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KANSAS OUTRAGE-A WARNING TO LABOR!
----------------------------------- ® -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------®  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Union - Busting 
Cops Told to 
‘Crack Skulls’

Forty-five union men and wo­
men were brutally clubbed to 
the ground and the union hall 
o f the CIO  U n ited  Packinghouse 
W orkers  in Kansas C ity , Kansas, 
was invaded and wrecked on A p r i l 
23 by  blood-crazed police under 
orders to  “ crack sku lls .”

T h is  unprovoked assault on the 
Kansas C ity  packinghouse s t r ik ­
ers is the most savage ou tburs t 
o f police violence aga inst labor 
since the 1937 M em oria l Day 
Massacre against the L it t le  Steel 
s tr ike rs .

The Kansas C ity  police a ttack 
was prem editated. P r io r  to  the 
assau lt more than 100 police 
massed near s tr ik e  p ickets at the 
Cudahy p la n t’s m ain gate were 
called together by Police Captain 
E l i  D ah lin , who commanded 
th e m :

A  Kansas C ity  s trike -b rea k ing  crew shoves meat-loaded fre ig h t  cars across p icke t lines a fte r  
ra ilw a y  te rm in a l w orkers refused to  do the job. The CIO  U n ited  Packinghouse W orkers report, 
however, th a t the packers’ back-to -w ork movem ent. has been a flop . Federated P ictures

“ CR ACK S K U L L S ”
“ You are to  crack sku lls  i f  

they ask fo r  it ,  no m a tte r who 
they  are. T h a t means s tr ik e  lead­
ers and a ll, even a member o f 
the  c ity ’s legal s ta f f  i f  he in ­
te rfe re s .”

The la tte r  reference was to 
James H. Barnes, A ss is tan t C ity  
A tto rn e y  and also union legal 
representative , who had previous­
ly  protested police v io la tions o f 
the  r ig h ts  o f pickets.

W ithou t w arn ing , the police 
charged in  a body on the defense­
less pickets, m ercilessly f la i l in g  
them. In  a few  moments, 45 per­
sons, s tream ing  blood fro m  scalp 
and face wounds, la y  on the 
ground. M ore than a hundred 
s tr ik e rs  su ffe red blows. Ten were 
sent to the hosp ita l. Even news 
photographers, a tte m p tin g  to take 
p ic tures o f the attack, were beat­
en and one sent to the hospita l.

A s the sadistic cops belabored 
fa lle n  w orkers w ith  th e ir  clubs, 
the y  screamed: “ Go back to  w ork 
and ge t o f f  the streets.”  P ickets 
ran  tow ard  the union ha ll, d iag ­
on a lly  across fro m  the Cudahy 
gate, w ith  police in pu rsu it.

D E M O L IS H E D  H A L L
A t  the h a ll, the police broke in 

the  door and began to  smash up 
eve ry th in g  breakable, inc lud ing 
the heads o f workers. The la tte r, 
among them  scream ing women, 
jum ped fro m  w indows to escape 
the m urderous police clubs. The 
w a lls  were soon spattered w ith  
blood, glass strew n a ll over, chairs 
reduced to  k in d lin g .

Police la te r cla im ed they found 
“ s ix  weapons”  in  the h a ll— a 
saw ed-off b ill ia rd  cue, a broom 
s tick  w ith  a na il, an iro n  bolt, a 
m a lle t and a three-foot, s tick. 
R a lph M. Baker, U P W A  d is tr ic t 
d irec to r, said tha t police cla im s 
about s tr ik e rs ’ “ resistance”  and 
“ weapons”  w e r e  “ absolutely 
fa lse ”  and a “ cover-up fo r  acts 
th a t would make H it le r ’s Gestapo 
and S ta lin ’s GPU look lik e  Boy 
Scouts.”

The legal p re te x t fo r  the a ttack 
was a local ordinance aga inst 
mass p icke ting . A f te r  the a ttack, 
the  D is tr ic t  cou rt issued an in ­
ju n c tio n  aga inst “ il le g a l”  p icke t­
in g . Police cleared the streets o f

MEAT BARONS 
USE VIOLENCE 
AGAINST STRIKERS

—  See s to ry  on page 4 —

persons fo r  two blocks. Even 
business places were entered and 
a ll customers driven  out.

The Kansas C ity  outrage c lim ­
axes a g ro w in g  wave o f violence 
by  police and company s tr ik e ­
breakers in the packinghouse 
centers. In  Chicago la s t week, a 
s tr ik e r  was m urdered by a s tr ik e ­
b reake r who ran him  down w ith  
an A rm o u r tru ck . These assaults 
accompanied com pany moves to 
operate p lan ts  a fte r  T rum an ’s 
“ fa c t- f in d in g ”  com m ittee s a i d  
m eat t ru s t  o ffe rs  o f 9-cents an 
ho u r were “ subs tan tia l.”

Ralph He lste in , U P W A  presi­
dent, has appealed to A tto rn e y  
General C la rk  fo r an investiga tion  
in to  the “ b ru ta l and wanton beat­
in g ”  o f the Kansas C ity  s tr ike rs  
and invasion o f th e ir  ha ll. A t  th is  
V 'r itin g , fo u r days a fte r  the ou t­
rage, the C IO  na tiona l headquar­
te rs  has no t said a word.

Big Steel Leads Attack 
On CIO Wage Demands

By A r t  Preis
Acting on the basis of a unified 

strategy, America’s most power­
ful corporations have almost 
simultaneously rejected t h e  
“ th ird  round”  wage demands of 
the b iggest CIO unions.

U.S. Steel Cox-pox-atioix sounded 
the general offensive o f B ig  B usi­
ness on A p r i l 22. B en jam in  F a ir ­
less, head o f the la rges t steel 
combine, announced th a t i t  would 
ro t  g ra n t any wage increases to 
the steel workers.

The leading corpora tions in the 
steel, auto, e lec trica l equipm ent, 
meat packing and m a ritim e  in ­

dustries have turned thum bs down 
on wage raises o r w ith d ra w n  
previous offers o f sm all increases.

The f irs t  ind ica tion  o f the B ig  
Business plans to challenge the

C IO ’s wage demands came on 
M arch 3, when Genera! E le c tr ic  
announced i t  would deny a ll wage 
requests o f the CIO  e lectrica l 
w orkers.

A t tha t tim e, The M il ita n t  
sha rp ly  warned tha t th is  heralded 
a general “ Get Tough”  po licy by 
the m a jo r corporations. We a t­
tacked the false and deceptive 
rum ors em anating from  C IO  top 
circles, and p a rtic u la r ly  M u rra y ’s 
steel union headquarters, th a t the 
corpora tions were ready to make 
“ concessions.”

The wage s itua tion  in  the 
m a jo r C IO -organized industries 
is as fo llow s :

STFF.1,' u-s, Slee1’ g™- e ra lly  consideved 
the pace-setter in  B ig  Business 
in d u s tr ia l po licy  on A p r i l 22 
issued a public declaration in  the

15,000 Strike at Seattle 
Plant of Boeing Aircraft

SEATTLE, April 26 — 13,000 workers at the Boeing A ir ­
plane plant are striking for a 30-cent wage increase, eight paid
holidays and strengthened se­
n io r i t y  provisions. Members of 
Lodge 751 o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Association o f M ach in ists since 
1937, and tra d itio n a lly  conserva­
tive , Boeing w orkers  have been 
goaded in to  th e ir  f ir s t ,  s tr ik e  in 
32 years by the a rro g a n t House 
o f M organ-contro lled corpora tion.

The s tr ik e  began a t 12:30 a.m. 
las t T hursday m orn ing , ending 
tw o  years o f fu t i le  negotiations 
and a ttem pts at a rb itra tio n . In 
the face o f the year-o ld re fusa l 
o f the IA M  national o ffice rs  to 
g ra n t s tr ik e  sanction, aroused 
union members pressured th e ir  
local leadership in to  ca llin g  the 
s trike .

Despite the d a ily  scabbing o f 
one or two thousand among the 
fo u r thousand lion-organized o f ­
fice employes and engineers, the 
union o ffice rs  are b rand ing the 
s trong  sentim ent fo r  mass picket 
lines as “ C om m unist-insp ired.”

F our hundred members o f the 
superv isor’s union, a ff ii la te d  w ith  
the IA M , a rc  respecting the lines. 
B ut the A P L  Team sters U n ion is 
fo rc in g  its  u n w illin g  d rive rs  to  
seal). P lan t guards, members o f 
the A F L  B u ild in g  Service E m ­
ployes’ are likew ise con tinu ing  
rn  the job.

The fa ilu re  o f the In te rn a tion a l 
to g ra n t o ff ic ia l s tr ike  sanction 
has em bitte red the workers, 
especially since the In te rn a tion a l 
is g iv in g  a ll possible assistance 
ju s t short o f legal sanction, thus 
d e p riv ing  the s tr ike rs  o f s tr ik e  
benefits. C a p ita liz ing  on th is , the 
company is ba llyhoo ing in tentions 
to move the en tire  p lan t to K an ­
sas o r else to  s ta r t a back-to- 
w ork  movement.

The. com pany’s a ttem p ts  to  d is­
c red it the union and dem oralize 
the w orkers have thus fa r  back­
fire d  and resu lted in  overw helm ­
in g  v ic to ries  fo r  the union. De­
spite rank and f i le  d iscontent w ith

the leadership, the union was g iv ­
er. tw o overw helm ing votes of 
confidence— a 94r<> m a jo r ity  vote 
to s tr ik e  in M ay, 1947 and a 97% 
m a jo r ity  . vote fo r  a union shop 
las t month.

The bu lk  of. Boeing’s contracts 
are governm ent orders fo r  B-50’s. 
These f ly in g  fortresses are re v i­
sions o f the B-29’s and c a rry  the 
atom ic bomb. B ut the A rm y  has 
not yet in tervened ac tive ly  in  the 
s trike . Tw o federal labor council- 
ia to rs  assigned to the case have 
accomplished no th in g .

The S ta lin is ts  in the local s itu ­
ation  are d is ting u ish in g  them selv­
es by s in g u la r s tu p id ity . F o r days 
before the s tr ike , they d is tribu ted  
a g ita tio n a l lea fle ts  signed by the 
“ A ction  Com m ittee”  a t the p lan t 
gates. The con text o f these le a f­
lets re flected some o f the real 
fee lings and demands o f the 
w orkers and consequently created 
qu ite  a s t ir .  C u rio s ity  was w ide­
spread as to  the com position o f 
th is  “ Com m ittee.”

On the eve o f the s trike , a le a f­
let was c ircu la ted ca llin g  fo r  a 
mass m eeting the next day near 
the p icke t lines. A  huge crowd 
gathered— whereupon two women 
w earing-W allace  buttons stepped 
out o f a car, d is tr ibu te d  more 
c ircu la rs , and le f t !  The union 
leadership used th is  fiasco to 
create a m om entary an ti-red  
hyste ria  and the newspapers made 
much o f the incident.

There exists considerable public 
support and sym pathy fo r  the 
s trike , and even the H ca rs t press 
is re la tive ly  subdued .a fte r its  in i­
t ia l ed ito ria l ou tbu rs t wh ich 
pleaded w ith  the w orkers  to  stop 
and reconsider in view o f na tional 
defense.

Boeing w orkers are in  no mood 
to “ cool o f f . ”  As one com m ittee­
man pu t i t :  “ I ’ve cooled o f f  fo r  
so long I ’m frozen s t i f f ! ”

m idst o f recently-opened union 
negotiations, to  the effect th a t 
wage raises are denied and price 
cuts am ounting  to 25 m illio n  do l­
la rs  annua lly  would begin M ay 1.

Since Fa irless had adm itted  
to a Senate com m ittee in  F e b n ia ry  
th a t a price increase then pu t 
in to  effect by U.S. Steel would 
boost p ro fits  $28,433,190, the 
new reductions s t i l l  would not 
offset the previous price advance. 
A c tu a lly , a 25 m illio n  d o lla r price 
cu t equals on ly  1.2% o f the 1947 
sales volume o f 2.1 b illio n  do lla rs.

T h is  “ picayune”  price cut, as 
M u rra y  termed it ,  was obviously 
advanced as a gesture to cover 
the wage turn-dow n. • Increased 
volume, th rough w a r production, 
is expected to  boost steel p ro fits  
fa r  beyond w hat the tem porary  
price cut m igh t cost.

M u rra y  p ro m p tly  called the top 
steel union o ffic ia ls  together. 
They deplored the fa c t th a t U.S. 
Steel was not. ac ting  in "good 
fa ith ”  and pointed to the com­
pany's huge 1947 net p ro fits  o f 
153 m illio n  do lla rs.

ON T H E  C H IN
T h e ir on ly answer, however, to 

the contem ptuous action o f  the 
steel barons was to renew a 
pledge to “ live  up to the cu rre n t 
tw o-year, no - s tr ike  con tract,”  
which expires next A p r i l,  and to 
leave the wage issue up to  “ the 
fo rum  o f public op in ion.”  T ha t 
means, to leave the steel w o rkers  
to  take i t  on the chin fo r  another 
year.

P rom p tly  fo llow ing  I he action 
o f B ig  Steel, the key L it t le  Steel 
companies, Bethlehem, Republic, 
Youngstown Sheet &  Tube and 
.(ones &  Laugh lin , proclaim ed a j 

s im ila r no-wagc-increase po licy.-

A  I J  T Y T  • C hrys ler Corpora- 
1  lio n , w h ich had 

p rev iously  met the demand o f the 
CIO U n ited  A uto  W orkers fo r  a 
30-cent raise w ith  a 6-cent 
coun te r-o ffe r, w ith d re w  even th is  
in s u lt in g  o ffe r on the announce­
ment o f U.S. S teel’s wage po licy.

General M otors, largest auto 
corpora tion, has refused to make 
the union any offer at a ll. To 
fr ig h te n  its  workers, GM an­
nounced one-week la yo ffs  fo r  200,- 
000 workers.

C h rys le r o ffic ia ls  had said th a t 
the auto w orkers did no t need 
raises in view  o f recent tax re ­
duction s. I t  is estim ated th a t 
C h rys lc r’s ra te  o f p ro fit  oh in ­
vestments would be l iV i ' / c  an­
nu a lly  even a fte r  g ra n tin g  a-30- 
cent an hour wage increase.

S T R IK E  VO TE
A delegated conference o f U A W  

C hrys le r locals has voted fo r  
s tr ike  action i f  the company docs 
not meet th e ir  demands. The 
U A W in te rna tiona l executive 
board has sanctioned such action.

The U A W  na tiona l officers on 
A p r i l 23 declared: “ We w a n t to 
rem ind em ployers who m ig h t be 
tem pled to  take com fo rt fro m  
the steel negotia tions th a t au to­
mobiles are no t made by steel 
workers. They are made by auto 
w orkers and au to  w orkers  are 

(Continued on page 4)

Watchword for Unions 
Must Be: United Action

By The E d ito rs

The labor movement is face to face w ith  the grea test th rea t 
to its  existence since the establishm ent o f the CIO. T h is if. the p la in  
unvarnished tru th  and everyone should wake up to it.

The present offensive o f B ig  Business hand in hand w ith  a ll 
the agencies and d iv is ions o f the governm ent— the courts, the police, 
r ig h t  up to the C h ie f Executive h im se lf— threatens no th ing  less 
than a re tu rn  to the “ good old days,”  the prc-C IO  dark ages o f 
un ion-busting , s tr ike -b re a k in g  and the open shop.

The W a ll S tree t p lu tocracy has grow n so bold and so swollen 
w ith  arrogance, i t  dares use la rge scale violence aga inst the unions 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e  since the L it t le  Steel S trike  o f 1937.

T h is  violence has gone to unheard o f lengths. The unions’ very 
r ig h t to existence is challenged when Kansas C ity  cops, under 
orders to “ crack sku lls ,”  can get away w ith  an armed invasion o f 
the CIO  Packinghouse W orke rs ’ headquarters.

The Kansas C ity  ou trage is no passing or isolated incident. I t  
clim axes the prem editated, planned and g ro w in g  nation-w ide assault 
on the unions. I t  is  p a r t  o f the pa tte rn  o f a merciless class w a r 
organized by cap ita l to  beat down and crush labor.

CORPORATIONS AND THEIR SERVANTS
T his w ar, constan tly  increasing in fe ro c ity  and broadening in 

its  scope, was conceived and organized by the b illio n a ire  corpora­
tions. I t  is be ing spearheaded by the  federa l governm ent its e lf,  
which is bom barding the unions w ith  the T a ft-H a rt le y  Law. I t  is 
aided and abetted by the courts w h ich  are hand ing ou t s tr ik e ­
breaking in junc tions  r ig h t  and le ft. I t  is being enforced by the 
police who are ou t in  fu l l  fo rce  “ c rack ing  sku lls ”  and in v it in g  scabs 
and strikeb reakers  to w a lk  th rough  the p icke t lines.

Sm all wonder th a t under these circum stances the p ro fit-b loa ted 
coi-porations, led by U.S. Steel, General M otors, C hrys ler, W esting- 
house, General E le c tric , contem ptuously toss the C IO ’s wage demands 
in to  the waste basket. A c tin g  in open concert, they sp it upon the 
b iggest unions in  the land.

T h is  is a fa r  c ry  fro m  tw o  years ago. Then the w orkers  were 
on the p icke t lines m illio ns  strong . T H E N  T H E  CO RPO RATIO N S 
H A D  TO  E A T  H U M B L E  P IE  A N D  M A K E  S U B S T A N T IA L  CO N­
CESSIONS. Then the cops had to  ta lk  p o lite ly  to  pickets. Then 
W ashington had to  tread easily and m outh  con c ilia to ry  phrases.

W hat has changed since then? Ai-e the unions sm aller, weaker, 
th e ir  ranks dismembered, th e ir  treasuries inso lvent?  N o t a t a ll. 
Has a feebler breed o f union men and women replaced the figh ters 
o f tw o  years ago? N o th in g  o f the k ind. The m agnificent com bative 
qua lities  o f the Am erican w o rk in g  class rem ains un im paired, as 
shown by the m iners, packinghouse w orkers, typograph ica l wox-kers, 
and even the W a ll S tree t w h ite  co lla r s tr ike rs , who have spilled 
th e ir  blood on the ve ry  steps o f th e  Stock Exchange.

RETREAT, APPEASEMENT, SURRENDER
The u n re s tra in t and savagery o f the present an ti- la b o r offensive 

is the pay-o ff o f the union leaders’ po licy  o f re trea t, appeasement, 
and surrender. I t  is the price  the w orkers  ax-c pay ing  because th e ir  
leaders have ru n  to cover ever since T rum an smashed the ra ilro a d  
s tr ike  and opened w a r on the m iners in  June 1946. These leaders 
gave up the wage f ig h t in the sp ring  o f 1947 fo r  a few  crumbs.

They ac tu a lly  sabotaged the f ig h t w h ile  the R epublican-D em ocratic 
coa lition  pushed . th rou gh  the T a ft-H a r t le y  A ct. T H E Y  H A V E  
S IN C E  G O TTEN  DO W N  ON T H E IR  K N E E S  A N D  G R O V E LLE D  
B E FO R E  T H IS  S L A V E  LA B O R  L A W . They kep t a tra ito ro u s  
silence w h ile  W ashington cracked down on the p r in te rs  and m iners.

And w h ile  the corpora tions and th e ir  spokesmen in  Congress 
were sharpening up th e ir  long knives to p lunge in to  la bo r’s heart, 
these same se lf-s ty led  “ labo r statesm en”  were p re tend ing  th a t 
eve ry th ing  was love ly and rosy, they continued suppo rting  and 
w h itew ash ing the a n ti- la b o r po litic ian s , they  continued m aking  
speeches e x to llin g  the wonders o f “ free  en te rp rise ”  w h ile  se lling  
the M arsha ll F lan to the w orkers  both here in  the U n ited  States 
and abroad.

I t  is th is— and on ly th is— th a t has given new courage to the 
labo r-ha ting  corpora tions and is responsible fo r  th e ir  cockiness and 
high-handedness.

In view  o f th is  s itua tion , the leading figh te rs  in  the m a jo r 
industi-ia l unions m ust now assume the resp on s ib ility  o f sounding 
the a larm  and dem anding a p rogram  o f action. The issues involved 
are fa r  b igger than the question o f wages, im p o rta n t as th is  is. 
A t  stake is no th ing  less than the effectiveness and ve ry  existence 
o f the union movement.

We m ust a ll rea lize th a t the tim e is long- past when even b ig  
national unions can s in g ly  meet the entrenched m ig h t o f the  
corporations, who fu rth e rm o re  have the fu l l  power o f the ca p ita lis t 
governm ent behind them. T h is  was proven in  the p ro tracted  General 
M otors s tr ik e  o f 1945, when v ic to ry  was won on ly  a fte r  every m a jo r 
CIO union h it  the p icke t lines. How much more do the unions need 
a unified wage program  and unified s tra te g y  o f action today, when 
the corpora tions are fo r tif ie d  by huge p ro fits  and armed w ith  new 
and potent an ti- la bo r law s!

UNIFIED PROGRAM AND ACTION
The hard-pressed packinghouse w orkers  b a ttl in g  in junc tions , 

res tra in in g  orders and police violence in Chicago, Kansas C ity , 
Omaha, and St. Paul m ust no t be le f t  to  th e ir  own resources. The 
corpora tions m ust n a t be pe rm itte d  to knock down the unions “ one 
a t a tim e .”  “ U N IT E D  A C T IO N ”  IS T H E  W A TC H W O R D  W H IC H  
M U S T ECHO FROM O N E  E N D  O F T H E  U N IO N  M O V E M E N T  
TO T H E  O TH ER.

The outrage aga inst the Kansas un ion is ts  m ust become the 
signa l fo r  the rea rm ing  and rem ob iliza tion  o f the labo r movement. 
Thè CIO  m ust ca ll upon the A F L , m iners and ra ilroad  w orkers to 
jo in  w ith  (hem in  a mass m arch on Topeka, the sta te cap ita l, to 
le t the ca p ita lis t powers-that-be know th a t police violence and 
w recking o f union ha lls  won’t  be taken ly in g  down.

T h is  u n ity  o f action m ust be duplicated in every lo c a lity  by the 
convocation o f im m edia te un ited action conferences to  g ive p rac tica l 
backing to the packinghouse s tr ike rs , and prepare the ground, 
and pu t the heat on the top leaders to  call an emergency na tiona l 
conference o f the CIO, A F L , m ine union and ra ilro a d  brotherhoods. 
A U N IT E D  P O LIC Y , U S IN G  T H E  F U L L  POW ERS OF T H E  
M A JO R  U N IO N S  IN  A M E R IC A  TO H A L T  P O L IC E  TE R R O R IS M , 
TO W IN  T H E  W A G E  F IG H T  A N D  TO SM A S H  T H E  T A F T - 
H A R T L E Y  A C T — T H IS  IS  T H E  A L L - IM P O R T A N T  T A S K  
T H A T  N O W  FA C E S  T H E  A M E R IC A N  LA B O R  M O V E M E N T .

Police Convert Reuther 
Case into Witch-Hunt

SWP in Flint 
Surpasses Quota 
On Petitions

By Em m ett M oore

FLIN T , April 26—The Flint 
Socialist Workers Party termin­
ated its  pe tition  cam paign th is  
week a fte r  successfully ob ta in ing  
its  quota o f 5,000 signatures. 
Signed pe titions  were also mailed 
in  fro m  Genesee, Bay and Sagi­
naw Counties.

O pera ting  under m any hand i­
caps, the comrades surm ounted 
them by tu rn in g  on ex tra  heat in 
the last few- days. In  the la tte r  
p a rt o f the cam paign, police il l 
Saginaw and F l in t  attem pted to  
in tim id a te  c ircu la to rs  o f pe titions.

When questioned by Genora 
D o llinger, chairm an o f the F lin t  
SWP, police and the c ity  o ff ic ia ls  
adm itted (here were no ordinances 
against ob ta in ing  o f signatures. 
However, from  tim e to tim e they 
placed handicaps in  (he SW P 
d rive  by p ick ing  up c ircu la to rs  
and (e llin g  them to  move from  
fac to ry  gates on grounds tha t 
they were “ b locking t ra f f ic . ”

One rad io  broadcast fa lse ly  as­
serted th a t the SW P was ob ta in ­
ing  s ignatures “ under fa lse  p re­
tenses.”  When police were ques­
tioned w ith  regard to alleged 
com pla ints, the SW P representa­
tives were in fo rm ed th a t none 
had been lodged aga inst the  SWP. 
Obviously th is  was on ly  g move 
to  make i t  more d i f f ic u lt  fo r  a 
le a l w o rkers ’ p a r ty  to ge t on the 
ba llo t.

A lthough  (he SW P sta rted  late, 
it  fin ished its  cam paign before 
(he W allaceites, and Com m unist, 
Socia lis t and Socialist Labor pa r­
ties. Moreover, the SW P ob ta in ­
ed several thousands more s igna­
tures than (he o ther o rgan iza­
tions.

The Detroit police depart­
m ent. notoriously anti-union 
and anti-Negro, has converted 
its  alleged search fo r  the assa il­
a n t o f W a lte r R euther, C IO  A uto  
W orkers  president, in to  a w itc h ­
h u n t aga inst opposition is ts  inside 
the union, “ reds”  and N egro un­
ionists.

IG N O R E  M A N A G E M E N T
So fa r, s ix  Negro w orkers have 

been held and severely g r ille d , 
a lthough an eye-witness saw 
three w h ite  men flee ing  together 
fro m  the crime-scene im m edia te ly  
a fte r  the attem pted k il l in g .

N o t a sing le  agent o f the corp­
ora tions o r o f the numerous 
fasc is t and anti-.Negro groups in 
D e tro it has been called in fox- 
question ing about the shot-gun 
ambush o f Reuther.

The l.'A W  leader is recupera t­
in g  in D e tro it ’s Grace H osp ita l 
from  wounds in (he r ig h t  arm  
and chest su ffe red  on (he n igh i 
o f A p r i l 20. The would-be as­
sassins escaped a fte r  f ir in g  at 
Reuther through a k itchen w in ­
dow in his home.

A statem ent by the U A W  In ­
te rna tiona l Executive Board on 
A p r i l 21 pledged a $100,000 re ­
ward fo r  in fo rm a tio n  leading to 
the a rre s t o f the g u ilty  c rim ina ls  
and promised to pursue the search 
u n re len tin g ly  u n til ju s tice  is 
done.

NO IN F O R M A T IO N
A t  the same tim e, the Board 

stated th a t i t  had “ received no 
concrete in fo rm a tio n  th a t would 
fo rm  the basis o f charges and ac­
cusations.”  I t  said em p ha tica lly !

“ W’e discount the im p lica tions 
th a t th is  assault grew out o f in ­
te rna l-un ion  disputes.”  I t  added:

“ We w an t also, w ith  the g rea t- 
est emphasis, to  caution a ll o f 
c u r members aga inst p e rm ittin g  
themselves to be led in to  any kind 
o f hasty and ill-adv ised  action

W A L T E R  R E U T H E R

aga inst any ind iv idua ls  o r groups 
w ith in  or w ith o u t the un ion.”

Nevertheless, the Police de­
pa rtm en t has seized upon the 
R euther case to  in tervene in  the 
in te rna l a ffa irs  o f the U A W , de­
lib e ra te ly  s h ift in g  the search 
away from  those outside, labox-- 
ha tin g  elements which have a l­
ways been linked to  te r ro r is t  a t­
tacks on unions and th e ir  leaders.

O P P O S IT IO N IS TS  G R IL L E D
Dozens o f U A W  members, par- 

t ic u la r ly  those associated w ith  
the wide-spread opposition to 
R euther a t the la s t U A W  conven­

tion , have been hauled in  by the 
police.

The m ost scandalous trea tm en t 
was accorded Nelson Davis, a 
p rom inen t Negro un ion is t in  the 
Ford Local 600 and an acknow l­
edged fo llo w e r o f the Com m unist 
(S ta lin is t)  P a rty . The 52-year- 
old Negro w o rke r was held fo r  
question ing fo r  tw o days on an 
alleged “ hot t ip ”  which the police 
claim ed they had received fro m  a 
m ysterious “ M r. X ”  whom the 
police refused to produce. They 
claim ed th e ir  unnamed “ in fo rm ­
a n t”  had heard Davis say he 
knew who was behind the shoot­
ing. Davis was a t w o rk  when the 
a ttack  occurred. He was f in a lly  
released, under $2,000 bond, 
through a w r i t  o f habeas cox-pus.

“ TO LE D O  IN F O R M E R ”
A no ther Negro U A W  member, 

F rank van Hook, was arrested 
and held fo r  hours and his home 
was entered and searched on the 
police c la im  tha( he had been 
picked out o f line-up by an u n i­
den tified  “ Toledo in fo rm e r”  as 
(he man who a lleged ly said he 
would . “ shoot Reuther on s ig h t”  
al the U A W  convention. Van 
Hook, (he records show, voted fo r  
Reuther. Shell on Tapped and 
Hodges Mason, leading U A W  
Negroes, have also been g rille d .

Police Com m issioner H a rry  S. 
Toy, who is leading the w itc h ­
hunt, was police com m issioner in 
1932 when police pe rpe tra ted the 
massacre o f Ford w orkers. Re­
cen tly  Toy said th a t “ com m un­
is ts ”  should he “ e ith e r shot, de­
ported o r ja ile d ”  in a lyn ch -in c it- 
in g  a n ti-S em itic  rad io  speech 
c la im in g  Soviet agents were en­
te r in g  the cou n try  d isguised as 
“ Jew ish rabb is.”
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Harold Stassen- 
The Phony Liberal

By George La van

Funeral Service for Gaitan

H o ld ing  the hand o f her 11-year-old daughter, M rs. Jorge 
G aitan, w idow o f the sla in Colombian L ibe ra l P a rty  leader, leaves 
the fun e ra l service at the national pa rk  in  Bogota.

Federated P ictures

Labor Party Discussed 
At Detroit UAW Forum

Of all the politicians on the 
make the prize eager beaver is 
Harold Stassen, former governor 
o f M innesota. There is no record 
w hether Stassen had pres identia l 
asp ira tions in his cradie o r not, 
b u t fro m  the very beg inn ing o f 
h is recorded a c tiv ity  he acted as 
a 'p o lit ic ia n  w ith  his eye always 
on the m ain chance.

A s a student a t the U n iv e rs ity  
o f M innesota, Stassen was already 
a campus p o litic ian . l ie  b u ilt  a 
Republican g roup  th a t la te r be­
came the basis o f the Rtassen- 
eontro lled Y  o u n g  Republican 
League.

A f te r  college and law  school 
Stassen opened a law  office w ith  
E. J. Ryan, a successful Demo­
c ra tic  po litic ian  in  St. Paul. This 
p ra c tica l arrangem ent gave the 
law  firm  an “ in ”  w ith  both 
c a p ita lis t parties.

P O W E R F U L  M A C H IN E
He entered in to  po litics  and 

served tw o  term s as County A t ­
to rney. By the end o f h is second 
te rm , he had already b u ilt  up a 
pow erfu l p o litica l machine. He 
was president o f the County A t ­
torneys Association and had 
organized the Y oung Republican 
League.

A  favorable s itua tion  existed at 
th is  tim e, 1938, in the Republican 
P arty  in M innesota. Farm er- 
Labor G overnor Benson was a 
prisoner o f the S ta lin is ts  whose 
wretched policies had brought the 
F arm er-Labor P a rty  in to  d is­
repute. Stassen entered the Re­
publican p rim a ry  fo r  Governor. 
He pu t on an agressive campaign 
and persuaded the great financia l 
in te rests o f the state to support 
him . The people who needed con­
v inc ing  were .1. P. M organ ’s U.S. 
Steel, which owns the great iron  
mines o f the Mesabi range and 
the flou r m illin g  corporations.

Stassen’s se lling  po in t was tha t 
the un rest then p reva lent among 
fa rm ers  and w orkers— as shown 
by the ac tiv itie s  o f the T ro ts k y is t-  
led team sters un ion in  M in ­
neapolis and the m ilita n c y  o f the 
fa rm ers— demanded a new’ type 
o f p o litic ian . The old tim e  p a rty  
hack, a b it s tup id  and slow on 
h is fee t, could no longer cope 
w ith  the s itua tion . A  b r ig h t, 
energetic p o litic ia n  was needed—- 
nam ely Stassen. Stassen won the 
p r im a ry  and the governorship. 
U.S; Steel was rewarded by a cut 
in  the sta te  ta x  on iro n  ore. 
D u rin g  his ad m in is tra tions  the 
iron  ore tax  was reduced from  an 
average o f 18.4 cents in  1937 to  
an average o f 9.6 cents a ton in  
1943. F o llo w in g  up his w ide ly  
publicized cam paign against “ loan 
sharks”  he upped the legal in ­
te res t ra te  on sm all loans fro m  
8%  to  36%. H is  old age pension 
law  forced old people accepting

state re lie f to tu rn  over a ll 
p ro pe rty  inc lud ing  homes to  the  
state.
A N T I-L A B O R  P O LIC IE S

Stassen’s big; accom plishm ent 
as governor, which established 
him as a “ statesm an”  in  the 
opinion o f the ru l in g  class and 
its  newspapers, was his success­
fu l cam paign aga inst the labo r 
movement. Stassen can honestly 
lay c la im  to being fa th e r o f the 
T a ft-H a rt le y  A ct. The law  Stassen 
guided through the leg is la tu re  
im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  h is  election 
was o ffic ia lly  en titled  the M in ­
nesota Labor Peace Law . The 
trade unions unan im ously dubbed 
i t  the Stassen Slave A ct. As in 
the T a ft- I Ia r t le y  A c t there were 
p r o v i s i o n s  fo r  “ cooling - oft' 
periods,”  s tate “ concilia tors,”  in ­
te rven tion  in union a ffa irs , and 
a ll the rest o f the fa m il ia r  m a­
chinery fo r  harassing unions and 
breaking strikes.

In 1941 when Tobin enlisted 
the aid o f Roosevelt to smash the 
m ilita n t teamsters union in M in ­
neapolis, the union as one man 
voted to a ff ilia te  w ith  the CIO. 
Stassen and his labor board 
brazenly intervened against the 
union, prevented elections to 
determ ine union representation 
and helped de live r the teamsters 
to the corrupt Tobin machine.

Before certa in  audiences Stas-

H A R O L D  E. STASSEN

sen cla im s to be a lib e ra l-a n d  a 
fr ie n d  o f the N egro people. H is 
actions belie his words. In  1941 
Stassen staged a w itc h  hu n t in 
the M innesota Board o f Educa­
tion . T yp ica l o f th is  investiga ­
tion were questions asked D r. 
John G. Rockw ell— w hethe r he 
had ever inv ited  Negroes to his 
home. L a te r th a t year a Negro 
delegation asked Governor Stassen 
to abandon the exclusion o f 
Negroes fro m  -the M innesota 
Home Guard. Stassen refused, 
o ffe rin g  on ly  to set up a J im  
Crow reg im en t, w h ich the delega­
tion  p ro m p tly  rejected.

In A p r il 1943 a fte r  his second 
re-election Stassen resigned to 
jo in  the N avy, and became, aide 
and flag  secre tary to  A d m ira l 
Halsey, then commander o f the 
Soutb Pacific Force. W hether his 
vo lun teering  was due to  g rea t 
pa trio tism  or to  the be lie f th a t 
a f te r  the w a r there would be 
a g re a t veterans’ movement p la y ­
ing a b ig  ro le  in po litics  is a 
m a tte r o f conjecture. A t  any ra te 
i t  gave Stassen the sta tus o f the 
on ly veteran o f W orld  W ar I I  
besides M a c A rth u r in  the Repub­
lican pres identia l race.

Stassen was discharged in 
Novem ber 1945 and im m edia te ly  
set to w o rk  fo r  the Republican 
nom ination o f 1948.

W hat exactly  is Stassen’s p la t­
fo rm ? It  isn ’t very precise but 
ce rta in  elements can be made out. 
He has some m inor c ritic ism s  o f 
the T a ft-H a rt le y  A ct but on the 
whole the Act is “ the foundation 
fo r  a fa ir ,  jus t and well-balanced 
labor po licy in A m erica.”

He is fo r  “ tax  re fo rm ”  by 
low ering  taxes in  the upper 
brackets in  o rder to “ encourage 
investm ent.”  He is fo r  housing 
in words bu t s tro n g ly  warns 
against the governm ent becoming 
the “ na tio n ’s No. 1 land lo rd .”  He 
is fo r  o u tla w in g  the Com m unist 
p a rty . In  his W isconsin campaign 
lie attacked New Y o rk  as a 
“ hotbed o f com m unism ”  and 
likened communism and social­
ism to two peas fro m  the same 
pod.

In  fo re ign  a ffa irs  he demands 
th a t M arsha ll Plan aid  be refused 
to any nation wh ich plans any 
na tiona liza tion  o f in du s try .

ENO RM O US SUMS
Stassen is  spending enormous 

sums o f money in his a ttem p t to  
capture the Republican presiden­
t ia l nom ination. He trave ls  around 
the coun try  in  a chartered DC-3 
plane. H is num erous , cam paign 
offices are w e ll set up and well 
staffed. W here does a ll th is  money 
come fro m  ? An exam ination o f 
the lis t  o f men financing the 
Stassen cam paign m ay w e ll sup­
p ly  the answer.

Here is a p a rtia l lis t o f con­
tr ib u to rs  and money ra isers fo r 
Stassen: H . E. A twood, president 
o f the F irs t  N a tiona l Bank o f 
M inneapo lis ; J. ]R. B a ird , p res i­
dent o f the F ir s t  N a tion a l Bank 
o f St. P au l; H a rry  A . B u llis , 
cha irm an o f the board o f General 
M ills , Inc .; Donald I). Davis, 
president o f the M innesota and 
O nta rio  Paper Co.; J. C. Horm el 
o f the meat packing com pany; 
J. S. P illsb u ry  o f the flou r m illin g  
com pany; W . L. M cK n igh t, p res i­
dent o f the M innesota M in ing  
and M an u fac tu ring  Co.

Stassen thus emerges very 
c lea rly  as a phony lib e ra l, an 
unscrupulous po litic ia n  on the 
make, a p lia n t and re liab le  agent 
o f the b ig  monied in terests.

DETRO IT, April 18 —  Ap­
proximately 300 people attend­
ed an important symposium 
held here in  the ha ll o f Local 157 
o f the CIO auto un ion, on the 
subject “ W hich Road fo r  Labor 
in ’48— T rum an, W allace o r Labor 
P a r ty ? ”

A ugust Scholle, bead o f M ic h i­
gan CIO  spoke “ F o r the C IO -PAC  
P olicy.”  M ort F uray, s tate d irec­
to r o f the U n ited Public W o rk ­
ers, spoke fo r  W allace. Jack 
Palmer, fo rm er president o f Chev­
rolet Local 659 in F lin t spoke fo r 
a Labor P a rty .

Scholle advocated en te ring  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  in  order to  take 
i t  over and purge i t  o f the ad­
m itted  reactionaries and “ skunks.”  
We m ust w ork  w ith in  a mass 
p a rty  w ith  a libe ra l tra d itio n , 
which has the suppo rt and con­
fidence o f m illio ns  o f people, he 
declared. The CIO po licy  is  to 
oppose every Congressman who 
voted fo r  the T a ft-H a r t le y  Law , 
w hethe r in the Dem ocratic o r 
Republican P a rty . The M ich igan 
Com monwealth Federation ex­
perience, where its  candidates re ­
ceived on ly  2%  o f the vote, 
showed, according to  Scholle, th a t 
s ta rt in g  a new p a r ty  a t th is  tim e 
w il l  resu lt m a farce. As fo r  W a l­
lace, he is a se lf-s ta rte r. He 
never consulted anyone in  the 
CIO before he launched his pa rty .

The nex t speaker, F u ray , saw 
W allace as the man o f the hour 
because he is the  d irect/ in h e rito r 
o f the Roosevelt lib e ra l policies. 
He stands fo r  peace w ith  Russia 
and the w orld . A t  horde he is the 
champion o f c iv il libe rties , s ix ty  
m illio n  jobs, a h igh e r standard o f 
liv in g , aga inst the T a ft-H a rt le y  
Law , etc. F u ra y  quoted P h ilip  
M u rra y ’s eloquent praise o f Henry 
W allace in 1944 and asked w hy

he had become so v io le n tly  op­
posed to W allace now. F u ra y  
pointed o u t th a t the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  had such men as Rankin 
and Eastland in  its  ranks, th a t i t  
stood fo r  U n iversa l M il ita ry  
T ra in in g , etc.

Jack Palm er, who spoke last, 
declared th a t both the Dem ocratic 
and Republican Parties were W all 
S treet owned and contro lled. The 
m a jo ritie s  o f both parties voted 
fo r  the T a ft-H a r t le y  Law. These 
pa rties  were in terested in  fu r th e r ­
ing  the policies a iid in te rests o f 
the N a tiona l . Association o f 
M anufacture rs  and whoever to ld  
w o rk ing  people to support e ither 
o f them was be tra y in g  the w o rk ­
ing  class.

Palm er tore in to  W allace and 
his phony libe ra lism . The W allace 
movement is not a le g itim a te  ex­
pression o f the organized labor 
movement, Palm er said. I t  can 
be turned on o r off at W allace’s 
whim .

Pa lm er called fo r  a mass con­
ference o f p o lit ic a l action com­
m ittees to set up a bona fide 
Labor P a rty , w h ich  w i l l  dem­
oc ra tica lly  elect its  candidates 
’’o r a ll. offices, and w h ich  w i l l  
espouse a p rog ram  to benefit the 
w orkers, fa rm ers, and sm all busi­
nessmen. P a lm er s tirre d  the 
audience when he stated, “ I f  we 
are s trong  enough to take over 
the Dem ocratic P a rty , we are 
s trong  enough to bu ild  our own 
p a rty .”

A pp rox im a te ly  25 auto union 
locals con tribu ted finances and 
p u b lic ity  fo r  the m eeting. E rn ie  
Mazey, chairm an o f the PAC 
com m ittee o f B rig gs  Local 212, 
which in itia te d  the symposium, 
presided a t the m eeting.

There were m any comments on 
the o rd e rly  fa irness o f the 
arrangem ents and the run n ing  o f 
the symposium.

Strike Settled at 
NY Curb Exchange

NF.W YORK — One of the 
most significant struggles of 
A m erica ’s w h ite  co lla r w orkers 
is d ra w in g  to  a c lim ax. T h is  is 
the s tr ik e  o f the A F L  U n ited  
F inanc ia l Em ployes, Local 502, 
aga inst the Curb and Stock E x ­
changes.

H a lf th is  s tr ike  has already 
been successfully concluded. The 
Curb Exchange, a fte r  a b itte r 
three week battle , f in a lly  signed 
a con tract which includes m ain­
tenance o f membership, vo lun ta ry  
checkoff, a 10 per cent across the 
board wage increase, plus a bonus 
on shares run th rough the Curb 
Exchange. The w orkers returned 
as they had walked out, in  a 
un ited group.

The A F L  S eafarer’s In te rn a ­
tiona l Un ion and the S a ilo r’s 
Un ion o f the Pacific have con­
tinued to g ive u n s tin tin g  a id  to 
th is  s trike . T he ir conduct fu rn ishes 
o model fo r  o ther unions. Men, 
money, union h a ll fa c ilit ie s , food, 
and o rgan iza tiona l help have a ll 
been turned over to  the U F E . A t  
present reading, 8 S IU  men are 
being held fo r  t r ia l  under $500 
bail along w ith  one U F E  w orker.

Police violence o f the rawes.t 
sort is s t i l l  con tinu ing . Last week, 
fo u r seamen were beaten un­
m e rc ifu lly  w ith  clubs as they 
walked peacefu lly down W a ll 
S treet tow ard the p icke t lines. 
Three others, caugh t in the melee, 
bare ly  escaped fro m  the police 
clubs. F ive p ickets were hauled 
away in the paddy wagon fo r  
m ere ly c losing th e ir  lines when 
a scab attem pted to crash th rough .

Since the incident in the second 
day o f the s tr ik e  where a p la in ­
clothes detective was beaten to 
the ground by un iform ed police, 
these undercover police have 
worn brass pins o r pearl s tickp ins 
in th e ir lapels fo r iden tifica tion . 
They were forced to discontinue 
th is  practice as scores o f well 
dressed pickets w ith  pearl and 
brass stickp ins in th e ir lapels 
showed up on (he picket lines. 
A ga in , hundreds o f wh istles were 
brought to the picket lines to  
drive the police in to  a s tate o f 
frenzy.

Sandwiches and coffee are 
served on the line  as the men 
and women keep m oving. Leaflets 
te ll in g  o f the la te s t sta tus o f the 
s tr ik e  are d is tribu te d  da ily  to  the 
lines and the W a ll S treet crowds. 
Mass p icke t lines o f several 
thousand are m ainta ined. A  doctor 
is in d a ily  attendance a t the union 
ha ll.

Am ong the d isg race fu l actions 
d u rin g  th is  period was the answer 
o f the N ew  Y o rk  A F L  C entra l 
Trades and Labor Council to  a 
request fo r  men and m oney fo r  
the s tr ike rs . The Council granted 
the U F E  the “ cons titu tiona l 
g ra n t” — ten dollars.

Accord ing to the la test leaflet, 
on ly  one issue rem ains to be 
ironed ou t in the s tr ik e  —  the 
am ount o f the wage increase.

The whole labor movem ent m ay 
w e ll be proud o f the men and 
women who have held out against 
the ve ry  c itadel o f cap ita lism  fo r  
fo u r  rugged weeks.

Labor’s Capacity and the Russian Revolution
By George B re itm an

Do the workers have the political capacity 
to overthrow capitalism? From the very be­
ginning the Marxists answered in the affirma­
tive . Since 1917, however, i t  is no longer necessary 
to  re ly  on theore tica l argum ents alone, fo r  the 
Russian revo lu tion  conclusively dem onstrated th a t 
the w o rkers  can take power under c e ita in  fa v o r­
able conditions prepared by cap ita lism  its e lf.

W hy was the revo lu tion  successful in  Russia 
and not in  Germ any a year la te r?  Those who 
res tric ted  th e ir  approach to th is  problem  to an 
exam ination  o f the respective “ p o litica l capac ity ”  
o f the working- classes in  these countries would 
have had a hard tim e  exp la in ing . Russia was a 
fa r  more backward cou n try  than G erm any; its  
w o rk in g  class was re la tiv e ly  much sm a lle r; and 
its  w orkers did not have the benefit o f the long 
p o lit ic a l and o rgan iza tiona l experience and t ra d i­
tions th a t the German w orkers  had. In  a ll these 
respects the German w orkers were a t least as 
w e ll prepared to take power as th e ir  Russian 
bro thers.

T H E  B O L S H E V IK  P A R T Y
B u t Russia had one advantage th a t served to 

m ore than compensate fo r  these shortcom ings. 
I t  had a p a rty , the Bolsheviks, rep resenting  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  vanguard elements in the w o rk ing  
class. T h is  vanguard, a t in y  m in o r ity  o f its  class, 
had been isolated fro m  the w orkers  d u rin g  thd 
long years o f reaction preceding 1917. B u t d u rin g  
th is  d iff ic u lt  period, when the Bolsheviks were 
deserted by m any w eak lings and waverers, they 
stood firm  in th e ir  p rinc ip les , they swam against 
the stream , they  based th e ir  calcula tions on 
(1 ) the w o rke rs ’ capacity to take power in  a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  . and on (2) th e ir  own 
a b ili ty  to  defeat the influence o f the re fo rm is t 
and reac tiona ry  currents  among the w orkers and 
w in  the leadership o f the class.

The po litica l capacity o f the German w orkers 
as a class was not in fe r io r  to  tha t o f the Russian 
workers. They were defeated where the Russian 
w orkers were v ic to rious p r im a r ily  because the 
German revo lu tiona ry  vanguard took a longer 
tim e than the Bolsheviks to rea lize the need fo r 
au independent p a rty  to combat the treachery o f 
the Social Democrats. As a consequence the G er­
man vanguard elements were not prepared to 
take fu l l  advantage o f the f irs t revo lu tiona ry  
outbreak a t the end o f the w ar in 1918 and were 
beheaded before the appearance o f the second 
b ig  o p p o rtu n ity  in  1923.

The lesson to be draw n from  th is  is th a t i t  is 
the  du ty  o f the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard to  prepare

its e lf  in tim e, especially in  periods o f reaction, 
fo r  the ro le  i t  m ust p lay  in  lead ing the w orkers 
to  the fu lf il lm e n t o f th e ir  g re a t h is to ric  m ission 
in periods o f revo lu tion . Those who t r y  to  obscure 
th is  lesson by ta lk  about the w o rke rs ’ congenita l 
incapacity Remonstrate thereby on ly th e ir  own 
incapacity to be o f any use to the w o rk in g  class 
at a tim e when the fu tu re  o f the revo lu tion  
depends on the vanguard ’s tenac ity  and a b ility  to 
resist ca p ita lis t pressure.

A  SOURCE OF O P T IM IS M
The Russian revo lu tion , c o n s titu tin g  the m ost 

im p o rta n t event in p o lit ic a l h is to ry , has n a tu ra lly  
been a source o f revo lu tiona ry  op tim ism  to  the 
w o rkers  o f a ll countries, because “ i f  they could 
do i t  in backward Russia, we can do i t  anywhere 
else.”  F o r the same reason, i t  has been a source 
o f deep em barrassm ent to  the back-sliders and 
refugees fro m  M arx ism  o f a ll varie ties.

Now the peddlers o f skeptic ism  about the 
po ss ib ility  o f socialism  can no longer haw k th e ir  
shoddy wares (patented by  B ig  Business) under 
the slogan— the w orkers  can’t  make a revo lu tion . 
They have to make a s lig h t amendment, as 
Jean V ann ie r does in the M arch P artisan Review, 
and say— the w orkers  can’t  “ seize and hold 
power.”

The ve ry  m anner in which V ann ie r is forced 
to  pose the question is a ta c it  adm ission th a t the 
w orkers  can make the revo lu ton. He never adm its 
i t  e x p lic it ly  b u t he cannot lo g ica lly  deny i t  on 
the basis o f his own fo rm u la tio n — which, in ­
c iden ta lly , im m edia te ly  negates th ree -quarte rs  o f 
his a rtic le . Once th a t is recognized, the question 
o f w hether the w orkers  can hold power a f te r  
w in n in g  i t  becomes a le g itim a te  one fo r  discussion.

We should begin by no ting  tha t V ann ie r’s 
sweeping conclusion about the w o rkers ’ incapacity 
to  hold power is based on a m ig h ty  sk im py 
foundation . The w qrkers have been successful in  
tak in g  po litica l power on ly once, and they have 
lost i t  on ly  once. V ann ie r’s hard and fas t law , 
based on a s ing le  tes t and supposedly good fo r 
a ll tim e, is  ha rd ly  in keeping w ith  the “ ra tio na l 
and m ethodical s c ru tin y ”  which he professes to  
advocate. Such a method would ce rta in ly  not pass 
m uster in any reputab le sc ientific  labo ra to ry .

A  W O R TH LE S S  M E T H O D
T his  method is even more w orth less in the field 

o f h is to ry , to w h ich  we m ust look fo r  the trends 
enab ling us to understand contem porary develop­
ments. The h is to ry  o f the r is in g  ca p ita lis t class, 
fo r  instance, illu s tra te s  how hard i t  is  fo r  a 
revo lu tiona ry  class to take power and keep i t  
un in te rrup te d ly . A nd i t  fu rn ishes us w ith  m any 
examples o f the cap ita lis ts  be ing forced to  g ive

up p o litica l power fo r  a period a fte r  they had 
won i t  in  b it te r  s trugg le .

The one th a t comes m ost qu ick ly  to  m ind is 
the “ g re a t rebe llion ”  o f the 1640’s, when the 
B r it is h  c a p ita lis t class, led by C rom w ell, over­
th rew  the feudal reg im e o f Charles I.  In  1660 
the S tu a rt m onarchy was restored in  the person 
o f Charles I I .  The coun te r-revo lu tion  was un­
successful in its  a ttem p t to undo eve ry th in g  the 
revo lu tion  had done, bu t i t  did succeed in  w ip in g  
out the po litica l ru le  o f the cap ita lis ts . I t  wasn’t 
u n til the “ g lo rious  re vo lu tion ”  o f 1688 th a t the 
B r it is h  c a p ita lis t class p u t an end to  the abso­
lu tism  o f the m onarchy.

And in our own coun try  the ca p ita lis t class had 
tho power, in  a lliance w ith  the Southern p lanters, 
a fte r  the revo lu tion  aga inst B rita in , on ly to see 
if fa ll in to  the hands o f the slaveholders. I t  took 
another span o f many decades, and a ha rd -fou gh t 
c iv il war, before the cap ita lis ts  regained na tiona l 
p o litica l ru le.

“ One s tr ik e — you’re o u t!”  A n y  um p ire  who 
made such a ru l in g  would sure ly  be booed, pelted 
w ith  pop bottles and denounced as a d ir ty  robber, 
i f  he could ge t away th a t easily. V an n ie r’s one- 
s tr ik e  decision aga inst the w o rk in g  class is ju s t 
as raw  and m erits  even s tronger condemnation.

B u t w hy did  the Russian w orkers lose power 
a f te r  w in n in g  it ,  and w hat conclusions is i t  va lid  
to draw  fro m  th a t fa c t?  T ro ts k y  w ro te  m any 
books ana lyz ing  th is  question, and the T ro ts k y is t 
exp lanation was concisely sum m arized as fo llow s  
in  James P. Cannon’s pam phlet, Am erican S ta lin ­
ism and A n ti-S ta lin is m  (whose las t chapter de f­
in it iv e ly  answers the croakings o f the renegades 
on the ve ry  question we are discussing h e re ) :

T H E  R E A L  REASO NS
“ Russia was the m ost backward o f the b ig  

c a p ita lis t countries. The p ro le ta r ia t, a lthough 
h ig h ly  concentrated, was nu m erica lly  weak in  
re la tion  to the popu la tion  as a whole. I ts  in ­
d u s tria l development and technique lagged fa r  
behind. On top o f a ll th a t, the v ic to rious  w o rke rs ’ 
revo lu tion  inhe rited  fro m  Czarism and the 
destruction  o f w a r and c iv il w a r, a devastated, 
ruined, po ve rty -s tricken  coun try  and a f r ig h t fu l 
scarc ity  o f the m ost e lem entary necessities. The 
disrupted productive apparatus taken over by the 
revo lu tion  was incapable o f tu rn in g  out a volum e 
o f goods su ffic ie n t to  overcome the sca rc ity  in  a 
sho rt period o f tim e.

“ The Russian Revolu tion was no t an end o f 
its e lf  and could no t bu ild  ‘socia lism ’ by itse lf,; in  
one backward country . I t  was on ly  a beginning, 
which requ ired the supplem entary support o f a 
revo lu tion  In  more advanced Europe and a union 
o f the European productive apparatus and tech­

nology w ith  the vast na tu ra l resources o f Russia. 
The delay o f the European revo lu tion  isolated 
the Soviet U n ion, and on the basis o f the un iversa l 
sca rc ity  a p riv ileged  bureaucracy arose which 
even tua lly  usurped power in  the sta te and 
destroyed the w o rke rs ’ organ izations —  Soviets, 
trade unions and even the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  
which had organized and led the revo lu tion . A  
h o rrib le  degeneration has taken place, bu t fo r  
a ll th a t, the g re a t revo lu tion  has no t ye t been 
destroyed, and its  u ltim a te  fa te  has no t ye t been 
decided.”

In o ther words, the w-orkers lost po litica l power 
to the coun te r-revo lu tionary  S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
because o f the tem porary  defeat o f the European 
revo lu tion  combined w ith  several fac to rs  peculiar 
to  Russia alone. I f  the European w orkers had 
taken power a fte r  the F irs t  W orld  W ar, Russian 
productive levels would have been raised con­
s iderably, the popu la tion ’s fea r about a cap ita lis t 
w a r o f in te rven tion  would have been eased, and 
the conditions fo r  the rise  o f coun te r-revo lu tionary  
S ta lin ism  would never have existed. W ithou t 
those conditions, i t  obviously wouldn ’ t have 
required much add itiona l “ capac ity ”  fo r  the 
Russian workers who had won power by a suc­
cessful revo lu tion  to hang onto it .

T H E  D E C IS IV E  IS S U E
The decisive issue then was no t the capacity o f 

the Russian w orkers, isolated in  a hostile  ca p ita lis t 
w o rld , to hold the power— Lenin, T ro ts k y  and the 
o ther Bolsheviks never though t they could. The 
issue was re a lly  the capacity o f the European 
w orkers to take power in  the years fo llo w in g  the 
Russian revo lu tion . A concrete exam ination o f the 
Russian developm ent the re fo re  b rings us back to 
the fundam enta l question— can the w o rke r take 
power— and here V ann ie r has a lready been com­
pelled to adm it ta c it ly  th a t they can.

P roperly  analyzed, the re fo re , the Russian ex­
perience proves no t the congenita l incapacity  o f 
the w-orkers to hold power, b u t th a t the w orkers 
cannot fo r  long hold power in  a sing le  coun try  
and th a t the socia list revo lu tion  is by  its  ve ry  
na ture an in te rna tiona l revo lu tion .

To th is  i t  need on ly  be added here th a t the 
extension o f the revo lu tion  to  o the r ■ countries— 
even now, 25 years a f te r  the beg inn ing o f the 
Soviet s ta te ’s degeneration— would lead qu ick ly  
to the ove rth row  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
and the res to ra tion  o f the Russian w o rkers ’ p o li­
tica l ru le . S ta lin , another d isbeliever in  the w o rk ­
ers’ po litica l capacities, understands th is  fa c t so 
w e ll th a t he has shown h im se lf ready to  go to  any 
extrem e to  s trang le  the w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  in 
any p a r t o f the w o rld  where i t  arises.

(N e x t week: The Prospects fo r  R evolu tion .)

Events on the 
International Scene
---------------  By Paul G. S t e v e n s --------------

NOTES FROM INDIA
The C onstituent Assem bly o f 

new ly created Ind ia  is soon to  
adopt a constitu tion . As was to 
be expected, the d ra ft in g  com­
m ittee  dominated by the cap ita l­
is t Congress P a rty  is proposing 
a document v-hich indicates its  
reactionary trend since i t  assumed 
power in A ug ust 1947.

In the M arch 6 issue o f New 
Spark, fo r tn ig h t ly  organ o f the 
Bolshevik Le n in is t P a rty  o f In ­
dia, Section o f the F ourth  In te r­
na tiona l, K . T ila k  b r ie f ly  ana lyz­
es the D ra ft  C onstitu tion . O ut­
stand ing among its  reactionary  
fea tu res, according to T ila k , are 
the fo llo w in g :

I t  proposes to constitu te  Ind ia  
as a “ Sovereign Dem ocratic Re­
pub lic .”  In  the Resolution adopt­
ed by  the Assem bly in January 
1947 ( th a t is, before B r ita in ’s 
w ith d ra w a l), these words were 
preceeded by the w ôrd “ Inde­
pendent”  —  which is now dropp­
ed.

T h is  indicates, says the Spark 
w rite r, the in ten tion  o f the c a p it­
a lis ts  to rem ain as a Dom inion 
w ith in  the B r it is h  E m pire , reneg­
ing  on its  whole tra d itio n a l cam­
paign fo r  independence.

The D ra ft  calls fo r  the appo in t­
ment o f Governors o f Provinces 
instead o f th e ir  election, as o r ig ­
in a lly  provided by' the Assem bly.

“ I t  is in re la tio n  to th e 'N a tiv e  
States, however, th a t the D ra ft 
C onstitu tion  becomes openly a n ti­
dem ocratic and reac tiona ry ,”  the 
w r ite r  concludes, “ fo r  i t  gives 
sanction to the au tocra tic  regimes 
p re va ilin g  in these states.”  The 
D ra ft  C onstitu tion  makes no pro- 
v:sion fo r  elections there, so tha t 
“ we can be certa in  th a t  in a ll 
cases the M ahara jahs w ill nom­
inate a t least 50% o f these repre­
sentatives.”

The C onstitu tion  thus gives 
fo rm a l “ evidence o f the open a l l i ­
ance that now exists o f a ll vested 
in te rests in  Ind ia (bourgeoisie, 
land lord -feuda l in terests, B ritish  
im p e ria lism ) against the masses.”

As i f  to  underline fu r th e r  th is  
d r i f t  tow ard a police s ta le  —  an 
Ind ian  coun te r-part o f the Chiang 
K ai-S hek regim e in China, — 
repressive decrees are constantly  
being passed byr the Congress 
governm ent. The la test a ffec ts  
“ lib e r ty  o f expression,”  to  which 
the D ra ft  C onstitu tion  gives lip -  
service. Bonds o f 1,000 rupees and 
more are requ ired to be posted by 
labo r papers, i f  they  are to  con­
tinue  publication.

Thus, the Ind ian  Laborer, organ 
o f the M adras Labor Union, the

oldest e x is ting  reg is tered trade  
union paper, has been forced to  
d iscontinue pub lica tion  b y  th is  
decree. In  C a lcutta , the CP ’s 
jo u rn a l Swadhinata has had to  
suspend pub lica tion  fo r  the same 
reason. F in a lly , the T ro ts k y is t 
organ Poratam , in  the T am il d ia ­
lect, was refused the r ig h t  o f 
pub lica tion  by the C h ief P resi­
dency M ag is tra te  in  M adras, 
when the B L P I could no t post 
the required bond. I t  is  notable 
lh a t the press laws on w hich the 
decree is based ha il from  the im ­
pe ria lis t B r it is h  a d m in is tra tio n  o f 
1931.

*  *  *

The S ocia lis t P a rty , ru n n in g  
independent candidates fo r  the 
f ir s t  tim e aga inst those o f the  
Congress to  w h ic h , i t  has been 
a ff ilia te d , scored a g re a t success 
in the recent m un ic ipa l contests 
in  Bombay. 26 SP representa­
tives were elected to  48 o f the 
Congress and 5 S ta lin is ts . In  the 
w o rk in g  class areas the SP swept 
the fie ld .

New Spark comments as fo l­
lows on the resu lts : “ The p o lit ic a l 
level o f the Bombay' w o rke rs  is 
perhaps the h ighest in  Ind ia . I t  is 
on ly  n a tu ra l the re fo re  th a t they 
should be among the f i r s t  to  be 
d is illus ioned in the bourgeois 
Congress. T u rn in g  aw ay from  
Congress, they were not prepared 
to  go to  the CP, ju s t i f ia b ly  p re j­
udiced as they are aga ins t the  
S ta lin is ts  fo r  th e ir  ro le o f treach ­
e ry  in  the A ugust (1942) s tru g ­
gle. The Bombay w o rke rs  have 
the re fo re  n a tu ra lly  tu rned  to  the 
o ther la rge  p a rty  th a t has ap­
peared before them as an a lte rn ­
ative. . . the elections becoming 
v ir tu a lly  a duel between the Con­
gress and the SP.”

The T ro tsky is ts  contested only 
one o f the seats and received 641 
votes to 3,136 fo r  the SP. R e fo rm ­
is t in character, the SP leader­
ship is break ing  w ith  the bourg­
eois Congress on ly  under the 
pressure o f the class s trugg le  
The workers flo c k  to i t  becausi 
(hey are a ttrac ted  to socialism  
“ Should i t  fa i l  to lead them  fo r ­
w a rd ,”  the Spark concluded, “ the 
w orkers w i l l  abandon the ST 
even as they have abandoned the 
Congress.”

*  *  *

A m arna th , T ro ts k y is t leader oi 
the B and C M ills  w orkers , a r ­
rested and held in  p rison  since 
the g re a t M adras te x t ile  strike 
las t year, has been freed a f te r  a 
cam paign on his beha lf by the 
M adras Labo r Union.

GENERAL STRIKE IN  BURMA
A general s tr ik e  gripped Ran­

goon, Burm a ea rly  th is  month, 
according to the London Econom­
is t. I t  was directed m a in ly  against 
B ritish -ow ned companies, a n d  
was accompanied by dem onstra­
tions aga inst the governm ent o f 
Thak in  Nu, “ dedicated in princ- 

' ip le  to  national independence and 
socia lism ,”  which demanded the 
exp rop ria tio n  o f a ll fo re ign  in te r­
ests.

A ltho ug h  B r ita in  has pu lled out 
fro m  Burm a ju s t as i t  has from  
Ind ia , its  cap ita lis ts  s t i l l  own 
m any o f its  r ich  national resourc­
es o f rice, o il and t in . As in the 
la rg e r country, a na tive  govern­
m ent p ledg ing lip -serv ice  to  the 

I people has taken over the re igns 
fro m  the im p e ria lis ts , w h ile  p la y ­
in g  th e ir  game. B u t here, too, 
the masses are in  action to  force 
th e ir  leaders to  act on th e ir

words. Socialism  has become the 
v.'atchword o f the people o f Asia 
f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir  independence 
Just as th e ir  na tive  cap ita lis ts  dt 
in  a negative sense, they very 
pos itive ly  dem onstrate in actio r 
T ro ts k y ’s great theory  o f the 
“ Perm anent Revolu tion .”

FRANCE
JO IN T  Y O U T H  C O N F E R E N C E

On M arch 29, a N a tion a l Con­
ference was held in P aris  rep re ­
senting Socia list Y ou th  and In te r ­
na tiona l C om m unist (T ro ts k y is t)  
Youth, to found the R evo lu tionary  
You th  M ovem ent (M R J ). One o f 
the im m ediate tasks decided upon 
was the construction  o f you th  de­
fense guards aga inst de G au llis t 
and o the r reac tiona ry  attacks 
upon labo r organ izations.

THE MIL ITAN T AKMY
Praise and Donations  
From  Far and W ide

Praise and donations reach The 
M ilita n t fro m  readers th roughou t 
the w o rld  who are fired by so­
c ia lis t asp ira tions and find ou r 
paper indispensable to  an under­
standing o f labo r and in te rn a ­
tiona l developments.

* * O
From  E g y p t— “ I  am w r it in g  to  

say again m any thanks fo r  m y 
reg u la r copy o f The M ilita n t, 
which has ju s t b rought me the 
news o f y o u r e n try  in  the U . S. 
pres identia l cam paign, and which 
is m y perm anent lin k  w ith  events 
in the outside! w o rld .”

* * *
Oakland, C a lif.— “ One o f these 

(s ix )  subs is a renew al fro m  a 
reader who has taken the paper 
fo r  over tw o  years and th in ks  i t  
so w o rth  w h ile  th a t he took out 
another sub fo r  his fa th e r.”

♦ * ❖
Upper M ich igan —  “ Enclosed 

find $2 w h ich I  hope w il l  help you 
in some sm all w ay to  meet you r 
p r in t in g  expenses. I find The 
M il ita n t very  he lp fu l in  in te rp re t­
in g  cu rre n t events and I  ve ry  
much adm ire you r courageous 
a ttem pts in  pub lica tion .”

*  *  *

St. Louis —  “ When th is  young 
reader subscribed recen tly  he had 
to bo rrow  h a lf  o f  the 60c. fo r  a 
s ix-m onth sub. Now' he is pay ing

50c. more to  extend i t  fo r  a fu l l  
year. He is 17 and w ants  to  see 
socialism  here before he gets ou t 
o f h igh school.”

* £ *
Philadelph ia  —  “ Enclosed find 

fo u r subs. These were obtained a t 
a social S atu rday n ig h t and are 
ju s t an ind ica tion  o f w h a t W’e can 
do when we get out fo r  renewals 
and new subs again a f te r  our 
election cam paign.”

* * V
Once more you can save 50c. 

a year by a com bination subscrip­
tion  (o r renew al) to  The M il ita n t  
w ith  F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, the  
theore tica l magazine o f A m erican 
T ro tsky ism .

This m onth F ourth  In te rn a ­
tion a l re tu rns  to  m on th ly  pub­
lica tion  (thanks to  m any generous 
donations) a fte r  appearing as a 
b i-m on th ly  fo r  nearly  a year. A t  
the same tim e  the fo rm e r $2.50 
com bination sub ra te  is restored. 
Separately the magazine is $2 a 
year (12 issues) and the paper is 
$1 a year (52 issues).

F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l is  a v ita l 
supplem ent to The M ilita n t,  con­
ta in in g  more complete M a rx is t 
analyses o f labor news and w o rld  
events. M any M ilita n t readers a l­
ready ge t the m agazine and we 
in v ite  others to become acqua in t­
ed th rough  th is  special offer.

Send 25c. fo r  a sample copy, 
to Business M anager, 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, N . Y .
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TROTSKY

“ The human race has a r ig h t to  he proud o f its  A ris to tle , 
Shakespeare, D a rw in , Beethoven, Goethe, M a rx , Edison and 
Lenin. B u t w hy are they so rare? Above all, because alm ost 
w ith o u t exception, they came out o f the upper and m iddle 
classes. A p a rt from  ra re  exceptions, the sparks o f genius in  
the suppressed depths o f the people are choked before they 
can hurst in to  flam e. But also because the processes o f c re ­
a ting , developing and educating a human being have been 
and rem ain essentia lly  a m a tte r o f chance, not illum ina te d  by 
theory and practice, not subjected to  consciousness and w i l l  
. . . Socialism w ill mean a leap from  the realm  o f necessity 
in to  the realm  o f freedom in th is  sense also, tha t the man o f 
today, w ith  a ll his con trad ic tions and lack o f harm ony, w ill 
open the road fo r a new and happ ier race.’ ’

— Leon T ro tsky , Copenhagen Speech, 1932.
LE N IN

A  Fascist Conspiracy
The most repressive b ill in the history of 

our country was unanimously endorsed by 
the House Un-American Committee on April 
28, and is headed for action by lire I louse 
of Representatives this coming week. I f  en­
acted, it could be used to destroy the civil 
and political liberties of every working class 
fighter for a better world, and would drag the 
country a long way down the road to a fascist 
dictatorship.

This measure, numbered as HR 5852 and 
entitled a “ b ill to pi’otcct the United States 
against un-American and subversive, activi­
ties,”  is ostensibly aimed against the Com­
munist Party, but in practice it  could and 
would be used to throttle all opponents of 
the bi-partisan war and anti-labor program, 
including those who have absolutely no con­
nection with Stalinism.

Following are a few of the provisions of 
this sweeping thought-control measure: It out­
laws any act which can be designated as hav­
ing the purpose of establishing a totalitarian 
dictatorship; the commission of such acts or 
the exercise of leadership to induce them is 
punishable by up to ten years imprisonment 
and $10,000 fines. The leaders of organiza­
tions charged with being subversive would 
have to register annually with the Attorney 
General and file a list of their members. 
"Communist front organizations”  would have 
to register annually too, and keep a list of 
their members ready for government inspec­
tion. Violation of registration requirements 
would be punishable by sentences of up to 
$5,000 and five years in ja il. Those convicted

of any of these provisions would be subject 
to loss of citizenship, even i f  they had been 
born here.

The sinister character of the b ill is illus­
trated by some of the sections defining the 
alleged methods of subversives: “ Disruption 
of trade and commerce. Inciting economic, 
social and racial strife and conflict. Dissemi­
nation of propaganda calculated to under­
mine established government and institu­
tions.”

Consider what a weapon that would be in the 
hands of labor’s enemies: Trade union strug­
gles could be construed as "disrupting”  trade 
and commerce. The struggle against Jim Crow 
and anti-Semitism could be attacked for " in ­
citing. . .racial strife.”  (Significantly enough, 
Rep. Rankin, one of the country’s most rabid 
inciters of anti-Negro prejudice, voted for 
this measure.) Exposures of reactionary gov­
ernment moves could be attacked as "propa­
ganda calculated to undermine established 
government.”  The end result would be that 
every single progressive struggle or movement 
would be subject to prosecution.

'fhe leaders of the labor movement have 
been crim inally remiss in regard to the grow­
ing assaults on civil liberties, and at times 
have even stooped to collaborate in it with 
some red-baiting of their own. IIR  5852 shows 
conclusively how suicidal is such a policy of 
passivity or submission to the witch hunters. 
Labor — on pain o f destruction —  must mo­
bilize all its resources to smash the fascistic 
conspiracy in Congress.

W ho Decides C IO -PAC Policy?
The boom for Eisenhower being pushed in 

labor circles by CIO President Philip Murray 
gives the lie to M urray’s claim that the mem­
bers of the CIO have a voice in the determina­
tion of CIO political policy.

Murray has taken punitive action against 
a number of CIO officials and state and local 
industrial union councils on the ground that 
their opposition to the two-party system and/ 
or advocacy of the Wallace third party can­
didacy was counter to the w ill of the CIO 
membership. 11 is office even sent a letter to 
CIO bodies warning them that they could not 
even table the communications or statements 
of top CIO leaders on political questions, or 
adopt any position other than the one handed 
down by them. Thus, elected members of 
ihcse bodies were put in the position where 
they can be purged for voting in accord with 
their own dictates or those of the members 
who elected them.

Leave aside the fact that the members of 
the CIO never had an opportunity to express 
their views on the third party. Leave aside 
the fact that the CIO Political Action Com­
mittee denunciation of a th ird party in 1948 
represented the opinion of only 11 men. Leave 
all this aside, and Murray Still stands con­
demned of the most cynical disregard for the 
democratic procedure which he pretends to 
champion.

Who gave Murray the authority to dis­
patch his man Friday, CIO Secretary James 
Carey, lo the recent gathering of the Amer­

icans for Democratic Action where he made 
a stump speech for Eisenhower? When did the 
CIO Political Action Committee ever author­
ize any such action?

Who gave Murray the authority to circulate 
so-called spontaneous Eisenhower-for-Presi- 
dent resolutions in the locals of the United 
Steel Workers, in preparation for the com­
ing national convention of that .union? When 
did the-CIO Political Action Committee ever 
authorize any such action?

Who gave M urray the authority to run 
PAC Director Jack Kroll as a delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention? When did 
the CIO Political Action Committee ever au­
thorize any such action?

Why are members of local councils penal­
ized and purged for taking political steps not 
authorized by the CIO Political Action Com­
mittee. while top bureaucrats go unpunished 
for doing the same and for even taking steps 
which commit the CIO as a whole to a suicidal 
political policy?

It is lime to put a stop to unbridled bureau­
cratism, revolting hypocrisy and reactionary 
political maneuvers in the national CIO office. 
The members of the CIO have the right and 
the duty to make their wishes known and 
felt. 'Ihe only effective way they can do 
that is by putting on the heat to secure the 
speedy convocation of a national PAC con­
vention representing all sections of the CIO 
lo democratically work out a political pro­
gram for the 1948 elections.

The Italian Elections
The article on the Italian elections in last 

week’s M ilitan t contained one incorrect figure 
which we copied from the daily press. It stated 
that the Italian Stalinists and Socialist par­
ties, running separately in 1946, polled 31.7% 
of the vote. 'I he facts are these: In 1946 the 
Stalinists received 18.9% of the popular vote; 
the Socialists received 20.7%. Thus their 
combined vote was 39.6%.

But the comparison with 1948 is compli­
cated by the fact that a year ago, the right 
wing, under Saragat, split from the Socialist 
Party, formed an independent party and en­
tered the de Gasperi cabinet. Running inde­
pendently in the 1948 elections the Saragat 
party polled 7.1% of the vote. By assuming 
that this percentage is the same that the 
Saragat forces would have polled in 1946 and 
subtracting 7.1% from the 1946 combined 
Socialist-Communist vote of 39.6%, we get 
Ihe figure of 32.5% —  the adjusted vote of 
the Stalinists and their Socialist allies for 
1946.

The Stalinist-Socialist vote in 1948 was 8,- 
025,000. In round figures this is an increase 
of 775,000 votes over 1946 (again adjusted 
for the Saragat vote). On a percentage basis, 
however, it represents 30.7% of the total vote, 
or a slight decrease of 1.8%. This is account­
ed for by the fact that over 3 m illion more 
people voted in the recent elections than in 
1946.

The political conclusions of the article in 
the April 26 M ilitan t are not affected by 
these more accurate figures. The outstanding 
facts remain that the Christian Democratic 
Party, representing the capitalist forces, was 
able to poll 48.7% of the popular vote in 
1948 as against 35.2% in 1946. The capitalists 
have thus succeeded in rebuilding a solid pol­
itical force. On the other hand, the Stalinists 
and their allies, because of their miserable 
policies, have been unable to register any gains 
despite two years of unprecedented social 
crisis and mass upheaval.

Logical Conclusion of Randolph’s 
Program to Resist Jim Crow Draft

By G. F. Eckstein

In the long-continued battle 
fo r  Negro rights, A. Philip Ran­
dolph and Grant Reynolds have 
selected one v ita l issue, J im  Crow 
in the A rm y , the in jus tice  of 
which cries to heaven. They say, 
"R ig h t th is  sham eful c r . i m e  
aga inst the Negro people and the 
Negroes w i l l  be citizens as loya l, 
as devoted, as p a trio tic  as any 
o ther c itizen .”  They do no t raise 
the question in  any narrowm inded 
s p ir it .  They cla im  th a t th is  h u m il­
ia tion  o f Negroes is a s ta in  on 
Am erican c iv iliza tio n  and the very 
concept o f democracy. F rom  th is  
they draw a correct conclusion. 
They appeal to w h ites  to stand 
side by side w ith  them. They do 
n o t c la im  to  be m aking  a demon­
s tra tion . They are ready to  call 
on thousands upon thousands, 
upon a ll who sym path ize, to  fo l­
low  them to ja i l  in  defiance o f 
the J im  Crow d ra ft.  They p ro ­
pose, in o ther words, as fa r  as in 
them  lies, to  para lyze the fun c ­
tio n in g  o f the Am erican govern­
m ent and the Am erican social 
system.

The mere proposal o f such a 
step opens a po litica l perspective 
w ith  fa r -  reaching im p lica tions, 
w h ich are rem orselessly appear­
in g  day a fte r  day. Take the group 
o f ex-S ta lin is ts , ex-libe ra ls , ex- 
socialists,- ex-radica ls, socialists, 
rad ica ls —  w hateve r they ca ll 
themselves —  who w rite  in the 
New Leader. These people consid­
er themselves, no doubt, fearless 
champions o f Negro rig h ts . C iv il 
lib e rtie s  is th e ir  banner.

On A p r i l  24 the New Leader 
w rites  an ed ito ria l on the p ro ­
posals fo r  c iv il disobedience o f 
Randolph and Reynolds. These in ­
solent scoundrels in fo rm  Randolph 
and Reynolds and the Negro peo-

pío (no t to  m ention the w o rld  at 
la rge ) th a t:  “ The s trugg le  which 
the U n ited States is conducting! 
in the current cold w ar is fo r  
everybody’s r ig h ts .’’ Th is being 
so, “ Sure ly no responsible Negro) 
leader wishes to weaken the] 
country at th is  tim e.”  O f course! 
the Negroes are oppressed. But, 
says the N ew  Leader, the ba llo t I 
is a pow erfu l ins trum en t. W hy, 
the ve ry  day tha t Reynolds ap­
peared in  W ashington, the Su­
preme C ourt reasserted its  re ­
jection  o f (he w h ite  p r im a ry  in 
South Carolina. A nd  on the very 
nex t day, yes s ir, the ve ry  next 
day, 500 Negroes “ were qu ie tly  
allowed to vote in Colum bia.”  
Q u ie tly . The police d id  not club! 
them. The lynchers d id  not shoot; 
at them . The K lan  did not burn  I 
f ie ry  crosses.

Some m illions  scattered th rough j 
out the South as qu ie tly , in  fac t, 
even more qu ie tly , did no t vote. 
They knew better. They know  a ll 
about the F ou rth  Am endm ent 
and an in te rm inab le  l is t  o f Su­
preme C ourt decisions. B u t they 
know also the  te rro r, legal and! 
illeg a l, which sta lks th e ir  lives ' 
and bursts ou t pe riod ica lly  to 
rem ind them  they m ust keep th e ir  
place. They now learn  fro m  the 
champions o f c iv il libe rties  tha t 
T rum an, F o rres ta l, E isenhower, 
Dewey, E llender, “ Pass-the-Bis- 
cu its ”  O’Daniel, Rankin , to  men-| 
tion  on ly  a few , convinced sup-i 
po rte rs  o f the w a r, are f ig h t in g  
fo r  the r ig h ts  o f everybody. The 
T a ft-H a r t le y  Law ; regu la tion  of 
labo r by in jun c tion , the long per­
secution and cyn ica l m aneuvering! 
w ith  Negro r ig h ts  by both p o lit ­
ica l pa rties  —  a ll th is  becomes I 
re a lly  p repa ra tion  to  f ig h t  fo r  
everybody’s r ig h ts .

Randolph w i l l  no doubt answer 
them . These a fte r  a ll are not 
reactionaries, God fo rb id . They

Consequences o f 
A New W orld W ar

m ere ly f in d  themselves te ll in g l 
the Negro people to keep quiet, 
adding th e ir  l i t t le  squeak to the 
a u th o rita tiv e  voices o f the w o rs t 
enemies o f the r ig h ts  of labor and 
the Negro people th a t th is  court-! 
t r y  has seen fo r  generations. T h e 1 
“ lib e ra l,”  “ rad ica l,”  “ soc ia lis tic ,”  
democrats o f the New Leader do, 
not by themselves am ount to  any­
th in g . B u t when they are tra v e l­
lin g  under the w in g  o f T ru m a n ,[ 
F o rres ta l, and the w ar-m ongering  
fusc is tic  N egro-haters o f the 
Fouth they  can be very  useful to 
these.

Is  the w ar th a t is being p re­
pared to be fough t fo r  every-! 
body’s r ig h ts ?  Is  i t  a ju s t w ar, a, 
w a r fo r  democracy? Is i t  m erely 
by accident or th rough  fo rg e tfu l- !  
ness, o r in e rtia , o r spite, th a tj 
N egro r ig h ts  continue to be 
tram pled upon? The New Leader; 
has given its  answer.

M a rx ism  also has its  answer.! 
A m erican im peria lism , under the 
same ru th less gang o f cap ita lis ts  
and land lords who squeeze the 
life -b lood ou t o f the people a t i 
home, is pu rsu ing  its  gangster 
ac tiv ities ’ abroad. F ir s t  i t  was the 
Kaiser, next i t  was H it le r ,  now 
i t  is S ta lin . A re  we ch ildren to be 
constan tly  herded in to  arm ies by 
bogeymen and driven to  wars 
which solve no th ing, in the name 
o f libe rties  which grow  constantly  
less ?

M arx ism  has dem onstrated th a t 
im p e ria lis t w a r is a product o f 
the ca p ita lis t system, a product 
o f an economic system  based 
upon the exp lo ita tion  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class. The w o rk in g  class has 
t,o in te res t in the war. The w a r 
is fo u g h t a t its  expense to  insure 
its  continued exp lo ita tion . The 
M a rx is t p a rty , w h ich  is m erely 
an organ iza tion  o f the m ost class­
conscious, devoted, and de te rm in ­
ed representatives o f the w o rk ing  
class, s trives to educate the g rea t 
masses o f the people by precept 
and example. I t  f i r s t  o f a ll count­
ers and exposes the lies, the 
brazen dishonesty by which the 
cap ita lis ts  foo l the public in to  
be liev ing th a t the w a r is fo r  the j 
r ig h ts  o f everybody. Press, radio, 
p u lp it, schools, the labo r leader-!

ship, a ll do th is  w o rk  o f m ental 
arid m oral co rrup tion  fo r  ca p ita l­
ism.

The people, however, are not 
com plete ly deceived. A  pow erfu l 
in s tinc t, today s tronger than ever 
before, drives them to see th rough  
ihe fab ric  o f fraud  and force 
which is d r iv in g  them in to  war. 
They' resist, (h is section on th is  
p a rtic u la r issue, the o ther section 
on another, genera lly fo r  the ir 
democratic r ig h ts  and against 
the p riva tio ns  which w ar imposes 
upon them . M arx ism , w h ile  speak­
in g  c lea rly  in  its  own name, does 
not demand o f the people, as a 
pre-condition fo r  f ig h t in g  w ith  
them, tha t they com plete ly accept 
the fu l l  M a rx is t p rogram . I t  is 
ready to  f ig h t w ith  them in every­
way th a t they resist. M arx ism  
realizes tha t i t  Is on ly in  s trugg le  
tha t the people learn. A  de term ­
ined mass m ob iliza tion  fo r  the 
repeal o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  Act, 
or against in fla tio n , is a s trugg le  
against the war. I t  exposes the 
rea l character o f the warm ongers. 
I t  fo rm s fe r t ile  ground fo r  under­
stand ing the fundam enta l evils 
o f modern society and the cure

fo r  them.
W ha t Randolph and Reynolds 

have done is to launch a slogan 
and call fo r  action which has 
w ith in  i t  the poss ib ilities  o f ra l­
ly in g  a trem endous mass support. 
To demand fro m  the g re a t mass­
es o f the Negro people th a t, be­
fo re  they m obilize themselves fo r  
a s trugg le  aga inst J im  Crow, 
they m ust agree on the causes 
and cure o f c a p ita lis t im p e ria l­
ism —  th a t is not in  any w ay 
M a rx is t. B u t Randolph and Rey­
nolds, who summon the people to  
action, they have to  know  and de­
clare where they stand. The whole 
logic o f th e ir  s tru g g le  on the  
ground th a t they have chosen, 
leads them  inexo rab ly  to  the  in ­
escapable questions. W hy  is i t  
th a t Am erican cap ita lism  so reso­
lu te ly  refuses to  g ive  Negroes 
th e ir  r ig h ts ?  Is  the Negro s tru g ­
gle  fo r  democracy to be fo u g h t 
to the  end, regard less o f the fa te  
o f the Am erican c a p ita lis t sys­
tem ? Is  the w a r be ing fo u g h t fo r  
the r ig h ts  o f everybody?

The w orld  today does n o t a l­
low  evasion o f serious p o lit ic a l 
ouestions. You have to take sides.

N o t a sy llab le  is needed to describe w hat John M aranich and 
Moe T u lak, P ittsb u rg h  members o f U n ited  M ine W orkers  th in k

tho finp I p v i p H apainsf thoir union for r.onfpmnf of court.

By John G. W righ t

Apart from the universal hor­
rors and devastation i t  must 
bring in its wake, W all Street’s 
w a r program  is bound to deal 
savage blows to  the liv in g  stand­
ards o f the Am erican w orkers 
and the mass o f the people as a 
whole.

They w ill be compelled to bear 
the m ain b ru n t o f a ll the  w ar 
expenditures under conditions 
where the  whole w o rld , together 
w ith  the A m erican economy, has 
not had the tim e  to recover from  
the te rr ib le  wounds o f the  last 
w o rld  s laughter. A  w a r p rogram  
launched under such conditions is 
unprecedented even in  the annals 
o f modei'n cap ita lism .

T h is  means th a t before the 
actual ou tbreak o f hostilities , 
un iversa l scarcities o f foodstu ffs  
and raw  m ateria ls  w ill m u ltip ly  
as more and more o f Am erican 
production is siphoned o f f  in to  
w ar channels. I t  w i l l  force m il­
lions th roughou t the w orld  to fa ll 
below subsistence levels and th is  
w ill act inexo rab ly  to  d rag  down 
the liv in g  standards in  the U n i­
ted States its e lf.

The in te rna l d ra in  on the coun­
t r y ’s economy w il l  be much more 
severe than  d u rin g  the la s t w a r. 
Brices fo r  eve ry th in g  have more 
than doubled since p re -W orld  
W ar I I  days. Should governm ent 
de fic its , as the w a r program  un ­
fo lds, p ile  up a t the same ra te  as 
they did the la s t tim e, then the 
public debt, a long w ith  the taxes, 
would p ile  up tw ice  as fa s t, since 
two do lla rs and m ore m ust now 
be spent where one d o lla r su fficed 
before. B u t the actua l de fic its  
w i l l  be much g rea te r, because the 
costs o f the next w a r w ill be fa r  
h igher. Increasing am ounts of 
money w ill have to  ro l l o f f  the 
governm ent p r in t in g  presses and 
thus feed the in fla tio n .

MO CONTRO LS
Furthe rm ore , the U n ited States 

is the f i r s t  m a jo r power in modern 
tim es to  p ro ject a huge rearm-1 
am ent p rogram  w ith o u t f i r s t  in -
s t itu t in g  contro ls (ra tio ns , price 
regu la tions, c red it res tric tio ns , 
e tc.). Such contro ls  w i l l  have to  
be imposed sooner o r la te r. B ut 
in  the m eantim e speculation is 
g iven free re in , assuring th a t 
prices w ill be driven up to  the 
h ighest possible levels by the 
tim e  fu ll-sca le  w a r production 
gets underway.

The actual im pos ition  o f con­
tro ls  w ill provide scanty safe­
guards to the A m erican workers, 
as th e ir  en tire  experience in  the 
la s t w a r testifies. C a p ita lis t w a r­
tim e contro ls mean f ir s t  and fo re ­
most the freez ing  o f wages w h ile  
prices o f a ll necessities keep 
s tead ily  ris in g . W orkers found 
themselves badly squeezed d u rin g ' 
W orld  W ar I I  despite the fact! 
th a t p re -w ar prices o f food anjl 
o ther necessities had been d e fla ­
ted and rose re la tiv e ly  s low ly

du rin g  the w a r years. T h is  tim e 
a ll prices are h ig h ly  in fla te d  even 
before “ w ar-scarc ities”  have be­
gun to assert themselves. The 
next price squeeze on the workers 
w ill the re fore prove fa r  worse.

There are m any o ther fac to rs  
th a t ac t to  fu r th e r  aggravate the 
s itua tion . La s t tim e  Am erican 
economy disposed o f several ad­
vantages th a t no longer exist.

T h is  coun try  did not im m e­
d ia te ly  feel the fu l l  shock o f 
W orld  W a r I I ,  w h ich  was ab­
sorbed f i r s t  by E astern Europe 
and la te r by the Soviet Union. 
M eantim e, Am erican economy 
was fed fro m  1939 to. 1941 by 
la rge  w a r orders fro m  France 
and England.

In  the beg inn ing there was no 
m a jo r d ivers ion  fro m  peacetime 
to w a rtim e  production in the U n i­
ted States, as a la rge  section of 

i the productive p lan t s t i l l  la y  dor­
m ant due to  the preceding de­
pression, and a s im ila r s itua tion  
existed in  ag ricu ltu re . A t  tha t 
tim e, expansion took place both 

I in  in d u s try  and a g ricu ltu re , and 
th is  provided a cushion against 
the subsequent s h ift  to  fu ll-sca le  
w a r production.

T h is  tim e  ju s t the con tra ry  is 
true . W estern Europe represents 
not a cushion fo r, bu t a d ra in  on 
Am erican economy. The fu l l  im ­
pact o f W a ll S tree t’s projected 
w ar m ust be borne from  its  very 
inception by th is  coun try . N o s ig ­
n ific a n t peacetime expansion o f 
e ithe r in du s try  o r ag ricu ltu re  is 
possible. Peak production in both 
in d u s try  and a g ricu ltu re  has al- 

1 ready been achieved. E ve ry  step 
toward rearm am ent can he taken 
on ly a t the expense o f mass con­
sumer goods, the production o f 
which must decline in  proportion  
as the production o f arm am ents 
is increased.

D ec lin ing  c iv ilia n  production 
w ill tend to  push up a ll prices 
s t i l l  h igher. T h is  coupled w ith  
d e fic it  governm ent spending plus 
a g ro w in g  national debt plus a 
constant expansion o f currency 
carries the th re a t o f runaw ay in ­
fla tio n .

TO C O M B A T  IN F L A T IO N
From  the. s tandpo in t o f th e ir  

im m ediate economic in terests, the 
A m erican w orkers are there fore  
most u rg e n tly  in  need o f an e f­
fec tive  p rogram  to  safeguard 
themselves aga inst th is  te rr ib le  
danger. Such a p rogram  m ust in ­
clude am ong its  key p lanks the 
s trugg le  fo r  the escalator clause, 
a s lid in g  scale o f wages.

Organized labor passed through 
the la s t w a r w ith o u t th is  ind is­
pensable safeguard and found i t ­
se lf la te r compelled to  engage in 
a whole series o f s trikes m erely 
to  m a in ta in  previous liv in g  lev­
els. Should labo r enter the next 
period w ith o u t th is  safeguard, it 
w ill f in d  its e lf  helpless before the 
ravages o f in fla tio n .

WORKERS FORUM
Believes Lavan 
Is Overzealous
E d ito r:

F o r the sake o f accuracy, I !  
would like  to correct an impress-1 
ion le f t  by George Lavan in h is 
a rtic le  on M a c A rth u r. Lavan - 
states: “ M a c A rth u r fe l t  the mo­
m ent had come to show the coun­
t r y  th a t a man on horseback had 
a rrived  who could p u t down the 
‘rabble.’ He appointed h im se lf 
ch ie f o f the ‘exped ition ’ aga inst 
the Bonus M archers. He planned 
and led the whole operation. . .”

Accord ing to Drew Pearson and 
Robert S. A lle n  in  th e ir  book 
“ More M erry-G o-R ound,”  the rea­
son fo r  na tional troops being 
called was th a t General Glass- 
fo rd , C hief o f D is tr ic t  o f Colum ­
bia Police, had w rang led w ith  
V ice P resident C u rtis  because he 
(C u rtis ) had called ou t the 
M arines to oust the m archers. 
The M arines were w ithd raw n , 
and G lassford was g iven respons­
ib i l i ty  for. the State o f order in 
W ashington. D u rin g  an a lte rca­
tion  between some reca lc itran t; 
veterans who refused to  obey th e ir  
own leader (W .W . W aters ) to  I 
evacuate abandoned bu ild ings 
along Pennsylvania Avenue, b r ick  j 
bats were th row n , and in  the en­
suing encounter a j i t t e r y  police­
man f ire d  his p is to l po in t b lank, 
k i l l in g  one man and w ounding 
another who la te r died. G lassford 
m ainta ined his o ff ic e r had los t his 
head, b u t the opening which 
Hoover had been w a it in g  fo r  had 
presented its e lf.  He called W ar 
Secretary H u rley , who in  tu rn  
handed the order to  h is C h ie f o f 
S ta ff, M acA rthu r. “ I t  had a ll been 
ca re fu lly  planned,”  sta te  Pearson 
and A llen , “ except fo r  one detail. 
H u rley 's  le tte r  to M a c A rth u r had 
been w r itte n  in  advance. The 
troops were a w a itin g  m arch ing 
orders. B u t M a c A rth u r had fo r ­
go tten  his un ifo rm . So he sent 
to F o r t  M yer fo r  i t  and la te r  in 
the afte rnoon was r id in g  down 
Pennsylvania Avenue. . .”

In  the l ig h t  o f th is  i t  appears 
th a t Lavan has been too anxious 
to  s tigm a tize  the General. A l ­
though not o f p rim e im portance, 
the po licy o f th ro w in g  ph illip ics  
against an adversary sometimes 
leads to overzealousness in a t­
tem p tin g  to  c linch an argum ent. 
I t  was M a c A rth u r ’s place to lead 
his troops, he did no t “ appo int 
h im se lf”  as Lavan insists. There 
is evidence enough aga inst him  
w ith o u t p u llin g  assum ptions out 
o f a ha t to h u rl also.

N orm an Johnstone
W estv ille , N .J.

Lavan Replies
A t the tim e  o f the Bonus M arch 

M a c A rth u r was C hief o f S taff. 
The C h ie f o f S ta ff advises the 
Secretary o f W ar, heads the W ar 
D epartm ent General S ta ff, plans 
and supervises the governm ent’s 
m il ita ry  program . The d irec t 
opera tiona l command o f troops is 
a lm ost in v a ria b ly  assigned to 
subordinate officers.

Had the norm al procedure been 
fo llow ed, M a cA rth u r, upon rece iv­
in g  H u r le y ’s order to  ev ic t the 
Bonus M archers, would have 
passed the order down th rough  
the a rm y  chain o f command to  the 
Corps A rea  w h ich  includes W ash­
ington. Then e ither a d iv is iona l o r 
even a reg im en ta l commander 
would have planned and carried  
out the actua l operation. F o r the 
highest o ffice r o f the U . S. A rm y  
to persona lly  lead the opera tion 
was unprecedented. I t  was as i f  
General M arsha ll had personally 
commanded the troops th a t broke 
the N o rth  A m erican A ir c ra f t  
s tr ik e  in  1941.

T ha t Mac A r th u r  personally 
decided to  command the eviction 
o f the Bonus A rm y  is a ttested by 
a ll the sem i-o ffic ia l eulogies | 
th a t parade as “ b iograph ies”  o f 1

M a cA rth u r. These biograph ies 
g ive  d iffe re n t reasons fo r  M ac­
A r th u r ’s action. One states th a t 
the General wanted to  be sure 
th a t the veterans w ould be evicted 
as m e rc ifu lly  as possible and fo r  
th a t reason refused to  a llow  any 
o ther o ffice r to  lead the opera­
tion . O thers state th a t Mac­
A r th u r  realized the u n p o p u la rity  
th a t command o f the ev ic tion  
would b r in g  and nobly refused to 
p e rm it any o ther o ff ic e r ’s career 
to be b ligh ted. T h is  is the g is t  
o f Robert Considine’s exp lanation  
in his w ide ly  sold M a c A rth u r the  
M ag n ificen t: “ M a c A rth u r could 
have in  tu rn  passed i t  (command 
o f the ev ic tion ) on to  any o f 
countless office rs beneath h im . 
Instead he accepted the odious 
task .”

I t  s t i l l  seems to  me th a t M ac­
A r th u r  m isjudged the e ffect o f  
the ev ic tion on pub lic  op in ion. 
He “ appointed h im se lf com­
m ander”  because he th o u g h t the 
figu re  o f a s trong  man on horse­
back (he rode a w h ite  horse) who 
could disperse the “ rabble”  w ou ld  
recommend h im  h ig h ly  to  the  
financiers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  who 
were then considering the crea­
tion  o f a fasc is t m ovem ent in  the  
U . S. George Lavan

Activities o f ‘M ilitan t’ Readers and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
A K K O N — 4 So. H o w a rd  S t.,  2nd f l .  M on . 
th ro u g h  P r l . .  7 to  9 p . an. ; B ra n c h  m e e t­
in g  S un . 8 p. m .:  S o c ia lis t  Y o u th  C lu b  
m e e tin g  S un : 3 p . m .

B O S T O N — 30 S tu a r t  S t., S a t. .  1-5 p. m .. 
T ire s .. 7 :3 0 -9 :3 0  p. m .

B V F F A l.O — M il i t a n t  F o ru m , 629 M a in  
S t., 2nd f l .  P h o n e  M A d is o n  3960. E v e ry  
a fte rn o o n  excep t Sun.

C H IC A G O — 777 W . A d a m s  (c o rn e r H a l - 
s te d ). Phone D E A rb o rn  4707. D a lly  except 
S un ., 11 a . in . -5 p. m . L ib r a r y ,  b o o k ­
s to re .

C L E V E L A N D — M il i t a n t  F o ru m . Sun., 
8 :30  p. m .. P e ck ’s H a il.  1446 E . 82nd St. 
( o f f  W a d e  P a rk  A v e .) .

D E T R O IT — 6108 L in w o o d  A ve . Phone 
T Y  7-6267. M on. th ro u g h  S a t. ,  12-5 p . m .

F L I N T — 235 E . N in th  S t. D a i ly  7-9 
p. m . O pen house. S a t. eve. F o ru m , Sun. 
eve.

L O S  A N G E L E S — M i l i t a n t  P u b l. A ssn .. 
316% W . P ico  B lv d . Phone R ic h m o n d  
4644. D a ily ,  12-5 p. m .

S A N  P E D R O —'M il ita n t .  1008 S. P a c if ic  
R oom  214.

W A T T S — M il i t a n t .  1720 E .  97 th  S t.
L Y N N ,  (M a s s .)— 14 C e n tra l Sq .. R m . 

11, S a t. 1-5 p. m . D iscuss io n . Tues.,
T :30 p. m .

M IL W A U K E E — M il i t a n t  B o o ksh o p . 608 
S. 5 th  S t. M on . th ro u g h  F r i . ,  7 :30-9 :30 
p. m . Phono H R o a d w a y  9045.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4 th  S t. Phone 
M a in  7781. D a i ly  excep t S un., 10 a . m .- 
6 p . m . L ib r a r y ,  boo ks to re , 

j N E W  B R IT A IN ,  (C o n n .)—M i l i t a n t  D is ­
cuss ion  G ro u p  e ve ry  F r i .  7 :30 p .m . M i l i ­
ta n t  L a b o r  C lub . 165 M a in  S t. (n e x t to  
S tra n d  T h e a tre ) .

N E W  H A V E N  —  L a b o r  School. 855 
G ra n d  A v e ., 3 rd  f l . ,  T ues. 8-10:30 p. m .

N E W A R K — 423 S p r in g f ie ld  A ve . Phono 
B ig e lo w  3-2574. R e a d in g  ro o m . Open 
d a i ly ,  12-4 a n d  7-10 p .m .

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (H q . )— 116 U n iv e rs ­
i t y  P I. Phone G R . 5-S149.

E A S T  S ID E — 251 E . H o u s to n  S t. 1st f l ;  
H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t.. R m . 23 

Phone M*0. 2-18C0. Open d iscu ss io n .
T h u r . ,  8 p. m .

B R O N X — 1034 P ro sp e c t A ve ., 1s t f l .  
Phone L U . 9-0101.

B R O O K L Y N — 035 F u lto n  S t. Phone 
ST. 3-7433.

C H E L S E A — 130 W . 23 rd  S t. Phone  
C H . 2-9434.

O A K L A N D  (C a l.)— W r i te  P. O . Box  
1351. O a k la n d  4.

V l in .A D K I .r i i lA  —  3303-05 W . G ir a rd  
A v e ., 2nd f l .  Phone S tevenson 4-5820. 
Open d a ily .  F o ru m , F r i . ,  8 j>. m>
. P IT T S B U R G H — 1418. F i f t h  A ve .. 2nd f l .  

Open m e e tin g s . 1st & 3 rd  S un ., 8 :30  
p. m . M a rx is t  S tu d y  C lass, T h u r . ,  7-0 
p. m .

S A N  D IE G O  (C a l.)  —  F o r  in fo r m a t io n  
w r i te  P . O. B o x  857.

S A X  F R A N C IS C O — 1739 F i l lm o r e  AvO ., 
4 th  f l.  P hone F l .  G-0410. D a lly  excep t 
S un .. 12-4:30 p. m .

S E A T T L E — M a y n a rd  B ld g ., 1s t A V e., 
S o u th  & W a s h in g to n , p h o n e  M a in  9278. 
M on. th ro u g h  S a t. ,  12-5 p. m . B ra n c h  
m e e tin g . F r i . ,  8 p. m . L ib r a r y ,  b o o ks to re .

S T . L O U IS — 1023 N . G ra n d  B lv d . ,  R m . 
312. F o ru m , T h u rs .,  7-30-10 p. m .

S T . P A U L — 540 C e da r S t. Phone G a r­
f ie ld  1137. Open d a ily .  B o o k s to re . F o ru m . 
3 rd  Sun. o f  each  m o n th , 3 :30  p . m .

T A C O M A  (W a s h .)— W r i te  P . O. B o x  
1079. M e e tin g , W ed ., 8 p. m .,  O dd F e llo w  
H a l l ,  6 th  & F a w c e tt.

T O L E D O  —  113 S t. C la ir  S t., 2nd f l .  
Open d a i ly .

Y O U N G S T O W N  —  115 E . F e d e ra l S t ,  
R m . 302. Phone 3-1355. W ed ., F r i . .  S a t., 
1 :30 to  4 p . m .



The ERP Program
----------------------------  By A r t  Preis  ----------------------------

W ith  a ll the m illio ns  o f words w r itte n  and 
spoken in  fa v o r o f the European Recovery P ro ­
g ram , w ith  the m onths o f Congressional study 
o f  the E R P  b i l l  and the volum inous te x t its e lf, 
i t  seems a lm ost incred ib ie th a t such a s lip -up 
eould take place. Y e t i t  is  a fa c t th a t the b i l l  as 
passed suffe red the omission, in e x p lic it phrases, 
Of i ts  ve ry  hea rt and soul, its  core, its  fundam en­
ta l purpose.

You are no doubt surprised to hear th is . B u t 
Jt is  a dem onstrable fa c t which you w ill read ily  
accept once ce rta in  in fo rm a tio n  is b rough t to 
y o u r a tten tion .

W e know  th a t leading fig u re s  in  the labor 
m ovem ent have repeatedly assured us th a t the 
K ill is  designed to  “ aid the h u ng ry ”  and so a llev ­
ia te  th e ir  s u ffe r in g  as to deprive “ com m unism ”  
o f any a llu re . We have not waded th rough  the 
Huge te x t  o f the ERP b ill,  bu t we presume it  is 
e ffe c tiv e ly  studded w ith  s im ila r expressions of 
hu m an ita ria n  purposes and aims.

B u t now we have i t  on sound a u th o rity , no 
Jess a person than D w ig h t P. Grisw.old, head o f 
the  Am erican M ission in Greece, th a t one o f the 
p r im a ry  purposes o f ERP has no t even been 
m entioned in  the te x t o f the b ill its e lf,  le t alone 
in  a ll the g lo r if ic a tio n  o f the b ill fro m  rad io, 
press and p u lp it.

Y o u r local paper ve ry  lik e ly  did no t c a rry  th is  
V ita l and illu m in a tin g  statem ent by G riswold. I t  
appeared in a special dispatch, datelined Athens, 
A p r i l  13, in the New Y ork  T im es. We quote:

“ D w ig h t P. G riswold, head o f the U n ited  States

m ission to  Greece, warned a group o f Greek in ­
d u s tria lis ts  and labo r un ion is ts  today th a t wage 
increases now w ould  create an in fla t io n a ry  sp ira l 
th a t w ou ld  ‘b r in g  in  com m unism ’. . . He made i t  
c lear th a t such demands contravened the purpose 
o f the European Recovery P rog ram .”

There you have it .  M any th in g s  are prom ised 
by the ERP, b u t one th in g  i t  doesn’t  propose is 
tb 'ra ise  European w o rke rs ’ wages. T h a t w ou ld  be 
c a rry in g  “ a id  to  the h u n g ry ”  too fa r .  Indeed, 
pay ing  s ta rv in g  Greek w orkers  a l i t t le  m ore in  
in fla te d  currency “ contravenes”  the ve ry  purpose 
o f ERP.

B y a strange coincidence, the Am erican w o rk ­
ers are being confronted by a s im ila r  program , 
on ly i t ’s no t labled ERP. I t  is  fra n k ly  the p ro ­
gram  o f the A m erican corporations. They are 
te ll in g  the steel, auto, e lec trica l, meat packing, 
m aritim e  and o ther w orkers  here th a t wage in ­
creases would be bad, “ in fla t io n a ry ”  and no doubt 
lead to  “ com m unism ” .as we ll.

No\C P h ilip  M u rra y  and o ther top CIO leaders 
are w a ilin g  to  h igh  heaven because the corpora­
tions have no t acted in “ good fa ith ”  and are 
re fus ing  to raise wages in  the face o f the h igh 
cost o f liv in g .

P h ilip  M u rra y  is an expert in  “ good fa ith . ”  
L ike  when he and his lieutenan ts “ fo rg o t”  to te ll 
the A m erican, Greek, Ita lia n , F rench and o ther 
w orkers th a t the ERP b ill is  no t on ly  designed 
to “ con ta in”  communism, but to  “ con ta in ”  the 
hung ry  w orkers fro m  g e ttin g  h igh e r wages.

The Negro Struggle  -------------------------------------------—---------------------------------------

After Randolph’s “Bomb”
----------------------------------------------  By A lb e rt P a rker --------------------------------------

The c iv il disobedience proposal o f A . P h ilip  
Randolph and G ran t Reynolds has already had 
Some no tew o rthy  resu lts. F o r one th in g , i t  has 

s tir re d  up the th in k in g  o f 
m illio n s  o f people over the 
problem  o f the next steps 
to be taken in  the f ig h t  
aga inst J im  Crow. F o r ano­
the r, i t  is  separa ting  the 
sheep fro m  the goats among 
those who pretend t o  b e  

fr ie n d s  o f the N egro people. F o r a th ird , i t  is 
p u tt in g  rea l pressure on the  Negro leaders, fo rc ­
in g  them  to  take a s tronger stand than ever 
before.

Everyone knows now how Eisenhower was 
provoked by Randolph’s testim ony in to  b lu rt in g  
ou t his own J im  Crow position on segregation in  
th e  a rm y —  which was a ll to  the good because i t  
cleared up m any illus ions th a t were being spread 
abou t th is  m il ita r is t .  N o t so w e ll known, b u t 
ju s t  as s ig n ific a n t, has been the behavior o f the 
lib e ra l Republican, Senator W ayne Morse.

M orse is the man who threatened Randolph 
w ith  prosecution fo r  treason. He is also a member 
( l ik e  Randolph) o f the na tiona l board o f d irectors 
o f the  N A A C P . He threatened to  res ign  fro m  
th e  board i f  the N A A C P  did not dissociate its e lf  
f ro m  R andolph ’s proposal. Secretary W a lte r 
-W hite assured h im  th a t the N A A C P  had no t 
endorsed Randolph’s position, bu t rem inded h im  
th a t  the Negro people are fed  up w ith  the w ay 
th e y  are being treated, and th o ro ug h ly  disgusted 
w ith  the  w ay both pa rties  in  Congress are p la y in g  
p o lit ic s  w ith  the c iv il r ig h ts  program . W h ite  com­

plained, fo r  example, about the Republican P a rty  s 
decision to  b u ry  a i) ti-p o ll ta x  and FE P C  b ills .

In  rep ly , Morse rushed to tnc defense o f the 
Republican P a rty , say ing tb a t eve ry th in g  had 
been go ing w e ll w ith  the c iv il r ig h ts  p rog ram  in  
Congress “ u n t il the proposal fo r  a c iv il disobe­
dience program  was dropped in to  our m ids t as a 
bomb.”  To show w ha t a rid icu lous  a lib i th is  is, 
we need only p o in t out th a t the Republicans had 
con tro l o f Congress fo r  15 m onths before Ran­
do lph ’s proposal. W h a t stopped them  fro m  pass­
in g  the b ills  d u rin g  th a t tim e  ? In  o ther words, 
Morse is a stooge fo r  the ca p ita lis t pa rties, and 
we have Randolph’s proposal to  thank  fo r  ex­
posing how foo lish  i t  is  to  place any hope a t a ll 
in  such people, even when they disguise them ­
selves as libera ls .

A nd la s t week we witnessed s t i l l  another e ffec t 
resu ltin g  fro m  Randolph’s “ bomb.”  F ifte e n  con­
serva tive Negro leaders had been summoned to 
W ashington by Secretary o f Defense F orres ta l, 
who expected to persuade them  to again act as 
“ f ro n t  m en”  fo r  continued J im  Crow practices, 
as m ost o f them  had done in  the past. B u t the 
whole th in g  blew  up in  F o rre s ta l’s face, because 
even these conservative N egro  leaders fee l the 
pressure o f the Negro masses so sha rp ly  th a t 
they had to  make an about-face and issue the 
fo llo w in g  sta tem ent a f te r  the conference: “ The 
group agreed th a t no one wanted to  continue in  
an adv isory  capacity  on the  basis o f continued 
segregation in  the armed services.”

A l l  these are hearten ing developments, s ig n i­
fy in g  th a t the s tru g g le  aga inst J im  C row  is 
r is in g  to a new and h ighe r level o f m ilita n cy .

Cancer—the No. 2 K iller
-------------------------------------By Grace C a r ls o n -------—--------------------------- —

'E ve ry  th ree  m inutes someone in  the  U n ited  
S tates dies o f cancer. In  the past 25 years, cancer 
has moved fro m  the seventh to  second cause o f 

death in  th is  country. Exceed­
ed on ly  by  h e a rt disease, can­
cer took over 175,000 Am erican 
lives la s t year.

I t  is  tru e  th a t the increasing 
num ber o f deaths fro m  cancer 
is due to  the  increas ing  aver­
age age o f the popu lation. S t ill 
h a lf  o f a ll cancer deaths occur 
below the age o f 65. B u t can­
cer is  curable in  a la rge  pe r­
centage o f cases i f  i t  is  d iag ­

nosed e a rly  and trea te d  adequately. Physicians 
Estim ate th a t one-th ird  to  one-ha lf o f those who 
jio w  die o f cancer could be saved on the basis 
of present m edical knowledge.

Cancer is no t a disease caused by a germ  o r 
in fe c tio n  com ing fro m  outside the body. I t  is  a 
disease, wh ich, fo r  some reason, as y e t unknown, 
develops w ith in  the  body as a re s u lt o f  un con tro l­
led cell, g row th . W hen a group o f “ o u tla w ”  cells 
in  the  body begin to  m u lt ip ly  abnorm a lly , push 
aside ne ighboring  tissues, rob  them  o f th e ir  food 
and cause th e ir  death, the  re s u lt is  called cancer.

The present cam paign o f the A m erican Cancer 
Society a im s to acqua int people w ith  cancer’s ea rly  
danger signals. A n y  in d iv id u a l w ith  one o r more

o f the fo llo w in g  sym ptom s is urged to see a doc­
to r :

1. A n y  sore th a t does no t heal, p a rtic u la r ly  
about the tongue, m outh  o r lips .

2. A  painless lum p o r th icke n ing , especially in  
the breast, l ip  o r tongue.

3. Progressive change in  the co lor o r size o f 
a w a rt, mole o r b ir th m a rk .

4. P ers is ten t ind igestion.
5. P ers is ten t hoarseness, unexplained cough or 

d iff ic u lty  in  sw a llow ing.
6. B loody discharge fro m  the n ipp le  o r ir re g ­

u la r bleeding from  oiie o f the na tu ra l body open­
ings.

7. A n y  change in  the no rm a l bowel habits.

Discovered in  tim e, cancer cells can be destroy­
ed by the action o f X -ra y  and rad iu m  o r they can 
be removed su rg ica lly . I f  cancer appears in  an­
o th e r p a rt o f the body a f te r  an opera tion  o r i r ­
rad ia tion  trea tm en t, i t  means th a t the cancer 
cells had a lready begun to  develop in  th a t te r r ito ry  
before the trea tm ent.

New weapons aga inst the deadly cancer are now 
being fo rged  in  the c o u n try ’s m edical research 
laboratories. B u t the money a llo ted  to  cancer 
research is p i t i fu l ly  sm all. F o r every death fro m  
cancer la s t year, on ly three do lla rs  was spent 
fo r  research. W h a t a con trast to  the  b illio n s  o f 
do lla rs spent on A to m  Bom b research!

Notes from the News
C O U R T F IG H T  —  The U . S. Supreme C ourt 

w i l l  rev iew  on A p r i l 26 the decision o f the  U . S. 
D is tr ic t  C ourt in  W ash ing ton wh ich held th a t  the  

section o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t 
w h ich bans un ion spending in 
connection w ith  fede ra l p r i ­
m aries o r elections is uncon­
s titu tio n a l.

<5 *  *

CIO F A C T IO N  SCORE —  
M ichael Q u ill, p res iden t o f the 

C IO  T ransp o rt W orkers, resigned fro m  the  A m e r­
ican  Labo r P a rty  fo llo w in g  h is recent res igna tion  
as pres ident o f the N . Y . CIO  Council. A t  the 
same tim e, C IO -P A C  D ire c to r Jack K ro ll s tripped 
th e  N . Y . CIO o f its  a u th o r ity  In  the  p o lit ic a l 
f ie ld , a f te r  ta k in g  the same action aga ins t the 
Los Angeles CIO.

F R E E D O M  OF PRESS —  F rontpage , the  N . Y .
C IO  Newspaper G uild  Paper, reports  the  fo llo w ­
in g  te le type  order was sent by W illia m  Randolph 
B jearst to  h is  chain o f newspapers: “ C h ie f in ­
s tru c ts  a ll h is ed itors to p r in t  page one da ily  
u n t i l  fu r th e r  notice a photo o f General M a c A rth u r 
in  association w ith  im p o rta n t news d isp lay.”  Note 
th a t  the  ed ito rs  are fre e  to  p r in t  M a c A rth u r ’s 
p ic tu re  A N Y  P LA C E  the y  w a n t to  —  so long  as 
*Us on page one.

*  *  ❖

V u l t u r e s  m o v e  i n  —  The cio F arm

E qu ipm ent U n ion, S ta lin is t-dom ina ted  and a non­
s igner o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  a ffid a v its , has called 
a s tr ik e  a t the b ig  C a te rp illa r T ra c to r p la n t in  
Peoria, 111., fo r  h ighe r wages and un ion  recog­
n ition . F o u r unions moved in  c la im in g  ju r is d ic ­
tion : the In te rn a tio n a l Associa tion o f M ach in is ts , 
the A F L  B oile rm akers, the CIO  auto un ion, and 
the A F L  auto union. Here is a sample o f the 
U A W -A F L  “ un ion”  propaganda: “ The Russians 
have perfected bacteria l w a rfa re . They can vac­
cinate th e ir  stooges in our p lan ts then these peo­
ple can tu rn  loose these deadly germ s am ong the 
w orkers, the reby pa ra lyz in g  ou r in du s try . . .”

*  *  >«

T E L E P H O N E  D R IV E  —  The CIO Telephone 
W orkers  O rgan iz ing  Com m ittee announced th a t 
18 organ izers w i l l  a rr iv e  in  D e tro it  to  push the 
cam paign to- b r in g  M ich igan  telephone w orkers  
in to  the CIO fo ld .

*  *  *

U N IO N  R A D IO  S T A T IO N  —  The Federa l Com­
m unications Commission is  ho ld ing  hearings in 
D e tro it  on the app lica tion  o f the CIO  auto union 
to  operate a 50,000-watt day and n ig h t sta tion.

*  *  *

F R E E  M U R D E R E R  —  A  li ly -w h ite  grand ju ry  
in  M obile , A labam a, re fused to  in d ic t  a w h ite  
man who beat to  death a N egro when he started 
ta lk in g  to  h im  about the  P res iden t’s C iv il R igh ts  
report.
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CIO Packinghouse Workers Resist 
Meat Trust Strikebreaking Moves

Klan Flogs War Veteran

V ic tim  o f a savage flo g g in g  by the K u  K lu x  K lan , ex-G I 
Joseph B e rry  (1 ) was found bent aga inst a tree, bleeding severe­
ly  from  a mass o f w e lts  across his back. Three adm itted  members 
o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  have been arrested by Georgia police and 
charged w ith  the b ru ta l assault. Police C h ie f Neal E ll is  examines 
the 2 -foo t lea the r s trap  used fo r  the beating. Federated P ictures

By Barbara Bruce

April 27 — Throughout the country, the meat barons are 
tempt to open strike-bound packing plants. Despite all reports 
packing houses are still not op­
erating. Failing in their efforts 
to get workers back in the struck 
plan ts by th rea ts  and promises, 
the packers are t r y in g  to  break 
the CIO  s tr ike , now in  its  seventh 
week, by  police violence. B u t the 
s tr ik e  rem ains solid.

F o r ty  f iv e  s tr ike rs  in Kansas 
C ity , Kansas, were beaten by 
c lub-sw ing ing  ’police in a bloody 
attack on U P W  members last 
Ft iday.

Today CIO president P h ilip  
M u rra y  called fo r  a federa l in ­
vestiga tion  o f the beatings. Ralph 
M. Baker, d is tr ic t  CIO d irecto r, 
condemned the a ttack  as a “ most 
senseless, unreasoning and vicious 
exh ib ition  o f common b ru ta li ty . ”
“ B E A T  T H E M  A L L ”

B razen ly defending the assault 
by the Kansas C ity  police force,
Detective Captain E li D ah lin  de­
clared, “ W e’l l  beat them a il on 
the head i f  necessary.”

Ralph H e lste in , U P W  presi­
dent, protested to  U.S. A tto rn e y  
General C lark  the “ b ru ta l and 
w anton”  beating  o f p ickets in 
Kansas C ity . H e lste in  stated the 
action “ deprives residents o f th e ir  
c iv il r ig h ts ”  and called on C la rk  
fo r  im m edia te action. W orkers at 
e igh t pack ing  p lan ts, p rev iously  
unaffected by the  na tiona l s trike , 
have been called ou t in  the  K a n ­
sas C ity  area.

resorting to violence in an at- 
of increasing meat production,

In  Chicago, a fun e ra l procession 
o f 5,000 packinghouse workers 
fo llowed a hearse bearing the 
body o f Santos Cicardo, k illed  
last week on an A rm ou r p icket 
line. Representatives o f a ll C IO  
unions met w ith  Police Commis­
sioner John Prendergast to p ro ­
test police violence in  the s tr ik e  
and demand the ouster o f a police 
captain . Union men were aroused 
over the death o f Santos who was 
crushed under the wheels o f a 
truck  en te ring  the s truck  A rm ou r 
p lant. Union leaders accused the 
police captain o f in s tru c tin g  the 
truck  d r iv e r to d rive  th rough the 
picket line.

Chicago m in is te rs , p ro testing  
violence aga inst the pack ing­
house s tr ike , jo ined the p icket 
lines a t the A rm o u r p lan t.

Two s tr ik e  breakers who ad­
m itted  c a rry in g  guns in an a t­
tem pt to fo rce  th e ir  way through 
a p icket line  a t the strike-bound 
A rm o u r p la n t in Omaha, Nebi’as- 
ka, were sentenced to tw o  years 
each in  the state pen iten tia ry . 
They pleaded g u ilty  to charges of 
c a rry in g  concealed weapons.

A  woman picket, M rs. M arie 
Brow der, m other o f an 11-year- 
old boy, was hospita lized in A t ­
lan ta , Georgia, a f te r  she was 
s truck  down by a truck  a tte m p t­
in g  to  en ter the A rm o u r p lan t.

N ine members o f Loca l 37 in

Big Steel Leads Attack on Wages
(Continued fro m  page 1)

free  to  exercise th e ir  economic 
s treng th  i f  n ianagem ent’s sh o rt­
sightedness and stubbornness 
force them  to do so.”

However, the U A W  offic ia ls  
have advanced no un ified s tra tegy  
o f action fo r  a serious wage 
fig h t. They s t i l l  seem to  be con­
tem p la tin g  a suic ida l “ one-at-a- 
tim e ”  po licy, th is  tim e centered 
on Chrysler.

ELECTRICAL:
O ffic ia ls  o f the CIO U nited 

E le c trica l W orkers “ inde fin ite ly  
recessed”  wage nego tia tions w ith  
the two la rges t corpora tions in  
the in d u s try , General E le c tr ic  and 
W estinghouse.

P R IC E -C U T  P R E T E X T
W estinghouse, wh ich prev iously  

had in tim a ted  i t  m ig h t g ra n t 
some s lig h t increases, announced 
the day a f te r  U.S. Steel’s move 
th a t i t  would g ive  no pay in ­
creases. I ts  p re te x t is  a claimed 
p rice -cu t o f $3,125,000 a year— a

fra c tio n  o f a per cent o f its  to ta l 
sales. General E le c tr ic  also an­
nounced a 5% price  Cut on a 
sm all category o f e lec trica l power 
equipment.

GE p ro fits  in  the f irs t  three 
m onths o f 1948 were oyer 25 
m illio n  do lla rs— a 42% increase 
over, the same q u a rte r in  1947. 
W estinghouse’s 14 m illio n  d o lla r 
p ro fits  in th is  yea r’s f ir s t  qu a rte r 
are 27% h igher than la s t yea r’s.

U E  leaders, fo llo w in g  the  po licy 
o f M u rray , have announced no 
specific Wage demands and p ro ­
posed no program  o f action. 
A lthough  the S ta lin is t leaders o f 
U E  are in  b it te r  c o n flic t w ith  the 
M urray  machine over po litica l 
policies, they are obviously t r y ­
ing  to take th e ir  cue from  M u r­
ray on wage m atte rs  and fo llow  
the lead o f the steel union.

MEATPACKING:
100,000 CIO packinghouse w o rk ­

ers, employed by the “ B ig  F o u r”  
o f the m eat tru s t, A rm ou r, W il­
son, S w ift  and Cudahy, are con­

tin u in g  th e ir  b it te r  s ix  week 
s tr ik e  fo r  c o s t-o f- liv in g  wage in ­
creases.

They are res is ting  a head-on 
a ttem p t o f the companies to 
smash th e ir  s tr ik e  by violence 
and a flan k  a tta ck  by the gov­
ernm ent in  the fo rm  o f a “ fa c t- 
fin d in g ”  rep o rt suppo rting  the 
companies’ m iserable o ffe r o f a 9- 
cent increase. The union demand­
ed 29 cents.

A  flock o f local in jun c tion s  have 
been issued by  com p lian t judges 
in the various packing centers 
aga inst tbe union. Behind th is  
legal cover, police and company 
s trikebreakers are t r y in g  to 
smash p icke t lines w ith  arm ed 
violence.

E ffo rts  o f the governm ent to 
in tervene and effect a settlem ent 
th rough  m ediation appear headed 
on the rocks. A  governm ent- 
sponsored m eeting between the 
union and A rm ou r representatives 
was ab rup tly  recessed on A p r i l 
27, when A rm o u r refused to  yie ld 
an inch. The packers take the 
position tha t w ith  local and

federal governm ent aid they can 
break the s trike .

MARITIME:
Representatives o f the ch ie f 

A tla n tic  and G u lf Coast shipping- 
lines have countered CIO N a ­
tio n a l M a ritim e  U n ion  demands 
fo r  wage increases and im proved 
conditions w ith  th e ir  ow n com­
plete rev is ion  o f the present con­
trac t.

T h is  rev is ion  provides no wage 
increases and would destroy the 
founda tion  o f the  un ion ’s security , 
the un ion h ir in g  ha ll. Basing 
themselves on the T a ft-H a rt le y  
A c t, the companies demand th a t 
h ir in g  th rou gh  the un ion hiring- 
ha ll be abandoned and th a t the 
d isc rim in a to ry  h ir in g  practices 
which prevailed in  the days be­
fo re  un ionism  be restored.

The em ployers have offered 
s im ila r  loaded con tracts to en­
gineers and rad io  office rs o f the 
CIO M arine Engineers Beneficial 
Association.

F a rib a u lt, M innesota, were a r ­
rested on contem pt charges and 
released on $500 ba il.

A t  W est Fargo, N . D., an in ­
ju nc tion  was g ranted to  A rm ou r, 
w h ich d ra s tica lly  lim ite d  p icke t­
ing. A  s tr ik e  o f union stockyard 
w orkers a t W est F argo  was post­
poned te m p o ra rily  bu t m ay be 
called “ a t a la te r date.”  Stock 
handlers have been ne go tia tin g  
w ith  the stockyards company fo r  
a wage increase.

F o r the f irs !  tim e since' the 
packinghouse s tr ik e  began, p ick ­
ets turned back 150 o ffice  and 
superv isory workers at the S w ift  
plant in Sioux C ity , Iowa. Union 
representatives said the action 
was a rep risa l against the com­
pany’s a ttem pt to b rin g  in  fou r 
cars o f cattle .

Local 50 in M ilw aukee reached 
an agreem ent w ith  police o ffic ia ls  
to l im it  police to on ly fo u r  o r f iv e  
on p icke t lines a t P lank ing ton  
and A rm o u r meat packing p lants. 
Union o ffic ia ls  w i l l  be responsible 
fo r  m a in ta in in g  order.

In  W illm a r, M innesota, E in a r 
K u iv inen, president o f the  M in ­
nesota F arm ers U n ion , charged 
the “ a rro g a n t refusa l o f the B ig  
F our packers”  to a rb itra te  d i f ­
ferences w ith  the packinghouse 
w orkers has cost the fa rm ers  
"trem endous losses.”  The Union 
has o ffe red  repeatedly to  settle 
the s tr ik e  by a rb itra tio n , bu t has 
been tu rned  down cold by the 
packers on every occasion.

S trike rs  in (he South St. Paul 
area have been m ark ing  tim e  as 
in ju n c tive  hearings on re s tra in ­
in g  orders issued to A rm o u r and 
S w ift  companies came to  a con­
clusion in  Dakota county d is tr ic t 
court th is  week. A  decision w ill 
be handed down on or before M ay 
4. H earings on a re s tra in in g  order 
granted to Cudahy have been 
postponed to  June 1.

CIO in te rn a tio n a l representa­
tives and fu l l  tim e  o ff ic ia ls  o f 
CIO locals met th is  a fte rnoon in  
South St. Paul to  m obilize 60,000 
C IO  members in  M innesota behind 
the packinghouse s tr ike rs . A  
campaign, to  ra ise $100,000 was 
launched and funds were c o n tri­
buted to  he lp finance the da ily  
broadcast, “ On the P icket L ine ,”  
sponsored by U P W  locals in  South 
St. Paul.

MILWAUKEE
M A Y  D A Y  C E L E B R A T IO N  

M ovie :
“ Czar to Len in ”
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The Growing Militarization of America
By Paul Schapiro

T H E  M IL IT A R IZ A T IO N  OF 
A M E R IC A , A Report Issued by 
A lb e rt E inste in , D o ro thy Can- 
field F isher, Reuben Gustavson, 
W illia m  .1. M illo r , S. J., A r th u r  
M organ, Ray Lym an W ilb u r and 
F ifteen  Others, N a tiona l Coun­
c il A ga ins t C onscrip tion, 1013 
18th St., W ashington 6, D. C., 
1948, 32pp., 10c.

This report was presented re­
cently by a group o f distinguish­
ed educators, scientists, minis- 
ers and assorted libera ls , who 
were alarm ed by the increasing 
con tro l o f the m il ita ry  over A m er­
ican life . A m p ly  documented, i t  
gives an excellent p ic tu re  o f how 
the Brass H a ts  are m ilita r iz in g  
the governm ent, science, educa­
tion  and indus try .

In  a l l  sections o f the govern­
m ent, the re p o rt shows, m il ita ry  
men have stepped in to  im p o rta n t 
positions, and scores o f  ju n io r 
brass hats have go t lesser posts. 
Especia lly  is the State D e pa rt­
m ent dom inated by the m ilita ry . 
Th is was acknowledged by the 
A rm y  and N avy B u lle tin  o f 
J a n u a ry  18, 1947, w h ich  sta ted: 
“ Today the A rm y  has v ir tu a l con­
t ro l o f fo re ig n  a ffa irs , commenc­
in g  on the home fro n t  w ith  Gen­
eral M arsha ll as Secretary and his 
A ss is ta n t Secretary o f State ( fo r  
occupied areas) M aj. Gen. John 
H. H illd r fn g , who d irects the 
m il ita ry  commanders co n tro llin g  
ou r fo re ig n  po licy  in  occupied 
Europe and A s ia .”  Since then, 
General H illd ’r in g  has resigned—  
to be replaced b y  General Charles 
Saltzm an, V ice - P resident and 
Secretary o f the N ew  Y o rk  Stock 
Exchange.

Science too, as a re s u lt o f  the 
huge am ount o f money the A rm y  
and N avy  are spending on financ­
in g  research in  un ive rs ities , is  to-

day a lm ost com ple te ly under the 
thum b o f the m il ita ry .  The bu lk  
o f the scientists are now under 
con tract to w o rk  on pro jects 
under m il ita ry  sponsorship, and 
the general d irec tion  o f most 
scientific  research is tow ard  m il i­
ta ry  purposes.

A rm y  and N avy money pays 
not on ly fo r  professors and equip­
ment hul fo r  the tra in in g  o f 
thousands o f students, who are 
ob ligated to accept m ilita ry  com­
missions. The am ount o f money 
the A rm y  and N avy pour in to  the 
un ive rs ities  o f course insures th a t 
the un ive rs ities  w i l l  th in k  tw ice 
about re fus ing  any o f th e ir  re ­
quests. The educational in s t itu ­
tions w ork closely w ith  the m il i­
ta ry  in  propagandiz ing students 
to jo in  the Reserve O ffice r T ra in ­
ing Corps un its  on the campuses 
and pe rm it ROTC m il ita ry  page­
a n try  to dom inate the proceed­
ings at g raduation exercises. 
Present plans o f the A rm y  call 
to r  the expansion o f the already 
swollen college ROTC enrollm ent 
lo  five tim es its  present size. And 
“ i f  com pulsory m ilita ry  tra in in g  
«ere  to be passed,”  th is  section 
o f the report concludes, “ under 
the proposed plan alm ost every 
college would be forced to accept 
ROTC, thus m aking  complete the 
A rm y ’s penetra tion o f the college 
campus.”

The m ilita r iz a tio n  o f  science 
and education which the brass 
hats have effected and which they 
plan to extend is on ly  the prelude 
to th e ir  p lan to m ilita r iz e  the 
lives o f the w orkers  in the fac­
tories w ith  the aid and coopera­
tion  o f the bosses. “ The New 
Y ork  T im es o f M ay 29, 1947, in  
re p o rtin g  speeches by General 
Brehon Som ervell and General 
Leslie Groves a t a d inner o f the 
N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Conference 
Board, stated th a t Som ervell w ith  
Groves’ f u l l  backing had said, 
‘In d u s try  m ust be kept fro m  year 
to  year in  the same state o f semi-

m ob iliza tion  as our armed forces.’
He urged business and in d u s tr ia l 
leaders to nom inate th e ir  best 
men to  adv isory  com m ittees to 
w ork  w ith  the  A rm y  and N avy 
M un itions  Board and o the r m il i­
ta ry  councils.”  A rm y  in s tru c to rs  
are now to u rin g  the  country , 
g iv in g  reserve officers and “ in ­
du s tria l leade rs .. .  courses in v ita l 
aspects o f in d u s tr ia l m ob iliza ­
tio n .”

W O R KERS C O N SC R IPTIO N

The f irs t  p a r t o f the plan is 
a lready being p u t in to  effect w ith  
the o rgan iza tion  o f com pany- 
sponsored m il ita ry  un its  among 
w o rkers  in  ra ilroads, tru c k in g  
companies, hospita ls, chemical 
concerns and a irc ra f t  and au to ­
m otive industries, wh ich, when 
activa ted, w i l l  receive standard 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  under the com ­
mand o f a reg u la r reserve o ffice r, 
i f  possible fro m  the business 
itse lf. “ In case o f w a r the A rm y  
could call on those organ iza tions 
fo r  men who could be p u t in to  the 
field as fu n c tio n in g  u n its  w ith o u t 
long tra in in g .”  The next p a r t o f 
the p lan would not “ begin w ith  
w a r bu t w ith  the approach o f an 
em ergency.”  I t  Would, however, 
chain labor down even m ore than 
was done in the la s t w a r. W o rk ­
ers would be conscripted fo r  
m ilita ry  service or fo r  fac to ry  
labor, w ith o u t being allowed to 
choose the in d u s try  o r geogra­
phical area they would w o rk  in. 
A ll s trikes  would be prohib ited . 
Wages would be contro lled and a 
drastic ra tio n in g  system, reduc­
ing the “ requirem ents o f the 
domestic c iv ilia n  economy to a 
m in im um ,”  would be ins titu ted .

The re p o rt concludes by s ta tin g  
th a t the same p a tte rn  o f m il i ta r ­
ism w h ich characterized Nazi 
Germ any and p re -w ar Japan now 
exists in  la rge  measure in  the 
U n ited  States. Here lies the re ­
p o r t ’s basic weakness. D u rin g  the

w a r we were to ld  th a t we had 
to crush German and Japanese 
m ilita r is m . Once we had done 
th is , we w ould have perpetual 
peace. As fo r  our own generals, 
they were said to be servants of 
the people, who ju s t wanted to 
get the w a r over w ith  and were 
not concerned about th e ir  own 
power. Now, a few  sho rt years 
a fte r  the w a r, m any o f the same 
libe ra ls  who were its  best propa­
gandists are frig h te n e d  by these 
same generals, who are m uscling 
in everywhere. How did th is  come 
to be? The re p o rt does no t g ive 
a word o f exp lanation.

T H E R E  IS NO P E A C E
The tru th  is th a t cap ita lism  has 

entered a period o f perm anent 
m ilita r iz a tio n . “ T h e r e  is no 
peace,”  proclaimed, the M ilita n t 
on V -J  Day in  the m ids t o f the 
hosannahs fo r  peace. Events have 
dem onstrated the correctness o f 
th is  assertion. U n ited  States im ­
pe ria lism , the c itadel o f w o rld  
cap ita lism  surrounded by w o rk ­
ing-class and colon ia l unrest, 
m ust a rm  to the teeth to  sup­
press revo lu tion  and to crack open 
the .Soviet U n ion fo r  the w orld  
m arke t in  order to  m a in ta in  
its e lf. A rm in g  fo r  w ar, i t  m ust 
en large the  power o f those who 
run the w a r machine.

It is  the lack o f understand ing 
o f th is  process by (he au thors o f 
the report which causes them to  
om it an im p o rtan t item  in th e ir 
descrip tion o f the m ilita r iz a tio n  
o f A m erica : the ties between the 
Brass Hats and B ig  Business. 
The members o f the m ilita ry  
caste have, o f course, always 
been fa ith fu l se rv ito rs  o f ca p ita l­
ism, but the w ar caused them to 
w ork  more closely w ith  the 
representatives o f b ig  business 
than ever before, ’today the gen­
erals are a llied w ith  the ex­
ecutives o f heavy in d u s try  in 
c a rry in g  th rough  th e ir  huge 
arm am ents program . The key man

in  th is  a lliance is S ecre tary o f 
Defense F orresta l. fo rm er pres i­
dent o f the great W a ll Street 
banking firm  D illon  - Read. The 
alliance was form ed d u rin g  the 
w ar under the aegis o f F orres ta l 
and his opposite num ber in  the 
W ar D epartm ent, Under-Secre­
ta ry  o f W ar Patterson, another 
W’a ll S treet man. In  the very 
m idst o f the war, Charles E. W il­
son, President o f General E le c tr ic  
and V ice-Chairm an o f Roosevelt’s 
W’a r P roduction Board, looking 
ahead, advocated a perm anent 
w ar economy in the post-w ar 
period fo r the U n ited States 
dom ination o f the w orld , w ith  the 
brass hats and the s ilk  hats w o rk ­
ing together.

A t  a m eeting o f the A rm y  
Ordnance Association on January  
19, 1944, he said: "T he  experience 
o f tw o years has shown con­
c lus ive ly  th a t in du s try , cooperat­
ing- w ith  the A rm y  and N avy 
makes fo r  a very  effective com­
b ina tion , a com bination th a t 
should be extended in to  the post­
w a r period to the end th a t we 
m ig h t m a in ta in  a t a ll tim es 
leadership in the technica l and 
operations sup e rio rity  o f the im ­
plem ents o f w ar. . . The burden 
is on a ll o f  us to in te g ra te  our 
respective ac tiv itie s  —  p o litica l, 
m il ita ry ,  and in d u s tr ia l, because 
we are in w o rld  po litics  to  stay, 
w hethe r we like  i t  o r no t.”

W O R LD  D O M IN A T IO N
“ We are in w o rld  po litics  to  

stay, w hether we like  i t  or n o t” —  
th is  is W ilson ’s w ay o f saying 
th a t Am erican finance cap ita l 
m ust seek to dom inate the w o rld . 
To do so, i t  m ust, as lie makes 
clear, " in te g ra te ”  its  ‘ ‘p o litica l, 
m il ita ry  and in d u s tr ia l”  forces.

The s trugg le  aga inst the m il i­
ta riza tio n  o f A m erica , the re fo re , 
is a s trugg le  aga inst W a ll S treet, 
and i t  can be b rough t to  a v ic ­
to rious conclusion on ly  by a 
revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  class.


