
Truman Cloaks 
'War Deal’ with 
'Fair Deal’ Talk

By Art Preis
“ Conciliatory”  is the most frequent press description 

of Truman’s “ State of the Union”  message to Congress 
on Jan. 4. Conciliatory, of course, to the capitalists, the
Southern Dem ocrats and the Re- 9------------- ~
publicans. T rum an repeated m ost p rogram  in one sentence care- 
o f the proposals he made a year fu l ly  re fra in in g  th is  tim e  from  
ago. W ha t was notable was his enum erating its  specific ten po in ts  
“ tone,”  his “ m oderation,”  as even o r Hie precise leg is la tion  he w il l  
the u ltra -conserva tive  press ob-1 push. However, his Congressional 
served. He “ stuck to  his guns o n ! colleagues have a lready indicated 
the  F a ir  Deal p rogram ,”  a i th ey wil1 m ake- a t m ost< on ly  a

Workers of the World, Unite !

THE MILITANT
P U B L IS H E D  W E E K L Y  IN  T H E  IN T E R E S T S  O F  T H E  W O R K IN G  P E O P L E

Scripps - How ard com m entator 
said —  “ bu t they weren’t  b lazing 
guns.”

There was none o f his las t 
yea r’s tirades against the “ p r iv i-  
ledged fe w " and “ the trick le -dow n 
concept o f na tiona l p rospe rity .”  
Absent th is  tim e were any th rea ts 
about the governm ent bu ild ing  its  
own steel p lan ts i f  the steel in ­
du s try  refuses to  expand on its  
own.

A LS O  M E N T IO N E D
A  modest three sentences were 

devoted to suggesting the repeal 
o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t —  which 
his Congressional lieutenan ts had 
a lready announced they w il l  not 
even b r in g  up in  th is  session. He 
covered his prom ised c iv il r ig h ts

Stalinists Agree 
To 11% Wage Cut 
For Fur Workers

NEW  YO RK, Jan. 3 — Sta lin ist 
leaders o f the CIO  In te rn a tion a l 
F u r and Leather W orkers Union 
have agreed to an 11% wage cut 
fo r  12,000 fu r  w orkers here who 
produce most o f the fu rs  manu­
factured in  th is  country .

IL F W U  leaders, headed by Ben 
Gold, announced last week th a t 
they had agreed to a resum ption 
o f 2iie “ tw o-w age”  system th a t 
h:i J  prevailed in the indus try  be- 
fo ie  the w ar. Under th is  system 
the w orkers are pa id  low er wage 
scales d u rin g  the slack season 
than in  the busy season.

The new agreement, to run from  
Jan. I, 1950 to June lf i,  1950, 
restores the method whereby the 
fu r  bosses before the w ar saddled 
the workers w ith  the financia l 
load o f every decline in the in ­
dustry .

Few members were in a t­
tendance a t the union m eeting las t 
week where the S ta lin is t leaders 
pushed through the new wage- 
c u ttin g  contract. The Jan. 2 D a ily  
W orker, prodded by reports  in 
the local press o f the m anner in  
which the con tract was put over 
on the members, now cla im s th a t 
the “ d iffe re n tia l was restored in 
the agreement o f M ay, 1948, to 
go in to e ffe c t Jan. I, 1950.”

The D a ily  W orker also tr ies  to 
ju s t ify  the wage cut by upho ld ing 
its  “ tra d itio n a l”  ch a ra c te r— th a t 
is, tha t the S ta lin is ts  had fa iled 
before the w a r 1o fig h t e ffec tive ly  
against th is  vicious “ tw o-w age”  
system.

D u ring  the w ar, when the in ­
du s try  was continuously busy and 
prices were m ounting  steadily, the 
ve ry  specia lly sk illed  fu r  w orkers  
were able to break the “ two- 
wage”  system and secure gen­
e ra lly  high wages.

Instead o f f ig h tin g  to m a in ta in  
the conditions secured d u rin g  the 
w ar, the S ta ]in is ts *ha ve  agreed 
to a re tu rn  to the cu t-th ro a t “ two- 
wage”  system that was imposed 
on the workers back in  the most 
exp lo ita tive  days o f the indus try .

token gesture on one po in t, the 
FE P C  b ill.  He was vaguest o f all. 
on the national health insurance 
plan.

A s fo r  economic prospects, 
those continue to be “ goo.d.”  He' 
boasted th a t the coun try  had “ m et 
and reversed the f ig s t s ig n ifica n t 
dow ntu rn  in  economic a c tiv ity  
since the w a r.”  B u t he did no t ex­
p la in  w hy his governm ent econ­
om ists w i l l  no t venture to pred ic t 
a con tinuation  o f “ good tim es”  
past the nex t s ix  months.

In  place o f concrete analysis o f 
today's economic s itua tion , he sub­
s titu te d  grandiose predictions on 
the “ sta te  o f the union”  50 years 
from  now, when i t  can be reason­
ab ly  assumed he w il l  no longer be 
in  office and won’t  have to  take 
respons ib ility  fo r  his promises.

W H A T  H E  O M IT T E D
He did not m ention the trem en­

dous corpora tion p ro fits  th is  year. 
He did not te ll how labo r’s share 
in the na tiona l income has declin­
ed. He did no t speak o f d e fic it 
spending and the rise  in  the na­
tiona l debt to $257-billion. He was 
s ilen t on the 2 5 -m illio n  fam ilies  I 
— tw o -th ird s  o f the na tion— w ith  
incomes la s t year under $4,000, 
inc lud ing  about 10 -m illion  who 
lived on less than $2,000. He m in ­
im ized the m onstrous con tro l o f 
the monopolies as o f a fu tu re  
th rea t, ra th e r than the re a lity  o f 
today.

There was ju s t  one th in g  on 
which T rum an was ve ry  em phatic 
and specific. The “ dom inant fa c ­
to r in  our fis ca l p o licy ”  is the 
demands o f w ar, which T rum an 
called “ w ork  fo r  w o rld  peace.”  
W a r costs, past and present, he 
adm itted , take 70 cents o u t o f 
every federa l ta x  do lla r. B u t he 
was adam ant aga inst the “ fo l ly  o f 
a tte m p tin g  budget slashes”  w h ich 
would reduce arm s spending.

H is  “ F a ir  Deal”  ta lk  was pap. 
There wasn’t  a h in t o f f ig h t  in  
it .  The red meat o f his mes­
sage was the “ w a rfa re  sta te ”  no t 
the “ w e lfa re  sta te .”  A m erican 
cap ita lism , r ich  as i t  is, cannot 
buy social w e lfa re  and g igan tic  
m ilita r is m  a t the same tim e. Be­
tween these tw o  there is no com­
p a tib ility .  T h a t is why T rum an 
budgets words to human needs, 
hu t hard cash to the w'ar program .
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FBI Wiretappers, Perjurers 
Break Law, Get Away With It

Spelling It  Out

West German CP 
Purges "Titoists"
Accord ing to  Associated 

Press dispatches from  F ra n k ­
fo rt a mass purge is now un ­
derway among S ta lin is ts  in 
W'estern Germ any. F o r ty  lead­
ers are. reported in  recent 
weeks to have been expelled ; 
fo r ty  others “ e ith e r had been 
suspended o r eased o u t o f top 
p a rty  jobs.”  Am ong them  is 
Hugo Paul, fo rm e r cha irm an 
o f the p a rty  in  N o rth  Rhine- 
W estphalia. K u r t  M ue lle r, sec­
ond deputy cha irm an o f the 
pa rty , has pub lic ly  com plained: 
“ How'’ deep in  the  m ire  o f T ito - 
ism have some o f our bro thers 
sunk!”

SIU Officials Continue 
Threats Against SWP

On Dec. 19 The M ilita n t re p o rt­
ed th rea ts  o f gangster action 
against the Socialist W orkers 
P a rt} by ind iv idua ls  in New Y'ork 
associated w ith  the offic ia ldom  of 
t he A PL Seafarer’s In te rn a tion a l 
Union, among them its  Secretary- 
Treasurer, Paul H a ll. T h is  report 
has now been d ire c tly  confirmed 
by the m akers o f the th rea ts  
themselves.

The Dec. 30 Seafarer’s Log, 
H a ll’s personal organ, devotes 
2> .. pages to the te rro r is tic  cam­
paign aga inst the SWP. Under 
the p re te x t th a t the  A F L  sea­
men’s union is in danger o f a t­
tacks fro m  “ the T ro tsky ite s ,”  the 

anonymous th rea ts  made by phone 
are now openly repeated in the 
S IU  press. There is no t even the 
h in t o f a denial o f the charges 
made in the Dec. 19 M ilita n t.

It appears th a t James Fox, an 
o ffic ia l o f the Sailors Union of 
the Pacific, was beaten up in a 
bar-room  braw l in  Seattle. The 
S eafarer’s Log, w ith ou t any basis 
whatever, a ttr ib u te s  th is  incident

in Seattle to the “ T ro tsky ite s ”  
and uses it  as a p re tex t fo r  an 
open th re a t against the SWP in 
New Y ork.

Paul H a ll, who has proceeded 
on the theory th a t a ll disputes 
w ith in  unions and between unions 
can be settled by the blackjack, 
is now a tte m p tin g  to extend his 
ju r is d ic tio n  to p o lit ic a l pa rties  
which presume to c ritic ize  his 
c rim ina l policies. H is exaggera­
tion and m isrepresentation o f the 
Seattle inc ident is an old t r ic k  
o f hooligans who accuse th e ir  
v ic t'm s  o f “ p ick ing  fig h ts ”  w ith  
them.

“ We also wonder,”  states the 
ed ito ria l in  the Seafarer’s Log, tho independenl Pacific 
fo llo w in g  the hooligan pa tte rn , M a r,;ne F irem en’s Union
‘ i f  they It he SW P] have any 

idea o f s ta rt in g  the same th ing  
on the A tla n tic  and G u lf Coasts. 
We are not, as the record shows, 
p a rtia l to them, by any means. 
Bin. we’d like  to give, them some 
fr ie n d ly  advice. Don’t  t r y  i t . ”  

T h is  is a crude fram e-up, but 
it cannot conceal the facts on

record. The en tire  20-ycar h is to ry  
o f Am erican T ro tsky ism  demon­
stra tes tha t no t on ly has i t  never 
condoned violence as a means of 
■settling disputes in  the labor 
movement, but i t  has a lways been 
in the fo re fro n t o f the struggle 
against gangsterism  in a ll it; 
form s. The SW P had as much tc 
do w ith  the Fox case as Tor 
Mooney had w ith  the dynam iting  
o f the Preparedness Day parade 
in 1916 in San Francisco.

Just the  opposite is true  o f the 
record o f the H a ll-Lundeberg  m a­
chine. I t  is branded as “ The 
Shadow o f the B lack jack”  by a r 
ed ito ria l in the o ffic ia l paper of

Coast 
(Nov.

I 17): “ We would have no great 
in te res t in w h a t happens in the 
SUP i f  i t  were no t fo r  the fact 
th a t the goons who have pitched 
SUP men down the s ta irs  fo i 
da ring  to stand up and voice th e ir 
opinions, also have been used or 

(Continued on page 4)

Washington’s Big Dilemma-- Chinese Policy
By Joseph Hansen

Since tho end o f W orld  W a r I I ,  
tho Trum an adm in is tra tion  has 
found l i t t le  d if f ic u lty  in recogniz- 
ji ig  any num ber o f new regim es 
in L a tin  Am erica th a t have seized 
power th rough force and violence. 
The State D epartm ent has not 
required th a t these reactionary  
regim es represent the w ill o f the 
people. None o f them could meet 
th a t requirem ent. I f  the new 
regim e made clear tha t it. would 
not in te rfe re  w ith  the p riva te  
em pires o f the g ia n t W all .Street 
evaporations, recogn ition fo llo w ­
ed as a m a tte r o f course.

Contrast th is  benign a ltitu d e  
o f the adm in is tra tion  tow ard 
seizures o f power in La tin  
Am erica  w ith  its  cu rren t quan­
dary over what to do about the 
new regim e in C hina!

Tho hated d ic ta to rsh ip  of the 
bu tc.ie r Chiang K a i - shek today 
ro ts  on the garbage dump, 
a ttra c tin g  on ly b low flies  from  
the camp o f o u tr ig h t reaction 
like  T a ft,  Hoover and M acA rthu r. 
In  the grea test peasant u p ris in g  
since the F ebrua ry  revo lu tion  o f 
1917 in C za ris t Russia, the  over­

w helm ing m a jo r ity  o f China's 
teem ing m illio ns  have declared: 
We don’t  w a n t the government, 
o f T rum an ’s choice. We w a n t to 
choose our own fo rm  o f govern­
m ent!

Instead o f bow ing to  the w ill 
o f the Chinese people, the T ru ­
man adm in is tra tion  stands b lin k ­
ing  at the wreck o f its  costly 
a ttem pt to keep Chiang in power, 
s t i l i  hoping to  salvage som ething 
from  the ruins.

W O R LD B A L A N C E  U PSET
'] his is not so easy. The success 

o f the. Chinese people in  rid d in g  
themselves o f Chiang and open­
ing up a ne.w stage, o f develop­
m ent that can lead to  the over­
th row  o f cap ita lism  has upset the 
w orld  balance o f power.

Am erican im peria lism  sought 
m il ita ry  bases in  China as part 
of if< grandiose b lu e p rin t o f 
assault on the Soviet Union. I t  
hoped to convert China in to  a 
happy h u n tin g  ground fo r  B ig  
Business. T h is  dream lias been 
punctured. The m ilita r is ts  have 
been forced to  re tre a t. The p ro ­
fiteers sec China slipping- fro m

th ru  grasp. The Chinese people 
have entered the arena o f world 
po litie s  as a new' colossal force.

T h is  fa r  - reaching defeat has 
w eakened the camp o f im peria lism  
and opened up r i f ts  in its  ranks. 
A section o f the Am erican cap ita l­
ist class, who consider the main 
game lost in China fo r  the tim e 
being, are now pressing fo r early 
lecogn ition  o f the Mao govern­
ment. They hope to do business 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts , tak in g  them 
on fHeir word tha t cap ita lism  w ill 
be m aintained in China. They see 
no o 'he r way o f saving th e ir 
holdings.

An opposite group o f diehards 
find recogn ition a very b it te r  p ill 
to swallow . A  section o f the 
Republican P arty , hoping to make 
p o litica l capita) fro m  the debacle, 
are even w ill in g  to r is k  w a r to 
hang on to the island o f Formosa.

H e rbe rt Hoover, ap pa ren tly , in 
collusion w ith  General Mae- 
A r th u r, on Jan. 2 called fo r  U.S. 
“ naval pro tection to  the posses­
sions o f Form osa, the Pescadores 
and possib ly Hainan Is land .”

‘T rum an and his advisors would 
like  to convert Form osa in to  an

outpost o f Am erican em pire and 
a convenient haven fo r  a d ic ta ­
te! !al Chinese governm ent-in - 
cxilo. B u t even i f  more arm s 
would enable Chiang to prevent 
the S talin ist. - led arm ies from  
succeeding in an am phibious 
operation, there is s t i l l  the 
problem o f the people in  F o r­
mosa who are seething w ith  
unrest and on ly  w a itin g  the op­
p o rtu n ity  to cleanse th e ir  island 
of the N a tio n a lis t ra ts.

P O L IT IC A L  COST TOO BIG

Direct in te rven tion  w o u l d  
O liv e r  a fa ta l blow to the b a t­
tered pretenses o f the Trum an 
adm in is tra tion  tha t i t  favors the 
asp ira tions o f (lie  people in  the 
F .tr East to independence. The 
po litica l cost would fa r  outweigh 
the m ilita ry  advantages.

In addition, the Trum an ad­
m in is tra tion  feels the pressure o f 
B ritish  im peria lism . The B rit is h  
see the poss ib ilty  o f keeping th e ir  
fingerhold a t Hong Kong, o f 
hang ing on to a t least m ost o f 
th e ir  investm ents and even o f 
developing p ro fitab le  re la tions 
w ith  the Chinese S ta lin is t gov­

ernm ent and so ga in ing  the 
poss ib ility  o f th ro w in g  th e ir 
w e igh t against fu r th e r  develop­
ment o f the Chinese revo lu tion . 
T h a t requires s ilk  glove d ip lo ­
macy a t which the B r it is h  are 
as adept as in  bom bing the 
defenseless 
colonials.

v illages o f rebellious

W H IT  T H E Y  FEAR
The State Departm ent, in the 

opinion o f some com m entators, 
is now d r i f t in g  w ith o u t a po licy. 
However, th is  is n o t a ltoge ther 
true.

The g re a t fea r o f Am erican 
im peria lism  in  the F a r East is 
the fea r o f revo lu tion . I t  sup­
ported Ch iang’s regim e no t only 
as p a r t o f its  w a r plans against 
the Soviet U n ion but even more 
im p o rtan t because it viewed 
Chiang as the m ost rM iable, 
indeed the on ly serious counter­
revo lu tiona ry  force in  China.

I f  China exploded, as w e ll it 
m ight a fte r  y ir tu a lly  continuous 
w ar and c iv il s tr ife  since 1931, 
th a t explosion could spread like  
a chain reaction th roughou t the 

(Continued on page 4)

PLANT PURGE CONTRACT 
APPROVED BY REUTHER

UAW President Walter Reuther has accepted the 
“ loyalty”  purge of workers in private industry by advising 
United Auto Workers Local 669 at the W right Aeronautical
Corpora tion p lan t, near Paterson, t --------------------------------------------------
N. J., to sign a con tract g ra n tin g  
the company power to f ire  alleged 
“ subversives”  and “ poor security  
risks .”

A c tin g  on th is  advice by Reu­
the r and I rv in g  Levy, U A W  gen­
era l counsel, Local 669 reversed 
its  previous uncom prom ising stand j 
aga inst the clause and adopted a 
“ m od ified”  version. The “ m o d ifi­
cation”  would m ere ly p e rm it the 
union, a fte r  the company has fired 
a w orker fo r being “ subversive,”  
to  f i le  a grievance.

The clause demanded by the 
company and f in a lly  accepted by 
Local 669 states th a t in  the event 
any governm ent agency “ concern­
ed w ith  security  regu la tions”  ad­
vises the company “ to re s tr ic t 
any member o f the U n ion fro m  
w ork on o r access to  c lass ified in ­
fo rm a tio n  o r m a te ria l, the U n ion 
and the In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  not 
hold the  em ployer responsible fo r  
such action as i t  [the em ployer] 
m ay reasonably take to com ply 
w ith  its  con tractua l ob liga tions to 
the governm ent.”

I f  the union has any com pla in t 
“ th a t the em ployer has acted im ­
properly- in  a tte m p tin g  to  com ply”  
w ith  so-called “ secu rity  reg u la ­
tions,”  th is  com p la in t “ sha ll be 
subject to  the grievance proce­
dure and a rb itra t io n  provis ions o f 
th is  agreem ent.”

B u t th e .lo ca l un ion and In te r ­
na tiona l'-“ recognize tha t, the  em­
p loye r has certa in  ob liga tions un­
der the law  pe rta in in g  to -secu rity , 
and in  its  con tract w ith  the gov­
ernm ent as required by  the secur-

W A L T E R  R E U T H E R

ready, the m ain v ic tim s  have been 
m il ita n t un ion is ts  and s tr ik e  lead­
ers, like  the s ix  f ire d  a t B ell A i r ­
c ra ft  in  B u ffa lo .

A pp rova l Of th is  clause by Reu­
the r is an open in v ita tio n  to  co r­
porations th roughou t the auto, 
a irc ra f t  and o ther m a jo r indus­
tr ie s  to  demand s im ila r contracts. 
I t  places the seal o f the leader 
o f the la rges t union in  the CIO  
upon the extension o f T rum an ’s 
“ lo y a lty ”  purge in to  p riva te  in ­
du s try .

Reuther is w e ll aware th a t the 
“ lo y a lty ”  purge is an ille g a l and 
unconstitu tiona l usurpa tion  o f 
power by the T rum an  A d m in is tra -1 
tion  and the brass hats. I t  sub- 
jects  to pub lic  b rand ing  and de­
p riv a tio n  o f th e ir  live lihood pex-- 
sons who are alleged to  be con­
nected w ith  o r sym pathetic to  or- 

i t y  regu la tions o f the armed fo r -  ’ ganizations which fo rm e r A t to r -  
ces, and agree th a t no th in g  con- ney General C la rk  p u t on his “ sub- 
ta ined in  th is  agreem ent is in tend- vers ive ”  lis t.  These organ izations 
ed to  place the  em ployer in  v io la - have been denied even the r ig h t  
t ion  o f such law  p e rta in in g  to se- to know  the  “ evidence”  aga inst 
c u r ity  agreem ents w ith  the gov- them, le t alone a fa i r  and public 
ernm ent.”  I hearing  on the  charges.

T h is  means th a t the un ion a c - ! A ltho ug h  he doesn’t  dare en- 
cepts the  whole system o f the dorse the “ lo y a lty ”  purge openly, 
“ lo y a lty ”  purge as such and re - R euther is obviously no t averse to 
ta ins  on ly  the r ig h t  to  p ro te s t i t  in  practice, p a rtic u la r ly  since 
aga inst any “ im p rope r”  v ic tim iz a - he looks on i t  as a w ay o f ge t- 
t ion  o f w o rkers  whom the com- t in g  r id  o f his opponents in  the 
pany m ay f ir e  under the p re te x t U A W . I f  they are f ire d  as “ poor 
o f “ secu rity .”  A s the purge has secu rity  r is k s ” — is th a t R euther’s 
operated in a num ber o f cases a l- fa u lt?

SWP FUND COlHPtCTtD 
IN  F U ll AND ON TIME

By Reba Aubrey
Fund Cam paign M anager

The Socia lis t W orkers P a r ty ’s 
three - month cam paign fo r  a 
$12,000 fund scored a smashing 
success. On Dec. 31 when the 
scoreboard was posted fo r  the 
last tim e, the grand to ta l was 
S I2,057. The campaign slogan —  
IN F U L L  A N D  ON T IM E  — was 
thus carried ou t to  the le tte r in 
true T ro ts k y is t fash ion.

Raising th is  fund was no t easy. 
Unem ploym ent, s trikes , and the 
increased cost o f l iv in g  were b ig  
obstacles fo r  the w o rk in g  people 
who believe in socialism . The 
achievement, o f a 100% success, 
by each and every branch, shows 
how well the comrades and friends 
o f the p a rty  understand the need 
to  pu l th e ir  do lla rs where they 
w ill count the m ost in the s tru g ­
g le 'a g a in s t  reaction and fo r  a 
world o f peace and boundless 
p lenty.

The cam paign finished w ith  
Seattle Branch in f irs t place. The 
New Haven, A kron . Toledo and 
F lin t branches likew ise crossed 
the 100% m ark. B u t every branch 
w ins top honors fo r  the sacrifices 
that, put the fin ish ing  punch in 
the campaign.

Our special thanks to  the many 
friends o f the p a rty  who ra llie d  
w ith  nickels, dimes, quarters  and 
fo ld in g  money to push the “ Gen- 
evul”  quota over the top. Two 
more con tribu tions rem ain to  be 
acknowledged: $1 fro m  J. B. o f

Cleveland and $.32 fro m  J. H. of 
Philadelph ia, b rin g in g  “ General 
to $717. (The fina l scoreboarc 
is on Page 3.)

The s p ir it  o f so lid a rity  playei 
a. b.g ro le  in the 100% conclusioi 
o f ihe cam paign. A n outstandin; 
example was the help O ctro i 
ga\ e Youngstown.

Y oungstown Branch was con 
fident o f com ple ting a $400 quot: 
by the deadline. Then the stee’ 
w orkers were, forced out on strike 
The comrades on the  p icke t lin< 
felt, tne financia l squeeze acutely 
They to ld  us they could see n< 
way o f com ple ting  th e ir  quota i 
fu i. .

The D e tro it Branch heard abou' 
th is  and decided to do w h a t the; 
could to he lp th e ir  hard - h i' 
Youngstown comrades. Th is war 
no t easy as they had a lready n 
creased th e ir  own quota f ro ir ' 
$80h to $1,100. But. the D etro it 
T ro tsky is ts  turned th e ir  pockets 
inside ou t to scrape together wha 
they could. A  day before the dead 
line  the fo llo w in g  w ire  came fro ir  
D e tro it: "S100 to aid Y oungstow r 
com pete  fund quota. D e tro it 
Branch is eager to express it 
revo lu tiona ry  s o lid a rity . We re ­
member assistance Youngstown 
Branch and others gave us wher 
the class s trugg le  imposed a 
s im ila r need upon us.”

Sc, w ith  the help o f D e tro it 
Youngstown branch filled  its  
quota in fu l l  and on tim e, as did 
a ll the o ther branches.

Illegal Acts 
Revealed in 
Coplon Case

By George Breitntan
The FBI breaks the law. 

Its agents and officials, tes­
tifying in court, commit per­
ju ry  about the F B I ’s v io la tions  o f  
the law . A nd  ye t nobody in  the 
governm ent ind ic ts  o r a ttem p ts  
to  b rin g  to  t r ia l  those people, 
sworn to  uphold the law  and paid 
to  do so, who have adm itted  com­
m itt in g  these crim es.

These are some o f the sensa­
tion a l fac ts  b ro ug h t to l ig h t  in  the 
p re - tr ia l hearings o f the  Coplon- 
G ubitchev spy case in  New Y o rk  
C ity . (The f i r s t  t r ia l  o f J u d ith  
Coplon, held la s t summer, re s u lt­
ed in  disclosures about the F B I ’s 
opera tion o f a vas t ne tw ork  o f 
in fo rm ers  and stoolpigeons pa id 
out o f governm ent funds to  spy 
on ind iv idua ls  and organ iza tions 
kep t under p o lit ic a l surve illance 
by the F B I.)

Defense counsel in  the  e a rlie r 
Coplon t r ia l  had sought to  ra ise  
questions about the F B I ’s tap p in g  
o f telephones because the Su­
preme C ourt has ru led  in  a num ­
ber o f previous eases th a t ev i­
dence is ille g a l and cannot be used 
in  federa l courts  i f  i t  has been 
obtained d ire c tly  th rou gh  w ire ­
ta p p in g  o r in d ire c tly  th rou gh  
leads discovered as the re s u lt o f  
w ire tapp ing . The judge in  the f irs t  
Coplon t r ia l refused to p e rm it any 
inqu iries  in to  th is  m atte r.

O UT IN  T H E  O PEN
In  la s t m onth ’s p re - tr ia l hear­

ing, however, Federal Judge S y l­
vester Ryan gave grea te r la titu d e  
to the  defense a tto rneys, and the 
pub lic  got. a chance to  observe 
some examples o f de libera te eva­
sion, squ irm ing  and o u tr ig h t per­
ju ry  on the p a rt o f the  na tion ’s 
m ost g lam orized “ law  enforce­
ment.”  agency and o ther govern­
ment o ffic ia ls .

U nder question ing in  Novem ­
ber, tw o F B I agents adm itted  th a t 
they had “ heard”  about w ire ta p ­
p ing  in  the Coplon case. B u t on 
Dec. 5 John M. K e lley , J r., spe­
c ia l ass is tant to  the  A tto rn e y  
General, to ld  the cou rt he was 
“ not prepared”  to  say i f  the  F B I 
had engaged in  w ire tap p in g . The 
judge gave him  a week to p re­
pare h im self.

On Dec. 12 Raymond P. W hear- 
ty ,  another special ass is tant to  
the A tto rn e y  General, subm itted 
a num ber o f a ffid a v its  a d m ittin g  
th a t the F B I had tapped phones 
in  the Coplon case. But, the  a f ­
f id a v its  alleged, the w ire ta p p in g  
had disclosed no “ in fo rm a tio n  o f 
va lue”  to the prosecution. F u r ­
therm ore, they said, Tom C la rk , 
then A tto rn e y  General, had au­
thorized the tapp ing.

R U LE D  IL L E G A L
Judge Ryan then ru led th a t the  

F B I agents had acted il le g a lly  
and th a t i t  was now up to  the  
governm ent to  prove its  evidence 
had no t stemmed fro m  “ the ta in t­
ed source”  o f w ire ta p p in g  o r “ in ­
te rcep tion”  o f the defendants* 
m ail. R egard ing the p a r t  p layed 
by C la rk , he said:

“ W hether there  was a w r it te n  
au thoriza tion  o r not, i t  does n o t 
change the fa c t o f the  il le g a lity  
o f w ire tap p in g  and d ivu lg in g .”

The next day the F B I inspector 
in  charge o f the Coplon-G ubitchev 
inves tiga tion , How ard B. F le tche r 
to ld  the cou rt the F B I had de-

(Continued fro m  page 2)

Beginning in 
Our Next Issue
A series of articles by 

the well-known Ameri­
can Marxist, Arne Siva- 
beak, on “ Atomic Ener­
gy and Capitalist Socie­
ty.”
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The U.S. Plot to Rearm Germany
The Am erican people are “ being 

led down a garden path which 
leads lo  German rearm am ent”  
and are go ing to be gagged i f  
they make any protest about it .  
T h a t is the w a rn ing  issued by 
James P. W arburg , w ell - known 
Am erican banker and economist, 
to  a m eeting o f the Am erican 
P o lit ic a l Science Association in 
New- Y o rk  on Dec. 29.

“ As th in gs  are go ing now,”  sad 
W arbu rg , “ the A m erican people 
w i l l  not be given any chance to  
th in k  about th is  problem and to 
express th e ir  w il l.  They w il l  be 
faced w ith  the fina l step in the 
road to  d isaster precisely as they 
were faced w ith  a ll the steps tha t 
led up to  it .  They w ill wake up 
some m o rn in g  to find th a t we 
have agreed to rea rm  the Ger­
mans —  in some po lite  and ‘safe ’ 
fo rm  o f course —  and that it has 
now' become ‘u n p a tr io tic ’ to 
question the decision.”

He asked “ w hether the A tla n tic  
A lliance shall be pe rm itte d  to 
ca rry  11s beyond the po in t o f no 
re tu rn , before we have a chance 
to reverse the present d r i f t  to ­
ward disaster.”  The N o rth  A t ­
lanta ' pact and the M il ita ry  A id  
P n  gram , lie said, are being used 
by via Trum ap A d m in is tra tio n  
anil the State Departm ent as a 
guarantee th a t W estern Europe 
would not be overrun in any 
fu tu re  war. T h is  po licy  must lead 
to “ a heavy increase in our a l­
ready top-heavy m il ita ry  budget”  
and m the end, to  the rea rm a­
ment o f Germany.

the Am erican people, he declar­
ed, are opposed to a rearmed 
Germ any, “ but how many A m er­
ican citizens realize tha t we are 
now rig h t un against th is  ques- 
lion?  . . . How many Am erican 
fam ilies  have any idea that the 
would-be conqueror, whom the ir 
sons and husbands and bro thers

died to defeat, is about to be 
nom inated as our new comrade in 
arm s lo stand guard over the 
fron tie rs  o f Am erican secu rity .”

l! is indeed a dastard ly  con­
spiracy against which W arburg 
correc tly  warns. And it is in ­
escapable th a t the adm in is tra tion  
w ill t r y  to  extend its  w itch -hun t 
a ttem p t to silence opponents o f 
its  fo re ign  policies even to those 
who speak out against the p lo t 
to rearm  Germany.

B ut W a rb u rg  uses a to ta lly  
fa lse  reason fo r  a ttack ing  the re ­
arm am ent o f Germ any. He says i t  
would he fa ll in g  in to  a “ Russian 
tra p ”  because i t  would then "seem 
unreasonable no t to w ith d ra w  our 
occupation troops.”  He doesn’t  
disagree w ith  the ob jective o f 
m a in ta in in g  armed forces on Ger­
man soil as a spearhead fo r  a t­
tack on the Soviet U n ion ; he ju s t 
fears th a t a new W ehrm acht 
wrould not he dependable fro m  the

standpo in t o f “ Am erican secur- 1 

i ty . ”  He wants to keep an A m er­
ican a rm y  in d e fin ite ly  in  Germany 
to crush the German people.

But it  is  precisely the German 
people themselves who are most 
b it te r ly  opposed to  re-estab lish­
ment o f the m ilita ry  machine. 
They are s t i l l  freezing and s ta rv ­
ing  am id the shambles and ru ins 
o f the la s t war. I f  they had l l ie i r  
way they would destroy fo rever 
the poss ib ility  o f the  resurrection 
o f the W ehrm acht.

REASO N FOR O C C U P A TIO N
One o f the m ain reasons w hy 

the A llie d  occupation troops re ­
m a in ’ in  Germ any is to gag the 
German people and prevent them 
fro m  m aking  any e ffec tive  a t- 

! tem p t to h a lt A m erican im p e ria l- 
! ism ’s plans to rea rm  Germ any 
and tra n s fo rm  th a t coun try  in to  
a springboard fo r  invasion o f the 
Soviet Union.

W arbu rg  im plies th a t the re ­
a rm ing  o f Germ any is the asp ir­
a tion o f the German people them ­
selves, who are supposed to be 
“ m il ita r is t ic "  and “ yea rn ing  fo r  
revenge.”  T h is  aids the  propa­
ganda th a t the W all S treet-W ash- 
ington A x is  is- p u ttin g  out in  its  
cam paign to rearm  Germany.

The S tate D epartm ent and the 
A m erican m ilita r is ts  do no t dare 
to  procla im  openly th e ir  desire 
and in ten tions  to convert G erm a­
ny in to  a m il ita ry  bastion. They 
have tr ied  to  make th is  appear as 
the desire o f the German people. 
Thus, they forced th e ir  W estern 
German puppet, Chancellor A de­
nauer, to  f i r s t  broach the ques­
tion  pub lic ly .

T h is  was intended to tes t pub­
lic  reaction p r im a r ily  in  th is  coun­
try .  B u t i t  tu rned ou t th a t the 
greatest opposition to the scheme 
arose in Germ any its e lf, despite 
the A llie d  occupation and repres-

Workers Forum
sion. Adenauer was forced to re ­
tre a t on the m a tte r, much to the 
em barrassm ent o f h is A m erican 
masters.

E N D  T H E  O C C U P A TIO N  
The best way to  assure th a t 

there w il l  be no resurgence o f a 
rearm ed neo-fascist Germ any is 
to free the  German people them ­
selves to  deal w ith  the m ilita r is t  
elements who are being protected 
and strengthened by both the U. 
S. Government and the K rem lin . 
The day the  occupation troops 
are w ith d ra w n  fro m  Germ any w il l  
be the day the German people w ill 
begin to  take  care, once and fo r  
a ll, o f the  carte lis ts . Junkers, 6x- 
W ehrm acht o ffice rs  and a ll the 
o ther fo rm e r N azis who hope to ’ 
regain th e ir  to ta l power over the  
German people by serv ing  as-m er­
cenaries and d rill-m a s te rs  fo r  U , 
S. im peria lism  in one zone and the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy in  the other.

V. R. DUNNE ADDRESSES 
3 MID-WEST MEETINGS 
ON CIVIL RIGHTS FIGHT

DETROIT, Jan. 1 — Speaking to a large audience of 
workers and students in the SWP hall here Wednesday 
night, V. R. Dunne delivered a ringing call to the American
w o rk in g  people to f ig h t  back in®  
defense o f th e ir  c iv il r ig h ts One pa rt o f th is  lie  is tha t the 

Am erican ru lin g  class and its  
governm ent agents stand fo r dem­
ocracy and c iv il r ig h ts : the other 
p a rt is tha t S ta lin ’s Russia is a 
land o f Socialism and th a t S ta lin ­
ism stands fo r  communism. No 
real progress in the c iv il r ig h ts  
f ig h t can be made u n til the mass-

againSt a ll the forces o f reaction 
a tta ck in g  them. He urged the 
organ iza tion  o f resistance to the 
freedom -haters and the b u ild in g  
o f a un ited f ro n t by everyone who 
w ants  c iv il r ig h ts . “ W e stand fo r  
c iv i l r ig h ts  fo r  a ll,”  lie said.

The m ain enemy is “ organized 
cap ita l —  the ruth less in d u s tria l- es recognize the fa ls ity  o f these 
ists, bankers, landlords, w h ite  su-| contentions.
prem acists and race haters wh©! M ak ing  i t  c lear th a t he was not 
have opened a long range cam- a tta ck in g  the Com m unist P a rty  
pa ign to  rob the w orkers o f a ll rank and f ile , Dunne sha rp ly  de­
r ig h ts  everyw here," he continued, nounced the CP leadership ’s 
“ T h e ir  best helpers, because they treacherous ro le  on c iv il r ig h ts  
are no t so easily recognized, are in the M inneapolis t r ia l o f 1941 
the m otley crew o f yes-men and ( where 18 T ro tsky is ts  were con- 

who occupy h igh posts victed, w ith  the S ta lin is ts  ap-
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women
in  the  government, and the publi 
c ity  and educational systems.”  

The cap ita lis t-m inded  labo r bu­
reaucra ts were cited by Dunne as 
the  m ost dangerous obstacle in

p laud ing, under the sam e S m ith  
A c t wh ich was used to  persecute 
them  la s t year.

“ But everywhere th a t  our 
r ig h ts  are under assault, resist

th e  w ay o f a v ic to rious  s trugg le  ance js appearing,”  he declared, 
aga ins t the c a p ita lis t w itc h -h u n t -1  “ Jt js our job to organize th is  re-
ers. These o ffic ia ls  misuse the 
t ru s t  o f th e ir  members by ta k in g  
orders d irec t fro m  W ashington. 
H a v in g  abandoned a genuine f ig h t 
aga inst the T a ft-H a rt le y  A c t, 
they  are now t ry in g  to  ou tlaw  so­
cia lism  in the unions a t the b id ­
d ing  o f th e ir  State D epartm ent 
m asters. A ss is tin g  these attacks 
is the F B I, a p o lit ic a l police b u ilt  
on the pa tte rn  o f H i t le r ’s Ges­
tapo and S ta lin ’s GPU.

T h is  is the epoch o f the fan ta s­
t ic  double-lie, Dunne declared.

Schedule of Dunne's 
Tour on Civil Rights

B u ffa lo  —  Jan. 12.
Rochester —  Jan. 13.
B u ffa lo  —  Jan. 14.
Boston —  Jan. 15-1 6.
Lynn  —  Jan. 17.
W orcester — Jan. 18.
New B r ita in  —  Jan. 19.
New  Haven — Jan. 20.
New Y o rk  —  Jan. 21. 
P hiladelph ia  —  Jan. 27-28. 
New Y o rk  —  Feb. 3.

sistance in to  a m ig h ty  mass move­
m ent th a t w i l l  preserve and ex­
tend our c iv il r ig h ts . The T ro t­
sky is ts  w ill figh t, u n til th is  goal 
is won.”

Thursday evening Comrade 
Dunne spoke before a m eeting 
sponsored by the SW P Y outh  
Group, in s p ir in g  h is audience w ith  
an account o f the experiences o f 
the T ro tsky is ts -in  the M inneapolis 
labor m ovem ent, w h ich demon­
stra ted how much could be achiev­
ed by revo lu tiona ry  socialists 
th rough  perseverance and lo y a lty  
to th e ir  princip les.

S atu rday n ig h t lie was the 
guest o f D e tro it  SWP a t its  an­
nual New Y'ear’s Eve p a rty , and 
then he made p repara tions to con­
tinue  his to u r on beha lf o f c iv il 
r ig h ts  and socialism. Everyone 
who heard h im  in D e tro it  could 
understand w hy the employers 
and th e ir  flu n k ie s  have good rea­
son to fea r th is  man and his ideas.

T h is chart from  the December A F L  M on th ly  Survey te lls  the 
unemployment s to ry  o f the last 20 years.

F L IN T , Jan. 1 —  A ppea ring  in 
F lin t fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  in  sev­
era l years, V incent Dunne ad­

dressed an ove rflow  crowd o f auto 
workers, students and o ther F lin t, 
residents a t the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  H a ll. H is  ta lk  on c iv il 
r ig h ts  kep t the audience t i l l  the 
ea rly  hours o f the m orn ing , long 
a fte r  the m eeting had fo rm a lly  
adjourned.

Comrade Dunne’s excellent rep­
u ta tion  in the labor movertient 
was responsible fo r  the m ost suc­
cessful m eeting , the F jjh t  b ranch 
lias held in  the  las t y<jstr, Despite 
la y o ffs , the audience con tribu ted 

| $16 to help c a rry  on the ’f ig h t  o f 
the StVP fo r  c iv il r igh ts.'

V incen t Dunne’s characteriza­
tion  o f the trade union bureaucra­
cy as “ labor lieutenan ts o f the 
State D epartm ent”  m et w ith  
hearty  accord w ith  those present. 
Dunne dem onstrated how these 
labor leaders even ape the State 
D epartm ent ‘lo y a lty ’ p rogram  in 
p u rg in g  opposition fro m  the un­
ions.

The “ lo y a lty ”  purge, Dunne 
showed, is on ly  the f i r s t  step o f 
W a ll S tree t’s drive  to p reven t the 
rank and f i le  fro m  organ iz ing  to  
f ig h t  the tw in  evils o f w a r and 
the im pending economic cris is.

The response to Dunne is in d i­
cative th a t m any F lin t  w orkers 
are conscious o f w ha t is occu rring

in W ashington and w an t to  know  
how they can f ig h t  back.

TO LE D O , Dec. 27 —  “ The gov­
ernm ent ‘lo y a lty ’ purge and w itc h ­
hun t stem d irec tly  from  W a ll 
S tree t’s W ashington agents’ plans 
fo r  a T h ird  W orld  W ar,”  stated 
V incent R. Dunne a t his m eeting 
ton igh t a t the F o r t M eigs Hotel.

“ They do no t w a n t to embark 
on th is  voyage o f w orld -w ide con­
quest u n t il they have b rough t the 
A m erican; labor movement to 
heel/.* he said. The audience o f 
Toledo w o rke rs  listened a tte n tive ­
ly  to h is  ta lk  on ’“ Labor and C iv il 
R igh ts ”  and rem ained to  ask 

. quegtion^- o f " the speaker.
| The ro le  played by  m ost union 
I leaders today was described by 
Dunne in sharp term s. “ They have 
trans fe rre d  the w itch -h u n tin g  in ­
to the unions; ‘ lo y a lty ’ oaths, p u r­
ges and red-hunts are a ll pa rts  
o f the State D epartm ent’s plans 
to tam e the w orkers and are weak­
ening the unions,”  he said.

The audience responded gen­
erously to  a plea fo r  funds to 
help c a rry  on the w ork  o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty . The Dunne 
m eeting was noted in  both Toledo 
da ily  papers where he was de­
scribed as an ou ts tand ing  labo r 
leader from  the northwest.

Bolivia Tin Miners 
Fight Repressions

In  B o liv ia , another semUcolo- 
n ia l coun try  subjected to  im pe­
r ia l is t  dom ination , the t in  m iners 
are pay ing  w ith  th e ir  lib e r ty  and 
blood as w e ll as sweat fo r  th e ir  
e ffo r ts  to  live  like  human beings.

When they s truck  last M ay fo r  
be lte r liv in g  conditions, as we 
have reported previously, the 
sem i-feudal ru lin g  class massa­
cred hundreds o f them. In  add i­
tion  i t  has sent hundreds o f other 
m ilita n ts  to ro t in  the prisons and 
concentration camps, such as the 
one in La ja , w ith o u t any means 
of legal defense. Am ong them are 
Melquiades Luna and other w o rk ­
ing  class v ic tim s belonging to the 
POR (T ro ts k y is ts ).

G uille rm o Lora, a leader o f the 
M iners Federation and a member 
o f the Chamber o f Deputies, was' 
forced in to  exile and then his pa r- 
iam en ta ry  im m u n ity  was removed 
so th a t he could be tr ie d  fo r  the 
“ crim e”  o f lead ing the m iners in  
s trugg le .

Now Lo ra  has w r itte n  a le tte r  
to the B o liv ian  ambassador in 
U ruguay, where he is exiled, ask­
in g  fo r  perm ission to re tu rn  to 
R o liv ia  to defend h im se lf and the 
im prisoned m iners.

We don’t know w hat the rep ly  
was or w ill be, i f  any. B u t we 
doubt th a t the ru lin g  o liga rchy 
w ill welcome a defense which i t  
•knows would t r y  to  b rin g  in to  the 
open the whole t ru th  about the 
governm ent’s s trikeb rea k ing  re ­
pression o f the workers and its  
submissiveness to the na tive  m in ­
ing  lords, and U . S. im p e ria lis t in ­
terests Who dom inate the country,

! It.isfcfhe du ty  o f w orkers every- 
! where to  raise th e ir  voices in  soli- 
| d a r ity  w ife  the  B o liv ian  t in  m in ­
ers who have been v ic tim ized  in  
the  catfee o f labo r everywhere —  
the s trugg le  fo r  decent l iv in g  
conditions.

*  *  *

One more th in g  about B o liv ia : 
M y  a rtic le  in  the Oct. 31 issue, 
ca llin g  a tten tion  to  Juan Rey’s 
slanderous statem ents aga inst the 
B o liv ian  T ro tsky is ts  in  Labor A c ­
tion , has been “ answered”  by  Rey 
in the Dec. 5 issue o f th a t paper.

T lje  m ain po in t o f m y a rtic le  
was to prove the m alicious fa ls ity  
o f Rey’s charge th a t the POR

FBI Commits Crimes, Gets Away With It
(Continued from  page 1)

stroyed m any o f the w ire tap p in g  
records in the case. He swore th a t 
the  records contained no th ing  o f 
“ va lue”  and th a t the F B I d idn ’t  
use such m a te ria l fo r  developing 
evidence in  prosecutions anyway. 
H e  d idn ’t  exp la in  w hy, i f  th a t is 
tru e , they even bothered ta k in g  
i t  down.

L a te r, however, F le tche r adm it 
ted under cross-exam ination, th a t 
where an “ im p o rta n t clue”  is re ­
vealed th rough  w ire tap p in g  the 
F B I  uses it .

D A M N IN G  A D M IS S IO N S
A la n  H. Belm ont, boss o f the 

F B I  N ew  Y ork  D iv is ion, tes tifie d  
too b u t claimed a loss o f m em ory 
when asked the names o f the 
agents who had tapped the 
phones. L a te r on, however, some 
30 F B I agents who had engaged 
in  th is  w o rk  were compelled to 
sub m it a ff id a v its .

On Dec. 21 F B I A ge n t T. Scott 
M il le r  was asked by Judge Ryan 
i f  he had no t known, a t the f i r s t  
Coplon t r ia l ,  th a t several F B I 
agents were g u ilty  o f evasion on 
M ay 13 when they said they had 
“ n& know ledge”  o f w ire tapp ing . 
M il le r  answered th a t in M ay he 
had had “ no personal know ledge”  
abou t it .

A  l i t t le  w h ile  la te r, however, 
M il le r  adm itted  under defense

question ing th a t he h im se lf— last 
F e b ru a ry !— had destroyed reports  
o f conversations obtained by w ire ­
tap p in g  in the Coplon case.

On Dec. 27 i t  was disclosed th a t 
the F B I had learned th rough  
w ire tap p in g  th a t Jud ith  Coplon 
planned to  take a t r ip  fro m  W ash­
ington to  New Y o rk  on M ar. 4, 
the day when she was arrested 
in the company o f Gubitchev. Th is 
blasted to  sm ithereens the F B I’s 
cla im  tha t i t  had learned “ no th ­
ing  o f value”  in the case through 
w ire tapp ing .

A no ther example o f p e r ju ry  
was the tes tim ony on Dec. 28 o f 
F B I A gent R ichard E. Brennan 
th a t he knew las t F eb ru a ry  th a t 
the Coplon w ire  was tapped. A t  
the f ir s t  t r ia l  on M ay 3, how­
ever. Brennan had sworn th a t he 
had “ no knowledge”  about any 
w ire tapp ing .

F L A G R A N T  E V A S IO N
Special assistants W hea rty  and 

Kelley, who had ru n  the govern­
m ent’s case aga inst M iss Coplon, 
had no t opened themselves to 
charges o f d irec t p e rju ry . B u t 
they were c e rta in ly  g u ilty  o f eva­
sion, a t the ve ry  least. W h e a rty ’s 
sum m ation in the f i r s t  t r ia l in ­
cluded these rem arks:

“ W hat made her [M iss Coplon] 
th in k  her line  was tapped? W hat 
reason would she have to th in k ,

i f  i t  w asn 't a consciousness o f 
g u ilt, a consciousness o f the ac­
t iv i t y  in  which she was engaged—  
why should a th in g  come across 
her m ind, a th in g  o f th is  n a tu re ? ”

W hea rty , i t  is im p o rta n t to 
note, had objected to  any ques­
tio n in g  about w ire tap p in g  in  th a t 
t r ia l .  So did K e lley , who a t th a t 
tim e  was asked i f  he would deny 
th a t w ire tap p in g  had been com­
m itted  and had answered on ly  
th a t “ I  have no knowledge a t a ll 
about it ,  s ir, and we w il l  no t have 
be lie f o r speculation.”

W H A T  W O U LD  H A P P E N ?
O nly a sm all p a rt o f th is  sor­

did s to ry  has come ou t in to  the 
open; the judge forbade the press 
to p r in t  a ll the fac ts  unearthed 
through the F B I a ff id a v its . B u t 
enough has come ou t so th a t im ­
p o rta n t conclusions can be drawn, 
especially i f  the fo llo w in g  ques­
tions are asked:

W ha t would happen to  a rad ica l 
who broke the law  (as the F B I 
did by w ire ta p p in g ) ? W ould he 
be prosecuted fo r  it ,  no m a tte r 
how t r i f l in g  o r un in ten tiona l the 
v io la tion , or would he not?

W ha t would happen to a rad ica l 
who evaded d irec t questions in  
court, as F B I agents and gov­
ernm ent o ff ic ia ls  did?

W hat would happen to  a rad ica l I

who com m itted p e rju ry , as F B I 
agents did?

Everybody knows the answers 
to  these questions, ju s t as every­
body knows th a t the man who 
authorized these crim es by the 
F B I was rewarded w ith  a seat on 
the Supreme Court.

In  the cu rre n t issue o f C on fi­
dentia l —  From  W ashington, a 
pub lica tion  o f ’ the George W ash­
ing ton  U n iv e rs ity  V ic to ry  Council,

I there is an a rtic le  in  which F B I 
boss J. E dgar Hoover dons a “ l ib ­
e ra l”  pose and says he is “ em­
p h a tic a lly ”  opposed to  establish­
in g  “ a na tiona l police system to 
handle the Com m unist menace.”

HO O VER’S DEM AG O G Y
S etting  up such a system and 

v io la tin g  freedom o f speech fo r 
“ com m unists,”  he said piously, 
“ would mean the tea ring  o f law  
enforcem ent from  its  democratic 
m a tr ix  and the creation o f a ‘state 
w ith in  a state,’ or a law enforce­
ment system unresponsive to  the 
w ill o f the m a jo rity , and obeying 
only the dicta tes o f the govern­
in g  few .”

B ut when the F B I operates a 
nationw ide sendee o f in fo rm ers 
p lanted in  labo r organ izations and 
assigned to spy on the  m ost in ­
tim a te  details o f people’s person­
al lives, when i t  v io la tes w ith  im ­
p u n ity  the laws i t  is  supposed to  I

uphold —  w ha t m ore f i t t in g  name 
can be applied to i t  than a p o lit ­
ica l police system opera ting  in  
d isregard o f the laws b ind ing  on 
the m a jo r ity , and responsible on ly  
to the govern ing few , inc lud ing  
Hoover h im se lf?

I f  the F B I doesn’t  f i t  tha t de­
scrip tion , then ne ithe r do H it le r ’s 
Gestapo and S ta lin ’s GPU. A nd 
i f  the A m erican w o rk ing  class 
doesn’t awaken to the menace o f 
the Departm ent o f Justice’s in ­
fringem ents on dem ocratic r ig h ts ,

“ re fra ined  fro m  a tta ck in g  S ta lin ­
ism and Peronism ”  u*hen i t  called 
fo r  un ited f ro n t  action against 
the governm ent w ith  the bourge­
o is-na tiona lis t N a tiona l Revolu 
tio n a ry  M ovem ent (M N R ) and 
the S ta lin is t-con tro lled  P a rty  o f 
the R evo lu tionary L e ft  (P IR ).

In his “ answer,”  Rey never even 
mentions, let alone discusses, th is  
question. He was caught w ith  the 
goods and couldn’t w igg le  out, 
B ut observant readers w ill under­
stand th a t his silence on th is  po in t 
speaks louder than a m illio n  
words. The fa c t tha t he doesn’t  
even have the decency to apolog­
ize fo r his d is to rtions  o f the facts 
con firm s the suspicion th a t they 
were de liberate and blows to 
pieces his self-avowed cla im  to 
“ o b je c tiv ity .”

The Strikes 
In Argentina

The g row ing  wave o f s trikes  in 
A rge n tin a , waged in defiance o f 
the Peron governm ent and the 
I ’ eron-contro lled General Labor 
Confederation, is  dealing heavy 
blows not on ly to  the government, 
but to  the concept o f Peronism as 
an in te rm ed ia ry  force between or 
above classes and dedicated to  the 
in te res t o f the “ na tion ”  and “ so­
cia l jus tice .”  Illu s ions  and dema­
gogy can’t, in  the  long run, re ­
place the fac t th a t the “ na tion ”  is 
composed o f classes w ith  antago­
n is tic  interests.

The s trikes  are showing every­
one th a t the so-called “ th ird  
fo rce”  o f Peronism  is an in s tru ­
m ent o f the ru lin g  class. A s class 
con trad ic tions and strugg les shar­
pen, the Peron governm ent sides 
not w ith  the explo ited masses, the 
soul and body o f the rea l nation, 
bu t w ith  the exp lo iters. The re ­
cent tw o-m onth  s tr ik e  o f 90,000 
sugar p la n ta tio n  w orkers in the 
no rthe rn  provinces o f Taeuman, 
J u ju y  and Salta was a good ex­
ample. The Peron governm ent 
outlawed the s tr ike , a rre s tin g  
some o f its  leaders and doing 
eve ry th in g  possible to  break it. 
The fa c t th a t the s tr ik e  was not 
smashed was due on ly to the m il i­
tancy and s o lid a rity  o f the w o rk ­
ers.

The la tes t developments not 
on ly  have exposed the demagogy 
o f the Peronists seeking to con­
fuse the w orkers  fo r  the ends o f 
the ru lin g  class. They have also 
s truck a crush ing  b low  to the i l ­
lusions o f those petty-bourgeo is 
na tion a lis t forces (in c lud in g  some 
who ca ll themselves M a rx is ts ) 
who pu t g re a t hopes in  A rge n tin e  
c a p ita lis t e ffo r ts  a t in d u s tr ia liz a ­
tion  as a means o f b reak ing  o r 
loosening the chains o f im p e ria l­
is t  dom ination no t on ly  over A r ­
gen tina ’s na tiona l life , b u t even 
a ll o f L a tin  Am erica.

W hat these people fa iled  to un ­
derstand is th a t th is  is an epoch 
no t on ly  o f im p e ria lis t con tro l but 
o f the chronic and incurable de­
cay o f cap ita lism  as a w o rld  sys­
tem. U nder these conditions even 
an advanced and aggressive semi­
colonial bourgeoisie, such as in 
A rgen tina , is not in a position to 

I rea lize h is to ric  tasks o f emanci

Sees Two Errors 
In Article on 
War and Negroes
E d ito r :

In the a rtic le  “ W ar and The 
Negro People’ ’' by J. B lake in 
T ile  M ilita n t o f Dec. 20, there 
are two erro rs, one a m is-s ta te ­
ment o f fac t, the o ther an in ­
correct po litica l estim ation . I feel 
these should be corrected.

B lake w rite s , “ Randolph’s main 
concern is the pro tection  o f the 
in te rests o f U. S.- im peria lism . . .”  
Th is is no t true . Randolph’s m ain 
a im  is to become the ou tstand ing 
leader o f the Negro people in  the 
Jtojfted States. I seriously doubt 
th a t lie; is m otiva ted in h is actions 
p r in c ip a lly  because o f his concern 
w ith  the in te rests  o f W a ll S treet. 
A t  the same tim e, Ins po licy and 
actions .lead to an ob jective sup­
po rt o f U .  S- im peria lism . Ran­
dolph. like  most union ■ leaders 
today, is hoping th a t by support­
ing  the fo re ign  po licy  o f big 
business be can ga in a concession 
o r two fro m  them , an easing o f 
J im  Crow res tric tio ns , etc.

In another p a r t o f the a rtic le  
the resu lts  o f the 1017 Russian 
Revolution are described in such 
a w ay as to run  the danger o f 
m isunderstanding th is  t i t a n i c  
event. B lake W'l-ites, “ . .  . which in ­
s titu ted  fundam ental progressive 
re form s a fte r  the 1017 revo lu ­
tion . . .”  (m y  em phasis). I am 
certa in  th a t Comrade Blake does 
not mean to characterize the 
revo lu tiona ry  changes as re form s 
in the sense th a t th a t word is 
genera lly  used. However, the 
statem ent is subject to m is ­
in te rp re ta tion .

The policies o f the leaders o f 
the Negro and w o rke r masses 
have a two-sided character. On 
the one band, they fe a r an o u t­
r ig h t s trugg le  against the ca p ita l­
ist class. B u t on the other, they 
owe th e ir positions as leaders o f 
the w orkers to  the. fa c t th a t they 
come from  and are based upon 
the mass its e lf. T h is  la tte r  fac to r, 
so fu l l  o f con trad ic tions in then- 
policies, w i l l  lead to th e ir  rep lace­
ment by o ther leaders, more 
honest, m ore da rin g  and more 
capable o f fu lf i l l in g  the needs and 
wishes o f the mass themselves.

M ilto n  A lv in ,
Toledo, O.

Ed. N o te : In  a il fa irness to 
Comrade Blake, i t  should be said 
tha t ne ithe r o f the fo rm u la tions  
objected to was p rin ted  in  ex ­
act!) the fo rm  she herse lf used 
in 1,or a rtic le . T h is  was due to a 
lack o f space, which made it 
necessary to  ed it the a rtic le  fo r  
the purpose o f condensing it .  
Comrade Blake gave us pe rm is­
sion to do th is, but u n fo rtu n a te ly  
had no o p po rtu n ity  to re-exam ine 
the shortened a rtic le  before it 
went to press.

However, we do not find Com­
rade A lv in ’s specific c ritic ism s 
apply, a lthough we agree w ith  
much o f w h a t he says. I t  is true  
tha t sub jective ly  Randolph’s main 
a im  is to become recognized as 
the ou ts tand ing  Negro leader. 
B u t th a t does not con flic t w ith  
the view  th a t ob jective ly  (to  quote 
the whole sentence) “ Randolph’s 
m ain concern [w ith  regard to the 
w a r! is  the p ro tection  o f the in ­
terests o f U . S. im p e ria lism ; 
that is why he is w illin g  to subor­
dinate the. in terests o f the  masses 
in th is cou n try .”

A care fu l re -e x a m in a tio n  of 
th is  fo rm u la tio n  leaves us w ith  
the opin ion that, w h ile  i t  m ig h t 
have been im proved by g rea te r 
e laboration along the lines sug­
gested by A lv in , i t  is fu n ­
dam enta lly  sound as a concise 
sta tem ent o f the objective ro le 
on tlie  w a r question played by the 
present N egro and labor leader­
ship.

W ith  regard  to h is  second 
po in t, i t  is true  th a t the s ta te ­
ment may be subject to  m is in ­
te rp re ta tion . Fundam ental p ro ­
gressive re fo rm s  in s titu ted  by 
the revo lu tiona ry  abo lition  o f 
cap ita lism  (w h ich  the a rtic le  was 
discussing) should not be con­
fused w ith  re fo rm s introduced 
w ith in  the fram ew ork  o f ca p ita l­
ism, w h ich ce rta in ly  cannot be 
fundam ental even i f  they m ay lie 
progressive. We agree tha t when 
the word “ re fo rm " is used —  and 
we see 110 good reason fo r  re ­
je c tin g  i t  as one o f the scientific  
designations fo r  the changes 
brought about by a revo lu tion  —  
its  context should make clear 
w hat i t  is ta lk in g  about. We 
th in k  th a t was the case in the 
a rtic le  be ing discussed.

THE M H I  TAN T A

then the F B I w ill develop more .• T f  + -t • *1, *, . . K pation. In  fact, i t  is the eontra-
and more in to  a rep lica o f the ,• .- _ . -,, , , .. „  “  IT I d ictions a ris in g  ou t o f the  death
Gestapo and the GI U. w ith  Hoo- , ___ -, ,. ,, , ,r  n o v m v  r»t c a p i t a l i s m  + l i o v o
ver p ro testing  a ll 
o f course he is

agony o f cap ita lism  th a t have 
played the greatest p a r t in  a r 

; res tin g  the g row th  and expansion 
opposed to the k ind o f system 0f  the A rge n tin e  in du s tria liza tio n  
which he heads. I plans.

the tim e  th a t 
“ em pha tica lly ” . '
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Detroit Reports 
Busy Week End of 
Literature Sales

L ite ra tu re  Agent II o « a r C 
Mason o f D e tro it reports  a busy 
week end o f lite ra tu re  sales fo l­

low ing  the success­
fu l conclusion o f thc- 
recent subscription 
cam paign fo r  Th< 
M ilita n t.

Here is the record 
On Saturday two 
copies o f The M ili 
tan t and a copy o 
the pam phlet, Am er 
lean W orkers Neer 
a Labor P a rly , were 
sold a t a meeting 

fe a tu r in g  Scott N earing .
On Sunday th ree Labor P arty  

pam phlets and a M ilita n t were 
sold at a ipeeting o f B riggs  U A W  
Local 212. A t  Budd U A W  Local 
300. a copy o f F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l, two I^abor P a rty  pam ph­
lets and 14 M ilita n ts  were sold; 
a t Dodge U A W  Local 3, two 
M ilita n ts ; a t a m eeting o f the 
N A A O P , three M ilita n ts  and five 
copies o f The S trugg le  fo r  Negro 
E q u a lity ; and at an A ll - Slav 
F estiva l sponsored by the S ta l­
in ists, one M ilita n t and nine 
copies o f the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tional.

“ T h is  las t d is tr ib u tio n  was 
especially p leasing,”  w r i t e s  
Howard. “ We have been t ry in g  
to get in to  contact th rough  d is­
trib u tio n s  w ith  some o f the 
language groups in  the c ity . T h is  
is the most successful a ttem pt to 
date.”  The artic les  on T ito ism  and 
S talin ism  were>of special in te res t 
to ilmse who came to  the m eet­
i n g .

“ Last week,”  continues Howard, 
“ a couple o f comrades covered a 
m eeting o f Chu Tong, ed ito r o f 
The Chinese D a ily  News. They 
sold tw o F ourth  In te rna tiona ls , 
fou r M ilita n ts  and three copies 
o f the pam phlet, L e tte r to A m er­
ican Negroes.

“ The you th  section has now 
established re g u la r sales o f our 
lite ra tu re  each Thursday on the 
campus o f W ayne U n ive rs ity . 
These are go ing w e ll. Last week 
fhey sold e igh t M ilita n ts .”

T h a t’s good going fo r  the 
members o f the M ilita n t A rm y  
n the D e tro it area. How about 

some o f the rest o f you o ilin g  up 
vour typ e w rite rs  o r g e ttin g  a re ­
f il l fo r  the old ba il-p o in t pen and 
le tt in g  us know  how you r record 
compares w ith  th a t o f the D e tro it 
comrades ?

J. S. o f Canada sent S8 to 
renew his subscrip tion to The 
M ilhnn t and Fourth  In te rn a ­
tiona l, a lthough the cost fo r  the 
two publications in com bination 
is on ly  $4. “ Buy a few  stam ps,”  
he w rite s , “ fo r  w h a t’s over. I 
a lways w ish I  could g ive more 
and maybe I  could, bu t m y earn­
ing power is g e ttin g  p re tty  
nearly  exhausted T guess at the 
age o f past 73. M y  w ife  is alm ost 
76 too, but both o f us are going- 
strong ye t and hope to see a 
taste o f socialism  yet. T ha t w ill 
be our heaven.”

Thanks a lo t, J. S. T h a t’s the 
s p ir it  tha t keeps The M ilita n t on 
the fir in g  line.

L. B. Courts, an old - tim e 
Socia lis t o f S haronville , Ohio, 
and an active supporte r o f The 
M ilita n t, w rite s  us about the 
g row ing  danger fro m  the Catholic 
h ie ra rchy to the Am erican tra d i­
tion o f keeping church and state 
separate. l ie  also th in ks  (hat 
Am erican im peria lism  should stay 
out o f China and hopes th a t out 
of the present tu rm o il there , the 
w o rk ing  class can come to power.

S. I I .  o f New Jersey fo rg o t to 
send in his renewal when his 
subscrip tion exp ired, remember- 
ine it  on ly  a few  weeks la ter. 
“ K in d ly  m ail the num bers I  m iss­
ed so fa r , ”  he asks, “ as I ’m eager 
fo r  the general analysis o f events 
as seen th rough  the eye o f you r 
w onderfu l paper.”

We were so rry  lo  lea rn  from  
W in ifre d  Nelson, L i t e r a t u r e  
Agent o f SI. Paul, th a t J. P. 
Rasmussen o f Siren, W is., died 
recently. “ He was a socia lis t in 
I he old country . And now in  his 
la te r years he has read The M i l i ­
tant fa ith fu l ly ,  a w a itin g  its  
a rr iv a l eagerly  each week. Com­
rade Rasmussen was one o f the 
many friends who, taken collec- 
tive ly , he lp  such a great, deal in 
the s trugg le  fo r  socialism .”
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Pa'/c Three*

*Social Scientists7and Labor
“ Surp lus-product m ust have been produced by the slave, or 

the slave-owner would no t have kep t any slaves. Surplus- 
product m ust have been produced by the serf, o r serfdom  
would have been o f no use to  the landed ge n try . S urp lus-pro­
duct, on ly  to a considerably g rea te r extent, is likew ise p ro ­
duced by the wage w orkers, o r the ca p ita lis t would have no 
need to buy labo r power. The class s trugg le  is no th ing  else 
than the s trugg le  fo r  surp lus-product. He who owns surp lus- 
jtroduct is m aster o f the s itu a tio n — owns wealth , owns the 
state, has the key to the church, to the courts, to the sciences 
and to the a rts .”

—  Leon T ro tsky , M arxism  in the U n ited  States, 1939.

LENIN

In the Shadow of the Blackjack
Every union man and woman, and every 

liberal fo r that matter, must view with 
the gravest alarm the threats of violence 
against the Socialist Workers Party by 
the officialdom of the A FL seamen’s un­
ion. Responsible and progressive elements 
regardless of political beliefs, cannot be 
complacent towards an attempt to de­
prive a woi'king class party of the rights 
of free speech and press by threats of 
brute force and raids on its headquarters. 
A ll m inority opinion and organizations 
are threatened with intim idation and, in 
effect, w ith  suppression by these power- 
mad gangsters in control of the A FL sea­
men’s union.

This is no private feud between the 
Socialist Workers Party and the Hall- 
Lundeberg gang. The facts in the case 
have been established at great length in 
The M ilitant. The waterfront lives under 
“ The Shadow of the Blackjack,”  as the 
offic ia l organ of the independent Marine 
Firemen’s Union puts it. Strikebreaking, 
union-raiding and the brutal suppression 
o f rank and file  criticism have become 
the primary strategy of the Hall-Lunde- 
berg machine.

Not only critics, but even those who 
dare ask “ points of information”  or pre­
sume to th ink differently than the ad­
ministration, are pulled o ff ships, ex­

pelled from the union by kangaroo courts 
and driven out of the industry. The of­
ficia l union papers, which prohibit all.free 
expression by the ranks, aye jammed w ith 
“ confessions”  and “ retractions”  by ter­
rorized workers, a spectacle that strongly 
parallels the procedure in the blighted 
lands under Stalin’s control.

Above all, this unscrupulous, dictator­
ial machine cannot tolerate any free and 
open discussion which would lead to an 
exposure of its notorious anti-labor prac­
tices. This suppression has partially suc­
ceeded with in the union because of the 
machine’s control of the jobs and liveli­
hoods of the seamen. But i t  has no such 
power over the Socialist Workers Party. 
None of the thought-control, police-state 
bans decreed against Trotskyists in the 
SIU and SUP can silence the press of 
the SWP.

In attempting to censor the press of 
the SWP by threats of violence these 
pint-sized Hitlers are exceeding their 
“ jurisdiction,”  to say nothing of running 
counter to the Constitution of the United 
States. This constitution guarantees the 
righ t of free speech and free press, and 
we aim to exercise them, w ith or without 
permission from Hall and Lundeberg. We 
believe that liberal and progressive labor 
opinion w ill back us up in this.

The Biggest Lie of A l l
“ We enjoy more personal liberty in the 

United States today than ever before,”  
boasted Truman in his “ State of the Un­
ion”  message. You don’t  have to go fa r­
ther than Washington, D. C.„ where Tru­
man spoke, to know he lied.

Can a Negro sit anywhere on a bus in 
Washington? Can he eat in any restau­
rant, get a room in any hotel, send his 
children to any public school, live in any 
residential area, work in any government 
department? Would Truman like to take 
a poll of the Negro people in Washington 
about whether they are enjoying “ more 
personal liberty than ever before” ?

Would he be w illing to submit the ques­
tion to government employees in Wash­
ington? I f  they weren’t  too scared the 
FB I might find out how they would an­
swer, they’d certainly not support Tru­
man’s boast. Washington is pervaded by 
an atmosphere of outright terror. Tru­
man’s “ loyalty”  purge, w ith its FBI wire- 
tappers and snoopers, its dismissals w ith ­
out charges and open hearings, have made 
government employees afraid to open 
the ir mouths even in their own homes. 
They shake at the thought that maybe

some malicious person w ill send an anony­
mous letter to the FBI that they once 
subscribed to the Nation magazine or 
voted fo r Norman Thomas in 1932.

And this atmosphere has been spread­
ing like a poison cloud over the whole 
country. They are forcing scientists and 
educators to take “ loyalty”  oaths; they 
are ferreting through the lists of public 
school teachers fo r “ communists”  and 
“ subversives” ; they are fir ing  union m ili­
tants as “ poor security risks” and w riting  
purge clauses into union contracts to per­
m it corporations to kick out workers they 
accuse of “ disloyalty.”

“ Un-American activities”  investiga­
tions, frame-up “ conspiracy”  and spy 
trials, purges and “ loyalty” oaths, wire­
tapping and stoolpigeons—these scream 
at us every day from the newspapers 
and radios. And the source is the White 
House itself.

Who dares to speak as he chooses to­
day in America without fear of reprisal 
•—FBI investigation, loss of job, “ disloy­
a lty”  smear, even prison? That’s the 
“ personal liberty”  the average American 
now “ enjoys.”

Labor Faces Political Betrayal
A F L  President W illiam Green has giv­

en virtua l endorsement to the “ strategy”  
o f top Truman Democrats in Congress 
who have declared themselves opposed to 
any attempt to repeal the Taft-Hartley 
Act in this session.

Echoing the excuse of the Democratic 
leaders for abandoning the T-H repeal 
f ig h t fo r another year, Green said in a 
New Year’s statement that the prospects 
fo r repeal “ do not augur well fo r success 
a t the second session.”  He indicated the 
A F L  would not press fo r action.

Rather, he, said, “ labor’s best hope is 
fo r the election of a new Congress in 
November that w ill be committed to Taft- 
Hartley repeal.”  He failed to note that 
the present Democratic m ajority in Con­
gress is already “ committed to Taft-H art­
ley repeal.”

The Associated Press has reported that 
CIO President Philip Murray said last 
week that “ the Taft-Hartley Act w ill be 
repealed”  in this session. I f  Murray made 
th is statement, i t  can be considered con­
scious deception. He knows the Truman- 
ites in Congress don’t  intend to make any 
fig h t on Taft-Hartley. And certainly 
there’s no evidence that the CIO leaders 
intend to raise any serious fuss about it.

The Trumanites don’t  want the Slave 
Labor Law repealed—at least not in this 
session. They want i t  to remain as a cam­
paign issue around which to appeal for 
the election of more Democrats to Con­
gress next November. This is the real 
motivation of the Trumanite “ strategy,”

as the current United Mine Workers Jour­
nal correctly points out. “ I t  is evident the 
administration prefers to retain the 
NAM-T-H Law as an issue rather than 
make a genuine e ffo rt to get i t  o ff the 
statute books,”  says the Journal.

One of the main reasons why Truman 
isn’t  anxious to press the Taft-Hartley 
issue, and plans only to “ make the record” 
on civil rights legislation, is his desire to 
appease the powerful r ig h t wing of the 
Democratic Party, particularly the South­
ern Democrats. He knows that i f  Taft- 
Hartley repeal comes to a vote, a large 
number of Democrats w ill vote against 
repeal as they did last year.

And tha t’s one big reason why the un­
ion leaders like Green aren’t  anxious for 
the issue to come up fo r Congressional 
vote before the November elections. 
They’d have a hard time convincing un­
ion workers that Democrats who vote to 
keep Taft-Hartley are “ progressives”  and 
“ friends of labor.”

W ith few exceptions, the union leaders 
plan to support regular Democrats, no 
matter how corrupt and reactionary. This 
is indicated by the lis t of 26 Senators 
and 81 Representatives which the A F L ’s 
Political League has called on its mem­
bers to defeat next November. Of the 
26 Southern Democrats in the Senate, 
only one—Harry F. Byrd of V irginia, a 
b itte r foe of Truman—is on the list. And 
only two Southern Democratic members 
of the House, Chatham and Bulwinkle, 
both of North Carolina.

By F. Forest
The keynote s truck  at the an­

nual conventions of the high 
academic societies, inc lud ing the 
Am erican Economic Association, 
Economic H is to ry  Association, 
the In d u s tr ia l Relations Research 
Association, the Am erican P o li­
t ic a l Science Association and a 
dozen others, was s trong ly  an ti 
labor. Th is note was sounded on 
the firs t day o f th e ir conventions 
in  New Y o rk  C ity  and i t  con­
tinued throughout th e ir  fou r day 
sessions, Dec. 27-30.

No m a tte r /w he the r these top 
economists and se lf-s ty led  “ social 
sc ien tis ts”  dealt w ith  h is to ry  and 
economic progress o r present-day 
in fla t io n  and h igh m il ita ry  ex-> 
pend'tures, o r trends in the eco­
nomy and concentration o f eco­
nomic power, they found them ­
selves do ing no th ing  m ore o r ig in s ' 
♦Jiafi echoing B ig  B u s i n e s s ’ 
demand, fo r  a docile labo r force. 
No- Wonder th a t these savants 
abdicated so much o f th e ir  tim e 
in fa ’m r o f “ outside”  speaker's.

N A M  D A R L IN G  SP E A K S
Thus, a t the session on “ C a p ita l­

ism and Economic Progress," d is­
cussed under the jo in t  auspices 
o f the Am erican Economic Asso­
c ia tion and Economic H is to ry  
Association, and presided over 
bv the e rs tw h ile  libe ra l ( “ near- 
M a rx is t”  d u rin g  depression pe r­
iod) Louis M, Hacker, one o f the 
ch ie f speakers was George W. 
Terbough o f thfe reactionary M a­
chinery and A llied  Products In ­
s titu te .

This d a rlin g  o f the N A M  is 
called upon in any emergency to 
answer any and every eritje ism  
o f the “ free enterprise system .”  
In the New Deal days lie -w a s  
called upon to g ive B ig-Business’ 
answer to  the T N E C  find ings on 
tlie  concentration o f economic 
power. In  recent days he provided 
the answer to the Nathan report 
and “ proved”  th a t the steel 
barons could no t “ a ffo rd ”  the 
pension plan. He asked the 
audience “ to  re la x ”  and tre a t 
what: he had to  say as a sermon. 
And a sermon against “ the con- 
sp 'racy o f • the unions and the 
governm ent”  aga inst “ p riva te  in ­
centives to en terprise”  i t  was.

There were years when these 
cm  volitions used to be presented

w ith  some o rig in a l studies th a t 
helped to e la r ify  the trends in 
the economy, the re la tions  o f 
social forces, and even to cha l­
lenge o r a t least c ritic ize  the 
m onopolist powers. Those days, 
however, seem to have ended. 
W hat we witnessed th is  year was 
the spectacle o f a John Foster 
Dulles and o f a brass ha t speak­
ing o f a “ hypo the tica l”  enemy, 
and o f em inent names in the eco­
nomic fie ld  abandoning th e ir  
find ings o f years fo r  the sake o f 
“ peace.”

Thus E. H. Cham berlin of 
H arvard U n ive rs ity , who had in 
fluenced Am erican e c o n o m i c  
thought fo r  more than a decade 
as th e ’'fa th e r  o f the theory o f 
“ Im perfect C om pe tition ," n o w 
rose to s tate tha t i t  had been 
w ide!y“ m isunderstood”  and w rong 
theories o f “ exp lo ita tio n ”  derived 
from  it .  Cham berlin adm itted that 
monopoly has been “ bu ilt in to ”  
the economy, but insisted at the 
same tim e tha t “ the w e lfa re  state 
ideal its e lf  involves both com­
petition  and monopoly,”  and 
henee i t  “ is no longer c lear where 
we should move”  —  to more com­
pe tition  or more monopoly. Th»‘- 
con tribu tion  was about as useful 
as" m is t o f the others.

P A T H E T IC  L E V E L
A bout a ll th a t was le f t  o f

libe ra l though t were appeals 
against considering Keynes as p 
“ r in is te r  rev iva l o f M arx in 
modern dress.”  The pa thetic  leve1 
to which libe ra l th in k in g  has sunk 
can host be illu s tra te d  bv the 
session on “ Economic . Power 
Blocs and Am erican C ap ita lism ,”  
in which m ost o f “ the a llied social 
science association” ' pa rtic ipa ted  
inc lud ing the Am erican Economic 
Association, Am erican P o litica l 
Science Association, Am erican 
Sociological Society and the Tn- 
d u s tra l Relations Research Asso- 

iation.
Lest any unsuspecting reader 

th in k  th a t th is  top ic  re ferred 
A merman cap ita lism ’s re la tions t r  
o ther cap ita lis t powers, let me 
hasten to assure tha t in “ scien­
t if ic ' ’ iingo “ economic power 
blocs”  means “ in te res t groups”  
and —  you can guess i t  —  tha t 
the most po w e rfu l “ economic 
bloc”  against w h ich the ent re 
session was directed was —  labor.

Labor’s s treng th  so frigh tened  
J. .1. Spongier, professor at the 
“ H a rva rd , o f the South”  (D uke 
U n iv e rs ity ), tha t he foresees the 
“ decline”  o f the whole world as 
a result o f it .  He concluded that 
because la h *r is so numerous and 
because it votes, i( is  a potent 
“ power economic b loc" in fluenc ing  
economic decisions “ on high p o li­
tica l levels.”  Moreover, he con­
tinued, labor is so strong that 
even when laws are enacted 
against i t  they are unenforce­
able.: “ N e ith e r the T a ft-H a rt le y  
Ac! nor the Government Facl- 
F in d x g  Boards have changed the 
streng th  o f labor.”  Spongier 
could th in k  o f no panaceas, but 
fe ll that i f  P rofessor Lindbloom 
was r ig h t  in his book on Unions 
and Capita lism  the “ unions are 
incom patib le w ith  p riva te  ca p ita l­
ism .”

PI T IF U L  B L IN D N E S S
W ith in  the ranks o f some 4,000 

people a ttend ing  these conven­
tions there are qu ite  sharp caste 
d is tinctions. There is the top 1% 
wh« have climbed as h igh as the 
academic ladder w ill take them, 
who have become members o f the 
Executive Boards o f these o r­
ganizations and who t r y  to make 
contacts in  the w orld  o f .finance 
w il l i  ph ilan th rop is ts  to endow 
academic chairs,

Then there is another 2%  who 
are fle d g lin g  ' “ social scientists”  
who came as “ discussants”  — 
tha t "s, they come prepared, w ith  
papers th a t ostensib ly take^ issue 
w ith  the papers o f the older men 
o r inv ited speakers, bu t which in  
re a lity  kow tow  to them. And 
fin a lly  there is the 97% rank and 
file  who have very  poor teaching 
jobs, o r none a t a ll, and who hope 
to im prove th e ir  lo t by “ con­
ta c tin g ”  the r ig h t  people and 
m aking a good impression. When 
(Tmiueh back slapp ing o f the r ig h t 
persons has taken place, they 
wander hack to the discussion 
room to berate labo r themselves 
o r applaud those who do.

The p it i fu l th ing  about (he ir 
behavior is tha t they, like  the 
la lio r movement, are v ic tim s  o f 
cap ita lis t insecu rity  and have 
eve ry th ing  to  ga in by a lly in g  
themselves w ith  the w orkers  in 
a s trugg le  to reconstruct society 
in th e ir common in terests.

THE STRANGE CASE OF 
GENERAL TA

Where Yugoslav Policy 
Is Ba sically at Fault

The A m erican S ta lin is ts  are ap­
pa ren tly  try in g  to  make up fo r 
iosi tim e in ly in g  about and 
s landering Yugoslavia. They now 
let no op po rtu n ity  s lip . And the 
la test occasion has been provided 
them by the projected $25,000,000 
loan by the W orld  Bank o f Y ugo­
slavia —  which has ye t Hb' he 
concluded, in c iden ta lly  —i and the 
s ig n in g  o f t t a  trade agrta lAetit 
w ith  B rita in .

Here, shrieks the D a ily  W orker, 
is p roof positive th a t T itq  - is  a 
“ fasc is t,”  th a t he is being "paid 
o f f  fo r  “ services rendered”  to  im ­
peria lism , and so on. T h is  kind 
o f tr ip e  is becoming harder and 
harder fo r  the S ta lin is ts  to 
peddle to th e ir  own fo llow ing . I t  
is w e ll known th a t the economic 
blockade imposed by S ta lin  and, 
on his orders, by the sa te llite  
countries has made i t  necessary 
fo r  Y ugoslavia  to seek loans 
ubroad and to enter in to  trade 
agreements w ith  W estern Europe.

In general i t  would no t have 
been possible fo r  the Y’ ugoslavs 
as fo r  the o ther E as t European 
countries, to ge t along w ithou t 
trade ties and cred its w ith  the 
West. S ta lin ’s po licy o f blockade 
has made them im pera tive  fo r  
Yugoslavia. The degree to which 
the Y'ugoslavs have become more 
dependent economically on the

U n ited States and W estern ca p ita l­
ism genera lly  is  p r im a r ily  the 
handiwork o f the K rem lin .

To blame the Yugoslavs, fo r  
en te ring   ̂in to  trade agreements 
o r tak in g  loans is to blame them  
fo r  objective conditions over .which 
they have l i t t le  o r no c/AUrol.. 
There is f io th jiig  w hatever ie p re - 
jiens ble a b o u t‘th e ir  conduct here.

W hat is reprehensible is the 
po licy pursued T>y .B elgrade in 
abandoning in te rna tiona lism , in 
dropping the figh t fo r  the estab­
lishm ent o f the Balkan federa­
tion. When it  comes to  in te rn a ­
tionalism , the policies o f T ito  are 
hard to d is tingu ish  from  the 
policies o f Moscow. The K rem lin  
is b it te r ly  opposed to a Balkan 
federa tion ; the T ito is ts  favo r it 
bu t do noth ing to prom ote it .

W ith o u t appealing to  the in ­
te rna tiona l w o rk in g  class and 
m ob iliz ing  its  support, the. posi­
tion o f Y ugoslavia  rem ains un j  
tenable. B u t in te rn a tio n a lly  the 
T ito is ts  continue to place stress 
o r th e ir  d ip lom atic  maneuvers, 
especially in the U n ited  Nations. 
K arde lj recently  ha iled Y ugo­
slavia 's success in ob ta in ing  a 
seat cm the Security  Council as 
a m a jo r v ic to ry , assuring Y ugo­
s lav ia ’s independence. Th is is a 
delusion. The fa te  o f Yugoslavia 
w ill be decided not in  the Security
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Council b u t on the fie ld o f the 
in te rna tiona l- class s trugg le .

One o f-th e  m a jo r weapons the 
Yugoslavs have in 7..their s trugg le  
against th e :'.jC:reiW)|n..,ijs the jji'o -  
g ram  o f the Baik&n Federation. 
To v igorously  prom ote such a 
program  is to arouse tremendous 
sym pathy and response among the 
mans o f "the  people no t alone in 
the Balkans b u t th roughou t 
Europe where the need o f Social­
is t confederation is being fe lt  
more and m ore u rg en tly . B u t,.to  
a ll in tents and purposes. Belgrade 
has dropped th is  pro ject com­
p lete ly .

A W E A P O N  N O T USED
The opposition o f the K rem lin  

and the h o s tility  o f the puppet, 
sa te llite  countries apparently  
settles th is  issue in t lie  eyes o f 
T ito  and his- theoretic ians. They 
see no po in t in  appealing to  the 
masses over the heads o f the 
S ta lin is t qu is lings. Instead of 
p rom oting  the cause o f the 
Balkar. Federation, they have 
resorted to such devices as 
dem anding payments from  H un­
gary o f w ar reparations.

The S ta lin is ts , especially in  th is  
country , are care fu l no t to a ttack  
th is  demand o f T ito , wh ich has 
no th ing w hatever in common w ith  
socialism . They keep mum fo r  the 
sim ple reason th a t the K rem lin  
its e lf  has been and w i l l  continue 
to ex to rt repara tions fro m  fo rm e r 
“ be llige ren t”  countries and s t ill 
hopes fo r  a w hopping indem nity  
from  Germany. In  th is  respect, 
too. the T ito is ts  show how deeply 
m ired they s t i l l  are in  the ideas 
and methods o f S ta lin ism , the 
on ly school o f po litics  th rough 
w ilic li they have passed.

S ta lin ism  has been w o rk in g  
m ig h t and m ain to  drive  the 
Yugoslavs in to  the embraces o f 
cap ita lism . Thus fa r  they Have 
fa iled . The T ito  reg im e has up 
t i l l  now cap itu la ted to ne ithe r 
the K re m lin  nor W ashington and 
London. B u t th e ir  po licy helps 
d rive  the masses, especially in 
Eastern Europe, in to  the hands 
o f S ta lin ism , o r a t best d isorients 
and demoralizes them . A t the 
same tim e, i t  drives Yugoslavia 
its e lf  deeper and deeper in to  a 
b lind-a lley.

A sharp tu rn  in Y’ugoslav 
po licy o ffe rs  the on ly way out. 
Yugoslav ia ’s road to sa lvation 
lies in a resolute tu rn  to  the in ­
te rna tiona l w o rk in g  class, l i f t in g  
once again the banner o f in te rn a ­
tiona lism  and v igorous ly  advanc­
ing  the fig h t fo r  the Socialist 
Balkan Federation.

By John G. W right

The Case o f General Y’a inashita by A. F ra n k  Reel is an excel­
le n tly  documented and eye-witness account o f the f ir s t  Am erican 
“ w a r crim es”  t r ia l .  I t  was staged under Gen. M a c A rth u r ’s orders 
in  M an ila  tow a rd  the end o f 1945. (U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago Press, 
1949. 324 pp., $4.)

The au thor, one o f the men assigned as defense counsel in  the 
case, was a p ra c tic in g  labor la w y e r in  Massachusetts before the w ar 
and b rings a crusader’s zeal to his tre a tm e n t o f the  subject.

In  Reel’s op in ion —  buttressed by facts, a rgum ents and detailed 
analysis —  the t r ia l  o f Y’am ashita was a lega l fa rce  —  “ un just, 
hyp ocritica l and v in d ic tive ." The defendant was deprived o f his most 
elem entary r ig h ts  and condemned u n ju s tly  by a m ilita ry  kangaroo 
court. When the ease came up fo r  review  before the U .'S . Supreme 
Court, tw o  Justices —  Rutledge and M urphy —  file d  d issenting op in­
ions to  the same e ffec t.

The defendant Y’am ashita did no t a rr iv e  in the P h ilipp ines u n t il 
ea rly  in  October 1944, th a t is, sh o rtly  before the un leashing o f the 
A m erican  o ffensive  fo r  the  recapture  o f these islands. He surrender­
ed in  September 1945. He was thus in  no w ay connected w ith  any 
f ig h t in g  in  the P h ilipp ines p r io r  to th a t tim e  o r w ith  the “ Bataan 
death m arch o f 1942.”

P r io r  to  his assignm ent to the P h ilipp ines, Y 'am ashita ’s active 
ro le  in  the w a r was confined to his fe a t in  the M alayan cam paign 
where w ith  30,000 troops he b lu ffe d  the B r it is h  in to  surrendering  
Singapore w ith  100,000 troops. T he re a fte r he was sent to  N o rth e rn  
M anchuria  where he d rille d  troops thousands o f m iles aw ay fro m  
the w ar fro n ts .

Y’am ashita was appa ren tly  in bad odor w ith  the re ig n in g  Jap ­
anese A rm y  circles, especially Tojo, and was being v ic tim ized  by 
them before he fe ll —  as a convenient scapegoat —  in to  the clutches 
o f the A m erican B ig  Brass, headed by M a cA rth u r.

Am ong the m ost f la g ra n t fea tu res o f h is t r ia l  was the na tu re  
o f “ evidence”  th a t was ru led admissible. M a c A rth u r in s tru c te d  the 
m il ita ry  commission o f f iv e  A m erican  generals to a d m it any and 
a ll evidence w h ich  “ in its  opin ion would be o f assistance in  p ro v in g  
o r d isp ro v ing  the charge, o r such as in the com m ission’s op in ion 
would have proba tive  value in the m ind o f a reasonable m an.”

Guided by th is  sweeping d irec tive  p e rm ittin g  them  to do as they 
pleased, the commission adm itted no t on ly  pe rju red  witnesses, a f f i ­
davits, depositions and o ther statem ents, im possib le to  v e r ify , bu t 
also hearsay and opin ion evidence tendered by the prosecution. News­
paper accounts and even a H ollyw ood movie, “ O rders from  Tokyo,”  
figu red as “ evidence.”

W hile  fo r  tw e n ty  days the cou rt heard tes tim ony o f th is  sort, 
the defense found its e lf  denied the o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  any adequate 
p repara tion . Three weeks before the t r ia l began a b ill o f p a rticu la rs  
was presented “ spec ify ing  64 item s se ttin g  fo r th  a vast num ber o f 
a troc itie s  and crim es a lleged ly com m itted by troops”  under Y am a- 
sh lta ’s command. On the f i r s t  day o f the t r ia l,  the prosecution file d  
59 more specifications “ o f the same general character, in vo lv in g  
perhaps as m any incidents occu rring  over an equa lly  w ide area.”  
The defense was never g ranted an o p p o rtu n ity  to prepare fo r  the 
supplem entary chill, a lthough th is  was o r ig in a lly  prom ised and sub­
sequently a r t f i t fa r i ly  denied.

T a k in g v(ih£ stand in  his own defense, Y am ash ita  denied a ll the 
charges aga inst h im , p o in tin g  ou t th a t nine days a fte r  h is a r r iv a l 
in the u n fa m ilia r  situatic/n in the P h ilipp ines h e ’ was “ confronted 
w ith  a superior A m erican fo rce .”  H is  troops were scattered, his 
com m unications were poor and a t no tim e  was he able “ to  make per­
sonal inspection and to coordinate the un its  under m y command.”

“ The fac ts  are,”  Y’am ashita  tes tifie d , “ th a t I  was constan tly  un­
der a ttack  by la rge  A m erican forces, and I  have been under preessure 
day and n ig h t. U nder these circum stances I  had to  p lan , s tudy and 
c a rry  ou t plans o f how to  com bat superio r A m erican forces, and i t  
took a ll m y tim e  and e f fo r t . ”  How, he asked, could lie  be held 
responsible fo r  the action  o f troops fro m  whom lie was cu t o f f  and 
o f whose a c tiv itie s  he knew no th ing?

Y 'am ashita’s testim ony stood up under g ru e ling  cross-exam ina­
tion  and there  was no t a shred o f evidence produced a t the t r ia l  tha t 
he had e ithe r knowledge o f o r was personally connected w ith  any 
o f the a troc ities  and innum erable “ w ar crim es”  charged aga inst 
h im .

Workings of the Military Mind
M a cA rth u r, - from  Tokyo where he took E m peror H iro h ito  and 

o ther em inent Japanese “ w a r c r im in a ls ”  under his w ing, b ro ug h t 
pressure to begr fo r  haste. Justice M urp hy  characterized i t  as “ need­
less and unseemly haste.”  Reel suggests th a t M a c A rth u r ’s im patience 
was a t-leas t in  p a r t exp la inable by personal po litica l considerations. 
He was anxious to ge t the Y am ashita  t r ia l  ou t o f the w ay before 
the N urem berg t r ia ls  began. “ W ith in  a r f ia tte r o f weeks o r even 
days, N urem berg and no t M an ila  would command the  headlines in 
A m erican newspapers.”

In  the op in ion o f Justice  .M urphy, Yam ash ita  “ was rushed to  
t r ia l  under an im p rope r charge, g iven in s u ff ic ie n t tim e  to prepare 
an adequate defense, deprived o f the benefits o f some o f the m ost 
e lem entary ru les "of evidence, and sum m arily  sentenced to  be hanged.”

Justice Rutledge was equa lly  em phatic in  h is op in ion th a t Y’a­
m ashita. was denied a “ fa i r  t r ia l . ”  The m a jo r ity  o f the Supreme 
C ourt, however, placed its  seal o f approval on the M a n ila  traves ty . 
M a c A rth u r hanged Yam ashita .

W h a t makes th is  book p a r tic u la r ly  valuable is th a t i t  provides 
an in s ig h t in to  the w o rk ings o f the m il ita ry  m ind th a t is  asse rting  
its e lf  m ore and m ore in  the conduct o f th is  c o u n try ’s a ffa irs . M i l i ­
ta r is ts  like  'M acA rthu r are s im p ly  the purest expressions o f th is  
a u th o rita r ia n  type. W itch -h u n te r Tom C la rk , who now s its  on the 
Supreme C ourt, is  a c iv ilia n  cou n te r-p a rt o f these ru th less enemies 
o f c iv il r ig h ts .

L e t us reca ll th a t w ha t was cyn ica lly  denied to  a defeated 
Japanese general a t M an ila  has since been denied a t home to  thou­
sands o f c iv ilia n  employees o f the federa l governm ent and other v ic ­
tim s  o f the “ lo y a lty  purge”  —  w ith o u t even the fo rm a lity  o f public 
hearings, le t alone a public tr ia l.
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Wall Street’s Achilles Heel
— — — —  By Joseph Keller ——

C a p ita lis t economists and governm ent fo recast­
ers have ventured to  p red ic t “ good tim e s " w i l l  
la s t “ a t least s ix  m onths.”  T h e ir long -te rm  ou t­
look, however, is  tinged w ith  un ce rta in ty  and 
fe a r. This, they  fre e ly  adm it, stems f i r s t  o f a ll 
fro m  in te rna tiona l fac to rs . Here is the A ch illes  
heel o f Am erican cap ita lism .

The finance cap ita lis ts  who con tro l A m erican 
economy have a colossal accum ulation o f id le 
cap ita l. They cannot invest i t  p ro fita b ly  a t home 
where production has since 1948 fa r  ou tstripped 
the domestic m arke t. To f in d  fie ld s  fo r  p ro fita b le  
investm ent a ll over the globe has become a li fe  
and death problem  fo r  them.

A r th u r  Gorman, fin a n c ia l w r ite r , in  the Jan. 
3 N . Y. W orld -Te legram  says th a t th is  year w i l l  
p rov ide no th ing  less than “ a tes t by f ir e ”  fo r  T ru ­
m an’s P o in t Pour program , w h ich is designed to 
trem endously expand A m erican c a p ita lis t in ves t­
m ents in  colon ia l and sem i-colonial countries. 
This, says Gorman, “ is the b iggest challenge the 
c a p ita lis t system has ever faced.”

“ I f  the  [cap ita lis t] system is  to su rv ive ,”  he de­
clares, “ the U n ited  States m ust take over a cap i­
ta l exp o rtin g  ro le  s im ila r to th a t played by G reat 
B r ita in  in  the 19th C en tu ry .”  B u t the obstacles 
to  th is , he confesses, are t r u ly  “ fo rb id d in g .”

F o r one th in g , a la rge  po rtion  o f Europe and 
A s ia , com pris ing  the Soviet U n ion and countries 
under K re m lin  con tro l, are “ ou t o f the o rb it  o f 
po ten tia l c a p ita lis t m arke ts.”  T h roughou t the 
re s t o f the w o rld  “ governm ents are unstable.”  
Consequently, “ the ‘c lim a te ’ is  said to be un favo r­
able over m ost o f the e a rth ’s surface fo r  p r o f i t ­
ab le fo re ig n  investm ent.”

The “ top bra ins in  A m erica ,”  he adds, have 
been “ seeking fo r  s ix  years now a so lu tion to the

rid d le  o f p u ttin g  U . S. cap ita l to  w o rk  abroad in  
a sa tis fa c to ry  w a y”  —  th a t is, in  a p ro fita b le  
way. B u t no so lu tion  has been found.

I t  can be solved —  even tem p o ra rily  —  on ly 
by fo rc in g  every o ther na tion  to p e rm it the in ­
vestm ent o f Am erican cap ita l on a pre ferred 
basis, w ith  no taxes, w ith  no res tric tio ns  on the 
w ith d ra w a l o f p ro fits  to A m erica. T h is  means 
o ther nations m ust agree to become complete vas­
sals to A m erican finance cap ita l, to W a ll S treet.

A las, adm its Gorman, “ the prospects —  except 
in  a few  scattered areas —  are ad m itte d ly  not 
too hopefu l.”

T h is  dilem m a —  how to invest its  “ enormous 
‘superabundance o f ca p ita l’ ”  —  was described 
decades ago by Lenin as the ou tstand ing and 
unique fea tu re  o f m odern im p e ria lis t cap ita lism . 
The im pera tive  need to f in d  p ro fita b le  fie ld s  fo r  
cap ita l investm ent has tw ice  exploded in to  w orld  
w a r between com peting ca p ita lis t nations. I t  is 
th is  need which today gives te r r if ic  im puls ion to 
A m erican im peria lism  fo r  w a r aga inst the Soviet 
Un ion and to secure W a ll S tree t’s dom ination o f 
the globe.

B u t Lenin po in ted out, in  his book Im peria lism , 
i f  cap ita lism  “ could raise the  standard o f liv in g  
o f the masses, who are everywhere s t i l l  poverty- 
s tricken  and underfed, in  sp ite  o f the am azing ad­
vance in  technical knowledge, there could be no 
ta lk  o f a superabundance o f cap ita l.”

O nly under socialism  can the “ superabundance 
o f cap ita l,”  transfo rm ed in to  social w ealth , be 
u tilized  fo r  the needs o f the people. So long as 
p r iva te  p ro f i t  rem ains the m a insp ring  o f A m e r­
ican economy, the accum ulation o f cap ita l m ust 
rem ain a source o f w a r and im p e ria lis t exp lo ita ­
tion  o f the w o rld  masses.

A Letter of Thanks
■ — —  By Rose Karsner ■

[The fo llo w in g  le tte r  was w r it te n  by Comrade 
Rose K arsner to the m em bership o f Local New 
Y o rk  o f the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty , tha nk in g  
them  fo r  the d inner they had arranged in  honor 
o f her 60th b irth da y .]
Dear Comrades:

I  am ju s t  recovering  fro m  the dizziness occa­
sioned by the  event o f m y 60th b irth da y . P e rm it 
me, a t th is  belated date, to  thank  you one and a ll 
fo r  the  be a u tifu l luggage and the surp rise  d inner 
you tendered in  m y honor —  and a surp rise  i t  was 
indeed! M ore precise ly stated, i t  was a shock.

A lth o u g h  the en tire  p a r ty  knew about the d in ­
ner, I  was com ple te ly in  the da rk  about i t .  T h is  
was possible because in  the f i r s t  place I  was re ­
cupera ting  fro m  an illness and had n o t been 
around a t headquarters fo r  a num ber o f days 
when the prepa ra tions were go ing on. Secondly, 
I  could not, in  m y w ilde s t dreams, suspect the 
p a r ty  would single me ou t fo r  such tr ib u te . The 
gesture made me so d izzy th a t I  was no t able 
a t the d inner to g ive voice to  the though ts  th a t 
were rac ing  in  m y head. N ow  I  have sobered 
up and can speak out.

1 was a sym bol th a t n ig h t. A  sym bol o f a ll 
the ran k  and file  ac tiv is ts  in  our p a rty , who 
plod a long doing the day-to -day w o rk , yea r in

and year out, unsung and fre q u e n tly  unnoticed. 
The d inner was a tes tim on ia l to these comrades.

The occasion o f m y 60th b irth d a y  was an op­
p o rtu n ity  fo r  fhe P a rty  to  pu b lic ly  declare its  
h igh esteem o f the valuable con tribu tion  to the 
b u ild in g  o f the T ro ts k y is t movem ent made by 
w ha t are known as the J im m y  H igginses, to  te ll 
the ac tiv is ts  o f each and every branch how 
h ig h ly  the P a rty  values th e ir  w ork.

I  feel g ra tif ie d  th a t oar N a tion a l Com m ittee 
had the wisdom to take advantage o f th is  op­
p o rtu n ity . 1 am happy th a t I  was able to  be 
the medium th rou gh  which the P a rty  could tender 
such a public tes tim on ia l to our activ is ts .

T h is  is the f i r s t  tim e in  the h is to ry  o f the 
T ro ts k y is t movem ent th a t our na tiona l leadership 
made such an avowal o f w ha t i t  a lways though t 
about the J im m y  H igg ins  w orker. I  am sure i t  
w on’t  be the last.

To Local New Y o rk  goes the honor o f o rgan iz­
in g  the f i r s t  na tiona l tes tim on ia l to the ra n k  and 
f i le  ac tiv is ts  o f the SW P.

Together w ith  a l l the o ther ac tiv is ts  in  our 
P a rty  —  m y thanks!

Com radely,
Rose K arsner

Notes from the News
“ T H E  B R O O K LY N  E A G L E  has learned th a t 

C arlo  Tresca was m urdered on the order o f the 
Ita lia n  Fascists fo r  $500,000 paid to the  crim e 
syndicate th a t ru les in  New Y o rk  and o ther c ities 
o f the U n ited  States,”  Ed Reid w ro te  in  th a t 
paper la s t week. The Tresca M em oria l C om m it­
tee is  ask ing  th a t Reid appear before a grand 
ju r y  to te ll w h a t he knows. The Com m ittee’s an­
nual com m em oration o f Tresca w i l l  be held Wed., 
Jan. 11, 8:15 P. M ., the seventh ann iversary  o f 
h is  m urder, a t the  no rth w e st corner o f F if th  Ave. 
and 15th St., New Y o rk  C ity .

*  * *

A F L  A N D  CIO  LE A D E R S  are p leading w ith  
the New Y o rk  C ity  ad m in is tra tion  no t to  go 
th rou gh  w ith  the 5%  cu t in  re lie f  allowances 
scheduled to go in to  e ffe c t on Jan. 16. J u s t tw o 
m onths ago these same labo r leaders were plead­
in g  w ith  the  voters, in c lud in g  those on re lie f, to  
e lect the  same ad m in is tra tio n  in s titu t in g  th is  
cu t in  th e ir  l iv in g  standards.

*  *  *

S T R IK E S  IN  1949 accounted fo r  the  loss o f 
63 m illio n  m an-days in  the U . S. T h is  was the 
second h ighest f ig u re  in  the cou n try ’s h is to ry , 
about 50% h igher than in  1948. 1946 was the 
h ighes t year, w ith  116 fh illio n  m an-days los t

th rough  strikes. In  th a t year 4,600,000 workers 
were involved in  w o rk  stoppages; in  1948,'the f ig ­
ure was 1,960,000; and las t year i t  was 3.100,000.

*  *  *

T H R E E  NEG RO ES were lynched in  the South 
la s t year, according to the annual Tuskegee In ­
s t itu te  rep o rt, bu t th is  does no t include the m any 
cases o f m urder “ s im ila r to lynch ing ,”  such as 
k il lin g s  by one o r tw o persons ra th e r than mobs, 
k il lin g s  by deputies “ bent on vengeance,”  etc.

*  *  *

S O C IA L IS T  P A R T Y  Labor Secretary W illia m  
Becker has resigned th a t post to  become an o r­
ganizer o f the A F L  N a tion a l Farm  Labor Union 
in  C a lifo rn ia . N orm an Thomas deplored the lack 
o f “ financia l and o ther resources”  which p reven t­
ed the SP fro m  keeping Becker on its  s ta ff.

*  *  *

T H E  N. Y . SU N , one o f the oldest da ilies in  the 
country , has been bought ou t by the  Scripps-How- 
ard newspaper tru s t. The fo rm e r owners o f the 
Sun h yp o c ritic a lly  blamed the unions fo r  “ fo rc in g ”  
the paper ou t o f existence. The transaction , doubt­
less a h ig h ly  p ro fita b le  one, was kep t a deep se­
c re t up to the la s t moment. 1,200 employees have 
been th row n ou t on the streets.

WASHINGTON’S DILEMMA ~  CHINESE POLICY
(C o n t fro m  page 1)

F a r E ast and blow  the whole 
colon ia l em pire o f w o rld  im p e ria l­
ism  sky h igh .

Thus, in  the F a r E as t the T ru ­
man D octrine , ' “ the containm ent 
o f com m unism ,”  has m eant above 
all. the p reven tion  o f revo lu tion  
and its  conta inm ent i f  i t  d id  
break out. In  accordance w ith  
th is  po licy , the S tate D epartm ent 
has consistently fostered and 
bolstered up those na tive  elements, 
m a in ly  the  colon ia l bourgeoisie, 
who were inc lined by th e ir  own 
economic in te rests to fa l l  in  line 
w ith  im p e ria lis t aims.

Consequently, when, the flam es 
o f the peasant u p ris in g  spread 
lik e  a  grass fire  across China, 
l ig h t in g  the skies o f the whole 
F a r East, the State Departm ent 
hastened prepa ra tions to fa l l  back 
to  o th e r positions.

P O L IC Y  IN  F A R  E A S T
The pretense a t “ dem ocra tiz­

in g ”  Japan was cu t short. Reac­
t io n  was given the green lig h t. 
A n d . now M a c A rth u r has gone 
so fa r  as to enunciate the “ r ig h t ”  
o f (he M ikado ’s reg im e to “ se lf- 
defense,”  w h ich is a d ip lom atic  
w ay o f ca llin g  fo r  (he rea rm a­
ment o f Japan.

In  Indonesia, where a servile 
na tive  bourgeoisie opened up the 
p o s s ib ility  o f a na tio n a lis t reg im e 
th a t  w ould ac t as a lo ya l agency

o f western im peria lism , W ashing­
ton pressured its  Dutch cousins 
in to  g ra n tin g  them  a degree o f 
autonom y. The hope is that. 
Sukarno w i l l  fo llo w  in  the path 
m arked ou t by the Nehru gov­
ernm ent o f In d ia  in  ac tin g  as a 
na tive  p il la r  o f western im p e ria l­
ism.

The French cap ita lis ts  have 
tr ied  to speed establishm ent o f 
the Bao D a i reg im e in  Indo-China. 
Since th is  unclean puppet govern­
ment, however, lacks the  s ligh test 
semblance o f mass support, W ash­
ing ton has listened sym pa the tic ­
a lly  to F rench pleas fo r  more 
arm s to hold the line  there.

The P h ilipp ines have n o t been 
le ft ou t o f the calcula tions. There 
the Am erican m il ita ry  machine 
has strengthened its  own bases as 
w e ll as na tive  reaction.

In c a rry in g  out the Trum an 
Doctrine in  the F a r East, A m er­
ican im peria lism  has thus been 
forced to  drop back from  its  
fro n t line  trenches in China to 
(he second line  o f defense reach­
ing in the arc fro m  Japan to 
Ind ia . The squabble over Formosa 
represents on ly a tac tica l phase- 
in the general re trea t.

H IG H  COST
The cost to  the Am erican peo­

ple o f T rum an ’s reactionary 
po licy  in  China and the F a r  East 
has been h igh. Aside fro m  the

b illions o f do lla rs  poured down 
the N a tio n a lis t d ra in , A m erica 
has lost incalcu lable resources o f 
friendsh ip . The people in  the F a r 
East, who constitu te  the m a jo r ity  
o f m ankind, do n o t easily d is tin ­
gu ish between the , T rum an ad­
m in is tra tion , which s u p p l i e d  
Ch iang’s d ic ta to rsh ip  in  lavish 
s ty le  w ith  money, arm s and p o li­
t ic a l support, and the Am erican 
w o rk in g  people who were never 
consulted about th is  reactionary  
fo re ig n  po licy.

To w in  back that friendsh ip  
w ill not be easy. A  s ta rt can be 
made by dem anding recognition 
o f the new governm ent w ithou t 
fu r th e r delay and the renunciation 
o f any fu r th e r  support o f Chiang 
o r his reactionary  clique.

Food and c lo th in g  should be 
sen t-a t once to re lieve the w ors t 
d istiess. W e should help rebu ild  
the land and industries gu tted 
by the prolonged s tr ife  fo r  which 
the Truman ad m in is tra tion  bears 
a b ig  share o f the respons ib ility . 
Economic and financ ia l a id  to 
speed the long - range develop­
ment o f China should be offe red 
on a generous scale w ith  no 
s tr in g s  attached.

T h a t’s in  the s p ir it  o f the real 
Am erica, the A m erica o f the 
w o rk ing  people who fee l the 
warm est friendsh ip  and sym pathy 
fo r  (he lo n g -s u f fe r in g  Chinese 
people
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Jobless Estimates 
Of Census Bureau 
Highly Doctored

By Robert Phillips
That government estimates of 

to ta l unemployment in the U. S. 
are questionable was adm itted by 
P h ilip  M. Hauser o f the Bureau 
o f the Census, in a paper present­
ed before the Am erican S ta tis tica l 
Association on Dec. 29.

In response to a question, 
Hauser adm itted th a t Census 
to ta l unem ploym ent “ estim ates!’ 
are “ not very  m ean ing fu l,”  th a t 
the methods fo r  de te rm in ing  ju s t 
who are the unemployed are 
a rb itra ry  and fa i l  to include 
w orkers who are employed fo r  
one day a week, others who have 
become discouraged because o f s 
long period o f unem ploym ent 
and who in desperation have gone 
on public re lie f  ro lls , and s t ill 
others who somehow are not 
classified as unemployed despite 
the fact th a t they ’re not w ork ing .

More detailed “ s ta tis tics ”  p re ­
sented in Hauser’s paper r ip  the 
cover fro m  the cu rre n t so-called 
“ low  leve l”  o f unem ploym ent, 
5 c/< o f the labo r force. They 
show heavy concentrations o f un­
em ploym ent in the te x tile  areas 
of New Eng land and the South 
in one - in du s try  towns, and 
especially among the m ost dis­
crim inated aga inst w orkers, N e­
groes and laborers.

W hile  one w o rke r ou t o f every 
20 was unemployed in  October 
1949, 11.2% or 1 in 9 male Negro 
workers, and 12.8% or more than 
1 in 8 o f a ll non-farm  laborers 
were unemployed. The s ta t is t i­
cians g ra tu ito u s ly  term  these 
workers as “ m arg ina l,”  even 
though the extent o f unem ploy- 
nient among them approxim ates 
the high - w a te r m ark o f unem­
ployment fo r  a ll w orkers in the 
late th ir t ie s .

F u rth e r, the re p o rt states tha t 
one ju t  o f every ten w orkers  was 
unemployed fo r  6 m onths or more 
in 1949. W ith  more than 500,000 
repotted as having exhausted 
th e ir  unem ploym ent insurance 
benefits today, th is  would mean 
th a t actual to ta l unemployment, 
is more than 5 m illio n , or 1.5 
m illion  beyond the “ to ta l”  re* 
ported by the Census Bureau.

The mass o f the governm ent 
so - called unem ploym ent data 
•shews c lea rly  th a t the  detailed 
figures con trad ic t the to ta ls  and 
th a t the questionable s ta tis tics  
become even m ore questionable 
under close scru tiny .

Backs Civil Rights Fight Civil Liberties 
Movement Can’t 
Afford Blacklists

By Albert Parker
The decision to exclude “ communist-front”  and other 

organizations from the National Emergency Civil Rights 
Mobilization w ill probably not have an important effect on
.ne size o r effectiveness o f the i>~

Jackie Robinson, Brooklyn Dodgers second baseman, adds his 
voice to the growing demands for passage of civil rights legisla­
tion by the 81st Congress. Here he tells a press conference tyhy 
he is “100% behind” the Jan. 15-17 Washington conference called 
by the N A A C P  and 50 other national organizations to ra lly public 
opinion in favor of the civil rights bills.

Dowson Gets 15,600 Votes 
In Toronto Mayoralty Race

By Barry Brent
TORONTO, Jan. 3 — In its fourth successive campaign 

fo r mayor, the Toronto branch of the Revolutionary Work­
ers Party rolled up 15,600 votes behind its candidate, Ross
Dowson. Ex-police constable C. 55-----------------------------------------------------
H . Mahoney, cam pa ign ing -on  a 
“ common sense”  p la tfo rm , re ­
ceived 19,658 votes, w h ile  the in ­
cumbent, T o ry  wheel-horse H iram  
M cCallum , who boasted a fte r  his 
electoral v ic to ry  th a t he had “ no 
p rogram ,”  polled 133,320 votes.

The RW P, the T ro tsky is ts , 
again carried the banner o f in ­
dependent po litica l action fo r  
the en tire  labo r movem ent in 
Canada’s second la rge s t c ity . 
N e ithe r the in flu e n tia l re fo rm ­
is t Co - opera tive Commonwealth 
Federation no r the S ta lin is t Labor 
Progressive P a rty  p u t fo rw a rd  a 
candidate to challenge the ca p ita l­
is ts fo r  the h ighest seat in civic- 
office.

T he ir campaigns fo r  the lesser 
offices were permeated w ith

SIU OFFICIALS CONTINUE 
THREATS AGAINST SWP

2. A  young seamen, Tony Do 
Marco, was pu lled  o f f  the SS 
Chi, f  W ashakie in Oakland, and 
his SUP union book was taken 
from  him . He was then charged 
w ith  th in k in g  th a t M ahoney had 
not had a fa ir  t r ia l and expelled 
A replacem ent was sent by the 
union o ffic ia ls  to  take h is  job on 
the ship. De M arco was “ tried  
by members o f the un ion ’s nego­
t ia t in g  com m ittee, a ll on the union 
payro ll. Three o ther members of 
the crew o f the same ship had 
th e ir  books re turned a fte r  s ign ing  
a sta tem ent l-e trac ting  support o f 
Mahoney.

3. “ The machine,”  w rite s  the 
Defender, “ is yank ing  members 
o f f  ships, p u llin g  books, and 
fo rc in g  re trac tions  fro m  members 
under the th re a t o f expuls ion.”  
[A n  en tire  page o f the Dec. 16 
W est Coast Sailors, is filled  w ith  
"re tra c tio n s ”  from  seamen who 
had in any way opposed M ahoney’s 
expu ls ion). “ In addition to the 
re tractions forced from  the crew 
o f the Mission San G abriel and 
the expulsions o f B ro thers W ar 
ron G illa rd  and W arren S tiles . . 
two members o f the Ind ia  M ail 
and six  members o f the Term ina l 
Knot have suffe red fro m  the 
M achine’s w itch  hun t.”

4. A n  o ld -tim e m ember o f 
the onion took the f lo o r  in  an 
SUP m eeting in  San Francisco 
on Novem ber 14 to  com pla in tha t 
shoring up o f cargo on ships was 
too much w ork  fo r  one man and 
should be done by  the longshore­
men. This was Lundeberg's re p ly :

“ You’re a Commie. You must 
he or you wouldn ’t be g iv ing  
away ou r ju r is d ic tio n  to  the  
Commies. I f  you don’ f like  th is  
union, get the he ll ou t and jo in  
the rest o f the Commies.”  To 
make his po in t more emphatic, 
Lundeberg added: “ I  can bring  
you up on charges on the basis 
o f your not p ro tecting  our ju r is ­
d ic tiona l r ig h ts  and I  w i l l  do so 
i f  you don’t shut u p !”

A t th is  po in t a member a t the 
rea r o f the ha ll shouted ou t w h a t 
everyone m ust have been th in k ­
in g : “ There have been enough 
expulsions already. You are t r y ­
in g  to  ru n  th is  union lik e  H it le r  
ran Germ any.”

respectab ility . They vigorously  
avoided th e ir  p a rty  labels and 
gave no labor content to  th e ir  
p i t i fu l l i t t le  patch - w o rk  “ p ro ­
gram s.”  Instead o f a program  
dealing w ith  the rea l issues, they 
offered themselves to  the d e c ­
ora te as the solvers o f a ll 
problems.

1'he RWP, on the o ther hand, 
bared the question as i t  is — 
labor versus cap ita l. Dowson 
pointed out th a t the C ity  H a ll 
ward-heelefs are not g u ilty  o f 
“ inep titude”  o r “ bu ng lin g ”  but 
o f defending cap ita lism . The 
p a rty  issued a c la rion  call to the 
organized labor movement o f th is  
c ity , 100,000 strong , to adopt 
and 'o le  fo r  a program  o f m il i­
tan t class s trugg le , aimed at the 
real issues con fro n tin g  them, and 
to sweep a labor m ayor in to  office 
as a big step on the road to a 
W orkers and Farm ers G overn­
ment. I t  pointed out tha t the on ly 
u ltim a te  solution to the cris is  of 
mankind was a new society based 
on production fo r  use, not pro fit 
—  the co-operative society of 
socialism .

The RW P cam paign, though 
g re a tly  lim ite d  by lack o f funds 
and personnel, was h a rd -h ittin g  
and mpressive. I t  was the on ly 
real labor cam paign o f the elec­
tion , as i t  has been fo r  the last 
fo u r years. A lm ost 40,000 copies 
o f the p a r ty ’s election program  
were d is tribu ted  a t fa c to ry  gates 
and door-to-door in the w o rk ing  
class areas. The Toronto branches 
sound truck, emblazoned w ith  
signs, cruised through the crow d­
ed streets broadcasting its  in ­
sp ir in g  message o f class s tru g ­
gle and socialism.

Dowson spoke a t m ore than ; 
score o f election meetings, ex­
posing the ca p ita lis t po litic ians 
and p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  the RW P 
program  on unem ploym ent, hous­
ing, taxa tion , the franchise, etc. 
The press, w ith  la s t y e a r’s po ll o f 
2-'M>45 votes s ta r in g  them in the 
face, was no longer able to  m ain- 
la in  as an e ffec tive  b lack-out on 
the RWP cam paign. Scattered 
reports were p rin ted  on sections 
o f Dowson’s m any speeches.

RW P P LE D G E
On election n ig h t hundreds o f 

thousands o f lis teners heard 
Dowson over the a ir  between elec­
tion  resu lts. He pointed ou t th a t 
his defeat was a de feat fo r  a ll 
labor, ending w ith  a declaration 
th a t the RW P pledges to ca rry  
fo rw a rd  its  cam paign fo r  social­
is t c  lancjpation every day o f the 
year, through every possible 
avenue.

W hile  the to ta l vote rose in  th is  
election, the labor vote fo r  the 
m ost p a r t declined o r remained 
s ta tic . Las t yea r the workers 
were inspired by the  electors ' 
tr ium phs o f the CCF; th is  year 
the crush ing federal election 
defeat th ru s t m any in to  apathy. 
T h is  general condition, however, 
gives even g re a te r w e igh t and 
importance, to  the RW P vote. I t  
is noi on ly a labo r vote, b u t to 
a ve ry  la rge exten t a socia list 
vote also.

N E C IiM  conference which is 
scheduled to meet in W ash ing­
ton oan. 15-17 to press fo r  the 
adoption o f FEPC and o the r c iv il 
r ig h ts  leg is la tion .

B ut th is  decision raises cruc ia l 
problems that can have disastrous 
consequences fo r  the o rgan iza­
tions p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the con­
ference, especially fo r  the 
N A A C P , its  in it ia to r  and spa rk ­
plug.

The N A A C P  leadership had 
prev ious ly  exp la ined its  re fusa l 
to in v ite  the C iv il R ights  Con­
gress and o ther S ta lin is t - f ro n t 
o rgan izations to serve as spon- 
sois o f the m ob iliza tion  on the 
ground th a t the Com m unist P a rty  
betrayed the Negro s trugg le  d u r­
ing  the w a r and has shown on 
many occasions th a t i t  favo rs  
“ c iv il r ig h ts  fo r  some people, 
but not fo r  a ll.”

T H E IR  O W N B L A C K L IS T
Since then, N E C R M  cha irm an 

Roy W ilk ins  and secretary A rno ld  
Aronson have issued a le tte r on 
behalf o f the steering com m it­
tee saying th a t they “ do no t w an t 
and w i l l  n o t p e rm it delegates o i 
such [ ‘com m unist dom inated’ ] o r­
ganizations to  be reg is te red”  • 
the W ashington conference be­
cause they don’t  consider them  to 
be “ m otiva ted by a sincere desire 
to b ring  about the speedy enact­
m e n t  o f FEPC.and the en tire  c iv il 
r ig h ts  program .”

Specifica lly banned by th is  
le tte r  were “ the C iv il R igh ts  Con­
gress, a ll p o litica l pa rties , am. 
the ten unions now under in ­
vestigation by CIO  qn charges of 
Com m unist dom ination : A m e r­
ican Com m unications Associa 
lio n ; F isherm en and A llie d  
W orkers ; Food, Tobacco, A g r i­
cu ltu ra l and A llie d  W orkers: 
U n ited  P ub lic  W orke rs ; U n ited  
Office and P rofessional W o rk ­
ers; M ine, M ill and Sm elter 
W orkers; F u r  and Leather W o rk ­
ers; In te rn a tio n a l Longshoremen 
and Warehousemen; M a r i n e  
Cooks and Stewards; U n ited 
F u rn itu re  W orkers .”

But how do you judge i f  an 
organ ization is “ m otiva ted by a 
sine< re desire”  fo r the passage of 
c iv il r ig h ts  b ills?  I)o you use z 
c rys ta l ba ll?  When two organiza- 
tions say tha t they are fo r  such 
leg is la tion , how do you decide 
that one is sincere bu t the othei 
is dece itfu l?

C learly  enough, the  c r ite rio n  
being used by the NEC RM  lead­
ers is a rb itra ry  in  the extrem e 
and it  lends its e lf  to  a ll k inds o f 
d isc rim in a to ry  abuses. No move­
ment dedicated to a f ig h t against 
d iscrim ina tion  can benefit from  
the practice o f d isc rim in a tio n ; 
on the con tra ry , i t  serves on ly 
to d iscred it its e lf  and detract 
from  its  own e ffo r ts  to secure 
passage o f the c iv il r ig h ts  *bills

H A R M F U L  EFFE C TS
The stup id  and reac tiona ry  e f­

fects o f th is  po licy  are illu s tra te d  
in the case o f the ten labo r o r­
ganizations on the N E C R M ’s 
“ b lack lis t.”  They m ay no t be 
large and they  may s u ffe r fro m  
a ro tten leadership (w h ich can 
also he. said o f some o f the groups 
pe rm itted  to p a rtic ip a te ) but 
th a t doesn’t  change the fa c t that 
they are genuine unions, rep re ­
senting thousands o f workers.

Even i f  the N EC R M  leaders 
are convinced that, the leaders 
o f these ten unions are not 
“ sincere,”  can they say the same 
about the members o f these 
unions and do they have the r ig h t 
to bar these union members from  
pa rtic ip a tion  in  a f ig h t fo r  c iv il 
r ig h ts  leg is la tion  which v ita lly  
a ffec ts  th e ir  w e lfa re?

A ll th a t is  achieved by th is  
memod is to bar thousands o f 
workers, whose s in ce rity  is as 
g re a t as that, o f any NEC RM  
leader, from  a fig h t in which they 
belong as the union a llies o f the 
Negro people. Instead o f h u rtin g  
the S ta lin is ts , i t  on ly  p lays into 
th e ir  hands by enabling them  to 
pose before the members o f these 
unions as advocates o f un ited 
action fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  who arc 
being v ic tim ized and d isc rim in a t­
ed against by the N E C R M  leader­
ship.

P O L IT IC A L  P A R T IE S
Just as fa lse  is the ban on “ a ll 

po litica l pa rties .”  W c a ll know 
th a t some p o litica l pa rties  express 
in te res t in  c iv il r ig h ts  leg is la tion  
on ly  fo r  demagogic reasons and 
th a t they are no more dSKcemed 
w ith  the r ig h ts  o f Negroes and

o ther A m erican m in o ritie s  than 
they are w ith  the r ig h ts  o f the 
inhah ilan ts  o f Mars.

The Dem ocratic and Repu­
blican parties ce rta in ly  f i t  in to  
th is  ca tegory; i f  they d idn ’t, 
there w ou ldn ’t  be any need fo r  a 
conference in  W ashington. ( In ­
c id en ta lly , most o f the o rgan iza­
tions in the NEC RM  are led by 
members o f these parties, bu t 
they are no t barred —  which 
makes the exclusion o f bona fide 
unions led by members o f o ther 
pa rties  a ll the more indefensib le .)

On the o ther hand, there  are 
pa rties  like  the. Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers p a r ty  (T ro ts k y is t) ,  who were 
fig h l ng fo r  fu l l  social, economic 
and p o lit ic a l equa lity  fo r  m in o ri­
ties a t a tim e when m any o f the 
NECRM  a ffilia te s  were them ­
selves s t i l l  g u ilty  o f the w o rs t 
Jim  Crow practices. F u rthe rm ore , 
the SW P was the f irs t  to h a il the  
dea <:f a un ited  Negro and la bo r 

conference on c iv il r ig h ts  in  
W ashington. There is on ly one 
name fo r  the exclusion o f such 
groups, and th a t is ran k  p o lit ic a l 
d iscrim ina tion .

HOW TO F IG H T
We T ro tsky is ts  don’t condemn 

the NECRM  b lack lis t procedure 
because. w% are opposed to f ig h t­
ing S ta lin ism ; we condemn i t  be­
cause it does not and cannot f ig h t 
S talin ism  e ffe c tive ly . The way to 
figh t S ta lin ism  is by counterpos- 
ing to it a superio r program  and 
convincing the masses th a t i t  is 
superior, not by 'a d o p tin g  the 
bureaucratic methods against p o li­
tica l opponents w h ich the S ta l­
in is ts  specialize in  and (which 
always boomerang against th e ir 
users.

Aside fro m  the e ffe c t o f th is  
policy on the N E C R M , a tem ­
po rary  g roup ing , we are con­
cerned w ith  its  im p lica tions  fo r  
Tie N A A C P , the  m ost im p o rta n t 
Negro organ iza tion  in  the U . S. 
Up to now, the N A A C P  has cor- 
-oc tly  fo llowed the po licy  o f non­
d isc rim in a tio n  w ith  regard  to  
the po litics  o f. its  members; i t  has 
not tra fficked  in “ lo y a lty ”  oaths; 
ind ils  cons titu tion  does no t d is ­
qu a lify  dny member fro m  ho ld ­
ing  office m ere ly  because o f his 
po litica l views o r a ffilia tio n s .

But what w i l l  he the resu lt o f 
th is  new c r ite r io n  o f “ s in c e rity ”  
which its  leaders have adopted 
w ith  regard to  the N E C R M ? Does 
(his foreshadow the adoption o f 
s im ila r procedure w ith in  the 
N A A C P  itse lf?

N A A C P  F U T U R E  A T  S T A K B
Wc ask these questions because 

i t  is no secret th a t the S ta lin is ts  
are engaged in a serious cam- 
uaign to take over the N A A C P  
and th a t they have a lready scored 
successes in the elections fo r  ex­
ecutive board in some im p o rta n t 
branches. I t  is  likew ise no secret 
tha t Ib is S ta lin is t cam paign has 
been made easier because o f the 
drastic decline in  N A A C P  mem­
bership (a 40% loss d u rin g  the 
last year alone).

T lie  tem pta tion  to f ig h t the 
S ta lin is ts  by w itc h -h u n t methods 
(as the CIO leaders are do ing) 
m ust be ve ry  g re a t in top N A A C P  
' in k 's  today. I f  they y ie ld  to it ,  
they m ay be able to  do some 
tem po ra ry  damage to the S ta l­
in is ts  but i t  w i l l  be a t the cost 
o f fa r  g re a te r damage to the 
N A A C P  itse lf. In  fa c t, we dAn’t  
hesik ite  to p re d ic t th a t a ttem pts  
‘ o impose on the  N A A C P  the 
d isc rim in a to ry  po lic ies adopted by 
the N E C R M  would make a 
shambles o f the N A A C P  and 
fu rth e r reduce the  support fo r  
which it re lies in  the Negro com­
m un ity .

The members o f the N A A C P  
have a d u ty  to  pe rfo rm . They 
should let th e ir  leaders know 
tha t (hey w ill not. to le ra te  any 
po litica l purges w ith in  th e ir own 
ranks, and tha t they don’t view  
w ith  favo r the d isc rim in a to ry  
policy th e ir  leaders accepted in 
the N E C R M . The figh t fo r  fu ll 
equa lity  has enough d iff ic u lt ie s  to  
overcome w ith o u t being burdened 
by a system o f though t-con tro l 
inside the N A A C P .
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(Continued from  page 1)
members o f the M arine  F h $ - 
men’s unions.”

A f te r  m a rsh a llin g  names and 
places in tw o fu l l  ed ito ria l columns 
la  dem onstrate the methods o f 
cannibal unionism  employed by 
Iia ll-Lu nd eb e rg , and Co. against 
the F irem en ’s Union, the paper 
concludes: “ W hile  the shadow o f 
the b lackjack hangs over us, 
we’l l  res is t it .  I t ’s ju s t  as bad as 
the ham m er and sickle.”

W hether or not the Fox incident 
in Seattle had any connection 
w ith  the in te rna l s trugg le  in the 
A F L  Seamen's union, respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r  it  cannot be a ttr ibu ted  
to the T ro tsky is ts  except by 
scoundrels and lia rs . I t  m ust be 
la id  d ire c tly  a t the doorstep o f 
the H a ll - Lundeberg m a c h i n e  
which has created an atmosphere 
o f te rro r  and in tim id a tio n  fo r  
the purpose o f s t if l in g  a ll opposi­
tion  to th e ir  bureaucratic, d ic ta ­
to r ia l and s tr ikeb rea k ing  rule.

The H a ll - Lundebcrg re ign  of 
te rro r  is reported in  elaborate 
de ta il in  the Dec. 20 Defender, 
organ o f the Mahoney Defense 
Committee. Here are a  fe w  o f the 
developments they recount which 
have taken place since John 
Mahoney, a vete ran m ember of 
the Sailors Union, was expelled 
in v io la tion  o f the  un ion ’s con­
s titu tio n , fo r  the “ crim e”  o f 
having asked a “ po in t o f in - 
lo rm a tio n "  a t a un ion m eeting 
about H a ll - Lundeberg's s tr ik e ­
breaking in the Canadian Sea­
men's s trike .

' .  The en tire  deck departm ent 
o f the SS Island M a il was ordered 
expelled by the Lundebcrg m a­
chine fo r  having con tribu ted to 
the Mahoney Defense Committee. 
The crew  had made its  con tribu ­
tions p rio r to the adoption o f a 
res lu t io n b y  an in tim ida ted  mem­
bership fo rb id d in g  such con tribu ­
tions. The crew had been ordered 
o f f  the ship by  un ion o ffic ia ls  in 
Seattle and instructed to  go to 
Seavtle and. stand t r ia l.  F o r t­
unate ly  th e ir  re fusa l to com ply 
w ith  th is  order was backed up 
by the Seattle membership who 
refused to  take the jobs o f the 
men under charges and they 
rem ained aboard ship.


