
W hat a W orkers and 
Farmers Government
Would Do About Prices

A n  E d ito r ia l
W hat wculd a government genuinely representative of the 

workers and dirt farmers— a Workers and Farmers Govern
ment put into power by an independent working class party— 
do to ensure low prices and plenty?

Such a government would attack high prices and scarcity 
at their source— monopoly price-fixing, limitation of produc
tion, extortionate profits.

1. I t  would institute rigid price regulation and equitable 
rationing of scarce commodities, controlled and enforced by 
the consumers themselves through mass committees of the 
unions, consumers and farmers organizations.

2. I t  would crack down on all speculators and hoarders: 
impose severe penalties on those who withhold food and other 
essentials to gamble on scarcity and high prices. The mass 
consumers committees would ferret out violators of laws 
against speculation and hoarding and confiscate all hidden fooc 
and other supplies.

3. Books and records of all corporations would be opened 
for inspection by the workers to uncover evidence, of profiteer
ing, price-fixing, curtailment of production, mismanagement 
fraudulent practices, etc.

4. A ll basic industries, starting with the food processing j 
industries, would be taken over and nationalized by the gov-i 
ernment— that is, expropriated. Private ownership and profit 
would be eliminated. The nationalized industries would be 
operated under the control of the workers themselves.

5. National planned production, based on the needs of 
the people, would replace the present wasteful and chaotic 
system of production for personal gain. All new processes and 
inventions for expanding production would be utilized. Freed ! 
from the private monopoly stranglehold, production would j 
constantly increase.

Cost of production for the small farmers would be sharply 
reduced through cheap credit, cancellation of mortgages, low- 
priced fertilizer, seed, machinery and manufactured goods, 
cheap freight rates, etc. Profiteering middle-men and specu
lators would be eliminated through cooperative marketing and 
distribution. Big corporation farms, however, would be expro
priated and operated under control of the farm workers.

7. Minimum wages sufficient to maintain high standards 
of deceney-j-.c»mf©rt.:.and health, would be established by law. 
Real wages would be protected by a cost-of-living bonus system 
to compensate for any rise in living costs.

8. The monstrous war budget and war waste would be 
eliminated. Diversion of labor and resources for the destructive 
purposes of imperialist war would be ended. A ll government 
funds would be utilized for peaceful and beneficial social pur
poses. Necessary sixes would be levied strictly on the ability- 
to-pay principle.

We knew the present government of, by and for Big 
Business will not take any of these necessary measures to halt 
price inflation and safeguard living standards. I t  is a clast 
government of the rich owners, whom the Democratic anc 
Republican parties serve.

These are measures that only a government of the worker* 
and farmers themselves will put into effect and thereby ensure 
plenty and security.

The G ia n t-K il le r

NLBR Opens Offensive 
To Enforce Slave Law

The new National Labor Re
asons Board, set up under the 
Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law, 
ast week bared its teeth in 
■arnest against organized labor.

I t  began^ action to enforce] 
he Taft-Hartley Act in two 
;ases that foreshadow a whole 
teries of blows against the 
anions.

The board issued complaints, on 
he appeal of employers, against two 
\F L  locals — In te rna tiona l Typo
graphical Union Local 12 in  B a lti-  
nore and United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters Local 74 in Chattanooga.

The Baltim ore union was charged 
.vith refusing to bargain w ith  a j 
:roup o f 22 employers because i t  
ailed to negotiate a contract and I 
dmply posted the IT U 's  standard 
conditions under which the IT U  
nembers w ill work.

This policy was adopted by the re- j 
;ent IT U  convention in  an attem pt 
to circum vent the provisions o f the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  A ct which bar closed 
shop contracts such as have p ro - ; 
tected p rin tin g  trades workers f o r ' 
decades.

According to the in te rpre ta tion  of 
the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act by "Labor

Czar”  Denham, NLRB General 
Counsel, an employer can compel 11 
union to sign a contract, refusal to 
do so constitu ting fa ilure to bargain 
in  “ good fa ith ."  Thus, the Act may 
be used to force unions to sign non- 
closcd shop contracts.

In  the Chattanooga case, the un
ion is charged w ith  refusing to work 
on a bu ild ing where the floor, wall 
and coverings were being installed 
by non-union employes of an open- 
shop specialty store. '

Th is NLRB charge has been filed 
before a Federal D is tr ic t Court, 
which has already ordered the union 
to show cause why an in junction  
should not be issued against i t  for 
conducting-a “ secondary boycott.”

Both cases illus tra te  how the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  Act and the agency 
established under i t  w ill be used to 
break down union security and to 
force workers to work under open 
shop conditions.

They also demonstrate the d i f f i 
cu lty facing the unions in  attem pting 
to etude various provisions of the 
act e ither through special contract 
clauses or e lim ination of contracts.

F u rthe r enforcement of the T a ft-  
H artley Act w ill demonstrate tha t i t  
is so fu ll of an ti-un ion  provisions 
no union can hope to legally evade

them. Moreover, through the NLRB 
and courts the machinery exists to 
really pu t teeth in to  the Act. Labor 
cannot nibble away a t the Act, but 
must conduct a struggle on the 
economic and po litica l fie ld  to smash 
i t  in  entirety.

B a ll-B e a r in g  T r u s t  
D is p la y s  C o n te m p t 
F o r  G o v e rn m e n t S u it

The Justice D epartm ent’s “ w ar” 
on p rice -fix in g  arouses no more 
concern among the g ian t corpora
tions than a m osquitos buzzing 
among a herd of crocodiles.

W hen A ttorney General C lark 
filed su it against the ba ll-bearing 
trust, charging them w ith  conspir- 
ary to f ix  prices, they did no t even ; 
bother to contest the suit. I t  was 
cheaper to pay the $5,000 chicken- 
feed fine than detail a corporation 
attorney to argue about the ir law- 
breaking.

Among the companies who flipped 
the $5,000 maxim um  penalty over 
to the government were General 
Motors Corp., S K F  Industries, M ar- 
lin-R ockw ell Corp., F a fn ir  Bearing 
Co., Federal Bearings Co., and Nor- 
m a-H offm an Bearings Corp.

Profits, Not 
Wage Costs, 
Boost Prices
Federal Reserve Sludy 
Backs Labor’s Charges

Capitalist newspapers this 
week almost completely sup- 

i pressed the most sensational 
and important news about high 
prices that has come from 
Washington in months.

This was the report in the 
latest Federal Reserve Board 
bulletin, issued Sept. 23, con
firm in g  the charges of organized 
labor th a t high prices arc the re
su lt of pro fiteering and not of in 
creased production co§ts, pa rticu 
la rly  h igher wages.

The Federal Reserve bu lle tin  re 
veals tha t the pro fits  of m anufac
tu ring  and m ercantile concerns 
have gone up faster than the ir 
costs. I t  gives the lie d irect to the 
corporation propaganda th a t pres
ent h igh prices are a result of h igh 
er wages and other production 
costs.

A study of 2,600 leading compan
ies, states the Federal Reserve bu l
le tin , discloses th a t p ro fit margins 
“ increased s ign ifican t]^”  l o t  .mostj 
corporafcioiis in' 1946, the very year 
when labor won its  highest , wage 
boosts.

"D uring  1946 most businesses ex
perienced not only a larger do lla r 
volume of operations but -also a 
greater volume of pro fits fo r each 
do lla r of business transacted,”  the 
Federal Reserve Board reports.

“ In  other words," i t  added, “ the 
u n it price increases in the products 
of most m anufacturing and trade 
concerns were not matched by p ro
portionate increases in  the ir to ta l 
u n it costs.”  Prices—and pro fits— 
rose more than costs.

17 B ILL IO N S  IN  1947
Corporate pro fits  th is  year are 

runn ing  a t a rate of about $17 b il
lion annually compared to $12 b il
lion  last year. Prices are 2571 
higher. Wages have gone up less 
than 10%.

The steel industry  offers an ou t
standing example of how the m on
opolies have used the pre text of 
h igher costs, especially wages, to 
boost prices sky-h igh and rake in 
bigger profits.

Harvey W. Brown, president of 
the In te rna tiona l Association of 
M achinists, last week charged th a t 
the steel industry lifte d  its  prices 
8.6 cents on the do lla r to offset a 
coal m iners’ raise th a t ' increased 
the cost of steel production by only 
e igh t-ten ths o f a cent on the do l
lar.

The price increase fo r steel was 
thus ten times as great as the in 
creased production cost. There ’s 
where your money goes.

Labor Must Begin Drive 
To Protect Real Wages

B y  A r t  P re is

A  m a jo r  u n io n  d r iv e  on th e  w ag e  fro n t  has  be-’ 
com e im p e ra tiv e . O n ly  such a c tio n  can prevent: 
th e  d iz z y  rise  in  prices  fro m  s lash ing  liv in g  s tan d *  
a rd s  to  h u n g e r levels.

S u b s ta n tia l w ag e  boosts, p ro te c te d  b y  c o st-o f- 
liv in g  bonuses, p ro v id in g  a u to m a tic  increases  fo r  
e v e ry  fu r th e r  rise  in  liv in g  costs, a re  th e  o n ly  im 
m e d ia te  an d  re a lis tic  d efen se  a g a in s t th e  in to le r-

Ohio PA C Groups Run Independent Candidates

Murray or Lewis for 
President in 1948, 
Auto Local Urges

F L IN T , Mich., Sept. 22 — Chevrolet Local 659 of the 
U A W -C IO  at its last membership meeting voted enthusiastic^ 
ally for a resolution advocating the establishment of a national 
Labor Party so that the workers “may run a labor leader such 
as Philip Murray or John L. Lewis for President in 1948.“ 
The text of the resolution.

Goodrich Local 5, moved to strike 
ou t the phrase "abide by the law 
end our way of life .”

Speaking on the amendment, Gel- 
ler said, " I  do no t know whether 
the resolutions committee m eknt to 
U n it or qua lify  democratic rights 
or to restric t the enjoym ent of lib 
erty to those who abiue by the law 
and our way of life .

“ As fo r me, as long as the T a ft-  
H artley Law remains on the book, 
I  w ill not be a law abid ing citizen.” 

Labor did not grow by abid ing by 
reactionary union busting laws, but 
by vigorously f ig h tin g  against them.

"As fo r our way of life ,”  Geller 
continued, “ th a t rnubh abused 
phrase is subject to many in te rp re 
tations. I f  you mean the way of 
life  being prepared fo r us by Sen
ator T a ft  . . .  I  do not subscribe 
to i t  and never w ill.”

The resolutions committee, being 
provoked in to  a discuss-.on or this 
point, revealed its  th in k in g  on the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  Act, when the ch a ir
man said, "W e are law -abid ing c it i
zens and m ust live under the laws 
of the land. .Our representatives in 
Congress are /the chosen spokesmen 
fo r the vast m a jo rity  of the people, 
and we m ust abide by the law-s they 
pass.”

This moss-back conservative stand 
was overwhelm ingly repudiated by 
the convention which voted by a 
large m a jo rity  to concur in  G cl-

(Continued on Page 2)

Labor political developments 
of major significance are shap
ing up in Ohio. C IO  Political 
A c t i o n  Committee (P A C) 
groups in three key cities, Day- 
ton, Youngstown and Cleve
land, are running their own in
dependent labor candidates in 
local elections against both 
Democrats and Republicans.

S im ila r campaigns have been con
ducted during the past months in 
Oakland, Chicago and other union 
centers. A  trend of independent 
labor po litica l action is beginning 
to emerge th a t may f ix  a new and 
progressive national po litica l p a t
tern.

An insp iring  pre lim ina ry  v ic tory 
has already been scored in  Dayton 
where two PAC-sponsored candi
dates were nom inated in  the August 
prim ary fo r C ity  Commission and 
w ill run  as independents against 
a Democrat and a Republican in 
the November elections. Charles 

E. Sims, Dayton C IO  Council Presi

dent, got the highest vote ever re 
ceived in anv s im ila r prim ary.

Youngstown steehvorksrs a r c  
campaigning to elect the ir owrn can
didate to C ity Council. John Aus- 
nehmer. a leading member of CIO  
United Steel Workers Local 1330 at 
Carnegie - I llin o is ' big Ohio Works. 
He is runn ing in the F ourth  Ward, 
previousl;, a Democratic stronghold. 
The Local 1330 Politica l Action 
Committee has launched a vigorous 
campaign tha t is arousing wide
spread enthusiasm. lo r  Ausnehmer 
as an avowed independent labor 
candidate.

The newest swing toward inde
pendent l a b o r  candidates is in 
Cleveland, w’here CIO  Politica l Ac
tion Committee clubs in  two work
ing class wards are sponsoring 
prom inent unionists for C ity  Coun
cil. The 22nd Ward PAC group is 
cam paigning for Robert S ivert, of 
the In te rn a tion a l Association of 
Machinists, and the 32nd W ard 
PAC is backing John DeVito, Presi
dent of C IO  United Auto Workers 
Local 45 a t Fisher Body.

These PAC campaigns in Ohio

are straws in the wind. They re- 
j fleet the growing desire among 
workers everywhere to break away 
from  the old var.xrup t policy of 
supporting cap ita lis t candidates of 
the B ig Business parties. Demo
cratic  and Republican. They po in t 
the way tow'ard a great march fo r
ward on the po litica l field by Am er
ican labor.

Here is the answer to the po litica l 
dilemma of the American workers 
who are caught between the two 
boss parties. They do not have to 
create completely new m aciiinery 
fo r genuine independent labor po
lit ic a l action. They already havo 
a developed organization in  PAC, 
which can quickly be converted a il 
over the country in to  a h ig h ly -c f- 
fective apparatus fo r running and 
electing labor's bwn candidates on 
labor’s own program.

Such a policy, in  fact, w ill re
vitalize PAC and inspire a tre 
mendous response from  the workers 
and the ir allies among oppressed 
racial m inorities, the low'er m iddle 
class and poor farmers. The latest 
attem pt of PAC to sell a candidate

o f the discredited Democratic Party, 
in  the Congressional race in the 
Allcntow'n, Pa., area, proved a fiasco. 
I t  is clear tha t only by running 
candidates free of the ta in t of the 
two old parties w'ill labor make 
real po litica l strides.

I t  is precisely along th is  line tha t 
PAC w ill grow in strength and in - 

I fluence. I t  w ill become a powerful 
! a ttrac tive  force fo r a ll unionists, 
includ ing members of the AFL, and 

1 establish the possibility fo r broad 
united labor po litica l action. Once 
the trend reflected in  Ohio de
velops in to  a broad movement, a 
solid basis fo r the form ation of a 
national labor pa rty  w ill have been 
established.

1 Those who oppose the idea of a 
labor party, especially the top union 

i offic ia ls, usualy argue th a t i t  is 
, not practical now. The proof to the 
contrary is the developments in 

; Ohio and elsewhere which indicate 
the great possib ility o f u tiliz ing  
PAC as a powerful lever of real 
independent labor politics leading 
toward a labor party.

which will be presented to the 
coming national convention of 
the U A W  in November, reads 
as follows :

Whereas: The T a ft-H a rtle y  B ill 
has succeeded in  destroying many 
of labor's gains o f the past 150 
years, w h ile w'e are inform ed th a t 
both the Democrats and Republi
cans in tend to subm it legislation in 
the 81st Congress fa r more drastic 
than the T a ft-H a rtle y  B ill, and

Whereas: T h is  a ll out offensive 
against the labor movement gives 
w arn ing th a t while labor is a tre 
mendous power economically i t  is 
po litica lly  helpless before the com
bined attack of*’ the tw o-party  sys
tem of Big Business, and

Whereas: The po litica l weakness 
of labor stems from  its fa ilu re  to 
establish a new party based on 
labor and its  fa ilure to run cand i
dates fo r office from  the ranks of 
the union movement, and

W'hereas: I t  is mast apparent th a t 
in  the state of M ichigan, where the 
UAW -C IO  has the bulk of its mem
bership, close to h a lf a m illion  
workers, a labor party  can be es
tablished, and

•Whereas: The U A W -C IO  is the 
largest, most m ilita n t and progres

sive union in  the country, can and 
should set the course fo r independ
ent workers po iltica l action by push
ing fo r the form ation o f a N a tio n a l 
Labor Party;

Therefore be i t  resolved? T h a t 
Chevrolet Local 659, U A W -C IO  re $  
quests the 11th In te rn a tion a l Conyf 
vention o f the U A W -C IO  to in^'i 
s truc t its  incom ing officers to c a ll 
a conference in  the state of M icbAi 
igan w ith in  90 days fo r the purpose; 
of organizing a Labor P a r ty  ‘ind 
M ich igan;

Be i t  fu rth e r resolved: T h a t the 
newly elected officers do everything' 
in  the ir power to help build Labor 
Parties in a ll the states o f tb itf 
country w ith  the objective of cs-s 
tablishing a N ational Labor P a rty  
so th a t we may run a labor leader 
such as P h ilip  M urray or John L.- 
Lewis for President in  1948:

Be i t  fu rth e r resolved: T h a t 
Pub lic ity Departm ent, Educational* 
Departm ent and tile  press o f j | | |  
UAW  be used to educate and furthej? 
the cause of the Labor Party ; a n d .:

Be i t  fu rth e r resolved: T h a t copl^S 
of th is  resolution be sent to . jjiu ;  
locals of the U A W -C IO , the top 'iof- 
licers of the UAW . the ResolUhqjiis 
com m ittee of the 11th annual Con
vention.

COST-OF-LIVING BONUS DEMAND 
IS ANSWER TO RISING PRICES

RUBBER UNIONISTS 
TO SPURN NRLB

B y  J oseph A n d re w s
BOSTON, Sept. 20 —  Five hundred delegates to the 12th 

annual convention of the C IO  United Rubber Workers this 
week decisively repudiated President L. S. Buckmaster’s pro
posal that the union qualify to use the N LR B  under the Taft- 
Hartley Slave Labor Law.

Thus, the first convention of an important C IO  union
since the passage ot the law 
has provided a militant lead 
for the coming conventions of 
the United Electrical Workers, 
Auto Workers and others 
which will be held this year.

In  his keynote speecn opening 
the convention, Buckmaster pleaded 
w ith  the delegates to reverse the 
stand taken by the In ternationa l 
Executive Board to boycott the 
NLRB. He wanted the URW A to 
go on record, prior, to the C IO  con
vention which w ill take place next 
m onth in Boston, to make use of 
and live w ith  the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act.

The proposal aroused great oppo
sition in  the convention. Conscious 
o f this, Buckmaster maneuvered to 
s ta ll the report of the resolutions 
committee, which he controlled, so 
tha t th is . key po in t would come 
up very late in the convention, when 
many delegates would have le ft and 
fu ll discussion would be impossible.

B u t the Issue was catapulted onto 
the floo r by a discussion over a 
proposed amendment to a resolu
tion  dealing w ith  the democratic 
righ ts  of a ll m ino rity  groups. The 
resolutions committee recommended 
a resolution which advocated com
plete equality fo r a ll groups re
gardless of race, creed, re lig ion or 
po litica l a ff ilia tio n  “ who abide by 
the law and our way of life .” 
AM END M ENT PROPOSED

The amendment, proposed by 
Delegate Jules G eller of Akron

ab le  h ig h  cost o f l iv in g .H
N o o th e r course  r e 

m ains  open to  la b o r. A ll 
ap p ea ls  to  th e  p ro fite e rs  
to  “ re s tra in ”  them selves  
a re  s o  m u c h  w as ted
b re a th . A n y  e x p e c ta tio n
tha t the cap ita lis t government in 
tends to “ ro ll back”  prices is an 
illusion.

The chief po litica l spokesmen for 
B ig Business arc fu lly  aware tha t 
the m ajor immediate th rea t to big 
corporation profiteers and price- 
gougers lies in a national wage 
drive. T h a t is why they have opened 
a preventive campaign against wage 
increases.

This campaign was signaled by 
Republican Senator T a ft last week 
in  his “ s ix -po in t”  program—the 
f irs t  and  m a in  po in t being the 
“ stab iliza tion”  of wages—th a t Is, a 
wage freeze. ’
The CIO  News last week reflected 

the growing desperation of the work
ers. “ I f  the trend continues a t the 
present rate much longer,”  writes 
the CIO  paper, “ American workers 
w il fin d  themselves in about the 
same economic position they were 
back in  1939. T h a t is, they w ill un
less they receive another round of 
pay increases.”

I f  price rises do not h a lt quickly, 
adds the CTO News, “ working men 
and women, through th e ir unions, 
w ill demand wage increases. They 
w ill have to do so i f  they are to 
m ainta in  a decent standard of l iv 
ing.”

B u t there is no sign th a t prices 
w il soon reverse th e ir prcsent,trend. 
The corporations are on the ir w ild 
est spree in  history. Neither Dem
ocrats nor Republicans o ffe r the 
slightest prospect of re lie f from  high 
prices.

Since 1943 union leaders have 
pleaded repeatedly fo r a “ ro ll-back”  
of prices—yet prices shoot h igher 
every time. The only temporary 
protection the workers have gained 
is through the ir struggles fo r  h ig h 
er wages.

Now i t  is apparent tha t f la t  wage 
increases alone do not- meet the 
th rea t o f constantly ris ing prices. 
Every wage increase has soon been 
wiped out by fu rth e r price increases.

There wculd have been a d iffe re n t 
story to tell, however, i f  during the 
past struggle fo r h igher wages the 
workers had also fought fo r a cost- 
o f- liv in g  bonus (sometimes called 
the slid ing scale of wages or . the 
escalator wage clause).

Prom June, 1946, to Sept. 22, 1947. 
the cost of liv ing  has soared no t less 
than 35%. Under a cost-o f-liv ing  
bonus system, workers today wqujct 
be getting .35% more wages' hr 're jg-f 
tion  to prices. And’ every fu rth e r 
price rise would bring a correspond
ing wage increase.

Under such a cos t-o f-liv ing  bonus’ 
clause, the S inc la ir O il Workers, a f
filia ted  w ith  the C IO  O il Workers'; 
In te rn a tion a l Union, secured a to 
ta l of 28 cents an hour in  wage in 
creases between Oct. 1946 and June 
1947. O ther C IO  unions received 
gains o f from  8 to 15 cents in  the 
same period.

The cost-o f-liv ing  bonus adjusted 
to liv in g  costs does not supplant 
the basic wage scale, bu t supple
ments it. I t  protects the rea l 
wages during a period o f price in 
fla tion.

W ith  the  p ro fite e rs  and specula
tors sending prices on an unre
strained rampage, labor has no 
choX'C but to launch a  ^m ilitant 
d rive  fo r  basic wage increases p ro 
tected by ?, cos t-c f-liv ing  bonus 
clauoe.
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Lewis—His Strength and His Weakness
B y A r t  F re is

The recent APL Executive Council meeting reveal
ed again the worst and the best among the top 
Am erican trade un ion leaders. D uring  a sharp dis
pute over compliance ......  ...
w ith  the T a ft-K a r t-  
Icy A c t in  the m at
ter o f filin g  affidavits 
of non-com m unist a f
f ilia tio n , J o h n  L.
Lewis once m o re  
showed how fa r he 
stands above the run - 
o f-the-m ine u n i o n  
leaders.

A ll the other lead
ing APL officials were 
ready to capitulate 
and sign affidavits.
The United M i n e  
W orkers President 
took a; f irm  princip led 
stand against subm it
t ing  in  the slightest 
degree to the in fa 
mous Slave Labor 
Act. He thereby tem 
po rarily  blocked an A l'L  surrender on the disputed 
issue. B u t i t  is expected to provide the m a jo r debate 
before tbs coming APL convention in  San Francisco.

Lewis berated his colleagues as cowards and weak
lings. He correctly contended th a t organized labor 
cannot both subm it to the Slave Labor Law and 
f ig h t it .  Each such act of submission, he pointed out,

would underm ine and weaken labor in a "w ar of 
a t tn l io n ”  th a t would eventually render the unions 
altogether helpless. He proposed instead a vigorous 
and unre lenting struggle against the T a ft-H a rtle y  
A c t m all its  parts and as a whole.

M ilita n t un ion men and women, regardless of 
a ffilia tion , w ill applaud Lewis’ stand. As against the 
vac illa ting  and cringing a ttitude of other union lead
ers, they w ill uphold the bold and aggressive position 
voiced by Lewis. Lewis fights, he has guts; and th a t’s 
the least the American workers should expect from  
those who head the ir unions.

But th a t is only the beginning of thé m atter. 
Levels said a great deal a t the A FL Executive Council 
meeting—but he did not say enough; or rather, lie 
stopped short of the most, im portan t th ing  of all. He 
said Am erican labor must f ig h t—but he did not say 
HOW i t  m ust figh t. He offered no th ing specific by 
way of a program. For on the arena of po litica l 
action—where the issue of the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act w ill 
be f in a lly  and conclusively decided—Lewis d iffe rs in  
no fundam ental respect from  the very union leaders 
he so ju s tifia b ly  castigated.

Let us imagine Lewis speaking before the AFL 
delegates a t the San Francisco convention. He scath
ing ly  rips to pieces the tim orous arguments of Green, 
Tobin and the other snivelling counsellors o f retreat. 
W ith  his we ll-know n powers o f oratory, Lewis arouses 
the delegates to fig h tin g  enthusiasm fo r a show-down 
struggle against the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act. And then . . . ?

' B u t th a t is all. Lewis takes.-,them no furthe r. Drive 
ou t the Representatives and Senators who voted for 
the  an ti- la bo r law, Lewis has told them. B u t how 
is . th is  to be done? Lewis has no answer, other than

• the sliop-w om , shoddy po litica l policy trad ition a lly  
peddled by the old-line union fakers: Vote in  some 
other cap ita lis t po litic ians of W all Street’s Republi
can or, Dempcratic parties. • - V .

This lack of , real po litica l understanding and per
spective on the pa rt of Lewis underlines all the more 
sharply the basic weakness of/ the union leadership 
as a whole.

I t  was Lewis who led the break w ith  APL c ra ft- 
unionism in  1935 and organized the m ighty industria l 
union movement of the CIO. I t  wtfs Lewis who re
peatedly defied the powers of the cap ita lis t state du r
ing the war, w h ile the other top labor o ffic ia ls  were 
in  retreat, ant} ..led the miners to m agnificent v ic 
tories. I t  w as ’ Lswis who again dared to confront 
the government in a 13-month "Struggle th a t ended 
last- July w ith  the m iners' greatest wage gains. And 
today Lewis defies the entire leadership of tire APL 
in ills  princip led stand on the NLRB and the a n ti
com m unist affidavits.

B u t there is another side tô Çswig. He is. p it ifu lly  
lacking in  a broad comprehension sftf po litica l rea li
ties. He continues to trade in  the sm all coin of 
po litica l deals w ith  the e n e m i^ T p i.  labor. He is 
chained to narrow  and antiquated concept ions of the 
struggle between capita l and labcu.J-...V

Lewis as early as 1937, r du ring"'the  L itt le  Steel 
Strike, could dare to challenge the demagogy of 
Roosevelt and expose the fràudulence of the Demo
cratic P arty  as a “ friend of labo r/’. B u t the same 
Lewis could support the openly pro-B ig Business 
Republican Party in  1940 arid 1944.

Now, a fte r the Republican-dominated Congress 
iias passed the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act, w hat has Lewis

B y  A r t  P re is

Lower Wages Sought By 
Senator (Eat Less) Taft

a Freedom T ra in ”  Docum ent

B y A r th u r  B u rc h

In  his campaign to obtain the 
Republican presidential nomin
ation Sen. Robert A. Taft last 
week. outlined to his wealthy 
cronies of the San Francisco 
Commonwealth Club a six- 
point program on high prices. 
I t  is a frank  class program  directed 
against labor and calculated to aid 
big Business whom T a ft  fa ith fu lly  1 
represents.

According to the N. Y. Times he 
proposes “ to discourage a ll wage in 
creases; to seek a stab iliza tion of 
prices and wages in the hope tha t 
an increase in  supply and some de- ! 
crease in  the abnormal demand w ill 
bring prices down; to reduce govern
m ental expenses and taxes; to .re- : 
s tr ic t exports; to educate business 
’ to reduce some of the ir p ro fits  Uyx  
cu tting  prices; to undertake a cam - ( 
•pa'igri to encourage vo lun ta ry cu r
ta ilm en t Jn consumption of products 
like m eat.”

Together w ith  his wealthy spon
sors, T a ft is worried about the ris- i 
ing cost of liv ing . Here is why: : 
He knows i t  is only a question o f ! 
tim e before the reduced purchasing ■ 
power o£J the masses must force a 
sharp drop in  production heralding 
the next depression and huge un 
employment.

T a ft ’s program is calculated to 
hold o ff  th is  evil day as long as 
possible fo r he fears the inevitable 
s triv ing  of the people toward the 
goal of socialism. To use his own 
words, they “ m igh t try  some system

f  TA FT

which did not have to reach its goal 
through periods o f heavy unemploy
m ent’ ’—an obvious admission of the 
benefits of socialism.

K E Y  PO IN T
The key point, in  T a f t ’s program is 

the freezing o f wage:;. He continues 
the fic tio n  tha t wage increases are 
responsible fo r price increases, de
spite convincing proof to the con
trary . During t lic  war when wages 
were frozen, prices began the ir up
ward spiral, w ith  black m arket op
erations and deterio ration of goods 
p a rtia lly  cam ouflaging the real rise 
in prices. When wage increases 
were obtained in  steel arid auto, the 
CIO correctly pointed out th a t the 
steel and auto barons could continue 
m aking sizable pro fits  w ithou t price 
increases but Big Business figured 
it could fu rth e r m u lc t the public 
and blame it  on the measly wage 
rises.

The recent bdost in  the price of 
steel was a signal to  all other m on
opolists to d ip  in to the consumer’s 
do lla r as much as the tra ff ic  would 
bear. T a ft  now wants to s h ift the 
responsibility for the in fla tio na ry  
wave onto labor.

T a ft tries to blame T rum an for 
the previous wage increases although 
he is fu lly  aware th a t the workers 
had to f ig h t every inch of the way 
to gain even this sm all wage con
cessions. In  these labor struggles 
against General Motors, the steel 
monopolists, shipbuilders, etc.. T ru 
man e ither kept hands o ff or aided 
the profiteers. He was responsible 
for breaking the ra ilroad strike and 
aid ever:, th ing  in  his power to check
mate the miners. But T a f t  is s till 
net satisfied. He th inks B ig Busi
ness m igh t have avoided even the 
small wage boosts of last spring if  
the Case B ill had not been vetoed 
b;. T rum an.

T a ft says that, prices can be stab i
lized i f  the workers are forced to

îcduce the ir purchases. This can 
be done c ither through a wage re
duction or freezing wages while 
prices continue to skyrocket. Then 
no government controls w ill be ne
cessary. Under capitalism  the w ork
er’s lim ited pocketbook is the best 
“ regulator”  of purcha ing power. 
The wealthy w ill keen on g lu tting  
themselves while the workers w ill 
be forced in to “ vo lun ta ry”  rationing.

AG AIN ST PRICE CONTROL
T a ft, like T rum an and the other 

cap ita lis t politic ians, is against gov
ernm ent price contro l not because 
it-'is an effective instrum ent against 
B ig • Business but. ra ther because it 
■further exposes the class nature of 
thé W ashington government as the 
•tool of monopolists. Moreover, the 
industria lis ts  know how to flou t 
government contro l by curta iling  
production and u tiliz ing  the black 
m arket but thev balk even at the 
slightest restrictions on the ir arena 

; f o r  pro fit-gouging.
’ Ta f t  is anxious to reduce govern

ment expenses and taxes. B u t T a ft's  
specific proposal' fo r a, tax reduc- 

- tion  would mean a saving of less 
than a week’s salary fo r  the work
ers w h ile taxes of the monopolists 
would be cut by thoirsands of dollars.

T a ft is  fo r restric ting  exports. He 
would pu t the whole 'world on a 
starvation diet. “ E a t ’ less”  is his 
m otto for the workers throughout 
the world, includ ing th is  country.

T a ft would educate Big Business 
to lower the ir profits. But his per
suasion w ill acomplish as li t t le  as 
did T rum an ’s.

T a f t ’s last point, a campaign to 
induce the people to “ eat less,”  is 
already being carried out under T ru 
man.. ■ The inadequacy of existing 
wage scales acomplishes th is p u r
pose fa r better than any campaign.

NO W EASEL WORDS
Although T a ft tries to saddle the 

blame fo r in fla tio n  on the Demo
cratic adm in is tra tion , there is no 
fundam ental difference between his 
program and Trum an's. T a ft is a 
lit t le  franke r than the rest. He 
i  peaks openly and unashamedly on 
behalf of Big Business. He does not 
cover up w ith  weasel words in  the 
tra d itio n  o f Roosevelt and Wallace. 
As a spokesman fo r the monopolists 
he is loyal to his trust, and speaks 
boldly in the ir defense.

I f  only the o ffic ia l labor leaders 
1 were h a lf as bold and loyal to the 
1 class they represent as T a ft is to his! 

In  th a t event they would confront 
T a ft's  an ti-labo r program w ith  then- 
own class program and enter one of 
the ir own number in  the presidential 
race. M illions of workers are hoping 
fo r an opportun ity  to vote fo r then- 
own interests against the monopo
lists—and not for a Trum an, a 
Dewey, a Wallace, or some other 
watchdog of Big Business.

Abraham Linco ln ’s, emancipation proclamation freeing brie slaves 
is put in to  an a ir - t ig h t sealed plastic case for the nation-w ide tou r of 
the "Freedom T urin ." ' W hen the, “ Freedom T ra in "  ceremonies began 
in  Philadelphia, two conscientious Objectors were arrested fo r dis
trib u tin g  anti-conscription leaflets. .

Federated Pictures

(Continued from  Page 1) +
le r’s amendment. This vote came 
a fte r George R. Bass, President of 
Goodrich Local 5, s a i d ,  “ Labor 
should feel perfectly free to ignore 
any law which is designed to wreck 
unions. We bu ilt the CIO by f ig h t
ing against in junctions.”

PO LICY OF RETREAT
Since the whole question had a l

ready been pushed onto the floor, 
the resolutions committee came out 
w ith  its program on tire T a ft-H a r t
ley Act, advocating th a t the URW A 
qualify  under the act by having all 
officers register. A fte r several 
speeches against th is  policy of re
treat, the convention referred the 
m atter to the incoming executive 
board, which is made up of a m a
jo r ity  of members who are com
m itted to a policy of boycotting the 
NLRB.

A lthough th is was the most im 
portant v ictory fo r the progressives 
in  tlie  convention, i t  was not the 
only victory.

Early in  the convention the dele
gates showed the ir state of m ind 
by sum m arily re jecting a proposal 
of the Laws Committee to increase 
President Buckmaster’s salary from  
$6,500 a year to $7,000. Later i t  was 
reported tha t Buckmaster private ly 
complained about being denied a 
15 cents an hour increase.

In  addition, a proposal to increase 
dues from  $1.50 to $2 a m onth was 
roundly defeated. The convention 
passed an amendment allowing 
local unions to increase the ir dues 
w ith  a ll of tlie  increase going to the 
local union. T h is  was designed to 
provide re lie f to small locals which 
cannot get by on the $1.50.

A long and ra the r vague discus
sion took place on the question of 
amending the constitu tion to p ro
vide fo r the election of the O rgani
zation D irector, who is now an ap
pointed o ffic ia l. The present d i
rector, H a rry  Eagle, has long been 
the center o f controversy in the 
union. Considered to be a S ta lin is t, 
his power rests on a machine of 
In te rn a tion a l Organizers. For years 
he aided tlie  In te rna tiona l offic ia ls 
against the m ilita n t opopsition of 
the Akron locals.

This year he appealed to the 
Akron locals fo r support against 
Buckmaster, whose policies w ill lead 
inevitably to the dum ping of Eagle.

to propose? W hat w ill he te ll the A FL delegates?
Surely, he cannot in  good conscience te ll them  

to vote Republican in  1948. Vote fo r the pa rty  of 
the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act— th a t would be a monstrous 
betrayal!

Can he te ll them to vote the Democratic ticke t— 
the pa rty  he correctly denounced years ago? Can 
he te ll them  to back the party  of Trum an who tried 
to break the mine strike last year, called for a 
d ra ft-s trike rs  law, incited an in junc tion  against the 
miners, led the whole howling pack of reaction against 
the UMW?

Y et Lewis offers no other course. L ike the other 
union;,leaders, lie points no way out of the po litica l 
dilemma of American labor. L ike them, he na r
row-m indedly shuns and opposes the form ation of 
laboris own party. He too stands as an obstacle in 
the way of the next great forward leap of the Am er
ican labor movement.

This fundam ental weakness overshadows Lewis’ 
outstanding positive qualities as a union leader. Be
cause the questions o f po litica l action is so decisive 
today, th is weakness nu llifies the merits by which he 
shines in  contrast to other union leaders.

The shortcomings of a man like Lewis demon
strate w hat a thorough overhauling the American 
trade union leadership requires. The new leaders 
w ill have the "(elementary qualities of courage and 
aggressiveness. B u t they w ill fa r  surpass Lewis be
cause they w ill have rib tjigs to the cap ita lis t system 
fmd its po litica l machines. They w ill have a deeper 
understanding of th ^ *  fundam ental problems of the 
workers, a keener ap jjra isal of the class forces that 
dominate our time, arid a far-reaching, effective work- 
ing-elass program o f social and po litica l action.

I t  has long been known th a t Buck- 
master would like to get r id  ol 
Eagle and his clique, under the im 
pulse of the top C IO  officers’ drive 
to get r id  of S ta lin is t influence 
wherever they can.

STALIN ISTS DEFEATED
Eagle and his group had hoped 

to push through the amendment 
provid ing fe r his election, since he 
fe lt he had a necessary vote to get 
elected. B u t the tw o-th irds  m a jo r
ity  to pass an amendment could not 
be mustered by the Stalin ists arid 
the allies they had gathered to 
gether.

I t  was a ra the r comical fact tha t 
those who in  the past had fought 
fo r the election of the Organiza
tional D irector, in  an e ffo rt to get 
rid  o f Eagle, opposed the election 
a t th is  convention, while the S ta lin 
ists, who had been against th is  in 
the past, pu t up a grejjfc’ hue and 
cry about “ democracy” in an effort 
to push th is measure across. Most 
o f the non -S ta lin is t progressive 
forces in  t lie  convention voted fo r 
the amendment, but Buckmaster 
gathered together enougli of a vote 
to prevent a tw o -th irds  njLjajority, ,..

There was no opposition on the 
convention floo r to the election of 
the present officers. Caucus com
binations had mentioned running 
George R. Bass against Buckmaster, 
but although all in form ed delegates 
fe lt i t  would be a very close race, 
i t  was reported tha t Bass fe lt i t  
was too scon for a decisive test.

The In te rn a tion a l Executive Board 
was considerably changed. I t  was 
cleaned o f a ll pro-Buckm aster men, 
and now consists o f a loose alliance 
between a few S ta lin ists and a group 
of non-S ta lin is t m ilitan ts  who re
acted strongly .against Buckm aster’s 
conservative stand, f t  remains to 
be seen whether the S ta lin ists 
emerged stronger from  th is  conven
tion.

By and large, th is  was tlie 'm o s t 
progressive convention held by the 
rubber workers in many years. The 
independence of the delegates from  
dom ination of In te rna tiona l officials 
was marked, and rem iniscent of the 
m ilita n t sp ir it so characteristic of 
the UAW.

L.A. Unionists 
Arrested fo r 
Picketing Taft

By A1 L yn n

LOS A N G ELES, Sept. 17— 
Chanting “We W ant Union 
Men in Congress,” more than 
1000 working men and women

keted Senator Taft, co-au
thor cf the infamous Slave La
bor Law, last night. The dem
onstrators, members of CIO, 
A F L , and Railway Brother
hood unions, and solid ly backed by 
members of the Socialist Workers 
Party, came out in response to the 
call c f the C IO  which is organizing 
picket lines against T a ft  wherever 
he appears in Californ ia .

The slogan was begun by members 
c f the SWP. and was immediately 
and enthusiastically taken up by the 
entire line includ ing rank and file  
Communist: P arty members. The 
leaders of tha t party  failed miserably 
in the ir attempts to prevent th is 
slogan from  catching on because 
i t  so obviously repz'esented the an
swer to the T a ft-H a rtle y  B ill.

T a ft  rolled up to the doorway in
slick, plush black limousine to 

s^eak to an audience of business
men. . Stepping outside the car he 
was immediately surrounded by a 
guard consisting o f a h a lf dozen 
goons. and ; a double row of u n i
formed police. A fte r a moment's 
pause ,to survey the threatening 
crowd q u ic k . scurried through 
the entrance, barely escaping the 
w rath of the angry workers who 
forcefu lly  surged up against the po
lice lines, jeering and booing.

Police arrested six of the pickets 
fo r “ m asqueradirt; w ithou t a l i 
cense.”  They had committed the 
heinous crime of looking "ike T a ft 
and carry ing  banners leading “ I 
may look like T a ft but I 'm  no stooge 

i fo r the N. A. M ." They were held 
on bail o f $500 each. The police 
also restrained the UAW  from  op
erating its  sound truck except for 
the purpose o f disbanding the picket 
line.

T a ft's  C a lifo rn ia  tour w ill u n 
doubtedly have the e ffect of b ring 
ing v iv id l. to the atten tion of the 
labor movement the need fo r inde
pendent po litica l action on tne part
nf lnhnv

Cleveland workers w ill have the 
opportunity of voting fo r the ir own 
candidates fo r c ity  council from  
the 22nd and 32nd Wards. Two 
prom inent unionists, w ith  long and 
honorable records as m ilita n t f ig h t-  ; 
ers fo r labor, have entered the 'elec
tions as avowed independent labor 
candidates.

Robert A. Sivert, member of the 
In te rna tiona l Association of M a
chinists and a staunch union man 
fo r 30 years, Is challenging the 
Democrats and Republicans in  . the 
22nd Ward.

He is endorsed by the Wand 22 
Jo in t Labor PAC. He is cam paign
ing on a program calling fo r m un i
cipal ren t contro l and no evictions, 
more m unicipal recreation facilities 
and playgrounds, opposition to in 
junctions and police in  strikes, re
sistance to the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act. 
etc.

Labor’s candidate in  the 32nd 
W ard is John DeVito, president of 
UAW  Fisher Body Locul 45. He 
h a ile d  several of the greatest strike 
struggles in  the c ity ’s h istory. He 
served in  the Navy during the war. 
His o ffic ia l campaign program  lists 
his sponsors, includ ing the Cuya
hoga County PAC-CIO , the D is tr ic t 
UAW  Council and eight UAW  lo 
cals, the W ard 32 PAC, C IO  steel, 
electrical and other locals, as well 
as the local In te rn a tion a l Associa
tion of M achin ists (independent) 
and Association o f Cleveland T ra in 
men (Brotherhood of Railroad 
Tra inm en).

*  *  #

The prolonged and b itte r C IO  
auto workers s trike  a t the Huck 
M anufacturing  Co., D e tro it, (pre
viously reported in  The M ilita n t) 
ended in v ictory fo r UAW  Local 
212 on Sept. 14. The company was 
forced to back down on its  demand 
fo r an incentive, speed-up plan and 
to g ran t a 15-cent hourly  increase 
w ith  retroactive pay averaging $45.

*  *  *

H arry  Lundeberg, head of . the 
A FL Sailors Union of the Pacific, 
has long described him self ' as 
“ against po litics.”  H is “ a n ti-p o li

t ic a l”  a ttitude  combined w ith  rab id 
red -ba iting  has landed h im  fin a lly  
where you’d expect. Just when the 
C a lifo rn ia  A PL has declared Re
publican G overnor W arren “ can no 
longer be considered a friend  of 
labor,’ ’ Lundeberg- discovers “ W arren 
has proved h im se lf a friend  and i f  
the labor movem ent doesn’t  support 
h im . i t ’s crazy.”

Last week, Lundeberg had a p a r
ley w ith  Senator T k tt ,  cd-anthor 
of the T a ft-H a rtle y  Slave Labor 
Law.- The SUP leader emerged 
w ith  k indW ords fo r th is  vicious en
emy of labor, c la im ing T a f t  “ doesn’t  
give you a lo t of sweet corn like  a 
lo t of these others.”

*  *

Youngstown steel workers are 
conscious of the s ignificance o f the ir 
campaign to elect th e ir  own labor 
candidate to C ity  Council from  the 
F ourth  W ard. M e rlin  Luce, in  h is 
column in  the Ohio W orks O rgan
izer, organ of C IO  Steelworkers 

j Local 1330, v iv id ly  describes the 
importance of th is  campaign.,

A lthough the possibilities ■ of 
achievement by th is  one labor coun
c ilm an w ill b£ lim ited , “ the possi- 

. b ilities spring ing fro m  his election 
are un lim ited ,” . M e rlin  states.

He recalls how a few .hundred 
men a t Concord Bridge in  1775 
k indled the flam e o f the Am erican 
Revolution and how John Brown 
w ith  fo rty  men a t Harpers Ferry in  
1859 lighted a spark th a t two years 
la ter flared in to  the great C iv il 
W ar to end Negro slavery. In  the 

1 early '30s a re lative hand fu l o f in 
dustria l workers defied company 
spies, Tear gas and death on the 
picket line to inspire the growth o f 
the great CIO.

“ A labor v ic tory in  Youngstown’s 
Fourth  W ard w ill echo through, the  
whole state of Ohio,”  writes M erlin . 
“ The in du s tria l workers can prove 
th is  year th a t they are reaching po
lit ic a l m a tu rity  and th a t from  now 
on labor Is going to shape w ith  Its  
own hands the d is tr ibu tion  o f wealth 
and the nature of society in  which 
we and our children are going to 
live.”

Rubber Union Spurns 
Submission to NLRB
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One Hundred Years of 
The Communist Manifesto

S c ie n t if ic  so c ia lism  is  th e  con
scious express ion  o f  the  unconscious 
h is to r ic a l p rocess; n a m e ly , the  in 
s t in c t iv e  and e le m e n ta l d r iv e  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t  to  re c o n s tru c t soc ie ty  on 
co m m u n is t b e g in n in g s . These o r 
g a n ic  tendencies in  the  psycho logy 
o f w o rk e rs  s p r in g  to  l i fe  w i th  u t 
m ost ra p id it y  today in  the  epoch 
o f  c rises and  w a rs .

— Leo n -T ro tsky , 1946

B y  J. R . Johnson

Wall Street Drive for New W ar 
Touches O ff Bitter Fight in UN

W e are approaching the one 
hundredth anniversary of the 
Communist M a n i f e s t o ,  the 
greatest document of the people 
that mankind has ever pro
duced. As the actual date of 
the anniversary approaches, all 
shadings in the socialist move
ment will have their say on the 
contemporary or historical sig
nificance of the Manifesto. 
Social - Democrats, Stalinists, 
all those who parade as Marx
ists and in reality betray the 
proletariat at every step, will 
make the most of the ceremonial 
occasion to pretend tha t they are 
the inheritors of Marxism.

They w ill do the ir best, but the 
M anifesto remains, and must a l
ways remain, the property only of 
th a t revolutionary party  which sees 
in  i t  a liv ing  document fo r the 
•th inking and guidance of revolu
tionary workers.

Here I  can po in t out only a few 
o f the various aspects of the M an i
festo which w ill be occupying our 
a tten tion in  this period of the an
niversary. Por nearly a century, i t  
has been the Bible whose study, 
appreciation and application marked 
the in it ia tio n  of an ind iv idua l in to  
the revolutionary crusade to build a 
new society. B ut i t  is not only rev
o lu tionary workers and intellectuals 
who have studied it.

No student, in  whatever culture 
or clime, in  universities from  one 
end of the world to another, could 
feel th a t he had become a part of 
thè educated elite o f c iv iliza tion  un 
t i l  he had at least read the M an i
festo and put i t  aside as past h is 
tory. I f  he graduated from  in te llec
tu a l ¡preoccupation in to  bourgeois 
politics or responsibilities, he was a l
ways haunted by the fear th a t one 
day the M anifesto m igh t indeed be 
removed from  the historica l a rch
ives and become in actua lity  the 
the 'orltical foundation fo r a new or
ganization of society. Enemies as 
Well', as friends studied orw em em - 
befed the Manifesto.

lienee, the Manifesto belongs to 
modem civ iliza tion and modern cu l
ture. Nothing, not even the burning 
o f books, could ever remove i t  from  
such a place.

Men could reject the road which 
M arx mapped out fo r human society 
in" the Manifesto. B u t no one could 
ever deny tha t he mapped a road, 
‘and th a t every step of i t  could be 
checked against the actual develop
m ent of society.

M arx wrote the Communist M an i
festo on the eve of the revolutions 
which swept Europe in  1848. This 
has seemed to many a happy acci
dent of h istory. Noth ing could be 
fu rth e r from  the tru th . In  rea lity  
i t  was only because o f the im m i
nence of revolution and the recogni-

Second A n n iv e rs a ry  
O f  V ie t  N a m  G o v t. 
H a ile d  b y  S W P

NEW YO R K, Sept. 23 — In  a 
message of greetings to ton igh t’s 
meeting celebrating the second an
niversary of the V ie t Nam Republic, 
James P. Cannon, national secre
ta ry  o f the Socialist Workers Party, 
declared:

‘‘As one of the f irs t  organizations 
in  th is  country to support the heroic 
f ig h t fo r freedom of the Ird o -C h i-  
nese people, the Socialist Workers 
P arty  salutes th is  second anniver
sary o f the independence of the 
V ie t Nam Republic. The bruta l 
attem pts of French im peria lism  to 
reconquer Indo-C h ina m ust be re
pulsed and w ill be defeated.

"Long live the complete inde
pendence of the V ie t Nam people 
from  a ll oppression! Long live the 
V ie t Nam R epublic!"

tion of th is  imminence by M arx 
tha t the Communist Manifesto could 
be w ritten  as i t  was.

W hat is most impressive, even to 
the most superficial or hostile read
er o f tlie  Manifesto, is the trem en
dous in tensity and momentum w ith  j 
which each aspect of bourgeois so- 

| ciety which M arx describes drives 
relentlessly to the next, leading in -  

, exorably to one u ltim ate  conclusion, 
the victory of the pro le tarian revo lu
tion. M arx in  the M anifesto de
fines the d istinctive task of the 
Communist as representing always 
the interests of the pro le ta ria t as a 
whole, the u ltim ate general results 
of the pro le tarian movement.

Ke could see th is  movement as a 
whole because he could see th a t \ 
the revolution was coming, and tha t, ' 
like every revolution, i t  would pose 

I u ltim ate questions of the whole fu -  
, tore of hum anity. The theoretical 
! drive and vigor w ith  which he wrote 
’ was based on the antic ipation o f the 
j actual drive and vigor w ith  which 
| the broad masses would explode in  
1 v io lent revolution. His theories were 
based on solid reck bottom because 

! they were bared on revolutionary 
confidence in the instinctive  and 

| elemental drive of the pro le taria t.

I t  Is this which has distinguished 
all the gr i .t Marxists and it is this 
which made of each of them the 
legitimate heir to Marx. Marx, and 
the great Marxist', could open up 
theoretical avenues because they 
knew always that the prole'uriat 
would open up hitherto unexplored 
reserves of human energy and re
sourcefulness in the revolution i t 
self.

One theme underlines the whole 
development o f the M anifesto—on 
the one hand, the growing incapa
city of the bourgeoisie, as compared 
w ith  its  past accomplishments, to 
represent the interests of the whole 
of hum an ity ; on the other hand, the 
ever-expanding union of the w'orkers

■ which would make them not only 
in to  a force ;to overthrow bourgeois 
society but also reveal the ir destiny 
as the creators c f a new freely as-

■ sociated hum anity.

According to M arx, i t  was the 
•‘constant revolutionizing of produc
tion, the un in terrupted disturbance 
ol a ll social relations, the everlast
ing uncerta inty and ag ita tion ”  of 
bourgeois society which would force 
man to face the fundam ental ques
tion  of "h i;; re lation w ith  his k in d .”

Today, bourgeois society is disin
tegrating before our very eves. All 
ii.tions face one aSiother with sus
picion and fear. Political opponents 
try to lead their followers into mu
tual hostility and hate. Nothing 
so distinguishes the strident shrieks 
and hopej of the bourgeoisie as their 
breeding of antagonisms, on the one 
hand, and their pleas for interna- 
11 .tional and class collaboration on 
the other.

On the other hand, nothing goes 
so deeply to the roots of the hopes 
and aspirations of the broad masses 
as the desire fo r in tim acy w ith  the ir 
kind, w ith  human beings like them 
selves a ll over the world. There is 
an irresistible, urge to establish new 
social ties, new bonds between peo- 

: pie, from  which each can draw new 
strength and confidence. Wendell 
W ilk ie  used the phrase "One W orld " 
and common men everywhere re 
sponded.

T h is yearning for new human re
lations, pervading the great masses 
of the people in -Europe, America 
and Asia, is in  itse lf a social force. 
I t  exists no t merely in the actual 
organized movements. These move
ments themselves take on a new 
color when men desire to jo in  some
th ing or somebody and thereby 
achieve some con tinu ity  of develop- 

1 ment in  the un in terrupted disturb- 
; ance of a ll social conditions, some 
perspective in  the everlasting uncer
ta in ty  and agitation of the modern 
world.

I M arx ends the firs t section o f the

M anifesto on the follow ing note; 
The advance of industry, whose in 
voluntary promoter is the bour
geoisie, replaces the isolation of the 
laborers, due to competition, by 
the ir revolutionary combination due 
to association. The development of 
modern industry, therefore, cuts 
from  under its  feet the very foun
dation on which the bourgeoisie 
produces and appropriates products. 
W hat the bourgeoisie therefore pro
duces above all, are its own grave
diggers. I ts  fa ll and the victory of 
the p ro le ta ria t are equally inevitable.

I t  is th is  un iting  in  action of the 
revo lutionary com bination ol so
cialized labor w ith  the need to cre
ate new social tics pervading all 
layers of society which w ill both 
usher in  and distinguish the new 
socialist society. The Soviets, the 
workers' councils, have shown us 
one fo rm  of human association 
which unites men from  the factory 
to the governmental power.

Th old sock ty is rotting. Its 
economics, its politics, its ,m°rals 
are blighted h;- n crisis which for 
thirty year.; has grown in intensity. 
The revolutionary worker who on a 
spare evening sits and re-rcads the 
Manifesto, is once more astonished 
at the genius which could so pow
er fuily anticipate the crisis of con- 
temporavy sccie'y and so confident'y 
pcint the rend out.

U Iren i. Spanish naval training ship reached Capetown, Soujh 
Africa, thousands of ex-soldiers dtmonslratcd a g a in  £ t.'.c visit of 
what they termed "the fascist delegates from Franco Spain.” City 
police, however, refused to permit these peaceful protests and broke 
up the meetings.

Federated Pictures

MadrasStrikeBeaten 
After 100-Day Battle

After 100 days of battle, the 
workers of the Buckingham 
and Carnatic Mills at Madras, 
India, were forced to call off 
their strike, reports New Spark, 
organ of the Bolshevik Lenin
ist Party of India.

The workers pu t up a va lian t 
struggle against heavy odds, but 
were f in a lly  forced to retreat before 
the "fasc is t-like  com bination of 
brute force, ly ing propaganda and 
reform ist cajo lery."

The Congress m in is try  demonstra
ted its  hos tility  to the workers by 
setting up a “ Labor" sub-committee 
to organize strikebreaking.

The European management re
opened the m ills  under police pro
tection. When the workers refused 
to re turn , police conducted n igh tly  
raids of working, class areas, ‘b ru
ta lly  terroriz ing men, women and 
ch ild ren ."

These raids were stepped up in 
tempo u n til on June 18, not less 
th a n  1,000 were driven out of the ir 
ho m es. C lu b b in g  them  w ith  la th is

and truncheons, police forced 150 
back in to  the m ills.

A ll the other parties deserted the 
. strikers in the face of th is  savage , 
repression, but the Bolshevik Len in - . 
ists stuck i t  out w ith  the strikers. 
They published a da ily leafle t " te ll- , 
ing the tru th  to the workers and ex
posing tlie  ly ing propaganda of the 
boss clan.”  .

The Ind ian  T rotskyists had to pay 
a heavy price for the ir loya lty  to the 
workers. Anthony P illa i was sen- 

:t:n ce d  to one year In ja il fo r his 
' jia r t in  the strike.

"O the r leading comrades have 
been arrested and detained," reports 
New Spark, "and w ith  them several 
worker comrades of the B. &  C. 
M ills  and the M. S. M. Railway 
Workshops and students.”

New Spark considers the defeat 
only a temporary one. The advance 
guard "is  already preparing for the 
next struggle. The workers of 
‘backward' Madras have w ritte n  a 
never-to-be-forgotten page in  the 
history of the Ind ian  labor move- 
1 m ent.”

B y Joseph H a n s enSouth A fr ic a  Vets Rap F ranco
Tension between Washington and Moscow reached a ne\ 

high last week as Andrei Vyshinsky attempted a counter 
offensive against an attack launched by Secretary of Stab 
Marshall in the United Nations.

Marshall aimed at two ob
jectives in his Sept. 17 keynote 
speech to the General Assem
bly. (1) He sought to sharpen 
th e  dispute with Moscow even 
at the risk of blowing up the 
United Nations. (2) He sought 
to place o n  Moscow all the 
blame for the continued fa ilu re  to 
achieve world peace and for the 
m ounting th rea t of a T h ird  W orld 
War.

Ke raised, fo r example, the ques
tion of “ threats to the po litica l in 
dependence and te rr ito r ia l in tegrity  
o f Greece." But instead of adm it
ting tha t these “ th rea ts”  emanate 
p rinc ipa lly  from  W all Street dom i
nation of tije  puppet Greek m on
archy. he fixed responsibility "upon 
Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia." 
He added tha t the U. S. delegation 
would introduce a resolution ca ll
ing on these countries " to  cease and 
desist from  rendering fu rth e r assist
ance or support to the guerillas in 
Greece.”  "

S im ila rly  In the case of Korea. 
M arshall blamed Moscow for the 
continued fa ilu re  to g rant th is  un 
happy land its independence.

M arshall declared tha t "the  con
tro l o f atomic and other weapons 
o f mass destruction has perhaps the 
highest p r io r ity  i f  we are to remove 
the specter of a war of an n ih ila tion ." 
Ke added th a t W ashington ‘ ‘also 
recognizes the importance of reg
u la ting conventional armaments.”  
In  both instances, however, he 
icistea responsibility fo r the current 
armaments race on the Soviet U n 
ion.

THE FRUITS OF V ICTO R Y
M a r hall proposed two revisions 

unacceptable to the Kremlin in the 
organization of the United Nations 
—limitation of the veto and estab
lishment of a special standing com
mittee of the General As_embJv to 
consider disputes the Security Coun
cil cannot resolve.

M arshall held up the U n ited Na
tions as " th e  hope of m ankind" but 
the picture he drew of the world 
situation two years a fte r V -J Dav 
was grim . He was forced .to adm it 
tha t "the  fru its  of peace and victory 
are s t ill beyond our grasp.”  “ Mon 
look anxiously toward the fu ture  

he continued. “ Reconstruc
tion lags everywhere; the basic re 
quirements of life  are scarce; there 
is desperate need throughout great 
areas . . .  In  place of peace, liberty, 
and economic security, we find 
menace, repression, and dire want."

in  reply the next day, Andrei 
Vyshinsky, Moscow’s spokesman, 
jabbed at what he considered the 
weakest points in M ar hall's attack. 
He denied that Albania, Bulgaria 
and Yugoslavia were intervening in 
Greece; and pointed an accusing 
finger at the Truir.nn Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan as designed to sub
jugate ‘‘the European countries to 
the economic and political control 
exercised by the USA.”

He then called a tten tion to the 
i “ unprovoked m ilita ry  a ttack by 
Holland against the Indonesian Re
public." T h is  attack, he said, “ can- 

j not be qualified otherwise than an 
act of aggression perpetrated against 
the Indonesian people by a state- 
ir.cmber o f the United ¡Nations." 

' Moscow, o f course has done nothing 
about the attack on Indonesia ex- 

j ccpt kick it  around in  UN  debates 
I for demagogic reasons.

Vyshinsky also pointed accusingly 
to the B ritish  troops s t ill rem aining 
in Egypt and Greece and the A m eri
can troops s till in  China. He tried 
to  cover up the Soviet troops s t ill 
rem aining in the countries of East
ern Europe w ith  a feeble form ula 
about “ guarding of communications 
w ith  ex-enemy states."

ATO M IC CONTROL ISSUE
On the issue o f atomic contro l 

Vyshinsky charged W ashington w ith  
try ing  to m a in ta in  a monopoly and 
resisting “ any attem pts to dismantle 
the existing stock of atomic bombs 
and outlaw the ir fu rth e r production. 
A t the same tim e USA systematically 
increases the production of such 
bombs.”  I t  is the US and Great 
B rita in , .he said who are “ unw illing  
to d isarm ”  and who “ put brakes on 
the realization of d isarm am ent."

Seeking to convert his defense of 
the Kremlin's policies into an of
fensive, Vyshinsky cited the billions 
of dollars in war profit; piled up 
by American corporations. .“W ar is 
not so hateful after all to those 
groups who skillfully utilize the 
hardships of wartime for the pur
pose of enrichment,” he said.

Vyshinsky accused these groups 
of fom enting a new War: “ The
preparations fo r a new war is being 
carried on lite ra lly  before the eyes 
of the whole world. The w ar
mongering propagandists now do not 
even try  to conceal i t . "  T h is  war. 
once begun, w ill become a world 
war. but i t  is "d irected firs t of a ll 
against the Soviet U nion."

LUDICROUS PROPOSALS
A fte r th is  ind ic tm ent Vyshinsky 

advanced ludicrous proposals for 
achieving enduring peace. These 
were to re jec t any revision of the 
UN procedure; pa rticu la rly  the veto, 
to 'p ro h ib it war propaganda”  on 
‘ pain o f c rim ina l punishm ent”  and 
to begin "reduction of armaments.”

Although Vyshinsky said many 
true things about Wall Street’s plans 
for: i mother world slaughter, his 
speech was nothing else but a con
fession of the total bankruptcy of 
Moscow's policies.

Vyshinsky's proposals were sheer 
demagogy. W ill American im peria l
ism' "p ro h ib it war propaganda" or 
begin "reduction of armaments”  
when it-has consciously set itse lf the 
goal of world conquest? The entire 
axis o f W ail Street's foreign policy 
is preparation ". fo r atomic war, 
against the Soviet Union in  the firs t 
place, us S ta lin , through Vyshinsky, 
now admits. To plead w ith  the 
American monopolists to reduce 
armaments and give up war is as 
fu tile  as pleading w ith  a shark to

GENERAL MARSHALL
pu ll its own teeth and go on a vege
tarian  d ie t

World W ar I I I  can be prevented 
only by ending W all Street's govern
ment monopoly, pu tting  a W orkers’ 
and Farm ers' Government in  power, 
and organizing economy on a so
cia list basis. B u t Vyshinsky, one of 
the chief figures in  the execution 
of the old Bolsheviks in the Moscow 
Fram c-up T ria ls , did no t breathe 
a word about ending W a il Street's 
rule. In  his entire 92 m inute 
speech he did not m ention socialism 
once.

Despite his cu tting  remarks about 
W all Street's war preparations, V y
shinsky's speech in  essence was an 
attem pt to d ivert the masses away 
from  the socialist solution to the 
world 's ills  and to in s til confidence 
in  the United Nations which has 
proved to be no th ing but a thieves’ 
debating society.

What Moscow still wants is a deal 
with Wall Street. The present shout
ing about Wall Street’s war-mon- 
gering is reminiscent of the Krem
lin's pre-war shouting i-.gainst the 
Nazis. That shouting, it should be 
remembered, paid off with the Stal
in -H itler 10-year “ non-aggression” 
past. Today the Kremlin aims to 
duplicate that feat with Truman, 
excl i nging counter - revolutionary 
services for a ''non-aggression" pact 
and dollar credits.

D uring the war. the S talin ists 
packed W all s treet. They peddled 
the lie tha t W orld W ar I I  was not 
im peria list. As the loudest-mouthed 
war-mongers, they came out fo r the 
wage freeze, serving as strikebreak
ers while W all Street piled up the 
mountainous, pro fits  to which V y
shinsky so belatedly referred in  his 
speech.

For a price, the K re m lin ' is pre
pared cnee again to whitewash the 
im peria lis t spots on W all S tree t’s 
hide. Should W all Street meet S ta l
in 's  asking price, then we w ill see 
the American S ta lin is t seals perform  
another of the ir spectacular f l ip  
flops, becoming the most a rden t ex
ponents of the “ progressive”  charac
ter of predatory American im peria l
ism jus t as they did in  the days of 
Earl Browder.

International Notes
RESIST ALLIED DESTRUCTION

—When the German workers are 
ordered to dismantle some 900 
plants, factories and m ills  earmarked 
fo r destruction or ''reparations" on 
the A llied lis t, occupation forces in 
Germany expect “ strikes”  and dem
onstrations on a scale fa r larger 
than the hunger protests last 
spring.”

A re olution lr.s already beer, 
adopted by 80.000 metal workers de
claring that the union will back to 
the h ilt any of its members who re
fuse to work on this Allied project 
to cripple the productive capacity ol 
Europe’s industrial machine..

*  *  *

“PLO T” IN  CZECHOSLOVAKIA
—A nother " te rro r is t p lo t"  to over
throw  the quislings of the K rem lir 
in the Soviet-dom inated countries o 
Eastern Europe has been “ dis
covered.”  Th is time i t  is in  Czecho
slovakia.

The number o f arrests has reacAec 
more than 600 and a t least 8( 
"ringleaders”  in  th e ' "p lo t”  hav< 
been seized. The aim of the "p lo t' 
was allegedly to assassinate Presi 
dent Benes and overthrow the gov
ernment.
. Real reason for the arrests appear' 
to be nothing but a typical Kremli: 
attempt to smash an actual or po 
tential political opposition.

+ *  *

N E X T W AR’S BATTLEFIELDS—
W hile W all Street's propagandist 
shout about the “ peaceful" in ten 
tions o f American Big Business, th 
US. Departm ent of the Arm y 
quietly proceeding w ith  its  prepa 
rations fo r war.

On Sept. 19 i t  was revealed tha 
the Arm y had purchased the out 
standing maps, photographs anc 
sketches of centra l Asia belonging t< 
the famous Swedish explorer Svei 
Hedin.

These maps, covering Asiatic dis
tric ts  from  the Yellow Sea to Rus 
sian Turkestan and from  Hungary 
to the Himalayas, are the only exist
ing cartographic m ateria l of thes1 
strategic regions. They w ill prove 
invaluable in b lueprin ting projected 
m ilita ry  operations against th ; 
Soviet Union.

T lie  maps were in  Germany du r
ing the war. U S. occupation forces 
seized them  in  advance of Soviet

forces and rushed them to Wash
ington.

*  *  *

W IN  40-IIO UR W EEK—Beginning 
Jan^ 1, 1948. workers throughout 
Austra lia w ill go on a 40-hour week 
is a result of a unanimous decision 
by the Federal A rb itra tion  Court.

An employer can require any em
ploye to work “ reasonable”  overtime 
iu t must pay overtime rates.

The decision came a fte r 449 days 
>f hearings. The offic ia l transcrip t 
i f  the case contains some 6,000,000 
voids c f evidence and 499 exhibits. 

Employers fought bitterly for a 
enger work-week, contending among 
ther thing; that "normal hours" in 

.ther countries ure in excess of 40 
lours.

I t  is now expected th a t the Aus- 
ra lian workers w ill demand tha t 
he 40 hours be worked in  5 days; 

with Saturday and Sunday off.

^e rm e n f in  
The S o lom ons

Anthropologists p lanning fu rthe r 
tudies of the customs and habits of 
rim itive  man in  the Solomon Is - 
ands are due for a shock, i f  a Sept. 
8 Associated Press dispatch from  
la rw in , Austra lia, is to be trusted. 
The B ritish  submarine Amphion 

n re tu rn ing  to D arw in  reported 
hat island nationalists had planned 
n uprising against B ritish  dom ina- 
on to coincide w ith  the a rriva l 
f American ships a fte r the war, 
resumably in the hands of Am er- 
can revolutionists.

When the Amphion entered the 
arbor at Santa Ana Island, a large 
lum ber of islanders massed about 
i  flag. W hile officers landed, the 
ubmarine fired star shells over the 
:rowd as a warning. T lie  natives 
led.
The flag was la ter iden tified by 

la tives as a "fla g  o f freedom”  beari
ng a symbol s ign ify ing  "M a rx ia n  
aw.”

The B rit is h  Colonial Office in  Lon- 
ic n  explained i t  had expected th a t 
rodern ideas introduced by Ameri
can armed forces during the war 
“ would have an unrestfu l effect oit  
the p rim itive  islanders.”

A B ritish  destroyer is now- pa
tro lling  tire islands.

Coming—Answers to Your 
Questions on England

B y John  G . W r ig h t
i

In the fall of 1945 it was my privilege to go on a national tour for the Socialist Workers 
Fartv on the subject, “The Eritish Labor Victory, I t s  Meaning for American Workers.” 
While drawing the political lessons that workers in this country still had to learn, most of 
my speeches sought to explain the background, si.a ificance and probable consequences of the
British Labor Party’s decisive 
parliamentary victory in the 
1945 elections.

Since that time I have nat
urally followed with interest 
not only the march of events in 
B rita in  but also the reactions to 
i t  in  th is  country, especially among 
the working people who are now 
awakening in  ever larger numbers 
to po litica l life , and beginning to 
th in k  w ith  increasing in terest about 
po litica l questions in  general.

M y correspondence w ith  friends 
throughout the country, the lite ra 
ture I  have followed on the sub
jec t as well as the discussions I 
heard or took pa rt in  convince me 
th a t these reactions are quite varied. 
Workers are asking a great many 
questions about w hat is occurring 
in B r ita in ; some have been rrge red  
by the developments; some are even 
becoming disillusioned. Th is great 
interest, concern and questioning 
flows in the f irs t instance from  an 
understanding th a t there is an in t i
mate connection between the evolu
tion  of B ritish  po litics and politics 
in  the U. S.

Beginning w ith  the next issue of 
The M ilitant, i t  is my in ten tion  to 
answer some o f the questions being 
raised by workers in  (his country. 
Here I  shall merely lis t a few of 
those th a t have repeatedly come to 
my attention.

“W hat kind of Labor Government 
have they got there, if miners have 
to strike against it to prevent a 
terrible speedup?” a miner asks in 
Pennsylvania. “W hat’s the good of 
nationalizing the mines and other 
things if miners and other workers 
don’t get any benefits from it? And 
what is the good in building a labor 
party here if that is the result?”

The last question is 3jppng^Uijos& 
most' Widely raised, ' especially by 
workers whom we of the Socinlir.t 
W orkers- Party approach •> on the 
need fo r the unions here to build 
a labor pa rty  of th e ir  own.

A high school student in  Chicago 
wants to know: "W ha t do they 
have in  England, socialism or capi
talism? I f  i t ’s socialism, why can 't 
they do something about the lag in 
production? Socialism, as I  under
stand it, is supposed to make pos
sible a great increase in  the p ro 
duction of things needed by the 
people, but in England they are 
getting scarcer than ever. Not only 
tha t, but 'labor con tro l’ laws they 
are passing are as bad as any ever 
put over by the Tories.”

Reactionary dailies and weeklies 
in this country are sounding heavily 
on this note, using it to discredit 
and condemn the struggle for so
cialism, w h i l e  painting up and 
boasting about the alleged superior
ities of “free enterprise” as it func-

tions in the U. S. where production 
has hit new peaks in recent years.

On New Y o rk ’s East Side, Jewish 
workers booed some members of 
the SWP recently when they opened 
n i  outdoor meeting there. They 
did so because they iden tified  us 
(wrongly, of course-) as comrades of 
Bevin, tha t is, as members of the 
Socialist Party or Social Democratic 
Federation. - Among the epithets 
t jic y  hurled was: “ Bevin fascists!”

T roub ling  them were m ainly ques
tions about the foreign policy of 
A ttlee-B evin and the ir ilk . W hy 
doesn't B r ita in ’s Labor P arty  Gov
ernm ent get out of Palestine and 
le t the peopie there settle the ir own 
problems? M any Negroes nsk the 
same question about A frica  — why 
don 't they get o ff the masses' backs 
there? C r again, how is i t  that, 
they gave up fo rm a l power in  Ind ia  
but r.ot anywhere else? Is n 't so
cialism  supposed to be the opposite 
of im peria lism  and how do you ac
count for B rita in 's  im peria lis t role 
ir. world po litics today?

F ina lly , there is s t iil another ques
tion puzzling many union m ilitan ts : 
"W hy do the English workers keep 
on supporting the Labor P arty? ” 
In  the last two years the Laborites 
have not lost a single by-election, 
something th a t never happened be
fore in  B rita in 's  long electoral h is
tory.

I f  any M ilitant readers have other 
questions on the British Labor 
Party they would like answered, 
send them in and I  will try to han
dle them among the others.

Ecuador Palace Revoit 
Topples Ibarra Regime

B y  J, G o m ez
The recent overthrow of the dictatorship of Velasco Ibarra 

in Ecuador was a palace revolution.
Velasco Ibarra came to power when the dictatorship of 

Dr. Arroyo del Rio fell in 1944. He was backed by the Demo
cratic Alliance of Ecuador, a 
coalition of capitalist forces, 
Stalinists, Socialist parties and 
the Labor Confederation of Ecuador. 
They hailed the Ibarra  regime as 
‘ 'progressive and dem ocratic."

B ut the promises which th is cap
ita lis t po litic ian  made the workers 
d id n 't survive the honeymoon period 
o f his government.

Velasco Iba rra  represented the 
native feudalistic bourgeois forces 
on one hand, and on the other Y an
kee im perialism . He was not in 
terested. consequently, in  helping 
the workers add the Ind ian  fie ld  la 
borers (50% o f the popu lation!) 
bound in feudal servitude.

Iba rra  ruled w ith  an iron hand. 
C iv il liberties were s tifled ; repressive 
measures taken against organized 
labor. As a result Iba rra  sw iftly  
l o s t  whatever popu larity  he had 
enjoyed a t firs t.

The m ilita ry  clique tha t removed 
h im  from  office thus feared no pop
ular opposition. W ithou t forces able 
to defend him . Iba rra  fled the coun
try.

The new regime, however, repre
sented on ly another lin k  in the 
chain of cap ita lis t d ic ta torsh ip  in 
Ecuador, despite the two “ socialist”  
m inisters included in  the ManchenO' 
government.

Mancheno lasted less tha n  two-

weeks and was then replaced by 
Suarez V e in tim illa . who in  tu rn  was 
replaced w ith in  three days by Car
los F. Arosamena.

Arosmpna was “ elected" President 
by an extraord inary session of Con
gress. The press reports th a t th is 
wealthy banker was supported by 
“ le ftis ts .”  Th is is a lie. He was put 
in  office by the . most reactionary 
forces in  Ecuador.

The masses in (Ecuador appear 
confused and disoriented by these 
shifts. The S ta lin is ts  and “ social
ists" who cla im  to represent the 
workers are no t able to give them 
a clear po litica l perspective. Theirs 
is the po litics of supporting the 
Ibarras and the ir kind. The S ta lin 
ists s h ift  in  accordance w ith  the 
w ind from  Moscow. The so-called 
"S oc ia lis t" party  is not a M arx is t 
party  but ra ther a radical populist 
party. I t  is no accident th a t its 
paper is called T ierra  (Land) and 
th a t two of its  leaders supported 
Mancheno.

B itte r experience is once again 
demonstrating to the * * * workers of 
Ecuador th a t they cannot achieve 
the ir em ancipation by: re ly ing on tlie  
premises of cap ita lis t po litic ians or 
th e ir supporters. They m ust build 
the ir own po litica l pa rty  w ith  the 
aim  c f pu tting  a Workers and 
Farmers government in  power.

Unions in So. Africa 
Face Repressive Law

CAPE T O W N , South Af 
rica, Aug. 26 — The Fourth 
International Organization o 
South Africa is calling on the 
workers to fight against pass
age of a proposed Industrial 
Conciliation (Natives) Bill 
which will be considered at 
the next session of the Unior. 
Parliament in January 1948.

Proponents of the measure allege 
th a t i t  w ill provide concilia tion ma
chinery fo r the A frican  trade 
unions. In  rea lity  i t  is a vicious 
attem pt to outlaw and suppress the 
A frican  trade union movement.

A frican  unions a t present are 
free to organize and co-operate w ith  
one another and even strike, a l
though they are no t recognized by 
tlie  government. Despite the severe 
handicap of non-recognition, A i
rier ns are nevertheless able un
o ffic ia lly  to organize unions such 
as the A frican  M ineworkers' Union 
which waged tlie  heroic W itw ate is- 
rand strike in August of last year.

Even these meager righ ts  w ill b? 
taken away i f  the proposed b ill be
comes law. Here are some of tlie  
provisions:

1. No one may organize an A f r i
can union w ithou t o ffic ia l perm is
sion from  the government.

2. No o ffic ia l may be elected to 
iffice  in any A frican  union unless 
he is o ffic ia lly  approved by the gov
ernment.

3. Socialists, Communists a n d  
whites are barred from  office in  
A frican unions.

4. No A frican  may organize or 
belong to a union of any pa rticu la r 
industry unless lie is a worker in  
tha t industry.

5. A frican unions are barred from  
striking.

6. An a rb itra tio n  board of white 
hiembers appointed by the govern
ment and employers’ associations 
will decide a ll wage claims and is
sues affecting A frican  unions.

7. T lie  A f r i c a n  Mineworkers 
Union w ill be banned and prohibited 
from function ing.

8. A ll A frican  unions not regis
tered under terms of the Act w ill 
be declared illegal.

I t  is obvious th a t t lie  Indus tria l 
Concilia tion (Natives) B il l is as 
vicious and reactionary as the no
torious Labor F ron t set up by the 
Nazis in  Germany. I f  i t  is passed 
i t  w ill doom the few righ ts  the 
A frican  workers in  South A frica 
have managed to secure in years of 
b itte r struggle.
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Tilting Wail Street's Bottle
When the Kremlin removed Earl Browder 

from public view two years ago, the American 
Communist (Stalinist) Party took a temperance 
cath and vowed never again to wake up in the 
gutter with a splitting hangover from hitting 
W all Street’s political bottle.

Like repentant drunkards they beat their 
chests in public about the evils packed in the 
bottle bearing W all Street’s label. They swore 
they were going to stick to the straight and 
narrow — the path leading to socialism; and 
they thought up serious differences with the 
Democratic Party to serve as texts for solemn J 
sermons in the Sunday Worker.

Lately they have even spoken about a “Third” 
Party — cautiously to be sure —  but loudly- 
fcnough for rank-and-file Stalinists to get the 
impression that what they really mean is a gen
uine independent Labor Party with union candi
dates on the ballot in opposition to both Demo
crats and Republicans.

The Stalinist leaders became especially voci
ferous about W all Street’s foreign policy, which 
is tightening a world-wide vise on the Soviet 
Union. They denounce the iniquities of the Tru 
man Doctrine. As for the Marshall Plan, they 
roll their eyes heavenward in holy horror.

But if you think these case-hardened hypo- j 
crites and professional liars really meant all they 
said about laying off the W all Street bottle, you 
don’t know Dennis, Foster or their top boss I 
in the Kremlin. They only washed and spruced 
up for appearance’s sake. A capitalist politician 
need only give them the nod, and,:— you know 
where you can find them, arm in arm, trying 

out their voices for harmony.

The latest instance of Stalinist malingering 
happened in San. Francisco. There, as is well 
known, the Stalinists dominate the C IO  Coun- 
<$[', Exercising decisive voice over political de- 
cisi'ops.

Last week this Stalinist-dominated Council 
enthusiastically endorsed Rep. Frank R. Haven- 
p.er for Mayor. Who is Havenner?

1. He js a Democrat. A member of the same 
reactionary W all Street party as Rankin, Con- 
nally, Marshall and Truman.

2. Havenner is a hand-raiser for W all Street’s 
war-mongering policy of bolstering reaction ev
erywhere in accordance with its blueprint for 
world conquest. Havenner cast his vote in Con
gress last May in favor of the anti-Communist 
Greek-Turkish aid bill to implement the Truman 
Doctrine.

The moral of it all is don’t believe the Stalin
ists. They swear they’re teetotallers, but when 
temptation’s finger beckons, they can’t keep their 
mouths off that W all Street bottle.

Join the SWP
On the front page of this issue of The M ili

tant is an editorial explaining how a Workers 
and Farmers Government would end the price 
squeeze.

Obviously the measures outlined will never 
be taken by W all Street’s government, since 
such measures conflict wij'h the economic in
terests of the big corporatipns.

I t  is likewise obvious that neither the Demo
cratic Party nor the Republican Party will ever 
undertake the measures required to end the price 
squeeze. Both of these parties are maintained 
by the big corporations solely to fight for their 
interests on the political field.

Consequently labor has no recourse but to 
start down the road of independent political ac
tion with the aim of putting in power a Workers 
and Farmers Government.

How can labor succeed in this aim?
W e can succeed only by comDining all our 

individual efforts, uniting cur forces, and pushing 
|p organized fashion toward the common goal.

This means that if you agree on the desir
ability of the measures suggested in the front 
page editorial to beat the price squeeze, your 
place is in the Socialist Workers Party.

By becoming a member of the Socialist W ork
ers Party you enter the main highway to a 
Marxist political education. You find your own 
effectiveness in the fight against the ills of de
caying capitalist society immeasurably increased. 
Your voice gains weight and authority in the 
trade unions and wherever workers are faced 
with the need to make political decisions.

At thé same time you contribute in the most 
effective way possible in building up the fighting 
power of .the American working class in politics 
by actively participating in the Socialist W ork
ers Party and widening its influence.

W e urge you to fill out the coupon on page 
2 for further information and mail it in to the 
Socialist Workers Party at 116 University Place, 
New York 3. Or if there is a branch of the 
Socialist Workers Party in your area, get in 
touch with the branch organizer.

Another Wallace Novelty
Here’s the latest novelty from the Henry 

Wallace political jewelry store :
“Reactionary capitalism would enforce high 

prices by means of scarcity and monopoly. They 
would take high prices out of us to pile up profits 
against the inevitable depression which they 
themselves make inevitable. Progressive capi
talism believes in lower prices, high production 
and wages, giving the consumer a break and a 
high standard of living for all.”

Exactly what Wallace meant in this New 
Jersey speech last week we cannot say, with any 
authority. When Wallace says “reactionary” 
capitalists “would” enforce high prices, he seems 
to mean they “wish” to, but haven’t done so yet. 
In  that case, which capitalists are respdnsiblê for 
the present very high prices —  the “progressive” 
capitalists?

No, Wallace doesn’t mean that; according to 
him, the “peegressive” capitalists “believe” in 
lower prices, giving the consumer a break and 
so on. But since no capitalists known to any
one in the U. S. today are doing anything to 
lower prices or aid the consumer, perhaps this 
is Wallace’s subtle way of saying there really 
are no “progressive” capitalists?

No, that can’t be either, because in this same 
speech Wallace urged his audience not to “pro
claim economic warfare” on all businessmen, for 
many of them believe as he does in “progressive 
capitalism.”

Let’s leave Wallace and try to put the matter 
straight so far as capitalism and progress are 
concerned. Capitalism was progressive when it 
first took shape in feudal society. I t  was pro
gressive when it developed the productive forces 
to a higher level than was possible under feudal
ism. I t  was progressive when it took the path 
of revolution and smashed the feudal forces that 
barred the road to its development.

That stage in the evolution of capitalism end
ed long ago. Today it is reactionary to the core. 
Today it can only limp from one devastating war 
to the next. Today it can offer the masses only 
inflation, high prices, depression, unemployment, 
hunger, misery and slaughter. Today it bars the 
roàd to further development of the productive 
forces. Today it is playing a role toward social
ism, the society of the future, such as feudalism 
once played toward rising capitalism.

Consequently, when Wallace declares that he 
believes in “progressive” capitalism, he might 
just as well say he believes in “progressive” 
feudalism, or going back still further, “progres
sive” slavery. I t  makes as much sense.

“ D o n ’ t those R ussians k n o w  th e y  c a n ’t  ta lk  th a t w a y  in  o u r U n ite d
N atio n s?  ’ ’

I

H IS T O R Y  OF T H E  LABO R  
M O V E M E N T  IN  T H E  
U N IT E D  STATES, from 
Colonial Times to the Found
ing of the American Feder
ation of Labor, by Philip S. 
Foner. International Publish
ers, 1947, 576 pp, $3.75.

One o f the indispensible conditions 
fo r bu ild ing a revo lutionary social
ist pa rty  in  th is  country is a th o r
ough study o f American working 
class h istory, illum inated by a M arx
is t understanding of American so
ciety. Th is book is an im portant 
step toward th a t goal, in  tha t i t  
attempts to te ll the story w ith  em
phasis on the interests and life  of 
the workers. I t  fa lls short o f th a t 
goal, in  th a t its  M arxism  is twisted 
tjind corrupted by S ta lin ism —espe
cia lly  in  its  uncritica l acceptance of 
alliances between labor and other 
classes as un ifo rm ly  "progressive,”  
regardless of where the leadership 
c f the alliance lies.

We can learn much from  our h is 
tory o f value to the movement to 
day, but on ly i f  our study hews, 
closely to the class line. For ex
ample, going back to ; the American 
Revolution, we can see now, and can 
prove by pa tien t research (much o: 
which Foner has done), th a t the 
revolution probably would never 
have taken place i f  i t  had not been 
for the study, uncompromising m il
itancy of the artisans and poorer 
workmen of the coastal towns.

abated only a fte r the tu rn  of the 
century.

One example of th is is the m u
tiny of the Pennsylvania troops 
against the fa ilu re  o f the C onti
nental Congress, dominated by 
wealthy interests, even to provide 
food and clothes, le t alone the 
promised pay. Later, Shay’s Re
bellion it i Massachusetts was only 
the largest o f many s im ila r revolts 
against the counter-revolutionary 
policies of the conservatives. We 
can learn many lessons from  th is  
record, not the least of which is the 
great power wielded by a few thou
sand scattered craftsm en in an agri
cu ltu ra l country, when they boldly 
struck c u t fo r the ir own demands.

Even more im portan t is the story 
of the C iv il W ar, and of the Re
construction era. The Republican 
Party, immediately a fte r its  fo rm a
tion. faced the revo lutionary task 
of overthrow ing the power ol' the 
Southern plantation-owners, and 
w ith  tha t, chatte l slavery. The 
workers o f the Northern cities broke 
a wavy in  great numbers from  their, 
trad itiona l loya lty  to the Democratic 
Party, to support the new party.

I t  was the most class-conscious 
section of the workers who entered 
in to  the new' movement, including 
the in fa n t socialist movement. 
Again the workers and poor fa rm 
ers proved to be the backbone of 
the f ig h t against the slave-owners. 
And in  th is fig h t, a m igh ty  a lly was 
the Negro people themselves, who 
contributed in whatever way they 
could to the N orthern cause, 200,- 
000 o f them serving in  the Army.

The Eons o f L iberty , and the 
C o m m i t t e e s  o f Correspondence 
which they organized, in  a network 
tha t covered the colonies, were made 
up ch ie fly  o f the most exploited 
workers of the towms, w'ho formed 
an alliance th a t was equivalent at 
times to an independent government 
w ith  the sm all debt-ridden farmers 
o f the countryside and the fron tie r. 
The revolutionary movement at this 
time was no t on ly a n ti-B ritish , but 
showed many signs of developing 
in to  a social revolution against the 
native exploiters, too.

G radually, the merchants, lawyers, 
bankers, great- landowners, and 
S o u t h e r n  p lan ta tion  aristocracy 
took over the organs o f power cre
ated by the workers and farmers, 
and before the revolution was even 
o ffic ia lly  ended, class struggles 
w ith in  the American lines had 
broken out w ith  a ferocity tha t con
tinued through the entire period of 
adoption of the Constitution, and

B u t the Republican Party was 
concerned only W'ich w inn ing power 
fo r the interest of Northern capital. 
The few concessions (like the 
Homestead law) passed du ring  the 
w-ar, were brushed aside in  the fever 
to enjoy unrestricted exp lo itation 
of the con tinen t’s wealth. Both la 
bor and Negroes were abandoned.

The ju s t demands of the liberated 
Negroes fo r c iv il rights, fo r educa
tion, and above a ll fo r land, were 
fo r the most pa rt ignored. W ith in  
ten years of Appomattox, labor's 
standards had been so reduced as 
to drive the workingm en to the 
verge of insurrection. The t r i 
um phant coalition o f I860 was de
stroyed. and the betrayed workers 
and farmers again turned to the 
hard task of bu ild ing the ir own o r
gans of struggle against the bru ta l 
exp lo itation of capital.

Foner carries the story only to 
the 1880s, and another volume w ill

continue the narrative. The f irs t 
volume is detailed and thorough, 
except th a t the most s ign ifican t 
facts often m ust be dug out of a 
mass of irre levant m aterial. I t  Is 
apparent a t times th a t the reason 
fo r th is  is th a t Foner him self 
doesn’t  understand w hat is im port
ant and w hat is not.

He mentions the m utiny  o f the 
Pennsylvania line  referred to above 
on ly  in  connection w ith  the ir re 
fusal to desert to the B ritish . He 
secs th is  action as a praiseworthy 
refusal to break the all-class coali
tion against the foreign enemy, 
whereas it  demonstrates clearly the 
w ill of these Workers and farmers 
to f ig h t both the foreign and native 
enemy, to defend the ir own in te r
ests ra the r than to make a “con
tem ptible deal.

The story of labor’s early strug
gles to build the unions and a po
lit ic a l pa rty  of its  own is an in sp ir
ing one, fille d  w ith  m agnificent 
proof of the courage, devotion and 
m ilitancy o f the American workers. 
Anyone who s t ill harbors the pe tty- 
bourgeois illusion, so vigorously in 
culcated by the schools and the 
bourgeois historians, th a t the Am er
ican workers are un ifo rm ly  “ back
ward”  and “ conservative,”  needs 
a solid course in  the tru ths of his
tory.

For generations, any attem pt on 
the pa rt o f workers to combine to 
increase wages or improve conditions 
was legally a conspiracy, punish
able by fine  or imprisonment. Not 
u n til 1842 was a ru ling  secured in 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts 
th a t a union was not o f itse lf a 
conspiracy against the public wel
fare. Yet thousands of workers de
fied the courts again and again, de
manding the righ ts wh ich were 
properly theirs.

In  spite of its  fau lts, th is  book 
provides a more detailed and more 
readable account of the life  and 
struggles of American workers than 
anyth ing which has yet appeared. 
For th a t reason alone i t  is to be 
recommended to every worker. There 
is evidence here of the breadth of 
research which has been given to 
com piling a complete story, in 
cluding wide use o f orig ina l sources. 
I t  is ai p ity  tha t the industry of the 
author was not matched by his un
derstanding of M arxism , so th a t we 
m igh t a t last have a workers’ h is 
tory of our country which would be 
a m ighty weapon in  the struggle 
fo r socialism.

—John Hudson

The T ru th  A b o u t the L a  G u a rd ia  R ecord

“ A statesman is a dead po litic ian .’' 
T h a t famous b it of American p o lit i
cal cynicism holds true fo r this 
epoch o f cap ita lis t politicians.

Reams of eulogies printed through
out the nation fo llow ing the death 
of F iorello LaG uardia bear th is  out. 
Sad to relate, th is  g lo rifica tion  of 
one of Am erica’s shrewdest po litica l 
actors is not confined to the kept, 
press of B ig  Business but is also 
found in  the newspapers of the la 
bor movement.

W hat was LaG uardia's true role? 
He was too clever to be the ord inary 
s tu ffed -sh irt, openly pro-cap ita lis t 
po litic ian . He sensed the disgust of 
the people w ith  the two o ld 'pa rties  
and pretended to be independent.

His independence, though, Was 
lim ited  to maneuvering between 
these parties. F irs t working w ith  
the Republicans then w ith  the New 
Deal Democrats.

He also saw th a t the days o f the 
mailed fis t toward labor were over 
fo r a while and th a t reforms would 
have to be granted. Instead of 
figh ting  these reforms he was cun
ning enough to endorse them and 
claim  cred it fo r them. Here lies the 
basis o f his reputation as a “ friend 
o f labor.”

B ut the record doesn't end there

even though the S ta lin is t D aily 
W orker and other labor-fakers would 
like us to th in k  so.

LaG uardia's record in  New York 
C ity  H a ll is a long record of a n ti
labor acts and pro -W all Street- deals.

LaGuardia used the police force 
to break many a picket line. His 
treatm ent of t iie  unemployed and 
the WPA unions was bru ta l. He 
kept the wages of c ity  employes so 
low th a t emergency appropriations 
had to be passed to keep them from  
hunger and eviction. W hile d ive rt
ing the public's a tten tion w ith  his 
ta len t as an actor, he pu t over the 
notorious subway steal wnich over
paid the bankers fo r the trans it 
system and saddled the public w ith  
debt and an unceasing fig h t against 
a ten cent fare. He introduced the 
New Y crk  C ity  sales tax which takes 
the pennies of the poor in  order to 
spare the real estate interests. A l
though he paid lip-service to the 
f ig h t against racial d iscrim ination, 
he told the nation that. New York 
d idn ’ t  w ant any Americans of Jap
anese descent moving to thé city. 
He posed as an anti-fascist, but em
ployed thousands of cops to protect 
fascists a t Madison Square Garden 
against the big demonstration or-

ganized by the Socialist Workers 
Party in  1939.

T h is true record of the “ L itt le  
F low er”  could continue fo r pages. 
T h a t is not necessary, however. A ll 
th a t is needed is to puncture the hot 
a ir  balloon the S ta lin is ts  and others 
are help ing to in fla te .

LaG uard ia chasing the fire  en
gines, or reading the funny papers 
over the radio may have succeeded 
in  fooling voters tired of s tu ffv  po
lit ic a l bores. I t  may have convinced 
some he was a common man's man, 
or a sidewalk candidate. B u t even 
th is self-d ram atization and postur
ing was carefu lly calculated. When 
he was engaged in pu tting  over some 
especially raw deal he stepped up 
his public antics to d ivert a tten tion 
from  the im portan t work he was 
doing.

For a true estimate o f whose side 
LaG uard ia was really on, check his 
record. Read the accounts o f strikes 
in  New Y ork during his adm in is tra
tion. Investigate the pay rates of 
c ity  employes, his relations w ith  the 
T ransport W orkers Union and un
employed organizations, and so on. 
The verdict then comes out clearly. 
The workers lost exactly no th ing by 
his death.

W hen the Steel T ru s t decided, some 10 weeks ago, 
to boost iron  and steel prices by $5 to $10 a ton, a gen
eral price rise became unavoidable. As The M ilita n t 

'‘warned a t the time, prices have since shot up like  
je t-propelled rockets. Not on ly the food prices. The 
soaring cost o f necessities tends to obscure the upward 
th rust which the steel profiteers have im parted to  v ir 
tua lly  a ll commodities.

T h is  is s tr ik in g ly  revealed by a special index com
piled by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, covering almost 
900 commodities. For 10 consecutive weeks th is  index 
has registered one advance a fte r another, and in  recent 
weeks each advapee has m arked a new post-war high.

The columns of cap ita lis t dailies are dotted w ith  re
ports of new or projected price boosts. Even items which 
had slumped fo r m onths have been caught up in  the 
in fla tio n a ry  spiral. For example, fats and oils have 
reversed the ir downward price-trend. So have coffee 
and cocoa and such depressed raw m aterials as na tu ra l 
rubber.

W hile  the world of commodities is in th is  frenzy of 
speculation, we observe ju s t the opposite development 
tak ing place in  the holy o f holies of a ll cap ita lis t p ro fi
teers and speculators — the stock-m arket. Stock prices 
have been plum m eting downward almost as spectacularly 
as commodity prices have zoomed upwards. In  the same 
brie f period th a t commodities have shot up more th a n  
40%, stocks have declined almost 20%, w ith  the gap 
between the two growing ever wider.

Periods o f runaway in fla tio n  have never before w it 
nessed such a remarkable discrepancy. The ‘'norm a l”  
trend under capitalism , during in fla tio n , would be fo r 
a f l ig h t  o f debased dollars—dollars which buy less and 
less—in tc commodities—which cost more and more—and 
also in to  stocks, which in  the last analysis likewise rep
resent commodities. W hy then are slock prices staying 
down?

The true explanation is now provided even by such 
conservative cap ita lis t weeklies as Business Week, Sept. 
20, which states f la t ly  th a t: "W a ll Street expects a 
bust.”  Th is leading artic le  then goes on to pose two 
key questions: “ How long can consumers fo llow  the 
ris ing price of food and s t i l l  have enough money to 
buy the other th ings they w ant and need? I f  th is  
can’t  go on forever, w ill i t  mean a bust in  com m odity 
prices th a t m ight throw  business in to  a ta ilsp in  as 
in  1920?”

The answer to the f irs t  question has already been 
given in  large part.. R eta il trade continues to slump. 
The in jec tion  in to  the domestic m arket of almost two 
b illion  dollars in  cashable veteran’s te rm ina l leave bonds 
has barely made a "r ipp le  in  the spending stream,”  
lam ent j another a rtic le  in  the same issue of Business 
Week. Inventories continue to p ile up; production slows 
down, w ith  the backing up of h igh-priced goods, no 
longer accessible to the mass o f the people.

The global picture is  even more dismal than  the 
prospects a t home. European capitalism  is bankrupt. 
"As the picture is viewed in  Congress, the U. S. is being 
asked to revive a bankrupt Europe,”  says the weekly 
U. S. News, another mouthpiece of B ig Business. As 
the receiver fo r a bankrupt concern, W all Street does 
not in tend to give away anyth ing to insolvent creditors. 
I t  w ill only “ lend” —and these loans w ill be kept a t a 
m in im um .

“ Prevailing opinion is (h a t 12 b illion  dollars—or three 
b illion  a year—w ill be as much as Congress (read: the 
W all S treet masters) can be induced to authorize. Even 
th is  am ount probably w ill not be voted a ll a t once. 
Insteaa a t the coming session, Congress is expected to  
appropriate on ly enough fo r the f irs t  year o f the (M a r
shall) p lan”  (U. S. News, Sept. 19).

W hat can the in jec tion  o f a few b illion  dollars 
a year in to  cris is -tom  Europe accomplish, when s im ila r 
sums are swallowed up "w ith o u t a ripp le ”  by a seem
ing ly  healthy cap ita lis t economy a t home? Obviously, 
the masses in  Europe face the prospect of deeper slashes 
in  th e ir fam ine rations, w h ile  the masses in  th is  coun
try  w ill see th e ir own liv in g  standards degraded s till 
fu rthe r.

W all Street’s own answer is clear enough. A nother 
BUST is ahead. They know i t  and a ll the monopolists, 
above a ll the steel monopolists knew it ,  when they set 
o ff the general price rise ten weeks ago.

I t  is the custom of the cap ita lis t pi-ess to blame labor 
fo r everything. T h is  holds especially fo r the h igh cost 
of ljon:o bu ild ing today. I t  is claimed in  loud voices 
and in o ff-the-record  whispers th a t bu ild ing costs are 
exorb itan t because the wages o f construction workers 
have shot up.

The facts show th is to be pure bologna. B uild ing 
wages have no t increased much, but the p ro fits  of con
struction and bu ild ing m ateria l companies have sky
rocketed. T h is  explains why the cost of bu ild ing a home 
is so great tha t hundreds o f thousands o f would-be 
home builders have been priced out of the m arket. '

The wages o f bu ild ing trades workers were frozen 
a year before those of other industries. "A d justm ents" 
allowed by the wage-freeze boys in  W ash ing ton , to 
m itigate inequiiids were very m iserly. Since the end 
of wage-freezing in  1946. bu ild ing wage increases have 
risen an average of 15%, it  is revealed by the U. S. 
Bureau o f Labor S tatistics. T h is  rise is less than  th a t 
of other industries.

Even th is  increase did not mean much to the bu iid - 
ing trades worker. Severe shortages of m ateria l kept 
many workers only p a rt tim e employes. Overtime, which 
had increased w ar tim e pay checks, was drastically 
reduced and the pay checks showed it .  Unemployment 
was serious in  the industry in  many cities last w in ter; 
in some cities, inc lud ing New York, unemployment was. 
much more than seasonal, lasting well in to  the spring.

When th ings had improved during the summer a 
survey showed th a t for the m onth of June 1947 the 
average earnings of a ll bu ild ing workers on private con
struction  jobs as revealed by the AFL B u ild ing  Trades 
Departm ent were $1.66 per hour. The average weekly 
wage was $62.68.

When reading these figures i t  m ust be remembered 
tha t bu ild ing  workers don’t  work regularly. W hen the- 
weather prevents work, there is ’ no pay. W hen a bu ild ing 
worker is moved from  one job to another or h is work 
is held up, he gets no pay. However, he has to  pay 
ren t fo r every day, feed his kids each day whether 
there is work or not and despite the weather.

W hat then explains the te rr if ic  cost o f build ing? 
Speculation by the real estate profiteers is one of the 
answers. The cost o f bu ild ing materials, which always, 
runs over 45% of the tota l, has increased enormously.. 
The m aterials in a $5000 house cost $2250 in  1939. in  
1947 the same m aterials cost $4410. Lumber costs are 
198.6% more now than they were in 1939. P a in t is 
95.4% over pre -w ar levels. And so i t  runs down the 
list.

Along side o f these staggering increases in  construc
tion  costs, the 15% wage increase of bu ild ing workers 
looks p re tty  puny. It 's  n o t h igh  wages tha t prevent' 
home bu ild ing today but the collossal p ro fiteering by 
the real estate and construction interests.

"The historical task of 
our epoch consists in re
placing the uncontrolled 
play of the market by 
reasonable planning, in 
disciplining the forces of 
production, compelling 
them to work together 
in harmony and obedi
ently serve the needs of 
mankind."

L eo n  T ro ts k y

Wall St. Expects a Bust; 
So Do All Big Profiteers

B y  John  G . W r ig h t

When Thieves Fall Out
The efforts of Marshall and Vyshinsky to take 

each other's scalps in the United Nations reminds 
us of the old adage about truth getting a break 
when thieves fall out.

During the war W all Street and the Kremlin 
toasted each other as “peace-loving” powers, 
champions of “four freedoms,” benefactors of the 
common man and saviors of civilization.

Fruit of this ever-loving friendship was the 
United Nations which they magnanimously pre
sented to the world as their contribution toward 
enduring peace. They christened it ‘ mankind’s 
only hope.”

Today W all Street’s hope is to conquer the 
world. Cutting the throat of a former ally is a 
mere bagatelle to a ruling class drunk with 
power. To prepare the public mind for such a 
definitive conclusion to the back-slapping war
time friendship, W all Street is now focusing the 
spotlight on a number cf criminal faults in its 
former bosom partner.

The W all Street wolves freely voice their 
horror at the Kremlin’s lies, cynicism, disregard 
of human rights, contempt for civil liberties, bru
tality, bloodiness, premeditated murder of po
litical opponents, oppression of minorities, etc.

Moscow in turn, alarmed over the intentions 
of its former "peace-loving” associate, is putting 
the finger on some of W all Street’s crimes. Such 
as the colossal profits harvested from the battle
fields of World W ar I I ,  the troops maintained in 
Greece and China, interference in Europe’s in
ternal affairs, stockpiling of atomic bombs, 
brazen preparations for World W ar I I I ,  etc.

This mutual pointing of fingers is all to 
the good. I t  helps expose the real character of 
the arch-reactionary architects of the U. N.

However, these criminals are still united on 
one point. Both of them still picture their thieves’ 
debating society, the UN , as the only hope for 
peace.

Just whom do these bandits still expect to 
fool? W ith W all Street’s mailed fist closing 
on Moscow’s throat’and the Kremlin screaming 
bloody murder, what’s left of the gilt-edged 
claims about the UN guaranteeing peace?

It  should be clear today even to those who 
placed the most persistent hopes in this second 
edition of the League of Nations that it was 
doomed from the beginning to suffer the same 
miserable fate as its predecessor. Now how 
about laying the U N  away beside the League of 
Nations in a nice, quiet crypt in a mausoleum?

B y  G eo rg e  L a v a r

Profits -  Not Wages -  
Boost Building Costs
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Workers'  Forum
T h is  V e te ra n  
H e ld  O u t L o n g e r
E dito r:

U n like  A lbert Parser, I  did not 
rush down to the bank on Sept. 2, 
the f irs t  day on which I  could cash 
m y hard-earned term inal leave 
bond. Instead, I  decided to hold 
on to th a t $125 as long as possible.

W ell, I ’ve had it .  In  the - f irs t 
week a fte r th a t my wife and I  f ig 
ured out tha t ris ing food prices had 
eaten in to  our budget so badly th a t 
we had spent $8 more than we had 
earned.

Yesterday was the second week's 
end since Sept. 2, and when we 
checked again, we found tha t the 
extra cost of food had given us an 
$11' de fic it fo r the week.

A t th a t rate, we w ouldn't be able 
to pay the ren t a t the end of the 
m onth. There was no alte rnative— 
I  went to the bank and cashed it  
th is  m orning. A t the present rate 
i t  w ill be a ll gone in  two or three 
months. In  fact, i t  is going at a 
much faster rate than i t  took me 
to earn it .

Veteran, 
Buffa lo , N. Y.

The W orkers' Forum columns 
are open to the opinions of the 
readers of "The M i l i ta n t . "  Le t
ters are welcome on any subject 
of in terest to the workers. Keep 
them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate, i f  
you .wan t your name printed.

D u tc h  F r ie n d  
Seeks C o rre sp o n d e n t
E dito r:

I  am a member of the Dutch 
T ro tsky is t movement in Amsterdam 
and read regularly your very in 
teresting and in fo rm ative  paper. I  
wonder i f  one o f your young com
rades, boy or g ir l, would be in te r
ested in  corresponding w ith  me, so 
th a t we could exchange opinions 
and in fo rm a tion  about our respec
tive  countries.

The artic le  of J. R. Johnson about 
the Negro soldiers in  the U. S. A rm y 
(Aug. 11 M ilita n t) , te lling  of the 
consciousness of these Negroes to 
f ig h t the ir oppressors, we were 
very pleased w ith . Indeed, the most 
oppressed give the best revo lu tion
a ry  m ateria l, as we saw in the case 
o f A. Leon in  Belgium during the 
war.

Is there any possib ility o f our 
friends in  America publishing his 
book — A. Leon’s “ M ate ria lis t Con
ception of the Jewish Question” ?

M. P. 
Amsterdam, 
Netherlands

ED. NO TE: The M ilita n t w ill 
gladly forward M.P.’s address to any 
reader who would like to corre
spond w ith  him .

Pioneer Publishers is now en
gaged in ra ising funds from  sym
pathizers fo r the publication of 
Leon’s M arx is t analysis o f the Jew- 
is i r  question.

“ D a ily  M ir r o r ”  T ip  
A rouses R eade r’s I re
E dito r:

They say fish  is good bra in food. 
I f  so, I  ought to be in  the runn ing 
With E instein. We've been on a 
fish  d iet ever since the meat trus t 
got the idea they were selling the 
golden calf.

A t f ir s t  we ju s t dropped out of 
thè steak class. We stayed w ith  
the stew eaters u n til the competi
tion  got too s tiff. Then we moved 
in to  the odds and ends level. F ina lly  
wfe were in  the hamburger class — 
you know, the b righ t p ink  ground
up fa t and sinews the butcher k ind  
o f holds away from  his nose. I t  
fries down to steam and residue and 
i t ’s a ll you can do to swallow i t  
th in k in g  how long are you- going 
to be a damp, fool standing in  line 
to pay out money fo r scraps you 
w ou ldn 't fend the doe.

Then we moved in to  the fish

eating stra ta  o f the population. 
Fish. Fish. Fish. We’ve been eat
ing fish so steady I  can’t  te ll the 
days in  the week from  Friday any 
more.

When we f irs t shifted over, i t  was 
salmon and ha libut. Then the fish 
stores caught the price - raising 
fever. Our purchasing power stood 
s t ill as the price escalator moved 
up u n til we found our pocketbook 
f i t  the cod and f ile t of sole notch.

T ha t was bad enough; but tern- 
pus fug it, as I  read in a book, and 
next th ing  you know we were f r y 
ing flounders, porgies and some 
fish  I  don’t  know the name o f but 
they look like minnows.

You’d th in k  we’d h i t  bottom. B u t 
no. Once you run in to  a do lla r 
shortage i t ’s hard to recover w ith 
out a pipe line to the U. S. Public 
Treasury. Last week we were t r y 
ing out tuna, F irs t Avenue style. 
“ 30 cents w orth ,”  you te ll the fis h 
monger and he swings his machete 
and whacks you ou t a piece from  
a big chunk of bloody-looking blub
ber.

We aren’t  down to octopus yet, 
but I  won’t  be surprised one of 
these days to find  m yself try ing  to 
keep the stew pot lid  on one of the 
slim y monsters.

The pa y-o ff was the other eve
ning. The w ife brought in  the D a ily  
M irro r w h ile I  was s t ill p icking 
scales o ff  my s h ir t fro n t a fte r sup
per. I t  calms me a fte r I ’ve gone 
through another fish  d inner to catch 
up on the news ------ w ha t’s hap
pening to L i ’l Abner and w ill Happy 
Easter be rescued in  tim e by Steve 
Canyon from  the blonde who wears 
her evening gown backward and is 
there anyth ing new on the buyer- 
resistance fron t.

There on page two is some flash 
news: “ SAVE W IT H  FISH . W ith  
choice beef wholesaling a t $1.75 a 
pound and choice fish  re ta iling  iot
as lit t le  as $.17 a pound, i t  makes 
sense tt> have two fish  days a week. 
So says Prudence Penny, w ritin g  
today in  the M ir ro r ’s food budget 
series. You Will fin d  her recipes 
and tips on page 24."

I  don’t  care i f  beef is $1.75 o r $3 
a pound any more than I  give a 
damn i f  the national debt is $260,- 
000,000.000 or $300,000,000,000. B u t 
“ SAVE W IT H  F IS H .”  They call 
th a t news! TW O  fish  days a week! 
Us nearer to seven! Where has the 
M irro r been?

I  say take those recipes and tips 
and shove them down Prudence 
Penny’s throat.

Ind ignan t 
New York, N. Y.

A to m ic  B o m b  M akes 
L a b o r  P a r ty  U rg e n t
E dito r:

We are a ll up against a crisis we 
never m et before. The capitalists 
themselves are aware o f it. I f  we 
don’t  get a po litica l pa rty  o f our 
own, the atomic bomb w ill decide 
our lot. We w ill a ll have to lie 
down and die w ith  the Philistines as 
Samson did.

L. B. Courts 
H am ilton, Ohio

M ilitant Fund Drive 
Begun by Branches

Is n ’t  I t  T im e  F o r  
A  C hange  H e re  T o o ?
E dito r:

Now th a t the U n ited States 
Government has intervened and 
changed the Greek government and 
the T urk ish  government and is go
ing to make proposals leading 
toward the changing of the Chinese 
government as well, isn’t  i t  about 
tim e th a t the American people did 
something to change the United 
States government which like the 
others mentioned docs no t seem able 
to solve the most pressing problems 
facing its citizens?

A. F. C „ 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

M a r t in ’s E u lo g y  
O n  F reed om  T r a i l i
E dito r:

Today m artia l music f ille d  thè 
: air, ward heelers waxed eloquent, 
and Kate Sm ith's "God Bless Am er
ica” blared fo rth  from  a ll the radio 
stations as they launched thè Free
dom T ra in  in  Philadelphia.

L istening to Senator M a rtin  of 
Pennsylvania unleash his dema
goguery about the rich  heritage we 
in  America enjoy, I  though t of 
Sacco-Vanzetti, the Haym arket A f
fa ir, H arlan County, Centralia, thè 

i South. . . .
When I  arrived home I  found a 

le tte r aw aiting me. I t  ivas an ap
peal from  the Provisional C om m it
tee fo r the P o litica l R ights o f In 
dependent Labor Candidates. A 
personal note from  the Philadelph ia 
branch organizer called upon me 
to help out financ ia lly , m ora lly arid 
vocally in  calling a tten tion  to the 
County Board of Elections ba rring  
independent candidates from  the 
ba llo t in  Philadelphia.

I  thought o f M artin 's  rhetoric. 
"W e have a C onstitu tion and a B ill 
o f R ights,”  he said. "We have 
our c iv il liberties.”

The Senator would deem i t  im 
pe rtinen t to challenge tha t. B u t 
ju s t w ha t are c iv il liberties i f  they 

: are n o t allowed to function? W hy 
pay lip  service to something which 
is yanked back like a bone on a 
s tring  when the tim e comes to ex
ercise those liberties?

"G uard these precious c iv il l ib 
erties fo r a ll,”  M a rtin  went on. “ I f  
we perm it them to be wiped out for 
some m inorities — po litica l, racial 
or religious — then we shall lose 

■ them fo r a ll the people."
B arring  such a m in o rity  as the 

Socialist Workers Party o r Workers 
Party from  the ba llo t doesn’t  ob
ta in  here. However i t  makes for 
good p la tfo rm  verbiage. The Sen
ator has two utiliza tions fo r the 
above phrase: F irs t fo r  public oc
casions, and afterwards in to  the 
trash basket.

W hat Americans must do accord
ing to th is  high pu nd it of cap ita l
ism is to file  docile ly through Free
dom T ra in  and imagine themselves 
back in  the 18th century. They 
m ust believe th a t the men who p ro 
mulgated these documents meant 
them fo r an America of the type 

I which such "du ly  elected”  adm in
istrators as M a rtin  tells us we must 
have.

M artin , a mere tool of employing 
! capitalism , voiced his lesson well 
and i t  is to be hoped th a t his em
ployers give h im  a passing grade 
fo r his work. They should.

Norman Johnstone 
W estv illp  N  Ì

St. Paul Nets 15 Subs 
In Sunday M obilization

B y R ose K a rs n e r
T H E  M IL IT A N T  F U N D  campaign terminates with the 

Dec. l.S issue of this paper, leaving exactly ten weeks in which 
to fulfill the quotas: I f  you will divide what you owe on your 
pledge by ten you will arrive at a weekly figure to shoot a t  
In this manner ou can achieve 100% comfortably in time for
the Dec. 15 issue. The Local 
New York Director follows this 
procedure and finds that it 
works.

The first complete Score 
Board will begin to appear in 
the October 13 Militant. In the
meantime a ll branches are urged to 
rush the ir collections so we can be
g in  w ith  very few zeroes from  the 
start.

A ll copy for th is  column m ust be 
in  the hands of the editors by Tues
day of each week, T ha t means th a t 
your letters must be in our office not 
la ter than Monday in  order to make 
any given current issue. Bear this 
in  m ind, especially fo r  your last 
payment on the quota, which w ill 
have to reach us no t la te r than 
Monday, Dec. 12.

FfiOlVI T ilE  BLANCHES
LY N N —M ary Paule: "W e feel

confident th a t we w ill meet our fu ll 
quota before the closing of the 
drive.”

CLEViELANi) — Almeda K ings ley: 
"W e started our campaign o ff Sat
urday evening w ith  an open house 
fo r friends who attended a conven
tion  here. The enclosed check rep
resents the proceeds.”

BUFFALO —T. M a rtin : "Enclosed

herew ith  is $75 to apply on the M il
ita n t Fund Drive. We hope to meet 
our pledge very prom ptly .”

ST. LOUIS — D ick C la rk : “ E n
closed is a money order fo r $25 as 
our f irs t payment toward our quota.

"T he  organizer or th is  branch 
says: “ We decided to take the as
signed quota which is achieveable 
and w ill try  to raise as much money 
as we can above th is  am ount."

M ILW A U K E E  — J. O ’Connell: 
“ Tpe job w ill be a lit t le  tougher 
than  last time, but we pledge our
selves to do our best to meet the as
signed quota.”

Tota l received to Tuesday, Sept. 
23—$737, as follows:
Youngstown .................................  $200
Newark ..........................................  157
New York ....................................... 121
E uffa lo  .............   100
Chicago ........................................  80
St. Louis ....................................... 25
Philadelphia .................................  24
Akron ............................................  12
Cleveland ..................................... 11
Seattle ..........................................  2
Eureka, mem ber-at-large . . . .  5

Don’t le t the f irs t  Score Board ap
irear w ith  a zero next to your 
branch. Rush your collections and 
make sure your rem ittance reaches 
the national office by Tuesday, Oct. 
7. a t the very la'test.

The St. Paul Branch of the So
c ia lis t Workers Party scored again 
w ith  15 new readers to The M ilita n t. 
W in ifred  Nelson, M ilita n t Agent, 
typed out the following report im 
mediately a fte r the -comrades re
turned from  the ir Sunday m orning 
assignment: "T h irteen  of these
M ilita n t subscriptions were gotten by 
5 comrades who were out th is  m orn
ing fo r about an hour and a half. 
T h is  is a score of -2-3/5 subs per 
comrade, a lit t le  less than we did 
last time, but s till good and very en- 
courging. We also sold $1 w orth  of 
lite ra tu re  th is  m orning.”

*  *  *

The Milwaukee comrades tend to 
prove the old adage, subs are where 
you find  them. “ One of our com
rades,”  writes C. Andrews, M ilita n t 
Manager, "who was able to attend 
the Socialist Party picnic last week 
here was able to get three M ilita n t 
subs. Not bad, eh?”

Comrade Andrews also reports 
tha t Milwaukee is p lanning its reg
ular m onth ly  m obilization to take 
care of expired subscriptions. The 
mobilization w il be preceded by an
other w affle  breakfast.

*  *  *

The follow ing le tter from  J. Blake. 
Southside Branch, Los Angeles Lo
cal, arrived a fte r the conclusion o f 
L. A.s subscription campaign: "Now 
tha t the two m onths’ sub drive here 
is coming to an end, the com petition 
fo r shop subs, at least, seems to 
be getting keen. Enclosed is a 
check fo r $3.50 and 5 subs from  one 
of our friends in  General Motors. 
W e’ll probably have a slump in subs 
fo r the next two weeks, since the 
West Coast Vacation School starts 
Saturday, but Southside Branch w ill 
make fo llow -up work on expirations 
one of its  m ajor routine tasks im 
m ediately a fterw ard.”

*  *  *

In  addition to the above, we re
ceived 10 more subs today from  Los

PIONEER NOTES

Angeley bv registered m ail.
$ 3 *

The San Pedro Branch o f Lo: 
Angeles Local is now reaping bene
fits  from  previous d istribu tions 
C yn th ia  Rogaiin explains: ‘We hav< 
stopped free d is tribu tion  of T in  
M ilita n t and the comrades are sell
ing i t  at form er d is tribu tion  points 
Sales o f The M ilita n t a t Longshon 
Union meetings have averaged $( 
and $5 a m onth. We w ill now try 
to sell also a t the Ford Union meet
ing's, but can’t  hope fo r such a road: 
response. We’ve distribu ted the 
paper to the Longshoremen fo r s 
good 5 years now and to the Fore 
workers only during th is  past year.’

« * *

Various comrades in the St. Lonii 
Branch mailed in  a to ta l o f 7 sub
scriptions to The M ilita n t during the
week.

» * *

T h is  note from  Beatrice Allen 
L ite ra tu re  Agent fo r the I)etroi< 
Branch, acompanied 6 M ilita n t subs: 
“ There is no spectacular way ii: 
which the comrades here get subs— 
cad i one is a\\rfire of the value oi 
The M ilita n t anct the aid i t  is when 
sold to shop mates. For instance 
Comrade George who is Vice-Presi
dent of his Local ju s t tells the fe l
lows in  the shop th a t he has them 
on a lis t fo r a damn good paper and 
th a t he wants a do lla r from  them 
This works. 1 know because I  tried 
i t . ”

*  *  *

P i t t ’burgh Bn inch has requested 
a bundle increase of 10 copies a
week.

* * $

The Boston Branch sent the fo l
lowing telegram: "Can use 300 copies 
of the Sept. 22 issue fo r the U n ited 
E lectrical Workers Convention. Rush 
papers im m ediate ly.”

Another Letter 
To Our Readers

Dear Readers:
Many of you are not subscribers to our paper because 

you get it from a news-stand or from the M IL IT A N T  dis
tributor. That gives us no way of reaching you by mail. We 
therefore take this public method of writing to you.

In the issue cf Sept. 22 the 
editors addressed an Open Let
ter, requesting you to write 
about your experiences on the 
job, on the home front, in the 
neighborhood, and to send let
ters to the “Workers Forum”. 
In  these letters you should feel free 
to make comments, criticisms, sug
gestions, or ask questions about 
some issue in the labor movement 
about which you want our point of 
view or clarification.

These are no idle woras. The edi
tors are in  earnest. We are eagerly 
awaiting your communications. We 
w ant The M ilita n t to be your paper. 
We want you to be a M ilita n t con
tribu to r. Don’t  be shy about w r it 
ing.

In  the same issue of the paper 
(Sept. 22), we reported why The 
M ilita n t needs financ ia l aid and 
gave the quotas the branches of the 
Socialist Workers Party have ac
cepted. To meet these pledges, the 
members of the pa rty  w ill have to 
make prsonal sacrifices. They w ill 
do th is  cheerfully, because The 
M ilita n t figh ts  consistently fo r the 
k ind o f a world they envision. A 
w orld  o f peace and plenty fo r all. 
A world free from  oppression and 
discrim ination. A world where “ a ll 
men are created free and equal”  w ill 
become a fact, no t as i t  is today, 
a mere phrase mouthed by states
men on ceremonial occasions. A 
world governed by the rule o f “ to 
each according to his needs, from  
each according to his ab ility .”  In  a 
word, a world f i t  fo r hum an dig
n ity .

The Socialist W orkers P arty  be
lieves tha t the cap ita lis t system of 
private ownership and production 
fo r p ro fit is doomed because i t  can 
no longer feed, clothe and shelter 
the vast m a jo rity  of people who are

the producers of the w orld ’s riches. 
No social system can endure when 
i t  has reached th is  stage in  its  de
velopment. Capitalism  must go. I t  
must be replaced by a higher order 
—a social system of production fo r 
use, a Socialist society.

T h is  is no w ishfu l th ink ing. No 
figm ent of the im agination o r plot 
of a hand fu l o f “ reds.”  T h is  is the 
hard rea lity  of life , granted in  part 
even by cap ita lis t economists. ,

W hen you believe in  these ideas, 
as the members of the Socialist 
Workers Party do, personal sacrifices 
become rela tive ly ins ign ificant, be
cause fo r serious people, to believe 
in  something means to do w hat you 
can to help make i t  a rea lity ; o the r
wise, you are only a sterile utopian.

A lthough the great m a jo rity  of our 
readers are not members o f the So
cia list Workers Party, we feel con
fiden t th a t most of you agree in  the 
m ain w ith  these views.

The M ilita n t unceasingly explains 
w hat Socialism is and' how to bring 
i t  about. W hen enough people be
come convinced th a t socialism is the 
only salvation fo r m ankind, the 
task of steering a course away from  
barbarism w ill become easy.

To help The M ilita n t is to help 
spread th is  message.

You can help in  two ways:
Send your stories and letters to 

the editors.
C lip the coupon below, p in  a b ill 

to i t  and m a il to The M ilita n t. No 
amount, too large. No amount, too 
small.

Whatever your contribu tion is, 
w ritten  or financia l, large or small, 
be sure of one th ing : i t  w ill be a 
good investment th a t w ill pay d iv i
dends fo r you and your children in 
the new world th a t’s in  b irth .

F ra terna lly ,
ROSE KARSNER 
D irector, M ilita n t Fund

W est Coast Camp 
Ends Successful 
Vacation School

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 20—A l
though “ M arxism  in  Am erica’ ’ was 
the theme o f the West Coast Vaca
tion School fo r Workers th is year, 
in ternationalism  stole the show. D isr 
cussions on colonial problems were 
led by friends who have participated 
in  the working class struggles of 
Ind ia  and Palestine. Canadian 
friends described the po litica l strug
gles in  th a t country.

Move than 150 persons coming 
from  Canada. New York. Chicago, 
Seattle. San Francisco, San Diego, 
and the Los Angeles area p a rtic i
pated in  the Camp’s activ ity . A to ta l 
of 45 "were in  regular attendance at 
the classes held in  H istorical M a
terialism , M arxism  in  America, 
Capital, and Public Speaking.

The Camp is situated in beautifu l 
Carbon Canyon which offers excel
lent paths fo r h ik ing  and horseback 
rid ing . In  the midday heat the 
modern swimming pool was crowded 
w ith  swimmers, sunbathers, and an 
audience fo r the water games. Base
ball and tennis games were o r
ganized by and fo r the active.

A ll th a t attended agreed th a t th is  
was the best School the West Coast 
has hold and th a t th is  should be
come an annual a ffa ir.

STATEM ENT OF OW NERSHIP

Statem ent o f the Ownership, 
Management, C ircula tion, etc., re
quired by the Acts of Congress of 
August 24, 1912, and M arch 3. 1833. 
of The M ilita n t, published weekly at 
New York, N.Y., for October 1, 1947.

State of New Ybrk, County of New 
York. Before me, a Notary Public 
in and fo r the State and county 
aforesaid, personally appeared Reba 
Aubrey, who, having been duly sworn 
according to law. deposes and says 
th a t he is the Business Manager of 
The M ilita n t and th a t the fo llow 
ing is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement o f the 
ownership, management (and i f  a 
daily, weekly, semiweekly o r t r i 
weekly newspaper, the c ircu la tion), 
etc. of the aforesaid publication fo r 
the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the August 24, 1912, as 
amended by the acts of M arch 3, 
1933, and Ju ly 2. 1946 (section 537, 
Postal Laws and Regulations), p r in t
ed on the reverse of th is  form , to 
w it:

1. T ha t the names and addresses 
o f the publisher, editor, managing 
ed itor, and business managers are: 
Publisher, M ilita n t Publishing Assn.. 
116 University Place, New Y ork 3; 
Editor, F arre ll Dobbs. 116 U niversity 
Place. New York 3; M anaging E d i
tor, Farre ll Dobbs, 116 U niversity 
Flace. New York 3; Business M an
ager, Reba Aubrey, 116 U niversity 
Flace. New Y ork 3.

2. T h a t the owner is: G f owned 
by a corporation, its name and ad
dress m ust be stated and also im 
mediately thereunder the names and 
addresses of stockholders owning or 
hold ing one percent or more of tota l 
amount of stock. I f  not owned by a 
corporation, the names and ad 
dresses of the ind iv idua l owners 
m ust be given. J f owned by a firm , 
company, or other unincorporated 
concern, its  name and address, as 
well as those of each ind iv idua l 
member, must be given.) M ilita n t 
Publishing Assn., 116 University 
Place. New York 3; Farre ll Dobbs, 
116 University Place, New York 3. 
Reba Aubrey, 116 U niversity Place. 
New Y ork  3.

3. T h a t the known bondholders, 
mortgagees, and other security ho ld
ers owning or ho ld ing 1 percent or

Pioneer Publishers’ two newest 
pam phlets, American S talin ism  and 
A nti-S ta lir.ism , by James P. Can
non, 15c, and F ig h t the Slave Labor 
Law, a statem ent by the National 
Committee o f the Socialist Workers 
Party, 5c, are selling so rap id ly  tha t 
SWP branches • are con tinua lly  re 
ordering, even a fte r tak ing more 
than orig ina l quotas to s ta rt w ith .

*  *  *

Minneapolis lite ra tu re  agent Julia 
Z. reports: “ Last n igh t two com
rades sold 110 copies of F igh t the 
Slave Labor Law in a lit t le  better 
than h a lf an hour a t a C IO  mass 
meeting protesting the T a ft-H a rtle y  
Slave Labor Law'.

"S ta lin is ts  baited our salesmen by- 
yelling ‘T ro tsky ite ’ and te lling  w ork
ers not to buy a ‘T ro tsky ite ’ pam ph
let. One worker replied, ‘W hat do- 
you mean, Trotskyite? I t ’s against 
T a ft-H a rtle y  and w hat is wrong 
w ith  it?  I ’m going to buy one.’

“ Another worker who thought- we 
were selling S ta lin is t lite ra tu re  said 
he would no t buy anyth ing pu t out 
by the S ta lin ists — a fte r w hat they 
did during the war they should be 
run  out of every union in  town. 
A fte r our comrade showed h im  our 
SWP pam phlet, he readily bought 
it. The 5c price greatly helps sales.

"A t a sm aller meeting a few 
yveeks ago we sold 30 B u ild  a Labor 
P arty NOW ! (by George Clarke, 
10c) in  about 20 m inutes.”

* * *

How'ard Grabbel, Chicago lite ra 
ture agent, wrote: “ A t an A FL 
Labor Day Rally 10 comrades sold 
101 F igh t the Slave Labor Law and 
8 B u ild  a Labor Party N O W !”

ir :h *

In  preparation fo r a union picket

more o f to ta l amount of bonds, 
mortgages, or other securities are: 
( I f  there are none, so state.) None.

4. T h a t the tw'o paragraphs next 
above, giving the names of the own
ers. stockholders, and security ho ld 
ers, i f  any, contain not only the lis t 
o f stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of 
the company bu t also, in  cases where 
the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the com
pany as trustee or in any other f i 
duciary re lation, the name of the 
person or corporation fo r whom such 
trustee is acting, is given; also tha t 
the said two paragraphs contain 
statements embracing a ffian t’s fu ll 
knowledge and belief as to the c ir
cumstances and conditions under 
which stockholders and security 
holders who do not appear upon the 
books of the company as trustees, 
hold stock and securities in a ca
pacity other than th a t of bona fide 
owner; and th is a ffian t has no rea
son to believe th a t any other per
son, association or corporation has 
any in terest direct or ind irect in  the 
said stocks, bonds, or other securi
ties than as so stated by him.

5. T h a t the average number of 
copies of each issue of th is  publica
tion sold or distributed, through the 
m ails or otherwise, to paid sub
scribers during the twelve m onths

line against Senator T a ft  in  Seattle 
Sept. 23, lite ra tu re  agent Joyce 
Hesser ordered 80 more copies o f 
F igh t the Slave Labor Law a fte r 
an orig ina l o lder of 75.

M ilwaukee quickly sold 50 o f the 
F igh t pam phlet (10 above quota) 
and ordered 30 more.

S *

St. Paul’s f irs t 75 copies went 
fast and Paul Chelstrom ordered 
50 more, reporting : “ On Sept. 12 
the AFL, C IO  and Railroad B ro th 
erhoods held a ra lly  to set up jo in t  
po litica l action against the con
gressmen who voted fo r the T a ft-  
H artley Law. One comrade sold 50 
copies o f F igh t the Slave Labor Law 
in  20 m inutes and could have sold 
more i f  we had had them .”

s o 3

Calumet branch telegraphed fo r
200 of th is  pam phlet when its  f ir s t
lo t was quickly exhausted.

* * O
Nine New York comrades sold 

more than 100 pamphlets, about 
h a lf of them F igh t the Slave Labor 
Lav/, a t a Wallace meeting. About 
40 B uild  a Labor Party NOW! were 
sold and 13 American S talin ism  and 
A n ti-S ta lin ism .

# $ *
A kron agent E. A lexander reor

dered the S talin ism  pam phlet, re
porting , “ I t  is selling very well — 
easy to sell In the plants.”

* * *
L ive ly  D e tro it branch sold 82 

Pioneer books anc! pamphlets, of 
14 d iffe re n t titles, a t three recent 
meetings in  a single week.

* »:• .+
Order these pam phlets or send for 

price lis t: Pioneer Publishers, 117 
U niversity Place, New Y ork 3, N.Y.

preceding the date shown above is 
12.500 average weekly. (Th is  in fo r 
m ation is required from  daily, week
ly, semiweekly and triweekly news
papers only.)

Reba Aubrey, business manager. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 15th day of Sept., 1947.

Carnig A jam ian
(Seal)
(M y commission expires M arch 30, 

1948.)



W hen the alarm  clock jangles in the darkness of 
e a r l/  m orning I  hate to be a worker. When I  have 
to  go to work on the n ig h t s h ift w ith  the rest of the 

town getting ready to  sleep i t  seems 
terrib le. W hen there's a coke mess 
on the furnace on a hot afternoon 
I  begin to wonder how much longer 
I ’l l  be able to take it.

B u t a ll in  all, in  spite of the h igh 
prices and low wages, in  spite of 
the sweaty hardships and fie ry dan- 
Ters of the job. in spite of the s h ift 
work, there’s something about blast 
furnaces. . . .

W hen we fin ish  up a day’s (or n ig h t’s) work and 
drop in to  E m il’s place fo r a beer before going home, 
we ta lk  about a lo t of d iffe re n t things, but some
tim e before we walk out of the door one o f us 
w ill s ta rt ta lk ing  about one of the furnaces. Usually 
w hat he w ill have to say is bad, fo r instance, “ I  
hate .than damn Number Seven! Never know when 
something is going to burn out and blow up. They 
pushed It. too hard in the war, and i t ’s never gonna 
be any good any more." O r: “ A m an’s crazy to 
stay at a damn job like th is !”

B u t there’s always in terest in furnace talk. Sym p
toms are cited. Number Three’s been ro lling  and 
heaving a ll day. Num ber’ Two's iro n ’s had so much 
silicon fo r the past week and a h a lf th a t you tear 
up the runners when you try  to clean them. Then 
the gang begins to diagnose. The reason why Seven 
burn.v so many tuyeres is th a t they use a d iffe re n t 
k ind  o f ore in  her. They used th a t k ind down in  
Sparrows P o in t in  Bethlehem, and i t  did the same 
th in g  there. No, th inks somebody else, i t ’s jus t 
th a t they use too much w ind on the furnace, too 
much blast; th a t’s why the tuyeres burn out.

You always hear ta lk  like  th is in  E m il’s place. 
Sometimes i t  mounts in to  arguments, not too heated 
ones, of course. I've  seeir Jim m y leer in to  S lim ’s 
face and say, "M an, you’ve never learned anyth ing 
about a blast furnace in  a ll the years you been w ork
ing on them.”  Ar.d S lim  was quick to defend his 
grasp on furnace lore and deride Jim m y's ideas.

The average furnace man is, I  th ink , a furnace 
man a t heart in  a way. I  know the gang w ill howl

when they see this, bu t i t ’s true. He hates the 
furnaces, there’s no doubt of tha t. To "him  the blast 
furnace means sweat th a t pours ra the r than seeps, 
fatigue th a t is deeper than any other k ind  known 
to him . I t  means the cu tting  scorch th a t shoots from  
the iron and slag during cast. To the furnace man 
the lurnace is a monster th a t must be overcome, a 
looming evil s p ir it  fu ll of cunning ways to make 
miserable the lives of the furnace gang, and some
times to k il l members of th a t gang.

When I  say he’s a furnace man at heart I  don’t  
mean he has any love fo r the furnaces. He feels 
a deep hatred fo r them; to h im  i t  often seems in 
a vague way th a t the colossus o f the furnace stand
ing solid and tremendous in  the red-brown d ir t  of 
the furnace yard is his real enemy, his actual master, 
while the company itse lf,’ the management w ith  its 
board of directors and stockholders is something very 
remote and no t so real.

B u t s t ill there's something. . . . I ’ve read about 
how the sea gets in to  the blood of men, who, ha ting  
i t  and fearing it, are yet drawn to i t  again and again. 
I  know th a t men are actually drawn back to jobs 
they hate because they need money, and they can best 
earn money on the job they know. But i t ’s r.ot 
th a t alone.

When the workers take contro l of the government 
one of these days and throw  out the capitalists, there 
w ill s t ill be sailors, and there w ill s t ill be blast furnace 
men. “ I t ’s the romance of the open hearth,”  says 
a /n e n d  of mine who has spent twenty years there. 
And he’s ju s t a’ regular guy, no t a dreamer or a poet. 
I t ’s th a t way w ith  us too.

1 his spell is on us. The iron has gone in to  our 
blood. B u t don’t  th in k  tha t makes us satisfied. Down 
in  the subterranean passages in  our brains is the 
seed of a thought tha t w ill one day burst in to  bloom:

These furnaces th a t we work on must belong to 
us. We must take them from  the bandits who “ own” 
them We know them. We have seen them cast 
the ir red lig h t against the m id n ig h t skies. We have 
sweated and died .upon them. We work them and 
know them  and are one w ith  them. And when we 
take’' the fti over in  socialist production, we’l l  make 
the. wprking conditions on them f i t  fo r men.

Just how you can make decent conditions on a 
bias; furnace, I  don’t  know as yet. B u t the Socialist 
workers of tomorrow w ill f in d  the "way.

Your Verdict On James Hickman

Where are your sympathies in  the James H ick 
man case — w ith  the State of I llin o is  which wants 
to convict and execute h im  on the charge o f m ur

dering his landlord, or w ith  H ick 
man and those members of his fam 
ily  who managed to survive the 
terrib le  f ire  th a t burned the four 
H ickm an children to death last 
w inter?

To answer th a t question, you must 
know the facts. Not only the fact 
about H ickm an shooting his land
lo rd; nobody denies th a t fact, but 
there is more to i t  than tha t. You 
must also know why he shot him , you 

m ust also know about the conditions under which 
H ickm an and his fam ily  lived, you must also under
stand the whole background of the case. Otherwise 
you are no t qualified to judge his action a t all, or 
to take sides in  the coming tr ia l.

F irs t, you must take in to  consideration the hous
ing shortage. I f  no t fo r this housing shortage, M r. 
and Mrs. H ickm an and th e ir seven children would 
never have been forced to move in to  a tin y  a ttic  
room, w ithou t lights, heat o r water, in  a fire trap  
tenement house. Who was responsible fo r the hous
ing shortage — Hickm an? No, i t  was the cap ita lis t 
system and the greedy real estate interests who con
spire to prevent a large low-cost housing program 
so th a t they can jack up the rents in  existing bu ild 
ings.

Next, you must remember tha t Chicago, like most 
other American cities, is ruled by restrictive cov
enants, which pe rm it landlords to get together and 
agree th a t Negroes like James H ickm an shall not be 
perm itted to ren t or buy a home anywhere except in 
the  Negro Ghetto. H ickm an had a job, and i f  not

fo r these restrictive covenants he would surely have 
rented a home elsewhere. Was H ickm an responsible 
fo r this? No, i t  was the cap ita lis t system, which 
rests on J im  Crow foundations, and i t  was the great 
State o f Illino is , which tolerates such d iscrim ination 
and now wants to take the life  of H ickm an, who is 
the v ic tim  of such d iscrim ination.

And fina lly , you must th in k  about the other facts 
in  the case. The landlord ordered H ickm an and the 
other tenants to move so he could convert the apart
ments and get h igher rents. He threatened to burn 
them out when they d idn ’t  move. A fte r the fire  a 
kerosene can, never seen before by the tenants, wrs 
found near the H ickm an attic . Who was gu ilty  of 
these things — Hickman? No, the g u ilt belonged 
to the Chicago authorities who did no th ing about 
the fire trap  conditions in  the bu ild ing, and to the 
landlord, who likewise did no th ing about them  and 
who in  addition, there is good reason to suspect, 
h im self arranged the murderous fire.

I  don’t  know w hat cap ita lis t po litic ians or judges 
or landlords w ill say, bu t I  am sure th a t working 
people, Negroes, fathers of murdered children, ten- 
an ls evicted from  the ir homes or forced to live in 
firet.raps, w ill have no d iff ic u lty  in  a rriv ing  a t a 
verd ict of not gu ilty  fo r James Hickman.

H ickm an m ust and can be freed to re tu rn  to the 
p it i fu l rem nants of his fam ily . B u t th a t can be 
achieved only i f  the working people, white and Negro, 
com-.- to his defense and make the ir voices heard. 
We should not w a it u n til the tr ia l is over; we should 
raise our voices in protest now; the greater the 
protest, the greater the chance th a t he w ill be ac
quitted. Let every mass organization swing in to 
action now and send copies of the ir resolutions and 
financ ia l aid to the H ickm an Defense Committee, 
4619 South Parkway, Chicago 15, Illino is .

L i’l Abner Gagged

O r a ll the comic strips L i’I Abner, drawn by A1 
Capp, is one o f the top favorites. T h is  is deserved 
since most funnies aren ’t  very funny. The great 
m a jo rity  are serialized soap operas or amazing stories. 
B u t L i ’I Abner is 'funny. I t  is noteworthy fo r its 
o rig ina l characters like Lonesome Polecat, Fearless 
Fosdick, Hairless Joe and many more.

Now the steel trus t stooges who own the P itts 
burgh Press have decided th a t the ir readers should not 
be corrupted by L i ’I Abner. Tire insta llm ents o f th is 
comic have simply been le ft out of the paper fo r a 
whole week.

To ju s tify  th is  action, the paper ran an ed itoria l 
sta ting th a t the current episodes of L i 'l  Abner were 
“ objectionable" because they burlesqued a Senator. 
I t  seems th a t Senator Phogbound of Dogpatch' is 
corrupt, ignorant ai d moronic. The editors o f the 
P ittsburgh Press don’t  th in k  our national legislators 
should be portrayed th a t way, even in  a comic strip. 
W ell, le t’s look a t the record.

There are many cases o f proven bribe-tak ing by 
our W ashington “ solons.”  You don’t  have to go back 
to the Teapot Dome scandal, ju s t look at recent times. 
Huey L t . ig ’s shakedowns and corruption were hardly 
concealed by him . Champion race-hater and ignor
amus Senator B ilbo adm itted tak ing ju icy  "g if ts ” 
in  connection w ith  war contracts. Representative 
May, head o f the House Committee on M ilita ry  A ffa irs  
d u rin g  the war, has been convicted fo r his paytrio tic  
efforts. And ju s t to ,show th a t th is isn’t  a char
acteristic peculiar to Southern Senators, th in k  o f the 
questions th a t Senator Brewster o f Maine has yet 
to answer.

Senator Phogbound lends his aid to the defeat 
o f £ b ill to broadcast the Senate proceedings. In  
reward fo r his services ar.d vote, the other Senators 
appropriate two m illio n  dollars to build a university 
in  his d is tr ic t to be known as Phogbound University 
or i'.U . Now is th is  a dreamed-up libel of the Senate!

The facts are th a t Congress has fo r many years 
rejected b ills to broadcast proceedings. I t ’s very 
obvious why they don’t  w ant the voters listening in 
on them. I t  is also a well-established fac t tha t Senate 
por.c barrel b ills are passed on the basis o f "you 
vote fo r th is and I ’l l  vote fo r an appropria tion fo r 
your d is tric t.”

The author of L i ’I Abner need no t be credited 
w ith  great fic tion a l a b ility  on the basis of his por
traya l o f a Senator. Apparently he has studied Am er
ican po litics and spent some tim e in  the Senate 
gallery listening to -the proceedings and making 
sketches.

The p8y-o ff, however, is when the P ittsburgh Press 
hypocritica lly  states th a t i t  is protecting its  ch ild  
readers. W hat a laugh! T h is  yellow cap ita lis t sheet 
which goes a ll-o u t in  coverage of murders, rapes, 
love-nest scandals, etc., is suddenly interested in the 
kids. They never worried about the effect o f L itt le  
O rphan Annie’s g lo rifica tion  of scabbing, or the crime 
comics, or the sexy ones whose only form  of “ hum or” 
is the g ir l reporter fa llin g  down w ith  her skirts over 
her head.

I  thought the smelliest ind iv idua l in  the country 
was the Dogpatch character who was inside man at 
the skunk works, but the editors of the P ittsburgh 
Press seem to have copped the tit le  from  him .

Notes from  the News
SAME DIFFERENCE? — J. D. Watson escaped 

from  the N orth  Carolina State Prison in  May 1946. 
Then he jo ined the Army. Last week he turned up at 
the prison gate and asked fo r readm ittance because 
he couldn’t  stand the Army.

Ki i f

J IM  CROW BALLO TS—Governor M. E. Thom p
son has approved arrangements fo r J im  Crow voting 
in  the Georgia primaries. Segregation w ill be com
plete; d iffe re n t buildings w ill be used fo r white and 
Negro voters; use of pa rtitions in  the same bu ild ing 
is outlawed.

*  «

LA C K  OF IN C E N TIV E  — Recruitm ent in to  the 
armed forces has slumped notably since w ithdraw al

of special benefits under the G I B il l of R ights. In  
August recru iting  fo r the Arm y was 33% below re
quirements ar.d fo r the Navy 22% below.

O *  r

STRANGE CAMP—Such union leaders as W illiam  
Green and A. F. W hitney are in the same camp as 
a lo t of labor-hating  Southern Democrats in  pushing 
Gael Sullivan fo r the chairm anship of the Democratic 
National Committee.

*  *  *

LAND OF FREE? — Deputies are keeping thou- 
rnds of ag ricu ltu ra l workers from  crossing the state 
line out of Texas. In  ad jo in ing states cotton pickers 
get $3 per 100 pounds — in  Texas they get between 
$1.50 and $2.

Flint UAW  Locals Set Up Own 
Grocery Store to Fight HCL

D e tro it Cops H e lp  Scabs
B y J e rry  K ir k

F L IN T , Mich., Sept. 22 —  All four General Motors locals
of tl'.e C IO  United Auto Workers here have made plans to
establish wholesale grocery stores in their union halls to help
relieve the pressure cf high food prices. Each local is buying;
thousands of dollars of canned ♦’,~ , t. ,b itte r feelings of the workers. None
food weekly a n d  selling them 0f  the f ast ta lk  about a steel sttort- 
at wholesale prices to their age has made an impression in 
members. This proposal has F lin t. The auto workers are con- 
evoked a very favorable response , vinced the corporation is interested 
from  the rank and f ile  who w ant In m ain ta in ing  a scarcity in bfder 
the unions to rea lly do something ! to keep prices up. 
about the big squeeze on the ir pay j Short paychecks have given rise 
checks. to the demand fo r an immediate

Two days a fte r the D e tro it Ford 1 f ig h t fo r the s ix -hou r day a t eight 
Highland Park local announced the i hours pay. Th is was f irs t  raised

by the Pioneer group a t Fisher 
I Br.dy. In  a leafle t they state:

“ We believe plans m ust be made

Mayor Jeffries’ police force in Detroit has unleashed a campaign of 
bru’ivlity against striking garage workers and their union. CAW -CIO  
Local 415. Pickets in the month-old strike have been arre. led and court 
orders issued against the union. Above the cops are shown with clubs 
ready for action as they try to push a path through pickets at the Jerry 
McCarthy garage.

/vll ranks of the UAW are protesting the scab-protecting activities 
of the palice. A citj*-wide meeting of local union, leaders ha:< pledged full 
support; :o has the UAW International Executive Board. Detroit union
ists are asking w lu t Jeffries’ cops will be like after the coming election 
if they arc so vicious during his campaign for Mayor.

Federated Pictures

Lerner-for-Mayor Drive 
Gains Speed in Detroit

D E T R O IT , Sept. 23 —  The Socialist Workers Party camr 
paign for Howard Lerner for Mayor is in high gear now, with 

1 two weeks to go to the Oct. 7 primaries.
A successful open-air rally was^held in the Negro section 

last Saturday. Rev. Charles A-. HiitttjpTOgressive Negro Coun-

Trainer Opens 
Boston Campaign 
On October 4

Protest Meeting 
Held in Phila.

Rally To Be Held for 
School Board Candidate

BOSTON, Sept. 24 — The j
drive to elect Lawrence P.
Trainor to the Boston School j
Committee will be form ally'
opened at the bang-up Social |
and Dance on the evening of
Oct. 4, the Socialist Workers 7 * | 
Committee announced today, j
Trainor, veteran of the socialist! 

1 and trade union movement, w i l l1 
give a b rie f address during which : 
he w ill po in t out the necessity fo r j 
labor to elect its  own representa
tives to public office.

1 A ll workers are inv ited  to a t
tend. th is  Social and Dance a t 30 
S tua rt St.; pa rticu la rly  the readers 

1 of The M ilitant. Here, besides hav
ing an enjoyable evening of re laxa
tion . they w ill be able to meet 
T ra ino r and other M ilitant readers, i

PLAN SOUND TRUCK
The Com m ittees campaign plans 

are already being carried out. Elec
tion  lite ra tu re  is now in  the p r in t-  
shop, radio time is being contracted 
fo r and a sound truck has been 
hired fo r the closing days of the 
campaign. The number o f people 

■ readied in  the campaign w ill na- 
I tu ra lly  depend upon the meager 
• resources of the Committee, which 
is made up of working people. A ll 
friends of labor are urged to con- 

I tribu te  whatever they can possibly 
spare.

W ith  regards to campaign ex
penditures. T ra in o r issued the fo l
lowing statem ent:

“ Isn ’t  i t  a b it strange th a t the 
professional po litica l parasites who 
dominate Boston’s po litica l life  w ill 
spend up to $20.000 - $25,000 in  cam
paigning fo r an office th a t pays 
no salary? Surely, no one is stupid 
enough to accuse these people of 
ever being se lf-sacrific ing fo r the 
general public. No one ever heard 
of them con tribu ting  a red penny 
to s trik ing  and persecuted workers. 
The righteous cause of labor is 
alien to them  except a t election 
time.

“ They are no t wealthy individuals. 
T he ir trade is po litics where they 
live by the rule ‘Get yours and 
the devil take the hindm ost.’ And 
playing w ith  Boston’s $18,000,000 
school budget is no t to be sneezed 
at.

“ Labor m ust p u t a stop to th is 
con game of ly ing and deception 

j and plunder. The only way to do 
th is  is to elect labor's own members 

: to public o ffice where they w ill be 
responsible to labor.

! “ In  th is campaign I  ask labor to 
make a beginning towards th a t 
goal by electing me to the School 
Committee. There I  w ill speak in 

' the name o f labor — and labor 
! alone.”

plan, the United Progress and Ac
tion  and Rank and F ile  caucuses 
spearheaded the same idea in  UAW  
Chevrolet Local 659. Simultaneous
ly  Bob Carter, president of AC 
Sparkplug, raised a s im ila r p ro 
posal. The F isher Body workers’ 
a tten tion  to the wholesale grocery 
plan was raised by a new caucus 
called Pioneer which is headed by 
Ray Tucker, a m ilita n t of long 
standing in  the local.

A t the m oment the F lin t  auto 
workers in terest is centered on the 
UAW  convention to be held in  No
vember. I t  comes a t a tim e when 
tension in  the plants is m ounting 
daily. Scores o f ira te  veterans and 
seniority m en .a re  expressing the ir 

j pent-up ire on ind iv idua l foremen.
This results from  many factors. 

! The corporation has speeded up as- 
! sembly lines white a t the same tim e 
| thousands of workers are being sent 

home a fte r six or seven hours. The 
short pay checks aggravate the

now fo r ttie  30-hour week a t .40 
hours pay. The miners have tjré 
6 ’4 hour day a t 8 hours pay! We 
can get i t  too. A new leadership 
w ith  fig h tin g  sp ir it can bring this 
o the UAW  convention.”

D uring  the past few m onths a 
regroupment has taken place in  
Chevrolet. The adm in is tra tion  Of
ficers have s p lit away from  the 
Progress and Action  Caucus, and 
this body has since un ited w ith  th è  
Rank and F ile Caucus and drawn 
up a jo in t slate fo r the UAW  con
vention.

A t the last Chevrolet membership 
meeting the united caucuses con
tinued the ir f ig h t fo r a Labor Party. 
\  strong resolution addressed to 
he convention was overwhelm ingly 

passed despite the parliam entary 
objections of two top officers o f the 
local. (See story on Page 1.)

SWP Labor Secretary 
Hits Deportation Drive 
As Anti-Union Assault

M IN N E A P O L IS , Sept. 2 3 --------A vigorous denunciation
of government persecutions of foreign-born trade unionists 
was made here today by Vincent R. Dunne, National >Labor 
S e c r e t a r y  of the Socialist 
Workers Party. His full st3te-
ment follows:

"A  news story in  the Minneapolis 
M orn ing Tribune Sept. 18 states 
th a t Peter W arhol, who was ex
pelled from  the AFL Upholsterers 
Union last June on the charge of 
being a follower of the Communist 
Party, had been arrested by fed
eral im m igra tion  authorities and 
faces deportation.

“ I t  is im portan t to ,’note th a t the 
arrest of W arhol coincides w ith  the 
arrest of two New Y ork trade qnion 
offic ia ls  by the im m igra tion  au
thorities there. John Santo a id  
Michael Obermeier are geing tried
on the same charges.

/
“ The Socialist Workers Party de

clares tha t these actions by the 
im m igration authorities arc proof 
th a t the adm in is tra tion  a t W ash
ington is moving s w ift ly  and b ru t
ally against trade unions. Such a 
drive is obviously intended to te r
rorize the Am erican labor move
ment.

“ T h a t W arho l’s b ir th  place hap
pens to be Russia furnished a con
venient pretext fo r the government 
rction against him . Can any in 
formed person doubt th a t th is  move 
fits  in  perfectly w ith  the plans of 
the reactionary group of labo r-ha t
ers, who are now developing the ir 
program fo r war upon the Soviet 
Union?

“ Socialist Workers P arty opposi
tion to S ta lin ’s police state regime 
is well known. B u t we do not be
lieve th a t American im peria lism  in 
tends to bring democracy to the 
people of the Soviet Union. Free
dom w ill come to the Russian w ork
ers and farm ers only when they 
themselves find  a way to overthrow 
S ta lin ’s bureaucratic machine.

“ Jus: as we oppose American im - 
p e ria li:! interference in  the a ffa irs  
of the Soviet peoples, so likewise 
do v'e condemn a ll cap ita lis t in - 
terf< rence in  the in te rna l a ffa irs  
of working class organizations. Ik'e 
term these persecutions of W arhol, 
Santo and Obermeier as steps on 
the bloody path marked out by 
Mussolini and H it le r !”

V INCEN T R. DUNNE

SWP W ins Right 
To Use Name on 
New York Ballot

NEW  YO R K, Sept. 19—The Board 
of Elections today upheld the r ig h t 
of Robert W illiam s, candidate fo r 
J tate Senator in  the 23rd Senate 
D is tric t, to appear on the ba llo t in  
November under the designation of 
Socialist W orkers Party. The de
cision was made in  response to ob
jections raised by Norm an Thomas' 
Socialist Party.

T h is  was the second tim e tha t 
o ffic ia l agencies in  New Y ork State 
had decided in  favor of the Social
is t W orkers P a rty ’s r ig h t to use 
its name on the ba llo t in  opposition 
to com plaints by the SP. In  the 
1946 G ubernatoria l contest, the SE 
brought legal action before the 
State Supreme Court which heard 
the challenge and decided in  favor 
of the Socialist W orkers Party. The 
decision a t th a t tim e was based on 
the fac t th a t the electorate and not 
the court must decide which party 
had the r ig h t to call itse lf “ So
cia list.”

D ia ry  o f a S tee l W o r k e r

The Furnaces and th e  Men
B y  T h e o d o re  K o v a le s k y

T h e  N e g ro  S trugg le-

B y  W illia m  E . B o h a n n a n

By George Lavan -

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Sept. 23— Irene P. LeCompte, Social
ist Workers Party candidate for City Council, Jack Radar, 
Workers Party candidate, and David H. H. Felix, defense 
attorney, addressed a large crowd that attended the Defense 
Rally Social held last Saturday night at the M ilitant Labor
Forum Hall. The rally was 
called by the Provisional De
fense Committee to protest the 
arbitrary rejection of the legal 
nomination papers of the two 
parties and to mobilize support 
or the four victims of Repub

licans and Democratic court- 
martial injustice..

Labor-hating Judge M cD evitt had 
sentenced the two candidates to 
$100 or 30 days in  ja il,  and the ir 
owy pre-emptors to $50 or 30 days. 
They are now ou t on ba il pending 
an appeal scheduled to come up in 
the State Superior Court next 
March.

Defense A ttorney Fe lix  opened his 
remarks at the ra lly  by sta ting tha t 
the denial of the ballot to the SWP 
and W P has brought Pennsylvania 
politics, and Philadelphia politics ir 
pa rticu lar, to a new’ low. He hkec 
sd the action o f Judge M cD evitt in  
sentencing the four tp a ’ 'to ta lita r i
an decree."

“ The Republican Party, which 
iom inates state politics, iand its  
:ept woman, the Democratic Party, 
which plays along fo r lit t le  favors, 
lave the ir own in te rpre ta tion  of the 
B ill of R ights—only Republicans 
in d  Democrats are allowed on the 
ja llo t."  he said. “ T h is  is the Penn- 
vlvania , counterpart of • the Jim  

Crow w hite prim ary in  the South 
The action against the SWP and 
WP emphasizes the need for basic 
corrections in  the treacherously 
worded Pennsylvania election laws 
which place- the r ig h t of m inority

parties to the ba llo t at the mercy 
of courts and judges hostile to the 
labor movement.”

Felix concluded his remarks by 
ta iling  atten tion to the glaring c o n - , 
u-adiction between fact and ba lly 
hoo in vhe v is it of the Freedom 
T ra in  to th is  c ity  at the very time 
two vio lations of c iv il liberties oc
curred—the denial of the ba llo t to 
two m ino rity  parties and the arrest 
c f two young people demonstrating 
fo r the release of conscientious ob
jectors from  the nation 's prisons. 
He urged all out support to the Pro
visional Defense Committee.

The candidates in the ir remarks 
expressed the ir determ ination to ex
pose the Republican - Democratic 
conspiracy to monopolize the ba llo t 
and to make th is one of the p rin c i
pal issues in the coming municipal 

ampaign. B oth are set to proceed 
v ith  w rite - in  campaigns i f  denied 
i place on the ballot.

An appeal was then made to the 
udienée ’ fo r aid in publicizing and 
inancing the activities o f the De- 
ense Committee. A good response 
ollcwed. Donations of close to $f44 
-.-ere contributed and many volun- 
eered the ir services to the Com m it- 
ee’s work.
The hearing on the w r it  of m an- 

..am tis'calling upon thé County Elec- 
ticn  BOàrd to show cause why i t  had 
rejected the nom ination papers c f 
i he two parties w ill come up Sept. 
?6 before Judge M cDevitt, Attorney 
Fe lix  announced.

cilmanic candidate endorsed by 
the SWP, was guest speaker 
and called for the election of 
anti-Jim Crow candidates

Howard Lerner delivered a s t ir 
ring  s p e e c h  in terrupted several 
times by spontaneous applause. He 
called fo r a struggle against a new 
war, the bu ild ing of a Labor iParty 
and the construction of a socialist 
society.

S im ila r street meetings w ill be 
held in  th is  and other neighbor
hoods before the primaries.

Several of the big auto plants 
and working class neighborhoods 
have been canvassed w ith  the SWP 
sound equipment and election l i t 
erature.

Next Tuesday Lerner will speak 
at a meeting sponsored by Briggs 
Local 212 of the UAW, to which

all candidates have been Invited.
Lerner has called on the D e tro it 

Common Council fo r a hearing on 
evictions and r e n t , control. In  a 
statem ent on the SWP housing p ro
gram he said:

“ A p lan t fo r pre-fabricated homes, 
instead of needless waste o f money 
on war memorials, could solve the 
needs of the homeless and over
crowded people of Detro it. Ford ’s 
assembly lines ro ll o ff 5,000 auto
mobiles per day. A t $5,000 a pre
fabricated home, 1,000,000 homes 
could be had In six months."

To close the election campaign a 
rally will be held at campaign head
quarters on Sunday, Oct. 5, at 7 
P.M. Lerner will address the au
dience by radio over WJLB at 9. 
Tickets seliing for $1 to “Put How
ard Lerner on the Air” will serve 
as admission to the rally.


