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Fight for Socialism W ill Go On, 
Says Dobbs in Final Radio Appeal

W ith this column your cam
paign manager signs off. And 
le t me tell you, he does i t  in a 
happy mood. I t  was a grand cam
paign from start to finish and I 
know I  speak fo r every campaign 
worker from here to Seattle and 
back when I say we shall ever 
look back on this campaign with 
the warmest feelings of pride and 
achievement.

When the campaign was firs t 
proposed, many viewed i t  as “ im
possible.”  Well, we did the im
possible — and we did it  well. 
We cracked the iron curtain of 
silence against us in the press 
and radio. I  say “ we" did i t  be
cause we fought fo r every inch 
of newspaper space and every 
minute of radio time. .Norman 
Thomas got his easier and in far 
greater measure because h e 
bought his publicity w ith the 
coin of socialist principles whjch 
he traded w ith disgusting ob
scenity fo r the national spotlight.

We gained recognition as a 
rising power in the working class 
and as a significant tendency in 
the labor movement not only be
cause we fought for this recogni
tion, but because it  is the truth. 
Thousands and millions of work
ers, seeing and hearing us for the 
firs t time, have recognized this 
truth. That they w ill remember 
us and move in our direction in 
the great struggles to come — of 
that we are convinced down to 
the soles of our shoes.

Whether this recognition w ill 
be translated into a proportionate 
number of votes fo r Dobbs and 
Carlson remains to be seen. We 
face great obstacles at the polls. 
Wc are a new party in our firs t 
bid fo r presidential votes. We are 
the only real opposition — the 
most extreme and the most radi
cal — to the giant power of Wall 
Street. We can expect them to 
manipulate our votes, just as they 
try  to keep us o ff the ballot. But 
the best way to beat this con
spiracy is to go out and get the 
vote. The bigger the vote for 
Dobbs and Carlson, the better the 
chance to force a real count.

THE W IND UP IN  NEW YORK
The campaign came to its f i t 

ting  climax in New York last 
Wednesday. There is a story on 
the meeting elsewhere in this is
sue so I won’t  take up more space 
describing i t  except that all 
hearts were lifted by great speech
es by great candidates fo r a great 
cause.

‘Our New York campaigners 
have many other victories to 
record. Here I want to deal with 
two of them because they show 
we are beginning to break down 
the Stalinist monopoly over the 
radical working class public in 
this city — and righ t in their 
own bailiwicks.

The firs t was a big campaign 
rally on a street corner of the 
Brownsville section of Brooklyn, 
only a stone’s throw from the 
ball where the Stalinists once vio
lently broke up a Trotskyist pub
lic meeting. A large crowd listened 
to speeches by Mike Bartell, Dave 
Weiss and Harry Ring. When 
Farrell Dobbs mounted the plat
form the crowd had swelled to 
over 400 overflowing into the 
Btreets.

The second victory took place 
at the Fort Greene Housing pro
ject in Brooklyn where the Stal
inist-run tenants group had org
anized a political symposium to 
hear representatives of the Dem
ocrats, Republicans, the Wallace 
Party and the Stalinists — but 
excluding us.

Mike Bartell, New York SWP 
organizer, carried the fig h t for 
an SWP speaker righ t to the 
floor. A big verbal battle ensued 
w ith  the Stalinists resisting the 
demand of the m ajority of the 
meeting 'tha t we be heard. A fter 
try ing  unsuccessfully to stall the 
meeting with a musical program, 
the Brooklyn Stalinist leader, Si
mon Gerson, led his followers out 
of the hall. But more than half 

(Continued on page 2)

CLARK OFFERS EVASIVE 
REPLY ON KUTCHER CASE

The firing of James Kutcher, legless Purple Heart veteran 
from his clerk’s job in the Newark office of the Veterans Ad
ministration because of mem- ^  
bership in the Socialist Workers 
Party, is arousing nation-wide in
dignation. So strong has the re
sentment become among defend
ers of civil liberties and dem
ocratic rights that even Attorney 
General Clark, one of the witch- 
hunters lined Up against Kutcher, 
finds himself embarrassed and 
forced to distort the facts to try  
to “ jus tify ”  his stand.

On stopping o ff at Newark-en 
route from New England to To
ledo, Clark was asked by a re
porter about the Kutcher case.
Clark glib ly explained that it  is 
how in the hands of General 
Gray of the Veterans Administra
tion and that eventually it w ill 
go on to the Loyalty Appeals 
Board.

“ I fe lt from my talk w ith Kut
cher,”  said Clark, “ that his activ
ities must have been motivated 
by a political standpoint and that 
he had been prompted by persons 
w ith political interests.”  The ac
tivities of Clark, one of Truman’s 
right hand witch-hunters, are of 
course motivated by a political 
standpoint and prompted by per
sons with political interests. But 
in his case this is not a crime 
and he is not fired from his gov
ernment job because his political 
standpoint happens to be reac
tionary and his violations of 
democratic rights are prompted 
by Big Business interests.

“ However,”  continued Clark,, 
kutcher’s “ war record is very 
much in his favor as fa r as I am 
concerned. I f  i t  can be shown he 
was not actually subversive, I ’m 
sure he won’t  be moved.”

This is reassuring news! Kut
cher “ won’t be moved”  from his 
job — but he has already been 
fired! He is no longer on the 
payroll!

“ I f  it  can be shown he was not 
actually subversive”  — Clark’s 
concept certainly represents some
thing new and sinister in legal 
procedure in America; something 
that hitherto has been labelled 
un-American, fo r i t  is one of the 
most vicious practices of the 
hated, dictatorial regimes of Eu
rope. Instead of considering Kut

cher innocent until proved guilty, 
Clark has reversed matters, leav
ing i t  up to this legless veteran 
to try  to prove his innocence.

What happened to the tradi
tional righ t of an American c iti
zen to be considered innocent un
t i l proved guilty — this right 
that has ruled legal proceedings 
since the founding of America? 
Gone, apparently, w ith the wind 
of reaction and thought-control 
that is a component part of the 
bi-partisan war program.

But even under this new and 
dictatorial legal procedure how 
is Kutcher or the Socialist Work
ers Party to prove their innocence 
i f  they arc not granted a hear
ing? It  was Clark who listed the 
Socialist Workers Party as “ sub
versive”  without a hearing. I t  
was Clark who denied the demand 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
for a hearing. I t  was Clark who 
ignored Kutcher’s demand that 
the party he belongs to be given 
a hearing.

In face of such fascist-like pro
cedure on the part of Attorney- 
General Clark, how can either 
Kutcher or the party he belongs 
to defend themselves against the 
secret charges, the secret prose
cuting attorney, the secret ju ry 
and the secret judge?

How widespread the anger is 
over the fir in g  of Kutcher can be 
judged from a sample clipping 
received by The M ilitant. On Oct. 
6 the Louisville, Kentucky Times 
published a letter from a reader 
protesting the failure of the 
paper to publish the story about 
Kutcher. The reader, J.E. Ballard, 
gives the gist of the case, telling 
how Kutcher lost both legs at 
San Pietro, Ita ly, and was then 
fired “ not because of any speci
fic act of ‘disloyalty’ but because 
of his admitted membership in 
the Socialist Workers Party.”

Mr. Ballard adds: “ I t  is sad 
that his ‘loyalty’ was not investi
gated before he was sent to San 
I ietro because now he would have 
the legs he lost fighting for free
dom. The least our local newspa
pers can do is to publish the out
come of his hearing.”

James Carey, CIO National Secretary, shown with James 
Kutcher at the N. Y. Herald-Tribune Forum where Carey pro
tested Kutcher’s dismissal from his clerk’s job with the Veterans 
Administration. Courtesy N. Y. Herald-Tribune

The Strange Case 
Of Mr. X--Victim  
Of‘Loyalty’ Purge
They Even Burned 
Notes of 'Hearing'

This is the case of Mr. X. 
His name was withheld by the 
N. Y. Star, which disclosed the 
facts on Oct. 24. lest Mr. X be sub
jected to public abuse, his wife 
and children persecuted, because 
he has been branded “ subversive”  
and “ disloyal.”

As i t  is, Mr. X ’s promising 
career as an aeronautical engineer 
has been ruined. He was fired, 
without previous charges or hear
ing, from a job in private indus
try  on orders of the Army-Navy- 
A ir Force Pei’sonnel Security 
Board.

This is the Brass Hat Board 
row extending Truman’s “ loyalty” 
purge to millions of workers in 
private industry engaged on gov
ernment contracts. Once fired, | 
you may appeal tp. an Industrial 
Employment Review Board, com
posed exclusively of Army, Navy 
and A ir  Force officers.

When Mr. X  was fired without 
warning as a “ bad security risk,”  
he was bewildered. His closest 
connection w ith politics was when 
he enrolled as a Democrat in 
1936. He had never even joined 
a union. He figured i t  was all a 
mistake.

So he apealed to the review 
board and got himself a couple 
of lawyers, O. John Rogge, fo r
mer Assistant U. S. Attorney, 
and his partner, Murray A. Gor
don.

The review board a t the Penta
gon Building in Washington con
sisted of a lieutenant colonel, 
three majors, a lieutenant com
mander and a lawyer fo r the 
board. F irs t off, the board ruled 
cut Mr. Rogge’s claim that the 
proceedings were unconstitution
al. I t  also refused to present any 
case fo r the government. I t  mere
ly cross-examined Mr. X.

The broad charges were “ asso
ciation with persons identified 
with Communts activities”  and 
“ participation in activities identi
fied with Communist principles.”  
Here is a sample of the proceed
ings.

“ Q. Do you approve of the 
President’s civil rights program? 
A. I  do. Q. Do you approve of 
segregation of the races? A. I 
do not. Q. Docs your wife ap
prove of segregation? A. No, she 
doesn't.

“ Q. Now fo r instance, would 
you invite a Negro to your house? 
A. I f  I like a Negro, I would 
have him in niy house. His color 
wouldn’t  make any difference. As 
it happens, there arc no Negroes 
among my personal friends or in 
my social circle.”

Then it came out. “ Q. We have 
information that you have had 
Negroes in your house.”

Suddenly Mr. X. recalled. His 
wife had once entertained a meet
ing of an inter-faith group at 
his home. Some Negroes partici
pated. They had discussed the 
Freeport case, where a white cop 
shot down several Negro brothers, 
returned veterans. The meeting 
didn’t  decide to do anything. Mr. 
X wasn’t  even present.

A t the conclusion of the “ hear
ing”  Mr. X was instructed it was 
“ secret”  and “ confidential.”  He 
and his attorneys were required 
then and there to deposit all 
papers and notes in a metal bas
ket, where these were burned be
fore their eyes.

Later Mr. Rogge and Mr. Gor
don decided to defy the injunc
tion of secrecy. Mr. X had no
thing to lose. That’s how the Star 
found out how you can be fired 
as “ disloyal”  for having Negroes 
at your house.

Whether Truman or Dewey 
Wins,  Workers Are Losers

(The following is the text of the speech delivered by Farre ll 
Dobbs, SWP Presidential candidate, on Thursday, October 28 at’ 
10:15 P. M. over station WNEW in New York C ity.)

Friends of the radio audience:

Farrell Dobbs, SWP Presidential candidate, addressing an open 
a ir rally of over 400 people in Brooklyn, N. Y. on Friday, Oct. 
22nd. Red flares were ignited that l i t  up the entire scene of the 
meeting when Dobbs mounted the platform to explain the meaning 
of a Workers and Farmers Government.

MASS RALLY CLIMAXES 
SWP CAMPAIGN IN N. Y.

Over 300 people heard the Presidential and Vice Presi
dential candidates of the Socialist Workers Party at an en
thusiastic New York “ Rally for 5

I want to begin my talk tonight by making a prediction,. 
When the returns are announced on Nov. 3, regardless whether 
Truman or Dewey is elected President, Big Business w ill be thè
winner and the American work- ---------------------------------------------
ing people the losers.

a Socialist America” in the 
Hotel Diplomat on Oct. 27.

James P. Cannon, National 
Secretary of the SWP, as Chair
man of the rally, struck the key
note fo r the evening with a short 
fighting speech summing up the 
20-year struggle of American 
Trotskyism against imperialist

brotherhood of man w ill become 
possible. His outline of the b ril
liant perspective of socialism was 
warmly applauded.

T h e  gathering contributed 
$462.36 toward the SWP Election 
and Party Building Fund and two 
young people joined the youth 
organization.

The,great wealth, the natura’ 
resources and the product.’v 
system of America w ill remai 
under the domination of giar 
monopoly corporations.

The decision on war and peae 
—a decision which means life  o 
death fo r the human race—wil 
remain in- the hands of a tin; 
group of industrial overlords an 
brass hats who control the bi 
partisan government in Washing 
ion.
I  Prices w ill continue to rise un 
less a new depression substitute 
unemployment fo r the high cos 
of living as the main evil plaguirp 
the American people.

BOSS OFFENSIVE
The offensive against th,e labor 

movement w ill grow in scope and 
fury. America w ill become the 
scene of b itter class warfare and 
the unions w ill fight fo r their very 
e x i s t e n c e  against repressive 
legislation, government - by - in
junction and police terror.

The Congressional witchhunters 
and inquisitors—now safely in of
fice—w ill continue their dynamit
ing operations to . blow up the 
precious democratic rights of all 
the American people.

This prediction—I am certain 
— wil! not startle millions of 
American workers who have hat- 
enough of the capitalist two- 
party sham. They know that th< 
people wanted a change and were 
prepared—if  necessary—to Strug 
gle and to sacrifice fo r tha' 
change.

What was lacking can be 
summed in one word—leadership. 
I  should say: intelligent, farsight-

d and courageous leadership be* 
iuse there is no lack of stupid, 
nvardly, yes—and even treacheri
es leadership.
The labor movement is thjjr 
rongest numerical force in this, 
■untry today. The tens of m il- 
ons represented by the unions 
institute the m ajority of the 
eople.
Organized politically in a class5 

arty based upon and controlled' 
V the unions, the working people 
ould soon win the reins ofqgov- 
rnment and start America', oh 
he road to peace, freedom and 
lenty.
But the leaders of American 

ibor have neither the stomach
(Continued on page 2)

GRACE CARLSON 
SWP Vice-Presidential Candidate

war and fo r socialism. In this 
one campaign of 1948, he said, 
more workers had heard our can
didates and our message than in 
the previous two decades.

The firs t speaker was Abbey 
Anderson of the International 
Socialist Youth. She urged the 
youth to vote fo r Dobbs and Carl
son and to join the figh t fo r a 
Socialist America as the only 
means of averting depression and 
war.

W illiam E. Bohannon, SWP 
candidate fo r the 11th Congres
sional D istrict (Newark), gave a 
stirring  talk on the problem of 
leadership fo r the Negro people. 
He contrasted the characteristics 
of Frederick Douglass, the revo
lutionary leader of the Negro peo
ple during the Civil War period, 
w ith such cowards and incompe
tents of today as A. Philip Ran
dolph. Leaders like Douglass are 
needed, said Bohannon, and when 
they come forward they w ill 
stand on the program of the So
cialist Workers Party.

Main speakers of the evening 
were Grace Carlson and Farrell 
Dobbs. Comrade Carlson in a 
merciless attack on the capitalist 
parties, contrasted their record in 
favor of Big Business w ith the 
record of the Socialist Workers 
Party in fighting against reac
tion and fo r a better world.

•Farrell Dobbs began his ta lk by 
picturing the misery, fears and 
horrors of life  under capitalism. 
Then he contrasted this dark fu 
ture with the stirring  possibilities 
under socialism. Not only w ill we 
have enduring peace, plenty and 
freedom under socialism, but for 
the firs t time, he said, genuine 
civilization and the universal

How Labor Can Smash 
The T aft-H artley  A c t

By Art Preis
The Taft-Hartley knife has 

struck again—this time into the 
very vitals of the labor move
ment. In a unanimous decision, 
the National Labor Relations 
Board in Washington on Oct. 5 
ruled that mass picketing, and 
certain other specific acts in the 
conduct of a strike violate the 
Taft-Hartley Act. The majority 
oi the Board went further, to hold 
international union officials re
sponsible for alleged illegal acts 
ol local unionists.

This ruling, involving a small 
strike led by the CIO longshore
men in Petaluma, Calif., makes 
mass picketing, even i f  peaceful, 
“ coercion”  w ithin the meaning of 
the section of the law that forbids 
coercion of employes in their 
righ t to join, or not to join, a 
union. Blocking the entrance of a 
plant parking lot and following 
scabs in a car were also ruled 
criminal offenses — even i f  no 
one is molested.

“ MAJOR LANDMARK”
According to NLRB Chairman 

Paul Herzog, the ruling estab
lishes “ a major landmark in the 
evolution of labor relations law.”  
And indeed i t  does. For by mak
ing mass picketing illegal, the 
NLRB- destroys the only really

effective weapon in a major strike. 
Had this ruling operated a decade 
ago, there would have been no 
CIO, no unions in mass produc
tion industry. The mass picket 
line has been the only potent 
defense against strikebreakers 
since the dawn of organized labor.

To make more effective its 
deadly thrust against the unions, 
the NLRB gave the knife a fu r
ther vicious twist. I t  placed on the 
entire leadership of the interna
tional unions the legal responsi
b ility  fo r those acts of local 
unions which the Board holds to 
be illegal. And this same respons
ib ility  holds fo r an entire union 
local when some of its members 
engage in allegedly illegal acts.

This flagrant strikebreaking 
decision — which, i f  enforced, 
would all but nullify the right to 
strike and paralyze the unions — 
has at last brought home to Some 
c f the top union leaders that this 
is really a Slave Labor Law, fu l
ly capable of slashing the unions 
to pieces. And destroying the 
union leaders, no matter how 
conservative and compliant, in 
the progress.

But the growing fears of the 
top union bureaucrats is matched 
by their helplessness and coward
ice in action. The only program 
most of them have been push
ing these past few months is try 

ing to line up votes fo r Truman 
— the man who has broken more 
strikes than any president in 
history, who has been wielding 
the injunction club of the Taft- 
Hartley Act w ith deadly effect, 
and who hand-picked the very 
NLRB members now slipping thh 
knife into the unions w ith their 
“ interpretations”  of the j ’Taft* 
Hartley law.

True enough, these union' lead
ers have been wailing 'in the 
union publications and in press 
statements about ho(w bad the 
Taft-Hartley Act is. But at the 
same time many of them have 
been using the Taft-Hartley Act 
to feather their own nests by 
raiding established unions that 
have refused to sign the yellow- 
dog affidavits. They have turned 
the labor movement into a battle'« 
ground of fratric idal warfare, ittr 
eluding wholesale scab-herding 
and strikebreaking against riva l 

I unions. These self-styled “ labor 
statesmen”  present the' picture of 

] scavengers seeking to live o ff bits 
and pieces snatched from ' the 
bleeding body of labor.

Their conduct is all the more 
despicable because an effective, 
realistic program to combat tlte 

: Taft-Hartley Act has been of* 
1 fered. I t  is the program wKiCti 

the A F L  International Typogra- 
(Continued on page 4)

By George Clarke 
SWP Campaign Manager
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Norman Thomas--Pro-War, 
Marshall Plan ‘Socialist'

tfhe  recent public debate between Farrell Doobs of the 
Socialist Workers Party and Norman Thomas of the Socialist 
Patty achieved a significance^----------------------------------------------

with the United Nations; how 
Washington should push the 
Baruch plan fo r the atom bomb, 
etc.

Thomas went further and made 
an unabashed defense of class 
collaboration. When Dobbs chal
lenged Thomas on this, the latter 
answered by pointing to the “ col
laboration”  o f the SWP with 
various groups of people in the 
defense of Loon Trotsky and the 
18 Minneapolis prisoners.

Here again was revealed the 
clear - cut demarcation between 
Marxist politics based on a class 
approach and the politics of 
bourgeois liberalism based on the 
myth of class unity. Marxists 
favor united fronts of all ten
dencies w ithin the labor move
ment or even w ith liberal in
dividuals and groups on behalf of 
progressive aims, such as the 
defense of civil liberties, demo
cratic rights, strike support. These 
aelp strengthen the labor move
ment and advance» in that sense, 
the whole socialist objective. But 
collaborating with the capitalists 
in defense of capitalist programs 
and: objectives, or e n t e r i n g  
bourgeois cabinets and govern
ments to help prop up and ad
minister the capitalist state —

these demoralize and derail the 
working class movement and are 
thus crimes against socialism and 
the working class.

On the immediate, crucial ques
tion posed in the debate1—par
ticularly fo r anyone calling him
self a socialist—How to fight chfe 
coming war, Thomas answered 
that the ‘realistic’ approach must 
make an appeal to the war- 
makers to ‘disarm.’ Dobbs an
swered that i t  was up to the 
workers to fight to take power 
out of the hands of the war- 
makers. Thus, all along the line 
the class line of division was 
drawn s lia rji and unambiguously 
clear.

Thomas performed—even i f  un
w illing ly  or unw ittingly—a useful 
service to the extent that he 
stated the true position of his 
tendency. To that degree he per
mits the workers to see the So
cialist Party for \yhat it  really 
is.

But Thomas s till persists in 
peddling his pro-war, precapital
ist program under the label of 
“ socialist.”  That’s a violation of 
the pure food and' drug act. He 
should, in all honesty, put a cor
rect label on his product and sell 
it  under its r igh t name: Bourge
ois liberalism in  the loyal service 
of imperialism.

SWP CAMPAIGN EVOKES 
WIDE INTEREST ABROAD

The election campaign of the Socialist Workers Party has 
international significance! To workers outside the United States. 
American Big Business appears ^
as a colossus of evil. A t the' 
same time they undei'stand that 
the working people of America 
have it in their power to lead the 
entire world into a new era of 
peace, freedom and plenty i f  only 
they could throw off the rule of 
Wall Street. Consequently tlje 
p o l i t i c a l  development of tne 
American working class is of 
burning interest to class conscious 
workers throughout the world.

It  is for this reason that the 
SWP campaign aroused en
thusiasm abroad. The ability of 
the American Trotskyists to 
participate for the first time in 
a Presidential campaign and the 
response of workers to the radio 
speeches and tours of the candi
dates was taken as a sign of the 
growing receptiveness of the 
American working class to the 
ideas of Marxism. Thus the cam
paign appeared to the working 
class vanguard in other countries 
as a heartening straw in the poli
tical wind.

The Trotskyist press has re
ported in considerable detail the 
progress of the SWP campaign, 
including excerpts from the 
speeches of the candidates and 
the essence of the * platform on 
which they ran.

FOREIGN PRESS
The following extracts from the 

Trotskyist press abroad indicate 
their reaction to the campaign:

La Lutte Ouvriere, newspaper 
of the International Communist 
Party, Belgian Section of the 
Fourth International: “ Through 
this campaign, the SWP is mak
ing itself known and rooting itself 
in the American working class, 
opening in this way new per
spectives in the revolutionary 
struggle of the world proletariat. 
I t  is this which is important for 
us; because we are aware that 
the American proletariat, with a 
strength of 15,000,000 organized 
workers, constitutes a decisive 
factor in the future of humanity. 
The day they launch the assault 
on American capitalism w ill decide 
the fate of the world.”

Contra la Corriente, newspaper

SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN SUB

t h e  M ILITA N T
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

15 25
weeks cents

f~l Special 15-week subscription 25c 

F] Regular 6-mpnth > “  50c

n  Regular 1-year “  $1.00

of the Revolutionary Worker’s 
League of Uruguay: “ The speech
es of Cannon, National Secretary, 
and of the candidates of the 
SWP fo r the Presidential elec
tions, comrades Farrell Dobbs 
and Grace Carlson, broadcast 
three times over the radio, calling 
fo r a Workers and Farmers Gov
ernment as reply to the plans of 
the Wall Street war-makers, were 
genuine speeches of revolutionary 
agitation. The reaction to the 
radio speeches has demonstrated 
the great latent resentment 
among the American people 
against the capitalists of Wall 
Street.

“ The election campaign of the 
SWP is of utmost importance 
for the development of the party, 
since i t  offers i t  the opportunity 
to utilize the methods of agita
tion appropriate to a mass party.”

The Socialist, Trotskyist pub
lication in Australia: “ Labor so
cialists in Australia applaud the 
decision of the Socialist Workers 
Party of the United States to 
run candidates in the approaching 
Presidential election. They realize 
the urgent need fo r the American 
workers to break out of the 
straitjaeket of the traditional 
capitalist two-party system and 
fight consistently fo r the building 
of a Labor Party based on the 
unions. . .

CAMPAIGN KEYNOTE
“ The keynote of their campaign 

is the call to the American people 
to unite w ith the Socialist Work
ers Party in order to .stop war by 
ending the capitalist system that 
breeds war. We are confident that 
the bold campaign and inspiring 
message of the SWIP candidates 
w ill help the American workers 
along the road of independent 
anti«eapitalist politics.”

Socialist Appeal, newspaper of 
t h e Revolutionary Communist 
Party of B rita in : “ This is the 
first time that the Socialist Work
ers Party has contested the Presi
dential elections, and their cam
paign marks a big step forward 
in the development of the revolu
tionary Marxist movement in the 
United States.”

The Dublin, Ireland, Trotskyist 
Group sent the following letter: 
“ We have read your 1948 Election 
Platform and the articles in The 
M ilitant supporting Farrell Dobbs 
fo r President and Grace Carlson 
fo r Vice President. We are sure 
great numbers of American work
ers w ill be inspired as we were 
by the revolutionary socialist 
message they proclaim. We wish 
you every success in your election 
campaign.”

Zone.

PITTSBURGH
Sunday Forums at 4 P. M.

Nov. 7: Analysis of
Presidential Elections

Speaker:
Frank Roberts

Nov. 14 : Celebration of 31st 
Russian Revolution 

Anniversary and 20th

Anniversary of M ILITA N T 

1418 F ifth  Avenue, 2nd floor

This chart from the AFL Labor’s Monthly Survey shows from official figures that while work
ers are producing more, (heir buying power is decreasing all the time. Federated Pictures

O u r Fight for Socialism 
W ill Go O n , Says Dobbs

(Continued from page 1)
nor the guts for such a bold, in
dependent policy. The Murrays, 
the Greens, the Reuthers and the 
Whitneys have sold out the in
terests of the American workers 
for a mess of promises. They 
have traded the votes of labor 
for the unreliable word of a man 
who smashed the railroad strike, 
hamstrung and fined the miners 
and- who has issued more in 
junctions than any other Presi
dent,. including Herbert Hoover.

ABDICATED. LEADERSHIP
These labor leaders have no 

one to blame but themselves for 
the emergence of the party of 
Henry Wallace. When they ab
dicated political leadership, Wal
lace stepped in to head the grow
ing opposition to the bipartisan 
policies of war and reaction.

Yet Wallace’s leadership ;s 
more noisy than genuine, more 
apparent than real. The Pro
gressive Party only talks about 
a break from the parties of Big 
Business.

Its  program is not funda
mentally different from the Demo
crats except in the tactics to be 
used in foreign policy.

I t  supports dozens of Demo
crats who oppose Wallace even 
on these tactics, betraying its 
own pledge to support only op
ponents of the Truman-Marshail 
Doctrine.

Its aim of reforming capitalism 
is indistinguishable from that 
enunciated in the Democratic 
platform.

I t  is controlled by a millionaire 
capitalist politician and not by 
the democratic vote of the rank 
and file through their organiza
tions and unions.

The party of Henry Wallace 
does not and cannot provide 
leadership for American workers 
and independence from the parties 
of Big Business because it too is 
a capitalist party—the same old 
corruption disguised by brave 
words and radical promises.

How shall the lost battle be 
turned into a winning war? 
Where shall the American work
ing people find new leadership? 
These are questions of the hour.

I f  you seek among those who 
now lead—or rather mislead—big 
organizations, then the quest shall 
be hopeless. You must look else
where—among those who speak 
the truth at the cost of personal 
sacrifice and the hostility of the 
powers-that-be. You must look to 
those who fight fo r every inch 
but refuse to trade the great 
aims of peace and abundance fo r 
temporary and doubtful gains. 
You must look to the Socialist 
Workers Party.

MINORITY ' GROUPS
Wallace, we admit, has more 

followers. Murray, Green and 
Reuther have more influence and 
control in the union movement. 
But history demonstrates that 
progress is never made by those 
who stand for the status quo even 
though they represent large num
bers. M inority groups who speak 
and live the truth have always 
been the instruments of great 
changes. They become majorities 
with the help of events and ex
perience. Eventually their ideas 
penetrate through a fog of lies 
and deception into the minds of 
the people and become a power.

The pioneers of A m e r i c a n  
liberty—men like Sam Adams, 
Tom Paine and Patrick Henry— 
were a small and persecuted 
m inority until British tyranny 
convinced all but a few of the 
American colonists of the need 
fo r a Declaration of Independence.

Thè foes of human slavery— 
men like Frederick Douglass, W il
liam Lloyd Garrison, Wendell 
Phillips and John Brown—were a 
little  hand o f idealist greeted 
with indifference and hostility. 
Yet their cause was finally 
adopted by the government itself, 
bringing fame and immortality to 
Abraham Lincoln who led a civil 
war that abolished slavery.

The trail-blazers of industrial 
unionism were reviled as radicals 
and visionaries, expelled from 
their unions and deprived of their 
livelihood. But we have seen in 
our lifetime how the CIO con

quered the fortresses of monopoly 
capitalism, planting the banner 
of industrial unionism inside the 
factory gates.

The Socialist Workers Party— 
• he Party of American T ro t
skyism—is built on the lines of 
this heroic tradition. We repre
sent the present interest and the 
future hope o f the American 
working class. Our program alone 
can give guidance to the struggle 
against Big Business dictatorship, 
war and poverty.

The Socialist Workers Party 
scorns the plan of union leaders 
to reform the Democratic Party. 
Like a company union i t  cannot 
be reformed. Nor can there be a 
new progressive capitalist party 
any more than there can be rt 
progressive company union. We 
w ill not compromise on the prin
ciple of working class political 
independence.

The Socialist Workers Party 
denounces the leaders of the Com
munist Party fo r betraying the 
interests of the working people 
to protect the privileges of the 
Stalinist rulers in the Kremlin. 
Changing with every .wind from 
Moscow, Stalinism has forfeited 
leadership of the struggle fo r the 
emancipation of labor. W'e have 
no interests separate and apart 
from the working people. We 
have never faltered nor deviated 
from our aim to establish n 
Workers and Farmers Govern
ment as the transition to social
ism in America and throughout 
the world.

The Socialist Workers Party 
has unmeasured contempt fo r the 
party of Norman Thomas which 
seeks respectability and favor by 
supporting the bipartisan war 
plans of Wall Street. We prefer 
the consistent socialist interna
tionalism of Eugene V. Debs and 
we have followed in his footsteps 
from courtroom to ja il.
PARTY OF STRUGGLE

Ours is a party of struggle— 
a party composed of fighters. And 
it is to the fighters that we want 
to address ourselves tonight.

Do you want peace? Then don’t 
waste your time explaining the 
horrors of war to the billionaire 
merchants of death. Stop begging 
the imperialist Caesars to reform 
their U.N. war circus into a world 
government. Join w ith us in the

(Continued from Page 1)

of the 200 present stayed to listen 
to Mike Bartell and to ask many 
questions.

TROTSKYISM RETURNS 
TO THE CAMPUS

One of the many things this 
campaign has done is to return 
the ideas of Trotskyism to the 
colleges and universities where 
they have received only fa int 
echo since the Shachtmanites 
split our party in 1940. Orthodox 
Marxism has returned to the col- 
legs, and i t  is there to stay and 
grow.

Our national candidates, or 
their representatives, have spoken 
before students at the Universi
ties of Harvard, Washington, Col
orado, Wisconsin, Chicago, Cali- 
fornia-Los Angeles, S o u t h e r n  
California, South Dakota, and at 
Brooklyn, Hunter and New York 
City colleges. Many campus pa
pers have written up our meet
ings and candidates.

A PYRRHIC VICTORY
Pyrrhus was a king in olden 

times who won a m ilita ry victory 
over the Romans at the cost of 
losing a great part of his army. 
That’s the kind of a victory the 
capitalist politicians won over 
Harry Braverman when the Su
preme Court ruled him o ff the 
ballot last week in the 19th Con
gressional D istrict in Youngs
town, Ohio. They had to wheel 
up all their big legal talent, which 
sweated, manipulated and con
nived in a two and one-half month 
court fig h t until they obtained

fight to let the people vote on 
war and peace.

Do you want to safeguard your 
democratic rights? You can’t  do 
it by appealing to the witch- 
hunters against witchhunting, to 
Pontius Harry against Pilate Tru
man. Get behind our legless vet
eran, James Kutcher, who is lead
ing the fight fo r civil liberties. 
Fired from his job with the Vet
erans Administration fo r his poli
tical views, Kutcher has proudly 
proclaimed membership in the 
Socialist Workers Party and 
demanded his constitutional righ t 
to belong to a party of his own 
choosing.

Do you want to bring down 
prices? Then stop pleading with 
the Big Eusiness Government to 
enact price control. Mobilize the 
unions, the housewives and the 
working farmers to set up mass 
committees to examine books of 
the big profiteers and to police 
prices. F ight fo r an escalator 
clause in your union agreements 
to guarantee automatic wage in
creases w ith each increase in 
prices.

Do you want to stop the anti
labor offensive? Then you must 
go beyond agitation fo r the repeal 
of the Taft-Hartley Law. The 
organized workers must gather 
in a great Congress of Labor 
which w ill unite their forces and 
w ill set into motion great actions 
to declare the independence of 
the trade unions from the Taft- 
Hartley Act. That’s the way to 
defeat the union-busters.

VOTE SWP
The Socialist Workers Party 

summons the American workers 
to the struggle against Big Busi
ness plans for war and dictator
ship. A vote for Farrell Dobbs 
and Grace Carlson is not a wasted 
vote, not a mere protest vote. 
Every vote for Farrell Dobbs and 
Grace Carlson is a vote fo r strug
gle, a vote to galvanize the power 
of all the working people into a 
mighty force for action.

I f  you are not afraid to stand 
up and fight, then strike a blow 
lor peace, plenty, freedom and 
socialism by voting for Dobbs and 
Carlson on Nov. 2nd.

And then strike a second blow 
by joining the ranks of the So
cialist Workers Party.

their biased decision from the top 
state court.

The case became an Ohio-wide 
cause published in all the papers 
as it went from round-to-round: 
the case of the wealthy, corpora
tion-dominated State of Ohio vs. 
Harry Braverman, Trotskyist 
steel worker, pleading in his own 
defense before the pompous little  
men in black robes. Just as the 
stench and scandal of capitalist 
justice w ill long cling to the poli
tical hirelings of Big Business, 
so w ill Harry’s figh t be remem
bered by the w o r ld s  of Ohio as 
a gallant defense of their denff)- 
cratic rights.

Next time, you can bet your 
bottom dollat, they w ill think 
twice before they rule us off.

No grass is growing under 
Myra Tanner Weiss in her- cam
paign fo r Congress in Los Angel
es. In addition to the debate re
ported elsewhere in the M ilitant, 
she has addressed 1500 striking 
longshoremen in the Wilmington 
Bowl, three UAW locals and local 
union meetings of carpenters, 
steel, rubber and packinghouse 
workers, and the Hollywood 
Chapter of the AVC and students 
on the UCLA campus.

Kutcher in CIO News
The Oct. 25 CIO News carries 

a report of CIO Sec.-Treas. James 
Carey’s remarks at the N.Y. 
Herald Tribune forum on the 
danger to democracy in America 
and quotes what Carey said about 
the Kutcher case as an example 
of the sinister drive of reaction 
against civil liberties.

Campaigning 
For Socialism

World Events
™—  By Joseph Hansen —■ —..n

French Government 
Orders Troops 
To Fire on Miners

The “ tough”  attitude of the 
Henri Queuille regime toward the 
mine strike that began Oct. 4 
lias brought France to the verge 
of civil war.

The miners’ demands' are 
modest. They ask that their pres
ent wage of $57 a month be raised 
$13 to make up fo r the decline in 
their living standards due to 
skyrocketing prices. To guarantee 
the new minimum level they ask 
a sliding wage scale.

These demands were formula
ted by the CGT which includes 
about 250,000 of France’s 400,000 
miners. Two other unions, the 
Christian Workers and the Work
ers Force, who at f irs t joined the 
Stalinist-headed CGT in the 
strike, have broken ranks and 
ordered their members back to 
work where possible.

The government offered a wage 
boost of $8.50 a month which 
was rejected.

A t firs t the mining areas were 
completely peaceful. Then the 
Queuille regime began a drive to 

:bieak the strike. Police were sent 
in to “ maintain order.’’ The 
police clashed with strikers.

I In protest, the union withdrew 
'safety crews manning pumps and 
ventilating systems. Strikebreak
ers were sent in to replace these 
men.

The troops were ordered to 
take over the mines and moved 
forward with tear gas against 
the strikers and their wives, who 
hurled missiles at the steel-hel- 
meted soldiers.

The government thereupon or
dered police and troops to fire  
on the strikers “ when necessary”  
and mobilized 40,000 army re
servists. A t St. Etienne, troops 
opened fire  on the miners with 
their rifles, k illing  two and 
wounding forty.

On the surface the conflict 
would thus appear to involve no 
more than a struggle between 
the mine workers and a reaction
ary government over economic de
mands. But that is only the sur
face appearance.

Like all the othe/ workers in 
France, the miners have suffered 
the intolerable consequences of 
inflation. The French capitalist 
class has attempted to place on 
the workers’ backs all the costs 
of the war’s devastation, the costs 
of re-conquering the colonial 
areas in revolt, and the costs of 
preparing fo r World War I I I  in 
addition to keeping up capitalist 
profits.

Like all other workers, the 
miners have been forced repeat
edly on strike in desperate ef
forts to keep up w ith the rising 
cost of living. A ll this has driven 
home the conviction that the rule 
of the capitalists must be re
placed. This conviction is so wide
spread that every major action 
the workers undertake at once 
brings to the fore the fundamen
tal question — w ill this action 
knock out the flim sy props of 
French capitalism?

Obviously the situation imperi
ously demands that the French 
workers prepare fo r decisive ac
tions to oust the capitalist mis- 
rulers and establish a Workers 
and Farmers Government.

The leading French capitalists 
are thoroughly aware of this. SO 
they have been preparing fo r ac
tion. Their man is de Gaulle, the 
sinister figure who plots to come 
to power in the style of Mussolini 
and H itler. However, he is biding 
I  is time, hoping to gain the ad
vantages of a "legal”  seizure of 
power, in the manner of H itler.

Meanwhile, Premier H e n r i

Queuille, a long-time political 
friend of de Gaulle, who was 
made head of the government 
w ith de Gaulle’s acquiescence, is 
acting thp part of tough cop, try 
ing to beat down the resistance 
of the workers and to smooth the 
way for de Gaulle.

The working class could easily 
sweep all these reactionary forces 
into the garbage can i f  they were 
united around a genuinely revo
lutionary leadership. But the 
leadership over the majority of 
the workers is held by the Stal
inists. Their political objective is 
not to achieve socialism in France 
but to regain posts in the capital
ist government which they can 
use in bargaining for a deal be
tween the Kremlin and Washing
ton.

The Stalinists try  to utilize the 
French workers fo r their own re
actionary aims. They are inter
ested in enough strike action and 
demonstrations to impress the 
French capitalists w ith the de
sirability of again installing the 
Stalinists in the government as 
watch dogs over the workers. A t 
the same time, to save their bu
reaucratic apparatus from the ex
plosive effect of revolution they 
try  tc head o ff any far-reaching 
working class action, to dissipate 
the energies of the workers and 
to confine their strikes w ithin 
the narrowest possible frame.

This policy can lead only to de
feat and demoralization and facil
itate the de Gaullist march to 
power. The Stalinists are repeat
ing what they did in 1934-1936 in 
France — divert the working class 
from the path of socialist revo
lution.

The Trotskyists in France are 
doing their utmost to break the 
grip of the Stalinists. They de
mand that the strike struggles be 
widened and coordinated and cen
tered around key slogans that 
clearly pose the basic question 
facing France today: A  Workers 
and Farmers Government or fa
scism.

Australian Stalinists 
Berate " Deviations" 
Of British Stalinists

The Australian T r o t s k y i s t  
paper, The Socialist, calls atten
tion to a curious dispute between 
the British and Australian Stal
inists; A page of the Aug. 14 
Tribune, Australian Stalinist 
sheet, “ is almost entirely devoted 
to summaries of the attack made 
by the Central Committee of the 
Australian Communist Party on 
the leaders of the British Com
munist Party, and the reply of 
the British Communist Party.”

Sharkey of Australia charges 
P o llitt of Britain “ w ith having 
advocated a ‘Left Labor Govern
ment,’ w ith having supported 
drives fo r more production under 
capitalism, etc.,”  reports The So
cialist.

“ The same charges,”  continues 
The Socialist, “ could equally be 
levelled against the Australian 
Communist Party, as i t  has sup
ported the same policies itself.”

In the opinion of The Socialist 
this attack on the British Stalin
ists may be “ intended as a gesture 
to the colonial masses.”  Attack
ing the British Stalinists as “ too 
mild in their attitude to the gov
ernment of imperialist England”  
would f i t  in w ith such an “ anti
imperialist”  campaign.

“ Significantly,”  observes The 
Socialist, “ the Malayan Stalinists 
have reprinted and endorsed 
Sharkey’s attack on the British 
party.”
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THE Mi l i TANT ARMY
20th Anniversary 
Of the Militant

Four branches of the Socialist 
Workers Party have announced 
their plans fo r celebrating the 
20th anniversary of The M ilitant. 
As last year, all branches plan 
to observe this historic occasion.

Newark w ill hold a buffet 
supper and dance the night of 
Nov. 20 at headquarters, 423 
Springfield Ave.

Pittsburgh w ill hold a meeting 
and social Nov. 21 combining 
celebration of two historic an
niversaries: The M ilitant and the 
Russian Revolution of 31 years 
ago. The event w ill be at P itts
burgh headquarters, 1418 F ifth  
Ave.

Boston plans a M ilitan t An
niversary social Nov. 13 at head
quarters, 30 Stuart St.

St. Louis w ill hold an an
niversary meeting Nov. 18 at 
headquarters, 1023 N. Grand 
Blvd. Speakers w ill review The 
M ilitant’s 20 years.

Other branch celebrations w ill 
be announced next week.

Proceeds of a ll these celebra
tions w ill go to The M ilitant, to

help defray the heavy deficit be
tween the price of subs and the 
actual cost of publication.

Thousands of readers outside 
the industrial centers and not 
able to reach any of these celebra
tions can join in their sp irit by 
sending an anniversary donation 
to The M ilitant.

*  *  *  \

Nov. 15 marks the 20th an
niversary of the first appearance 
of this paper as the spokesman 
fo r revolutionary Marxism in this 
country. Against almost insur
mountable obstacles of early 
Isolation, poverty, government 
suppression and Stalinist gang
sterism, The M ilitant has main
tained a consistent program of 
class struggle, always in the fore
fron t of the labor movement.

Hence advanced workers re
cognized this as their paper. 
Their nickels and dimes and 
dollars financed many free d is tri
butions and the maintenance of 
subscription rates fa r below cost.

Become one of these M ilitant 
supporters. Send a donation, how
ever small. Get subs. The M ilitan t 
w ill thus help you to-organize 
the advanced workers of your 
shop Or community..

GLASS POLICY
In'the past, Thomas and similar 

social - reformists made some 
attempt to base their program on 
the-Working class. That too has 
bbén abandoned. Dobbs explained 
How- Marxist policy is based on 
the primacy of the class struggle 
ahd that i t  banks on educating 
Ôte- working class to fu lfill its 
Historic mission of taking power 
out Of the hands of the capital
ists find1 reorganizing society on 
National socialist lines; that this 
is the. only effective way of fight
ing-and doing away w ith capital
is t war.
'^.Thomas- said not a word on 
What the workers should do. A t 
if& tim e  did he proposé any pro
gram of action fo r them, because 
he no longer believes in the work
ing class or its ability to establish 
a ;nbw socialist society.

Thomas’s policy instead is based 
©h advising the capitalists, giving 
'-tj’ji'em . gratuitous suggestions, 
dràwing up “ constructive”  plans 
for them and the like. He gives 
advice to the U. S. State Depart
ment on the best methods of 
dealing w ith Russia, short of 
“ appeasement” ; he proposes what 
the State Department should do

fa r beyond the customary dash 
o f presidential Candidates In an 
election campaign. This was a 
trttly  history debate in the sense 
that it  illuminated the meaning 
anal; direction of two basic poli- 
tiiSal tendencies that have con- 
tended fo r the support of the 
Wqfkiiig class fo r a century.
7 fh. the past, the traditional 
debate between the social reform- 
iejs-ahd the revolutionary Marx
ists revolved around the question 
Of jrrtethocl. How is socialism to be 
wofi, by gradual reforms and 
‘,‘ey,6iution”  or by a complete 
dtferturn of the existing capitalist 
System?

fjffevibusly,. the “ gradualist”— 
in words1—agreed with 

ttie1 revolutionist on the general 
*<*!• o f socialism. Moreover, the 
trdoitibnal social reformist claim
ed; toybe a Marxist; at most, he 
Wished merely to bring Marxism ( 
“ ilp tb date”  by a few “ revisions.”
•. IrftthOd'ebatO between the Marx
is t Dobbs and the social-reformist 
ihbmas, the la tter abandoned all 
socialist pretense. He did not 
<fodb7?meption socialism as a 
realizable goal, let alone “ in our 
t jra jj& ^ e  coined the phrase back 
iii i$3ti. Tbpmas. as the leading 
SgOgespian in America fo r social- 
ref&tnism, stripped off his so- 
c i||ib t mask. I

« AT MARXISTS
blicly sneered at the . 
as “ in a peculiar and 

p'palling sense theolo- 
'he actual objective of 

^ S o c ia lis t, according to Thomas, 
»S; ho: longer socialism, at least

f t  in any conceivable time.
tther, he said, all that he can 

perceive is “ a tremendous choice 
ipfpgvils’ ’—A merican imperialism 
Of Stalinism. And of the two, he 
favored giving “ critical support” 
io U*S. imperialism.
I Thus, the Thomas of the pre- 
VjTprld War I I  “ Keep America Out 
of War Committee”  and “ Social
ism in Our Time”  is now openly 
aiding with the American war- 
makers and has actually discarded 
socialism as a realistic program. 
’He.presents us only with a 
“ choice of evils” —the very same 
alternative offered by the Wall 
Sorbet'imperialists and the Stalin-

Thonaas clearly demonstrated 
that tfte> issue in debate so fa r as 
*te was concerned was not “ Which 
Program W ill Lead to a Socialist 
America,”  as advertised, but how 
<5iin capitalist America best and 
didst' effectively destroy Stalinist 
Russia ?



An Act of International Solidarity
John L. Lewis's letter to W illiam  Green, 

printed elsewhere on this page, asking the 
AFL President to use his influence with 
Truman to “ stop the shooting of French coal 
miners who are hungry”  is a refreshing and 
v/elcome departure from the servile hand- 
raising to State Department policy that has 
become almost second nature with the top 
union bureaucracy. I f  is the first time in 
many, many years that an outstanding labor 
figure has reached a helping hand across the 
sea to striking workers in a foreign country, 
i t  revives again the splendid tradition of 
international labor solidarity practiced by 
the genuinely great American labor leaders 
from W illiam  II. Sylvis of the American 
Labor Union down to the I laymarket martyrs, 
‘Gene Debs and “ Big B ill”  Haywood.

We have often pointed out the political 
backwardness of Lewis that forms such a 
paradoxical combination with his militancy 
in fighting for purely economic demands. He 
is 100 percent wrong in his opposition to so
cialism and class politics. But Lewis struck 
a most timely blow in behalf of the beleag
uered French coal strikers when he tore the 
veil of hypocritical humanitarianism from 
the Marshall Plan to show how it builds up 
the “ bureaucrats and financially powerful in

France”  while "American money. American 
guns and American bullets are to be used to 
shoot, starve and oppress French citizens.”  
This denunciation of State Department policy 
and expression of international labor solidar

i t y  w ill undoubtedly hearten the French 
miners and help stiffen their resistance to the 
French government’s onslaught.

And Lewis’s gesture w ill hearten militants 
here in America as well. It w ill aid in build
ing up the feeling of brotherhood among the 
working class throughout the world, in em
phasizing that workers everywhere face one 
common foe, and that they must do everything 
possible to help each other in their common 
struggle.

In its way, Lewis’s letter is a sign of the 
awakening political consciousness of the Am
erican workers, the turn away from pure-and- 
'simple economic unionism to the broad poli
tical questions that affect labor so decisively 
and immediately nowadays. It is another 
significant indication of the deep currents 
now stirring the American labor ranks. It 
strengthens our conviction that American 
labor w ill slough o ff its backwardness in the 
coming period and assume its responsibilities 
as leader of the whole nation in freeing Am
erica from the grip of the industrial tyrants.

The Clang of the Iron Heel
A crack has developed in the iron curtain 

surrounding Truman’s "loya lty ” purge, af
fecting not only turo million federal workers 
but millions more in private industry en
gaged on government contracts and sub
contracts.

The case of James Kutcher, legless Newark 
W'ar veteran fired from his government clerical 
job for membership in the Socialist W ork
ers Party, was the first to give us a clear 
glimpse of the tru ly  sinister, fascist-like 
nature of the purge.

Now a few more cases have come to light. 
They disclose that the witch-hunt is being 
conducted not only against those with so
cialist ideas, but anyone holding even the 
mildest liberal view's on the questions of 
unions, racial equality, c ivil rights—or even 
suspected of holding them.
. On another page we tell the case of Mr. X, 

a young aeronautical engineer employed by a 
private company, who was fired on orders of 
the jo in t A rm y-Navy-A ir Force Pcrsonel 
Security Board. A subsequent "hearing”  of 
his appeal before the Board revealed that the 
sole ground for his dismissal w'as the fact 
that M r. X ’s wife once held an interfaith 
council meeting in their home at which 
Negroes were present. This was enough to 
make Mr. X a “ bad security risk.”

Another workers was fired because his aunt, 
whom he had not seen in three years because 
o f a quarrel, was allegedly a "communist.”  
Another got the axe on “ suspicion”  of being 
a "communist”  because he subscribed'to the 
Book Pint! Glub, which, according to the 
Board, distributed books by such “ com

munistic”  novelists as Theodore Dreiser, Leon 
Feuchtwanger and How'ard Fast. Still another 
found he was given the boot because someone 
had seen him entering the Stanley Theatre in 
New York City, to see a Russian technicolor 
film, The Stave Flower, based on an old fa iry 
tale!

This monstrous "loya lty ”  purge is not 
episodic. I f  we are wise to the lessons of 
history, particularly the rise o f fascism in 
Germany and Italy, we w ill understand that 
the mounting wave of reaction in America 
w ill inevitably engulf the labor movement 
itself. Indeed, Truman’s " loya lty ” purge and 
the Taft-Hartley Act are all part of the 
gigantic offensive of Big Business to destroy 
organized labor. We are witnessing the clear 
precursor to totalitarian dictatorship.

The forces of reaction have already become 
supremely arrogant and unrestrained. They 
command all the levers, of political power 
and coercion. They cannot be halted by mere 
letters of protest, occasional resolutions, in
dignant editorials. A mightier force must be 
set in motion. That is the American labor 
movement, mobilized in m ilitant, nation-wide, 
united action.

It can’t happen here, say the smug and the 
ignorant. It is happening here. The political 
blacklist, the condemning of groups and in
dividuals without tria l or hearing, the firing  
of workers on the merest suspicion of liberal 
iedas, the frenzied witch-hunt— it is the clang 
of the iron heel of fascism that we hear. Let 
labor take heed and' act now before that heel 
stamps on its neck.

Behind the Dixiecrats
In his Oct. 20 column the well-known 

columnist Joseph Alsop published some in
teresting information about the backers of 
the Dixiecrats or States’ Rights party.

“ By and large, the Democratic party in the 
South has been controlled by a conservative 
oligarchy,”  he says.. " In  other times the 
oligarchs were mostly big planters. Now the 
planters have been pretty much replaced by 
u tility  magnates, textile men, industrialists, 
bankers and, more and more, the new oil 
barons of Texas and the Gulf states. The 
States’ Rights party is essentially the response 
of this conservative oligarchy to the pressures 
which haVe been steadily pushing the na
tional Democratic‘party farther to the Left.”  

Among these oligarchs, Alsop lists. "H . R. 
Cullen, a fabulously rich Houston oil man. . . 
Cullen arranged for a private plane to take 
H. Strom Thurmond, the Dixiecrat Presi
dential candidate, to the Houston conven
tion, and a special train to take Fielding 
W right and his Mississippi cohorts to. the 
same meeting. He is believed to be the chief 
sparkplug of the oil industry’s backing for 
the Dixiecrats. Among the o il corporations, 
the Humble Oil Company has reportedly 
particularly interested itself in the Thur- 
mond-Wright ‘crusade’.”

This powerful" group, in Alsop’s opinion, 
utilizes the racial-issue as a cover in advancing 
their economic interests, "Southern oil men

were more enraged by the Supreme Court 
decision which awarded to the Federal gov
ernment ownership of the last great national 
oil reserves in the tidelands than by the 
Truman civil rights proposals.”  The tidelands 
oil issue "has received at least as much 
attention at the various Dixiecrats get-to- 
gethere as the civil rights issue.”

"The real danger,”  Alsop feels, “ is that 
the Southern conservative oligarchy, in an 
effort to preserve the threatened status quo, 
w ill be tempted to turn more and more to 
this sort of thing, to the end that every issue, 
from offshore oil to the minimum wage, may 
be hidden and submerged in the race issue.”

Readers of the M ilitan t readers w ill scarcely 
be surprised to learn that the Southern 
oligarchs have fascist leanings. The power 
behind the Nazis in Germany was sim ilarly 
the munitions-makers, steel kings and finan
cial tycoons. There too the Nazi racial dogmas 
only covered up their sordid economic in
terests.

The lesson labor must learn from such 
facts is not to leave the fate of democracy 
in America in the hands of the Southern 
oligarchs and their Northern twins. To do so 
is to invite the disaster that befell Germany. 
Labor can defend democracy against these 
predatory interests only by its independent 
struggle on both the economic and political 
fields.

Paste T Ìtttee

SWP Fund Campaign for $25,000 
Is Extended for Another 30 Days

WORKERS FORUM

By W illiam  F. Warde 
National Fund Director

The Socialist Workers 
Party Election and Party 
Building fund, originally 
scheduled to make its goal 
of $25,000 by the end of 
October, has been extend
ed for 30 days. The final 
date has now been set for 
Nov. 30. Those branches 
who have been so buried 
in election activities that 
they could not make the 
October deadline please 
note! You have another 
four weeks to catch up on 
loose ends, collect pledges 
and visit sympathizers for 
contributions.

This week a total of $430 was 
received. That’s fa r from being 
the highest week of the campaign. 
In fact it  was barely enough to 
l if t  the percentage two points to 
77% of our goal.

ALLENTOWN HITS 122%
Allentown, already in the 100% 

-or-better category, came through 
w ith another $11 to h it 122% and 
a tie with Tacoma. “ We are still 
hoping to do more fo r the cam
paign,”  they write. Congratula
tions to this plucky branch and 
the fighting sp irit they display!

Pittsburgh jumped from 737» 
last week to completion of their 
quota of $200. This represents a

magnificent achievement fo r the 
Pittsburgh comrades as everyone 
w ill recognize who understands 
the difficulties faced by these 
self-sacrificing Trotskyists. But 
as they write, “ We keep promises 
we make to the party and the 
workers.”

Sjan Franeisco-Oakland spurted 
last week from 81% to 04%, al
most within touch of their goal 
of $1,500. They write that they 
are keeping their “ fingers cross

ed.”  Which we take to be a fa-(*r 
vorable omen.

West Virginia inched up ano
ther 5% with a $5 contribution to 
move into the 90% category and 
neck and neck with Newark.

Seattle knocked o ff another 
three points with $20 fo r the 
week bringing them to 83% of 
their goal of $G00.

Toledo sent in $18 for an addi- 
itonal 9% toward their goal. They 
row stand at 73%.

SCOREBOARD FOR $25,000 
SWP ELECTION FUND

Branch Quota Paid Percent
Rochester $ 50 $ 75 150
Baltimore 50 65 131
Boston 275 355 129
St. Louis 50 64 128
Allentown 50 61 122
Tacoma 50 61 122
Milwaukee 400 419 105
Cleveland 400 400 100
Philadelphia 500 500 100
Pittsburgh 200 200 100
Reading 150 150 100
Minnesota 2,000 1,892 95
San Francisco-Oakland 1,500 1,403 94
Newark 750 675 90
West Virgin ia 100 90 90
F lin t 400 347 87
Seattle 600 500 83
San Diego 50 41 82
Youngstown 800 654 82
New York C ity 7,500 6,034 80
Akron 400 307 77
Detroit 1,600 1,200 75
Toledo 200 145 73
Buffalo 1,000 712 71
Los Angeles 2,500 1,476 59
Chicago 2,000 1,125 56
Lynn 125 35 28
Connecticut 250 32 13
General 1,050 185 18

Total $25,000 $19,203 77

to the Italians,”  now here is the 
clincher, “ so that Italian capital
ism can develop the country, edu
cate the masses, get the tribes 
together and give them a com
mon bond by working them in 
capitalist enterprises. Look at it 
dialectically. You’re a historical 
materialist, ain’t  you? What did 
you have before capitalism ? Feu
dalism. O'.K. But you’ll agree that 
Capitalism advances mankind to 
a higher level from the Feudal 
system. So it  naturally follows 
that the former w ill help the 
evolutionary cause of thd colonial 
peoples.”

Eddie, who couldn’t  contain

himself any longer gave out 
with, “ For Christ’s sake, now he 
wants to bolster up Italian Capi
talism. That’s just what the im
perialists want to hold up their 
outmoded systems. No, Whitey is 
right, keep a ll the imperialists 
and their armies out of the colon
ial countries.

Here were real Marxist argu
ments from a couple of American 
working stiffs  in unequivocal an
swer to the opportunism of a 
Stalinist dupe.

You can’t  fool the seamen on 
such questions.

E. S.
New York

Myra Weiss Trims Holifield in Debate
LOS ANGELES, Oct. 25 — 

Myra Tanner Weiss, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for 

Congress from 
the 19th Dis
tric t here, this 
week took the 
m e a s u r e  of 
Chet Holifield, 
her Democratic 
opponent, in a 
public debate 

^  b e f o r e  350 
Mexican - Am

erican workers at a forum spon
sored by the Community Service

Text of Lewis Letter Asking 
Support for French Miners

The following is the text of the 
Oct. 27 letter of John L. Lewis, 
head o f the United Mine Workers, 
to AFL President W illiam Green 
in support of the striking French 
miners:

You are supporting Truman.
I assume you have his ear. Just 
as one miner to another, why 
do you not have him stop the 
shooting of French coal miners 
who are hungry?.

Truman controls the money 
bags of the.Marshall Plan, upon 
which the tottering French Gov
ernment subsists.

You and I are anti-Com- 
munistic. As, Americans we 
each abhor the cast-iron and 
oriental philosophy of com
munism. Each of us knows that 
oppression and hunger beget 
communism. Each of us knows 
that freedom and fair treatment 
are the only antidote to com
munism.

What the French miners need 
is more pay wherewith to buy 
more food, accompanied by 
decent recognition .and fa ir 
treatment. They could then be 
relied upon to overthrow any

present Communist leadership 
or infiltration.

The future of France w ill be 
dark indeed in every economic, 
social and political sense i f  
American money, American 
guns and American bullets are 
to be used to shoot, starve and 
oppress French citizens, while 
the bureaucrats and the financi
ally powerful in France subsist 
on American resources and deny 
the human element of the 
population any participation in 
the largesse of the Marshall 
Plan.

To a normal, thinking in
dividual, it  is naqseous to w it
ness the shooting of coal miners 
because they are hungry.

Truman could aid humanity 
and perhaps do himself a good 
turn by using some of the vast 
power in his hands in the con
trol of the Marshall Fund by 
requiring the French Govern
ment to abandon its police- 
state methods and cease making 
war on its own citizens who are 
coal miners, at the expense of 
the American tax payers.

I hope you w ill be interested.

Organization.
Comrade Weiss exposed the 

so-called “ liberal”  Holifield as a 
strikebreaker who had voted fo r 
Tiuman’s “ W ork-or-Draft”  Bill 
in 1946 when Truman broke the 
railroad strike. The Democrat 
drew a chorus of “ boos”  when, 
under questioning from the floor, 
he admitted he would suppress 
any general strike.

The SWP candidate presented 
the program of socialism against 
capitalism with its wars and ex
ploitation. Her clear and forceful 
arguments evoked great enthu
siasm from the audience as she 
demolished the distinction be
tween the “ good capitalist,”  Holi
field, who was backed by the 
Wallaceite Jack Berman, and the 
“ bad capitalist,”  the Republican 
Quigley.

The Independent Progressive 
Party candidate who had w ith
drawn in favor of Holifield, the 
Truman Democrat and Marshall 
Plan supporter, also spoke. Com
rade Weiss exposed the Wal- 
laceite’s hypocrisy in endorsing 
Holifield while denouncing Tru
man. The audience roared with 
approval when she challenged him 
to take a principled position and 
support her, the only, candidate 
in the district opposing the Mar
shall Plan and bi-partisan war 
conspiracy.

Three speakers at N. Y. meeting fo r academic freedom pro
testing dismissals of educators for their political beliefs and/ 
activities. (L. to r.) Norman Mailer, author of best-selling' novel, 
“ The Naked and the Dead”  and member of the Kutcher C ivil 
Rights Committee; Legislative Director o f CIO Teachers Union 
Rose V. Russell and Dr. Harlow Shapley, Director of the Har

vard Observatory. Federated Pictures

The Case of the Legless Veteran
By /. F. Stone

(Reprinted from Oct. 22 N. Y. Star)
The Case of the Legless Veteran is beginning to haunt 

the men in charge of the loyalty program. I t  is not merely 
the cruelty w ith  which the government has treated a man 
%vho deserved consideration from  his country. The circum-' 
stances provide a reductio ad absurdum fo r the syllogism of 
suspicion which has hitherto served as rationale fo r the 
purge.

Just as discussions of the race question in the south sooner 
or later come around to sex, so discussions of the purge always 
get back to the atom bomb. The clincher, the would-you-want- 
your-sister-to-marry argument, is whether you would place a 
Communist in charge of the secret of the atom bomb. The an
swer at the moment is, of course, obvious. T h is  answer is 
triumphantly assumed to jus tify  the discharge of a letter car
rier fo r having once contributed $5 to the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee. Some people think the atom bomb more 

‘ precious than the Constitution.
The Case of the Legless Veteran demonstrates that the 

loyalty purge goes beyond any supposed necessity fo r protect
ing secrets so v ita l they jus tify  the abandonment of traditional 
liberties. The political views and the job involved show that 
the effect is to punish a man fo r his ideas, irrespective of his 
conduct or his record.

James Kutcher, who lost his legs to a German shell and 
his livelihood to American hysteria, is a member of the So
cialist Workers Party, a Trotskyist group opposed to the So
viet regime. No one could suspect a Trotskyist of try ing  to 
steal the atom bomb and ship it  to the Kremlin, except per
haps w ith mechanism attached to make i t  go o ff when Stalin 
turned the spigot on the office samovar.

No suspicion of divided allegiance is raised. The Trotsky
ists have been blacklisted fo r their political ideas.1 Just what 
the government finds objectionable about their ideas is lio t 
clear. They are lumped with other radical parties, including 
the Communists, under the general heading of organizations 
which “ seek to alter the form of government of the United 
States by unconstitutional means.”  That’s as vague as i t  is 
broad.

No further explanation is given. The loyalty order does 
not require the attorney general to give an accused organiza
tion either a hearing or an explanation. . . Membership in  the 
blacklisted party is enough fo r discharge, though the organ
ization may be a legal political party, campaigning fo r public' 
office. That this provides disturbing precedent fo r the future 
should be obvious. I f  Trotskyists can be proscribed, why not 
Socialists? I f  Socialists, why not New Dealers? . . .

Basic political liberties and basic procedural safeguards 
are threatened by the standards of judgment and procedure 
applied in The Case of the Legless Veteran. These in turn are 
not the handiwork of that 80th Congress, but were established 
by the loyalty order. The order was Harry Truman’s and 
Harry Truman claims to be a friend of civil rights. More 
pitiable than a man without legs is a President without firm. 
principles.________________ _________

"Socialist Workers 
Party - What It Is - 
What It Stands For"

Who rules America? Who 
are the “ informal, invisible, 
shadow”  figures behind the 
White House? What future do 
they plan for America? What 
do the inside works of capital
ism look like? Where is the 
capitalist system headed? How 
w ill socialism work out? What 
inspires the members of the 
Socialist Workers Party?

These questions answered by 
Joseph Hansen in this 32-page 
pamphlet. Send for your copy.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University PL, New York 3, 
New York

Visit your local headquarters of the G

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
Dobbs-Carlson campaign material, The M ilitant, Fourth Interna

tional, books and pamphlets on Socialism available.
A K R O N — 4 So. H ow a rd  S t.. 2nd f l .  Mon. 
th rough  P r l. .  7 to  9 p. m . ; B ranch  maet- 
lng  every Thura. 8 p.m .

B A L T IM O R E — 1121 E . B a ltim o re  St., 
Phono W o lf»  17S3J. D a lly  » a . m . J a m . ,  
O Coover Sr.. M IL IT A N T  and F O U R TH  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  on «ale.

BOSTON—W orke rs  E ducationa l Center. 
SO S tu a rt S t., open Mon. 5:30-9:00 p. m .. 
Wed. 7-10 p. m .

B U F F A L O — M ilita n t FonnrS, 829 M a in  
St., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adlson 3980. E ve ry  
a fte rnoon except Sun.

CHICAG O—777 W . Adam« (corner H a l-  
«tod). Phone D E A rb o rn  4707, D a lly  except 
Sun., 11 a . m .-5 p. m . L ib ra ry , book
store.

C L E V E L A N D —M ilita n t Fo rum . Sun.. 
8:30 p. m ., Peck's H a ll. 1440 E . 82nd St. 
(o ff W ade P a rk  A ve .).

D E T R O IT — 8108 L lnw ood Ave. Phone 
TV  7-0287. Mon. th rough  S a t., 12-5 p. m.

F L IN T —S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  H a ll,  
215 E. N in th  S treet. Phone: 2-2490. 
Open House S a tu rday evenings.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t  Publ. As«n.. 
Room 201, 124 W . 6th S t. Phone V A ndyke 
8061.

SAN PED RO —M ilita n t.  1008 S. P a c ific  
Room 214.

W A T TS —M ilita n t.  1720 E . 97th B t. 
L Y N N , (Mass.)—M ili ta n t Pub‘ 1 AaB’n, 

44 Centre l Ave.. o ffice  open Tues., Wed.
7:30-9:30 p. m.

M IL W A U K E E —SW P State Cam paign 
Headquarters. 608 S. 5th St. Sun. through 
F r t . ,  7:30-9:30 p. m . Phone BR oadw ay 
2-9645.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone
M ain 7781. D a lly  except Sun.. 10 a . m .- 
6 p. m . L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (Conn.)—M ili ta n t  D is 
cussion Group every F r l .  7:30 p.m . M ill.

ta n t L a b o r Club, 165 M a in  St. (n e x t to 
S trand  T hea tre ).

N E W  H A V E N  —  L a b o r School. 858. 
G rand Ave., 3 rd  f l . ,  Tues. 8-10:30 p. ID .

N E W A R K —423 S p rin g fie ld  A re . Phone- 
B ige low  3-2574. R ead ing  room . Op«» 
da lly , 12-4 and 7-10 p .m . * , r . '/ j i j

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (H a .)—11« Universe 
l t y  P I. Phone OR. 5-8149. '

E A S T  S ID E —251 E . H ouston fit?  
1st f l .  7

H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t., R m . US 
Phone MO. 2-1866. Open discussion.* 
Th u rs ., 8 p. m.

BR O N X — 1034 Prospect Ave., l« t  f i r  
Phone L U . 9-0101.

B R O O K LY N —635 F u lto n  S t. Phone 
ST. 3-7433. 4

C H E L S E A — 130 W . 23rd St. Phone 
O IL 2-9434. .
O A K L A N D  (C a l.)—W rite  P. O. Boa 

1351. Oakland 4. ' ' i
P H IL A D E L P H IA  — 1303-05 W . G ira rd  

a ve ., 2nd f l .  Phone Stevenson 4-5820; 
Open da lly . Fo rum , F r l . .  8 p. m . V 

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F if th  Ave.. 2nd f l !  
Tues., W ed.. F r l. ,  7 to  9. p. m ., fo rum s." 
Sun., 4 p. m . .. ’

SAN FR AN C ISC O —1739■ F illm o re  A re h  
4th  f l .  Phone FT. 6-0410. D a ily  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.

S E A T T LE —M ayna rd  B ldg ., le t  Are«, 
South & W ash ing ton. Phone M a in  M7B, 
Mon. th rough  Sat., 12-5 p. m . B ranch 
meeting, F r l . ,  8 p. m . L ib ra ry , bo ok »tore.

ST. LO U IS — 1023 N . G rand B lvd ., Rm ! 
312. M ili ta n t Forum s. Thu rs ., 7-30-10 p .m .

ST. P A U L — 540 Cedar S t. Phone da*« 
fie ld  1137. Open da lly . Bookstore.

TO LE D O  —  W eekly m eeting« «vary 
F r id a y  n ig h t a t  7:30, Kappa H a ll,  413 
S um m it, Room 1, top  f l .

YOUNGSTOW N —  234 E . Federa l S t.. 
Phone 3-1355. W ed., F r l . ,  Sa t.. 1:8« t *  
I p .  a .

MtwsHbnoa** t i per m e : A A A A A J B V  j |  A g  MMm »raffle Order* (8 or more
too fo r  6 month«. P o n lr n ;  a m  M m  m s  S U m  I I I  f l  oos>le«>: So each In  17.8., 4o
12 per pear; $1 fo7 6 m onth*. M m  V  ITl I LI ■  ■1|V I each In  fo re ign  ocmntriea.

“ E ntered 8« second ciaaa M M M  MM M  T  Signed a rtic le s  hy contrlbn -
B » tte r  M a r. T. 1 » «  a t  the  Published W eekly In  the In te re s t*  o f  the  W o rk in g  People to r3  ,,0 not necessarily rep-
P bst O ffice  a t N ew  Y o rk , THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION resent The M ili ta n t ’*  pollcle*.
N . T -  under the  ac t o f M a r. 116 U n iv e rs ity  P I., N . Y . 8. N . Y . (P hone: A L  4-9330) Theee are  expressed In  Its
I ,  1879.“  -  F A R R E L L  DOBBS. E d ito r  ed ito ria ls .
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Capitalist monopolies, having corroded the middle classes, 
are devouring the democracies. Monopolies themselves were 
a result of private ownership of the means of production. P ri
vate ownership, having once been the source of progress, came 
into contradiction with modern technique and is now the cause 
of crisis, wars, national persecutions and reactionary dictator
ship. The liquidation of the private ownership of the means 
o f production is the central historical task of our epoch and 
w ill guarantee the birth of a new, more harmonious society. 
The act of birth, daily' observation teaches us, is never a 
“ gradual”  process but a biological revolution.
—Leon Trotsky, Interview in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Mar. 1940

Seamen Wise 
On Imperialism
Editor:

During one of our coffee-time 
hull sessions, I had an accusation 
leveled at me by a Stalinist sea
man. He ealled me a pamphleteer 
and said that I mouthed phrases 
that had little  bearing upon ac
tual fact. According to him, it  
was all righ t to read Marxist 
books, but after all they had 
been written some time ago and 
these questions are subject to 
change. I asked him what charges 
he was specifically referring to.

“ Well,”  said Blackie, “ you’re 
wrong on that idea of self-de
termination of peoples. That 
statement you made that all 
troops should get out of the co
lonial countries and let the peo
ple decide fo r themselves how 
they want to be governed is an 
incorrect position. You wouldn’t 
say that if  you really knew the 
score.”

“ A ll right,”  I  said, “ what’s the 
score.”

Some of the interested listeners 
to these informal debates moved 
in closer to hear the gems of 
wisdom from this gazooney.

“ Now take Italian Somaliland,”  
he began. “ I think that Italian 
Somaliland should be given back



;$WP Election Tour ■ - ...........................

Baltimore Hospitality
—  ■ i By Farrell Dobbs> Presidential Candidate -   

BALTIMORE, Oct. 26— Drama rode the rails 
w ith  me today from New York to Baltimore. Not 
everyone noticed it, but there i t  was, a real-life

tale of human tragedy under 
capitalism, powerfully portray
ed two Negro youth in m ilitary 
uniform.

One young soldier was a 
veteran of World War II, 
returning home to Baltimore 
for the first time an five years, 
his breast heavily decorated 
w ith campaign ribbons and- 
battle stars. The “ Hershey 
bars”  on his sleeve reached al
most to his elbow. He looked 

old! and wise fa r beyond his years.
The other was a young—a very young—draftee, 

jus t entering the conscript army of World War 
I I I ,  heading fo r a m ilita ry training camp in the 
Jim-Crow South.

They met fo r the firs t time on the train and 
soon became fast friends. Strong bonds of com
mon suffering as Negro victims of cruel dis
crimination and as the cannon fodder of im
perialist war drew them together.
'Z  When they parted a t Baltimore, the draftee 
compressed the story of their future, and the 
future o f.a ll American youth under capitalism, 
into four b itter words, “ See you in Russia.”

I  walked off the tra in  w ith the veteran. When 
his feet touched the good earth of his home town, 
he set down his barrack bag, breathed deeply and 
exultantly, smiling happily at the world.

“ Home!”  he said, “ Home at last, after five 
long years, but L s till can’t  believe i t  until I  get 
out to the northwest side and see my mother.” 

Then an unpleasant memory of the past must 
have flashed through his mind, fo r he suddenly

turned to me and said grim ly, “ I  don’t want to 
mess up, mister, but nobody better try  to push 
me around.”

I wished him luck and he headed for the cab 
stand.

Baltimore gave the returning hero his first 
welcome. Baltimore thanked the veteran of five 
years of hell in the European and Pacific wax- 
theatres by pushing him back to the end of the 
line until every white passenger was comfortably 
seated in a taxi.

I hope he picked up the Baltimore Sun a few 
hours later and read the following story:

“ An audience of young-men and women heard 
the young presidential candidate of the Socialist 
Workei-s Party pictux-e a future America with no 
policemen, no armies and no capitalists, but with 
all of life ’s needs provided fo r everyone in 
bounteous measure. . .

“ Mr. Dobbs illustrated how the workers and 
fai-mcrs government which he some day hopes 
to head w ill end the need fo r policemen, jails, 
coui'ts and judges. . .

“ When we abolish the profit motive and in- 
ci-ease production—as we would increase i t  in 
our economy of plenty—watches and other valu
ables would become as common and as easily 
attainable as water. No one would want to take 
ypurs and so we would need no police.

“ Abolishing armies would be just as simple, 
he asserted. W ith the profit motive abolished and 
the economy of plenty substituted fo r the capital
ists’ economy of scarcity, the people of the world 
have no motive fo r which to fight each other. . .

“ We must organize, he said, by two and threes, 
by dozens and thousands to establish the Work
ers and Farmers Government, abolish the capital
ist system and form a socialist soQiety.”

SWP Election Tour ------------------------------------------------

On Historic Ground
I ■ .1 I By Grace Carlson, Vice-Presidential Candidate —

Boston, the scene of so many stirring events in 
the F irs t American Revolution, provided us with 
Some more stirring  events in our campaign fo r a 

Third American Revolution. In 
three days of meetings in 
Boston, Cambridge and Lynn 
last week, we had large, in 
terested audiences and some 
of the largest' and liveliest 
discussion periods that I ’ve had 
any place on this toux\ The 
Massachusetts folks are dis
cussers from way back.

The discussion at Harvard 
University was ended by the 
g r o u n d s  policeman, who 

•threatened to turn off the lights. Before that, 
-questioners and discussers of all shades of 
political belief had taken the floor. Sponsored by 
Harvard Students for Dobbs and Carlson, 85 
students had crowded into the meeting room and 
another 50 had been turned away.

• Most important is the fact that the meeting 
resulted in the formation of a permanent So
cialist Workers Party Study Club on the Harvard 
cammis.

» » *

Although the reactionaries in charge of the 
New Jersey Weather Bux-eau turned on a cold 
driving rain last Sunday, we had a fine tux-nout 
at -the Newaxk election rally. Of course, our 
courageous veteran, James Kutcher was there. A 
fighter like Kutcher who faces up to all of the

attacks of red-bating Government officials is not 
one to be defeated by rain!

I t  was another cold, l-ainy day on Monday 
when I went up to New Brita in to speak at an 
NAACP-sponsorcd Forum. Some 55 people turned 
out to hear Republican, Democx-atic, Px-ogressive, 
Socialist and Socialist Workers Party spokesmen. 
As is usually the case in such forums, little  
attention was paid to the Republican and Demo
cratic speakers although they were Negro pro
fessional men of some standing and ability.

The alert audience at this forum knew that 
the Republicans and Democrats were parties of 
American capitalism and turned to the Pro
gressive, SP and SWP spokesmen fo r answers 
to the problems of wax-, povex-ty axxd Jim Crow.

Like his mentor, Norman Thomas, the SP 
speaker made a red-baiting attack on the Pro
gressive Party although he said some very true 
things about Wallace’s fa ilura to fight Jim Crow 
when he was ixx Washington. I  gave the SWP 
position—that Wallace dannot wage an effective 
fig h t against war or Jim Crow because he is a 
capitalist politician; that the-Communist Party 
betrays the workers by supporting Wallace; that 
Norman Thomas is a fake socialist, who is now 
lining up with the State .Department; that we 
stand fo r an all-out struggle agxxinst the whole 
capitalist system.

A fter I returned to xxiy seat, Mrs. Paul Robeson, 
the Px-ogressive Party spokesman, leaned over to 
say “ Good fo r you!”  and asked fo r some of our 
campaign literature.

Highest Paid Labor Leader
■ ■ By Joseph Keller — — — — —

One of the evils w ithin the old A F L  that helped 
precipitate the revolt of the CIO was the big 
salaries and expense accounts of the A F L  bureau
crats. When the CIO was formed, the ranks 
-insisted that their officers be paid wages com
parable to what a skilled worker getting the union 
scale might receive.

I t  was not because the CIO workers begrudged 
the ir leaders the extra money. But b itter experi
ence had taught them that union officials who 
are too fa r removed from the workers in their 
liv ing  standards lose touch w ith  the realities of 
the workers’ lives, become soft and corrupt.

The old-line AFL  moguls—the Greens, Tobins, 
Wolls, Hutchinsons and Freys — not only lived 
like well-heeled business executives, but thought 
and acted like them.

One feature of the recent mine workers con
vention that the capitalist press gave much pub
lic ity  was the raising of John L. Lewis’ salary 
from $25,000 a year, plus a $10,000 annual bonus, 
to  $50,000 — makiiig him the highest paid union 
official in the world. John Owens, Secretary- 
Treasurer, got a boost from  $18,000 to $40,000, 
and International Executive Board members were 
raised from $500 to $1,000 per month.

Lewis and the officials of the UMW are in the 
top national income brackets. Their scale of liv 
ing places them closer to the more successful 
capitalist executives than to the mine workers. 
This is the outward sign of the fundamental weak- ‘ 
ness of the Lewis leadership.

Like the Greens, Mux-rays and Tobins, the UMW 
leaders live in a world apart from  the workers. 
They are accustomed to material security and 
luxury. They regard their jobs as a source of 
emoluments and wealth. They thrive under capi-

UNION TRENDS IN CANADA — Stalinists 
have their strength in Canadian unions in x-eversc 
of the situation in the U.S. They have litt le  in

fluence in the Canadian Congress 
of Labor (CIO) but are quite 
powerful in the Trades and 
Labor Congx-ess (A F L). The X'e- 
cent CCL convention Was rough 
on the Stalinists. I t  confirmed 
the expulsion of Canadian locals 

of the Mine, M ill and Smelter Workers and 
denounced “ some Communists”  who mislead 
labor unions. In contrast, the A FL convention 
backed the expulsion of a right-w ing union 
leader, Frank Hall, Vice President of the Brother
hood of Railway and Steamship Clerks, for help
ing! an anti-Stalinist group switch its  union

talism, live like capitalists and are capitalist- 
minded.

That is why Lewis — personally so aggressive 
in economic struggles — is an unregenerate re
actionary in politics. He clings to the system that 
nourishes him. He is a Republican in  his pocket- 
book and in  his heart.

Lewis may fig h t the capitalist government on 
this or that issue, and sometimes he may win a 
point, but in the end, and on the basic issues, 
lie must submit. His great talents, his inspiring 
combativeness founder on the rocks of his back
ward social and political philosophy.

Lewis’ militancy diffex-s in an important re
spect from that of the early CIO. That latter 
militancy was linked w ith  the rights of the mem
bers and was the democratic expression of their 
w ill. I t  could îlot be turned on or o ff at the whim 
of a leader.

But the UMW is internally throttled. Lewis 
runs i t  w ith a well-paid machine based on person
al loyalty to himself. He appoints two-thirds of 
the district presidents. He is a bureaucrat — 
albeit a fa r more capable one than most — lack
ing in fa ith  in the powers and intelligence of tfy f 
workers. Which means he is blind to the real 
source of his own powers. And in this too he re
flects the psychology of the capitalist class sys
tem — ruler and ruled — which he upholds.

That is why the labormovement, i f  i t  is to go 
forward, cannot depend on even so talented a 
man as Lewis. For the job of fundamental social 
reorganization that labor is destined to under
take, new and superior leaders are demanded, 
leaders linked integx-ally w ith the way of life  of 
the woi-king-class, leaders with real social vision 
and understanding of the class forces that move 
society.

allegiance. The convention also condemned the 
Marshall Plan.

OLD ARMY GAME — Mayor Flaherty of 
Lorain, O., refused to negotiate w ith  local 644 of 
the CIO United Public Workers, involving water 
works employes and othci- municipal workers, on 
the ground that Lilieiithal of the Atomic Energy 
Commission won’t  deal w ith the union on atomic 
project jobs.

CLERKS SECESSION — Representatives of 
eight Stalinist-controlled locals that have pulled 
out of the CIO Clerks union have set up an 
independent "D istributive Trades Council.”

DAILY WORKER—The Daily Worker average 
circulation is recorded in its statement of owner
ship as 21,206.
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Support of CIO Strengthens 
West Coast Maritime Strike

Striking members of the CIO Oil Workers Union point to the Union Oil Co. plant in Wilming
ton, Calif., half a mile away from where they are standing. A court injunction prohibits more than 
two pickets per gate beyond this point. Federated Pictures

O il Strikers Continue 
Grim Fight Against Odds

RICHMOND, CALIF., Oct. 25—The great oil strike is now entering its fiftieth day as 
thousands of rank and file workers continue to slug it out w ith the profit-swollen corporations 
on the West Coast.

The workers are engaged in a 
life or death struggle to preserve 
their organization.

The latest blow to be struck 
against them is the order, issued 
by the National Labor Relations 
Board, fo r a new election to “ de
termine the bargaining agents”  
fo r 4,000 men employed by Stan
dard Oil in Richmond. The NLRB 
has i-uled that both scabs and 
strikers are eligible to vote in 
this election.

This new maneuver by the gov
ernment and the bosses came in 
the midst of renewed negotiations 
brought ¿bout by the strikes 
stubborn x-efusal to surrender. 
Once again government interfer
ence has come to the aid of the 
bosses. The fu ll meaning of this 
NLRB order was made clear when 
n government official announced 
that while negotiations may con
tinue, no settlement can be signed 
until all the workers (scabs in
cluded) have east a ballot on de
termining what organization shall 
represent the employes.

Standard Oil Company then an
nounced through their attorney 
that they were “ studying the 
situation to see i f  further nego
tiations of any kind were legal 
with the striking unions.”

NOT FRIGHTENED
Although more than ten m il

lion dollars in law suits are pend
ing against the union and hun
dreds of arrests arc made by the 
police, the oil workers are not 
being fx-ightened into submission. 
Day after day and night after 
night the striking oil workers ax‘e 
cn the picket lines battling i t  out 
with ever increasing determina
tion to save their union.

The raw, inexperienced men of 
f i f t y  days ago arc today the van
guard of labor’s fig h t against 
Standard Oil. Men, who f i f ty  days 
ago canxe to picket with portable 
radios and wearing sport shirts, 
x'.re now carrying rocks and clubs 
to defend themselves and wear- 
ing asbestos gloves as protection 
against tear gas bombs.

One striker, Frank Bush, aged 
51, was picketing a section of 
railroad track only a few days 
ago.when a train of oil cars at
tempted to enter the Shell Oil 
plant in Martinez, Calif. Brother 
bush stood on the tracks and re-, 
fused to budge despite the deci
sion of the railroad police to cross 
the picket line. Brother Bush was 
knocked down and dragged un
der the cow-catcher of the loco
motive. One hundred and f if ty  
pickets then smashed the police 
lines and stopped the train. The 
Martinez Chief of Police called 
fo r more cops and the pickets 
sent fo r reinforcements. The of
ficials of the Southern Pacific 
railroad then made one more a t
tempt ,to get the tank cars into 
the shell plant. The railroad 
workers climbed out of the engine 
and walked o ff but the officials 
tried to drive the engine. Again

(he strikers stopped the train. 
The train did not get- through.

Incidents like this occur every 
day. The^trikers stand firm , they
stop trucks, oil barges and trains 
w ith every means at their dis
posal.

KNIGHT STATEMENT
O. A. Knight, International 

Pi'esident of the CIO Oil workers 
union has issued a statement ac
cusing the oil industry of deli
berately refusing to settle the 
strike despite the union’s offer to 
accept less than its original de
mands. He said;

“ In spite of the company’s well 
advertized statement that they, 
are w illing to agree to a fa ir  set
tlement, their action in rejecting 
every one of our reasonable of-

(Continued from page 1)
phical Union adopted at its re
cent convention.

LABOR CONGRESS
The ITU, engaged in a m ilitant, 

single-handed figh t against the 
Taft-Hartlcy Act, appealed to all 
unions to join forces in a Na
tional Emei-gcncv Congress of 
Labor to be held in .Washington, 
D.C. I t  proposed that this Con
gress of Labor map out a plan 
of nation-wide united labor action 
to smash the Slave Labor Law.

There is no other effective pro
gram but this — and none of the 
other union leaders have offered 
any. Yet not a single other inter
national union leadership has re
sponded as yet to the call of the 
ITU. Not even the United Mine 
Workers, which within its own 
industry has fought so valiantly 
against the Taft-IIartley Act. 
The UMW Journal hailed the ITU 
for its figh t — but did not even 
mention the most significant ac- 
tion of the ITU convention, the 
appeal for a Congress of Labor.

LOCAL ACTION
The workers cannot wait for 

the tim id, narrow-minded, sel
fishly-engrossed union bureau
crats to act. The worker's feel 
the lash of the Taft-Hai'tley Act 
every day, in the speed-up, in the 
worsening of working conditions, 
in the intolei'able provocations 
and ax-rogancc of the bosses, in 
the weakening of their locals and 
grievance committees, in strike
breaking violence and the smash
ing of strikes. They can see the 
terrible shadow of the old open- 
shop days creeping over the land.

I f  the union members depend 
on the top bureaucrats to act, 
they w ill suffer cruel consequen
ces. These leaders have never 
taken one major step forward 
until pushed and prodded and 
shoved by the ranks.'The pres-

fers proves conclusively that they 
do not mean what they say.

“W’c are, therefore, compelled 
1o announce (hat we are deter
mined to prosecute our strike by 
every legitimate method and for 
as long a period as necessary to 
convince the oil companies we 
are determined they cannot suc
ceed in their program which is 
nothing more or less than an 
all-out attempt to break our 
union.

“We call upon every fair-mind
ed citizen, particularly members 
of all unions, to support us in 
this strike as we arc convinced 
(he entire nation will suffer if 
the monopolistic oil industry is 
able to blaze a union-breaking 
trail for all industry.”

sure, the demand, the initiative 
must come from below.

The rank and file must put the 
heat on the leadership as never 
before. A ll local unions and cen
tral labor bodies should pass 
strong resolutions demanding 
that their national leaders join 
in summoning a National Emer
gency Congress of Labor. Start 
the band-wagon rolling in the 
local communities by organizing 
united conferences of all local 
unions. Once the bandwagon ga
thers speed, the “ labor states
men”  w ill either have to jump on 
or be left in the lurch.

German Trotskyists 
Hold Conference

A national conference of the 
JKD (International Communists 
oi Germany), was* held recently. 
For two days, delegates discussed 
the problems of the German sec
tion of the Fourth International.

Successes in recruitment and 
the formation of new groups was 
xeported.

The confei'cnce marked another 
important step in the growth of 
the Fourth Iuteniational in Ger
many and in the sti'uggle. of the 
German working class against the 
occupation.

The Gei'man Trotskyists now 
have thi'ce.publications: the mag
azine Die Internazionalc, printed 
abroad; and two mimeogi'aphed 
papers, L'nser Weg and Der Marx
ist appearing in Germany.

RUBBER UNION — N. H. 
Eagle, Oiganizational Director 
and main Stalinist figure in the 
CIO Rubber Union was ousted by 
Pres. Backmaster w ith  the ap- 
proval of the Bass-dominated ex
ecutive board. The boax'd ratified 
the appointment of Fleet Perrine, 
a member of Goodrich local 5 of 
Akron, to the post.

How Labor Can Smash 
The Taft-Hartley Act

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 24— The fifty-two day old pacific 
coast maritime strike .was strengthened last week by the fu ll 
backing of the national CIO.
The ship operators, on their 
side, called in a House Labor 
subcommittee headed by Repre
sentative Charles J. Kcrsten of 
Wisconsin to smear the strike as 
‘ red.”

President Phillip Murray, in a 
strongly worded letter to all CIO 
affiliates throughout the country, 
urged “ every possible moral and 
financial aid to the west coast 
maritime unions.”

“ The unions involved, the Inter
national Longshoremen’s & Ware
housemen’s Union, the .National 
Union of Marine Cooks and Stew
ards, the Marine Engineers Bene
fic ial Association of the CIO, and 
the Marine Firemen, Oilers, 
Watertenders and Wipers, inde
pendent, can win their just de
mands with the aid of their 
brother trade unionists through- 
ru t the country,”  Murray’s letter 
said.

Murray had been appraised of 
the seriousness of the situation 
here by CIO Director of Organ
ization, Allan Haywood, who at
tempted unsuccessfully to resume 
negotiations with the operators 2 
weeks ago. Since the beginning 
of the strike last Sept. 2, the ship 
operators have refused to nego
tiate w ith the present leaders of 
the striking unions on the grounds 
that they “ follow Communist 
Party line” and are “ irresponsi
ble.”

DIRECT CHALLENGE
Murray reminded all C IO  

unions that “the direct challenge 
by these employers of the right 
of the workers to select negotia
ting committees of their own 
choosing is a threat to every 
labor union in the country; it 
represents an attempt to estab
lish a new pattern of company 
unionism.”
• In one of the strongest appeals 

ever made by the national CIO 
fo r financial support, M urray’s 
letter continued: “ The striking 
unions are already sorely pressed 
fo r funds. This fig h t is a crucial 
one to organized labor. The ship
owners have made i t  clear that 
they hope to starve out the 
unions. I am therefore urging that 
you give whatever financial help 
you possibly can to these striking 
unions.”

Reporting his own efforts to 
resume negotiations, Murray said, 
“ I have urged the U.S. Maritime 
Commission and other approp
riate agencies of the government 
to lend their good offices in order 
to bring about the resumption of 
negotiations. You and your local 
unions may likewise desire to 
petition the U.S. Maritime Com 
mission and the Director of the 
U.S. Conciliation Service to take 
similar action.”

While Murray was relying on 
these government agencies to in
tervene on behalf of the strikers, 
the. House Labor subcommittee 
was convened here by Represen 
tativc Kerstcn and gave an exhi
bition of how the government in
tervenes and on whose behalf.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Conducting public hearings in 

the Post Office building, the 
committee had subpoenaed a nunt- 
ber of witnesses, among them 
Frank P. Foisie, president of the 
Waterfront Employers’ Associa 
tion, Hugh Bryson, president of 
the CTO Marine Cooks and Stew
ards and David Jenkins of the 
California Labor School

Completely disregarding the is
sues in the strike, Representative 
Kersten was interested in only 
one question: "A re  you now or 
have you ever been a Commun
is t? ”  To this Foisie answered, 
“ In no wise.”  He was then en
couraged to use the “ hearings”  as 
a rostrum to denounce the strike. 
Foisie charged that the strike 
follows the Communist party line, 
is aimed against the Marshall 
plan, and seeks to destroy the 
American merchant marine.

In contrast to this treatment 
accorded the employers’ spokes
man, Hugh Bryson, the only union 
representative to appear was 
grilled fo r more than half an 
hour in an attempt to make him 
give a yes or no answer to the 
question of his political a ffilia 
tions. A t one point in the probe, 
while Bryson was speaking, Ker
stcn rapped his gavel in time 
with Bryson’s words, drowning 
out the remarks and shouting at 
the witness, “ Answer the ques
tion.”

David Jenkins of the California 
Labor School, who in no way rep
resents the striking maritime 
workers, was sim ilarly quizzed.

Two attorneys who attempted to 
represent and advise Jenkins, 
w'ere physically ejected from the 
hearing chambers. Jenkins a lead
ing Stalinist spokesman on this 
coast, was asked what subjects 
were taught at tho California 
Labor School, i f  Marxism was 
among them, and i f  he believed 
in the Dictatorship o f the Prole
tariat.

“ Asking that is like asking me 
dy I believe in rain. I  didn’t  in 
vent the dictatorship of the pro
letariat. I never lived under it. I  
don’t believe in it  for America, 
if  that’s what you mean. I  don’t 
believe in dictatorship by Big 
Business either.”

DICTATORIAL METHODS
The hearings were picketed by 

members of the strik ing unions, 
and longshoremen and seamen 
jammed the small Federal court 
room and all corridors leading to 
it. A t the outset Kersten threat
ened to clear the court and hold 
private hearings when the audi
ence demonstrated against the 
dictatorial methods of the com
mittee chairman and in sympathy 
w ith remarks of the witnesses. 
Before leaving town, Kersten an
nounced that he would seek cita
tions fo r contempt against Bry
son and Jenkins.

On the picket lines the strike 
began to tighten up. During the 
week protests against cargo and 
ship movements were registered 
by the strikers in San Pedro and 
Portland. These protests were 
provoked by the following facts 
which are now coming to the 
general attention of tho strikers:

1) The El Dorado Oil Works 
where the Swedish Motor Vessel 
"Kookaburra”  was allowed to 
discharge a load of copra two 
weeks ago was found to have f i 
nancial ties with the Matson em
pire.

2) The SS “ American Oriole,”
operated by the General Steam
ship Corp. w ith crew members of 
the CIO National Maritime Union, 
was cleared to load grain and to 
sail from here. She is being load
ed by longshoremen at pre-strike 
wages and conditions.

3) The SS “ Charles Brantley 
Aycock,”  also operated by General 
Steamship, le ft a Bay area 
shipyard and sailed fo r Seattle 
where she has now' been declared 
“ hot.”

Since knowledge of ship move
ments has become widespread, 
pressure from the strikers has 
forced most of the vessels to be 
declared “ hot,”  as iiv the case of 
the “ Aycock.”  The same is true 
of the “ Perkins,”  now tied up in 
Longview. The independent Ma
rine Firemen’s Union has gone 
on record against working any 
foreign vessels during the strike.
STRIKE TIGHTENS

As the strike tightens up, its 
grip is being fe lt by the big 
wheat growers in the Pacific 
Northwest. A report from  the 
Oregon Wheat Commission wails 
that wheat pi-oducers are faced 
w ith “ loss of markets.”  The re
port says that “ all indications are 
that the demand fo r wheat abroad 
w ill soon be filled, which w ill 
leave us with a ti'emendous sur
plus in the Pacific Northwest.”

The report claims that 100 m il
lion bushels of wheat or flour 
must move out of the northwest 
to make room for the 1949 crop. 
Delay in moving present supplies 
"makes i t  cci'tain,”  according to 
the growers, that much wheat 
w ill still be in warehouses when 
1949 harvesting begins.

Tliesc growers arc still enthu
siastic supporters of the ship op
erators, but i f  they arc anxious 
to get their wheat moved they 
w ill have to ask the operators to 
change their attitude and recog
nize the unions of the striking 
maritime workers.

NEWARK FORUM
An Analysis of the 

Election Returns
\ Speaker:

George Breilinan
Friday, Nov. 5 at 8:45 P. M. 

423 Springfield Avenue

In Pennsylvania
Vote for

D O B B S  and  C A R L S O N
I >

On ballot as Militant Workers 
, Party

F IF T H  ROW ON BALLOT


