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Urges Joint B attle  
In Arena of Politics

B y F a r re ll  D obbs
BOSTON, Oct. 15— Over 600 delegates attending the 9th 

Constitutional Convention of the C IO  at the Bradford Hotel 
in this city today voted unanimously “to work unceasingly in 
the political field in complete unity with all labor organiza
tions and other progressive groups to insure the political re
pudiation of those reactionaries*^ ^ h ^ a d d e d  th a f th e  policy of the 
who are responsible for the 
Taft-Hartley Act.”

A second unanimous decision 
called upon a ll C IO  unions to as
sist the s trik ing  CIO Shipbuild ing 
Workers “ w ith  a ll the ir money and 
resources”  to prevent th is  f irs t 
conspiracy by B ig Business to 
smash a union under the T a ft-  
H artley Act.

The convention made no decision 
on the “ yellow dog”  oath required 
to qualify w ith  the T a ft-H a rtley  
N ational Labor Relations Board.
Convention policy provides tha t 
each In te rna tiona l and National 
Union affilia.ted w ith  the CIO  w ill 
"determ ine fo r itself the policy to 
be pursued in re lation to the new 
Labor Board.”

T h is  policy on the “ yellow dog”  
oath was adopted by the CIO  Exec
utive Board on Oct. 10, three days 
before the convention opened. But 
no m ention of the question of f ilin g  
a ffidav its  was made in  the resolu
tion  submitted to the convention 
l;y Unanimous vote o f the Resolu
tions Committee on which there 
are several S ta lin ists; nor did Lee 
Pressman, Secretary of the Resolu
tions Committee, m ention the “ ye l
low dog”  oa th ' in  his long speech 
on the resolution.

Speaking from  the floor, delegate 
Joseph P. Selly. representing the 
S ta lin is t-contro lled C IO  American 
Communications Association, an
nounced that, his union would re 
fuse to sign the a ffid av it. He was 
followed by James J. Matles, a 
delegate from  the S ta lin is t-con- 
trolled United E lectrical Workers, 
who declared th a t “ i f  the UE is 
found in  the T a ft-H a rtle y  line, i t  
w ill be found in the rear and 
squawking like he ll.”  Both Selly 
and Matles argued against signing 
the a ffid av it.

At this point CIO President Philip 
Murray took the floor and asserted 
that the convention in fussing the 
resolution would be voting to let 
each CIO affiliate determine its 
own policy in relation to the new 
Labor Board. Murray then put the 
resolution to a vote and it was 
unanimously improved.

M urray stated th a t he has “ per
sonal convictions" against f ilin g  an 
a ffid a v it to qualify w ith  the N LRB;

4th INTERNATIONAL EXPOSES 
'COMINTERN REVIVAL" FRAUD

G E N E V A , Oct. 10—The International Secretariat of the 
Fourth International today released the following statement to
the press:

“In connection with the organization of the so-called ‘In 
formation Bureau’ at Belgrade ♦ 
by nine Communist Parties

R ig h t Down the A  lle y

United Steelworkers, of which he is 
president, w ill be decided by tha t 
union's executive board. He did 
not In tim ate w hat tha t policy w ill 
be.

The Textile  Workers. Shipbuild
ing Workers and Brewery Workers, 
a ll a ffilia ted  w ith  the CIO. have 
already announced the ir decision j 
to sign the “ yellow dog”  oath un- j 
dor the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act.

John Green, president of the 1 
Shipbuild ing Workers Union, told ] 
the convention tha t Bethlehem 
Steel and U. S. Steel are try in g  to 
break the 16-week-old strike of 
shipyard workers by in junctions, a r
rests and ja ilings, mass police pro
tection, full-page ads in  the papers 
tnd letters to the strikers calculated 
to fom ent a back-to-work move
ment. Unless a ll labor supports the 
s trik ing  shipyard workers. Green 
warned, other unions w ill be in fo r 
the same dose of T a ft-H a rtley  
democracy’’ when the ir industries 

go in to  decline and employment 
falls off.

The resolution on po litica l action 
has not yet come before the conven
tion. The delegates, therefore, have 
not yet had a chance to dischss 
bow " to  insure the po litica l repu
diation of those reactionaries who

Youngstown 
PAC Backs 
Ausnehmer
Labor’s Own Candidate 
Voted Council Support

YOUNGSTOW N. Oct. 14 — The 
Politica l Action Commitee of the 
M ahoning County C IO  has voted 
overwhelm ingly to endorse John 
Ausnehmer. independent labor can
didate fo r C ity  Council from

Don't Debase Yourselves, Lewis 
Tells AFL on “ Yellow-Dog" Oaths

B y A r t  P re is
Amid shouts of “Pour it on, John!” from rank-and-filers packed in the A F L  Convention 

galleries in San Francisco, John L. Lewis on Oct. 14 pleaded with the A F L  leaders not to 
are responsible for the Taft-Hartley j “debase” themselves by “grovelling” before Congress and amending the A F L  constitution to
Act." However, the published re 
port of the Resolutions Committee 
on po litica l action and the report 
of M urray indicate the line of the 
CIO  top leadership.

The Resolutions Committee report 
w ill call fo r a campaign to register 
every eligible voter; secure fin a n 
cial contributions fo r PAC; organize 
for . po litica l action in every ward, 
precinct, block and home; and par
ticipate in prim ary as well as gen
eral elections. M urray has added 
a more concrete goal of organizing 
one m illion  PAC block workers to 
get out s ixty m illion  votes in 1948.

However, on the question of how

permit them to sign “yellow‘d 
dog” non-communist oaths u n 
der the Taft-Hartley Act.

W ith words as stinging as 
any ever spoken b e fo re  an 
AFL convention, the United Mine 
Workers President lashed the AFL 
counsellors of re treat “ who run  like 
cravens before the T a ft-H a r t le y  
law ."

He warned in measured phrases 
th a t " i f  you grove! enough in  this 
convention yourc going to l ave more 
to grovel for when Congress meets 
next. I f  Congress finds out tha t 
you’l l  run, th e y 'll sharpen spears to

dog" oaths and qua lify  federal roared: “ You should th in k  about

these sixty million citizens should j accelerate your speed even faster."
vote when they get to the polls the 
reports are very vague. “Defeat 
those Congressmen and Senators 
who enacted the Taft-Hartley  
Law” ; "elect a liberal, progressive 
Congress"—but where, the candi
dates for this “ liberal, progressive" 

(Continued on Page 2)

unions under A FL Executive Coun
cil ju risd ic tion  to use tile  NLRB 
machinery.

Those AFL leaders who refuse to 
f ig h t the “ f irs t  ugly, savage th rust 
of fascism in  Am erica”  and tw is t 
the A FL constitution to f i t  the 
T a ft Act's dictates, reminded Lewis 
o f the B ib lica l passage, "L ions Led 
by Asses."

For the m ighty host of 8 m illion  
AFL workers arc "m arch ing across 
the plains of America and having 
the ir th in k in g  dene fo r them by 
fa t and stately asses."

To the 700 assembled delegates, 
largely a cross-section of the well- 
heeled A FL bureaucracy, Lewis

these things. You are paid enough.
I  try  to shut my mouth occasionally 
and do some th ink ing . That's what 
the A F L  should do.”

Lewis said th a t he was against 
the AFL degrading its officers in 
order to comply w ith  the Clave 
Labor Law. Such cowardly subter
fuge to cover the ir surrender to the 
T a ft  Act means “ to lie to escapo 
responsibility."

He opposed any submission to the 
Act and advised the delegates tha t 
retreat and evasion could not save 
the unions from  th is deadly law who

“ A t least once in your lives,”  he 
thundered at the squirm ing Execu
tive Council members on the p la t
form, “ you should do your du ty by 
your membership.”  He said th a t I 
he him self belongs to "an organi- j 
zation whose members pay the o f - !

, ficers to f ig h t fo r them, not deliver I 
j them in to  slavery.”
I H is speech opened w ith  a B ib lica l I 
| in junc tion : "Thou sha ll not muzzle 
j t.he ox tha t treadeth out the corn."
| But, he said, "the  Congress of the 
| United States designated 15.000.000 

workers in  th is  country, organized 
in to  unions, as being cattle. Con
gress placed an economic muzzle on I fo u r  c h i ld re n  had burned to

He reminded the convention that
Continued on Page 2)

which met somewhere in Po
land, the International Secre
ta r ia t of the Fourth  In te rna tiona l 
has issued a manifesto to the work
ers o f the world. Denouncing the 
chicanery and deception behind the 
Declaration of the Nine, th is  m an i
festo warns the workers and coloni
al peoples against any illusion about 
the so - called ‘an ti- im pe ria lis t’ 
character of the struggle unleashed 
by the S ta lin is t parties.

“ Long before the form al dissolu
tion o fthe Com intern," the m an i
festo continues, “ the Communist 
Parties had ceased to be organiza
tions defending the workers’ in 
terests and had become docile 
agents of the K re m lin ’s foreign 
policy. I t  was the requirements of 
th is foreign policy, and not a t a ll 
the aspirations of the world p ro
le ta ria t and the colonial peoples, 
th a t dictated to S ta lin  the dissolu
tion of the Com intern in  1943, just 
ns in 1947 they have dictated the 
establishment of the In fo rm a tion  
Bureau in  Belgrade.

“ Now as in  the past, the S ta lin is t 
chiefta ins have noth ing bu t con
tem pt for the sentiments and needs 
of the com m unist-m inded workers 
throughout the world. They con-

N. J. Committee Formed 
To Aid Hickman Defense

N E W A R K , Oct. 15— Formation of the Hickman Defense 
Committee of New Jersey, with headquarters at 17 William  
St., Room 504, was announced today.

The committee will assist in the defense of James Hick
man who faces trial in Chicago*' ” , T , ,  _& search director; J. Mercer Burre ll, 
on Oct. 27 on the charge of
shooting his landlord after his

tinue to shape th e ir policies in  ac
cordance w ith  the appetites and re 
flexes of the Russian bureaucracy."

The manifesto of the In te rn a 
tional Secretariat “ denies therefore 
tha t the nine S ta lin is t parties have 
any r ig h t to procla im  themselves 
as partic ipants in  the an ti- im p e ri
a lis t struggle. T h is  struggle can
not be entrusted to those who re
m ain s ilent about or ju s tify  the 
monstrous police oppression which 
victimizes the nationalities in th e 1 
USSR and the peoples in the So- . 
viet-occupied countries.

"The an ti- im pe ria lis t struggle can ' 
never be entrusted to those who de
fend the colonial empires camou- j 
flaged under the label of 'B ritish  I 
Commonwealth' or ‘French U n io n .'1 
I t  can never be entrusted to those 
who do not struggle fo r the over
throw of the cap ita lis t governments 
of France. Ita ly  and elsewhere, but 
solely for the inclusion of S ta lin ist 
m inisters In these governments.”

The genuine an ti - im peria list i 
struggle, the m anifesto concludes, | 
“ must be led by the workers and j 
colonial peoples independently of 
the aims of whatever government j 
may be in power. I t  must be con
ducted under a new banner unsoiled | 
by S ta lin is t po litica l crimes and po
lice oppression.”

each of you.
"W h a t are you going (o do about 

it?  Oh, I sec, they're going to 
change the Constitution. God help 
us!”

T h is  referred to the A FL coun
cils proposal to amend the AFL 
constitution and elim inate a ll o f
ficers but President and Secretary- 
Treasurer. Th is would remove Lewis 
as a vice-president and perm it 
Green and Meany as the only re 
m aining officers to sign “ yellow-

French T ro tsky is ts  
In M unic ipa l Voting

PARIS, Oct. 7—The French 
Trotskyists iPCD w ill participate 
in the Oct 19 m unicipa l elec
tions w ith  lim ited  lists of candi
dates in the m ajor French cities.

The Tro tsky is t program calls 
fo r; Coordination of strike strug
gles in to  a general strike action; 
form ation of consumers price 
contro l a n d  food-d istribution 
committees; immediate action on 
the housing crisis; adequate re
lie f fo r the aged, veterans and 
youth; broader powers fo r m u
nic ipa l legislatures as against the 
Paris-appointed prefects; an end 
to the war against Indo-China 
and M a d a g a s c a r ;  struggle 
against the preparations fo r a 
new world war.

death in a f ire  believed to have 
been set by the landlord.

The New Jersey committee is 
chaired by Rev. H. Beecher Jack- 
son. president of the Newark 
NAACP. M arie Algor, stale CIO 
director of race relations, is trea
surer. Alex Blackman, fie ld rep
resentative of the C IO  Telephone 
Workers Organizing Committee, is 
executive secretary.

The Advise, i-soard includes: 
State CIO  President Carl Hold- 

erman. State C IO  Secretary A lex
ander Barken, State CIO  Treasurer 
Peter J. F lynn. CIO  Regional D irec
tor Ewald Sandner, and CIO  Field 
Representative Jack Rosen:

AFL State Postal Clerks President 
Kerm an M ulm an, A F L  Build ing 
Service Union President James B. 
M arshall, Newark Urban League 
Executive Secretary George Robin
son. Georgia Boone, secretary of 
the Ladies A ux ilia ry ; A FL Sleeping 
Car Porters in Jersey C ity ;

W alter B arry and M ort Bloom, 
president and secretary, respective
ly. of the Newark C IO  Council; 
Max Greenberg and Irv in g  Rosen
berg, president and business agent, 
respectively, of CIO  Reta il Clerks 
Local 108:

George Mufson, representative of 
USA-CTO; Joe Baker, v ice-cha ir
man o f Local 2194, USA-C IO ; H a r
ry Kranz, editor of state CIO 
News; Jean Henry, state CIO  re-

attorney and member of Legal Re
dress Committee of Newark NAACP.

“ This is a nation-w ide case be
cause housing and discrim ination 
are nation-w ide issues,”  sad B lack
man in a statement to the press. 
“ H ickm an is a v ic tim  of these two 
blights, and his defense becomes 
mandatory fo r a ll progressives."

candidacy was sponsored by Local 
1330 of the United Steelworkers, 
Carnegie-Ulinois Ohio works m ill.

The m otion to endorse Ausneh
mer was made by M ike Pochiro. 
president o f Republic Steel Local 
1331. largest in  the area. A few 
Democratic P arty  hangers-on made 
a feeble attem pt to stem the Aus
nehmer tide by opposing any en
dorsement in  th a t ward. Incited 
by th is  hypocritica l ruse, one union 
leader a fte r another got up to de
nounce the an ti-labor Republican 
an.d Democratic candidates and to 
back Ausnehmer.
F INE UNION RECO..D

Sam Camens, president of Local 
1330, presented the fine union rec
ord of Ausnehmer, who has been an 
active figh te r fo r the union since 
he and the other railroaders were 
f irs t adm itted in to  the CIO. Mean
while. his Democratic opponent, 
Morley, who is employed as a ro ll 
tu rne r in  a Carnegie m ill, has 
fought the CIO  fo r years and fo rm 
ed an “ independent”  union. And 
Coates, the Republican, has shown 
no interest in  labor’s cause since lie 
le ft the C IO  to take a, foreman's 
job.

Danny Thomas, president of 1462. 
B rie r H ill local of Youngstqwn 
Sheet and Tube, also denounced 
M orley’s un ion-busting record.

James P. G r if f in ,  d is tric t direc
tor of USA-CIO, told the meeting: 
“ I  w ant to make clear jus t where 
I  stand. I  am not one of those 
tha t waits to see which way the 
wind is blowing and then jumps on 
the bandwagon. I  am fo r Ausneh
mer, and w ill work fo r his elec
tion .”  G r if f in  h im self was recent
ly  elected to his post in  a m ilita n t 
upsurge against the old conserva
tive leadership of the local steel 
workers.
C AM PAIG N LIV E LY

A vigorous attack against those 
underm ine the Ausnehmer

T h e  decision fo r  th is  
p re ce d e n t - s h a tte r in g  
step  w as m ad e  las t w eek  
by t h e  A F L  E x e c u tiv e

Youngstown's Fourth  Ward. H is | Council. It  is recommending
to the A F L  convention in San 
Francisco the formation of 
“Labor’s Educational and Po
litical League.”

T his  marks the abandonment of 
the A F L ’s • v.on-poiitica l”  policy. 
For decades its  top leaders have in 
d iv idua lly  lined up in  favor of th is 
or tha t Democratic or Republican 
candidate. B u t the A FL as such 
lias opposed labor’s own organiza
tion  fo r po litica l action.

The T a ft-H a rtle y  Slave Labor 
Law and the pressure o f the union 
ranks have forced the top AFL 
leaders to place po litica l action at 
the head of the AFL's program.

Administration 
Opens New Drive 
To Boost Rents

T rum an ’s Rent D irector F rank 
Creedon on Oct. 9 began the latest 
moves to fo ist higher rents on 
America's low-income tenai»ts* He 
approved the recommendation of 
the Louisville, Ky., ren t board for 
a general 5% rent boost.

Creedon acted w ith  the backing 
of T rum an, who told reporters tha t 
his Rent D irector was acting un
der the requirements of the Rent 
Decontrol Act signed by Trum an.

The f irs t  a ttem pt to h ike rents 
under the Act was landlord pres
sure to in tim ida te  tenants in to  
signing leases fo r a “ vo lun ta ry”  15% 
ren t increase. O nly about 8% o f 
tenants nationa lly  have submitted 
to th is pressure.

B ut the Act also provides fo r the 
establishment of local ren t boards, 
picked by the Governors, empower
ed to recommend area increases or 
complete decontrol. These boards, 
usually composed o f rea lty repre
sentatives, are now moving in to  ac
tion.

Louisville labor organizations p ro
test th a t the local board consists of 
“ two real estate agents, two a t
torneys closely a ffilia ted  w ith  real 
estate interests and a vice presi
dent in  charge of the real estate 
section of a bank."

campaign by unsavory whispering 
slanders was made by Ted Dostal, 
recording secretary of Local 1330. 
The fin a l blow was struck by James 
F ilbe rt, president of Republic Steel 
Local 2216. who revealed th a t only 
a m onth ago Morley pulled ten Re
public ro ll turners out of the CIO 
in to  his “ independent”  union.

The vote was then taken on the 
motion to back Ausnehmer, and 
was passed w ith  almost no opposi
tion.

The F ourth  Ward is blossoming 
out w ith  Ausnehmer signs on lawns, 
telephone poles and cars. Several 
leaflets have been distributed by 
the campaign committee, whose 
ranks are growing steadily.

The whole movement fo r Inde
pendent po litica l action by labor 
is sure to get a great forward push 
as the Ausnehm er-for-Council cam 
paign moves forward.

A rre s te d  B ecause  
H e  C u t H is  P rices

In  St. Paul, a grocery-meat 
m arket proprie tor named M aur
ice Helperin has been arrested 
because he sold fo r 95c a sho rt
ening which cost h im  90c. The 
state charged h im  w ith  v io la ting 
a state “ fa ir  trade”  law th a t re
quires a m ark-up of a t least 8% 
or 3c more than  Helperin 
charged.

Practical Steps in 
Building Labor Party

Statement by SWP
— See Page 2—

This is a big step forw ard from  the 
“ pure and simple trade un ionism ” 
long preached by the conservative 
AFL leadership.
CIO TO O K FIR S T STEP

The C IO  years ago took th is  step 
in  fo rm ing its  P o litica l Actions 
Committee (PAC). Both A FL and 
CIO, w ith  a combined strength of!
15.000. 000, are now com m itted to la-! 
bor po litica l action as pa rt of their? 
programs. This is a tremendous 
advance over the old idea tha t p o li
tics is “ no business”  of the unions]

Between the new A FL Political 
League and the PAC-CIO, Am eri
ca n labor w ill possess po litica l ac? 
tion  instrum ents of incalculable po4 
ten tia l power. AFL President W ire 
liam  Green pointed out tha ]1 
through its  new League the A F | 
alone “ ought to be able to in flucn c |
25.000. 000 to 30,000,000 votes”  of 
AFL members and the ir fam ilies.

On the same day, C IO  President 
P h ilip  M urray  declared in  h is r j j  
port to the C IO  C o n v e n t io n ^ M  
PAC-C IO  should be able to tuflS 
out a vote of 60,000,000 in  1948, com
pared to the 1946 to ta l na tional 
vote o f 35,000,000.

The figures cited by Green a tiji 
M urray show th a t labor has a po
ten tia l voting strength greater than  
the Republican and Democratic 
parties combined. I f  labor organ 
ized its  own pa rty  and ran its  own 
independent candidates, i t  could 
rule in  W ashington.
LEADERS BLO CK PROGRESS

B ut the AFL and CIO  leadei’8 
stand like a high road block across 
the road of labor's po litica l pro
gress. They s t ill oppose genuine 
independent labor po litica l action: 
They w ant to use the P o litica l 
League and PAC to elect only cap!** 
ta lis t po litic ians of the B ig BusF? 
ness parties.

No m atter how many votes the 
A FL and CIO  mobilize, i f  these 
votes are used to pu t Democrats 
and Republicans in  office i t  w ill he 
like tossing them in to  a garbage 
can.

The CIO, however, has recog
nized the need fo r the A FL and 
C IO  to unite on the po litica l field, 
and has urged jo in t po litica l ac
tion. Such jo in t action would p ro 
vide the most favorable basis fo r 
running independent labor candl? 
dates and launching a labor pa rty ] 
B u t the AFL, through Green, has 
narow-m indedly rejected the C IO ’s 
sound proposal.

W hat is needed now is a great 
na tional jo in t po litica l action con
gress of the AFL, CIO  and R ailroad 
Brotherhoods to unite labor’s p o li
tica l strength behind a real labor 
slate In 1948. Such independent 
po litica l action on a local and Na
tional scale would be the most pow
erfu l blow the workers could strike 
a t the infamous T a ft-H a rtle y  Act.

"Eat Less" Drive W on't Lower Prices
Truman’s high-powered and 

costly propaganda campaign tc 
reduce the food consumption of 
the American people — The 
“Eat Less-Waste Less” pro
gram------ has quickly been re
vealed as a fraud.

The workers are eating less, all 
righ t, but tha t's* because prices 
have taken another spurt since 
Trum an 's much-ball.vhooed pro
gram got under way. In  the week 
ending Oct. 10, the Bureau of La
bor Statistics general index of basic 
commodity prices rose another 1.) 
points.

No less an adm in istra tion au thor
ity  than T rum an ’s own Sccretar;,’ of 
Agriculture, C lin ton P. Anderson, 
let the cat out of the bag in C h i
cago on Oct. 9.

Anderson adm itted tha t T rum an’s 
“ Meatless Tuesdays" and "P o u ltry - 
Ics.i and Eggless Thursdays" are 
pure ballyhoo. These days, Andcr- [ poultry on Tuesdays. Most lo w -in - | the pro fiteering and price-gouging j ris ing w ith  ris ing prices.

son conceded, w’ere “ not p rim arily  
to save the foods themselves" but 
were "symbols of sacrifice." In 
dividual food savings, he said, is of 
" l it t le  im portance," and special 
food-saving days are " lik e  going to 
church on Sundays."

Anderson, a fte r Trum an tried to 
cover up his damaging admissions, 
next day weakly complained the 
press had quoted h im  “ out of con
text.”

His orig ina l statement, however, 
is confirmed by leading Big Busi
ness publications. The Oct. 9 W all

come earners ate less and less o' 
a ll these h igh-prote in  foods every 
day in the week.

The whole program is shot 
through w ith  contradictions on thr 
face of it. I f  less meat is consumed 
there w ill be more livestock on the 
farms to cat up the grain and to 
reduce grain supplies. W hy cat less 
eggs, when the government is buy
ing up hundreds of m illions of eggs 
at abnorm ally high prices ju s t to 
bolster egg prices?

The real purpose of the 'Eat 
Less”  program is not to conserve

St. Journal reveals that the net e f- j food and bring down prices. I t  is
feet of T rum an's “ voluntary ra 
tion in g " program has been a “ ru n '' 
on scarce food Items, as people w ith  
money stocked up. Meat sales re 
mained unchanged — those who 
could a ffo rd  to pay high prices, 
bought meat as before; those who 
couldn't, went w ithou t as usual.

to s h ift the responsibility fo r  high 
prices from  the profiteers to the 
working people. When the pro
gram fails, the blame w ill be placed 
on the low-income consumers who 
"refuse to sacrifice.”

The Trum an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

by the hig food corporations and 
speculators.

The contention tha t h igher wages 
and greater food exports are respon
sible for higher prices was fu rth e r 
exploded by Secretary o f Labor 
Schwellenbach, who on Oct. 9 put. 
the blame for h igher prices on, spec
ulation and profiteering. “ As a 
m atter of fact.," he stated, “ wages 
did not push prices up?, bu t lagged! 
well behind them .”

I t  would be. easy enough to reduce 
prices and produce fa r more fo | 
I lie needs of both file  American 
people and hungry peoples abro$dj 
>f the government seized and niftr) 
tionalized—th a t is, expropriated-5*-5 
the various food trusts and operated 
them under workers’ control.

Meanwhile, the American w o rk 
ers can protect the ir liv in g  stanfi 
ards most im m ediately and effe

wants to claim credit for trying to ! lively by winning higher wage* 
Those with the dough ate more "do something”’ about high prices supplemented by adjustable cost! 

meat on Thursdays, more eggs and —everything, in fact, except halt of-living b o n u s e s  automatically

Convention Acts 
Under Pressure 
Of Slave Law

CIO Appeals for United Labor Action
AFL SETS UP OWN POLITICAL LEAGUE

F o r  the  firs t tim e  in  its  h is to ry , th e  A m e rica n  
F e d e ra tio n  o f L a b o r, n u m b e rin g  7 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0  m e m 
bers, is o ff ic ia lly  e n te r in g  th e  p o litic a l fie ld  and  
sponsoring  a p o litic a l ac tio n  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f its  
ow n. *  —
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Practical Steps In Building the Labor Party
The events of the past year, climaxed by the 

T a ft-H a rtley  Law, have increased the desire of 
the American workers for po litica l action going 
beyond the fram ework o f the two cap ita lis t 
parties. The union m ilitan ts  must pay close 
a tten tion  to every expression of this po litica l 
aWakehihg of the working class. Proper tactics 
m ust be devised to intervene and guide i t  step 
by step toward the building of an independent 
labor party based on the trade unions.

There is no national labor party movement 
in  s ight at this time. The present po litica l 
development of the mass organizations of the 
working class is proceeding in  a very uneven 
way. In  some places the unions put up inde
pendent candidates, as the C IO  .packinghouse 
union's did in  the South St. Paul municipal 
election. In  some places a local u n it of the 
CffO-PAC plays a prim ary role in  advancing 
a labor slate, as in Cleveland. Dayton and 
Youngstown. In  others candidates are run for 
public office independently of the two capita list 
parties through an improvised setup like the 
Oakland Voters League.

P ro sp ects  fo r  1 9 4 8
These actions indicate th a t the trade union 

movement w ill trave l some distanee on the road 
o f independent po litica l action before the fo r
m al organization of an independent labor party 
appears on the po litica l arena. The task now 
is to seize every opportunity to lead the w ork
ers in to  po litica l struggle against the capitalists 
in  contests fo r public office. The logic of the 
struggle w ill impel the movement toward fu r 
the r form al po litica l organization.

ju s t  as there arc no signs at present ol the 
quick form ation o f a national labor party, so 
likewise one cannot be op tim istic  tha t a na

By the Political Committee of the Socialist W orkers Party
tiona l independent labor candidate w ill take 
the fie ld  in  the 1948 election. The m ilita n ts  
should, of course, continue ag itation lo r  labor 
to run its own presidential candidate. However, 
i t  must be recognized tha t i t  is on a state
wide, and especially on a local scale, th a t the 
most favorable chances w ill be found to o r
ganize and partic ipate in  campaigns to elect 
independent labor candidates to public office.

A v a ila b le  V eh ic les
I f  increased opportunities to campaign fo r 

independent labor candidates are expected but 
early fo rn .a lion  of a labor pa rty  is not an tic i
pated, w hat vehicles are available fo r conduct
ing po litica l campaigns? Foremost among these 
available vehicles is the PAC, which is today 
the po litica l arm of the CIO.

The shortcomings o f the PAC have been 
many times pointed out in  The M ilita n t. ' Tn 
the main, i t  supports cap ita lis t candidates; it  
is bureaucratically controlled and discourages 
po litica l discussion and form ula tion  of policy 
by the ranks. The PAC is extremely re luctan t 
and most often refuses to run  or support inde
pendent candidates; i t  lacks m ilitancy ; and 
apart from  "W rite  Your Congressman" cam
paigns i t  generally functions only around elec
tion time as a purely vote-getting agency for 
cap ita lis t politicians.

B ut i t  is the progressive features, and even * 1 
more, the po litica l potentia l of the PAC, which 
are of decisive importance. The union m ilitan ts  
should build the ir tactics upon these positive 
aspects in the ir struggle against the harm fu l 
policies in posed upon PAC by the union lead
ership.

The PAC is a more high ly organized vehicle 
of mass po litica l action than any previously

seen in  the union movement. I t  employs more 
aggressive methods. I t  is based upon the most 
dynamic elements of organized labor, who arc; 
more insistently demanding a departure from  
the policy of adherence to the cap ita lis t parties. 
Under present circumstances the PAC provides 
an extremely favorable arena fo r the propaga
tion  of the Labor Party program and for the 
transform ation of th is  demand in to  action.

In  order to influence the PAC most e f
fectively, i t  is necessary to be inside of it 
w ith  both feet and a part of it.

T h a t means, specifically, th a t the union m il i
tants should enter PAC and urge the workers 
to jo in  i t  and to pay the necessary dues, as 
in  the present do llar drive, which are the ele
m entary obligations of membership. Support 
should be given to the PAC campaign for the 
workers to register so they can vote. Only in 
th is  m anner can the union m ilitan ts  hope to 
redirect PAC from  its present wrong road over 
to the rig h t road of independent po litica l ac
tion.

A  P o licy  fo r  P A C  M e m b e rs
Incorrect policies and in ju rious actions of 

the leadership should be criticized. The mem
bership must be won over to the support of 
policies which can convert PAC in to  a genuine 
medium fo r independent po litica l action. Sup
port should never be given to candidates of the 
cap ita lis t Democratic a iid  Republican parties 
under any Circumstances or in  any way, re
gardless of whether they may be endorsed by 
the PAC or any other labor organization. As 
against support of cap ita lis t candidates, the 
union m ilitan ts  should call for the nomination 
of independent labor candidates.

In  place of the present bureaucratic setup, 
increased rank and file  contro l over PAC and 
its  policies should be sought. PAC and its can
didates should be called upon to sponsor pro
gressive legislation and organize mass actions 
to obtain its passage. Instead of functioning 
as mere vote-collecting instruments, local PAC 
bodies should be transformed in to  year-round 
institu tions, figh ting  in defense of the work
ers on a ll issues affecting th e ir welfare. By 
patient and persistent work w ith in  PAC along 
these lines the Labor Party movement can be 
pushed forward.

T h re e  M a in  Tendencies
The concrete application of the Labor Party 

slogan w ith in  PAC necessarily varies under d if 
ferent conditions. In  many unions today, three 
main tendencies express themselves on the ques
tion of po litica l action. These are the offic ia l 
PAC policy of support to  cap ita lis t politic ians; 
the S ta lin is t “ th ird  pa rty " demagogy; and the 
demand lo r  an independent Labor Party. The 
workers understand the offic ia l PAC policy and 
more and more of them arc becoming fed up 
w ith  it.. B ut in most cases' they do not under
stand the difference between th e  S ta lin is t 
“ th ird  p a rty " line and the demand fo r a Labor 
Party. Most often they m istakenly consider 
the difference cne of sp litting  hairs and the 
Labor Party ag itation is thus largely nu llified . 
Under these circumstances the union m ilitan ts  
should advance the specific demand tha t the 
CIO-PAC itself n in  independent labor candi
dates fo r public office.

This tactical approach lias a number of ad
vantages:

1. I t  retains the essence o f the 'labor party 
position — drawing a class line on the po litica l

fie ld — and serves to e lim inate the confusion 
engendered in counterposing the independent 
labor party slogan to the S ta lin is t " th ird  p a rty " 
demagogy.

2. I t  meets the plausible objection o f the 
d ifficu lty  in beginning to bu ild another organi
zation in  view of the time element involved.

3. I t  avoids creating the false impression of 
opposition to the CIO-PAC as such and pro
poses PAC as a direct instrum ent to advance 
the basic concepts of independent labor politics.

4. I t  serves to expose the S ta lin is t “ th ird  
pa rty ”  fraud by projecting a class line tha t 
cuts through the ir double-talk. For example, 
in expla ining w hat k ind o f a “ th ird  p a rty " 
they have in m ind, the S talin ists advance the 
American Labor P arty  in  New Y ork as the ir 
model. Th is is excellent ground to meet them 
on. A ll workers should be FOR the American 
Labor Party but they should oppose its present 
policy of supporting cap ita lis t po litic ians for 
public office. Independent po litica l action has j 
meaning only when the ALP (and the PAC) 
campaign lo r independent labor candidates. The 
essential difference is im m ediate ly clear to the 
workers.

S am e T a c tic s  In  A F L
Like the- CIO  m ilitan ts  working in the f r u i t 

fu l PAC field, m ilitan ts  in the AFL, Railroad 
Brotherhoods and the independent, unions must 
be on the a le rt to push at every opportunity 
for independent po litica l action. They should 
call for po litica l action committees in  these 
unions and advocate collaboration by a ll unions 
in campaigns to elect independent, labor candi- ] 
dates. This w ill be fac ilita ted by the APL's 
decision to set up Labor's Educational P o litica l 
League.

O pportunities to f ig h t fo r  independent p o lit i
cal action w ill arise in  many d iffe re n t forms. 
An instructive example is ju s t developing in  
Californ ia . A S ta lin is t-con tro lled  “ Trade Union 
Committee for a T h ird  P a r ty "  has ju s t launched 
an "Independent Progressive P a rty " in  tha t 
state. Th is movement is intended by the. s ta lin 
ists as a vehicle of support fo r the Wallace 
Delnccrats. I t  is bureaucratica lly rigged a t the 
outset and is a fa r  cry from  a genuine labor 
party.

In c re a s in g  O p p o rtu n it ie s

B ut the IPP appears a t a tim e when the 
workers o l C a lifo rn ia . CIO  and A F L  alike, are 
m anifesting an increasing desire fo r indepen
dent po litica l action Furtherm ore there is a 
chance th a t a substantia l reg is tra tion of work
ers under th is  new party  would make i t  pos- 

i sible to defeat the S ta lin is ts ’ aims and tu rn  
th is movement toward a labor party  develop
ment. W ith  th is prospect, the union m ilitan ts  
are entering 'the fray  to arm  the le ftw a rd- 
moving workers w ith  a program and help them  
fig h t to make the Independent Progressive 
Party a genuine party  of independent po litica l 
action.

The American w orker; are beginning to 
awaken po litica lly . Independent labor candi
dates are running fo r office more frequently 
than ever before. M any opportunities are de
veloping to promote more campaigns. In to  these 
situations w ith  both feet! Take the movement 

j as you find  it ,  work out a realistic program of 
action, and in  struggle help the le ftw a rd-m ov
ing workers learn rich po litica l lessons! T ha t is 
the way to build a labor party!

NMU Convention Further Loosens 
Stalinist Machine's Paralyzing Grip

N E W  YO R K , Oct. 1 5 -  
adiouined today, after 24 days 
unfinished and was referred to j 
the union’s National Council.

The Curran-led Rank &  F ile cau
cus succeeded in defeating the i 
t ig h tly  k n it  S ta lin is t machine on 
gome of the most im portan t issues 
jfefore the convention. The power ; 
rof the S ta lin is t-contro lled  National ( 
pCoyncil was curbed by constitu tion - . 
fel amendment subjecting m ajor de
cisions to ra tifica tion  of the mem- ! 
bership.
|  The appeal to reinstate Joseph 
IP & k ,"  who was removed as vice- 
president cn charges by Curran ana 
deprived ol tire righ t to hold office 
fo r five years, was defeated by the 
pa rrow  m arg in of two votes—353 to

S ta lin is t-insp ired charges of dis
crim ina tion  against the offic ia ls  of j 
the New Orleans branch were de
feated by a dec sive vote of the dele
gates. Even the S ta lin is t members 
bn the convention tr ia l committee 
rejected the charges as unfounded.

Tim  significance of these issues 
went deeper than surface appear
ance. W hat was involved in  the 
Stack case was an ind ic tm ent of 
the S ta lin is t method of employing 
slander and character assassination 
against opponents. This practice 
has served to poison the atmosphere 
and has led lo  extreme factional 
bitterness.
’■ -Tile-. New Orleans case was ex
posed' as a frameup in which the 
S ta lin ists sought to incite race feel
ing  to serve the ir factional ends. 
A lthough the convention action in 
both these cases was an obvious re
buke to the methods and practices 
of the S ta lin ists in the union, an 
incident in  the closing days of the 
convfn tiqn  "In d ic a te d  they had 
learned nothing.

On th e 23rd day, NM U Secretary 
Ferdinand- Sm ith threw  a "bomb" 
in tg  t ile  convention in the form  of 
a w ritten  statem ent accusing Treas- 
,1irer Hcdlcy Stone o f financ ia l i r 
regularity. The statement accused 
Curran and Stone, o f covering a ! 
fie ld  _ patrolm an, allegedly gu ilty  of 
’financ ia l irregu larity . The state
ment was offered as “ in fo rm a tion ” 
ancj not as charges.

The “ accused" established the fact 
that' there was no financ ia l irregu- j 
la rity . The only th ing  involved was j 
th e  ‘‘■ailure o f  f ie ld  natro lm an D ia z
to file regular reports as requested
•by the union treasurer. W nat was j 
Intended as a bombshell turned out 
to  be a stink bomb tha t had most

B y C . T h o m a s

■The Sixth convention of the GIO National Maritime Union 
of bitter factional struggle. Much of the business remained

of the delegates holding th e ir noses.
W ith  both groups almost evenly 

divided, the balance of power in the 
convention rested w ith  the inde
pendents. T h is  was evident in  the 
rrote on every controversial issue. 
Questions involv ing the extension of 
democracy and rank and f ile  con
tro l had the support of a decisive 
m ajority .

Th is alignm ent was most clear in 
the rejection of a Curran-sponsored 
constitu tional amendment ou tlaw 
ing “ outside interference.”  Faction 
ines wore 'crossed to defeat this 

amendment by 58 votes. Curran 
continued to play on the “ outside 
interference”  theme as the conven
tion  closed.

In  his concluding remarks, Cur
ran called on the delegates to 
“ make sure th a t when we come to 
the next convention there w ill be no 
more po litica l machines le ft in  the 
union.”  Th is is the same tune 
played by the so-called a n ti-p o lit ic 
als in  the A F L  m aritim e unions 
who cry: No politics in  the union. 
W hat they mean is no politics but 
the ir own pa rticu lar brand.

The so-called an ti-po litica ls  d i

vide the world of politics neatly in 
two: The politics o f supporting 
Democratic a n d  R e p u b l i c a n  
"friends”  of labor—and S ta lin is t 
politics. By the ir methods, policy 
aixd practice the S ta lin is ts  have 
sqrvftd to discredit working class 
politics .

B u t the policy of supporting 
"friends" in the camp pf the class 
enemy is no less discredited. The 
on ly answer is to counterpose inde
pendent working class po litics to 
bofeh-these schools. The attem pt to 
cn’Titfw working class po litics under 
the pretext of e lim inating  the S ta l
in is t' machine w ill be opposed by a ll 
union m ilitan ts .

This convention fu rthe r loosened 
the grip  of (he Stalin ists on tlie 
NMU. As Curran repeatedly de
clared: “ The Communist pa rty  in 
th is  union is on the way out.”  W hat 
is to replace the CP machine? The 
members of the NMU can provide a 
progressive answer to th a t question 
by jealously guarding the ir demo
cratic rights, figh ting  for a m ilita n t 
program and substitu ting working 
class po litics fo r the politics of class 
collaboration.

V ic tim  o f  S h ipya rd  Scabs

In ju red  while try ing  to stop a scab-loaded car from  crossing 
picket lines outside the Bethlehem shipyards in  Baltim ore, Daniel 
Appel of the CIO  Indus tria l Union and M arine and Shipbuilding 
Workers lies stretched out w a iting  fo r the ambulance. I lis  fellow 
strikers continued picketing even though four union members were 
arrested. The strike is now almost four months old, but Bethlehem 
s till refuses to come to terms, hold ing out for contract provisions 
which would seriously undermine the union. (Federated Pictures)

WHO CONTROLS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY?
B y A r t  P re is

Whatever issues or interests 
may divide the Democratic and 
Republican parties, they a re  
firmly united on the chief tenet 
cf American capitalist politics: 
Preserve the two-party system !

T h is  s/stem guarantees the p o li
tica l monopoly of the cap ita lis t 
class. We have one-class rule 
through a tw o-party mechanism. By 
th is mechanism, the discontent of 
the people is periodically channel
ized back and fo rth  between two

Can the Democratic 
Party Be Reformed? 

Part 3

parties completely controlled by 
capitalists.

In  this deceptive system, the 
Democratic P arty  has most fre 
quently unfurled the banner of 
"re fo rm .”  B u t Democratic " re 
fo rm " movements have always end

ed w ith  the monopoly capitalists 
more securely entrenched. I t  could 
not be otherwise.

A simple investigation of the f i-  
i uncia l sources of the Democratic 
Party suffices to prove who reallv 
controls and directs it. When 
Roosevelt in  1936 charged tha t 
"economic roya list*” ' ruled the Re
publican Party, he was answered 
by W illiam  Hard, Republican radio 
commentator, w ith  the equally cor
rect charge tha t the Democratic 
T arty  is also financed by "econ
omic royalists."

Hard named 400 super-rich Dem
ocratic backers, includ ing Russell 
Leffingwell, partner o f J. P. M or
gan &  Co.: W alter E. Frew; presi
dent o f the Corn Exchange Bank 
(Lehman con tro l); W alter Dun- 
nington, trustee Of the Central 
Hanover Bank &  T rust Co.; P. A. S. 
F rank lin , head of the In te rna tiona l 
M ercantile  M arine ; W illiam  K. 
Vanderb ilt; W alter P. Chrysler: 
Jesse I. Strauss; Cyrus and Harold 
M cCorm ick; V incent Astor; A. P. 
G iann in i. etc.

T h a t same year, the,*.Democratic
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Party raised $385,525 from  adver
tis ing in  a souvenir handbook. 
Among the mast generous patrons 
were Arm our &  Co, Firestone T ire 
&  Rubber, Bethlehem Steel, C h ry
sler, Autom atic Voting Machine Co.. 
National Gypsum, Remington Rand. 
Grurnan A irc ra ft, etc. They d idn ’t 
swell the Democratic coffers just 
out of good-will.

The Democratic Party is the op
posite of democratic. I t  is a m a
chine run by a hierarchy of bosses. 
T h is  system of bosses runs from  
ward to county, from  state to na 
tional machines. The lower-level 
bosses take the ir orders from  those 
next higher up.

This party machine is held to 
gether by patronage and favors, 
w ith  the bosses dispensing public 
jobs, contracts, candidacies, and 
what the gangsters call “ protec
tio n ."  The ward or county "w ork- 

i e rs"—who do the menial chores in 
campaigns— are larg'ely compo ed 

| of job-holders on the public pay- 
■ rolls through party  influence, or 

lawyers, petty racketeers and ward- 
heelers anxious fo r lush pickings.

A combination of big c ity bosses. 
1 like F lynn  o f Brooklyn. Hague of 

Jersey City, K e lly  of Chicago, etc., 
f and Southern politicos o f the B il-  
I bo type . d irectly contro l the state 
' and national activities of (he Dem

ocratic Party. No man—not e-’en 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt—ever secured 
m ajor office under Democratic aus- 

I pices w ithou t support from  these 
bosses. They in  tu rn  are in tim ate ly  

I tied w ith  the business interests in
I the ir areas, including illegal enter

prises like gambling and prostitu - 
, tion.

A recent book. "O ur F a ir C ity ." 
edited bv Col. Robert S. Allen, gives 
a v ivid picture of the u tte rly  cor
rupt Democratic rule in  a number 
of m ajor cities. He concludes, on 
the basis of factual reports bv vet
eran newspapermen, tha t municipal 
politics, including the Democratic 

| breed, is the "same old story of 
boodling bosses and businessmen, of 
horrendous slums, of d ir t  and f ilth , 
disease and vice, of gross and 
shameless waste, of mismanage
ment and misrule, of crass disre

gard of public health  and human 
d ign ity .”

A llen also observes th a t “ there 
is not a c ity  in  the country, large 
or small, where business is not the 
prim ary stu ltify ing ', corrupting and 
anti-dem ocratic influence. The 
worst-managed, bedraggled, and 
backward communities are those 
dominated by business interests."

This is true not only of m unicipal 
politics in general, but Democratic 
politics in particular. I t  is doubly 
true of Democratic government po li
tics. The national government 
spends scores of b illions annually, 
employes m illions.

Here Big Business holds its  most 
corrupt and absolute sway. Her,: 
we can see most nakedly the in 
te rlink ing  of capitalist class rule 
and the Democratic Party.

Today almost a ll top cabinet and 
government posts, under the Demo
cratic adm in istra tion , are filled  by 
W all Street financiers, corporation 
executives and professional m il i
tarists. The entire set-up is sym
bolized bv James V. Forrestal, suc
cessful W all Street banker, as See- 
retar.- o f Defense, and General 
George M arshall as Secretary of 
State.

Seme union leaders are try ing  to 
conceal the role of the Democratic 
P arly  by urging workers to vote 
for "good" Democrats under the 
slogan: "Vote fo r the man, no t the 
pa rty ." B ut when you vote fo r the 
man, yon vote fo r his party. For 
the party dominates the indiv idual. 
Any Democrat, who bucks party  po l
icy, fo r any reason, is shoved aside 
Henry Wallace, w iio does a lot of 
ta lk ing about, "re fo rm ing " the 
Democratic Party, is a good recent 
example c f this. He was uncere
moniously booted cu t of W ashing
ton .

The Democratic Party is a capi
ta lis t instrum ent and corrupt to the 
fore. The wage-earners and w ork
ing farmers w ill never have a party 
to serve the ir interests u n til they 
build a party of the ir jw ti, a labor 
party tha t w ill figh t to wrest po li
tica l power from  both old parties of 
W all Street.

Lewis Says AFL Chiefs 
"Debase" Th emselves

(Continued from  Page 1)
“ out of 73 printed pages, it (Taft 
Act) contains only two lines tha t 
give labor the r ig h t to organize. The 
ether 73 pages dare labor to exer
cise tha t r ig h t.”

He contemptuously read o ff the 
T a ft Act provisions on filing- union 
financ ia l s t a t e m e n t s  and sa id : 
“ There isn ’t  an organization in  the 
AFL which can make tha t report 
in  a manner satisfactory to the 
counsel of the N LR B ."

In  his conclusion. Lewis declared 
th a t i f  the amendment were pass
ed, " I  w ill not be a candidate for 
election to th is debased, denatured 
board" whose members would be 
relieved of the ir titles as officers.

He was not, he added, “ holding 
a gun to the head of the conven
tion. I ’m merely s ta ting  the case, 
so you can act w ith  fu ll knowledge 
of the facts. For. as fa r  as th a t’s 
concerned, X th in k  th is  Federation 
has no head; I  th in k  its neck has 
ju s t grown up and haired over."

By contrast w ith  Lewis’ figh ting  
speech, the counter-arguments of 
the rest c f the A FL leaders were 
like the bleating of frightened sheep. 
AFL Teamster's Czar, Danie l J. 
Tobin, in tim ated tha t Lewis was 
ta lk ing "revo lu tion ." Tobin was 
"happy to have tire chance to say 
by a ffid av it, ‘I ’m not a Commun
ist,’ "  and anyway, "the  question is 
not o f much importance.”

AFL Secretary-Treasurer George

CIO Convention 
Urges United 
Political Action

(Continued from  Page 1) 
Congress are to be found the re
ports don’t  say.

Nor has the top leadership of the 
C IO  given any recognition to (lie 
rising sentim ent among the CIO 
membership fo r PAC to run its own 
candidates as demonstrated by ac
tion in recent elections in  Cleve
land, Dayton and elsewhere.

’] he convention is more- than 
cluttered up w ith  long-winded, dry 
speeches by pompous v is iting d ig 
nitaries from  non-labor circles. 
And. curiously enough, a mostspop- 
u lar theme among these interlopers 
is red-baiting. N

Archbishop R ichard J. Cushing of 
Boston sought to incite the dele
gates against "po ten tia l tra ito rs to 
America and to our organizations in 
the labor movement," a none-too- 
subtle reference to any m ilita n t 
worker who opposes W all S treet’s 
war program and resists the cam 
paign of the Associated Catholic 
Trade Unionists to try  to dominate 
the trade unions.

Secretary c f Labor Schwellen- 
tach  handed out th is  choice b it of 
poison: ' I  classify as reactionaries 
those who . . . upon order from 
abroad seek to substitute to ta lita r i
anism for democracy in  America 
. . . I t  would be a grave mistake to 
perm it the reactionaries in  the la 
bor movement . . .  to use trade 
unionism as a means to a tta in  the 
objectives which they seek."

In  answer to a direct question at 
a press conference after his speech. 
Schwellenbach adm itted th a t by 
"reactionaries" in the above state
ment he meant, "com m unists.”  A ll 
"com m unists’ ’ he said should be 
barred from  membership in trade 
unions. Schwellenbach wants to 
raise T a ft and H artley a few blue 
chips.

A t noon yesterday, a S ta lin is t 
selling the Da ily W orker outside the 
convention hotel, was beaten up 
and his papers destroyed.

I Meany and Ladies' G arm ent W ork
ers President David Dubinsky added 
the ir mush-mouthed counsels of re 
treat. And 80% of the well-heeled 
business agents and in te rna tiona l 
representatives who acted as dele- ] 
gates meekly raised the ir hands in  
approval of the surrender amend
ment.

B u t the voice of the AFL ranks 
found utterance in  the sizable 20% 
of delegates who backed Lewis' 
m ilita n t stand. A true appraisal of. 
the membership’s sentiments was

stated by F rank  Turco, of the 
Newsboys Federal Union in Seattle, 
who told the convention: “ John 
Lewis has more respect from  the 
American working man t l i i l t  a ll 
you in te rna tiona l representatives 
put together."

For Lewis spoke not to the  dele
gates alone, bu t to the working m il
lions fo r whom h is  words are a 
cla rion call to f ig h tin g  action 
against the infamous Slavs Law.

(Sec E d ito ria l on Lewis speech, 
Page 4.)

Our Program:
1. Defend labor's standard of living!

A  sliding scale of wages —  an escalator wage clauso In all union 
contracts to  provide autom atic wage increases to  meet thro 
rising cost o f liv ing!

Organize mass consumers committees fo r independent action against 
p ro fitee ring  and p rice -goug ing ! *

Expropriate the food trusts! O perate them under workers co n tro ll

2. Full employment and job security for al? workers 
and veterans!
For the 6-hour day, 30-hou« week! A  slid ing scale o f hours— reduce 

trio  hours o f work w ith no reduction in pay to  prevent layoffs 
and unemployment!

Governm ent operation o f all id le plants under workers" control! 
Unemployment insurance equal to  trade union wages fo r worker* and 

veterans during the entire period o f unemployment!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strike
breaking!
No restrictions on the righ t to  strike and picket 1 
No injunctions! No compulsory a rb itra tion !

4. Build an independent labor party!

5. Tax the rich, not the poor!
Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government 
low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!
End Jim Crow! End anti-Semitism!

8. For a veterans' organization sponsored by the 
trade unions!

9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism 
and war.
Tako the war-making powers away from Congross! Let the people 

vote on the question o f war cr poace!
Against cap ita lis t conscription!
Abolish the o ffice r caste system!
Full dem ocratic rights in the armed forccsl 
Trade Union wages for the armed forces!
M ilita ry  tra in ing o f workers, financed by the government, but under 

contro l o f the trade unions!

10. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the 
workers in all lands!
For the com plete independence o f the colon ial peoples!
W ithdraw  all American troops from fore ign soil!

I I. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

flo tK  t/le  SociaCcat 0W<xt£et<i 'P a tty  f
Socialist W orkers Party 
1 16 University Place 
New York 3. New York

I would like:
CU To join the Socialist Workers Party.

[Z1 To obtain lu iiher information about your or
ganization

□  To attend meetings and forums of the Socialis* 
Workers Party in my city.

N a m e ..................... .......................................................... ........ ............. .
( Please Print),

St r e s j- ................... ..............

C i t y  . .................................................................... ..............................

Po s t a l  Z o n e  ........  St a t e  _____ __ , ....................... . .................
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The Social Thinking 
Of the Workers

S c ie n t if ic  soc ia lism  is  the  con* 
scious express ion o f  the  unconscious 
h is to r ic a l p rocess; n a m e ly , the  in 
s t in c t iv e  and e le m e n ta l d r iv e  o f  the 
p ro le ta r ia t  to  re c o n s tru c t soc ie ty  on 
co m m u n is t b e g in n in g s . These o r 
g a n ic  tendencies in  the  psycho logy 
o f  w o rke rs  s p r in g  to  l i fe  w ith  u t 
m ost r a p id ity  today in  the epoch 
o f  crises and w a rs .

— Leon T ro ts k y , 1940

B y J. R . Johnson

In  1940, just before his as
sassination, Trotsky, when ask
ed about the backwardness of 
the American workers, replied :

“ The American worker is very 
combative—as we have seen curing 
the strikes. They have had the 
most rebellious strikes in the world. 
W hat the American worker misse? 
is a s p ir it oi' generalization, or 
analysis, of his class position in so
ciety as a whole. T h is  lack of so
cia l th in k in g  has its o rig in  in  the 
country's whole h istory—the Far 
West w ith  the perspective of un
lim ited  possibilities fo r everyone to 
become rich, etc. . . . T h e ir back
wardness consists , of the ir inab ility  
to generalize the ir problem; they 
consider everything on a personal 
basis . . .

“ Now the war w ill teach them so
c ia l th ink ing . The economic crisis 
In s  already begun and in  the CIO 
we see the f irs t reaction of the 
workers—confused but im portan t 
They begin to feel themselves as 
a class; they 10 to 14 m illion ' 
of unemployed, etc. Now the war 
w ill continue to teach them social

hangover. They’re bouncing and 
confused.'’ “ The country ’s in  such 
a predicament they's nobody sat
isfied. T h a t’s tin * heck of it. ' 
"Everyone is rushing back and 
forth. They're dissatisfied w ith  
what they've got and they don’i  
know where’s they're going.'' T h e e  
were tile  comments of a Wyoming 
pipe-line hand, a Colorado fre igh t- 
car inspector, a M ontana ranch 
hand.

B u t while th ink ing  in  terms of 
he country as a whole, the people 

had also made the d is tinction  be
tween themselves and the govern
ment. W olf reports: "M y  fellow 
passengers invariab ly  spoke of the 
government as 'they.' And there 
seemed t.o be a general feeling tha t 
‘we tile  people' were pre tty  helpless 
n the hands of 'they the govern
ment' as though 'we' had nothing 
’o do w ith  'th e ir ' election and con
tro l.”

Not only did tiie  people regard 
the government in a separate cate
gory from  themselves. They ex
pressed no confidence in tiie  gov
ernment but were oppressively con
scious of the confusion

th ink ing , and th is  means revolu- | reigned up there among ‘ them, 
tionary th in k in g ."  j The war had tra in 'd  the workers to

follow the news care fu lly, and the ir

this lack of program was the sud
denness w ith  which the m yth oi 
a lva licn  through a New Dea'. 

seemed to iiave vanished overnight. 
Nor was there confidence th a t a 
new adm in istra tion would solve the 
social problem. A housewife in 
C a liforn ia  expressed tiie  sentimem.- 
of many tha t “ the entire govern
ment—both the Republicans and 
the Democrats—should be voted out 
and give us a complete change."

T h is  absence, of a program on 
the pa rt of the workers in  the midst 
of a social crisis is not unusual 
Lenin, w riting  in  1905 during the 
f irs t Russian Revolution, noted an 
im portan t difference between in 
tellectuals and workers. "The in - I 
telligcntsia can very well solve prob- I 
lems of 'princip le .' draw up good j 
schemes, reason very well about I 
the need fo r doing certain things 
. . . but the workers act; they trans
form drab theory in to  v ita l life .’ 

"Not. in  words but in deeds." 
That was Lenin's favorite  phase to 
describe the way in  which the social 
thinking- of the workers reveals it -  

which self. I t  is a pa rticu la rly  apt descrip-

The Real Meaning of Belgrade 
'Bureau' Set Up by the Kremlin

I ta l ia n  K ids  P rotest H unger

Two years have passed since th  
end o f the w'ar. They have been 
combative years fo r the American 
workers. They have also been 
though tfu l years. A valuable in d i
cation of how though tfu l tines: 
years have been is given ir. tw< 
articles entitled "Here is Am erica" 
published in the Oct. 11 and 18 is
sues of Collier’s Magazine. The

reaction was almost invariab ly  tha t 
of the woman m ill hand in  Hazel- 
ton, Pa.; "Bom? of t.he leaders say 
one t ilin g  and some another. I f  
they're confused, what am f  sup
posed to th in k? ”

The moral strength of a govern
ment rests in  its  capacity to im 
press the masses w ith  its  sureness

lien  fo r the American womens, t iw.v 
have come a long way under the 
impact of the war. How long w ill 
only be known when they move and 
........ I (*•" c re - 'v  an-l
which have been accumulating 
-■otig w itn  m e ir confusion and re. i. 
lessness.

By the Political Committee of the Socialist Workers Party

Join ing w ith  (he ir fathers and mothers,,.these Ita lia n  youngsters 
turned out in  Rome recently to protest sw iftly  m ounting liv ing  costs 
th a t keep food from  the ir tnbles. “ We Children Are Hungry,’ ’ one 
c f the ir placards read i — and the poor kids look it, don' t  they?

(Federated Pictures)

articles are ba.sed upon a cross- | of direction and its overall organi- 
country bus tr ip  by a reporter, nation of national and in te rna tio r id 
Thomas H. W olf, and describe his affa irs. Today, among the broad 
conversations w ith  a cross-section i mas es, the government does not 
o f the American masses. As ;s give th is impression.
characteristic of bus passengers, the 
people w ith  whom W olf talked were 
m ainly of the working class or the 
lower m iddle class.

The very lis t of those interviewed 
reveals the restlessness o f the 
Am erican masses. There were 
“ harvest hands and CIO organizers; 
butchers and m inisters; stenogra-

As for in te rna tiona l-  affa irs, in 
terest was widespread, reaching in 
to every household. The workers 
th in k  no t on ly about the fu ture  of

Why Laborite Ministers 
Follow Imperialist Policy

B v John G. W rig h t
Even many liberals, who praise to the skies the Laborite government’s domestic mea

sures as progressive, have been compelled to criticize its foreign policy. Bevin has promoted
American society but o f the world I i n  Greece a policy identical with Churchill’s. Attlee, even before he took the office of Prime
as a whole. Speculation about the Minister, pledged, by underwriting the Potsdam Pact, to carry on from where Churchill left
in ev itab ility  of war is part of the l . ,, *
da ilv lives of the people. F a iih  in | o f f .  They w ith d r e w  fro m  In- ]eave (.he cap ita lis t order in tact, as tween w hat the workers expected
the UN is almost completely absent. ^ ia  b u t  re fu s e  to  w i th d r a w  did the Laborites a fte r taking o f - ' and w hat the ir o ffic ia l leadership, is

phers and farm ers; housewives and | one  engineer from  Lexington, K en- , . fice, cannot carry out policies, i o ffering them, m ust drive home the
hou'se painters; students and m ill j tucky. expressed the general s e n t i- , t r c m  A tn c a  a n d  o th e r  c o lo n ie s . whether domestic  or foreign, t h a t ! lesson th a t a d iffe re n t leadership,
hands; waitresses and missionaries; | ment most pungently: "They ought Why? w ill serve the interests o f labor and pledged to carry out en tire ly  d iffe r-
d rifte rs  and loafeis, veterans and ( t 0 send the UN out to some Pacific L:berals critic ize but none of them  .socialism, no m atter how loudly ent policies. Is im perative ly needed.
stay-at-homes; t e e n a g e r s  and island and use a ll th a t construe-i bothers to explain th is g laring con-
grandparents: they were white and 
black; M ethodist and Baptist; 
Amish, Jewish, Catholic. Protestant. 
Church of Jesus C hris t; and A fr i-  
can-M ethodist."

The American masses, w ith  the ir

lion in New York for housing.' trad iction . They are surprised, and

Yet. th is lack of fa ith  in the UN is > nothm g more'
not due to any isolationism. In  the lu t  M arxists were not a t a ll sur-

they may protest to the contrary. | Morever, th is s ituation cannot last 
Th is has been proved tim e and i forever, because the cap ita lis t rulers 

again. I t  was proved in Germany.,1 w ill not s it by w ith  folded hands 
a fte r the Kaiser’s downfall, when j while the masses awaken to the

words of the young w ife of an 
Omaha bus driver: ‘ Everyone rea l
izes th a t w hat happens over there 

in fin ite  variety of occupations and affects us over h c re ”  Qr a clerk
experiences, are on th? move. But 
the ir movements have a d iffe rent 
qua lity  than the vagrancy to which 
large sections of the population 
were driven during the 30's. F irs t 
of a ll, they belong some place. A l
most everybody, except a few fa rm 
ers in  the Corn B e lt seemed to be 
e ither union men or pro-labor. 
They also had a focal po in t for 
the ir antagonism—the T a f t- I Ia r t -  
lcy Act. B u t even the popular op
position to th is law is not the most 
interesting 
th in k in g  o f the American workers 
today.

Everywhere, w ith  everyone. W olf 
notes tha t confusion and dissatis
faction  prevail. Not only tha t. The 
uncerta in ty which each feels, lie 
regards not as his own personal 
predicament but. ra the r as charac
te ris tic  of the people and the coun
try  as a whole. Typica l of the gen
eral comments were these:

"People uct like t l i f v  a ll have a

in  Casper, Wyoming, put i t :  “ Things 
tha t happen abroad is like they 
was happening in  your own back
yard ." The American masses are 
discussing the re la tion between the 
economic needs of the people at 
home and the needs of the countries 
abroad.

And as they irivke a distinction 
on the domestic scene between "w i 
the people" and "the y  the govern
ment,V so in  discussing re lie f to 

aspect o f the social | Europe, there were not a few who 
distinguished between the rich and 
the poor abroad. A merchant sea
man in  Sharon, Pa., complained: 
" I  th ink  tha t a ll our money is go
ing stra ight in to  the black market 
over there, n i ik ing  the rich  richer 
instead of helping the people who 
need i t . ”

In  the general confusion and dis
satisfaction among the worker? 
there was no sign of any positive 
program. B ut more sign ificant th a t

prised. Bevin, fo r example, had the German Social Democrats Laborite. betrayals ..of th e ir , hopes 
'•jprvpfl in r'hiirp'rtill’c w r a r  rahinpf »«* . . . . . .  __ .’served in  C hurch ill’s war cabinet as 
M in is te r of Labor. He did not hesi
tate to force workers to labor in coal 
mines under the P it B a llo t scheme. 
A rth u r M orrison, another eminent 
Laborite, served as C hurch ill’s M in i
ster of Home Security and together 
w ith  Bevin and the others func
tioned as strikebreaker, invoking 
Defense Regulation 1-AA. A il of 
ihem, w ithout exception, underwrote

elected th e ir own man, Ebert, a s ! and socialist aspirations. Even be- 
President and also tried  to p a lm : fere the workers move to replace 
o ff  the cap ita lis t W eimar Republic ■ th is  leadership, the capitalists' w ill 
as “socialist." I t  was demonstrated . seek to  use these Laborite betray - 
in  B rita in  when MacDonald to o k ; als in  order to  pave the way-Tor 
the helm years ago in  the name of fascist demagogues, already busy 
the Labor Party, then a m inority  throughout the country.

Bolivian Gov't. Terror 
Hits Labor Movement

B y J. G om ez
The shadow of American imperialism is growing darker 

over Latin America. The native capitalists and big land own
ers, taking their tip from Washington, are trying to put into 
effect their own versions of the Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law. 

In  Bolivia, for instance, the4imentarv neods leaders of the In -
Hertzog regime has launched 
a ferocious anti-labor drive. It  
is attempting in particular to 
smash the M iners’ Federation, 
which is the backbone of the trade 
union movement in  Bolivia.

The government has confiscated 
the property of the m iners' union. 
Arrests and deportations occur 
daily. One graphic incident alone 
shows how fa r tiie  Hertzcg d ic ta 
torship is carry ing th is an ti-labor 
d rive : In  Llallagua 400 miners
were exiled from  the province of

dians are put in  concentration 
camps as “ ag itators."

One of the special targets in  this 
te rroristic drive is the Partido Ob- 
rero Rcvolucionario (Revolutionary 
Workers P arty), B oliv ian section ot 
the Fourth  In ternationa l. I ts  paper, 
Lucha Gbrera, (W orkers’ Struggle) 
was suppressed. Its  members have 
been arrested and persecuted.

T h is  reign of terror is the answer 
of the native plutocracy to  the 
needs and the hunger c f the labor
ing and popular masses. They

, know only one reply—persecution o.
Bustillo  for two years. They were lhg ,cadcl.s in  the f ig h t  for the
charged w ith  the "c rim e ”  of being 
“ ag itators."

needs of the masses. To the na
tive capitalists and th e ir im peria list

The miners some time ago elected j masters, anyone who dares to figh l 
a number of the ir own representa- f 0r the da ily needs of the masse:
tives to the House of Representa
tives and the Senate. Fearing the 
growing po litica l strength of the 
miners, the government is now t ry 
ing to take away the parliam entary 
im m unity  of these representatives 
and subject them to tr ia l on 
fram ed-up charges of “ subversive 
p lots," etc.

T h is  an ti-labo r drive is not con

is an “ ag ita tor.”
A n ti-labor drives such as th is o ik  

in  Bolivia are general in  L a tir  
America today. They d iffe r only 
in extent and degree. A .simile; 
drive is now gaining momentum ir 
Chile.

The L a tin  Am erican masses hav< 
two m ajor enemies in the ir strug 
gle—the native plutocracy and ther

fined to the miners, but is aimed at , W all Street- masters. In  this strug 
the whole working class. I t  is also i gle the American workers hav
directed against the Ind ian peasant 
masses. For the “ crim e" o f organ
iz ing in  defense o f th e ir most ele-

everyth ing to gain by doing a ll the 
can to aid and support the ir class 
brothers below the R io Grande,

party. I t  is being demonstrated 
once again under Attlee, when the 
Laborites enjoy an indisputable ma- 

. ,, je rity . Leadership c f th is, stripe
-h u rc h .il s foreign polucy during the cannot fo llow  a d jffe ren t course.

The real character of the Labor
ites can most clearly be seen in  fo r
eign policy because people whose 
aim  is to preserve and manage capi
ta lism  a t home expose themselves 
in  world a ffa irs  fo r exactly what 
they are—clerks of imperialism .

Those who resist change at home, 
le t me repeat, w ill demonstrate this

war.
How could such people be ex

pected to act d iffe ren tly  when they 
themselves took over the helm of 
government? The fact is they 
d idn ’t. They remained true to 
themselves.

I f  the B ritish  workers wanted 
change, then the leaders they voted 
in to power were conservative-

Unless the workers force a show
down, the  fascists w ill. T ha t is why 
(he active in tervention of revolu
tionists—w ith  th e ir  program of 
drastic social change as the only 
realistic way out— is destined to play 
such a great role in  the days ahead.

Gave This Copy 

Of THE MILITANT 

To Your Shopmate

The capita list press, following the State D epart
ment, views t.he Kremlin-sponsored "In fo rm a tio n  
Bureau" set up in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, as "no th ing  
less than the reestablishment of the C o m in te rn ;" and 
characterizes it  as “ a declaration of economic and 
po litica l war against the United States.”  (N. Y. Times, 
Oct, 12.)

The American workers must reject these deliberate 
iies about the Belgrade Bureau, which W all Street's 
spokesmen are employing to whip up war hysteria. 
S ta lin 's  new "in fo rm a tio n  Bureau" does not con
stitu te  a “ rev iva l”  of Lenin and T ro tsky ’s Communist 
In te rna tiona l. S ta lin  destroyed the Communist I n 
ternational long ago by driv ing out a ll those who 
adhered to the program of world socialism, butcher
ing tiie  leading revolutionary figures in  the Soviet 
Union, and systematically hounding and assassinating 
the genuine fighters fo r socialism in  other countries.

Nor does the setting up of th is "In fo rm a tio n  B u
reau”  indicate th a t the Stalin ists seek to over
tu rn  capitalism  in Europe. T ha t can be done only 
by pu tting  W orkers’ und Farmers’ Governments in 
power. The K rem lin  is incapable of m obiliz ing the 
majses fo r the revolutionary struggle required to 
establish sucii governments. I ts  en tire  record is 
tha t of deliberate betrayals, of treacherous stabs in  
the back, of defeats of working class struggles.

S ta lin  F e a rs  R evo lu tio n
Sta lin  is in  m orta l fear of revo lu tionary struggle, 

since it  would set in  m otion social forces th a t would 
inevitably sweep his bureaucratized parties aside. 
T ha t is why S ta lin is t chieftains T o g lia tt i and Longo 
in Ita ly  and Duclos and Thorez in  France have done 
the ir utmost to restra in  the workers from  taking 
the road of socialist revolution. They w ill continue 
to do so.

I f  the new "In fo rm a tion  Bureau" does not signify 
any genuine “ le f t "  sh ift, then w hat does i t  repre
sent?

I t  represents a maneuver by S ta lin  w ith in  the 
framework of the struggle th a t broke out between 
American Imperialism  and the Soviet U n ion fo llow ing 
V -J Day. I t  is a counter move by the K rem lin  bu
reaucracy against W all S treet’s tigh ten ing encircle
ment o f the Soviet Union. The aggressor in th is 
struggle is Am erican im peria lism  which is carry ing 
out step by step its  program of world dom ination.

S ta lin  hopes by his latest m aneuver. to explo it 
for his own ends the mass resentment over W all 
Street’s im peria lis t designs and war plans. By n u n -  
ipu ia ting  th is pressure, S talin aspires to reach a 
new deal w ith  W ashington—a "non-aggression” , pact 
and economic conce sions. In  re tlirn  he w ill openly 
renew the Services o f.h is  agents I n  subduing and be
heading the struggle for socialism.

Seeks C a b in e t Posts
Far from  wanting to . seize power, in  Western 

Europe, a il S ta lin  wants is to share cabinet posts 
w ith  the native cap ita lis t representatives. “The  key 
demand of the Belgrade Bureau’s m anifesto is fo r 
the form ation of coalition governments in  which 
S ta lin is ts  would hold posts. These cabinet posts 
couiu - then be painted up in  . the eyes of the workers 
as “ a n ti- im pe ria lis t" victories, while - provid ing the 
K rem lin  w ith  increased bargaining power fo r a deal 
w ith  W all Street.

By such a deal S talin hopes to postpone in de fin ite 
ly the armed a ttack which W a ll, Street pro ject; 
against the Soviet Union. Bpt even the achievement 
of a “ non-aggression”, pact would pot. d ivert the 
American im peria lists from  the ir aim of destroying 
the Soviet Union "peacefully”  through economic pen
etra tion or by force of atomic arms.

A t the same time, the "In fo rm a tio n  Bureau”  is 
part of the K rem lin 's  answer to the M arshall Plan 
tha t aims at the consolidation of an anti-Sovie t bloc 
in Western Europe. In  the event the chasm sep
arating Moscow and Washington, continues to widen 
and the USSR is forced out of the'. United Nations, 
the " In fo rm a tic r. Bureau”  can serv^ as a keystone 
for a counter-organization, a Moscow-dominated sub
stitu te  fo r the United Nations.

R ev iva l o f “ P eo p le ’s F r o n t”
The nationalistic m anifesto of the “ In fo rm a tion  

Bureau" represents a revival .of the “ People’s F ro n t" 
policy advanced by the K rem lin  in  1935-39. Only 
now i t  is directed against Trum an instead of H itler.

The prewar “ People's F ronts”  supported capitalism
minded creatures, who love the most clearly by resisting change 
label of “ statesmen," a type which away from  home. Bevin expressed 
unfortunate ly abounds in the labor th is  resistance in so many words I 
movement of a ll countries. W hile when he declared a t the 1946 M ar- 
speaking in  labor’s name, and no t gate Conference, where his foreign 
infrequently even in  the name of pql'cy was debated: “ I  am not pre- 
ocialism, “ statesmanship” of th is  pared to sacrifice the B rit is h  era- 

type consists in  ACTING  only to p i r c . . . ” Th is is exactly what 
oerpetuatc the existing order o i C hurch ill said in  disclaim ing any 
thino-s. in ten tion  of presiding over the

They resist change; yes, fear i t  as "liqu ida tion  of the B ritish  empire, j 
much as any cap ita lis t po litic ian . 1 Here Laborite words indeed match 
They are incapable of going beyond . the ir deeds. They refuse to “ sacri- 
a few m inor m odifications which I fice”  im peria lism  abroad precisely | House of Representatives which took place between Aue 2- 
scratch only the surface, leaving because they haven’t  the slightest , . on . ,  ,  /ion  coc , , ,, . ?

eh the same as I in ten tion  of asking the B ritish  capi- a,n d  20, a total of 3,420,536 people went to fne polls with

and renounced openly the struggle fo r socialism. 
The revived "People’s F ro n t"  continues th is  same 
reactionary line. The new "In fo rm a tio n  Bureau’s”  
program aims a t an alliance w ith  those cap ita lis t 
circles in  European countries, La tin  America and 
colonial regions who are being squeezed by A m eri- 
can im perialism .

The setting up c f the Belgrade Bureau is lik e 
wise designed to appease mass dissatisfaction in  Rus
sia.. S ta lin  needs a pact w ith  W ashington which 
he could palm o ff at home as a “ v ic to ry ”  fo r his 
diplomacy and as a guarantee of peace and economic 
progress. Spurned by the American im perialists; 
lie is impelled to po in t to the m ounting war danger 
as the cause fo r domestic d ifficu lties  of his regime 
and use i t  to ju s tify  increased police measures and 
privations.

S ta lin is t In flu e n c e  a t S ta ke
In  Europe too, the S ta lin is t influence over the 

working class is seriously threatened from  the le ft. 
The S ta lin ists were throw n to the fo re fron t of the 
f irs t  revolutionary wave tha t came w itl i the cloie of 
the war. They utilized the ir positions of leadership, 
however, not to guide the struggle forw ard to so
cialism, but to derail i t  i l l  collaboration w ith  the 
Anglo-Am erican imperialists.

As the revolutionary wave tem porarily  subsided, 
W all S treet poured billions of dollars in to  Europe in  
an a ttem pt to s tab ili :e European ran ita lism  and to 
bu ild  up its  own counter-revo lu tionary agencies. 
Then T rum an gave the word to oust the S ta lin ists 
from  the ir cabinet posts m  France and Ita ly .

The burning problems facing the European masses 
rem ain unsolved. They s till lack the most elementary 
necessities of life , necessities which they can obtain 
in  shortest order only by in tegra ting  European econ
omy, ousting the parasitic capitalists and operating 
industry  according to an overall plan under a socialist 
United States of Europe.

As the masses are again beginning to move, the 
S ta lin is ts  are faced w ith  th is  dilem m a: i f  they do 
not cater in  some measure to the mass mood, the 
workers w ill find  new leaders w illin g  and able to 
guide the struggle to v ictory. B ut i f  the workers 
swing too fa r to t iie  le ft, they w ill set o ff a revolu
tionary chain reaction th a t w ill blow the S ta lin is ts  
sky high along w ith  the entire cap ita lis t system.

The Stalin ists aer try in g  to solve th is  dilemma by 
paying lip  service to the desire of the masses fo r 
socialism while doing everything they can to keep) 
the m asj pressure w ith in  "safe lim its .”

B a n k ru p tc y  o f K re m lin  P o licy
Stalin 's latest move cn the chessboard of in te r

national politics once again underscores the bank
ruptcy of his policies. In  1943 he dissolved the 
pom in te rn  as "no longer necessary.”  He painted 
American im peria lism  as a "peace-loving”  power. 
The S ta lin is ts  in  the U, S. acted as strikebreaker^ 
and toadies fo r W all Street. A t the close of the wsi^ 
S ta iin  jo ined this "peace-loving”  power in  organizing 
the. United Nations, prom ising th a t th is revival o f 
the old League- of Nations would guarantee enduring 
peace.

Now the United Nations is blowing up in  S ta lin ’s 
face. W ashington’s current policy is to reject colt* 
c ilia to ry  moves toward Moscow and sharpen the cow: 
flic t. Against W a ll Street’s advancing war machine 
and tigh ten ing encirclement, S ta lin  can only f ire  t iie  
squ irt gun of a new propaganda agency.

Meanwhile, conditions in bankrupt and divided 
Europe worsen. The workers are disarmed and dis
oriented by S ta lin is t policies w h ich play in to  the; 
hands of the W all S treet warmongers, a id ing  the$t- 
to mobilize world public opinion against the Soviet 
Union.

F e ars  T ro ts k y is m
The radical-scunding phrases featured in the cur

ren t Moscow propaganda show how much the S ta lin 
ist bureancn.icy iea ls  the growing popu larity  of T ro l-  
sky i.t ideas. Andre M arty , the French C ? leaded 
expressed th is  fear when he declared last spring d u r
ing the Renault auto strike th a t the French C f  
could not perm it itse lf to be “ outflanked on the le ft”  
by the French Trotskyists.

Both S ta lin  and W all S treet know th a t i t  is the 
parties of the F ourth  In te rna tiona l tha t alone repre
sent and fig h t for Lenin's and T ro tsky ’s program of 
the socialist revolution.

CEYLON ELECTIONS SHO W fD  
MASSES M O VIN G  LEFTWARD

B y K . T ila k
BO M B A Y, India, Oct. 3— In the elections to the Ceylon

everything very much
before. I ta lists to "sacrifice” anyth ing im -

There is no other correct expla- po rtant at home, 
nation for the apparent contradic- Where these people are con- 
tion  tha t puzzles so many, to w it, cerned, only labor does the sacrific- 
why a self-styled socialist govern- ing. This is becoming clearer to the 
ment should pursue policies abroad masses, upon whose backs increas- 
indistinguishable from  the policies ing poverty and greater sacrifices 95 seats, 
of T ory-cap ita lis t politicians. are being loaded solely in  order to The Lanka

the following results:
The United National Party 

(U N P ), representing the Cey
lonese bourgeoisie, received 
744,054 votes, winning 42 of the

Attlee, Bevin, M orrison and the preserve the bankrupt and ro tting
rest arc socialists in  name only. In  cap ita lis t system, 
action they behave ju s t like th e ir ; B ut such a situa tion cannot last
capita list predecessors. Those w h o ! forever. The widening abyss b e -H E L P ) earlier this year, got 204,020

Samasamaja Party 
(LGS'P), which sp lit away from  th? 
Trotskyist Ceylon U n it of the B o l
shevik Len in is t Party of Ind ia

B r i t i s h  Fasc is ts  A r e  A c t i v e  Again
LONDON, Sept. 26 — Follow ing j of workers attended the fascist 

protests from  the London Trades meetings in  order to break them 
Council and the call of the recent 1 ’ ’*5'
Trades U nion Congress fo r tiie  
banning of an ti-S em itic and fascist

W hat did the Home Office 
do on those occasions?

Police officers, under instructions, 
protected the fascist meetings and 

propaganda, the Heme O ffice has at , b ru ta lly  arrested a number o f work- 
last decided to move—it- has a r- | ers who dared to voice th e ir pro
tested the leading fascist-, Jeffrey tests or question the speakers. A 
Hamm, for “ using insu lting  words." few yards away the same police

For some m onths the workers in 
■lie East End o f London and 
throughout the country have been 
nd ignan t at the libe rty  and polio? 

protection given the so-called "B r it-  through the East End, shouting 
sh League of ex-Servicemen” fo r  J the ir fascist slogans and giving the

closed workers' meetings, thus add
ing confidence and courage to 
Hamm and the fascist hooligans, 
who went so fa r as to march

the spreading of its fascist f i l th  and ' fascist salute and breaking up a
ooison - workers’ protest meeting.

Small Jewish shops in a number j Since the end o f the war the 
of cities were smashed; meetings of ! fascists have tried to revive the ir 
.vorkers’ organizations were openly organizations, but cn each occasion 
ittre ke d  by groups of fascists led the ir meetings have been smashed 
by Hamm and his fe llow -rats. In  by united fronts of Communist 
the East End of London protest Party supporters and T rotskyists 
meetings were held, w h ile thousands j in itia te d  by the Revolutionary smash fascism a t its  b irth .

Communist P arty (T rotskyists). 
Throughout London and other 
cities an ti-fasc is t meetings have 
been held by the RCP, and a n ti
fascist lite ra tu re  lias been d is tr ib 
uted to warn the workers of the 
real aims of the fascist revival, and 
to activize them for action against 
th is th rea t to the ir organizations.

The refusal of the S ta lin is t and 
Laborite leaders to understand the 
threat- of the fascist revival and to 
organize the workers to smasli i t  
in  its in fancy emboldened Hamm 
and his scum. Even when Jewish 
shops had been smashed and work
ers' meetings attacked, the S ta lin 
ists lim ited  themselves to appeals 
to the police authorities (those who 
had defended the fascists!). Con
tra ry  to this, the RCP called fo r 
the establishment of Workers De
fense Guards and the thorough o r
ganization of the working class to

votes, w inning 10 of the 28 seats it  
contested.

The BLP got 113.193 votes, anc' 
won 5 of 10 seats i t  contested.

The Communist Party got 70,361 
votes and elected 3 of 13 candi
dates.

The other votes were divided a? 
follows: Independents—497,011 and 
20* elected; Independents (Social
is t)—42,310 and one elected; Tam il 
Congress—82,499 and 7 elacted: 
Ceylon Ind ian Congress—72.230 and 
6 elected; Labor P arty—38,932 and 
one elected.
S IG N IF IC A N T  FEATURE

The most s ign ificant feature of 
the election results was the cap ita l
is t UNP’s fa ilu re  to get a m ajority  
in  its own n.m e. Even w ith  the six 
members nominated by the Gov
ernor, the UNP did not have such a 
m a jo rity  in  the lower House. 
Through the offe r of portfolios, i t  
has since secured the allegiance of 
three other members (two inde
pendent.) and the sole Labor Party 
member elected) and therefore has 
a bare and unstable m a jo rity  fo r 
the present.

The defeats of the UNP were 
due p rinc ipa lly  to the forces of the 
LSSP, BLP and some independents, 
and in  a lesser measure to  the 
T am il Congress which swept the 
polls in  the north .

The LSSP’s 28 candidates in -

hree is in fac t closer to the BLP. 
The LSSP contested two Colombo 
eats and lost, both, although in  one 
Is candidate came in a close sec- 
)nd. Its  seats were won m ain ly  
i l  the K e lan i Valley area, which 
preads east from  Colombo.

One o f the five BLP seats won is 
.or a constituency situated partly 
w ith in  Colombo m unicipal lim its. 
Host of the five were won in  small 
.owns on the coastline stretching 
;outh of Colombo.

The BLP contested three seats 
in the p lan ta tion areas where the 
oters <are predom inantly Ind ian, 

m d  lost a ll three, although i t  got 
i  good vote in  one of these. The 
planta tion workers voted m ain ly  
for the Ceylon Ind ian  Congress 
(party of the Ind ian  capitalists 
in Ceylon) because they identified 
i t  w ith  the struggle fo r the righ ts 
of Indians in Ceylon anJ associated 
it w ith  the Ind ian  N ational Con
gress in  Ind ia.

One of the three CP seats is for 
Colombo Central, two are fo r the ex
treme south. A fte r the elections 
two independent MP's, representing 
ru ra l constituencies in the south, 
jo ined the CP, giving i t  a fraction  
of five  in  the House.
STALIN ISTS EXPOSED

The S ta lin is ts  were roundly ex
posed by the BLP and LSSP fo r 
the ir compromising a ttitude  to tiie  
UNP. In  line w ith  the ir “ National 
F ro n t" policy, the CP convention 
had pledged support to the UNP 
candidates in  areas where the CP 
was not running. The widespread 
mass opposition to the UNP made

eluded not only members bu t also i t  impossible' fo r the CP to carry 
sympathizers; of the 10 seats won out this policy openly (except in 
by the LSSP, only 7 are members one constituency), 
of ’the party. One of the other • B u t the CP did its  be jt to help

the UNP by running candidates in  
.he areas where the LSSP and BLP  
were already fig h tin g  the UNP, 
even though the CF candidates had 
no chance whatever and the only 
result would be the sp littin g  of the 
le ftis t vote. Th is happened in  as 
many as nine constituencies, and i t  
had a sp litting  effect in  a t least 
seven.
AGREEM ENT SOUGHT

The BLP attempted to secure an 
election agreement w ith  the LSSP, 
but th is  was rejected, the LSSP not 
even replying to the BLP le tter: 
Fortunately, however, th is  did not 
lead to BLP and LSSP candidates 
fig h tin g  against each other, since 
both parties adhered to the lis t of 
candidates which had been drawn 
up ar.d made public before the split.

The absence of an electoral agree
ment did not cost the BLP any 
seats. B u t i t  led to the LSSP los
ing at leiast two seats by narrow 
margins, and possibly more.

Viewed generally, the elections 
revealed a broad le ft trend among 
wide sections of the masses (work
ers, petty bourgeoisie and peasants) 
in  the th ick ly  populated and econ
om ically and cu ltu ra lly  more de-. 
veloped d istricts of southwest Cey-j 
lcn. The UNP, on the other hand) 
won its victories princ ipa lly  in  the  
more backward ru ra l areas fa r -re* 
moved from  towns.

The le ft is t trend among, t f i i  
masses is as yet vague and in  I t !  
in it ia l stages. Outside o f Colombo,? 
fo r example, the elections showed 
the masses do not generally dis-; 
tinguish even between T rotskyists 
and S talin ists. I t  is customary fo r  
tiie  masses to refer to a ll le ftis ts  
(includ ing le ft independents) as 
"Sam asaniajists.”
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" . . .  the trade unions in the present epoch cannot simply be the organs of 
Democracy as they were in the epoch of free capitalism and they cannot any longer 
remain politically neutral, that is, limit themselves to serving the daily needs of the 
working class. They cannot any longer be anarchistic, i.e. ignore the decisive in
fluence of the state on the life of peoples and classes. They can no longer be 
reformist, because the objective conditions leave no room for serious and lasting 
reforms. The trade unions of our time can either serve as secondary instruments of 
imperialist capitalism for the subordination and disciplining ot workers and for 
obstructing the revolution, or, on the contrary, the trade unions can become the 
instrument of the revolutionary movement of the proletariat."

—Leon T ro ts k y , 1 9 4 0

Lewis and the Taft Act Fight
Press accounts of John L. Lewis’s stirring ap- sue of 1934. His denunciation of the A F L  con-

peal to the A F L  convention not to submit to the servatives rang -no less clearly. But— he lacked
Taft-Hartley Act said the scene was “reminis- an effective program. His words inspired action
cent” of the historic battle over industrial union- ------ but he had no effective action to propose.
ism led by Lewis in the same San Francisco au- He revealed a grave and fundamental weak- 
ditorium in 1934. ness. He urged an uncompromising fight against

There were indeed similarities between the the Taft-Hartley Act, but didn't say H O W  to 
two events. Both battles arose out of crucial fight.
junctures in the life of the American labor move- The H O W  of this fight, as everyone admits,
ment. On each occasion Lewis stood forth as above all else involves political action— political
the most courageous and aggressive spokesman action of a diametrically opposite kind from that
for the progressive cause among the top A F L  advocated by the top union leaders, including
leaders. Lewis himself.

Today, as in 1934, the American workers will The key to successful combat against the Taft- 
applaud the fighting stand of Lewis. They will Hartley Act— the key which Lewis rejects— is a
take heart from his militant words and seek to new kind of political action by American labor,
translate them into action. I t  is political action, not to replace one Democrat

But there is one great difference between the or Republican with another Democrat or Repub-
struggle waged by Lewis in 1934 and that of lican, but to drive out all capitalist politicians
1947. Thirteen years ago Lewis did not merely and put labor’s own representatives in power in
state the issue sharply and clearly of the need Washington.
to organize the unorganized millions. He had American labor will turn from defense to of-
the program to do the job— industrial unionism. fense, from retreat to an irresistible advance.

Last week Lewis posed the issue of the Slave when it wields the mighty weapon of its own
Labor Law no less sharply than he did the is- party— a labor party.

Stalinist Strikebreaking under the Belgrade Bureau
A strike of the subway and bus workers in Science Monitor. The strikebreaking Stalinist

Paris, France, may not seem as vital as union union officials decided it was time for a hand-
problems here at home. Still this strike, which spring. They came out in favor of the strike!
has almost completely shut down that city’s As the Monitor’s Paris correspondent report- 
transportation system should interest every mili- ed, “This was the same position they ran into
tant worker who is troubled with Stalinists in at the Renault nationalized auto plant some
his local. months ago. In that case, too, a wildcat strike

The initial stoppage began Oct. 11 when the of which the Communists disapproved had to be
members of a small independent union decided supported by them; later.
there was no other way to get a favorable re- What evidence could be more convincing that
Sponse to their demand for a wage raise. new Information Bureau” set up by the

The Stalinist newspaper L ’Humanite pounced Kremlin does not mean a turn by the Stalinists
on the strike with a savage denunciation. For towa"d revolutionary struggle? The Stalinists
two days the Stadinist heads of the powerful s'v,tched from strikebreaking to approval of the
CGT (General Confederation of Labor) “fought subway f rlke only because they feared the
the walk-out and attempted to break it,” accord- development of a more militant leadership if they 
ing to the Oct. 15 N. Y. Herald Tribune. continued to buck the subway workers.

The strikebreaking activity of the Stalinists in 
Trains ran by fits and starts with Stalinists in Paris confirms the Socialist Workers Party’s an-

the “role of strikebreakers,” said an Oct. 13 UP aiysis of the “information Bureau.” The Stalin-
dispatch. Then the rank and file of the CGT be- ist bureaucrats don’t want to advance the pro-
gan to come out in sympathy. gram of revolutionary socialism.' They are not

The Stalinists “soon found themselves forced interested in safe-guarding the interests of the
into the last position they wanted to take at this workers. They are interested only in carrying
particular time,” explained the Oct. 14 Christian out the orders of the Kremlin.

We Are Against Partition of Palestine
The Militant is dead set against the U.S. State Middle East. Under such circumstances, neither

Department position on the future of Palestine the Arab nor Jewish “state” will have any real
as expressed last week before the U N  General independence; the imperialists will have the real
Assembly’s Special Committee on Palestine, and power in the carved up country, 
we think all American workers ought to be too. Furthermore, partition, far from easing or

Washington favors the partition of that tiny eliminating the British-provoked tension be-
ccuntry into an Arab state, plus a Jewish state tween Arabs and Jews, will only aggravate it,
plus an internationalized, UN-controlled state of just as partition did with the Hindus and Mos-
Jerusalem and surrounding territory. lems in India. And that in turn will serve as the

To help ram this program down the throats of pretext for continued occupation of Palestine by
the Palestinian people, the Truman administra- the imperialists.
tion offers U.S. resources, including American Finally, we favor the defeat of this program
troops as part of “a special constabulary or po- because it is anti-democratic to the core. Every-
lice force recruited on a volunteer basis by the body in the U N  seems to have the right to ad-
United Nations.” Meanwhile, Washington in- vance a program for Palestine— except the peo-
sists, the British imperialists must remain in pie who live in that troubled country. They, it
Palestine. seems, are to have no voice in their own fate.

W e are against this partition program, whose The solution to the Palestine problem depends 
main features have since been endorsed by the on the collaboration of the Jewish and Arab
Soviet Union delegates, because it runs directly masses, and on their freedom to jointly work out
counter to the interests of the Jewish and Arab their own problems. Independence for Palestine
masses of Palestine. I t  enables the imperialists is the first step. And that means: Get the im-
— British or U.S., or both— to keep troops in the perialists out of Palestine, A L L  the imperialists 
country to guard their interests in the oil-rich and keep them out!

Begining N e x t  W e e k -  

Story of Mother Jones
Beginning next week The M il i

ta n t w ill publish a serialization of 
The Autobiography of M other 
Jones. Permission fo r th is  lias 
been k ind ly  granted by the pub
lishers, Charles H. K e rr &  Co., 
Chicago.

M other Jones lived to be 100 years 
old. The great m a jo rity  of her life  
was devoted to the fig h t o f the 
working class. From 1873. when 
she partic ipated in  the strike of 
the Baltim ore and Ohio railway 
workers, u n til her death in  1930, 
no im portan t strike occurred w ith 
out M other Jones giving her all. 
Her absolute fearlessness and u n 
selfish devotion to the rank and 
file  won her a place in the hearts of 
the American workers.

Bern M ary Harris in  1830 nf u 
working class fam ily  in Cork, I re 
land, she came to America a t the 
age of six. When she was a young 
woman she m arried an iron worker, 
a good union man An epidemic 
carried o ff her husband and four 
children. T h is  tragedy was fo l
lowed by the Great Chicago fire 
which destroyed a ll her possessions.

I t  was in  this period that she 
came in to  contact w ith  the K n igh ts  
o f Labor. From then on she de
voted her li fe  to a crusade fo r la 
bor’s rights.

S trike struggles saw her in  the 
fro n t rank, sometimes invited by 
the union leaders, s o m e t i m e  s 
against the ir wishes. Her presence 
saved many strikes from  defeat.

Since some of the greatest strike 
struggles were in  the coal fields, 
she came to be iden tified  p rim arily  
w ith  the miners. W ithou t thought 
of her own safety, she entered j 
company towns in  West V irg in ia  
and Colorado and carried on the 
union f ig h t in place of organizers 
who had been killed.

Her most spectacular organizing 
technique was w ith  the m iners’ 
wives. She formed them in to  mop

and broom brigades nnd proceeded
When she was not occupied w ith  

the struggles of "her boys,”  the 
miners, she fought the battles of 
other sections of the working class, 
the garment workers in New York, 
street car workers, textile  workers 
in the South.

Her love went especially to the 
child workers in the textile m ills. 
By organizing and leading a march 
o f these undernourished, physically 
warped children to President Theo
dore RooseVelt’s luxurious summer 
home on Long Island, she did much 

■ to expose the barbarous face of 
child labor. The great “ trus t- 
buster”  would not meet her dele
gation but she had struck a blow 
a t ch ild  labor.

A t the age of St, (his dangerous 
woman was convicted by a court 
M a rtia l of “ conspiracy to m urder”  
in a b itte r coal strike in West V ir 
g in ''!. Public protest forced her re 
lease.

The next year she was in the 
Colorado mine fields where Rocke
feller's industria l peons had gone on 
strike. Three times th is lit t le  old 
woman in a black bonnet was a r

rested by the m ilit ia . Imprisoned 
and then deported from  the T r in i-  
dad-Ludlow area of the slate, she 
sneaked back w ith  the he])) of ra i l
road workers who well remembered 
M other Jones.

As lat(^ as 1923, at the age o f 93, 
she was s t ill on the f ir in g  line, in 
m iners’ strikes in  West V irg in ia . 
Two years la te r she wrote her auto
biography.

May Day 1930 was her lOOlli 
b irthday and from  throughout the 
nation she received letters from  
her old friends and follow fighters. 
She made a fig h tin g  speech fo r the 
newsreel cameras. Six months la ter 
she died.

Because of her unswerving devo
tion to the rank and file  unionists, 
M other Jones often came in to  con
f l ic t  w ith  the union offic ia ls. She 
reacted vio len tly and w ithou t m inc
ing words to the form ation of a 
privileged bureaucracy in  the la 
bor movement. Th is won her pow
erfu l enemies among those labor 
leaders who saw the movement 
not as a class struggle fo r a better 
world but. as “ business unionism .”

For M other Jones was a socialist 
by instinct. From every p la tform  
she called fo r the destruction of the 
capitalist system. W hen the IWVV 
was under the ban by the AFL lead
ership she did not hesitate to de
fend IW W  leaders from  frameups 
nnd to support IWVV' strikes. She 
was one of the orig ina l founder.-) of 
the famous socialist paper, the A p
peal To Reason.

M other Jones did not have a clear 
understanding of socialist program 
and theory. She knew about the 
evils of capitalism  and she fought 
m ilita n tly  for a better society.

This great woman was a na tu ra l 
leader and a na tura l rebel. She 
captured the im agination and the 
love of tl>e American workers of 
th is  country as no other woman 
ever has.

JA D IE  G R E E N W A Y  by I. S. 
Young, Crown Publishers, 
1947, 250 pp., $2.75.

Jadie Greenway is the f irs t  novel 
of a New York school teacher who, 
by his own admission, was deter
mined above all to get him self pub
lished. The book’s tit le  is taken 
from  the heroine, a beautifu l 16- 
year-old Negro g irl.

The setting for the novel is the 
poverty-stricken Bedford section of 
Brooklyn. There Jadie lives, as do 
thousands of other Negro fam ilies, 
crowded together w ith  a brother, 
sister and mother in a dilapidated 
tenement apartment.

Mrs. Greenway, portrayed as a 
ra the r unsavory character by the 
unsympathetic author, works as a 
prostitu te using the small apart
ment as her place of business. The 
nature of her occupation, plus an 
indifference th a t borders on ou t
r ig h t hatred fo r her childern, cause 
her to neglect them. Jadie the 
oldest develops a m atu rity  surpris
ing in  a g ir l of her years, and a 
strength of character rare ly i f  ever 
seen outside the pages of fic tion .

Sensing th a t she is not “ one of 
the herd,”  Jadie holds herself aloof 
from  the other g irls at school,

which leads to many conflic ts w ith  
them. Unable to f ind  companion
ship w ith  the g irls of her acquaint
ance, Jadie seeks i t  elsewhere. A 
Negro sailor on leave furnishes the 
firs t romance. Th is is followed a 
short tim e la ter by two weeks in 
Bellevue Hospital recovering from 
syphilis.

On her re tu rn  to school. Jadie 
fa ils  in ' love w ith  a young Negro 
teacher, M r. Chelton, makes ad
vances to h im  and is spurned. This 
is quite a blow to Jadie and she 
tries to get revenge by reporting to 
the princ ipa l th a t M r. Chelton has 
raped her. The reader is . held in 
“ breathless suspense,”  fearing tha t 
th is personable young man who, we 
are inform ed, has climbed from  the 
depths—from  bellhop to the p in 
nacle of success—through the most 
•=vt'-aordi ” arv self-denial and w il l
power, w il be hurled to his “ ru in ."

oauie's laisehocu is f in a lly  ex
posed; the nice young M r. Chelton 
is saved from  disgrace. Unable to 
bear her hum ilia tion , Jadie decides 
to qu it school and m arry the sailor 
who has returned to town a fte r 
having been cured of syphilis. Since 
she needs monev while aw aiting her 
marriage. Jadie accepts a standing 
o ffe r made bv her m other’s board
er. The five  dollars provides her

w ith  spending money fo r a few 
days of roam ing the streets.’

Then comes a momentous con
versation w ith  the boarder. He 
tells her that, life  is p re tty  tough 
w ithou t a high school diploma: 
Jadie decides to a lte r her course. 
She calls o ff the m arriage w ith  the 
sailor and re turns to school deter
mined to graduate. There the book 
ends. B u t the reader is led to be
lieve that. Jadie—having tasted the 
fru its  of sin and found them b itte r 
—w ill follow the steep and stony 
path, charted by M r. Horatio  A l
ger Chelton.

Two things m igh t be said in fa in t 
praise of M r. Young’s f irs t pub
lished lite ra ry  e ffo rt. Jadie is an 
in teresting if  unreal figure. In  
the hands of an a rtis t she m ight 
have been molded in to  a powerful, 
liv ing  character. Secondly, some 
readers w ill perhaps fo r the f irs t 
tim e get a glimpse of the shameful 
conditions in  w h i c h Brooklyn 
Negroes are forced to live. U n fo r
tunately the reader w ill see th is 
t in y  section of Bedford through the 
eyes, not of a class conscious artist, 
nor of an ind ignan t opponent of 
J im  Crow, but of a school teacher 
w ith  the shrivelled soul o f a social 
worker.

—Charles Cars ten

Railroad Labor Paper 
Peddles Prize Absurdity

---------------- B y  Joseph H a n s e n ------------------
The lead ed itoria l in  the Oct. 11 Labor, weekly news

paper of 15 ra ilroad unions, “ explains”  why i t  opposes 
the form ation  of a Labor Party. T h is  “ exp lanation”  de
serves to be included in  the textbooks on logic as a 
perfect example of absurdity.

Labor runs the tattered ro ll through the player piano 
about its  policy of standing by its  “ friends, in  prim ary 
and general elections”  and opposing its “ enemies w ith  
equal de term ination .”  In  understandable English th is 
is the policy of switching from  Democrats to Republi
cans and from  Republicans to Democrats.

The editors claim tha t as a resu lt “ during the last 
quarter of a cen tury ’ the ra ilroad organisations "have 
won vic tory a fte r victory in the po litica l fie ld  . . . ”

Our impression was tha t the results of th is  policy 
look p re tty  grim . A t one tim e the ra ilroad workers, 
a fte r years of b itte r, head-on struggle w ith  Democratic 
and Republican adm in istra tions, enjoyed conditions and 
wages th a t placed them in the fro n t ranks of the labor 
movement; while the policies followed during the last 
quarter o f a century have brought the ra ilroad workers 
down to the bottom rungs in conditions and wages.

I t  is precisely because they have fallen to th is  low 
state tha t the ra ilroad workers are now among those 
sections of the labor movement especially in need of in 
dependent po litica l action.

The editors of Labor are forced to concede th a t “ there 
have been defeats;”  bu t "O u r losses in  the past have 
been largely due to the fac t th a t many workers were 
asleep a t the sw itch—they d idn ’t register and they 
d id n 't vote.”

Thats the habitual song and dance o f hidebound 
labor bureaucrats. They’re never at fau lt, to listen to 
them. I t 's  always the rank and file.

B u t ju s t whom were the workers to vote fo r I f  
they registered? They were lim ited  to a. eiioice between 
Republicans and Democrats and th a t’s about the same 
as having to choose between a rope and the electric 
chair.

How the Democratic and Republican so - called 
"fr ie n d s ”  of labor serve the trade unions was graphically 
shown in the 80th Congress. A m a jo rity  of both parties 
combined to pass the T a ft-H a rtle y  Slave Labor Law 
by a thum ping band-wagon vote. Is it  possible to f in d  
more convincing proof th a t ne ithe r Republicans nor 
Democrats are “ friends”  of labor?

Then comes the pay-o ff in  th is  b r illia n t "explana
tion. ”  Labor says th a t i f  “ labor helped organize a th ird  
party, i t  could not help its  friends in  e ither the Demo
cratic or t lie  Republican party. T h e ir defeat would..be 
inevitable."

B ut th a t ’s precisely why labor needs its  own party— 
to make the defeat of these "fr ie nds ”  who passed the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  Law inevitable.

On its  masthead Labor carries a slogan to which we 
subscribe w ith  both hands:

"A L L  Power Is Inheren t IN  the People.
Therefore A LL  Power TO the People.''

T h a t slogan should be put in to  practice. To do th a t 
an independent Labor Party is needed.

Gallup Poll Reveals War 
Disillusionment Growing

The latest G allup poll reveals a s ign ifican t increase 
in  the number of people who th in k  it  was a mistake to 

* plunge America in to  W orld W ar I I .
In  A p ril 1946 15% of the “ representative voters 

throughout the country,”  according to George Gallup, 
thought en try  in to  the war was a m istake; while 77% 
thought it  was not a mistake and 8% had no opinion.

By October 1947 sentim ent had shifted as follows: 
24% thought i t  a m istake; 66% s till believed i t  was not 
a m istake; and 10% had no opinion.

G allup declared tha t the South was the most bel
ligerent section of the country before the war and s till 
shows least regret over W orld W ar I I .  Since the poll 
was confined to “ voters" however, th is  is misleading. 
I t  reflects the warmongering sentiments of the ru ling  
bourbons and leaves out the sentiments of the great 
m a jo rity  of disfranchised poor whites and Negroes.

Nevertheless the poll does re flec t the growing dis
illusionm ent lrom  coast to coast over the ly ing  propa
ganda about W ork' W ar I I  m aking the world safe fo r 
democracy.

G allup reports tha t "Those who cla im  i t  was a m is
take feel America got no th ing out of the war and is 
no better off, th a t we should stay out of other coun
tries ' affairs, and th a t war is too expensive fo r our econ
omy.”

“Voice of Local 2 1 2 ” 
Rips New Labor Board

Tire reasons why labor should fig h t and n o t comply 
w ith  the provisions of the T a ft-H a rtle y  Law and its  
NLRB are fo rc ib ly  stated by Tony Czerwinski, president 
of UAW  Briggs Local 212, in  the Oct. 10 issue o f 
Voice of Local 212.

“ We reject the Eoaid because i t  is a management 
board designed to be used against labor, no t to help 
labor,”  Czerwinski declares.

"W hy are the bosses and the boss press so anxious to 
have labor use the board? S im ply because th a t would 
disarm labor and give the employers an opportunity to 
tu rn  the power of the bound against unions."

The personnel of ii is  new ocard is loaded against 
the unions. “ The W ar Labor Board, w ith  equal repre
sentation of labor and management gave labor a raw 
deal,”  the artic le  recalls. "T h is  board doesn't even 
have a pretense of im p a rtia lity ." Four out. of five o f Its 
members are “ de fin ite ly  an ti-la bo r."

Czerwinski illustra tes: "W ho is tire a lm igh ty General 
Counsel of the board? He is Robert Denham, who 
boasted to colum nist Ed Lahey: ' I ’m  a W all Street 
Lawyer.’ His record as tr ia l examiner showed it. 
Negro workers have a special reason to fear th is  man. 
W hat break would they get from  a man who refused to 
use a Negro Secretary assigned him  by the Government, 
and instead paid a white g irl out of his own pocket for 
18 months; who wrote in  one report as tr ia l examiner 
th a t Negro worker;, ’don't, te ll the tru th  and the ir te s ti
mony can’t  be accepted’?”

“ Since he was given his big job,”  continues Czerwin
ski, "Denham has in one week, <l> asked fo r an in 
junction  against the carpenters union in Chattanooga; 
(2) issued a com plaint against the Typographical Union 
for alleged refusal to bargain w ith  the employer, and 
(3 i publicly declared tha t he would use the in junc tion  
powers against unions only and not against employers.”

W hat are the unions to do in  th is  situation? Czer- 
w inksi indicates th a t the answer lies in  independent 
struggle ana organization:

“ Before there ever was a Wagner Act or a NLRB, 
unions organized and won contracts. We organized at 
Briggs w ithou t the help of any Board! The same 
methods can s t ill be used.”

The next step o f the sponsors o f the T a ft-H a rtle y  
Act, Czerwinski warns, “ is to force the unions, by pres
sure, propaganda, and any other tricks they know to  
bring the unions in to  line . . . Some union leaders have 
played in to  th is p lo t—knowingly or unknow ing ly ." B u t 
labor must resist the new NLRB, whose mission is “ to 
‘get’ labor, a ll labor."

Democrats and Republicans Beaten in Norwalk
Upon taking office as the new mayor of Nor- capitalist parties. He became known as a “mu-

walk, Conn., (45,000), Irving C. Freese an- nicipal watchdog,” as a man who “knew more
nounced that “This is not a victory for the So- about city, .finances than the city treasurer.” 
cialist Party” although he ran as “Socialist.” In 1939 he ran for mayor for the first time,

W e can agree with him on that point. He getting only 668 votes. In 1941 his vote dropped
boasts that he has never read any of Karl Marx’s 317, in 1943 to 237 and in 1945 he polled only
writings and belongs neither to the Socialist 310 votes.
Party nor any other nation-wide party. His His 1947 victory provides an instructive lesson 
“party” is a local group with less than 100 mem- I ° r t^e entire labor movement. What it dom- 
bers. Main planks in his platform were a demand onstrates is the readiness of the voters to back
for higher taxes on the corporations and a call an independent slate of candidates that gives
to oust the Democrats and Republicans. them a clear opportunity to register their resent-

Yet Freese won a landslide vote, polling 8.561 meTnt aSainst botb old parties,
ballots against 4,737 for the Republicans and I t  »s a straw m the political wind showmg how
3,746 for the Democrats, a clear majority over slc,k and ,tlred P^ple are of W all Street s polit.-

. . i , r cal machines. The old shell game of switchingthe combined totals cast for the old machines. ^  r ^  •Republicans for Democrats and vice versa no
The “Socialist” slate swept 11. out of 12 of its longer fools the public, 

candidates into the City Council and bagged the Freese’s victory is a test-tube demonstration
offices of City Treasurer, Sheriff, Tree Warden Qf tjle welcome the voters are prepared to give
and two members of the Board of Education. an independent political slate. Let the trade

Freese began his political career by organiz- unions study this instructive case and draw the 
ing a group of 7 people in 1932. Thgn over the correct conclusion: You can win if you give the
years he faithfully appeared at meetings of va- public a chance to vote for an independent Labor
rious city bodies, unsparingly criticizing the Party.
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Workers ’ Forum
L a b o r  P a r ty  A c tio n  
N eeded F o r  H o u s in g
E dito r:

W hat is the housing situa tion 
jo in in g  to? I  have been listening 
ib  the windbag politic ians advocat
in g  a ll sorts of theories w ithou t do
ing anything tangible about it, be
sides lin in g  the ir pockets w ith  the 
taxpayers’ blood-eanied money in  
the fo rm  of wages.

I  know personally people in  some 
cases w ith  in fan ts  in  the fam ily , 
and also of my own case, th a t are 
facing dispossess, and some arc pay
ing  much above the ren t ceiling 
freeze. They are threatened w ith  
a sky fo r a ceiling i f  they report it. 
Considering th is  threat, they have 
to remain quiet.

The p lu tocra tic  representation 
th a t was elected in to  office does not 
represent the people or the elector
ate, but represents the ren t lobby
ists and the other pressure applied i 
behind the throne. So my advice to [ 
a ll is to consider the above when j 
you go to the polls and vote fo r a 
m an or men who represent labor.

So remember th is : A Labor Slate 
in  ’48 and in  the tim e between now 
and '48 organize your groups and 
agitate fo r labor representation, and 
vote fo r a ll the men who w ill repre
sent the forgotten fam ilies of U.S.A.

By pu tting  in labor candidates in 
various parts of the country we can 
s ta rt a nucleus and the beginning 
of a genuine labor party  movement 
in  the United States.

Joe
Youngstown, O.

The Workers' Forum , columns 
are open to the opinions of the 
readers o/ “ The M i l i tan t . ' ’ Le t
ters are welcome on any subject, 
of interest to the workers. Keep 
them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if  
you want your ndme printed.

while Playo Del Ray ch ildren were 
scattered wherever they could gel 
in. A school had been promised 
th is year and a sta ff of teachers 
h ired—yet there was no school 
bu ild ing!

I t ’s amazing how c ity  offic ia ls 
can pass the buck. B ut a fte r fo l
lowing through from  one o ffic ia l 
to the next we f in a lly  achieved our 
goal. On Sept. 29 fina l negotia
tions for a Loyola elementary 
school site were completed. Thanks 
to the people working hand in  hand 
we won a badly-needed victory in 
our fast-grow ing community.

June Johnson 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Los A ngeles  M o th e rs  
W in  School V ic to ry
E d ito r :

On Sept. 8 some 250 determined 
Wtemen, headed by Councilman 
Harold Harby, Rev. F ra n k lin  Swan
son, A rtie  Je ff and M. Beer, ap
peared a t the Board of Education 
I t j j id  M ayor F letcher Bowron’s 
Chambers, demanding immediate 
action on plans fo r adequate 
schooling in  Loyola village.

Loyola and Kentwood children 
have had only ha lf-day sessions

S o rry  She C an ’ t  
H e lp  O n  the  F u n d
E ditor:

Just a line to let you know tha t 
we changed our address. I  would 
like to contribute to the M ilita n t 
Fund but I  have my hands so fu ll 
I  don’t know which way to turn. 
A t my new address I  m ust fu rn ish  
my own heat; th a t means I  must 
buy a heater and fuel oil, f in d  my 
own cooking fuel and get covering 
fo r the floor. W ith  the in fla ted  
prices on everyth ing you can see 
w hat I 'm  up against. M y husband, 
a steel worker, got a raise in pay 
this year, but i t  doesn't mean a 
th ing.

I  liked the artic le “ W hich Road ! 
for Labor—Dayton or A llentown?" 
D id you know tha t M r. L ichtenw al- ■ 
ter, f lic  Republican who was elected 
to Congress from  th is  d is tric t, was 
responsible fo r pu tting  up taxes 
on cigarettes, sodas, amusements, 
etc? And tha t's  the type of man 
they have pu t in to  such an im p o rt
an t office.

Mrs. P. S.
A llentown, Pa.

B i l l  o f  R ig h ts  D oesn ’t  
A p p ly  in  30 S tates
Editor:

The Sept. 8 M ilita n t states tha t 
•‘For 156 years the American people 
have regarded the U. S. Constitu
tion ’s f irs t ten amendments, com
monly called the B ill of Rights, as 
an inviolable legal guarantee of 
the ir democratic rights and liber
ties."

In  the case of the f irs t amend
ment, the American worker is cor
rect in  believing th a t both the fed
eral and state government grant 
freedom o f speech and relig ion. Th is 
was brought about by the 14th 
amendment to the Constitution.

B u t the workers are m isinform ed 
i f  they believe tha t the other 
amendments <2 through 8) apply in 
a ll states; because Chief Justice 
M arshall, a supporter of Big Busi
ness and a reactionary, stated in 
tile  case of Barron vs. Baltim ore in 
1837 th a t the 5th amendment ap
plied only between the federal gov
ernm ent and the people and not be 
tween the state governments and 
the people. Thus, th is  one decision 
affected a ll of the orig ina l amend 
ments.

One's f irs t  reaction on hearing 
about an old Supreme Court deci
sion is tha t th is is ra the r old s tu ff 
However, you can trace the Supreme 
C ourt’s feeling on the 6th amend
ment to understand tha t the rule 
of Barron vs. Baltim ore is not dead 
at all.

In  the cases o f W alker vs. Sou 
benet 1876. M axwell vs. Doud 1910. 
and Betts vs. B rady in  1942, the 
court in  each instance referred to 
the case o f Barron vs. Baltim ore.

However, 18 out of 48 states have 
c iv il righ ts  acts which grant a per
son the same protection as the U. S. 
Government. B u t the unlucky in - 
nabitants o f the other 30 states 
m igh t as well forget about the b ill 
of rights w ith  the exception of the 
firs t amendment because there they 
do not apply.

E. C.
Madison, W ij.

Steady Pace Kept By Branches 
in Collections of M ilitant Fund

N O T IC E
The Philadelphia Chapter of 

ACEW R is in need of a sewing 
machine— to mend old clothes 
and make new garments. Call 
EV. 6-8755 and ask for Soldy 
Geldman.

N E W A R K
Militant Labor Forum

O ct.  21. 8:30 />. m. 

Larry Carter
tin

NEGROES AND THE 
LABOR PARTY

12.3 S p r in g f i e l d  ' I re .  
. i l lm is s io n  tree

"Herald Tribune" Gives Readers 
The Low Down on "The M ilita n t"

HARLEM
Election Jamboree
To wind up the Senatorial 

Campaign for Robert Williams, 
SWP candidate tor 

State Senator 
in the 23rd District.

Sat.. N o r .  Is/. I :.3() />. in.

Harlem Headquarters, SWP 
103 W . I 10th St.

The ultra-conservative N. Y. Herald Tribune has begun a series ol 
reviews to "pos t’’ its  readers on "trends w ith in  the po litica l L e ft."  The 
f irs t review Oct. 12 discusses the position or the New Republic, Call, 
I ’M. Nation, D a ily  Worker, New Masses and The M ilita n t on current 
issues. About o n e -fifth  of the lengthy artic le  is devoted to The M ilita n t 
alone.

“ The liveliest reading.”  says the author, Rodney G ilbert, " is  always 
to be found in  The M ilita n t . . . which from  its sm all tr ian gu la r redoubt 
launches equally heavy rocket bombs at W a ll Street, the K re m lin  and 
the namby-pamby Socialists.''

Gilbert, describes the latest issue of The M ilita n t before h im : " Its  
biggest headline says: 'Price Gougers Fear New Wage D rive.’ I t  ad
vocates drives fo r a s lid ing wage scale, saying: ‘Such cost-o f-liv ing  
bonuses would be paid on a regular and adjustable basis, autom atically 
ris ing in direct proportion to any increase in the cost c l liv ing  . . "

"The CIO, The M ilita n t feels," continues G ilbert, " is  nowhere near 
up to its job because it hesitates to challenge the W a ll S treet wolves 
by advocating 'expropriation, government seizure and nationa liza tion  o f 
the basic industries and the ir operation under workers’ contro l.’ ”

G ilbe rt quotes fu rth e r from  M ilita n t articles on the price squeeze 
and then turns to the positions of the various po litica l tendencies on 
the struggle between American im peria lism  and the Soviet Union. The 
M ilita n t, he tells the Herald Tribune readers, offers "something com
pletely new, d iffe rent and en terta in ing ," viewing "th e  UN as a ‘ thieves’ 
debating society,’ in  which the K rem lin  bandits are try ing  to h i-jack  
the W all S treet bandits. S ta lin  could be bought o ff, say these cynics, 
as H itle r bought him , w ith  a non-aggression pact and a heavy subsidy 
for the reconditioning of the USSR. T h a t’s a ll tha t Vishinsky is shout
ing fo r."

“ Fervently as The M ilita n t hates S ta lin , i t  is not fo r -war w ith  the 
land th a t T ro tsky ’s footsteps sanctified. Its  front-page cartoon shows 
M r. Trum an atop a mountainous stockpile of war m aterials, shouting 
'Waste less!’ E d ito ria lly  i t  laments the billions going in to  ’ the arm a
ments ra t hole’ w'hich should be going in to  housing. . . . ’

C om e an d  m eet o th e r *M ilita n t’ R ead ers  a t these L o ca l A c tiv itie s  of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
A K R O N —2nd floor, 8 S. Howard 

St. Open Mon. through Friday, 
3 to 5 pan.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m.

BOSTON—30 S tua rt St. Open Sat
urdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays 
7:30. to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO  — M il ita n t  Forum, 629 
M ain  St., 2nd floor. Phone M A d i- 
son 3960. Open every afternoon 
except Sunday.

CHICAGO —777 W. Adams (corner 
Halsled). Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
da ily , except Sunday. Phone 
Dearborn 4767. L ib ra ry, book
store.

CLEVELAND — M ilita n t F o r u m  
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at Peck's 
H a ll, 1446 E. 82nd St., (off Wade 
Park AVe.L

D E TR O IT  — 6108 Linwood Ave„ 
phone TY . 7-6267. Open Monday 
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m. 
Current events forum  and open 
house, Saturday from  8 p.m.

F L IN T —215 E. N in th  St., F lin t 3. 
M ich. Open Monday through 
Friday, 5 to 9 p.m.

LOS ANGELES—M ilita n t publish
in g  Assn., 316' i  W. Pico Blvd. 
Open daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
Phone Richmond 4644.

SAN PEDRO — M ilita n t publishing 
Assn;,—1008 S. Pacific. Room 214.

LY N N , Mass. — 44 Central Square, 
Room 11. Discussion every Tues
day 7:30 p.m ; open Saturdays 
1-5 p.m-

M ILW A U K E E —M ilitu n t  Bookshop, 
608 S. 5 St. Open 12 to 4:30 p m .; 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Mondays th ru  
Fridays.

M INNEAPO LIS—10 South 4th St., 
open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. da ily ex
cept Sunday, Phone M ain 7781 
L ibra ry, bookstore.

Sunday Forunjs, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
G rand Aye., 3rd floor. Open every 
Monday, 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEW ARK — 423 Springfield Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. L ib ra ry  and 
reading room open week nights, 
7-10 p.m.

F riday n igh t forum , 8:30.

NEW  YO R K  C IT Y  HQ., 116 U n i
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

H AR LEM : 103 W. 110 St. Room 
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Discus
sion, 8 p.m.

BR O N X: 1034 Prospect Ave., 1st 
floor, phone T I  2-0101.

BR O O K LY N : 635 Fu lton  St., 
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone 
CH 2-9434.

O AKLAN D, Cal.—Meetings Wednes
day, Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th 
St. For in fo rm ation  w rite  to P.O. 
Box 1351.

P H ILA D E LP H IA  — 1303-05 W. G i
rard Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily. 
F riday forum , 8 p.m. Phone Stev
enson 5820.

P ITTSBUR G H—1418 F if th  Ave., 2nd 
floor. Phone Court 6060

Open meetings every 1st and 
th ird  Sundays a t 3:30 p.m.

M arx is t Study Class every 
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 F ifth  Ave.

SAN D IEG O —Headquarters 432 F 
St., R. 213. Open Tuesday, T hu rs
day &  Saturday. 1 to  5 p.m.; 
Monday, Wednesday &  Friday, 7 
to 9 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 Fillm ore 
St., 4th floor, San Francisco 15. 

■Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except 
Sunday. Phone F I  6-0410.

SEATTLE—1919 V& Second Ave. Open 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mon. 
through Fri., 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 L ib ra ry , book
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic T ra in 
ing Class.

ST. LO U IS—1023 N. G rand Blvd.. 
Room.312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30— 
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul 
2, Phone G arfie ld 1137. Open

■ daily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOM A, Wash. — Meetings every 
Wednesday. 8 p.m.. a t Odd Fellows 
Hall, 6th and Fawcett. Discus
sions on current topics. For in fo r
m ation, w rite  P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. C la ir St., 2nd 
floor. Open daily.

YOUNGSTOW N — 115 E. Federal 
Bldg., Room 302, Youngstown 3. 
O. Open 11-4:30 Monday through 
Saturday. Phone 3-1355.

B y R ose K a rs n e r
N ationa l Cam paign D ire c to r

Once again— a reminder.
December 15 will be the last 

issue of the paper to contain 
the Scoreboard reports on the 
collection of the $15,000 Fund 
needed to finance The Militant. 
T h a t  leaves exactly seven 
weeks in which the Militant 
leaders and Socialist Workers 
Party branches must fulfill 
their quotas, because the final 
payments must be in the Na
tional Ofjtice not later than De
cember 9. That means collec- 

I tions must be stepped up.
A good method, effectively used 

in  New York and P ittsburgh, is to 
divide the balance due on your 
pledge by seven and pay tha t 
amount weekly, in  th is  manner 
you w ill avoid the last m inute fev
erish scramble to a tta in  the 100%.

SUBSCRIBERS — The io in -e a rd  
and collection lis t is being mailed 
th is week and should reach you 
w ith in  a few days. When you re
ceive it. please give it  your a tten
tion and le t us hear fcom you as 
prom ptly as possible.

READERS who aie not on our 
m ailing lis t are again urged to use 
the coupon below. John Wos of 
Minnesota sent $5 and M a tt Groh 
o f New York C ity  sent $2.

FROM THE BRANCHES
There are s till too many zeroes on 

the Scoreboaid. We trus t tha t most 
of these w ill be wiped cut next week.

ST. LO UIS—A money order lo r 
$15 from  th is  branch puts i t  in  the 
lead w ith  126%. Looks like this 
branch w ill keep its place a t the top 
because i t  is s till collecting fo r the 
Fund.

M ILW A U K E E —Comrade V irg in ia  
is very concerned about the position 
of her branch on the Scoreboard. 
She says: ‘I  am enclosing $25 and 
sending i t  a ir m ail special delivery 
so our 49% '.vill show on the next 
Scoieboard." T ha t puts Milwaukee 
in second place.

CHICAGO — Harold : "W e are 
planning a gala M ilita n t B a ll for 
Nov. 15 when we w ill celebrate the 
nineteenth anniversary of the 
iounding of The M ilita n t. We w ill 
have an orchestra, a floor show and 
refreshments. The proceeds of th is 
a ffa ir  w ill go toward our quota. A n
other project is to give an auto- j 
graphed copy of W illa rd  Motley's j 
best seller 'Knock On Any Door’ to \ 
the comrade who turns in the most | 
collections to the branch.”

Scoreboard For 

$15 ,000 M ilita n t Fund
Branch Quota Paid Percent
ST LOUIS ..................... $ 50 $ 63 126
Milwaukee ..................... 200 98 49
Newark ........................... 500 224 45
Rochester ....................... 25 10 40
Buffa lo  ............................. 600 212 35
Youngstown ................... 600 200 33
New York ....................... 4,500 1,458 32
Seattle ............................. 300 77 26
Oakland ......................... 250 63 25
F lin t ................................. 200 48 24
Philadelphia ................... 300 68 23
Pittsburgh ..................... 150 30 20
Toledo ............................. 150 26 17
D etro it ............................. 600 100 17
Akron ............................... 300 50 16
Cleveland ....................... 250 39 16
Chicago ........................... 1,500 217 14
Tw in  Cities ..................... 1.000 145 14
Boston ............................. 275 31 11
Los Angeles ■................... 1,500 150 10
San Francisco ................ 1,250 95 8
Allentown-Bethlehem  .. 75 0 0
Connecticut State ........ 200 0 0
Lynn ................................. 125 0 0
Massillon-Canton .......... 50 0 0
R e a d in g ........................... 100 0 0
San D ie g o ....................... 100 0 0
Tacoma ........................... 25 0 0
West V ir g in ia ................. 25 0 0

TO TAL THROUGH OCT. 13 $3,404 23%

Two Rail Unions On 
The Road to Merger

B y Jam es M o n tg o m e ry
Oct. 12— For 74 years the men in the locomotive cabs of 

(his country have been kept divided in two separate unions— 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen. This idiotic arrange
ment has cost the enginemen*-------------------------- :----------—
over a hundred million dollars i ways m°re concerned about hanging on to their easy and well paid
in unnecessary dues alone, to 
say nothing about the untold
m illions they have lost in  wages and 
working rules by th is division in 
the ir ranks.

Since the beginning of the cen-

jobs than they were in the welfare 
o f the members and have obstruct
ed every e ffo rt on the pa rt of the 
men to unite.

Charter of local unions have been 
revoked, members have been ex-

tu ry  numerous efforts have been I PClled and convention delegates
' have been denied the ir seats be-madc by the progressive m inority  

in  both unions to remedy th is con
d ition  e ither by merger or by one 
union absorbing the other.

B u t the union offic ia ls were al-

Trainor Scores Texts 
Used in Boston Schools

BOSTON, Oct. 14— Lawrence P. Trainor, Socialist W ork
ers Committee candidate for the Boston School Committee, 
speaking ever radio station W H D H  last night, scored the mis
use of the schools under capitalism.

“History books that glorify* 
war and encourage hatreds and
the bigotry of nationalism 
should be condemned,” de
clared th is  working class candidate. 
"O ur youth must be taught the un- 
challengablc tru th  th a t wars are 
fought to protect and increase the 
wealth of America's 60 ru ling  fam 
ilies. They m ust be taught how the 
m ighty corporations plunder our 
na tu ra l resources, contro l our econ
omic life  and run the government.” 

“ The textbooks on economics in 
Boston schools arc a joke," con
tinued T ra inor. "A ll kinds of false 
theories are taught in  try ing  to ex
pla in  why we have depressions, 
monopolies and wars. Almost a 
century ago K a rl M arx  analyzed 
and foreto ld the decay and collapse 
of the cap ita lis t system. His analysis 
was laughed at and he was the ob-

prejudices and bigotry.
“ Therefore, textbooks tha t teach 

the tru th  about equality of a ll ra 
cial. religious and cu ltu ra l groups 
and th a t promote understanding 
and tolerance must be introduced. 
Textbooks th a t ignore or misrepre
sent the struggles of the trade un
ions to improve the conditions of 
the working people m ust be re
placed."

T ra inor lashed the federal gov
ernment. fo r cu ttin g  the appropria
tion " to  provide low-cost hot 
lunches and m ilk  to the needy 
school ch ild re n " and demanded a 
free hot lunch program for the 
schools.

He called fo r “ free medical, op
tica l and dental care”  fo r school 
children, and the re-opening of 
ch ild  care centers.

Manv o f Boston's schools, declared
ject of hatred and scorn. Today T ra inor, are "poten tia l fire -traps.” 
his scientific analysis is the basis, He demanded tha t they be re-
fo r any serious approach.”

In  a b listering attack on the way 
the schools deliberately im p lan t 
race prejudice in the m inds oi c h il
dren. T ra ino r declared: " In  the past 
few years Boston has witnessed o r
ganized hoodlum attacks against 
m inority  groups. These outbursts 
arise from  ignorance and mis-edu- 
cation. I t  is .the p rim ary  duty of 
an educational system to elim inate

placed "w ith  modern bu ild ings."
The school te'achers, he said, 

should receive “ equal pay for equal 
w o rk" to end the present d isc rim in 
atory wage scales. He poihted out, 
th a t "Boston ’s teachers, like a ll of 
us working fo r a liv ing , arc v ic 
tim ized by in fla tio n ."  To keep up 
w ith  the ris ing cost of liv ing , 
T ra inor demanded th a t teachers be 
granted a cost-o f-liv ing  bonus.

Won't You Kelp The Militant?
C L IP  C O U P O N -M A IL  T O -D A Y ____________

The Militant Fund 
I 16 University PI.
New York 3, N. Y.

Enclosed find $—  . . to help THE MILITANT in
its fight for a world of peace and plenty tor all.

Name .........................................................................................................

Address 

City . . 

State . .

Zone.

cause they advocated consolidation 
and o ther needed changes.

However, the forces of progress 
cannot be stalled inde fin ite ly , not 
even by union bureaucrats. Indies- 
tr ia l as well as h is to rica l develop
ment is on the side of the progres
sives. This law of development 
also operates in the ra il unions.

In  A p ril of last year a movement, 
now known as the “ Consolidation 
Committee of Enginemen," was in i
tiated by R. R. W alker, a locomotive 
firem an o ff the Erie Railroad who 
had also served as clerk and Gen
eral Organiser for D. B. Robertson, 
president of one of thf> Enginemens' 
unions.

W alker appealed to the rank and 
file  o f the enginemen to effect con
solidation w ith  the result th a t an 
organized movement to unite the 
men in  the cab was launched at 
B uffa lo, and has since spread to 
ra ilroad term inals from  coast to 
coast. T h is  movement is also pu t
ting  out a m onth ly  paper named 
The Consolidator.

Thus organized, the progressives 
in both unions were able to put 
ever the ir consolidation proposals in 
the two unions' conventions th is  
year. As a result each union se
lected a committee of nine rank 
and file  members to negotiate a 
consolidation agreement by the two 
unions fo r submission to a re fer
endum vote in  each union.

Both o f these committees were 
given wide powers by the ir respec
tive conventions to hire office 
space, legal and actuaria l assist
ance, to call on any Grand Lodge 
officer fo r any in fo rm ation  or as
sistance tha t the committees deem 
necessary, and also to incur any 
expense necessary to the proper 
function ing of the committees.

These two committees w ill meet 
fo r the f irs t time on Oct. 13 a t the 
BLE headquarters in  Cleveland. 
One of these committeemen, speak
ing a t a jo in t meeting of engine- 
men in  Toledo recently, stated that 
i t  was his understanding th a t the 
two committees were to continue in 
session u n til a consolidation p ro
gram was hammered in to  shape for 
submission to a vote o f the rank 
and file  o f both organizations.

In  the process of merging the 
two unions the progressive engine- 
men in  both organizations are go
ing to do the ir best to unload some 
of the worthless offic ia ls they now 
have and to e lim inate the vicious 
gaglaws which blacken the pages of 
both the BLE and the BLFE con
stitutions. The silly  and useless 
ritua lis tic  ceremonies in use in  both 
unions w ill, no doubt, also be rele
gated to the discard.

Thus afte r 40 years of agitation, 
the men who operate the American 
locomotives may be the tra il blaz
ers on the road to amalgamation of 
c ra ft Unions rendered obsolete f in 
der present indus tria l conditions.

New York Local Sells 

59  New Subs in Harlem
In  connection w ith  the election 

campaign in  Harlem, where the So
c ia lis t Workers Party is running 
Robert W illiam s fo r State Senator, 
New York Local of the SWP held 
small but very successful m obiliza
tions last week, selling 264 copies 
o f The M ilita n t and 59 new sub
scriptions.

A t two Friday n igh t street meet
ings on Oct. 3, 119 M ilita n ts  and 35 
pamphlets were sold, but a week 
la te r the police shunted the meet
ings to such poor corners th a t only 
38 M ilita n ts  and a dozen pamphlets 
were sold.

O n  Sunday, Oct. 5, 30 comrades 
turned out fo r a subscription m obi
liza tion  in  the area and sold an ave
rage of nearly two subs each. I t  
was such a lovely day th a t many 
people were not home, so tha t much 
tim e was lost ring ing doorbells, but 
the reception was very cordial where 
people were a t home. The comrades 
sold an average of nearly four single 
copies o f the paper each and more 
than one pam phlet each.

*  » *

Sending in  five subs, George of 
Philadelphia Branch wrote: "W ell, 
there may be a few less subs, but 
at any rate they are s t ill coming 
in. We may have a mobilization 
next Sunday. We now have almost 
15 more people, since the Johnson- 
ites joined. Already they have 
shown what they can do. F riday 
night, a fte r the forum , one of them, 
Irv , sold a sub to someone who has 
been coining around fo r quite some 
tim e but fo r some reason had not 
been asked fo r a sub before. Also, 
Orgon, a newer comrade, who turned 
in four of the last 10 subs I  sent, 
is responsible for one in th is  group." 

* * *
"F or the last two Sundays m obi

lizations have been rained out," 
wrote Carol Andrews, Milwaukee 
agent, who sent in three subscrip
tion renewals. "However, comrades 
have volunteered to do renewal 
callback work during the week and

another m obilization is planned."
*  *  *

Mrs. Clarence Laws of Austin, 
M inn., whose le tte r about landlords 
was published i l l  the Workers 
Forum last June 7, renewed her sub- 

| scrip tion to The M ilita n t fo r 'an
other year although she is s t ill c r it i
cal of The M ilita n t. " I  like  your 
paper because i t  shows up both Re
publicans and Democrats, bu t it  
leans too fa r the Russian way to 
su it me.”

*  *  *

September , subscriptions f e l l . .to 
290, the lowest to ta l since we have 
been publishing the m onth ly  branch 
results. New York's Harlem  m obili* 
zation (counted in September) gave 

! th a t c ity the top place w ith  more 
than a quarter of the national to ta l 

, Subs by branches were as follows:

l

New York 77
Los Angeles 25
St. Paul 19
St. Louis 18
Newark 17
Boston 13
F lin t 13
D e tro it 12
New Haven 12
M inneapolis 11
M ilwauke 1 9
Chicago 6
Philadelphia 6
Seattle 6
Buffa lo 5
San Francisco 5
Cleveland 3
Pittsburgh 3
Akron 2
New B rita in 2
Oakland 2
Reading 2
Rochester 2
Calumet 1
Toledo 1
Youngstown 1
Allentown 0
San Diego 0
Tacoma 0
General 15

T ota l 290

Dunne Analyzes Truman's "P lan " 
A t Twin City Sunday Forum

M INNEAPO LIS, Oct. 12—T ru 
m an’s plan o f “ meatless and poul
tryless” days for the American 
workers is not designed to help 
the starving Europeans. Instead, 
any food saved here w ill be used 
to smash the workers’ movement in 
Europe.

So stated V. R. Dunne, national 
labor secretary of the Socialist 
Workers party, when he addressed 
the T w in  C ity Sunday Forum  th is  
afternoon. “ Am erican im peria lism  
had a de fin ite  plan of starvation for 
Germany and Central Europe,”  the 
speaker continued. "Just to give 
them wheat now doesn't solve the 
problem.”

The same cap ita lis t masters who 
arc now asking us to tigh ten oiu- 
belts, have in  the past 30 years 
plunged the world in to  two W orld 
Wars, Dunne declared. He went

on: "Now they are s triv ing  like 
cunning madmen for a th ird  W orld 
War, and m the process' they have 
reduced the world to starvation."

"T he  way to help the starving 
Europeans is through workers’ o r
ganizations." the speaker concluded. 
"E y  taking contro l of the world 
away from  the capitalists and p u t
ting  it  in to  the hands of the work
ers. we can best help our starving 
brothers. We m ust build a Labor 
Party in  America,”  he said.

A fte r the forum , the audience 
took pa rt in  a question period, re 
m aining to carry on in fo rm a l dis
cussion w ith  the speaker at the 
supper served in  the headquarters. 
These forums are held each Sun
day afternoon a t 3:30—the f irs t 
Sunday of the m onth in  St. Paul 
a t 540 Cedar S treet; the other 
Sundays in M inneapolis at 10 S. 4th



No Truman-burgers for Me!
-------------------------------------------------- B y G ra c e  C a rls o n -----------------------------------------------------

As a substitute fo r meat, pou ltry  and eggs on 'I'ru - States annually. Public health offic ia ls estimate tha t 
man's meatless, poultryless and eggless days, R. E. D. there are other hundreds of thousands of cases of 
Gay, president o f the Restaurant Owners Association "sub-c lin ica l or la te n t”  cases o f pellagra in  the coun- 

o f Tampa. F lorida, offers the "T ru -  try, in  which the open symptoms have no t yet', ap- 
m an-burger.”  The recipe? “ Bake peared.
beans, mash them like potatoes. Even before th is  discovery of niacin (part of the 
season, and spread between a bun. v itam in  B complex), medical scientists knew tha t pel-
Cover the beans w ith  barbecue lagra was the poor man’s disease. Over 25 years
sauce and serve.”  ago. Dr. Joseph Goldbcrger of the U. S. Public Health

W ithou t the benefit of Restau- Service noted tha t the pellagra victim s of the South 
ran t-O w ner Gay's advice, m illions lived on salt pork and dried beans.. (The "T rum an-
of Southern fam ilies have been burger”  is an old American dish.) When Dr. G old
eating a type of 'T rum an-burger”  berger shifted pellagra patients in  public ins titu tions 
fo r y e a r  s, although they have to a d iet of fresh meats and vegetables he secured 
never given such a fancy name to amazing recoveries, 

th e ir food. They ju s t say tha t they’re having sow- Then Dr. Goldbcrger gave the ‘T rum an-burger”  
belly and beans and le t it  go a t tha t. d iet to the norm ally well-fed dogs in  h is laboratory.

And the end result of a steady diet of “ T rum an- A ll of them developed blacktongue, a canine form  of 
burgers”  is pellagra. Long thought to be caused by pellagra. A fte r th is pioneering work, medical men 
a germ infection, the dread pellagra is now known had an experimental animal, w ith  which to work in 
de fin ite ly  to be a v itam in-defic iency disease. The order to find  the cause and cure o f pellagra. The 
discovery in 1937 by Dr. C. Elvejehm  of the Un iversity synthesis of n iacin by Dr. E lvcjehm  in 1937 completed 
of Wisconsin th a t n iacin — found in  lean meat, green the study.
vegetables, eggs and f ru it  — was the pellagra-pre- I t 's  1947 now and I  don’t  propose to f ly  in  the 
ventive factor, completed the medical conquest of the face of a ll of these scientific  discoveries and go in
disease. fo r a bean diet. No "T rum an-burgers”  for me! I

B u t the social conquest of pellagra, the “ scourge don 't w ant any substitutes fo r n iac in -rich , nu tritious
of the South,”  has not yet been achieved. About lean beef and pork. I ’d ra the r get a substitute fo r
400,000 cases of ou trigh t pellagra occur in  the United Trum an!

The Negro S trugg le ---------------------------------------------------------------

Authorities Display Hatred
---------------------------------------------------B y Lois S a u n d e rs --------------------------

Attacks on Negroes assume the ir most bru ta l form  
in the South. B ut sometimes the authorities in other 
parts of the country give them close competition in 

defending the Jim  Crow system. 
Just last week, fo r example. Los 
Angeles County, a government 
body in C a lifo rn ia  and presumably 
the guardian of the fu ll demo
cratic  rights of everyone w ith in  
its boundaries, saw f i t  to stigm a
tize its  Negro residents as physical 

weaklings, m ental incompetents and moral degen
erates, in a 121-page brief filed in support of a 
75-year-old state statute p roh ib iting in te rrac ia l m ar
riages.

The brief was filed  in answer to a w r it  of m an
damus seeking to force the County Clerk to issue 
a marriage license to two Catholic residents, Miss 
Andrea. D. Perez, a white woman, and Sylvester S. 
Davis, Jr., iden tified  as a Negro.

They were refused a license by v irtue of C a li
fo rn ia 's 1872 law which forbids the marriage of whites 
w ith  Negroes, Mongolians or mulattoes. and which in 
1933 was amended to ban in  addition the marriage 
of whites and F ilipinos.

The couple, through the well-know n Catholic a t
torney Dan C. M arshall, sought action in C a lifo rn ia ’s 
Supreme Court to have the law declared unconstitu
tional. cla im ing th a t i t  denied the ir contractual rights, 
and the ir rights guaranteed under the 1st and I4t.h 
amendments to the federal constitution.

I t  is s ign ifican t th a t the county, in its defense 
o f the law, found i t  necessary to base itse lf upon 
the most reactionary, vicious and prejudiced theories 
o f race “ p u rity ,”  theories which found the ir fu llest 
flowering in H itle r ite  Germany and in B ilbo ’s “ white

supremacist”  South but which have been laughed 
out of court by serious anthropologists.

The "authorities”  quoted by the county revel in 
characterizing mulattoes and others o f in terracia l 
background as “ scrofulous,”  "su ffering from  diseased 
glands, suppurating sores.”  lacking in  fe r t ility , “ in 
ferio r in v ita lity , intelligence, and consequently m ora l
ity , liable to be a burden on the state,”  etc.

Negroes are spoken of repeatedly as " in fe r io r”  to 
whites, but the greatest insults and scorn are saved 
for mulattoes. I t  should be borne in m ind th a t the 
great m a jo rity  o f those who are termed Negroes in 
th is country are in  rea lity  mulattoes:

A t the hearing held in  Los Angeles on Oct. 6, 
Deputy County Counsel Charles C. Stanley, Jr., filed 
the county b rie f and ora lly  pleaded in defense of the 
law, again asserting th a t the “ black race”  is in fe rio r 
m entally and physically to the “ white race.”

In  his reply Attorney M arshall showed tha t the 
statute in question was in direct contradiction to the 
Declaration of Independence statement: “ We hold 
these tru ths to be self-evident: tha t a ll men are 
created equal.”  He denied the argument th a t the 
people in  C a lifo rn ia  support the prejudice and ig 
norance reflected in  the law and insisted on the 
rig h t o f the ind iv idua l to choose his marriage partner 
in accordance w ith  his own conscience. He also asked, 
and received, a 29-day delay to prepare an answer 
to the lengthy county brief.

The position taken by Los Angeles County au tho ri
ties in  th is Case is ju s t .as ha rm fu l to the Negro 
struggle fo r equality as help given to lynchers by 
the authorities in  the South. The f ig h t against it, 
like the fig h t against lynching in  the South, requires 
the support o f a ll opponents of racia l d iscrim ination 
in th is country.

Report from Never-Never Land
--------------------------------B y  Joseph A n d re w s --------------------------------

The Oct. 1 Daily W orker contains an article by 
George M orris entitled “ Report from  Akron." A more 
f it t in g  tit le  is “ Report from Never-Never Land.”  I t  
is a masterpiece of w ishfu l th ink ing .

The S ta lin is t hack M orris  states, "T he paralyzing 
influence o f Trotskyites (in  Akron) which a t one 
time was serious there, is no longer a big factor. 
Active Communist unionists to whom I  talked said 
they are welcome to contribute the ir bc-st to the union 
and are not considered second-class citizens. . . .”

This is aimed to create the fo llow ing impression: 
U n til recently the C IO  rubber unions in  Akron have 
been “ paralyzed”  by Trotskyist influence, but now 
the S ta lin ists have stepped in, swept this sinister force 
aside and revitalized the unions, where they (work in  
a friend ly  atmosphere.

W hat M orris and his fellow S ta lin is t fakers refer 
to as the period of “ paralysis" is the wartim e period 
during which the Firestone, Goodrich and Goodyear 
locals distinguished themselves as courageous and 
m ilita n t unions by defying the infamous no-strike 
pledge in  action, in  two great wartim e strikes.

D uring the biggest of these strikes, when the F ire 
stone and Goodyear locals were out on the streets 
figh ting  fo r the life  of the union against company 
and government attacks, the S ta lin ists published a 
newspaper ad calling upon workers to break the strike 
and attem pting to start a back-to-work movement.

B u t the “ paralyzing'' influence of tens and thous
ands o f m ilitan t workers repudiated th is scab attack 
and the workers did not go back u n til they were 
damned good and ready.

Now we Trotskyists do not go around blowing our 
horn, attem pting to k id people in to  believing tha t we 
are on top of the heap in  Akron or anywhere else. 
B u t we are proud to say th a t we supported the rubber 
workers in  the ir d iff ic u lt wartim e struggles, and did

our pa rt to oppose S ta lin is t strikebreaking.
Today there are a great many unionists who well 

remember the ld e  of the S ta lin is ts  during the war. 
In  the Firestone Local the S ta lin ists are so hated 
th a t some of the leaders have m istakenly taken 
the path of red-baiting, in  the Goodyear local the 
S talin ists are in the good graces only of conservatives 
who also supported wartim e strikebreaking And in the 
strong Goodrich Local 5 they qre w hat they should 
be everywhere — beaten, discredited, impotent. A ll 
they have is a group o f four or five whose chief 
a ttribu te  is the ir a b ility  to k il l almost any proposi
tion by merely supporting i t  on the floor. Looking 
fo r a needle in  a haystack is a cinch compared w ith 
find ing  a S ta lin ist who could run fo r any post in  the 
big Akron rubber locals and get elected.

The whole basis of M orris ' boasting and dreams 
of glory is th is : A t the recent URWA convention, 
progressive and principled Akron unionists voted on 
the same side a* the S talin ists on such questions as 
opposing union compliance w ith  the T a ft-H a rtlc y  
Law.

The biggest laugh of a ll is th a t while the Daily 
W orker rants against the Trotskyists, at the last 
Goodrich Local 5 membership meeting a well-known 
but no t-b righ t S ta lin is t reportedly made a m otion 
to "commend I.ocal 5 delegates on the ir progressive 
stand a t the Bofton convention, especially the ir stand 
on the T a ft-H a rtlc y  law.”

Yet cverybodv knows th a t the Local 5 floor leader 
at the convention on this pa rticu la r question is very 
friend ly to the Trotskyists. Thus the Akron Stalin ists 
are now seeking to “ commend”  those whom M orris  
wants to slande: as "paralyzers.''

Th is annoying discrepancy w ill nc doubt lead to 
a purge to cleanse the Akron CP of “ falsifiers, rum or 
mongers and wreckers.”

Notes from the News
C IR C U LATIO N  OF W EEKLIES — The recent re

ports submitted to the Post Office showed the fo llow 
ing  average weekly circu lation figures during the past 

v n o r  M o t i o n a l  NJnn;*; ---- 139. 9 ft 1 *

COURT OKAYS J IM  CROW — The M etropolitan 
L ife  Insurance J im  Crow housing policy was upheld 
for the second tim e by N. Y. courts. The insurance 
company’s huge housing project, b u ilt s tric tly  as a 
business investment fo r p ro fit, was made possible 
by tax exemptions and use of government condemna
tion powers.

*  *  *

STALIN ISTS A G AIN  “ BETRAYED” —Gov. James 
E. Folsom has signed a b ill outlaw ing the Communist 
Party in  Alabama. Folsom, whom the S talin ists had 
praised before his election as a "progressive.”  stated 
th a t the new law "does not endanger our c iv il libe r
ties.”

* * *
FOR CR ITICS — " I f  we continue on in to  war, 

I ' l l  probably end up In a concentration cam p." said 
Senator Glen Taylo r in  a speech critic iz ing  the T ru 
man Doctrine.

*  *  *

VO LUNTARY COERCION —More than one and 
a quarter m illio n  tenants have “ agreed" to “ volun
ta ry ”  15% ren t increases, W ashington authorities 
reveal.

*  «  O

CONGRESS AND FEPC—"Tire on ly people who 
benefitted from  Congressional consideration of FEPC 
legislation in 1947 were those railroads w h ic li col
lected fares from  persons who went to W ashington 
to testify," says NAACP Labor Secretary Clarence 
M itche ll.

t h e  M ILITA N T
PACK SIX MEW YORK, N. Y. MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1947.

4,500  Ballots Cast for te rrie r 
In D etro it Mayoralty Primaries
Three Arrested 
For Picketing 
Fascist Meeting

D E T R O IT , Oct. 14— Three 
reople were arrested last Tues
day night during a picket line 
protest against the appearance 
it Fort Shelby Hotel of Homer 
L. Loomis, leader of the fascist 
Jolumbians, Inc.

The picket line of 300, mostly stu
dents, had been organized in a 
highly secretive fashion by the 
Stalin ist-supported C iv il R ights Con
gress. the AYD and AVC. Every 
Ifo r t had been made to freeze the 

labor movement out of the picket 
line. The few union representatives 
partic ipating soon became disgusted 
W i'h the in fa n tile  rah -rah  song- 
feet and the S talin ist-insp ired 
' t im e  cheers fo r democracy." T h i
el emonstration stood In marked con
trast to the m ilita n t, union led 
anti-fascist m obilizations of the 
past.

PEACEFULLY P IC K E T IN G

Jack Lesnik, a veteran and vice- 
president of the CIO  Wayne Coun
ty Council, and Charles Gladstone 
were plucked out of the pcacefu' 
picket line by the police almost a 
ha lf hour a fte r a s ligh t scuffle w ith 
Don Lohbcck. ed itor of Gerald L. K  
S m ith ’s magazine. The Cross and 
Flag. Lohbeck alleged that. Lesnii 
had assaulted him  in the lobby o’ 
the hotel. The facts were that 
lohbeck, panic-stricken, struck the 
union leader firs t, a fte r which Lss- 
n ik  seized Lohbeck's arm.

When the police began to dra; 
Lesnik and Gladstone to ja il,  olhe: 
pickets protested. In  the mele: 
th a t followed, the police in gestapo 
like fashion freely used the ir clubs, 
fis ts and feet to beat them off. The 
two arrested pickets, mauled, 
bruised and f in a lly  handcuffed, were 
taken to the c ity  ja il, charged w ith  
investigation for in c iting  to rio t.

Also ja iled was Mrs. Jessie D il 
lard, a housewife, who attempted ti 
protest the action o f the police. T li 
three were held incommunicado: 
a ll attem pts bv lawyers, public o' 
fic ia ls  and labor leaders to free 
them or communicate w ith  the ir 
th a t n igh t were blocked by the po
lice. The trio  was never questioned 
or to ld on w hat charges Urey were 
being held.

T R IA L  SET OCT. 15
A t the hearing Wednesday m orn

ing, the charge of in c iting  to l i e  
was reduced to d isturbing the peace 
while Lesnik was also charged w itl 
asault by the fascist Lohbeck. T ria l 
w ill be held Oct. 15.

The S ta lin is t leaders, groveling as 
usual before the "forces of law and 
order,” attem pted to smear the a r
rested tr io  ana excuse the police 
b ru ta lity  by m aking false charges 
in the M ichigan Herald tha t ” 10 
Trotskyites had attempted to dis
rup t a peaceful picket line ."

Although lacing a ja il sentence, Homer Loomis, head of the 
fascist Columbians, is s till spreading his race hatred poison. In  
answer D etro it CIO members and veterans picketed his meeting in  
D e tro it last week. When the fascists got tough, the cop i joined 
the fray  — on the side of the fascists, arresting three of the pickets. 
(See story on le ft.) A t the meeting Loomis o ffic ia lly  joined forces 
w ith  his fellow fascist, Gerald I.. K . Sm ith. (Federated Pictures)

Chicago Fire Disaster 
Spurs Public Drive to 
Enforce Safety Laws

T D E T R O IT , Oct. 14— Enthusiastically responding to the 
Socialist Workers Party program on independent labor politi
cal action, housing and taxation, almost 4,500 workers cast their 
votes for Howard Lerner, Trotskyist candidate for Mayor in 
the primary elections last Tucs- ’• 
day. His vote represented 2r/  \ 
of the total cast in the mayor- j 
alty primaries.

T ile  B ig  Business candidates.
Eugene Van Antwerp and Edward i 
J’effries, won the nom inations, re
ceiving 9(1,000 and 79.000 votes, re 
spectively. In  spite o f the great 
radio, newspaper and house-to- 
house pub lic ity  they had, Lerner 
completely swept some heavily pop
ulated workers’ districts, receiving 
almost twice the number of votes 
for a ll other eight candidates in ! 
these areas.

This illustrates (lie a ttrac tion  ( 
which the Trotsk.vi t  program had 
for many workers, as well as the 
growing hos tility  among the masses ' 
to the I5ig Business candidates.

T h is  analysis is fu rth e r borne out 
by the sweeping success of a ll five 
labor candidates for Common Coun
c il endorsed by the CIO. A ll were 
nominated in  the pcimaries and 
w ill partic ipate in the regular elec
tions next month. T I ip success of 
these labor candidates, who had 
been endorsed by the 8 WP, is a ll 
the more s ign ifican t because of the 
lack of coordinated ac tiv ity  on the ir 
behalf by the labor movement.

I t  indicates tha t i f  the unions 
had run a candidate of the ir own
fo r Mayor, instead of m a in ta in ing  ; nances. The so-called Socialist 
a h a n d i-o ff policy toward th is  con- | red-baiter named Michael Magee?

received less than 400 votes VMM

HOW ARD LERNER

nom irn ted  but aJse of scoring a 
victory in  the fin a l elections.

This was the f irs t SWP election 
campaign in D e tro it and the re 
sults are very creditable when they 
arc compared w ith  those received 
for Common Council by the S ta lin 
is t and “ S oc ia lis t" candidates.

The Communist Parly candid 
fo r the Council, W illiam  Allen,JS 
ceived only 800 votes more than 
Lerner, in spite of the CP’s superi
or re -curves in numbers land -

ida jfl

CHICAGO, Oct. 10 — Charging 
hat there is a strong ind ica tion 
hat the fire  at 942 W. Ohio St. to-, 
lay. which took the lives of 11 
women and children, may be the 
esult of racial tension against 

Vegro tenants in  th is  area, a dele
gation of the H ickm an Defense 
Committee today requested tha t 
Mayor Kennedy propose amend- 
nents to the fire  ordinance which 
v ill put violators in  ja il,  ra the r 
han perm it them to get o ff w ith  
ig h t lines. The delegation consist
'd of W illoughby Abner, f ir s t  Vice 
’ resident of the Chicago C IO  In 
dustrial Union Council. Sid Lens, 
lirector o f the AFL B u ild ing  Serv- 
cc Local 329. and Henry McGee, 
-resident of the Chicago Branch 
>f the NAACP.

The rapid spread of the Ohio 
Itreet fire  is s im ila r to the spread 
- f the fire  last Jan. 18 at 1733 
Washburn.? which took the lives of 
our of James H ickm an’s children 

and led to the subsequent shooting 
of his landlord.

The delegation today was an out
growth ol a mass meeting of 1,009 
people held Sept. 28 on the South 
Side, addressed by T a llu lah  Bank- 
head, W illa rd  M ottley, M ichael 
Mann. The meeting had demanded 
the freedom of H ickman, N egri

u   -■■■'.'it.inv tn a l Oct 21
In  spite of the ir attempted slan- fo r the shooting o f his landlord.

der, strong protests have already 
been registered by scores of public 
officia ls, labor leaders, and civic 
organizations against the police 
force’s bru ta l treatm ent of the 
ja iled pickets and protection of the 
fascists.

,ue macs nieeung instructed the 
Hickman Defense Committee. 4619 
South Parkway, to v is it Mayor Ken- 
nelly and lay the facts on vio lation 
o f lire  ordinances before him .

Today’s delegation pointed out 
tha t there had been 751 fires in  the

three m onth period between Nov. 
1946 and Jan. 1947 in  the South 
Side area bounded bv 26th and 55th 
Streets. Fourteen people died, as 
a result o f these fires and many 
were in jured. According to the 
delegation, the causes of these fires 
were:

T h a t fire  regulations were f la 
grantly  disregarded: th a t'th e  dw ell
ings were old; th a t they were over
crowded—as many as 90.000 people 
live in a square m ile; that, too much 
waste is perm itted to accumulate in 
the area; tha t cooking and heating 
facilities are inadequate; t j ia l  in 
spection is spotty and inadequate; 
and tha t fire insurance companies 
refuse to insure buildings in  the 
Negro areas and as a consequence 
landlords are lax.

The delegation requested tha t:
1. Mayor Kennelly see to it  tha t 

there be immediate and continuous 
inspection of dwelling u r 'ts .

2. T h a t the fire  ordinances be 
rig id ly  enforced.

3. T h a t the c ity  council amend 
the present fire  ordinance so that.

test, such a candidate would have 
had every chance net only of being

Asks Natlen-wade A id 
For H ickm an Defense

CHICAGO, Oct. 11—"James H ick 
m an’s case concerns not only the 
people of Chicago, but o f the na 
tio n .”  said W illoughby Abner, 
chairm an o f (lie Hickm an Defense

i Committee, in an appeal fo r ail votes than Lerner.

than Lerner, although a special 
drive was pu t on to comb the c ity  
w ith  his lite rature .

The workers showed in th is elec
tion th a t they were moving . away 
from  the ir old po litica l ties and 
seeking new avenues of expression. 
Th is was borne out by the vote both 
fo r the GWP and fo r the Workers 
Party candidate for Mayor, Herman 
Benson, who got about 150 more

labor and progressive organizations 
to ra lly  to the aid of the imprisoned 
steel worker.

"Y ou  can help by passing resolu
tions calling fo r H ickm an’s free
dom ," A b re r continued. Copies of 
such resolutions should be sent to 
State's A ttorney Tuohy, Cook Coun
ty, Illino is , to your local press and 
to the H ickman Defense C om m it
tee. Anv financ ia l contribu tion you 
can make would be very he lp fu l. 
I f  at a ll possible a branch of the 
Hickm an Defense Commlt.ce should 
be established in your city.”

A ll cap ita lis t po litica l dopesters 
expressed surprise a t the showing 
of the T ro tsky is t candidate. T h a t 
was because they underestimated 
the growing desire of the workers 
for independent labor po litica l ac
tion and the ir revulsion w ith  com
pany union politics.

T lie  SWP street meetings, lite ra 
ture distributions, p lan t gate meet
ings, radio talks and election rallies 
bore fru it. Encouraged by these 
results, the D e tro it Branch is gear
ing itself for the 1948 presidential 
campaign.

Barbara is Only Labor 
Man in Mayoralty Race

SAN FRANCISCO , Oct. 13— Of the four candidates | ^ |  
Mayor who have filed for the Nov. 4 city elections, Frank*A. 

landlords be subject to jail sen- Barbaria, is the only working class candidate. The others are
tcnce ra the r than ju s t lines.

4. T h a t the amendment alsoj 
provide th a t the c ity  have the r ig h t 
to declare any bu ild ing which vio
lates the fire  ordinance a public 
nuisance and tha t landlords be kept 
in ja il u n til such nuisance is 
abated.

A t the request of Mayor Kennedy 
the delegation gave specific cases 
of vio lation of the fire  ordinance. 
In  one pa rticu la rly  flag ran t case 
the Mayor promised to have the 
build ing inspected immediately.

BIOGRAPHY OF BARBARIA, 
BAY CITY SWP NOMINEE

F rank A. Barbaria  was born of j  (be 1936 strike end all of its sub- 
a working class fam ily  34 years ago. sequent m ajor struggles.
He got his high school education in 
San Francisco, and then spent two 
years at a technical school, grad
uating w ith  honors from  the Jun ior 
Electrical Engineering c o u r s e  in 
1932, the very depth of the last de
pression.

A fte r two years of unemployment, 
dotted by occasional meager paying 
jobs, F rank attended a Socialist. 
Party meeting and was quickly con
vinced th a t socialism was the onlv 
answer to the blind alley in  which 
society found itse lf Two months 
later, he le ft Norman Thomas’ party 
and joined the then small group of 
Trotskyists, and has since been ac
tive in  its ranks.

His f irs t activ ity  in the labor 
movement came during the struggle 
lo organize an industria l union in 
the Bethlehem Shipyards of San 
Francisco. A fte r the firs t long ten e(] an{j 
week strike in 1936, Frank was

In  1937, F rank was chosen Na
tional Industria l D irector of the 
Young People Socialist League.

From  1939 to 1941. he served as 
a union organizer, helping to build 
industria l organizations among the 
race-divided, poorly paid workers in 
the C a liforn ia  fish industry.

D uring the war years, F rank sail- ! 
ed in the M erchant M arine. For 
a tim e he worked as an a u t o  
worker belonging to L o c a l  550, 
UAW -CIO . He was a member of 
the SUP strike committee in  the 
September 1946 m aritim e strike.

The t-pe  of leadership th a t F rank 
Barbaria has provided to the m a ri
time workers is indicated in  a letter 
of appreciation w ritten  by rank and 
file  members of the CIO M arine 
Cooks and Stewards Union, an ex
cerpt of which follows:

” . . .  he has constantly support-

FR.-VNK B AR BA R IA

"W e thank Brother Barbaria and 
hope that his actions w ill po in t the 
way for a fu ture policy in  which 
cooperation and understanding w ill

publican connections while Haven- 
nor has long been an active mem
ber o f (he county Democratic Par
ty machine.

The three boss candidates have 
the usual 'demagogic election p la t
form s which claim  to benefit “ all 
the people.”  They make only vague 
promises to "g ive close a tten tion ”  
to the pressing problems of hous
ing, cost of liv in g  and the defense 
of labor's rights.

In  sharp contrast is the clear cut 
working class program on which 
Earbaria is running in th is  cam
paign. Endorsed by the Socialist 
Workers Party, his campaign w ill 
center around the need for inde- 
liendent working class po litica l ac
tion—a Labor Party based on and 
; esponsible to the labor movement

His program also includes the

mediately a fter the passage of the 
T a lt-H a rtle y  Act the local labor 
leaders threatened to engage in  in 
dependent po litica l action against 
those responsible fo r the b ill. This 
inferred action against both the 
Republican and Democratic parties. 
Now they have backed down and 
support Ilavenner as a “ friend  of 
labor."

In  discussing th is po in t, Barbaria 
declared: “ I f  the labor movement 
had advanced its  own candidate 
e-cr Mayor, we would have w ith 
drawn my name and throw n fu ll 
support behind the labor candidate. 
The working class m ust and w ill 
have its own class candidate to op
pose the representatives of the 
tosses. M y Campaign w ill center 
around the slogan—B uild  the L a 
bor P arty ."

The S ta lin is ts  too are endorsing
follow ing planks: Rccrgani :o the I Havenner as the “ people's choice.”  
public services; low cost c ity  lions- ' As usual they avoided tak ing a 
ing: ro ll back of rents: repeal the clear stand in favor of a working 
sales tax; tax the ric h —not. the I class candidate and searched fran - 
poor; fu ll employment and job so- ! tica lly  fo r a libera l who Would ac- 
cu rity ; a cost-o f-liv ing  bonus t o 1 o.ept th e ir  support while balancing 
m ain ta in  the standard of liv ing ; him self between the contending 
solve juvenile delinquency by es- j forces. B u t liberals never, stay s till, 
tab lish ing a hopeful fu ture ; against Already Ilavenner has come out 
an ti-labo r laws; fo r fu ll social, w ith  statements repudiating S ta l- 
rco'nomic and po litica l equality fo r h n is t support and rea ffirm ing  his 
Negroes and all racia l and national j belief in  the system of private en- 
m inorities; and against cap ita lis t j  terprise.
m ilita rism  and war.

U n fo rtuna te ly  the San Francisco 
labor movement has committed i t 
self once again lo supporting a 
cap ita lis t pa rty  candidate under the 
form ula of “ reward .your friends

A Committee for F rank Barbafl® 
has been organized to conduct an 
aggressive campaign of house to 
house canvassing, rallies, street 
corner meetings and house socials. 
Robert Chester, Socialist Workers

-idlocated cooperation bc-

blackli. ted from  the yards. He then tW“ Cn th ° thrcc departments on m u - j  replace all antagonisms.”  Signed by 
took to the sea and has since been tuu l problems; be has fu rthe r shown nine members of the Stewards De

partm ent of the S. S. Hawaiian 
P lanter.

a member of the Sailors Union of l him self to be opposed to any dis- 
the Pacific, AFL, pa rtic ipa ting  in  I c rim ination  based on race or creed.

and punish your enemies.”  In  I pa rty  organizer, is campaign man- 
answer to th is false idea the c u n - lager. Readers of The M ilita n t and 
paign folder put out by the Com- ( friends of the SWP are urged to
m ittee fo r Frank A. Barbaria I acme to campaign headquarters,

| states; “ Workers o f  San Francisco! J 1739 F illm ore St., 4th floor, to help
: Would you support a union organ- in the campaign as well as to ob-
ized by the boss? N a tu ra lly  not! I ta in  lite ra tu re  and in form ation.

year: n a tio n a l u i u  news — laz .zo i; 
Sunday W orker — 67,466; New Re
public — 58,056; Nation — 41,050; 
The M ilita n t — 12.500; New Musses
— 12,186; New Leader — 11.830; So
cialist Call — 11,323; Labor Action
— 4.822. The Progressive, which 
folded up t h i s  m o n t h .  had

approxim ately 25.000 readers. (The above W orker 
figure was fo r its Sunday edition on ly; average sales 
of the D a ily  W orker were 21,016.)

*  A  *

5% FOR B A R B A R IA  — In  a straw vote a t the 
San Francisco Telenews Theater, F rank Barbaria got 
53 votes out o f approxim ately 1,000. Top vote was 
fo r Rep. F rank Havenner who got 580.

*  *  t

DEPO RTATIO N D E L IR IU M  — Latest v ic tim  of 
the federal w itch -h u n t is Steve M ille r, a S ta lin is t, who 
has lived in  U. S. for 16 years. Two prom inent trade 
unionists in  the New York area had bee arrested 
previously.

* * <r

HATES FEPC—Before a Senate committee Donald 
Richberg, a one-tim e top New Dealer, assailed pro
posed FEPC legislation as ‘'detestable." “ communistic,”  
unconstitu tional, a v io lation o f “ the pursuit of hap
piness”  and ce ita in  to destroy “ free enterprise."

J u d g e  Elmer R o b in s o n , C h e s te r MacHiee an d  Franck Haven
n e r a l l o f  w h o m  h a ve  th e  b a c k -4 , . ,  , . . . .  -i$J|

’ I lien why support a candidate ot
m g  o f  f in a n c ia l an d  b u s in ess  t i lr . |)nss9 End company unionism 
• n te re s ts . A lth o u g h  th e  c i t y  1 in po litics !”
e le c tio n s  a re  “ n o n -p a r t is a n ,”  Both the AFL and C IO  have
Robinson and MacPhec hare R r-  I fo rm a lly  endorsed Havenner. Im -


