
Special Report 
From China on 
The Civil War

(The following is a report by the Political Committee of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party, Chinese section of the Fourth In ­
ternational.)

SOMEWI-IERE IN SOUTHERN CHINA, April 5 — The 
present situation in China is dominated by three outstanding 
facts:

1. The spectacular v ic to ries  o f 
the S ta lin is t - contro lled peasant 
arm ies.

2. The bottom less bankruptcy, 
co rrup tion  and d is in te g ra tio n  o f 
the K uom in tang  regim e.

3. The p o litica l ind iffe rence, 
dem ora liza tion , pa ra lys is  and 
d isorgan iza tion  o f the c ity  w o rk ­
in g  class.

It  is universally recognized 
among the Chinese people (hat 
the surprising victories of the 
Stalinist peasant armies are a 
tribute not so much to its own 
strength as to the abysmal cor­
ruption of Chiang’s arch-reac­
tionary rule. The great military 
debacle coincided with economic 
bankruptcy which in turn caused 
an irreparable disorganization of 
the regime itself. Events moved 
w ith such suddenness and rapidity 
as to catch all sides by surprise, 
both Chiang Kai-shek and Mao 
Tse-tung, as well as the soberest 
revolutionists who were ever 
mindful of the threatening catas­
trophe which was enveloping (he 
old regime.

The fa ta l tu rn in g  po in t came 
w ith  the rou t o f the K uom in tang  
campaign in the Suchow cam paign 
where a ll the m il i ta ry  advantages 
were on C h iang ’s side. B ut his 
a rm y was corroded th rou gh  and 
th rough , the top  command pe r­
vaded w ith  co rru p tio n  and the 
ranks underm ined by the deepest 
dem ora liza tion . The fina l b low  
came as Madame C liiang  was 
turned aw ay em pty handed a fte r  
a f r ig id  reception a t the W h ite  
House. W ith o u t Am erican gold, 
the s tr in g s  o f Ch iang’s reg im e 
began to unrave l, and h is under­
cover opponents, the w arlo rds, 
local m ilita r is ts  and po litica l 
cliques, began to  tu rn  against 
him .

C HIAN G ’S W ITH DR AW A L
Confronted by in te rna l collapse 

and by r is in g  rebellion in  the 
southwestern provinces, Chiang 
fo r  a b r ie f m om ent assumed the 
ro le  o f dove o f peace. B u t the five 
conditions he offe red as a basis 
lo r  negotiations were a tra n sp a r­
ent e f fo r t  to ga in  a b rea th ing  
spell and were deservedly rejected 
by Ycnan. U nder the p re te x t o f 
a leave o f absence, Chiang q u it 
the cap ita l, bu t from  behind the 
scenes he is s t i l l  t ry in g  to  hold 
the s tring s  o f Chinese po litics  in 
his hands, hop ing th a t tom orrow

he w ill be able to  make a come­
back a la De Gaulle.

At this most critical juncture, 
when the Kuomintang reshuffled 
its cabinet in the hope of getting 
a breathing spell, Mao Tse-tung 
proclaimed his eight-point pro­
gram, the basis for another rotten 
compromise. To be sure, the 
‘ lib e ra tin g  a rm y ’ is consolidating 
its  positions and th rea ten ing  to 
cross the Yangtze. B u t i t  is clear 
fro m  a ll the broadcasts and p ro ­
clam ations fro m  Yenan and from  
the S ta lin is t actions in  the oc­
cupied cities th a t Mao Tse-tung 

(Continued on page 2)

Tito Says Czech 
Government Abets 
Despots in Greece

The Belgrade newspaper Poli- 
t ik a  carried  on A p r i l 21 a detailed 
account o f how the S ta lin is t- 
dom inated C z e c h  governm ent 
since A ug ust 1947 has been sup­
p ly in g  la rgo quan tities  o f s tra ­
tegic m ate ria ls  to the Greek 
m onarch ists and thus a id in g  and 
ab e tting  them in the Greek c iv il 
war.

U nder the o rig in a l 1947 trade 
agreement, the Czechs supplied 
the A thens governm ent w ith  m a­
chinery, tex tile s , chemical and 
tim ber. W hen th is  pact was ex- 
tended' to '"A ugust 1949, the Czech 
S ta lin is ts  agreed to  add to  the 
lis t  a lum inum , autom obiles and 
trucks. In  addition, P o litika  
charges, they d iverted to  the 
Athens governm ent 2,000 tons o f 
maize and 2,000 cubic m eters o f 
wood which they had obtained 
fro m  B u lga ria  on the plea th a t 
these goods were needed to pay 
fo r  Ita lia n  dynamos.

The Com inform  press and the 
Czechs in p a rtic u la r had p re v i­
ously denounced T ito ’s reg im e 
fo r  engaging in  trade negotia tions 
w ith  the A thens governm ent. 
Belgrade has f la t ly  denied th is  
and capped its  denial by the 
fo rego ing  exposure, w h ich has 
ye t to be disproved.

I t  is no th ing new fo r  the 
K re m lin  to accuse its  opponents 
o f the crim es i t  com m its itse lf. 
S ta lin  did no t hesitate to ship 
o il to  M ussolin i when the Ita lia n  
fascists were engaged in  the rape 
o f E th iop ia .

VIDEO STATION CUTS OFF 
WEISS CIVIL RIGHTS DEBATE

By J. B lake
LOS ANGELES, April 23 — 

The television broadcast “View­
point Unlimited’ was abruptly 
cut off after sixteen lively 
minutes last Sunday. The debate 
in which Myra T. Weiss, Chairman 
of the Los Angeles Local of the 
Socialist Workers Party, par­
ticipated apparently was not

Next Week:
Another exclusive dispatch 

from China, presenting the 
program and perspectives of 
the Chinese Trotskyists.

Colvin It. I>e Silva, member 
of the Ceylon Parliament and 
leader of the Ceylon Trotsky­
ists, tells why he was barred 
from being a delegate at the 
Stalinist-dominated “W  o r I d 
Peace Congress” in Paris.

#  *  *

A rt Preis continues his ana,; 
lysis of Bernard Baruch’s ex­
tremely revealing article on 
Washington’s plans for per­
manent regimentation of the 
American people.

*  *  *

And coming soon will be the 
first of a series of articles by 
Grace Carlson on the health 
plans being offered by various 
groups.

*  *  *

Send to T H E  M IL IT A N T  
for extra copies. Only 3c each 
in bundles of 5 or more.

proceeding to  the lik in g  o f the 
management o f K F I-T V .

“ The m anagement has decided 
the sub ject is too delicate fo r  
discussion on the a ir ,”  was the 
o ffic ia l reason given a ll those who 
telephoned to ask why the broad­
cast had been stopped.

The top ic o f the debate, “ Should 
the ‘ ism ’ parties be outlaw ed,”  
was soon m odified by au thor 
O live r Carlson and h is red -ba iting  
colleague, who stated th a t the 
Com m unist P a rty  should be ou t­
lawed, no others, since i t  alone 
is responsible to a fo re ign  gov­
ern ment.

Comrade Weiss, a rg u ing  the 
negative, emphasized tw o  po in ts: 
th a t the cu rre n t d rive  o f the 
governm ent is no t aga inst the 
‘ism ’ parties alone, but against 
i he c iv il r ig h ts  o f a ll who oppose 
the ad m in is tra tio n ; and (hat the 
Com m unist P a rty  consists not 
on ly o f m isleaders o f the w o rk ­
in g  class who fo llow  S ta lin ’s 
false policies, but also o f thou­
sands o f workers who sincerely 
and m ain ly  seek some way out 
o f the “ mess o f cap ita lism .”

H er “ colleague,”  a young law 
student a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
C a lifo rn ia , th rew  the debate in to  
an up roa r when he became 
ho rrified  a t the th o u g h t th a t he 
m ig h t d ire c tly  o r in d ire c tly  ap­
pear to be on the side o f “ anyone 
defending com m unism .”  He was 
much less concerned about the 
p o ss ib ility  o f los ing  the debate 
to  those who would re s tr ic t  c iv il 
libe rties .

Attacks on Democratic Rights 
Arouse Increasing Opposition

M ake Y ourse lf a t Home

' Model' Repressive Law 
Adopted by Maryland

The most repressive law against 
“subversives” yet enacted by any 
state government was signed on 
April 22 by Governor Lane and 
went- into effect the same day. 
Maryland was once known as the 
Free State.

T his new law , en titled  “ Sedi­
tion  and Subversive A c tiv it ie s ,”  
is  o f especial significance not 
m ere ly because o f its  seve rity  ahd 
sem i-fascist content, bu t because 
i t  is being hailed by an ti- la b o r 
and reac tiona ry  elements as a 
‘model”  fo r  the o ther states and 

the federa l governm ent.

C O M B IN E S  T H E  W ORST
The Ober A c t, named a fte r  

F ra n k  B. Ober, a B a ltim ore  
law yer who headed the governor’s 
commission th a t d ra fte d  the b ill,  
was draw n up w ith  the aid o f 
the House Com m ittee on U n- 
Am erican A ct iv it ic s  and the F B I.

Its principal provisions are 
patterned on the Smith “Gag” 
Act of 1940, which Roosevelt 
signed and first used in 1941 
against the Socialist Workers 
Prrty and the CIO (ruckdrivers 
in Minneapolis; Truman’s “loyal­
ty” purge order; and the Mundt- 
Nixon Bill which was reintro­
duced into Congress several weeks 
ago. I t  is also a compendium of 
similar laws enacted previously 
by 45 other states.

U n like  m any o ther state “ sedi-

t io n ”  laws w hich conceal th e ir  
genera lly  repressive in te n t under 
guise o f a tta ck in g  the Com m un­
is t (S ta lin is t)  P a rty  by name, 
the M ary land law  does no t name 
the Com m unist P a rty . I t  defines 
a series o f a c tiv itie s  which i t  
te rm s “ seditious”  and “ sub­
vers ive”  and provides savage 
penalties fo r  anyone convicted o f 
engaging in such ■ ac tiv ities .

A ny  o rgan iza tion  is  defined as 
“ subversive”  which advocates the 
“ a lte ra tio n ”  o f the ex is ting  fo rm  
o f governm ent by “ revo lu tion ,”  
force o r violence. The law  also 
defines a “ fo re ig n  subversive o r­
gan iza tion .”  T h is  is "one which is 
contro lled e ithe r d ire c tly  o r “ in ­
d ire c tly ”  by a fo re ign  govern­
ment and which advocates the 
“ a lte ra tio n ”  o f the e x is ting  gov­
ernm ent by any means whatever.

H A R S H E S T  P E N A L T IE S
Anyone convicted o f advocating 

or “ teaching”  such views or 
know ing ly  .“ sup po rting ”  in any 
way e ithe r a domestic o r fo r ­
eign “ subversive”  organ ization is 
liab le  to  a §20,000 fine and 20 
years in  prison. These are the 
harshest penalties o f any law 
o f its  type— there arc now more 
than 150 on state and federal 
s ta tu te  books— except the federal 
espionage and treason law , whose 
penalties range from  a $10,000 
fine to death.

The law  requires lo y a lty  oaths 
o f a ll candidates fo r  elective o f­
fice, and a ll pub lic  employees, 
inc lud ing  teachers, are subject 
to m andato ry “ lo y a lty ”  inves tiga ­
tions. Teachers and o ther public 
employees m ay be fired, w ith o u t 
th e ir  g u ilt  being proved, m erely 
i f  there arc “ reasonable grounds”  
to “ believe”  they are “ sub­
versive.”  * 1

Gl Jobless Benefits 
To End on July 25

Most of the 15,000,000 vet­
erans will lose their eligibility 
f o r  unemployment benefits 
under the GI Bill of Rights 
after July 25. After that date 
—unless Congress changes the 
law—only veterans discharged 
since July 25, 1947, will be 
eligible for GI jobless aid.

This prospect faces most of 
the veterans as unemployment 
is rising at the fastest pace in 
11 years. Not less than 5 mil­
lion workers are totally unem­
ployed, while another 12 mil­
lion have been reduced to part- 
time employment.

, The GI Bill of Rights grants 
unemployed veterans up to 
$20 weekly for 52 weeks. Up 
to now only 1,038,000 have 
completely exhausted t h e i r  
benefits.

Largest Branches 
In NMU Condemn 
Purge Amendm’ts

Membership meetings o f the 
CIO N a tiona l M a ritim e  Union in 
the la rgest ports on the east coast 
have gone on record against the 
proposal o f the un ion's N a tiona l 
Council to scuttle  the non­
d isc rim ina tion  clause in the N M U  
donstitu tion.

In  the p o rt o f New  York,- the 
la rgest sh ipp ing  center in the 
country, the N M U  membership 
adopted a reso lu tion condemning 
the N a tiona l Council proposals 
by a vote o f 1,535 to 97. T h is  was 
fo llowed by s im ila r action in 
Philadelph ia  w h ich voted 325 to 
3; Boston, 3-51 to 0; and B a lt i­
more, 197 to 64.

The proposals o f the N ationa l 
Council in the fo rm  o f amend­
ments to the N M U  constitu tion  
are to be subm itted to a 30-day 
referendum  vote o f the en tire  
membership beg inn ing on May 
2. These amendments would re ­
qu ire  th a t a ll members “ a ff irm , 
in w r it in g , t h a t . they are not 
members o f the Com m unist P a rty  
o r o f any o ther subversive to ta l i­
ta ria n  o rgan iza tion .”

S W E E P IN G  A N D  D E C E P T IV E
In  addition to the yellow -dog 

a ffid a v it the amendments would 
subject. to expulsion “ any per­
sons who subscribe to, support, 
sponsor or otherw ise fo llow  a 
course o f action consistent w ith  
and dem onstra ting  membershin 
in or adherence to the po licy and 
program  o f the Com m unist P fcrty 
or any o ther subversive or to ta l i­
ta ria n  doctrine .”

I t  was disclosed a t the m em ­
bership m eetings th a t the  N a ­
tional Council reso lu tion and 
amendments had been draw n up 
by the un ion ’s a tto rney  and were 
so fu l l  o f law yers ’ doub le-ta lk, 
provis ions so sweeping and a ll-  
inclusive, language so deceptive 
and ambiguous, th a t any c r it ic  
o r opponent could be sum m arily  
expelled as a “ subversive.”

OPPOSING A M E N D M E N T S
The revu ls ion aga inst th is  

a ttem p t to establish a to ta lita r ia n  
police reg im e under the p re te x t 
o f com batting  “ to ta lita r ia n  sub­
versives,”  was im m edia te  and 
e ffective . T w e n ty -fo u r o ffic ia ls  in 
(he po rt o f New Y o rk  who were 
elected on the Rank & F ile  
Caucus slate w h ich ousted the 
S ta lin is ts  In the la s t election, 
signed and circu la ted a statem ent 
opposing the ye llow  dog amend­
ments.

Under the union gpns titu lion  
the N a tion a l Council proposals 
must go to a referendum  vote, 
but the opposition expressed in 
the la rgest and most decisive 
ports ' indicates that, the N M U  
membership is prepared to resist 
the red -ba iting  hyste ria .

Chicago educators Challenge 
Witch-Hunt; 105 Aid Kutcher

One hundred and five  University o f Chicago fa* 
culty members jo ined in  a public statement this week 
protesting the denial o f genuine freedom o f associa* 
tibn and thought to the
legless veteran James K utcher. 
A lm ost every departm ent o f th is  
leading M idwest u n ive rs ity  was 
represented ampng the signers 
to an appeal on K u tch e r’s beha lf 
sponsored by D r. H aro ld  C. U rey, 
Nobel Prize w inner and d irec to r 
o f the W ar Research A tom ic  
Bomb Project, w ith  fo u r other 
fam ous scientists and scholars 
on the Chicago campus.

The 105 educators declared tha t 
"a d m in is tra tiv e  agencies, using 
procedures wh ich lend themselves 
to  a rb itra ry  action, should be 
sub ject to con tro l both by public 
c r it ic is m  and by judic al rev iew .”  
They demand th a t K u tch e r be 
granted the fu l l  and fa i r  public 
hearing  he asked, and record th e ir  
agreem ent w ith  the K u tche r C iv il 
R igh ts  Com m ittee.

T h is  fo r th r ig h t  a ff irm a tio n  o f 
the dem ocratic r ig h ts  involved 
in  K u tch c r’s case by so la rge  and 
d is tinguished a group o f p ro ­
fessors is especially no tew orthy 
in  v iew  o f a ttem pts  being made 
by I ll in o is  w itch -hun te rs  to s t if le  
free  speech and ban progressive 
ideas fro m  the un ive rs ities  in 
th a t state. This past week the 
State L e g is la to r 's  Seditious A c ­
t iv it ie s  Inve s tiga tio n  Commission 
held hearings in  S pring fie ld  on 
alleged subversive ac tiv itie s  a t 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago and at 
Roosevelt College.

One o f the Commission w it ­
nesses, H ow ard Rushmore, ex- 
D a ily  W orke r re p o rte r and now 
red -hun ting  specia list fo r  the 
H earst press, demanded th a t 
P rofessor U rey  be barred from  

.fu r th e r  w o rk  on atom ic pro jects 
because o f connections w ith  o r­
ganizations a rb it ra r ily  designated 
by the U. S. A tto rn e y  General 
as subversive. He also attacked 
[wo o ther w e ll-know n in it ia to rs  
o f the K u tcher statem ent, P ro f. 
M alcolm  P. Sharp and P ro f. 
Anton J. Carlson. T h e ir statem ent 
on the K u tche r case answers the 
w itch  - hunters  by p o in tin g  out 
th a t the doctrines o f “ g u ilt  by 
association”  and “ subversion,”  
a rb it ra r ily  defined by ad m in is tra ­
tive  o ffic ia ls , “ create a> fr ig h te n ­
in g  atm osphere th a t cuts the 
nerve o f independent th in k in g .”

T e s tify in g  before the Com­
mission on A p r i l 21, .Chancellor 
Robert j\ l.  H utch ins o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago staunchly 
defended academic f r e e d o m  
against the w itch -hun te rs . He 
said the u n ive rs ity  did not be­
lieve in “ the doctrine  o f g u ilt  by 
association”  and declared th a t 
“ the po licy of repression o f ideas 
cannot w ork  and never has 
w orked.”

The, fo llo w in g  day D r. E. J.

Baruch’s Plan for Permanent Regimentation
By A r t  Preis

Just before the s ign ing  o f the 
N o rth  A tla n tic  Pact last month, 
W inston C hurch ill v is ited these 
shores. H is host was Bernard M. 
Baruch, whom the cap ita lis t press 
calls “ A m erica ’s E lder S tates­
man.”  T h e ir m eeting at tha t 
precise moment in h is to ry— the 
conclusion o f the greatest m il i­
ta ry  a lliance o f a ll tim e— was 
no mere coincidence.

A lthough ne ithe r holds any 
fo rm a l governm enta l a u th o rity , 
they are ac tu a lly  the lead ing 
po licy-m akers and p o l i t i c a l  
spokesmen fo r the ru lin g  ca p ita l­
is ts o f th e ir  respective countries. 
They are, each in  his own way, 
the rea l w a r leaders o f Great 
B r ita in  and the U n ited  States.

The ro le  o f C hurch ill has been 
too w ide ly  publicized to need 
comment here. As fo r  Baruch, 
the W a ll S tree t speculator, he has 
served as ch ie f adviser to  the

presidents in two w orld  wars. 
No man has fre e r access to  the 
W hite  House, fo r  he is the m aster 
s tra te g is t o f Am erican im p e ria l­
ism.

We m ay never know the exact 
words exchanged between C hur­
ch ill, who fo rm a lly  is m ere ly a 
leader o f the T o ry  opposition in 
P arliam ent, and Baruch, whom 
the press represents as a mel­
lowed p o lit ic a l philosopher ho ld­
ing  office on p a rk  benches. B u t 
we do know the general conclu­
sions and decisions a t wh ich they 
a rrived— decisions w h ich are now 
the g u id ing  line  o f Am erican and 
B r 'its h  im peria lism .

D E C IS IO N  M A D E
These conclusions are embodied 

in a p rogram m atic  a rtic le  by 
Bernard M. Baruch —  “ W hat o f 
O ur F u tu re ? ”  —  in  the A p r i l 23 
Saturday Even ing Post. In  his 
a rtic le , under the guise o f posing 
the problem  o f the fu tu re  o f our

society, Baruch indicates the 
course American capitalism pro­
poses to travel.

"Decision, decision, decision •—
1 cannot stress its  necessity too, 
s trong ly . A l l  business is now on 
a fe a r-to -fe a r basis,”  exclaim s 
Baruch. T h a t decision is a de fin i­
tive  answer to the a ll-dom inan t 
question: W ar o r peace? and tha t 
decision has been made, Baruch ’s 
a rtic le  makes clear as c rys ta l. I t  
is  war.

The purpose o f the Baruch 
statem ent is not to argue in 
fa vo r o f th is  decision, nor even 
to make e x p lic it th a t th is  decision 
has a lready been made, fo r  w ar 
prepara tions m ust ever be masked 
in “ peace”  phraseology. I t  is his 
purpose to  lay ou t the line  of 
propaganda to prepare the A m e ri­
can people to  accept the inevitab le  
consequences o f a decision a l­
ready a rrived  a t in  the secret 
councils o f A m erican and B r it is h  
im peria lism .

B E R N A R D  M. B A R U C H

F irs t  o f a ll,' Baruch defines 
“ the cause o f the ji t te rs  spread­
ing  th rough  the cou n try ”  as 
“ the absence o f peace.”  I t  is  no t 
“ genera lly  appreciated”  by the 
Am erican people “ w ha t revo lu ­
tio n a ry  changes in  our hab itua l 
w ays are being forced by our

being ne ithe r a t w a r nor a t 
peace.”

We are, in fac t, in  “ a con­
tinuous state of- nea r-w a r”  and 
“ the cold w a r has th ru s t us in to  
an around-the-clock tw il ig h t,  w ith  
no te ll in g  where peace begins, 
where w a r ends.”  The U n ited  
States is “ t r y in g  to  spend its  
w ay o u t”  o f th is  “ tw il ig h t ”  state 
w ith  a huge m il ita ry  budget and 
enormous fo re ign  expenditures. 
“ Y e t, a lthough taxes exact one 
out o f every fo u r  do lla rs A m e ri­
cans earn, and grave domestic- 
needs in health , education and 
housing are neglected, nowhere 
have we achieved a decision in 
the peace-m aking,”  says Baruch. 
“ How much can we do— ahd fo r  
how long —  w ith o u t w reck ing  
ourselves and ta k in g  the w orld  
w ith  us? ”

There is no peace, Baruch in ­
fo rm s us, in  an echo o f The M il i ­
ta n t ’s f irs t  headline a fte r  V -J 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

S parling , P resident o f Roosevelt 
College, Chicago, upheld the  r ig h t  
o f A lb e rt E inste in  and Thomalg 
Mann, members o f h is college 
advisory board, “ to jo in , as th e it  
conscience dicta tes, o rgan iza­
tions the purpose o f w h ich  tTjeir 
understand ing leads th,em to  
accept,”  despite th e ir  b la ck lis tin g  
by the A tto rn e y  General. W hen 
one o f the h ired  inqu is ito rs , J. B i 
M atthew s, asked: “ Does freedom  
o f speech mean you m ust prov ide 
a man ( lik e  G erha rt E is le r, the  
S ta lin is t)  w ith  a p la tfo rm  o r a 
rad io m icrophone?”

“ N o t necessarily,”  rep lied D r, 
S pa rling , “ bu t freedom o f s tu ­
dents to hear a ll sidefe does.” -

Heartening Signs 
In the Fight for 
Civil Liberties

——  A n E d ito r ia l w— ■

Heartening signs of growing 
resistance to the jvitch-huhf 
are beginning to appear. This 
past week has seen two signi­
ficant challenges raised against 
those who would stifle free 
speech and free thought in 
America.

A t one of the great, institu­
tions of higher learning, thè. 
University of Chicago, 105. 
leading professors and educa­
tors have dared to stand up and 
be counted among the true, 
defenders -of civil liberties;. 
They have attached their names 
publicly, in the midst of a 
“ subversive”  probe o f their 
own institution, to a statement 
in defense of James Kutcher, 
the legless veteran fired from 
his government job for mem­
bership in the Socialist Work­
ers Party. A t the same time,' 
the heads of thè University of 
Chicago and Roosevelt College 
have courageously u p h e l d 
academic freedom' against fhF 
Illinois witch-hunters.

And in the trade unions,"a 
new fresh wind lias begun to 
blow. By an overwhelming 
majority, the rank and filé 
members of the National M ari­
time Union in New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia and BáE 
timore, have condemned the 
proposal of their National 
Council to introduce the witefir 
hunt and ‘“ loyalty”  purge inÉ5 
the N M U  by constitutional 
amendment. This action by th'é 
members of the N M U  as 
especially • significant because 
they are so strongly anti-St-al- 
inist. They have shown they 
know the difference between 
fighting Stalinism as an anti* 
babor tendency and giving sup­
port to policies aimed at des­
troying the principles of tráde 
union democracy.

These two events are a wel­
come beginning— but they must 
not remain only a beginning; 
The forces of reaction are driv­
ing unitedly on every front, in 
every sphere of American life; 
to reduce all thought and ex­
pression to the level of the 
police-state mind." The defence 
of democratic rights must like- 
wise be waged relentlessly on 
every front by the united efforts 
of all to whom civ il liberties 
means more than a catch-word.
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is< t r y in g  to  come to  power 
th rou gh  a Short-cut o f maneuvers 
w ith  the cap ita lis ts  and not 
th rough  a '  solid revo lu tiona ry  
a lliance between the peasants and- 
c ity  workers.

U N D E R  T H E  S T A L IN IS T S
W ha t is happening in “ l ib ­

era ted”  China ? A series o f the 
m ost abominable crim es are being 
com m itted in  the name o f the 
révo lu tion . As fa r  back as last 
May, land re fo rm  was fo rm a lly  
taken o f f  tho-agenda. Uncjer the 
new S ta lin is t po licy, s trugg le  fo r  
d iv is ion  o f thé land in new ly 
libe ra ted  areas is proh ib ited , con­
fiscated land is to be restored to  
the  land lord  and “ excesses”  are 
to  be severely punished. In  
fo rm e r ly  libera ted sections the 
peasants are to  decide fo r  them ­
selves W hether to re ta in  the seized 
land o r to  re tu rn  i t  to  the former- 
landlords.

[This information is' confirmed 
by excerpts from the most recent 
proclamation of iWao and General 
Chti Teh (N , Y. Times. April 27), 
Feudal land ownership, they say, 
must be eliminated “only after 
preparations stage - by - stage.” 
Filtthérfnote« “reduction of rent 
and interest should he carried out 
first and land distribution later.” 
.Meanwhile peasants should “at­
tempt to maintain the present 
agricultural level.” ]

A  decision was also adopted 
p ro te c ting  native as w e ll as fo r ­
e ign in du s try  and trade  and was 
accompanied by a series o f deci­
sions le ga liz in g  a longer w o rk ing  
dâÿ (fro m  ten to  tw e lve  hours) 
ahd c u ttin g  wages to a level even 
lo w e r than under the K uom intang.

M IL ITA N TS  MURDERED
W hen the “ lib e ra tin g  a rm y ”  

occupied the cities, a ll the old 
organs o f the K uom in tang  regim e 
Were preserved in tact. B u t Stal-' 
in is t  “ po litica l w o rke rs ”  spare no 
pains to  hunt down and ru th less ly  
suppress any spontaneous p ro le ­
ta r ia n  action. F rom  a w orker, 
ju s t  ëscaped fro m  Tsinan (cap ita l 
c f  the  Shantung prov ince), we 
learn  o f th is  ho rrib le  inc ident:

As the “liberating army” ap­
proached« the workers in his 
factory instinctively uitdesfood 
fhat it Was time to liberate them- 
sçlveèi They drdve out- the boss

and set up a factory committee 
to control production. They were 
immediately visited by a Stalin­
ist political worker who demanded 
to know who was responsible for 
this action. The worker!} replied 
thHt they had decided in common 
to liberate themselves. He then 
insisted that the committee men 
fellow him to headquarters. There 
they were chained together and 
led to a courtyard where they 
were massacred wholesale by a 
firing ‘ squad. The factory Was 
then returned to the frightened 
owner.

In  another fa c to ry  where a 
s tr ik e  broke ou t fo r  the sim ple 
economic demand o f equal tre a t­
ment, the s tr ik e  was b ru ta lly  
crushed by the S ta lin is ts  ahd 
three s tr ik e rs  stood up before a 
f ir in g  squad.

In  T ien ts in , second la rge s t in ­
d u s tria l center in Chiba, a g ré â t 
s tr ik e  occurred im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  
the'- S ta lin is t m il ita ry  govern­
m ent was established. The s t r ik ­
ers demanded an e ig jit-K o u f day 
and a reasonable increase in 
wages. To th e ir  astonishm ent 
they were answered by i t  kâvftgl? 
proc lam ation in which the  S ta l­
in is t m il ita ry  au tho ritie s  decreed 
a longer w o rk in g  day —  teh 
instead o f e ig h t —  a 25% wage 
cu t and the establishm ent o f an 
a rb itra tio n  board which e lim in a t­
ed a t one stroke the lim ite d  r ig h ts  
which oven the K uom in tang  had 
no t dared suppress.

There was not a solitary men­
tion Of the workers’ demands in 
Mao’s eight-point peace progrant. 
Not the eight-hour day for which 
the Chinese workers have fought 
from the beginning: nor the
“sliding scale of wages” which 
was partially won by the Shang- 
hai*Vorkers; nor the freedom to 
strike, assemble, etc., although 
rumors are current in Kuomiil- 
tang areas that these rights are 
being trampled upon by the Stal­
inists.

“ P R O D U C TIO N  C O N TR O L”
E nte rprises fo rm e rly  con tro l­

led by the K uo tn ifita iïg , called 
“ bu reaucra tic  cap ita l,”  w  c if e 
s im p ly  trans fe rre d  to Sta’lim s t 
m il ita ry  au tho rities . They have 
prom ised th a t p r iva te  stocks in 
the nationalized enterprises w ill

KUTCHER RECEIVES SUPPORT 
FROM MANY DIVERSE GROUPS

G reetings o f so lid a rity  and ex­
pressions o f support in  his figh t 
aga inst p o lit ic a l d iscrim ina tion  
came to  James K u tch e r la s t week 
fro m  w ide ly  separated po ints o f 
the compass and diverse po litica l 
groups.
' In  a le tte r  from  abroad Danish 
and . Swedish T ro tsky is ts  sent 
revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t greetings 
to  the legless veteran. “ Danish 
and Swedish comrades assembled 
fo r  a m utua l m eeting in M alm o, 
Sweden send you our best g ree t­
ings,”  th e ir  message read, “ and 
congra tu la te  you on y o u r va lia n t 
f ig h t aga inst the oppressors.”

In  a te legram  to  the K u tche r 
C iv il R igh ts  Com m ittee the f if th  
na tiona l convention o f the W o rk ­
ers P a rty  expressed “ its  so lid a rity  
in  the fig h t o f James K utcher 
fo r  fu l l  re ins ta tem ent to his job 
and jo ins  you in condemning the 
onslaught o f the governm ent 
aga ins t c iv il lib e rtie s .”

W A L L A C E  GROUP
The Progressive P a rty  o f W est­

ern Pennsylvania, th rough  re-

gional d irec to r Charles F ischer, 
w ro te  to the P ittsbu rgh  section 
o f the K u tch e r C iv il R igh ts  Com­
m ittee  endorsing the cam paign 
on K u tche r’s behalf.

“ The- Progressive P a rty  has a l­
ways opposed the use o f any 
a rb it ra r ily  composed lis t  o f o r­
ganizations as a measure o f a 
m an’s lo y a lty  to h is cou n try ,”  
the le tte r  stated. “ We know  th a t 
a lready hundreds and soon thou­
sands o f our cou n try ’s m ost loya l 
c itizens have suffered d ire c tly  
and w ill Suffe r fu r th e r  fro m  th is  
in fam ous be traya l o f the  p r in ­
cip le o f freedom  o f tho ugh t on 
which our na tion was b u ilt .  The 
ease o f K u tche r seems s tr ik in g ly  
un fq rtuna te  in v iew  o f his service 
to the country and his re su ltin g  
physica l d is a b ility .”

On the W est Coast, R a ilroad 
W orkers In d u s tr ia l U n ion No. 520 
o f the  IW W  has condemned K u t-  
cher’s discharge and recommend­
ed to  the IW W  General Defense 
Com m ittee th a t i t  take appro­
p ria te  action to aid the ve te ran ’s 
figh t.

Chinese Students Ask Peace

Moré thäii 6,000 Studeiiis lit Nanking’s schools demonstrated 
for peace just «before the renewal of warfare in China. A few days 
later Nanking had been taken by the Stalinist forces.

be retilf-ned! to the p fo p fie to fs . A 
coun te rfe it system Of p to fluc tlbn  
Control bfcfc bcefi Set up Under' a 
¡joint com m ittee representing  labor 
erici capital« rem in iscent o f MiUs- 
fcblirw‘s em'pm'itte con tro l. There 
is no t the s ligh te s t change o f 
p ro pe rty  re la tions  in the induS- 
t r i la  centers. . .

Here then is the S ta lin is t type 
o f “ revo lu tion ”  —  a “ revo lu tion ”  
led by the very people who fe a r 
I t  like  death its e lf. The Chinese 
peasant movement is be ing be­
trayed  and the peasant a rm y is 
being transfo rm ed in to  a reac­
tio n a ry  bourgeois in s tru m en t fo r  
'he  suppression o f the p ro le ta r ia t! 
Herein is the core o f the new 
development in the tragedy of 
t ile  Chinese revo lu tion .

A lthough the “ lib e ra tin g  a rm y ”  
is knocking a t the doors o f 
Shanghai, China’s g reatest in ­
du s tria l center, the p ro le ta r ia t 
rem ains in d iffe re n t, coo! and fu l l  
o f doubt. The sporadic, spontane­
ous economic s trikes were caused 
more by the unbearable in fla tio n  
than by the v ic tories  o f the S ta l­
in is t arm ies. O f a ll the tu rb u le n t 
strugg les, no t one occurred as a 
positive, en thusiastic po litica l 
reaction to  the S t a l i n i s t  
V ictories. Indeed, i t  o ffe rs  a 
w oeful con trast w ith  the revo lu ­
tion o f i  025' - 1927 when the 
Shanghai w orkers greeted the 
northern  exped itionary  a rm y  w ith  
an insurrection . The epidem ic o f 
d is illus ionm ent has spread to 
Peiping, pene tra ting  the consci­
ousness o f the in te llec tua ls  whose 
vague rad ica l sentim ents are 
branded as “ in fa n tile  le ft is m .”

M A O  A N D  S T A L IN  , 
«Chinese S ta lin ism  is now at the 

zenith o f Sts s treng th  a fte r  20
je a rs  o f vicissitudes. But the
closer i t  comes to  power, the more 
i t  concentrates w ith in  its  own 
ranks a ll the Complex and uh-
postpohable problems o f the whole 
nation. Today Mao Tse-tung is 
cap ita liz in g  as much as possible 
upon the c o n flic t between the
U nited States and the Soviet 
Union and upon the g re a t resent­
m ent o f 1 the Chinese people to ­
wards Am erican im peria lism .

Tom orrow  th is  same Mao-Tse- 
tu rtg  w i l l  be ob liged to  deal w ith  
fo re ign  im peria lism  as h is sole 
savior to disentangle h im  from  
the m u ltitu d inou s  and alm ost in ­
soluble financia l and economic 
d ifficu ltie s  which his com ing to 
power w i l l  con fron t h im  w ith . l ie  
w i l l  be a ttrac ted  tow ard fhe  o rb it  
o f  western im peria lism  more ir -  
res is tab ly  than T ito .

S ta lin  is aw are th a t China iS 
too b ig  and too dangerous a 
bomb fo r  the K re m lin  to play 
w ith . Basing h im se lf mi the fresh 
and b it te r  experiences w ith  the 
Yugoslav rebel, he is now n u r tu r ­
ing a 100% pro-M oscow force in 
M anchuria. General L im  P io ’s 
arm y, the e lite  o f the S ta lin is t 
armed forces, was especially 
equipped and tra in ed  in M an­
churia  under the auspices o f the 
K rem lin . The m ost s ig n ifica n t 
step taken by Moscow w a s . the 
appo intm ent o f L i L i-san, a <fie- 
hard too l o f the K rem lin  and 
M ao’s old b it te r  enemy, to  head 
M anchuria. W h ile  L im  P io ’s forces 
were m arch ing  on P iep ing and 
Ts i^n ts in , a ru m o r c ircu la ted tha t 
the quarre l between L im  and Mao 
bad been aggravated. A lthough  
there was undoubtedly some ex­
aggera tion  in the rum o r, there 
was also some modicum o f .tru th . 
How else exp la in  w hy L iu  Shio- 
tse, o rgan izer fo r  the Centra l 
Com m ittee o f the Chinese Com­
m un ist P a rty , openly denied the 
existence o f any T ito is t  tendencies 
in h is p a rty , re a ffirm in g  lo y a lty  
to “ in te rna tiona l com m unism ” ?

It. is obvious th a t Mao Tse- 
tung  is being watched by S ta lin  
th rough the excellent equipped

arm y o f L im  Pio and through the 
a le rt eyes o f L i L i-san. The 
th rea ten ing  clash between Mao 
Tse-tung ’s nationalism  and S ta­
l in ’s pseudo - in te rna tiona lism  is 
on ly  a d is to rted  re fle c tion  o f the 
co n flic t between the in te rests of" 
the oppressed Chinese people and 
those o f the Soviet bureaucracy 
representated by the m a lignan t 
tlie o ry  o f Pan-Slavism .

IN E V IT A  B LE  CON' F I,IC T S
A no ther inev itab le  c o n f l i c t  

w ith in  the S ta lin is t camp w ill be 
produced by the en try  o f the 
best p ro le ta rian  elements in to  the 
S ta lin is t movement. The more 
b ru ta lly  Mao enforces his a n t i­
labor policy, the deeper w ill be­
come the g u lf  between the top 
bureaucracy and the . rank and 
file w ith in  his own, p a rty  in pa r­
ticu la r, and between the explo ited 
workers and his p a rty  in  general.

There is p len ty  o f evidence to 
show th a t revo lu tiona ry  tenden­
cies are sporad ica lly  bu t in ­
cessantly r is in g  in  the “ libe ra ted " 
ru ra l areas. A  la rge  num ber o f 
S ta iln is t w o rkers  have been ex- 
cutcd w ith  the aim  o f e lim in a tin g  

the specter o f “ T ro tsky ism .”  The 
scattered na tu re  o f ru ra l society 
1 as thus fa r  prevented th is  op­
position fwom find ing  organized 
po litica l expression. B u t i t  is 
qu ite  d iffe re n t in the in d u s tria l 
centers where the w e ll-o rganized 
w orkers w i l l  prov ide a solid 
fram ew ork  fo r  a revo lu tiona ry  
reg roup ing  w ith in  the S ta lin is t 
p a rty  and the w o rk in g  class as a 
whole. H re in  lies the perspective 
fo r  the g row th  and development 
o f Chinese T ro tsky ism , the Revo­
lu tion a ry  Com m unist P a rty .

Sperry UE Local 
Votes Aid for Vet

N E W  YORK —  A m embership 
m eeting o f S perry Local 450 of 
the U K -C IO  voted $200 to  the 
K u tcher C iv il R ights Com m ittee 
a fte r  hearing James K u lche r 
describe how he was vic tim ized 
by the governm ent because o f his 
po litica l beliefs.

The local president, Paul Jen­
nings, thanked the legless ve t­
eran fo r  com ing to  te ll h is story. 
Executive board members George 
B u tte r ic k  spoke on beha lf o f 
K u tch e r before m aking  a m otion 
o f support fo r  h is f ig h t.

The on ly  opposition expressed 
was by a lead ing S ta lin is t in  the 
local who did no t a ttack  K u tcher 
d ire c tly  bu t blasted the officers 
fo r  not p a rtic ip a tin g  in o ther 
c iv il lib e rtie s  cases the  S ta lin is ts  
are in terested in. When asked by 
Jennings w hether he was fo r  or 
against the loca l’s g iv in g  aid  to 
the K u tcher f ig h t,” he answered, 
' I ’m non-com m ita l.”

Seven hundred attended the 
m eeting, and the overwhelm ing 
m a jo r ity  voted in  fa v o r o f the 
m otion.

Militant Fund Still Lags 
11% With 2 Weeks To Go

By Relnt Aubrey
Cam paign M anager

W ith  on ly tw o  weeks m ore to  
go, the $7,500 M il ita n t  Fund cam ­
paign is 11% behind schedule as 
th is  re p o rt goes to press, A p r il 26. 
The na tiona l percentage was ra is ­
ed to 56 w ith  paym ents fro m  So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  branches 
and frien ds  to ta lin g  $LS18 fo r  the 
week. The schedule ca lls fo r  67% 
a t th is  date.

Los Angelds le f t  the zero co l­
umn and h i t  the top in one leap. 
“ Enclosed is the  check we prom ­
ised fo r  ou r quota in the M ilitan t. 
Fund —  $600,”  w rite s  M y ra  T an­
ner Weiss. “ Now  we can proceed 
to c lear up our re g u la r obligations* 
to the N a tiona l O ffice . A rid  Since 
the comrades here afe so anxious 
to help the N. O. w ith  dispatch, 
perhaps we can do th a t qu ick ly  
too«”

A llen tow n  likew ise  jum ped 
fro m  the zero column to  100%. 
“ We wish we were able to do 
more fo r  the Fund,”  says Regina 
S.

A kron  squeezed ou t o f the zero 
column w ith  $50 sent in by S. 
H arte . “ I t  gives us g re a t pleasure 
to enclose th is  sum tow ard  orir 
M il ita n t  Fund quota.”

M ilw aukee jum ped fro m  1% to  
63%. A . W illia m s  says fo r  the 
comrades o f th a t branch: “ We are 
happy to enclose $76.50 a»s our 
f i r s t  in s ta llm e n t fo r  the M il ita n t  
Fund. We hope to  raise the ba l­
ance and more a t our M ay Day 
Social.”

“ I t ’s nice to be up near the top«”  
comments E lo ise B. o f P ittsbu rgh . 
“ W e had assessed ourselves $5 
per head per employed comrade.

Baruch Plan for Permanent 
Regimentation in America

Economics, H istory
The M ay issue o f F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, m on th ly  theoretica l 

rnagazine o f A m erican T ro tsky ism , presents:

0  May Day 1949
A searching ed ito ria l on the sta tus o f the s trugg le  fo r  a 

w orld  free  o f w a r and poverty  —  a w o rld  Where na tiona l r iv a l­
ries, rac ia l and re lig ious  b ig o try  have been e lim inated and 
the “ Brotherhood o f M an”  has conquered in eq ua lity  and op­
pression.

0  L a tin  Am erica in  thè Pósttvttr tP o fld
L a tin  A m erica  is no t the ,te ch n ico lo r paradise displayed 

in  H o llyw ood movies. I t ’s a vast reg ion o f po ve rty  and b it te r  
exp lo ita tion . Louis T . Gordon cites facts and s ta tis tics  show­
in g  w h a t happened to the w a rtim e  bubble o f p rospe rity .

£  R evo lu tionary  Course o f Am erican Society
A  M a rx is t con tribu tion  to  the study o f Am erican h is to ry  

by W illia m  F. W arde. Th is is an im p o rta n t a rtic le . E x tra ­
o rd in a ry  fac ts  about the riàe o f A m erican cap ita lism : invasion 
fro m  abroad, v io le n t ove rth row  o f Ind ian  communal life , sol­
emn trea ties  cyn ica lly  v io la ted, genocide de libe ra te ly  practiced 
—  the fasc in a tin g , s tr ife - to rn  panoram a o f Am erican h is to ry  
seen th rough  the pow erfu l lens o f d ia lec tica l m ate ria lism . 
The sub-headings w i l l  g ive you an idea o f the contents: “ The 
s trugg le  fo r  the land.”  “ W h a t thè fu tu re  holds.”  “ The rea l 
methods o f bourgeois advancement.”  “ Social s ign ificance o f 
the assault upon the Ind ians.”  “ Three m ain stages o f A m e r­
ican h is to ry -”  “ W here c a p ita lis t th in k in g  ends.”  “ A m erica ’s 
v io le n t tra n s itio n s .”  “ Fear o f M a rx is t en ligh tenm en t.”

0  C rom w ell and the Levelers
Tercen tenary o f the E ng lish  R evo lu tion : 1649-1949. The 

f irs t  O f‘ tw o  a rtic les  by G. F . Eckste in  on the c a p ita lis t revo ­
lu tio n  o f 300 years ago. Presents litt le -k n o w n  fac ts  about the 
decisive ro le  o f the com m unist-m inded Levelers. How  the head

o f a reac tiona ry  B r it is h  k in g  Carrie to ro ll fro m  the chopping 
block.

#  Econom ic Trends in  Eastern Europe
E rnest Germ ain assembles a mass o f fig u re s  to  estim ate 

the economic trends in the sa te llite  countries. The f i r s t  in ­
s ta llm en t in  an a u th o rita tiv e  M a rx is t survey. W ha t is the 
sta tus t'of the c a p ita lis t class? Is production re v iv in g ?  Has 
in fla t io n  reached àri end? W ha t has been the e ffec t o f na tion ­
al isiatiem ? HoW have the varldds économie plans Worked out 7 
f l f i s  is  the m ost comprehensive - Study o f thé economies o f 
E aste rn  Europe we have seen in the Am erican press.

0  The Meaning o f  Hegel
The concluding in s ta llm e n t o f th is  im p o rta n t essay by 

the g re a t Russian M a rx is t, George Plekhanov, sum m arizes the 
essentia l d iffe rence  between H ege l’s ph ilosophy and the m a­
te r ia lis t  in te rp re ta tio n  o f h is to ry . A  luc id  presenta tion o f 
the d ia lectic method as used by Hegel and M arx.

(Continued from  page 1)
Day. And there w ill he no peace 
u n til a decision in  the s trugg le  
o f w orld  powers is secured once 
ilnd fo r  a ll, he continues. And 
what is most im p o rtan t is “ that 
the Am erican people be le ft w ith  
no illus ions [about the N o rth  
A tla n tic  P act]. We already are 
com m itted to resist aggression !>v 
every means, inc lud ing  w a r.”

“ The t r ia l m ay come”  —  th a t 
is, the outbreak o f w orld  w a r —  
“ th rough  f la g ra n t invasion o r in  
the fo rm  o f c iv il w a r”  o r : over 
any num ber o f im m ediate p re ­
texts. The to ta l w a r o f atomic- 
an n ih ila tio n  m ay break ou t a t 
any tim e  and its  outcome fo r  im ­
peria lism  “ w i l l  hinge on how 
p ro m p tly  we m ob ilize”  fo r  tha t 
con flic t. There fore, A m erica  m ust 
“ be prepared to m obilize before 
w ar has begun.”

F rom  here on in, Baruch states, 
A m erica m ust be placed on a 
v a r- fo o tin g . M -D ay— M ob iliza tion  
Day— m ust be eve fy day in th is  
new and in de fin ite ly  prolonged 
ora o f “ near w a r.”  I t  is the con­
sequences th is  m ust have fo r  the 
tra d itio n a l “ Am erican w ay o f 
l i fe "  th a t is  the po in t o f special 
emphasis by Baruch.

He leaves no doubt as to what 
the decision “ to m obilize in ad­
vance o f w a r”  w ill mean fo r the 
Am erican people, p a rtic u la r ly  the 
w o rk ing  people. “ O ur most fe a r­
fu l torm ents,”  he says, “ w ill rise 
from  modern w a rfa re ’s to ta l i­
ta rian  im age being the hideous 
opposite o f our free, in d iv id u a l­
is tic  ways. To the extent th a t We 
are compelled to m obilize, W’e 
would have to accept the ha te fu l 
reg im entations and denials which 
w ar its e lf  en ta ils ."

M ob iliza tion  fo r  w a r is to  be 
the re g u la r and dominant, preoc­
cupation o f th is  coun try  fro m  now 
on and the Am erican people w ill 
have to s u ffe r  reg im en ta tion  and 
the loss o f freedom , m a te ria l 
p riva tio ns  and sacrifice.

“ Y oung men m ig h t have to be 
d ra fte d  w h ile  the rest o f us 
reg istered a t ra tio n in g  boards. 
The production o f autom obiles, 
te levision sets and o ther de ligh ts 
m ig h t have to be cu rta ile d ; lim its  
imposed On prices, p ro fits , tvages; 
taxes heav ily  increased and 
numerous o the r Government con­
tro ls  in s titu te d .”

B ut som eth ing stands in  the 
way, he sad ly, re lates. T h a t is 
the tra d itio n a l opposition o f the 
Am erican people to reg im en ta tion

and d ic ta to rsh ip— even the “ tem ­
p o ra ry ”  re s tr ic tio n s  o f actual 
w ar. “ M any o f these disciples 
were resisted d u rin g  the laSt 
war. . . . How much' g re a te r w ill 
be the  tem pta tion , when w a r has 
not ye t broken out, to ‘w a it arid 
see.’ ”  ly i th  'consummate hypo­
crisy , Baruch bewails, “ How 
po ignan t fo r  a dem ocratic people 
to be forced to embrace the 
reg im entation they hate to  p re ­
serve the freedom  they lo ve !" 
How po ignant, indeed, to embrace 
d ic ta to rsh ip  in  the name o f 
dem ocracy!

The g reat d ilem m a o f the 
A m erican ru l in g  class is th a t “ in 
our w orld  the re  p reva ils  an in ­
exorable c o n tin u ity  between w a r 
and peace, b u t ou r cherished 
‘A m erican w ay ’ denies th a t con­
t in u ity . ”  T h is  “ Am erican w a y”  
m ust now go, alas. A m erican im ­
pe ria lism  no longer has the 
lu x u ry  o f tim e. T h is  is no longer 
thp day o f W ashington and 
L inco ln, when “ w a r was apart 
fro m  peace, A m erica  a p a rt from  
the tvo rld ; each A m erican a p a rt 
from  his Government. . .”

The collapse o f ca p ita lis t eco­
nom y in Europe, the atom ic bomb 
and “ o the r ocean - sh rin k in g  
weapons,”  the position o f A m e ri­
can cap ita lism  as the sole rem a in ­
ing  prop o f w orld  cap ita lism  has 
meant th a t “ we m ust a lte r  our 
m ost deeply ing ra ined  tra its .  . . 
a lre a d y  d ra ft  boards are s it t in g  
fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in advance o f 
w ar. The N o rth  A tla n tic  Pact is 
a con tinu ing , no t tem porary  
alliance. These are on ly  beginning 
ad justm ents.”

In  short, Am erican im peria lism  
is com m itted , as fa r  in  advance 
as anyone can seq, to  a condition 
o f perm anent w a r m ob iliza tion  
and w ar. To th a t end, as Baruch 
stresses, the A m erican people 
m ust now subm it to  a funda­
m ental a lte ra tio n  in  th e ir  w ay o f 
peacetime liv in g . They m ust be 
placed under m a te ria l res tric tio ns  
and reg im ented in  th e ir  w ork, 
th e ir  c iv il libe rtie s , th e ir  p o li­
tica l a c tiv itie s  “ fo r  the du ra ­
tio n .”

W hat o f T rum an ’s promised 
“ F a ir Deal”  social re form s? 
W hat o f Roosevelt’s “ fo u r fre e ­
doms” ? These are never to  be 
under capifadisitt. The decision fo r  
War hds beet» made arid the 
shackles on the Am erican people 
are being forged. T ha t is what 
Baruch —  the ch ie f po licy-m aker 
o f Am erican im peria lism  —  is 
te llin g  us.

SCOREBOARD FOR MILITANT FUND
Branch Quota Paid Percent

M organtown S 25 $ 30 120
Seattle 50 50 100
A llen tow n 25 25 100
Los Angeles 6Ó0 600 100
Youngstown 300 2(»5 88
Toledo 50 40 80
New ark 250 190 76
F lin t 200 l40 73
M inneapolis • 400 288 72
B a ltim ore 100 65 65
Boston 150 91' 61
P ittsbu rgh 100 60 60
Reading 50 30 60
New  Y ork 2,000 1,177 59
M ilwaukee ! 50 79 53
Philadelph ia 400 21 1 53
New B rita in 50 25 50
St. Paul 200 100 50
New Haven 35 15 43
W orcester 25 10 40
B u ffa lo 500 193 39
San Francisco-O akland 500 194 39
St. Louis 50 16 32
Lynn 50 14 28
Chicago 250 68 27
A kron 200 50 25
Cleveland 150 38 25
D e tro it 500 112 22
Rochester 25 0 0
General 115 48 42

T ota l th rough A p r i l 26 $7,1)00 S4.230 56

Now we hope to .begin con tacting  
our friends. We are also counting 
on ra is in g  some o f our quota fro m  
a M ay 1 social. I f  the push comes 
too slow, we can always assess 
ourselves again, though, o f course, 
we p re fe r to ■ have contacts p a r­
tic ip a te  in the fund ra is in g .”  

Rose o f Reading sent in  $13. 
They “ are trying to reach 100% 
qu ick.”

A  paym ent o f $27 fro m  F lin t  
raised th a t branch to  73% o f its  
quota. Genora I lo llin g e r  says, 
“ W e’re d r iv in g  hard to b r in g  i t  
up as h igh  as possible.”

Oscar C. o f S t. Louis sent in 
$10 w ith  a prom ise th a t “ more 
w ill fo llo w .”

Jean P. o f St. Paul m ailed in  
$45. “ T h is  pays us up 50% w ith  
a couple o f weeks to go, so I ’m 
sure we w il l  make i t . ”

“ I  am enclosing $110 which w ill 
boost M inneapo lis ’ percentage on 
the ‘Scoreboard’ qu ite  sub s tan tia l­
ly ,”  w rite s  Grace Carlson. “ D u r­

in g  these fu n d  cam paigns, tho 
‘Scoreboard’ and the accompany­
in g  notes is the  f i r s t  section o f 
The M il ita n t th a t we read, so we 
were g rievous ly  disappointed to  
find th a t ou r la s t check came in  
too la te fo r  the A p r i l 18 issue.

“ I t  is a ve ry  h u m ilia t in g  th in g  
to have the same old  percentage 
tw o  weeks in succession! A nyhow  
i t  won’t  happen again. . .  We have 
been ve ry  favo ra b ly  surprised by 
the way the pledges are be ing 
paid. Money is t ig h t  and, m ost o f 
the pledges represent a rea l sac­
r if ic e  on the p a r t o f the comrades 
m aking  them. B u t they seem de­
term ined to do th e ir  du ty  by The 
M ilita n t, even though i t  K urts .”

C hris  Andrews, an old fr ie n d  
o f The M il ita n t  in  Los Angeles, 
con tribu ted $25 to the M il ita n t  
Fund even though he has been 
la id  o ff.

C y r il Z. o f New Y o rk  sent in  
$10 and John McB. o f Seattle sent 
in $5.

P repara tions o f the various 
locals and branches o f the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty  to celebrate 

M ay Day were re ­
flected last week in 
orders fo r  e x t r a  
copies fro m  the fo l­
lo w in g :

New Y ork  1,000 
extra  c o p i e s ;  
Youngstown 26; De­
tro it  50; Cleveland 
100; Los Angeles 
160; A llen to w n  500. 

* * *
.Louise Leslie, L ite ra tu re  A gent 

fo r  Oakland, w rite s  th a t 61 M il i­
tan ts  were sold d u rin g  the elec­
tion  cam paign fo r  F ilom ena Goel- 
man and hundreds d is tribu ted  
w ith  “ an in tro d u c to ry  le a fle t a t­
tached.”  Comrade Leslie believes 
th a t “ the stage is set fo r  ve ry  
good sales o f lite ra tu re  in the 
near fu tu re . T h is  week we w ill 
make our f irs t  a ttem p t in  a long 
tim e a t g e ttin g  the F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l and M ilita n t orr news­
stands in the area sh rro tifid lh g  
the U n iv e rs ity  o f California 
campus in Berke ley. F rom  th is  
a ttem p t we expect to  gain a g te a t 
m any new readers as i t  w ill be 
ve ry  d iff ic u lt  to pass up ou r ‘ new 
look ’ F I  and M ilita n t i f  they are 
in an accessible spot.”

Boston’s L ite ra tu re  A g e n t ,  
Rena B feschi, reports  th a t a 
subscrip tion cam paign is g e ttin g  
under way there. F irs t  re tu rns  
were five renewals.

S. Gordon, L ite ra tu re  Agent 
fo r  Lynn, Mass., sent in  three 
renewals as the opening salvo in 
th e ir  sub cam paign. “ We find th a t 
we ge t a p re tty  good reception 
as fa r  as repeats are concerned,”  
he says. “ O ur p rize  sub-getter, 
Comrade F ra n k lin , ba tted 100% 
fo r  the week and reported to  the 
branch th a t each ed ition is 
eagerly aw aited by the sdb 
holders. Renewals on the whole 
ran about 50% w hich we consider 
p re tty  good. The b ig  s tum b ling  
block is new subs.”

Comrades in o ther areas alsri 
re n o rt th a t i t  requires fa r  more

tim e and e ffo r t  to  get new sub­
scrip tions than a year o r tw o  ago, 
James W. Connery o f Kewanee, 
111., fo r  instance, w ritq y : “ A m  
t ry in g  a ll the tim e, bu t the people 
arc a fra id  th a t e ve ry th in g  is 
go ing down. The bo ile r w orks are 
on fo u r days and the em ployers 
are la y in g  o f f  qu ite  a few , so i t  is  
hard to ta lk  them  in to  g e ttin g  
an y th in g  they can ge t along 
w ith o u t. W ill do a ll I  can."

L ite ra tu re  A ge n t G. H. o f M il­
waukee, sending in  some new 
subs and renewals, w r ite s : “ There 
is increasing d if f ic u lty  in g e ttin g  
renewals. They usua lly  j{iean 
several calls. W orkers  are an­
tic ip a tin g  la yo ffs . They are l iv ­
in g  fro m  pay check to  pay check 
and don’t have the money to  la y  
ou t im m edia te ly . Veterans liv in g  
in  cheaply constructed tem po ra ry  
housing are pay ing  h igh ren ts 
and ins ta llm ents  on fu rn itu re . 
T h e ir budgets arc t ig h t  as i t  is. 
W ith  rum ors o f la y -o ffs  in  the 
shops they can on ly  th in k  o f the 
m eager unem ploym ent c h e c k s  
ahead —  no t su ffic ie n t to  pay the 
ren t, fu rn itu re  in s ta llm en ts  and 
food b ills . Subs under these con­
d itions  mean rea l in te res t in  The 
M ilita n t.”

Increased d iff ic u lty  in g e ttin g  
subs is a sign o f .the tim es. M any 
w o rke rs ’ f ir s t  reaction to th rea ten ­
in g  la y -o ffs  is 'to  cu t down on 
every possible expense. I t  requires 
patience and persistence to con­
vince such subscribers th a t they 
can p lay a rode aS in d iv idu a ls  in  
f ig h tin g  mass la y -o ffs . A t  a la te r 
stage o f the economic cycle w o rk ­
ers begin to seek ou t pub lica tions 
th a t te ll them the t ru th  about 
conditions, g ive a basic exp lana­
tion  o f the evils o f cap ita lism  and 
po in t the road out. The subscrip­
tions eotne m ore easily.

M eanwhile, i t ’s a question o f 
fo r t itr id e  and hard w ork . As 
p its b u rg h ’s live  - w ire  L ite ra tu re  
A gent, G erry W oolf, to ld  us the 
o ther day when he v is ited  our 
office : “ I f  you put the tim e  in , 
ypti riiake the sales and get the 
subs.”

We should add th a t m any 
branches experiencing d iff ic u lt ie s  
g e ttin g  subs have by w ay o f 
compensation found i t  re la tiv e ly  
easy to sell s ing le  copies o f The 
M ilita n t. Have you tr ie d  th is?



* \u ïe  T itre®

T R O T S K Y

“With the present level df technology ahd skill of the work­
ers, it  is quite possible to create adequate conditions for the 
Material and spiritual deVeloptnertt of all mankind. I t  would 
be necessary only to organize the economic life within each 
country and over ohr entire planet correctly, scientifically, and 
rationally, according to a general plan. So long, however, as 
the main productive forces of society are held by trusts, i.e., 
isolated capitalist cliques, and so long as the national state 
remains a pliant tool in the hands of these cliques, the strug­
gle for markets, for sources of raw materials, for domination 
of the world must inevitably assume a more and more de­
structive character.”

— Leon Trotsky, 1940
L E N IN

No sooner did the I louse begin debate on 
the Truman-sponsored Lesinslji b ill to repeal 
the Taft-11 art ley Act than the adpiinistra- 
tion forces began to back-peddle and issue 
reports of their willingness to make major 
concessions to the Taft-I lartleyites.

The April 27 N. Y. Times lists four com­
promise proposals the Truman Democrats 
are preparing to offer in return for majority 
vote on a h ill bearing flic administration’s 
label. These are: stronger curbs on “ national 
emergency strikes,”  presumably specific pro­
visions for use of injunctions; continuation 
of the yellow-dog “ non-communist”  af­
fidavits; continued lim itations on closed shop 
agreements; and continued requirements for 
the filing of union financial feports.

Each one of these proposals would main­
tain, under the new label of the Lesinski bill, 
a basic anti-union policy of the Taft-1 lartley 
Act. Together they would constitute a,virtual 
restoration of the main provisions of the 
Slave Labor Law.

Even as it now stands, the Lesinski b ill is 
a far cry from Truman’s election promise of 
unconditional repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act. 
It would replace the Taft-Hartley law with 
the Wagner Act so amended as to retain in 
principle the main premise of the Ta ft- 
1 hartley Act — government intervention 
against the unions in strikes and prohibition

" G u ilt  by A ssociation"
The case of the Rev. Dr. John Howard 

Melish, whose dismissal as rector of Holy 
T r in ity  Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Brooklyn Heights was upheld last week by 

.Ne\v. Yprk..Supreme. Court lustice.Steinbnixk.. 
involves one o f the most vital issues of c iv il 
rights confronting the American people.

Dr. Melish was charged only with “ guilt 
by association.”  After holding the pulpit in 
his church for more than 40 yearsi the 74- 
year-old pastor was dismissed by Bishop 
James Pernette De Wolfe solely on the 
grounds that Dr. Melish’s son. who had been 
his assistant for 10 years, engaged in “ out­
side activities” deemed too “ radical”  by a 
m inority of the congregation, particularly 
some of the more wealthy.

The judge who upheld the Bishop’s order 
of dismissal, however, granted a ten-day stay 
of execution so that the contending parties 
might try to arrive at an agreement. The 
agreement offered the aged minister was that 
lie could continue his pastorate — i f  he would 
get his son to resign and-remove himself and 
his fam ily from the rectory where they live 
with Dr. Melish.

W ith commendable principle, Dr. Melish 
indignantly rejected this proposition and 
chose rather to sit in the pews last Sunday. 
He issued a ringing statement in defense of 
“ freedom of the pulpit, and freedom of con­
science and speech.”  I le declared lie would 
continue the fight for "the basic principles 
of democracy”  by appeal to higher courts.

The N .Y . N A A C P  Resolution
Last week’s M ilitan t reported the fact that 

the Netv York branch of the NAACP had 
unanimously adopted a resolution calling 
on the NAACP annual conference in L.os 
Angeles in July to demand a special session 
of Congress this summer to act on all c iv il 
rights bills not enacted when Congress 
adjourns.

In our opinion this wps a wise move, 
meriting the support of all labor and Negro 
organizations seriously concerned with civil 
rights. It puts Truman on the spot; in a 
special session he w ill not have the a lib i about 
the pressure of other important business to 
“ explain”  the administration’s capitulation to 
the Southern Democrats; and if  he rejects 
the proposal, it w ill expose his hypocrisy on 
civil rights even more glaringly than did his 
do-notliing behaviour during the filibuster 
debate. Clearly enough, the struggle for civil 
rights legislation has everything to gain and 
nothing to lose from a special session ,called 
specifically for this purpose.

Equally important was the second half of 
the New York resolution, requesting the 
NAACP to take the lead in convening “ a 
united Negro and labor conference, represent­
ing Negro and labor organizations in all parts 
of the country, to meet in Washington simul­
taneously w ith the special session of Con-

The Trumanites Retreat Once More
of certain types of strikes. A t the same time, 
Truman has declared his “ inheretnt powers,” 
without legislation, to use injunctions against 
strikes and Secretary of Labor Tobin has 
proposed a separate law to retain'the yellow- 
dog oaths.

Certain it is, as The ATilitani predicted 
many weeks ago, the Truman Democrats are 
going to sput up no real fight against Taft- 
Hartleyism. They already have the white 
flag unfurled, ready to run up to the top 
of the pole.

And once more the union leaders give every 
indication of going along w ith the Trumanite 
betrayal of a key election promise, of 
minimizing and justify ing the conduct of the 
administration. Once more, behind a verbal 
barrage aimed exclusively at the Republicans 
and Southern Democrats, they are shielding 
Truman and his political machine.

The unholy alliance between the top union 
bureaucrats and the Truman wing of the 
Democrats in the first four fno'nths of the 
81st Congress has already led to retreats on 
civil rights and rent control. Dependence on 
Truman and his lieutenants w ill only lead to 
further debacles on labor legislation, health 
insurance and housing. Labor, as always, can 
depend only oil its otvn independent stfehgth, 
mobilized in united action, to win its 
derftdflds.

Some may ask what concern it is of the 
general public if  a minister of a church, a 
private organization, js dismissed for any 
reason by a higher authority of that organ­
ization, We. answer that this act has .given 
aid and comfort 1o the powerful forces in 
public life who are attempting to make “ guilt 
by association” part of the law of the land.

Dr. Melish’s dismissal is no isolated affair. 
It is a direct expression inside an influential 
church body of the preserfl witch-hunt against 
all who speak out for peace or refuse to con­
form to the political dictates of the ruling 
party. It gives sanction to a practice •— 
“ guilt by association”  — that the enemies 
of free speech and press, of all c iv il rights, 
have introduced, in the government “ loyalty”  
purge.

Every diclatofial government uses “ guilt 
by association.”  The totalitarians victimize 
even persons who are said to have mere 
acquaintance with “ subversives”  or whose 
relatives are alleged to be "subversive.”  In 
the current government “ loyalty” purge, one 
federal worker was fired because a relative 
of his was rumored to have associated with 
someone rufnored to be a “ communist."

When such practices become so pervasive 
as to infect even a traditionally liberal 
Protestant church, it is time for dll defenders 
of civil liberties to take alarm — and to act. 
And to act. in the case of Dr. Melish, means 
to give him full public support fo r his 
courageous and honorable stand.

Socialized Medicine-W hy the U. S. Needs It
By H a rry  Braverman

Popular a tten tion  is becoming 
increasing ly  focused on I he b itte r  
debate over the system o f medical 
payntent in the United States.

On orte side, popu lar ind igna ­
tion  and the fee ling  o f many in ­
d iv idua l doctors is on the r'se 
against the present p ro fit system 
in  medicine.

On the o ther side, the top five 
percent o f the m edical profession 
con s titu ting  the ru lin g  clique o f 
the Am erican Medical Associa­
tion , together w ith  th e ir  power­
fu l frie rtds  •— the in du s tria lis ts  
and financiers o f the na tion— have 
mobilized to  keep the doctor and 
his pa tien t divided by the a l­
m ig h ty  dollar.

The ch ie f subject o f discussion 
in recent days has been the health 
insurance p lan proposed by Oscar 
E w ing  who is the Federal S ecurity 
A d m in is tra to r. T h is  plan provides 
fo r  a system o f m edical insurance. 
Payments would be made on the 
pa y ro ll deduction plan by w o rk ­
ers and employers. People could 
chose th e ir  own doctor or. dentist, 
receive trea tm e n t, and the doctor 
would then send his, b i l l fo r  pay­
m ent to  the common insurance 
fund provided by the taxes.

A  hue and c ry  has been raised 
aga inst th is  health  insurance 
lilan  on the ground th a t i t  is a 
pfah fo r  socialized o r nationalized 
iriedicihe. T h is  is n o t tru e  a t a ll.

Socialized medicine, sOrtietHihg 
en tire ly  d iffe re n t, means the Com­
plete abo lition  Of the pro fit 
system in  medicine and the b u ild ­
in g  o f a medical s truc tu re  s im ila r 
to a free  school system Or 
post office. A ll doctors, dentists, 
nurses, hospita l attendants, etc,, 
Work as salaried employees o f 
the governm ent arid medical care 
is free ,to a ll who requ ire  it.

T he , T rum an - sponsored plan 
does not a t a ll abolish the medicril 
fee system and place the medicril

profession on a salaried basis. 
A ll th a t it  does is spread the
payments in  an insurance fash ion. 
As the Federal S ecu rity  A d ­
m in is tra to r h im se lf has said, 
“ the proposed b il l is no m ore 
Socia listic than fire  insurance.”

However, the p la in  insurance’ 
func tion  o f the T rum an A d ­
m in is tra tion  plan docs no t p re­
ven t its  c r it ic s  fro m  shouting 
tha t th is  is the ne x t’ step before 
Socialism . The top h ie ra rchy  o f 
the Medical Association fou gh t 
W orkm en’s Compensation Laws 
when they were adopted, i j t  
fou gh t and s t i l l  f igh ts  cooperative 
hospita ls r arid Cooperative m edi­
cine even in  ru ra l com m unities 
where doctors could no t be p ro ­
vided In unÿ o ther way. The 
Am erican M edical Association 
fo u g h t even the plans « fob 
vo lun ta ry  health insurance, such 
as Blue Cross Insurance, when 
they were f irs t  organized. I t  is 
no t su rp ris in g  th a t organized 
medicine figh ts  N a tiona l H ealth 
insurance as we ll.

Thé* opposition to the health 
insurance plan is c lear evidence 
o f the co n tro llin g  hand behind 
the Am erican M edical Associa­
tion . U nder a system o f health 
insurance, the income o f the 
average doctor w ith  average 
pa tien ts te n d s .th  rise. N o t on ly 
is the health care o f the pa tien t 
insured hu t the income o f the 
doctob as w e ll. Th is has beeh 
the un ive rsa l experience o f na­
tions opera ting  a health in ­
surance plan.

On the o ther hand, the income 
o f the .w ea lthy p ra c tition e rs  and 
specia lists who fa tte n  on ex­
o rb ita n t fees tends to  decline. 
These top income physicians re ­
present in the  U n ited  States 
about five percent o f the medical 
profession. Th is top laye r con­
tro ls  the organized medical p ro ­
fession and uses th a t con tro l ih 
its  own in terest.'

Shocking Facts About Medical Care

gress and to press for the passage of the 
civil rights bills.”

The New York NAACP evidently re­
cognizes that a special session of CongtesS 
w ill not mean much by itself unless it  is 
accompanied by pressure going far beyond 
the kind which was relied on by the Negro 
organizations during the recent filibuster 
debate and that is now being relied orj by 
the labor leaders in (heir efforts to repeal 
the Taft-Hartley Act. The traditional lobby­
ing methods — buttonholing congressmen or 
sending them letters —  have proved utterly 
inadequate.

What is necessary now is the mobilization 
of mass pressure to convince the members of 
Congress that the people w ill not stand for. 
any more monkey-business from the capital­
ist parties which less than a year’ago pledged 
to pass civ il rights measures. A united labor 
and Negro conference, attended by rank and 
file delegates determined to get action in 
Washington, is certainly a good and efficient 
way of exerting such pressure.

Most of the unions and all of the Negro 
organizations arc on record for the passage 
of civil rights bills this year. None of them 
can have a valid reason for not supporting 
the New York NAACP position fu lly  and 
actively.

The Socialist W orkers  P a rty  
has entered the debate Over (He 
system c f  medical payhient as a 
proponent Of socialized medicine'. 
We in tervene not in order (o 
discuss t lie  Scientific, the medical 
end o f (lie riiedical profession hilt 
in order to discuss the business 
end: the method o f payment fo r 
medical services. W e do not rush 
in to  c ritic ize  medical science. 
Th is fie ld  has advanced a long 
distance since the li fe  tim e o f 
H ippocrates, the ancient Greek 
healer. B ut, (he economics o f the 
medical in du s try  are in a H ip ­
pocratic— even a p re -H ippocra tic  
s ta te !

L e t ils reca ll th a t over one- 
th ird  o f a ll those examined fo r  
the armed forces tihder the opera­
tion  o f the Selective Service 
A c t d u rin g  the la s t w ar, were 
rejected fo r  serious physical 
defects. And, th is  was in the 
age group th a t is considered to 
be the hea lth ies t in  the nation.

Needless death is ram pan t in 
the U n ited  States. A l l  au tho rities  
te s tify  th a t tens o f thousands o f 
deaths fro m  pneumonia, tu b e r­
culosis, he a rt diseases and cancer 
are preventable and th a t the 
death ra te  fro m  these k ille rs  is 
fan ta s tic  in  v iew  o f modern dis­
coveries in the fiqlds o f prevert- 
tion , detection and tre a tm e n t Of 
diseases. W h ile  the methods, are 
known, fo r  some reason they 
have n o t been applied on a mass 
scale. T ha t is w h a t I  mean when 
I  say th a t the economics o f 
medicine is in the quack stage.

The p re va ilin g  system o f m edi­
cal paym ent in the U n ited  States 
is the fee system, under which 
medical care is a p ro fit business 
and the doctor a business man. 
Can everyone a ffo rd  medical 
care under th is  system ? N o t a t 
a ll!

Government figures show that 
the cost o f adequate medical Crirfe 
is fjevafifl <he rCafch d f over Half 
tite  fa n iilie s  ttf  the tTfiitCd Strifes! 
The fu ll benefits o f the best 
q u a lity  itie d ita l rind pharm a­
ceutical care can be purchased 
at present by on ly ahout tw en ty

percent o f the population. Even 
the Am erican M edical Associa­
tion adm its th a t ninety-severi 
m illio n  people in the United 
States, tha t is to say alm ost three 
quarters o f the population, need 
help in the payment o f medicài 
b ills .

Medical care is today a necessity 
th a t is sold a t lu x u ry  prices. In 
one state o f the U n ion, ap­
p ro x im a te ly  one-th ird  o f the 
people go w ith o u t consulting the 
doctor, even on th e ir  derith'-bed. 
th e  death certifica te  is m arked 
“ no m edical a ttendan t”  ahd the 
cause o f death “ unknown.”

W ha t a lte rna tive  is there to 
the present p ro fit  system in the 
business o f medicine? The So­
cialist. W orkers  P a rty  believes 
th a t the system o f production fo r  
p ro fit  W ill in  the fu tu re  be re ­
placed in Cvety field by a system 
c f production fo r  use. The rhedic^l 
profession is no t exem pt.” The 
medical profession is as a m a tte r 
o f fac t, least o f a ll exempt.

A  system o f socialized medicine 
would be comparable in  th is  
coun try  to the system o f free  
public education. Supported ou t 
o f the general governm ent funds, 
i t  would make medical and dental 
crire free  to  a ll who need it .

The cost would be no t a t a ll 
p roh ib itive . The cost o f such h 
medicai system afe ri m a tte r o f 
fa c t would he -rid iculously low  ih 
comparison to  tfie  value o f the 
system. A t  the present tim e, i f  
the governm ent o f the U n ited  
States Were to assume responsi­
b i l i t y  fo r  the whole doctor b i ll 
o f the country , th is  Would add 
on ly  about fo u r  b illio n  do lla rs tb 
the federa l budget. Compare th is  
w ith  the fa n ta s tic  sums o f thè 
m il ita ry  appropria tions.

I f  the present m edical pay­
ments o f the rich  and w e ll-to-dò 
were paid in to  the governm ent 
funds in  the fo rm  o f taxes, i t  
would take very l i t t le  additiona l 
taxa tio n — whieh could and should 
be levied on the rich  in d u s tria l 
Corporations—to  support a fu ll 
and adequate program  o f free, 
un iversa l m edical care.

‘Sacred’ Doctor-Patient Relationship
E ve ry  decent-m inded person is 

s ick to  death o f be ing to ld  today 
th a t there is not enough money 
t,0 support th is  o r th a t program  
intended fo r  human w e lfa re . 
Money is a lways found, bo rrow ­
ed, squeezed out o f the people 
by oppressive taxa tion , when i t  
is necesary to destroy people by 
tbe m illio ns  in g iga n tic  w orld  
¡.laughters. W ha t a com m entary 
on the c a p ita lis t system th a t a ll 
the money spent on medical 
research in one en tire  year would 
pay fo r  Only e ig h t hours and 
tw en ty  m inutes o f the last w o rld  
w ar! T4tT

There is a g re a t deal of 
discussion go ing  on about th is  
proposal fo r  socialized medicine. 
As usual, the b ig  business-con- 
tro lled  press fea tu res the p ropa­
ganda o f those who are the least 
pure in  th e ir  m otives. Abuse 
aga inst socialized medicine is to

Each and every p a tie n t who 
walks in to  a doctor’s office re ­
presents to h im  not on ly an i l l  
ritan o r woman bu t also a figu re  
in do lla rs and cents. The poor 
n ia ii m ust fa i l  to  ge t adequate 
care, w h ile  the pocketbook o f the 
b e tte r-o ff patient, is  o ften more 
closely investiga ted than o ther 
parts  o f h is anatom y.

This is the tes tim ony o f doc­
tors themselves. As an example, 
I w a n t to read fro m  the w r it in g s  
o f a doctor, th is  b r ie f comment 
about the human appendix:

“ The appendix, an in e rt organ 
usually soirie three inches long, 
three quarters  o f an inch in 
diam eter, arid attached to the 
la rge bowel, is o f course an 
‘evo lu tiona ry  hangover’ w ith  no 
known physica l function . There 
IS noth ing in  the hooks, however, 
to indicate tha t na ture  le f t  the 
appendix behind to be a peren­

n ia l source o f income fo r  the 
operation-m inded siirgeon. Yet, 
under a system o f su rgery  fo r  
p ro fit tha t would <0o o ften  seetri 
to be the append ix ’s economic 
func tion .”

I t  is o f course necessary fo r  
every su ffe re r ' fro m  abdom inal 
pains to  consult a doctor a t once 
and to fo llo w  his advice. We 
laym en have no o ther recourse. 
B ut, under the  present system o f 
medical care, the num ber o f un ­
necessary operations o r expensive 
trea tm ents  m ust be enormous. 
There is a po w e rfu l economic 
im pulsion to decide in  fa v o r o f 
operation in doub tfu l o r  even 
c le a rly  non-opera tive cases. .

T h is  I  m ust repeat, is no t m y 
personal op in ion o r statem ent, i t  
is the conclusion o f recognized 
medical au th o ritie s  who have 
studied the m atte r.

Individual Physician Not to Blame
In  m ost cases, the fa m ily  doc­

to r  has the confidence o f his 
pa tien t. How often does the 
physic ian  abuse th is  confidence 
and make o f the sacred doctor- 
pa tien t re la tionsh ip  a confidence 
game? We have no w ay o f know­
ing.

U nder the present system o f 
so-called “ medical e th ics”  no 
doctor w i l l  s&y. O nly a few  
courageous fighters have made 
themselves outcasts in the  o ffic ia l 
medical profession by b low ing 
the lid  o ff.

1 say we have no way o f know ­
ing exac tly  w ha t the s ta tis tics  
are; B u t, we do know  th a t the 
m ost po w erfu l economic tem pta ­
tions beset the doctor in  his 
unequal bargain ing, contest w ith  
the m edica lly ig no ran t pa tien t.

There can be no question of 
blaming (he individual physician 
in (his matter. Under the present 
system, the young medical man 
begins his career with debts on 
a medical education which may 
run to sixteen thousand dollars, 
kith  debts oil His office and 
technical equipment, with years 
of Inst darning power behind him 
which ftiay also hartg around his 
neck in (lie form of debts. Tie 
enters a fiercely competitive 
field.

The medical system m ust be 
blamed fo r  w hat he may do to 
guarantee bis income. As long as 
the doctor is h a lf business man, 
h a lf healer, the abuses w i l l  con­
tinue. F ree h im  fro m  h is  tw o - 
sided ro le  and make o f h im  a 
sc ientis t w ith  an assured ade­
quate income and th is  problem 
is solved.

A no ther a rgum ent used to 
repel the advance o f socialized 
medicine is the c ry  th a t the 
pa tien t would lose his “ free

choice o f doctors.”  T h is  has a 
b it te r  r in g  in  the ears o f the. 
fam ilies  w ith  incomes below 
twelve-hundred do lla rs  pe r year 
among whom h a lf  o f a ll disease 
s trikes  in  th is  coun try . W hat 
choice o f physic ian have they? 
W hat choice do the  c h a r ity  w ards 
give them  ?

This cry  about free  choice o f 
physic ian is the most false, fa n ­
tastic , sentim enta lized piece o f 
quackery in  the h is to ry  o f the 
medical profession.

Assum ing fo r  example th a t I  
do have the m oney to  seek the 
attendance o f a physic ian fo r  
every illness, w h y  should I  even 
w a n t the  free  choice o f a 
physic ian ? W h ich  o f us is com­
pe tent to select fro m  among the 
m any m edical specia lties, fields 
o f experience and practice, the 
one p a rtic u la r doctor who is the 
m ost su itab le  fo r  our case?

Can we in ves tig a te  the educa­
tio n a l background, experience 
record o f trea tm e n t o f every 
physician in  ou r c ity  when we 
proceed to  exercise our precious 
r ig h t  o f free  choice? Or, is  the 
choice o f a doctor a haphazard, 
h it-and-m iss a f fa ir  dom inated by 
friendsh ip , convenience, siZe o f 
fee, professional m anner, arid so 
fo r th  ?

A il the pa laver about free  
choice o f physician is no t at rill 
im pressive when i t  is  analyzed. 
I  do not see w hy the average man 
should no t be ready to . trade 
aw ay th is  dubious r ig h t  fo r  the 
more valuable p r iv ile g e  o f having 
his doctor chosen fo r  h im  by  the 
medical hoard o f a cooperative or 
state-owned hosp ita l w h ich  has 
no financia l • in te res t in h im  and 
w hich can chose fo r  h im  con­
sc ientiously  on the basis o f his 
needs and m edical case h is to ry .

At Expense of the Nation’s Health

be seen and heard everywhere, 
paid fo r  by  the top income 
brackets o f the m edical profession 
and by the b ig  business in terests. 
A ll the ancient and ta tte red  a rg u ­
ments are la id  op t in the propa­
ganda o f the professional i-ag 
pickers o f jo u rn a lism  and the 
Ificture' ha ll.

W ha t a te  the argum ents used 
ii i the propaganda d rive  against 
free  socialized medicine?

“Socialized medicine,” if Is 
said, “would destroy the sacred 
doctor-patient relationship.” Let 
us see.

The ch ie f defect o f the present 
re la tionsh ip  between the doctor 
and his p a tie n t is the doctor b i l l,  
w h ich is a catastrophe to  the 
average budget and a constant 
source o f w o rry  to  the  physician 
h im se lf. T h a t is w ha t destroys 
a wholesome re la tio n  between a 
doctor and pa tien t.

L e t us now consider the effect. 
Upon the physic ian o f a system 
o f socialized m edicine. I  have 
a lready discussed the harassed 
and fina nc ia lly  untenable s itu a ­
tion  erf the young p ra c tition e r, 
t h is  financia l in secu rity  stays 
w ith  the doctor th rou gh ou t his 
en tire  career as i t  doés indeed 
With a ll sm all businessmen.

In - 1929, the boom yea r o f 
A m erican p ro sp e rity  before the 
W ar, over h a lf  o f a ll Am erican 
doctors earned two-thousand five- 
hundred do lla rs pe r year or less.

The doctor is expected to do a 
great deal of charity work; he 
is consulted by many people in 
time of crisis who cannot stop 
1(1 think Of tHeir ability to pay. 
lie  himself cannot, out of com­
mon humanity, refuse treatment, 
although this is not always true,- 
particularly in the case of .com­
mercial hospitals. (B ig business 
is notoriously more hard-hearted 
than small.)

The doctor has a run n ing  over­
head expense, he has d iff ic u lty  in  
co llecting  b ills , he has a constant 
financial problem . T h is  m ay not 
he true fo r  the P ark  Avenue 
specia list whose pa tien ts are 
w e a lth y  and who depends upon 
his la w ye r o r co llection ^g en cy  to 
handle h is financia l w o rries , but 
i t  is true  o f the average p ra c ti­
tioner.

Doctors today m ay find them ­
selves be tte r o f f  financ ia lly . í h is  
is a re su lt o f the shortage o f 
medical care. The re la tion  o f sup­
p ly  to  demand favo rs  the seller—  
in- th is  case the doctor who is 
the producer o f m edical care.

But, can any nteflicdl man 
defend with á dear conscience, 
a system of medical a  e which 
thrives upon a shortage of good 
health and over-supply of illness 
in relation to supply of medical 
tare for that illness?

The m edical profession át 
present operates in so fa r as its  
economics is concerned upon the 
basis o f th is  ru lé.

There are few e r than eighty- 
m edical schools in  the U n ited  
States, and the num ber o f .stu­
dents graduated fro m  them  is 
res tric ted  by the  organized m edi­
cal profession. The re s u lt is ' th a t

on ly  about five  thousand six 
hundred m edical students are 
graduated each year. A bo u t fo u r 
thousand o f these are needed to 
replace doctors who die o r re tire . 
The ne t ga in  bare ly  keeps up w ith  
the popu la tion  g ro w th , leav ing 
the shortage as acute as ever. 
The s itua tion  as regards dentist!; 
is  even worse.

We must, rem em ber th a t the 
present fa ir ly  h igh  income level 
of the m edical and denta l p ro ­
fession can be m ain ta ined  on ly  
so long as the present shortage 
o f m edical care continues. Thus, 
lifid e r ou r present p ro fit  system 
o f medicdl care, the w e lfa re  o f 
the doctor is a t the expense o f 
the health  o f the na tion ! No One

can re fu te  th is  fac t. The on ly , 
possible way to a lte r  i t  Is to -  
socialike m edicine in  thé  hands 
o f the public.

Socialized m edicine Would open 
up great new avenues o f m edical 
progress. Consider, fo r  exam ple,' 
the great poss ib ilities  o f preven­
tive  medicine.

W hat is préven tive  m edicine?. 
I t  is th a t branch o f the  m edicà i; 
a r t  Which concentrates on the  
preven tion, ra th e r than  the cure,' 
o f disease.

A t  the present tim e , o n ly  tw o - 
percent o f the m edical d o lla r is  
spent fo r  preven tion. A b o u t 
n ine ty -e igh t percent is spent fog ' 
trea tm ent.

Usually- by the tim e  a doctor, 
f irs t  gets a look a t you r illness, 
i t  is  fa r  beyond the in it ia l stage. 
I t  is ra th e r w e ll established in  
the organism . I t  hàs a lready, 
in flic te d  in ju ry .  SetioUsly i l l  
pa tien ts b r in g  to the doctor à 
d iff ic u lt ,  i f  no t incurable m alady. 
T h is  is p a r tic u la r ly  tru e  in  th e  
case o f cahcer, h e a rt disease! 
tuberculosis: the  g re a t k il le rs  o f 
m ankind.

P reventive m edicine presup­
poses physica l cheek-ups on . a  
m on th ly  o r even sem i-m on th ly  i 
basis. U nder the  present m edica l 
sÿstein, i t  is ha id ly  even possible 
fo t  the average w o rk in g  m an to  
pay fo r  adequate care when he 
is sick, le t alone expect h im  to 
go to (he doctor fo r  exam inations 
When he is p e rfe c tly  he a ltliv .

Everything to Gain
O nly socialized m edicine can 

b ring  in to  existence the chain o f 
free clin ics, hospita ls, X - Rày 
centers and cancer - detection 
s ta tions tha t w i l l  p revé iit the  
hundreds o f thousands o f need­
less deaths, and ru ined, m aimed 
afid cripp led bodies every year 
in th is  country .

Such a system o f preven tive  
medicine can genu ine ly  - destroy 
disease, and lengthen the average 
l)fe  expectancy o f m ankind to  the  
fu l l  cen tu ry  w h ich  is its  due. A -i

The fina l m ost fr ig h te n e d  c ry  
o f the opponents o f socialized 
medicine is th is : tha t socialized 
medicine W ill lead in e v ita b ly  to  
Socialism . B u t, how can th is  be, 
i f  Socialized m edicine has a ll the  
f a u l t s ,  defects, ineffic iencies, 
bureaucratic bu ng ling  and red 
tape a ttr ib u te d  to  it ,  by  its  op­
ponents? I f  they are r ig h t ,  
socialized m edicine Would ra p id ly  
d isc red it its e lf, and, a long w ith  
it ,  the whole idea o f Socialism . 
M ore people would then be f irm ly  
convinced a n ti - socia lists tha rt 
ever before.

B u t the t ru th  is th a t  the b ig  
business opponents o f socialized 
medicine are hostile  to i t  no t be­
cause o f its  possible fa ilu re s  b u t 
because o f its  g re a t afid eas ily  
dem onstrated su p e rio r ity  over 
the present p ro fit  system  o f  
medicine.

They fea r th a t the g reat mass 
o f the people w il l  reason: “ I f  we 
can get adequate m edical Care b y  
the e lim in a tio n  o f the p ro fit  
m otive and the socia liza tion  o f 
medicine, w hy should we no t then 
guarantee ourselves adequate pro* 
duction o f a ll necessities and even 
luxuries  o f l i fe  by soc ia liz ing  a ll 
o f basic in du s tries? ”

The g ré â t mass o f people have 
no th ing  to  fë à r and e ve ry th in g  
to ga in  fro m  Socialism . Socialized 
medicine in  con junction w ith  so­
cia lized in d u s try  is  the on ly  read 
to the e lim in a tio n  o f poverty , afid 
the on ly  guarantee to matikihd 
of long, happy àtid Hèâlthÿ years 
o f life.

V is it y o iir  loca l headquarters ö f the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
A ft f iO N  —  4 So. H ow ard  St.. 2nd f l .

every a fte rnoon  1 to  4 p. m . M eetings 
Sunday 2 p. m . ,

I lA T - tb iO R M  —  1121 E. B a ltim o re  St. 
3rd flo o r, fro n t. P ilone W O lfe  9321M, 
O irtil d d ily  0-9 p:m . M H jIT A N T  and 
FO U R TH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  on sale.

BOSTON— W ò rlte rs È ducàtlò riM  Ofentor. 
SO S tu a rt S t., open Moll'. 5:30-9:00 p.m ., 
Wed. 7-10 p.m.

B U F F A L O —M ilita n t Fò rum , 629 M a in  
S t., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adisco 3900. E ve ry  
a fte rnoon  except Sun.

CHICAGO— MG W . W ash ing ton B lvd . 
firn . 312-314. D a ily  exfcept Sun.; 11:30 to  
3:30: Or phone fo r an appointm ent.

/
C L È V ÌÌÌ.A N D  — P^cks H a ll,  1418 E . 

82nd St. (o f f  W ade P k. Ave.) M on th ly  
P ub lic  Forum-, 1st Suri.. S p.m .

6108 L im vood Ave. Phone 
TY  7-6267, Mon. th rough  S at., 12-5 p.m .

F ÌA N 't ’—S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  H a ll,  
215 E as t N in th  S treet. Phone: 2-21Ò8. 
Open House S a tu rday evenings.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t P ub i. A ssb.. 
Room 325, 124 W. 6th St. Phohe VAndyke 
8001.

SAN PEDRO—M ilita n t. 1008 S. P a c ific  
Room 214.

L Y N N , (IVtass.)—M ili ta n t  Pubi. Assn., 
44 C éritra l Ave., o ffice  open Tuès., Wéd. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.

M IL W A U K E E — 917 N . 3rd S t., 3rd f l .  
Sun. th ro u gh  F r i . ,  7:30-9:30 p.m . Phone 
H opkins 2-5337.

M IN N E A P O L IS —10 So. 4th S t. Phònè
M ain 7781. D a ily  except Sun., 10 a .m .- 
6 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (Conn.) — F o r In te r ­
rii ¿ tiriti v fr lté  P. D . B ox No. 659 o r 

phonb 3-3287.

N E W  H A V E N —F o r in fo rm a tio n  té lé ­
phoné 7-8780. ‘j  '

N E W A R fe —423 Springfie ld . Ave. Phdn« 
B ige low  3-2574. Reading room. Open 
da ily . 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

N fcW  F O R K  C IT Y  {ltq .> — 116 U n ive r­
s ity  l ’lace. lG iono GR 5-8149.

t tA R L E r f—-lCfe W . l iO  S t., R fn ..23, 
Rhone MO 2-186G. Opën discussion, 
F rid a y , 8 p.m . V, v-

BR O N X— H un ts  P o in t Palace, ;$53 
Southern B lvd  ; Room! 25. E ve ry  I l r i *  
n ig h t a t 8:30 p.m .

B R O O K LY N —635 FiYlton S i  PhtinRj
ST 3-7433. ’ „

C ttfaLsfcd t— 130 W . 23rd S t, Phon« 
A L  5-2488. • ,

O A K L A N D  (C ril.) — 1408 W é b s te i.

P in L A Ö E L P lt tA  —  3 803-05 W . G lra r«  
Ave., 2nd f l .  Phone Sleverisim 4-5820. 
Open d a ily . Fo rum , F r i . ,  8 p.m . • '

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F i f t h  Ave., 2nd fl«  
Forum s 2nd F r l .  each m onth . M a rx is t 
clasâ 4 p.m . every Sat. Meètlriffs eVôr$5 
Thurs.. 7:30 p.m .

SAN FR AN CISCO — 1739 F ü lfo o re  A ve ., 
4th f l .  Phone F I  6-0410. D a ily  éxeept
Sim., 12-4:30 p.m.

S E A T T L E —M aynard  B ldg ., Jst Aye.* 
R . 201. So. & W ash ing ton. Te l. M a in  >278. 
Mon. th rough  Sat., 12-5 p .m . B ra nch  
meeting. F r i. ,  8 p .ril. L ib ra ry^  boöfcstore,

ST. L O t lS —Jeffe rsoh and L a fa y e tte  
Avo., U n ited  H a lls , H a l l  No. 8. M i li ta n t
Forum s. Thurs., 7 :30-10 p.m . . :
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The 'Trust-Busting’ Fraud

P ra c tic a lly  a ll c a p ita lis t po litic ian s  look ing  fo r  
popu la r support t r y  th e ir  hand a t the “ tru s t  bust­
in g ”  game. They reca ll the days when cap ita lism  
was young, and com petition was its  w ay o f life . 
They see, qu ite  co rrectly , th a t ca p ita lis t democ­
racy  belongs to  the era o f com petition, and th a t 
m onopoly puts a p o lit ic a l s tra it ja c k e t as w e ll as 
an economic squeeze on the  people. B u t the big 
s tick  they wave so th re a te n in g ly  a t the trus ts , is 
o n ly  s o ft foam  rubber.

Take Senator O’Mahoney o f W yom ing, and his 
g 'rtic le in  the A p r i l Reader’s D igest. “ Is  B ig  B us i­
ness Too B ig ? ”  is the t it le .  H is  answer is “ yes.”

He te lls  w h a t happened to the dim e pack o f 
c igare ttes, k ille d  by the tobacco tru s t, and gives 
some h is to ry . “ A t  the tu rn  o f the cen tu ry ,”  he 
says, the tobacco in d u s try  was “ h ig h ly  com peti­
tive . Soon, by m erger and consolidation, the b ig  
fe llow s  g o t b ig  enough to  sw allow  up o r squeeze 
ou t the l i t t le  fe llow s. They so com ple te ly con­
tro lle d  and m onopolized the m arke t th a t, in  1911, 
the ‘Tobacco T ru s t ’ was dissolved as a re s u lt o f 
federa l ac tion .”
'J I f  governm ent tru s t-b u s tiiig  was rea l, th a t 
-should have fixed  up the S ituation. B u t w ha t hap­
pened ?
; “ B y  1940, however, the B ig  Three had become 

■ so b ig  th a t each o f these companies, by  its e lf, 
was la rg e r than the Tobacco T ru s t had been. 
A g a in  the  U . S. governm ent b rough t s u it fo r  
m onopo lis tic  practices. . .. bu t th is  did no t stop 
the B ig  Three’s g ro w th .”

_  Some independent enterprisers s tarted  to pu t 
p u t th e ir  cheaper c iga re ttes , and won 25% o f the 
m arke t. The m onopolists cu t prices on th e ir  own 
brands to  below cost, bankrupted th e ir  com peti­
to rs , then p ro m p tly  raised prices to  the o rig in a l 
■levels —  and higher. L e t O’Mahonpy continue:

“ W hen the "Government's s u it was b ro ug h t in  
1940, the B ig  Three did  less than 68% o f the coun­
t r y ’s c igare tte  business. B y  1948 they  were do­
ing  86%.”

He says th a t th is  is no exception. “ Three m illing- 
corpora tions produce 38% o f a ll f lo u r  consumed 
in the U n ited  States; three m eat-packing com­
panies produce 43% o f a ll processed m eat; three 
d a iry  companies produce 44% o f a ll condensed 
and evaporated m ilk  and 63% o f a ll cheese,”  and 
son on.

“ In  heavy industries, B ig  Business seems to 
have taken over even more com plete ly. Three 
corporations in each o f the fo llo w in g  fie lds  p ro­
duce fro m  66% ‘to 91% o f the to ta l ou tpu t: chem­
icals, w indow  glass, fa rm  tractors', rubber tires , 
copper, t in  cans, passenger automobiles, p r im a ry  
a lum inum .”

O’Mahoney doesn’t  exp la in  w hy the tru s t-b u s t­
ing  fa iled  to h a lt th e ir  g row th . He can’t, because 
to do so he would have to adm it th a t monopoly 
is the purpose and the na tu ra l outcome o f cap ita l­
is t  com petition ; and th a t the governm ent serves 
the cap ita lis ts , not the masses o f people robbed 
by monopolies.

Unable to take th a t leap, he fa lls  f la t  on his 
face, begs fo r  ju s t  a “ c o n s titu tio n ”  to govern 
business practices, and denies th a t he m eant w ha t 
he said before.

“ The extension and s treng then ing  of economic 
democracy,”  he concludes, “ does no t mean th a t 
the modern in d u s tr ia l o rgan iza tion  should be 
scrapped o r B ig  Business atomized. . . B u t eco- 
nom ic democracy requires business th a t is more 
responsive to  the social and economic needs 
o f the people.”

T h a t’s like  ask ing a m an-hungry t ig e r  to chew 
his v ic tim  more sensitive ly.

Senators Go A-Slumming

D u rin g  the debate la s t week in the Senate on 
how sm all they could make the housing program  
w ith o u t los ing too m any votes come ne x t election, 
a recess was called to  p e rm it fo u r Senators to  go 
"s lu m m in g ”  in an area fo u r  blocks fro m  the 
•Capitol.
'  I t  seems th a t among the l i t t le  a lley-w ays w ith in  
sm e lling  distance o f C ap ito l H i l l  and the Senate 
office bu ild ing  human beings are liv in g , as m any 
as ten to a .12-foot-square room, in w h a t arc as 
crowded and squalid slums as can be found in 
the U n ited  States.

How  the Senators fa ile d  to notice th is  before, 
p a r tic u la r ly  when the w ind  was in the r ig h t  d i­
rection, rem ains a m ystery. Possibly, the p o litica l 
odor in W ashington so rt o f desensitized sena­
to r ia l organs o f sm ell to  lesser stenches.
- One o f the Senators said fo llo w in g  the to u r —  
“ qu ick  to u r”  the papers a ll w ro te  th a t “ I  had 
to  scrub m yse lf a fte rw a rd s .”  The poor people, 
m ostly  Negroes b u t some whites, who are forced 
to  live  in  these a lley  slums, have a hard tim e do­
in g  even th a t. M ost o f the dw e llings  in  S ho tt’s 
A lle y , “ P leasant C o u rt”  and o ther places v is ited  
by  the Senators have no ru n n in g  w a te r and on ly  
outside to ile ts . They took a hasty gander in to  one 
house where 13 people are forced to sleep in  three 
beds in  tw o rooms, ligh te d  on ly  by an oil lam p,

heated by- a coal stove in  the k itchen and w ith  
to ile t  and run n ing  w a te r ou t in  the back yard, 
w h ich was heaped w ith  rubbish and garbage. 
Seems the D. C. garbage and rubbish collection 
ha rd ly  ever gets around to the a lleyw ays where 
the poor live.

Now, these W ashington slums aren’t  rea lly  
news, except maybe to  Senators, or maybe on ly 
when Senators decide to  take a l i t t le  ja u n t fo u r 
blocks away and ge t themselves photographed 
s n iff in g  in to  garbage heaps. There have been 
a ll k inds o f rep o rts  over the years describ ing 
these slums.

S till the Senatoria l s lum m ing p a r ty  re turned 
w ith  th e ir  noses w rink le d , fu l l  o f ind igna tion  and 
op in ing  th a t these pestholes in which some 
Am ericans are forced to  live  are a “ na tiona l d is­
grace.”  Som ething had to  be done about it .

I t  was. The vijYy nex t day, in  fac t. Some gov­
ernm ent men came around and tacked eviction 
notices on 30 houses in  S ho tt’s A lle y . The res i­
dents weren’t  to ld  where else they could go —  
no prov is ion  was made fo r  th a t. B u t you can’t  
stop the Senate once i t  has a m ind to s lum -clear­
ance. A nd r ig h t  where those 30 fa m ilie s  are go­
in g  to be kicked out, there is go ing to  rise  a nice, 
new, b r ig h t Senate O ffice  B u ild ing . W ith  inside 
to ile ts  too, we hear.

Whom to Investigate ?

One o f the sure signs o f a social system in 
c ris is  is the pe rs is ten t a ttack  upon freedom  o f 
th o u g h t and .expression, p a r tic u la r ly  in  education­
a l in s titu tio n s . E ve ry  reactionary , stand-pa t, s ta ­
tus-quo, obscurantis t elem ent o f society quivers 
w ith  fe a r lest any rea l o r possible teaching, d is­
cussion and study o f c o n flic tin g  social theories 
and p o lit ic a l philosophies take place.

The U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago and Roosevelt Col­
lege are now under f ir e  fro m  these elements, 
represented by the Broyles Commission o f the 
I ll in o is  Leg is la tu re . Haunted by the specter o f 
“ com m unism ,”  these le g is la tive  Sherlock Holmeses 
are w orried  about “ dangerous”  text-books, s tu ­
dents and teachers, and have set out to  hunt 
down the insid ious forces unde rm in ing  the sanc­
t i t y  of- the home, the m ora ls o f the younger gen­
era tion  and the ve ry  fa b ric  o f “ Am erican democ­
ra c y ”  its e lf.
.j W ho are these men th a t have arroga ted to them ­
selves the r ig h t  to decide upon an in ves tig a tion  
o f  tw o  p riva te  educational in s titu tio n s  in  the 
state o f I llin o is ?  Some fa c ts  about one o f the 
num erous unsavory leg is la tive  characters “ p ro ­
te c tin g ”  the “ A m erican W a y”  w ill provide a 
clue. Take James J. Adduci, fo r  example. Leader 
o f  the  notorious Adduci Bloc in the Leg is la tu re , 
he is Republican representa tive  fo r  the 2nd leg is ­
la tiv e  d is tr ic t  o f Chicago. D u rin g  a movie oper­
a to rs ’ s tr ik e  in 1930, Adduci was arrested in con­
nection w ith  movie the a tre  bombings. In  1932 
he was arrested and in te rrog a ted  reg a rd ing  a 
k idnapp ing . A  year la te r, Adduci was arrested

w ith  the in fam ous W ill ie  B io ff,  A1 Capone “ la ­
bor specia lis t,”  in  connection w ith  s trong -a rm  
incursions in to  the p o u ltry  hand lers’ union. In  
1933 he was also picked up on a vag rancy charge. 
In  1934, Adduci made h is  p o lit ic a l debut, run n ing  
fo r  the S tate Le g is la tu re  aga inst an incum bent 
who, according to  the Chicago Sun-Tim es, “ had 
served tw o  term s in  the Assem bly w ith  c re d it”  
bu t “ suddenly q u it the race ju s t before e lection.”

A dduc i’s “ leadership”  in  the 2nd d is tr ic t  was 
challenged by W illia m  John G ranata in  1942. 
G ranata los j. In  1944 the d is tr ic t  broke ou t in to  
“ p o lit ic a l”  gang w a rfa re ; violence, in tim id a ­
tio n  and k idnappings fo llow ed. G overnor Green 
th re w  a s o ft state job  to G ranata and, w ro te  the 
Sun-Tim es, “ persuaded him  no t to  t r y  to  unseat 
Adduci again.”  B y  1948 G rana ta ’s p o lit ic a l s ta r 
had risen to  the po in t where he was scheduled 
to run  as Republican candidate fo r  c le rk  o f the 
c irc u it court. In  tru e  Capone fash ion, G ranata 
was “ bumped o f f ”  in Chicago’s Loop d is tr ic t  two 
weeks before the election.

Adduci is  on ly  one o f m any in  the I ll in o is  Leg­
is la tu re  whose sordid personal and p o lit ic a l rec­
ord can be detailed. Y e t, by an a lm ost unanimous 
vote in both houses o f the Leg is la tu re , Adduci 
and his i lk  have decided to spend thousands o f 
tax -paye r do lla rs  to investiga te  “ dangerous”  doc­
trines  and “ subversive”  ind iv idua ls  and groups 
in  the two Chicago in s titu tio n s  o f h igher learn ing . 
Really, is  there any doubt as to  who should be 
investigated ?

Notes from the News
N E W  D IS C O V E R Y  —  A tto rn e y  Genera] C la rk ’s 

la te s t additions to his “ subversive”  l is t  include 
the 44-year old In d u s tr ia l W orkers o f the W orld  
as an o rgan iza tion  w h ich seeks “ to a lte r  the fo rm  
o f  governm ent o f the U n ited  States by unconstitu ­
tion a l means.”

$  *  *  ,
G E T T IN G  R E A D Y  FOR FR AN C O  —  The U. S.

de legation to  the U N  is reported ready to  take 
the  f ir s t  open step tow a rd  g e ttin g  toge ther w ith  
F ranco by suppo rting  the repeal o f a ban on the 
adm ission o f the fasc is t Spanish reg im e to U N  
specialized agencies.

*  *  *

T H A K IN  SOE J A IL E D  —  The Associated
Press, re p o rtin g  on the c iv il w a r in  B urm a, says 
th a t  the S ta lin is ts  have ja ile d  T hak in  Soc, leader 
o f the  Red F la g  Com m unists (said to be T ro ts k y ­
is t ) ,  in  the S ta lin is t-co n tro lled  section o f the 
Country.

*  *  *
■ F E P C  P U T  F IR S T  —  The N A A C P  has decided 

t6" g ive  top p r io r ity  in  its  le g is la tive  program  
to  e ffo r ts  to enact FEPC  leg is la tion . P rev ious ly  
the  N A A C P  had considered a n ti- lyn ch in g , a n t i­
p o ll tax , an ti-seg rega tion  and FE P C  b ills  a ll o f 
equal im portance. FEPC  w il l  be placed f i r s t  fro m  
now on, a lthough the o ther item s w i l l  no t be ne­
glected, says Secretary W a lte r W hite .

*  *  *

L IV IN G  COSTS U P  A G A IN  —  F o r the f i r s t  
t im e  in  f iv e  months, the Bureau o f Labor S ta tis - . 
tics  reports  a rise  in  l iv in g ’ costs fo r  the  m onth

ending M arch 15. The average increase was .3%, 
bu t food rose 1%. Rents, miscellaneous goods and 
services w ent up, bu t apparel and housefurnish- 
ings continued to decline.

* *
U S IN G  T H E IR  O W N  E Q U IP M E N T  —  The

Com m unication W orkers  o f A m erica, independ­
en t union, charges th a t the B e ll subsid iary, P ac ific  
Telephone and Telegraph, has been tap p in g  te le ­
phone w ires in CW A offices in Seattle and Tacoma, 
Wash., and even in the homes o f some union o f f i ­
cers and members.

* * *
W IT C H -H U N T  PROCEEDS —  The New Y o rk  

Board o f Regents has already set up a special 
com m ittee to w ork ou t means o f im p lem enting  
the recently-s igned Fe inberg  Law  which requires 
the purge o f a ll teachers be longing to “ subver­
sive”  organ izations.

*  *  *
A N D  W H O  A P P O IN T E D  H IM ?  —  Congress­

man Adam  C layton Powell J r. doesn’t  th in k  Paul 
Robeson is q u a lified  to speak fo r  A m erican N e­
groes when he says they would no t w a n t to  f ig h t  
against the Soviet Union. B u t Pow ell th in ks  th a t 
he (P ow ell) is qua lified  to speak fo r  them  when 
he says: “ In  the event o f w a r a t any tim e  aga inst 
any one we w il l  do o u r p a rt, in so fa r as i t  does 
not co n flic t w ith  ou r in d iv idua l re lig iou s  beliefs 
o r conscience. . . in  the ho u r o f c ris is  we w ill 
be loya l to  our nation , rese rv ing  the r ig h t,  how­
ever, to  c ritic ize  con s tru c tive ly  as we did in  
W orld  W a r I  and W orld  W a r 11.”

65,000 Ford Workers Vote 
To Strike Against Speedup
SENATOR PAUL DOUGLAS 
"RISING STAR OF ILLINOIS”

By f .  Meyer
The movement of politics is very rapid these days. Take 

Senator Paul Douglas. To illustrate the vicissitudes of his Sena­
torial career so far. hefe is an extract from the Negro press:

In  T lie ir Oivn Backyard

“ G reat th ings were expected o f 
M r. Douglas. He was a respected 
member o f the fa c u lty  o f the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f Chicago. He had served 
w ith  d is tinc tio n  in Chicago’s C ity  
Council. He had fo u g h t g a lla n tly  
in  W orld  W ar I I  w ith  the M arines. 
He had taken a noble and aggres­
sive pre-election stand fo r  c iv il 
r ig h ts . He was the toas t o f the 
m ino ritie s . In  h im  they placed 
th e ir  fa ith  and hope. B u t lo and 
behold! Senator Douglas has fa l­
len, even as Lu c ife r, the son o f 
the m orn ing, fe l l  fro m  the p in ­
nacles o f heaven down in to  the 
nether reg ions.”

EA R N S  R U S S E LL ’S P R A IS E  
How fe l l  th is  fa ke r so fa s t and 

so fu r io u s ly  and whom has he d is­
appointed ? To begin w ith , the 
Negro people. D u rin g  the debate 
on the f il ib u s te r  Douglas said on 
the Senate flo o r, “ We are not 
proposing to abolish segregation 
in the South. We are no t propos­
ing to  abolish i t  in housing or in 
federal aid fo r  education. We are 
not proposing to  abolish i t  in  the 
schools.”

Then w h a t in  the name of 
heaven did President T rum an p ro ­
pose to the w o rld  and the country, 
not m ere ly the Negro people, d u r­
ing  the la s t elections ? B e tte r 
s t ill ,  w ha t did Douglas propose?

Douglas also took i t  upon h im ­
se lf to repeat the hoary  old con­
fusion wh ich w ith in  recent years 
has been d ropp ing  ou t o f the vo­
cabu lary o f even an ti-N e g ro  p o li­
tic ians.

“ In  answer to  Senator Russell 
of Georgia, S ir ,”  said Douglas, “ I  
am' no t in s is tin g  th a t in  the so­
c ia l re la tions th a t men have w ith  
each other they m ust be forced to 
m ing le .”

No wonder the Senator from  
Georgia made a special p o in t o f 
thank ing  “ the r is in g  s ta r o f I l ­
lino is ”  fo r  his reac tiona ry  sta te­
ment. A Negro co lum n is t com­
ments: “ Th is . . . expression was 
no t expected to fa l l  fro m  the lips 
o f our erud ite  and distinguished 
professor. C e rta in ly  em anating 
fr<*n S enator Douglas i t  p rec ip i­
tated shock, d is illus ion  and dis­
gust.”

ON H O U S IN G  B IA S  
W hat was p a r tic u la r ly  annoy­

ing  to Negroes was th a t Douglas 
had prev ious ly  made a pro -N egro 
gesture by appo in ting  a Negro 
woman as one o f his secretaries. 
I t  seems th a t w ith  a lo t  o f these 
Dem ocratic P a rty  le ft-w in g  Sen­
ators the c iv il r ig h ts  p rogram  is 
to be applied on ly in  th e ir  s ta ff  
offices. The Chicago Negro sup­
p o rte rs  o f Dougias are b it te r  a t 
th is  hypocrisy and the cheapness 
o f th is  p o litica l gesture.

Then las t week Senator B ric k e r 
o f Ohio, Republican, tr ie d  to 
wreck the housing b ill in  the Sen­
ate by proposing to add t?o i t  a 
clause p ro h ib it in g  rac ia l segre­
ga tion  in housing. Douglas took 
i t  upon h im se lf to  show th a t to 
vote fo r  the amendment would 
mean no housing b ill.  He “ re a f­
firm ed th a t he believed in the 
P resident’s c iv il r ig h ts  p rog ram .”  
He “ wanted to  face [ th a t ]  issue 
square ly.”  He “ deplored”  the con­
duct o f the Southerners. B u t he 
wanted housing fo r  fo u r  m illio n  
people, and as B ric k e r was ob­
v io us ly  t r y in g  to  w reck the b ill 
by th is  clause, ” he would vote 
aga inst it .

W ayne Morse associated h im ­
se lf w ith  Douglas, and H u be rt 
H um phrey, needless to say, c ra w l­
ed ra p id ly  in to  the same hole.

H um phrey and Douglas o f 
course bear the m ain respons ib ili­
ty  in  the 81st Congress fo r  a ll 
blows th a t have fa lle n  and w i l l  
fa ll upon the T rum an program , 
ren t con tro l, T a f t-H a r t le y  repeal, 
etc., in  the Senate. They bear the 
resp on s ib ility  because these “ le f t ­
is ts ”  by th e ir  cap itu la tion  on the 
c iv il r ig h ts  issue made i t  c lear 
to a ll th a t they are no t go ing  to 
make any serious f ig h t  on A N Y  
issue. •

H E  W HO  Y IE L D S
I t  m ust be said, however, th a t 

Douglas, here as in the f ilib u s te r  
debate, uses a p a r tic u la r ly  nau­
seating brand o f po litica l camou­
flage —  Douglas in  th is  debate 
had the g a ll to  say th a t the N o rth  
was nb t free  fro m  d isc rim ina tion  
and the re fo re  should no t c ritic ize  
the South too s trong ly . He quoted: 
“ Judge no t les t ye be judged.”  

W hat more could any rab id  
Southern^senator w a n t fro m  the 
“rising star of Illinois” ?

He pounded the desk and ad­
dressed the Southern senators: 
“ You should g ive a l i t t le ,  too. You 
should no t be so uny ie ld ing  on 
c iv il r ig h ts .”

W hat a m iserable c raw ling  
worm th is  is ! The Southern sen­
ato rs should not be so unyie ld ing . 
B u t since they pers is t in  being 
“ uny ie ld ing ,”  then Douglas yie lds 
—  w ith  ham m ering o f the table.

B u t i t  is not on ly  h is f is t  th a t 
he beat upon the table. He beat 
his head too. B efore he sat down 
he observed th a t he had probably 
succeeded “ in  g e ttin g  everyone 
angry and c u ttin g  [h is ]  own p o li­
tica l th ro a t from  ear to  ear.”

W rong again, Senator Douglas. 
You have not offended “ every­
body.”  The Southern reactionaries 
have recognized in you a friend , 
have no doubt about th is . A nd 
T rum an and B ark ley and the 
Dem ocratic leaders also have a l­
ready recognized in you a man of 
a b ility  —  a b ility  to ta lk  b ig  o u t­
side and w in  votes, and craw l on 
your be lly  and beat your head 
on the table inside Congress.

P E O P LE  A R E  L E A R N IN G
T h a t is a valuable type these 

days fo r  c a p ita lis t po litica l p a r­
ties. I t  is a type th a t cuts th roa ts  
a ll r ig h t. B u t i t  is  the th roa ts  o f 
Negroes, w orkers, And others 
which are in  danger fro m  these 
th roa t-cu tte rs .

I t  m ust be said, however, th a t 
the people are be ing given every 
op p o rtu n ity  to educate themselves 
as to the rea l p o lit ic a l character 
o f one who, the h ighe r his stock 
rises inside the Senate, the low er 
i t  fa lls  outside; who is called the 
“ r is in g  s ta r o f I ll in o is ”  inside the 
Senate and L u c ife r  outside o f i t ;  
who is excoriated by the Negro 
people and praised by Georgian 
Senators. A l l  th is  Douglas has 
done in less than fo u r  months. He 
is c e rta in ly  m oving fas t.

Councilman Connolly 
Hits Kutcher Purge

N E W  Y O R K  —  C ity  Council­
man Eugene P. Connolly, leader 
o f the A m erican Labor P a rty , 
has notified  the K u tch e r C iv il 
R ights Com m ittee th a t he is 
“ very glad to jo in  others in 
p ro te s ting ”  aga inst the v ic tim iz a ­
tion  o f James Kutcher, wh ich he 
describes as “ one o f the most 
vicious examples o f the w o rk ­
ings o f a so-called ‘ lo y a lty  oa th ’ 
procedure.”

“ This case and a ll the others,V 
he continued, “ are a s ta r t lin g  ex­
ample o f the fa c t th a t we have 
already lost some o f our demo­
cracy. 'There can, o f course, be 
no genuine democracy when peo­
ple are d iscrim ina ted  aga inst be­
cause o f th e ir  po litica l o r r e l ig i­
ous beliefs, o r na tiona l o r ig in  or 
color. Democracy is not some­
th in g  you can compromise w ith  f  
and keep.”

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D , 111.) led some o f his colleagues on 
a tou r o f the slums in th e ir own backyard. T a lk in g  to a resident 
o f these slums ju s t s ix blocks from  the Capito l bu ild ing  are (I. to 
r .)  Senators Theodore T . Green (D , R. I .) ,  Douglas and W ayne 
Morse (R, O re.). Soon a fte rw a rd , the Senate passed an inadequate 
slum clearance and housing b ill.  F o r an account o f w ha t happened 
to these slum -dwellers, see Joseph K e lle r ’s s to ry  on th is  page. 
F o r a study o f the Douglas brand o f “ libe ra lism ,”  sec J. M eyer’s 
s tory.

FIRST OAKLAND SWP CAMPAIGN 
BRINGS ENCOURAGING RESULTS

O A K L A N D — In the C ity  Coun­
cil p rim a ry  elections held A p r il 
19, Filom ena Goelman, the SWP 
candidate fo r Councilman - a t - 
Lhrge, received 2,054 votes. She 
ran e igh th and was on ly 12 votes 
short o f seventh place in the nine- 
man race fo r th is  Council seat. 
H e r vote represented 3.4% o f the 
to ta l vote in an election m arked 
by the apathy and ind iffe rence  of 
the great m a jo r ity  of* O akland’s 
workers.

The fu l l  significance o f the 
Goelman vote can be appreciated 
when contrasted w ith  the vote o f 
the “ labor - endorsed”  candidates. 
Thus F ra n k  L in n o tti, who had 
the o ffic ia l support o f the A F L  
and one w ing  o f the CIO, go t on ly 
5,618 botes. The S ta lin is t - en­
dorsed candidate, W illia m  F inn, 
received 7,017 votes. F inn  was 
perhaps the on ly o ther candidate 
c a rry in g  on an aggressive cam­
paign, which included the tea ring  
down o f SWP election poster's. 
Nevertheless, in m any w o rk ing  
class precin ts, F ilom ena Goelman 
ran neck and neck w ith  F inn  and 
in a few , even ahead.

T h is was the f irs t  SW P cam­
paign in Oakland and the p a r ty ’s 
candidate was the youngest ever 
to  run in an election here. But 
the p a rty  succeeded in g e ttin g  a 
fa ir  degree o f p u b lic ity  both in 
the ca p ita lis t and labo r press. On 
three occasions the Oakland T r i ­
bune discussed the differences 
between the S ta lin is ts  and T ro t­
sky is ts  in its  colum ns; th is  was 
in addition to a dozen o ther 
references to the SWP candidate. 
The East Bay Labor Journa l, o f- 
f ic 'a l A F L  paper, discussed the 
SWP candidate a num ber o f

Unemployment- High 
In Maritime Unions

A na tion-w ide survey by the 
N a tiona l Federation o f A m e ri­
can S h ipp ing showed th a t on ly 
79,000 members o f a ll the 
m aritim e  unions were em ploy- 
sd last F ebruary .

In  A p r i l the GIO N a tiona l 
M a ritim e  Union reported th a t 
at least h a lf  o f its  47,000 
ducs-pa.ving members are on 
the beach because o f unem ­
ploym ent. S im ila r reports  were 
made by the o ther m a ritim e  
unions.

D E T R O IT , A p r i l 27 —  B y a 
seven to  one m a jo rity  the 65,000 
members o f Ford R iver Rouge 
Local 600 U A W -C IO  voted fo r  
s tr ik e  action against the speedup 
in the Ford M o to r Company. 
E a r lie r  in  the week members of 
Ford L inco ln  Local 900 also voted 
ove rw he lm ing ly  fo r  s tr ik e  action.

The Company in both cases has 
been charged w ith  an inhum an 
speedup and a rb itra ry  d is regard  
o f fo rm e r production com m it­
ments made to the union. Tom m y 
Thompson, president o f Local 
000, stated th a t the norma) d a ily  
scheduling in “ B ”  bu ild ing  a t 
Rouge ca lls fo r  240 cars, but the 
actual o u tp u t runs five to  ten 
cars over th is  figu re . A1 V a len ti, 
president, o f Local 900, estim ated 
the speedup a t F ord  a t an even 
h igh e r figu re  o f 10%.

B u t in spite o f thé  b road ly ex­
pressed sen tim ent o f the F ord  
w orkers fo r  v igorous and im ­
mediate action aga inst the speed­
up, any s tr ik e  w i l l  be held up 
pending au tho riza tion  fro m  the 
In te rn a tion a l E xecutive Board o f 
the U A W . D e tro it  newspapers 
and com m entators are fre e ly  
p re d e tin g  th a t no s tr ik e  au­
tho riza tio n  w il l  be fo rthcom ing . 
B u t tha t, on the con tra ry , “ a ll 
avenues o f peaceable ne go tia tio n ”  
w i l l  be “ fu l ly  exp lored.”

T h is despite the fa c t th a t the 
Ford  Company has a lready broken 
a negotiated production  agree­
ment. The excuse fo r  W ithho ld­
ing au tho riza tion  w i l l  rep o rted ly  
be th a t any s tr ike  now would 
jeopardize con tract nego tia tions 
scheduled to begin M ay 15.

M O RE LA Y O F F S
M eanwhile some 8,000 D e tro it 

auto w orkers  have been la id  o f f  
as a resu lt o f the s tr ik e  o f 7,500 
U A W -C IO  members a t the Bendix 
A v ia tio n  C orpora tion , S o u t h  
Bend, Ind. T h is  s tr ik e  action was 
taken on A p r i l 20 a f te r  the 
Bendix C orpo ra tion  refused to 
re ins ta te  47 w orkers  fired  be­
cause o f the speedup. The un ion 
is dem anding:

1. F u ll re ins ta tem en t o f the 
47 fired  w orkers.

2. Guaranteed take-hom e pay 
fo r  ce rta in  employees o f the 
brake shoe departm ent.

3. D ism issal o f the corpora­
t io n ’s s u it aga inst the un ion fo r  
“ damages”  fro m  the alleged 
slowdown.

Recently over 1,000 members 
o f U A W  Local 154 dem onstrated 
before an office o f the M ich igan 
Unem ploym ent Commission de­
m anding unem ploym ent paym ents. 
The Hudson M o to r Car C orpora­
tion  has fo llow ed a co ld ly  ca l­
culated po licy  o f opera ting  ba re ly  
15-20 hours a week. B y  th is  ta c tic  
the Hudson w orkers  have been 
deprived o f compensation. Mean­
w h ile  the com pany has in s titu te d  
a m a jo r speedup. M any Hudson 
w o fke rs  have, been th ro w n  ‘on 
c ity  re lie f ro lls  and p riv a te  
cha rities .

M any local union o ffice rs  have 
requested action by the R eutherite  
In te rn a tion a l E xecu tive  B o a r d  
against the calcula ted speedup 
which has h it  every m a jo r auto 
plant in D e tro it. These appeals 
fo r action have been, w ith  few  
exceptions, met by stony silence 
or o u tr ig h t denunciations o f the 
“ lazy m em bership.”  As a resu lt 
o f th is  cow ard ly  po licy m any of 
the more outspoken union mem­
bers are being v ic tim ized.

Upturn Forecasts Prove False
By John G. W righ t

The E aster season was sure to 
b ring  w ith  it an up tu rn  in p ro­
duction, em ployment ail'd sales, 
so said a ll the prom inent govern­
ment and business prognostica­
tors. The lateness o f Easter ac­
counted, in th e ir  opin ion, fo r the 
delay o f th is  up tu rn  which 
“ no rm a lly ”  docs come th is  tim e 
o f the year. The Easter season 
has come and gone. The Pollyan- 
nas have been proved w rong on 
a ll counts.

Instead o f increasing, Easter 
le ta il sales flopped, and ra the r 
resounding ly  so. There is no 
noticeable im provem ent, apart 
fro m  a g ricu ltu re , in em ploym ent. 
Tbe increase o f jobless, w h ile  no t 
so steep as in  Janua ry  and Feb­
ru a ry , c o n t i n u e d  th roughou t 
M arch and A p r il.  On the other 
band, sho rte r w ork weeks and 
cutbacks have become more p ro ­
nounced, extending to  the fie ld o f 
m etals and leav ing  autos as the 
sole s trong  sector in production 
today.

Rose-colored glasses are being 
discarded by m any who had 
prev ious ly  donned them. In  its  
A p r i l 23 w eekly rev iew , the 
Wall Street Journal, conservative

financia l da ily , g lu m ly  concludes 
th a t “ the fa c t is c lear th a t there 
has been som eth ing more than a 
la te Easton to account fo r  the 
sluggishness o f the sp ring  buy­
ing season.”  T rum an ’s Economic 
Board o f Advisers, w h ich has 
been busy te llin g  everybody no t 
to w o rry , is now its e lf  w o rried  
enough to conduct an emergency 
po ll o f key enterprises to find 
o u t 'th e ir  p riva te  opin ion on ju s t 
w ha t th is  “ som eth ing m ore”  is 
n a s itua tion  th a t is un fo ld ing  

at a ra te  they never expected.
The break in m etals has caught 

by surp rise  those who are closest 
to the in du s try  and have the 
m ost cu rre n t fac ts  a t th e ir  f in g e r­
tips . E a r ly  th is  year the au­
th o rita tiv e  jo u rn a l o f the steel 
in du s try , Iron  Age, estim ated tha t 
fu l l  p roduction would continue 
u n t il the m iddle o f the yea r and 
possib ly la te r. Las t week Iron  
Age revised th is  estim ate, con­
ceding th a t the steel shortage 
was de fin itive ly  ended and th a t 
some steel products fade condi­
tions o f “ oversupply.”  The other 
metals, zinc, copper, lead, etc., 
are deep in the doldrum s already.

In  addition to  spreading price 
cuts and cut backs in both tbe

l ig h t  and heavy industries, the 
season o f the expected up tu rn  
brought w ith  i t  the beginn ing o f 
la rge scale liqu ida tion  o f inven­
tories. P a rtic ip a tin g  are shell 
g iant m anufacture rs o f home ap­
pliances and General E le c tric  and 
W estinghouse.

G N E  STRONG PROP O N LY
A s tr ik in g  ind ica tion  o f how 

widespread th is  movement o f 
i.qu ida tion  is becoming is the 
spectacular drop o f one b illio n  
do lla rs in ou tstand ing bank loans 
to commerce and in d u s try , a con­
siderable po rtion  o f which had 
been used to  finance the ac­
cum ulation o f  inventories. I t  s t i l l  
rem ains unknown w hether there 
has been a corresponding drop in 
inventories, which fro m  las t re ­
ports  s t i l l  rem ained at the $55 
b illion  m ark.

The one b r ig h t spot in an o the r­
wise u n ifo rm ly  da rk  p ic tu re  is 
the autom otive  in dus try , o r more 
accurate ly, the low er priced cars. 
How m any m ore Chevrolets, 
Fords and P lym ouths w i l l  the 
m arke t be able to  absorb? No 
one kno w s.. Those who had 
estim ated e a rly  th is  year th a t i t  
w ould ta ie  fro m  fo u r  to  seven'

m illio n  m ore cars to g lu t  the 
ou tle ts  have been obviously 
proved ove r-op tim is tic . The au­
th o rita tiv e  auto spokesmen s t i l l  
foresee no d 'ffic u lt ie s  whatever, 
a t least .not u n t il J u ly  o r A ugust, 
th a t is, not u n til fro m  tw o to 
-three m illio n  new cars have been 
produced. T h e ir guess m ay prove 
correct. Chances now are th a t 
they m ay be caught by surprise 
as happened in steel and m etals 
genera lly .

In  any case, th is  c o u n try ’s 
economy which on ly a fe w  weeks 
ago seemed to re s t securely on 
-two strong  props —  m etals and 
auto —  is now le ft  hang ing  by  
on ly  one. On its  s treng th  o r 
weakness d ire c tly  depends the 
scope and speed a t w h ich the 
fiverm onths old decline w il l  p ro ­
ceed in the nex t period.

Those who have been dism issing 
eve ry th ing  th a t has happened 
since las t October as a mere 
re tu rn  to “ no rm a lcy”  are not even, 
w h is tlin g  in  the dark. They sim ply, 
do not know what they are ta lk ­
in g  about. B a rrin g  a sudden s h ift  
to fu ll-sca le  w a r economy, thè 
sharpest breaks in  th is  cou n try ’s 
economic l i fe  lie  no t behind bu t 
are s t i l l  to  come.

By R u th  Johnson

By Joseph K e lle r

By Sam Taylor

tim es; a week before the election 
i t  p rin ted  in fu l l  he r a ttack on 
the A F L  endorsements.

The SW P cam paign centered 
on three main issues: a 30-hour 
week at 40 hours pay; a genuine 
FE P C ; a Labor P a rty  and Labor 
C ity  Council in  Oakland. Special 
lea fle ts  issued to the unemployed 
and to  trade un io tiis ts  on these 
issues were w a rm ly  received. A 
s trong  im pact was made by the 
SWP candidate in the Negro 
c im m u n ity ; i t  is  estim ated tha t 
she received a t least 10% o f the 
to ta l Negro vote in  th is  election.

The SWP cam paign was also 
m arked by a h igh degree o f active 
support from  the p a r ty ’s con­
tacts and sym path izers. One, who 
works s ix  days a week, used his 
Sundays o f f  fo r  the purpose o f 
h ir in g  a car a t h is own expense 
to campaign fo r  the SW P candi­
date. W ith  such a successful cam­
pa ign conducted in thq  m ids t o f 
the bosses’ p ro -w a r an ti-red  drive , 
the Oakland SWP seems sure to 
grow  in numbers and influence.


