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LABOR PARTY IS WAY TO FIGHT T-H
Defend Civil Rights of All, 
Dobbs Urges Conference

NEW YORK, July 7 — The Communist Party, “with its anti-democratic policy of 
refusing to defend the rights of opposition political tendencies,” must be prevented from 
“imposing its untenable position” upon the Conference to Defend the Bill of Rights, 

warned F a rre ll I>obbs, na tional
cha irm an o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty , in  a le tte r today to 
Paul J. Kern, ac ting  cha irm an o f 
the conference, scheduled fo r  Ju ly  
16-17 at the H enry Hudson H ote l 
in  th is  c ity .

The conference “ m ust scrupu l­
ously observe in its  own ranks 
the dem ocratic princ ip les i t  seeks 
to defend,”  Dobbs declared. “ A ll 
v ic tim s  o f the w itch -h u n t m ust 
be defended, regardless o f th e ir  
po litica l be lie fs.”

He denounced “ the Com m unist 
P a rty  delegates who dominated 
the June 25 Conference F o r C iv il 
and Human R igh ts  held by the 
C iv il R igh ts  Congress here in  
New Y o rk  C ity ”  fo r  th e ir-re fu sa l 
to support the pardon cam paign 
o f the 18 T ro tsky is ts  convicted 
in  1941 under the same S m ith  
A c t under which the Com m unist 
P a rty  leaders are now on t r ia l ,  
and fo r  th e ir  re fusa l to  defend 
James Kutcher, a legless veteran 
f ire d  fro m  h is c le rica l job  in the 
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  because 
o f his membership in  the Social­
is t  W orkers P a rty .

Dobbs asked th a t an SWP 
spokesman be included on the 
speakers’ l is t  tat the  J u ly  16-17 
conference. He also called fo r  
“ fa i r  representation on the re ­
solutions com m ittee and a ll other 
conference com m ittees”  fo r  a ll 
p a rtic ip a tin g  organizations.

The f u l l  te x t o f Dobb’s le tte r  
fo llow s :
Paul J. K ern , A c tin g  Chairm an 
Conference to Defend the B il l  o f 
R ights
11 W est 42 Street, Suite 822 
New Y o rk  18, N. Y.
Dear M r. K e rn :

The S ocia lis t W orkers P arty  
pledges its  fu l l  support to the 
aims and objectives o f the Ju ly

16-17 Conference to Defend the 
B ill o f R ights. W e agree w ith  the 
declaration in  the Conference Call 
th a t “ Free speech, free press, 
freedom o f re lig io n  and assem­
b ly  have no meaning i f  they apply 
only to those w ith  whom we 
agree. They have m eaning only 
where they apply also to  m in o rity  
and dissident groups w ith  whom

the m a jo rity  are in  d isagree­
ment.”

We sincerely hope th a t the 
J u ly  16-17 conference w ill suc­
ceed in  m ob iliz ing  a broad labor 
and libe ra l un ited f ro n t  in  oppo­
s itio n  to the w itch -h u n t now ra g ­
in g  in  th is  country. Never was 
there g rea te r need fo r  un ited 
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M W  YORK REGENTS STAGE 
WITCH-HUNT HEARINGS’

NEW YORK, July 5 — The Socialist Workers Party 
today announced receipt of a letter from the New York 
Board of Regents, stating that the Regents will hold a
“ hearing”  in  A lbany J u ly  4 “ to<
determ ine w hat organ izations are 
subversive”  w ith in  the te rm s of 
the Feinberg A c t.

Th is repressive measure, which 
was signed by Governor Dewey- 
last spring , provides fo r  a b lack­
lis t  o f so-called “ subversive”  o r­
ganizations, whose members 
would be un co n s titu tio n a lly  de­
prived  o f the r ig h t  to  em ploym ent 
in  the New Y o rk  sta te  public 
school system.

The Regents are now prepa r­
in g  such a lis t, and have under 
in it ia l consideration fiv e  o rgan­
izations designated as “ subver­
sive”  by A tto rn e y  General C lark. 
The five , who were never g iven 
a public hearing  o r a b i l l  o f pa r­
ticu la rs  o r an op p o rtu n ity  to  de­
fend themselves aga inst C la rk ’s 
po litica l b lack lis t, are the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty , Com m unist 
P a rty , W orkers P a rty , In d u s tr ia l 
W orkers o f the W orld  and Na-

Stalinist Hacks Rebuffed As 
Longshoremen Back Kutcher

SAN FRANCISCO, June 30 — Local 10 of the CIO 
International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union 
sharply rebuffed the slanders of the Stalinists at a mem­
bership meeting yesterday
and voted to  g ive active  aid to 
James K u tche r, the legless ve t­
eran and v ic t im  o f the gove rn ­
m en t purge who is now v is itin g  
th is  c ity  on his w estern tou r.

K u tch e r was in troduced to  the 
m eeting by Local 10 P resident 
James Kearney. The m eeting 
gave h im  com plete a tte n tio n  and 
broke in to  en thus iastic  applause 
a f te r  he described the issues in 
h is  case and showed how they 
a ffe c t the r ig h ts  o f a ll w o rk ­
ers. As K u tch e r s ta rted  to  leave 
the  p la tfo rm  v ia  a set of na rrow  
steps, a num ber o f men jum ped 
up and m otioned h im  to the f ro n t 
o f the p la tfo rm . K u tch e r sat 
down and hung his a r t if ic ia l 
lim bs over the p la tfo rm , then 
tw o  men picked h im  up bod ily  
and set h im  on the floo r.

“ H A V E  YO U NO  S H A M E ? ”
A  m otion  was made to  donate 

550 to the K u tch e r C iv il R igh ts  
C om m ittee, w h ich  is hand ling  his 
f ig h t  fo r  re ins ta tem ent. A f te r  
the m aker o f the m otion spoke, 
a w e ll-know n  com m itteem an, 
noted fo r  h is slavish adherence 
to  the CP line, took the m ike  
and launched in to  a vic ious a t­
tack  aga ins t K u tch e r and the 
T ro tsky is ts , a long the same lines 
as they  have done la s t Sunday 
a t the S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  Con­
ference A g a in s t T hou gh t Contro l, 
where K u tch e r had also spoken.

Loca l 10 had p rev ious ly  en­
dorsed the K u tch e r defense 
movem ent, b u t a t th a t tim e  the 
S ta lin is ts  had k e p t qu ie t. Now, 
however, w h ipped up by orders 
fro m  local C om m unis t P a r ty  
bosses, they came o u t in to  the 
open.

The p ro -S ta lin is t com m ittee ­
man began his a ttack  by re fe r­
r in g  to  an e d tio r ia l on the  E is le r 
case in  the M arch  29, 1947
M il ita n t .  He claim ed th is  edi­

to n a l was a defense o f a n t i­
com m unist, a n ti- la b o r stool p i­
geons, th a t the SW P advocated 
in fo rm in g  aga ins t com m unists, 
th a t a ll T ro ts k y is ts  were stool 
pigeons, agents o f the boss, etc. 
A t  th is  po in t h is speech ended. 
N o t because he had fin ished, bu t 
because the m em bership refused 
to hear h im  fu rth e r.

S T IL L  NO fl- S A T IS F IE D
One member called, “ Have you 

no shame, to  a tta c k  a m an when 
he w ants  to he lp y o u ? ”  (K u tc h e r 
in his speech had called fo r  the 
defense o f the eleven S ta lin is ts  
on I r ia l  in  New  Y o rk  and also 
in defense o f H a rry  Bridges.) 
O thers cried, “ S it down, you 
ph on y!“  “ Sham e!”  and so fo rth . 
The noise drowned ou t the speak­
er. He sat down to  a chorus o f 
boos.

A  voice vote in  fa v o r o f the 
$50 donation was carried  over­
w h e lm in g ly— b u t s t i l l  the S ta lin ­
is ts  were no t satis fied. They de­
manded a s tand ing  vote. Th is 
tim e  they were crushed. O ut of 
m ore than 2,500 present, about 
tw e lve  voted aga inst K u tch e r!

Local 10 is H a rry  B ridges ’ 
home local. B ridges sa t on the 
p la tfo rm  w ith  K u tche r, b u t he 
said no th in g  despite the beating 
his fo llow ers  took on the union 
f lo o r— o r perhaps because o f it .  
He docs no t have as m any fo l­
lowers now as in 1943 when he 
a ttacked  the 18 leaders of the 
SW P w ith  im p u n ity . M oreover, 
i f  he a ttacke d  K u tch e r, w ho had 
ju s t  spoken in  his defense, he 
w ou ld  have been g iven a rough 
tim e  by the m em bership.

A f te r  the  m ee ting  everybody 
was ta lk in g  about the K u tch e r 
case. One Comment bears repeat­
in g : “ The S ta lin is ts  sure d id  a 
jo b  to n ig h t— n o t on K u tch e r, b u t 
on themselves.”

t io n a lis t P a rty  o f Puerto Rico.
The Regents’ le tte r  to  the SWP 

declares th a t a special com m ittee 
o f Regents w i l l  ho ld a “ hea ring ”  
a t which a representative o f the 
SW P m ay appear to  make an 
o ra l argum ent o r f i le  a m em oran­
dum, o r both.

B u t the na tu re  o f th is  “ hearing”  
indicates tha t i t  w i l l  be every b it  
as undem ocratic and fraud u len t 
as the widely-condemned method 
fo llow ed by C la rk  in  com piling 
his own b lack lis t.

D IR E C T  V IO L A T IO N S
In  the f i r s t  place, the  Regents 

— lik e  C la rk— have given ’the ac­
cused organ izations no b i l l  o f 
pa rticu la rs  to answer. A l l  they 
say is th a t the organ izations have 
been designated as “ subversive”  
by C la rk— a designation th a t has 
absolutely no sanction in law.

The organ izations are thus pu t 
in the position o f being considered 
g u ilty  u n t il they prove th e ir  in ­
nocence— in  d irec t v io la tio n  o f ac­
cepted and tra d itio n a l Am erican 
legal procedure.

T h is  is like  b rin g in g  a man to 
( r ia l on a m urder charge: re fus ­
ing  to  in fo rm  him  when the m ur­
der took place o r where or how 
or even who (he v ic tim  was; o r ­
de ring  the man to  prove tha t he 
is not g u ilty ;  and then having 
the nerve to label such proceed­
ings as a fa ir  hearing.
W ith o u t in  any w ay conceding the  

le g a lity  o f such procedure o r the 
c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the Feinberg 
Act, the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
today announced th a t i t  w il l be 
represented a t the session o f the 
special Regents com m ittee in  A l­
bany by its  na tiona l chairm an, 
F a rre ll Dobbs, who w il l  defend the 
SWP and academic freedom  
aga inst th is  la tes t a ttack  o f the 
w itch -hunters.

Reuther Seeks Tighter 
Rule at U A W  Convention

W alte r Reuther is p lann ing to 
push through the fo rthcom ing  
CTO U nited A u to  W orkers  con­
vention a series o f cons titu tiona l 
amendments to streng then his 
bureaucratic  hold on the union 
and silence any opposition to his 
reactionary policies.

The basic program  o f the 
Reuther machine, according to 
reports fro m  D e tro it, w ould g ive 
new and unprecedented powers to 
the Reuther - con tro lled  In te rn a ­
tiona l Executive Board to “ d isc i­
p line ”  local unions, th e ir  o fficers 
and in d iv idua l members.

Reuther, who is in a bloc w ith  
the reactionary  p rie s t - ridden 
Association o f C atholic Trade 
U nion is ts , is also said to  be 
seeking to  lengthen the tim e  be­
tween conventions and to raise 
the membership dues.

M A IN  E M P H A S IS
This program , i t  is reported, 

was d ra fted  at closed caucus 
r.ieetings o f the top Reutherites. 
The whole emphasis at these 
meetings was on how to increase 
the m achine’s power. On the 
v ita l questions o f unem ploym ent, 
speedup, wages, the R eutherites 
spent l i t t le  or no tim e.

The convention’s cons titu tion  
com m ittee, con tro lled  by the 
Reutherites, w i l l  in troduce, i t  is 
said, the fo llo w in g  amendments, 
a ll a t variance w ith  the t ra d i­
tiona l dem ocratic cons titu tiona l 
practices o f the U A W .

M ORE PO W ER FOR TOPS
). Em power the U A W  top o f­

ficers to take over the supervision 
o f a local union w ith o u t f irs t  
b r in g in g  charges aga inst and 
suspending the local o fficers or 
requ iring  the in te rna tiona l ex­
ecutive board to fo rm a lly  revoke 
the loca l’s charter.

2. A u tho rize  the im m ediate 
issuance o f a new cha rte r cover­
ing the same ju r is d ic tio n  when 
a cha rte r is revoked.

3. G ive to the  in te rna tiona l 
the p ro pe rty  o f any local whose 
cha rte r is revoked.

4. Give the in te rna tiona l ex­
ecutive board power to  p re fe r 
charges aga ins t a local union 
member, to set up its  own t r ia l 
com m ittee which, by a tw o -th ird s  
vote, can find a m em ber g u ilty  
and penalize h im , w ith  no appeal 
except to the next. Convention.

5. P e rm it the in te rna tiona l 
executive board, by tw o - th ird s  
vote, to suspend o r revoke any

local cha rte r, take over the con­
tro l o f any local and suspend any 
officers o f the local.

In  add ition  to these d ic ta to r­
ia l powers aga inst local unions, 
th e ir  officers and members, the 
R eutherites are also proposing 
an amendm ent to make i t  more 
d iff ic u lt  to change the top o f ­
ficers and U A W  po licy by p ro v id ­
in g  fo r  a convention every two 
years, instead o f every year.

O P P O S IT IO N  E X P E C TE D
This la tte r  proposal, as w e ll as 

the one to raise dues from  S1.50 
to 82 a month which was the 
ch ie f top ic o f discussion at the 
top R eutherite  caucus meeting, 
had been repeatedly and over­
w he lm ing ly  defeated at previous 
U A W  convention.

Behind these new bureaucratic 
amendments is R euther’s desire 
to silence c ritic s  o f his “ s o ft”  
a ltitu d e  to the corporations, his 
fa ilu re  to f ig h t the speedup and 
his m iserable se ttlem ent o f the 
recent Ford  s trike .

Despite R euther’s g r ip  on the 
union, h is cons titu tiona l proposals 
are expected to meet w ith  opposi­
tion  a t the convention. They are 
evoking outspoken d isapproval in 
w ide sections o f the union.

ites have given up even the p re­
tense o f a f ig h t,  p rom is ing  on ly  
to  re tu rn  to  the  issue— in  tw o  
years. Thus, so fa r  as the w o rk ­
ers are concerned, the Demo­
c ra tic  tr iu m p h  o f la s t Novem ber 
has ga ined them  no th ing.

The outcom e o f the T a ft-  
H a r tle y  f ig h t  clim axes the s w if t  
and u t te r  ro u t o f the  Dem ocrats 
in  the 81st Congress— a Congress 
in w h ich they are the  m a jo r ity . 
T h is  fa c t alone should ca ll fo r  
the m ost sober re -eva lua tion  by 
the union leaders o f th e ir  p re­
sent p o lit ic a l polic ies and th e ir  
p ro jec tion  o f a fresh and bold 
p ro g ra m  as the next step fo r  
organized labor.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , bo th  the A F L  
and C IO  leaders have responded 
to  the greatest blow dealt labor 
by the 81st Congress w ith  the 
saine old  ro u tin e  answers. They 
show the y  have learned no th in g  
fro m  the devasta ting  experiences 
o f the  past weeks and m onths—  
and. indeed, th a t they don’t  w a n t 
to  learn.

T H E IR  “ E X P L A N A T IO N S ”
The on ly  “ exp la na tio n ”  they 

o ffe r  fo r  the T ru m a n ite  debacle 
on T a ft-H a r t le y  is th a t  there are 
a few  “ t ra ito rs ”  in  the Dem o­
c ra tic  P a r ty  w ho ganged up 
w ith  the Republicans. W h a t was 
la c k in g  w as a few  m ore “ good” 
Dem ocrats. F ro m  th is  the y  con­
clude, as C IO  P resident P h ilip  
M u rra y  does in  the c u rre n t CIO  
News, th a t “ there can be on ly  
one answ er— the fu l l  exercise by 
the people o f th e ir  dem ocra tic  
r ig h ts  a t the po lls in  Novem ber 
1950.”  B y  th is  M u rra y  means 
labo r m ust spend m ore money 
and energy to  elect even more 
c a p ita lis t p o lit ic a l “ frien ds  o f 
la bo r”  —  p a r tic u la r ly  T rum an 
Dem ocrats.

The “ exp la na tio n ”  fo r  the  de­
fea t o f the  T rum an ites  offered

Ad Profits Show 
Who Control Press

Who contro ls  the d a ily  press 
in A m erica? The answer is  
c learly  indicated in  a survey 
recently  sent newspaper ex­
ecutives by the Bureau o f A d ­
ve rtis ing , an o ffsho o t o f the 
A m erican Newspaper P ub lish­
ers Association. The survey 
revealed th a t newspaper re ­
venues fro m  ad ve rtis ing  rose 
to $389,261,000 in  1948, an in ­
crease o f $32,000,000 over the 
previous year. M ost o f the ad­
ve rtis ing  revenue, m a jo r source 
o f newspaper p ro fits , comes 
from  big business firm s. A d ­
ve rtis in g  took 60% o f news­
paper space last year. A d ­
ve rtis in g  money spoke in  the 
o ther 40% o f space occupied by 
news and ed ito ria l m atter.

by union leaders lik e  M u rra y  
evades any honest answ er to  the  
decisive ques tion : H ow  does i t  
happen th a t the D em ocra tic  
P a rty , w ith  co n tro l o f the  ad­
m in is tra t io n  and Congress and 
arm ed w ith  the  p o w e rfu l m an­
date o f the A m erican  voters, has 
gone down so speedily before the  
onslaugh t o f the avowed enemies 
o f labo r?

R O LE  O F T R U M A N IT E S
C o n tra ry  to  the c la im s o f the  

T ru m a n ite  un ion leaders, th e  
D em ocra tic  P a r ty  and T rum an  
never p u t up a serious f ig h t  fo r  
uncond itiona l repeal o f the T a ft-  
H a r tle y  A c t— and never in tended 
to. A s a c a p ita lis t p a rty , se rv ing  
the fundam enta l in te rests  o f the  
c a p ita lis t class, the D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  seeks to  tie  labo r to  the  
c a p ita lis t state. T rum an 's  d if ­
ferences w ith  the Republicans 
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ANTI-UNION, ANTI-JEWISH 
BIAS IN PURGE OF NLRB

“ Anti-New Dealism, anti-unionism and some religious 
faith other than Jewish” are the qualifications for tria l 
examiners in the NLRB, Interstate Commerce Commission, 
Federal Power Commission and
o ther governm ent agencies, ac­
cord ing  to law yers representing 
some o f the 54 t r ia l exam iners 
purged three m onths ago by a 
special six-m an screening board 
set. up by the C iv il Service Com­
m ission.

The purge, which was in s tig ­
ated hy the N a tiona l Association 
o f M anufacture rs  and the A m er- 
rican Bar Association, was de­
signed to  clean out any t r ia l ex­
am iner suspected o f even the 
s ligh test im p a r t ia lity  o r libe ra l 
leanings. H ardest h it  were the

U.S. Economy Skids Sharply
By John G. W righ t

W hen e a rlie r th is  yea r the 
economic Pollyannas staked ev­
e ry th in g  on an im a g in a ry  
“ sp ring  u p tu rn ,”  they a t least 
believed w hat they so, w ro ng ly  
said. These self-deceived in d i­
v idua ls  have now yie lded place, 
in the c a p ita lis t press, to  a d i f ­
ferent. type o f economic fo re ­
caste r last heard fro m  in  the 
days o f Hoover.

I f  the o rig in a l Hoover-type 
fo recaste r u n fa il in g ly  saw “ pros­
p e r ity  around the corner,”  then 
the same phony o p tim is t today 
pretends to  “ see b o tto m ”  to  the 
c u rre n t “ d ip ” — also ju s t  around 
the corner. F ro m  the breeziest 
p riva te  dopesters to  such au­
th o ritie s  as the w eek ly  Business 
W eek o r the N a tio n a l C ity  B ank 
o f New  Y o rk , they a ll assure 
th a t  there w i l l  be no “ deep 
s lum p”  th is  year. N a tu ra lly , 
T rum an  and h is b ra in -tru s te rs  
pipe the same cheerfu l tune.

A nd what* are the  grounds fo r  
th is  fake  o p tim ism  ? In c re d ib ly

enough, i t  happens to be the fa c t 
th a t th is  c o u n try ’s economy has 
nosedived in the la s t tw o  m onths 
—  May. and June —  fa r  more 
a b ru p tly  than anyone had ex­
pected! Since the drop has been 
so steep, they say, “ the bottom , 
thus, m ay be near.”

D E C L IN E  D E E P E N S
In  in d u s try  a f te r  in d u s try  the 

estim ated decline by m idyea r 
fro m  the 1948 peak has been 
fro m  15 to  20%, w ith  the m o­
m entum  becom ing accentuated as 
the weeks ro ll on. Steepest o f a ll 
has been the dow nw ard plunge 
o f such be llw e the r industries  as 
steel.

W hen W e ir o f N a tio n a l Steel 
ven tured to  p re d ic t n o t so long 
ago th a t steel ou tpu t m ig h t fa ll 
to  75% o f capacity by year’s 
end, he was deemed undu ly pes­
s im is tic . E xp e rt a f te r  expert 
rushed to  p re d ic t th a t steel 
w ou ld  “ never” — but- never— drop 
below 75% th is  year.

In  the la s t s ix  weeks, however, 
in g o t o u tp u t has been sk idd ing

a t the ra te  o f 2 Vi po in ts  a week, 
d ropp ing  by the end o f June to 
below 80% capac ity  as aga inst 
102% in the f i r s t  q u a rte r o f th is  
year. The sharpest drop of a ll 
came in the week o f J u ly  2 and 
i t  is pu b lic ly  conceded th q t th is  
"d ip ”  w i l l  continue, and m ay go 
“ as lo w ”  as 60% by the end of 
the year.

W ith  the basic sectors of in ­
d u s try  sk idd ing  so steeply, i t  is 
h a rd ly  su rp ris in g  to  f in d  s im ila r 
conditions in  o ther fie lds . Re­
ta il sales keep s lid in g  o ff, w ith  
the New Y o rk  stores, the b iggest 
and best situa ted, ave rag ing  de­
clines o f 10% th rou gh ou t June. 
O rders o f m anu fac tu re rs  are ad­
m itte d ly  a t least 15% below las t 
year. Inven to ries  rem ain huge 
despite m ou n tin g  la rge-scale liq ­
u ida tion .

T h is  steep decline is n a tu ra lly  
re flected in  the s ta tis tic s  fo r  the 
economy as a whole. The Federal 
Reserve index has been d ropp ing  
a t a m o n th ly  ra te  o f 5 po in ts. 
In  M ay i t  stood a t 174 as aga inst 
the  peak o f 195 and the F R B

au th o ritie s  g lo o m ily  concede th a t 
fo r  June i t  w i l l  be “ around 170,”  
w ith  a s im ila r  drop ahead fo r  
Ju ly .

A L R E A D Y  IN  PROCESS
These o ff ic ia l figu res, doctored 

as they arc, con s titu te  p roo f th a t 
an economic c ris is  o f m a jo r p ro­
po rtions is a lready in  process. 
La rge  sections of the w o rk ing  
popu lation have l i t le  doubt about 
it  inasm uch as they and th e ir  
fam ilies  are experiencing i t  on 
th e ir  backs and bones. Jobless­
ness and cu t-backs in the w o rk  
week are assum ing astronom ica l 
p roportions, rem in iscent o f w ha t 
happened in  the la s t depression.

O ff ic ia l unem ploym ent figu res, 
w h ich  are the m ost h ig h ly  doc­
tored o f a ll, now a d m it to  some 
fo u r m illio n  jobless, ascrib ing  the 
recent increases— a seven-year 
h ig h — p r im a r ily  to  the in f lu x  o f 
“ school-agers.”  A ssured ly  the 
ranks  o f unem ployed are now 
being swelled b y  sw arm s o f 
youngste rs fu t i le ly  seeking jobs. 
B u t i t  is equa lly  unquestionable

th a t the m ou n tin g  tide  o f un ­
em ploym ent is e n g u lfin g  laye r 
a fte r  new la ye r o f w o rke rs  in 
in d u s try  and trade. On top  of 
these “ n o rm a l”  developments, 
technolog ica l unem ploym ent, as 
new equipm ent and new processes 
are b ro ug h t in to  opera tion  am id 
g ro w in g  com petition  fo r  con­
s tr ic t in g  m arke ts, is beg inn ing 
to  p lay  an in c rea s ing ly  p rom inen t 
p a rt in  the spread o f joblessness.

I f  there were some signs of 
s lackening o f the cu rre n t ra te  o f 
decline, they could le g it im a te ly  be 
construed as favo rab le  ind ica tions 
o f a fu tu re  trend . B u t ju s t  the 
c o n tra ry  happens r ig h t  now to 
be the case. The decline is tend­
in g  to become steeper and 
steeper. In  these circum stances, 
o p tim is tic  forecasts are no t even 
w is h fu l guesses, bu t con s titu te  
a tte m p ts  a t de libera te deception. 
O rganized w orkers , above a ll, 
should bear th is  in m ind. Such 
lies are in tended p r im a r ily  to  
lu ll them  in to  a  fa lse fee ling  o f 
secu rity .

N L R B  exam iners, 21 o f whom 
were d isqua lified , a lthough  none 
appointed by N L R B  General 
Counsel Denham were touched.

Heading the  screening board 
as cha irm an is C arl M cFarland , 
c u rre n tly  counsel fo r  the  N A M  
aga inst the  Lobby R e g is tra tion  
A c t, who lias represented b ig  
d a iry  in te rests before the A g r i­
cu ltu ra l D epartm ent. T w o o ther 
board members who determ ine 
qu a lifica tio ns  o f exam iners in  
cases in vo lv ing  b ig  corpora tions 
are W ill is  S m ith  and Joseph Hen­
derson, both past presidents o f 
the Am erican B ar Association.

“ IM P A R T IA L ”  JUD G ES
Sm ith is a m em ber o f the 

Raleigh, N o rth  C aro lina  la w  f irm  
th a t represents the w e a lthy  
Southern R a ilw ay, which is v i ta l­
ly  concerned in  decisions o f ICG 
exam iners. H is  f i r m  also rep re ­
sents the In te rn a tio n a l Paper 
Company, in terested in  the Fed­
era l Power Commission decisions, 
and A rm o u r m eat-packing com­
pany, which has m any eases be­
fo re  the N L R B . Henderson is con­
nected w ith  the  P h ilade lph ia  law  
f irm  th a t lias represented Repub­
lic  Steel, the Southern Steamship 
Company and the B erksh ire  K n it ­
t in g  m ills  in appeals fro m  N L R B  
decisions.

I t  takes no im ag ina tion  to  see 
w hy th is  board carried ou t a purge 
o f t r ia l exam iners and w ha t 
standards i t  w ould set up fo r  such 
exam iners. I t  is especially clear 
w hy the N L R B  exam iners, who 
hear labor cases, were g iven the 
m ost complete house-cleaning.

The purge was so raw , how­
ever, th a t the volume o f protests 
forced the screening board to  re ­
in s ta te  some o f those d isqua lified , 
w ith  the  c la im  th a t these d isqua l­
ifica tio n s  resu lted fro m  “ c le rica l 
e rro rs ”  o r “ mistaken, id en titie s ,”

Taft’s Victory Shows Folly 
Of Depending on Democrats

By A r t  Preis
With the Senate’s rejection of Truman’s “compromise” 

labor bill and its adoption of Taft’s 28 “improvements” on 
the Taft-Hartley Act, the Democratic Party’s pledge to 
repeal the  S lave La bo r L a w  has " 
gone up in  smoke. The T rum an -
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Dobbs Asks Conference 
To Defend Rights of A ll

(Continued from  Page 1)

ac tion  among a ll true  defenders 
‘o f  freedom  and democracy to p ro ­
te c t the r ig h ts  o f persecuted gov­
e rnm en t employees, w orkers in 
w a r industries, libera l-m inded 
scjehtis ts , educators, re lig ious  and 
c u ltu ra l leaders, fo re ign -born  
w orkers  and m in o rity  po litica l 
pa rties.

I f  the conference is to  meet 
th l4  b u rn in g  need o f the hour, 
i t  m ust scrupulously observe in 
its  own ranks the dem ocratic 
p rinc ip les  i t  seeks to  defend. A ll 
sectiOhs o f the labor and libe ra l 
m ovem ent m ust be inv ited  in to  
the  un ited fro n t  on an equal 
basis. A l l  v ic tim s  o f the w itc h ­
h u n t m ust be defended, reg a rd ­
less o f th e ir  p o litica l beliefs.

V IO L A T E D  BY CP
P a r t i c i p a t i n g  o rgan iza­

tions  should, o f course, re ta in  the 
f u l l  r ig h t  to  express th e ir  inde­
pendent p o lit ic a l views, b u t p o li­
t ic a l d iffe rences m ust not be pe r­
m itte d  to  stand in  the w ay o f 
lU lited action to defend freedom 
o f tho ugh t and freedom  o f ex­
p ress ion

Precise ly these elem entary 
p rinc ip les  o f democracy were 
grossly  v io la ted  by the Com m un­
is t  P a rty  delegates who dom inated 
the June 25 Conference For C iv il 
and H um an R ights held by the 
C iv il R igh ts  Congress here in 
New Y o rk  C ity .

T h a t conference co rre c tly  voted 
to  defend the Com m unist P a rty  
leaders now on t r ia l  under the 
though t-con tro l S m ith  A c t, bu t i t  
f la t ly ,  refused to  support the par­
don cam paign o f the 18 Social­
is t  W orkers  P a rty  leaders con­
v ic ted under the same Sm ith A c t 
in 1941.

T ha t conference voted, as was 
proper, to  support all Com m unist 
P a rty  members v ic tim ized  by the 
governm ent purgers, but i t  spurn­
ed an appeal fo r  support to  James 
K utcher, the legless veteran who 
has been fire d  fro m  his c le rica l1' 
job in the Veterans A d m in is tra ­
tion  because o f h is m em bership in  
the Socia list W orkers P a rty .

These appeals fo r  support to 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  v ic ­
tim s o f the purgers and prosecu­
tors were m a lic ious ly  cha racter­
ized by the June 27 D a ily  W orker 
as an a tte m p t to  “ d is ru p t”  the 
conference. The S ta lin is t ed itors 
gloated th a t the appeals were 
“ ove rw he lm ing ly  Voted down.”

This b lind ly  fac tiona l, w ho lly  
indefensib le po licy o f the Com­
m unist P a rty  leaders stands in 
m arked con trast to  the p rinc ip led  
position o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  in  the f ig h t  to defend c iv il 
libe rties . Despite our deep-going 
po litica l d iffe rences w ith  the 
Com m unist P a rty , we defend th e ir 
dem ocratic r ig h ts , ju s t as we de­
fend the r ig h ts  o f a ll ou r po litica l 
opponents w ith in  the labor and 
libe ra l movement.

L IB E R A L  O P IN IO N S
We agree w ith  A lb e r t Deutsch’s 

decla ra tion  in  the Ju ly  3 New 
Y ork  D a ily  Compass th a t “ The 
tes t o f true  fa ith  in  c iv il libe rties  
and the dem ocratic process arises 
when we are called upon to  de­
fend the r ig h ts  o f those w ith  
whose opin ions we disagree.”  
Deutsch denounced the  fac tiona l 
po licy  o f the June 25 conference. 
“ I t  is  d isg race fu l,”  he said, “ to 
exclude T ro tsky is ts  fro m  a share 
in the c iv il r ig h ts  demanded fo r  
Com m unists.”

A no the r prom inen t libe ra l, I .  F. 
Stone, who is a sponsor o f the

World Situation, Eastern Europe 
Analyzed in International Bulletin

Like skilled physicians diagnosing human ailments, 
Marxists study political events, uncover their causes and 
chart their future course. Three political resolutions 
adopted by the A p r i l 1949 Plenum 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Com m ittee o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l ai'e now available. A m e r­
ican w orkers  w i l l  f in d  no be tte r 
guide than  th is  Scientific analysis 
of cu rre n t problems.

In  “ The W ar Danger and O ur 
Tasks,”  the Plenum document p re ­
sents a care fu l study o f economic 
and social forces behind the "co ld  
War.”  I t  pays special a tte n tio n  to 
the u n fo ld in g  depression and 
growing unem ploym ent. W hile  
American cap ita lism  has means 
“ f o r  attenuating and re ta rd in g  
such a volcanic and catastrophic 
process as a w o rld -w ide  depres­
sion, these methods in the long 
rim  must fu r th e r  underm ine the 
stability o f cap ita lism  by c rea ting  
new contrad ictions. W a ll S treet, 
with the c a p ita lis t w o rld  in  tow , 
must seek “ an expedient w ay out 
irt the g ro w th  o f arm am ents and 
In  the w a r its e lf . ”

The poss ib ilities  and lim ita tio n s  
of com prom ise and d ip lom atic  
maneuvers are dealt w ith  in the 
ligh t o f Am erican im p e ria lism ’s 
needs, the policies o f S ta lin , and 
the vast social forces— the masses 
of Europe and the colonial world .
The resolution concludes w ith  the 
Trotskyist program  fo r  the s tru g ­
g le  aga ins t w a r “ as o rgan ica lly  
linked w ith  the da ily  and indepen-

dent s trugg le  o f the masses 
aga inst cap ita lism  and im p e ria l­
ism .”

E A S T E R N  E U R O P E
The second document deals w ith  

“ The E vo lu tio n  o f the B u ffe r 
Countries,”  exp la in ing  im p o rta n t 
changes th a t have occurred in  
Eastern Europe in the past year. 
The S ta lin is ts  now ca ll these coun 
tr ies  “ soc ia lis t.”  W ha t are the 
true  fac ts?  Discussed a t length 
in th is  reso lu tion are the va ry in g  
degrees o f na tiona liza tions  and 
p lanning, the re la tionsh ip  o f the 
bureaucratic governm ents to  the 
K rem lin , and the poss ib ilities  o f 
p a rtia l o r com plete in te g ra tion  
w ith  the Soviet economy.

“ The T h ird  Chinese R evo lu tion”  
is the f in a l reso lu tion  in the bu l­
le tin . I t  analyzes the e ffects o f 
S ta lin is t v ic to ries  on the class 
s trugg le  in  China, the revo lu tion ­
a ry  developments th roughou t the 
F a r East, the re la tions  between 
Moscow and W ashington, and the 
in fluence o f S ta lin ism  on the 
w orld  scene.

Copies o f th is  In te rn a tio n a l In ­
fo rm a tio n  B u lle tin , dated June 
1949, may be obtained fo r  25 cents 
fro m  the Socia list W orkers P a rty , 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  
3, N. Y.

FACTS
Do you w a n t the fac ts  about g ro w in g  unem ploym ent? 

The T rum an  depression? The th re a t o f a th ird  W o rld  W a r?  
Ins ide happenings in  the labo r m ovem ent? R is ing  ind igna ­
t io n  over the w itch -h u n t and “ lo y a lty ”  purge? Get the  fac ts  
in  The M il ita n t !  A m erica ’s lead ing  soc ia lis t w eekly gives yctu 
the s tra ig h t, ungarbled fac ts  about events o f v ita l im portance 
to  every w o rk in g  man and woman.

Facts are im p ortan t. B u t fac ts  m ust be co rre c tly  in te rp re ted  
to  y ie ld  the general tru th s  fro m  w h ich  long-range trends can 
be charted and the fu tu re  predicted. In  th is , The M il ita n t  has 
no equal in  Am erica. U s ing  the M a rx is t method, the m ost 
p o w e rfu l too l o f tho ugh t ye t devised, The M il ita n t  s ifts  the 
ra w  facts , assesses them, ties them  tog e the r and f i t s  them  
in to  th e ir  p rope r place in the p a tte rn  o f w o rld  h is to ry . The 
M il ita n t  helps you to  see the b ig  th in g s  loom ing  ahead. I t  o f­
fe rs  a p rogram  and a course o f action designed to  help labo r 
open a w ay to a w o rld  o f enduring  peace, boundless p le n ty  
and the  brotherhood o f' man.

Read The M il ita n t  re g u la r ly  to  ge t the fac ts  and th e ir  
correct in te rp re ta tio n  Send $1 fo r  s ix  m onths subscrip tion  o r 
$2 fo r  a fu l l  year. F i l l  ou t the coupon and m a il i t  today to  
The M ilita n t,  116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Nam e ...........................................................................................................

S t r e e t ...................................................................................Z o n e ..............

C ity  ..................................................... S tate ............................................

Q  $1 S ix m onths Q  $2 F u ll yea r Q] $4 in  com bination w ith  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, m on th ly  m agazine o f A m erican  T ro t­
sky ism . (F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l alone is $2.50. Y ou save 50c.)

fo rthcom ing  conference on Ju ly  
16-17, s tro n g ly  critic ized  in the 
Ju ly  1 New Y ork D a ily  Compass 
tile  re fusa l o f the June 25 con­
ference to defend the c iv il r ig h ts  
o f the T ro tsky is ts .

“ The cris is  now developing is 
serious enough to  ca ll fo r  jo in t 
action by everyone, r ig h t o r le ft, 
who believes in lib e r ty ,”  Stone 
wrote, “ but th is  can on ly  be 
brought about on a basis which 
provides fo r aid to everybody i r ­
respective o f po litica l views.”

U N T E N A B L E  P O S IT IO N
These are the correct demo­

cra tic  princ ip les upon w h ich  a 
broad labo r and libe ra l opposi­
t ion  to the w itc h -h u n t can and 
m ust be organized. A nd i t  is the 
Com m unist P a rty , w ith  its  a n t i­
dem ocratic po licy o f re fus ing  to 
defend the r ig h ts  o f opposition 
p o litica l tendencies, th a t consti­
tu tes the m ain obstacle to  the 
creation o f such a broad un ited 
fro n t.

I t  is the re fo re  im pera tive  th a t 
the sponsors o f the Ju ly  16-17 
conference prevent the Commun­
is t P a rty  fro m  im posing its  un­
tenable position upon the con­
ference. T h a t ga the ring  m ust 
take a stand in  defense o f c iv il 
libe rtie s  fo r  a ll, regardless o f po l­
it ic a l beliefs. You m ay count 
upon the fu l l  support o f th e  So­
c ia lis t W orker^ P a rty  in th a t en­
deavor.

I t  is on ly proper, the re fore , 
th a t a spokesman fo r  the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty , which has 
been a consistent f ig h te r  fo r  c iv il 
libe rties , should be included on 
the o ff ic ia l speakers’ lis t.  The 
SW P has, in  fac t, long stood in 
the fo re fro n t o f the ba ttle , f ig h t ­
ing  to defend the 18 T ro ts k y is t 
leaders who were the f i r s t  v ic ­
tim s o f the  Sm ith  A ct and fo r  
the re ins ta tem ent o f James 
K utcher, whose ease I. F. Stone 
has called “ the most m oving of 
a ll the lo y a lty  cases.”

We also ask th a t a ll p a rtic ip a t­
ing  organ izations, inc lud ing  the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty , be given 
fa ir  representation on the reso lu­
tions com m ittee and a ll o ther con­
ference com m ittees.

F ra te rn a lly  yours,

F a rre ll Dobbs 
N a tion a l Chairm an 
Socia lis t W orkers, P a rty .

A t  a YYashington conference arranged by Secretary o f A ir  
W . S tu a rt S ym ington (cen te r) a plan fo r s e ttlin g  the 71-day 
anti-speedup s tr ik e  o f the C IO  U n ited  A u to  W orkers a t Bendix 
A ir c ra f t  is worked ou t by Bendix President M alcolm  P. Ferguson 
( le f t )  and U A W  President YValter Reuther ( r ig h t ) .  The workers 
voted to accept the Pentagon plan and re tu rn  to work.

Connallv Bucks CP 
In ALP Primary

In  an open challenge to  S ta l­
in is t dom ination o f the Am erican 
Labor P a rty , C ity  Councilman 
Eugene P. Connally has an­
nounced his candidacy fo r  the 
p a r ty ’s nom ination  fo r  borough 
president o f M anhattan in the 
fo rthco m ing  elections. P rim a ry  
pe titions, sponsored by such w e ll-  
known W allaceites as 0 . John 
Rogge and M ary Van Kleeck and 
others, are now being circu lated.

C A L L E D  “ D IS R U P T E R ”
The S ta lin is ts  are denouncing 

Connally as a “ d is ru p te r”  fo r  the 
sim ple reason th a t he is sub­
m it t in g  th is  question to the 
dem ocratic decision o f the A LP  
membership. They are also t r y ­
ing to make i t  appear th a t Con­
no lly  opposes “ Negro representa­
t io n ”  because the S ta lin is t candi­
date opposing h im  is E w a rt 
G u in ie r, a Negro.

Labor Party Is the Way 
ToFight Taft-Hartley Act

(Continued from  page 1)

and the r ig h t-w in g  o f his own 
p a r ty  on labo r leg is la tion  are not 
over aims, b u t m ethods— and not 
even to  any g re a t degree over 
methods.

Thus, as soon as he was elect­
ed, T rum an  began to  hedge on 
his T a f t-H a r t le y  prom ise. He o f­
fered his own un ion -cu rb ing  law  
seeking to  “ m o d ify ”  the W agner 
A c t. B o th  in' the House and Sen­
ate, the T rum an  Dem ocrats o f­
fered one "com prom ise”  a fte r  
ano the r to  the T a ft-H a rtle y ite s . 
Despite th e ir  pretense o f opposi­
t io n  to  in junc tions , they voted 
in the House fo r  the Sims in ju n c ­
tion  b il l and in  the Senate fo r  
p la n t “ seizures”  w ith  th e ir  im ­
plied in ju n c tio n  powers.

The t ru th  is, the  T rum an  
D em ocrats p re fe rred  the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  A c t  to  no a n ti- la b o r law  
a t a ll. They jo ined w ith  the 
Southern D em ocrats and Repub­
licans in vo tin g  down a b ill fo r  
the  f la t  repeal o f the T a ft-  
I Ia r t le y  A c t. The T rum an ite  
un ion leaders never m ention th is.

A t  no tim e  did  the T rum an- 
ites press the f ig h t  on T a ft-  
H a rtle y , c iv il r ig h ts  o r o ther 
issues in a w ay th a t w ou ld  have 
jeopard ized th e ir  a lliance W ith  
the Southern Dem ocrats. Am ong

the D em ocratic  Senators who 
voted fo r  T a f t ’s in ju n c tio n  
am endm ent were a t least s ix  who 
are in tim a te ly  connected w ith  
a d m in is tra tio n  po licy  - m ak ing—  
Chapman, Connolly, F rea r, F u ll-  
b r ig h t, O’Conor and Tydings. 
T rum an ’s s tra teg y  is designed to 
appease the D em ocra tic  r ig h t-  
w ing, no t to  come to  rea l blows 
w ith  it .

The T rum an ite  union leaders 
can ju s t i fy  th e ir  continued sup­
p o rt fo r  the D em ocra tic  P a r ty  
on ly  by fa ls ify in g  the tru e  role 
and aim s o f the T rum an  Dem o­
crats, concealing the ties between 
the T rum an ites  and the Southern 
D em ocrats and even covering up 
the a n ti- la b o r cha rac te r o f the 
a d m in is tra tio n ’s labo r b i l l and 
amendments.

I f  the f ig h t  fo r  T a ft-H a r t le y  
repea l' has revealed an y th in g , i t  
Is the com plete ba n k ru p tcy  of 
the p o lit ic a l po licy  o f labo r de­
pendence on the  D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  and the T rum an ites . The 
T a ft-H a r t le y  experience demon­
stra tes above a ll the need fo r 
labo r’s com plete break fro m  the 
tw o  old c a p ita lis t pa rties  and 
the launch ing o f its  own inde­
pendent p a rty .

The A F L  and C IO  leaders do 
n o t take  even the e lem entary.
steps to  discuss the s itu a tio n

and seek some un ited so lu tion of 
the grave problem s co n fro n tin g  
the w orkers. Sure ly i f  these 
union leaders were no t com m it­
ted body and soul to  a con tinua ­
tio n  o f th e ir  d ir ty  a lliance w ith  
the T rum an ites , the least they 
w ou ld  now propose is a Congress 
o f La bo r o f a ll the unions to  
d ra ft  a p rog ram  o f jo in t  action 
to continue the f ig h t  fo r  T a ft-  
H a r tle y  repeal.

F o r  labo r to  tu rn  the clock 
back to  the p o lit ic a l policies of 
Novem ber 1948 is an ac t o f sheer 
fo lly . W ill a D em ocra tic  m a jo r i­
ty  in  1951 do m ore than a Demo­
c ra tic  m a jo r ity  today?  W h a t new 
“ t ra ito rs ’-’ w i l l  then arise in  the 
D em ocra tic  ranks  to  fru s tra te  
la b o r’s hopes?

L a b o r m us t move bo ld ly  fo r ­
w ard . T h a t is  the  on ly w ay to 
w in . The lesson o f the  T a ft-  
H a r tle y  experience is th a t  labo r 
m us t bu ild  its  own p a r ty  and 
every delay in  fu lf i l l in g  th is  in ­
dispensable task  is cos tly  and 
leads on ly  to  the s treng then ing  
o f reaction . Novem ber 1950 w ill 
in ev ita b ly  b rin g  more d isappo in t­
m ents and fru s tra t io n s  fo r  labor, 
unless the unions call a Congress 
o f Labor now and construct a 
un ited  p ro g ra m  o f Independent 
la bo r action , w ith  a  labo r p a r ty  
as p lank  No. 1.

Degeneration of Socialist Party
A  devas ta ting  p ic tu re  o f the 

in te rna l s itu a tio n  in  the Socia list 
P a r ty  is d raw n  in  a docum ent 
announcing the  res igna tion  o f a 
g roup  o f m em bers know n as the 
“ Chicago L e f t  W ing .”  I t  gives 
the tru e  measure o f how l i t t le  
“ dem ocracy”  and how l i t t le  
“ socia lism ”  the re  is In the "dem ­
ocra tic  soc ia lism ”  o f N o rm an 
Thom as fo r  whom  th is  t r ic k  
phrase is a banner o f respecta­
b i l i t y  and a weapon aga inst the 
genuine socia lists.

“ The S ocia lis t P a r ty ,”  the 
s ta tem ent po in ts  out, “ is m o ra lly  
and p o lit ic a lly  b a n k ru p t and has 
m oreover s tead ily  w h it t le d  aw ay 
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  so th a t d is ­
s iden t m in o ritie s  in  the p a rty , 
especially on the le ft ,  can no 
longer w o rk  e ffe c tive ly  w ith in  
i t . ”

A n  in d ic tm e n t o f be traya l, the 
docum ent w r it te n  by. a group 
equa lly  opposed to  T ro tsky ism , 
reads lik e  a po in t by  po in t v in d i­
ca tion  o f the c ritic ism s  made by  
us o f these “ T rum an  soc ia lis ts ”  
in  the 1948 P res iden tia l cam ­
paign. I ts  m ain  po in ts  fo llo w :

C R IT IC A L  SUPPO RT
1. “ W hen the w a r came. . . the 

P a r ty  severed its e lf  fro m  Its  
m ost heroic tra d itio n s  and fo r ­
fe ited  Its  c la im  to  be the  bearer 
o f the s p ir it  o f Eugene Debs. 
T h is  was the  g re a t po litica l 
watershed between the SP o f the 
past and the SP o f today.”

2. “ Today the  SP gives c r it ic a l 
support to the fo re ig n  po licy  o f

the U S . . .  E ve ry  d ip lom atic  
v ic to ry  o f the US is ha iled as a 
tr iu m p h  o f democracy over the 
forces o f e v il. '’

3. “ F ro m  the ou tset the SP 
has supported the abom inable 
and lud icrous U n ited  N a tion s . . . 
The P a rty ’s ch ie f com p la in t w ith  
reference to  the T rum an  D octrine  
was s im p ly  th a t i t  should have' 
been carried  ou t th ro u g h  the 
U N  instead o f u n ila te ra lly . . . 
C onscrip tion  is g e n tly  d isap­
proved no t on a n ti-w a r grounds 
bu t (because) i t  is  no t ju s tif ie d  
by ‘m il ita ry  necess ity '. . . M il­
i ta r y  approp ria tions  are g in g e rly  
approached. . fro m  the s tand­
po in t o f e lim in a tin g  ‘w aste ’ and 
‘ in e ffic ie n c y !’ ”

E M B R A C E D  T H E  P A C T
4. “ W ith  regard  to  the M arsha ll 

P lan, the SP has accepted w ith ­
ou t question the supposed h igh - 
m inded m otives o f the govern­
m ent and supported the P lan as 
is w ith o u t fundam enta l c r i t i ­
c ism .”

5. "F in a lly , as the c row n ing  
shame, the  SP, as a lways, w ith  
g ra tu ito u s  advice and reserva­
tions, has embraced the  N o rth  
A t la n t ic  W a r P a c t . . .  A s is his 
custom, N o rm an Thom as is much 
concerned les t the  fo re ign  po licy  
o f the ca p ita lis ts  be w ith o u t su f­
fic ie n t popu la r support, and he 
Is ready w ith  unso lic ited  advice 
as to  how much a catastrophe 
m ig h t be avoided.”

6. “ T ow a rd  the dock s tr ik e rs  
In London the SP took the  same

THE IRON HEEL
by JACK LONDON

w ith  an in tro du c tion  by  A na to le  France

The new edition of the socialist classic of which 
Leon Trotsky wrote:

"T he  book surprised me w ith  the audacity  and independ­
ence o f its  h is to rica l fo re s ig h t. . . London is an op tim is t, on ly 
a pe ne tra ting  and fa rs ig h te d  one. ‘Look in to  w ha t k ind  o f 
abyss the bourgeoisie w i l l  h u rl you down, i f  you don’t  fin is h  
w ith  th e m !’ T h is  is h is  though t. Today i t  sounds incom par­
ab ly  m ore rea l and sharp than th ir t y  years ago. . . The fa c t 
is incontestable: in  1907 Jack London a lready foresaw  and 
described the  fasc is t reg im e as the inev itab le  re su lt o f the 
defeat o f the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion .”
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a ttitu d e  as the ‘L a b o rite ’ s tr ik e ­
breakers I t  is deemed co rre c t 
to  repress the w o rke rs  instead 
o f the em ployers.”

7. " In  G erm any and Japan, the 
SP supports  the re ten tion  o f 
the occupation troops. . . In  th is  
case as in  others, the SP has 
made a down paym ent on sup­
p o rt o f the w a r ex tinc tion . The 
SP does no t fo rg e t to  rem ind 
the governm ent th a t the socia l­
is t  pa rties  abroad can be the 
best a llies of W estern im p e ria l­
ism  in  its  m o rta l com bat w ith  
S ta lin is t im p e ria lism .’’

The w rite rs  o f th is  docum ent 
go on to po in t ou t th a t the de­
generation o f the SP in  the US 
pa ra lle ls  its  be traya l o f socia list 
p rinc ip les  on a w o rld  scale:

D E M O C R A T IC  “ L E F T  W IN G ”
“ The SP is now s tr iv in g  to 

become a p a r t o f the  le f t  w ing  
o f the  D em ocra tic  P a r ty .  . . I t  
has pe rm itte d  dual m em bership 
o f p a r ty  m embers in  the  A D A , 
and recently , In the D em ocra tic  
P a rty  as we ll. . . P lans are now 
openly be ing pushed by  the p a rty  
leadership to  jo in  e lectora l coa­
lit io n s  w ith  the lib e ra l P a r ty  and 
w ith  ‘le f t ’ Dem ocrats.

“ The SP gives support to the 
disastrous un io n -ra id in g  a c t iv i­
ties of the U A W  and o ther 
unions, support o f the IL G  po licy  
to  abandon demands fo r  wage 
increases. . .  approves com pliance 
w ith  the governm ent's  non-Com- 
m un is t a f f id a v it  po licy  in  the 
unions.

“ The SP has, o f course, called 
fo r  the repeal o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  
A c t b u t has no t rebuked N o rm an 
Thom as fo r  s ta tin g  a t the M E S A  
na tiona l board la s t year, th a t the 
ob jections o f the SP to  the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  La w  were no t based on 
the convic tion  th a t ‘a dem ocra tic 
governm ent’ should have no 
power to  regu la te  un ions.”

The res ign ing  members re jec t 
the idea th a t i t  is  possible to 
change the po licy  o f the p a rty  
because i t  is “ no longer a demo­
c ra tic  o rg an iza tio n .”

They p o in t ou t th a t the p a r ty  
in te rn a l organ, H am m er and 
Tongs, has appeared on ly  a few  
tim es in  the past years consist­
in g  o f "a rtic le s  m a in ly  so lic ited 
by the appara tus.”  A rtic le s  sub­
m itte d  by  c ritic s , a fte r  “ ga ther-- 
in g  dust fo r  m onths”  were re je c t­
ed by  the N a tio n a l Secre tary 
w ith  the s ta tem ent: “ We don’t  
p r in t  such crap .”

“ The n a tion a l conventions o f 
the SP are shows w h ich  are 
tho ro u g h ly  con tro lled  by the 
leadership. The conventions are 
steered aw ay fro m  basic issues

and end up dealing w ith  pe ri­
phera l questions o f no la s ting  
im portance . . . The w a r issue was 
k e p t o f f  t lie  f lo o r o f the 1946 
convention u n t il the last hour.”  
Then a “ stam pede ta c tic  was 
em ployed to  rush i t  th rou gh  w ith  
a m in im um  o f discussion so i t  
could go on the press w ires.”

In  the new con s titu tio n  adopted 
by the p a rty , the N a tio n a l E x ­
ecutive C om m ittee  “ has assumed 
the r ig h t  to appo in t and remove 
local func tiona ries  o f the p a rty .”  
The c o n s titu tio n  does aw ay w ith  
the r ig h t  o f p ro po rtiona l rep re­
sen ta tion  fo r  the purpose o f d is­
b a rr in g  le f t  w inge rs  on the NEC. 
The new p a rty  s ta tu tes provide 
fo r  a "N a tio n a l C ouncil”  w h ich  
“ sha ll no t ho ld  m eeetings.”

“ B O U N D  A N D  G AG G ED ”
U nde r the new con s titu tio n  

“ the Y P S L  is now bound and 
gagged hand and foo t, com plete­
ly  a t the m ercy  o f p a r ty  bureau­
c ra ts  and pub lic  s p o k e s m e n ...”  
The League’s newspaper C ha l­
lenge, was "p u t  to  death”  by 
the p a r ty  leadership. The N E C  
"s ta rve d  ou r na tiona l secre ta ry ” 
and then offe red to subsidize an 
o rgan ize r provided he was “ a 
ce rta in  N o rm an Thom as fa v o r­
ite .”  Then “ aided by appropria te  
stooges and ringers, i t  took con­
t ro l o f the Y P S L  1946 convention 
by a s lig h t m a rg in .”

In  Chicago, the docum ent 
states, a s itu a tio n  occurred w h ich  
best revealed “ the d ic ta to r ia l 
na tu re  o f the present p a r ty  
leadership.”  W hen the loca l fe ll 
in to  the hands o f le ft-w ing e rs , 
the r ig h t  w in g  closed down the 
p a r ty  o ffice  and N orm an Thomas 
proposed the revocation o f the 
reg iona l cha rte r which the NEC 
unan im ously passed w ith o u t 
“ w a it in g  to hear unpre jud iced 
fa c ts .”

U nde r the  cap tion  “ SP is 
Dead,”  the document sums up 
as fo llo w s : “ The S oc ia lis t P a r ty  
cannot c la im  to  be the  socia list 
m ovem ent. I t  has less than 3,000 
members, padded a t th a t, and 
m o s tly  on paper. M em bership is 
open to anyone who has the dues, 
provided they are no t too fa r  
to  the le ft.  P a r ty  o ff ic ia ls  are 
sough t by a d ve rtis in g  in the 
press. . . The o rgan iza tiona l de­
c line  w ou ld  no t be so serious i f  
the p a r ty  had m a in ta ined  its  
soc ia lis t in te g r ity .  There are such 
th in g s  as unfavorable, c ircu m ­
stances. B u t the  SP has su rren ­
dered its  princ ip les, and the  ch ie f 
m easure o f its  in te rn a l decline 
is th is  loss o f p rinc ip le  and the 
c ircu m sc rip tio n  o f in te rn a l de­
m ocracy.”

LETTER FROM GERMANY
"Benefits" of the Marshall Plan

When the firs t news came of a plan supposed to aid 
Germany and other nations economically during their 
period of reconstruction, the German Social Democrats 
and the trade union bureaucrats 
rushed to procla im  th a t th is  plan 
was orig ina ted  by Am erican trade 
un ion ists and o the r progressive 
forces w ith  a view  to  he lp ing  the 
war-devastated European coun­
tries. And the m a jo r ity  o f the 
German w orkers believed th a t the 
economic cris is  in th e ir  country  
would soon come to an end.

Before the currency re fo rm  was 
in s titu ted , the da ily  ra tions  s t i l l  
rem ained around 1300 - 1500 
calorics a day. “ L e t us w a it  a 
l i t t le  b it , ”  urged the re fo rm is t 
leaders, when questions started 
to bo raised by the w o rk in g  
class, “ the ERP has to be applied 
and there fore  they need a l i t t le  
more tim e .”  And the people did 
w a it a l i t t le ,  t i l l  the currency 
re fo rm  was “ made”  under the 
aegis o f the ERP. On the day the 
A llie d  governors issued the law, 
the bureaucrats jo ined w ith  the 
ca p ita lis t pa rties  in a common 
chorus o f how rosy the outlook 
now was fo r  the w o rk in g  people.

Brauer, M ayo r o f H am burg, 
fo rm e rly  advisor to C hiang K a i- 
shek and subsequently a leading 
member o f the A E L , declared:
“ The German w o rk in g  class now 
has the p o s s ib ility  o f earning 
money w hich has a rea l value.
Our economy w i l l  fun c tion  be tte r 
and bette r. Ahead is a new period 
o f w o rk , o f f r u i t f u l  w o rk , fo r  a ll 
those who w ish to  w o rk .”

A month la te r the German 
labor bureaucracy was shouting :
“ The currency re fo rm  was an 
attem pt o f the cap ita lis ts  to load 
the w ar debts on the backs o f the 
w orkers.”  T h is  is true . But why 
d idn ’ t they say i t  when the c u r­
rency re fo rm  was s t i l l  on ly  some­
th ing the ru lin g  class dreamed 
about? Nobody can cla im  that 
the lop leaders o f German labor 
did not know about i t  in  ad­
vance. Herbert K riedem an, Social 
Dem ocratic member o f a three- 
man com m ittee, the firs t o ffic ia l 
German body to which the secret 
was revealed, issued no protest 
a t the tim e. No. On the con tra ry , 
he supported the A llied  proposal.

La te r, when the laws issued by 
the F ra n k fu r t  Economic Council 
became more and m ore unpopu lar 
and the masses began to res is t, 
the re fo rm is ts  came ou t in  .open 
opposition. They denounced the 
employers and th e ir  po litica l 
stooges fo r  hav ing  betrayed the 
German people. They c ritic ized  
them b itte r ly ,  bu t said no th ing  
at a ll about the source o f a ll 
these developments, the M arsha ll 
Plan, w h ich they s t i l l  supported.

D u ring  th is  period prices con­
tinued to c lim b and w ith  them 
the p ro fits  o f the cap ita lis t class. 
Wages did not rise, but in  some 
cases ac tu a lly  fe ll. The class 
antagonism s become more and 
more apparent and wage s tru g ­
gles in en tire  industries shook 
the nation . The re fo rm is t leaders 
Were forced to  do som ething, 
once the masses began to clam or. 
They called fo r  a 24-hour s tr ik e  
th roughou t W estern G erm any and 
staged dem onstrations in  some 
cities, but they did not ca ll fo r  
revo lu tiona ry  action by the G er­
man p ro le ta r ia t. They published 
some rad ica l-sound ing a rtic les  
in th e ir  papers, as the A F L  and 
CIO do in Am erica, but in re a lity  
they ju s t sat do ing no th ing. B u t 
th is  was no t the end o f the events 
which started w ith  the ERP 
conference in  Paris.

N ine ty -five  per cent o f a ll G er­
man towns w ith  50,000 inhab i­
tan ts and over have been des­
troyed by the bombs o f the 
“ lib e ra to rs ." 13,000,000 people 
from  cast o f the “ Oder-Neissen- 
lin ie "  have been crammed in to  
w hat is le ft  o f Germ any. F o r 
these reasons we Germans need 
to bu ild  houses, houses and more 
houses. Unem ploym ent, never­
theless, has m eanwhile arisen. 
A ny th in k in g  man w il l  under­
s o ld  tha t in  a coun try  lik e  
Am erica, under cap ita lism , un­
em ploym ent is unavoidable, b u t 
such a s itu a tio n  in  devastated 
G erm any cannot fa il to be viewed 
as b it te r ly  iron ic  and insu ffe rab le .

The trade  un ion leaders declar­
ed th a t unem ploym ent would be 
o f lim ited  du ra tion . T h a t was in 
January. Now, in M ay, unem ploy­
m ent is g re a te r than ever. In  m y 
town, Goettingen, fo r  instance, 
5,000 out o f 30,000 w orkers have 
no jobs. In  the  ne ighboring  
d is tr ic t  unem ploym ent is as 
widespread as i t  was in the g reat 
depression o f 1930-33. Prices re ­
main so steep th a t m any workers 
cannot buy th e ir  ra tions, which 
are s t i l l  ra th e r low  (2,000 
calories per man per day).

In  b r ie f, th is  is how the Ger­
man p ro le ta r ia t has bene fitted  
from  the M arsha ll Plan. The 
w orkers o f Germ any, today 
m isled by th e ir  re fo rm is t leaders 
and oppressed by the M il ita ry  
Governments and the na tive  
cap ita lis ts , w i l l  awaken. We 
t evo lu tiona ry  socia lists know  th is . 
Then G erm any w il l  once again 
become the key to the European 
s itua tion .

Jane Kelly Wins
First Place in
N. Y. Sub Campaign

The New Y'ork Local o f the 
Socia list W orke rs  P a rty  com­
pleted its  tWo-week campaign, fo r  

subscrip tions to  The 
M ilita n t w ith  a 
to ta l o f 63. In add i­
tion , tw o subs fo r  
F o u r t h  In te rn a ­
tiona l, the theore­
tica l m agazine o f 
A m erican T ro ts k y ­
ism, were turned in.

D u ring  the cam ­
paign, 118 sing le  
copies o f The M il i ­
ta n t were sold and 

13 copies o f F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.
Jane K e lly  o f the B rooklyn  

Branch took top honors w ith  a 
to ta l o f 8 subs. The prize  she 
won was a day at a m ountain 
camp free o f charge.

Ruby P arker o f H arlem  and 
K a th y  o f B rooklyn  tied  fo r  second 
place w ith  5 subs each.

Hugh o f Harlem  made th ird  
place w ith  4 subs.

O t the New Y’ ork  Branches, 
B rooklyn  came f irs t, cha lk ing  up 
a to ta l o f 28 subs.

“ A t its  last C ity  Convention in 
F ebruary ,”  declared L ite ra tu re  
Agent H a rry  Gold, “ the New 
Y’ o rk  Local again em phasized-the 
g rea t po litica l im portance o f the 
T ro ts k y is t press and resolved to 
make one o f o.ur m a jo r tasks the 
increase o f its  c ircu la tion . C a rry ­
ing out th is  reso lu tion , the 
branches began re g u la r sales o f 
The M ilita n t and F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona l a t pub lic  ga therings, 
union m eetings and college cam ­
puses. The resu lts  have been 
g ra tify in g .

“ However, th is  energetic a t t i ­
tude was no t carried  over in to  
sub-ge tting . M any comrades even 
fe lt  fa ta lis t ic  about i t  —  as i f  
no th ing  could be done to coun­
teract the increased d ifficu ltie s  
o f the past year o r so.

“ T h is  was an incorrect a t t i ­
tude. U nders tand ing the g re a t 
importance, o f w iden ing  the num ­
ber o f re g u la r readers o f The 
M ilita n t and F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l, we took as our new m otto : 
W ork  harder.

“ I t  was w ith  th is  m otto  in m ind 
th a t Local New Y o rk  organized 
its  tw o  - week cam paign. The 
w eather was sw e lte ring  bu t the 
tu rn -o u t o f comrades was »x- 
ce llcn t and the experience o f the 
campaign m ost encouraging. We 
th in k  the Local has broken the 
soell. Tt’s not as easy as i t  used 
to be. bu t you can get subs i f  
you w ork  harder.”

Cleveland is likew ise  sw ing ing  
in to  action on the subscrip tion  
fro n t. L ite ra tu re  A °*ent Bob 
K im rs lev w rite s  th a t “ We intend 
to s ta rt a m in im um  o f renewal 
w ork . W e’re g iv in g  every active 
comrade o n e  renew al card w ith  
n name and address each week. 
We w i l l  rep o rt on i t  at every 
m eeting .”

Rena Breschi, L ite ra tu re  Agent 
fo r  Boston, reports  th a t “ A 
group o f us w ent out w ith  the 
E inste in  ed ition o f the paper 
las t n igh t. We sold 10 copies o f 
(he paper. We expected be tte r 
sales b u t th a t was the re s u lt."

Los Angeles L ite ra tu re  Agent 
B ert Deck te lls  us th a t some o f 
tho comrades go ing out a fte r  
subscrip tions are ta k in g  down­
paym ents fro m  w orkers who 
happen to  he hard  - pressed 
financ ia lly . “ The down-paym ent 
idea m ay prove usefu l as people 
s«em to w an t the paper bu t lust 
don’t have the readv cash.”  W ith  
a few  v is its , however, enough is 
accumulated to  finaneo a sub­
scrip tion  fo r  s ix  m onths o r a 
year.

M eanw hile, Comrade Deck re ­
ports . sales o f single copies con­
tinue  to be good. “ Ruth w ent 
se lling  Tuesday and re a lly  came 
th rough . She sold 5 F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona ls  on the U C L A  cam­
pus, 12 copies o f The M il ita n t 
at a steel fa c to ry  and 22 copies 
o f The M il ita n t on a street corner 
in W a tts  (a predom inan tly  Negro 
and Mexican w ork ing-c lass ne igh- 
ho ihood). The la tte r  sale has 
given us g reat hopes th a t we 
can sub s tan tia lly  increase our 
c ircu la tio n  v ia  the street corner 
method. I  m ig h t m ention th a t 
Ruth sold those 22 in less than 
alt hour. In  add ition  to th is , 
E la ine sold 5 copies o f The M il i-  
fa if t  a t a CP m eeting  on c iv il 
r ig h ts .”



Page Three
Subscrip tions: $2 per ye a r; 

•1 fo r  6 m onths. ¡Fore ign: 
$3.50 per y r ;  $2 fo r  8 mos.

“ Entered as second class 
m a tte r M a r. 7, 19-14 a t the 
Post O ffice  a t New York, 
N . Y.. under the ac t o f M ar. 
S. 1879.“

Bundle O rde r* (5 or more
copies): 8c each 1a D.®., do 
each In  fo re ign  countries.

Signed a rtic le s  by con tribu ­
tors do not necessarily rep­
resent The M ilita n t 's  policies. 
Theae are expressed In  Its
ed ito ria ls .

Vol. X I I I  - No. 28 Monday, Ju ly  11, 1949

TROTSKY

In  the c a p ita lis t states the m ost m onstrous fo rm s  o f bureau­
cra tism  are to be observed precise ly in the trade unions. . . 
I t  is thanks to th is  th a t the whole s truc tu re  o f cap ita lism  now 
stands u p rig h t, above a ll in  Europe and especially in  England. 
I f  the re  were no t a burecfucracy o f the trade  unions, then the 
policé, the a rm y ,' the courts, the lords, the m onarchy would 
appear before the p ro le ta ria n  masses as no th in g  bu t p it i fu l 
and rid icu lous p layth ings. The bureaucracy o f the trade 
unions is the backbone o f B r it is h  im peria lism .

— Leon T ro tsky , “ Communism and Synd ica lism ,”  1929.
LENIN

Labor Internationalism
Two rival “ world gatherings” were re­

cently held in Europe in the name of “ la­
bor internationalism.”  One was sponsor­
ed by the Kremlin; the other was inspir­
ed by the U. S. State Department. Both 
Were travesties on genuine working class 
internationalism.

In Milan, Italy, 450 hand-picked Stalin­
ists met in the second congress of the 
World Federation of Trade Unionists to 
mobilize European labor behind the cur­
rent power-moves of the Moscow totali- 
tarians. A t the same time, AFL and 
CIO spokesmen were holding the spot­
light at a preparatory conference in Gen­
eva, Switzerland, to set up a “ new anti- 
Communist international trade union or­
ganization”  with the sole aim of sup­
porting American imperialism in its cold 
war against the Soviet Union.

Not an iota of international labor soli­
darity nor of concern for the interests 
of world labor motivated either body. 
They represented, within the world labor 
movement, the extension of the conflict 
between the two leading world powers 
and its enslavement of the working class 
to the one or the other.

A t the behest of Moscow and Washing­
ton, the present rival labor bureaucracies 
had cooperated during the war to rally 
international labor behind the alliance of 
the Soviet Union and the “ democratic” 
imperialists. The CIO and the British 
union leaders had then united with the 
Stalinists to form the WFTU. Then, in 
the name of “ international labor solidar­
ity ,”  they strove jointly to mobilize the

workers into the camp of American and 
British imperialism.

Now these recent allies are trying to 
divide world labor along the post-war 
lines of world power politics. They are 
no more inspired by sentiments of “ labor 
internationalism”  than when they join­
ed forces during the war to betray labor.

I t  is ironic to see the AFL and CIO 
working so harmoniously together in 
Geneva to foster a “ new international 
trade union body”  when they have failed 
to join forces to defend the most ele­
mentary interests of the workers in their 
own country. These bureaucrats mak'e no 
move toward joint labor action in this 
country even after the terrible blow which 
the Senate struck the American workers 
last week on Taft-Hartley. Can we then’ 
believe their new “ labor international­
ism”  is concerned in the slightest with 
the real needs of the workers abroad?

When Karl Marx and Frederich Engels 
101 years ago issued their clarion call, 
“ Workers of the World, Unite!,”  they 
sought the organized unity of the inter­
national working class against all its ex­
ploiters and oppressors. They preached 
the complete independence of the labor 
movement in unremitting international 
struggle against the capitalist ruling 
classes everywhere.

What the present-day labor servitors 
of imperialism or Stalinism offer is a 
foul and criminal perversion of the work­
ing class internationalism taught by 
Marx and Engels and their great dis­
ciples like Lenin, Trotsky and Debs.

The 30-Hour Week Demand
Everybody knows that joblessness is 

no mere threat today. For many, all too 
many, millions it  is now the terrible 
reality.

Official government figures for June 
set a 7-year high in unemployment. I t  
is a public secret that the liars in Wash­
ington habitually underplay the actual 
number of jobless.

Both the AFL and the CIO have pub­
licly made this charge time and again. 
When Washington itself is compelled to 
admit that the number of unemployed is 
close to the four million mark, only a 
very foolish individual would be inclined 
to minimize the actual extent of unem­
ployment.

Most of the official union leaders can 
hardly be classified as fools, notwith­
standing their lightminded conduct in 
instance after instance. Yet they persist 
not alone in themselves minimizing the 
unemployment problem but in ignoring 
it  in practice.

In one major industry after another — 
in steel, auto, rubber and others — union 
contracts are now up for negotiation.

Nevertheless, conspicuous by its ab­
sence is the demand for the institution

of the 30-hour week with no reduction 
in pay.

This is one of the most effective im­
mediate remedies that labor is able to 
take in order to halt the spread of job­
lessness. Our labor movement has learn­
ed this lesson from the bitter experience 
of the Thirties.

This legitimate and realistic and indis­
pensable demand has been adopted for 
years by unions in both the AFL and the 
CIO, from the most progressive to some 
of the most conservative.

Yet we find today complete silence on 
this score among the top union official­
dom. While union contracts are being ne­
gotiated, they are not even offering lip- 
service to the demand for the 30-hr week.

What are they waiting for? The num­
ber of jobless is increasing, not decreas­
ing. This weakens and not strengthens 
the position of the unions.

When is there a better time for ad­
vancing such a demand i f  not in the days 
when union contracts are up for negotia­
tion? When will they be ready to figh t 
for vital demands like this one, i f  they 
refuse to do it  under relatively favor­
able conditions?

Let the People Decide
As the Senate opened debate on the 

North Atlantic Pact, no one doubted that 
this greatest m ilitary alliance in history 
would get rubber-stamp approval. The 
Senate discussion, as almost every news­
paper conceded, wrnuld be a mere formal­
ity. The accent was on speed.

Democrats and Republicans are in ac­
cord on this treaty to commit this coun­
try  to war whenever Washington finds 
the pretext of “ aggression”  against any 
of its pact partners. There may be some 
token opposition from a few old isola­
tionist elements. But no one expects their 
tired voices to be heard above the flood 
of rampant imperialist oratory.

Hypocrisy has keynoted the speeches 
for the pact from the start of the Senate 
discussion. Senator Tom Connally, in the 
opening speech, blandly claimed that the 
pact was “ not directed against the So­
viet Union nor its satellites” but was 
“ aimed only against aggression and war.”

How peculiar that this pact “ aimed only 
against aggression and war” contains 
among its signatories the Netherlands 
government freshly-drenched in the blood 
of the Indonesian people and the French

rulers who are scouring the independence 
fighters of Indo-China with bullets and
bombs.

This pact is designed for war. I t  aims 
to establish Western Europe as a m ilitary 
bastion. I t  would permit the administra­
tion, through the president, to launch 
m ilitary operations anywhere at any 
time. What the Senate is preparing to 
rush through, in reality, is a decision to 
thrust the world into another blood bath 
whenever American Business and its 
agents in Washington think the time is 
ripe.

But those who will fight and die in the 
war which the pact will prepare have 
had no voice on the matter. The Amer­
ican people have never been consulted 
on the pact or any of the other war prep­
arations. The imperialist ruling class 
fears their voice.

I f  the people have the power to decide 
the question of war or peace, they will 
never let the war-makers have their way. 
That is why we say, “ Take the war-mak­
ing powers away from the White House 
and Congress. Let the people vote on war 
or peace!”

Press Comment on Civil Rights Controversy
‘With Liberty and 
Justice-for Some’
From An Editorial in 
June 30 N. Y. Post

W e are sure th is  repub lic  can 
surv ive  w ith o u t governm ent is ­
suance o f a  “ subversive”  lis t. 
The Justice  D e pa rtm en t’s in c lu ­
sion o f o rgan iza tions on th a t lis t 
w ith o u t even the  fo rm a lity  o f a 
hearing  renders the  whole busi­
ness even m ore in to le rab le . We 
in tend to keep on saying so un­
t i l  A tto rn e y  General C la rk  aban­
dons the  practice. The procedure 
inv ites  u n fa ir , high-handed de­
cree. I t  is also superfluous. F o r 
C o m m un is t-fron t o rgan iza tions 
have long ago m astered the a r t  
o f exposing themselves.

The so-called C iv il R igh ts  Con­
gress, w h ich  held a pe p -ra lly  
in  M adison Square Garden the 
o the r evening, d ra m a tic a lly  i l ­
lu s tra te s  th e  p o in t . . .  L a s t w eek­
end the N ew  Y o rk  S ta te  d iv is ion  
o f the C iv il R ig h ts  Congress held 
a conference to  approve a ll the 
cu rre n t reso lu tions in  the cu rre n t 
C om m unist book. T h ings  were 
proceeding w ith  m il ita n t  m onot­
ony u n t il an unexpected in te r ­
ru p tio n  occurred. A  m em ber of 
the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
(whose members regard  T ro tsky  
ra th e r tha n  S ta lin  as the true  
re v o lu tio n a ry  p rophet) go t up 
and urged the conference to con­
demn the w a rtim e  prosecution o f 
lead ing T ro tsky ite s  and the “ dis­
lo y a lty ”  ouster o f James K u tch e r 
fro m  h is Veterans A d m in is tra ­
tion  post. The proposal o ffe red a 
tru e  tes t o f the Congress’ devo­
tio n  to  the cause o f unpopu lar 
m ino ritie s . The T ro tsky ite s  were 
prosecuted under the S m ith  A c t 
—  the same dangerous and op­
pressive la w  under w h ich  the 
C om m unist leaders are now be­
in g  tr ie d  and w h ich  the  C iv il 
R ig h ts  deplores (when i t  is ap­
plied to  the C om m unists). K u t ­
cher was f ire d  under the loose, 
ca tch -a ll language o f the lo y a lty  
p ro g ra m  w h ich  the C iv il R igh ts  
Congress condemns.

B u t Com m unists hate T ro ts k y -

ites m ore than any o ther fo rm  
o f con tem porary  h u m a n ity  and 
Com m unists do no t believe in 
c iv i l libe rtie s  fo r  those whom  
they dis like . So the delegates to 
the C iv il R ig h ts  assemblage 
voted to  re jec t the proposed reso­
lu tion . T h e ir de libera tions ended 
w ith  f ie ry  denunciations o f a ll 
curbs on the c iv il r ig h ts  o f Com­
m un is ts  and s to lid  silence on the 
sub ject o f T ro ts k y ite  freedom . 
The episode m ust have been both 
pa in fu l and revea ling  fo r  any non- 
Com m unists w ho found them ­
selves in the ha ll on the m istaken 
assum ption th a t the m eeting  was 
dedicated to  the preserva tion  o f 
lib e rty  fo r  a ll. . . .

Stalinists Taint 
Civil Rights Issue
From July 1 Column 
By I. F. Stone in 
Daily Compass

I  am no t w ill in g  to  pass over 
som eth ing w h ich  happened l i s t  
week-end a t the C iv il R igh ts  
Congress in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

I  re fe r to  the hisses, boos and 
ca tca lls  w h ich  drowned ou t an 
a ttem p t by a T ro ts k y ite  to  in tro ­
duce an am endm ent to  a reso­
lu tio n  condem ning the cu rre n t 
t r ia l o f the Com m unist leaders 
a t F o ley Sq. I  w a n t to  d iicuss 
th is  because I  believe i t  goes to 
the he a rt o f ce rta in  serious p rob­
lems in the  f ig h t  fo r  c iv il lib e r­
ties.

C iv il lib e r ty  is  based on some­
th in g  m ore fundam enta l than  
constitu tions. I t  is based on an 
a tt itu d e  o f m ind. People w ho go 
to a conference in the c u rre n t 
f ig h t  to  m a in ta in  free speech in  
A m erica— and then hoot down a 
speaker whose views they  dis­
lik e — dem onstra te th a t they  have 
no rea l conception o f w h a t they 
are ta lk in g  about.

W h a t d id  th is  speaker t r y  to  
do? He tr ie d  to  amend the reso­
lu tio n  in tw o  ways. One was by 
hav ing  i t  also condemn the pre- 
Pearl H a rb o r prosecution o f the 
M inneapolis T ro ts k y ite s  under

the same S m ith  Sedition A c t. 
The o ther was to  p u t the C iv il 
R igh ts  Congress on record in 
support o f w h a t I  called in  PM  
"th e  case o f the legless ve te ran ,’ ’ 
James K u tcher.

A n  o rgan iza tion  w h ich  devotes 
Its e lf to  the defense o f “ c iv il 
r ig h ts ”  ought no t to ob ject to 
e ith e r am endm ent. The Com ­
m un ists  &ay, qu ite  r ig h t ly ,  th a t 
w hat can be done to  th e ir  lib e r­
ties lays a founda tion  fo r  ta k in g  
aw ay o th e r people’s libe rties .

The M inneapo lis case, as I  
w ro te  a t the tim e  in  The N a tion , 
la id  the foundations fo r  ju s t such 
a prosecution as th a t  now go ing 
on in  F o ley Sq. A t  th a t  tim e  the 
D a ily  W o rk e r applauded the 
T ro ts k y ite  prosecution, subord i­
n a tin g  p rinc ip le  to  p a r ty  fa n a t i­
cism, and the C iv il R igh ts  Con­
gress le ts  secta rian ism  b lin d  i t  
now.

The K u tc h e r case is the m ost 
m oving o f a ll the lo y a lty ' cases. 
K u tche r, a w a r hero w ho los t 
both legs in  I ta ly ,  was ousted 
from  a $45 a week c le rk ’s job 
in  the N e w ark  o ffice  o f the V e t­
erans A d m in is tra tio n  fo r  “ d is­
lo y a lty ’’ because he was a m em ­
ber o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a rty , a T ro ts k y ite  s p lin te r 
group. Jus t w h a t secrets he 
could have stolen in  the N e w ark  
V A  o ffice  is beyond m y im a g in a ­
tion . H is  case is the reductio  ad 
absurdum  o f the lo y a lty  purge 
and as such deserves the  support 
o f the C iv il R igh ts  Congress.

T a c tic a lly , to  refuse support 
was stup id , fo r  i t  provides e v i­
dence th a t the C om m unist P a r ty  
m e n ta lity  con tro ls  the C iv il 
R igh ts  Congress. M o ra lly , i t  was 
bad, fo r  i t  m eant th a t the Con­
gress would no t help people who 
were on the outs w ith  the Com­
m un is t P a rty .

. . .so long as the C om m unists 
jo in  in the f ig h t  fo r  c iv il lib e rty , 
they  ta in t  the issue by  ta lk in g  
one w a y  when th e ir  own r ig h ts  
are a t stake and scream ing fo r  
police action  aga inst the r ig h ts  
o f th e ir  opponents, as the y  did 
in  the M inneapo lis case.

The c ris is  now developing" is 
serious enough to  c a ll fo r  jo in t  
action by everyone, r ig h t  o r le ft, 
who believes in  l ib e r ty —but. th is

can on ly  be b rough t about on a 
basis w h ich  provides fo r  a id  to 
everybody, irrespec tive  o f p o lit i­
cal v iew s.. . .

‘Disgraceful to 
Bar Trotskyists’
From July 3 Column 
By Albert1 Deutsch 
In Daily Compass

I  am  in  fu l l  agreem ent w ith  
the c r it ic is m  o f the C iv il R igh ts  
Congress made F r id a y  by  m y  
colleague, I .  F . Stone. I t  is d is ­
g ra ce fu l to  exclude T ro ts k y is ts  
fro m  a share in  the  c iv i l r ig h ts  
demanded fo r  Com m unists. M em ­
bers o f bo th unpopu la r p o lit ic a l 
m in o rit ie s  have been persecuted 
under the  suppresive S m ith  A c t. 
The tes t o f tru e  fa ith  in  c iv il 
libe rtie s  and dem ocra tic  process 
arises when we are ca lled upon 
to  defend the r ig h ts  o f those 
w ith  whose opin ions we disagree, 
w he the r they be T ro tsky is ts , 
C om m unists o r Vegetarians.

Daily Worker 
Relies on Evasion

The D a ily  W o rk e r discussed 
the C iv il R igh ts  Congress d ispute 
tw ic e ; bo th tim es i t  c a re fu lly  
re fra ine d  fro m  le tt in g  its  readers 
know  ju s t  w h a t the issues in  the  
d ispute re a lly  are.

On June 27 its  re p o rt o f w h a t 
happened a t the conference in ­
cluded one s h o rt pa rag raph :

“ A n  a tte m p t by F a rre ll Dobbs, 
T ro ts k y is t  leader, and several 
fo llow ers, to  d is ru p t (the  aca­
dem ic freedom ) panel, collapsed. 
A  T ro ts k y is t  reso lu tion  he o f­
fered was ove rw he lm ing ly  voted 
down.”

On J u ly  1, the day a f te r  the 
Post’s ed ito ria l, the Press Round­
up colum n o f the W o rke r said: 
“ The Post fu lm ina te s  aga ins t 
the recent conference o f the 
C iv il R igh ts  Congress, w h ich  re ­
fused to  p e rm it d is ru p tio n  by 
the T ro ts k y ite  F a r re ll Dobbs 
who sought to  confuse the  c u r­
re n t c iv i l r ig h ts  issue w ith  the 
case o f the w a rtim e  treach e ry  o f 
18 T ro ts k y ite s . .

Toledo Meeting Protests Persecution 
Of Two Religious Objectors to War

TOLEDO, June 20 — 150 people met here last night 
to protest the persecution of two persons who have refused 
to comply with laws they believe lead to war. Both persons, 
m otiva te d  in  th e ir  opposition to» 
w a r by re lig ious  beliefs, are con­
scientious ob jectors.

One o f these, L a r ry  Gara, was 
rece n tly  convicted o f counseling 
a young s tuden t no t to  reg is te r 
fo r  the d ra ft.  G ara is Dean o f 
Men a t the B lu fto n , Ohio, M en- 
non ite  College. A t  the t r ia l  the 
evidence showed th a t the s tudent 
w ho refused to  re g is te r had 
a lready made up his m ind  in  the 
m a tte r  before he ever m e t Gara.

Despite th is , the  judge in  e f­
fec t, in s tru c te d  the  ju r y  to  b r in g  
in  a  v e rd ic t o f g u ilty  on the 
g round th a t G ara had “ encour­
aged”  h im  to  pe rs is t In h is re ­
fusa l. Gara, a conscientious ob-

CP Burns Fingers on Kutcher
By George B re itm an

E v e ry  tim e  the S ta lin is ts  touch 
the James K u tch e r case, they 
b u m  themselves. E ve ry  tim e  they 
open th e ir  m buths about the case 
o f the  legless veteran who was 
purged fro m  the V A  because o f 
membership in the  Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty , they deal another 
dam ag ing blow  to  the  defense 
o f c iv i l libe rties , in c lud in g  th e ir  
own. B u t lik e  d ru g  addicts, they  
can’ t  leave i t  alone.

They d isc red it themselves ev­
eryw here, even am ong th e ir  
sym path ize rs and members, by 
re fu s in g  to  suppo rt K u tc h e r ’s 
c iv il r ig h ts  because he is an 
uny ie ld ing  p o lit ic a l opponent of 
the irs . T h a t is the same a rg u ­
m ent m any people use in  re fus ing  
to support the c iv il r ig h ts  o f the 
S ta lin is ts . B u t the S ta lin is ts  
cannot le t i t  go a t th a t, o r p re ­
serve a shamefaced silence. In  
add ition  to  no t sup po rting  K u t ­
cher themselves, they  don’t  w a n t 
anyone else to  support h im  either.

A s  evidence o f the depths to  
Which they w i l l  descend in  order 
to prevent aid fo r  K u tcher, we 
ca ll a tte n tio n  to  a le n g th y  ed i­
to r ia l p rin ted  on June 24 in  the 
N o rth w e s t ed ition  o f the D a ily  
People’s W orld , W est Coast 
S ta lin is t paper, in  the m id s t of 
K u tc h e r ’s successful to u r  o f th a t 
area. E n t it le d  "L o o k  O ut fo r  Th is 
Booby T ra p ,”  the e d ito r ia l warns 
“ m isguided libe ra ls  and progres­
sives”  th a t  eve ry th in g  connected 
w ith  the K u tch e r case “ reeks of 
fra u d  and deceit.”

S T A N D A R D  S L A N D E R S
M ost o f the “ p ro o f”  adduced 

fo r  th is  charge has l i t t le  to  do 
w ith  the fac ts  in  the K u tch e r 
case its e lf, be ing a m onotonous 
re p e titio n  o f a ll the  lies and 
slanders S ta lin ism  has ever d i­
rected aga inst T ro tsky ism . They 
say we were o r are agents o f 
H itle r ,  the Japanese m ilita r is ts , 
C hiang K ai-shek, the D utch im ­
pe ria lis ts  in  Indonesia, T ito  and 
F ranco. The t ru th  o f course is 
th a t the  blood o f countless T ro ts ­
k y is t  m a rty rs  is on the hands of 
these despots, who knew  they 
could never c o rru p t o r w in  the 
co llabora tion  o f T ro ts k y is ts — as 
a ll o f them  (w ith  the  exception 
o f F ranco ) were able to do a t 
one tim e  o r another w ith  S ta lin .

Needless to  say, the l is t  of 
these im a g in a ry  crim es is head­
ed by the charge th a t  the “ es­
sence”  o f ou r p rogram  is “ the 
destruction  o f the Soviet U n ion .”  
B u t as every reader o f The 
M il i ta n t  know s and can check 
fo r  h im se lf, we defended the So­
v ie t U n ion aga inst im p e ria lis t a t­
ta c k  d u rin g  W o rld  W a r I I ,  de­
sp ite  and aga inst the  crim es 
com m itted  b y  the S ta lin is t bu ­
reaucracy aga inst the w o rk in g  
class in  the  USSR and elsewhere. 
A nd , as any issue o f our paper 
dem onstrates, we are the  m ost 
im p lacab le  foes o f a ll o f W 'all 
S tree t’s p repa ra tions fo r  a  new 
w a r aga ins t the  S oviet U n ion,

in c lud in g  the  A t la n t ic  P act and 
t iie  M arsh a ll P lan.

S T A L IN IS T  “ PRO O F”
G e ttin g  back to  the  K u tch e r 

case, here is w h a t the People's 
W orld  says on beha lf o f its  con­
ten tion  th a t the case “ hasn’t  the 
rem otest connection w ith  the 
defense o f c iv i l r ig h ts ”  o r the 
s trugg le  aga inst T rum an ’s “ lo y ­
a lty ”  purge;

“ Indeed, the T ro ts k y ite s  them ­
selves g ive the show aw ay by 
b lan d ly  presen ting  the A m erican  
Legion as one o f the o rgan iza­
tions defending K u tche r. T h is  
b ig  brass m il i ta ry  o u t f i t ,  w h ich  
has brazen ly added book b u rn ­
in g  to  its  long lis t  o f blows a t 
the fundam enta l r ig h ts  o f a ll 
c itizens, has the g a ll to  say th a t 
the f ir in g  o f the T ro ts k y ite  is a 
‘d o u b tfu l’ lo y a lty  caie. In  o the r 
words, the so-called f ig h t  to  re ­
store K u tch e r to  h is job  is in  
re a lity  a f ig h t  to  establish the 
T ig h t k in d ’ o f police state though t 
co n tro l.”

There is not a g ra in  o f t ru th  
in the c la im  th a t we ever pre­
sented the A m erican  Legion as a 
defender o f K u tche r. The Mili­
ta n t has lis ted  hundred« o f ’o r­
gan iza tions defending K u tche r, 
and never once since the  case 
began have we included the 
Legion o r any o f its  posts. A nd  
the reason we haven’t  is  th a t 
none o f them  ever came to  his 
defense.

W ha t, then, is the foundation  
o f th isvS a lin is t lie ?  S im p ly  th is —  
th a t the K u tc h e r C iv il R igh ts  
C om m ittee  issued a le a fle t on 
the case, con ta in ing  ex trac ts  
fro m  sta tem ents by  various 
papers and o rgan iza tions under 
the t it le ,  “ Here A re  Some Com ­
m ents.”  A m ong these ex trac ts  
was one fro m  the pu b lica tio n  of 
the N a tio n a l A m erican ism  Com­
m ission o f the A m erican  Legion, 
w h ich  read as fo llow s :

“ K u tcher, the  legless vet, los t 
bo th legs in  I ta ly .  H is  jo b  in  the 
V A  was d e fin ite ly  non-confiden- 
t ia l o r sens itive ...  .The K u tch e r 
case is the re fo re  an a lm ost pe r­
fe c t exam ple o f bu reaucra tic  
bu ng lin g  in  how n o t to  handle 
a do ub tfu l lo y a lty  case.”
W H A T  T H E  L E G IO N  F E A R S

N o w  the A m erican  Legion, as 
every in fo rm ed  person knows, is 
an en thus iastic  suppo rte r o f 
T ru m a n ’s "subve rs ive”  b lack lis t, 
w h ich  includes the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty . A n y  c r it ic is m  
the Legion makes o f the govern­
m en t purge is fro m  the r ig h t—  
th a t is, th a t  the  purge is no t 
be ing pursued v ig o ro us ly  enough, 
th a t i t  is being “ bungled,”  etc.

I t  was in  th a t  sense th a t the 
Sept. 1948 issue o f the N a tiona l 
A m erican ism  C om m ission’s pub­
lica tion , S um m ary o f T rends and 
Developm ents, discussed the case. 
I ts  opening sentence con firm s 
th is  com p le te ly : “ A n  ex trem e ly  
suspicious and provocative l i t t le  
jo b  was rece n tly  pu lled  o f f  in  
New Jersey wh ich m ay ve ry  w e ll 
re s u lt in  the  whole lo y a lty  p ro ­

g ram  being bad ly com prom ised 
in con troversy and confusion.”

C o n tra ry  to  the d ir ty  in s inu a ­
tion  th a t the Legion w ants 
S ta lin is ts  purged b u t n o t T ro ts ­
ky is ts , the Leg ion  w itch -hu n te rs  
were no t a t a ll upset by  the 
K u tch e r case ou t o f sym pa thy  
fo r  the legless veteran. (They 
fa v o r the ouster o f a ll rad ica ls  
and even libe ra ls  fro m  govern­
m en t em ploy.) W h a t bothered 
them  Was the tim in g  o f K u tc h e r ’s 
d ism issal— ju s t  a t the  tim e  when 
the purge discharges were be­
g in n in g  to  take  place on a mass 
scale. W h a t bothered them  m ost 
o f a ll was the fa c t th a t the c ir ­
cumstances in the K u tc h e r case 
are so obv ious ly  outrageous th a t 
i t  could serve to  d isc red it the 
purge as a whole.

Instead o f recogn iz ing  th is  
fa c t, the S ta lin is ts  go ou t o f 
th e ir  w ay to  t r y  to  cover i t  up 
and the reby to  weaken the case 
w h ich  even the w itch -hu n te rs  
a d m it can “ bad ly com prom ise”  
the purge system . A n d  notice 
how they do i t — by  bo rrow ing  
one o f the m ost notorious fea­
tu res o f the  governm ent purge 
to  concoct th e ir  own version o f 
“ g u ilt  by associa tion.”

W H Y  T H E Y  A C T  T H A T  W A Y
W herever K u tche r goes to speak 

about his own case, he in v a ria b ly  
stresses the  need fo r  defense o f 
the C om m unist P a r ty ’s c iv il 
r ig h ts  as w e ll. B u t the  e d ito r ia l 
fin ishes o f f  its  sm ear jo b  b y  say­
in g : “ To ta lk  o f ‘c iv i l lib e rtie s ’ 
fo r  a K u tch e r is to  ta lk  o f ‘c iv il 
lib e rtie s ’ fo r  a W a rd  W arren  o r 
a Lou is Budenz”  (who support 
and help the  governm ent’s per­
secution o f the S ta lin is ts ) . As 
m ore and m ore people observe 
th is  shabby conduct, i t  is  no 
wonder th a t  the S ta lin is ts  are 
fin d in g  i t  ha rde r and ha rde r to  
en lis t support fo r  th e ir  defense 
fro m  those forces w ho re a lly  
w a n t to  preserve c iv il libe rties .

“ B u t i f  re fus ing  to  defend 
K u tch e r underm ines th e ir  own 
defense, w h y  don’t  the S ta lin is ts  
reverse th e ir  position  o u t o f 
sheer s e lf- in te re s t? ”  T h is  ques­
tion  m ust have occurred to  m any 
people who are puzzled by  the 
S ta lin is t a tt itu d e  to  K utcher. The 
answer is th a t the whole s tru c ­
tu re  o f S ta lin ism  has been b u ilt  
fo r  m ore than  2V2 decades on 
a founda tion  o f system atic fa ls i­
f ic a tio n  gbou t the tru e  na tu re  of 
T ro tsky ism .
T R U M A N  A N D  T H E  CP

To change th e ir  position  on 
K u tch e r w ou ld  be to  ad m it the 
com plete fa ls ity  o f th e ir  charges 
abou t T ro ts k y is ts  be ing agents 
o f the  fasc is ts  and bad ly  d is­
c re d it S ta lin ism  in  the  eyes o f 
ra n k  and f ile  S ta lin is ts . R a the r 
than do th a t, w h ich  m ig h t b r in g  
the S ta lin is t s tru c tu re  down in  
ru ins , they  p re fe r to  run  the 
r is k  o f d isc re d itin g  themselves 
in  the eyes o f the general public, 
w here— perhaps— s u ffic ie n t a n ti-  
T ro ts k y is t  slander m ay coun te r­
a c t the  damage done b y  th e ir

rea c tion a ry  assault on the c iv il 
lib e rtie s  o f th e ir  w o rk in g  class 
opponents.

W e T ro ts k y is ts  have no ob­
je c tio n  to  the S ta lin is t leaders 
c u tt in g  th e ir  own th roa ts , and 
there  is no t a p a rtic le  o f p o lit ic a l 
sym pa th y  fo r  S ta linsm  behind 
ou r e f fo r t  to  force them  to 
change th e ir  stand on the K u tc h ­
e r case. On the  c o n tra ry , w h a t 
m otiva tes  us is the fa c t  th a t 
in  la bo r and lib e ra l c irc les today 
the  practices o f S ta lin ism  are 
the m a in  obstacle to  the fo rm a ­
tio n  o f a broad un ited  m ovem ent 
in  defense o f c iv i l liberties . 
W h ile  we defend the r ig h ts  of 
the S ta lin is ts , despite our po litica l 
d ifferences, we a t the same tim e  
demand th a t the y  abandon the 
c r im in a l p ractices w h ich  sabo­
tage the  fo rm a tio n  o f a mass 
m ovem ent to  p reven t the estab­
lishm en t o f a police s ta te  in  the 
U n ited  States.

A nd  as an im p o rta n t c o n tr i­
bu tion  to  the fo rm a tio n  o f such 
a m ovem ent, we prom ise to  con­
tinue  o u r e ffo r ts  to  show the 
w o rk in g  class th a t  the  T rum an  
a d m in is tra tio n  and C om m unist 
P a rty , despite th e ir  p o lit ic a l d i f ­
ferences, see eye-to-eye on the 
propos ition»  th a t  the K u tc h e r 
case “ hasn’t  the  rem otest con­
nection w ith  the defense o f c iv il 
r ig h ts ”  and th a t i t  is  w rong  “ to 
ta lk  o f ‘c iv i l lib e rtie s ’ fo r  a 
K u tc h e r.”

Subscribe to
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been rem oved fro m  h is  post by 
the Toledo Council o f Churches 
because he refused to  pay th a t 
percentage o f h is income ta x  
w h ich  he ca lcu la ted  w o u ld  be 
used to  finance the next w a r.

D r. H e n ry  H i t t  Crane, c h a ir­
m an o f the  M ich iga n  A m erican  
C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion  and a m em ­
ber o f the E xecu tive  B oa rd  o f 
the F e llow sh ip  o f R econcilia tion , 
said, "W h a t do we do when the 
sta te  comes a long and says th a t 
you sha ll n o t even have the r ig h t  
to  advise people to  fo llo w  th e ir  
conscience? The on ly  th in g  you 
can do is de fy  i t . ”

New York Jobless 
Claims Number 721,000

A sharp r ise  in unem ploym ent 
has been recorded in  New  Y o rk  
state as an “ unprecedented 
volum e o f c la im s”  poured in to  
the State D iv is ion  o f P lacem ent 
and U nem ploym ent Insurance. 
S e tting  the to ta l figu re  a t 721,- 
000, an o ffic ia l spokesman o f th is  
bureau estim ated th a t 6%  o r 
some 44,000 were “ s u ffe r in g  
delays in  co llec ting  th e ir  benefits.”  
P a r t ic u la r ly  hard h it  by such 
delays are unemployed seamen.

Found Wrong Facts:
S tr ik in g  CIO longshorem en in  

H aw a ii on J u ly  1 voted over­
w h e lm ing ly  to re jec t term s o f a 
se ttlem ent proposed by Gov. 
In g ra m  S ta inback’s Em ergency 
F act F in d in g  Board. The board 
“ found”  th a t the w o rkers  should 
ge t on ly  a 14-cent h o u rly  in ­
crease, instead o f the 32-cents 
they demand to  b r in g  th e ir  wages 
to w ith in  10 cents o f rates pa id 
on th is  c o u n try ’s W est Coast.

V is it y o u r lo ca l headquarters o f the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
A K R O N  — 4 So. H ow ard  St.. 2nd f l .  

every a fte rnoon  1 to  4 p. m . Meetings 
Sunday 2 p. m.

BOSTON—W o rk e rs  E ducationa l Center. 
10 S tu a rt S t., open W ed. 5:30-9:00 P.m.,
,octal la s t Sat. o f  m onli.

B U F F A L O —M ili ta n t  Fo rum , 62» M a in  
S t., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adlson 3900. E ve ry  
a fte rnoon  except Sun.

CHICAG O— 166 W . W ash ing ton B lvd . 
Rm. 312-314. D a ily  except Sun., 11:30 to 
3:30: o r phone fo r an appointm ent.

C L E V E L A N D  —  Pecks H a ll,  1446 E . 
82nd S t, (o f f  Wade P k. Ave.) M on th ly  
Pub lic Forum . 1st Sun., 8 p.m .

D E T R O IT —6108 L inw ood Ave. Phone 
T Y  7-6267, Mon. th rough  Sat., 12-5 p.m .

F L IN T — S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  H a ll, 
215 E a s t N in th  S treet. Phone: 2-2496. 
Open House S a tu rday evenings.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t Publ. Assn., 
Room 325. 124 W . 6 tli St. Phone VAndyke 
8061.

SA N  PF5DRO—M ilita n t, 1008 S. P a c ific  
Room 214.

L Y N N . (M ass.)—M ili ta n t Publ. ABen., 
44 C en tra l Ave., o ffice  open Tues., Wed. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.

M IL W A U K E E —917 N. 3rd S t., 3rd f l .  
Sun. th rough  F r I . ,  7:30-9:30 p.m . Phone 
H opkins 2-5337.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4 th  St. Phone 
M a in  7781. D a ily  except Sun., 10 a .m .- 
6 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (Conn.) —  F o r In fo r­
m ation  w r ite  P. D. Box No. 659 o r 
phone 3-3287.

N E W  H A V E N —F o r In fo rm a tio n  tele­
phone 7-8780.

N E W A R K -M 2 3  S p rin g fie ld  Ave. Phone 
B ige low  3-2574. Reading room. Open 
da ily . 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (H q .)— 116 U n ive r­
s ity  Place. Phone GR G-8149.

H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t., R m . 28. 
Phone MO 2-1866. Open discussion. 
F rid a y , 8 p.m.

BR O N X—H u n ts 'P o in t Palace, 953 
Southern B lv d ; Room  25. E ve ry  F t l .  
n ig h t a t  8:30 p.m.

B R O O K LY N  —  M andel’s M anor, 
343 Pennsylvania Ave., o f f  S u tte r, 
m eetfngs every Thurs . evening a t 8.

C H E L S E A — 130 W . 23rd S t. Phone 
^ L  5-2488.

O iiK L A N D  (C a l.) -----F o r in fo rm a tio n ;
phone TE m p leba r 2-8153 o r  TE m plebar 
£-3735, o r  w r ite  P. M ontauk, 90G-B Cy­
press St., Oakland 7.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  *— 1303-05 W . G ira rd  
Ave., 2nd f l .  Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open da ily . Fo rum , F r i. ,  8 p.m .

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F i f t h  Ave.. 2nd f l .  
Forum s 2nd F r i .  each m onth . M a rx is t 
class 4 p.m . every Sat. M eetings every 
Thurs., 7 :30 p.m .

SA N  FR AN CISCO — 1739 F illm o re  Ave., 
4th f l .  Phone F l  6-0410. D a lly  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p.m.

ST. LO U IS  — * " F o r  in fo rm a tio n ,
phone PR 5305.”

SEATTI4E—M ayna rd  B ldg ., 1st Ave.« 
R. 201. So. & W ash ing ton. Te l. M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough  SaL,' 12-5 p .m . B ranch 
meeting, F r i. ,  8 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

TO LE D O  — M o n th ly  open m eeting. 
F ou rth  Tuesday, 8 p.m ., K apps H a ll,  
413 Sum m it, Room  2.

W O RCESTER, (Mass.) —  F o r In fo rm a ­
tio n  w r ite  P.O . Box 554, W orcester.

YOUNGSTOW N —  234 E . Federa l S t*. 
Phone 3-1355. W ed., F r i . ,  Sat., 1:80 te 
4 p.m.

je c to r d u rin g  W o rld  W a r I I ,  
served 3 years in  federa l prison 
fo r  re fu s in g  to  take  up arm s 
d u rin g  the recent holocaust.

A lth o u g h  G ara has announced 
his in te n tio n  to  appeal h is 18 
m onths sentence to  the  Supreme 
C ourt, i f  necessary, he has been 
denied b a il d u r in g  the appeal 
and is now in ja il.  T h is  re fusa l 
o f b a il is  a m easuring  rod o f 
the v in d ic tiv e  a tt itu d e  o f the 
w arm ongers  tow a rds  pa c ifis ts  
who, even in  th e ir  m ild  and in ­
e ffe c tu a l w ay, are p lac ing  ob­
stacles in  the  m ad p lunge in to  
ano the r w ar.

In  the  o ther case, Rev. A le ck  
D. Dodd, a Toledo m in is te r, has



A Deathly Sick World
-  By John G. W rig h t ■

Elsewhere in  th is  issue we have b r ie f ly  su r­
veyed the trends in our g ra ve ly  dislocated 
domestic economy. Tt m ay w e ll be th a t the s itu a ­
tio n  is even g ra ve r than m ig h t appear from  
cu rre n t developments a t home.

O ur country , like  the rest o f the ca p ita lis t 
w o rld , is under the v ir tu a lly  complete dom ination 
o f g ia n t monopolies. And m onopoly cap ita lism , 
a senile social o rder in acute stages o f decay, 
does n o t possess the recupera tive  powers o f 
cap ita lism  in its  youth. E ve ry  set o f economic 
d iff ic u lt ie s  tends to become more and more 
m alignan t.

I t  m ust never be fo rg o tte n  th a t the “ recession”  
a t home cannot be isolated fro m  w h a t is happen­
in g  abroad. I t  is on ly a component p a r t o f some­
th in g  bigger. The U.S., huge as i t  is, rem ains 
b u t a p a r t  o f w o rld  cap ita lism .

In  the m eantim e, the w orld  economic s itua tion  
has been de te rio ra tin g  a t .an even fa s te r rate 
than in  th is  country.

The W orld  Economic Report ju s t issued by the 
U n ited  N ations discloses th a t there has been a 
w o rld -w ide  decline o f production and g ro w th  o f 
unem ploym ent in the f irs t  qu a rte r o f th is  year. 
U.S. economy then stood a t much h igher levels 
than i t  does today. The w orld  slum p has un ­
questionably worsened in the in te rva l.

Such developments are no t on ly cum ula tive  
b u t reciproca l. W ha t happens in fo re ig n  ca p ita lis t 
countries has its  repercussions here, and vice 
versa. T h is  is bound to  aggravate conditions in 
every country , in  the f irs t  instance in Am erica, 
the la rgest sing le  sector o f w o rld  cap ita lism .

C onditions in W estern Europe have been go ing 
fro m  bad to worse. The Benelux countries, which 
appeared to be the best o ff,  find themselves in 
a b lind -a lley .

B r ita in , the second la rge s t sector o f w o rld  
cap ita lism , is to t te r in g  on the b r in k  o f bank­
rup tcy , am id declin ing  fo re ig n  and domestic 
trade and production.

In  addition to a ll her o ther troubles, B rita in  
once again faces a gold cris is, w ith  her reserves 
already 400 m illio n  do lla rs below the  “ danger 
leve l.”

The Labo rite  governm ent has ju s t announced 
the suspension o f a ll new im ports  fro m  the 
U n ited  States and Canada “ u n til September 15.”  
Th is s ignifies a double b low : The B r it is h  people 
w ill eat less and buy less, w h ile  w orld  trade as 
a whole w i l l  decline s t i l l  lower, h it t in g ,  f irs t  and 
forem ost, the U.S. and Canadian economies.

The do lla rs thus “ saved”  may te m p o ra rily  
postpone the day o f reckon ing bu t cannot ave rt 
it. A currency cris is  is now engu lfing  the fiscal 
system not alone o f B rita in  bu t o f v ir tu a lly  the 
whole o f W estern Europe. F in lan d ’s devaluation 
o f her currency by 1 7 y J r/ r  is on ly the m ost recent 
sign o f th is .

The French are pressing fo r  a g re a tly  stepped 
up M arsha ll A id  program . The Am erican im ­
pe ria lis ts , themselves faced w ith  budgetary 
deficits, are deaf to these and s im ila r  pleas. 
They are instead seeking to beat down th e ir  
European sate llites w ith  the weapon o f the a ll-  
pow erfu l do lla r. They w a n t currency devaluation 
abroad, p a rtic u la r ly  th a t o f the E ng lish  pound.

B r ita in ’s g row ing  d ifficu lie s  m ay easily p rec i­
p ita te  a w orld  currency cris is  before the summer 
is over.

And th is, coupled w ith  deepening economic 
convulsions here and abroad, may w e ll lead to 
ca lam ities on a scale expected and foreseen by 
nobody.

They Want W ar
■ By Joseph K e lle r  — ^

Echoing the more ra b id ly  jin g o  press like  
H ears t and Scripps-Howard, the A F L  top m oguls 
are dem anding a ll-ou t U.S. aid to the doomed 
m il i ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  c f  Chiang Kai-shek, butcher 
o f the Chinese people.

T h is  demand was voiced on J u ly  4 th rough  the 
A F L ’s so-called Free Trade U n ion  Com m ittee. 
The F TU C  represents the A F L  on in te rna tiona l 
a ffa irs  and includes W illia m  Green as honorary 
president, w ith  M a tthe w  W o ll, David Dubinsky 
and Jay  Lovestone as its  active gu id in g  ligh ts .

W h ile  a ll the more responsible and sober 
c ircles o f A m erican im peria lism  have m arked 
C h iang ’s reg im e o f f  the books, the A F L  b ig ­
w igs  call h y s te ric a lly  fo r  the m ost in tensive 
A m erican in te rven tion  in  China to t r y  to  save 
Chiang’s ru le  fro m  the m erciless re tr ib u tio n  o f 
h is to ry .

The F T U C  clam ors fo r  “ no recogn ition , trade 
w ith  o r economic assistance to the Com m unist 
forces in China,”  fu ll im m ediate aid to the N a ­
tio n a lis ts  “ under the ca re fu l supervision o f 
A m erican m il ita ry  and economic au th o ritie s ”  and 
fo r  Am erican m issions, inc lud ing  m il ita ry , to  aid 
the  Chinese in  defending th e ir  homeland, in 
fu r th e r in g  democracy and free  trade unionism , 
and in  be tte rin g  th e ir  liv in g  and w o rk in g  con­
d ition s .”

To ta lk  about “ fu r th e r in g  democracy and free 
trade  un ion ism ”  th rough  the N a tio n a lis t reg im e 
is to  dw ell in  sheer fan tasy. Ch iang rose to  power 
on the bones o f the Chinese labo r movement. He 
wiped the Chinese unions out in  blood, s la ug h te r­
in g  w orkers  by the hundreds o f thousands.

As fo r  democracy even in  a s tr ic t ly  p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  sense, there never was an election in

China. Chiang ru led by force o f arm s th rough  
a t in y  clique o f co rru p t w ar-lo rds, bankers and 
o ther cap ita lis ts . H is  arm ies were b u ilt  by seiz­
in g  peasants and m arch ing  them  o f f  in  chains.

I t  is no t out o f sym pathy fo r  the f r ig h t fu l s u f­
fe r in g s  o f the Chinese people under Chiang th a t 
Am erican im peria lism  now refuses to  aid h im  any 
longer. I t  is the recogn ition  th a t his reg im e is 
so co rru p t and ro tten , so incom petent and 
unstable, th a t to send i t  any more do lla rs and 
supplies would be pou ring  them  down a ra t-ho le  
in  which b illion s  upon b illions  o f U.S. do lla rs 
had already vanished.

The Chiang reg im e collapsed p r im a r ily  fro m  
sheer inner ro t. Its  g ra ft ,  depradations and whole­
sale robbery b rough t China to  economic ru in . 
I ts  conscrip t-s lave a rm y deserted by the hundreds 
o f thousands. T h a t is w hy the S ta lin is t a rm y  was 
able to tr ium p h .

China is not Greece. The S ta lin is ts  command 
hundreds o f thousands o f experienced troops. 
To d rive  them  back, the Am erican im p e ria lis ts  
know, would mean no th ing  less than fu ll-sca le  
U.S. m il ita ry  in te rven tion  and w ar.

W o ll, D ubinsky and Lovestone w e ll understand 
th is , as they likew ise know  the fo u l d ic ta to r ia l 
pa tte rn  o f C hiang’s ru le. Thus, w hat they are 
demanding, in e ffec t, is th a t th is  coun try  dispatch 
an A m erican a rm y to China to restore C h iang ’s 
to ta lita r ia n  dom ination. These c r im in a l elements, 
who profess to  speak in  the name o f Am erican 
labor, w a n t to send Am erican boys to  f ig h t .and 
die on Chinese soil to reestablish a “ dem ocracy”  
and “ free  trade  unions”  th a t never existed outside 
the m inds o f the F T U C -A F L  labo r fakers.

A Catholic Answers Spellman
C ardinal Spellman was no t speaking fo r  a ll 

Catholics when he demanded th a t the U.S. 
T reasury finance C atholic schools and denounced 
Representative Graham  Barden as a “ disciple o f 
b io g o try ”  fo r  his fcde ra l-a id -to -cdueation  b ill 
wh ich provides th a t federal funds shall be used 
on ly  fo r  pub lic  education.

Representative A ndrew  Jacobs o f Ind ianapolis, 
a devout C atholic and m em ber o f the House 
Education and Labor Com m ittee o f w h ich Barden 
is  cha irm an, said in a s ta tem ent to  Catholic- 
laym en th a t a g re a t m any Catholics are opposed 
to Spellm an’s action. A nsw ering  Spe llm an’s 
c la im  th a t denial o f public funds to parochial 
schools was “ d isc rim in a tio n ”  aga inst C atholic 
children', Rep. Jacobs said:

“ As long as we have the same r ig h t  to send 
ou r ch ildren to pub lic  schools as anyone else wc 
are not d iscrim ina ted  against. And as Catholics 
we do n o t have the r ig h t  to  a separate, pub lic ly  
supported school system, nor does any o ther group 
o f people have such r ig h t.

“ W hatever can be c o n s titu tio n a lly  done to  aid 
a  ch ild  w ill w in  my support. However, I cannot 
and w i l l  no t support any measure th a t g rants  
pub lic  financia l aid to p r iv a te  o r parochia l 
schools.

“ We have the r ig h t  to bu ild  and m a in ta in  
our churches,”  the Ind iana Dem ocrat said, “ but 
n o t to bu ild  o r m a in ta in  them w ith  pub lic  funds. 
O ur paroch ia l schools are an ad junct o f our 
re lig ion , established fo r  educational use instead

o f public schools, sole ly fo r  the sake o f the 
ch ild ’s re lig ious  tra in in g .

“ The issue is clear. E ith e r you keep paroch ia l 
schools and m a in ta in  them or take public funds 
and convert them  in to  pub lic  schools, and they 
w il l  then no longer serve the re lig ious  purposes 
fo r  w h ich they were established.”

The Roman Catholic h ie ra rchy, headed by 
C ard ina l Spellman, has jo ined w ith  the m ost 
reactionary  b ig  business elements in a ttack ing  
federa l aid to education because th e ir  demand 
fo r  special p riv ile g e  has no t been granted. 
Catholics are being urged to oppose the Barden 
B ill by sermons and posters in Catholic churches. 
One poster reads: “ The Barden B il l w il l impose 
tax  w ith o u t p a rtic ip a tio n ”  —  a lthough the 
m a jo r ity  o f Catholic children go to pub lic  schools 
in sp ite  o f the h ie ra rch y ’s a ttem pts  to segregate 
them  in to  paroch ia l schools.

P rotestant, Jew ish and libe ra l organ izations 
have been aroused by the  a rro g a n t cam paign o f 
the C atho lic  h ie ra rch y  to  shake down the pub lic  
treasu ry  w ith  the th re a t to  sabotage federa l aid 
to pub lic  schools i f  its  demands are no t met. 
P rotestants and O ther Am ericans U n ited  fo r  
Separation o f Church and State, led by prom inent 
non-C atholic clergym en o f m any denom inations, 
declared: “ Does the C ard ina l w ish to fasten upon 
th is  na tion a pa tte rn  o f public-supported and 
church-contro lled education fro m  which ou r fo re ­
fa the rs  fled , and fro m  w h ich m illio ns  o f E u ro ­
peans, inc lud ing  Roman Catholics, demand to be 
fre e d ? ”

Notes from the News
“ IN  T H E  F B I W E  T R U S T ”  —  L t.  Gen. Leslie 

R. Groves feels qy ite  insecure about the disposi­
t io n  o f the atom bomb. The brass hats are now 
in  contro l under a set-up fo rm a lly  headed by a 
“ c iv ilia n ”  L ilie n th a l. Groves, fo rm e r head o f the 
atom ic explosives p ro ject, now demands th a t 
f u l l  "p ow e r and a u to r ity ”  over the A -B om b be 
handed over —  to  the F B I.

*  *  *

N E W  P A R T Y  S E N T IM E N T  — The Columbus 
na tiona l convention o f Townsend Clubs voted 
unan im ously to  “ establish a new p o lit ic a l 
p a r ty .”  The g roundw ork fo r  th is  new o rgan­
iza tion , according to  Townsend spokesmen, would 
be la id  im m edia te ly .

*  *  *

R E U T H E R IT E  “ JO K E ”  —  R eutherites in the 
Cleveland A uto  Council elected John Le Blanc as 
delegate to  a conference called b y  the U E  on 
the  F a w ic k -A ir f le x  s tr ik e  wh ich was recen tly  
defeated th rou gh  connivance o f the company, the

A F L  and the CIO r ig h t-w in g . Le B lanc is the 
paid F B I stool-pigeon who testified  a t the CP 
t r ia l in New Y ork . R eutherites p r iv a te ly  re fe r 
to th is  as a joke  on the S ta lin is ts . Progressive 
un ion is ts  find i t  hard to appreciate the  hum or. 

* * *
A C A D E M IC  “ F R E E D O M ”  —  The N a tiona l 

Education Association convention in  Boston came 
ou t aga inst the practice  o f s in g ling  ou t teachers 
fo r  “ lo y a lty ”  oaths. Then a few  days la te r i t  
played r ig h t  in to  the hands o f the w itch -hun te rs  
by app rov ing  a reso lu tion  to ban Com m unist 
P a rty  m einbers as teachers.

*  *  *

R IS IN G  F A S T E R  T H A N  E V E R : The Census 
Bureau rep o rts  unem ploym ent in  June took an­
o the r sharp rise, reaching 3,788,000, the h ighest 
figu re  reported by the bureau since F ebrua ry  
1942. Census Bureau rep o rts  no to rio us ly  un­
derestim ate the actua l num ber o f jobless.
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NMU Members to Continue 
Fight for Union Democracy

C o u rt Reverses D e a th  Sentences
The struggle for internal union democracy, a central 

point in the program of the progressive wing of the trade 
union movement, will occupy the center of the stage at the
com ing CIO N a tiona l M a ritim e

Pressure Needed 
To Win Freedom 
For Trenton Six

Shown above are fiv e  o f the 
T ren ton  S ix , ' whose death sen­
tences were reversed in  a unan i­
mous decision o f the N ew  Jersey 
Supreme C ourt on June 30.

The c o u rt ’s decision condemned 
the "confessions”  exto rted  fro m  
the defendants w h ile  they  were 
being held il le g a lly  and w ith o u t 
w a rra n ts  on “ susp ic ion”  o f m u r­
de ring  a T ren to n  junkdea le r.

W IT H H E L D  E V ID E N C E
I t  also c ritic ized  the prosecu­

tion  fo r  w ith h o ld in g  f in g e rp r in t 
evidence requested by  the de­
fense and the t r ia l  judge fo r  im ­
p rope rly  cha rg ing  the ju r y  and 
fo r  ta k in g  i t  on h im se lf to  p ro ­
nounce the death sentence on 
them  a lthough the ju r y  ve rd ic t 
was “ g u i l ty ” and no t “ g u ilty  in 
the f ir s t  degree.”

B u t w h ile  the  cou rt th re w  
ou t the convictions, i t  did not 
free the s ix  defendants, who are 
s t i l l  in  ja i l  and m ay have to 
undergo another t r ia l  in  the fa ll.

Mass p ro test has won a s ig n i­
f ic a n t p a r t ia l v ic to ry ; b u t more 
and s tronger pro test is needed 
now to  w in  cancella tion o f plans 
fo r  ano the r t r ia l and im m edia te 
freedom  fo r  the defendants.

Charge Catholic Interference 
In New York Public Schools

Interference by the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the 
public educational system of New York City is one of the 
charges leveled at the city’s Boards of Education and
H ig h e r Education by the Com­
mission on C h ris tian  Social Rela­
tions o f the P ro tes tan t Episcopal 
Diocese o f New Y ork .

An unprecedented b u lle tin  by 
the. commission, issued on June 
27, h i ought in to  the open the 
role o f the C atholic h ie ra rchy in  
fo s te rin g  censorship o f books and 
pubiications in  pub lic  school 
lib ra rie s  and in flue nc in g  the 
choice o f educational o ffic ia ls .

R O LE OF T H E  T A B L E T
The charges o f Catholic in te r ­

ference were p a r t  o f a sweeping 
in d ic tm en t o f public educational 
policies, w h ich included inade­
quate physica l fa c ilit ie s , un­
san ita ry  conditions and over­
crow ding in the schools. The 
c ity  ad m in is tra tion  is dom inated 
by Catholics, headed by M ayor 
O 'D wyer, who w o rk  in close touch 
w ith  the  Catholic h ie ra rchy, 
headed by C ard ina l Spellm an who 
recently called opposition to

pub lic  financing o f paroch ia l 
schools “ b ig o try .”

The P ro testant Episcopal re ­
port specifica lly d ie d , in  connec­
tion w ith  its  charges o f Catholic 
in terfe rence, the changes in  the 
Y ou thbu ilders program  th a t re ­
sulted from  an a ttack  on the 
program  by The Tablet, paper 
o f the Roman Catholic diocese in 
B rooklyn .

The ban fro m  the pub lic  school 
lib ra r ie s  o f the libe ra l N a tion  
m agazine and o f tw o books, 
Gentlem en’s A greem ent and One 
God, were likew ise charged to 
pressure o f the Catholic h iera rchy. 
Gentlemen’s Agreem ent is a novel 
exposing an ti-S em itism . One God 
tr ie s  to g ive a “ sym pathetic 
presen ta tion  o f a ll three p rinc ipa l 
re lig ious groups (P ro testan t, 
Jew ish and C a th o lic ),”  says the 
rep o rt, and th is  was “ no t con­
sidered desirable”  by the Catholic 
Church.

A no ther instance o f Catholic 
in terfe rence was the fa ilu re  o f 
the Board o f Education to ap­
po in t D r. B ryn  .1. Hovde to the 
presidency o f Queens College 
a fte r  The Tablet had attacked 
Hovde and M ayor O’D w yer had 
invaded a m eeting o f the Board 
o f H igh Education and opposed 
his appointm ent.

The M ilita n t has previously 
reported on the C atholic ro le in  
the Hovde case and the N a tion  
ban.

D r. W illia m  Jansen, Super­
intendent o f Schools, tr ied  to 
d iscred it the w ide ly-public ized 
I ’ ro tesant Episcopal re p o rt by 
c la im ing i t  was “ e n tire ly  the 
w o rk  o f one person,”  ev idently  
re fe rr in g  to Rev. Leland B. 
H enry, head o f the commission 
th a t d ra fted  the report.

Jansen was answered by the 
R igh t Rev. Charles K. G ilbert, 
P io to s ta n t Episcopal Bishop of 
New Y o rk , who expressed fu l l  
confidence in  the commission, and 
has demanded a thorough public 
in ves tiga tion  o f its  charges.

LOS ANGELES BANQUET 
TO HONOR JIM  KUTCHER

LOS ANGELES, July 3 — The Southern California 
Kutcher Civil Rights Committee plans a banquet in honor 
of the legless veteran as the high point of his visit here.
The a f fa ir  w i l l  be held the eve­
n ing  o f J u ly  23 a t the P a rk  M an­
or, 607 South W estern, and the 
price is $2 per plate.

A m ong the lead ing labo r and 
lib e ra l supporte rs o f the K u tch - 
er defense who w il l  speak a t the 
banquet are Carey M cW illiam s, 
noted a u th o r and le c tu re r on 
c iv il r ig h ts ; I r v in  DeShetler, CIO  
Regiona l D ire c to r; A tto rn e y  A. 
L. W ir in  o f the A m erican  C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  U n ion ; and A tto rn e y  
Loren M ille r  o f the N A A C P .

Funds fo r  the expensive legal 
f ig h t  in  K u tc h e r’s defense are 
be ing raised th rou gh  sale o f ads 
and g reetings in  a souven ir p ro ­
g ra m  fo r  the banquet.

A  w e lcom ing com m ittee  w i l l  
meet K u tch e r a t the a irp o rt 
Thursday. A  press conference is 
scheduled fo r  F r id a y  and an in ­
fo rm a l house p a r ty  S a tu rday 
n igh t.

M il i ta n t  readers in the Los 
Angeles area m ay w r ite  fo r  re ­
servations o f tic k e ts  o r space in  
the souven ir p rog ram  fo r  the 
banquet to  the K u tch e r C iv il 
R ig h ts  C om m ittee  a t 809 Corw ell 
St., Los Angeles 33, o r phone 
A N  2-5390 o r R I 7-8356.

S A N  FR A N C IS C O , June 30— 
James K u tc h e r ’s to u r  o f the Bay 
A rea, a lthough  i t  has been m et 
w ith  an iro n  cu rta in  o f silence 
fro m  the  c a p ita lis t press, has 
been h ig h ly  f r u i t f u l  so fa r . The 
h igh  p o in t was the reception he 
g o t fro m  a b ig  m eeting  o f lo ng ­
shorem en’s Loca l 1 (See story 
on Page 1), b u t h is  o th e r ac­
t iv it ie s  here have also g o tte n  a 
w a rm  response fro m  defenders 
o f c iv i l libe rties .

In  add ition  to  fo rc in g  the 
S ta lin is t-d om in a ted  “ Conference 
A g a in s t T hou gh t C o n tro l”  to 
hear the veteran on Sunday, the 

; local K u tcher com m ittee held a 
fu n d -ra is in g  p icn ic  the same day.

Or> M onday he made a h a lf- 
ho u r in te rv ie w  reco rd ing  a t a 
sm all B erke ley rad io  s ta tion . 
T h is  in te rv ie w  was released 
W ednesday n ig h t.

Tuesday K u tch e r appeared be­
fo re  a m eeting  o f C IO  T e x tile  
W orke rs  Loca l 71. T h a t same 
n ig h t he spoke to  130 students 
and fa c u lty  m embers a t a m eet­
in g  in  the U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lif­
o rn ia  Y M C A .

On J u ly  1 he is scheduled to  
address the Santa C ruz C en tra l 
La bo r Council. On J u ly  5 he w il l  
speak a t an A F L  R e ta il C lerks 
un ion m eeting. The day a fte r  
th a t he w i l l  be the m ain  speaker 
a t a pub lic  m eeting  sponsored 
by the K u tch e r C om m ittee, the 
A m erican  Veterans Com m ittee, 
and the A m erican  C iv il L ib e r­
ties U nion. P rofessor A lexander 
M e ik le john , noted f ig h te r  fo r  
academic freedom , w i l l  be ch a ir­
man.

READ
SUBSCRIBE 

to the

Postpone Simpson 
Trial Until Fall

P H IL A D E L P H IA — The t r ia l of 
F red Simpson, scheduled to  he 
held here June 27, has been post­
poned to  the fa ll session o f the 
courts.

Simpson was ind ic ted fo r  “ op­
e ra tin g  a d iso rderly  house”  be­
cause he allowed h is home to  be 
used fo r  an in te r-ra c ia l p a rty  
la s t M arch  6 to  raise funds fo r  
ano the r N egro  v ic t im  o f d is c r im i­
na tion , B aya rd  Jenkins.

The P h ilade lph ia  police ra ided 
the p a rty , and k e p t 39 people in 
ja i l  ove rn ig h t as p a r t o f th e ir  
cam paign to  discourage so li­
d a r ity  o f N egro  and w h ite  w o rk ­
ers. M a g is tra te  D a ly  said, “ We 
in te nd  to  break th is  up,”  when 
he held Simpson in  $500 ba il.

The C itizens C om m ittee  fo r  
D em ocra tic  R igh ts , w h ich  is de­
fend ing  Simpson, in tends to  use 
the period between now  and the 
t r ia l  to  organize fu r th e r  pro tests 
aga inst th is  Jim  Crow frameup.

Union convention to be held in 
New Y ork  next September.

The inconclusive outcome o f the 
recent 30-day re ferendum  on the 
proposed con s titu tion a l amend­
ments to expel so-called “ sub­
versives”  and to require  a ll mem­
bers to sign a lo y a lty  a ff id a v it 
bus lo ft  the issue o f in te rna l 
democracy unresolved. In what 
was obviously a face-saving fo r ­
mula fo r the fac tion  led by 
N M U  President Joseph Curran, 
the referendum  was declared nu ll 
and void because o f “ ir re g u la r i­
ties”  in the vo ting .

I’ho ye llow  - dog amendments 
were devised, in pa rt, to insure 
the C urran fac tion  a decisive 
m a jo r ity  a t the convention. They 
were intended to create an a t­
mosphere o f w itch  - lim it in g  
hyste ria  in which the C urran 
group could concentrate au to ­
cra tic  power in its  hands. B u t 
the w o rd ing  o f the amendments 
was so sweeping in its  th re a t to 
the dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the 
membership, th e ir  repressive 
provisions so a ll- in c lus ive , th a t 
a storm  o f opposition developed 
strong  endugh to  stave o f f  the 
bureaucratic th ru s t bu t not 
pow erfu l enough to  w in  a clear 
cu t decision.

C U R R A N ’S N E W  D E M A N D
A s im ila r p roposition , “ boiled 

down”  to its  essence, C urran has 
announced to the press, w i l l  be 
subm itted to  the convention in 
September. A pp a re n tly  C urran 
has learned his lesson. He tr ie d  
to take in. too much te r r ito ry  a ll 
at once and tipped his hand. He 
though t the w itch -h u n tin g , red ­
b a itin g  drive, em anating fro m  
W ashington and W a ll S treet, had 
acquired su ffic ie n t m om entum  to 
ca rry  any p ropos ition  p ro v id ing  
i t  was p le n tifu lly  sp rink led  w ith  
an ti-com m un is t phrases. B lit  he 
m iscalculated.

Now he proposes to t r im  his 
sails, in  order to  reach his ob­
jective  in  easy stages. B u t the 
N M U  membership has also lea rn ­
ed a lesson by the experience o f 
the s trugg le . They know w ha t the 
Curran fac tio n  is a fte r. The

process o f “ b o iling  down”  the 
yellow -dog amendments doesn’t  
e lim inate  the poison —  it m erely 
lessens Ihe dose. But i t ’s ju s t as 
deadly in its  e ffect on the o rgan­
ism.

F L A G R A N T  V IO L A T IO N
A n example o f the “ bo ilin g  

down”  process was g iven  la s t 
week in an “ Open L e tte r ”  
d is tr ibu te d  to “ a ll o ffic ia ls  and 
members aboard ship and ashore,'”  
over the s igna tu re  o f P resident 
Curran. The “ Open L e tte r”  p u r­
ports to deal w ith  the problem s 
the union w i l l  be called upon to 
solve a t the com ing convention, 
b u t “ bo ils down”  to the proposal 
to resume the w itch -h u n t in te r ­
rupted by the abortive  30-day 
re ferendum  on the ye llow -dog 
amendments.

Am ong o ther th ings, C urran  
calls upon the N M U  members 
aboard ship to compel every 
candidate fo r  convention dele­
gate, to “ record in the m inutes 
o f the m eeting aboard the ship, 
w he ther he is o r is not a m em ber 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o r is  
sym pathetic  to them .”

This edict by the President o f 
the N M U  is a fla g ra n t v io la tio n  
<>1 tlie  union’s cons titu tion  w h ich 
provides tha t there sha ll be no 
d isc rim ina tion  agaipst any mem­
ber because o f race, creed, color 
or re lig ious or po litica l be lie f o r 
a ff ilia t io n . Th is is bu t another 
fo rm  o f the hated “ lo y a lty  oa th”  
w h ich was rejected in the re fe r­
endum. B ut union constitu tions 
and membership re ferendum s 
mean l i t t le  to  union bureaucrats 
driven by an inexorable com­
pulsion to  lace the ran k  and file  
in a to ta lita r ia n  s tra it- ja cke t.

T h is  a tte m p t on the p a rt o f 
C urran to d ic ta te  to the members 
W HO they sha ll e lect as conven­
tion  delegates is p ro v in g  no more 
popu lar than the ye llow  - dog 
amendments. I t  is a lready ap­
pa ren t th a t the  N M U  convention 
v i l l  be confronted w ith  the 
cen tra l task o f p reserv ing and 
extending the dem ocratic r ig h ts  
o f the membership as the  p re re ­
qu is ite  fo r  fu r th e r  progress.

ATTORNEY GEN. CLARK OK’S 
FBI ST00LPIGE0N NETWORK

On July 1 Attorney General Tom C. Clark went out 
of his way to proclaim publicly that he stood 100% behind 
the FBI and its director J. Edgar Hoover. Declaring that
he Lad “ complete confidante”  hr- 
Hoover’s version o f the Gestapo, 
C lark  in e ffec t served notice to 
the public th a t the m ost sordid 
secret police methods, paid fo r  
out o f tax  money, are to be pe r­
petuated and extended on A m er­
ican soil.

T h is  means the consolidation 
o f a perm anent a rm y o f stool- 
pigeons who m ay w ith  im p u n ity  
invade the p rivacy  o f homes, le t 
alone pub lic  places and bodies, 
inc lud ing  the trade unions. Th is 
hand-picked human scum m ay 
operate beyond and above the 
law . As un identified  and un­
iden tifiab le  in fo rm a n ts  they are 
empowered to w reak th e ir  malice 
and com m it the  grossest in ­
justices upon any ind iv idua ls  o r 
groups they m ay choose to  sing le  
out.

O P P O S ITE  PRO CED URE
This means the cpmplete in ­

va lida tion  o f the p rinc ip le  th a t 
each man is innocent u n t il and 
unless proven g u ilty .  Jus t the 
opposite procedure w i l l  hence­
fo r th  be in s titu ted . A n y  one a t 
whom the F B I stoolpigeons po in t 
th e ir  d ir ty  finger is thereby con­
demned as g u ilty  and m ust prove 
Ills  innocence w ith o u t being 
aware e ith e r o f the charges 
against h im  o r the id e n tity  o f 
h is accusers.

B rib e ry  and corrup tion  are to 
become the norm . A s ia tic  coun­
tries  have long known the in s titu ­
tion  o f fa lse w itnesses who 
attend the “ courts o f ju s tice ”  
ready to  te s t ify  to  an y th in g  —  
fo r  a price. We are to be blessed 
w ith  the same procedure, w ith  
the added refinem ent th a t the 
venal p e rju ro rs  m ay “ te s t ify ”  in  
secret under the cover o f “ na­
tiona l secu rity .”

A  m onstrous spy ne tw ork  is to 
be insta lled, Secure fro m  any 
pub lic  probes o r in te rven tion , 
d isposing o f huge sums w ith o u t 
any pub lic  accounting, conducting 
its  operations w ith  undefined and 
un lim ite d  powers.

M usso lin i in  I ta ly  and H it le r  
in  Germ any enforced such p rac­
tices in  the name o f naked

Camp Is Excellent 
Resort for Summer

The scores o f guests who 
flocked to  M oun ta in  S pring  Camp 
a t W ashing ton, New  Jersey, over 
the F o u rth  o f J u ly  weekend in ­
spected and enjoyed the m any 
im provem ents  made in  th is  
w o rk e rs ’ reso rt d u rin g  the recent 
m onths. H ead ing the ad d itio n a l 
fa c ilit ie s  was the spacious d in in g  
ha ll w ith  its  m odern k itche n  
equipm ent and re fr ig e ra to r  s to r­
age and deepfreeze u n it.  The 
w ide w indow s o f th is  b u ild in g  
located h igh  on top o f the cam p 
grounds look ou t upon m iles o f 
g reenery in  the coun trys ide  
below.

R E C R E A T IO N A L  F A C IL IT IE S
In  add ition  to  sleeping accomo­

dations provided in  the tw o  m ain 
houses, m any couples spent th e ir  
ho lidays in the new separate 
screened-in cabins erected on the 
h ills ides. The bu lldozer had n o t 
on ly  cleared a la rge  p a rk in g  lo t  
fo r  au tom obiles and im p roved  
the roads b u t levelled a fin e  b a ll-  
fie ld  in tim e  fo r  h a rd -fo u g h t 
s o ft-b a ll contests.

These and the m any o th e r rec­
rea tion a l fa c ilit ie s  ava ilab le  
m ake M ou n ta in  S pring  Camp an 
excep tiona lly  p leasant c o u n try  
home. The in fo rm a l, fr ie n d ly  
atm osphere the re  assures a re a lly  
en joyable vaca tion . Reservations 
are now being taken fo r  the re ­
m a in in g  sum m er m onths. The 
ve ry  m oderate ra tes are design­
ed to m eet the budgets o f w o rk ­
in g  class fam ilies . $35 per week 
fo r  adu lts : $20 per week fo r  
ch ild ren  up to  12 years. F o r re ­
serva tions o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a ­
tion , w r ite  M ou n ta in  S pring  
Camp, R. D. No. 1, W ash ing ton, 
N . J.

c!:c ta torsh :p . I t  lias remained fo r  
gentlem en like  A tto rn e y  General 
C la rk  and o ther re ta ine rs  o f the 
T rum an a d m in is tra tion  to ven­
ture on the same course —  in  
the name o f safeguard ing 
“ democracy.”


