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What Are You 
Going to Do 

About It?
-An Editorial-

The B il l o f R ights is under concerted assault by inqu is ito rs , 
w itch -hun te rs , book-burners, though t-con tro lle rs , brass hat bureau­
crats, police spies and in fo rm ers. Dem ocratic r ig h ts , acquired by 
our people p a in fu lly  through m il ita n t  s trugg le  and a t g rea t sacri­
fice, arc being gagged, smothered and lynched.

The main enemy to these hard-won r ig h ts  is r ig h t  here a t home 
—  the c a p ita lis t class and its  governm enta l agents who are w o rk ­
in g  overtim e to in s ta ll the police state in  th is  coun try  w h ile  d is­
tra c tin g  popu lar a tten tion  by clam ors fo r  a crusade aga inst police 
states abroad.

W hy ? There are tw o m ain reasons.
F irs t, A m erican cap ita lism  is out to ru le  and exp lo it the en tire  

w o rld ; i t  is  ready to  plunge every nation in to  the h o rro r o f atom ic 
w a r i f  necessary to  achieve th a t end. W h ile  p repa ring  fo r  th is  w a r 
o f conquest by estab lish ing m il ita ry  and p o lit ic a l bases abroad, i t  
feels constra ined to silence and crush a ll opposition a t home to its  
im p e r ia lis t ventures.

What the Capitalist Rulers Fear
A nd second, Am erican cap ita lism  g o t the scare o f its  life  when 

the labor m ovem ent gave a d isp lay o f its  p o te n tia lly  overw helm ing 
power in the wave o f s trikes  in 1945-46. The ru lin g  class is a fra id  
o f th is  power, more a fra id  o f i t  than an y th in g  S ta lin  can threaten 
them  w ith . Because th is  power alone can p u t an end to a ll e xp lo ita ­
tion , oppression, m isery, w an t and degradation —  inevitab le  by­
products o f the system o f production fo r  p riva te  p ro fit.

Today th is  system is heading fo r  another economic collapse, 
w ith  the cap ita lis ts  themselves a d m ittin g  th a t p roduction trends 
w il l  rem ain downward fo r at least another fe a r. W ha t w ill the m igh ty  
A m erican w o rk ing  class do in  th is  new depression? There is no te l l­
in g  where the workers w ill stop once they begin to  move to  a 
fundam enta l so lu tion o f th e ir  problems. The cap ita lis ts  hope by 
re s tr ic tin g  po litica l libe rties  now to head o f f  such movements o f 
rebellion against th e ir  m isru le.

In  a co n flic t where the stakes are so vast, resolute mass res is t­
ance to the w itch -h u n t is needed w ith o u t delay. B u t such resistance 
is conspicuous today by its  absence. The people have the r ig h t  to 
look fo r  fo r th r ig h t  leadership and bold .action fro m  those who are 
a t the head o f the labo r unions, the lib e ra l and c iv il libe rties  move­
ments, the Negi-o organ izations, the professions and the other 
groups m ost c learly  endangered by the present w a r aga inst c iv il 
r ig h ts . B u t the people are not g e ttin g  it .

The leaders o f these organ izations are, fo r  the m ost pa rt, not 
happy about w h a t is go ing on. Some o f them  understand th a t they 
themselves m ay be under the f ire  o f reaction tom orrow . B u t th is  
understand ing does no t lead to action because they are a fra id  o f 
the consequences o f ta k in g  an unam biguous stand aga inst a ll police 
state measures and because m ost o f them are drugged in to  pass iv ity  
by a naive fa ith  in  the “ permanence”- o f c a p ita lis t democracy and 
the “ good w i l l ”  o f c a p ita lis t po litic ians.

Some among them, i t  is true , have summoned up enough courage 
to speak ou t aga inst the w o rs t outrages and to  pass reso lu tions de­
p lo r in g  the trend  and asking T rum an  to do som eth ing about it. 
B u t such protests, unsupported by mass action, have no m ore e ffec t 
than a piece o f paper f lu n g  a t an advancing tank.

Criminal Policy of the Leadership
On the whole, however, the leaders o f mass organ izations are 

s ilen t. They look the o ther way and hope th a t the hys te ria  w ill 
spend its e lf  before long. In  th is  way they give the im pression th a t 
there is s t i l l  not too much to w o rry  about, an im pression th a t con­
fuses and lu lls  the masses and works on ly to  the bene fit o f the 
enemy. M oreover, many o f them have no t balked a t us ing the heresy 
hu n t fo r  th e ir  own selfish bureaucratic  in te rests —  as in the case 
o f the  un ion leaders who accepted the T a ft-H a r t le y  an ti-com m unis t 
a f f id a v it  and employed i t  to push th rough  purges o f th e ir  own 
aga inst m il ita n t  un ionists. T h is  po licy no t on ly  underm ined the 
f ig h t  aga inst the T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t bu t gave aid and com fo rt to 
the tho ugh t-con tro l d rive  in  general.

I f  the unions and o ther mass o rgan iza tions are pe rm itted  to 
tra v e l fu r th e r  down the road o f non-resistance o r even co llabora tion 
in the w itch -hun t, then dem ocratic r ig h ts  in th is  coun try  are doomed. 
T h is d icta tes a rad ica l s h if t  in po licy, and i t  is up to  the w orkers 
to  sec th a t th e ir  leaders f u l f i l l  th e ir  ob liga tions in  th is  respect o r 
g ive w ay to others who w ill.  The B il l o f R igh ts  m ust be preserved. 
I t  can be preserved on ly  by w e ld ing  together the mass organ izations 
in  un ited action aga inst the advance o f the iro n  heel. The tim e  to 
defend democracy is now'. The place to defend i t  is  here. The way 
to defend i t  is  by mass action, dem onstrations and s trugg les so 
broad, so m ilita n t and so determ ined th a t the enemy can see we 
in tend to f ig h t to the death ra th e r than subm it.

House Body Plans 
‘Book Burning’ in 
Schools, Colleges

A “ book-burn ing”  drive  in the 
na tion ’s schools and colleges is 
being prepared by the notorious 
House Un - Am erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee. Congress’ leading 
" itc h -h u n t body has begun a 
“ spot check”  o f “ red propaganda”  
in tex t and reference books used 
both in  public and p riva te  educa­
tiona l in s titu tio n s  th roughout the 
country.

The House com m ittee has 
demanded th a t public school 
a u tho ritie s  in a num ber o f large 
c ities, various in s titu to n s  o f 
h ighe r le a rn ing  lik e  Yale, Cor­
ne ll, M ich igan and numerous 
teachers colleges fu rn ish  the com­
m ittee  w ith  lis ts  o f t it le s  o f a ll 
books they use as e ith e r texts 
o r reference.

Denouncing th is  action as 
President Edmund E zra  Day of 
am ounting to “ a w itch  hu n t,”  
Cornell U n iv e rs ity  pu t a spot­
lig h t on the House com m ittee ’s 
la test tho ugh t - con tro l moves 
when he asked the Am erican 
Council on Education to find out 
w hat the House com m ittee “ was 
up to ”  when i t  requested a lis t 
o f C o rne ll’s books. D r. Day said 
he feared the un ive rs ities  were 
in danger o f “ in f i lt ra t io n ”  by 
those who, "under the guise o f 
a tta ck in g  communism, a ttack 
s o m e t h i n g  qu ite  d iffe re n t,”  
namely, “ academic freedom .”

He added th a t te x t books a t 
Cornell "n a tu ra lly  included”  such 
socia lis t classics as K a r l M a rx ’s 
C ap ita l and Com m unist M an i­
festo.

The threatened text-book purge 
being in itia te d  by th is  Con­
gressional com m ittee is a w a rn ­
in g  o f the scope and in te ns ity  of 
the though t-con tro l drive, which 
n a tu ra lly  seeks to s t if le  free 
thought and independent in q u iry  
at a m a jo r source, the schools, 
colleges and un ivers ities. I t  aims, 
above a ll, to pu t an “ iron  c u rta in ”  
around the m inds o f the young.

A dd ing  s trong  im petus to the 
d rive  to v ic tim ize  and silence 
educators who dare to teach any­
th in g  bu t the ideas o f the ca p ita l­
is t ru lin g  class and its  po litica l 
agents, Gen. D w ig h t D. E isen­
hower, D r. James B. Conant, 
p resident o f H a rvard , and T ru ­
man las t week made public en­
dorsements o f the po licy o f 
b a rr in g  “ Com m unists”  from  the 
teaching profession.

E isenhower and Conant are 
members o f the commission o f 
the N a tiona l Education Associa­
tion  which prepared and last 
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Vast FBI Police Spy System 
Uncovered at Coplon Trial

F B I a t W ork jUnions, Industries, Schools 
Infested by Paid Informers

By George Breitman
The curtain was lifted on a small corner of the 

FBI’s secret political activities when a judge permit­
ted the introduction of several FBI reports as evi­
dence at the Coplon spy

CP Defendant Boasts 
War Aid to Imperialism

By Farrell Dobbs
F E D E R A L  COURTROOM, 

N E W  YO RK, June 15 —  Com­
m unist P a rty  po licy on the w'ar 
issue has tw isted and turned so 
much through the years tha t even 
a police-m inded prosecutor can 
snare the S ta lin is ts  in  the coils 
o f th e ir  own devious line. 
W itness fo r example, the te s ti­
mony o f the defendant John 
Gates here at the though t-con tro l 
t r ia l o f the 11 S ta lin is ts .

Gates read fro m  the w itness 
stand his a rtic le , “ The A rm y  and 
the People,”  published in the 
Nov. 1941 Com m unist before th is  
coun try  fo rm a lly  -entered the 
recent war. Th is obscene per­
form ance was c lea rly  intended to 
show how lo y a lly  the S ta lin is ts  
supported Am erican im peria lism  
d u rin g  the w ar.

“ The invasion o f the Soviet 
U n ion,”  Gates read, “ has tra n s ­
form ed the w a r o f r iv a l im - i

pe ria lis ts  in to  a ju s t  and p ro ­
gressive w a r,”  and th a t “ a lte rs  
the re la tionsh ip  between the peo- 
p'e and the governm ent”  here in 
Am erica.

To be an “ arsenal o f demo­
cracy”  is not enough, he w en t on. 
The U nited States m ust also give 
m anpower by decla ring w ar and 
opening a second f ro n t  in Europe. 
He denounced the w orkers fo r  
seeking deferm ent from  conscrip­
tion  in to  w hat he cyn ica lly  called 
the “ dem ocra tica lly  selected”  
arm y.

Gates attacked the T ro tsky is t 
slogan o f w orkers ’ contro l o f 
m ilita ry  tra in in g  as an e ffo r t to 
“ set the w o rk ing  class against 
the na tion .”  He slandered the 
T ro tsky is ts  as “ agents o f H it le r .”

“ T h is  is not a class w a r,”  his 
doub le-ta lk ran. The w orkers 
“ m ust subord inate the class 
s trugg le  to the na tiona l in te re s t”  
and “ create an a ll- in c lus ive  na­
tiona l fro n t against H it le r . ”

Yon Too Are a Target o f the Witch-Hunt
By Art Preis

The w itch -hun te rs  lie  when they 
say they are a fte r  on ly “ a hand­
fu l o f d is loya l elements.”  They 
are hacking away at the r ig h ts  
o f everyone who works fo r  a 
l iv in g  —  in d u s tr ia l workers, fed­
era l employees, veterans, unem­
ployed, N egro people, fo re ign - 
born, m in isters, jo u rn a lis ts , edu­
cators, students, scientists — 
that is, the great m a jo r ity  of 
our people.

Am ong the f irs t  to s u ffe r  were 
the tw o m illio n  federa l employees. 
T he ir m ost p riva te  lives and 
thoughts are under F B I sc ru tiny  
and they are a ll sub ject to d s- 
churge on unrevealed F B I “ ev i­
dence.”  The most fam ous v ic tim  
o f th is  governm ent purge is 
James K utcher, the legless ve t­
eran.

The “ lo y a lty ”  purge has spread 
to s tate and local governm ents, 
b r in g in g  new m illio ns  under 
a ttack. M any states have also 
passed “ lo y a lty ”  oath and “ sub­
vers ion”  laws aimed a t school 
teachers, law yers, w o rkers  in 
p riva te  firm s engaged on “ gov­
ernm ent w o rk ,”  unem ploym ent 
insurance applican ts and others*

F ore ign  - born w orkers, p a r t i­

cu la r ly  un ion is ts  in d is favo r w ith  
the em ployers o r ru lin g  p o li­
tic ians, have been singled out 
fo r  reprisa ls. Two outstanding- 
ta rge ts  o f the drive  aga inst fo r ­
eign-born un ion is ts  are Carl 
Skoglund, fo rm e r president o f 
famous M inneapolis T ruckd rive rs  
Local 544, and H a rry  Bridges, 
head o f the CIO longshoremen, 
now fac ing  the th ird  a ttem p t to 
deport, him . Hundreds o f obscure 
nor.-cit.izens, who have worked 
here fo r  decades and raised 
fam ilies , have been seized fo r  
deporta tion .

Down in  Georgia, the recent 
sadistic lynch ing  o f C ile b  H ill is 
a rem inder tha t the bu lle t, the 
rope and the torch are the 
supreme tr ib u n a l so fa r  as the 
c iv il libe rtie s  o f the N egro  people 
are concerned. Up N o rth , the 
»•aso o f the “ T renton S ix,”  being 
ra ilroaded to the e lectric chair, 
b rings home to every Negro tha t 
“ legal lyn ch in g ”  is on the in ­
crease and tha t the Negro people 
have no r ig h ts  tha t the police 
and courts are bound to respect.

Students and teachers, in  both 
public and p riva te  in s titu tio n s , 
are fac in g  a re ign  o f te rro r. 
“ Probes,”  “ lo y a lty ”  oaths, d is­
m issals and expulsions are be-

eome commonplace. P u b lic ity  has 
been given the  v ic tim iza tio n  o f 
six U n iv e rs ity  o f W ashington 
professors. B u t the Association 
o f U n iv e rs ity  Professors an­
nounces i t  is “ swamped”  w ith  
cases o f dism issals o r denia l of 
prom otions on the grounds o f 
“ subversive”  views.

The atm osphere o f Nazi book- 
burn ings and the V a tican ’s Index 
E xp u rg a lo riu s  is beginn ing to 
poison the a iç o f free speech and 
press. T h is  is emphasized by the 
ban on the lib e ra l N a tion  
magazine in  the New- Y o rk  C ity  
and N ew ark public schools. Thé. 
Board o f Regents o f the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f Nebraska has issued a 
b lanket ban on the use in  class 
rooms o f any book o r publication 
found to  contain “ subversive”  
views, whether1 “ open o r su rrep­
t it io u s .”

N o t even m in is te rs  o f the 
Gospel are immune from  the 
w itch -hun te rs , as the tra g ic  case 
o f the Rev. John How ard Melish 
shows. The 74 - year - old Rev. 
M elish is now ly in g  c r it ic a lly  i l l  
in a New Y o rk  hospita l, broken 
by persecution. He was ousted 
fro m  h s pastorate a t the H o ly 
T r i n i t y  P ro tes tan t Episcopal 
Church a fte r  m ore than 40 years ’

service, because he refused to 
dismiss his assistant, his son, 
who was under f ire  fo r  associa­
tion  w ith  the N a tiona l Council 
o f Soviet - Am erican Frier.dsh p.

The persecution o f scientists 
has become so fierce th a t David 
L ilio n th a l, head o f the Atomic- 
Energy Commission, complains 
th a t scientists are being driven 
wholesale out o f governm ent p ro ­
jects. E m inen t scientists, in c lud ­
ing  A lb e rt E inste in  and Harold 
Grey, have pu b lic ly  protested 
against the fe tte r in g  o f scient­
ists.

Several ind iv idua ls  have been 
bounded to  th e ir  deaths. The 
latest is M orton E. Kent, fo rm er 
employee o f the Departm ent of 
Labor, State D epartm ent and 
Board o f Economic W arfa re . 
Kent slashed, his throa t and 
jum ped in to  the Potomac R iver 
a fte r losing his job in priva te  
in du s try  because o f repealed F B I 
inqu iries  about an unproved 
“ suspicion,”  based on the s ta te ­
ment o f a paid F B I in fo rm er, 
th .it Kent had conversed w ith  a 
man “ suspected”  o f being a So­
v ie t agent.

M illio ns  o f w orkers In p riva te  
in du s try  are caught in the w itc h ­
hun t web. M il ita ry  au tho rities

have been designating  “ sensitive 
areas”  in p lan ts w o rk in g  on gov­
ernm ent orders fro m  which 
alleged “ poor secu rity  r is k s ”  are 
being barred. Num erous union 
m ilita n ts  have already been fired 
o f o therw ise v ic tim ized.

Even the unemployed are now 
required to sign " lo y a lty ”  oaths 
to ge t unem ploym ent insurance 
in Ohio. In  order not to starve, 
Ohio unemployed are forced to 
swear, in e ffec t, th a t they do not 
seek to change the c a p ita lis t 
system th a t breeds unem ploy­
ment.

Tens o f m illio ns  o f voters are 
being denied a free choice o f 
parties and candidates because of 
laws in nearly  a score o f states 
b a rr in g  “ subversive”  po litica l 
p a r tie s '—  as determ ined by reac­
tio n a ry  state o ffic ia ls  —  fro m  the 
ba llo t. Several states, 1 ke New 
Jersey, requ ire  “ lo y a lty ”  oaths 
o f a ll candidates fo r  public o f­
fice.

About the on ly section o f the 
population whose r ig h ts  are not 
threatened- by the w itch -hunt is 
the t in y  m in o r ity  o f cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  h igh -ra nk ing  po litica l 
and m il ita ry  agents. They arc 
in s p ir in g  and in c it in g  the drive 
against dem ocratic r ig h ts .

A s Gates continued to read he 
u n w itt in g ly  dem onstrated tha t 
lia rs  can’ t  cheat h is to ry . F o r the 
same John Gates, who is today 
on t r ia l under the though t-con tro l 
Sm ith  A c t, had d e c e itfu lly  p ro ­
mised the w orkers  in  1941 th a t 
“ Democracy w ill take a g ian t leap 
fo rw ard  a fte r  v ic to ry  over H i t ­
le r.”

D u rin g  his cross - exam ination 
the prosecutor, John McGohey, 
pounced on th is  section o f Gates 
testim ony. S tepping over to the 
ju ry  box opposite Ju ro r No. 5 
McGohey asked in his best 
prosecutor’s tone:

“ M r. Gates, w ha t country 
signed a pact w ith  H it le r  ju s t be­
fo re  the w a r? ”

Gates said the Soviet U n io r 
did. Then he defended tha t act 
o f treason against, the world 
w o rk in g  class by repea ting  the 
usual S ta lin is t d rive l tha t the 
K re m lin  signed a pact w ith  G er­
many “ because the o ther nations 
fa iled to un ite  w ith  i t  against 
H itle r .”

“ From  September 1939 to Tune 
22, 1941 [when H it le r  invaded the 
Soviet U n ion ] you said the war 
was an im p e ria lis t w a r? ”  Mc- 
Oohey inqu ired.

“ Yes,”  Gates replied.
The prosecutor dragged ou t an 

a rtic le  by W illia m  Z. F oste r on 
“ The W ar A im s o f Am erican Im ­
pe ria lism ,”  published in the A p r i l 
1940 Com m unist.

“ Was th is  w r itte n  before the 
invasion o f R uss ia?”  he asked.

Gates said i t  was. W hereupon 
(Continued on page 2)

t r ia l in W ashington on June 8. 
It showed th a t Am erica is rap id ly  
becoming the land o f the police 
spy and the home o f thq stool- 
pigeon.

F o r several days the govern­
m ent fo u g h t heatedly to prevent 
the reading o f these documents. 
To do so, claimed the prosecutor, 
would “ endanger the national 
secu rity ”  and con fro n t the g o v ­
ernm ent w ith  the “ sad choice of 
exposing v ita l secrets”  or drop- 
p ing  its  case aga inst Jud ith  
Coplon, fo rm e r D epartm ent o f 
Justice employee bo ng tr ie d  ’ or 
alleged th e ft  o f these and other 
governm ent secrets in o rder to 
aid the Soviet Union.

When the judge ruled the FB I 
reports  could be read a t the 
tr ia l,  i t  qu ick ly  became clear that 
what the F B I was re a lly  t ry in g  
to protect in th is  m a tte r was the 
shroud o f secrecy behind which 
i t  has set up a wide-spread ne t­
w o rk  o f espionage against the 
Am erican people.

How m any thousands o f in ­
fo rm ers  are employed and paid 
by the F B I to sneak around spy­
ing on th e ir  fe llow -c itizen s  is 
s t i l l  a “ v ita l secret.”  B u t iudgu ig  
fro m  the reve la tions at the Coplon 

r ia l about the F B I ’s surve illance 
i f  a sing le  in d iv idu a l, F redrlc  
March, i t  seems safe to  say the 
•ist m ust easily run  in to  the tens 
of thousands.

M arch is an acto r —  a p riva te  
citizen in no w ay connected w ith  
he governm ent, and ha rd ly  in  a 

position (even i f  he wanted to ) 
o get his hands on in fo rm a tio n  
ibou t the atom ic bomb and other 
m il ita ry  o r d ip lom atic  secrets 
which the F B I is supposed to be 
guarding. The on ly th in g  he 
"otild “ sabotage”  would be a 
H ollyw ood movie, and m ost o f

#Any American Can 
Be Ruined'-Condon

Condemning the “ general 
procedures o f the F R I,”  D r. 
Edw ard U. Condon, d irec to r o f 
the U. S. Bureau o f Standards,
declared:

“ Thousands o f Am ericans 
have been caused g re a t pe r­
sonal d istress, fe a r and loss o f 
live lihood by in co rrec t o r in ­
co rrec tly  in te rp re ted  d a t a  
spread in the governm ent files 
by the procedures o f the F B I, 
whereby gossip, rum o r, and 
hearsay are gathered fro m  
witnesses o f unknown in te g r ity  
or ve ra c ity  —  witnesses who 
moreover, are never asked to 
face those whom they slander 
and whose very  id en titie s  are 
kept secret.

“ W hat th is  means is s im p ly  
th is : th a t any Am erican can 
he slandered, h is name ruined, 
his career blasted by any other 
person who chooses to re lay  
m alicious gossip to  the F B I.”

them couldn’t  be any worse than 
t h e y  are now.

Nevertheless, the F B I had at 
least a dozen agents on his tra il,  
tra ck in g  down and rep o rtin g  
eve ry th ing  they could find about 
his p o litica l a ffilia tio n s , in te rests 
and ac tiv ities .

S ix o f these —  Confidentia l In ­
fo rm an ts  N D  402, ND 305, T-3, 
ED 324, ND  336 and T-6 —  sup­
plied a v a r ie ty  o f alleged details 
about M arch ’s p r iva te  and publie 
life , lie  was accused o f belonging 
to the Com m unist P a rty  and o f 
having "p ro-R uss ian contacts” ; 
o f having “ tears in his eyes”  be­
cause o f a c r it ic is m  o f his acting  
p rin ted  in the D a ily  W o rke r; o f 

(Continued on page 3)

Fifth Amendment 
Is Under Attack

Last year T rum an prom ised 
th a t i f  he was elected, the 
House U n-A m erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee was a “ dead duck.”  
L ike  m ost o f T rum an ’s p ro ­
mises, th is  one, too, has gone 
un fu lfilled .

T h is  notorious inqu is ition  
group not on ly  was ' perpe­
tuated by the Dém ocrat e 81st 
Congress, b u t i t  go t a b igger 
aupropria tion  than ever before.

R ig h t now it  is w o rk  ng on 
a scheme to n u ll i fy  the F if th  
Am endm ent to the C onstitu ­
tion , w h ich is designed to 
p ro tect the people aga inst the 
m edieval procedure o f being 
compelled to  te s t ify  aga inst 
themselves.

KUTCHER WELL RECEIVED 
BY MINNESOTA UNIONISTS

By Winifred Nelson
MINNEAPOLIS, June 12 — About 150 persons gathered 

in the CIO Hall here Friday night to hear James Kutcher, leg­
less veteran of World War II, tell his story. The meeting was 
sponsored by the M innesota sec­
tion  o f the K u tcher C iv il R ights  
Com m ittee.

S im p ly  and d ra m a tica lly , K u t-  
cber expla ined to an a tten tive  
audience th a t the governm ent had 
no t questioned his po litics  when 
he entered the A rm y  nor when 
his legs were shot o f f  in I ta ly , 
bu t on ly  a fte r  he obtained a job 
w ith  the Veterans A dm in is tra tio n . 
Then he was f ire d  fro m  his job 
because he belonged to the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty . Th is d is ­
m issal K u tche r term ed “ the m ost 
r ig id  app lica tion  to date o f g u ilt  
by association.”

D r. I rv in g  E. Putnam , another 
speaker a t the m eeting, called 
A tto rn e y  General Tom ( jla rk  and 
the House Com m ittee on Un- 
Am erican A c tiv it ie s  the “ greatest 
subversives in the U n ited States,”  
and suggested th a t C la rk  be “ de­
ported back to Texas.”  A  member 
c f  the M innesota K u tcher Com­
m ittee, D r. Putnam  is pastor 
em eritus o f the M ethod is t Church.

O ther speakers o f the evening 
included A lb e rt A llen , Jr., pres i­
dent o f the M inneapolis branch o f 
the N a tiona l Association fo r  the 
Advancement o f Colored People, 
Robert W isha rt, president o f the 
Hennepin County CIO Council, 
and Douglas H a ll, local a tto rney.

A llen  w arned: “ When the tim e 
comes th a t tho ugh t and associa­
tion  are contro lled, then a ll fre e ­
dom is gone.”

W ish a rt declared th a t he spoke 
fo r  his en tire  CIO body when he 
defended K u tche r as a man who 
“ has proved his lo y a lty  to a fa r  
g re a te r ex ten t than those who 
have taken his job fro m  h im .”

Chairm an o f the m eeting was 
M ilton  Siegel, f ie ld  representa­
tive  o f the U n ited  Packinghouse 
W orkers and president o f the 
M innesota K u tche r Com m ittee. 
A r th u r  S ternberg o f the F e llow ­
ship o f Reconcilia tion made an 
appeal fo r  funds to c a rry  on 
K u tche r’s cou rt f ig h t,  and the au- 
lience con tribu ted over $150. 
U P W A  Local 4’s endorsem ent o f 
the K u tch e r case was announced, 
and a check fo r  $25 fro m  th a t un­
ion presented. The Hennepin 
County CIO  Council also announc­
ed a con tribu tion  o f $10 would be 
sent the Com m ittee.

Yesterday, K u tch e r appeared 
before a session o f the M innesota 
CIO  state executive board, w ith  
committees from  both Ramsey 
County and Hennepin County CIO 
Councils specia lly delegated to  
urge endorsement o f the K u tche r 
case. E a r lie r  in the week, the 
Purp le H e a rt veteran had ap­
peared before both county bodies. 
The S tate CIO  w ent on record 
S atu rday fo r  a fa ir  hearing fo r  
K q tcher on his r ig h t  to ho ld a 
V A  job.

T on igh t, an Open House- was 
held in St. Paul a t S iege l’s home, 
in order th a t com m ittee members 
and friends  could meet the legless 
veteran personally. A t  th is  a f ­
fa ir ,  K u tche r was presented w ith  
a lea the r b illfo ld  and a card in ­
scribed :

“ To James K u tche r —  a brave 
f ig h te r  in  the vanguard o f the 
s trugg le  fo r  c iv il libe rtie s  —  we 
o ffe r  th is  token o f appreciation.

M innesota F riends 
June, 1949.”
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CP Defendant 
Boasts of Aid to 
Imperialist War

(Continued fro m  page 1)
MeGohey read to the ju r y  an 
excerp t fro m  P oste r’s a rtic le  
s ta tin g  th a t Am erican cap ita lism  
sought to p lunge th is  coun try  
in to  the w a r “ to fu r th e r  its  own 
im p e ria lis t in te rests .”

FO S TE R  IN  1940
A p p a re n tly  satisfied th a t he had 

shown i t  was no t A m erican im ­
pe ria lism  th a t changed when 
H it le r  invaded the Soviet Un ion 
b u t Poster, Gates and Co. who 
changed on orders fro m  S ta lin , 
the  prosecutor dropped the sub­
jec t. B u t le t us examine the 
question a b it  fu r th e r .

F os te r also attacked in  1940 
the  “ technique fo r  in vo lv in g  th is  
coun try  in the w a r.”  l ie  denounced 
as a “ gross lie ”  the sowing- o f 
dem ocratic illus ions about the 
w a r. He branded the slogan o f 
“ na tiona l u n ity ”  a “ ve ry  danger­
ous tra p  fo r  the w orkers .”  F oster 
v ilif ie d  the T ro ts k y is ts  as “ agents 
o f A m erican im p e ria lism .”

A f te r  June 22, 1941, Moscow 
ordered the A m erican S ta lin is ts  
to  m aster the technique fo r  in ­
vo lv ing  th is  coun try  in  the war. 
Gates’ Nov. 1941 a rtic le  obe­
d ie n tly  sought to  sow the demo­
c ra tic  illu s io n  th a t the im p e ria l­
is t w a r had suddenly become a 
“ progressive”  w ar. He to ld  the 
gross lie  th a t the im p e ria lis t 
governm ent o f the U n ited  States 
had m iracu lously  become a “ peo­
ples”  governm ent when H it le r ’s 
f irs t  tank ro lled across the Soviet 
fro n tie r .

Gates set a ve ry  dangerous 
trap fo r  the w orkers by demand- 
ih g  th a t they subord inate the 
class s trugg le  to  the “ national 
in te res t.”  A nd to  a ll th is  treacher- 
ou r preach ing, F oster and the 
re s t o f h is scurvy breed shouted, 
“ A m en !”

MeGohey, o f course, did not 
probe in to  these aspects o f S ta l­
in is t  d u p lic ity  because he is red 
ho t fo r  the  “ peoples”  govern­
m ent a t W ashington th a t trea ts  
h im  handsomely as a though t- 
con tro l prosecutor. H is  quarre l 
w ith  the Com m unist P a rty  covers 
on ly  those periods when W ashing­
to n  and Moscow disagree.

“ P O S S IB LE  TO P R E V E N T ”
Nevertheless, MeGohey m an­

aged to s ting  the S ta lin is ts  du ring  
h is  cross-exam ination o f Gates; 
so Gates’ la w yer, H a rry  Sacher, 
set ou t to  “ re h a b ilita te ”  h im .

“ W hy did  you say in you r Nov. 
1941 a rtic le  th a t A m erica  should 
become more than an arsenal o f 
democracy and th a t i t  should be­
come a fig h te r fo r  dem ocracy?”  
Sacher asked.

“ I  believed i t  would be on ly  a 
m a tte r o f tim e  before the fasc is ts  
a ttacked the U n ited  States,”  
Gates purred, beam ing in  s e lf­
adm ira tion  over his cleverness, 
“ because the invo lvem ent o f the 
S oviet U n ion aga inst Germany 
le f t  Japan’s hands free  to  a ttack 
the  U n ited  States.”

U nder Sacher’s questioning, 
Gates then ou tlined  the  S ta lin is t 
p rogram  fo r  a p o lit ic a l coa lition  
o f w orkers and cap ita lis ts  to  fo rm

a “ peoples’ peace governm ent, a 
governm ent which w ill have as 
its  a im  the estab lishm ent o f 
peace and no t the establishm ent 
o f socialism .”

“ F o r the f irs t  tim e  in  h is to ry ,”  
he concluded, “ i t  has become 
possible [fo r  such a coa lition ] to 
prevent the outbreak o f another 
im p e ria lis t w a r.”

W hat a d ir ty  piece o f business 
fo r  a scoundrel like  tha t to 
masquerade as a M a rx is t-L en in - 
is t !  Sm all wonder Gates rose 
high as a p o litica l com m issar fo r  
S ta lin 's  GPU in  the Spanish C iv il 
W ar, a tta in in g  a rank “ equal to 
tha t o f a lieutenant-co lone l.”

A LT O G E T H E R  D IF F E R E N T
Compare the testim ony o f 

James P. Cannon, a genuine ex­
ponent o f M arx ism -Len in ism , in 
a federal cou rt a t M inneapolis. 
A t  the ve ry  tim e  when Gates’ 
scandalous a rtic le  was published 
in Novem ber 1941, Cannon and 
17 o ther lead ing T ro tsky is ts  were 
tr ie d  and convicted under the 
same though t-con tro l Sm ith  A c t 
th a t is now be ing used against 
the S ta lin is ts .

Cannon denounced the im p e ria l­
is t w a r a im s o f the ru l in g  group 
o f A m erican cap ita lis ts  as a 
scheme to dom inate and enslave 
the w orld . The S ix ty  Fam ilies  
who own A m erica, he predicted, 
w ill use the o p p o rtu n ity  o f a w ar 
to e lim ina te  a ll c iv il lib e rtie s  here 
a t home.

The governm ent w i l l  t r y  to 
suppress ideas in im ica l to the 
cap ita lis ts , he added, and i t  w ill 
seek to  check by leg is la tion  the 
o rgan iza tion  o f the w orkers. The 
cap ita lis ts  w ill t r y  to make the 
w orkers and poor fa rm ers  pay the 
staggering  costs o f the w ar.

Demands w i l l  g row  in  th is  
country , among people who w an t 
freedom  and a r ig h t  to  live , fo r  
some w ay ou t o f th is  madhouse 
o f w a r and unem ploym ent and 
g ro w in g  fascism.

To fu lf i l l  these asp ira tions, 
Cannon to ld  the w orkers from  
the w itness stand in  M inneapolis, 
i t  is necessary to  break com­
p le te ly  and fo reve r w ith  the 
c a p ita lis t p o litic ia n s ; bu ild  a 
m ig h ty  independent w o rk in g  class 
p o lit ic a l p a r ty ;  establish a W o rk ­
ers and F arm ers G overnm ent; 
and replace the b ru ta l ca p ita lis t 
system w ith  an enlightened so­
c ia lis t society.

W H O  W A S  R IG H T ?
W ho was r ig h t.  Gates or Can­

non? D id democracy “ take a 
g ian t leap fo rw a rd  a fte r  v ic to ry  
over H it le r ,”  o r did the ru lin g  
group o f cap ita lis ts  unleash a 
vic ious w itch -hu n t r ig h t here in 
Am erica?

W hom should the  w orkers be­
lieve now? The S ta lin is ts  who 
w ant to  take the w orkers  back 
in to  the same old tra p  o f class- 
co llabora tion  w ith  the cap ita lis ts  
that led to the s laughter and 
destruction  o f W orld  W ar I I?  
O r the T ro tsky is ts  who te ll the 
w orkers to break com plete ly w ith  
the cap ita lis ts  and fig h t to create 
a socia lis t society?

Dem and Jobs, Get Clubs

New Y o rk  police go to w ork  w ith  th e ir  clubs on pickets outside the o ffices o f President Joseph 
P. Ryan o f the In te rn a tio n a l Longshorem en’s A ssoc ia tion , A F L . The round-the-clock mass p icke t­
line  was called as p a rt o f a cam paign to  w in  jobs fo r  N egro longshoremen. Ryan supporters led the 
a ttack on the pickets, who accused the IL A  lead er o f squeezing IL A  Local 968 Negro members o f f  
the B rook lyn  w a te rfro n t.

The Man They Wanted 
To Draft for President

BoundVolumes
Com plete you r l ib ra ry  o f M a rx is t lite ra tu re . Bound v o l­

umes o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, m on th ly  magazine o f A m erican 
T ro tsky ism , conta in  pro found, il lu m in a tin g  a rtic les  available 
nowhere else in  the E ng lish  language on economics, po litics , 
h is to ry , ph ilosophy, problem s o f the trade  unions, the N egro 
s trugg le  fo r  e q ua lity  and the S oc ia lis t movement. A m ong the  
authors: James P. Cannon, W ill ia m  F. W arde, John G. W rig h t, 
E. R. F ra n k , George C larke, A r t  P re is, L i  F u -je n , P ie rre  
F ra n k , E rne s t Germ ain and o th e r w e ll-know n M a rx is t w rite rs . 
R eprin ts  o f ra re  and im p o rta n t w r it in g s  o f Leon T ro ts k y  
and o ther p ro m ine n t f ig u re s  o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lis t 
movement.

Bound volum es o f The M ilita n t,  A m erica ’s lead ing Social­
is t newspaper, p resent a w eek-by-w eek M a rx is t com m entary 
on w o rld  events and issues o f v ita l im portance to  the  labo r 
movement. F actua l, au th o rita tive . Cuts th ro u g h  the  ly in g  
propaganda o f the c a p ita lis t press and te lls  the  t r u th  about 
the  basic trends th a t shape h is to ry . Read the back issues 
o f The M il ita n t  to  see how th is  M a rx is t newspaper to ld  the 
s tra ig h t, unvarn ished t ru th  about the w a r, W a ll S tree t’s im ­
p e r ia lis t aim s, skyrocke ting  p ro fits  and the need fo r  labo r 
to  ge t in to  p o lit ic s  on its  own. A n  education in  the w o rk ings 
o f the c a p ita lis t system !

Fourth
International

The
Militant

T H E  M IL IT A N T
116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y. 

Send me the volumes checked. I  enclose $.

The “ frien ds  o f labo r”  theory 
o f po litics  is a lways c rea ting  new 
em barrassments fo r  those who 
fo llow  it .  They are fo reve r 
apo log iz ing  today fo r  some 
cap ita lis t po litica l fake r they 
supported yesterday as a “ lib e ra l”  
and “ fr ien d  o f labo r.”  Gen. 
D w igh t 1). E isenhower is the 
latest such em barrassment.

La s t June, you w il l  reca ll, the 
n-o-Dem ocratic labo r leaders were 
in a panic to  dum p T rum an and 
find a new “ fr ie n d  o f la bo r”  fo r  
the Dem ocratic P a rty  to fo is t  on 
the Am erican w o rk in g  people.

F o r weeks before the Demo­
c ra tic  N a tion a l Convention, the 
C IO -PAC leaders and th e ir  lib e ra l 
bed-fe llow s searched fo r  a p res i­
dentia l candidate to supplant 
T rum an. He had to be someone 
they could represent as a “ true  
lib e ra !”  and " fr ie n d  o f labo r.”  
He also had to  be someone who 
could ge t votes.

A f te r  an exhaustive search, 
th e ir  choice f in a lly  fe ll on Gen. 
E isenhower. Here was the “ true  
lib e ra l,”  “ fr ien d  o f la bo r”  —  and 
po ten tia l vote - catcher —  they

had been seeking. So they launch­
ed a fra n t ic  “ D ra ft  E isenhower”  
campaign.

But E isenhower refused to  be 
d ra fted . The labo r leaders and 
libe ra ls  su ffe red a b ig  d isap­
po in tm ent and f in a lly  ended up 
by backing T rum an, the l i t t le  
man they said wasn’t  there.

Eisenhower d idn ’ t  have the 
c h a n c e  to dem onstrate his 
“ lib e ra l”  views as a president o f 
the U n ited  States. B ut he did 
become president o f the cou n try ’s 
la rge s t educational in s titu t io n , 
Columbia U n ive rs ity . In  th is  
capacity he has been g iv in g  con­
siderable evidence tha t the k ind 
o f po litics he would have prac- 
ticed as U. S. P resident would 
have brought no end o f apologies 
from  his labor supporters.

W e don’t  re fe r to the fa c t th a t 
E isenhower, as an “ educator,”  has 
been pounding the drum s fo r  
m ilita r is m  and the cold w a r. T ha t 
is a v ir tu e  in the eyes o f the 
p ro -cap ita lis t union leaders. We 
don’t  re fe r to the fa c t th a t E isen­
hower continues as a leading 
representative o f the u ltra -  
reactionary  B ig  Brass. A ll the

more reason w hy these union 
leaders m ig h t look on him  w ith
awe.

E X P LO D E S  F IC T IO N
B u t la s t week Eisenhower 

spoke out on one v ita l issue in  a 
fash ion to com plete ly explode the 
fic tion  o f his libe ra lism . He 
b itte r ly  assailed the proposals fo r  
federa l a id  to education.

“ I  would f la t ly  oppose any 
g ra n t by the Federa l governm ent 
to a ll states in  the Un ion fo r  
educational purposes,”  he said. 
He linked such a federa l aid p ro ­
gram , endorsed by a ll libe ra ls  and 
labor leaders, as p a rt o f a trend 
tow ard  “ pa terna lism , i f  not ou t­
r ig h t  socialism .”  In  the same 
week, E isenhower’s reac tiona ry  
s tric tu res  on education also in ­
cluded the proposal to bar “ com­
m unists”  from  teaching jobs.

Now, many o f the labo r leaders 
and libera ls  who a year ago were 
proposing to  put E isenhower in 
the W h ite  House are bemoaning 
the blow he has delivered to 
public education. These cap ita lis t 
and m ilita r is t  “ friends o f la bo r”  
a lw ays tu rn  out sour.

House Party Plans 
‘Book Burning’ in 
Schools, Colleges

(Continued fro m  page 1)
week issued a handbook, A m e r­
ican Education and In te rn a tion a l
Tensions, which calls fo r  the ex ­
clusion o f “ Com m unists”  from  
schools and colleges. G iv ing  th is  
teachers purge p rogram  the 
w e igh t o f governm ent sanction 
T rum an commended the Eisen- 
hower-Conant re p o rt the day a fte r  
its  release.

Censorship and expurga tion  o f 
tex t books, as projected by the 
House U n-A m erican  w itch -h u n t 
com m ittee, is a lready being pu t 
in to  practice. The Board of 
Regents o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Nebraska th is  m onth adopted a 
po licy o f bann ing from  class 
rooms any book deemed to  con­
ta in  “ subversive”  ideas, e ithe r 
“ openly o r s u rre p tit io u s ly ”  ex­
pressed. W hat is m ost s ign ifican t 
is th a t th is  u n iv e rs ity ’s new 
po licy incorporates the p rogram  
adopted by the la s t session o f 
the Association o f G overning 
Boards o f State U n ive rs itie s  and 
A llie d  In s titu tio n s .

W hile  the groundw ork is being 
laid fo r  federal a ttacks on 
academic freedom and f r e e  
though i in  education, state and 
local governm ents and reac­
tio n a ry  boards o f trustees o f 
colleges and un ive rs ities  have a l­
ready gone a long way to pu t a 
steel clam p on teachers and 
students.

Com pulsory “ lo y a lty ”  oaths fo r  
teachers are becoming alm ost 
standard practice. No one can 
hold a teaching job in New Jersey, 
fo r  example, who does no t swear, 
in  e ffec t, th a t he does no t hold 
views un favorab le  to the cap ita l- 
is p ro fit system.

The Board o f Regents o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia , an­
t ic ip a tin g  a teachers “ lo y a lty ”  
oath law  being debated in  the 
state le g is la tu re , on June 12 an­
nounced its  own com pulsory 
“ lo y a lty ”  oath fo r  a ll its  4,000 
fu ll- t im e  fa c u lty  members and 
ad m in is tra tive  o ffic ia ls . Resent­
m ent against th is  action has 
mounted so h igh th a t on June 14 
a m eeting o f 500 o f the 700 
fa c u lty  members a t the Berke ley 
d iv is ion  o f the u n iv e rs ity  un­
an im ously adopted a reso lu tion 
dem anding the resc ind ing o f the 
oath requirem ent.

One o f (he most dangerous 
aspects o f the w itc h -h u n t  in 
education is the support being 
given to i t  by professed libe ra ls  
who c la im  i t  is “ on ly”  against 
the S ta lin is ts . But, as numerous 
cases already show, the gag is 
being readied fo r  everyone who 
th inks  d iffe re n tly  than the reac­
tion a ry  au thorities .

A  Book on Trotsky’s Murder
EDITORIAL NOTE

The t r ia l in M exico C ity  o f 
“ Jacques M orn a rd ”  o r “ F ra n k  
Jacson,”  self-confessed assassin 
o f Leon T ro tsky , ir re fu ta b ly  
established th a t the  m urderer 
was one o f S ta lin ’s h ired  GPU 
agents and had k ille d  T ro tsky  
on the orders o f h is m aster. The 
precise id e n tity  o f the assassin 
has up to now never been a u th o ri­
ta tiv e ly  fixed as the k i l le r  and 
his em ployers in  the K re m lin  
have taken the g reatest precau­
tions in concealing his o rig ins  
and background.

M any jo u rn a lis ts  have specu­
lated as to exactly  who “ Jacques 
M orna rd ”  or “ F ra n k  Jacson”  is. 
The June issue o f Readers D igest 
rep rin ts  an a rtic le  fro m  P la in  
T a lk  which recounts the  m ain 
fac ts  about the  p ickax  assassina­
tion  and quotes the restra ined  
ve rd ic t o f the M exican judges in 
the case: “ The cou rt m ust declare 
th a t the t r ip  o f F ra n k  Jacson o r 
Jacques M ornard to M exico was 
undertaken w ith  the sole object 
o f k il l in g  T ro ts k y .”

In  the sum m er o f 1948 a book 
was ru n  in  seria l fo rm  in  the 
M exican period ica l Revista de 
Am erica  en titled  “ How  They 
M urdered T ro ts k y ”  under the 
jo in t  au thorsh ip  o f Ju lian  G ork in , 
a member o f the Spanish PO UM , 
and General Leandro A . Sanchez 
Salazar, head o f the Secret 
Service o f the M exican police a t 
the  tim e o f the assassination.

The book has been sha rp ly  
c ritic ized  by A lfre d  Rosmer in 
the French T ro ts k y is t period ica l, 
Q uafriem e In te rna tiona le , and by 
the w idow  o f T ro tsky , N a ta lia  
T ro tsky , in an a rtic le  sent to  the 
French T ro ts k y is t newspaper, Le 
Y erite , fo r  its  gross inaccuracies 
and ligh tm inded  trea tm e n t o f the 
subject m atte r.

In  a. special appendix to  the 
book, the authors p u rp o rt to 
establish the tru e  id e n tity  o f 
T ro ts k y ’s assassin.

General Salazar played a ve ry  
shabby and suspicious ro le d u r­
in g  the inves tiga tion  o f the f irs t  
a ttem p t to  m u rd e r Leon T ro tsky  
in M ay, 1940 and d isg ra ce fu lly  
neglected the d u ty  assigned to 
h im  by then P resident Cardenas 
o f w a tch ing  over T ro ts k y ’s safety.

The authors, moreover, do not 
o ffe r  any p ro o f o r docum entation 
o f th e ir  assertions and hence 
make i t  im possible to  v e r ify  e ithe r 
the correctness o r incorrectness 
o f th e ir  a llegations.

We are pub lish ing excerpts 
fro m  the section dealing w ith  the 
id e n tity  o f the assassin fo r  th e ir  
in tr in s ic  in te res t and as in fo rm a ­
tion  fo r  ou r readers.

G orkin w rite s  th a t “ i f  i t  is 
necessary, I  can c ite  m y proofs 
in support o f w h a t I say.”  We 
hope th a t G ork in  w ill now p ro ­
duce the docum entation upon 
which the authors based th e ir  
statem ents.

j*c *  *

As was noted in another p a rt 
o f the book, several Catalonian 
refugees who held responsible 
positions in  the Com m unist o r­
gan iza tion  d u rin g  the Spanish 
C iv il W a r b u t have since taken 
a position outside o f —  and even 
against i t  —  these refugees 
recognized the assassin [ o f  Leon 
T ro ts k y ] beyond a doubt. As 
p ro o f o f th e ir  statem ents they 
even assured me th a t he had a 
sear on his r ig h t  fo rea rm , caused 
by a wound he received a t the 
f ro n t  —  som eth ing which I  had 
verified  w ith o u t the m urdere r 
h im se lf be ing aware o f it .  Scru­
pulous to  the  extrem e, I  waited, 
nevertheless, fo r  o ther com­
p lem entary  proofs.

A t  la s t I  have them. Some o f 
them, the p rin c ip a l ones, from  
Moscow its e lf. The iro n  cu rta in  
created by S ta lin is t to ta lita r ia n ­
ism in o rder to  iso late the 
m arty rized  Russian people from  
the rest o f the w orld , has its  
fla w s  and its  leaks. A t  any rate, 
I  am now in  a position  to  make 
a series o f statem ents and to 
answer fu l ly  fo r  them . I shall 
even say th a t i f  i t  is  necessary, 
I can cite m y  proofs  in  support 
o f w h a t I  say below.

The assassin’s m othe r is ac­
tu a lly  a live  and her name is 
Caridad Mercader. She is a 
Cata lonian, f irm , energetic, fa n ­
a tica l. A  woman who has played 
the game o f S ta lin ism . She lived 
in Belg ium  and France fo r  several 
years. There she educated her 
five ch ildren, fo u r  boys and one 
g ir l.  T h a t is w h y  a ll o f them  
speak correct French. A nd  th a t is

also w hy T ro ts k y ’s m urderer, the 
th ird  o f these ch ild ren, was able 
to  pass h im se lf o f f  as a Belg ian.

I t  was tho ugh t a t f irs t,  th a t 
Caridad M ercader had entered 
the service o f the GPU in  Spain, 
when the c iv il w a r had already 
begun. T h is  is n o t so. H er con­
nections w ith  th is  s in is te r police 
and spy o rgan iza tion  date back 
much ea rlie r. In  1928 she was 
a lready serv ing the GPU in Paris. 
She was a member o f a “ special 
ce ll”  con tro lled by the secret 
service th a t functioned —  as i t  
s t i l l  does —  under the cover o f 
d ip lom atic  im m u n ity .

B u t she along w ith  o the r GPU 
agents took cover in p o litica l 
organ izations independent o f the 
Communists. I t  is an old tac tic  
o f the GPU, w h ich was used and 
abused in  m y poor Spain before 
be ing employed in  the countries 
subjugated today under the S ta l­
in is t yoke. W ith  her daughter 
M on tse rra t, Caridad M ercader 
belonged to  Section 15 o f the 
Socia list P a rty  (S P IO ) in  Paris, 
fo r  several years. O ld-tim ers 
among the m ilita n ts  o f th is  sec­
tion  know them and rem em ber 
them  ve ry  we ll.

D u rin g  the Spanish C iv il W ar, 
Caridad M ercader worked ac­
t iv e ly  in the U n ified  Socia list 
P a rty  o f C ata lon ia  (P S U C ), a f ­
filia ted  to the Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l. . . In  Catalonia, M e r­
cader became one o f the re liab le  
GPU agents and drew  her own 
ch ildren in to  th a t te rr ib le  o rgan­
iza tion .

T h e ir surname is del R io M e r­
cader. One o f them  died in  Spain. 
The oldest lives in Paris. N e x t is 
a daughter, who is inseparable 
from  Caridad. The th ird  is the 
notorious Jacson - M ornard , the 
assassin o f Leon T ro tsky .

The fu l l  name o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s 
m urdere r is Ramon del R io M e r­
cader. A c tu a lly  he has never 
used his fa th e r ’s name b u t his 
m other’s: Mercader. H is  older
bro ther, who lives in  P a ris  w ith  
his m othe r and his s is ter, M on t­
serra t, is  named George. The 
youngest o f the ch ildren, Lu is , 
lives in Moscow and is fin ish ing  
his eng ineering  studies.

So-called M ornard  belonged to 
the Com m unist m ilit ia s  o f Cata­
lonia. He received a t the fro n t,

the wound in the fo rearm  th a t I  
mentioned above. He had no trade  
nor ca llin g . He had become ac­
customed to  liv in g  w ith o u t w o rk ­
ing, frequ en ting  houses o f p ro s ti­
tu tio n , s a tis fy in g  a ll his vices. 
He was an adven tu rer w ith o u t 
a fu tu re . F o llo w in g  his m othe r’s 
example, he became one o f the 
docile agents o f the GPU. Once 
in th e ir  hands, they  assigned him  
to the m urder o f T ro tsky , ju s t 
in ease A lfa ro  S iqueiros’ a ttack 
Tin May. 1940] fa iled . . .

MOSCOW, M E X IC O , F R A N C E
Caridad M ercader lived in  Mos­

cow fro m  1940 to  A ug us t 1944. 
There she was trea ted lik e  an im ­
p o rta n t personage. She had d irec t 
re la tions w ith  Beria , a ll-po w e rfu l 
ch ie f o f the N K V D  [th e  secret 
po lice ]. She was s tr ic t ly  forb idden 
to ta lk  w ith  anyone about her 
th ird  ch ild . Nevertheless, she 
ta lked more than she was sup­
posed to, above a ll w ith  some o f 
the closest Com m unist m ilita n ts  
—  refugees in  Moscow.

Caridad M ercader rem ained in 
M exico under a fa lse  id e n tity  
from  October 1944 to Novem ber 
1945. She was in constant touch 
w ith  he r son. She saw to i t  th a t 
he lacked no th ing  and pulled 
s tr in g s  th rough  a clever law yer 
and a judge in order to  ga in  
credence fo r  the theo ry  o f “ se lf- 
defense”  and thereby to obtain a 
reduction o f the sentence o f 20 
years and a day.

F o r ne a rly  three years now, 
she has been in P aris  w ith  her 
daughter M on tse rra t. B u t in  
constant contact w ith  her, a 
group o f N K V D  agents operates 
in the M exican cap ita l. These 
agents collect a h igh  sa la ry  and 
tra ve l in an autom obile. T he ir 
on ly task is to  serve —  and 
watch —  T ro ts k y ’s m urderer.

L e t me add th a t the o rgan iza­
t io n  o f the m urde r o f the fo rm e r 
Red A rm y  ch ie f, the aid to  his 
m urdere r and maintenance o f the 
N K V D  apparatus in  M exico have 
already cost Moscow up to the 
present the neat l i t t le  sum o f 
$600,000. S ta lin  should consider 
th is  cheap. F o r h im , fo r  his 
to ta lita r ia n  ty rann y , the death o f 
Leon T ro ts k y  is w o rth  th a t and 
much more.

Ju lian  G ork in

World Events
— — —  By Paul G. Stevens ■ ■

Protesf Against 
Ruhr Dismantling

A g ita t io n  aga inst the d ism ant­
lin g  o f eleven R uhr synthetic  o il 
p lan ts is a t feve r p itch . On June 
8 w orkers a t the D ortm und pa r­
a ffin  works and the Essen coal 
com pany’s chemical w orks p re ­
vented the e n try  o f d ism an tling  
squads accompanied by B r it is h  
o ffic ia ls . “ Derruonstrations,”  says 
a T im es dispatch, “ are being held 
in a lm ost a ll R uhr towns, w ith  
the support o f tow n councils, 
trade unions and P ro testan t and 
Catholic c le rgy .”

The B r it is h  c la im  the factories 
are on the A llie d  lis t  o f “ p i’oh ib it- 
ed industries .”  The Germans 
charge th a t the action is caused 
by B r it is h  cap ita lis ts ’ fe a r o f 
com petition in th e ir  “ export 
d rive .”  The w orkers are concern­
ed, above a ll, w ith  the loss o f jobs. 
T h a t accounts fo r  the un iversa l 
response to the mass actions, and 
fo r  th e ir  daring . M a j. Gen. W .H . 
A . Bishop, B r it is h  reg iona l com­
m issioner, “ threatened the use 
o f fo rce”  to pu t th rough  the dis­
m a n tlin g  p rogram , and B e lg ian 
troops were b ro ug h t in  to help 
suppress the protests.

*  *  *

Partial Victory 
In Bolivian Strike

A  p a rtia l v ic to ry  has been 
w ru n g  fro m  the governm ent by 
the em battled w o rk in g  class o f 
B o liv ia , ending a na tiona l s tr ik e  
movement on June 8 th a t was 
s ta rted  by the t in  m iners in  the 
Potosi reg ion on M ay 28. A ccord­
ing  to a U P  rep o rt, “ the govern­
m ent agreed to  l im it  m il ita ry  
contro l o f the m ines, and to  re ­
p a tria te  exiled labo r leaders fo r  
fo rm a l t r ia l . ”  The s tr ike , p o lit ic a l 
in character, had as its  im m ediate 
cause, the deporta tion o f p ro m in ­
ent trade  un ion o ffic ia ls  to  Chile. 
The U P  correspondent rem arks 
th a t “ the labo r cris is  had th re a t­
ened la s t week to p lunge the 
coun try  in to  c iv i l w a r.”

*  *  *

Greek Civil War 
Part of a Deal?

I t  has been repeatedly rum ored 
about the secret sessions o f the 
P aris  Conference th a t the Rus­
sian de legation has o ffe red  the 
W estern powers a deal to  end 
the c iv il w a r in  Greece. B u t up to 
th is  week, nobody seemed to  know  
ju s t why.

A n  A P  dispatch fro m  London
on June 9 states th a t the S ta lin ­
is t-led  Greek g u e rrilla s  claim ed 
seizure o f the en tire  Grammos 
m ountain area in  northw este rn  
Greece near the A lban ian  border. 
I t  quotes co n firm a tio n  by the 
Yugoslav news agency, w h ich 
says th a t a “ m a jo r d isaster”  had 
been in flic te d  on the Greek A rm y  
in  th a t reg ion, as w e ll as deta ils 
from  an A thens communique 
along the same lines.

I t  appears, consequently, th a t 
the g u e rr illa s  had made such 
gains o f la te  th a t the cynical 
K re m lin  gang considered us ing 
them as a s trong  ba rga in ing  
po in t in  exchange fo r  concessions 
fro m  the W estern powers on 
o ther m atte rs . A  dispatch fro m  
Moscow to  the T im es, June 10,

reports  concentrated a tten tion  to 
Greece in the contro lled press, 
w ith  emphasis on “ Russia’s plan 
to end the. . . c iv il w a r”  and on 
news fro m  A thens o f a favo rab le  
reaction to  i t  in  M akh i, the organ 
o f the “ Socia list P a rty ,”  whosA 
ed ito r is in  P aris  covering the 
F ore ign  M in is te rs ’ m eeting. The 
Tim es correspondent says a ll th is  
has been “ read w ith  special in ­
te re s t”  by the d ip lom ats there , 
among whom “ i t  was doubted 
th a t the [P aris ] m eeting w ould 
conclude w ith o u t some e f fo r t  by 
the in terested pa rties  to  exam ine 
the Greek s itua tion .”

A no the r se ll-ou t o f the heroic 
Greek g u e rr il la  figh te i-s  is being 
cyn ica lly  contem plated by the 
K rem lin  to  add to  its  long lis t  
o f be traya ls  in  Greece and a ll 
over the w orld .

*  *  *

New Crisis in 
The French CP

In  an a rtic le  en titled  “ 111 a t 
Ease,”  P ie rre  F ra n k  analyzes 
the cris is  o f the French S ta lin is t 
p a rty  in  the la te s t issue o f the 
T ro ts k y is t La V erite . L ike  the 
Ita lia n  CP, the French S ta lin is ts  
have los t he av ily  both in  numbers 
and in w o rk in g  class in fluence 
d u rin g  the past year. There have 
been wholesale purges, m ost no­
ta b ly  in  the Aube and Vaucluse 
d is tr ic ts , in  the leaderships o f the  
trade unions o f the N ord  and Pas- 
de-Calais departm ents, as w e ll as 
in the Seine (P a ris ) and Seine- 
et-O ise (w o rke rs ’ suburbs) p a r ty  
organ izations.

S ta lin is t leaders in  France have 
undertaken, as usual, a cam paign 
o f “ s e lf-c r itic is m .”  One o f them , 
in the w eek ly  France Nouve lle , 
obviously reveals m ore than  he 
intended: A . Souquiere, S ta lin is t 
Senator and head o f the P aris ian  
organ iza tion  adm its  “ s tagna tion”  
and even “ losses”  and fin d s  
am ong the reasons th a t the com­
position o f the Sectional C om m it­
tees, one a f te r  another, shows 
th a t there are ha rd ly  any w o rkers  
am ong them. The en tire  h ie ra rchy  
feels i t  has los t m ost o f its  “ lin ks  
to  the fac to ries .”  These have been 
replaced by p a rty , trade un ion 
and m un ic ipa l governm ent fu n c ­
tionaries.

F ra n k  po ints ou t th a t the S ta l­
in is t  hack n a tu ra lly  confines h im ­
se lf in  his “ s e lf-c r itic is m ”  to  the 
low er ranks o f the bureaucracy. 
The C entra l Com m ittee is no t 
m entioned —  b u t there is n o t a 
s ing le  fa c to ry  w o rke r on i t .  In  
such a p a rty , i t  is  no accident 
th a t a w o rke r should fee l “ i l l  a t 
ease,”  as the  S ta lin is t hack ad­
m its .

“ The CPF,”  F ra n k  concludes, 
“ is a w o rk in g  class p a rty , b u t i t  
does no t belong to  the w o rk in g  
class; i t  belongs to the  bureauc­
racy serv ing the K re m lin . The 
on ly  re vo lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  o f the 
w orkers in  France is the P C I 
(F rench Section o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rn a tio n a l) which, thanks to its  
revo lu tiona ry  p rogram , has been 
able to  overcome enormous d i f ­
f ic u ltie s  due to  the conditions in  
w h ich i t  has arisen, and has been 
b u ild in g  a p a r ty  where w orkers 
are no t ‘ i l l  a t ease’ and whose 
leadership has in  its  ranks a con­
s ta n tly  increasing num ber o f 
w orkers.”

THE MI L I TAN T AH MY
Los Angeles Shows 
How Consistent Work 
Builds Circulation

A n e ffec tive  w ay o f b u ild in g  
up the c irc le  o f re g u la r readers 
o f The M il i ta n t  Is d is tr ib u tio n  o f 

s ing le  copies in  se­
lected areas. A  num ­
ber o f branches o f 
the S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  make i t  a 
re g u la r p ractice  to 
sell bundles o f the 
paper a t un ion m eet­
ings, publiq  ga the r­
ings, campuses and 
w o rk in g  class res i­
dentia l sections o f 
the c ity . Sooner or 

la te r the sale o f s ing le  copies 
pays o f f  in  subscriptions.

A n  increased num ber o f sub­
scrip tions, w ith  its  assured c ir ­
cle o f readers, means im proved 
poss ib ilities  o f w in n in g  new ad­
herents to the cause o f socialism .

M any branches w atch The M il i ­
ta n t fo r  a rtic les  th a t f i t  in p a r­
t ic u la r ly  w e ll w ith  local needs 
and order e x tra  copies fo r  in te n ­
sive ' c ircu la tio n  w ork . L a s t week, 
fo r  instance, D e tro it  ordered 500 
e x tra  copies o f the issue con ta in­
in g  B e rt Cochran’s analysis o f 
W a lte r R euther’s m ishand ling  o f 
the F ord  s trike .

New Y o rk  ordered 130 ex tra  
copies o f the issue con ta in ing  
CIO leader I rv in g  A bram son’s 
w ith e rin g  le tte r  to  the  S ta lin is ts  
on th e ir  reac tiona ry  po licy  o f de­
fend ing  no one’s c iv il libe rties  
bu t th e ir  own. C leveland ordered 
60 ex tra  copies o f th is  issue, 
Philadelph ia  100 and Los Angeles 
50.

How consistent w o rk  leads to 
encouraging resu lts is w e ll in d i­
cated by  the la te s t re p o rt fro m  
L ite ra tu re  A ge n t B e rt Deck o f 
Los Angeles. F irs t ,  he te lls  w h a t

happened to  the bundle o f 200 
e x tra  copies o f the issue conta in­
in g  the expose o f the slanderous 
S ta lin is t sheet the “ S po tlig h t.”  
“ We sold the g re a te r p a r t  o f ou r 
re g u la r bundle p lus the 200 extras 
. . . w h ich on ly  goes to  show w h a t 
our poss ib ilities  are in  th is  area 
i f  we had the sales fo rce  w ith  
which to w o rk .”  T rade un ion is ts  
bought 125 copies “ and the re s t 
were sold a t union m eetings and 
p lan t gates.”

Comrade Deck then cites some 
instances o f the sales: “ A  rubber 
p lan t, 15;. an auto p lan t, 5; an­
other auto p lan t, 5; s t i l l  another 
auto p lan t, 15; a steel p lan t, 27 in  
three days, and so on. O ur re g u la r 
sales a t a carpenters’ local shot 
up to  10 la s t week and sales a t 
the Team sters B u ild in g  have been 
s low ly  increasing each week. S ix 
copies o f The M il ita n t  were sold 
a t a m eeting a t w h ich A . P h ilip  
Randolph spoke. R u th  and Helen 
have been pushing th is  d rive  to 
expand our sales w ith  valuable as­
sistance fro m  M a rj and Lou.”

Besides the e x tra  copies, we 
should m ention th a t the re g u la r 
bundle taken by Los Angeles each 
week has been s tead ily  increas­
ing . The Los Angeles comrades 
are g iv in g  a p rac tica l dem onstra­
tion  o f how consistent, w e ll-o r­
ganized sales o f s ing le  copies 
helps bu ild  c ircu la tion .

San Francisco
M arx ism  and the Problems o f the 

Am erican W ork in g  Class
S ix th  Lecture :

S ta lin ism , I ts  N a tu re  and F u tu re  
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TROTSKY

“ Socialism would have no value i f  i t  should not b r in g  w ith  
it ,  not on ly  the ju r id ic a l in v io la b ility  bu t also the fu l l  safe­
guard ing  o f a ll the in te rests  o f the human pe rsona lity . M an­
kind would not to le ra te  a to ta lita r ia n  abom ination o f the 
K re m lin  pa tte rn . The po litica l reg im e o f the USSR is not a 
new society, bu t the w ors t ca rica tu re  o f the old. W ith  the  
m ig h t o f the techniques and organ iza tiona l methods o f the 
U n ited  S tates; w ith  the h igh w e ll-be ing which planned econ­
omy could assure there  to a ll c itizens, the Socialist regim e in  
you r country would s ig n ify  from  the beg inn ing the rise  o f 
independence, in it ia t iv e  and creative power o f the human 
pe rsona lity .”  — Leon T ro tsky , 1910.

LENIN

Three Strikebreaking Governments
One thing the American, British and 

Russian governments have in common — 
they are all strikebreakers. This was demon­
strated last w'eek by an unusual coincidence. 
The Washington, London and Moscow 
authorities were simultaneously engaged in 
attempts to break railroad strikes.

When the Kremlin tried to crush the strike 
o f Western Berlin railroad workers with 
violence, American m ilitary officials in West­
ern Germany and the capitalist press’ in this 
country seized on the Stalinist acts to make 
hypocritical propaganda contrasting the 
“ democratic”  methods of American and 
British imperialism with Stalinist strike­
breaking.

While the Berlin strike was still in pro­
gress last week, the Japanese railroad work­
ers went on strike in protest against the mass 
firing of 109,000 rail employees and British 
railroad workers continued their Sunday 
strikes to press their claims for higher wages.

General Douglas MacArthur, U. S. m ilita ry 
dictator in Japan, dealt w ith the Japanese 
strikers in the same spirit as the Stalinists 
acted toward the Berlin strikers. According 
to the June 12 A'. Y. Times. MacArthur 
issued a “ peremptory order”  that “ Japan’s 
striking railmen must resume their jobs.”  
Japanese government and union officials were 
summoned to MacArthur’s Supreme Head­
quarters, which “ ordered the union heads to 
end the strike immediately”  and “ the Gov­
ernment to suspend collective bargaining 
until the strike was ended.”  This ultimatum 
—  bearing with it the implied threat of 
American m ilita ry force -— broke the strike. 
Moscow promptly denounced this “ club law.”

The British Labor government directed its

strikebreaking-against British labor. Through 
George Isaacs, Minister of Labor, it broad­
cast radio demands that both the railroad 
and dock strikers, who refuse to unload scab 
ships from Canada, return to work at once. 
In the case of the dock strikes, reports the 
June 13 N. Y. Times, the use of troops to 
unload ships “ has become almost routine.”  
Meanwhile, in Germany on June 1.3, British 
m ilita ry authorities, aided by Belgian occupa­
tion troops with Bren gun carriers and 
armored cars, dispersed 800 men, women and 
children seeking to save the workers’ jobs by 
trying to halt British dismantling of a 
chemical plant.

The Kremlin smeared the Berlin railroad 
strikers as “ pogromists” who had “ received 
the open blessing of American authorities.”  
MacArthur slandered the Japanese strikers 
as agents of the Soviet Union, “ an inciter of 
disorder and violence in an otherwise orderly 
Japanese society.”  And in England, Mr. 
Isaacs libeled the British strikers as tools of 
the “ Communists”  who arc trying “ to dis­
locate our trade and thus retard our reco­
very.”  Thus, all three governments, accord­
ing to the circumstances, alternately cry 
“ strikebreaker”  and “ strike inciter”  at each 
other.

The Kremlin commits its crimes against 
labor in the name of “ communism.”  The 
British Labor government carries out its 
strikebreaking in the name of "socialism.”  
American imperialism smears strikes in the 
name of capitalist "democracy.”  What they 
really prove is that all three are brutal 
despoilers of the working people — enemies 
alike of socialism and communism and demo­
cratic rights.

W ho A re  the Betrayers?
The one-week coal stoppage called by the 

United Mine Workers has furnished the T ru ­
man Democrats and the Taft-Harlleyites 
with a common theme song. Blame John L. 
Lewis and the coal miners, they chorused last 
week to the accompaniment of the Big Busi­
ness press, if  Congress now refuses to repeal 
or to greatly modify the Taft-Hartley Act.

Senator Robert A. Taft, naturally, pointed 
to the mine walkout as justification for con­
tinuation of his Act. But harshest in denounc­
ing Lewis and the miners were Democrats 
like'Senators Elbert D. Thomas and Hubert 
Humphrey, the highly-touted darlings of the 
Trumanite liberals and union leaders.

Summing up their argument, the June 10 
N. Y. Times in a lead editorial shook its 
head disprovingly at “ Mr. Lewis’ tim ing,”  
which it- called “ highly unfortunate.”  It 
"comes at the very moment when organized 
labor is launching its fight in the Senate for 
repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act. Messrs. 
W illiam  Green and Philip M urray may well 
ask, in the words recently addressed to them 
by the mine chieftain, who is really ‘betray­
ing American labor’?”

Of course, neither the Times nor the T ru ­
man Democrats ever approved the “ tim ing” 
of any mine strike or any other strike. But 
aside from the transparent hypocrisy of their 
argument, it falls apart at the mere posing 
of this question: “ Would Congress be any 
readier to repeal the Taft-Hartley Act i f  the 
miners had not struck at this time?”

Congress had been in session almost six 
months before there was any hint of the 
latest mine strike. That was certainly ample 
time for the Democrats, who made Taft-

Hartley repeal their major pledge to labor 
before elections, to carry it out. I f  they 
failed miserably for six months, what basis 
is there for expecting success in the next six 
months?

The opponents of Taft-Hartley repeal are 
not at all “ softening up.”  On the contrary, 
they are tougher than ever as a result of their 
repeated victories over the flabby Truman 
Democrats. It wasn’t last week’s mine strike 
that "stiffened”  them. They were emboldened 
and hardened by the six months of miserable 
retreats and “ compromises”  of the Truman 
Democrats.

The Truman Democrats showed their 
colors weeks ago when they put forward the 
Sims b ill in the House. This b ill came as 
close to the Taft-Hartley Act as i t  is possible 
to get without using its actual wording and 
name. Even before the Senate debate began, 
the leading Truman Democrats, including 
Senator Paul Douglas, cooked up and publicly 
sponsored five "compromise”  amendments 
that differed from the Sims b ill only in ad­
vocating government strikebreaking by plant 
“ seizures”  instead of injunctions. The T ru ­
man Democrats and the Trumanite labor 
leaders like Murray and Green — as Lewis 
correctly charged — had made their prepara­
tions for the betrayal of their promises on 
labor legislature weeks ago.

It is to conceal their own treacherous re­
treats, "compromises”  and long-prepared 
betrayal that the Truman Democrats and 
their labor henchmen are trying to foist the 
blame for continuation of the Taft-Hartley 
Act on the very union, the UMW , which has 
refused to bow to the Taft-Hartley Act.

Murderous Attacks on Labor Leaders
There are specialized killers abroad today. 

Their specialty is killing, or trying to k ill, 
labor leaders.

Since May 9 there have been three murder­
ous assaults in widely separated areas — New 
York State, Michigan and Ohio.

In New York a gang of hired killers stabbed 
to death W illiam  Lurye, special organizer of 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union, 
AFL. Fifteen days later in Detroit another 
gunman shot and seriously wounded Victor 
Reuther, CIO United Auto Workers Educa­
tional Director.

A few days ago, on June 12, in Marion, 
Ohio a shotgun was discharged at Thomas 
S. Mitchell, organizing director for the Ohio 
Federation of Telephone Workers, who was 
recuperating from an appendix operation in 
the Marion C ity Hospital. The killer came 
at night and fired through an open window, 
three feet away from the bed. Some slugs 
lodged in the pillow of the ailing strike leader.

Last year, Walter Reuther, president of 
United Auto Workers suffered serious in ju ry

from still another assault. This makes four 
such attacks in the space of twelve months.

Naturally, this sequence of events is too 
widely separated in time and place and in 
targets chdsen to have any direct connection. 
But they do have one quite significant feature 
in common, namely, each individual subjected 
to attack is, as we said, a labor figure of vary­
ing degree of prominence.

In this sense, each attack was at the same 
time, each in its own way, tru ly  a blow 
struck at labor itself.

Most alarming feature of all is the increas­
ing frequency of this naked terror. In plain 
language, an atmosphere has already been 
created in our country propitious for the most 
brutal physical assaults upon the labor move­
ment. Today it is vented upon individuals. 
On the morrow it may well be upon whole 
groups, especially unions.

Who has created such an atmosphere i f  not 
the red-bailers and the witch-hunters? Who 
is most gravely endangered by this i f  not 
tha whole of organized labor?
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How the Witch-Hunt Works
BUREAUCRATIC INFRINGEMENTS 
ARE NOT SANCTIONED BY LAW

By Albert Parker
Scores of witch-hunt bills have been introduced in Congress 

and the state legislatures during the past two years. But the worst 
inroads on American democratic rights so far have been made 
not by the enactm ent o f leg is la - *> 
tion  bu t by executive decree and 
bureaucratic assumptions o f pow­
er not authorized by law .

Instead o f p ro testing  against 
these invasions o f leg is la tive  
prerogative , as they usua lly  do 
especialy in cases where pa tro n ­
age is involved, Congress and the 
state leg is la tures are qu ite  con­
ten t to  s it  back and le t the ex­
ecutive arm  o f the governm ent 
and its  bureaucratic  m inions 
blaze the w itch -h u n t tra ils .

More than tha t, the leg is la to rs  
are ac tive ly  co llabora ting  in  the 
s u b v e r s i o n  o f constitu tiona l 
guarantees th rough  th e ir  own 
“ in ve s tig a tin g ”  com m ittees. These 
bodies a rroga te  to  themselves 
police powers they were never 
granted, exe rt tremendous reac­
tio n a ry  pressure on p riva te  in ­
s titu tio n s  and ind iv idua ls  to  con­
fo rm  to  p re va ilin g  thought-con­
tro l pa tte rns and create the 
atmosphere fo r  fu r th e r  assaults 
by the executive and eventual 
adoption o f repressive leg is la ­
tion .

E V K N  M ORE IN S ID IO U S
The F B I ’s police - spy system 

and the new Centra l In te lligence  
Agency, dual ne tw orks o f espion­
age against the A m erican peo­
ple, are examples o f non-leg is la ­
tive  attacks on c iv il r ig h ts  d is­
cussed ejsewhere in  th is  issue. 
Even more insidious is the ad­
m in is tra tio n ’s “ subversive”  b lack­
lis t,  the keystone o f the whole 
w itch -h u n t which has the sup­
p o rt o f both ca p ita lis t pa rties  ip  
W ashington.

A c tin g  on the a u th o r ity  o f an 
executive order by T rum an, the 
A tto rn e y  General compiled and 
constantly  adds to  a l is t  o f o r­
ganizations which he has desig­
nated as “ subversive.”  T h e  
organ izations have been denied 
the op p o rtu n ity  to  even see or 
hear the specific charges and 
“ evidence”  on which th is  designa­
tion  was a lleged ly based; they 
have been denied the r ig h t  to 
defend themselves aga inst these 
charges a t an open hearing . The 
wbcle th in g  rests on the say-so 
o f a single p o ll- ta x  p o litic ian , the 
same man who is boss o f the 
F B I ’s spy system.

W ith o u t the s ligh tes t recourse 
to leg is la tion , the adm in is tra tion  
in th is  way has fashioned its e lf  
a potent weapon fo r  in tim id a tin g  
the population against p a r t ic i­
pation in  a n ti-ca p ita lis t po litica l 
action. F o r a lthough the groups 
blacklisted rem ain fo rm a lly  legal, 
ih e  effect, o f the “ subversive”

lis t is to make a w orker th in k  
tw ice, three and even ten tim es 
before jo in in g  an organ ization 
thus placed in jeopardy. The 
details may be d iffe re n t, but 
we defy anyone to show any real 
d iffe rence in p rinc ip le  between 
th is  method o f p o litica l te r ro r  and 
the methods the Nazis used to 
outlaw  opponent po litica l o rgan­
izations.

F o rm a lly , the b la ck lis t is sup­
posed to app ly  on ly  to the two 
m illio n  - odd federa l employees, 
and already has been used to  drive  
thousands o f  them  ou t o f federal 
em ploym ent and to  make i t  c lear 
to the others th a t th e ir  l iv e l i­
hood depends on ab ject obedience 
to the powers-that-be. B u t its  
app lica tion  goes fa r  beyond th is.

Basing themselves on th is  l is t  
ju s t as though i t  had the sanction 
o f federa l law , several state 
leg is la tures have adopted le g is la ­
tion  em bodying the same ap­
proach. Thus the  New  Y o rk  
Feinberg A c t pe rm its  the d is­
charge o f teachers be longing to 
organ iza tions on C la rk ’s lis t,  
and in some state colleges even 
students m ay be barred.

A lso basing themselves on th is  
lis t and sh ie ld ing themselves as 
the F B I does behind the pre text 
o f “ v ita l secrets,”  are the bras3 
hats. D runk w ith  th e ir  g row ing  
power and in he ren tly  hostile  to 
democracy, th is  section o f the 
governm ent bureaucracy is p re­
pa ring  fo r  the day when i t  can 
ru le the whole land by extending 
r ig h t now its  ^dictation over em­
ploym ent policies in  p riva te  in ­
dustry .

U s ing  th e ir  con tro l over m il i­
ta ry  contracts, the brass hats 
have ordered the dism issal o f 
w orkers be longing to the allegedly 
“ subversive”  organ izations. And 
even where the unions involved 
protested m il ita n t ly ,  as W esting- 
house U E  Local 107 did las t 
sum m er in  a s tr ik e  th a t won 
re ins ta tem ent o f the fired w o rk ­
ers, the brass hats s t i l l  c la im  the 
r ig h t  to  bar such w orkers fro m  
so-called re s tr ic te d  areas and de­
partm ents in  the p lants. W ith  
the extension o f m il ita ry  con- 
trao ts , th is  “ r ig h t , ”  unless cha l­
lenged and defeated by the 
unions, can become the en te ring  
wedge fo r  complete subord ination 
o f the labo r movem ent to the 
d ic ta to r ia l am bitions o f generals 
and adm ira ls.

In the absence o f serious, 
large-scale opposition to  the ex­
tension o f th is  deadly conspiracy, 
it  mushrooms ever fu rth e r, a f-

TO M  C L A R K

fectiug  p riva te  in s titu tio n s  and 
organ izations a lready in tim ida ted  
by the c lam or o f the w itch -hun t 
and a ll too ready to subm it to 
its  demands. I t  becomes harder 
fo r  known members o f b lack­
lis ted o rgan iza tions to get even 
p riva te  jobs, and in  a t least one 
instance a p riva te  em ployer in 
C a lifo rn ia  has openly fired  a 
w o rke r because o f his po litica l 
a ffilia tio n s .

O N LY  T H E  B E G IN N IN G
I t  is  necessary to  understand 

th a t th is  is on ly  the beginning. 
The “ subversive”  l is t  can be ex­
tended in de fin ite ly , again w ith ­
out leg is la tive  perm ission. O nly 
a few  weeks ago C la rk  added the 
name o f a bona-fide trade union 
o rgan iza tion , the I n d u s t r i a l  
W orkers o f the W orld , whose 
con tractua l re la tions w ith  em­
ployers are recognized by the 
N LR B . <

And th is  fa r-sw eep ing tra n s ­
fo rm a tio n  o f A m erican life  takes 
place pu re ly  on the basis o f a 
s ingle executive decree, never 
subm itted to  the decision o f 
e ither the voters o r theiF elected 
representatives. W hat exists to ­
day is s t i l l  called “ democracy,”  
because the laws rem ain substan­
t ia l ly  as before. B ut how much 
p o litica l freedom is there in  
re a lity  i f  a man m ust r is k  his 
job whenever he expresses his 
po litica l views o r tr ies  to w ork  fo r  
them by jo in in g  the p a rty  tha t 
shares them?

M oreover, the fa c t th a t the 
governm ent has chosen to  re ly  
c h ie fly  on bureaucratic  acts up 
to  now is no reason fo r  be liev ing 
i t  w il l fo rego add itiona l repres­
sive laws when i t  feels the tim e 
is ripe . To delay fu r th e r  in o r­
gan iz ing  mass resistance to  the 
g row th  o f the police state can 
prove suic ida l, because every 
passing day is be ing used by the 
governm ent to make i t  more and 
more d if f ic u lt  to  organize ju s t 
such resistance.

FBI Police Spy System 
Uncovered at T ria l

(Continued from  Page 1)
appearing on an en te rta inm en t 
p rogram  sponsored by the A m e r­
ican Society fo r  Russian R e lie f 
in 1945 and o f reading a poem 
o if the atom  bomb by Norm an 
C orw in  a t another m eeting the 
same yea r; o f co n trib u tin g  money 
■for a docum entary f ilm  produc­
tio n ; o f sponsoring a book against 
an ti-S em itism . The F B I re p o rt 
con ta in ing  a ll th is  s tu f f  lis ted  i t  
as a “ secu rity  m a tte r.”

S ix o ther in fo rm ers  —  N D  342, 
N D  359, N D  384, ND  388, ND  400 
and N D  403 —  were in  on the 
hunt b u t appa ren tly  could no t 
find out an y th in g  about M arch ’s 
“ cu rre n t Com m unist ac tiv itie s  in  
the N ew  Y o rk  area.”  In  addition, 
the F B I had a t least tw o other 
agents.—  T-7 and T-8 —  snooping 
around fo r  w hatever they could 
learn about M arch ’s w ife .

These stoolpigeons are paid fo r  
th e ir  services— w ith  money taken 
from  the Am erican taxpayer. 
T h is  was adm itted under cross- 
exam ination in  the curren t t r ia l 
o f the 11 S ta lin is t leaders in  New 
Y ork , a which most o f the gov­
ernment witnesses testified they 
were F B I p lan ts sent in to  the 
Com m unist P a rty .

“ P R E T T Y  GOOD F E E S ”
How  much they are paid in ­

d iv id u a lly  or w h a t the to ta l an­
nual cost is  —  these are add i­
tion a l secrets th a t the F B I con­
siders “ v ita l”  and fo r  w h ich the 
taxpaye r never receives an 
item ized accounting. D r. E dw ard 
U. Condon, d irec to r o f the N a ­
tion a l Bureau o f Standards, whose 
w ife  was named in  one o f the 
reports  a t the Coplon t r ia l ,  says 
the in fo rm ers  ge t “ p re tty  good 
fees.”

The pub lic  forced to  pay these 
“ fees”  likew ise knows litt le -a b o u t 
the num ber and k in d  o f organ iza­
tions in  wh ich F B I agents are 
opera ting. B u t the l i t t le  th a t has 
already been revealed is s in is te r

enough. A s the S ta lin is t t r ia l  has 
proved, they are p lan ted no t on ly 
in the Com m unist P a rty  and its  
f ro n t o rgan izations b u t also in 
the trade unions.

There appears to  be no l im it  
to  the resources a t the command 
o f the F B I. There fore, i t  would 
ha rd ly  be an exaggera tion  to 
conclude th a t the F B I aim s a t 
hav ing  ( i f  i t  does no t a lready 
have) a t least one stoolpigeon in 
every union local in  the country, 
assigned to  act as a fin g e r man 
against the m ilita n ts  and to  make 
reports  on the in te rn a l a ffa irs  
o f the unions. I f  i t  is no t checked, 
the extension o f th is  police spy 
system could prove fa ta l to the 
ve ry  existence o f independent 
unionism .

N E W  SPY N E T W O R K
To make m atte rs  s t i l l  worse, 

Congress has ju s t passed a b ill 
estab lish ing a C entra l In te lligence  
Agency, most o f whose provisions 
are a secret not on ly  to the 
public but to the members o f 
Congress who voted fo r  i t .  No 
one outside th is  new agency’s 
ad m in is tra to rs  w i l l  have any

knowledge o f its  ac tiv itie s  or 
any a u th o r ity  over them.

A ga in , o f course, the p re te x t is 
the p ro tection  o f “ v ita l secrets.”  
B ut again the cu rta in  has slipped 
a l i t t le  and w c are pe rm itted  to 
know th a t the In te lligence  Agency 
has the power “ to  assign its  
agents to  schools, in d u s tr ia l o r­
ganizations, labo r unions and 
o ther groups in  th is  coun try .”

W here w i l l  th is  police - spy 
ne tw ork  stop? F B I stoolpigeons 
adm it they recru ited  members o f 
th e ir  own fa m ily  in to  the Com­
m un is t P a rty  and then reported 
them to the F B I.  H ow  fa r  re ­
moved is th a t fro m  the Nazi 
practice o f t ra in in g  ch ildren to 
spy aga inst th e ir  parents?

Dem ocratic r ig h ts  cannot long 
surv ive  when a police espionage 
system aga inst the people is  
perm itted  to  flo u rish  and extend 
its  tentacles in to  every' nook and 
cranny. The tw o are incom patib le. 
The day is not fa r  o f f  when the 
Am erican people w il l  have to 
choose between th e ir  cherished 
dem ocratic in s titu tio n s  and a 
police state, whose most n o to ri­
ous fea tures are a lready accepted 
as norm al in  W ashington.

Three Pamphlets on the Struggle 
For Civil Rights for the Negro People

1. A  L E T T E R  TO A M E R IC A N  NEG RO ES
by W m . E. Bohannan price  10c
The record o f the p o lit ic a l pa rties  in  the s tru g g le  fo r  
m in o r ity  r ig h ts .

2. NEG RO ES IN  T H E  POST W A R  W O R LD
by A lb e rt P a rke r price 5c
The fa te  o f the FEPC. Congress and N egro  R ights. 
Segregation in  the A rm ed Forces.

3. T H E  STR U G G LE  FOR NEG RO  E Q U A L IT Y
by John Saunders and A lb e r t  P arke r price 10c
A  basic s tudy o f the problem s fac in g  the f ig h t  fo r  the 
second em ancipation o f the Negro People.

O rder fro m  P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

(Enclose stamps o r coin)

ANU NOW THEY WANT TO MAKE 
VOTERS SIGN ‘LOYALTY OATHS’

B y  John F. Petrone
Just when it seemed that they had about exhausted every 

possible variant, w ith the “ loyalty oath,”  Alabama comes up 
with a new wrinkle — a b ill for a constitutional amendment
to requ ire  prospective voters to ®--------------------------------------------------------

'n o t on ly  by the o ther sta te  
leg is la tures bu t also by the F B I 
and the Congressional w itch - 
hunters, who are said to  have 
collaborated in its  p repa ra tion .

W ith o u t w a it in g  fo r  a decision 
in the courts, however, the 
S e n a t e  J u d ic ia ry  Com m ittee, 
wh ich is t r y in g  to  steal some o f 
the thunde r o f the notorious 
House U n -A m e r ic a n  A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee, is w o rk ing  aw ay a t 
its  own police state b ills  —  the  
M und t-N ixon  and the Ferguson 
b ills , w h ich  would requ ire  “ com­
m u n is t”  o rgan iza tions to  re g is te r 
w ith  the governm ent and supp ly  
i t  w ith  th e ir  m em bership lis ts .

swear th a t they “ disavow be lie f 
in  o r a ff ilia t io n , a t any tim e, w ith  
any g roup  o r p a r ty  w h ich ad­
vocated the ove rth row  o f the 
Governm ent o f the U n ited  
States.”

I t  should be noted, to begin 
w ith , th a t the clause about “ over­
th ro w ”  o f the governm ent is no t 
even qualified by the usual 
phrase "b y  force or violence.”  
In  Alabama they don’t care how 
i t  happens, they ju s t don’t w ant 
to see any change in  the govern­
ment.

The b i l l  doesn’t  say who is to  
in te rp re t which groups o r pa rties  
would come under the ban, bu t 
the w ay is c lea rly  open fo r  the 
designation o f any o rgan iza tion  
w h ich would advocate the over­
th ro w  o f J im  Crow, fo r  example, 
which is considered a v ic ious ly  
subversive move by Southern 
po litic ians.

E qua lly  revea ling  is the phrase, 
“ a t any tim e ,”  w h ich no t on ly 
re fe rs  to any tim e  in  the past bu t 
ev iden tly  ex trac ts  a pi'om ise from  
would-be vote rs fo r  the fu tu re  as 
we ll.

The b i l l  is  on the calendar o f 
the A labam a House o f Repre­
sentatives, where i t  is said to  be 
sure o f passage. I t  has been sub­
m itte d  fo r  an advisory opin ion 
to the S tate Supreme C ourt, 
w h ich  has ru led  th a t i t  is  consti­
tu tio na l.

W ORST OF T H E M  A L L
I f  th is  b i l l  seems “ extrem e and 

sweeping”  ( to  use the lega l ex­
pression), i t  is  s t i l l  not the w ors t 
o f the lo t. The dishonor o f having 
produced tha t belongs to  the 
M ary land  Le g is la tu re  and Gov­
ernor, whose Ober A c t makes is 
possible to  ou tlaw  “ subversive”  
o rgan iza tions and impose 20- 
year sentences and $20,000 fines 
fo r  membership in  such groups.

The Ober A c t is be ing tested 
in the courts, and the f ig h t is 
being watched w ith  g re a t care

“ C O N T R IB U T IN G ”  ACTS
Roth these b ills  would also m ake 

i t  a fe lony  to  “ kn o w in g ly ”  com­
m it, in  concert w ith  others, “ an 
act w h ich would su b s tan tia lly  
con tribu te ”  to  the estab lishm ent 
o f a “ to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip ”  
in th is  country . The punishm ent 
couid be ten years im p risonm en t 
and $10,000 in  fines.

W’ lia t k ind  o f acts would “ con­
tr ib u te ”  to  a “ to ta lita r ia n  dicta» 
to rs li ip ? ”  In  the view  o f the 
w itch -hun te rs  a W orkers  and 
Farm ers Governm ent is a “ to ta l i­
ta ria n  d ic ta to rsh ip ”  because i t  
would abolish cap ita lism . W ell, 
an y th in g  th a t would sub s tan tia lly  
con tribu te  to  the estab lishm ent 
o f a W’orke rs  and Farm ers Gov­
ernm ent —  perhaps even an act 
to help fo rm  an independent 
Labor P a rty  —  m ig h t conceivably 
fa ll w ith in  the ju r is d ic tio n  o f 
these h ills .

T ha t is w h y  Zeehariah Chafee 
Jr., H a rvard  Law  School p ro fessor 
and con s titu tion a l expert, was 
100%correct la s t week when he 
attacked these b ills  as a means 
o f “ suppressing”  the Am erican 
peopic. And they  w i l l  do i t  too, 
unless the  people act f ir s t  and 
sunpress these b ills  toge ther W ith  
the reac tiona ry  d rive  o f w h ich 
they are o n ly  a p a rt.

Artists Pledge Support to 
Legless Veteran's Struggle

NEW ’ Y O R K , June 11 —  A n 
apprecia tive  audience o f over 400 
people heard five a u tho ritie s  ex­
press th e ir views in a liv e ly  round 
table discussion on “ The State o f 
A r t  Today and I ts  F u tu re ”  
arranged by the New Y o rk  K u t-  
cher C iv il R igh ts  Com m ittee at 
H o te l D ip lom at las t n igh t.

M eyer Schapiro, P rofessor o f 
F ine A r ts  a t Columbia U n iv e rs ity , 
acted as m odera to r o f the sym ­
posium. The panel o f experts was 
composed o f C lem ent Greenberg, 
a r t  c r it ic  o f The N a tio n ; James 
J. Sweeney, au tho r and le c tu re r; 
George M orris , w e ll-know n ab­
s trac t p a in te r; and Ado lph G o tt­
lieb, a r t is t .

F  oi l o w i n g  presenta tions by 
these a rtis ts  and c ritic s , members 
fro m  the audience pa rtic ip a ted  by 
b r in g in g  fo rw a rd  th e ir  own 
opin ions on the top ics under 
discussion.

In response to an appeal by 
George Novaek, na tiona l secre­
ta ry  o f the KCRC, $145 was con­
tr ib u te d  to  aid the  legless ve t­
eran in h is f ig h t fo r  re ins ta te ­
ment.

P ainters, m usicians, w r ite rs  and 
o ther w orkers  in  the crea tive

a rts  were urged to support the 
Com m ittee’s w o rk  b y  s ig n in g  a 
sta tem ent o f p ro tes t in it ia te d  by 
the five speakers o f the evening. 
T h e ir s ta tem ent declares: 

“ T h roughou t h is to ry  crea tive  
a rtis ts  in  every fie ld  have been, 
by the na tu re  o f th e ir  a c tiv ity , 
p ro tagon is ts  in  the fig h t fo r  
freedom o f tho ugh t and ex­
pression. M any have known —  as 
they s t i l l  do —  what i t  is  to  have 
th e ir  Works rev iled , persecuted 
and even o ffic ia lly  suppressed by 
a rb itra ry  action. A s crea tive  
a rtis ts , or among those closely 
associated w ith  them , we the re ­
fo re  have a v ita l concern in  the  
state o f c iv il lib e rtie s  today.”  

“ W’e believe,”  the sta tem ent 
concludes, “ th a t K u tch e r has a 
r ig h t  to his ideas and his fo rm  
o f expressing them  —  the r ig h t  
which we demand fo r  ourselves.”  

A  num ber o f p rom inen t a rtis ts  
and m usicians present added th e ir  
names to  th is  p ro te s t w h ich w i l l  
become the  basis fo r  a na tion ­
wide cam paign to en lis t support 
fo r  the legless veteran in  the  fie ld  
o f the creative arts .

V is it y o u r lo ca l headquarters o f the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
A K R O N  —  4 So. H ow ard  St., 2nd f l .  

every a fte rnoon  1 to  4 p. m . M eetings 
Sunday 2 p. m .

BOSTON—W o rk e r^  E ducationa l Center. 
10 S tu a rt St., open W ed. 5:30-9:00 p.m ., 
m cial la s t Sat. o f m onh.

B U F F A L O —¿M ilitant Fo rum , 029 M a in  
S t., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adlson 3900. E very 
a fte rnoon  except Sun.

CHICAG O —100 W . W ash ing ton B lvd . 
Rm. 312-31,4. D a ily  except Sun., 11:30 to  
3:30: o r r/hone fo r an appointm ent.

C L E V E L A N D  —  Pecks H a ll,  1440 E . 
82nd St. (o f f  W ade P k. Ave.) M on th ly  
p ub lic  Forum , 1st Sun.. 8 p.m .

D E T R O IT — 6108 L im vood Ave. Phone 
T Y  7-0267, Mon. th rough  Sat., 12-5 p.m .

F L IN T — S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  H a ll,  
215 E ast N in th  S treet. Phone: 2-2496. 
Open House S aturday evenings.

LOS A N G E LE S — M ilita n t Publ. Assn., 
Room 325, 124 W . 6th St. Phono VAndyke 
8061.

SAN PEDRO—M ilita n t, 1008 S. P a c ific  
Room 214.

L Y N N , (M ass.)—M ili ta n t P ub l. Assn., 
44 C en tra l Ave., o fflco  open Tues., Wed. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.

M IL W A U K E E — 917 N. 3rd S t., 3rd f l .  
Sun. th rough  F r i . ,  7:30-9:30 p.m . Phone 
HOpkins 2-5337.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone 
M ain 7781. D a ily  except Sun., 10 a .m .- 
6 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (Conn.) —  F o r in fo r ­
m ation  w r ite  P . D. Box No. C59 o r 
phone 3-3287.

N E W  H A V E N —F o r In fo rm a tio n  te le­
phone 7-8780.

N E W A R K —423 S p rin g fie ld  Ave. Phone
B ige low  3-2574. Reading rooan. Open 
da ily , 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (ITq.)— 116 U n lve r- 
s ity  Place. Phone GR G-S149.

H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t., R m . 23. 
Phone MO 2-1866. Open discussion, 
F r id a y , 8 p.m.

BR O N X—H un ts  P o in t Palaoe, 953 
Southern B lv d ; Room 25. E ve ry  PYi. 
n ig h t a t 8:30 p.m.

B R O O K LY N —635 F u lto n  St. Phone 
ST 3-7433.

C H E LS E A —130 W . 23rd S t. Phone 
A L  5-2488.

O A K L A N D  (C al.) —  F o r in fo rm a tio n , 
phone TE m plebar 2-8153 o r TE m pleba ij 
2-3735, o r w rite  P. M ontauk, 900-B Cy­
press St., Oakland 7.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  
Ave., 2nd f l .  Phone Stevenson 4-5820, 
Open daily . Fo rum , F r i. ,  8 p .m .

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F i f t h  Ave.. 2nd f l .  
Forum s 2nd F r i .  each m onth . M a rx is t 
class 4 p.m . every Sat. M eetings every 
Thurs., 7 :30 p.m.

SAN FR AN CISCO — 1739 F illm o re  A ve., 
4th f l .  Phone F I  6-0410. D a ily  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p.m.

ST. L O U IS  —  “ F o r in fo rm a tio n ,
phone PR 5305.”

S E A T T L E —M ayna rd  B ldg ., 1st Ave., 
R . 201, So. &  W ash ing ton. Te l. M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough  S at., 12-5 p .m . B ranch 
meeting, F r i. ,  8 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore, 

TO LE D O  —  M o n th ly  open m eeting. 
T h ird  Thurs. 8 p.m ., Kappa H a ll,  411 
Sum m it, Room 3.

W O RCESTER. (Mass.) —  F o r In fo rm a ­
tio n  w r ite  P.O. Box 554, W orcester, 

YOUNGSTOW N —  234 B . FVvder&l S t,, 
Phone 3-1365. W ed., F r i . ,  S a t., 1:30 16 
4 p.m.



The Ban on “The Nation”
By Joseph Keller

W hen the New Y o rk  C ity  Board o f Superin­
tendents banned the N a tion  magazine fro m  the 
c ity ’s public schools la s t year, Superintendent o f 
Schools D r. W illia m  Jansen in d ig n a n tly  denied 
th a t  the school au tho ritie s  acted under pressure 
o f the Roman Catholic h iera rchy.

The recent hearing  by the Board o f Education 
on the Board o f S uperintendents’ renewal o f the 
ban le f t  l i t t le  room  fo r  doubt as to the outside 
forces responsible fo r  th is  gross act o f censorship 
aga inst the c o u n try ’s oldest and m ost respected 
lib e ra l jo u rn a l.

Those a t the hearing who spoke fo r  con tinua­
t io n  o f the ban were, w ith  the exception o f three 
ind iv idua ls , spokesmen fo r  C atholic organ izations 
d r A m erican ism  Com m ittees o f the Am erican 
Legion.

Am ong the C atholic organ izations represented 
were the C oord ina ting  Com m ittee o f the Catholic 
L a y  Com m ittees o f the Archdiocese o f New Y ork , 
the K n igh ts  o f Columbus, the Catholic In te r-R a ­
c ia l Council, the C atholic Teachers A lliance  and 
the  C atholic Law yers Guild. They and the A m e r­
ican Legion spokesmen p u t on an exh ib ition  o f 
fou l-m outhed invective and slander th a t sounded 
lik e  the fasc is t Coughiin ites and C h ris tian  F ro n t- 
ers in  th e ir  hey-day.

The o rig in a l ban had been imposed because 
o f  the series o f a rtic les  by Paul B lanshard on 
the  economic, social and p o lit ic a l ro le  o f the 
Roman C atholic h ie ra rchy. T h a t was in  A p r i l 
1948. There was a considerable lib e ra l ou tc ry  
aga ins t th is  a tte m p t to  censor discussion and 
c r it ic is m  o f the C atholic h ie ra rch y ’s ac tiv itie s  
in  the  sphere o f general public life .

I t  was cla im ed by D r. Jansen a t the la te s t hear­
in g , however, th a t the renewal o f the ban th is  
m onth  was fo r  m a te ria l th a t had appeared in

The N a tion  th is  year. He did  no t s tate w ha t th a t 
m a te ria l was. He to ld  reporte rs  a f te r  the m eeting 
—  w hich took no action to  rescind the ban —  
th a t The N a tion  “ had an ad in there, fo r  a book, 
about C h ris t was a m yth  o r som eth ing.”  On th a t 
basis, a lm ost any secular newspaper o r magazine 
th a t carries book ads could be banned.

B u t tbe comments o f those who spoke fo r  the 
ban made i t  c lear th a t an alleged “ a ttack  on re li­
g ion ”  was the least they had in m ind. One A m er­
ican Legion speaker claim ed th a t the m ild ly - 
libe ra l Freda K irchw ey, ed ito r o f The N a tion , 
had “ an ou ts tand ing record as a m ember o f pro- 
C om m unist groups.”  A no the r roared in d ig n a n tly , 
“ N e x t th in g  we know, The N a tion  w i l l  be defend­
in g  L ilie n th a l.”  O thers assailed reviews o f the 
K insey re p o rt o r a rtic les  on the M indszenty case 
th a t had appeared a t one tim e o r another in  The 
N ation .

Speaking aga inst the ban were such w ide ly  
varied, and even p o lit ic a lly  opposed bodies, as 
the L ibe ra l P a rty  and the A m erican Labor P arty , 
the A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion, Am ericans 
fo r  Dem ocratic A ction , the A d Hoc Com m ittee 
to  L i f t  the Ban on The N a tion , the Teachers G uild  
and the CIO Teachers U n ion, the Com m ittee on 
In te llec tua l Freedom o f the Am erican L ib ra ry  
Association, the Public Education Association, the 
U n ited  P arents ’ Association, the A m erican Jew­
ish Congress and the N a tiona l Law yers Guild.

The hearing on the N a tion  ban b rough t ou t in to  
the open the tremendous menace o f the Roman 
C atholic h ie ra rchy  to free  tho ugh t and dem ocratic 
pub lic  education. The im position  o f public censor­
ship th rough the action o f a p riva te  re lig ious 
body, which is able to m an ipu la te  pub lic  agencies 
lik e  the New  Y o rk  Board o f Education, is a 
challenge to every dem ocratic tra d it io n  in  th is  
country.

Are Yon A Stockholder?
By Jeanne Morgan

They fo rg o t to  in v ite  you and me to  the W a l­
d o rf-A s to r ia  in  New Y o rk  la s t m onth when the 
A m erican  Iro n  and Steel In s t itu te  held its  annual 
sh ind ig . B u t i t  was ju s t an overs ight. They w a n t­
ed us there. R ea lly  needed us. W h a t makes me 
so positive  is a copy o f a speech made a t th is  
ga th e rin g  by Clarence B. Randall, In la nd  Steel’s 
president, w h ich  has be la ted ly  come to  m y no­
tice.

I t ’s re a lly  qu ite simple. W h a t the steel b illio n ­
a ires need are “ new sources o f p riva te  r is k  capi­
ta l, ”  bu t, as Randall po in ts  out, there are now­
adays “ so few  rem a in ing  r ic h ”  (h a rd ly  enough to  
f i l l  W a ld o rf-A s to r ia ) th a t there is “ no chqice 
b u t to  tu rn  bo ld ly  tow ard  the mass savings o f 
the  tw o  m ost pow erfu l p o lit ic a l groups in  A m e r­
ica, the  w orkers  and the fa rm e rs ”  (o f whom, as 
everyone knows, there are p le n ty ).

To be sure, R andall does no t w a n t too m any 
o f uS. He ju s t wants enough o f us poor to  make 
the  “ few  rem a in ing  r ic h ”  fee l a l i t t le  happier. 
R andall estim ates th a t “ We o f Steel”  require  
abou t “ 500,000 men who believe passionately 
th a t th e ir  own se lf- in te re s t is a t stake, and who 
are determ ined th a t steel production s jia ll re ­
m a in  free .”

T h is  is no t go ing  to be too easy, R andall warns. 
I t  appears th a t he and his lone ly  fe llo w  p lu to ­
cra ts have “ somehow”  com m itted a s lig h t over­
s ig h t a ll these years. “ We have ta u g h t men to 
be production minded, bu t have somehow no t 
a lw ays sensed th a t i t  was our job  to  make them 
freedom  m inded.”

A nd you and I  are sore ly in need o f such an 
education, assures Randall. W hy, we are a ll so

m is-educated th a t, as he ins is ts , “ less than 2% 
o f the men and women employed in  steel own 
stock in th e ir  respective companies.”

You and I  are so darned m iseducated th a t in ­
stead o f buy ing  common stock we squander i t  on 
s il ly  th ings, especially the stee lworkers. B u t le t 
Randall h im se lf g ive you the score. He says th a t 
uneducated steel w o rkers  “ buy new automobiles 
and te levis ion sets, bu t no t common stocks. As 
th e ir  fu tu re  has become secure th rough  the op­
era tion  o f pension plans, they have tended to live  
more and more r ig h t  up to  the l im it  o f th e ir  in ­
comes.”  N o t on ly  dumb, b u t sh iftless, th a t ’s us, 
in c lud in g  the steelworkers.

You and I  ju s t  don’t  know how to  live  the 
lives o f re a lly  free men and women. A nd  Ran­
da ll is  ju s t  the fe llo w  to rem edy th is  s tate o f 
a ffa irs . W ha t is needed is fo r  us to s ta r t  pouring  
a ll ou r loose cash in to , a t least, common stock 
in  steel. Now, Randall knows th is  isn ’t  go ing to 
be easy, e ither. T h is  “ again m ust he done the 
hard way. We m ust be re a lly  more in terested 
in  the new pa rtners  than we are in th e ir  m oney.”  
I t ’s tough h u t it 's  w o rth  it .

Get the po in t, pa rtn e r?  I f  you don’t  today, you 
w i l l  tom orrow  when Randall and a ll these o ther 
new “ pa rtn e rs ”  o f yours and m ine w il l  le t  loose 
th e ir  barrage o f “ educational”  ads in  the S a tu r­
day E vening Post, C o lliers and o ther ph ilan th rop ic  
periodica ls ca llin g  on a ll w orkers to  “ use p a r t o f 
every pay-check to buy steel stock.”  W hether 
w e’l l  a ll ge t “ freedom -m inded”  th a t w ay s t i l l  re ­
m ains to be seen. B u t one th in g  is sure, Randall 
and his frien ds  are determ ined to ge t us “ fre e ”  
—  bu t qu ick! —  o f a ll ou r “ mass savings,”  i f  any.

“The Red Menace”
The f i r s t  w a r propaganda f i lm  p u rp o rtin g  to 

expose the ac tiv itie s  o f Am erican S ta lin is ts  is 
now on the screens th roughou t the country. I t  is 
a  typ ica l, v ic ious ly  red -ba iting , dishonest H o lly ­
wood p roduct e n title d : “ The Red Menace.”

Produced by Republic Studios in  co llabora tion  
W ith  C a lifo rn ia ’s U n-A m erican  A c tiv it ie s  Com­
m itte e  and the Los Angeles Chamber o f Com­
merce, “ The Red Menace”  opens in  the  L . A . 
Federa l H ousing O ffice . Here, B il l  Jones, a young 
veteran, is p o lite ly  in fo rm ed by an o ffic ia l th a t 
he has been fleeced ou t o f  his home loan by a 
re a l estate shark and there is no th ing  the govern­
m en t can do about it .

Behind B il l,  ta k in g  i t  a ll in  w ith  greedy ears, 
Stands T y le r, the “ C om m unist”  v il la in  (droop ing 
c ig a re tte , h a t pu lled over eyes). B il l,  n a tu ra lly , 
b lows his top and leaves the jo in t, ta iled  by T y le r, 
who makes his p itch  and manages to  guide poor 
B i l l  to  a qu ie t bar (ru n  by “ The P a rty ” ) where 
th e y  m eet M o llie  ( “ the seductive P a rty  G ir l” ).

There is  Yvonne, a psychopathic S ta lin is t hack 
who goes mad when she learns she is to  be de­
po rted. There is the seductive M o llie  who is g u id ­
ed back to  the Church by th a t k in d ly  old b lack- 
robed sa in t o f reaction , F a th e r Leary . A nd  M ol- 
l ie ’s lo ve r who com m its suicide in  despair over 
h is  expulsion fro m  The P a rty . A nd  N ina, a S ta l­
in is t  fro m  childhood who fa lls  in  love w ith  B il l 
in  order, one f in e  day, to ge t up and leave The 
P a r ty  w ith  h im , fo r  no p a r tic u la r ly  good reason. 
A l l  th is  and more goes on fo r  the custom ary hour- 
and -a -ha lf.

The whole business would be ju s t so much 
good clean corn i f  no t fo r  the overtones o f race 
hatred, jin g o ism  and red -ba iting . M arx ism  is, o f 
course, depicted as “ a science o f ha te,”  as “ a the­
ism coated over w ith  modern phraseology”  and 
the like .

A  crude a ttem p t to  exp lo it the crim es o f S ta lin ­
ism is made when an Ita lia n  w o rk e r who speaks 
up aga inst the S ta lin  d ic ta to rsh ip  is shown beat­
en up by a p a ir o f goons. T h is  “ expose”  de libe r­
a te ly  confusing the to ta lita r ia n  S ta lin  reg im e 
w ith  Lenin and T ro ts k y ’s “ d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t,”  ends up w ith  a few  hurrahs fo t  the 
good old Am erican democracy “ o f a ll classes.”

T h is  maiden e f fo r t  of the State D epa rtm en t’s 
movie thugs is in fa n tile  and am ateurish. E xcep t 
perhaps among the fasc is t lu na tic  fr in g e , i t  w i l l  
arouse more laugh te r than hatred fo r  the S ta lin ­
ists. However, i t  does set the tone fo r  H o llyw ood ’s 
w a r against M arx ism , which appa ren tly  w i l l  be 
conducted w ith  the m ain emphasis on re lig ious  
lines.

The m akers o f these red -ba iting , w a rm o n g e r­
in g  movies con fro n t a problem w hich never came 
up in  the Nazi th r il le rs  o f yesteryear. M arx ism  
and the class s trugg le  are delicate subjects and 
the cap ita lis ts  w e ll know it .

They have h ith e rto  been so lee ry  o f an y th in g  
dealing w ith  labor th a t someone fro m  M ars ge t­
t in g  a v iew  o f li fe  on earth  fro m  H o llyw ood would 
wonder how we ever g o t a long w ith o u t w orkers. 
Now  they face the  d ilem m a o f a tta ck in g  and v i l i ­
fy in g  M arx ism  w ith o u t arousing any cu rios ity  
about i t  —  no t an easy o r enviable job.

Notes from the News
P R O TEST IN  T H E  SP —  The S ocia lis t P a r ty ’s 

N a tio n a l Executive Com m ittee reso lu tion  on the 
A t la n t ic  Pact (discussed in  la s t week’s M il ita n t)  
has aroused a storm  o f p ro tes t among the  SP 
members. The New Y o rk  Local has called fo r  a 
na tio n a l re ferendum  to  p u t the o rgan iza tion  
c le a rly  on record e ith e r fo r  o r aga inst the pact. 

* * *
E X P R E S S IN G  A  D E B T  —  Secretary o f Com­

merce Sawyer, in  a speech to  the A m erican Iro n  
and Steel In s titu te , urges businessmen to  g ive due 
c re d it to  “ leaders o f unions. . . who have risked 
th e ir  positions, th e ir  incomes, and in some cases 
th e ir  bod ily  safe ty. . . in  the vanguard o f our
b a ttle  w ith  com m unism .”

*  *  *

S T A L IN IS T  Y O U T H  L E A G U E  —  The S ta lin ­
is ts  are bu ild ing  a new na tiona l youth organ iza­
tio n . A n  organ iz ing  conference held in  Chicago 
la s t m onth set its e lf  the goal o f ho ld ing  100 
m eetings th rou gh ou t the coun try  to  fo rm  the 
f i r s t  c h a rte r clubs d u rin g  the week beg inn ing 
J u ly  4.

*  *  *

“ M O ST G E O R G IA  S H E R IF F S ”  —  A n  a ll-  
w h ite  grand ju r y  has freed tw o w h ite  men held 
fo r  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  la s t m on th ’s lyn ch in g  o f Caleb 
H i l l ,  G eorgia Negro. S o lic ito r C. S. B a ldw in  said

the inves tiga tion  also cleared S h e r if f  George 
H atcher, who had arrested H i l l  and le f t  the keys 
to H i l l ’s cell on his tab le, where the y  were taken 
by the lynchers. “ M ost G eorg ia s h e riffs  would 
have shot the  N egro instead o f ta k in g  h im  to 
ja i l , ”  B a ldw in  added.

*  *  *

A N O T H E R  P LO T  —  T V  A  cha irm an Gordon R. 
Clapp was no t the on ly  one smeared as “ unem­
ployab le”  by the A rm y . A no the r was D r. George 
S. Counts, Colum bia educator and Social Demo­
cra t. Counts h in ted g r im ly  the A rm y ’s designa­
tion  m ig h t be pai-t o f a “ com m unist p lo t.”

*  *  *

C A U T IO U S  P R E D IC T IO N  —  Leon Henderson, 
New Dealer and fo rm e r O P A  A d m in is tra to r, 
predicts th a t the cu rre n t “ economic read jus tm en t”  
w il l continue fro m  nine to  tw elve m onths and 
“ could add to  the po ss ib ility  o f financia l panic 
in  th is  cou n try .”

. *  *  *

N E W  POST FO R W IL K IN S  —  Roy W ilk in s , 
ass is tant N A A C P  secretary, was named ac ting  
secretary by the N A A C P  Board o f D irectors. He 
w il l  be executive head o f the  o rgan iza tion  d u rin g  
the absence o f W a lte r W h ite , secretary, who was 
g ranted a yea r’s leave o f absence fo llo w in g  the 
B oa rd ’s re fusa l to  accept his resignation .
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H ear o f M ine Stoppage Buffalo Bell Union 
Forced to Strike

Express as saying : “ We proposed 
se ttin g  aside the question o f 
wages and pensions fo r  a three 
to fo u r month period du rin g  
which the employees would con­
tinue to w ork. We proposed 
s e ttlin g  a ll o ther con tract issues 
now but indicated we were w illin g  
to g ive proper consideration in 
fu tu re  nego tia tions to any mone­
ta ry  concessions made by the 
'•ompany a t th is  tim e. Our o ffe r  
was refused by the company and 
we were in fo rm ed by th e ir  re ­
presentatives there would be no 
fu r th e r  extension o f con tract or 
negotia tions unless we w ithd rew  
our wage demands and accepted 
the com pany’s o ffe r  on a ll o ther 
con tract m a tte rs .”

C O M P A N Y  G A IN E D  T IM E
Vue present union o ffic ia ls  of 

Local 501 had p rev iously  granted 
the company tw o successive con­
tra c t extensions, one on A p r i l 30 
and another on M ay 15 w ith o u t 
p r io r  au thoriza tion  by the m em ­
bership. These extensions are 
said to have g iven the company 
precious good tim e  which enabled 
it  to ge t ou t pressing orders and 
placed the company in  a more 
favorable position than i t  would 
have been a t the exp ira tion  o f the 
con tract on A p r i l 30.

The com pany’s sudden in tro ­
duction o f overtim e and w ork  on 
Saturday and Sundays in certa in  
d e p a r t m e n t s  had previously 
aroused the suspicions o f the 
w orkers as company preparations 
fo r a s tr ike .

The new ly elected local o ffic ia ls  
took over the ad m in is tra tion  two 
months ago fro m  the m ilita n t 
Rank and F ile  group, fo llo w in g  a 
v io len t T ro tsky  - b a it in g  a ttack  
against the un ion ad m in is tra tion  
by the an ti- la b o r B u ffa lo  Evening 
News, the com pany and the local 
R eutherite  bureaucracy. T h e  
Reuther group had staked th e ir  
a ll on ob ta in ing  a new union 
con tract by w h a t they termed in 
th e ir  cafnpaign propagandk, “ ra ­
tiona l, constructive, in te llig e n t

behavior on the p a rt o f union 
representatives — to vhe whole 
problem o f co llective ba rga in- 
r.g.”  T h is  was supposed to be in 

con trast to  the conduct o f the 
m ilita n ts  which they described 
as “ in su ltin g , a rrogan t, abusive, 
v u lg a r behavior”  tow ard  the com­
pany.

An un identified Reuther spokes­
man quoted in the News o f March 
2 w ent so fa r  as to  s tate th a t 
the po licy o f the m ilita n ts  “ has 
h u r t us in our nego tia tions w ith  
managem ent and may h u r t  us in  
the fu tu re . M anagem ent won’t  
g ive in an inch to them .”  Now 
the new Reutherite  ad m in is tra ­
tion  is forced to adm it th a t th e ir  
“ constructive ”  and “ in te llig e n t”  
be lly -c ra w ling , appeasement tac­
tics couldn’t  even w rest fro m  the 
company a s im ple extension o f 
the con tract —  a fte r  they had 
g ra tu ito u s ly  g ranted two o f 
them to the company a t a tim e 
when the la tte r  needed them  
br.oty. The Reutherite  p ro testa ­
tions —  tha t “ we are reasonable 
people,”  “ we are w illin g  to com­
prom ise,”  and so fo r th  —  were 
not able to  e lic it an y th in g  from  
the company except grea te r 
arrogance and contem pt.

The fiasco o f the negotia tions 
conducted by the R eutheritcs has 
engendered the deepest resent­
m ent and b itte re s t c ritic ism  on 
the p a r t o f the ran k  and file . The 
admissions made by Sub-reg ional 
D irec to r G ray as w e ll as those 
made by Regional D ire c to r 
Gerber —  who was called in by 
the local Reuther machine to save 
the s itua tion  fo r  them -— th a t 
they could no t ge t an y th in g  a t 
a ll from  the company is regarded 
as a s tr ik in g  con firm ation  o f the 
bankrup tcy  o f th e ir  company ap­
peasement policies.

A t  las t n ig h t ’s s tr ik e  p repa ra­
tion  meeting, the w orkers  gave 
more than a broad h in t th a t they 
are look ing  tow ards the m il i­
tan ts to lead them to a v ic to rious  
conclusion o f the s trike .

Boeing Company Wins Court Decision; 
Union Will Seek N L R B  Election

By C. Kaye
SEATTLE, June 6 — After long months of silence, the 

U. S. C ircuit Court of Appeals has fina lly  announced its deci­
sion in the case of the Boeing Airplane Co. versus the Aero
Mechanics U nion, Lodge 751, In ­
te rna tiona l Association o f M a­
chin ists. U nder provis ions o f the 
v icious T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t, the 
three-m an cou rt ru led th a t las t 
yea r’s five-m onth s tr ik e  by 15,000 
w orkers was ille g a l, thereby 
causing the union to lose its  
sta tus as the o ffic ia l ba rga in ing  
agency fo r  w orkers a t Boeing’s 
g ia n t Seattle p lant.

On three previous occasions, 
the N L R B  ruled th a t the s tr ike  
was legal, th a t a 60-day pre­
s tr ik e  notice Mas not required 
inasmuch as notice had been 
filed almost a year before, and 
tha t the Aero Mechanics M'ere 
the legal ba rga in ing  agent. On 
beha lf o f the union, the N L R B  
sued the company on an u n fa ir  
labor practice charge.

The C irc u it C ourt decision re ­
versed the N LR B , b u t did not, 
however, g ra n t ju r is d ic tio n  to the 
local Team ster Un ion a ff ilia te  
which is also c la im ing  ju r is d ic ­
tion  over Boeing w orkers. Th is 
issue w il l  be decided a t a rep re ­
sentation election, and the Aero 
Mechanics have already petitioned 
the N L R B  to set the vo tin g  m a­
ch inery in m otion.

The long 1948 s tr ik e  a t Boeing 
a ttrac ted  na tiona l a tten tion  when 
Dave Beck, W est^Coast Team ster 
czar, jo ined forces w ith  the com­
pany to re c ru it scabs and o r­
ganized- them  behind the p icke t 
lines in to  a new ly chartered r iv a l 
union. Despite innum erable o f­
fe rs  o f aid fro m  the aroused and 
outraged N o rthw est trade union 
movement, the leadership o f the 
s tr ik in g  union refused to ca ll fo r

Seek 40 Hr. Pay 
For SO Hr. Week
“ We urge our ¡un ion to set 

as its  goal wage rates which 
w ill g ive 40 hours o f pay fo r  
a 30-hour week,”  states the 
f irs t po in t o f the program  
adopted by the recent national 
convention o f the CIO  U nited 
Packinghouse W o r k e r s  o f 
Am erica. The program , dra fted  
by the un ion ’s W’age and Con­
trac t Com m ittee, says th a t the 
sho rte r M-ork week fo r  the 
same take-home pay is needed 
“ to avoid M’id^spread unem­
ploym ent and preserve our 
members fro m  s ta rva tio n .”

-----------------------------------------
mass action to repulse Beck and 
h is s trikebreakers.

They resorted, instead, to ex­
pensive and tim e-consum ing legal 
proceedings and succeeded in 
fo rc in g  a disgusted rank and file 
to g ive up the s tr ik e  and re tu rn  
to w ork —  to an open shop, m inus 
a contract, w ith  no demand ga in ­
ed. Hundreds o f ex-s trike rs  were 
v ic tim ized  by th is  move when the 
company refused to  reh ire  them, 
on the basis o f its  ovvn “ sub­
vers ive”  and “ undesirable”  l is t ­
ings, w h ile  inside the shops IA M  
organ izers vied w ith  Team ster 
organizers in s ign ing  up the 
thousands o f new ly h ired, un­
a ffilia te d  workers.

The company has fo llow ed a 
pers is ten t po licy o f d isc rim in a ­
tion  aga inst A ero  Mechanic 
members and indulgence tow ards 
the Team ster-union cardholders. 
Thousands o f e x -s tr ike rs  have 
since been fired, la id o f f  o r 
demoted; m ost new - hires are 
forced to jo in  the Team sters be­
fore they can pick up a too l; and 
Beck operates a f lo u ris h in g  h ir in g  
ha ll fo r  the company r ig h t  in  his 
Team sters’ Headquarters.

The present re la tionsh ip  o f 
forces inside the p lan t is ap­
p rox im a te ly  three to one in  fa vo r 
o f the Aero Mechanics U nion. No 
o ffic ia l figures are available. The 
morale o f the s tr ik in g  un ion 
m embership is good, boss-court 
decisions and company pressure 
no tw iths tand ing . T h e ir ha tred 
and contem pt fo r  Beck and his 
brand o f “ un ion ism ”  is s t i l l  
strong. A t  th is  ju nc tu re  they 
should w in  an elecion a lthough  
there is the danger th a t the com­
pany m ig h t discharge a cruc ia l 
section o f the membership and 
h ire  thousands o f raw  w orkers 
before election day.

O nly when the exclusive ba r­
g a in ing  agent is f in a lly  de te rm in ­
ed w il l  con tract nego tia tions w ith  
Boeing m anagem ent commence.

The s to ry  o f (he Boeing s tr ik e  
and its  a fte rm a th  is an ob ject 
lesson in T a ft  - H a rtley ism . In  
try in g  to  live  up to  th is  law , the 
unions are drow n ing  themselves 
in a deep, endless m ire o f le ga l­
is tic  mumbo-jumbo, red tape and 
h u m ilia tin g  defeats. O n ly m il i­
ta n t s o lid a rity  in  action, on the 
picket lines and th rough  a un ited 
Conference o f Labor, can force 
th is  type o f le g is la tio n  o f f  the 
books.

L a rry  G ragg and A ndy Gerdich read in  P ittsb u rg h  tha t w ork 
w il l  ha lt fo r  one week s ta rtin g  June 13 fo r  w ha t President John 
L. Lew is o f U n ited M ine W orkers called “ a b r ie f s ta b iliz in g  period 
in  inaction .”  450,000 so ft and hard coal m iners are affected by th is  
move which is tied in  w ith  U M W  negotia tions fo r  a new contract.

B U F F A LO , June 13 —  About 
3,000 workers o f the Bell A i r ­
c ra ft C orpora tion went out on 
s tr ik e  today fo llow ing  collapse o f 
negotia tions between the com­
pany and union o ffic ia ls  represent­
in g  Local 501, U A W -C IO . P icket 
lines were set up ea rly  th is  
m orn ing around the huge N iagara  
F a lls  p lan t am idst a s p ir it  o f 
r is in g  m ilitancy  enhanced by the 
unprecedented arrogance o f the 
company, which according to 
Regional D irec to r M a rtin  Gerber 
“ wanted the con tract renewed 
fo r one year w ith o u t any wage 
increases or o ther economic bene­
fits  included.”

Just before nego tia tions broke 
o ff,  Sub-reg ional D irec to r E. F. 
G ray was quoted in the Courier

Roybal Victory Shows 
L. A . Minorities1 Power

By J. Blake
LOS A N G E L E S  —  Edward R. 

Roybal won last m onth ’s race in 
the N in th  D is tr ic t by 20,472 votes 
to 11,956 fo r  his opponent. This 
is reported ly  the firs t successful 
f ig h t fo r  representation fo r  m i­
no rities on the Los Angeles C ity  
Council.

The Roybal cam paign was in 
the main in itia te d  and conducted 
by the vanguard o f the Mexican 
com m unity. I t  was an independent 
po litica l action aga inst d isc rim i­
nation, police b ru ta li ty  and second 
class c itizensh ip  in every aspect 
o f p o litica l, economic and social 
life  in the Los Angeles area. In  
th is  was the s treng th  of the cam­
paign.

In  the councilm anic election, 
two years ago, Roybal was de­
feated in h is race aga inst the 
same opponent, incum bent Coun­
cilm an P arley P a rke r C hris ten­
sen, fo r  m any years the da rlin g  
o f the libe ra ls  and the S ta lin is ts . 
A t  th a t tim e  the needs o f the 
m in o r ity  Roybal represents were 
as great, bu t the mass base in 
the M exican com m unity  had not 
been organized; m any Mexiean- 
Am ericans, ignored and excluded 
fro m  pa rtic ip a tion  in  govern­
ment. did not even bother to 
reg is te r to  vote.

L E A R N E D  LESSONS
The S ta lin is ts , who then con­

tro lled  the CIO here, opposed the 
move to run  an independent labor 
candidate from  the N in th  D is­
t r ic t ,  populated la rge ly  by w o rk ­
ers and m in o rity  groups. This, 
coupled w ith  the backing o f CIO 
r ig h t-w in g e rs , th rew  the labor 
endorsement to  Christensen, he lp­
ing defeat Roybal tw o  years ago.

The vanguard o f the Mexican 
com m unity learned the lessons 
o f th is  defeat. A  group o f Roy-

ba l’s supporters organized the 
Com m unity Service O rgan iza tion 
which, w ith  Roybal as president, 
soon became a v ita l po litica l body 
in the M exican com m unity. Be­
fo re  the election o f November 
194S the CSO had registered 
more than 14,000 voters, and 
reg is tra tio n  was continued a fte r 
the pres identia l election, looking 
toward the c ity  election o f A p r i l 
5, 194«.

C hief ac tiv is ts  in the CSO were 
young M exican - Am erican v e t­
erans, college students, and labor 
organizers and union officers. 
F rom  the beginn ing, conscious 
e ffo r ts  were made to  fo rge  an 
alliance between the CSO and 
sections o f the CIO and A F L . 
Roybal pledged a representative 
labor com m ittee to advise h im  on 
leg is la tion  o f special concern to 
them.

R O Y B A L ’S PRO G RAM
A t the same tim e, the s ig n i­

ficance o f R oybal’s candidacy to 
a ll the m in o r ity  and low  income 
groups in  the D is tr ic t  was em­
phasized in approaching Negro, 
Jew ish, N isei, Ita lia n  and other 
m in o r ity  groups.

R oybal’s p rogram  in the cam­
paign summed up the issues as 
fo llow s: “ No police b ru ta lity .
Adequate pensions fo r  aged, 
b lind, and disabled. B e tte r health 
fa c ilit ie s . M ore p lay  centers. F a ir  
em ploym ent procedures. C ity  com 
m issioners fro m  the N in th  D is ­
tr ic t.  S upport slum  clearance and 
low cost housing, Im prove trans ­
po rta tion . No r e s t r i c t i v e  
covenants. B e tte r educational 
fac ilit ie s . Tolerance o f p o litica l 
views, re lig iou s  fa ith s , rac ia l 
backgrounds o f a ll Am ericans. 
P rotect r ig h ts  o f labo r.”

F inancia l support fo r  the cam­
paign came p r im a r ily  fro m  unions

and fro m  the M exican com­
m un ity .

A F T E R  T H E  P R IM A R Y
A fte r  Roybal received a h igher 

vote than Christensen in the A p r. 
5 p r im a ry  election, e lim in a tin g  
several o ther contenders, the cam­
paign gathered momentum. Roy­
ba l’s election appeared more and 
more assured and everyone s ta r t ­
ed to ju m p  on the band-wagon. 
Various o ffic ia l Dem ocratic and 
Republican endorsements came 
through . Candidates e lim inated 
in  the p rim aries  offe red th e ir  
endorsements —  fo r  a s lig h t re ­
m uneration. The Bowron and 
A ld r ic h  forces, contenders in the 
ru n -o ff  race fo r  the m ayo ra lty , 
made overtures to the Roybal 
co nm ittee. B u t despite pressures 
from  a ll sides, the Roybal cam­
paign m ainta ined its  independent 
character.

The S ta lin is ts  endorsed Roybal 
in the p r im a ry  cam paign, bu t 
on ly a fte r  considerable hesita tion 
and delay occasioned by the fa c t 
th a t they had backed Christensen 
fo r years; fa il in g  to  break w ith  
h im  even a fte r  he voted to ap­
prove M ayo r Bow ron’s appo in t­
m ent o f a leading advocate o f 
race re s tr ic tiv e  covenants to the 
Urban Redevelopment Commis­
sion. M oreover, the S ta lin is ts  
bickered w ith  the Roybal forces 
fo r  some po licy  con tro l o f the 
cam paign, bu t .eventually were 
compelled to g ive support despite 
the uncom prom ising independence 
o f the M exican leadership o f the 
movement.

SW P A T T IT U D E
The Los Angeles Local o f the 

Socialist W orkers P a rty  early  
recognized the significance o f 
the Roybal cam paign as an ex­
pression o f the independent p o li­
tica l awakening o f the Mexican 
com m unity, and supported the 
progressive tendencies in  i t  to 
strengthen its  mass character, 
its  independence o f c a p ita lis t 
po litica l parties, and its  labor 
alliances.

In  the p r im a ry  election cam- 
pa 'gn the SWP gave c r it ic a l sup­
po rt to R oybal’s candidacy. A ctive  
support by the p a rty  continued 
in the ru n -o f f  election.

As Roybal co rrec tly  stated a t 
the v ic to ry  p a rty  the n ig h t of 
election, the f ig h t has ju s t begun. 
Now th a t he has been elected, 
both the man and the movement 
m ust strengthen and extend the ir 
independence fro m  ca p ita lis t p o li­
tics, and th e ir  w o rk in g  class 
character, o r they w il l  succumb 
to  the  op po rtun is t pressures 
which overwhelmed the fo rm er 
libera l Councilman Christensen 
.(nominee o f the F a rm e r-L a b o r  
P a rty  fo r  President o f the U n ited  
S lates in .1920) and a ll o ther 
libe ra ls  and re fo rm ers who fa il 
to m a in ta in  a c lear-cu t w o rk ing - 
class lo y a lty  and perspective, 
and a scientific  socia list p ro ­
gram .

The road fo r Roybal, i f  he is 
to keep fa ith  w ith  the movement 
which is b igger than he and which 
placed him  in  office, is  to conduct 
an aggressive, m ilita n t s trugg le  
a g a i n s t  d isc rim ina tion  and 
poverty, and at the same tim e 
(o g ive leadership in  the s tru g ­
gle fo r  independent po litica l 
action o f labor and m in o rity  
groups toward the bu ild ing  o f a 
labor pa rty . O nly w ith  a w o rk ­
ers’ adm in is tra tion  loca lly  and 
na tiona lly  w i l l  the movement 

against d isc rim ina tion  and poverty 
he able to tackle  those problems 
w ith  a real solution, a socia list 
program .

Subscribe to
THE MILITANT

BUSY SCHEDULE PLANNED FOR 
JAMES KUTCHER IN BAY AREA

SAN FRANCISCO — James Kutcher w ill speak at a pub­
lic meeting on Tuesday, June 28 in Berkeley under the joint 
sponsorship of the Americans for Democratic Action and the
K utche r C iv il R igh ts  Committee.' 
P rofessor Lawrence Sears, P ro ­
fessor o f Philosophy a t M ills  
College, w ill appear on the same 
program .

The K u tcher m eeting in  B e r­
keley w ill be held two days be­
fo re  a ll professors and in s tru c ­
tors a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f C a li­
fo rn ia  located in  th a t c ity  w ill 
be forced to  com ply w ith  the 
ru lin g  by the Board o f Regents 
to take “ lo y a lty  oaths.”  A ccord­
ing  to  press reports , a m eeting 
o f 500 o f the 700 fa c u lty  mem­
bers on the B erke ly  campus 
adopted a reso lu tion June 4 u rg ­
in g  the u n ive rs ity  a d m in is tra tion  
to “ e lim ina te  o r change”  the 
lo y a lty  oath requ irem ent on the 
ground o f academic freedom.

PROFS A S S A IL  PURGE
A  num ber o f professors who 

have raised th e ir  voices in pro test 
aga inst the lo y a lty  oaths are 
p lann ing  to  a ttend K u tche r’s 
m eeting in Berke ley which w ill 
o ffe r  a m a jo r m edium o f ex­
pression fo r  the seething resent­
m ent in academic c ircles here 
against the in tensified w itc h ­
hunt.

Twelve professors a t San F ra n ­
cisco S la te College released a 
jo in t s ta tem ent to the press on 
June 14 denouncing K u tch e r’s 
dism issal and assailing the un­
dem ocratic procedures' o f the 
governm ent’s lo y a lty  purge. A 
s im ila r  statem ent is being c ir ­
culated among fa cu lty  members 
a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia .

K u tuber’s appearance in  Ber­
keley is one o f m any meetings 
already scheduled fo r  h im  in the 
Bay area. The legless veterar 
w ill also address the Alameds 
County A F L  Centra l Labor U n ior 
on Monday, June 27 and th« 
Santa Cruz County A F L  Centra 
Labor Council on F rid a y , Ju ly  1 
Wednesday, June 29 he is slated 
to speak a t the m on th ly  meeting 
o f Local 1-10 o f the CIO In te rn a ­
tiona l Longshoremen and W are­
house W orkers U n ion and or 
Tuesday, J u ly  5, a t the meeting 
o f the A F L  R eta ils C lerks Union 

Wednesday, J u ly  6 the Kutcher 
C iv il R ights  Com m ittee w il l  hold 
a public m eeting in  San Franciscc 
under the chairm anship o f W arre r 
K . B illin gs , famous class - w ai 
prisoner in the M ooney-B illings 
fram eup. A ll local unions which 
have endorsed K u tch e r’s case a rt 
being inv ited  to send a speaker 
to th is  San Francisco m eeting 
Radio stations are also be ing re ­
quested to g ive the legless veteran 
tim e e ither in  an in te rv iew  or 
fo rum  to present his case.

E L E V E N T H  CIO  C O U N C IL  
ENDORSES C A M P A IG N  

The T rum bu ll County CIO 
Council w ith  headquarters in 
W arren, Ohio, la s t week endorsed 
the w o rk  o f the K u tcher C iv il 
R ights Commitee and contribu ted 
S25 to its  defense fund fo r  the 
legless veteran. T h is  is the 
eleventh CIO C ity  Council to 
support K u tcher.

By C. Grant


