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RED-BAITERS SWEEP UAW CONVENTION
Labor Needs 
To Check Up 
On Congress

B y  F a r re ll  D o b b s

Chicago Tribune 
Attacks Carlson 
For Nov. 7 Talk

A s Congress convenes again, prices are reaching in to le r
able levels. T he  T a ft-H a rt le y  A c t threatens the existence of 
the unions. D isc rim in a tio n  and segregation w eigh  dow n ¡on 
the m in o r ity  groups. A n ti- la b o r hood lum ism  is spreading om i
nously. T he  th rea t o f depression continues to  advance. T a lk  
o f another w a r is reaching the hysteria  stage.

P o lit ic a l resp on s ib ility  fo r these threats to  the w e ll-be ing  
o f the people and these attacks on th e ir  r ig h ts  rests upon the 
T ru m a n  A d m in is tra tio n  and Congress. T rum an , o f course, 
denies h is g u ilt. B u t so does each Congressman. H o w  can 
you  get the goods not o n ly  on T ru m a n  b u t also on 'the Repre
sentative from  your d is tr ic t and the  Senators from  yo u r state?

Here are some im m ediate p ractica l steps tha t can be taken 
by union m ilita n t#  w ho are concerned about the apathy in  po
l it ic a l a ffa irs  th a t usua lly  sets in  a fte r e lection tim e. F irs t, 
press fo r  the designation o f s tanding com m ittees by the C IO  
P o lit ic a l A c tio n  C om m ittee and the' A F L  L a b o r’s Educationa l | 
and P o lit ic a l League, and o ther un ion  bodies. T hen  keep tab 
th ro u g h  such com m ittees on a ll pub lic  o ffic ia ls  elected in  you r 
area.

F o r example, a stand ing P o lit ic a l Check-Up C om m ittee 
organized by a local PA C , L E P L , o r trade un ion  body m ig h t 
place at the top  o f its  agenda day-by-day coverage o f the ac
t iv it ie s  o f the Congressman fro m  its  d is tr ic t. B y  fo llo w in g  the 
Congressional Record ($1.50 a m onth, Superin tendent o f D ocu
ments, G overnm ent P r in t in g  O ffice , W a sh ing ton  25, D . C.) the 
com m ittee could note every speech arid vote o f the p o litic ia n  
i t  is w atch ing .

In  add ition  a study o f tho  special reports  and records pub
lished by the Congressional com m ittees o f w h ich  he is a m em 
ber w ou ld  help keep track  o f h is o ther pub lic  activ ities .

The P o lit ica l Check-Up C om m ittee Would then reg u la rly  
report back the results o f its  in v e s tig a te d  on the a c tiv ity —  or 
lack o f a c tiv ity — on key issues o f the Congressman i t  has un
der the m icroscope.

The P o lit ica l Check-Up C om m ittee w ou ld  especially fo l
lo w  how  the Congressman fig h ts — or fa ils  to  f ig h t— fo r leg is
la tio n  in  behalf o f labor. I t  w ou ld  w atch  closely: to  see w ha t 
he does— or fa ils  to do— about specific demands fo r action sub
m itted  to h im  by the unions.

F u ll p u b lic ity  at un ion m eetings and in  the local trade 
un ion  press w ou ld  keep the electorate o f the area constantly  
aware of how  the men they pu t in  o ffice  are acting  and whose 
interests they are serving.

The w o rk  o f such P o lit ica l Check-Up Com m ittees w ou ld  
break ground fo r the next election. W eek by week the cam
paign promises of the candidate w ou ld  be measured against 
h is perform ance in  office. Step by step the lesson w ou ld  be 
d riven  home th a t the Dem ocrats and Republicans are to o ls 'o f 
B ig  Businuess who m ust be swept ou t of office. The need fo r 
a Labor P a rty  w ou ld  become so clear and inescapable th a t its  
actua l o rgan iza tion  w ou ld  be g rea tly  hastened.

Greek Puppet Gov't 
Outlaws Free Press

The Sophoulis-Tsa ldaris puppet governm ent set up by the 
U. S. State D epartm ent has abolished freedom o f the press in  
Greece. A l l  w o rk in g  class newspapers th a t c r itic ize  W a ll 
S treet’s Greek qu is lings face savage penalties. George Dala-
m angy, ed ito r of the T ro ts k y - -̂ "  ^ d------------------------------------
is t newspaper, The W o rke rs ’

Target is Free Thought 
At University of Chicago

C H IC A G O , N ov. 12 —  The 
reactionary Chicago Tribune 
today launched w ha t m igh 
w e ll be the beg inn ing  o f a fu ll- 
fledged rcd-oa:::ng drive against 
freedom of thought on the Uni
versity of Chicago campus. I t  sin
gled out for attack Grace Carlsoi 
of the Socialist Workers Party, ar.-. 
Marvin Shaw, National Youth D i
rector of the Communist (Stalinist 
Party, who recently spoke on tin 
campus.

“A small but active group o: 
University of Chicago campus radi
cals,” declared this mouthpiece of 
Big Business, "sponsor a stream ol 
speakers who rail against the Amer
ican way of life and call upon stu
dents to organize and to ‘fight the 
forces of reaction and U. S. im
perialism’."

Shaw spoke before an audience of 
13 at the Campus Communist Club. 
Grace Carlson spoke to 75 students 
at a meeting sponsored by the 
Marxists’ Club.

The Tribune quoted extensively 
from Grace Carlson’s talk on “The 
Russian Revolution — Thirty Years 
After” ; but distorted her remarks to 
give them a sinister and "blocdy” 
character.

Speaking on Nov. 7, the anni
versary' of the 1917 Revolution that 
placed a Workers’ arid Farmers’ 
Government in power in Russia, 
she explained that this mighty 
event in human history had showed 
the workers of the entire world a 
way out of the capitalist barbarism.

This held true, she said, not only 
for the workers of Europe and -the 
colonial countries, but for the 
American working class as well.

She attacked the Stalinist bu
reaucracy for its betrayal of the 
principles of genuine revolutionary , 
internationalism laid down by Len
in, Trotsky and the other Bolshe
viks. Stalinism, she pointed out, 
blocks the road the workers must j 
follow to create the socialist world j 
of plenty that will truly represent [ 
the interests of the overwhelming i 
mass of the people.

The M ach ine  T h a t N ever Pays O f f
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Trial of James Hickman 
Nears Climax In Chicago

__ - . . .  ’* «: i *  ̂ 1, v- *• . * x , ■VVv ‘ .
C H IC A G O , Nov. 12— Tears came to  the  eyes of M rs. Anna H ickm an  as she-4old,^ jy r y  

o f s ix men and six women h o w  fire  had swept th rough  her a ttic  room  in  a dilapictated Chicago 
'tenement last January, ta k ing  the lives o f fo u r o f her ch ild ren. H e r ’husband, James H ic k 
man, is under ind ic tm e n t fo r  the m urder o f th e ir  landlo rd , D av id  Coleman, w hom  he h61d re
sponsible fo r  the fire  and the'*''— ~~z— .r— r  r  zz:~\----------------- :— — — :  - -r  ii n I-if rim t.h nf the four Hiekmon . man at a later coroners inquest, he

Strong M inority Resists 
Retreat on Taft-Hartley 
Slave Labor Measure 

BULLETIN
A T L A N T IC  C IT Y , N ov. 12—  The R cu th e r-A C T U   

bloc of red-baiters, as was expected, captured a ll top posts"j 
in  elections today and Tuesday in  the C IO  U n ite d  A u to  * 
W orkers  C onvention here.

W a lte r R euther, unopposed by any m a jo r candidate, 
was re-elected President w ith  5,593 /otes. The Thom as- 
Addes-Leonard caucus supported no candidate.

O pposition  to  R euther was registered by delegates * 
w ith  a to ta l o f 1,903 votes. There were 1,219 abstentions 
and delegates w ith  344 votes were recorded absent. T w o  
o ther candidates ran. John De V ito , C leveland L oca l 45,-; 
go t 304 vo tes; E dw ard  M u rph y , D e tro it Loca l 205, had 3 6 ,| 

E m il Maaey, R euther’s candidate, aided by the red
b a iting  sweep, w on the secre tary-treasurership  fro m  th e : 
incum bent George Addes by a vote o f 4,833 to  2,599, „

R ichard  Gosser, U A W  Toledo R egional boss, defeated \ 
incum bent R. J. Thom as, w ho led the a n ti-T a ft O ath  figh t,. 
fo r vice president by a vote o f 5,084 to  2.019.

John L iv in g s to n  defeated the incum bent R ichard  T i l  
Leonard  fo r vice president by a vote o f 5,024 to 1(62?H 
Shelton Tappes, the S ta lin is t-supported  candidate, go t 561 
votes.

fo u r deaths.
In  the Cook C ounty C rim ina l 

C ourt, the defense counsel, 
claiming Hickman was innocent by 
reason of temporary insanity, open
ed their case this morning. Defense 
Attorney M. J. 31yer’s opening 
statement placed the responsibility 
for the shooting of Coleman on 
intolerable living conditions and the

tragic death of the four Hickman
children. . (identified Coleman as the myste-

The state rested its case on Mon- j rious stranger. Willis also told of 
day after presenting eight witnesses, ' his father's anguished cries to God, 
four of them investigating police- of his failure to eat and sleep nor- 
men. Under cross-examination, mally for mere than a month after 
C o 1 e’m a n's half - brother, Percy the fire.
Brown, the prosecution’s best w it- i „  ,  ..
ness, contradicted statements he defense witnesses in 

clude the defendant, Hickman, and
two Chicago psychiatrists, Dr. Wal-

S trugg le, w rite s  us th a t they 
have been unable to find any prin t
er who w ill now dare to handle this 
paper.

The decree, approved Oct. 18, 
bans all papers whose editorial pol
icy might be construed as “ against 
the safety of the state.”  The staffs 
of papers so designated are subject 
to arrest and court-martial with a 
possible death sentence. All facili
ties used in connection with publi
cation of the paper are to be con
fiscated, including linotypes, print
ing presses, etc.

“ I t  is believed that the suppres
sion of the Communist news
papers," declared the Oct. 19 Paris 
edition of the Herald Tribune, “ was 
the result of an agreement between 
the British and American ambas
sadors in Athens.’’
‘ Another bill has been submitted 

to Parliament prohibiting publica
tion of new newspapers and maga
zines without a permit from the 
Press Ministry and approval by a 
special committee. Harsh penalties 
are provided for underground pub
lications.

On the same day that freedom of 
the press was abolished, police

all the furniture. Similar 
action was taken against the estab
lishment that printed the paper. 
Another Stalinist publication, Elef- 
iheri, was likewise suppressed.

On the following day, 10 former 
members of the ELAS, the Greek 
Liberation A rm y, were executed, and 
on Oct. 21 another 13 were shot. 
These men were among the 52 con
demned to death since Sophoulis 
was insinllcd.

Set up at the prompting of the 
U. S. State Department, the So
phoulis regime was designed to give 
a more “ democratic”  coloring to the ( 
application of the Truman Doctrine 
in Greece. The fonner Maximos- 
Tsaldaris regime, with its mass ar- | 
rests and mass deportations, had 
drawn unfavorable criticism upon , 
the Truman Administration in  
America.

Sophoulis announced a general 
“ amnesty.”  But as the capitalist 
press itself admits, this “ amnesty” 
has “ so far been extended only to 
members of. semi-official organiza
tions who were guilty of attacks 
against democrats and who now are 
enrolled in  the ‘national guard.’ ”  
(Press Agency of France, Oct 19.)

Meanwhile living conditions in 
Greece continue to deteriorate. The

This is part of the mob that heckled, started scores of fist fights, 
frequently gave the Nazi salute and finally succeeded in smashing 
a Progressive Citizens of America rally in Philadelphia Independence 
square. (Federated Pictures)

had made earlier at a coroner’s in 
quest. Testimony of other witness
es added nothing to what Hickman 
himself had earlier told the police.
DEFENSE WITNESS

Tire first witness for the defense 
was Will Jackson, .who had lived 
with the Hickmans in the tenement 
at 1733 Washburne at the time of 
the fire. Jackson reported Hick- 
irian had told him after the death 
of the children that he no longer 
had any reason to live.

Jackson testified that Coleman 
had previously threatened to burn 
the tenants out. Another tenant, 
Mrs. Julia Rodgers, corroborated 
this statement.

On the witness stand Mrs. Hick
man recalled her husband’s vow at 
the birth of their first child that 
“a voice from above” hr«d charged 
him with “protecting and keeping 
together” his family; She said 
Hickman, a deeply religious man, 
had frequently repeated this vow. 
After the shooting of Coleman, she 
related, Hickman told her he had 
been "compelled” to do it  and that 
then he “ felt better.”
SAW STRANGER

Hickman’s oldest son, Willis, 21, ; 
told the jury that he had seen a 
stranger in the tenement a few | 
hours before the fire, and that i 
when his mother pointed out Cole-

ter Adams and Dr. Boris Ury. They 
are expected to testify as to Hick
man’s mental condition, at the time 
of the shooting, as a result of his 
accumulated grief and despair over 
his family’s tragedy.
BLAME FOR TRAGEDY

The case w ill probably go to the 
jury either Friday or Monday.

Counsel for Hickman was ob
tained by the Hickman Defense 
Committee, organized in this and 
other cities by sympathetic indi
viduals with the endorsement of 
numerous labor, liberal, Negro and 
community organizations.

Willoughby Abner, chairman of 
the Hickman Defense Committee 
and vice-president of the Chicago 
CIO Council, has placed the blame 
for the shooting on social condi
tions, "the lack of adequate hous
ing and the racial restrictions which 
compel the Negro people to live 
under conditions of congestion which 
are a constant danger to life and 
health.”

R eso lu tio n  A g a in s t  
T a f t -H a r t le y  A ct 

—  See P ag e  2  —

B y  A r t  P re is
A T L A N T IC  C IT Y , N ov. 11— W a lte r  R euther and 

pow er machine, in  b loc w ith  the priest-dom inated AssociafwjW 
o f C atho lic T rade  U n ion is ts  and assured o f a b ig  m a jo r ity , a rS  
d riv in g  ru th less ly  to smash a ll opposition  and establish c o n l l  
plete co n tro l over the C IO  U n ite d  A u tom ob ile  W o rke rs  at i t j i  
11th C onvention; w h ich  began N ov. 9 at the C onvention  H a l l |

• • ;■ S'- , . .J| n, ___ „ y  ■ '
R id in g  the tide  o f red -ba iting  reaction th a t flows/ s tra ^g lU  

from  the U . S. State D epart--*  
m ent and the Thom as-R ankin  
C o m m i t t e e ,  R euther has 
emerged at th is  convention as 
a leading authentic  spokesman 
inside the American labor move
ment for the Truman Doctrine, now 
rc-baptised as the Marshall Plan, 
and its contemplated atomic war 
for world mastery.
REACTION RIDES HIGH 

He and his allies have placed the 
stamp of the Truman Doctrine on 
this convention, although he has 
carefully refrained from any. utter
ance of that phrase. But the at
mosphere of unrestrained red-bait
ing, intimidation and terror that 
reigns—with “ Get the Commies” 
as the Reutherite battle-cry—shows 
unmistakably the alien source of 
Reuther’s policy.

This was made even clearer yes-

REUTHERITE FACTION  
GIVES UP STRUGGLE  
ON YELLOW-DOG OATH

A T L A N T IC  C IT Y , Nov. 11— A  strong  m in o r ity , repre 
senting a th ird  o f the delegates, fo ug h t fo r  fo u r hours yeste#| 
day afternoon at the C IO  U n ite d  A u to  W o rke rs  convention 
here against compliance w ith  the T a ft-H a rt le y  “ yellow-dog 
oath.

T he y  battled  fori the adoption of the m a jo r ity  repo rt o f t h ^  
Resolutions C om m ittee which"*'.

FBI AND HOODLUMS SPUR RED HYSTERIA

squads rolled up to the offices of , cost of living in Greece is now high- 
the Stalinist newspaper Rizopastis. ; er than any other country in west- 
They seized the entire edition, took ern Europe, being now 16,629% 
down the newspaper’s sign and re- above the 1937 level.

F o llo w in g  close a fte r the 
suppression of meetings and 
c iv il libe rties  in  the N ew  Jer- 
sey-Philadelphia area comes a 
warning that the U. S. government 
is conspiring to launch a series of 
raids which will further whip up 
the hysteria against “ reds” and 
democratic rights.

O. John Rogge, fonner high of
ficial in the Attorney General’s 
Department, revealed that Wash
ington was preparing a “dramatic 
round-up of dozens of Communist 
leaders and alleged fellow travel
lers,” to coincide with the open
ing of the special session of Con
gress Nov. 17.

According to Rogge, who appar
ently still has sources of informa
tion in the Attorney General’s of-

ficc, the arrests would be staged 
by the FBI in mid-night raids such 
as those staged after World War 
I by Attorney General A. Mitchell 
Palmer and J. Edgar Hoover. Rogge 
said the purpose of this plot was 
to create an anti-red hysteria and 
he compared it with the “Reichstag 

I Fire” in Nazi Germany.
Meanwhile, the reactionary vigi- 

j lr.nte groups have become bolder, 
steadily expanding the list of “sub- 

| versive” organizations they feel 
| free to attack without fear of gov- 
i eminent or police reprisals. Here 
| is part of the recent record, show
ing the pattern which is being fol- 

' lowed:
Oct. 26: A violent mob prevents 

' a meeting called in Trenton by the 
| Communist Party. First the city 
authorities tried to prevent it. When

the CP got a court injunction for
bidding interference with the meet
ing, the police disregarded it, en
couraging the mob. The next day 
Gov. Driscoll voiced his approval.

Oct. 27: Hoodlums armed with 
clubs in Jersey City try to molest 
people attending a meeting of the 
Progressive Citizens of America 
(PCA). "*’•

Oct. 30: A Newark meeting of the 
CP is prevented as rental of one 
hall after another is denied to 
them by proprietors under pressure 
of the reactionaries and thfe police.

Nov. 1: A PCA rally in Phila
delphia to protest the House Un- 
American Committee, is disrupted 
by hoodlums as the cops stand by- 
smiling.

Nov. 3: A Newark chapter of the 
American Veterans Committee is

barred from the hall it rented at 
the Labor' Lyceum. Warnings of 
violence from reactionaries and city 
police had intimidated the lyceum 
manager. The hall of the CIO Fur 
and Leather Workers was then se
cured, but was cancelled in a few 
hours after police told the manager 
he would not be able to renew his 
beer license if the meeting was 
held there.

First the Stalinists, then the lib 
erals, and then the veterans — that 
is the pattern. Who comes next? 
Obviously, the labor movement is 
next in line of attack, if  this red
baiting tide is permitted to spread 
further. That is why i t  is the duty 
of the labor movement to oppose 
the red-baiting drive in all its 
manifestations. (Sec editorial cn 
Page 4.)

w ou ld  have ins truc ted  the in 
com ing U A W  E xecutive  Board
“not to file financial statements 
or so-called ‘loyalty’ oaths and to 
refrain from taking any other steps 
committing our union to a policy 
of cooperation with the Taft-Hart- 
leyized National Labor Relations 
Board.” (Sec Page 2 for full text.) 
CHALLENGE TO DEBATE 

Vice President R. J. Thomas, who 
placed the issue in the hands of 
the convention by his refusal to 
go along with Walter Reuther’s 
agreement to sign the oath, took 
the lead in fighting Reuther’s be
trayal. He challenged Reuther to 
a debate on the issue before a spe
cial session of the convention. But 
Reuther ducked the challenge.

Reuther’s position was embodied 
in the report of the Resolutions 
Committee minority which makes it 
mandatory for the UAW officers 
"to immediately comply, under pro
test, with the provisions of the 
Taft-Hartley Act which require 
their individual signatures to loyal
ty affidavits, and to file required 
financial statements.”

So strong was the sentiment for 
an immediate' discussion of the 
Taft-Hartley Act, that the Reu-

lerday when he and his lieutenatf®| 
shoved through a resolution of caplM 
filiation to the Taft-Hartley Slai® 
Labor Law, compelling all incomii 
ing UAW officers to sign the dtj-i 
grading “yellow - dog”  affidavitM 
A third of the delegates, under tSB 
leadership of the Thomas-Addes* 
Leonard mucus, courageously vote!® 
against Heather's surrender resoltlS 
tion. But they could not overeonttB 
the reactionary weight that pressjm 
down o:i the convention. j

From the very opening of the con* 
vention on Sunday afternoon, Reiifl 
ther demonstrated what his undi^g 
puted rule promises for the ¡radfj| 
tional interna] demos-acy t-iir . h *  
been such an outstanding 
sive feature of the dynamic 
On the very first point of disput^S 
the question of whether the office® 

(Continued on Pago 3)

therite-ACTU bloc which controls)! 
the convention did not dare to batÿ 
the discussion or cut short debates 
as the Reuther machine had done' 
the day before on the question -of| 
holding elections cf officers^ before; 
the disputed issues were discussed.

Reuther was even impelled to as- 
*ure the convention in advance; 
that “ there w ill be adequate dè>$ 
bate,” an indirect confession of his| 
steamroller tactics the day before:) 

The burden of the Reutherite' 
argument was that i t  was neces
sary to sign the “yellow dog” affi-tj 
davits to "strengthen” the UAW ijH 
fighting the Taft Act. Emil Mazeja 
who is seeking the secretary-treat® 
urership, was the most outspoke» 
proponent of capitulation. 
DEMAGOGIC APPEAL 

He and other Reutherite spe^kV.- 
ers demagogically appealed to t'ho 
delegates “ in the interests of the)-; 
small, weak locals” which they 
claimed could not survive unless- 
they could get the “ services” of 
the boss-dominated NLRB. - .iîÿB  

Thomas answered the capitbfjflH 
ors by stating, “ In  my opinion sigajS 
ing affidavits is not going to solvçfî 
any problems at all that we face* 
in relation to the Taft-I-Iartleyj 

(Continued on Page 2) ' - J
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UA W  Opposition Fights Against Taft-Hartley Act
P rin te d  b e low  is th e  te x t o f th e  re so lu tio n  

on th e  T a f t -H a r t le y  A ct p re se n te d  to  the  U A W  
C o n ven tio n  in A tla n tic  C ity  b y  th e  T h o m a s- 
A d d e s -L e o n a rd  caucus, an d  su p p o rte d  by a p 
p ro x im a te ly  o n e -th ird  o f th e  U A W  delegates . 
In  th e  in te re s ts  of s m o o th e r re ad in g , th e  
“ w h e re a se s ’ ’ in  th e  f irs t  p a r t  o f th e  reso lu tio n  
h a ve  been  o m itte d .—E d.

In defiance of the overwhelming 
irotest of millions of Americans, 
he reactionary 80th Congress has 
lasscd the Taft-Hartley Act. The 
|ije f congressional architect of the 
aw was Senator Robert A. Taft, a 
oil)oration lawyer in the Cincin- 
iati' firm  of Taft, Stettinius and 
iolftster whose clients include the 
’ennsylvania Railroad, the Gruen 
Yatch Company, the General Ma
chinery Company, numerous banks 
,nd traction companies — corpora- 
ions’.that haye fought in the past 
nd continue to fight against all 

“ Srapisrn.
I n ’ the" Senate,' Taft has at all 

lines acted in the interests of his- 
sorporation ’ Clints', and the profi
lers rather than the people. His 
iiou'i Assertions that the Taft-Hart- 

j M j i r  is designed to help labor 
il'h ibt fool the rank-and-file of 

iortcers — any more than i t  fools 
he millionaire publishers and the 
all' i&reet interests who back Mr. 
i t ‘ In' the Senate and who give 

[mr' Their1 law business. 
..jiS'mfamous law’ Was not passed 

, a vafcuum — it  is a vital part of 
' cobrdinatei:! program to destroy 

be living standards of our people 
ir which Republican and Demo- 
‘atic. .parties alike share the re- 
®§ibiHty. i • •• ..

This Act. was passed under the 
jusc of . protecting the country’s 

dtii. and. .welfare, but the same 
■eedy interests behind the bill 
icceeded in voting out price con- 
ol, cancelling rent control, de
coying" ’Worker's rights under the 
[age-Hour Act, protecting monop- 
‘#s^‘ c’ri'i>J)liiig our social insur- 
Ice" system, sabotaging the needs 
, ffllr “farmers, delivering our na- 
mal resources tb ihe public u tili- 
is and lumber lobbies, turning 
:r“ our“ homeless veterans to the 
idfer Imercics of the monojpolistic 

ling and real estate lobbies, and 
ler.wine undermining the welfaro 
our; people* •• ■
Ihfii, .purpose of this Act is to 
.er- -unions powerless to resist 

[age cuts, speed-ups and the res- 
‘ation of sweatshop conditions.

The great International Union, 
UAW-CIO, is a major target of 
those who planned and wrote the 
Taft-Hartley Law. Every major au
tomobile manufacturer testified or 
lobbied for the law. Mr. Theodore 
Iserman, Counsel for the Chrysler 
Corporation, was a major aid to the 
Senate Committee, working closely 
with Taft, Ball and their cohorts. 
The lobbyists for the Allis-Chalmers 
Corporation and the Freuhauf 
Trailer Corporation, Mr. William 
Ingles worked fu ll time for many 
weeks with the House Labor Com
mittee in staging its one-sided hear
ings, and drafting the final bill.

Since passage of the Act, General 
Motors Coiporation, Chrysler, and 
Ford have all attempted to utilize 
the Law against the Union. All of 
them have made every effort to 
get the UAW-CIO to comply with 
the so-called “ loyalty” affidavits 
and the requirement for filing of 
financial statements in order to 
trap the Union into use of the 
employer-dominated National La
bor Relations Board. In  addition, 
the automobile industry publications 
have propagandized with the same 
objective in mind.

Role of the Press
John S. Knight’s Detroit Free I 

Press, the Hearst press all overi 
America, the Luce publications, and 
all other anti-labor publications | 
have supported this plan of the 
auto industry to get our union to 
fall into the clutches of the NLRB. | 
These publications are attempting 
to convince the public that the I 
Taft-Hartley Law is good for La
bor; that only fear of the loyalty j 
affidavit keeps certain union lead
ers from using the NLRB. The Free 
Press accused both Philip Murray 
and John L. Lewis of acting in the 
interests of Moscow because of their 
stand against the Board.

One of the authors of the original1 
Wagner Act. who recently resigned i 
from the NLRB, Hebert Blanken- 
horn, did so because "The Board 
and the Law give labor nothing, 
but hell," and the “ loyalty” affi- ( 
davits are in his words, “a red-

herring . . .  to instill in labor not 
the spirit of fidelity (but) the spirit 
of Fido. who rnqst lie ‘ down, roll 
over and play dead, at the snap 
of a finger."

Use of the Board would mean in 
effect that we let the employers 
tell our Union whom to elect and 
whom we may not elect. The law
sets up a system of inspection and 
approval of union officers by em
ployer-dominated government agen
cies. Labor officials must prove 
they are “ loyal” but employers may 
make use of the Board without any 
proof of their “ loyalty.”

Tire National Labor Relations 
Board, even if it were made up of 
fair-minded men, is not able under 
the Taft-Hartley Law to help labor. 
President Truman estimated that 
it  would take an average of five 
years to handle any case involving 
an election f ' r  bargaining repre
sentative or for union security, and 
in that time a union can be crushed 
and its leadership eliminated.

Financial statements which have 
to be on file with the Secretary of 
Labor and must be mailed to every 
single member offer another rich 
field to employers who seek delay

or defeat" of the union resting its 
case with the Board.

The General Counsel of the 
Board, Robert Denham, now con

sidered “ lahor’s biggest .boss," ' is 
the general manager of the Board.

! He deoides on cases to be handled. 
He runs the field offices. Yet this 

; man’s. record against labor in genj; 
eral and particularly his shameful 

i prejudices against Negro workers 
j during his service as a trial Exam
iner under the old Board, prccipi- 

’ tated protests from all branches of 
organized labor and from the Na
tional Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People.

| Since enactment of the Law, 
Denham has shown that he intends 
to use the Board for no other pur
pose than to perform as the anti- 
Jabor employers of America want 
him to perform. He has agreed to 
consult with the Ball-Taft-Hartley 
Committee, set up under the Law 
to study the operation of the Act, 
before making a policy interpreta
tion, The cases he has initiated 
against the Carpenters Union, the 
International Typographical Union, 
the Teamsters Union, the United 
Mine Workers; his refusal to grant

any delay or hearing to the Steel- 
1 workers and other unions before 

throwing out their old Board cases;.
I his public speeches and his rulings 
— all of this shows a calculated 

| campaign of union-busting.
Despite the ballyhoo that union 

1 rights are protected — under the 
new Board procedure an employer 
has eight major means open to him 
for delaying an election for union 

| security. Even i f  the union wins 
such an election by getting a ma- 

, jority of all workers in the bargain- 
j ing unit (not merely a majority of 
all those voting) the; employer can 

I simply refuse to grant a union shop 
| or any other fqrm of union security.

Anti-Labor Weapons
! For representation elections the 
employer has been given an entire 
arsenal of weapons never available 
to him under the old Wagner, Act. 
These can be used to prevent certi
fication indefinitely.

This Act was adopted at a time 
when all the world is watching the 
vitality of our democratic institu
tions. and the ability of Americans 
to resist fascism and reaction at 
home. Our duty, both as trade

T rum an  in  a Q uandary

President Truman is formally handed the 178-page report of his Committee on Civil Bights, 
which recommended government action against racial and religious discrimination. Truman got 
a lot cf publicity out of the report, but now his Cabinet is said to be engaged in a dispute over 
what to do about it. Racial and religious minoiities w ill not be satisfied unless action is taken 
on the anti-discrimination recommendations; on the other hand, Truman is afraid to antagonize 
the reactionary Southern wing of his party. Mass pressure is still the only way to win the fight 
for equal rights and civil liberties. '  • *£ (Federated Pictures)

Reutherites Put Over 
"Yellow Dog" Compliance

(Continued from Page 1)
Act,”  and anybody who thinks so 
“ is certainly making a mistake, 
which will be proven in the fu
ture.”

He pointed out that the UAW 
was built in General Motors, Chrys
ler, Briggs and other plants when 
the auto workers had no “Wagner 
Act or a Taft-Hartley Act or any
thing else to protect them in any j 
way when they organized a plant.” 
They won their rights in the sit- 
downs and on the picket lines.

The Taft Act, he said, is a “ law 
written by management against 
you.” Labor w ill lose its rights 
under the Taft Act “ whether we 
sign affidavits or not.”

THE REAL ISSUE

The real issue is that those people 
who agree “ to sign away their 
rights as American citizens, give up 
what they are entitled to under the 
law . . . the Constitution of the | 
United States," are allowing reac- | 
tion to cut down their rights “ a | 
little  more and a little more, the 
same as Hitler did in Germany.” 

Delegate John McGill. F lin t ! 
Buick Local 599, declared that the 
attempt to sell the UAW the Taft- j 
Hartley oath “reminds me of one | 
of the biggest mistakes that the 
UAW ever made, and that was in 
that damnable conference in the 
City of Detroit known as the ’Vic- 
tory-Through-Equaliity-of^Sacrifice,’ 
when we walked right into the 
spider’s web.

“ I  hope we are not going to re
peat ourselves in this convention 

, by putting our stamp of approval on

a bill that every one of us heard 
this morning is designed to . enslave 
labor— and that remark was made 
by the President of the CIO, Philip 
Murray, and you all heard It.”

He further pointed out that the 
Rcutherites “ damn the Act from 
hell to breakfast, say it  is a law 
to enslave labor, and at the same 
time say we can get protection 
from it. And, brothers, that don't 
make good arithmetic in my mind.” 

In  his talk for compliance, Emil 
Mazey spoke about the Glenn Mar
tin workers in Baltimore who had 
won an election, before and were 
now faced with a Taft-Hartley elec
tion, but could not participate if  the 
UAW leaders didn’t sign affidavits. 
“What answer have you, Brother 
Thomas and Brother Addes — and 
I  challenge either of you to debate 
on this question — what answer 
have you got to the workers in the 
Glenn Martin plant?”

Thomas promptly interposed from 
the platform, “ I  accept that chal
lenge, Brother Mazey.” But Mazey 
let the matter ride.

Secretary-Treasurer George Ad
des later in the debate took up 
Mazey’s challenge once more, but 
Mazey kept quiet. Addes then enu

merated ten sections of the Taft 
j Act which make i t  “ practically im
possible, even after you sign these 

| affidavits and consent to go along 
with this infamous law to count on 

j getting an election.”
The Reutherites never stated ex- 

I plicitly their real reason for sign- 
| ing the affidavits — but it was 
clear to every delegate. By signing 
these affidavits they hope to give 
assurance to the Big Business gov
ernment that they are not “ reds”

! and to pledge again their loyalty to 
| the Truman Doctrine.

Red-baiting — the stock in trade 
of the Reutherites ■— was the de
cisive factor in winning a majority 
for compliance with toe Taft Act. 

| But red-baiting is no program 
j which can solve the workers’ prob- 
; lems. I t  could swing a majority at 
! this Reuther-ACTU machine-con- 
j trolled convention. But the large 
: minority who fought Reuther on 
j this issue were battling for the in- 
I terests of the auto rank-and-file.
| The ranks w ill applaud this de- 
; termined minority and will turn in 
wrath, as the Taft Act bears down 

¡upon them, upon those leaders who 
| sold the auto workers’ rights down 
I the river for a mess of red herring.

unionists and as citizens of a de
mocracy, demands of us an un
swerving determination that this 
infamous law must be erased from 
the statute books. The liberty of 
workers, like the liberty of all 
our people, was won only after 
bitter struggle. Untold numbers of 
common people have starved and 
suffered, have been beaten and 
black-listed, have been exploited 
and hunted so that labor organiza
tions might have a right to exist 
and flourish as a fundamental part 
of a democratic society.

Acceptance of t,his Act would be
tray the heritage of our, struggles 

| in Flint, Pontiac, South Bend, De.- 
! troit, Cleveland, Anderson, Oakland, 
i Toledo. Chicago, Milwaukee, In - 
i dianapolis, Dallas, Los Angeles, St.
[ Louis and other cities throughout 
¡the length and breadth ¡of our land 
! where toe automobile workers went 
j hungry and spilled their blood so 
i that our, movement might be free.; .

We would not merit the name of 
! free Americans if  we permitted our- 
I selves to live under any part of a 
law which robbed American work- 

; ers of the right to strike, to picket, 
! to pick their own ' leaders, and to 
engage in those concerned activi
ties which are the life blood of our 
movement.
Fight Against Act

Therefore be it resolved: That as 
| good Americans and militant union
ists we will not acquiesce in a law 

; which makes it  a crime to exercise 
I freedom of speech, freedom of press, 
| freedom of assembly. The Consti
tution remains toe law of the land 
and we propose • to enjoy its pro
tection while we ,fight-for repeal of 
this law, and for the welfare and 
happiness of all our people. , .. .

We dedicate ourselves to an un
ceasing campaign against the un- 
American . conspiracy which has 
produced this Act. We pledge our
selves not to permit this Act to 
destroy either the economic or the 
political rights of the people.

Nor w ill we permit the blackmail, 
the threats and the smears of legis
lative hatchet - men o p e r a - t i n g  
through the HouSe antf'¡Senate La
bor Committees to divide or deter 
uS.

Expose Its Purpose
From this day forward we dedi

cate ourselves to the mission of 
obtaining a repudiation and forth
right repeal of this infamous act 

[ and of the reactionary program of 
1 which i t  is a part. We will expose 

to the entire American people the 
reactionary forces which have pro
duced this Act. We will bring our 
message not only to workers but 
to farmers, small businessmen and 
other groups whose economic wel- 

; fare this Act threatens.
! We hereby , dedicate our entire 
membership to work unceasingly jn 
the political field in complete unity

with all labor organizations and 
other progressive groups to insure 
the political repudiation of those 

1 reactionaries who are responsible 
' for the Taft-Hartley Act. Be it 
further

Resolved: That to protect the f i 
nancial status of our individual 
membeis, our locals and our Inter
national no contract be approved 

j by the Regional Directors or toe 
International Executive Board un
less such contracts exempt the local 
unions,* the International Union, 
the union membership, the local of
ficers, toe Regional Directors and 
the International Officers from the 
union-busting liability provisions in 
the Law. Therefore be i t  further

Resolved: That we condemn the 
NLRB and its General Counsel for 
the decision that in cases pending 
under the old Wagner Act local 
unions cannot appear on the ballot' 
and cannot have their unfair labor 
practice Charges processed; that we 
join with Philip Murray and in
stitute a law suit similar to the suit 
filed by the Steel Workers and other 
unions similarly affected challeng
ing this retroactive application of 
the Taft-Hartley Law, and chal
lenging thé constitutionality of the 
“ loyalty" oath provision and other 
provisions of the law, and be it fur
ther

Resolved: That inasmuch as the 
International Association of Ma
chinists has become the principal 
threat to the UAW-CIO, the United 
Steel Workers and the United Elec
trical Workers by its sneak raids 
under the Taft-Hartley Law, that 
the incoming UAW-CIO Interna
tional Executive Board is hereby 
instructed to confer, immediately 
with the Steel, Electrical and other 
CIO unions for the purpose of rais
ing a defense fund of $500,000 or 
more to combat raiding by the IAM 
or any other union, and be it  fur- 

j ther

Refuse to File
Resolved: That inasmuch as John 

! S. Bugas of the Ford Motor Com- 
| pahy, M. E. Coyle, Executive Vice- 
j President of General Motors and 
| other notoriously anti-labor employ- 
j ers as well as Mr. Hartley, Mr. 
Taft and the press have begun a 

j campaign to get our union to co- 
i operate with the NLRB in order to 

’cleanse” any local or International 
leader who objects to speed-up and 
who stands up for the union. The

| incoming International Executive): 
Board, UAW-CIO, is therefore in- 

! structed not to file financial state- 
I incuts or so-called “ loyalty” oaths, 
i and- to refrain from taking any 
! other steps committing our union 
to a policy of cooperation with the 
Taft - Hartleyized National Lahor 
Relations Board, and be it further

Resolved: That we join w ith
President Philip Murray, who in  
declining the services of the Board, 
on behalf of the Steel Workers 
said; ,,,

“ I  stated I  was unwilling to file  
an affidavit that I was not a Com
munist. That is a matter of prin
ciple. I  do not know why the Con-r 
gress of the United States, should’* 
require me to do that, as a citizen.. 
I  think the Congress is very pre
sumptuous, because I  think i f  they 
could do that to me about this 
question of communism, they could 
do it  with any other citizen about 
any other kind of issue. . . .  I t  is 
reasonable to assume that if  a man 
is required to file an affidavit xof 
this description, the Congress that 
enacts legislation of that kind can 
readily enact a law which says to a. 
labor leader: ‘What are you? A 
Catholic, Protestant or Jew?’ . . . 
The Congress had in its mind a 
diabolical piece of work, extremely 
discriminatory in nature, and re
volting to a citizen Who Believes in 
decency and in justice and in. free
dom.” And be it  finally

Show Our Strength
Resolved: That wc instruct the 

incoming International . Executive 
Board to proceed with the organi
zation of the unorganized, the pro
tection of the membership from 
discrimination, and toe. safeguard^ 

i ing cf our present membership and 
contracts. Along with the Steel 
Workers, the Electrical Workers, 
the CIO Southern Organizational 
drive, the UAW-CIO must march 
forward, without help from the 
Board. Before there was ever a 
Wagner Act, the UAW demonstrat
ed its ability to organize the basic 
sections of our industry. Briggs, 
General Motors, and Chrysler and 
many other plants were organized 
without any government aid. Wc 
organized these plants, and protect
ed our members by showing the 
e m p l o y e r s  our own economic 
strength, our unity, and our willing
ness to use that strength whenever 
it  became necessary.

UAW Convention to be 
Discussed in Newark

George Breitman will analyze the 
UAW Convention at the M ilitant 
Labor .Fprym, 423. Spriqgfjeld Ave., 
Newark, on Friday, Nov. 21, at 8:30 
p.m.

Jobless Insurance 
Millions Returned 
To the Employers

N. Y. State unemployment in 
surance official? are preparing 
to »rebate $145,000,000 to employ
ers this year. Workers strug
gling along on the . terribly- in 
adequate unemployment ■; insur
ance allotments would rather see 
this money go to them in . the 
form of. increased weekly bene
fits. Under capitalist govern
ments, surplus funds- go to the 
capitalists* not toe workers; 
That’s the law. A labor govern
ment could change the law , so 
that the workers .and .not the 
capitalists got the increased 
■benefits:' This MW Is "S' piebe of 
Roosevelt New DeaL legislation.

Celebrate the 19th A n n iv e rs a ry  o f

the MILITANT
Mail This Coupon Wit*» 50c For A 6-Month Subscription to

t h e  MILITANT
A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 

116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.

1 enclose-----------(stamps, currency or money order).
1

Please enter my subscription as follows:

□  Six months (26 Issues) for 50 cents.

□  One year (52 issues) for $1.
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(Plfcase Print)

Street ..............................t ...................................  Apt.......

C ity............................................................... Postal Zone-

State .............................................. ......................................

NEW YORK
MILITANT FROLIC

"The Militant Marches On!"
Original Skit Written by 

ART PREIS
Actors: Militant Staff Members

Dancing 
Enterfainmenf 

Sat.. Nov 22, 9 p. in. 
CHELSEA WORKERS' CENTER 

130 West 23 St.

AKRON
Jamboree Social

At Grand Opening of 

New Headquarters

Sat.. Nov, 29. 8:30 p J in. 

4 So. Howard St. ,

SAN FRANCISCO
Buffet Dinner 

Dancing

Sat.. Nov. 22, 3 p. m. 

1739 Fillmore

BOSTON
Dinner-Dance

Sat.. Nor. 22. 7:30 p. in. 
Workers Educational Center 

30 Stuart St.

NEW HAVEN
Gala Entertainment 

Supper Plate

Sat.. Nor. 22. 8:30 p. in. 

New Haven Labor School 

855 Grand Ave.

TOLEDO
Turkey Dinner

Sat.. N ov. 22. 6 p. in . 

i Tiehet.'ij obtained at

113 St. Clair 

2nd Floor

Our Program:
1. Defend labor's standard of living!

A  sliding scale o f wages —  en escalator wage clause in e ll union 
contracts to  provide au tom atic wage increases to  meet the 
rising cost o f liv ing l

Organize mass consumers committees fo r independent actidn aaain tt 
p ro fitee ring  and price-gouging !

Expropriate the food trusts! O perate them under workers con tro l!

2. Full employment and job security for $1? workers 
and veterans!
For the 6-hoiir day, 30-hou' week! A sliding scale o f hours— reduce 

the hours o f work w ith no reduction in pay to  prevent layoffs 
and unemployment!

Governm ent operation o f all id le  plants under workers1 con tro l! 
Vnem plnym ent insurance equal to  trade union wages fo r worker» and 

veterans during the entire period o f unem ploym ent!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strike
breaking!
No restrictions on the righ t to  strike and p icke t!
No in junctions! No compulsory a rb itra tio n !

4. Build an independent labor partyj

5. Tax the rich, not the poor!
Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government 
low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!
End Jim  C row l End anti-Semitism !

8. For a veterans’ organization sponsored by the 
trade unions!

9. A working ciass answer to capitalist militarism 
and war.
Take the war-making powers away from  Congress! Let the people 

vote on the question o f war or peace!
Against cap ita lis t conscription!
Abolish the o ff ice r caste system!
Full dem ocratic rights in the armed forcesl 
Trade Union wages fo r the armed forces!
M ilita ry  tra in ing  of workers, financed by the government, but under 

contro l o f the trade unions! *

10. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the 
workers in all ¡ands!
Fqr. Jh^ com plete independence o f the colon ial peoples!
W ithdraw  all American troops from  fo ie ig n  soil!

I I. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

t6e SocccUiat '2V<xr6er<i "Paxty /
So c ia l is t  W o r k e r s  Party  
116 University Place 
New York 3, New York

, I
I would like:
0  To join the Socialist W orkers Party

0  To obtain further information about your or
ganization

0  To attend meetings and forums of the Socialis’ 
Workers Party in my city.

Nam« .... ........... .................
%

Str e v  ............ ...... ..... ....

C i t y  ....... ...... ................ ...........

Po s t a l  Z o n e  ........  St a t e

(Picene Prim)

—
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How Can USA Be Converted into Land of Plenty?
Confidence in Capitalism Justified, 
W alter Dorwin Teague Maintains

ED. NOTE: In our issues of Oct. 6 and Oct. 13 we printed Joseph 
Hansen’s review of “ Land of Plenty” by the well-known industrial de
signer, Walter Dorwin Teague. ' Mr. Teague responded with a criticism 
which we print below. In his covering letter, Mr. Teague states: “ I , 
am enclosing a ccmment on Mr. Hansen’s review which I trust you 
w ill print. I  realize that it is not the policy of Left Wing publications 
to give consideration to the other side of the argument, but perhaps 
in this instance you w ill display the tolerance which we Liberals 
habitually practice.”

Mr. Teague’s comments follow:
Editor: | freedom in applying his energies
" In Mr. Joseph Hansen’s review and exercising his ingenuity for. his 

you have -given my book, Land of own an<̂  *"he general benefit.
Plenty, a flattering amount of 
space, and Mr. Hansen’s excerpts 
convey a fair idea of my summary 
of the possibilities existing in this 
country for the fabulous betterment 
of living. However, Mr. Hansen

My book is a solid mass of incon
testable evidence proving these 
truths. But then, as I  have said, 
we are "at a loss when we must 
oppose the frenetic fervors of the 
collectivist with mere reasonable-

concludes that these opportunities ness. Our system is lacking in voo- 
f.re an indictment of the "capitalist doo characteristics. Against com-' 
system” that produced them! Here pact and passionate ideologies we |
I  face one of those extraordinary 
mental processes that leave us free 
thinkers utterly bewildered, as when 
we try to rationalize the thinking 
of Jesuits or Jehovah's Witnesses.

can offer only a flexible technique, 
and a technique, at that, which 
admits its own imperfections.”

I  have pointed out the imperfec
tions of our so-called system much

*as objectives ai d substitute the will 
and limited wisdom of the few.

A “planned economy” is no new
i
thing. I t  is only a modern name 

i for • the most ancient recourse of 
! the timid and defeated. We see 
this wave of surrender sweeping a i 
tired world, which, however, turns j 
to us for succor: to us, who have • 
grown inconceivably rich in wellj 
being because for more than five’ 
generations we have had no truck | 
with the hoary formulas so many ! 
of our foreign friends are sadly | 
embracing, and you are advocating, i 
You will have to persuade us that 
some of the experiments in con
trolled economies abroad are not 
a form of rigor mortis, before'you 
stand much chance of getting them 
considered seriously here.

I  must correct one error of fact 
on Mr. Hansen’s part. He said that 
I  declared Marxism to be a variety 
of fascism. What I stated was the 
historical fact that both nazism and 
fascism are sectarian offshots of 
Marxism, and that in morals, ad
ministrative techniques and effect 
on human living the three are in- i 
distinguishable.

Walter Donvin Teague 
Los Angeles, Calif. ;

O nly R evo lu tionary Socialism Can Open the Road to B e tte r W orld
B y Joseph H an sen

I  can’t help w ondering  i f  
M r. Teague is actua lly  as 
naive as he makes out. Does 
he rea lly  believe his claim  
about the u n lim ite d  poss ib ili
ties o f p len ty  in  the fu tu re  
under capita lism ? Has he 
rea lly  been taken in  by Cham
ber of Commerce propaganda?

For the sake of discussion let’s 
give Mr. Teague the benefit of the 
doubt, consider him an innocent 
who has heard only one side of the 
“argument,”  and initiate him into 
some of the ABCs of Marxism.

One of the main criticisms Marx
ism levels at the capitalist system 
is that i t  doesn’t run industry at 
full capacity and that it doesn’t 
„>pand industry at the maximum 
possible i te.

Now is that so difficult to grasp? 
Does that ’’dogma”  sound like 
voodooism? Mr. Teague, who is no 
Marxist, has observed this “ short-

I coming" himself. Let’s consider 
another Marxist fundamental.

iViaixism views capitalism as a 
j tremendous advance over the feudal 
system of economy from which it 
evolved.

In the past century, Marxists 
I vigorously d e f e n d e d  capitalism 
against partisans of feudalism, 
pointing out that no matter how 
much better feudalism was than 
slavery, s till feudalism did not 

I mark the er.d of progress.
Marxists are perfectly aware of 

what we in America owe to the 
: alien, European idea of capitalism 
| as it  has unfolded in the United 
States.

In Europe capitalism was hamp
ered by persistent vestiges of 
feudalism. In America capitalism 
had a virgin continent and the most 
skilled and energetic immigrant 
workers from Europe at its disposal. 
This land with its two ocean fronts 

i had such vast resources that it 
| couid carry even the dead weight 
of the robber barons and still make 

i colossal strides. ’ Capitalism in
A mind dedicated to a dogma is an 1 more forcibly than any unfriendly 
impenetrable mystery to the un- critic could do. I  am impatient 
initiate. I that we do not move more rapidly

I t  should be obvious to any open- j to realize its ideals, and possess 
eyed observer tha.t the possibilities J ourselves of all the good that in 
I  have outlined are conceivably real- | its immense fertility i t  holds , in 
izable in the United States within i store for us. But I  w ill have no 
the imminent future; that this is part in the epidemic reaction of 
true here solely because we have these times, which, because the 
benefited from and still possess a freedom and dignity of the indi
fluid social organization which al- | vidual have not as yet been fully 
lows the individual a large measure achieved by us, would scrap them

Europe was confined within a crazy 
patchwork cf national boundaries, 
while capitalism in America had no 
resistance to its development once 
it had succeeded in overthrowing 
the legally constituted British au
thorities, decimating the Indians 
with liquor and bullets, robbing 
Mexico ol her richest areas and 
smashing slavery in a bloody civil 
war.

In the past three decades capital
ism in America rose to new heights 
because, for one reason, we escaped 
the ravages of war suffered by 
Lurope. European capitalism pressed 
the dagger of fascism and imperi
alist war into its own entrails. But 
how idiotic of an American capital
ist to mock the fate of capitalism 

I in the continent of its birth. What 
guarantee of immunity from a sim
ilar fate does capitalism have on 
this side of the pond?

Let’s proceed to another Marxist 
tenet—one that may really shock 
Mr. Teague.

Marxism believes in historiral de
velopment. I t  holds that evolution
ary processes can be observed not

French Cops Charge S trike rs

How Long Latin American Miners 
Must Toil to Earn Their Clothing

In a study, Workers and Democracy in Latin America, Serafin 
Romualdi gives the following information on how long mine work
ers must labor to buy the necessities of life, comparing the level 
of various Latin American countries with that of the United 
States:

Colombia: Shirt, 1V4 days; shoes, 3 days; suit, 1 month.
Brazil: Shirt, 1 day: shoes, 3 days: suit, two weeks.
Chile: Shirt, 15 hours; shoes, 20 hours, suit, 150 hours.
Paraguay: Shirt, 2 days; suit, 1 month.
Peru: Shirt, 2 days; shoes, 2% clays; suit, 22 days.
Mexico: Shirt, 3 days; shoes, 7 days; suit, 1 month.
Cuba: Shirt, 1 day; shoes, 2 days; suit, I week.
Venezuela: Shirt. 6 hours; shoes, 2 days; suit, 12 days.
United States: Shirt, 1 ' i  hours; shoes, 4 hours; suit, 2714 hours.
For Romualdi’s study to be complete, he would have to report 

the profits of the various mining companies. Thus it  could be 
•clearly seen what the capitalists extract from the labor of the 
workers without doing anything themselves.

—Translated from Lucha Obrera, newspaper of the Mexican 
Section of the Fourth International.

Carrying clubs and riot guns, French mobile guards and Paris police break up a demonstra
tion of 15,000 sanitation workers who protested soaring living costs with this rally outside City Hall.

(Federated Pictures)

Fined For Spreading 
Marxist Literature

LONDON, Nov. 4 — B ill Ains
worth, a member of the Revolu
tionary Communist Party (Trot
skyist) and a delegate to the 
Brimingham Trades Council, has 
been fined five pounds in the 
Birmingham Trades Council, has 
“crime” of giving a German pri
soner-of-war a copy of Solidar
ität, a German-language Trot
skyist publication. This had tak
en place at an open meeting of 
the RCP,  called to p r o t e s t  
against the revival of anti-Se
mitic attacks by British fascists.

The prosecutor charged that 
the contents of Solidarität would 
“upset” the German POW’s and 
undermine discipline. He espe
cially sihgled out an RCP mani
festo to the German working 
class.

After, being fined, B ill Ains
worth issued a statement to the 
press noting that the authorities 
did nothing to stop the fascists 
from addressing groups of POW’s, 
but’ were very worried about pro
tecting them from the ideas o f 
Marxism and Trotskyism. He 
declared he did not feel at all 
ashamed of demonstrating his 
international class solidarity.

only in the stellar systems, in the 
earth’s crust, organic life and man 

j himself, but even in such tucred 
spheres as—economy.

I t  is only necessary to glance back 
at the long history of the evolution 
of tools, of the division of labor, oJ 
the rise and disappearance of vari
ous classes to see that every great, 
advance has sooner or later become 
outmoded and had to give way to 
something better, more efficient, 
capable of producing more.

I f  capitalism, like everything els< 
in the universe, is subject to 
change, what new system will it 
develop into? In what ways wili 
tiie new system be superior to the 
old one? How can we speed the 
proces-'? What is the penalty for 
retarding it?

The founders of Marxism, Marx 
and Engels, studied the capitalist 
system itself, analyzed its growth 
and development and discovered 
major laws cf the capitalist sys
tem unknown before their time.

I From their finding they made pre- 
j dictions that decisively tested the 

validity of their general conclusions.
I That is why Marxism is a science.

Marx and Engels discovered that 
capitalism tends toward increasing 
centralization of industry. This is 
so clear today in the development 
cf the trusts and monopolies that 

I a man must be truly blind not to 
i see it, especially one who works for 
j the giant corporations.

Likewise inherent in capitalism 
¡is  e x p a n s i o n  beyond national 
) boundaries. Is it  possible to doubt 
| this in 1947?
LAYS THE BASIS

Capitalism itself lays the basis for 
; the world-trade integration and 
centralization of industry. The u l
timate end of this development is 
the operation of world industry ac- 

i cording to an over-ail plan.
Is this -so terrifying? Individual 

j factories today are operated accord- 
| ing to the plans of the owners. 
| Cartels extend this type of plan- 
| ning on an international scale. The 
I division of world industry among 
\ warring capitalist cliques gives it 
| all ah' anarchic character.

I f  you stand on the side cf pro
gress, the problem of our times is 
to extend planning to world-wide 
proportions and to place it under 
the democratic control of the pro
ducers. In  America this would 

| mean substituting the w ill and con- 
; trol of tiie great majority of the 
I people for the “ will and limited 
wisdom of the few” Fords, Morgans.

Rockefellers, du Ponts and so forth 
who now rule as dictators over in 
dustry.

Capitalism itself, says the Marxist 
doctrine, lias prepared the technical 
basis for a new society of bound
less plenty. You are well aware of 
the t e c h ni c a 1 possibilities, Mr. 
Teague, as your book bears witness. 
That is to your credit although you 
are only repeating what the social
ist agitators were able to see long 
before the development of electron
ics and atomic energy. I t  was be
cause you emphasized the possibili
ties before us in contrast • to our, 
present miserable standard of living 
that I  said your book “contains ma»
■ -■--I nay,!,, netful in indicting the., 
capitalist system and presenting the 
case for socialism.”

U A W  Convention Swept by Red-Baiters
(Continued from Page 1)

should b? elected before or after 
the debate on major policies—Reu
ther ran roughshod over the rights 
of the opposition delegates.

I t  was an open secret before thf 
convention began, that Reuther ant 
his machine intended by ever, 
means possible to forestall debate 
on program and policies and, i 
possible, to put the election of of
ficers first on the order cf business

This was such a bald-faced vio
lation of UAW tradition that the 

; Reuther-ACTU minority on the 
Rules Committee finally brought in 
a proposal to hold elections on th i 
third day—today. The rules com
mittee majority proposed that elec
tions be held on the fifth  day, 
Thursday, after tiie delegates hac 
heard a discussion of the issues.
STEAMROLLER TACTICS

While scores of delegates were 
clamoring for the floor, the Reu- 
therite machine, with Reuther in 
the chair, steamrollered through a 
motion to close debate. They then 
shoved through the motion to side
track policy discussion and hold 
elections early.

Committee Chairman Joe Berry, 
of F lin t Buick Local 599, opened the 
fore-shortened discussion with a 
brief statement for the Rules Com
mittee majority. He said: "We felt 
that if officers we:fc elected too 
early in the Convention, all the is
sues would not be decided.”  He 
also pointed cut that the elections 
are u 'ually the climax of the con
vention, after which the tired dele
gates are anxious to wind up the 
business and go home.

The reporter for the Rules Com
mittee minority, Ed Purdy of Local 
99, then tipped off the real reason 
why Reuther wanted to rush | 
through the elections. I f  the elec
tions’ were held on the fifth  day. 
as in the past, he said, “ we are.go
ing to have nothing but caucusing 
all oyer this hall, caucusing all over j 
Atlantic City.” In short, Reuther | 
wanted the elections held befor1 
his opponents could build up their 
forces by debate on the real issues. |

Immediately following Purdy's 
remarks. Reuther gave the flocr to 
Delegate Walter Henderson, De
tro it Local 153, who again made the 
motion to adopt the minority report 
and then spoke at length in its fav- 1 
or.

Just one supporter of the majority 
report was given the floor by Reu
ther. Delegate Thomas May, of 
Bridgeport Local 877. merely said 
he favored the majority proposal 
and sat down. Reuther then called 
for a spokesman for the minority.

He picked Delegate William Cald- 
ell of New Castle, Ind., Local 371, 

.’ho promptly moved to close de- 
ate. A shout of protest rose from 

i large section of the delegates, 
teuther could have ruled Caldwell 
ut of order on the legitimate 

,rounds that the chairman had giv- 
■n him the floor to speak on the 
ninorily position. But Reuther in 
sisted on taking the vote to close 
lebate, and pushed it through. It 
,vas a slicked, greased-up job with 
perfect teamwork between Reuther 
M id his floor machine. Reuther 
trampled over all opposition pro
test. The vote to hold elections 
starting the third day, instead of 
the fifth, nos passed by a majority 
of about three to one, in a hand 
vote.
MURRAY’S DOUBLETALK

All Reuther's efforts have been 
concentrated on wiping out every 
vestige of opposition in the lead
ership to his unrestrained rule. I t  
had been rumored that CIO Presi
dent Philip Murray intended to 
urge Reuther to modify his intend
ed purge, and retain some of the 
opposition in the leadership, such 
as George Addes, incumbent secre
tary-treasurer.

Murray spoke to the convention 
yesterday morning. In  his usual 
"diplomatic” double-talk, he made 
it  plain that he was supporting 
Reuther all the way. He made a 
snide, condescending reference to 
Vice President R. J. Thomas, as 
one who "makes his mistakes” and 
is "sometimes mischievous, but nev
ertheless not a bad guy.”

Thomas's courageous leadership 
cf the fight against the “ yellow 
dog” oath is undoubtedly his great
est “ mistake”  in the eyes of Mur
ray and other union officials of his 
mentality.

Murray made a perfunctory ref

erence to Addes as a “ man of in
tegrity.” But he waxed fulsome 
in praise of Reuther for whom he 

■ had "no words that can flow from 
me that would provide adequate ap
preciation for the splendid support 
that l i t t ’o red-head has given Phil 
Murray since his incumbency (as 
UAW president since March, 1946.” ) 
AIDED CAPITALISM

Murray went further. He helped 
pave the way for Reuther to put 
over his resolution of capitulation 
to the Taft-Hartley Act. In his 
speech, Murray said not a word on 
his own reasons for personally re
fusing to sign the "yellow deg”  oath 
as president of the United Steel
workers. He dwelt exclusively on 
the fact that the CIO Convention in 
Boston had left the matter entirely 
up to each affiliated union. ” We 
gave emphasis to the point,”  Mur
ray stressed.

Thus, Murray made clear he 
would raise not the slightest ob
jection to the UAW officers sign
ing the Taft Act Oaths, although } 
he himself stated at the CIO Con
vention he would not sign a “ loy
alty” affidavit as “ a matter of 
principle.”

This convention of the UAW, un
like uny of the others I have at
tended, is saturated with an at
mosphere of fear, intimidation, 
conservatism and backward preju
dices. Under Reuther’s inspiration 
and demagogy, all the most reac
tionary elements are riding high.

As Ralph Urban, president of De
tro it Packard Local 190, told a 
meeting of the Thomas-Addes- 
Leonard caucus last night, ’ Reu
ther has put a cloak of red before 
the eyes of a majority of the dele
gates, and they can't see through 
this cloak to the real issues.”  He 
a d d ed :  "Delegates have been
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threatened, intimidated, told that 
barricades would be thrown around 
heir locals, administrators appoint
’d over them, if they did not vote 
along with Reuther.”
PROVOKING FIGHTS

The Reuther strong-arm boys are 
going around trying to provoke 
fights with members of the opposi
tion. Opposition delegates have 
oeen physically attacked in  hotel 
corridors and bar-rooms. Reuther- 
ite elements are openly saying they 
are going to beat up distributors o; 
the Stalinist Daily Worker.

Yesterday the Reutherite goons 
even attempted to interfere with 
the distribution of Ford Facts, of
ficial organ of Ford Local 600, rep
resenting 65.000 workers. Ford Facts 
attacked the action of Reuther in 
announcing the UAW would sigr. 
the “yellow dog" oaths.

The atmosphere of red-baiting 
and intimidation extends even tc 
the press correspondents. The M il
itant reporter was deliberately ex
cluded from the assignment oi 
press seats. When he protested, he 
was told that only "metropolitan 
publications” and “ only daily pa
pers”  were assigned reserved seats 
He pointed out that the M ilitant is 
a national labor paper published ii 
New York and that Big Busines. 
weeklies like Time, Newsweek and 
Business Week were given specie 
seating.

He also pointed to the table where 
he vus standing. There was tin 
official reserve sign for the IJetroil 
ACTU weekly, the Wage Earner! 
But he had to scramble for a placs 
at the press table.
SINISTER TIE-UP

The sinister tie-up between tli< 
Social Democratic Reutherites anc 
the ACTU was further indicated 
when the Wage Earner was placed 
on every delegates' seat and spread 
by the thousands throughout the 
convention hall. I t  is the real or
gan of the. Reutherites.

No union convention in Americar 
history was ever so penetrated anc 
manipulated by the machinery o: 
the Catholic Church hierarchy, op
erating through the ACTU. It; 
agents are everywhere, secretly pull
ing strings, inflaming the red-bait
ing, working up reactionary senti
ments under the cloak of religion.

While working with this unsav
ory machine, Reuther hypocritically 
steamed up the convention abou 
“outside interference” of the Com
munist Party.

The Stalinists are actually a p it
ifu l handful in this convention, with 
almost no influence. They are just 
managing to hang on to the fringe

T the Tho;nas-Adrtes-L»rvi?"'> • - I Thcmas-Addes-Leonard c a u c u s :  ambitious role for himself 
;us, where they, have no standing meeting of some 1,000 delegates in : 
vhatsoever. Their sole role in  the the Chelsea Hotel Auditorium Sun-
onvention has been to muddy the 
•'aters a little, by bucking the elec

tions strategy of the Thomas-Addes- 
jeonard caucus and running a can- 
iidate of their own against Reuther 
n defiance of the caucus decision 
o support no candidate for presi- 
lent.
ÏEAL ALIEN INFLUENCE

Reuther himself represents the 
eal alien, outside influence in this 

convention. He speaks for the pol
icy of the U. S. State Department. 
He is aligned with the ultra-reac
tionary power machine of the 
ACTU, a direct agency of the Cath
olic hierarchy designed to split the 
trade unions along religious lines.

In his opening speech to the con
vention, Reuther offered no pro
gram to solve the problems of the 
auto workers. His only reference to 
these problems cf high prices, 
speed-up and company provoca
tions inspired by the Taft Act, was 
vague, high-sounding demagogy and 
statistics on profits. When i t  came 
to a program of action, Rshther 
made the harmless threat that if 
Congress doesn’t  “ roll back prices” 
hen the UAW would have to think 

about launching a “ fight for higher 
wages.”

On political action, he said mere- 
v what everyone knows, that poli

tical action in 1948 is a “ top prior
ity issue.”  But nothing on what 
kind of political action. Dead si
lence on any concrete program. 
•(TRUCK NO SPARK

None of this welter of words 
struck a spark in the delegates. 
Only when Reuther came to his 
real program—his sole program—did 
iis floor machine come to life and 
vhoop it up. The biggest hand he 
,ot was when he called on the con
vention to “ reaffirm in clear and 
inmistakeable language the policy 
f the CIO when it  says that the 

710 resents and rejects the inter- 
erence of the Communist Party.”
I t  is unquestionable that Reutkei 

has gone a long way at this con
vention in tonsol-V'liting his rule 
>nd i m p o s i n g  a bureaucratie 
stranglehold on the UAW. But it 
is likewise clear that his ruthless, 
reactionary drive is gene: i iting a 
powerful and bitter o p p o s i t i o n  
among the UAW militants. Tht 
wo days of this convention and iti 
ample of Reuther’s rule have al- 
eadv hardened the determinatioi 

of the militants to continue thf 
fight after the convention.

Thomas sounded the key-note of 
;his fight in his address to the

day night. He was cheered to the 
echo when lie announced forth
rightly that "regardless of how the 
vote goes in this convention, I  am 
going to continue the fight against 
one-man rule and to preserve un
ion democracy in the UAW.”

He stated further that he would 
not yield on the issue of the Taft- 
Hartley Act. come what may. He 
enunciated a program of m ilitant 
action on the wage front and 
against speed-up. He scored Reu
ther's aid to the speed-up drive of 
the corporations by his “ more pro
duction" statements.

He ridiculed Reuther’s notion 
that the Republican-Democratic bi
partisan Congress could be in flu 
enced to “ roll back prices.” Thomas 
confessed, “T fell for that stuff 
years ago, but now I ’ve learned 
better.”  He stressed the need for 
a "fight for higher wages now” to 
defend labor’s living standards 
from inflation. And he raided spe
cifically the demand for cost-of- 
living bonuses automatical!? rising 
with rising prices.
SIMILAR SPEECHES

Other leaders of the caucus, in 
cluding Addes and Leonard, are 
speaking in a similar vein.

Contrasted to the free, militant 
atmosphere in the Thomas-Addes- 
Leonard caucus here, where red
baiting is scorned and openly de
nounced, is the oppressive, reaction
ary atmosphere that prevails in 
Reuther’s caucus.

The latter is a one-man show of 
adulation and back-slapping for 
Reuther. There is scarcely a pre
tense of a real program of struggle 
for the auto workers. The only 
thing that gets a rise is a sneering 
reference to the "commies”—which 
covers any worker who doesn't go 
down the line 100% with Reuther 
and the Truman Doctrine.

Almost the first words of Reu
ther’s speech to his caucus Sunday 
night were the boast: “ At last I ’VE 
got a majority of the delegates." 
Then he hastily corrected himself— 
“ WE’VE got the majority.’’

Then he pointed to his lieuten
ants and running-mates on the 
platform—Emil Mazey who is op
posing Addes for secretary-treasur
er, Richard Gosser and John W. 
Livingston who are running against 
Thomas and Leonard for the vice 
presidencies—and bragged: "Here’s 
where the power will be." 
AMBITIOUS ROLE

Reuther has cut out a big and

What prevents us from going 
forward to this new world?

The Marxist answer is that the 
reactionary ruling class prevents us. 
They rule industry. They dominate 
the government. They stand in 

| the road of progress.
HYPNOTIZED BY PROFITS 

These rulers are far more inter-; 
; ested in the dividends for the last 
| quarter of 1947 than they are about 
I the fate of humanity in the next 

quarter of a century. They are 
hypnotised by profits. They wor
ship profits. The "profit motive” 
is the central dogma cf their econ
omic voodooism. That’s why they 
are able to prepare for World War 
I I I  with the same fatalism seen in 
the samurai of Japan when they; 
prepare for hara-kiri.

In your book you are forced to 
consider the reasons for America's; 
failure to go forward to the land of 
plenty that lies beckoning before 
us. One “ explanation” you give is 
lack c-f the pioneer spirit. You 
appeal for progressiveness—to the 
monopolists!

Pleading with the ruling class io- 
mend its ways is not novel. In fact 
there is no mistake in politics more 
hoary than that one. Its venerable 
age of course does not condemn it. 
But its ineffectiveness does. His-! 
’.orv has yet to ree a ruling eta 
that deliberately abdicates for i 
sake of progress, not to speak of 
one that leads the way.

The past \ 30 . years' experience; 
under the American capitalist class* 
shows there is no ground whatso
ever for confidence in either their 
ability or willingness to conve 
America into a land of plenty: ̂

In that time they have taken us 
'n.tead, into several major depres
sions and through a catastrophic 
one such as the world had never 
before witnessed. They have plunged 
us into two world wars. They have 
no perspective now outside of an
other depression, 9 -.seism and a

disputed ruler of the mighty UAW I U,,rd " ’orId sIau»ht«r that may• mean atomic annihilation.
as un-

on behalf of American imperialism. 
But he has not reckoned with the 
m ilitant ranks.

“ He may offer a red herring, but 
the folks back home are looking to 
the union to fight for food, cloth
ing and shelter,”  said one speaker 
at the Thomas-Addes-Leonard cau
cus meeting.

Those words h it the nail on the 
head. The corporations are squeez
ing down on the auto workers. The) 
cannot get their grievances settled 
Soaring prices are slashing their 
living standards. Union militants 
are being* victimised. The Taft- 
Hartley Act is blasting away their 
union security and protection.*

Reuther aims to take full respon
sibility for the leadership. He must 
take the full blame if that leader
ship fails to produce results for the 
membership.

He has already shown what his 
course w ill be—an attempt to stifle 
all m ilitant expression in the un
ion, to repress all fighting spirit, to 
retreat before the Taft-Kartley 
forces.
REVOLT IS BREWING

The auto workers won’t stand for 
that very long. Underneath, in the 
ranks, a revolt is brewing.

The third of the delegates who 
stood up under the fire of the red- 
baiters and opposed capitulation to 
the Taft-Hartley Act, are a far 
truer expression of the real feelings 
of the auto workers than those who 
fell under the sway of Reuther’s 
machine. This large minority of 
tested miii'r.nts is going back home 
from this convention determined to 
build a progressive force that will 
have i t ;  day of reckoning with Reu
ther's reactionary coalition in tlu 
not distant future.

THE PENALTY
This is the penalty for holding 

back on replacing capitalism with 
the planned economy of socialism;:

In face of this hideous reality,’ 
people like Teague still retain their 
?mug confidence tn rotting, col
lapsing capitalism, dogmatically re
peating the Chamber of Commerce 
•itual about its being the best of all 
;x>ssible economic systems.

When America becomes a-land of 
plenty under the socialist regime 
.hat will make this possible, tech
nicians like Teague w ill be able to 
olay an honorable and worthy part. 
They will receive far more recog
nition than they do today under 
the big corporations, forced as they 
ire by what they deem their per
sonal economic needs to act and 
write like bootlickers.

One more item. Teague's con
tention about the alleged relation
ship between Marxism and fascism 
can be read any day of the week 
in the Hearst press. The historical 
fact is that fascism in both Italy 
and Germany was lacked by f i 
nance capital and represented the 
most brutal form yet seen of capi
talist dictatorship. Marxism on 
the contrary is the political science 
developed by the working class and 
Us leaders. I t  is the po jir opposite 
of fascism.

The repetitiqn of Hearst’s slan
ders about Marxism. Mr. Teague, 
along with your servile support of 
•lie power trust, to cite one unsav
ory item from your book, mark you 
is belonging to the camp of poli- 
!ical reaction.

By the way, can you give us the 
address of any newspapers owned 
by your capitalist friends that would 
ie willing to print our side of the 
argument?
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The Need for a Congress of Labor
When. T rum an  called the special session o f Con

gress he placed tw o  po in ts on the agenda: in f la tio n  
and “ a id ”  fo r Europe. The inc lus ion  o f in fla tio n , ■ 
we m ainta ined was w indow -dressing  designed to 
appease the na tion-w ide  demand fo r action on sky 
rocke ting  prices.

The p re lim in a ry  reports to  Congress made by 
T rum an  and M arsha ll con firm  th is  analysis. So 
fa r they have evaded the problem  of in fla tion . They 
have d w e lt on “ a id ”  to  E u rope ; and th e ir reports 
show th a t w ha t they mean by th is  is the w arm ing  
o f-the  “ co ld ”  w a r against the Soviet U n ion.

These facts again po in t up the necessity fo r  la 
bor to fin d  some means o f m aking  its  voice heard 
and its  influence fe lt in  W ash ing ton .

The Socia list W orke rs  P a rty  has suggested 
m any tim es th a t an effective  w ay o f do ing th is  
w ou ld  be th rough  a C O N G R ES S O F  L A B O R — a 
grass roots assembly in  W ash ing ton  o f elected dele
gates from  a ll labor organizations, C IO , A F L , R a il
road brotherhoods and independents.

Such a body, m eeting on the ve ry  doorsteps o f 
W a ll S treet’s Congress, could place heavy pressure 
on th a t ga thering  o f machine po litic ians . Repre
senting  the overw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  of the people, 
the Congress o f L ab o r w ou ld  voice the real senti

ments o f the great mass o f voters.
!'• A  Congress] o f L abo r could begin by p lacing on 

its  agenda the same points the special session of 
W a ll S treet’s Congress is considering— in fla tio n  
and aid to Europe.

T o  solve the problem  o f in f la tio n  i t  could con
sider tw o  simple, p ractica l proposals: (1) O rga n i
za tion  o f mass com m ittees o f un ion ' members, con
sumers and farm ers to  exercise price con tro l by f ix 
ing  price ceilings, ra tio n in g  scarce necessities, con
fisca tin g  food and o ther goods hoarded fo r specu
la tion , and exposing fraudu len t and p ro fit-go ug in g  
practices. (2 ) E xp ro p ria tio n  and na tiona liza tion  of 
a ll food-processing industries  as a f irs t step tow ard  
the na tipna liza tion  o f a ll monopolies.

On aid to Europe, the Congress o f L abo r could 
consider: (1 ) L a b o r supervis ion o f a ll loans to 
Europe to end p o litic a l d iscrim ina tion  and stop the 
d ive rs ion  o f funds in to  im p e ria lis t m ilita ry ' m a
chines. (2 ) W th d ra w a l o f a ll occupation troops so 
th a t the peoples o f Europe can w o rk  ou t th e ir  ow n 
destiny free fro m  W a ll S treet’s dom ination . B y  
m o b iliz in g  m illio n s  o f w orkers  to  back up its  de
mands, a Congress of L ab o r could begin the job  
of ending W a ll S treet’s p o litica l m onopoly in  
W ash ing ton .

W all Street Cracks the Whip in Chile
W hen  W a ll S treet cracks the whip) in  its  South 

Am erican  empire, the puppets heading the so-called 
“ repub lics”  move w ith  an a la c rity  th a t is a ny th ing  
b u t d ign ified .

Take C h ile ’s President, G abriel Gonzales V idela , 
fo r instance. He w on o ffice last year at the head 
o f a coa lition  cemented together by the S ta lin is ts . 
H e stood on a “ people’s p la tfo rm ,”  one o f the m ain 
p lanks o f w h ich  was a/ pledge to oppose “ im p eria lis t 
in te rv e n tio n ”  in  the in te rna l a ffa irs  of Chile.

V ide la  gave three posts in  h is m in is try  to  the 
S ta lin is ts  as a rew ard  fo r  round ing  up the w in n in g  
votes. T he y  served in  a decorative capacity, the 
idea being to  t r ic k  the Chilean labor m ovem ent in to  
be liev ing  i t  had won a b ig  v ic to ry  at the polls.

Came the T rum an  D octrine  w ith  its  demand on 
a ll W a ll S treet’s sa te llite  powers to  “ conta in  com 
m un ism .”

V ide la  responded by th ro w in g  the three S ta lin 
is t m in is te rs  out on th e ir  ears. “ Soon a fte rw ards,”  
reports  the N ov. 8 Business W eek, “ he sent an 
economic m ission to  W ash ing ton  to seek financ ia l 
aid. I t  was under the leadership o f Chilean f i 
nancier G u ille rm o  del Pedregal. The m ission came 
back em pty handed. D e l Pedregal to ld  the P resi
dent th a t he ’d better clean ou t a ll the Com m unists 
i f  he expected help from  W a sh in g to n ; even ap

p rova l o f C h ile ’s app lica tion  to  the W o r ld  Bank fo r 
$40,000,000 depended on th is .”

A ' s tr ike  among the poverty-ridden  Chilean 
m iners was seized as a p re tex t fo r spectacular ac
tion . V id e la ’s secret police announced “ d iscovery”  
o f a “ p lo t”  hatched in  the Yugoslav ian  Legation . 
V ide la  af. once broke o ff re la tions w ith  Yugoslavia  
and fo llow ed th is  w ith  notice to  the Soviet E m 
bassy and the Czechoslovakian Legation  in  Santi
ago that_ they wc-re no longer on speaking terms 
w ith  Chile.

T i oops were ordered in to  the strike-bound mines. 
S trike rs  were exiled to d is tan t parts o f the coun
t r y ;  scabs moved in  under p ro tection  of bayonets to 
replace them. A  na tion-w ide  w itch -h u n t was staged 
w ith  hundreds of arrests. The U . S. N avy supplied 
ccal fro m  its  stores to  help break the strike.

“ Santiago now  believes i t  w i l l  get the W o rld  
B ank loan,”  explains Business W eek. “ There are 
also, reports  in  the capita l th a t funds and equipm ent 
m ay be fo rthcom ing  fo r a petro leum  re fin e ry  . . . 
M any im p o rta n t U. S. businessmen have to ld  Gon
zales th a t they w ou ld  invest in  Chile i f  he got r id  
o f the  Com m unists . . . ”

T hus coun try  by co un try  the T rum an  D octrine  
is m aking  the w orld  safe— not fo r  democracy— but 
fo r W a ll S treet’s investm ents.

Growing Assault on Civil Liberties
The m ost om inous th rea t to  c iv il libe rties  ye t is 

the F B I  p lo t centering around the special' Federal 
G rand Ju ry  hearing in  N ew  Y o rk . Such 'hearings’ ' 
are supposed to be secret. B u t the red-hysteria  
m aster-m inds aren’t  bothered by such tr if le s  as the 
law . News ’ ‘leaks”  from  the Justice D epartm ent 
were g iven to  the press so they could help bu ild  
up  the greatest “ red”  scare in  U . S. h is to ry .

The p lo t behind a ll th is  came toi ligh t, when O,
John Rogge, fo rm er special assistant to A tto rn e y  
General T om  C lark, revealed th a t the stage was be
in g  set fo r  large scale m id n ig h t raids to  round up 
“ reds”  co incident w ith  the opening of the special 
session of Congress.

L ab o r m ust realize the danger to  i t  inherent in  
'these governm enta l assaults on c iv il liberties. I t  
m ust do a ll in  its  power to  expose and stop them.

E q u a lly  s in is te r is the s tir r in g  o f fasc is t-like  re
pression in  the New Jersey-Philadelphia area. The 
h is to ry  o f the g ro w th  o f fascist gangs ini I ta ly 'a n d  
Germ any make these events r in g  ou t like  an a larm  
bell in  the n ig h t.

T h e  on ly  w ay to  stop the o rgan ization  of street 
gangs w h ich  destroy the r ig h ts  o f w o rk in g  class

Amnesty for the CO's by Christmas
T ru m a n ’s Am nesty  Board m et in  W ash ing ton  

last week and, according to a S cripps-H ow ard  re
po rt, decided to  recommend against resto ring  c iv il 
r ig h ts  to  a m a jo r ity  o f the 16,000 men convicted 
of v io la tin g  the d ra ft law  d u rin g  W o rld  W a r I I .  
E ig h t hundred of them  are s t i l l  in  prison.

W h ile  m ost of the conscientious objectors have 
been released from  prison and w o rk  camps, they 
s t i l l  have the status o f "convicted  c rim ina ls ”  and 
are denied such c iv il r ig h ts  as the r ig h t to vote 
and hold office. A cco rd ing  to  the above cited re
port,' the A m nesty  Board “ w i l l  urge President T ru 
man to deny amnesty to  d ra ft- la w  v io la to rs  in  a ll 
b u t a few  cases. Those invo lve  unusual c ircum 
stances, such as a h il l-b i l ly  fa rm er w ho honestly 
d id n ’t  know  about the w ar.”

B u t those who . d id  know  about the w ar and 
refused to  partic ipa te  in  i t  fo r re lig ious or p o litica l 
reasons are apparently  to  be denied c iv il r ig h ts  
w h ich  are s t i l l  enjoyed by the m ilita r is ts , w ar

profiteers, warm ongers and po litic ians who are 
responsible fq r hundreds o f thousands o f deaths 
and are free to lay the ground fo r a new w ar th a t 
w i l l  k i l l  m illions  m ore!

Defenders of the conscientious objectors are 
appealing fo r a p residentia l amnesty by Christm as 
and the release of the C O ’s s t i l l  in  ja il. The labor 
m ovem ent and a ll progressive organ izations are 
d u ty  bound, in  the name of defending c iv il lib e r
ties, to  support th is  appeal.

T rum an  got a lo t o f unw arran ted  favorable 
p u b lic ity  out o f the report of h is Com m ittee on 
C iv il R ights.

N ow  he should be made to do som ething about 
c iv il r ig h ts  to w hich he gives so much lip-service. 
A m ong o ther th ings, mass pressure should be ap
plied to force h im  to  re ject the reported recom 
m endations of h is A m nesty Board and to restore 
the c iv il r ig h ts  and freedom o f a ll C O ’s by C h ris t
mas.
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B ankrup t P o licy Continued  
In  F rench  CP ’s N ew  T u rn

B y T . J. P e te rs

P A R IS , Nov. 1 __ The French m un ic ipa l elections have been fo llow ed  not on ly  by
General de G aulle ’s demand fo r a referendum  on a new cons titu tion  th a t w ou ld  b ring  h im  
to power, bu t also by a sharp S ta lin is t “ le ft tu rn ,”  announced by M aurice  T horez at a CP 
C entra l C om m ittee m eeting here th is  week. M ass s trugg le  to  beat back the “ neo-Fascist”  
danger is called fo r, and a new “ dem ocratic”  governm ent in  w h ich  the “ w o rk in g  class and 
its  C om m unist P a rty  w i l l  have the de te rm in in g  in fluence.”  The Socia list P a rty  j s  denounc
ed as tra ito rs  p lay ing  the game Kthe t0p„ — not in the policy it- 
o f de Gaulle in  w ha t is de- sejf — that of class collaboration, 
scribed as t h e  “ Am erican His solution is only an organiza- 
pa rty  » f:tional one: broad committees must

organ izations is fo r the w orkers  to  organize th e ir 
own defense guards.
' "T h e  police and the courts w il l  no t p ro tect w o rk 

ers’ o rgan izations against s to rm  troops. H ow  clear
ly  is th is  seen in  the case o f the T re n to n  and P h il
adelphia m eetings! In  both  cases the m eetings 
were “ guaranteed”  by cou rt in junc tions . In  both 
cases the in ju nc tio ns  proved to  be scraps o f paper. 
In  a ll the cases o f suppressed m eetings the police 
were in  cahoots w ith  the hoodlums.

The easy successes won by these reactionary 
forces have encouraged them. ‘ S ta rting  w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts  they have now proceeded to  the A  VC , 
whose m eeting  in  N ew ark was banned by extra- 
legal methods. A lready they have dared te ll- trade 
unions to w hom  halls can and cannot be rented. 
T he  next step in  th is  process is c lear: Tradg union 
m eetings w ill  be assaulted by fascist elements a l
lied  w ith  the police.

The labor movement m ust heed th is  a larm  s ig 
nal. I t  m ust .declare tha t i t  w i l l  defend the r ig h ts  
o f a ll w o rk in g  class organ izations to  meet and 
speak free ly. A n d  i t  m ust organize to  defend these 
r ig h ts  in  action.

The new CP turn is a direct re
sult of the fact that the victory 
by de Gaulle's RPF has shaken up 
the whole Stalinist party — the 
ranks of m ilitant workers as well 
as the bureaucracy which, more 
than anything else, feels the crum
bling of its big patronage machine.

There must have been a good 
deal of questioning in the Stalinist 
ranks as to how the de Gaulle 
danger was permitted to arise, with 
the CP occupying such powerful 
positions as it has since 1944. Thor
ez therefore went into “self-criti
cism” much sharper and more dev- 
astatingly self-revealing than has 
been the case in the past with such 
bureaucratic comedies.

I t  entailed a' review of Stalinist 
policy since the beginning of the 
People's Front in 1935 and going 
through the “ National Front” of 
the war years and the Committees 
of National Liberation. The trouble 
in this whole course lasting a dozen 
years, Thorez declared, was that 
agreements had been arrived at 
only at the top; the movements 
had not been based on genuine 
participation of the masses.
BANKRUPTCY ADMITTED

Then, going into the resistance 
movement, Thorez became even 
sharper: “ I t  must be considered,” 
he said, “as a grave mistake that 
we tolerate in the organization and 
conduct of the resistance the same 
faults which were fatal in the 
People's Front, and which were re
vealed to be just as pernicious for 
the movement of national libera
tion. . . . The men of the reaction 
regained their courage and got into 
the saddle once more. . . . Today, 
assembled around de Gaulle, the 
reaction is pushing on its offensive 
against the working class and the 
Republic.”

A more clear-cut avowal of bank
ruptcy is hardly possible. Thorez 
admits black on white the com
plicity of the Stalinists in breaking 
the revolutionary upsurge of 1936 
which led to the war as well as 
that of 1944 which has led to the 
rise of de Gaulle. But does this 
devastating self-criticism mean a 
real change?
NO REAL CHANGE

That it means no real change in 
policy is clear. Thorez finds the 
rest of the error only in the form 
of organization — “agreements at

be formed in all factories, leaders 
must be elected, etc. Insofar as 
policy is concerned, it  is summed up 
by him in the aim set: “A gov
ernment which will defend with 
energy the Constitution and the 
Republic against the RPF and all 
the plotters grouped around de 
Gaulle.”

In other words, the policy of 
class collaboration, of the defense 
of the bourgeois Republic, of file 
Constitution which consecrates pri-

perspective of a decisive class battle.
The proper utilization of this 

wedge, so as to make a revolution
ary working solution possible, de
pends upon the successful interven
tion of a conscious vanguard. This 
vanguard exists in the International 
Communist Party (Trotskyist). In 
the current issue of its paper, the 
PCI carries a joint manifesto with 
the Socialist Youth who have re
cently broken away from the party 
of Blum and Ramadier.

Entitled “ On the Alert Against 
Dictatorship,” the manifesto an
alyzes the growing threat of the 
de Gaullist danger and castigates

vate property and coionialism, is to , the policies of the reformists and
remain the same. The form is to 
be changed, there are to be elected 
committees — which the Stalinists 
hope to control because of their 
present great forces — but to carry

Stalinists. I t  calls for the prepara
tion cf a General Strike by united 
front action to beat down any at
tempt to set up the projected Bona- 
partist dictatorship, and to form a

cut the same nationalist, class col- ; government of the workers' parties 
laboraticn line. | based on mass control and a posi-
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The accent of the whole policy is 
to be more than ever on chauvinism, 
on “defending the national sov
ereignty of France" — this time 
directed against the United States, 
in accordance with the line laid 
down by the Kremlin for its Bel
grade Bureau.

In  line with the declaration of the 
conference of the “Nine,” the whole 
tactic prescribed by Thorez centers 
around “greater orientation toward 
the masses." He quotes the Warsaw 
declaration which says that the 
greatest danger “ for the working 
class" at present is the underesti
mation of its own forces and the 
overestimation of the forces of the 
opposite camps. But, just as on 
an international scale, the declara
tion written by Kremlin spokesman 
Zhdanov continues to lay stress on 
the bureaucracy's belief in "peace
ful cohabitation between socialism 
and capitalism,” Thorez continues 
to lay stress in his belief in na
tional unity.

More specifically, national unity 
with the capitalists in the moving 
picture, automobile, aviation and 
similar industries threatened with 
American competition more directly 
than others. Just as the Kremlin 
policy aims to utilize the world 
mass movement it seeks to unleash 
in order to arrive at a compro
mise with Wall Street, the new 
policy of the French Stalinists aims 
at doing the same for a compro
mise with its own ruling class.
A WEDGE IS OPENED

But the extent to which Thorez 
has gone in his “self-criticism” is 
indicative of serious unrest in the 
CP ranks. The worsening economic 
situation drives the workers to more 
decisive class struggles than the 
splintered, partial strikes which the 
Stalinists have felt constrained to 
lead up to now. The gains made in 
the strikes are being wiped out 
by raging inflation. The threat of 
de Gaulle takes on a serious aspect 
after the municipal elections and 
brings pressure for a showdown 
from the right. Thus, the new turn 
of the Stalinists, despite its motiva
tions, opens up a wedge in the pres
ent situation which leads to the

tive anti-capitalist program: the
establishment of a living minimum 
wage, the sliding scale of wages to 
combat inflation, Workers’ control of 
industry.

The annual conference of the PCI, 
which meets next week, will occupy 
itself more thoroughly and don- 
cretely with the specific elabora
tion of this program and the means 
to bring it  to the masses in the 
developing showdown struggle.

Harriman and the 
Housing Situation

“ A  fo rest fire  licked th rough  
woods on a seven-m ile fro n t in 
southern Orange C ounty (N ew
York) but i t  was diverted from 
burning into the 27,000-acre estate 
of the Secretary of Commerce, W. 
Averell Harriman. . . . Rangers said 
they believed it  started from embers 
of a summer home which burned 
earlier at Lake Sapphire in the 
fifteen-mile Sterling Forest tract, 
also owned by the Harriman fam
ily." — New York Times, Oct. 23.

Now we know why the U. S. De
partment of Commerce is moving- 
heaven and earth to get the con
struction intiifstry started on a low- 
cost housing program. Why every 
available carpenter, plumber, paint
er, electrician is working like a 
beaver to erect bungalows, apart
ment buildings and low-rent hous
ing projects becomes crystal clear.

No wonder you don't see precious 
building materials used to put up 
night clubs, swank country water
ing places for the rich and recrea
tional centers for tired business 
men.

Harriman is worried about the 
more than a few dozen buildings 
on these crowded acres, and one 
of them has already burned.

Besides, with all these tenement 
buildings collapsing around the 
country, Harriman can’t tell when 
one of his town houses might cave 
in.
housing situation. He has only 
a fifteen-mile forest tract and a 
27,000-acre estate. There are no

VICTORY AT ARNOT
Before 1899 the coal fields of Pennsylvania were not; 

organized. Immigrants poured into the country and they? 
worked cheap. There was always a surplus of immigrant 
labor, solicited in Europe by the coal companies, so as to 
keep wages down to barest living. Hours of work down? 
under ground were cruelly long. Fourteen hours a djtW 
was not uncommon, thirteen, twelve. The life or limb ox̂  
the miner was unprotected by any laws. Families lived 
in company owned shacks that were not f it  for their pigs, 
Children died by the hundreds due to the ignorance and 
poverty of their parents.

Often I  have helped lay out for burial the babies oi 
the miners, and the mothers could scarce conceal then 
relief at the little  ones’ death. Another was already or 
its way, destined, if  a boy, for the breakers; i f  a girl, foi 
the silk mills where the other brothers and sisters alreadj 
worked.

The United Mine Workers decided to organize these 
fields and work for human conditions for human beings 
Organizers were put to work. Whenever the spirit of the 

| men in the mines grew strong enough a strike was called, 
In  Arnot, Pennsylvania, a strike had been going on 

four or five months. The men were becoming discouraged 
The coal company sent the doctors, the school teachers, the 
preachers and their wives to the homes of the miners tc 
get them to sign a document that they would go back 

The president of the district, Mr. Wilson, and an or
ganizer, Tom Haggerty, got despondent. The signatures 
were overwhelmingly in favor of returning on Monday.

Haggerty suggested that they send for me. At Roaring 
Branch, the nearest train connection with Arnot, the 
secretary of the Arnot Union, a young boy, William Bounc
er, met me with a horse and buggy. We drove sixteen 
miles over rough mountain roads. I t  was biting cold. 
We got into Arnot Sunday noon and I  was placed in the 
coal company’s hotel, the only hotel in  town.

Sunday afternoon I  held a meeting. I t  wad riot as 
] large a gathering as those we had later but I  stirred up 

the poor wretches that did come.
“ You’ve got to take the pledge,” I  said. "Rise and 

pledge to stick to your brothers and the union' t i l l  the 
strike’s won!”

The men shuffled their feet but the women rose, their 
babies in their arms, and pledged themselves to see that 
no one went to work in the morning.

, "The meeting stands adjourned til l ten o’clock tomor
row morning,” I  said. “Everyone come and see that the 
slaves that think to go back to their masters come along 
with you.” . '  -M

At eleven o’clock that night the housekeeper knocked? 
at my door and told me that I  had to give up my room;; 
that she was told it  belonged to a teacher. “ I t ’s a shame, 
mother," she whispered, as she helped me into my coat.. t ( ' 

I  found little  Bouncer sitting on guard down in- tha 
lobby. He took me up the mountain to a miner’s house. 'I 

“ And did they put you out, Mother?’’
“They did that.”
“ I  told Mary they might do that,” said the miner!' He 

held the oil lamp with the thumb and his little  finger 
and I  could see that the others were off. His face was 
young but his body was bent over.

He insisted on my sleeping in the only bed, with his 
wife. At eight o’clock she came into my room, crying.

"You must get up. The sheriff is here to put us out 
for keeping you. This house belongs to the Company.”

The family gathered up all their earthly belongings, 
which weren’t much, took down all the holy pictures, and 
put them in a wagon, and they with all their neighbors 
went to the meeting. The sight of that wagon with the 
sticks of furniture and the holy pictures and the children, 
with the father and mother and myself walking along 
through the streets turned-the tide. I t  made the men so 
angry that they decided not to go back that morning'to 
the mines. Instead they came to the meeting where they 
determined not to give up the strike until they had won 

Then the company tried to bring in scabs. I  told the 
men to stay home with the children for a change and 
let the women attend to the scabs. I  organized an army 
of women housekeepers. On a given day they were to 
bring their mops and brooms and "the army” would charge 
the scabs up at the mines.

I selected as leader an Irish woman who had a most 
picturesque appearance. She had slept late and her hus
band had told her to hurry up and get into the army. 
She had grabbed a red petticoat and slipped it  over a 
thick cotton night gown. She wore a black stocking and 
a white one. She had tied a little  red fringed shawl over 
her wild red hair. Her face was red and her eyes were 
mad. I  looked at her and fe lt that she could raise a 
rumpus.

I said, “You lead the army up to the Drip Mouth. Take 
that tin dishpan you have with you and your hammer, 
and when the scabs and the mules come up, begin to 
hammer and howl. Then all of you hammer and howl 
and be ready to chase the scabs with your mops andj 
brooms. Don’t be afraid of anyone.”

Up the mountain side, yelling and hollerjng, she led' 
the women, and when the mules came up with the scabs 
and the coal, she began, beating on the dishpan and hollers 
ing and all the army joined in with her. The sheriff tapped 
her on the shoulder.

“ My dear lady," said he. "Remember the mules. Dori’fc 
frighten them.”

She took the old tin pan and she hit him with it  and 
she hollered, “To hell with you and the mules!”

He fell over ar.d dropped into the creek. Then the 
mules began to rebel against scabbing. They bucked and 
kicked the scab drivers and started off for the barn. The 
scabs started running down hill, followed by the army of 
women with their mops and pails and brooms.

From that day on the women kept continual watch 
of the mines to see that the company did not bring in 
the scabs. Every day women with brooms or mops in one 
hand and babies in the other arm wrapped in little blankets, 
went to the mines and watched that no one went in. And 
all night long they kept (watch. They were heroic women. 
In the long years to come the nation will pay them high 
tribute for they were fighting for the advancement of a 
great country.

I  held meetings throughout the surrounding country. 
The company was spending money among tl-fc farmers, 
urging them not to do anything for the miners. I  went 
out with an old wagon and a union mule that had gone 
on strike, and a miner’s little boy for a driver. I  held 
meetings among the farmers and won them to the side 
of the strikers.

Sometimes it was twelve or one o’clock in the morning 
when I  would get home, the little boy asleep on my arm 
and I driving the mule. Sometimes it  was several degrees 
below zero. The winds whistled down the mountains and 
drove the snow and sleet in our faces. My hands and feet 
were often numb. We were all living on dry bread and 
black coffee. I  slept in .a room that never had a fire in 
it and I often woke up in the morning to find snow 
covering the outside covers of my bed.

The last of February the company put up a notice 
that all demands were conceded.

“Did you get the use of the hall for us to hold meet
ings?” asked the women. "No, we didn’t  ask for that.” 

“Then the strike is on again,” said they. They got thfii 
hall.

I  was going to leave for the central fields, and before 
I  left, the union held a victory meeting in Bloosburg. The 
women came for miles in a raging snow storm for that 
meeting, little children trailing on their skirts, and babies 
under their shawls. Many of the miners had walked miles. 
I t  was one night of real joy and a great celebration.

(R epirnted by permission o f Charles H. K e rr &  Co., Publishers, 
Chicago, I I I .)
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T h e  R ea l M u rd e re r  
is n ’t  Jam es H ic k m a n
R ^ to r :
| J |  Nov,- .5 James Hickman went 
An Trial for his life, charged with 
fflijing his landlord. He had been 
living in the attic of a firetrap like 
many' ‘‘homes" of workers. This 
miserable attic burned .up, killing 
foul' of Hickman’s children.

His landlord had previously threat
ened to burn him out. With this in 
tnyid, Hickman shot and killed his 
landlord.
«There is nothing unusual about a 

tenement burning down and taking 
whole families to their death. The 
Hickman case is only one example 
■ofi the horrible conditions under 
which the working class and op
pressed minorities are forced to 
live.

James Hickman is on trial for 
murder, while the real murderer, 
the murderer of his children and 
the potential murderer of others is 
still at large. That murderer is 
capitalism.

Its  weapons are firetrap tene
ments. ■ Its victims your family. 
This murderer must be stopped.

The working class and all op
pressed minorities must unite and 
let the worst killer of all, capitalism, 
know that we w ill take no more. 
We must raise our voice so that the 
whole world can hear us.

Let us save the life of this Ne
gro, whose fight now exemplifies 
the fight of all oppressed people 
everywhere against the capitalist 
courts and the capitalist society.

Josephine Sweeney 
;̂S V  San Francisco, Calif.

W o rk e d  F o r  45 Y ea rs  
a nd S t i l l  H as N o  
Savi n gs F o r  O ld  A ge

l& p flis  noon shift I  noticed a work- 
^jjn>il. up the bearings he takes care 
pi. And go over to a pile of bricks 
aiid sit down. He did this again in 

lafeciilt 3,5 minutes, so I  went over 
to him. Because of his age and 
being around this plant so long, I 
wanted to get his idea of i t  all.

“John,” I  asked, "how long have 
you been here?”

"Forty-five years,” he said. " I ’m 
getting an easier job, as I am not 
able because of my age to hustle 
around here fast enough.

Tasked where he was going . He 
told, me to a smaller mill with the 
same concern where he would have 
less to do.

“Well, you don't have to worry,” 
I : said; “because you have been in 
the company better than 40 years 
and have worked pretty steady all 
your life. So you must have a siz
able bank account and could retire 
and live moderately.”

He looked at me rather peculiar 
and smiled. " I  worked here way, 
way back for about $12 a week, 12 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Living 
was cheap but I couldn’t save. I  
worked here the First World War. 
Made big money, saved a little. I 
spent all of my money when Mr. 
Hoover was the President because 
I  didn’t  have a job.

“Then I  borrowed money too and 
worked on WPA. Then they called 
me back. I  paid all of my debt ofi 
jjptt ihe 30th. Now. I  don’t  under- 
S |nd . I  make big money, $1.18 an 
K tf t jL No can save. I  think, 'Born 

poor’.”
', j<ve seen them transfer other 

Workers to easier jobs in the past 
to^make room for youth; and this 
U R K  i t  works; First they transfer 
TR f. Then you lose department

The Workers' Forum columns 
are oven to the opinions of the 
readers of “ The M ilitan t.”  Let
ters are welcome on any subject 
of interest to the workers. Keep 
them short ami include youi 
name anil address. Indicate i f  
you want your name printed.

seniority rights. A young man gets 
your former job and goes through 
the same cycle you'did. And when 
things slow down, you are laid off, 
never to be recalled again.

There is only one genuine solu
tion to it  all—socialism. Then you 
get out of society everything you 
put into i t  as a worker.

A ll power to the new social order. 
But I don’t  advocate becoming dor
mant. Sell subs to the Fourth In 
ternational, to The Militant, sell 
pamphlets, talk to all potential 
leaders, drop seeds for the new so
cial order whenever possible, to in 
dividuals or crowds. Do your share 
so we can once and for all live 
under a system where there won’t 
be wars, famines and meed in your 
old age.

Joe
Youngstown, Ohio

A dvoca tes  M a rr ia g e  
F o r  C h u rch  H ie ra rc h s
Editor:

According to a recent Associated 
Press dispatch the Vatican denied 
that “church and state could be 
‘entirely’ separate.” The Pope de- 

[ nounced “all totalitarianism,” said 
the dispatch, which seeks “ to make 
the church submit to the state.” 

i I f  the .Church is not supposed to 
bow to the state, then the govern
ment and laws of any country 
should not be expected to conform 
to the desires of the Pope or any 
church. -

The controversy between the 
Catholic Church and various gov
ernments concerns personal or 
moral issues and the differences 
between church and government 
laws regulating marriage and di- 

i vorce.
I t  seems to me that what is need

ed is cooperation between the 
church and state so as to help and 
encourage every person to become 
a better human being.

What the Pope, bishops and 
! priests need are wives and chil
dren of their own. Then they 
would have a better .understanding 
of morals, marriage and divorce. 

I Thus they would be too busy to 
worry about the behavior of others.

Anna K. Sager 
Toledo, Ohio

H o ld s  I t  Is  P oss ib le  
T o C a p tu re  M a ch in e  
O f  D e m o c ra tic  P a r ty
Editor:

I  deny that the true, honest, anti- 
capitalist Socialists cannot in t ilt  
primaries capture the Democratic 
Party and make it the political ma
chine for abolishing capitalism anc 
establishing a democratic produc
tion for use economy.

I deny that a th ird party in 
America would hasten this end. 1 
have advocated labor third partie: 
long before your party and paper 
came into being, and I  wasted years 
of my early life in futile, weak third 
parties.

That effort of mine in the Demo
cratic primaries should have been 
productive of much greater results 
Be realists. Be honest. Don’t be 
pinheads!

Samuel S. Shapira 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Ed. Note: What’s the opinion of 
our readers?

C a lls  S w am p  C oup le  
In  $13 a W e e k  O ffe r
Editor: ,,

My husband and I  had am- expe
rience which strikingly demon
strates the declining standard of 
iving of the American workers. Be
cause of the inflation I  had to take 
i  job and bbard out our baby for 
i  w'hile.

After ■ long discussion and hesi
tation, we ran an advertisement in 
the paper: “Wanted. Housewife to 
coard 8-months-old baby while 
mother works. Week ends off. Will 
pay $13 per week.”

That was more than vie could af
ford, but who, we wondered, could 
afford to take a baby for less than 
that? Milk, oranges and baby food 
alone would cost the housewife 
something more than $3 a Week. 
That left $10 a week in wages, or 
$2 a day.

For two lousy dollars a day, the 
housewife would have to do the 
baby’s laundry, make the formula, 
feed him and bathe him and dress 
him. She would have to train him 
in toilet habits, wean -him and 
discipline him. She would, have to 
carry 21 pounds • of wiggling hu
manity arour.d her house and she 
would have her nerves worn thin 
by an infant in the process of be
coming a social human being.

She would have to do all of this 
in addition to caring for her own 
children and going through the 
endless grind of her daily routine.

After thinking i t  over, I  threw 
caution to the winds and bet my 
husband a chocolate cake that no 
me wouid answer the ad. Today I 
baked a chocolate cake.

The calls started coming in the 
lay before yesterday at 4 in  the 
iftemoon. I  sat by the phone from 
1 until 8 P.M. when my husband 
Cook over until 10 P.M. Since we 
both had to get,..up at 5 in the 
norning, we went to bed and shut 
.he door in order not to hear the 
ihone ring.

Our irate neighbor, who is on the 
same party line, informed us the 
text day that the phone rang until 
midnight. At 6:30 the next morn
ing it  started in again and the next 
.fay, as I  frrite this, it is still going 
strong. All in all we must have 
bad about 50 or 69 calls.

Who were these women who call
'd r.nd practically begged us to 
consider them? As they gave their 
justifications, most of them also 
;ave their stories. They wbre all 
;he same. They, too, wanted to go 
to work, but most of them had two, 
hree or four children and so could
n’t leave their homes.

Inflation was eating deeper and 
leeper into their husband’s pay 
checks, and this was a way they 
:ould earn a little something and 
emain at home. There had been 
¡ickness in the family . .■ . Christ- 
nas was coming up . . . somehow 
>r other warm winter clothes for 
lie children had to be bought . . . 
•nd above all. though unexpressed, 
io w  can w e eat if  things continue 
ike this? Anxiety and worry was 
n every word they said and in 
.•very tone of voice.

I  couldn't help thinking of the 
ocialist state as pictured in Ed
vard Bellamy’s book Looking Back
yard. How fantastic it  will some 
lay seem to look backward at to- 
lay’s conditions!

M. W.
Massillon, Ohio

B y Rose K a rs n e r  *
■ National Campaign Director 

Response to our c ircu la r le t
te r to subscribers asking fo r 
con tribu tions  to the  M ilita n t 
F ii'nd are s ti l l  com ing in. The 
fo llo w in g  insp irin g  ' le tte r te lls 
s im p ly  and c lea rly  how much 
The M ilita n t is appreciated.

"Please find enclosed $5 which 
represents ray ru rt of the expense: 
of keeping The M ilitant going. 
(.Our emphasis.)
• “ I  appreciate very deeply the ef

fort and self sacrifice you people of 
The M ilitant must go through to 
keep this paper going and alive. 
You do: a wonderful job and you 
are to be congratulated by all who 
have the working class interest at 
heart.
C-T regret that I  am not able to 

send in a much larger amount than 
above stated. I  hope the campaign 
will be a great success and The 
M ilitant will always be with us, as 
I  read it  each week with great in
terest and always look forward to 
reéeiving it, although some times I 
do not get it . until the following 
week and occasionally i t  does not 
get. to me at all as it seems to get 
lost in the mail. So with the great
est admiration and respect for The 
Militant and the noble people who 
keep it  going I  say :

“ Happy birthday and many of 
them. I  am sincerely yours, L. 
M a r t i n . : ■

Then we have the note from Mr. 
Blcck:

“ I  am sending you $10. I t ’s little 
enough when one realizes the im
portance of the task and the im
mensity of the problems you face.”

Letters like these are very com
forting. They help us far more 
than the writers of them realize. 
Even the staunchest fighters need 
encouragement—and that; is whàt 
these letters are' for us.

Garcia, of Los Angeles, writes: 
"Received your appeal for funds. 
Am an oldster of limited means and 
what I  can spare is for another 
cause.” This reader, however, is 
not hostile as is the following:
. "Sjrs, .Please cancel my subscrip
tion at once, because I ’m satisfied

Scoreboard For
r M  $15,000 M ilitant Fund

Branch Quota Paid Percent
ST LOTUS $ 50 $ 97 194\  (f • Allentown-Bethlehem 75 63 84
Flint ........................... 200 160 80 1
Milwaukee ................. 200 141 70

•'jB 1 1 Newark ...................... 500 349 70
Buffalo ...................... 600 393 65
Cleveland .................. 250 164 64
Philadelphia ............... 300 187 62

■ New York .................. 4.500 2,724 61
| | Ä B S i  Oakland ...................... 250 148 59

Twin Cities ............... 1,000 555 55«P-Spfl Youngstown ............... 600 328 55
' j e t .  Los Angeles ............... 1,500 793 53

® P i t t s b u r g h  ................. 150 60 40üf Jplf Rochester .................. 25 10 40
Tacoma .......... ........... 25 10 40
A Irrnn 300 107 36

i j f P J W R n e t  on 275 99 36 1
SfU1 Francisc° .......... 1,250 419 34Ä T.ynn 125 40 32
Seattle ....................... 300 97 32
Connecticut State ... 200 59 29

W m m m  Chicago .................... 1,500 389 26
mm ■  • ' San Diego ................. 100 26 26

Toledo ...................... 150 39 26
S 7 Detroit ...................... 600 152 25

Reading .................. 100 20 20
West Virginia ............ 25 5 20

-1 Massillon-Canton ... 50 0 0

JP ^  TOTAL THROUGH NOV. 10 $7,634 51

T H E M i  Li  t AN T ARMY

Sub Drives Gain Ground  

And Street Sales Rise

with our type of government and 
very strongly' opposed to your ideas. 
George Kotchish."

FROM OUR READERS '
Santora $1.25; Callender $2; Cron 

$.50; Barbara $10; Crook $1; De
sando $1; Fsingold $.50: Rhoads 
$1; Martin $5; Llock $10; Hernea 
$1; Goosby $1.22; West $1.25; Laws 
$1; Andrews $10; Pace $1; Terrell 
$1; Tromni $1; Morey $1; Lapin 
$1.50; Fox $1: Webb $.50, and three 
anonymous friends sent in $2.35.

H. L. cf Newark sent us $3 
through a friend.

Allentown Branch is the surprise 
of the week. From 7% this branch 
jumped in one leap to 84%, Rob
ert writes: “ I regret that I was

unable to send a remittance to The 
M ilitant Fund at an earlier date. 
Enclosed find money order. We 
exrect to be able to send the bal
ance before the end of the month.”

Youngstown—M. Jones: "Enclosed 
find a money order to apply on our 
quota in The M ilitant Fund. We 
hope to be able to raise the balance, 
in a few weeks.”

Seattle—Joyce: “ I am confident 
that we will meet our pledge in 
fu ll."

Massillon-Canton—Mac: "We re
gret the fact that we still have zero 
on the scoreboard in the Fund 
Campaign, but we have had a little 
financial difficulty. However, you 
may rest assured that we will have 
100% paid."

New and renewal subscriptions 
picked up in October after the sum
mer vacation lull. The month's 
total of 391 surpassed either August 
or September figures. However, 
even this figure falls far short of 
registering the actual accomplish
ment of the branches in spreading 
The Militant, for many thousands 
of individual copies were sold in 
connection with election campaigns 
and other party activities.

* * #
New York not only led the cities 

with 62 new subs during October, 
but every week sold hundreds of 
single copies, mainly at Harlem 
street meetings but also throughout 
the city. On Nov. 1, the last Sat
urday night of the Harlem cam
paign for Robert Williams for State 
Senator, .^ew  York comrades sold 
157 copies of The Militant, a l
though it was such a cold night 
people hated to take their hands 
out of their pockets. At the same 
time 45 pamphlets were sold and 
several thousand election leaflets 
were distributed.

* » «
Boston, with some of the liveliest 

su'e-getters in the country, sold 40 
subs for second place. Most of 
these were renewals, representing 
consistent call-back work. At the 
same time Boston supporters of The 
M ilitant conducted a spirited elec
tion campaign for Lawrence P.
Trainor for the School Board.

* s *
Milwaukee, Flint, San Francisco, 

and New Haven also stressed re
newal work in their subscription ac
tivities.

* « *
. Reporting on F lin t’s last dozen
subs. Jerry K irk said they were ob
tained on a mobilization. "The 
branch is divided into four teams. 
At the moment S id ’Bannon's Dead

German W orkers Resist Dismantling of Factories

C om e a n d  m eet o th e r  ‘M i l i ta n t ’ R ead ers  a t these L o ca l A c tiv itie s  o f

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
MILWAUKEE—M ilitant Bookshop, 

608 S. 5 St. Open evenings Mon
day through Friday, 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St., 
open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily ex
cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781 
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums. 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open every 
Monday, 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEWARK —. 423 Springfield Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. Library and 
reading room open week nights,- 
7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni
versity Place. GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room 
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Discus
sion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave., 1st 
floor, phone T I 2-0101.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St., 
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone 
CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—For information 
write to P. O. Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — 130S-05 W. Gi
rard Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily. 
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev
enson 4-5820.

PITTSBURGH—1418 F ifth  Ave., 2nd
floor. * : — ••• ■ ••

Open meetings every 1st and 
third Sundays at 3:30 pith.

Marxist Study CJass. every 
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F 
St., R, 213. Open Tuesday, Thurs
day &  Saturday, 1 to 5 p.m.; 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 7 
to 9 p.m. _ v ( ...

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 Fillmore 
St.', 4th floor, San. Francisco 15. 
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except 
Sunday. Phone F I 6-(H10.

SEATTLE—1919 >4 Second Ave. Open 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mon. 
through F ri„  12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, book
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic Train
ing Class.

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd., 
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30— 
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St.. St. Paul 
2r Phone Garfield 1137. Open 
daily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOMA, W'ash. —Meetings every 
Wednesday, 8 p.m.. at Odd Fellows 
Hall, 6th and Fawcett. Discus
sions on current topics. For Infor
mation', write P.O. Box 1079.'(I i ••

.. . *  . M ;  v - ’ m ;

TOLEDO 113 St,. Clair. St., 2nd 
floor. Open daily, - -; ¡.

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E. Federal 
Bldg., Room 302, Youngstown 3, 
O. Open 11-4:30 Monday through 
Saturday, Phone 3-1355.

B y E rn e s t G e rm a in
O ct. 18— D u rin g  the second 

week of September the B rit is h  
M il i ta ry  G overnm ent ordered 
the d ism an tling  o f the H olm ag 
p lan t in  K ie l, Germany.

This plant had been completely 
reconstructed since the end of the 
war. The British authorities them
selves had called it  vitally import
ant for the economy of the British 
occupation zone.

When the workers of the Hol- 
mag plant learned of the decision 
to dismantle it, their factory com
mittee decided unanimously to re
fuse to collaborate in any way with 
this demolition decree. A ll the 
workers immediately went out on 
strike. Foreign workers employed 
in the plant participated solidly in 
the strike. After four weeks of 
struggle the strike still goes on. 
British’ troops have occupied the 
factory but it  has not yet been dis
mantled.

The action o^the Holmag work
ers is of. historic importance. It 
constitutes the first public and or
ganized demonstration by the work
ing population against the savage 
plundering measures imposed on 
vanquished Germany by the Pots
dam a g r e e m e n t .  The Holmag 
wprkers have shown by this action 
that a decisive change is beginning 
to take place in the psychology of 
the German working class. Tills 
working class had been paralyzed 
for two years by a mood of total 
impotence in the face of the over
whelming military, economic and 
political superiority of the occupy
ing powers.

The great movements of April 
and May were by and large move
ments of despair—an elementary 
but ’already o r g a n i z e d  reaction 
against the famine strangling the 
people. As against these move
ments, the strike at Kiel represents 
a step forward. I t ' is an organized 
expression of the fact that the poli

tical consciousness of the German 
I workers is maturing.
| EXAMPLE BEARS FRUIT

An audacious and demonstrative 
act by a small vanguard often suf
fices during a profound crisis to 
touch off movements of unexpected 
scope. Not long after the action at 
Kiel, the American m ilitary gov
ernment announced the coming dis
mantlement of a long list of fac
tories totaling a billion dollars in 
value. The complete list of these 
plants has not yet been published, 
but reports indicate the stupendous 
figure of 1,800 factories. (Since this 
was written, 682 planks have been 
earmarked for dismantlement, with 
decision stiff pending on the re
mainder—Ed.)

Encouraged by the example at 
Kiel, the German working popula
tion is now protesting with an un
accustomed vigor. So great is tile 
pressure of public opinion on the 
political and trade union organi
zations. time the president of the 
Hamburg Federation of Trade Un
ions and the conference of Social 

i Democratic functionaries in Berlin 
have both taken the initiative by 
condemning in public documents all 
the dismantling measures of the 
Allies.

These two documents are hesi
tant, timid and full of reservations: 
they do not reject the policy of rep
arations "in  principle;” they do not 
condemn the principles of the Pots
dam agreement; they say nothing 
about the occupation or the dis
memberment of the country.

But in their historic connotation 
these two documents are remark
able in their audacity. For the 
first time since 1945 German 
workers’ organizations have called 
into question the “ right”  of the 
‘•conquerors" to dispose as they 
please of the lives and belongings 
ef the vanquished people. Up ’to 
now, this ‘‘right" has provided the 
basis for not only all the policies 
of the four occupying powers, but 
also all the activities of the legal 
parties.

With the action of the Holmag

workers; with the ensuing threat 
of a general strike on the railroads; j 
with tjie appeal of the Independent 
Social Democratic party of Berlin 
for an "immediate moratorium on 
all dismantling,”  the working class 
political opposition to the occupa
tion, division and pillage of Ger
many has from this point on as
sumed an organized ferm.

The great hunger protests of 
March and April, we emphasized at 
that time, were only the beginning 
of the awakening. The movements 
taking place today are only the 
first steps on the road of political 
action.

The relation of forces remains 
| extremely unfavorable to the Ger- 
| man workers. Economic stagnation 
has caused a grave decrease in the 
number of workers actually em
ployed in industry; class conscious
ness is continually undermined by 
demoralization and moral degrada- 

I tion,
But from now on the worst lies 

behind. Time begins to work in 
favor of the proletariat. The sub
jective factor w ill become, here too, 
the decisive factor. The Fourth In 
ternational w ill continue to explain 
to the German workers that the 
struggle for each cf their economic 
and democratic demands, the strug
gle for the right to live, to work 
for liberty which decaying capital
ism can no longer guarantee them, 
reaches its culmination in the 
struggle against the occupation, the 
dismemberment and pillage of the 
country.

The awakening oi the German 
proletariat will be decisive When the

proletariat becomes capable of or
ganizing this struggle under its 
own banner, with its own methods 
of action and under its own lead
ership.

In the course of this struggle, as 
the example of Holmag has just 
strikingly demonstrated, the prole
tariat will win the confidence of all 
the unorganized masses of the toil
ing population and will pave the 
way for the immediate struggle for 
power.

(Translated from■ the Oct. IS is
sue of the Belgian Trotskyist 
paper. LA LVTTE OUVR1ERE.)

End Kids are in the lead with 22 
to their credit, followed by Jim 
Kramer’s Stump Jumpers with 13. 
The Ridge Runners have 8 and the 
Hollow Tree Gang 3. We have our 
sights raised on 200 subs in this 
campaign."

* * *
Milwaukee is also holding weekly 

mobilizations. Literature Agent
Caro) Andrews reported: "We are 
contacting the pickets who were
arrested in the AC strike.”

* * *
Seven of Buffalo’s 12 subs were 

turned in by T. D. who is “ our 
leading sub-getter in steel," accord
ing to Agent Charles Carlson.

t  „  .  . .  r
New Haven combined sub-getting 

with sale of tickets for its Russian 
Revolution Anniversary meeting.

s u e

Philadelphia Branch sold all its 
last dozen subs right in the head
quarters, most of them at a social. 
That’s one way to bring in the sub
scribers instead of going out to call! 
on them.

*  # a

Of course (of course, of course) 
another sub came this week from 
James W. Connery of Kewance. 
That makes seven for Connery in 
October.

OCTOBER SUBS
New York ...................... 62
Boston .........................  40
Milwaukee ................... 32
F lin t ............................. 25 - -
San Francisco .............. 21 1
New Haven .................  19
Los Angeles ................   18
Minneapolis ............... > 17 1 * *
Chicago ........................ 13
Philadelphia- .................  13
Buffalo .........................  12
Newark ........................ 11
Oakland ...................■ 11- -
Cleveland ....................  9
Allentown ............... A . . . ,
San Diego ................... 6' ,
Toledo ........ .V .. . . . . .7  '6 ' " ; '
Youngstown .................  6
Lynn ...........................  5
Pittsburgh 5

... . St,-Louis .....................   5 j
Akron ................................ 4 '
Detroit .........................  4 "
St. Paul .......................  4 . .
Seattle .........................  2 • l *-
Morgantown ................. 1 . . j .
New Britain ...............  1
Calumet .......................  0 7
Reading ......................  0
Rochester .............   0
Tacoma ........................ 0
General ........................ 31

Total .................: . . .  391

Twin City Forum Topic: 
“Menace of Fascism”

“The Growing Menace of Fasc
ism" will be the subject of discus
sion at tlie Twin City Sunday 
Forum on November 23 at 3:30 
p.m. The meeting, known as the 
“Workers’ Town Meeting,” will be 
held at 10 S. 4th St., Minneapolis, 
and admission is free.

T h e  M il i ta n t  w ill be 1 9  yea rs  old N o v e m b e r 1 5

Send An Anniversary Gift
In s e rt a C o in .o r  P in  a B ill — M a il T o d a y !

\ Folded Bill

The Militant,
1 16 University PI., 
New York 3, N. Y.

Dear Friends: |2 5 c |
Enclosed find $ ......................... to help

continue your fight for a better world.

Your friend,

NEW YORK
M a rx is t  L a b o r School

4 Monday evenings in 
November and December 

Beginning Nov. 17 
first. Scries: 7:30 to 9:00 p. m. 
Reconstruction Period In 

Second American 
Revolution

Instructor: Charles Carsten
New York SWP Organizational 

Secretary
Second Series: 9 to 10:30 /). in. 

Boom— Bust Ahead?
Instructor: John G. Wright
Associate Editor •Fourth 

In ternational"
$1.00 per course or 30 cents 

per session
1 1 6  U n iv e rs ity  P lace

Buy ‘The M ilita n t’ Here:
AKRON

News Exchange. 51 S. M ain .
SWP. 8 So. H oward St.
La Salle Confectionery. 620 S. M ain. 
Kallas C iga r Store, M ain &  H ow 
ard, N .W . corner.

BOSTON
Sam’s Corner, C en tra l Ave., Lynn . 
U ptow n News Co., 234 H un tin g to n  
Ave., Boston.

B U F F A L O
N. W. corner, M ain &  Chippewa. 
Delaware Ave. & Chippewa S.E. Cor. 

C A M P B E L L, O.
E ide lm an ’s Newsstand, W ilson Ave. 
near Sheet and Tube Em ploym ent 
Office.

CHICAGO
Ceshinsky’s Brtok Store.
2750 W. D iv is ion  
Socia list W orkers Bookshop.
777 W. Adams

C L E V E LA N D
G & M. Newsstanct, 9th and Su
p erio r
" M il i ta n t ”  Bookshop 

D E TR O IT
" M il i ta n t "  Bookshop 
6108 Linwood Ave.

LOS AN G ELES
316'/{i W est P ico B lvd., Room 1. 
near O live St.
D ow n tow n: N E  corner 5th and
M ain ; 326 W. 5th St.
Socialist W orkers P a rty , 3 I6 Vj
Vico B lvd .,-n e a r O live St. 
resfilers* Newsstand, 335 % South 
H il l  Street.
Ted’s Stand. P.E. S ta tion . 103rd
and Graham.
W yc lifTs  Record Shop, 97th near 
Graham:
2210V** B rooklyn  Ave.
H o llyw o o d : Stands a t Hollywood
and Cahuenga, Hollywood and Los 
Palmos.

M IN N E A P O L IS

Labor Book Store.10 S. 4 St. 
Shinder’s News Agency 
Hennepin Ave. and 6th St. 

N E W A R K
S ocia list W orkers P a rty , 423 S prin - 
field Ave.
S. W . Corner. Broad & M arket. 
Broad &  B ra n fo rd  PI.
Broad &  Academy St.

N E W  B R IT A IN . CONN.

Ideal ’Cat-Rate, 432 M ain St.
Rossi’s Store, Stanley &  Church St. 

N E W  H A V E N  

106 Church St.
N E W  YO R K

M anhattan, near 14th S t.:
101 U n ive rs ity  PI.
116 U n ive rs ity  PI.
42 E. 14th St.
52 E. 14th St.
SE 1th Ave. and 14th St.
SW 1th Ave. &  14th St.
N E  4th Ave. & 14th St.
SW  3rd Ave. & ' 14th St.
94 E. 14th St.
SW 3rd Ave. and 14th St.
N E  6th Ave. and 14th St.

N ear A s to r Place

NIC Broadway and 8th St.
Broadway and A sto r 
B roadway and W avcrly  
SW Cooper Sq. and W nverly 
N E  T h ird  Ave. and 9th Sf..
U ptow n Side A sto r and 8th St.

Low er East Side 
N E  cor. Delanccy and Essex 
N W  cor. Delanccy and S u ffo lk  
N W  cor. Delancey and C lin ton  

M anha ttan , near 42nd S t.:
SW 5th Ave. &  42nd St.
S Bet. 5th & 6th Ave. &  42nd St. 
SE 6th Ave. &  42nd St.
SW 6th Avenue &■ 42nd St.
SW 7th" Ave. &  42nd St.
SW 8th Ave. & 42nd St.

M anha ttan , a t 125th St.
Lenox S.W. Corner 
7tn Ave. N .W . Corner
8th Ave. S.W . Corner 
8th Ave. N .W . C orner
St. N icholas Ave. N .W . Corner
St. N icholas Ave. S.W. Corner 

B ro n x : . . . . . .
S E. cor. A lic rto n  Ave. and W hite
PI. Road. . .
N .W . cor. Freem an St. and W ilk in s  
Ave.

P H IL A D E L P H IA
N .W . corner 13th St. &  M a rke t 
Labor Forum , 1303 West G ira rd.
Broad and A rch.
Penn S ta tion . 15th and M arket 
N .E . Corner, Broad and Race.
1343 G ira rd  Ave.
S.E. Corner. 13th F i lb e r t , ...............
11th and M a rke t Sts.
11th and W a ln u t Sts.

P ITTSBU RG H
P. & A. Newsstand, 220 Federal St. 
M. Rose, 1332 F if th  Ave.
Good Luck Shoe R epair, 1922 Cen
tre  Ave.

P O R TLA N D , ORE.
R ich ’s Stand, cor. S.W. W ash ing tn
and S.W. 6th Ave. -------------

SAN DIEGO , C A L.

Grocery r.t 2.896 C lay St 
SA N  FRANCISCO

M acDonald 's Book Store, S67 
M ission St. ; Golden Gate News 
Agency, 81 - 3rd St., San F ra n 
cisco School o f Social Science, 305 
G rant.

SAN PEDRO
M ilita n t Pub. Assn.,
1008 S. Pacific , Room 214.

S E A T T LE

E cke rt’s, corner W ashington St. 
and 1st A v e .: B ishop’s D rug  Storey 
507 Jackson St. : Rnym er’s Book
Store. 905-3rd Ave.

ST. P A U L  
540 Cedar St.

TACOM A, W A S H .
Amusement Center, Between 11 and 
12 Sts., on Pacific.

TO LEDO
De Luxe H a t Shop, 403 Ind iana  Ave.. 
B & G Shoe Repair, 456 Ind iana  
A  ve.
I-Ierbeteen’s Beauty Shop, 2026 C an -’ 
ton.
H irseh Newsstand, 319 St. C la ir. 

YOU N G STO W N

Terrace Confectionery,
1947 Jacobs Road.

• - • ‘. i a

Workers'  Forum Militant Fund at Halfway M ark  
With Less Then a Month to Go

AKRON—2nd floor, 4 S. Howard 
St. Open Mon. through Friday, 
3 to 5 p.m.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m.

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open Sat
urdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
t ; >•? ’

BUFFALO — M ilitant Forum, 629 
Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi- 
son 3960. Open every afternoon 
except Sunday.

CHICAGO—777 W. Adams (corner 
Halsted). Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily, except Sunday. Phone 
Dearborn 4767. Library, book
store.

CLEVELAND — M ilitant F o r u m  
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at Peck's 
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St., (off Wade 
Park Ave.l.

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave., 
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday

||?:through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
W (Current events forum and open
khouse, Saturday from 8 p.m.

F t i j iT —215 E. Ninth St., F lint 3, 
Mich. Open Monday through

I^Friday, 5 to 9 p.m.

fK s ' ANGELES—M ilitant publish-
P ifi^ A s s fl. , 316V& W. Pico Blvd. 

Open' daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
Phone Richmond 4644.

SAN PEDRO — M ilitant publishing 
Assn.,—1008 S. Pacific. Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square, 
Room 11. Discussion every Tues
day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays 
1-5 p.m.



D ia ry  o f a Steel W o rk e r

Revolution Is a Natural Thing
--------------------------  B y  T h e o d o re  K o v a le s k y  ------------------------

‘‘The Great Unwashed,'' they used to call us. A 
“ many-headed monster,’.’ the “ mob”  . . . those were 
the names given to the people in arms, the workers 

on the march. The fight for 
freedom, cither a small one like a 
strike or a great one like a rev
olution, was called “anarchy” !

But a strike is a natural thing, 
a thing like eating or drinking 
or breathing, you feel, when 
you’re in one. You’re on strike, 
your brothers are on strike, and 
even your wife and kid may take 

a turn on the picket line or help out in the soup 
kitchen. It's  part of life, and the people who strike 
With you are the people*you live with and work with.

And a revolution is a natural thing too. Forget 
for a few moments that you have ever read the news
paper denunciations of anarchists and agitators. 
We’re talking about you and nib and the millions 
of others just like us, kissing their wives and quarrel
ing with them, carrying black lunch pails to the 
stfeel plants, the shops, the mines, the flour mills 
and warehouses, working ships across the ocean and 
trains and trucks across the land. *

Look at it this way: Life has moved on with each 
fyear growing worse, each paycheck buying less of the 
¡things you need. Here and there strikes break out, 
and troops are sent in with orders to shoot to k ill the 
strikers. Corruption and graft in the highest branch
es of the government become worse, exist almost out 
in the open. You begin to feel trapped, desperate. 
The life you have been living can't go on, and even 
i f  it  could, you don’t  want it to. You’ve had enough 
of it. There has to be a change.

You’re not alone, holding a minority position. No, 
Slim and Johnny and Frank and all the rest of the 
tellows you work with feel the same way. You talk 
about pulling the pin and shutting the plant down. 
Sometimes when a ladle blows up on the furnace or 
when a grinding wheel flies to pieces in the shop, 
you get particularly angry. I t  scratches a raw sore.

A ll over the land i t ’s like that. No other worker 
feels much differently. The way you think is the 
way they think. Not all of them read The M ilitant 
like you do. No, not all, but plenty. When the paper 
is banned by the government, you’re awfully sore 
about it . . . but you manage to get hold of it any
how. You read it  and think seriously.

Then something happens, perhaps a very little 
thing, but it's the straw that breaks the camel's 
back. The workers boil over, and Bethlehem, Re
public, or Carnegie - Illinois is shut down. What 
you’ve felt like doing they went ahead and did. And 
it spreads, how it  spreads! The whole town around 
the struck plant shuts down. The news hits you and 
the boys in your plant, the enthusiasm hits you, and 
all of you pile out of the gate. You form your com
mittees, and contact the other plants in the area.

This strike is a lot different from others you re
member. I t ’s so big that your strike committee has 
to assign workers to help get food moved into town, 
to keep electricity and the phone system operating, 
to direct traffic.

You’ve made a big step, but where are you going 
from there? Are you going to give the town back to 
the old authorities and have the cops and troops 
break the strike? I t ’s like this all over the country. 
The'question is, what to do? Your strike committee 
and the committees in the other towns have control 
of the land. Who will rule next? You read The 
M ili nut, and it says “ All power to the Council of 
Workers, Farmers, and Soldiers!”  And, true enough, 
the ^soldiers have their councils too.

Finally your strike committee goes on record for 
it, along with strike committees the whole country 
over. So you do it . . . and what do you know! . . . 
i t ’s a revolution. Funny, i t  didn’t  seem radical or 
strange. You were for it. All the boys in the shop 
were for it. Everybody, almost, that you knew was 
for it, and so it came to be.

That’s something like it  was th irty years ago. Nov. 
7, 1917, in Russia. And that’s a lot like what it will 
be in America . . . but you f i l l  in the date yourself.

Careful With Those Adjectives!
B y A lb e r t  P a rk e r -

The Negro, trade union and liberal press last week 
went off on a literary binge over the report of the 
Truman Committee on Civil Rights. They dug up 

and used every adjective in the 
dictionary; they yelled hallelujah 
until they were hoarse; they hail
ed the dawn of a new day for 
minorities in the United States. 
I f  you didn’t  know what was going 
on, you would have thought the 
second emancipation had come, 

or at least that some substantial victory against Jim 
Crow had been won.

Actually, c l course, nothing has changed. Truman 
has received some favorable publicity. His com
mittee has gone on record for some good legislation, 
which the Negro and labor organizations have been 
'demanding for decades and which both the Demo- 
’Ci’dtkT and ■ Republican majorities in Congress have 
refused to pass for decades. And that is about ail.

W ill Truman, force his. party to adopt this legis
lation and try to enact it? Then why didn’t  lie do it 
last year when his party was a majority in Congress? 
W iil the Republicans carry out the committee’s, pro
gressive proposals? Then why didn’t they do i t  earlier 
this year when they had the votes to do it  easily?

- In other words, we have to fight just as hard 
as before if  we want legislation against Jim Crow 
and we still must defeat the Jim Crow capitalist 
parties if  ■ we intend to win these laws. Anybody 
Who doesn’t understand that is only kidding himself,

and won’t be of much use in  the bitter struggles 
that lie ahead.

Almost a whole year ago, when the Truman com
mittee was firs t appointed, Willism E. Bohannan 
write in this column: “  . . . we can predict with 
the greatest confidence that Truman’s committee 
w ill have no more effect than a snowball in hell.”

That was a pretty accurate prediction, and one 
we are still willing to stick by today. We urge the 
readers of The M ilitant to remember it, ar.d also to 
remember the extravagant wishful thinking indulged 
in by the liberals last week, and to check them both 
about a year from now and see who was right.

Why are we so sure about this at a time when 
so many rosy hopes are being expressed? Because 
we have studied history, especially American Negro 
history, and because we have tried to learn from 
our own experiences in the last 15 years, and we 
have come to the following conclusion: The op
pressed and exploited never get anything from the 
oppressors ar.d exploiters except by fighting for it. 
That is why we have no confidence at all in Jim 
Crow governments and parties.

The oppressors and exploiters and their stooges 
would like to have the Negro and working people 
believe that the government wants to protect their 
civil rights; then maybe the Negroes and workers 
would stop fighting for these rights themselves. Our 
job is to destroy all such illusions: Relying on the 
Trumans and Tafts is like putting your head into 
the lion’s mouth.

Reactions to an SWP Campaign
--------;-------------------------- B y  F ra n k  B a r b a r ia ---------------------------------

I  would like, for the benefit of The Militant's read
ers, to report on the typical reactions we received 
from union members during the Socialist Workers 
Party campaign for Mayor, which took us on a 
tour of mrny union locals in San Francisco.

When I would knock at the door of a union meet
ing, the face of the sergeant-at-arms would take 
on a pained look. I  could see what he was thinking: 
"What, another politician!” . But in bored resigna
tion he would present my credentials and I  would 
be admitted.

In a typicrl AFL meeting there would be from 
75 to 200 members, with a sprinkling of young 

.people among the older ones. Often the meeting 
Would be almost half-composed of women; many had 
a good proportion of colored members. They would 
all stand at the three raps of the gavel as I  was 
escorted to the rostrum. Eyebrows would raise at 
the idea of such a young man running for Mayor.

When I  started introducing myself as a working 
class candidate, active in the labor movement since 
1934, I  would get just a slight amount of attention. 
Members looked bored and whispered to each other. 
I  would then present a brief analysis of the causes 
of the rising cost of living, pinning the blame where 
it belonged, on Big Business. When I  would analyze 
how the cost-of-living bonus would handle this prob

lem, I  could see an awakening interest.
By the time I had dealt with the organization 

of consumer-union committees to investigate business 
prices and climaxed it with the slogan of “ Open the 
Books of Big Business,” I  had the undivided atten
tion of the members. All private conversations had 
stopped.

Then I launched an attack on the main task — ex
pose the outworn policy of “ reward your friends." A 
brief review of the record of these “ friends" caused 
several heads to nod in agreement. When I  ex
plained “ the only road — labor into independent 
politics,” i t  was plain to see that this was a novel 
idea for most in the audience and that i t  amounted 
to a full-fledged challenge to the bosses by the 
workers.

No doubt, few were completely convinced by what 
we had to say, but they were certainly aroused to 
the point of reading our program, and thinking about 
it, and talking about it. The fighting class angle 
was what received their approval. There was always 
a good solid hand, ar.d a fine response on their faces 
as I walked out. Later on the outside, a few work
ers would invariably come up to me and shake my 
hand. “ You were the first one who has really said 
something," was their most frequent comment. “ You 
sure don’t  pull any punches."

SUPPORT HICKMAN — The State Executive 
Board of the New Jersey CIO Council last week voted 
support to the defense movement for James Hick

man of Chicago.
* * *

ANYTHING BUT AN INDEPEN
DENT — Drew Pearson says Henry 
Wallace is talking about backing 
Eisenhower for president next year. 
But Walter Winchell says he’ll back 
Truman.

MARBLES IN MOUTH — Sen. Taft is still trying 
to explain what he meant when he said on Oct. 15; 
"The Kentucky election will reflect to a large degree 
which party will elect a president in 1948. As Ken
tucky goes, so largely goes the nation."

* * ♦
SURPRISE — Carnell Simmons was acquitted in 

Baltimore for shooting a white hoodlum who tried to 
keep him, his family and other Negroes from escap
ing from their home after i t  had been set afire by 
“ Write supremacists.”
11 4 « *

BUT WILL THEY VOTE? — There are over 5 
million Negroes old enough to vote in the South next 
year-(out of about 7V4 million nationally).
• y ----  * * *

ANYTHING GOES — According to the New York 
City election law, a City Councilman who dies must 
be replaced by a member of his party from the same 
borough. Tammany Hall is reported trying to get. 
around this after the death of Peter Cacchione, 
Brooklyn Stalinist.

H IT  ANTI-RED HYSTERIA — The House of. 
Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church warns 
against anti-communist “hysteria,’’ declaring an “ in 
quisitorial investigation of men's personal beliefs is 
a threat to freedom of conscience."

* * *
SHIP STRIKE ENDED — The 19-week Bethlehem 

Shipyard Strike was settled last week with a 12-cent 
raise, no change in seniority rules and a slight weak
ening of vacation and grievance clauses in the 
contract.

»  *  *

POLL TAXERS HELPED — The Democratic Na
tional Committee has strengthened the Southern wing 
of the party by giving four extra convention votes 
to states that went Democratic in 1944.

*  / *  *

NO SURPRISE — The Georgia warden and four 
guards who murdered eight Negro prisoners last 
July were acquitted by a lily-white jury in 13 minutes. 
Even if  convicted, their maximum sentence would 
have been one year in jail.

BUSINESS PICKING UP — There were 726 evic
tions in New York City in August, last month for 
which figures have been released. The 83 City 
Marshals, whose duties include carrying out eviction 
orders, are not paid salaries but get a fee of $7.50 
per eviction.

\  4  4  4

FAVOR DISCRIMINATION — The Los Angeles 
City Council turned down a request for a city FEPC 
by 8 to 5.

t h e  MILITANT
PAGE SIX NEW YORK, N. Y. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, ! « ■

Elections This Year Emphasize 
Need for Labor Party in 1948

Condemned to  E v ic tio n The 1947 elections gave o n ly  a pa rtia l p ic tu re  o f nationa l 
p o litic a l trends because they were conducted ch ie fly  around 
loca l issues, because they were no t held in  a ll states and be
cause in  m any places the labor m ovem ent d id  no t devote much 
a tten tion  to  them.

Nevertheless, certa in  conclu
sions can be d ra w n : The sw ing  
to the Republican Party, which be
gan last year, appears to have been 
checked for the time being, and 
there was the beginning of a slight 
middle class shift back to the 
Democrats. This was due partly 
to resentment against the more 
blatant high prices program of the 
GCP. Present indications are that 
next year’s election will be a close 
thing.

At the same time, the CIO-PAC 
and AFL policy of supporting 
“ friendly” capitalist politicians got 
a new test, and again proved its 
utter bankruptcy in several im
portant communities. Attempts at 
independent political action were 
few and were weakened in two 
ways: 1. By the over-all PAC policy,! Youngstown, partly as a result of 

| which confused the workers in areas : the Democrats' determination to

elections of importance: In  Ken
tucky the Democrats threw out the 
Republican state administration. In 
Mississippi, Bilbo’s U. S. Senate seat 
was won by John C. Stennis, the 
only one of the four Democratic 
candidates who did not stress 
“white supremacy," although he be
lieves in it  too.

The Democrats swept the Repub
licans out of Buffalo, Erie and Mc
Keesport; made a clean sweep in 
Pittsburgh, Gary and Warren; won 
easily in Cleveland, Paterson and 
the 12 biggest cities in Indiana; 
and in Reading beat the Socialist 
Mayor in his fourth-term bid.

The Republicans kept control of 
San Francisco, Akron and Phila
delphia, although in the latter their 
percentage dropped from 60 to 56. 
They won the office of Mayor in

Like millions of Americans the McDonalds were hunting for 
a new home — any adequate place to bring up their nine chil
dren. But Brooklyn housing authorities refused to wait, con
demned their present apartment, and ordered them out. So 
Mrs. McDonald barricaded herself inside with two children and 
declined to budge unless’’the city got them a decent place to live. 
Her husband is about to kiss son Jimmy. (Federated Pictures)

where independent candidates were 
run. 2. By the absence of a na
tional Labor Party which could in 
spire and give confidence to local 
independent campaigns. Even so, 
there were some surprises in this 
field.

There were only two state-wide

concentrate on the Fourth Ward 
and prevent the election of an in
dependent labor candidate. (See 
story in last week’s Militant.)

In San Francisco both the CIO 
and AFL backed Rep. Havenner, 
a Democratic hack with a liberal 
reputation. But his Republican op
ponent was elected. (See story on 
this page.)

In Detroit the Stalinists at the 
eleventh hour forced through the 
CIO Council a motion to support
Mayor Jeffries, a capitalist politi
cian with an unsavory anti-labor 
and anti-Negro record, whom the 
CIO had opposed several times in 
the past. Jeffries lost.
COALITION POLITICS

In New York, the American Labor
. . . . . .  .. ..... -  - - i Party and Liberal Party supported

T h is  drive  is being openly and brazenly led by M ayo r O ’D w yer, who on ly  e ight m o n th s : Democrats and Republicans wher-
ago was m aking  p o litica l capita l as a cham pion o f the n icke l fare. Despite the lav ish  praise
heaped on O ’D w ye r at th a t f  
tim e by A L P , L ib e ra l Party ,

PR Defeat Followed by 
Drive to Raise 5c Fare

B y G eo rg e  C la rk e
‘ v  • * ’ .  _  , • .  - • I

N E W  Y O R K , Nov. 12—-Encouraged by th e ir e lection v ic to ry  over PR , the W a ll S tre e t. 
gang has now gone in to  action to raise- tra n s it fares w ith o u t consu lting  the people.

L. P. TR A IN O R

4850  Votes Cast 
For Trainor in - 
Boston Elections

S ta lin is t and trade union lead
ers, we warned that O’Dwyer’s 
defense of the five cents fare would 
be short lived.

The danger now is that. P'Dwyer’s 
plan w ill bs put over without meet
ing a n y  organized opposition. 
Neither the ALP nor the Liberal 
Party has given any indication of 
organizing a fight to force a refer
endum cn the question.

Without a struggle for a referen
dum, their statements of opposition 
to raising the fare aren’t  worth the 
paper they are written on. Unless 
a great movement is aroused to 
halt him in his tracks. O’Dwyer

on record, but the strap-hangers I Iated in terms of dollars and cents
will shell out from two cents to a 
nickel more for each,ride. •

Since memory can recall, it has 
been an unwritten law .of New York 
politics that a politician who op
posed the nickel fare was buying a 
ticket for oblivion. * How does 
O’Dwyer now so blithely propose to 
raise the fares—and raise them 
without a referendum?

Stories are current ip the local 
press that O’Dwyer secured him
self against reprisal by deals with 
ALP and Liberal Party leaders. I t  
is reported that the ALP will not 
make a real fight because wage 
raises for transit workers and mu
nicipal employees have been cou-

throuèh higher fares. The banks 
and real estate interests are deter
mined to ihàke thé workers of this 
city pay the higher fare as only 
the first of a series of sales taxes.

will ask the Republican legislature j with an increase in the fare, 
in Albany to pass an amendment I The motive of the Liberal Party is 
to the Rapid Transit Law which j sa*c‘ '3e a c*ea* which w ill permit 
will give power to the Board of ■ them to occupy the place in a coal- 
Transportation to raise fares with- : 'bon with the Democrats from 
out submitting the question to pop- which the ALP is being ousted, 
uiar referendum. After that, state- | PAVED THE ROAD
ments of opposition may look good

Protest Trend in 
New Haven Vote

Regardless of the accuracy of 
these stories, the entire past poli
tics of the ALP and Liberal Party 
leaders prepared the read for 

j O'Dwyer to take his present posi
tion without fear of opposition 
from them. Neither party ex
posed O’Dwyer's cheap demagogy 
during trie fare hearings last Feb
ruary.

Without a program to raise f i 
nances for city services by taxing

B v F . N elson
N E W  H A V E N , Nov. 10—

The tw o  cap ita lis t parties here | ^ e reaj’ c^ate interests to the lim it 
were s ta rtled  by the extent of and taxing stock exchange securi 
the opposition  to them  at last ties, the ALP and Liberal Party 
Tuesday’s e lection, as 20% of 
the voters cast th e ir  ba llo ts fo r 
A lfre d  E. Tong, Socialist Par
ty  candidate fo r M ayor.

The SP, which is part of the Mc- 
Levy state organization, not con
nected with any national party, 
campaigned on a program of mu- 
nicipal reform, with little mention . Played in the last election. Demo

crats and Republicans hammered at

i In the last election the ALP and 
j Liberal Party rolled up close to 600,- 
000 votes to save PR. Wherever 
they ran Independent candidates 
their percentage of the total vote 
rose. This is a tremendous power. 
O’Dwyer would never dare to pro
pose a higher fare without a ref
erendum if  he feared this power in 
the next election.

The split in the labor vote may be 
used as a pretext by Liberal or ALP 
politicians to abstain from a strug
gle for the referendum. But the ar
gument is false to the core. I f  one 
of these parties took the lead, the 
other could not obstain except at 
the risk of complete discreditment.

The working people of New York 
are against higher fares. But w ith
out organized leadership they will 
not get the opportunity to express 
this opposition. Without independ
ent politics the Democratic and Re
publican tools of the banks and 
landlords wil escape punishment 
for their tax-the-poor program.

The responsibility rests with the 
ALP and Liberal Party. They have 
the power to force a referendum. 
A referendum can save the nickel 
fare.

i

ever they could, running independ
ent candidates only where the capi- i 
talist parties rejected their endorse- ! 
ment. ■ Coalition politics paid off 
with the defeat of the proportional 
representation system of voting for 
City Council, which will tend to 
eliminate minority parties from 
that body.

Despite the sabotage of the top 
union leaders, who continued to 
support capitalist politicians even 
after passage of the Taft-Hartley 
Act and have already indicated 
they intend to do the same next! 
year, some of the 1947 campaigns 
showed headway for independent 
labor political action.

I t  is significant that where the ; 
ALP and LP ran their own candi
dates in New York City, they got 
a higher percentage than ever be
fore. Their combined city-wide vote 
was 25% of the total, or more than 
last year.

In  Dayton, O., the two PAC nom
inees for City Commission, although 
defeated last week after a good 
showing in the primaries, polled1 
almost 30% of the vote.

The big surprise came in the 
Chicago judicial elections, where 
the Democrats ran a joint slate. 
Here the Independent Progressive 
Party, a new organization with little 
groundwork or publicity, got 110,- 
000 straight votes, or 16% of the 
total cast. I t  carried many districts 
decisively, and its top candidate 
barely missed election.

leaders played directly into O’Dwy
er's hands. Instead they begged 
him to go to Albany and get a larg
er subsidy for the city. O’Dwyer 
readily acceded, knowing fu ll well 
that Dewey would refuse and there 
would be no ot'.icr apparent alter
native than raising fare.

The same . miserable game was

cf the ideas of socialism. Few vot
ers were interested in the SP as a 
party; but they did use it  as a 
vehicle of protest against high 
prices and taxes (especially the 
sales tax) and anti-labor legisla
tion.

The CIO Inaustrial Council en
dorsed the entire Democratic ticket,

Encouraging Vote for 
San Francisco SWP

S A N  F R A N C IS C O , Nov. 5 —  F rank  A. Barbaria , Social
is t W orkers  P a rty  candidate fo r M ayo r o f San Francisco, 
polled 1,654 votes in  yesterday’s elections. T h is  successfully 
completed the f irs t m un ic ipa l e lection in  w h ich  the S W P  has

PR but the ALP and Liberal Party ! partic ipated, and also marks'?
continued their coalition politics. 
O'Dwyer was given favored treat
ment because he personally main
tained a position of neutrality while 
every ward heeler in his party 
raged up and down the city to k ill 
PR. Even the election results strik
ing a terrible blow at the ALP and

Tong. The AFL did not endorse |

which lost to the Republican. This , . ,
doubtless confused many workers i Libera Party dia not force a change
who would otherwise have voted for | in thelr P°slt-*on-

The fight to save the nickel
1 fare can only be made by spiking 

O’Dwyer's plans to dispense with n 
referendum. This fight can only 
be made by mobilizing the labor 
movement of the city, by a huge 
campaign' of petitions, mass meet
ings anct'demonstrations. Speeches

candidates. The SP vote was 
heaviest in the working class wards, 
although the oniy reference to labor 
in the SP platform was for labor 
representation on city bodies.

From the vote directed against 
the two capitalist parties, it  is ob
vious that i f  labor had put up a 
slate based on the unions and a 
strong labor program, it  would have 
received a great response. The SP 
spent less than $1,000 and had only 
100 active campaigners. A Labor 
Party could have had many more

l»y ALP legislators in Albany may 
publicly clear their skirts of respon
sibility but only a mass movement 
can make ii referendum possible. 
Q U IT  D IR T Y  POLITICS  

Above all, it  is necessary for the

the f irs t  tim e in  decades tha t 
the c ity  had a socia list candi
date fo r M ayor.

The elections climaxed a bitter 
three-cornered struggle between the 
capitalist candidates in which few 
holds were barred. Judge Elmer E. 
Robinson, who used every trick in 
the book, emerged as the victor. 
MacPhee, who was backed by Mayor 
Lapham and the shipping interests, 
finished a.poor third. The voters 
were: Robinson 116,937; Havenner 
101,408, and MacPhee 60,508. 
CENTRAL ISSUE

Barbaria conducted his campaign 
around the central issue of “Build 
the Independent Labor Party.”  In 
spite of the pressure on the labor 
movement “ from on top,” he was 
able to aggressively bring home the 
idea that now is the time to break 
with the boss parties and build 
labor’s own political organization.

ALP and Liberal Party members to Both the AFL Union Labor Party

great part through the efforts of 
labor. He had no support from the 
daily press which split evenly in 
endorsing the other two boss candi
dates. His opponents used every 
means to blast away at Havenner’s 
“ left-wing labor ties.” Actually, 
Havenner’s program and speeches 
were slanted above all to the middle 
class and white-collar vote. But 
instead of holding middle class sup
port through this means, he lost 
support of the more m ilitant sec
tions of labor.

A Democratic wheelhorse, Haven
ner ran his campaign through the 
apparatus of the party county ma
chine. While most of his campaign 
workers came from labor they were 
forced to work through this Demo
cratic machine. Thus labor emerges 
from the elections without any 
gains.

In  discussing this point Barbaria 
stated: “Had labor used the effori 
and funds it spent on this campaign

iiCtivists and aroused much more compel their leaderships to quit j and the CIO Political Action Com- to build its OWN political appar-
enthusiasm. The next period will playing capitalist politics. This mittee, under pressure of their lead- 
t.cll if labor can take advantage of game has already cost the’ working ers, went all-out in support of 
its opportunities on. the political people the loss of PR. ' Now the ) Havenner as a “ friend of labor.” 
arena. dajiger is that the loss will be trans- Havenner’s sizable vote came in

atus, it would be in a far betlci 
position to defend itself as well as 
to fight for future gains. Now it 
has nothing to show for all its sac

B O S T O N , N ov. 10 —  
rence P. T ra in o r, ca nd id a te ’l l  
the Socialist W o rke rs  C om m it
tee fo r the Boston School Co rg - 
m ittee, received 4,850 
last Tuesday’s e lection. ^

W hen the re tu rns were corn-.
pleted, the Socialist Workers Com
mittee made thè following state
ment to the press: “ I t  is extreme% 
gratifying to know that 4,850 wotk- 
ers voted for a Trotskyist for our: 
School Committee. Their vote was 
a strict class-vote because Trainor 
was the only candidate who cam
paigned on a strictly class basis. 
The capitalist press, in their num
erous articles about the election, 
made sure that the people were 

! aware of Trainor’s political affilia- 
: tions with the Socialist Workers 
Party.

• » *• i  .
“Despite our meager resources, as 

contrasted to the tens of thous
ands of dollars spent by the capi
talist candidates, we were able -to 
impress 4,850 workers with the-fact 
that labor must vote its own class. 
Many times this number of work
ers would have voted for Trainor 

: if we had had the resources to 
| reach them with his message.”
I This campaign was the first elec
toral activity that the Socialist 
Workers Party has conducted in 
New England. I t  marks a turning 
point in the SWP’s growth and ac
tivity here. From now on the work
ers of this section will be given the 
opportunity to vote for a genuine 
socialist party and program. r,

An interesting sidelight of the 
election was the vote cast for 
Stalinist, Otis Archer Hood', fjjSÈà 
had the first place on the bafflJP 
In 1945, being the only candidate 
with an old Yankee name among 
a field made up of candidates^ oL 
Irish descent, he received 27$® 
votes through ignorance about hS? 
political affiliation.

When he drew first place for this 
election, the Stàlinists “smelled” 
the possibility of victory. They 
spent thousands of dollars on radio 
time, printing, mailing and subway 
advertising. Typical Stalinist dema
gogy was used in appealing to the 
various minority groups.

Outside of these appeals his cam
paign was no different than any of 
the capitalist candidates: that is, 
he sobbed about the welfare of the 
school children, was against cor
ruption, etc. He received 12,656 
votes — far lower than all political 
commentators expected because of 
his place on the ballot.

rifices in trying to elect a “friend” 
to office.”

Barbaria carried the SWP cam
paign into many unions, public 
school meetings, consumer and civic 
groups, colleges and onto the streets 
in street comer and waterfront 
meetings.

The SWP candidate was first met 
by silence from the press, but as 
the campaign unfolded, they were 
forced to make frequent mention of 
him. As election day drew near, 
he was well known as the “Social
ist Workers candidate who advo
cates a Labor Party.” His speeches: 
were received with great interest! 
and in question periods his answers 
were invariably met with applause.

I t  is estimated that Barbaria, 
spoke before audiences that tota,Ĵ SS 
over 12,000. A 500 word statemerTO 
of his program was printed in one; 
of the daily papers with a circular 
tion of over 100,000. Each voted! 
•eceived an election pamphlet in 
which Barbaria’s record and pro- 
;ram were printed. His vote was 
a clear-cut conscious one for Social
ism and for a Labor Party. Out 
of the rich experiences of this cam
paign the SWP has laid the ground 
for 1948 and other larger and better 
campaigns.

. r.■*.


