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‘END CAPITALISM TO STOP WAR’ -  DOBBS
SWP Presidential Nominee on NBC Network
Text o f National Broadcast 
Delivered by Farrell Dobbs

Less than  th ree  years a fte r  the  te rm in a tio n  o f  the  
Second W o r ld  W a r we are  th rea tened  w ith  the  im m i­
nen t o u tb re a k  o f  a n o the r w ar. W ith in  the  l i fe t im e  
o f  one gene ra tion , we have gone th ro u g h  a v ic io u s  
cycle  o f  w a r; then  dep ress ion ; the n  a n o th e r w a r; then  
the  p resen t in f la t io n ;  and the  fre n z ie d  p re p a ra tio n  
fo r  a T h ird  W o r ld  W ar. T h is  is the  cyc le  o f  c a p ita l­
ism  —  w ar, depression, in f la t io n ,  and again w ar.

The capitalist masters of America and their political tools 
at Washington are deliberately plotting and preparing to drag 
the American people into another war. Capitalist production 
for profits cannot be reconciled with peace and prosperity for 
the people.

Hardly two years after converting industry to peacetime 
production, the home market is already saturated. '1 he workers 
can buy back only a small portion of what they produce, and 
Ihe ruinous inflation, combined with a refusal to grant even a 
cost-of-living wage increase, only aggravates the contradiction. 
The countries of Europe and Asia, ruined by the war, are unable 
to buy the surplus American goods. Ihe ruling capitalists see 
no way of postponing the threatened depression, which w ill be 
far deeper and more devastating than that of the Thirties, than 
by shifting to 'a n  armaments economy in preparation for an 
actual war. In their minds, peace is identified with the demands 
of organized workers for a larger .share of the products of their 
to il, for a greater degree of security. Peace is identified in the 
minds of the profit-mongers with the nation-w'ide strikes of the 
miners, railroad, packinghouse, auto and steel workers. They 
want to make an end of that. They want to break up the unions 
and free themselves from the necessity of dealing with organized 
workers.

The war which they are plotting and preparing is directed 
against the American people as w'ell as against the rank and file 
of humanity throughout the world.

The drive against the unions was spearheaded by the passage 
of the anti-union Taft-I hartley law whose provisions are now 
being used to smash strikes with injunctions and police tefror. 
The Steel Trust, giving the lead to the major corporations, has 
refused to disgorge a single penny of its fabulous profits for 
wage increases to meet the increased cost of living of workers in 
the mills.

The Chrysler Corporation, wallowing in excess profits, has 
forced its workers to strike for modest cost-of-living increases.

Calls fo r  S ocia lis t A m erica

The packinghouse workers have been battling injunctions 
and police terror on the picket lines for more than two months.

W ith all my heart 1 greet the heroic auto and packinghouse 
strikers who are fighting the battle of all workers today.

W ar and  D ic ta to rsh ip

FARRELL DOBBS

The preparations for war coincide with preparations for 
m ilita ry dictatorship at home. The major posts in the cabinet 
and the chief positions in important government agencies are 
occupied by the brass hats of the army and the navy or the 
overlords of industry and finance.

Under the direction and inspiration of this notorious Wall 
Street-Brass Hat combination, democratic rights and civ il liber­
ties arc under constant attack. A b ill to militarize the youth 
is being rushed towards passage. Government employes are 
subjected to Gestapo-like inquisitions. Congress itself is the 
scene of wild orgies of o ffic ia lly  organized witch-hunting.

Foreign-born trade union leaders are picked up every day 
and held for deportation. The notorious Mundt B ill, now in 
preparation, would make all opposition to the m ilitary'd ictator- 
ship a crime punishable by long prison sentences, by deportation 
and concentration camps.

The monopolists are determined to take all the colossal costs 
of the war out of the hides of the American workers.

“ N o th in g  L e ft B u t the W hip ”
Business Week, an authoritative Wall Street magazine, bru­

ta lly admits to this purpose in its issue of April 24th. I quote: 
“ L iving standards would have to go down — not up. . . we 
couldn’t fight another war without dictating to everyone where 
to work, what to do and what to get paid for it. . . A ll the candy 
has been passed out now. This time there would be nothing 
left but the whip.”

So speaks Business Week, an authentic voice of the monopoly 
capitalists, who are the chief enemies of the American people.

This is the outspoken program of m ilita ry  dictatorship —  
the iron heel of the capitalist oligarchy stamping out the lives, 
the hopes and the liberties of the masses of American people.

The m ilitary dictatorship is the inexorable product of a 
system which is driven inevitably, by the iron laws of its own 
contradictions, and of its insoluble crisis, from one global war 
to another. The conclusion follows with the same inexorable 
logic:

T h e re  can be no e ffe c tiv e  s trugg le  to  de fend  the 
u n ion s , to  p ro te c t and im p ro v e  the  l iv in g  standards 
o f  the  w o rke rs , to safeguard and extend  the  r ig h ts  
and lib e r t ie s  o f  the  A m e rica n  peop le , unless i t  is  d i­
rected against the ca p ita lis t o lig a rch y  and its  agents 
in  the  b ip a rtisa n  c o a lit io n  w h ich  ru les  in  W ash ing ton .

T h e re  can be no e ffe c tiv e  s trugg le  against w ar 
unless i t  is d ire c ted  tow ards the  e lim in a t io n  o f  the 
w a r-b re e d ing  c a p ita lis t system ; tow ards the  destruc-

t io n  o f  the  pow er o f  l i f e  and death  o ve r the  e n tire  
h um an  race now  possessed by a h a n d fu l o f  m adm en.

There can be no effective struggle against the twin monsters 
of war and m ilita ry  dictatorship unless it  is directed towards 
the establishment of a Workers and Farmers Government, which 
w ill organize this country and the world for a society based on 
human needs, without profits, classes or exploitation.

Only one party stands on the basis of such a program in 
the United States today. That is the Socialist Workers Party 
whose banner 1 shall be proud to carry in the coming presiden­
tial election campaign. ,

The party o f Henry Wallace, despite its loud agitation for 
peace, disarmament and against internal repression, is not a 
genuine anti-war party, because it is not an anti-capitalist party.

The S iv ind le  o f P a c ifism
A movement fo r peace pledged to disband at the outbreak 

of war is nothing but a mass swindle of the millions of people 
who have placed their confidence in this movement. The Com­
munist Party, by supporting this Wallace swindle, is once again 
selling out the American workers to serve the momentary diplo­
matic interests of Stalin and his Kremlin gang. *

There is another so-called peace party, not as large as the 
Wallace Party but just as loud in its anti-war pretensions. 1 
am referring to the party of Norman Thomas. This party bears 
the name of the organization which once claimed Eugene V. Debs 
as its leader. But this is a cruel deception. Debs fought the 
First World War before officia l entry of the United States. He 
went to ja il for continuing this struggle after the declaration of 
war by Congress. Norman Thomas and his cohorts betrayed 
the memory of Debs by jumping on the wrar bandwagon the day 
alter the United States entered the war.

The struggle for socialism does not cease in time- of war. 
On the contrary those who quit the struggle when war breaks out 
cease to be socialists.

The Socialist Workers Parly took its position in the tradi­
tion of Debs in the Second World War. It continued its struggle 
against war and capitalism, even though eighteen o f its leaders 
suffered imprisonment for their fide lity  to the working class and 
to the cause o f socialism.

The Socialist Workers Party w ill continue the same uncom­
promising struggle today on the brink of the Third  World War.

W o rk in g m e n  and W o rk in g w o m e n ! In  y o u r great 
num bers, and in  y o u r mass o rgan iza tions , rests the  
pow er to  s lop  th is  fa ta l p lu ng e  in to  w ar and d ic ta to r­
sh ip . You have the  pow er to  change e ve ry th in g .

O rgan ize  th is  in v in c ib le  p o w e r!
U n ite  w ith  the  S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty !
B in d  y o u r ranks  tog e the r w ith  a soc ia lis t p ro ­

gram , and beg in  the  m a rch  to  a w o r ld  w here  we 
and o u r  c h ild re n  can liv e  in  peace as fre e  h um an  
beings w ith o u t p o v e rty  and  w ith o u t fe a r !

4th International Hailed 
By Cannon in Introduction

In  a na tio n -w id e  ra d io  broadcast ove r th e  NBC 
n e tw o rk , F a r re ll D obbs, S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty  
nom inee  f o r  U. S. P re s id en t, on  M ay 15  ca lled  on
the American people to "unite with the Socialist Workers Party”  
in order to stop war by ending the capitalist system that breeds 
war.

James P. Cannon, SWP National Secretary, opened the SWP 
radio program with an introductory statement, the text of which 
follows: * * * '

'I he Socialist Workers Party launches today its first presi­
dential campaign, and presents its candidate, Farrell Dobbs.

The Socialist Workers Party *  
is the sole representative in this 
ccun try  o f the au then tic  socia l­
ism o f M arx  and Engels, o f Debs 
and Haywood, o f Lenin and T ro ts ­
ky.

We are called “ T ro ts k y is ts ”  —  
and wc are proud to hear th a t 
name.

F or T ro ts k y  —  side by side 
w ith  Len in  —  was the leader and 
o rgan izer o f the Russian revo lu­
tion  —  the g rea test and m ost 
progressive social action in  a ll 
h is to ry .

Even more lhan t l ia l,  T ro tsky  
defended the Russian revo lu tion  
—  and the princ ip les o f w orld  
labor em ancipation which i t  em­
bodied —  against the S ta lin is t 
be trayers up to  the ve ry  moment 
o f  his death, at the hands o f a 

-S ta lin is t -assassin, in  M exico-C ity  
e igh t years ago.

“ T ro tsky ism ”  is a w orld -w ide 
movement which un ites revo lu ­
tion a ry  m ilita n ts  o f a ll countries 
and na tiona lities , o f a ll races and 
colors, in  a common w orld  o rgan­
iza tion , founded by T ro tsky , and 
known as the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n ­
a l. .

The F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l has 
ju s t successfully concluded its  
W orld  Congress in  Europe, w ith  
delegates in attendance fro m  19 
countries and fo u r  continents.
A ltho ug h  prevented by the reac­
tio n a ry  V oorh is  Law , fro m  a f f i ­
lia tio n , the S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  is in  fu l l  sym pathy w ith  
the w o rld  s trugg le  o f the F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l fo r  the em ancipa­
tion  o f the w orkers ahd colonial 
peoples fro m  c a p ita lis t exp lo ita ­
tion  and oppression.

F rom  th is  na tiona l rad io  fo ru n i 
I salute the W orld  Congress o f 
the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  the 
name o f the Socia lis t W orkers 
F o r ty  o f the U n ited  States.

F a rre ll Dobbs, the presidentia l 
candidate o f the Socia list W ork-

JAMES-Pr'CANNON

ers P a rty , has spent m ost o f  h is 
active li fe  in  the soc ia lis t and 
labo r movement. He was one o f 
the leaders o f the g rea t M innea­
po lis tru c k d riv e rs ’ s trikes.

For years he served as secre­
ta ry -tre a s u re r o f the fam ous 
Local 544 o f th a t c ity . A s in te r ­
na tiona l representative o f the 
Team sters Union, he was the 
ch ie f o rgan izer o f more than 
200,000 m otor transp o rt w orkers 
in  eleven states.

F a rre ll Dobbs was one o f the 
18 leaders o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  and Local 544 who 
served prison sentences in  1944 
and 1945 fo r  th e ir  defense o f 
dem ocratic unionism  and opposi­
tion  to the w ar. F o r a num ber o f 
years he has been the e d ito r o f 
The M ilita n t,  the w eekly T ro ts ­
k y is t  newspaper.

I t  is m y g ro a t p riv ile ge  to  in ­
troduce to  you th is  evening' the 
candidate o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  fo r  P resident o f the 
U n ited  States, F a rre ll Dobbs.

Vice-Presidentia l Nominee

G R A C E  CAR LSO N, SW P nominee fo r  U. S. V ice-President. 
Served 4 years as delegate to St. Paul A F L  Trades &  Labor As-, 
sem bly. In  1940, resigned post in M innesota Education D e pa rtm e n t 
to  run fo r  Senator on SWP tic ke t. One o f the 18 SW P leaders 
imprisoned in 1944 for opposition to capitalist war.
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How New Mechanization Affects Miners
By Morgan West

On March 15 coal miners 
throughout the nation sloshed 
the water from their buckets, 
th e  tra d it io n a l s tr ik e  s igna l, and 
w alked away fro m  the p it  mouths. 
W ith in  a few  days v ir tu a lly  a ll 
o f  the  400,000 m iners  were out, 
“ u n w illin g  to  w o rk .”  Tw o weeks 
la te r  P ittsb u rg h  - Consolidation 
Coal Company, la rges t m in ing  
com pany in  the w o rld , and the 
Joy  M a n u fac tu ring  Company, 
producers o f m in in g  m ach inery, 
jo in t ly  announced the successful 
com pletion o f a new “ continuous 
m in in g  m achine”  w h ich m ig h t 
w e ll “ dispjace h a lf  o f a ll m iners 
p resen tly  em ployed.”  Ju b ila n tly , 
T im e magazine crowed th a t “ The 
t im in g  could h a rd ly  have been 
be tte r.”

M echanization came la te  to the 
ifiines. Long a fte r  assembly line  
technique b ro ug h t mass produc­
t io n  in to  a lm ost every o ther 
m a jo r in du s try , m in in g  remained 
an occupation o f in d iv idu a l to il. 
O n ly la te  in  the depression did 
load ing  machines begin to  dis­
place hand load ing , on a broad 
scale. The Second W orld  W a r w ith  
its  insatiab le  demand fo r  coal a t 
any price  gave a g re a t im petus 
to  m echanization. Y e t even to-

day a rem arkab ly  la rge  num ber 
of independent producers o f even 
medium size (S to 6 thousand 
tons d a ily  o u tp u t), run  m ines th a t 
are inadequately mechanized.

M ines opera te side by side 
which in  p o in t o f technique are 
separated by a century. One em­
ploys ponies o r mules fo r  tra n s ­
po rta tion , hand labo r fo r  cu ttin g  
the coal, hand labo r fo r  loading, 
carbide lam ps fo r  illu m in a tio n . 
The o ther is equipped w ith  00 
ton m otors o r conveyor belts, 
rubber t ire d  shu ttle  buggies, 
c u ttin g  and load ing machines 
w h ich  handle m any tons per 
m inute, e lec tric  illu m in a tio n .

As la te as the m iddle 1930’s, 
the coal in du s try  expense sheets 
showed 00 cents o f every do lla r 
go ing to labor in the fo rm  of 
wages; the h ighest o f any m a jo r 
in du s try . A t  tha t tim e, sm all 
producers lucky enough to lease 
a favorable area could compete 
w ith  la rge  companies. But today 
hundreds o f thousands o f do lla rs 
are required to open a mine com 
parable to  those operated by the 
la rge r companies. And since the 
end o f the w ar the la rge com­
panies have gone in heavily fo r  
m echanization.

In  the past, the d igge r and the 
hand loader were, in  a sense, 
a rtis ts . T he ir labor was hard  bu t

hailed th is  machine as “ the most 
revo lu tiona ry  development in  m in ­
in g  since the advent o f the 
U H W A .”  The gentlemen o f the 
press counterpoise the machine to 
the union. W hat the U M W  has 
gained, the machine w ill take 
away.

“ CLOSER S U P E R V IS IO N ”
A n o t h e r  im p o rta n t fac to r, 

pointed out by M r. M orrow  o f the 
Joy Co. “ is th a t  closer super­
vis ion o f a s ing le  machine and its  
crew  w i l l  be possible.”  Today i t  
is custom ary fo r  one boss to  be 

-responsible fo r  a crew o f 12 men. 
I t  is probable th a t the con tinu­
ous loader w i l l  e lim ina te  50% o f 
the men engaged in actua l p ro ­
duction a t the face.

The press announced th a t a l­
ready many orders had been 
placed although the machine w ill 
not he produced com m ercia lly 
u n til the end o f the year. A  
European opera to r heard o f the 
continuous loader, w ired fo r  30 
s ig h t unseen, and leaped on a 
tra ils -A tla n tic  plane fo r  P itts ­
burgh . A1 week la te r the B itu m in ­
ous Coal In s titu te , composing the 
12 la rges t opera ting  companies, 
announced s im ila r developments 
in  th e ir  own experim ents and 
predicted tha t they too, would

a t least they were m asters o f 
th e ir  own tasks. They could set 
th e ir  own pace, they could develop 
s k ill and experience w o rth  many 
tim es b ru te  force. M ach inery in ­
troduced the fa c to ry  system un­
derground and res tric ted  a m an’s 
labor to one o r two special fu n c ­
tions. M ore and more, youth, 
stam ina and speed supplanted 
s k ill and experience. In  m ines 
mechanized d u rin g  the depression 
few  men worked a fte r  they were 
40 o r 45. D u rin g  the w a r m any 
were hired again. Today they  are 
being weeded out. Today older 
men find em ploym ent in  the small 
m arg ina l m ines w h ich w ill go out 
o f business ove rn igh t when they 
are forced to  compete w ith  the 
huge mechanized monsters.

In  the coal areas i t  is  very 
d if f ic u lt  to find em ploym ent o ther 
than in the mines. Technological 
unem ploym ent thus not on ly  d is­
places w orkers from  the coal in ­
du s try  bu t e ffec tive ly  e lim inates 
them fro m  a ll w o rk . Displaced 
m iners au tom atica lly  jo in  the  “ in ­
d u s tria l reserve a r m y ’— the un­
employed who t r y  to surv ive  on 
public re lie f. I f  (he continuous 
m in ing  machine displaces 50% o f 
the present personnel a complete 
trans fo rm a tion  o f th e . m in ing  
com m unity  w ill resu lt. I t  is s ig n i­
ficant tha t the P ittsb u rg h  press have continuous m in ing  machines

Renegades Peddle Old Poison
B y George B re itm an

In previous articles we have 
demonstrated the spuriousness 
and shallowness of the argu­
m ents presented by Jean V ann ie r 
in  the M arch P artisan Review to 
ju s t i fy  his f l ig h t  fro m  M arx ism . 
To complete the account i t  is 
necessary on ly to add a few  re ­
m arks  about the h is to ry  o f the 
sm all g roup associated w ith  V an­
n ie r w h ich le f t  the Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty .

V a n n ie r’s evo lu tion in to  an 
open enemy o f M arx ism  is a cu lm ­
in a tio n  o f the re v is io n is t f ig h t  
w h ich  his friends , F e lix  M orrow  
and A lb e r t  Goldman, launched in 
the SW P fiv e  years ago. I t  is 
w o rth  re ca llin g  th a t th is  evolu­
t io n  was predicted, fro m  the ve ry  
beg inn ing  o f the f ig h t ,  by the 
defenders o f M arx ism  in  the 
p a r ty , long before the rev is ion is ts  
themselves understood w h a t they 
were do ing and where they were 
go ing  and w h ile  they were s t ill 
p ro te s ting  in d ig n a n tly  th a t they 
had no fundam enta l d ifferences 
w ith  the T ro ts k y is t program .

R E V IS IO N IS T  P A T H
V ann ie r and his friends  began 

—  as a ll pe tty-bourgeo is rev is ion­
is ts  do; as th e ir  m ost im m ediate 
predecessors, the fac tion  led by 
James Burnham  and M ax Shacht- 
man, did in 1939 —  by succumb­
in g  to  the pow erfu l pressure o f 
c a p ita lis t ideology, which is  a l­
ways m ost qu ick ly  and deeply 
fe lt  by in te llec tua ls  isolated fro m  
the  li fe  and s trugg les o f the 
w o rk in g  class. They had become 
in fected w ith  a disease —  one 
m ig h t ca ll i t  the occupational d i­
sease —  o f in te llec tua ls  in  the 
labo r m ovem ent: A  tendency to  
overestim ate the power o f decay­
in g  cap ita lism  and to despair 
over the a b il i ty  o f the w o rk ing  
class to  f u l f i l l  its  socia list m is ­
sion.

T h is  de featis t mood was ac­
companied by a v io len t barrage 
o f charges against the SW P lead­
ersh ip ’s “ dogm atism ,”  “ bureau­
cra tism ,”  “ bad m orals,’ ’ etc., by 
which was meant the leadersh ip ’s 
de term ination not to yie ld an inch 
to  the rev is ion is t onslaughts. 
Then the rev is ion is ts  began to 
denounce the “ sheep-like”  doc il­
i t y  and lack o f “ independent 
tho ugh t”  among the membership 
o l the pa rty , who had been steeled 
by th e ir  experience w ith  the 
Burnham -Shachtm an school o f 
rev is ion ism  to g ive a cool recep­
tion  to a ll other varieties.

Consequently, long before the 
re v is io n is t p ro g ra m  had fu l ly  
unfolded, the V ann ie r-M orrow - 
Goldman fac tio n  was confined to 
a sm all hand fu l o f skeptics, who 
rea lized th e ir  views had no fu tu re  
in  the SWP. One section the re­
fo re  s p lit  aw ay before the 194C 
SW P convention even had a

chance to  pass judgm en t on them. 
Headed by Goldman, they entered 
the h a lfw a y  house o f despair, ap­
prehension and “ honest pessim­
ism ,”  the Shachtm anite W orkers 
P a rty , fro m  w h ich some o f them 
have already departed fo r  the 
purpose o f suppo rting  Am erican 
im peria lism . The o ther section, 
influenced by V ann ie r and M o r­
row , drew  back a t the la s t m inute 
from  the fu t i le  prospect o f w ast­
in g  th e ir  tim e  in the W P  and, 
s t i l l  avow ing th e ir  alleg iance to 
M arx ism , decided to  go i t  on 
th e ir  own.

F U N D A M E N T A L  C O N F L IC T  
Now, V an n ie r’s Partisan Re­

view a rtic le  dots the i ’s and crosses 
the t ’s. The real dispute, i t  shows, 
was not over iso lated fo rm u la ­
tions o r even the na ture o f p a rty  
o rgan iza tion , bu t over fundam en­
ta l concepts o f M arx ism . H is 
sp ite fu l reference to  “ the degen­
era tion  o f the T ro ts k y ite  F ou rth  
in te rn a tio n a l"  is  m ere ly  an ad­
m ission o f the f  rev is ion is ts ’ f a i l ­
ure to  substitu te  t lie ii ' p rogram  
o f p ro s tra tion  before cap ita lism  
fo r  the M a rx is t p rogram  o f the 
T ro tsky is ts . L ike  most renegades, 
V ann ie r departs behind a shower 
o f pre tentious phrases about his 
devotion to  —  socia lism ! B u t we 
can see w hat the y  are w orth  
when we examine the  “ pos itive ”  
proposal he advances a fte r  re ­
je c tin g  M arx ism :

“ O nly by a ra tio na l and m eth­
odical sc ru tin y  o f the lessons of 
the past and o f the present pos 
s ib ilitie s  w ill we be enabled to 
w ork e ffe c tiv e ly  tow ard prepar­
ing  a fu tu re . W hoever is content 
at th is  la te  date to go on re ­
peating the basic hypothesis [o f 
M a rx ism ] w ith o u t advancing 
some new and decisive argum ent 
in its  fa vo r scarcely m erits  a 
bearing. Proposed solu tions may 
w e ll be w ide ly  d ive rg en t; only 
m utua l c ritic ism  w ill make pos­
sible an in te llig e n t choice. But 
in such an endeavor no th ing  can 
be held sacred —  eve ry th in g  is 
called in to  question. O nly a fte r  
having been pu t th rough  such a 
crucib le  could socialism  conceiv­
ab ly re-em erge as a v iable doc­
tr in e  and plan o f action.”

Now the re ’s a rea l p rogram  of 
action fo r  you, and one th a t ’s 
bound to s tr ik e  a sym pathetic 
note among a considerable body 
o f t ire d  radicals and disillusioned 
in te llec tua ls  —  a perpetual dis­
cussion society. A  discussion so­
c ie ty , where everybody can get 
together and chew the fa t  in te rm ­
in a b ly ; where nobody w i l l  have to  
do an y th in g  more d i f f ic u lt  than 
ta lk  to his h e a rt’s content and 
maybe lis ten  to some o ther fe l­
lo w ’s foo lish  ideas; in  fa c t, where 
r.obody w il l  have to  do an y th in g  
a t a il —  w h ile  the w o rld  goes to 
be ll on wheels. M eanw hile, w hat 
about the s trugg le  aga inst w ar 
and m ilita r iz a tio n  and ca p ita lis t
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barbarism  ? I t  is too much to ex­
pect th a t the cap ita lis ts  w i l l  call 
a truce in th e ir  offensive against 
labor w h ile  the discussion con­
tinues. B u t th a t doesn’t  bo ther 
V ann ie r because according to  his 
v iew  w ha t goes on in  the class 
s trugg le  doesn’t  m a tte r anyhow”  
the on ly th in g  th a t re a lly  counts 
in “ p repa ring  fo r  a fu tu re ”  is to 
have a debate. .

U L T IM A T E  LO G IC
The u ltim a te  log ic  o f the Van- 

n iers is th is : I f  the w orkers  can­
not take and hold powder, obvious­
ly  i t  is foo lish  fo r  them  to  try .  
N o t on ly is i t  foo lish , b u t i t  is 
h a rm fu l; in  general, no th in g  is 
m ore h a rm fu l than to  a ttem p t 
some g re a t task, in vo lv in g  m any 
sacrifices and the r is k  o f many 
casualties, i f  i t  is ce rta in  to  fa il.  
Renegades sha ring  V ann ie r’s con 
cepts the re fo re  can be expected 
to advise the w orkers no t to make 
such a foo lha rdy  a ttem p t as to 
a im  a t pow er; and in  essence th a t 
is w ha t V ann ie r is do ing now'. 
B u t th a t is on ly  a p a r t o f the 
p ic tu re .

H is to ry  has shown th a t the 
class s trugg le  continues, and th a t 
under modern conditions i t  in ev i­
ta b ly  moves in the d irec tion  o f a 
w o rk in g  class a tte m p t to  take 
power, no m a tte r how' m any in ­
te llec tua ls  desert the s tru g g le  
and no m a tte r w ha t k ind  o f ad­
vice they g ive the w orkers. A t  
th a t po in t, the next step o f the 
Vanniers develops in to  an a t­
tem pt to persuade the w orkers 
not to re v o lt by means o ther than 
words. In  short, the  log ica l 
outcome o f the be lie f th a t the 
w orkers cannot take power is the 
a tte m p t to  stop them  fro m  t r y ­
ing  —  th a t is, support o f the 
counter-revo lu tion .

Let no one say th is  is fac tiona l 
exaggeration. H is to ry  proves th a t 
every group in  the labo r move­
ment. tha t s tarted  out w ith  skep­
tic ism  about the p o litica l capacity 
o f the w o rk in g  class, ended by 
becoming (he m o rta l enemy o f 
the socia list revo lu tion . Take the 
Social D em ocra ts .—  w hat is the 
basis o f th e ir  po licy o f class col­
laboration w ith  the cap ita lis ts?  
The very same concept being 
spread by the Vanniers, th a t the 
w orkers don’t have w ha t i t  takes 
to achieve progress th rough  th e ir  
own forces. O r examine the 
treachery o f the S ta lin is ts . W hat 
was the root o f the beg inn ing o f 
the S ta lin is t degeneration in  Rus­
sia i f  not the idea tha t the w o rk ­
ers outside o f Russia could not 
be depended on to ove rth row  th e ir  
oppressors, and the re fo re  “ social 
ism  in  one cou n try ”  and in te rn a ­
tio n a l class co llabora tion  were 
necessary in  o rder to defend the 
w orkers ’ state?

N e ith e r the S ta lin is t no r Social 
Dem ocratic disbelievers in  the 
w o rke rs ’ capacities started  out 
w ith  fu ll- fle d g e d  coun te r-revo lu ­
tio n a ry  practices. No, they w o rk ­
ed th e ir  w ay up to them g ra du a l­
ly . F irs t  they abandoned the 
M a rx is t method o f ana lyz ing 
cap ita lism  and the development 
o f the s trugg le  between the w o rk ­
ers and ca p ita lis ts ; then they 
succumbed to  skep tic ism ; and

St. Louis Forum on 
Labor's Weapons

LA B O R ’S W E A P O N S  —  T H E  
EC O N O M IC  A N D  T H E  P O L IT ­
IC A L  w ill be the top ic  o f the 
M il ita n t  Open F orum  to  be held 
Thursday evening, June 3, a t 8 
p.m. by the St. Louis Branch o f 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty . M il i ­
ta n t readers are urged to  attend. 
The address o f the  Branch is 
Rm. 312 O liv ia  Bldg., 1023 N. 
Grand Blvd.

f in a lly  they  tr ie d  to  f o r t i f y  th is  
skepticism  by coun te r-revo lu tion ­
a ry  violence aga inst the workers 
who had no t become in fected w ith  
th is  disease. A nd the Vanniers 
áre tra v e llin g  the same road.

N O T H IN G  N E W
Thus there  is no th ing  new in 

V ann ie r’s “ fundam enta l hypothe­
sis”  about the w o rkers ’ incapacity  
to establish socialism . I t  is a by­
product o f ca p ita lis t propaganda 
and pressure, reeking o f ancient 
be traya ls. I ts  in f i lt ra t io n ,  th rough  
w eaklings and tra ito rs , in to  the 
W orke rs ’ ranks serves on ly  to de­
m ora lize the w o r k e r s  and 
strengthen the position o f th e ir  
exp lo iters. M a rx  and Engels had 
to  contend w ith  i t  in  th e ir  day, 
and Len in  and T ro ts k y  had to 
overcome its  in fluence before 
they could lead the  w orkers to 
the f i r s t  successful p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion . We too m ust be on 
the a le rt to recognize and combat 
its  deadly e ffec ts  wherever and 
whenever i t  arises.

The science o f M arx ism  fu r ­
nishes us w ith  the on ly  re a lis tic  
appreciation o f class strugg les, 
forces and developments —  the 
basis o f ou r unshakable con fi­
dence in  the a b ility  o f the w orkers 
to rescue the w o rld  fro m  the 
abyss to  which cap ita lism  is d r iv ­
in g  it .  Le t us use the weapons 
placed a t our disposal by M a rx ­
ism not on ly to  expose Ihe reac­
tio n a ry  and cap ita lis t-insp ired  
concepts o f the renegades bu t to 
prepare the conditions fo r  the 
socia list revo lu tion  which, in 
passing, w ill d e fin itiv e ly  settle 
il;  action a ll questions about the 
po litica l capacity o f the w o rk ing  
class.

in production soon. I t  is evident I 
th a t the  in troduction  o f the 
loader w ill necessitate the in tro - | 
riuction o f conveyor be lt tra n s ­
po rta tion , thus fu r th e r  d isp lacing 
men. G assifica tion o f coal is a l­
ready beyond the experim enta l 
stage. These developments w i l l  in 
tim e l im it  independent operation 
to the production o f “ custom 
coal”  . fo r  local consum ption in  
archaic mines o f l i t t le  economic 
im portance. P roduction o f com­
m ercia l im portance w il l  be cen­
tered in the hands o f a few  m am ­
moth companies.

The m ine w orkers, a l r e a d y  
g rave ly  weakened by technological 
innovations, w i l l  be forced to 
barga in w ith  a few  m a jo r com-1 
panies. A lre ad y  today, whole 
geographica l d is tr ic ts  are 'con­
tro lle d  by one dom inan l opera t­
ing  company. N o rth e rn  West 
V irg in ia , fo r  example, is com­
p le te ly  a t the m ercy o f the Con­
solidated Coal Company in  the 
event o f a lockout.

The m iners thus see themselves 
ceaselessly subjected to ever 
g rea te r dom ination by the s in ­
is te r and hidden hand o f ca p ita l­
is t production. W hat is involved 
is no longer a sim ple cam paign 
fo r  h igher wages against sm all 
operators. The m iners see th e ir 
com m unity, th e ir  .union, th e ir 
very means o f live lihood th rea ten­
ed, w h ile  th e ir  opponents are 
strengthened.

In the face o f the technological 
revo lu tion  o f m echanization, the 
cen tra liza tion  o f m onopolistic 
ownership, and the unashamed 
in te rven tion  o f the governm ent 
on the side o f the operators, the 
union has been s in g u la r ly  power
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less. The m iners have won every 
engagement (w ith  the exception 
o f the 1946 w in te r s tr ik e ) but lost 
every cam paign. Tbe wage scale 
has gone up b u t the standard  o f 
l iv in g  has rem ained as i t  was. 
The m iners have won a yea rly  
vacation b u t seven days o f 
idleness in  a coal camp are days, 
no t o f jo y , b u t o f despair. The 
d ir t  rem ains, the shacks rem ain, 
urban cu ltu re  finds no welcome 
in the company towns, and the 
speed-up grow s more intense.

P E N S IO N  P L A N
B u t a ll is  not beer and sk ittles  

in  the camp o f the operators. 
Before the m in in g  machine and 
the o ther technological im prove­
ments which i t  typ ifie s  can do 
th e ir  w o rk  ce rta in  conditions 
have to be met. One o f the fo re ­
most is th a t the U M W  has to 
be defeated decisively. W hen the 
continuous m in in g  machine is 
spoken o f today the question is 
asked, “ W h a t w ill the U M W  
do ? ”  The answer has already 
been given in p a rt. The pension 
plan is Lew is ’s rep ly  to tech­
nological unem ploym ent.

The pension plan provides S100 
each m onth to  m iners over 62, 
w ith  a t least 20 years experience 
in  the m ines. The inadequacy o f 
th is  is obvious. W ith  the  new 
m achinery men w ill find i t  hard 
to get w o rk  a f te r  th e ir  40th year. 
The pension is also cold com fo rt 
to the young m iners caugh t in 
the speedup and the m eaningless­
ness o f the m in e r’s life . B u t the 
pension' plan is the first, hesitan t 
step in the d irection  o f com­
m un ity  w e lfa re  w h ich  Lew is has 
made. As such i t  is  wholehearted 
ly  supported by the m iners.

Thomas E. Dewey
By George Lavan

Thomas E. Dewey, present Governor of New York and the 
man with the inside track for the presidential nomination at the 
Republican convention, was®- 
born in 1902 in the small town

A n  U n h o ly  Farce

Robert N . Denham, general counsel o f the T a ft-H a rt le y  board, 
gets an honorary delegates’ badge from  President Sol H o ffm an  
o f the A F L  U pho ls te re r’s In te rn a tio n a l U n ion ho ld ing its  25th 
convention in  W ashington, i t  is  labo r leaders lik e  H o ffm an  who 
have made possible the passagg o f the T a ft-H a rt le y  Slave Law .

Federated P ictures

 Arms Program Sets O ff 
  Stock Speculation Orgy

By A rth u r  B u rch
The stock market is once 

more the scene of a w ild specu­
lative orgy that is reminiscent 
o f the “ g lo rio us ”  Twenties. On 
M ay 14, 15 and 17 the New  Y ork 
S lock Exchange witnessed the 
broadest m arkets on record, w ith  
1,161 issues traded on the las t 
named day. The volum e fo r  the 
b r ie f S atu rday session was the 
la rge s t since 1933. T h is  bu llish  
enthusiasm ' and w ide p a rtic ip a ­
tion  o f the p e tty  bourgeosie is a ll 
the more rem arkab le since the 
requirem ents now ca ll fo r  a 75% 
m arg in  whereas 15 years ago 
trade rs  could o ften  plunge in  on 
a shoe-string  m arg in  o f on ly
ib%.

L ike  in  the recent com m odity 
boom, easy p ro fits  are the incent­
ive here. The speculators f ig u re  
th a t they can’ t go wrong. The 
governm ent has v ir tu a lly  under­
w ritte n  p ro fits  to  the corpora­
tions whose issues are lis ted on 
the B ig  Board. W ashington has 
served notice th a t i t  in tends to 
iced the in fla tio n , a t least fo r  the 
ve ry  near fu tu re . B y ask ing  fo r  
a huge arm am ents ou tlay , i t  has 
become the la rgest customer fo r  
the monopolies whose m arkets 
were being ra p id ly  exhausted as 
a re su lt o f the dw in d lin g  p u r­
chasing power o f the masses.

S A F E  G A M B L E
W ashington expects to  take up 

th rough  w a r prepara tions any 
s lack th a t m ig h t appear in  the 
fa lte r in g  economy. A nd  by re fu s ­
in g  to in s titu te  con tro ls  i t  has 
g iven the green l ig h t  to  the in ­
d u s tria lis ts  to  jack up th e ir  p r ic ­
es and p ro fits . I t  has again a r t i ­
f ic ia lly  s tim u la ted  scarcities on 
which alone cap ita lism  is able to

th rive . And to  top  i t  o f f  W ash­
ing ton  has served notice in un­
m istakable te rm s th a t a t , one 
stage o r another o f th is  arm s 
boom, i t  .w ill p lunge the country 
in to  another w o rld  s la ug h te r 
w h ich would assure more b illions  
in p ro fits  fo r  the m onopoly 
sharks. W hat gamble could be 
sa fe r?

There is re a lly  no th ing  le f t  fo r  
the boys in  the money except to 
p lay the m arke t and boost prices. 
The governm ent is ta k in g  care o f 
a ll the expenses in  the bu ild ing  
o f w a r p lan ts and in  the purchase 
o f the m achinery and too ls. A ll 
the m onopolists have to  do is to 
operate these plants at a guaran­
teed p ro fit .  The atom ic p lan t at 
Oak Ridge is on ly  one o f a score 
c f  s im ila r cases. To make sure 
(ha t the ca p ita lis t freebooters 
don’t  run  sho rt o f change, Con­
gress o b lig in g ly  reduced th e ir  
taxes. O f course the B ig  Boys 
have more money than they know  
w ha t to  do w ith  b u t in order to 
provide a m axim um  p ro f i t  fo r  
them, the T reasu ry  has continued 
its  easy money po licy to make 
sure th a t they don’t  have to  pay 
much more than 1V6% in te res t 
on th e ir  sho rt-te rm  loans to 
finance th e ir  stock speculation. 
The b iggest freebooters accumu­
lated th e ir  stocks m any months 
ago, before they ordered W ash­
ing ton  to em bark on its  new w ar 
po licy.

S E R V IL E  LE A D E R S
B u t w ith  a ll these favorab le  

fac to rs , B ig  Business and its  
governm ent would no t have dared 
to em bark on th is  o rg y  o f specu­
la tio n  and in fla t io n  had i t  not 
been fo r  the s e rv ility  o f the labor 
leaders who are c a rry in g  out 
th e ir  assignments o f M arsha ll

Plan salesmen to the w orkers o f 
Europe. I f  the “ labor statesm en”  
bad led a m ilita n t f ig h t  fo r  h ig h ­
er wages and a cost o f liv in g  
bonus the racke teering  m onopol­
is ts  would have been obliged to 
disgorge themselves o f a p a r t of 
th e ir  plunder, thus p reven ting  
p ro fits  fro m  reaching astronom ­
ica l proportions. We would no t 
now be read ing o f broken s trikes 
and the continuous downward 
plunge o f w o rkers ’ l iv in g  stand­
ards. B ig  Business would have 
tho ugh t tw ice  before i t  embarked 
on its  a rro g a n t p rogram  o f w ar 
aga inst the Soviet Un ion and its  
w a r aga inst the w orkers a t home 
and abroad.

W ith  the continued upward 
sp ira lin g  o f prices and reduction 
in  the mass purchasing power 
there  w i l l  be a cu rta ilm e n t o f 
consumers’ goods to  make way 
fo r  the fu ll-fled ged  w ar e ffo r t.  
There w ill be fu r th e r  cu rta ilm en t 
o f funds fo r  education, housing, 
public service and w e lfa re  to 
make room fo r  increased expend­
itu re s  fo r  planes, tanks and 
o ther ins trum en ts  o f destruction. 
Thus we can be sure th a t the 
w o rk in g  class w ill not ga in from  
the present arm s boom. O nly a 
m ilita n t policy on the pa rt o f the 
w orkers can prevent the ca p ita l­
is ts  from  con tinu ing  w ith  th e ir  
frenzied speculation to the d e tr i­
ment o f the A m erican people. 
O nly such a determ ined e f fo r t  on 
labo r’s pa rt can s tay  the hand of 
im peria lism  in  fo rc in g  another 
bloodbath on the peoples o f the 
w orld . “ The Gods make mad those 
they would destroy.”  N o th in g  so 
much as the curren t stock m arket 
boom indicates the madness o f 
(he a rro ga n t m onopolists who 
run th is  country .

.aG uard ia  t ic k e t Dewey resumed 
his career as “ gangbuste r.”  T h is  
was the period in which he. g o t 
his m ost fam ous convictions such 
as th a t o f “ Lu cky ”  Luciano. Ia  
1938 he was the Republican candi­
date fo r  G overnor bu t lo s t the 
election. In  1940 he made a b id  
fo r  the Republican pres identia l 
nom ination b u t was-swam ped by  
the W illk ie  boom. In  1942, s t i l l  
cam paign ing on his record as a 
‘gangbuste r,”  he was elected 
Governor o f New Y o rk .

B e f o r e  exam in ing  Dewey’s 
record as Governor i t  is  w o rth  
considering his record as d is tr ic t  
a tto rney. There is no question 
bu t th a t Dewey go t convictions. 
However, i t  is no t ge ne ra lly  
known th a t his methods o f con­
v ic tin g  are open to  m uch c r i t i ­
cism. Dewey used ve ry  h ig h ­
handed methods, fo r  instance, he 
seized witneses he w anted w ith  
unauthorized grand ju r y  sub­
poenas. W itnesses were held in  
^p ro tective  . custody”  in  . d ity  
prisbns o r in  the picturesque 
“ h ide-outs”  th a t Dewey had set 
up around the c ity . Soriietimes 
these witnesses were .held in 7 
communicado fo r  m onths, unable 
to get in  touch w ith  a  la w y e r—  
a r ig h t  supposedly guaranteed by 
the C onstitu tion . Ille g a l w ire ­
tapp ing  was re g u la r ly  resorted 
to.

V IC IO U S  M E TH O D S
Dewey’s treatm ent, o f w itnesses 

has been most frequ en tly  a tta c k ­
ed—-and his convictions were 
usua lly  based on the tes tim on y  o f 
witnesses. W itnesses were both 
fr igh te ne d  and bribed, it : ,  is 
charged.

A t  any ra te Dewey’s reco'rd as 
prosecutor does not show h im  as 
a g re a t respecter o f c iv il r ig h ts . 
A r th u r  G arfie ld Hays o f  the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion  
protested the methods w hich 
Dewey used to  ge t convictions.

In  his tr ie s  fo r  the governor­
ship Dewey tr ie d  to  avo id con­
troversy . In  1938 he to ld  h is ru n ­
n ing  mates on the Republican 
tic k e t th a t there should be no d is­
cussion o f Roosevelt o r the New 
Deal. He allowed h im se lf to  be 
called a “ New Deal Republican.”

W hen he became G overnor in 
1942 he regarded his post as a 
mere step on the  way to the 
W hite  House and conducted h im ­
se lf accordingly. Dewey w aited 
to see which way the w ind o f 
public opin ion was b low ing  be­
fo re  he com m itted h im se lf. As 
the New Deal became more and 
more discred ited he spoke out 
more against it .

In  1944 the Republican machine, 
d is tru s tin g  and seeing no fu r th e r  
need fo r  W illk ie ’s “ lib e ra lism ,”  
gave Dewey the pres identia l nom­
ina tion . Dewey had adopted 
H e rbe rt Hoover and John F oste r 
D u lles o f W a ll S treet as p o lit ic a l 
m entors. A lthough  Dewey’s e lect­
ora l vote was on ly  99 his popu la r 
vote was on ly  3% m illio n  less 
than Roosevelt’s.

Dewey’s s tra teg y  in the 1948 
cam paign has been to  s it  t ig h t ly  
on top o f the N .Y . s tate treasu ry  
surp lus and w ard  o f f  a l l  con tro ­
vers ia l questions, w ith  a sharp 
“ No com m ent!" Thus fo r  exam­
ple he never opened his m outh 
on the sub ject o f the T a f t -H a r t ­
ley b ill.  However, events w ith in  
the state o f New Y o rk  forced 
Dewey to take some position's. 
These have been fo r  the  m ost 
p a rt reactionary. The s tr ik e  o f 
B u ffa lo  school teachers, Rochest­
e r c ity  employes and the th re a t­
ened s tr ik e  action o f N .Y . sub­
way w orkers  led h im  to  push 
through the Condon-W adlin A c t. 
Th is fo rb id s  state, c ity  o r tow n 
employes fro m  s tr ik in g . A l l  o rg ­
anized labo r opposed the b ill.  H is  
actions on the state budget have 
worked aga inst school teachers, 
and veterans who need housing. 
He was also p a rty  to the p lo t 
aga inst the five -ce n t fa re  in  New 
Y o rk  C ity .

TBS M i l l  TANT ARM Y
Flint Scores 47 
In Sub Drive

F lin t branch, w h ich is conduct­
in g  a six-weeks cam paign fo r  
400 M ilita n t subs, surged ahead 
th is  week w ith  38, b r in g in g  the 
to ta l fo r  e igh t days to 47 subs.

T h a t batch o f 38 fro m  F lin t  
equaled the en tire  na tiona l to ta l 
because la s t week was one o f the 
du lle s t in  M il ita n t sub h is to ry , 
w ith  so m any branches he lp ing 
on s trikes o r ac tive  in election 
cam paign w ork . However, sub 
re tu rn s  were ra p id ly  p ick ing  up 
a lready th is  week, w ith  11 fro m  
M ilwaukee, 17 fro m  New Y ork , 
fo u r  fro m  St. Paul and others
from  a dozen d iffe re n t cities.

*  *  *

Bob W illia m s , spark p lu g  o f 
H arlem  Branch, New Y o rk , has 
been la id  up fo r  a couple o f weeks 
w ith  illness, bu t d idn ’t  le t i t  get 
h im  down. When he f in a lly  had

to go ou t fo r  some a ir  and sun­
shine, he made his w a lks usefu l 
by ca llin g  on neighbors and 
M ilita n t subscribers. R esu lt: 1.0 
M ilita n t subs, tw o  fo r  one year 
f.nd e igh t fo r  s ix  months.

Bob s im p ly  likes to  discuss 
The M ilita n t, w ith  frien ds  or 
s trangers. He keeps a steady 
f lo w  o f subs com ing fro m  H a r­
lem  —  even to -the po in t o f m ak­
in g  th is  a c tiv ity  a means o f Con­
valescence.

£  >t» *

You can now renew you r 
M il ita n t  sub fo r  50c fo r  a fu l l  
yea r —  i f  you combine i t  W ith a 
new' o r renev'al one-year sub­
sc rip tion  to  F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, 
m on th ly  theore tica l organ o f A m ­
erican T ro tsky ism . The magazine 
re g u la r ly  costs $2 a yea r (12 is ­
sues) and The M il ita n t  $1 a ye ttr 
(52 issues), b u t by. subscrib ing  to  
both tog e the r you ge t them  fob 
$2.50, a saving o f 50c.

r f  Owosso, M ich igan Dewey’s 
fa m ily  was p a rt o f the th in  upper * 
;ru s t o f Owosso society. H is ' 
fa the r was active in  po litics  and ® 
was ed ito r o f the to w n ’s w eekly 1 
newspaper. Dewey’s uncle —-  in  c 
whose honor Thomas was given * 
the m iddle name Edm und— was 1 
the tow n ’s riches t man and un- ' 
disputed Republican boss o f the ' 
d is tr ic t. ^

The Dewey fa m ily  was very 
re lig ious  and young Thom as’ up- { 
b r in g in g  was conventional. H is  
school career was m arked by his 
r ig id  con fo rm ity .

U n like  Stassen who p ra c tica lly  
campaigned fo r  G overnor w h ile  
a t college, Dewey played no p a r t 
in campus po litics  and was un­
known to h is class as a whole.

Two careers la y  before the 
fu tu re  pres identia l nominee: s ing ­
ing  and law . Dewey’s voice, a 
r ich  baritone, won praise and led 
him  to  devote considerable tim e  
and e ffo rt to  c u ltiv a tin g  it .  He 
supplemented his allowance by 
earnings fro m  church s ing ing . In  
h is senior year he won a sta te ­
w ide s ing ing  contest w h ich car­
ried  w ith  i t  a t r ip  to  A shv ille , 
N.C. to compete in a national 
contest. Here he won th ird  prize. 
A t  the same tim e, he studied law .

G raduating  fro m  the U n ive rs ity  
o f M ich igan he w ent to  New 
Y o rk  to s tudy a t the Columbia 
Law School and a t the same tim e 
took lessons w ith  a teacher who 
prepared operatic singers. A f te r  
tw o years o f voice study in  New 
Y o rk  he gave a rec ita l before a 
group th a t included a leading 
c r it ic . The ve rd ic t was u n fa v o r­
able and Dewey abandoned hopes 
o f an operatic career and con­
centrated on law.

A t the tim e o f his m arriage in 
I 1938 Dewey was an assistant in 

the law firm  o f M cNam ara and 
| Seymour. He began to take steps 
j in to  tha t adjacent field o f law — 
the po litica l machine. Dewey took 
on. po litica l chores fo r  the Repub­
lican machine —  v is it in g  voters 
before election, he lp ing w ith  head­
quarters  o ffice  w ork, po ll-w a tch ­
ing, • etc. He joined the Young 
Republican Club, volunteered fo r 
com m ittees and in  tim e  was 
elected to its  h ighest com m ittee.

Dewey’s b ig  break —  the one 
th a t re a lly  pu t h im  in  po litics  — 
was m eeting George 7. Medalie, 
an im p o rta n t Republican p o li­
tic ia n , the 1932 Republican candi­
date fo r  Senator fro m  N. Y . He 
was also a la w ye r and Dewey 
assisted him  in  p repa ring  a 
law su it. M edalie took a lik in g  to 
his assistant and a sho rt tim e  
la te r, when Medalie was ap­
pointed U . S. D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  
fo r  New Y o rk , he made Dewey 
his ch ie f assistant.

T H E  “ G A N G B U S T E R ”
T his  was the period when the 

gangsters who had flourished 
under p ro h ib itio n  were go ing to  
the w a ll. Dewey g o t convictions 
aga inst such newspaper-fam ous 
gangsters as “ W axey”  Gordon 
and “ Legs”  D iamond. The ensu­
in g  p u b lic ity  fo r  Dewey enabled 
M edalie to  persuade Governor 
Lehman to appo in t Dewey special 
prosecutor o f a ll “ racke ts”  in  
New Y o rk  C ity .

A n y  movie goer knows tha t a 
tr ie d  and true  p a tte rn  fo r  a 
p o lit ic a l career lead ing to the 
governor’s cha ir is  th a t o f a 
“ crusad ing”  d is tr ic t  a tto rney . 
Dewey was w e ll aw are o f th is . 
He pu t on a cam paign filled  w ith  
ballyhoo.

In  1937 Dewey was included 
on the LaG uard ia  sla te fo r  the 
post o f d is tr ic t a tto rney. T h is  
meant he was ru n n in g  as a 
“ lib e ra l”  and a candidate o f the 
Am erican Labor P a rty . I t  is  in ­
te resting  to go back and read 
Dewey’s speeches o f th a t cam­
paign delivered before labor 
groups. He sounded as much a 
“ fr ie n d  o f labo r”  as any o f the 
New Dealers.

C arried in to  office w ith  the
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TROTSKY

“ T w en ty -five  years in the scales o f h is to ry , when i t  is a 
question o f pro foundest changes in  economic and c u ltu ra l sys­
tems, weigh less than an hour in the li fe  o f man. W hat good 
is  the ind iv idua l who, because o f em p irica l fa ilu re s  in  the 
course o f an hour o r a day, renounces a goal th a t he set fo r  
h im se lf on the basis o f the experience and analysis o f his 
en tire  previous life tim e ?  In  the years o f da rkest Russian re ­
action (1907 to 1917) we took as our s ta r t in g  po in t those 
revo lu tiona ry  poss ib ilities  w h ich were revealed by the Russian 
p ro le ta r ia t in  1905. In  the years o f w o rld  reaction we m ust 
proceed from  those poss ib ilities  which the Russian p ro le ta r ia t 
revealed in  1917. The F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l d id  no t by accident 
call its e lf  the w orld  p a rty  o f the socia list revo lu tion . O ur road 
is no t to  be changed.”

— Leon T ro tsky , In  Defense o f M arx ism , P. 15.
LE N IN

A  Historic Broadcast
History was made in the 15 minutes of the 

Socialist Workers Party presidential cam­
paign program that was broadcast over the 
NBC national network on May 15, 1948.

For the' first time in years, the genuine 
party of Marxism and Leninism in this coun­
try  has broken through on a national scale 
the conspiracy of silence of the monopoly 
press and radio.

For the first time— in a brief 15 minutes 
•—hundreds of thousands of workers, poor 
farmers and oppressed Negroes learned that 
there is a party in this country which has 
the only realistic and effective program 
against capitalist war, Jim Crow, exploita­
tion and repression.

And the response to the speech of Farrell 
Dobbs, SWP nominee for President, is strik­
ing proof of the tremendous appeal of the 
international socialist program, and the eag­
erness with which millions w ill make this 
program their own, given a chance to learn 
o f the SWP and its platform.

-From coast to coast, from New England to 
many parts of the Deep South, from all the 
great industrial centers have come postcards 
and letters filled with friendship, praise and 
encouragement.

A Northern listeneer— no doubt an old- 
time socialist—wrote “ Please send me a copy 
of Eugene V. Debs speech over the radio

May 15.“  The confusion of the name of 
Debs with Dobbs, in this case, is understand­
able.

I f  the physical Debs has lain in his m artyr’s 
grave since 1928, his struggle, his ideas, his 
spirit live on in-the program of the Socialist 
Workers Party and its presidential banner- 
bearer.

An Iowa student, requesting a copy of 
Dobbs’ speech, correctly assails as a “ dis­
grace”  the one-sidedness of the so-called free 
capitalistic press. Presumably, his professors 
distort and falsify the truth just as much.

Certainly, the youth and students of Amer­
ica w ill get no hope, no light, no truth from 
the venal intellectuals and the capitalist press. 
They can turn only to the party of revolu­
tionary Marxism, the Socialist Workers Par­
ty.

To meet the growing demand for our litera­
ture stimulated by the Dobbs’ broadcast, to 
secure more radio time and reach other m il­
lions, to make the SWP presidential cam­
paign a telling blow against the imperialist 
warmongers and for socialism, YOUR aid is ' 
indispensable.

Support the SWP campaign with your ac­
tiv ity  and your dollars. Join the SWP. W rite 
today to the Socialist Workers Party, 116 
University Place, New York 3, N.. Y., for 
fu ll information on how you can help to build 
the socialist world o f peace and plenty.

Ford's Wage-Cut Offer
A new stage,in the Big Bminess anti-union 

offensive was opened with the Ford Motor 
Company contemptuously answered CIO 
United Auto Workers demands for a 30-ccnt 
raise by offering a wage cut.

This ultra-bold and arrogant move by the 
billionaire Henry Ford II goes beyond a mere 
rejection of the union’s demands. It aims to 
strip the union of past gains, undermine its 
influence and prestige, whip it into a corner 
and finally destroy it.

Seven years ago the Ford workers rose in 
their wrath and brought the Ford empire to 
its knees. Since then the Ford company has 
tried to lu ll the workers with the impression 
that it w ill “ play ball.”  Only a few months 
ago, Henry Ford II paid a highly-publicized 
personal visit to UAW President Walter 
Reuther.

Now the Ford company once more bares its 
anti-union fangs. It makes the most provoca­
tive and insulting counter-offer yet made 
by any major corporation to any key CIO 
union in the current wage fight. And it dares 
make that “ offer”  to the largest and mightiest 
union in the land, the union that spearheaded 
the rise of the CIO and the titanic strike wave 
two years ago.

Ford’s present inflated arrogance doesn’t 
come from some new power of his own. His 
confidence is strengthened by the unity of 
Big Business against labor’s wage demands. 
I t  is bolstered by the Taft-H artley Act and 
government strikebreaking. It is reinforced 
by the flabbiness and weakness of the top 
CIO leadership, who are obviously try ing to 
duck a real fight, and, above all, by the lack

of unified m ilitant strategy and action w ith in— 
the CIO and specifically the UAW.

Ford thinks the time has come to cut the 
UAW and CIO to pieces. He sees CIO Presi­
dent Philip M urray capitulating abjectly to 
the steel corporations and covering his sur­
render with a hue and cry against the "com­
munists.”  He sees the CIO Packinghouse 
Workers abandoned by the top CIO leaders 
and forced to fight it out alone against the 
meat trust and government. He secs General 
Motors and Chrysler defying the UAW, w ith 
the 75,000 Chrysler workers forced to carry 
the brunt of the struggle alone because of the 
ineffective one-at-a-time strategy of the UAW 
leaders.

Ford’s overblown arrogance can be changed 
in short order. But the CIO and specifically 
the UAW leaders w ill have to CHANGE 
T H E IR  COURSE. They w ill have to be 
made to realize that their present feeble and 
divisive policy is heading the CIO wage pro­
gram to disaster.

The auto workers, firs t of all, must be 
mobilized into one giant striking force and 
hurled as a single army at the united front 
of the “ Big Three”  auto corporations. A uni­
fied strategy of m ilitant action must be speed­
ily  worked out by an emergency conference 
of Chrysler, Ford and General Motors work­
ers. The UAW conference must demand an 
emergency conference of the whole CIO to 
coordinate and revitalize the wage fight on a 
national scale.

A unified, simultaneous struggle of the 
auto workers can set the entire CIO once 
more on the road to victory.

Stalin Repeats His Bid for 
‘Peace’ Deal with Washington

By John G. W right
For the second time within 

a week, the Kremlin moved to 
intensify its “ peace offensive.”  
T his new public bid foi- a deal 
w ith  W ashington was made by 
none o ther than Generalissim o 
S ta lin  h im se lf. In  a s tatem ent 
broadcast over the Moscow rad io  j 
on M ay 17, the K re m iin  d ic ta to r 
accepted the propositions con­
tained in  H enry  W allace ’s “ Open 
L e tte r”  (issued one week be fo re ), 
as a “ good and f r u i t f u l ”  basis fo r  
an 'agreem ent between Moscow 
and W a ll S treet.

Repeating the lie  th a t  he has 
peddled fo r  years, th a t the 
Soviet U n ion can co-exîst peace­
fu lly  w ith  cap ita lism , S ta lin  o f ­
fered to negotiate a general 
disarm am ent and the “ p ro h ib i­
tion  d f atom ic weapons” ; to 
conclude peace w ith  Germany 
and Japan (the  question o f A us ­
tr ia  was fo r  some r e a s o n  
o m itte d ); and to  arrange fo r  the 
evacuation o f troops from  China 
and Korea.

In  add ition , S ta lin  assured th a t 
agreem ent could be reached on 
“ respect fo r  the  sovere ignty o f 
in d iv idu a l countries and non­
in terfe rence in th e ir  doniestic a f ­
fa irs ;  the in a d m is s ib ility  o f m il i­

ta ry  bases in m ember countries 
o f the U N ; w o rld  development o f 
in te rna tiona l trade exclud ing any 
so rt o f d isc rim in a tio n ; in the  
fram ew ork  o f the U N , assistance 
to and economic res to ra tion  o f 
countries w h ich suffered fro m  the 
w a r; defense o f democracy and 
in su rin g  o f c iv il r ig h ts  in  a ll 
.countries; and so on.”

W hile  the W h ite  House rem a in ­
ed silent, the S tate D epartm ent 
hastened to re je c t th is  offer, 
g iv in g  v ir tu a lly  the same a rg u ­
ments as in  the case o f the S m ith- 
M olo tov episode, nam ely, th a t 
issues involved are no t subject 
to “ b i- la te ra l”  nego tia tion , th a t 
Moscow is to blame fo r  previous 
fa ilu re  to  a rr iv e  a t agreem ent, 
etc. A t  the same tim e , the State 
D epartm ent cau tiously  charac­
terized the K re m lin ’s la test move 
as “ encouraging.”

F rom  the standpo in t o f effec­
tive  propaganda and d ip lom atic  
m aneuvering, the S ta lin is t moves 
have placed W ashington in  a 
h ig h ly  em barrassing position. 
C ounting Moscow’s p r iva te  bid in 
January, the W hite  House and the 
State D epartm ent a lready re ­
jected “ peace”  overtures three 
tim es, and face the prospect o f 
having to p a rry  o th e r offers 
which m ay be even m ore d irec t

THE "Five-Year PLAN" 
OF US. MILITARISM

The armament program, 
making war preparations the 
biggest single business in the 
U. S., is scheduled to g row  much 
b igger, according to  the plans 
o f Congress.

F o r thé  yea r ending June 30, 
1948, the expenditu re fo r  w ar 
was 10%' b illio n  do lla rs. T ha t 
drained away 7 cents ou t o f every 
d o lla r o f the na tiona l income. B u t 
th a t is  on ly a t in y  tr ic k le  com­
pared to the flood o f b illions  
destined fo r  the coffers o f the 
arm s industries by the new five- 
year plan o f Congress. Here arc 
the estim ated figu res:

1949 —  14 b illion s
1950 — '
-1951 —  2 0 L - .....”
1952 —  21%
1953 —  22 %

1 to over 2 m illio n . W here are the 
| men com ing from ? T hrough con­

scrip tion , n a tu ra lly . T ha t means 
e ither the d ra ft o r U M T , o r both. 
T ha t nieans, a huge conscript 
a rm y as a perm anent pa rt o f 
th is  cou n try ’s life .

In  add ition  to  pay ing  fo r  the 
arm s and p ro v id in g  the m an­
power fo r  the  armed forces, the 
masses o f people w il l  also be 
required to t ig h te n  th e ir  belts in 
prospect o f s t i l l  h igher prices. 
As the w eekly U. S. News &  
W orld  Report o f M ay 14 po in ts 
out, “ In fla tion , about to  g ive  way 
to some m ild  deflation, is a lm ost 
sure to  get a shot in  the a m  
fro m  increased arm s spending. . . 
As a resu lt, people in  general 
w i l l  en joy few e r goods than they 
m ig h t o therw ise have enjoyed.”

T H E  CO NSEQ UENCES

A fte r  tha t, the annual expen­
d itu re  fo r  arm s w ill “ level o ff”  
a t around the 1953 figu re , we 
are promised by the brass hats 
and th e ir  friends  in  Congress. 
That is— i f  w ar hasn’t  broken out 
in the meantime.

T h is  five-year plan adds up to  
more than 95 b illio n  do lla rs, and 
i t  does no t include such other 
item s as the hundreds o f m illio ns  
allocated annua lly  fo r  atom ic 
w a rfa re  prepara tions, and the b i l­
lions th a t  w i l l  be demanded soon 
fo r  lend-lease a rm ing  o f W estern 
Europe.

The effects o f th is  program  go 
fa r  beyond the b illions th a t w ill 
be extorted from  the w o rk ing  
people th rough  ever-h igher taxes. 
The la rg e r num ber o f arm s makes 
necessary a la rg e r num ber o f men 
to handle them, specifica lly, an 
increase from  about 1-1/3 m illio n

No coun try  in  the h is to ry  o f 
the w o rld  ever had such a “ peace­
tim e ”  arm s program . And no 
coun try  w ith  such a p rogram  
can escape the m ilita r iz a tio n  o f 
every sector o f l i fe — economic, 
p o litica l, social, educational, cu l­
tu ra l,  etc. I f  W a ll S tree t’s Con­
gress has its  way, the U n ited 
States w i l l  be one b ig  barracks 
fro m  the A t la n t ic  to  the Pacific.

M ilita r is m  has become a pe r­
m anent fea tu re  o f cap ita lism , as 
w e ll as its  m ost dom inant one. 
To a ve rt the  P russian iza tion  o f 
Am erica, i t  is necessary to  end 
the g r ip  o f W a ll S tree t and its  
ca p ita lis t agents on the p o lit ic a l 
and economic li fe  o f the nation . 
T h a t can be done on ly  by  estab­
lis h in g  a W orkers and Farm ers 
G overnm ent con tro lled  by  the 
w o rk in g  people and the re fo re  
hav ing  no in te res t in  im p e ria lis t 
w a r and conquest.

than those a lready made.
Those K re m lin  “ peace maneuv­

ers”  are undoubtedly producing 
profound repercussions among 
the masses in  Europe. N or have 
they passed w ith o u t te ll in g  effect 
in th is  coun try  as well.

A  mood o f uneasiness has set 
in among those business circles 
which counted on p ro f it in g  the 
m ost fro m  a' continued in te n s if i­
cation o f the “ cold w a r”  and the 
resu ltin g  stepping up o f the arm s 
program .

The cap ita lis t press is  becom­
ing  more and more filled  w ith  
com pla ints, veiled o r open, th a t 
the T rum an a d m in is tra tion  has 
pe rm itted  its e lf  to  be badly “ out- 
maneuvered.”

The weekly, U. S. News, M ay

21, expresses th is  uneasiness 
qu ite  crass ly  by p o in tin g  ou t th a t 
w a r scares w i l l  be “ m ore d i f ­
f ic u lt  to generate in the fu tu re ,”  
and w arns th a t continued rebuffs 
to the K re m lin  m ig h t produce a 
“ p o lit ic a l k ickback [ th a t ]  would 
be too much, too strong . . .”

Anne O’Hare M cCorm ick, f o r ­
e ign-po licy specia list o f the N . Y. 
T imes, f la t ly  po in ts  out, M ay 19, 
th a t W ashington is now faced 
precise ly w ith  the prospect i t  
“ has been dread ing fo r  the past 
tw o m onths.”

Basica lly , however, the s itu a ­
tion  a fte r  the W allace-S ta lin  in ­
terchange rem ains much the same 
as i t  was a fte r  the S m ith -M o lo tov 
a ffa ir. W ashington is  in  worse 
need than before o f an effective 
counter-m ove, b u t its  in te n tio n

to continue the “ cold w a r”  is 
qu ite  obvious.

We repeat w h a t we w ro te  la s t 
week in  connection w ith  M o lo tov ’s 
bid fo r  a deal:

The po ss ib ility  fo r  such a deal 
a t a la te r stage cannot be ex­
cluded. B u t f ir s t  W ashington ex­
pects to  jam  the d ra ft  th rou gh  
Congress and to. s t i l l  fu r th e r  
streng then its  re la tive  position 
th rough  rearm am ent, th rough  the 
opera tion o f the ERP, and the 
consolidation o f a ll its  positions 
in W estern Europe and in  A sia .

The ve ry  course o f recent 
developments is by  its e lf  s tr ik in g  
p ro o f th a t even should another 
deal even tua lly  be concluded, i t  
would m ere ly  denote an arm ed 
truce p r io r  to the  unavoidable 
showdown.

Chrysler Strike Sidelights
D e tro it newspapers, no to rious ly  

an ti-labo r, c la im  the y  are solely 
concerned w ith  la w  enforcem ent 
d u rin g  the s tr ike . The D e tro it 
News, fo r  instance, carried  an, 
ed ito ria l recently , ask ing on ly  fo r  
the la w ’s “ consistent enforce­
m ent.”  I t  is on ly  inc identa l th a t 
law  enforcem ent means executing 
an in ju n c tio n  w h ich  pe rm its  su­
pe rv iso ry  personnel and o ffic ia ls  
to en te r the p lan t, as the f i r s t  
step to a llow in g  the scabs in.

* * *
D e tro it Common Council P resi­

dent George Edwards, and fo rm ­
er U A W -C IO  “ leader,”  found 
tim e fo r  a conference w ith  H enry 
Ford I I .  One m igh t th in k  th a ti 
w ith  the Ford Company faced 
w ith  wage demands o f its  w o rk ­
ers, and w ith  a s tr ik e  vote being 
taken a t GM, and a s tr ik e  in  
progress a t C hrys ler, they would 
be discussing auto w orkers ’ wage 
demands. A las —  they m et to d is ­
cuss re lie f sewers fo r  streets, 

v *  *
A nd w h ile  we’re on the subject 

o f the D e tro it Common Council, 
we notice the C ity  H a ll is decor­
ated in honor o f the Am erican 
B ow ling  League. T h is  is the o u t­
f i t  denounced by the U A W  fo r  its  |

d isc rim in a to ry  actions. The auto 
union w il l  have no p a rt o f th is  
J im  Crow setup. We wonder w hat 
Edw ards and Common Council 
have to say about th is  “ democra­
cy ”  here a t th e ir  home a t C itv  
H a ll ?

*  *  sjc

The D e tro it Free Press o f May 
14 is aghast. The N L R B  has ruled 
tha t a corpora tion  m ust barga in 
on a n y th in g  a un ion wants.
W hines the . e d ito r ia l : “ I f  the 
unions can p ick  th e ir  topics, what 
is there. . . to  prevent labo r’s p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the management and 
operation o f p lan ts fro m  being a 
le g itim a te  subject fo r  collective: 
b a rg a in in g ? ”  Yes, w hat?

*  *  *

The d a ily  m imeographed s tr ik e  
bu lle tin  o f the Dodge Local
states: “ A ll salaries and expens­
es, except those o f our o ffice
help, are cancelled fo r  the du ra ­
tion  o f the s trike . . . Exam ple : 
The E d ito r, F inanc ia l Secretary, 
President, O ffice rs  and S tanding 
Com m ittees, etc. ge t no pay. . .”

*  sit *

C hrys le r C orpora tion  s p e n t  
8275,536.90 fo r  tear gas, guns and 
spies to  f ig h t unionism . So te s ti­
fied Herm an W eckler, v ice -p res-1

ident o f the corpora tion, before 
the L a F o lle tte  Inve s tiga tio n  Com­
m ittee  who said, “ I t  is a practice 
we have grown up w ith .”

v *  *
. Even a fte r  the passage o f N L - 

RA, C h rys le r s t i l l  refused to  rec­
ognize the union. I t  was no t u n t il 
the sitdow n s tr ik e  th a t the un ion 
won recogn ition  on A p r i l 6, 1937.

* *  #
Today the C h rys le r C orpora­

tion  can cut its  expenses fo r  spies 
and machine guns fo r  use against 
workers. Congress provided them  
w ith  a T a ft-H a rt le y  Slave A ct. 
The State le g is la tu re  provided 
them w ith  the B on ine-T ripp  A c t. 
And M ayor V an A n tw e rp  p ro v id ­
ed them w ith  Police Commission­
er Toy, fo rm e r agent o f the Ford  
M o to r Co. who has b u ilt  . up a 
huge reserve o f c lub-sw ing ing  
cops. Just as re liance on th e ir  
own power won fo r  the union in  
the s it-dow n days o f 1937, so too, 
on ly the power o f the union in  
numbers and m ilitancy  w ill w in  
wage increases today.

*
The s ix-cent wage o ffe r  o f the 

p ro fit-b lo a ted  C h rys le r Corpora­
tion  is being re ferred to  by p ick ­
ets as the “ s ix-cent in s u lt.”

WORKERS FORUM
Comments on Dobbs7 
Radio Speech

I  listened w ith  in te re s t to the 
speech o f you r candidate fo r  the 
U. S. presidency over the NBC 
radio network.

W ill you please send me li te ra ­
tu re  about you r p a rty  and a copy 
o f M r. Dobb’s speech. I  would 
p a r tic u la r ly  desire to  know  i f  I  
should be liab le  fo r  c rim in a l o r 
c iv il persecution i f  I  should 
desire to  become a lo ya l and 
legal m ember o f y o u r movement.

G. B.
Providence, R. I.

*  *  *

Please send me the speech 
transm itte d  over the rad io , M ay 
15. A lso send me lite ra tu re  and 
the socia lis tic  doctrines th a t you r 
o rgan iza tion  favo rs . I  am in - 
erested in  the fie ld o f socialism .

P. B.
G reenville . S. C. 

P.S. Send s ix  sets as some other 
»tudents are interested.

S *  *

Please send me a copy o f 
Sugene V. Debs speech over the 
•adio Sat., M ay 15. I  w i l l  thank  
,’ou very  much.

A. P.
Th ie lls , N . Y .

* * *
H earing  M r. Dobbs rad io speech 

yesterday has acquainted me fo r  
the f irs t  tim e  w ith  the  name o f 
the SWiP and aroused an in te res t 
to know  m ore about the h is to ry , 
program , m em bership and back­
ing o f the p a rty , as w e ll as its  
stand on various domestic and 
fo re ign  issues. A lso its  re la tio n ­
ship to  the proposed M undt B il l.
I would appreciate any lite ra tu re  
and in fo rm a tio n  you have a v a il­
able.

S. C.
Paterson, N . J.

* # *
I t  was ve ry  w onderfu l and I  

would like  to read it .
L. E.
Ph ilade lph ia , Pa.

* * *
I  heard a rad io  address today 

given by you r candidate fo r  
P resident, M r. Dobbs. I  was qu ite  
surprised by some o f the th in gs  
he said, and I  would lik e  a copy 
o f the speech in  order to  study 
i t  m ore closelv.

H . G.
P rinceton, N . J.

* * *
Please send me 25 copies o f 

you r M ay 15 speech.
R. A .
B a ltim ore , Md.

W ould you k in d ly  send me a 
som ewhat b r ie f ou tline  o f the 
h is to ry  o f Socialism  here in 
Am erica  and o th e r countries o f 
the w o rld  in  which i t  has 
operated ? A lso  any o ther artic les  
would be appreciated.

I t ’s a disgrace th a t one can’t  ge t 
the o ther side o f a question fro m  
newspapers and m agazines which 
make up a so-called “ freedom  of 
the press.”

As a p o lit ic a l science student. 
I  m ust have m ore fac ts  to back 
up m y argum ents fo r  the banish­
m ent o f cap ita lism  here in  the 
U n ited  States.

B. S.
S ioux C ity , Iowa.

. * * *

I  should also appreciate le a rn ­
in g  w ha t M r. Dobbs and the SWP 
propose to do, i f  elected.

J. S.
Cham paign, 111.

*  « *
M y boy made me come out o f 

the show to  which he begged me 
to  take h im , so he could hear the 
rad io  ta lk . N o t bad a t 11 years, 
maybe I ’ve go t a contact.

A K R O N — J So. H ow ard  S t.. 2nd f l .  Mon. 
th rough  F r l . .  7 to  0 p. p i . ; B ranch m eet­
ing  Sun. 8 p. m .; S oc ia lis t Y ou th  Club 
meeting Sun. 3 p. m.

B A L T IM O R E — 1121 E . B a ltim o re  St., 
Phone W o lfe  1753J. D a ily  9 a.m. -9 p .m ., 
O. Coover Sr.. M IL IT A N T  and FO U R TH  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  on .sale.

BOSTON— 30 S tu a rt S t.. S at., 1-5 p. m.. 
Tues., 7:30-9:30 p. m.

B U F F A L O — M ilita n t Forum . 029 M ain 
S t., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adlson 3960. E ve ry  
afte rnoon except Sun. .

CHICAG O—777 W . Adam s (corner H a l-  
ated). Phone D E A rbo rn  47G7. D a lly  except 
Sun., 11 a. n i.-5  p. m. L ib ra ry , book­
store.

C L E V E L A N D —M ilita n t Fo rum , Sun., 
8:30 p. m .. Peck’s H a ll. 1416 E . 82nd St. 
(o ff W ade P-ark A vc .).

D E T R O IT —6108 Linw ood Ave. Phone 
TY 7-6267. Mon. th rough  S a t., 12-5 p. m.

F L IN T —215 E . N in th  St. D a lly  7-9 
p. m . Open house, Sat. eve. Forum , Sun. 
eve.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t Publ. Assn., 
Room 201, 124 W . 6th St. Phone VAndyke 
S0G1.

SAN PED RO —M ilita n t. 1008 S. P ac ific  
Room 214.

W A T TS —M ilita n t. 1720 E . 97th St.
L Y N N , (M ass.)—44 C en tra l Sn.. Rm. 

11, Sat. 1-5 p. m . D iscussion. Tues.,
7:30 p. m.

M IL W A U K E E — M ilita n t Bookshop. 608 
S. 5th St. Mon. th rough  F r i. .  7:30-9:30 
p. m. Phone BR oadw ay 9645.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone 
M ain 7781. D a ily  except Sun., 10 a . m .- 
6 p. m . L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (C onn.)—M ili ta n t  D is ­
cussion G roup every F r i .  7 :30 p.m. M i l i ­
ta n t L a b o r Club, 165 M a in  S t. (next to  
S trand T hea tre ).

N E W  H A V E N  —  L a b o r School. 855 
G rand A ve., 3rd f l . ,  Tues. 8-10:30 p. m .

P e rm it me to  congra tu la te  the 
com m entator reg a rd in g  w o rld  
conditions and the du ty  o f the 
A m erican pub lic  tow ard  r e c t ify ­
in g  such conditions as de livered 
over rad io  s ta tion  W RC.

I  hope the re  m ay be m ore such 
program s in  the near fu tu re .

N . F.
W ashington, 1>. C.
*  *  #

Please send me, i f  possible, 
about 6 copies o f F a rre ll Dobbs 
rad io  speech o f M ay 15.

B. Z.
Chicago, I II .

* * *
I  heard you r ta lk  over NBC  on 

S atu rday and would lik e  to  re ­
ceive the s c r ip t o f you r ta lk . I  am 
a pro-W allace man, b u t b it te r ly  
opposed to the Com m unists as 
you are.

I  fee l th a t the m in o r pa rties  
can accom plish m ore by m erg ing  
th e ir  s treng th  and then p u rg in g  
the CP’ers instead o f having 4 o f 
5 men ru n n in g  aga inst each other.

S. C.
Jam aica L . I., N .Y .

*  *  *

Please rush i t  to  me.

N E W A R K —423 S p r ln s fic ld  Ave. Phone 
B ige low  3-2574. Reading room . Open 
da ily . 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (H q .)— 116 U n ive rs­
ity  PI. Phone GR. 5-8149.

E A S T  S ID E — 251 E . Houston S t. 1st f l .  
H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t., R m . 23 

Phone MO. 2-1866. Open discussion. 
T h u r., 8 p. m.

B R O N X — 1034 Prospect Ave., 1st f l .  
Phone L U . 9-0101.

B R O O K LY N —635 F u lto n  St. Phone
ST. .3-7433.

C H E LS E A — 130 W . 23rd St. Phone 
C H. 2-9434.

O A K L A N D  (C al.)—W rite  P. O. Box 
1351, Oakland 4.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  
A vc., 2nd f l.  Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open da ily . Forum . F r l . ,  8 j>. m .

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F if th  Ave.. 2nd f l .  
Open m eetings, 1st & 3rd Sun., 8:30 
p. m . M a rx is t S tudy Class. T h u r., 7-9 
p. m.

SAN D IEG O  (C al.) — F o r In fo rm a tio n  
w r ite  P. O. B ox 857.

SAN FR AN CISCO — 1739 F illm o re  A ve;, 
4th f l.  Phone F I .  6-0410. D a ily  except 
Sun.. 12-4:30 p. m.

S E A T T LE — M aynard  B ldg ., 1st Ave., 
South &. W ash ing ton. Phono M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough S at., 12-5 p. m. B ranch  
meeting. F r i. ,  8 p. m . L ib ra ry , bookstore.

ST. LO U IS — 1023 N. G rand B lvd ., Rm . 
312. Forum , Thu rs .. 7-30-10 ji. m.

ST. P A U L — 540 Cedar St. Phone Gar-* 
fie ld  1137. Open da ily . Bookstore. F o ru m . 
3rd Sun. o f each m onth . 3:30 p. m.

T A C 0 3 IA  (W ash .)—W rite  P, O. Box 
1079. M eeting. W ed.. 8 p. m ., Odd Fe llow  
H a ll,  Gth & Faw cett.

TO LE D O  —  113 St. C la ir  St., 2nd f l .  
Open d a ily . .

YOUNGSTOW N —  115 E . Federa l 
Rm . 302. Phone 3-1355. W ed., F ix ., fia t., 
1:30 to  4 p. m.

K . S.
Ind iana H arbor, Ind.

M . V.
Freehold, N . J.

A c tiv itie s  o f ‘M ilita n t’  R eaders and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
Fight the Mundt Bill!

The Mundt B ill, which has been passed by 
the House, under the guise of suppressing the 
unpopular Gommunist (Stalinist) Party, 
would actually blot out political and civil 
liberties. The American C ivil Liberties Union 
finds the bill “ permeated” with unconstitu- 
tionalities. Many law school professors and 
jurists have denounced the b ill as a whole­
sale violation of the B ill of Rights.

As with all witch-hunting legislation, the 
immediate target— the “ reds”— are not the 
sole target. The bigger, though unmentioned, 
target is the trade union movement. The CIO 
finally awoke to this fact and has undertaken 
a campaign to defeat the bill. The inaction 
of the AFL, however, seriously weakens the 
fight against this fascist-like measure.

But still more reprehensible are the actions 
of the Stalinophobic Social-Democrats. Louis 
Waldntan and A. A. Berle actually appealed 
last week to the A FL Hatters Convention in 
an effort to secure endorsement of the Mundt 
B ill. A ftr  their speeches the resolution com­
mittee withdrew a previously drafted resolu­

tion pointing out the dangers of the bill.
What criminal fo lly  these Social-Democrats 

commit! Apparently, they refuse to realize 
that in capitalist eyes they are but once re­
moved from the "com m unists.D o they think 
they and their parties w ill go untouched after 
the Stalinists are outlawed? Let them remem­
ber the great witch-hunt of the early ’20s. 
After the persecution of the Communists, the 
Social-Democratic assemblymen' in Albany 
were expelled from elected offices.

Don't the leaders of the Hatters Union re­
call the union-busting open-shop drive that 
followed on the heels o f the Palmer “ red” 
raids and the “ criminal syndicalism”  laws? 
I f  they give any support to the Mundt B ill 
they w ill be inviting a repetition of one of 
the blackest chapters in U. S. history.

The labor-haters are fu lly  aware of the 
real purposes of the Mundt Bill. That is why 
they back it to the hilt. The American work­
ers must 'also understand its true purpose 
and mobilize all their power to block this in­
famous police-state bill.



Murray Red-baiting Hits 
New Low at Convention 
O f Steelworkers

By F a rre ll Dobbs
BOSTON, May 14 — I f  the 928,000 members of the United Steelworkers of America looked 

to their Fourth Constitutional Convention for a fighting program to halt the savage onslaught 
of the monopoly corporations, they were cruelly disappointed. Instead, they witnessed a wild 

orgy of red-baiting, used by President Philip 
Murray to smother criticism of his policies
which deprived w orkers in basic steel o f a wage 
increase, and to ram  th rough  the convention the 
fo llo w in g  decisions:

1. “ N o -s tr ike ”  contracts w ith  U n ited  States 
Steel and o ther corpora tions w il l  be lived up to 
“ no tw iths tand ing  the. fa ilu re  o f the em ployer to 
agree upon a wage increase.”  N ego tia tions w ith  
respect to  insurance plans w il l  be carried  on in  
the hope th a t the p ro lits -g lu tte d  corpora tions 
m ay toss the w orkers  a d ry  bone.

2. The In land  Steel pension case w ill be used 
to  tes t the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the “ anti-C om - 
m un is t”  a ff id a v it and other provis ions o f the 
T a ft-H a rt le y  Slave Labor A ct. However, M u rra y  
and the o ther In te rn a tio n a l o ffice rs were au­
thorized to sign the yellow -dog a ff id a v it i f  they 
so decide. M u rra y  reported th a t the steel corpora­
tions  had in fo rm ed h im  they would no t renego­
tia te  wage contracts next year unless the a ffid a v it 
was signed.

3. The W allace P a rty  was denounced. Resolu­
tions fa v o rin g  fo rm a tio n  o f an independent 
Labor P a rty  were re jected in fa v o r o f the 
ba nkru p t po licy o f suppo rting  “ p rogres ive”  
Dem ocrats and Republicans. The In te rn a tio n a l 
Executive- Board was authorized to  decide “ the 
m a tte r o f endorsing a candidate fo r  the P res i­
dency o f the U n ited S tates”  a fte r  the Dem ocratic 
and Republican parties have had th e ir  conven­
tions.

4. M u rra y  and the E xecu tive  Board were 
authorized to come out in  support o f peacetime 
m il ita ry  conscrip tion in  case o f “ a possible 
fu r th e r  worsening o f in te rna tiona l re la tions.”  
The M arsha ll P lan was endorsed.
• 5. Members .o f “ the Com m unist p a rty  o r o f 

any Fascist, to ta lita r ia n  o r o ther subversive 
o rg an iza tio n ”  were barred fro m  ho ld ing office in 
the  union.

R E P R E S E N T A T IO N  R E D U C E D
6. ‘ Representation a t fu tu re  conventions o f the 

un ion was reduced fro m  one delegate fo r  each 
100 members to  one delegate fo r  each 500 m em ­
bers.

7. The term  o f o ffice fo r  the In te rn a tion a l 
o ffice rs and d is tr ic t  d irec to rs  was increased to  
fo u r  years. P reviously  they were elected fo r  tw o  
years. The U n ited  S tee lworkers thus becomes the 
f ir s t  m a jo r CIO un ion to  ape and in s titu te  p ra c ­
tices s im ila r  to  the an ti-dem ocra tic  practices o f 
the A F L  d ic ta torsh ips.

8. M em bership dues were increased to $2 per 
m onth, a h ike o f 50 cents.

9. M u rra y  g o t a $5,000 raise, g iv in g  him  an 
annual sa lary o f $25,000. S ecre tary-Treasurer 
D avid  J. M cDonald and In te rn a tio n a l Vice 
Presidents Van A . B ittn e r  and James G. Thim m es 
were raised $3,000, n e ttin g  them $15,000 annua lly . 
The d is tr ic t  d irec to rs  got a $2,000 hike fo r  a 
to ta l o f  $8,000 a year.
s A f te r  three days o f unrestra ined red -ba iting  
d u rin g  discussion o f fo re ign  po licy , po litica l 
action  and the T a ft-H a rt le y  A c t, the stage was 
set about 5 P.M. on Thursday to ja m  th rough  a 
reso lu tion  endorsing M u rra y ’s wage po licy . Re­
so lu tion No: 26 on wages was read by the 
secre ta ry o f the reso lutions com m ittee, who moved 
its  adoption.

Delegate H un te r, Local 2898, on a po in t o f in ­
fo rm a tio n  said, “ ‘Since th is  question o f wages is 
a most im p o rta n t one and I  am sure w ill be 
discussed by many people, and since a h a lf  hour 
is a l l th a t is  le ft o f th is  session, I  should lik e  to  
ask th a t the reso lu tion be b ro ug h t up tom orrow  
m orn ing .”

M u rra y  rep lied  th a t the W age-Policy Com m ittee 
would spend weeks on the wage question, adding,

SOLIDARITY
N e arly  1,000 inm ates o f the D is tr ic t  o f 

Colum bia R e fo rm a to ry , both w h ite  and N e­
gro, were so incensed by the u n ju s t l i fe  
sentence given to  M rs. Rosa Lee Ing ra m  
and her tw o sons th a t they dug down in to  
th e ir  sm all savings and earnings and chipped 
in  $339.80, which they sent to  the N A A C P  
Ing ra m  Defense Fund.

“ I  th in k  th a t w ill be su ffic ie n t to  meet the needs 
o f you r s itua tion .”

D irec to r Germano o f D is tr ic t  31 next took the 
floo r to denounce Delegate N ick  M igas o f Local 
1010, East Chicago, Ind iana. M igas, a w e ll-know n 
S ta lin is t hack, had signed a leafle t, circu la ted to 
the delegates the previous day, w h ich  attacked 
M u rra y ’s “ no -s tr ike ”  po licy  and his opposition 
to H enry  W allace.

M U R R A Y  W H IP S  UP F R E N Z Y
When Germano had finished speaking, M u rra y  

ordered M igas to the m icrophone in the center 
o f the convention floor. As M igas stood there in 
the m iddle o f a mass o f 3,200 delegates, M u rra y  
proceeded to w h ip  the convention in to  a frenzy  
aga inst him . Then M u rra y  called on M igas to 
exp la in w hy he “ resorted to th is  treasonous 
conduct.”

M igas defended h im se lf as best he could, 
handicapped as he was by his unsavory record 
accumulated th rough  years o f fo llo w in g  the z ig ­
zags o f treacherous S ta lin is t po licy. As he spoke, 
he was booed, cries arose to “ th row  him  ou t,’ 
and several delegates sought to a ttack him 
phys ica lly . M urray  ordered the ushers to protect 
him .

When M igas finished speaking M u rra y  said, 
“ Is th a t a ll?  A re  you fin ished? The convention 
w ill rem ain in  order now. Remain in  perfect 
o lde r, please. The question now occurs upon the 
m otion to  adopt the re p o rt o f the com m ittee. 
Those in fa v o r o f the m otion to  adopt the report 
o f the com m ittee w il l  say aye.”

W ith  the a ll- im p o rta n t question o f wage policy 
having been so com plete ly submerged under the 
hyste ria  against M igas, M u rra y  declared the 
m otion “ carried  by unanim ous vote”  and p ro ­
ceeded to  the next order o f business.

S E V E R E LY  B E A T E N
M eanwhile, M igas had tr ie d  to  s lip  qu ie tly  out 

o f the ha ll, b u t a lm ost one-th ird  o f the conven­
tio n  fo llow ed h im  ou t onto H u n tin g to n  Avenue 
where he was caugh t and severely beaten.

A l l  th is  tim e  Boston police had been in  and 
around the convention h a ll, obviously tipped off 
to w h a t was com ing. W hen they  tho ugh t M igas 
had been beaten enough, the cops dragged h im  
out o f the hands o f his attackers, th rew  h im  in to  
a p a tro l wagon they ju s t happened to  have w ith  
them and hauled h im  to the police s ta tion  under 
“ p ro tective  custody.”

The next m orn ing  the con s titu tion a l amend­
m ent b a rr in g  “ Com m unists”  o r “ o ther sub­
versives”  from  union office was easily pu t th rough  
the convention.

B u t when the question o f a fo u r-y e a r te rm  fo r  
In te rn a tio n a l o ffice rs came up, the  steam ro lle r  
was slowed down qu ite  a b it. R ed-ba iting  proved 
less effective on th is  issue, so the  question o f 
lo y a lty  to the  officers was th row n, in to  the  gap. 
O pposition to  the proposal was centered m a in ly  
against g iv in g  d is tr ic t  d irec to rs  fo u r-ye a r term s. 
A bou t one-th ird  o f the delegates voted against 
i t  on a s tand ing vote.

S H A R P  O P P O S IT IO N
O pposition was even sharper on the  ¿onstitu- 

tio n a l am endm ent reducing convention representa­
tion  to one delegate fo r  each 500 members. 
S ecre tary-T reasurer McDonald, who was in  the 
cha ir, ru led the amendment adopted on a voice 
vote. Pandemonium broke loose and M cDonald 
then called fo r  a s tanding vote in  w h ich  he again 
declared the  am endm ent adopted. A  m ig h ty  wave 
o f p ro test w en t up w ith  cries fo r  a ro l l call.

M u rra y  took the cha ir, declared there would be 
no ro ll ca ll, and again took a standing vote, 
in s tru c tin g  the ushers to count the delegates 
vo tin g  fo r  and against. A  to ta l vote o f 2,384 was 
reported, w ith  1,563 vo tin g  fo r  the amendment 
and 821 against.

O pposition to the dues increase adopted on the 
las t day fo llow ed the same general pa tte rn .

E lection o f In te rn a tio n a l o fficers and d is tr ic t 
d irec to rs  fo r  a fo u r-y e a r te rm  w il l  be held by 
referendum  in  F eb rua ry  1949. Local un ion elec­
tions fo r  a tw o-year te rm  o f o ffice take place 
ne x t month.

The next convention is scheduled fo r  M ay 1950.

The Negro S truggle ------------------— ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D efen d  F ra n k  B a rn e s !
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  By A lb e rt P a rke r  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The F rank  Barnes case in  Santa Monica, C a li­
fo rn ia , teaches three im p o rta n t lessons to the 
N egro people in a ll p a rts  o f the coun try . 1. T h a t 

a  the T r u m a n  a d m in is tra tion ,
a .  despite its  prom ises to  in s titu te  

w  T — a c iv il r ig h ts  program , is ac tu a lly  
an accomplice o f the ca p ita lis t 
class in  preserv ing J im  Crow 

^ * 0 ® *  practices in  em ploym ent. 2. T h a t 
governm ent w itch  hunts serve to  underm ine every 
progressive movement, in c lud ing  the f ig h t fo r  
N egro rig h ts . 3. T h a t i t  is  necessary to  f ig h t 
ha rde r than ever before aga inst J im  Crow and 
red -ba tiing , o r else the Negro people w il l  be 
deprived even o f the few  r ig h ts  they now have.

F ra n k  Barnes is the president o f the Santa 
M onica N A A C P  branch and o f the U n ited  Com­
m ittee  to  End D isc rim in a tion  a t Sears, which the 
N A A C P  and tw o dozen o ther labor, N egro and 
c iv ic  organ izations form ed in  o rder to w in  jobs 
f o r  Negroes a t the local store o f Sears, Roebuck 
and Co. In  th is  capacity Barnes did an excellent 
job , leading a s tru g g le  on the p icke t line  w h ich  
e ffec tive ly  cu t down trade. Sears tr ie d  f ir s t  o f 
a ll to  ge t the p icke tin g  proh ib ited  and then, 
when mass p ro tes t prevented th a t, decided to go 
a f te r  Barnes h im se lf.

Barnes makes his liv in g  as a m a il ca rrie r, th a t 
is, lie w orks fo r  the governm ent. Sears the re fo re  
took  its  case to the Post O ffice and qu ick ly  
succeeded in g e ttin g  T ru m a n ’s Postm aster Gen­
era l, Jesse M. Donaldson, to suspend Barnes on 
the  charge th a t he is “ d is loya l to  the governm ent 
Of the  U n ited  S tates” ! W hy? Had he expressed 
any such d is lo ya lty , had he called fo r  the over­
th ro w  o f the governm ent? He obviously had not. 
B u t, said the T rum an a d m in is tra tion , Barnes was 
g u ilty  o f being “ a ff ilia te d  o r sym pathetic  w ith  an 
o rgan iza tion , association, movem ent, g roup , o r

com bination o f persons designated by the A t ­
to rney General as subversive.”  P roo f?  One o f the 
o rgan iza tions a ffilia te d  w ith  the U n ited  Com­
m ittee  to End D isc rim in a tion  a t Sears was the 
C om m unist P a rty .

And so Barnes has been deprived o f his job  in 
the Post Office, pending a hearing  before the 
L o y a lty  Board. As in  H it le r ite  G erm any and 
S ta lin is t Russia, a man can be pei-secuted not 
on ly fo r  w hat he th in ks  o r does, bu t even fo r  
the company he keeps and the people he associates 
w ith . T h a t is the brand o f democracy the ru l in g  
class is p repa ring  a new w o rld  w a r to  defend, 
and which they' w i l l  o rder the Negro and w h ite  
w orkers  to shed th e ir  blood fo r.

T h is  practice o f “ g u i l t  by association,”  i f  
pe rm itted  to continue, w i l l  destroy dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  a ltoge ther. F o r th a t reason alone i t  is 
necessary fo r  the labor and Negro movements to 
ra l ly  to the defense o f F ra n k  Barnes and force 
his unconditiona l re instatem ent. B u t there  is 
another and equa lly u rgen t reason, which w il l  be 
q u ick ly  recognized by anyone s tud y ing  th is  case: 
W ha t the governm ent is re a lly  d r iv in g  to  p u t 
over w ith  th is  persecution is the notion th a t 
m ilita n t opposition to J im  Crow can be punished 
as “ d is lo ya lty  to the governm ent o f the U n ited 
States.”  I f  they can get aw ay w ith  th a t, then 
naked d ic ta to rsh ip  w i l l  be around the corner.

Some people hope th a t as the outbreak o f the 
ne x t w a r approaches, the governm ent is go ing to 
soften up and ge t r id  o f some o f the J im  Crow 
regu la tions and practices. B u t i f  you d isregard 
the token gestures and th ird -ra te  concessions, 
you can see th a t,th e  reverse o f such hopes seems 
to be the case. Instead o f g e ttin g  so fte r, ca p ita l­
ism in its  death agony is accentuating its  ge t- 
tough policies no t on ly  abroad b u t a t home :j.s 
w e ll, no t on ly  aga ins t labo r bu t also aga inst the 
m ino ritie s .
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Minnesota Governor Sends Troops 
To Aid Meat Trust Against Strike

By Barbara Bruce
SOUTH ST. PAUL, May 17 

— National Guardsmen with 
drawn bayonets today patrol 
the streets o f the w o rld ’s second 
la rges t meat packing center. 
Called ou t by Republican Gov­
ernor L u th e r W. Youngdahl last 
Saturday, more than 1,000 guards­
men moved in  fro m  a ll p a rts  o f 
the state. A ll un its  are m echaniz­
ed and m otorized.

Youngdah l’s s trikeb rea k ing  ac­
tion  fo llow ed upon a week o f 
clashes between s tr ik in g  pack­
inghouse w orkers  and South St, 
Paul police who had fa ile d  in  
th e ir  a ttem pts  to  crash the 
t ig h t ly -k n it  p icke t lines around 
the S w ift, A rm o u r and Cudahy 
plants. Mass p icke ting , in  defiance 
o f a cou rt re s tra in in g  order, was 
the s tr ik e rs ’ answer to  the 
packers’ a ttem pts  to break the 
nine-weeks-old s tr ik e  w ith  im ­
ported scabs.

Provoked by a report th a t a 
re fr ig e ra to r car filled  w ith  s tr ik e ­
breakers, recru ited  in  ne ighbor­
in g  states, had been moved in to  
the Cudahy' p lan t, 200 angry  
pickets storm ed in to  the plant 
early  F rid a y  m orn ing. E very  scab 
was removed from  the p lant. I t  
is also reported tha t locks were 
bioken on live-stock pens and 
several hundred hogs were re ­
leased to run w ild  th rough  the 
streets.

The Cudahy “ in c iden t”  provided 
the p re te x t fo r  G overnor Y oung­
dahl to  m obilize the M innesota 
N a tiona l Guard. P acking com­
pany o ffic ia ls  had been demand­
in g  th is  action  fo r  several weeks. 
A l l  u n its  o f the N a tiona l Guard 
are being housed in  the  three 
packing p lan ts  and are be ing fed 
in  company cafe terias.

JEER S A N D  BOOS
N a tiona l Guardsmen, a r r iv in g  

in  South St. Paul S atu rday m orn ­
ing, were greeted w ith  jeers and 
boos and cries o f “ H it le r , ”  “ D ic ­
ta to r ”  and “ S trikeb rea ke r”  fro m  
the mass p icke t lines. Veterans o f 
W orld  W ar I I  confronted each 
other. P ickets ca rried  signs read­
in g : “ Vets M u s t F ig h t  the A rm y  
to Get A  L iv in g  W age”  and “ Vets 
S t il l M us t F ig h t fo r  a L iv in g —  
Help U s !” .

Women p ickets  and w ives o f 
s tr ik e rs  sjiouted a t the guards­
men: “ We fed you d u rin g  the 
w a r . . . now look w h a t you ’re 
doing to us”  and “ How would 
you like  to w o rk  fo r  $19.25 a 
week ?”

When the N a tion a l Guard f irs t 
a ttem pted to  escort scabs th rough  
the p icket line  a t S w ift ’s, the 
pickets de fian tly  tigh tened th e ir  
lines. “ A re  you go ing to  le t those 
Ycabs in ? ”  a p icket shouted to a 
lieu tenan t on a h a lftra c k  cru is ing  
the area. The lieu tenan t nodded. 
When the h a lftra c k  moved away 
from  the p lan t gates, three 
pickets stepped in f ro n t  o f a 
car a tte m p tin g  to pass th rough . 
The h a lftra c k  was rushed to  the 
gates.

A  capta in  jo ined the lieu tenan t. 
“ Step aside,”  the capta in  ordered. 
Tire p ickets refused to budge. A  
lieu tenan t colonel ran  fro m  a 
nearby gatehouse. He conferred 
brie fly ' w ith  the capta in  and then 
ordered him  and a group o f 
guardsmen to a rres t the  three 
s tr ike rs . F ig h tin g  broke o u t as 
o ther s tr ike rs  ra n  fro m  a crowd 
nearby to help th e ir  fe llo w  w o rk ­
ers.

D R IV E N  W IT H  B A Y O N E T S
Several clashes occurred and 

pickets were subdued only" a t the 
po in t o f fixed bayonets. The three 
p ickets were arrested and hustled 
off in  jeeps to the c ity  ha ll. They 
were Ed Johnson, T h e o d o r e  
Thompson and George Rosse. The 
mass o f s tr ike rs  were driven 
•back step by step by 600 armed 
guardsm en. S treets were cleared

SWP Leaders Hit- 
Use of Troops by 
Gov. Youngdahl

Leaders o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  in M innesota 
on M ay 16 w ired Governor 
L u th e r W . Youngdahl th e ir  
condem nation o f his use o f 
troops aga inst Packinghouse 
s trike rs .

Grace Carlson, SW P Vice- 
P residentia l candidate, said: 
“ The m ost e lem entary r ig h ts  
o f the w o rk in g  people o f 
M innesota are being vio lated 
by you r troops. The doors o f 
a ll packing p lan ts in M inne­
sota should be closed u n til 
these w-orkers are granted a 
liv in g  wage.”

V incen t R. Dunne, SW P N a­
tion a l Labor Secretary, said: 
“ You out-S tassen Stassen. He 
tr ie d  to  break s trikes  w ith  a 
s lick fo rm u la . You re ly  on the 
sharp bayonet.”

Defiance and contem pt are shown in  the expression o f these women packinghouse s tr ik e rs  in  South St. Paul as they face the 
bayonets o f N a tion a l Guard troops called ou t by M innesota G overnor Youngdahl to aid the s tr ikeb rea k ing  a tte m p t o f the  meat 
pro fiteers. The troops were sent against the workers a fte r  local police provoked clashes w ith  pickets in  a ttem pts  te  run  scabs 
th rough  the s tr ik e rs ’ lines. Courtesy o f D ispatch-P ioneer Press

on ly  when h a lf  - tra c k  trucks, 
mounted w ith  m ovable .50 calibre 
machine guns ro lled  th rou gh  the 
streets.

When the N a tion a l Guard had 
taken over the c ity , and forced 
the s tr ike rs  away from  the plants, 
D is tr ic t 2 o ffic ia ls  o f the CIO  
U n ited  Packinghouse W orkers 
called a mass m eeting a t the 
state cap ito l. F if ty  carloads o f 
s tr ike rs  made the ten -m ile  t r ip  
from  South St. Paul. S ix ty  na­
tio n a l guardsmen ■ were h a s tily  
summoned and stationed about 
the  cap ito l b u ild in g . O n ly  the 
area s tr ik e  com m ittee, composed 
o f 30 men, was pe rm itte d  to  enter 
the G overnor’s office. L i t t le  sa tis ­
fac tion  was obtained by com m it­
tee members who demanded th a t 
the Governor close the  plants. 
G o v e r n o r  Youngdahl's h a lf ­
hearted a ttem pts to say th a t the 
N a tiona l Guard would be used 
“ m ere ly to  keep law  and o rd e r”  
were received in  hostile  silence.

“ CLOSE T H E  P L A N T S ”

M eanwhile, 700 s tr ike rs  w a it­
in g  on the cap ito l steps, demanded 
an audience w ith  the Governor. 
A n  overflow  crowd was adm itted 
to the G overnor’s chambers and 
the corrido rs  o f the cap ito l. The

sentim ent o f a ll the s tr ik e rs  was 
expressed by Jean Paddock, a 
member o f the S w ift  union, Local 
167, when she said:

“ W e w a n t the Guard used to 
close the plants. I f  they are a ll 
closed and sCabs are no t per­
m itted  to enter w e’l l  be satisfied 
and there w ill no t be any 
violence.”

U n w illin g  to  rep ly  to  th is  
demand,- the G overnor s ta rted  to  
re tu rn  to  his office.

“ W h a t’s you r answ er?”  several 
in  the  crowd shouted. B u t Gov­
e rnor Youngdahl w a lked out.

Reports are th a t thousands o f 
postcards and telegram s are 
flooding Y oungdahl’s -o ff ic e , de­
manding- th a t he cióse the p lan ts  
u n til the s tr ik e  is  settled so th a t 
the N a tion a l Guard w i l l  no t be 
used as strikebreakers.

The fo llo w in g  day a huge mass 
m eeting o f un ion packinghouse 
w orkers was held a t the CIO 
headquarters in  St. Paul. S tr ike rs  
roared the ir, approval o f M ilto n  
S iegel’s suggestion th a t demands 
be made upon G overnor Y oung­
dahl to close the p lan ts  and cease 
s tr ikeb rea k ing  ac tiv ities . F ie ld  
Representative o f D is tr ic t  2, 
M ilto n  Siegel has been the s tr ik e  
leader in th is  area and the rad io

spokesman o f the packinghouse 
w orkers in  th e ir  d a ily  broadcast 
“ On the P icke t L ine .”

C A L L  FOR SUPPO RT

A statem ent issued by the 
m eeting appealed to  a ll sections 
o f the trade  un ion movement, to  
fa rm ers , sm all business men, 
house-wives, w h ite  co lla r w orkers, 
professional people and a ll w o rk ­
in g  people to  support the s t r ik ­
ing  packinghouse w orkers  in  th e ir  
f ig h t aga inst the n iea t tru s t. The 
statem ent, reads in  p a r t:

“ D u rin g  the nine weeks o f the 
s tr ike , the meat tru s ts  have 
dem onstrated th a t th e ir  rea l aim 
is to  smash the union. T h is  a ttack  
on the U n ited  Packinghouse 
W orkers is the beg inn ing o f w ha t 
B ig  Business and an ti- la bo r forces 
hope w i l l  be a union-sm ashing 
drive  on a na tiona l scale. W o rk ­
in g  men and women everywhere 
must recognize th a t the figh t o f 

. the packinghouse w orkers is th e ir  
f ig h t. . .

“ . . . We ask th a t a ll c itizens 
o f M innesota speak up on beha lf 
o f the  packinghouse w orkers and 
demand the fo llo w in g  o f Gov­
e rnor Youngdahl:

“ 1. th a t he close the packing 
p lan ts  im m edia te ly ;

“ 2. th a t he order, the N a tion a l 
Guard to  h a lt a ll fu r th e r  
s tr ikeb rea k ing ;

“ 3. th a t G overnor Youngdahl 
unequivocally declare, w ith  
the N a tio n a l G uard in 
command o f the  packing 
p lan ts, th a t any se ttle ­
m ent provide fu l l  g u a r­
antees aga ins t • any d is­
c r im in a tio n , recrim ina tion s  
o r rep risa ls  on the  p a r t  o f 
the c ity , county o r state 
a u tho ritie s  aga ins t any 
w o rkers  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
the  s tr ik e ;

“ 4. th a t the resp on s ib ility  fo r  
adequately p ro v id in g  fo r  
the above named po in ts  
rests square ly :w ith  Gov­
ernor Y oungdahl and any 
fa ilu re  to  com ply w ith  
them  w i l l  place upon h im  
the onus o f s tr ikeb rea k ing  
and un ion-sm ash ing th a t 
his predecessor, fo rm e r 
G overnor Jake P r  e u s, 
bears to th is  ve ry  day.”

Rounding out. the 63rd day o f 
th e ir  b it te r ly  fo u g h t s t r i k e ,  
defiant packinghouse w orkers s t i l l  
marched the picket line  in South 
St. Paul.

Chrysler Pickets Hold the Line
By H ow ard Le rne r

DETRO IT, M ay 17— Fight­
ing the combined power of Big 
Business and government, the 
CIO U n ited  A u to  W orkers  C hrys­
le r con tingen t o f 75,000 members 
in  19 p lan ts continues its  wage 
ba ttle  on th is  s ix th  day o f s trike .

C h rys le r C orpora tion , w ith  p ro ­
f its  h igher than in any w a r year, 
has an an ti-un ion  background o f 
spies and violence. I t  is p repa r­
ing  to make fu l l  use o f police, 
courts and state boards in unholy 
a lliance aga inst w o rkers  seeking- 
wage increases f i r s t  scaled down 
to 17c an hour but now back up 
to 30c.

P icke t lines are organized at 
a ll p lants, soup kitchens are in 
fu l l  sw ing and f ly in g  squadrons 
pa tro l the s tr ik e  areas ready fo r  
action a t any danger spot. Union 
f irs t -a id  sta tions are a lready 
ta k in g  care o f the in jured.

The la test developm ent in  the. 
ba ttle  is the. com ing o f state 
police to  “ guard law  and o rder”  
on demand o f reac tionary  Gov­
ernor K im  S ig le r. By ed ict o f the 
Governor, the N a tiona l Guard is 
also being held in readiness.

USE P R E T E X T
A t  the same tim e, fo llo w in g  

the federa l governm ent’s tactics 
aga inst the m iners, the Gover­
no r’s A tto rn e y  General ordered 
(lie  W ayne County prosecutor 
here to s ta r t  legal action, aga inst 
the union on the p re te x t th a t the 
C h rys le r s tr ik e  v io la tes the state 
law. Should the G overnor’s posi­
tion  be upheld by the courts, 
union leaders would be subject 
to fines and im prisonm ent, w h ile  
s tr ik e rs  would be denied w e lfa re .

Local union a fte r  local union 
is com ing to the assistance o f 
the C h rys le r w orkers. Today, on

the C hrys le r H igh land Park p lan t| 
p icke t line, m any f ly in g  squa-i 
dvons were in  ba ttle  fo r  the f i r s t  
tim e since the General M otors 
s tr ik e  tw o years ago. -P rom inent 
on the line  were union caps from  
Budd Local 306, B rig g s  Local 212 
and B riggs  Local 742.

300 pickets fought o f f  more 
than 50 cops and persuaded 
thousands o f o ffice  workers, as 
well as o ffice rs  and superv isory 
personnel, from  en tering  the 
plant. I f  was f irs t  v ic to ry  fo r  the 
union in the f irs t  sk irm ish .

F o llow ing  th is , orders came fo r 
the cap ito l to send state police, 
to prepare the .National Guard, 
and to take “ le g a l”  action against 
union top o ffice rs .

C U T  W AGES

Y esterday, jo iry n g  the u n io n -1 
busting  C hrys le r Corpora tion , the ! 
Ford M o to r Co. a rro g a n tly  p ro - ! 
posed to  cut wages. Refusing to 
Sugar-coat th is  b it te r  p ill,  John 
S: Bugas, vice-president o f the 
company, b lu n tly  answered a 
question us to whether his pro- : 
posal means a pay cu t: “ I t  cer­
ta in ly  does.”

Ford “ o ffe re d ”  to reduce wages 
o f his w orkers down-to those paid 
by com petitors, to  cu t wages in 
sm all com m unities to  levels paid 
in sm all shops, to  re introduce 
piece-work and to stop paying 
union representatives fo r  tim e  
lost in s e ttlin g  grievances.

General M otors is p repa ring  to 
jo in  th is  conspiracy and make the 
“ B ig  T hree" auto companies a 
t ig h t ly  welded tr io  against the 
union. N egotia tions a t GM are 
.stalemated. A f t e r - 35 ba rga in ing  
sessions, the corpora tion has o f­
fered N O T H IN G . Company rep ­
resentatives laugh a t  the union 
com m ittee.

S tr ik e  votes are sweeping the 
GM p lan ts. In  m ore than  h a lf  o f {

the 80 plants votes have been 
completed. E very  p lant so fa r  is 
on record fo r  s tr ike . T .A . John­
stone, ac tin g  d irec to r o f the 
un ion’s GM departm ent in  the 
absence o f U A W  President. W a l­
te r P. Reuther, has s ta ted : “ Our 
members w ill not trespass on GM 
p rope rty  a fte r  M ay 28.”

A ll ta lk  o f “ coopera ting”  w ith  
the company has now been e lim ­
inated from  speeches o f the union 
leadership. Recent actions o f the 
auto barons prove they w ill be 
sa tis fied  w ith  no th ing  less than 
complete smashing o f the  . auto 
union.

S T R IK E  F U N D  
The U A W  In te rn a tion a l E xe­

cutive Board has levied assess­
ments fo r  June and J u ly  to  raise 
a $5% m illio n  s tr ik e  fund.

Local 306 Parades 
To UAW Pickt l ine

•DETROIT, M ay 17 —  About 
500 w orkers paraded a fte r  
w o rk  c u t o f the Budd M fg . Co. 
here today led by UAW , Local 
306 m ilita n ts  and marched 
down the main tho rough fa re  to 
the C hrys ler p icket line. About 
500 took p a rt in  the parade. 
W ith  colors f ly in g , and f ly in g  
squadrons d ire c tin g  the parade 
and re g u la tin g  t ra f f ic ,  we had 
a re tu rn  to the s p ir i t  o f ’37 
when un ion is ts  took over pub­
lic  functions in and about 
s tr ik e  areas. The parade in ­
spired the thousands who saw 
i t  as w e ll as the determ ined 
pickets who were g r im ly  w a lk ­
ing  the line. I t  was a real de­
m onstra tion  o f s o lid a rity  in 
the tra d itio n  o f th is  m ig h ty  
unfon.

The Hudson Local 154 stew­
ards’ body la s t week voted to 
recommend an assessment o f $1 
per week on the 15,000 Hudson 
w orkers  to help the s tr ik e rs . Ford 
Local 600 has set aside $125,000 
fo r  Use o f C hrys le r w orkers.

Sentim ent is g row ing  on p icket 
lines and in  shops in th is  area fo r 
un in du s try -w ide  shutdow n o f 
auto. The men are saying th a t i f  
(h is should occur, the auto barons 
would be forced to se ttle  in a 
week.

The M o to r B u ild ing , section o f 
Ford Local 000, rep resenting  11,- 
000 workers, voted unan im ously 
to demand an im m ediate em erg­
ency m eeting o f the. CIO Execu­
tive  Board to “ ca ll fo r  an E m erg ­
ency' Convention o f a il CIO 
Unions fo r  un ited  action on the 
wage issue.”

In  add ition  to c a llin g  upon 
P h ilip  M urra y , C IO  President, to 
convoke a national CIO  con fe r­
ence, the stew ards’, body o f Budd 
Local 306 is dem anding the con- 
'o c a lio n  o f a m eeting o f a ll s tew ­
ards, o ffice rs  and local union 
com m itteem en in the D e tro it 
area fo r the purpose o f o rgan iz ­
ing  un ified  s tra teg y  in thè C hrys­
le r s tr ike .

Thè rea liza tion  js qu ick ly  
g ro w in g  th a t w h ile  the corpora­
tions are so lid ly  un ited , the auto 
w orkers themselves are weakened 
by the one-a t-a -tim e s tra te g y  
which pe rm its  the corpora tions 
to concentrate th e ir  forces aga inst 
any sing le  section c f  the union.

READ


