
aware that the Arch’o- Marxist

organization has shamefully be-
trayed its one-time revolutionary
bamer under the cloak of be-
coming a “neco-socidlist” tendency
in Greece “fighting under the
conditions of legality,” that it
really serves as o left cover for
the bloody Athens butchers?

An answer from the POUM
would be interesting, and so would
a comment from their friends and
supporters,
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mercial cosmopolitanism,

s

TROTSKY

“The elimination of competition by monopoly marks the be-
ginning of the disintegration of capitalist society. Competi-
tion was the creative mamspring of capitalism and the his-
torical justification of the capitalist. By the same token the
climination of competition marks the transformation of stock-
holders into social parasites. Competition had to have certain
liberties, a liberal atmosphere, a regime of demoeracy, of com-
Monopoly needs as authoritative a
government as possible, taviff walls, “its own" sources of raw
materials and arenas of marvketing (colonies). The last word
in the disintegration of monopolistic capital is Fascism.”

— Leon Trotsky, Marxism in the United States, 1939.

Don’t Rely on the Courts

An important victory for civil liberties
was won when the New Jersey Suprenie
Court on Jan. 10 declared the Mehorter-
Tumulty “loyalty” oath law unconstitu-
tional. This law, passed in 1949, required
candidates for public office within the
state to swear that they do not believe,
advoeate or advise the violent overthrow
of the government nor belong to any or-
ganization so believing, advocating or ad-
vising.

Credit must go to James Imbrie, Pro-
gressive Party candidate for governor
last November, and 29 other PP candi-
dates, for taking the initiative in chal-
lenging the law and carrying an appeal
against it to the highest state court. The
appeal was backed by numerous organ-
izations and the court’s decision was a re-
sponse to popular hostility to “loyalty”
oaths and other forms of thought-con-
trol.

However, Imbrie subsequently did the
cause of civil rights a distinet disservice
when he hailed the state court’s ruling as
“g great victory for constitutional gov-
ernment’” which “shows the folly of the
all ‘too frequent attacks by the far-left
against our judiciary.”

This can only spread the dangerous il-
lugion that the courts are dependable
guardians of the rights of the people and
that we can rely on them to halt encroach-
ments on civil rights.

We have only to examine the record of
the courts to see that for every instance
where an isolated court or judge renders
a'decision favorable to the people's rights,
there are a hundred cases where the
courts have trampled upon and nullified
them. Within the last few weeks, the
U. S. Supreme Court itself has shown

how little the judiciary can be relied on
to safeguard civil rights — and on the
very issue ‘of “loyalty” oaths. By a shy-
ster resort to technicalities, it refused to
review a key test case involving the “loy.
alty” oath law for public employees in
Los Angeles County, At the-same time, it
also ducked a review of the appeal by
two CIO unions against the non-“com-
munist” oath of the infamous Taft-Hart-
ley Act.

The true nature of the U. S. gupreme
Court was glaringly revealed by its twe
vindietive rulings that upheld anti-strike
injunctions and huge fines for “con-
tempt” against the United Mine Workers.
And we recall, in connection with the re-
cent frame-up trial and convietion of 11
Stalinist leaders under the Smith “Gag”
Act, that the U. S. Supreme Cout three:
times refused to review the constitution-
ality of that act in the simildr csdse of the
18 Trotskyists who were railroaded to
prison in 1944.

The courts as an institution funection
to uphold the interests of the ruling class,
that is, the capitalist class. They are poli-
tical and reflect the views and aims of
those in power. And, generally speaking,
they lean to the most conservative and
even reactionary polities.

The real safeguard of the people’s
rights is the organized power and action
of the people themselves. It was their
mass pressure, their opposition and pro-
test that at bottom determined the rul-
ing of the New Jersey court on the “loy-
alty” oath law. Imbrie should know that,
inasmuch as the action of his own organ-
ization and other groups was responsihle
for victory in this instance.

The ""Welfare City”

New York is the richest city in the
richest country in the world. It is also
controlled lock-stock-and-barrel by the
loudest proponents of the “welfare state,”
the Truman Democrats. Its mayor. Wil-
liam O’Dwyer, is an ardent “Fair Dealer.”
So are 23 of its 25 city ‘councilmen. All
its department heads and administrative
officials are beholden to O'Dwyer for
their jobs.

Here, vou might say, we have the pre-
requisites, if not for a “welfare state,”
then for a large-scale model of it — what
you might call a “Welfare City.”

This “Welfare City” has some 320,000
neédy people on relief who have been
réceiving an average of $40.68 — per
month — to enjoy the blessings of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Last
month O’Dwyer’s Commissioner of Wel-
fare, Raymond M. Hilliard, announced
that “falling prices” allow these blessings
to be secured at bargain rates and that
relief allowances would be cut an aver-
age of from $2 to $6 per month starting
Jan. 16, 1950,

The Trials

The bureaucracy’s drive to totalitarian-
ize the CIO is speeding ahead with the
trials now going on against unions under
Stalinist control. Through these trials,
the Murray machine tries to preserve a
legal fiction of democratic processes. But
even the mechanics of the tiials smell
of the kangaroo court. The members of
the trial committees are hand-picked lieu-
tenants of Murray and leaders of the
drive to kick out the “communists.”

But even if all the forms of democracy
were preserved in the process of expul-
sions, the bases for the expulsions are
thoroughly anti-democratic. These are the
constitutional amendments, pushed thru
the last CIO convention, which place poli-
tical qualifications on membership rights
and give the top leadership unprecedent-
ed power to throw out whole unions if
their members or leaders do not conform
to the political dictates of the Murrays
and Reuthers.

There is not an iota of difference be-
tween the principles of the “loyalty”

purge and thought-control in the CIO
and the witch-hunt against “subversives”
being waged by Truman, the FBI and the

in the

This wasn’t the “Welfare City” the lo-
cal CIO and ‘AFL leaders had envisaged
and so, two months after they had joined
in urging the re-election of that dyed-in-
the-wool “welfare-stater,” O’'Dwyer, they
rejoined in a loud protest against his ad-
ministration’s cuts in welfare.

O’Dwyer — who since his re-election
has considerably improved his own wel-
fare with a $15,000 raise in salary —
didn’t halt the relief cuts. In the face
of protests of labor organizations repre-
senting a million workers, Hilliard has re-
plied that the relief slash is going through
per schedule,

The labor leaders blame the “failures”
of the “welfare state” in Washington on
the Republicans and the Dixiecrats. They
can't do so in the case of New York City.
A good Republican can’t get even a floor-
sweeper’s job in City Hall. And the local
Dixiecrats faded out with the Civil War.
So if you want to see what Truman’s
“Welfare State” will be like, look at a fair

sample — O’Dwyer’s “Welfare City.”

CiO

House Un-American Activities Commit-
tee. Indeed, they both flow from the same
source,

The purge of government employees,
the spread of “loyalty” oath laws, the spy
trials based on illegal wiretapping and
perjured testimony, the conviction of the
Communist Party leaders under the un-
constitutional Smith Act — these are all
part of the government’s drive to silence
critics and opponents of its “cold war”
foreign policy. )

It is in support of this same foreign
policy that the CIO leaders are expelling
the Stalinists — and laying the basis to
victimize anyone else who dares to dis-
agree with Murray and his faction on this
or any other matter. Editor Allan L.
Swimm, in the Deec. 19, 1949, CIO News,
states candidly: “Don’t get the idea that
the ‘cold war’ is being fought by the gen-
erals and diplomats alone. A small but
important part of it is being fought in
the union halls of America.”

The Stalinists in the CIO are not being
tried by the membership for their real
crimes against labor; they are being
court-martialled by the CIO brass hats
as part of the “cold war.”

Paye Three

By John G. Wright

The universal spirit of optimism
which now pervades the entire
business  community found. as
was to be expected, its most ex-
aggerated expression in the eco-
nomic section of President Tru-
man’s annual “state of the union”

message.
Without a single dissenting
vhice, the economic, forecasters:

‘government 'and civillan allke, sce
notliing but *smooth sailing for
the first six 'months of 1950, with
many holding their fingers cross-
ed about the developments in the
second half of the year. But the
ceneral expectation is that the
vear as a whole will approximate
thes levels of 1949 without any
realitrouble in store. ]

Truman, . expressed confidence
not -mefely for 1950 but for the
next five years, predicting an “ex-
‘panding ecohomy” which will, ke
is. suie, within. 5 years lift this
ertimiry fo a gross output of
$300:billibn a year, raise the pur-
chagitig pawer of each family by
$1,600, - with all the rosy tints
that sveh a prospect implies. All
this is, of course, an indispensable
part of the “Fair Deal” demagogy.

REGAIN HALF OF LOSSES

However, the- general business
optimism, unlike the' pretenses
carly. last year, is - this time
grounded in‘something more than
mere wishful thinking.

Inithe first pldce; there is the
faet that in the second part of
last vear, thé economy recovered
from' the tailspin' into which it
appeared earlier to be heading.
By. the year’s end, production was
up 9% compared with the: lows
set in July, or had recovered ap-
proximately half of its losses,
They had expected the -classic
pattern of a bust and were
naturally more than relieved that
it turned out to-be — for 1919]
— only a “moderate recession®

The o strongest sector of {he
cconomy, the auto industry, in-
stoad of glutting the market, had
its banner year, attaining the
peak production of 6,200,000
vehicies. This acted to bolster up
the «agging metals, lifting them,
specally steel, from the doldrums.
There was, in addition, a pick-
up o the badly hit light in-
dust ies, in the first instance
textiles and leather, and thiz
could not fal to add to {he
growmg spirit of optimism.

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

The current year will see the
distribution of approximately 9
billlon dollars in GI insurance
benefits, For the next six months
tne domestic market will have
Injecled into it an average of
half a billion dollars a month.
No one knows how much of this
maney has been already spent
or will go to pay debts previously
contracted. But on the whole, it
is quite a shot in the arm,

In addition, government spend-
Img will continue on virtually the
same scale as before, with an-
other huge deficit piling up.

ehict government spending  at
a rate of 5 to 6 billion dollars
anmally e indeed 2 strong in-
flationary dose — a highly arti-
licia]l stimulant for the economy
but a temporary one nonctheless.

ANl these factors aré new in
ihe situation and must be taken
into account. The situation is not
al all the same as it was six
wonths ago. N is foolish (o
pretend as do the hacks of the
Dai'y Worker that the depression
or crisis is already here, and that
we are merely passing through a
winor and meaningless fluetua-
tion. On the other hand, it is
inst as false to pretend, as do
Truman and the capitalists gen-
er&]ly. that the postwar “read-
jusiment” is definitely over and
that a long period of stabiliza-
tion lies ahead.

STILL, TRANSITIONAL
The cconomy is still in its
sransitional phases. Last year

marked the first head-on collision
of the hugely expanded produc-
Live forces against the Limits set
by constrieting markets at home
and abroad. The sharp fluctua-
tiun of 1949, or more accurately
the violent paroxysm,  demon-
sirated | that, whilé gravely dis-
locsted, the' domestic —market,
propped up by huge arms ex-

penditures,  was  still  strong
ennugh to sustain’ the economy
temporavily  on reduced but

relatively high levels. Suth has
Seen the case for the last six
months. Can this last for another
six nonths? It is impossible to
ove the answer in advance.

One of the unknowng in (he
sitaation -4#x- the auto industry.
ITéw many more cars will it be
able, to selt in the next period?
The Department of Commerce
cstimates fix the number at 5 to
5., million, or. 10 to 20% below
1949, Only an. aclual test will
skow how good or bad this guess
is, Should the decline prove
worse, auto instead of remaining
a prop to the cconomy will help
pidi it down.
here are important indica-
tioms that 1950 will provide the
acid test for the domestic market,
Tt can be said with certainty that
the cconomy as a whole is not
stronger but much weaker toduy
than it was at the beginning of
laxs year.

Ta List only a few of  he
weaknesses: There is stiffer com-
petition and there are fewer
cutlets in the world markets
where a trade war is now in

progress. The tendency of U. S.
exports  will be to decline,
especinlly  with  drastie  yeduc-

tiors in Marshall aid.

Untike the beginning. of 1949,
when . the purchasing- power of
the farmers was onlv slightly
impaired, this year beging with
the £arm income 'slashed, by ome-
fiftk *and more, and further cuts
— by one-third and more —Seem
anavoidable.  Agricultural  sur-
nluses are a fadt, "no_t_--i\ ‘prospect.
The government “already holds

alimosgt half a billion bushels of

wheat, two-thirds of o
bushiels of corn, 5 million bules of
cotton, and a huge quantity of
other  farm  produce.  TFurther
eivantic surpluses loom. Truman
has the Brannan plan as the sole
solution, and appears to be stuck
with it, since there is little likeli-
Lhood of its passage through Con-
eSS,

This year begins with the
jobless easily double the total at
the beginning of 1949. The army
f avore than 5 million unem-
ploved represents not only vast
misery but a vast loss of pur-
chasing power.

LERS PURCHASING POWER

The gravely impaired position
of the mass df the farmers and
millions of working class families
wus translated last year into 2
narked decline of retail trade. Ii
was at the same time the major
condition underlying the “mode-
rate recession.” The fact is that
despite  the upturn since July
1944, despite credit and install-
ment buying at the unheard of
rate of a quarter billion dollars
a month, there has been no signi-
ficant improvement, either in the
unemployment situation or in the
trend of retail sales.

The 1949 decline was signalled
by @ sharp drop of retail sales in
October 1948, This decline con-
tnued through the last quarter
of 1049, with sales dipping below
the low levels of 1948 which
spelled so much trouble at the
time. It is possible, but not af
a'l certain, that the GI insurance
binefits plus  continued  credit
buvng and government deficit
spending, may check this decline
Shenld this fail to matevialize
the current moods of optimisn
will evaporate as swiftly as they
have arisen. The department store
cash registers will spell out, as
hefore, the story in the nex!
perind, and we wmay be sure,
thevll be anxiously watched by
the iaost bullish of speculators
on the stock market today.

PPinally, the growing govern-
ment defieits and consumer debts
(now amounting to $18 billion!)
can easily turm from factors of
temiperary stimulants into those
of acute fiseal and credit distur
banzes.  International currency
¢rises — which are by no means
can enfer h(‘l'(_’ as 4 most
serions aggravaling element.

MAIN DIFFICULTIES AHEAD

From -all this we conclude that
the current phase of
stabilization is highly unstable
and vulnerable. Abrupt turns ir
developments are just as inherent
in the situation as is the prospec!
of six more months of rélatively
high production. The trends, as
niatiers stand, canwot he gauged
i terms of six months or a year,
bt literally on a week-to-week,
if not day-to-day, basis, In.short,
the major postwar economic dif-
ficulties’ lie' not behind but still
ahead so far as American capital-
ism is concerned,

pver .

(Continued from page 1)
Hoover, FBI director, showed
more respect for the writings of”
J. Tdgar Hoover, essayist.”

McGRATH'S “REVIEW"

The criticism was so sharp and
so  widespread that Attorney
General J, Howard McGrath had
to issue¢ some answer, The best
that could be said-for it was that
it was not very convincing., Me-
Grath, former Senator and Demo-
evat.c National Chairman, was
hailed as a “liberal” when he re-
placed Tom Clark as head of the
Department of Justice last
summer. But, like all previous
liberal Attorneys General during
the last gquarter of a century, he
does not dare (o cross Hoover,
who is technically his subordinate.

MeGrath announced that he had
“fully reviewed" the FBl's wire-
tapping activities, but: “In view
of the emergency which still pre-
vails and the necessity of protect-
ing Lke national security, 1 can
sce no reason at the present time
for any change.”

Violations of the law by the
nation’s top agency for enforcing
the law are thus given the sanc-
iion of the Truman administra-
tion. Furthermore, since the
“emergency” (probably meaning
the cold war) is expected fo con-
{inme for a long time, and since
the “national security” pre-
sumably ig in permanent need of
prolection, McGrath is serving

Lnotice that the Justice Depart-

ment-FBI's violations of the law
will - continue not only for the
“present time,” but forever, if it
is left up to them.

Knowing that a violation of
the law was involved, McGrath
sought to brush it away by ex-
plain‘ne that policies condoning
“limited” use of wiretapping
were laid down many years ago

Attorneys General — Francis
Biddle. Robert H. Jackson and
Tom Clark, the latter two of

whiom are now members of the
U. S. Supreme Court. But all that
such an argument proves is that
they too are to be condemned for
authorizing infractions of the law.

MORT EVASIONS

Meanwhile, as the pre-hearing
in tne Coplon- Gubitchev case
continued last week, there were
additional signs that the FBI
was still trying to keep the whole
story of its offenses from the
court.

Previous FBI  witnesses had
testified under oath that it was
“routine” FBI policy to destroy
all wiretap recordings within 60
days. But on Jan. 3 two agents of
the FBI and one of its special
employees declared on the witness
stand that they had never heard
of any such policy. Somebody,
clearly enough, was either lying
again or evading telling the truth.
Why?

The legal issue involved is this:
The prosecution has to show that
ita evidence against the de-
fendants is not based on informa-
tion or leads supplied by wire-
tapping. The defense lawyers
want to examine all the wiretap
records to show that the prosecu-
tion has no “untainted” evidence.
It can’t do this unless it has
aceess to all the records.

First the prosecution insisted
[heve had been no tapping; when
that was disproved, it insisted
wanv of the recordings had been
desiroved; and when finally com-
relled to produce the recordings
from the microphone planted in
Miss Coplon’s office, it now turns
out that for some mysterious
reazen they are completely un-
intelligible. This deprives the
defense lawyer of a chance to

by President Roosevelt and three

nrove Miss Coplon’s contention

FLAGRANT LAWBREAKING BY FBI
AROUSES GROWING PUBLIC PROTEST

that on the day she was arrested,
her boss in the Department of
Justice, aiming to “entrap” her,
told her to take along for study
en her trip to New York certain
govarnment  documents  which
were found in her possession
when she was arrested.

Her lawyer said it was strange
that the FBI had the recordings
for ten months but “nobody ever
found out that they were un-
intellizible” until the government
was forced to produce them in
court. But the “strangeness”
disappears in the light of the
FRI's previous evasiveness and
perjury, and of the possibility
that the recordings might have
supplied information that would
aid the defense.

IN BRIDGES CASE TOO

Simultaneously, on the other
sice of the country, it was shown
that wiretapping is by ho means
an offense lim.ted to the Coplon
case. James M. MacInnis, defen§e
counsel in the Harry Bridges per-
jarv case in San Franeisco, re-
vealed in eourt on Jan, 5 that
after another lawyer had- tel-
ephoned him about some im-
portant information related to
the trial, that lawyer had been
vicited by a government agent
and gueried.

As . Maclnnis pointed out, the
only way the government could
have learned about the matter
was hy wiretapping. The judge
in San Francisco, unlike Judge
Rvyan in New York, ruled that the
wiretapping complaint was irre-
levant. But the significant thing
is that the governmenl prosecu-
tor of Bridges, while denying
(like the prosecutor in the Coplon
case) that he was
any evidence obtained by wire-
tapping, did not deny that wire-
tapping was taking place,

billlon®=
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Truth About Economic ‘State of the Union’

Prof. Emerson’s Speech on
Kutcher and Bill of Rights

[The Militant is pleased to print the following extracts from the
speech made by Professor Thomas I. Emerson of the Yale Law School
at the New York City meeting of the Kutcher Civil Rights Commit-
tee on Dec. 15. the anniversary of the Bill of Rights.]

*

]

It was 158 vears ago today that the State of Virginia ratified
the first ten amendments, thereby being the eleventh state to do so,
and the Bill of Rights became effective as part of our Constitution.
The Bill of Rights was hardly incorporated in the Constitution, how-
ever, when it was subjected to a severe test in the Alien and Sedi-
tion Laws. The Alien and Sedition Laws were difected to a large
extent against the French. But I think it is interesting to note also
that in large part they were directed against the Irish immigrants,
because the winds of revolution were blowing at that time both from

France and from Ireland.

These laws prohibited the publication of any false, scandalous or
malicious writing against the government and attached the criminal
penalties. The first person prosecuted under the Alien and Sedition
Laws was Congressman Matthew Lyon of Vermont, and he was con-
victed for having referred to President Adams and saying that Presi-
dent Adams had demonstrated an unbounded thirst for ridiculous

pomp, foolish adulation and selfish avarice.

That was Matthew

Lyon’s crime. Old-fashioned words, perhaps, but they have a certain
current application and some of us may want to use the same senti-

ments some day.

There were others conviceted of similar offenses under the Alien
and Sedition acts, mostly editors of newspapers that supported the
Jeffersonian Party. Fortunately the country rose in protest against
the Alien and Sedition Laws and in the election of 1800 the Federal-
ists who had sponsored them were decisively beaten; Jefferson and
his party came in; those who had been convicted were pardoned and
eventually they were recompensed for any fines they had paid.

Another period of hysleria arose somewhat later, during the
1830’s and 1840’s. This time it was an anti-Catholic hysteria. For
instance, when President Pierce appointed a Catholic to be Post-
master-General, ‘the outery was tremendous. It was asserted that
Catholics in the Post Office would become members of a spy ring
for the Pope and it was solemnly claimed that Catholic immigrants

could not and would not be loyal to the nation.

mostly disappeared.

This eventually

A Continuing Struggle for Free Speech

Then we come to the period where in the South it was impossible
for anyone to utter any opinions or views in opposition to the insti-
tution of slavery. It took a Civil War to dispose of that problem
and during the Civil War there were suppressions of civil rights
which were kept in check by the wise and tolerant statesmanship of

President Lincoln.

And then we come to the first World War. Under the Espionage
Acts which were passed during the first World War there were near-
ly two thousand presecutions and of those there were 877 convictions.
People were:convicted under those acts for having advocated the
subversive idea that the war ought to be financed by taxation and
not by Liberty Bonds, or that there was some doubt, before the
Supreme Court passed on the issue, about the constitutionality of
the Draft Act, or even for saying that there should have been a
referendum before the war was started.

Not only were there federal Espionage Acts but there were
similar acts passed in the states, and here abuses.of the same sort
occurred. There is one case in Minnesota, for instance, in which a
woman was convicted and sentenced to jail for making the remark
to one of her neighbors, discouraging the woman from knitting socks
for the soldiers by saying: “The soldiers never see those socks.”
That was a violation of the Minnesota statutes.

It was not only Espionage Acts, That was a period of the Lusk
Committee, of teachers’ oaths, of laws that prohibited the display

_of red banners. There were suggestions that laws prohibit the wear-

ing of red neckties. It was the era of the Palmer raids, it was the
era when Victor Berger, elected on the Socialist ticket, was denied
a seat in Congress on the ground that he didn't support the war.

It was also the time when five members of the New York State
Legislature elected on the Socialist ticket were refused their seats
in the.State Legislature. The grounds for refusal were: “The So-
cialist Party is not a real political party but in reality a subversive
organization which adheres to revolutionary principles of Soviet Rus-

sia,” A familiar ring!

We Fight in a Glorious Tradition

Now we are in a somewhat comparable situation. The loyalty
order is typical of the problems with which we are now faced. We
are here to protest the discharge of James Kutcher, % member of the
Socialist Workers Party discharged mierely because hée was a mem-
ber of that party. Recently a case in New Haven came to my at-
tention whereby a stenographier was dischdrged from a government
position on the ground, among others, that she played Paul Robeson
records. In another case of a government employee in Detroit, when
his loyalty proceeding came before the hoard, on of the relevant
pieces of evidence was that his mother, 17 yéars before, voted the

Socialist ticket in New Haven!

So when we meet here tonight we are fighting in a tradition
that has been a glory in this country for 150 years. It is important
to realize this. This sort of meeting is nothing new. True American
citizens, those devoted:to the highest principles of democracy, have
been holding meetings like this for a century and a half and for
more. In part we have been victorious in these fights. The prose-
cution of Matthew Lyon, the attacks on the Catholic Postmaster-
General, the Palmer raids, the expulsion of the five Socialists from
the New York Legislature, these things are considered today dis-
graceful performances, unworthy of American citizens. I am con-
fident that the time will come also when the Kutcher case will be
considered equally shameful, equally unworthy of America.

(To be concluded next week)

Visit your local headquarters of the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ARRON—For information, write P.O,
Box 1342,

BOSTON—Worker~ Educational Center.
{0’ Stnart St., open Wed. 5:30-9:00 p.m.,
soclal last Bat., of month,

BUFFALO—Militant Forum, 62% Main
St,, 2nd fl. Phone MAdison 3860, Hvery
afternoon except Sun.

CHICAGO—106 W. Washington Street,
Rm. 312-314, Tel. Dearborn 2-4707,

CLEVELAND --- Every Sunday, 9 p.
m., Pecks Hall, 146 E. 8nd St, (off
Wade Pk. Ave.) Liberty 5606,

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave. Phone
TY 7-6267, Mon. through Sat,, 12-§ p.m,

FLINT—S8oclalist Workera Party Hall,
215 East Ninth Street, Phone: 2-2408,
Open l{ouse Satu~day evenings,

LOS ANGELES—Mllitant Publ. Assn,,
;)(:‘om 326, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke

1.

LYNN, (Mass,)—Militant Publ. Assn.,
44 Central Ave., office vpen Tues., Wed.
7:80-9:80 p.m,

MILWAUKEE—917 N, 3rd 8t., 3rd 1),
Sun., through Fri., 7:30-9:30 p.m. Phone
Hopking 2-3337.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4th St. Phone
AMaln 7781. Dally except Sun., 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Library. bookstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn,) — For infor-
mation write P, D, Box No. 659 or
phone 3-3287. ‘

NEW HAVEN—For Information
write, P.O, Box No. 1018,

NEWARR—23 Springtield Ave. Phone
Blgélow 8-2%74. Reading room. Open
dally, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

NEW YORK CITY (Hq.)—118 Unfiver-
sity Plncs. Phone GR 6-8149,

HARLEM—108 W, 110 St., Rm, 28,
Phone MO 2-1886. Open discuasion,
Thurs., 8 p.m.

BRONX~—Hunts Point Palace. 958
Southern Blvd: Room 25. DEvery
Thursday night at 8:30 p.m,

BROOKLYN -—~ Mandel's Manor,
343 Pennsylvania Ave., off Butter,
meetings overy Thura, evening at 8,

CHELSFEA—130 W, 23rd St. Phona
Al B-2488,

OAKLAND (Cal.) - For information,
phone TEmplebar 2-8153 or TEmplebayr
2-3735, or write P, Montauk, 808-B Oy-
wess St., Oakland 7.

PAIMLADELPHIA — 1303-05 W. Girard
Ave., 2nd fl, Phone Stevenson 4-5820,
Open every Friday evening.

PITTSBURGH--1418 Fifth Ave.. 2nd f1,
Forums 2nd Frl. each month, Marxist
class 4.p.m. every Sat. Meetings every'
Thurs., 7:30 p.m,

“:A: r'lr,a'»wcxsgos—nag Fillmore Ave.,

5 one FI 6-0410, Dally except

Sun., 12—4::’50 p.m. d

8T. LOUIS

phone PR 5305."*

SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg., 1st Ave.,
R. 201, So. & Washington, Tel. Main 9278,
Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p.m. Branch
meeting Tues., 7:30 p.m. Library, book-
store,

TOLEDO — Address Inquiries to Bo-
cialist Workers Party, P.0, Box 1502,
Toledo 3.

WORCESTER, (Ma#s.) — For inform
tion write P.O. Box 0654, Worcester.

YOUNGSTOWN — 234 B. Federal Bt.,
rhone 3-1365. Wed,, Fri., Sat.,, 1:30 te

oD,

““For informatiom,



Actor Fredric March and his wife Florence
Eldridge have finally forced the slander - sheet
Counterattack to retract a charge that they are
“communists.” We're glad to see them chalk up
a score against the red-baiters, but there is no
victory in sight to cheer about. By far the most
significant part of the “apology” published Dec.
23 is the ominous concluding statement: “Counter-
attack's information confirms the Marches’ testi-
mony that they are no longer active in any organ-
ization deemed subversive.”

What “information” is Counterattack talking
about? Has it access to the seerct files of the
FBI? Are all the Lhousands of stoolpigeons and
informers hired by Washington also put at the
service of this professional smearsheet? On the
evidence of the March case, it seems not at all
unlikely! The false charges hurled al the Holly-
wood stars by Counteraitack early in 1948 were
produced in court in the Coplon ecase a year and
a half later, when they became the most notori-
ous example of the I'Bl at work. Counterattack,
a 4-page “newsletter” published weekly by the
“Amer'can Business Consultants, Ine,” claims
to be a collection of “TFacts to"Combat Commun-
ism.” It covers all fields, from movies to local
trade unions, and from national magazines to
hotels that rent meeting-rooms to “subversive”
organizations. The scope of its information also
indicates that behind it 'somewhere are some of
the same forces that have imposed a vast net-
work of “anti-red” ferrets on this country.

What recourse has the average viet'm of this
obviously powerful oulfit? It took Fredric March
and his wife nearly two years, with expensive

The KFredrie March Case

By Ruth Johnson

legal help and the filing of a $500,000 libel suit,
to make their reply heard. No worker can afford
such a suit. And even the Marches by no means
won a clear decision.. They dropped their suit and
signed a non-communist oath, in return for :
public statement restoring them to the good grices
of the red-baiters. Counterattack was able |
retreat with all guns blazing furiously at the
“red menace.”

“Up to a couple of years or so ago,” said the
Counterattack retraction, “the Marches publicly
supported a number of organizations which
United States Attorney Generals have declared
subversive and totalitarian.” But now, ‘t adds,
the stars have signed an-oath that proves them
thoroughly red-white-and-blue.

“We condemn the Russian regime and its agent,
the Communist Party of the United States, as a
totalitarian system, and we condemn the totali-
tarian practices of their leader Joseph Stalin,”
the March statement says in part. “We believe
deeply in the Constitution of the United States
and in our system of government. . . We believe in
the system of free enterprise. . . We shall con-
tinue in the future as we have in the past to try
Lo preserve our democracy by exposing and
asttempting to eradicate its weaknesses and by
cxtolling and practising its virtues.”

One of the ways in which Fredric March and
f'lorence Eldridge could really help “to preserve
democracy” now would be for them to begin
“exposing and attempting to eradicate” such
outfits as Counterattack by making public their
experiences and the information.they have gained
in the course of the rwo-vear legal fray.

One of the curosities of the marine workl is
the squid, When embarrassed it jets fly a dis-
charge that thoroughly inks up the water and so
permits it to retive gracefully from the scene.

This happy method of defense is not confined
to the squid. It can be observed among the verte-
brates ton, Thus the typical capitalist politician
caught in a spot that docs him no good with the
voters will at once et loose a resounding state-
ment abgut principles, lofty aims, noble inten-
tions and how it wasn’t him anyway — at least
not right now.

For instance, take Truman’s statement Jan. 5
on Formosa where ex-dictator Chiang Kai-shek,
after being run off the mainland by the Chinese
people, is now bidding for more American arms
and dollars. China was one of the big prizes for
which the imperialist powers fought World War
IT. But peasant uprizings spoiled Wall Street's
dream of shortly running up its house flags from
Shanghai to the Gobi desert. Then when Britain
and other junior partners and satellites of Amer-
ican imperialism started recognizing the Mao
regime, Truman felt the irresistible urge.

“The United States has no predatory designs
on Formosa or on any other Chinese territory,”
he said. What were all those U. S, troops doing
in China at the end of World War II? Does it
take bayonets to convince the Chinese people

that American imperialism has no predatory
designs?
“The United States has no desire to obiain

special r.ghts or privileges or to establish mili-
tary bases on TFormosa at this time,” Truman
continued. A short time ago, Truman had the
desire it scems to cstablish military bases on
Formosa. “At this time” he doesn’t desirve il, per-
haps because his military and political advisers

Truman on KFormeosa

By Joseph Hansen

don't think Chiang can last long on Formosa and
they couldn’t get away with an American ox-
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ped tionary force “at this time.” Later on, things
may look up again for the American militarists.
Then Truman can say that the old colonial powers
may have had “predatory designs™ but all Wall
Street wants *“at this time” is special r.ghts,
privileges and military bases.

“Nor does it ‘have any intention of utilizing its
armed force to interfere in the present silua-
tion,” continued the hcad of the Democratic Party.
A few days after this pious pronouncement aboul
mtentions in the *“present situation,” it was re-
vealed that Chiang is still buving arms at
bargain rates — in America with dollars handed
him from the U. S. Tireasury. Al Army markings
are being scrupulously “painted out” on the
engines of death so that it’s a sale, you see, not
“interference.”

“The United States Government will notl pursue
a course which will lead to involvement in the
civil conflict in China,” Truman promised in a
final flourish. That really fouled the water! You
can hardly see the billions of dollars Truman gave
the Chiang dictatorship, the scores of top-rank
brass sent to master-mind Chiang’s campaigns,
the American ships and planes used to ferry Na-
tionalist troops into battle position, the vast

stores of arms turned over to the infamous
butcher to slaughter the rebellious Chinese
peasants.

Some people claim there's nothing n this world
without a final goal and purpose. Truman shows
what even the lowly squid can evolve into if this
view is correct. A vertebrate that stops at nc
means to justify an e¢nd! Especially a foul end
L ke .interfering in Cnina's internal affairs and
trying to save a hated efecutioner from his long
over-due doom.

Two Significant Films

By Charles Hanley

Among the cxcellent foreign motion pictures
we have seen in 1949, two stand out for their
consciousness of social questions and impressive
realism. The Affair Blum und Bicycle Thief do
not. offer a solution %o those questions (and this
is not their aim); but they more or less suggest
that there is now a very honest attitude greatly
superior to [Hollywood’s method of spreading
illusions about social problems to be solved in
the framework of capitalist society by mere
“good will.”

The Affair Blum, based on the story of a
frameup which actually took place in Germany
in 1926 — seven years before Hitler seized power
— is a German film made by Germans in the
Russian occupation zone, (fortunately without any
notable injection of typically Stalinist slogans):
A Jewish capitalist {who probably thought this
could never happen to him) is suddenly accused
of amurder he did not commit. The real murdever,
2 former member of one of the ultra-nationalistic
“Iree Corps,” and Lhe reactionary police and
judges work together to build up a case aguins:
the completely innocent Blum. They nced such
a case to whip up Anti-Semitism.

Blum's (non-Jewish) wife appeals to the Social
Democratic Minister-President of the State who,
in spite of his sympathy with the Blums, is unable
to do anything against the reactionary state
apparatus he is supposed to direct. The judges
do not allow any *‘interference with the inde-
yendence of the judiciary” and openly scorn the
Social Denrocratic government. But, a well known
detective of the Berlin police, whom the Minister-
President asks for help, succeeds, after over-
coming many discouraging difficulties, in prov-
ing Blum’s innoc2nce, unmasking the real
murderer and foiling the whole frame-up. Thanks
to the revelations of the murderer’s girl friend
who knows the truth and whom the detective con-
vinces she must not zllow an innocent man to be
beheaded, the victim of the frame-up escapes.
The judges are furious, but have to release Bluni.
as the murderer, faced with overwhelming
evidence, confesses everything.

A "happy ending ?” Not quite. For Blum, who
is an intelligent man and has learned quite a few
th}ngs in prison, clearly understands that this in-
dividual victory over the reactionary state ap-
paratus and his navrow escape from the ex-
ecutioner’s axe are due to mere luck, and that
the problem as such remains unsolved, the same
state apparatus remaining in command; and that
other "“Affairs Bluwm™ will follow,

In the final scene, which is accompanied by
the menacing music of a Nazi march, Mrs. Blum
tries to comfort her husband, saying “It's all
over now.” — “No,” :eplies Blum, “its only begin-
ning. . .’

With some variations, different forms and
circumstances, the same sort of thing can still

happen in many countries all over the world:
against Jews, against Negroes, against other
minorities, And the purpose of the instigators
of “Affairs Blum” :s always the same: To divert
the dissutisfied masses and especially the petty
bourgeoisie from the real culprit — the capitalist
system and its consequences — by finding con-
venient scapegoats.

Victor deSica’s Bicycle Thief is a masterpiece.
By its natural simplicity and profound truth it
ranks high in the field of cinematagraphic art.

After searching for a long time, an unemployed
worker, who has a wife and a little son, finally
gets a job. There is a condition attached to it.
he must have a bicycle. His bicycle is in the
pawnshop; he gets it out by his wife pawning
their blunkets instead. He can start working
again. But his precious bicycle is stolen on the
first day of his new job. The police are not in-
terested; they cannot help him to find the thict.
Besides, there are so many bicycles stolen every
day.

So he is obliged to help himself and after a
dramatic chase finaily finds the thief — but not
the bicycle. And he has no evidence against the
thief. So there is nothing be can do about il.
And then, in his bitterness and despair, he tries
to steal another man’s bicycle. The attempt fails.
However, the bicyele owner does not want to have
him arrested. With his terrified son the worker
woes home, ashamed of himself, without a job,
without help, without hope.

And that is the end of this story. No stroke
of good luck comes tv that man’s aid. The comedy
of capitalist charity which, by coincidence, hc
witnesses while chasing the thief, often benefits
scoundrels and vagabonds; a worker is too proud
Lo accept it; he wanis a job, a decent wage, he
wants justice. The police officers, ie., the state,
are not interested and will not help him; they do
not defend the poor and the hungry. Some in-
dividuals succeed in helping themselves by in-
juring others. Our “hero” tries it half-heartedly
and is trapped. For him, there remains no way
out.

Only by getting together with other prole-
tarians, by struggling with them against the in-
Justice of this society could he seriously hope
to achieve something. The worker in Bicycle
Thief is not a bad fellow, but he seeks only for
an individual solution and cannot find one. The
solidarity of a few personal friends and of his
family is not enough. (And he fails so completely,
that at a certain moment he finds himself almost
stripped of his dignity.) DeSica does not force
those conclusions on us, What we have just said
i1s only suggested by his “hero’s” loncliness and
falure, by the futility of his individual struggle.
This is not a political but a social picture, z

2

Wants Troops in Formosa

Just before President” Truman announced the U. S. govern-
ment would not send military aid to Formosa. Sen. William F.
Knowland (R, Calif.) urged such intervention. Here the senator
uses a map in his office to point out the island where he would
want U. S. youth to go and die in behalf of Chiang Kai-shek.
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By Albert Parker |

The National Emergency Civil
Rights Mobilization, which will
meet in Washington for three
days beginning Jan. 15, will mark
a high point of Negro and labor
struggle for enactment of civil
rights legislation. No matter how
much or how little this movement
achieyes in Washington, it al-
ready has the following progres-
sive features:

1. It is a genuinely broad unit-
ed front movement. Instead of
acting individually, as they did in
the past, the NAACP, CIO, AFL

-and 49 other national labor, mi-

nority, fraternal and church or-
ganizations have pooled their ef-
torts in the mobilization which
speaks for a combined member-
ship running into the tens of mil-
lions, despite the self-defeating
decision to exclude all political
parties and Stalinist-led organiza-
tions.

2. The mobilization represents
an important — if limited — step
in the direction of mass pressure
and mass action against the Jim
Crow forces. In previous years
these organizations relied primar-
ily on letters and telegrams to
Congress; this time they are send-
ing representatives in person to
demand enactment without delay
in this session of the civil rights
program, starting with the FEPC.

The purge of all opposition to
the Curran machine in the Na-
tional Maritime Union received a
new impefus with the expulsion
of lour members at the New
York meeting of the union on
Jan. 1. Despite open intimidation
by New York police and Curran
goons, it was clear that a
majority of the membership at
the meeting had voted against
the expulsion of Charles Keith,
ome of the leaders of the anti-
Curran, Independent caucus. But
the wotes were brazenly mis-
counted by administration sup-
porfers who acted as counters and
Curran announced from the chair
that Keith had been expelled by
a vote of 1,641 to 496.

As shouts of protest mounted
throughout the hall, Robert Me-
Elroy, a seaman, took the floor
oh a point of .order, demanding
that o recount be taken with both
sides represented as counters.
While still before the microphone
at the front of the hall, McElroy

at-arms who beat him to the
ground in the presence of the
eniive meeting. Angered mem-
bers rising to their feet in the
rear of the hall were set upon by
another gang of hooligans. The
police, present in large numbers,
did nothing until the goons ran
into trouble when they interven-
¢d on their side and broke up
the fracas at the rear of the hall.

was ussaulted by several masters-,

The violence against rank and
file members at the union meet-
ing had been preceded days earl-
ier by a Curran goon - squad
alvack, aided by cops, on a group
of inembers who were standing
in front of the union hall, dis-
tribut'ng leaflets which con-
aenmmed the purge program of the
administration.

Keitk, the most prominent of
those expelled, had formerly been
one of the two secretaries of the
Rank and File Caucus headed by
Joseph Curran, which succeeded
in ousting the Stalinidts from
office at the last general union
election in 1948. He was charged
with “inciting to riot,” creating a
“dual and hostile” organization,
collecting money for “anti-umon”
purpeses, bringing court action
against the union among other
things.

In his speech of defense, which
was . continually interrupted by
Curran, Keith charged that the
trial was the result of his op-
position to the policies of Lhe
administration. No particulars of
the charges had heen given to
him despite repeated requests on
his part. Keith further charged
that in keeping with this kan-
garoo court procedure he had
been denied access to the union
hall many fimes during the
course of the “trial”

Next in line for purge action
were Leo Silverman and Jack

(Continued from page 1)
lacking in any fighting capaci-
ties. That is what lends excep-
tional ferocity to their attacks
on the miners.

They are pressing for a show-
down now not only because the
economic situation of the coal in-
dustry is unfavorable to the
miners and their resources are
low, but because the UMW battle
has been isolated. The rest of
urgunized labor is quiescent. The
corporations were able to settle
with the CIO steel and auto unions
for ernmbs and clear the field of
the class struggle for a concen-
trated assault on the miners.
What particularly emboldens
the labor-haters in their present
drive against the miners is the
faiture of the CIO and AFL
leaders to lend any support to the
UMW, even though these leaders
must have some inkling of what
1 defeat for the miners would
muun for their own unions.
These union leaders have re-
mained criminally silent as the
corporations and government
conspire in an attempt to cut
the miners to pieces. They have
alwavs resented the fact that
Lewis' aggressive methods have
won big gains and have exposed
their own lickspittle dependence
on the government for small
shabby favors. No doubt, down
in their narrow little souls many

human picture: A perfect one of its kind.

COAL MINERS NEED THE AID
OF ALL ORGANIZED WORKERS

Lewis are torn down a bit, their
own stature may seem (o grow
by comparison.

The capitalists and their gov-
ernment agents are fully aware

of this attitude. Indeed, they
count on il as a principal
assurance that they can crowd

the miners into a corner and beat
them down without fear of in-
tervention by the rest of or.
seanmized labor.

The miners are fighting buck
against great odds. By no means
are they to be counted out as yet,
But thgy aré in great danger —
that fact must be recognized and
emphasized. 1f they suffer a
defeat, the whole front of the
fabor movement will be exposed
to attack.

To turn the tide speedily in the
miners’ favor requires massive
intervention by the rest of or-
ganized labor. The impulse for,
this intervention will come only
from the union ranks. It is the
members and leaders of the local
unions of every affiliation who
must fake the initiative. Pass
resolutions of support for the
miners and protest against gov-
ernment interference against
them. Demand that the top lead-
ers of your union mobilize all-out
aid to the miners. Let the Amer-
ican plutocracy know that the
organized American workers will
not tolerate its scheme to drive for
victory against all labor over the

Curran Machine Expels
4 Opponents in NMU

Smith, accused among othey
things of editing and writing for
The Voice of the Membership, a
discredited  Stalinist  maritime
paper. Silverman admitted the
charge but pointed out that he
had written for the paper be-
cause no eritical material from
the rank and file is permitted in
the nfficial union paper, The Pilot.

Curran’s denial of the sup-
pression of criticism in the Pilot
reached a new low in cynicism
and hypocrisy. There was room.
Ire =aid, for "econstructive critie-
ism” - anly “garbage” was kept
out. Then, as dozens of polee
Tined the aisles of the hall, he
boldly launched into a left eritic-
ism of the Stalinists, condemn
ing them for their wartime be-

travals  and  contrastng  his
“democratic” methods with the
reginmies behind  “the Iron Cur-

tain.” Finally in a thinly-veiled
appeal to violence, he said that it
appeared inevitable that “blood
would flow” until the dissenters
were driven out of the union.

Silverman and Smith, the latter
in his absence, were then declared
expelled although fewer members
participated in the voting than
on the Keith case. The show of
brute force earlier in the meet-
ing had had ils intended effect.

‘Lustly, Jean Beek, a woman
member who was charged with
“distributing unauthorized litera-
fure" and “causing a disturbance,”
was dealt with in the same sum-
mary manner, In a sense this
action wag even more repugnant
than the others, resulting ap-
parently from nothing but per-
sonal spite on the part of John
Reaves, & new Curran appointee
in the New York Port. This com-
pleted the meeting’s “business?
and logically complemented all
that had preceded it.

The charge of “inciting to riot”
derives from the actions of the
rank and file in resisting the
atempt of the -National Office
to illegally remove 15 regularly
elreted New York Port officials.
This legitimate resistance
burcancratic and arbitrary ac-
tions has been stigmatized as an
attempt to seize the union hall
i a “Communist plot” ta take
contrsl of the union. In this way,
the erimes of Curran and Co,
have been placed on the rank and
ile, crealing a broad pattern of
continuing purge action against
all eritics of the top union ma-
vhine.

The large vote cagt against the
expulsion of Keith indicates that
despite all his vicious methods
and red-baiting, Curran has not
succeeded in winning a majority
for his purge program in New
York. the laggest branch in the
union. But there is no indication
that this will deter Curran and

0

Co. This totalifarian regime,
which goes hand in hand with a
policy of capitulation to the

shivowners, must inevitably pro-
duce a reaction from the seamen.
Sooner or later the rank and fils
will seftle with Curran as they
did with the old ISU gang and

of them feel if the UMW and

shattered ranks of the miners,

later with the Stalinists.

— distrust which experience has

3. The mobilization reflects the
growing understanding by the
mass of the people that the Demo-
crats and Republicans cannot be
depended on to fulfill their civil
rights promises. in short, the
Washington conference itself is
objectively an expression of dis-
trust in the capitalist politicians

proved to be well justified and
which will be transformed into
more active hostility to the capi-
talist politicians who continue to
stand in the way of first-class
citizenship for Negroes and other
minorities.

MORE IS NEEDED

It would be unrealistic, however,
to expect that the Washington
conference will be enough to turn
the tide and force Congress to
override filibusters against civil
rights.

In the first place, official an-
nouncements make it clear that
the conference itself will be large-
ly a routine lobbying affair, with
the delegates assigned to visiting
their congressmen and holding a
couple of meetings at which poli-
ticians and their own leaders will
deliver some pep-talks. The same
kind of lobbying that has proved
so ineffectual in the past will pre-
vail this year, although the form
will be changed a little and more
people will be involved. The mem-
bers of Congress, who knew last
year that the same participating
organizations favored the passage

—
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New Political Policy Needed
ghts Mobilization

This false political conception,
shared by- all the leaders of the
mobilization, must be rooted out
of the civil rights movement be-
fore it can make further progress.
It must be understood, and public-
Jy stated to the masses, that the
Trumanites are quite content to
go on with things as they are, to
keep on making pro-civil rights
statements and gestures, ete.

TRUMANITE RECORD

They proved this conclusively
last year by the sham battle they
staged over the filibuster, which
they were perfectly willing to lose
as soon as they saw how they
could put the blame for it on the
Republicans. Truman himself has
proved it over and over again by
refusing to use his power to end
segregation in the armed forces
and to withhold federal funds
from discriminatory housing. For
the Trumanites the whole ques-
tion of civil rights is a political
maneuver, and no headway can
be made until they are branded
for it and held EQUALLY re-
sponsible with the Republicans
and Southern Democrats for the
defeat of the rights bills.

When the masses are told the
truth, when they are shown that
they have no real friends in Wash-
ington, then they will understand
the need to fight for themselves
and will act accordingly. Once
that happens, there will be a gene
wine upsurge by the people. Then
broad and deep pressure will real-

of civil rights bills, will not feel
the addition of serious pressure
through this conference and will
not be much more inclined to act
favorably than they were in 1949,

In the second place, all signs
indicate that attendance at the con
ference will not be anywhere near-
ly as large as it can and shoul
be, if the real strength of the par-
ticipating organizations is taken
into account. But the most serious
shortcoming is the fact that the
delegates will not be reinforced
by powerful mass demonstrations
in the communities from which
they come.

WHY THE APATHY?

The original plans for the mo-
bilization included the organiza-
tion of such mass pressure on a
grass-roots level.  Attempts to
hold mass meetings weve actually
made in some communities, but
by and large they were not big
and therefore not very successful.
Even where genuine efforts were
made, the masses were not arous-
ed, ‘they remained apathetic,
Knowing why this happened and
how to correct the situation is the
key to victory in the civil rights
fight, for only when the rank and
file workers are actively aroused
and set into motion will Congress
begin to do something about it.

Why did the masses fall to re-
spond in large numbers? Not be-
cause they are indifferent to the
civil rights bills; everybody, even
the capitalist politicians, know
they are for them. What is in-
volved is a POLITICAL question.
Their leaders have given them the
false impression that the Tru-
manites are sincerely working to
pass these bills and that it is
necessary only to rely on the Tru-
manites and everything will turn

impression prevails that there is
no need for a fight, you will nat-
urally be unable to arouse people
to engage in one.

out right in the end. Where thel

ly be exerted on the capitalist pol«
iticians.

The ruling class may be come
pelled to grant some concessions,
But in the course of the struggle

the Negro and labor movements
will find out that the achieve-
ment of their full objectives re-
 quires a complete break with capi~
talist politics and the formation
of an independent Labor Party
that will undertake to replace the
capitalist peliticians in Washing-
ton with real representatives of
the masses.

At present the prospects in Cone
gress are no better than they wera
last year. The same fancy politie
cal footwork will be offered as a
substitute for what the people
want. The Trumanites, instead of
being worried by the mobilization
in Washington, will even welcome
it and try to exploit it for their
own cnds; at any rate, feeling
(that they have the labor and Ne-
gro vote “in their pocket” because
of their demagogic gestures last
year, they will see no reason for
not repeating them this year.

 WHAT WE MUST SHOW

But the picture can be changed
radi¢ally and rapidly if the delee
gates to the Washington confer-
ence rid themselves of false polie
tical conceptions, break with the
illusion that civil rights bills can
: be passed by reliance on the Tru~
manites in any form, and go back
home determined to build a mass

{movement of militant struggle for
equality which no capitalist poli-
tician will be able to ignore, mani~
pulate or prevent from reaching
its goal.

What we need to show Congress
is not that the masses want. civil
rights legislation — which they

| already know — but that they are

| ready to defeat and sweep aside
any force that stands in the way
of their getting it.

Civil  Rights  Mobil zation in
Washington next week. The meet-
ing, held in Tabernacle Baptist
Church last night, was more than
three times the size of the meot-
-ng called by the NAACP a few
weeks ago, shows that the mobil-
ization for civil rights is gather-
ing momentum.

The main speaker was Herbert
Itill, assistant field sceretary of
the NAACP, who has heen tour-
ing the mid-west to gather forees
for the Washington mobilization.
He called attention to the new
militant spivit that is pervading
the movement for civil rights,
and said it must be wedded to
fhe organized strength of the
labor movement in order to ac-
complish the aims of both.

I'he  burning  determination
among Negroes to win the fight
for civil rights was impressed
upon the audience by Nathaniel
C. Lee, NAACP branch co-
ordinator. “T am not going to

YOUNGSTOWN NAACP RALLY
GETS ENCOURAGING RESPONSE

YOUNGSTOWN, Jan. 9—Almost 700 people answered
the call of the Youngstown Branch of the NAACP to at-
tend a mass meeting to build support for the  National
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| “because this is where you ought,
to he The mobilization is being
calied, he sald, “because we must
tuke different steps to impress
upor Lhose in authority that civil
rights must be passed now.”

Dsn Thomas, president of Local
1462 of the CIO United Steel-
wovkers, pointed out to the
audience that employers foster
tac’al divisions because it is to
their profit in dollars and cents.
The people must depend on their
argenized strength, he said, to
win the fight, just as the fight
of the workers in the mills against
the coompanies is only as effective
us their union is strong.

The lacal delegation to Wasgh~
ington  will  include  Nathaniel
. Lee and Harry Greene from
Losal 1330, United Steelworkers,
Joek Thornton, PAC Divector for
District 26, United Steelworkers,
and  Andrew  Diehl, William
Howard and Rev. S. S. Booker

thank you for coming,” he suid,

from the local NAACP.



