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Labor-Negro 
Slate Wins 
In Dayton
Independent Candidates 
Nominated In Primaries

A  Labor-N egro  coa lition  slate of independent candidates 
opposing both the D em ocratic and Republican machines in 
D ayton  O hio, on Aug. 25 swept to v ic to ry  in  the p rim a ry  elec­
tions to  nom inate tw o  candidates fo r the C ity  Com m ission elec­
tio n  next November. +  17—   — —----------------------

Charles E. Sims, president of 
the local C IO  C ouncil and
business representative fo r United 
E lectrical Workers Locals 754 and 
768, received the top vote among 
the four candidates nominated in  
the fie ld  o f seven and the highest 
ever won by a prim ary  candidate 
fo r C ity  Commission. His vote was 
6,698.

H is running-m ate, C. Josef M c- 
L in , Negro businessman, and form er 
C IO  member, won the th ird  highest 
vote. T he  5,936 ballots cast fo r Mc- 
L in  were ju s t 87 short of second- 
place. Neglect and malfeasance by 
the Election Board, which failed to 
provide ballots for some 350 people 
standing in line to vote ju s t before 
the polls closed, is believed to  have 
cheated M i;L in of the second h igh­
est vote.

P O LIT IC A L  V ICTO R Y
This po litica l v ictory was won be­

muse the workers and Negro people 
were inspired by the opportunity to 
vote fo r independent labor and 
Negro candidates free from  both the 
Democratic and Republican ma­
chines. T iie  working people turned 
out in record numbers to back the ir 
own candidates and progium.

In  spite of a te rr if ic  heat wave, 
16,000 voters went to the polls as 
against the highest previous prim ary 
tu rnou t of ju s t 10,300.

The victory is a ll the more im ­
pressive because a ll three Big Busi­
ness-controlled newspapers in  Day- 
ton and the Democratic and Repub­
lican parties joined in a savage red­
baiting. an ti-labor, anti-N egro cam­
paign against Sims and M cLin.

Labor's candidates answered w ith  
a program pledging a c ity  ordinance 
to contro l rents, an improved m u­
nicipa l transportation system, bet­
ter citv-w ide recreational facilities, a 
comprehensive housing program and 
expenditure, of the c ity  funds in  the 
interests of Lire people rather than 
special business interests.

The CIO  Politica l Action Com m it­
tee played a prim ary role in  organ­
izing the campaign fo r Sims and 
M cLin. The heaviest vote in  the 
c ity  and the largest vote fo r the La ­
bor-Negro slate was m st in  the four 
wards where PAC is most strongly 
organized.

Hundreds of union members and 
shop stewards were mobilized by 
PAC as "V o lun teer Vote-Getters.” 
Various local unions were assigned 
responsibility fo r getting out the

N . Y . S ta te  C IO  B o a rd  
R e jec ts  A tta c k  on  
A m e ric a n  L a b o r  P a r ty

By a four to one voce, the New 
York State C IO  Executive Board 
rejected an attem pt on Sept. 3 to 
force the C IO  to w ithdraw  its 
support from  the American La ­
bor Party. The an ti-A LP  move 
was made on the eve of the 
State C IO  convention starting  
Sept. 4 in  Saratoga Springs.

The r ig h t-w in g  m ino rity  m ak­
ing the attack on the ALP con­
tended the C IO  should no t com­
m it itse lf to any gne po litica l 
party. An overwhelm ing m a jo r­
ity  opposed th is  position.

The Executive Board voted 
unanimously to set up a per­
manent P o litica l Action Com m it­
tee in  every un ion local.

workers' votes in particu lar wards.
Every home was visited a t least 

twice, early in  the campaign and 
ju s t before elections. "D iv is ion  co­
ord inators”  were assigned to m ajor 
areas and these "coordinators”  in 
tu rn  designated block and precinct 
captains to d irect the^eamiJai^ns( i i i  
evfery neighborhood.

Dozens of street corner and p lan t 
gate meetings were held. Sound 
trucks tcured the city. Just before 
elections, block workers got S inis- 
M cL in  supporters to sign campaign 
cards, enabling a check-up a t the 
¡Kills i f  any failed to show up. Tele­
phone calls and a flee t o f autos 
brought many additiona l voters to 
the polls. •

Voting was lig h t early in  the day, 
and the newspapers began to crow. 
B ut when the plants let out, the 
workers rushed by the thousands to 
the polls to chalk up a record- 
breaking vote and ensure a Labor- 
Negro victory.

Now PAC is busy getting the peo­
ple to register fo r the November 
election. A campaign such as Day- 
ton has never before seen is being 
planned to ou t the Democratic and 
Republican incum bent; opposing the 
two CTO-backed canuidales.

Dayton labor and the Negro peo­
ple are looking forward to dealing 
a smashing blow at the local cap ita l­
is t parties next November through | 
genuine independent labor po litica l 
action.

Cite SWP 
Nominee for 
"Contempt"

P H IL A D E L P H IA ,  Sept. 2 
— Contem pt ch a rg e s  were o r­
dered filed  against Irene P. Le- 
Compte, Socialist W o r k e r s  
Party candidate fo r C ity Council 
from  the 7th D istric t, and two mem­
bers o f her campaign committee, 
Mrs. Pauline Goldenberg and Mrs. 
Naomi Berman, fo r the ir refusal to 
answer improper questions a t an 
Election Board hearing today on a 
challenge to bah the SWP candidate 
from  tiie  ballot.

S im ila r charges were filed against 
Jack Kader, Workers Party council- 
manic candidate from  the 5th D is­
tr ic t, and his committeeman, F ran ­
cis E. Carmer.

T h is  action of the County Com­
mission s ittin g  as the Election 
Board climaxes an attem pt by the 
Democratic machine here lo  deny 
the r ig h t to a place on the ba llo t in 
the coming c ity  elections' to a ll can­
didates of m inority  parties. A Com­
m unist Party candidate from  the 
1st D is tr ic t had previously been 
ruled o ff the ba llo t by the Election 
Board. The Republican machine ap­
pears to be cooperating w ith  the 
Democrats who in itia ted the cha l­
lenges.

Mrs. LeCompte was the f irs t to be 
cross-examined by County Commis­
sion Chairm an M orton W ith in  and 
the Commission§''(!'otfn5el, W iiiia tii 
T. Connor, who openly demonstrated 
the ir hos tility  and pa rtia lity . She 
refused to answer a ll bu t one ques­
tion  on “ the advice of counsel," 
David H. H. Felix, attorney fo r both 
candidates a t the hearing.

In  reply to a question whether 
the SWP is " ju s t another name for 
the Communist P arty ,”  Mrs. Le­
Compte said brie fly, “ There is no 
connection.”

A ttorney Felix informed the Board 
a t the outset o f the hearing on the 
legality of the parties’ nom inating 
papers tha t the Board lacked ju r is ­
d iction because a prio r action had 
been filed  before Common Pleas 
Court No. 1.

"M y  clients," he said, "are w illing  
to answer questions before the prop­
er tribuna l, but th is  board is not 
tha t tr ibu na l.”

V /itk in  attacked Felix's conduct as 
“ e ffron te ry ”  and said refusal to 
answer his illegal questions was 
"un-A m erican and improper”  and 
seemed to have a “ foreign tinge."

Plans are being made to set up a 
broad defense committee to f ig h t 
fo r the r ig h t o f the SWP, W P and 
other working class parties to a 
place on the c ity  ballot.

Tipping the Scales Republicans, Democrats 
Push M ilita ris t Program

B y  A r t  P re is
As p rices  go h ig h e r an d  th e  h o us ing  s h o rta g e  

gets w orse , th e  T ru m a n  a d m in is tra tio n  an d  th e  
b i-p a rtis a n  R e p u b lic a n -D e m o c ra tic  g an g  in  W a s h ­
in g to n  a re  b e a tin g  th e  im p e ria lis t w a r  d ru m s  lo u d ­
e r  th a n  e v e r to  d is tra c t * 
th e  peop le  fro m  th e ir

M ilita ry  Pact Signed at Petropolis 
Ties Latin America to W ar Machine

Q uitadan lia  H ote l in  Petrop- 
c lis , B raz il, was the scene last 
week o f a far-reaching  d ip lo ­
m atic v ic to ry  fo r W a ll Street
in  the "co ld  w ar" i t  is waging 
against the Soviet Union. On Sept 
2 the L a tin  American satellites oi 
W all Street signed a m ilita ry  pact 
that, embraces two continents, reach­
es from  the north  pole to the south 
pole, and includes every pa rt of the 
earth where American Big Business 
has planted its house flags. I t  is 
the most extensive “ peacetime”  m ili­
tary pact in world history.

President T rum an flew down tc 
B raz il to ha il the new ¡m ilitary 
agreement. In  veiled terms lie in ­
dicated tha t the princ ipa l prospec­
tive v ictim  of the Western Axis 
powers is the Soviet Union. And 
although lie did no t openly call fo r 
war, he made clear tha t his adm in­
istra tion w ill not hesitate a t the us< 
of armed force. “ Our m ilita ry  
strength w ill be retained,”  he de­
clared, “ as evidence of the serious­
ness w ith  which we view our obliga­
tions.”

The new Petropolis m ilita ry  pact 
deprives (lie La tin  American coun­
tries of one of t iie  most essential 
a ttribu tes of national sovereignty— 
the rig h t to judge a con flic t between 
other powers on its  merits and then 
decide whether i t  is better to re- 
irn in  neutra l or become embroiled 
in  war.

T ha t sovereign r ig h t has now been 
abrogated. A ll L a tin  America is 
committed in advance to place its 
resources at W all S treet’s free dis­
posal in  the projected atomic war.

The pact is proof once again tha t 
he main enemy of the L a tin  Ameri- 
an people is W all Street. The M on- 
oe Doctrine has been replaced by 
he T rum an Doctrine. The boasted 
•hield o f protection from  foreign 
ittack  has changed in to an M -Day 
plan. The Western Hemisphere has 
become W all Street's m ilita ry  base 
in a power-crazed scheme of world 
¡onquest.

In  the event of "aggression,”  a ll 
Latin America is obligated under 
;erms of the pact to: "Recall of 
hiefs of dip lom atic missions, break- 
ng of d ilopm atic relations, break- 
ng of consular relations, complete 
rr pa rtia l in te rrup tion  of economic 
elations or of ra il, sea, air, postal, 
elegraphic, telephonic and radio 
elephonic com m unications." The 

"use o f armed force”  is included i f  
the signatories “ consent."

"Aggression" is defined specifical- 
'v to include “ an invasion affecting 
i region which is under the effective 
u risd ic tion" of any of the signa- 
ories. Under this provision a eon- 
Uct. between border patrols of the 

USSR and the USA in  Korea, China, 
Germany or Austria could a t once 
nvolve alt La tin  America in  war.

Argentina, backed by Brazil, Co­
lum bia, Mexico and Peru, objected

to being dragged in to a war tha t 
m ight flare from  such disputes ou t­
side tiie  Western Hemisphere, but 
th is  opposition was completely f la t ­
tened by the M arshall-Vandenberg 
steamroller.

Even th is  far-reaching provision 
is not a ll, however. W all Street 
ive d  not w a it fo r “ invasion”  of 
areas in  Europe or Asia under its 
“ ju risd ic tion ," fo r th i*  trea ty in ­
cludes “ other acts which the orgun 
of consultation may characterize as 
aggression."

The W all Street-dom inated “ organ 
of consultation,'" set up to carry out 
tiie  treaty, is thus free to label any 
act i t  wishes as "aggression.”

WANTS FREE HAND
This would seem to be su ffic ien t 

to cover all contingencies. B u t W all 
S treet wanted a completely free 
hand. A rtic le  6, therefore, calls for 
implementation of the m ilita ry  pact 
i f  “ any American state should be a f­
fected by an aggression which is not 
an armed atack or by an in tra -con ­
tinenta l or extra-continenta l con­
flic t. or by any other fact or situa­
tion th a t m ight endanger the peace 
of America.”

The cap ita lis t press has already 
interpreted th is  clause as giving the 
“ organ o f consulta tion" such wide 
oowers th a t it could, for example, 
use armed force to crush any regime 
in the Western Hemisphere desig­
nated as “ communist.”

Popular A nger Mounts 
A gainst Big Profiteers

P opu lar anger a t the  h igh  
cost o f l iv in g  is being fu rth e r 
in flam ed by awareness o f capi­
ta lis t p ro fitee ring  and th ievery .

Corporation "earnings" a r e  at 
such fan tastic  heights, monopoly 
p rice -fix ing  and price-gouging have 
become so open, th a t the govern­
ment and press can no longer hide 
the direct lin k  between rising liv ing  
costs and pro fits .

In  recognition of th is fact, W all 
S treet’s Republican and Democratic 
agents in  W ashington are now in  
a po litica l duel of “ probes” and 
counter-“ probes,”  try in g  to s h ift  sole 
blame fo r in fla tio n  on each other.

G ROW ING W RATH
The uneasiness and concern of 

the cap ita lis t press a t the growing 
w ra th  o f the people is reflected in 
a special artic le  by Harold F lem ing 
in the Aug. 23 C hris tian  Science 
M onitor. F lem ing notes th a t cor­
poration net p ro fits  fo r A p ril, May 
and June were the "biggest on 
record.”

"They nearly reach to the Na­
than Report (C IO ) predictions of 
six or e ight m onths ago” —the re­
port tha t the corporations and Big 
Business press denounced.

“ The public has become sensitive 
on the subject,”  warns Fleming. 
“ Business managements do not

seem to have realized tha t the 
public, reasonably or unreasonably, 
is bound to put these tilings to ­
gether — the lush earnings state­
ments now coming out and the per­
sistent inch ing up here and thete 
of liv ing  costs.”

Indeed, the low-income eonsum- 
ers are becoming "sensitive,”  and 
no t “ unreasonably”  either. F lem ing’s 
own figures show why. He cites 
the National C ity  B ank’s August 
bu lle tin on “ Net Income of Leading 
Corporations” which shows tha t for 
the f irs t six m onths of 1947 the ir 
p ro fits  were double those of the 
f irs t ha lf of 1946.

Especially the increase over the 
second h a lf o f 1946, says Fleming, 
has “ much meaning. The increase 
is about the same as the increase 
in prices — about 15 per cent.”

The biggest p ro fits  increase was 
in the steel, iron and coke industry 
— 155.3%. Last month th is  indus­
try  boosted steel prices again and 
gkve a new spurt to the in f la ­
tionary spiral.

50 CENT DOLLAR
These pro fits  are being amassed 

while production has been on a 
steady decline for the past five 
months and re ta il sales fe ll off. 
Price rises have ru t the buying 
power of the do lla r to 50 cents, ac­
cording to a recent Associated Press

NON OPERATING RAIL WORKERS 
GET 15V2-CENT WAGE INCREASE

A  wage increase o f 15^- cents an hour was awarded to 1,- 
000,000 union non-operating ra ilroad  w orkers on Sept. 2 by 
a six-m an tr i-p a r t ite  a rb itra tio n  board.

The board rejected the de-*1-------------
mand of the 17 non-operating
ra il unions fo r retroactive pay to 
A pril 25 when negotiations were 
started.

Even th is s lim  increase in  terms 
o f price rises was opposed by the 
two ra ilroad operators’ representa­
tives on the board. They dissented 
from  the award and refused to sign 
the a rb itra tio n  report.

The 17 unions had orig ina lly  
asked fo r a 20-cent raise as an 
"absolute m in im um ” to offset the 
increased cost of liv ing  since the 
16-cent increase in  June 1946 and 
the subsequent additiona l 2Vz cents 
obtained a fte r tiie  strike of operat­
ing workers won 18 ‘4 cents.

W hile s tating th a t the union lead­
ers would recommend acceptance of

survey of actual re ta il prices.
Yet we find  the association of the 

big meat packers, the American 
Meat Ins titu te , having the gall to 
run ads in  last week’s papers te lling 
the people th a t “ to ta l net p ro fits  
of the meat packing companies have 
practically no effect on the price 
you pay fo r a pound of meat.” 
The biggest rise in  prices of any 
commodity fo r t h e  year ending 
June 30 was fo r meat—76%.

The decline in  the workers’ l iv ­
ing standards is shown d irectly in 
the 4% F A LL of labor’s share in  
the national income — from  66.9% 
in 1945 to 63% in the f irs t ha lf 
of 1947, and going down, according 
to Uie Dept, of Commerce study. 
The tiny  class of corporation own-
ers, independent capitalists, land ­
lords and bankers in  the f irs t ha lf 
of 1947 snatched 37% of the na­
tional income in  the form  of profits, 
ren t and interests. This is a 4% 
RISE in  two years.

tro u b les .
“ Guns instead of b u tte r”  was 

H it le r ’s slogan. “ A tom  bombs 
instead o f homes”  is the p ro ­
gram of W all S tree t’s agents in  the 
Capital. Last week heard the war i 
whoops sounding at a sh rille r pitch.

The cap ita lis t press gave top b il l­
ing to the American Legion conven­
tion  in  New York C ity  where T ru ­
man and Dewey, speaking fo r the 
Democratic and Republican ma­
chines respectively, jo ined in de­
manding the im position o f universal 
m ilita ry  tra in in g  upon the Am eri­
can people.

NOT A W ORD
Not a word did they speak upon 

the desperate needs o f the veterans, 
whom the American Legion pre­
sumes, to represent. They voiced | 
only inc ita tions to war against the I 
Soviet Union, bellicose challenges to I 
“ communism,”  threats of m ilita ry  j 
in tervention on behalf of “ democ- j 
racy”  everywhere and anywhere 
W all Street chooses to stake out its 
claims.

Simultaneous w ith  the flood of 
war - mongering, an ti - communist 
propaganda pouring from  the Am er­
ican Legion convention and over­
flow ing newspaper headlines. W all 
S treet’s diplom atic agents were down 
in  B razil lin in g  up the ir La tin  
American satellites fo r a pledge of 
jo in t  m ilita ry  action whenever 
American Big Business decides to 
again plunge the world in to  a shoot­
ing war.

A fte r the La tin  American govern­
ments were brow-beaten in to  th is  
war pledge by M arshall and the 
Democratic and Republican dele­
gates w ith  him , Trum an flew down 
to Rio. He climaxed the occasion 
by a blustering speech dedicating 
p . S. dollars and arms to W all 
Street's “ peace”  program of world 
conquest.

COM PLETELY BURIED
Under th is avalanche o f m ilita r is ­

tic  and w ar' propaganda, the needs 
o f the people are completely buried. 
Gone from  the newspapers are the 
brie f headlines about “ probes”  of 
the monopoly price-fixers and the 
real estate associations. W ashing­
ton lias something “ more im portan t” 
and " v ita l”  to o ffe r the peop le - 
war preparation), and the “ f ig h t 
against communism.”

T h is  is the classic answer of the

“ F o r tu n e ”  P o ll Show s  
3 5 %  F in d  I t  H a rd e r  
T o  M a k e  a  L iv in g

The way wages have lagged 
behind price jumps, no working 
class fam ily  needs to take a po ll 
to find  out how d iff ic u lt  i t  is to 
make ends meet in  the post-war 
world. T iie  editors of the lush 
Fortune magazine, however, live 
in a d iffe ren t bracket. They 
decided to check up on the re ­
ports by tak ing a poll.

T h e ir survey showed 35% of 
the people fin d  i t  harder to make 
a liv ing  than before the war, 
34% “ easier,”  and 25% "about 
tiie  same.”  The surprised For«*! 
tune editors commented: “ W ith  
unemployment low and produc­
tion  a t a peacetime high, i t  is 
remarkable th a t there should be 
so many reports o f discontent.”

ru ling  capitalists when the people 
demand a solution to the ir econonilt) 
and social problems. American cap­
ita lism , refusing to yie ld an io ta of; 
its  profits, privilege and power and 
grasping fo r more, has no solution 
but war and repression.

PAY THRO UG H TH E NOSE
The American people, the vast« 

m a jo rity  o i them wa'ge-earners,- arm 
paying through the nose fo r t h i *  
im peria lis t war program. Underly*| 
ing the in fla tio n  and housing short-3 
age are the te rr ific  war debt of $269] 
b illion  fo r W orld W ar I I  and the] 
tens of billions being spent yearly^ 
in preparation fo r W orld W ar I I I .  -A

The intolerable conditions are be-*j 
ing aggravated by the insatiable: 
greed of the capitalists. P ro fits  pile 
ever higher as prices are boosted 
by monopoly-induced scarcity and 
price-fix ing.

To defend th e ir liv ing  standards, 
to ha lt U. S. im peria lism ’s m ad 
drive to atomic a 'nn ih ila tion, the 
American people m ust declare war 
on the war-mongers. They m ust 
demand tha t the tens of b illions for] 
war purposes be reallocated by the 
government fo r bu ild ing low-cost, 
lew -rent housing. The monstrous 
tax Durden must be lifte d  from  the 
backs of tiie  working people by elinUj 
ina ting  a ll taxes from  individuals, 
earning less than $5,000 a year. A  
labor party mnst be b u ilt to drive 
the war parties, Republican and 
Democratic, out of the government.;

Legion Ignores Veterans' Needs 
In Rabid W ar-M ongers Confab

N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 1— The 
gravest problem s facing war 
veterans and th e ir fam ilies are 
the housing shortage and the 
h igh  cost o f liv in g .

You would never know it, though, 
from  the actions of the American 
Legion convention here, which yes­
terday wound up its  scheduled fou r­
thly orgy o f drunken brawling, van­
dalism and rab id war-mongering.

The convention, s tric tly  controlled 
and m anipulated from  the top by 
brass-hat and business interests, 
was a wheoped-up jingo  ra lly  for 
war preparations against the Soviet 
Union. Its  big theme, repeated in  
every shape, form  and manner, was 
th a t “ communism” is the biggest, in 

| fac t the only problem facing the 
American people.

Most sin ister of the convention’s 
; actions in  support of th is pro-war, 
] an ti - communist program was its 
j resolution to amend the B ill of 
R ights o f tlie  U .S. Constitution 
by denying a ll c iv il rights to “ com­
m unists”  and to destroy the Consti­
tu tio n ’s clearly - stated safeguards 
fo r free speech, free press, freedom 
of assemblage, tr ia l by ju ry , etc.

A lthough the American Legion is 
a private organization, the cap ita lis t

press, h igh brass and Trum an A d­
m in is tra tion  tried  to give i t  the 
trappings of a sem i-offic ia l veterans' 
agency. Trum an spoke fo r the 
Democrats, Dewey and Stassen for 
the Republicans. Gen. Eisenhower, 
A dm ira l N im itz  and Gen. Spaatz 
represented tile  Army, Navy and 
A ir Forces. T iie  la tte r lent a dis­
play of bombers to the occasion.

Thus, both m ajor parties and (he 
biggest W all Street po litic ians com­
bined w ith  leading spokesmen fo r 
the m ilita ry  caste to make the con­
vention a united fro n t of reaction 
fo r the T rum an Doctrine and M a r­
shall Plan.

Trum an and Dewey demonstra­
tive ly addressed the convention on 
tiie  same day, declaring the ir soli­
da rity  on the government’s foreign 
policy o f im peria lis t war prepara­
tion.

Stassen led the drive th a t drow n­
ed a sm all opposition o i some Isola­
tion is t m idwest delegates and push­
ed through w ith ou t a single oppos­
ing vote the resolution boosting tiie  
T rum an-M arsha ll war program.

Some dissent was expressed on 
the action of the Legion leaders in 
opposing even such m ild  housing 
legislation as the T a ft  - Ellender - 
Wagner b ill. Even th is  b ill, which

bears the name o f Republican Sen­
ator T a ft, eo-auihor of the Slave 
Labor Act, was denounced as “ so-' 
e ia lis tic." The m a jo rity  report 
against support o f the housing b il l 
was steamrollered through by a vote 
of 9,796 to 722. T h a t’s how the 
Legion "represents”  the veterans.

Most of the claimed 51,000 dele­
gates were aging small businessmen, 
insurance agents, rea l estate op­
erators, lawyers, sm all-tow n bank­
ers and s im ila r m iddle class ele­
ments. Few W orld W ar I I  veterans, 
were in attendance, despite f t j l  
c la im  of the Legion offic ia ls th M  
it  has signed up over 2,000,000 ex-? 
G Is.

O nly a t iny  frac tion  o f the regis­
tered delegates actually partic ipa ted 
in the convention. Less than 4,dôé 
were present to vote on re s o lu t io n  
a ll reeled o ff on the last day of tliiS' 
convention.

T h is  convention was. a deliberate­
ly-staged a ffa ir intended to spread 
the false impression th a t the LéJ 
gion represents the veterans a w  
th a t the veterans are ho t fo r a new 
war. W hat the mass of veterans 
are rea lly hot fo r is decent low-cost 
housing and a h a lt to tiie  soaring 
cost o f liv ing . The Am erican Legion 
doesn’t  speak fo r them.

U I1 C  « W U I U ,  V * .  A-J. L lC lg M P , !  , CdXC4C. i l

of the Railroad Telegraphers and 
chairm an of the union conference 
committee, said the workers are dis­
appointed w ith  the outcome of the 
arb itra tion , pa rticu la rly  denial of 
retroactive pay.

In  gran ting  the increase, the 
board took in to  account tire fact 
th a t workers in  most m ajor indus­
tries have already received s im ilar 
raises and th a t the ra il workers 
have been in a very resentful mood. 
The board was also m ind fu l of the 
mcreased m ilitancy of the ra il w ork­
ers as reflected in the great na­
tional strike last year.

The five operating ra ilroad b ro th ­
erhoods are now reported to be 
considering Wage demands in  addi­
tion to the ir demand fo r 44 rule 
changes.

PEOPLE DEMAND PRICE RELIEF 
BUT WASHINGTON TALKS WAR
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A M ig h ty  Labor Day Rally in Chicago
C H IC A G O  —  O n the  b road  expanse o f 

C h icago ’s O u te r D r iv e  w e w ere  e dg ing  o u r 
w a y , l i te ra lly  in ch  by inch , to w a rd  S o ld ie rs  
F ie ld  on L a b o r D ay. W e  w ere  head ing  fo r  
th e  L a b o r D ay d e m o n s tra tio n  sponsored by 
the  C h icago F e d e ra tio n  o f L a b o r.

W e  had s ta rte d  o u t in  good t im e ; the 
d e m o n s tra tio n  was scheduled to  beg in  a t 1 :30 
P .M . C a u g h t in  the  te r r i f ic  ja m  o f a u to m o ­
b iles we d id  n o t k n o w  th a t ra d io  announcers 
had a lready  at noon w a rned  people to  stay 
hom e since th e  100,000 capac ity  a t S o ld ie rs  
F ie ld  was ove rc row ded .

W h e n  a r r iv in g  at the fie ld  we w ere s im p ly  
to ld  by the  cops to  m ove o n : “ N o  p a rk in g  
space; no s ta n d in g  ro o m ,”  they  shouted. T ens 
o f thousands o f C h icago  u n io n is ts , and th e ir  
s ym p a th ize r^ , m ille d  a round  ou ts ide  the  closed 
gates. T housands  o f a u to m o b ile s  had to  m ove 
on. S tree t cars, buses and e levated tra in s  
un loaded new  thousands in  the  v ic in ity .  Said 
the  ra d io  a n nounce rs : “ C o n d uc to rs  s im p ly  
gave up c o lle c tin g  fares fro m  the  m ig h ty  o n ­
ru sh  o f peop le .”

B u t th is  s to ry  shou ld  s ta rt a t the  b e g in ­
n in g .

D E M A N D  F O R  P R O T E S T  A C T IO N
S h o r t ly  before the T a f t -H a r t le y  B i l l  faced 

the  fin a l sho w d ow n  in  C ongress, dem ands 
became m ore in s is te n t in  the  C h icago Federa ­

tio n  of Labor th a t some m anifesta tion of pro- ' 
test be made. A t least a mass m eeting. B u t, ! 
pleaded the o ffic ia ls , i t  is now  too la te ; we 
may no t get a good tu rnou t. Some delegates 
rem inded them  tha t a reso lu tion ca lling  fo r 
a pro test m eeting had been subm itted tw o 
m onths earlie r and had been shelved in  com­
m ittee.

I t  is true  tha t the Federation had taken 
the in it ia tiv e  fo r a jo in t  session w ith  C IO  and 
Railroad B ro therhood representatives to ex- 

1 plc-re the possib ilities of pro test against the 
! v ic ious b ill. One such session was actua lly  

held. B u t no th ing  fu rth e r happened.
F in a lly  the Federa tion  leaders got up 

enough courage to  sponsor a Labor D ay dem­
onstra tion  and to le t i t  be know n as a protest 
against the T a ft-H a rt le y  A ct. The response 
from  the a ffilia ted  unions was s w ift and over­
w he lm ing. The idea o f a resounding protest 
s tirred  the im ag ina tion  of these w o rk in g  men 
and women. ThrougH out the local unions the 
ta li' s truck  tha t pa rticu la r keynote —  a mass 
protest dem onstration.

A S E A  O F  H U M A N IT Y
Labor Day arrived , and, as already de­

scribed, we had to move on past Soldiers 
P'ieid. B u t we were determ ined to t r y  again. 
And fin a lly  a couple of hours la ter when we 
made our w ay past the many closed gates,

Workers in The 
Revolutionary Party
— ----------------------------------- B y  J. R . Johnson

S c ie n t if ic  so c ia lism  is  th e  con­
scious express ion o f  th e  unconscious 
h is to r ic a l p rocess : n a m e ly , the  in ­
s t in c t iv e  am) e le m e n ta l d r iv e  o f the  
p ro le ta r ia t  to  re c o n s tru c t soc ie ty  on 
co m m u n is t b e g in n in g s . These o r ­
g a n ic  tendencies in  th e  psycho logy 
o f w o rke rs  s p r in g  to  l i fe  w ith  u t ­
m ost ra p id ity  toduy  in  the  epoch 
o f c rises and w a rs .

— Leon T ro ts k y ,  1940

T he  revo lu tiona ry  party  is a 
study by itse lf. In  th is  column 
I  have already shown th a t in 
its  s truc tu re  i t  is based upon 
the facto ry . The fac to ry  is a 
place o f exp lo ita tion  and reg i­
m entation by cap ita l of labor. 
B u t a fac to ry  also is a place of 
socialized, co llective  labor by 
workers. The dom ination of capital 
t r a n s f o r m s  an occupation tha t 
should be useful, to society and a 
ineans of physical and in te llectua l 
development to man in to  the degra­
dation of cap ita lis tic labor. The 
pa rty  models itse lf upon a collective 
and social, i.e., the revolutionary 
pro le tarian aspects of factory pro­
duction.

Lenin and all the great Bolshe­
viks were always sensitive as litm us 
paper-to w hat they called ihc  social 
composition of the party. They 
wanted in the pa rty  workers, and 
workers who had been trained in 
large scale cap ita lis t production. 
Lenin, in particu lar, went to extra ­
ord inary lengths in th is direction.

In  1922, Russian Bolshevik
pa rty  was adm itting  workers in to  
its  ranks a fte r a probation period 
o f six months. The probation period 
fo r  others was one year. Lenin 
proposed th a t the probation period 
of six months should be allowed 
only fo r those workers who had ac­
tua lly  been workers in large indus­
tr ia l enterprises for a period <>• 
no t less than ten years. For all 
other workers the probation period 
should be three, limes as long. 18 
months. 'For peasants and Red 
Arm y men, ih e /  probation period 
should be two years, and fo r all 
others three years.

S O M E T H IN G 'V IT A L
Lenin wrote th is  on M arch 24. 

O i M arch 29 the plenum of the 
Central Committee decided against 
h im . He immediately gave notice 
th a t he was going to challenge the 
decision a t the party  congress. A 
po litica l leader does not challenge 
th e . decisions o f his leading com­
m ittee before a jppngress so speedily 
unless lie feels th a t something v ita l 
Is a t stake.

Lenin was w illin g  to go along 
w ith  (he six m outh probation period 
for workers. But. he proposed to 
define the term  worker in such a 
way as to include only those who 
could have acquired "a  pro le tarian 
m e n ta lity ” from the ir very position 
in  life . Th is is not possible w ith ­
out having worked in  a factory fo r 
many years. And, lie addiul, the 
worker must, have worked in  this

factory not fo r u lte rio r motives, 
but because of the general condi­
tions of his economic and social 
life.

Th is is tile  position o f revolu­
tionary socialism. I t  is opposed 
lo o t and branch to the concep­
tions o i bourgeois society. Revolu­
tionary socialism believes th a t the 
.ra in ing, the discipline, the feeling 
for organization, tire outlook upon 
the world and the capacity fo r ac­
tion o f a revol V.ionary p ro le ta ria t 
are the forces which are to lead in  
the overthrow of the old society 
and the reconstruction o f the new. 
T lie  Bolshevik party  consists of 
those proletarians who hav;e con­
sciously grasped w hat must be the 
role of the p ro le ta ria t in  the strug­
gle fo r the socialist revolution. They 
constitute the vanguard of the 
class.

B u t even when the p ro le ta ria t is 
not revolutionary in the sense th a t 
i t  does not in its  m illions accept 
the leadership o f the revolutionary 
party, yet i t  contains w ith in  itself 
.he pro le tarian qualities and the 
pro le tarian m enta lity  which make 
it  the vanguard of the whole social 
order.

D IF F IC U LT  TO LEARN
This is an extremely d iff ic u lt 

th ing tu learn and to act upon 
constantly. M any genuine enemies 
of cap ita lis t society live in  the revo­
lu tionary movement fo r years and 
never get to understand this. They 
believe th a t the discipline of a 
revolutionary party  is something 
th a t leaders apply or adm in ister to 
rank and. filers. They are per­
petually concerned w ith  the fear 
tha t under socialism a new group 
of leaders m igh t be able to re im - 
pose a bureaucratic dom ination upon 
society. They fear th a t the workers 
w ill not be educated enough to pro­
tect themselves against the new 
technicians, inte llectuals and bu­
reaucrats. They therefore are per­
petually eating themselves out 
about democratic safeguards, rules, 
forms, and methods of democratic 
procedure.

In  rea lity  the degeneration of the 
Russian Revolution took place be­
cause Russia did not have enough 
workers who had been through the 
hard school o f large scale cap ita lis t 
production. There were over a 
hundred m illion  peasants and only 
a few m illion  proletarians and the ir 
families. I f  those figures had been 
reversed, i f  the large m a jo rity  of 
-he population had been prole­
tarian, I he whole course o f Russian 
mri world history would have been 

different.

In  the le tte r \ t  which Lenin ex­
plained his views he made th is es­
sentially clear. He warned tha t 
the peasantry of Russia was rap id ly 
awakening to independent class 
politics. These m illions would soon 
be bring ing an enormous pressure 
to bear upon the Bolshevik party 
as the leader of the pro le tarian 
state. Petty-bourgeois inte llectuals 
and proletarians of a few years 
standing could no t be depended 
upon. They were not f irm  enough. 
They were not hardened and dis­
ciplined to resist a il pressures. They 
could be stampeded and thrown off 
the ir balance by sudden shocks. 
They could be seduced by new doc­
trines.

WORKERS STAND UP
B u t men who had been through 

ten years of life  in  a large factory 
were of a d iffe ren t type. They had 
fought capital. They knew its 
treachery and its strength. They 
knew the meaning of discipline and 
solidarity. They were no t ligh tly  
throw n from  a course th a t had been 
embarked upon. They were not 
given to compromises w ith  the 
class enemy. T h is  was the type 
th a t Len in  wanted in the Bolshevik 
party.

The great Bolsheviks have always 
known th is  and tried to act upon 
i t  under a ll circumstances. W hat 
is of more significance fo r us is 
the fact th a t the ir b itte r enemies 
knew i t  too. One of the reasons 
th a t Lenin gives fo r his insistence 
on tiie  18 months probation period 
was precisely th is  understanding by 
tlie  counter-revolution of both the 
strength and the weakness of B o l­
shevism.

The W hite Guards and a ll the 
fascistic elements were coldly cal­
culating the number of pe tty -bour­
geois elements in  t lie  Bolshevik 
party. They were depending upon 
these to corrup t the pro le tarian 
character of tlie  pro le tarian dic­
tatorship. Thus the • fascistic ele­
ments, most contemptuous of the 
worker in  bourgeois society, recog­
nized h im  as the ir most deadly and 
powerful enemy once th e ir society 
had been overthrown.

The petty-bourgeois inte llectuals 
believe th a t the ir con tribu tion  is 
necessary to develop and to educate 
tlie  p ro le ta ria t in  socialism. Lenin, 
tlie  extreme revolutionary and his 
counter-revolutionary enemies both 
thought exactly the opposite. In  
tlie  penetration of the pro le tarian 
vanguard by petty-bourgeois and 
pseudo-proletarian and in te llectual 
elements, eacli saw the corruption 
o f t lie  pro le tarian m en ta lity  and 
danger fo r the revolution.
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one opened enough to ca rry  out several w om ­
en who had fa inted in  the great crush. W e 
barged in. There we faced a veritable, seai' of 
hum an ity , seated, stand ing  in  the aisles, and 
hanging on the ra ils, occupying every inch 
of space

The Chicago T rib un e  said tha t 110,000 
people were jam m ed in to  the F ie ld  w h ile  an 
even greater num ber had been turned away. 
And the T ribune, as is w e ll know n, always 
plays down on numbers fo r such an occasion.

W illia m  Green was speaking as we en­
tered between circus acts. He admonished a 
“ d iscip lined p ro test” — i.e., on E lec tion  D ay — 
w hile  a ffirm in g  th a t the A F L  “ s ta lw a rtly  sup­
ports our Am erican free enterprise system .”  
B u t th is  g igan tic  o u tp ou rin g  o f protest 
b rough t even th is  o ld  gent’s, condem nation of 
the v icious and reprehensible T a ft - H a rtle y  
A c t to c lim a tic  heights of emphasis.

IT S  S IG N IF IC A N C E
W h a t is the sign ificance of such a mass 

outpouring?  Shall we believe the w e ll-en ­
trenched means of propaganda and so-called 
in fo rm a tion  at the disposal o f capita lism ? 
L e t us cite one example, and perhaps not the 
w orst one. The “ libe ra l”  Chicago Sun edi­
to ria lized  on labor’s case.

“ Labor greets its  tra d itio n a l hp lidS y,”  it  
said, “ in  a mood of fru s tra tio n  and insecurity

. . . The troub le  was th a t labor somehow 
fa iled to  get its  case across to the pub lic  . . . 
So labor took i t  on the ch in  . . .  I t  suffered a 
loss o f pub lic  confidence from  the strikes . . . 
W h a t labor has to th in k  about today is the 
g u lf between itse lf and the pub lic .”

W h o  is the pub lic  anyway? Is it  the news­
paper publishers? Is  i t  the S ix ty  Fam ilies 
who own most o f A m erica ’s wealth  ; or is it 
the huge th ro ng  tha t headed fo r the Labor 
D ay protest dem onstration?

A  T R U L Y  M ASS D E M O N S T R A T IO N  
F or th is  was tru ly  a mass dem onstration. 

I t  was a mass dem onstration of w o rk ing  men 
and women, those w ho make the wheels of 
ind us try  move, those w ho produce every th ing  
tha t our society needs and receive so lit t le  
in  re tu rn . They are the ones who are really 
indispensable in  our system o f production. 
They now  begin to speak w ith  the voice of 
mass numbers. They represent already an 
organized mass m ovem ent of fifteen  m illio n  
w ith  more tn ill io n s  to be added.

In  th is  day and age of mass production 
a ll rea lly  decisive questions, economic, p o lit i­
cal and social, w ill  f in a lly  be settled by force 
of mass numbers, by force of a mass move­
ment. In  such a s itua tion  labor need not at 
a ll feel frustra ted. I t  has the best chances 
o f w inn ing .

CORPORATE PROFITS after taxes. (Mili ions of dollars)!

This char! from  the CIO  Economic Outlook te lls a consistent story. In  1947 (to date) Big Business 
has reaped the largest profits in  Am erican history. And high prices continue to swell them.

Federated Picture

CCE Resolution Passed 
A t BLF&E Convention

A m algam ation  o f the B ro therhood o f Locom otive  F ire ­
men and Engineers (B L F  & E ) and B ro therhood o f Locom o­
tive  Engineers (B L E ) ,  long advocated by progressives o f both 
unions as a m a jo r step tow ard  eventual un ifica tio n  of a ll ra il­
road labor, was o v e rw h e lm in g -*“ ---------- ~ ------------------------, , , , „  „ “  ficers could serve,
ly  endorsed by the recent 35th
C onvention o f the B L F  & E in 
San Francisco.

The resolution adopted by the 
convention was introduced by dele­
gates representing the Consolida­
tion  Committee o f Enginemen, a 
progressive caucus th a t has m et the 
most b itte r opposition from  B LF & E  
President D. B. Robertson and his 
machine.

Robertson has paid lip-service in 
the past to the am algam ation idea, 
but consistently sabotaged i t  in  
practice. The resolution o f the CCE 
delegates took the power of nego­
tia tions w ith  the BLE from  the top 
B LF  &  H officers and placed i t  in  
the hands of a convention-elected 
nine - man committee lim ited to 
members “ engaged in  actual engine 
service at the tim e of election to 
th is Committee.”  F u ll-tim e  salaried 
officers or agents of the un ion are 
barred from  th is committee.

A convention committee had been 
set up to consider ways and means 
of achieving consolidation of the 
dual unions of the men in  the 
engine-cabs. T h is  committee was 
dominated by Robertson men.

M AJO R ACH IEVEM ENT
However, according to the CCE 

paper, The Consolidator, “ the p ro­
gressive forces were able to get 650 
delegates to appear before th is  com­
m ittee. Most of these delegates told 
the committee, In  n o  uncertain 
terms, th a t i f  they brought out a 
recommendation to the convention 
th a t did not call fo r rank and file  
contro l o f  t h e  com m ittee,, they 
would f ig h t i t  out on the floor.

"The adm in istra tion became con­
scious of the tremendous job the 
CCE had accomplished: th a t in
spite of a ll secondary questions, the 
overwhelm ing m a jo rity  of the con­
vention delegates would insist upon 
a consolidation 'conference com m it­
tee' on which no Grand Lodge of-

You M ay Hot Get 
Your "M ilita n t"
— if your address does not con­
tain the postal zone numberl

Check the address label on the 
fro n t of th is  M ilita n t. I f  i t  does 
not show your zone number, no tify  
us a t once.

Send your fu ll, correct address, 
including zone number, to:

The M ilita n t 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

The adm in is tra­
tion was forced to accept our pro­
g ram !”

The achievement o f the CCE cau­
cus on th is  m ajor po in t of its  p ro­
gram was a ll the more s ign ifican t 
in  view of the ruthless and iron^ 
handed conduct of the convention 
by Robertson and his machine. On 
other im portan t convention issues, 
Robertson was able to shove through 
a number o f resolutions consolidat­
ing his powers and dicta torship over 
the union.

A t the s ta rt o f the convention, 
Robertson had denied seating to 
delegates representing the C C E  
position. Th is action was based 
on a previous ru ling  he had made 
in  expelling members w ith ou t tr ia l 
for pa rtic ipa tion  in the CCE. T lie 
convention voted to hear both the 
adm in is tra tion  and the unseated 
delegates. Robertson spoke fo r an 
hour and a h a lf attacking the un ­
seated delegates, and then shoved 
through a motion approving his ac­
tions w ithou t the progressives being 
given the floor.

By th is action, the convention 
gave Robertson v irtu a lly  un restric t­
ed power to expel members w itiio u t 
tria l.

Despite his machine - contro l of 
the convention, bureaucratic m anip­

u lation and in tim ida tion  and con­
fusion of the delegates, a powerful 
opposition to Robertson was demon­
strated on every vote.

Robertson had to f ig h t a p ro­
longed u p -h ill battle for re-election. 
Twice the convention voted down 
his constitution committee’s recom­
mendation th a t the 70-year age 
lim it  for Grand Ledge officers be 
elim inated to allow the 71-year-old 
Robertson to be re-elected. By the 
11th day of t lie  convention. Robert­
son was able fin a lly  to muster 513 
votes against 428 to reconsider the 
previous age-lim it actions. On the 
17th day a resolution to pe rm it his 
re-election was passed by 520 votes 
to 420.

B IT T E R L Y  CONTESTED
Another b itte rly  contested resolu­

tion was the one to increase the 
In te rna tiona l President’s salary« by 
50%, from  $15,000 to $22,500 a year. 
The vote on th is was 587 for, 362 
against. S im ila r opposition was 
raised to increases fo r the Vice 
Presidents and the Board o f D i­
rectors.

A lthough a good wages and rules 
program calling fo r a 30%. pay in ­
crease, shorter hours, holiday pay, 
etc., was adopted, Robertson gave 
clear ind ica tion  tha t fo r Him this 
was ju s t a gesture. He categorically 
ruled out an amendment by the 
progressives tha t th is program could 
no t be compromised w itiio u t ap­
proval of tlie  membership.

AFL Organizer Cites 
Need for Labor Party

C H IC A G O , Sept. 1 —  “ O r­
ganized labor has been p a rtic i­
pa ting  in  a game o f ‘Company 
U n io n ’ po litics ,”  states Sam 
Po llock, General O rgan izer of 
the A F L  Am algam ated M eat 
C utters and B u tcher W orkm en  
of N o rth  Am erica in  an artic le  
in  the A u gu s t issue o f The 
B u tcher W orkm an.

"Labor has perm itted the parties 
of W all Street to select the candi­
dates fo r whom labor was then 
■privileged' to vote. Th is is no 
d iffe rent than the unions set up 
and controlled by tlie  employers to 
keep the ir workers from  setting up 
the ir own independent unions.

“ We called such unions 'Company 
Unions’ and labor did not hesitate 
to f ig h t such unions through the 
establishment of unions th a t would 
tru ly  represent the ir wishes.

“ Today, labor Is fig h tin g  w ith  one 
fis t, its economic strength. Its

T RADE U N IO N
NOTES

B y  A r t  P re is  1 "
Wallace supporters and Stalin ists I 

in C a lifo rn ia  have launched a state 
ih ird  party. This is not a labor I 
Tarty based on the unions, but is I 
Jailed the Independent Progressive | 
Party. Most of the 34-man com- 
n ittee heading the petition  drive  to 
ju t  the new party  on the state ba l­
lot are union officials. The cha ir­
man is Hugh Bryson, president of 
the CIO  M arine Cooks and Stew­
ards.

From  a ll present appearances, the 
Stalinists in tend to use th is new 
party as they have the American 
Labor Party in  New Y ork—as a bar­
gaining stick fo r deals w ith  the ' 
Democrats. Bryson is quoted in 
the Aug. 26 D a ily  W orker as stating 
the new pa rty  is designed to 
“stren-jf-hen the position of p ro ­
gressives in the Democratic P a rty ” 
and “ help send a Wallace delega­
tion to the Democratic National 
Convention in  1948.”

* * *
Justice, organ of the A FL In te r ­

national Ladles Garm ent W orkers’ 
Union, states th a t “ labor’s in f lu ­
ence In  Congress is close to its low ­
est po in t fo r the last decade and 
a h a lf—lower, in  fact, than in  the 
days o f Harding, Coolidge and 
Hoover.”  This is quite an in d ic t­
ment of the po litica l policy of the 
union leaders, since the labor move­
ment is five times as large today 
as 14 years ago. B u t David Du- 
binsky’s paper concludes th a t now 
is s t i l l  not the tim e fo r a labor 
party!

* * *

P h ilip  M urray's machine a t the 
recent Illino is  State C IO  Council 
convention took contro l away from  
tire Stalinists. Joseph Germano, 
D is tr ic t 31 Steelworkers D irector, 
was elected State C IO  President. 
The attack on the S ta lin ists was 
based on red-ba iting and an ti-com ­
munism. Germano’s supporters 
were no t above the use of rough 
s tu ff against the opposition. The 
Stalinists, who are no novices in 
bureaucratic and te rro ris t m eth­
ods, sent up a wail.

M ilita n t unionists w ill ligh t, how­
ever, fo r union democracy against 
the M urray machine and the S ta l­
inists. The red-baiters attacked 
the S ta lin is ts  by methods th a t in -

fringe on iTie righ ts  of a ll union 
members. For instance, they re­
duced the executive board from  23 
to nine members, to ta lly  excluding 
sucli large unions as the United 
E lectrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers from  representation.

* * *
A tten tion  has been directed to 

(he practice of un ion leaders in v it ­
ing an ti-labo r po litic ians to speak 
from  union p 'r.tform s by the action 
of Paul E. Seymour, UE Boston 
regional director, who asked the 
CIO electrical workers last week to 
boycott a CIO Labor Day R a lly  in 
protest against the appearance of 
L ieutenant Gov. A rth u r W. Coolidge 
as a speaker. We m ight not en­
dorse Seymour’s boycott proposal in  
th is  instance — but we certainly 
agree i t ’s about tim e union workers 
put a stop to these disgraceful ex­
hib itions where labor’s enemies are 
“ honored guests”  at union affairs.

* * *
The 35th C o n v e n t i o n  of the 

Brotherhood of F irem en and E n­
ginemen voted to seek a ffilia tio n  
w ith  any united organization tha t 
may be formed by an eventual 
merger of the C IO  and AFL. The 
resolution deplores the "weakening 
of Am erican labor" by “ d isun ity .”  
T h is  d isun ity  has been preserved in 
pa rt by the B LF & E  offic ia ldom  i t ­
self. I t  has helped to obstruct ra il 
labor un ity  fo r 75 years. T he ir 
sentim ent about eventual merger o f 
a ll unions is commendable. They 
can demonstrate th e ir sincerity now 
by speeding a merger of the B LF & E  
and Brotherhood of Locomotive E n­
gineers (BLE) which they have 
sabotaged for years. L ike charity, 
labor un ity  begins a t home.

*  *  *

Police violence against union 
pickets has increased sharply since 
passage of the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act. 
Even the police in D etro it, where 
the CIO  auto workers are so power­
fu l, are beginning to push the w ork­
ers around again in strikes. I t  is 
a warning sign th a t D e tro it police 
recently dared to a ttack a UAW  
picket line a t the Huck M fg. Co. 
and rough up and arrest UAW  E x­
ecutive Board member Em il Mazey 
along w ith  five  other prom inent 
UAW  members.

O ur Program :
1. Defend labor's standard of living!

A  sliding scale o f wages —  an escalator wage clause in a ll union 
contracts to provide autom atic wage increases to  meet the 
rising cost o f liv ing!

Organize mass consumers committees fo r independent action against 
pro fitee ring  and price -gouging ! |

Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers con tro l!

2. Full employment and job security for all workers 
and veterans!
For the 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A  sliding scale of hours— reduce 

tne hours o f work with no reduction in pay to  prevent layoffs 
and unemployment!

Governm ent operation o f all id lo  plants under workers' con tro l! 
Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages fo r workers and 

veterans during the entire period o f unemployment!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strike­
breaking!
No restrictions on the r igh t to  st.ike and p icke tl 
No injunctions! No compulsory a rb itra tion !

4. Build an independent labor partyj

5. Tax the rich, not the poor!
Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
N o taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government 
low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!
End Jim Crow! End anti-Semitism!

8. For a veterans' organization sponsored by the 
trade unions!

9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism 
and war.
Take the war-making powers away from  Congress! Let the people 

vote on the question o f war or peace!
A ga inst cap ita lis t conscription!
Abolish the o ffice r caste system!
Full dem ocratic rights in the armed forcesl 
Trade Union wages fo r the armed forces!
M ilita ry  tra in ing o f workers, financed by the government, but under 

contro l o f the trade unions!

10. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the 
workers in all lands!
For the com plete independence o f the colon ial peoples!
W ithdraw  ail American troops from fore ign soil!

11. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

fl&bt tAc SocteUtdC f
So cialist  W orkers Party  
1 16 University Place 
New York 3, New York

I would like:
□  To join the Socialist Workers Party.

O  To obtain further information about your or­
ganization.

□  To attend meetings and forums of the Socialu 
Workers Party in my city.

N a m e   ......... ....... .... .............. _
*  ( P U a i r  P r in t )

Stre  v 1 ..............

C i t y  ............................ ........................

P o s t a l  Z o n e  _____ S t a t e

other fis t, independent po litica l ac­
tion, is tied back. Labor, i f  i t  is 
going to m a in ta in  its unions, pro­
tect its gains and advance the in ­
terests of tire working people, w ill 
have to le t loose its  powerful po­
lit ic a l fis t. Just as its economic 
strength is u s e d ,  independently, 
through its trade unions, so must 
labor use its po litica l power, inde­
pendently through its  own party .”

Pointing, out th a t the passage of 
the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act makes i t  im ­
perative for the unions to embark 
on independent po litica l action, Pol­
lock states: “ Labor has the job to ­
day of w iping the hatefu l a n ti­
labor laws off the books and to as­
sure itse lf of the necessary safe­
guards a g a i n s t  the passage of 
worse laws.

"To do this labor must drive out 
of Congress the po litica l agents of 
the NAM  and W all Street. Labor 
must build its  own independent 
labor party, and now is the lim e 

, to s ta rt,”
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Wall Street Presses Drive 
For Domination of Europe

(¡W hile Secretary of State M arsha ll was busy at Petropolis, B ra z il, ty in g  L a tin  Am erica 
f f l lW a l l  S treet’s w a r chario t, three o ther conferences w orked ou t fu rth e r deta ils of the M a r­
shall P lan fo r Europe. *

'The m ost im p o rta n t confer­
remain completely paralyzéd. They I The fo llow ing percentages of in ­
w ant German industria l production I dustries are s t ill earmarked to be
kept fa r below French levels. They 
insisted on the ir fear th a t revival 
of German industry meant revival 
of German war potentia l.

They indicated, however, th a t i f  
they were assured of huge deliveries 
of R uhr coal, and of m ilita ry  se­
curity, they m igh t see f i t  to be 
'.ess fearfu l. The London conference 
agreed to discuss the French de- 
nands fo r coal a t a subsequent 
meeting, bu t refused to concede 
anything else — a t least publicly. 
The French had to be satisfied w ith  
.hat.

Then the B ritish  and American 
governments on Aug. 29 released 
the text of the ir agreement to step 
jp  German production.

The American cap ita lis t p r e s s  
hailed th is  agreement as a great 
;tep forw ard — the key to ending 
the economic and po litica l crisis 
th a t is rending Europe. This ju b i­
la tion is natural, since W all Street 
wishes to build up German capi­
talism. I t  views the class tha t 
spawned Nazism as the keystone of 
the Western Bloc i t  is organizing 
in  preparation fo r the projected as­
sault on the Soviet Union.

dism antled and shipped out of the 
country as reparations: lig h t m a­
chinery, 35% : machine tools, 35%; 
chemical industry, 40% to 50%; o r­
ganic and inorganic chemical in ­
dustry 17%; miscellaneous chem­
ical groups, 15%; plastics industry, 
25%. In  addition to th is  a num ­
ber o f miscellaneous factories, m ills  
and plants are scheduled to be de- 

, stroyed or torn down fo r repara- 
- tions.

And as i f  th is  were no t enough 
to cripple industry, the production 
of the fo llow ing key m aterials is s till 
banned—alum inum , beryllium , van­
adium. magnesium, ball bearings, 
synthetic ammonia, rubber, gasoline 
and oil.

T H IR D  CONFERENCE
The th ird  conference convened in 

Paris. Th is parley of the repre­
sentatives of the 16 members of 
the Western Bloc is the one o f­
fic ia lly  designated to draw' up a 
survey of Europe’s needs under the 
M arshall plan.

The conference completed a lis t 
of requirements by Sept. 1, the 
deadline. The cost was pu t a t some 
$30,000,000,000 fo r the next four

The S ta lin ists denounced t h e  
agreement as a v io la tion of the 
Potsdam agreement which set G er­
man steel production a t 5,800,000 
tons. They howled about “ German 
production”  being perm itted to 
“ outstrip  a ll Western Europe.”  And 
the K rem lin  protested the fac t i t  
was no t consulted.

S T A LIN IS T  TREACHERY

The S ta lin ists did not defend the 
interests of the German workers 
who are most d irectly  concerned in 
th is  m atter. They did not demand 
w ithdraw al of A llied troops. They 
did not call fo r handing the G er­
man industries to the German work­
ers. They did not defend the v ita l 
interest the w orld working class 
has in  bring ing German production 
to the highest possible level in  the 
shortest possible time, nor did they 
call for the establishment of social­
ism in  Germany as the most e f­
fective means of achieving th is end.

The agreement offers noth ing to 
the German workers but a con­
tinued perspective o f misery and 
hunger. For Europe as a whole it 
offers no hope of reconstruction on 
the scale required to assure the 
masses even the m in im um  basic 
necessities. Consider the follow ing 
facts:

The goal set for the German 
standard of liv ing  is 75% of the 
193G level. Th is means th a t even 
i f  the plan is realized in fu ll the 
most the masses can expect is a 
liv ing  standard much below the 
starvation level imposed by the H it ­
ler regime when i t  demanded "guns 
not bu tte r.”

Steel production is set a t 10,- 
700,000 tons — barely more than 
ha lf of capacity.

International Notes
freeing of six local fascists who 
had been condemned to death by 
Popular Tribuna ls a fte r the G er­
man troops had been driven from  
the area.

*  *  *

STA LIN  R A T IF IE S —The K rem ­
lin 's ra tifica tion  of the “ peace" 
treaties w ith  the five m inor satel­
lites of the Axis — Ita ly , Rumania, 
Hungary, Bulgaria and F in land — 
opens the way fo r the w ithdrawal 
of occupation troops from  these 
»ountries w ith in  90 days a fte r the 
deposit of the ratifica tions.

However, S ta lin  w ill be able to 
keep troops in  Rumania and H u n ­
gary "to  guard supply lines”  un til 
a treaty w ith  Austria is agreed on— 
and th a t is s t i l l  a good way off. 
S im ilarly, the jo in t occupation fore­
’ s may be kept in  the T e rrito ry  
>f Trieste, according to the Ita lia n  
‘.reaty.

So the demand for the w lth - 
irawal of a ll occupation forces from  
»outh-eastern Europe w ill remain 
iust as va lid  and urgent as before.

*  *  *

FOR W H ITES ONLY — Australia 
s carrying on a drive to a ttract 
i m illion  new settlers to tha t coun­
try. An A ustra lian propaganda 
looklct makes i t  clear however tha t 
he offer is lim ited  only to “ white 
British subjects and others of Euro- 
>can descent”  and "U nited States 
•x-serviccmcn and women of white 
luropean race.”  As in  Mississippi 
ndustry, Negroes need not apply.

* * *
REAL IN IT IA T IV E  — In  Japan, 

he Aug. 29 W all Street Journal re­
torts, “ the post office workers on 
he ir own in itia tive  decided to work 
in ly  a h a lf day during the sum­
mer; the cautious government ex­
presses 'hope' th a t they’l l  soon re ­
turn to a fu ll day schedule.”

* * *
ONE OUT OF TW O : H a lf of the 

w orld ’s population is chronically 
underfed, according to the UN Food 
a n d  A gricu ltu ra l Organization. 
Europe, Asia and N orth  A frica  face 
a gra in  de fic it of about 38 m illion  
ions in  the year ending next June.

years. A fte r tha t, Europe would 
s t ill be running up a de fic it of $4,- 
000,000,000 a year, according to the 
survey.

The cap ita lis t press reported tha t 
the delegates were ho rrified  a t the 
size of the ir own figures. T h i s  
“ ho rro r”  was probably somewhat 
exaggerated. As reported in  the 
June 21 M ilita n t, $30,000,000,000 was 
the am ount ten ta tive ly  suggested 
in W ashington a t the tim e the M ar­
shall Plan was f irs t  announced.

R ID ICC LO US COMEDY

However, the State Department, 
which has been conducting a r id ic ­
ulous comedy of pretending to lei 
the Paris conference reach its con­
clusions w ithou t any interference 
or suggestions whatever, a t once 
dispatched a crew o f diplomats to 
intervene d irectly  and bring these 
figures down “ w ith in  reason.”

“ In  response to severe criticism s 
of the ir work”  by these State De­
pa rtm ent spokesmen, the Paris pa r­
ley “ acted qu ickly”  to revise its 
estimates, which had been "ca lcu­
lated as sc ientifica lly  as possible." 
They decided to take another two 
weeks on the ir report and to begin 
by knocking o ff the $4,000,000,000 
de fic it they had foreseen would con­
tinue a fte r four years. And they 
decided a t the same tim e to reduce 
Europe’s a ll-over needs to $21,000,- 
300,000 or even $15,000,000,000 i f  the 
State Departm ent demarded.

T rum an ’s envoys explained to the 
representatives of the 16 western 
European powers th a t a fte r a ll they 
had “ to sell”  the M arshall Plan 
to Congress and the public. In  
the ir opinion about $5,000 000,000 a 
year was r ig h t fo r the next four 
years and tha t, moreover, had to 
put Europe on its feet and able to 
begin paying dividends.

Strangely enough, $5,000,000,000 
also happens to be the am ount of 
he de fic it in  trade w ith  Europe, 

the am ount o f dollars Europe lacks 
and which i t  must secure some­
where i f  the present rate of ex­
ports from  the United States is to 
be kept up and a depression in 
America staved off.

I t  has not yet been revealed 
where the Parts conference expects 
to do the paring. In  its  Sept. 1 
forecast. $20,000,000,000 was fo r food 
alone during the next fou r years. 
The W all S treet delegates probably 
saw no reason why the European 
masses shouldn’t  begin tightening 
the ir belts a t once and may have 
indicated a slash in the food ration 
is  the logical place to cut. W hat 
better way to s ta rt Europe on the 
austere life  blueprinted in the M a r­
shall Plan?

M a jo r ity  o f V e te ra n s  

N eed  C ash N o w

Despite T rum an ’s appeal for 
veterans not to cash the ir te r­
m inal leave bonds now, a survey 
by the Arm y Times shows tha t 
72%- of the bondholders found i t  
necessary to cash them w ithou t 
delay.

Truman Administration Shuffles 
Quislings in Greek Government

Refugees in Floating Cages

Caged on B r it is h  ships, these orphans arc cn route to Palestine 
from  Cyprus where they have been Jield fo r months, inousauus ui 
refugees a ren 't as “ fo rtunate ,"' however, and 4.4C0 are being shipped 
back to Germany a fte r la v in g  reached the very shores of Jerusalem.

Federated Picture.

UNSCOP Plan Sets T r a p  
F o r  J e w s ,  A r a b s  A l i k e

On Aug. 31 at Geneva, the 
U nited  N ations Special Com ­
m i t t e e  o n  P a l e s t i n e  
(U N S C O P ), the s ix th  commis- 
;ion to  take a jun ke t to Pales- 
.ine since the B a lfou r declara­
tion 30 years ago, o ffic ia lly  
iled its  recomm endations fo r 
solving the conflic ts  convu ls ing 
this coun try , so long a pawn in 
m peria lis t pow er po litics .

UNSCOP has emerged f r o  m 
nonths o f deliberation w ith  two re- 
rorts. Seven delegations (Canada. 
Czechoslovakia, G u a t e m a l a ,  the 
Netherlands, Peru, Sweden and 
Uruguay) supported the m a jo rity  
iroposal to pa rtition  Palestine in to

two po litica lly  autonomous, y e t  
economically federated, Jewish and 
Arab states. The Jewish section 
would embrace more than 60% of 
the to ta l area, including v irtua lly  
the entire coastal region, plus the 
ports of Haifa and Jaffa, which are 
predom inantly Arab in  trad ition  and 
population.
, The heart of the country, the area 
around Jerusalem, including the 
litt le  town of Bethlehem, would 
constitute a "trusteeship" under the 
permanent adm in is tra tion o f the 
League of Nations, th a t is to say, 
of W all Street.

The m inority  report, supported by 
the Moslem delegations (Ira n  and 
Ind ia ) and Yugoslavia,-^is opposed 
to pa rtition , favoring instead a fed­
erated Arab-Jewish state, guaran-

English Miners Strike 
As Mass Unrest Rises

The d issatisfaction o f the B rit is h  w orkers w ith  the p e rfid i­
ous A ttlee  governm ent, w h ich  is saddling m onstrous p riva tions  
upon the masses in  order to preserve cap ita lism  in  B rita in , 
fla red in to  the open last week, w ’hen the fu l l  crew  of 2,700 coal
m iners w alked ou t of the * —

____  ■. • the N ational Union o f Mineworkers.
G rim ethorpe p its  in  p ro tes t, The Sept. 3 , 4 6  coi-
against the f ir in g  of 140 men. Thou­
sands of other Yorkshire miners 
joined them.

The fired  men had struck on 
Aug. 14 in  refusal to accept the new 
speed-up regulations of the gov­
ernm ent’s coal board, approved by 
the union officials.

A ttem pts of the authorities, gov­
ernmental and union alike, to herd 
the men back to the mines, have 
thus fa r proved unavailing. The 
union chiefta ins “ cannot even get 
more than a sm all m ino rity  of 
strikers to attend mass meetings o r  
to vote on whether or no t to re­
tu rn  to work," N. Y. Times corre­
spondent Herbert L. Matthews re­
ported on Sept. 1. This d iscred it- 
men t  of the o ffic ia l labor leader­
ship in  (he eyes o f the rank and 
file w ill become more and more 
widespread in  the days ahead.

The strike of the G rim ethorpe 
men has aroused deep response 
throughout the whole Yorkshire 
area. By Sept. 2, despite the fra n ­
tic efforts of the Laborite misiead- 
ers and betrayers, sympathy w a lk ­
outs had spread to 29 pits, invo lv­
ing more than 30,000 miners. Some 
50,000 are employed in  Yorkshire.

Meanwhile, the coal industry faces 
additional difficu lties. The clerical 
workers, w i t h  a membership of 
10,000, served notice t h  a t  they 
would go out on strike a fte r Sept. 
7, because of the sta lling  of the 
National Coal Board. The clerks 
demand recognition o f the ir union, 
as a body separate and apart from

New York Marxist Labor School
Beginning Monday evening, Oct. 6, 
and each Monday in October 

7:30 p. m.— THE IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT THEN AND 
N O W : A Marxist review of the class struggles in the mid-
oinctcenth century culminating in the American Civil War. . . .

Instructor: William F. Warde 
9:00 p. m.— MODERN SCIENCE AND MARXISM: The crisis 
in modern science. Biological evolution and the trends in modern 
human society . . . Dialectical Materialism, the young science 
of the sciences, its vast scope and limitations .

Instructor: B. Lens.
Open discussion to fo llo w  each lecture

116 University Place
•SI.00 ¡ o r  s e rie s , 30 ce n ts  p e r  se ss io n .

F re e  a d m is s io n  to  u n e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs

lieries in  Yorkshire were shut down 
as 50,000 miners walked out. The 
men, increasingly b itte r against 

1 the ir own union officia ldom , were 
determined to defy botli the Na­
tional Coal Board and the Laborite 
M inisters. The depth of the ir re­
sentment is apparently no t appre­
ciated in  London.

A London cable to the N. Y. 
Times, Sept. 4, states: “ A tour of 
th is south ’Yorkshire area between 
Doncaster and Barnsley, including 
Grimethorpe, and talks w ith  many 
people, showed tha t the s ituation 
is even more dangerous than it 
looked from  London.”

The Laborite m in isters and union 
chieftains, who have been v ile ly  a t­
tacking the Yorkshire strikers, arc 
afra id  lest the movement spread 
over the whole Yorkshire area and 
beyond it.

Th is h igh ly  explosive coal strike 
occurs precisely at a moment when 
the A tllee government has announc­
ed tha t a fte r Oct. 1 i t  w ill drive 
the workers’ liv ing  standards below 
those in  the darkest war days.

The meat ra tion  lias been slashed 
another 15%, pe rm itting  workers 
only 20 cents w orth  a week. Breed 
which remained unrationed during 
the war is to be doled out in  s tarva­
tion portions of 63 ounces a week. 
Sugar w ill be slashed to the w ar­
time low of 8 ounces weekly; bacon 
to 2 ounces (as against the w ar­
time low of 3 ounces); cheese. 2Vi 
ounces (wartim e low was 2 ounces).

W hile determined to keep wages 
frozen, A ttlee and his friends have 
taken the in itia tive  in  boosting 
prices. By government decree, coal 
has been hiked more than 10%., 
w ith another increase coming on 
Oct. 1 when ra il fre ig h t charges 
w ill also be raised.

H igher coai prices and fre igh t 
rates w ill not only deprive m illions 
of the main fuel for cooking and 
warming themselves in  w inter, but 
i t  w ill set off a general price rise.

W hile the Laborite leaders blame 
higher coal prices on the miserable 
wage increases, on the “ ineffic iency” 
of the coal miners, “ absenteeism," 
and so on, they keep mum about 
the m illions of pounds in dividends 
annually guaranteed to the erst- 

j while coal operators, who are now 
bondholders of the “ nationalized”

I coal industry.

toeing the m a jo rity  to t ’ne Arabs.
Australia, which straddled the 

fence, jo ined the other delegations 
in  unanimously voting tha t B rita in  
should give up her League of Na- 

j tions ‘ 'mandate," held since 1923,
| a t the earliest possible moment.”  
In  the meantime, however, England 

ds to conduct the adm in istra tion 
"under United Nations auspices.”

W hite  the m ino rity  delegations 
demanded tha t the question of 
Jewish im m igration be le ft open, 
the m a jo rity  report would quadruple 
the number of im m igrants, allowing 
15C.C00 in the next, two years a: 
against the current B ritish  quota ol 
18.COO annually.

Both reports w ill come before the 
, General Assembly which convene:.
! on Sept. 16 and which has no pow­
er to compel acceptance of any de­
cisions th a t may be adopted.

' A bioc of B ritish . Soviet and Arab 
' delegations could prevent the two- 
i th irds m ajority  necessary to pas:
| any “ recommendations." From the 
action of the S ta lin is t controlled 
delegations (the Czechs voting w ith  
the m ajority , the Yugoslavs w ith  the 
m in o rity ), i t  is obvious th a t the 
K rem lin  is open to bids from  the 
two decisive disputants involved in 
the Palestinian issue—English im ­
perialism vs. W all Street.

The Zionists, wnom Washington 
is now using as puppets much in  th( 
same manner as London did after 
W orld V /ar I. are' happy to play the 
game. They have accepted the 
American-sponsored version of the 
Balfour declaration. The Arabs are 

; b itte rly  opposed.
i Behind the diplomatic, verbiage 
| about "even tua lly " granting inde­

pendence to a partitioned or feder­
ated Palestine, is the im peria lis t 
riva lry , especially over oil.. W ho­
ever controls Palestine, controls not 
only strategic sea lanes to the oil 
reserves of (.he M iddle East, the ric h ­
est in the world, but also the te r­
m inal ends of oil pipe iincs from  
these fields.

So fa r as the K rem lin  Ls con­
cerned, its aim is to in jec t itse lf as 
a th ird  partner in th is  d ir ty  grab 
for oil. a bottleneck today in the 
Soviet fuel supply.

W ashington diplomats have scored 
i big victory in achieving the firs t 
step toward elbowing B rita in  out of 
Palestine. I f  the B ritish  remain 
there at all i t  w ill be only as W all 
S treet’s ju n io r clerks.

The m a jo rity  report was obviously 
inspired behind-the-scenes by the 
U. S. State Department. I t  has a l­
ready received the warm approval 
of the N. Y. Times, most au tho rita ­
tive spokesman for the o il magnates 
and other m illionaires. The Times 
editors hailed the m a jo rity  report 
as po in ting " th e  way to a solution," 
tha t is to the in trcnchm ent of 
Standard O il in  Palestine.

| So fa r as the Arab and Jewish 
people are concerned, neither the 
m a jo rity  nor the m inority  plan o f­
fers them any hope. Even in  the 
ivent tha t one or the other is ac­
tua lly accepted, i t  w ill essentially 
a lta r nothing.

Palestine w ill remain w hat it. has 
lecn- the arena for internecine 
varfare between Arabs and Jews for 
he benefit of th is  o r th a t group of 

greedy imperialists. W all Street 
w ill take the place o f Downing 
Street in reaping the profits, and 
noth ing more.

Tt is in irreconcilable struggle 
against both B ritish  and American 
im peria list brigands, w ith  the Jew­
ish population fig h tin g  shoulder to 
shoulder w ith  the overwhelming, 
m a jo rity  o f Arab workers and par­
ents, th a t Palestine w ill f in a lly  gain 
;er freedom by establishing a so­

cia list state there.

daris cabinet was a declaration i t  
would outlaw a ll strikes' and press 
the w itch hu n t purge o f suspected 
"reds”  among government workers.

MacVcagh and Griswold m an ip­
ulated the ir puppets so clum sily 
th a t th e ir strings got tangled. G ris ­
wold, fo r instance, to ld Tsaldaris 
tha t too narrow a government 
would be “ inadmissible.”  American 
Ambassador MacVcagh, pu t on the 
spot by Tsaldaris, had to issue a 
public statem ent "exp la in ing”  th a t 
Griswold only m eant "inadvisable.”

The State D epartm ent rushed 
Loy Henderson, one of its  top o f­
ficia ls, to untangle the strings. I t  
was announced th a t Henderson may 
have a ll the top puppet po litic ians 
appear before h im  in  a body fo r a 
"stern w arn ing”  on American policy. 
Presumably he w ill explain w hat i t  
takes to succeed as a quisling fo r 
W all Street.

D uring the shuffle, Zervas was 
made a scapegoat fo r the reign of 
terror. Hauled on the carpet by 
the Am erican Ambassador, Zervas 
was told th a t in the United States 
i t  was considered he had "d ic ta ­
to ria l and fascistic tendencies" be­
cause of the recent mass arrests.

The ex-bandit hum bly asked what 
he could do to change the opin ion 
of the United States, but he won 
no stay of sentence. “ I t  seems un­
likely^”  declared Schm idt, “ th a t Zer­
vas can hold public office again 
while Americans are in  Greece."

Zervas’ real crimes in  W all Street’s 
eyes were two: (1) his lies were too 
crude: (2) he d idn ’t  succeed in
crushing the po litica l opposition to 
the puppet dynasty.

The mass arrests organized by 
Zervas were utilized by the Am er­
ican cap ita lis t press a t the tim e to 
beat the drums fo r war against the 
Soviet Union. His lies about “ plots” 
and "brigades” were headlined as 
“ proof”  of foreign in te rven tion  in  
Greece.

Zervas was only applying the 
Trum an Doctrine. He took his cue 
from  Congress and the T rum an A d­
m in is tra tion . As Schm idt pointed 
out, the Greek puppets believe “ tha t 
American 'Red scares,’ the purge 
of Communists from  the State De­
partment and what they imagine 
o have b e e n  a ‘p roh ib ition  of 
strikes’ (a reference to the T a ft-  
Hartley Slave Labor Law) im ply 
•ight-w ing policy s im ila r to the ir 
own.”

The real views o f the Trum an 
Adm inistration toward the reign of 
’.error in Greece can be gathered 
from the fact th a t i t  has not lifted  
\  finger to secure the release of the 
tens of thousands of victim s ra il- 
-oaded to prisons and concentration 
■amps. Schm idt observed in pass- 
ng th a t Zervas’ “ ideas fo r figh ting  

guerrillas coincide w ith  the Am er­
icans. . . .”

Anyone who has read about M u r­
der, Inc., or s im ila r gangs, can 
'asil.v understand why Tsaldaris ar.d 
his fe llow  puppets resisted “ broad­
ening" the regime.

These po litica l gangsters handle 
anything in  the quisling line and 
he ir prices could be called suspi-

ciously low, considering the number 
of murders called fc : B u t once
the cash is on the line is:.y a $300.- 
000,000 "loan" from  Congress) w hat 
about blackmail?

"Greeks are convinced," explains 
Schmidt, “ th a t Americans could no t 
shut off aid, th a t i t  would d isrup t 
the ir e n t i r e  program and th a t 
American in terest is fa r too deeply 
com m itted in  C-reco" fo r M r. Hen­
derson or M r. MacVcagh or M r. 
G riswold to take a chance on :n - 
du lg ing in  any such gestures" as 
shutting off funds.

So T rum an ’s representatives in  
Greece suddenly le lt  the puppets 
je rk ing  back on the strings w ith  
more than a h in t  about, laying a 
few more grand on the line. W hether 
B ritish  diplomacy in  Greece had a 
hand in  insp iring  these puppets (o 
embarrass the rich C om m unist-fear­
ing W all S treet cousins o f the 
B ritish  is no t clear.

Iron ica lly , the T rum an Adm inis­
tra tion  now finds even the election 
rigged by the A l l i e d  powers in 
Greece M ar. 31. 1946, an embarrass­
ment. Schm idt was perm itted in  
the columns oi the N. Y. Times to 
call the election results a "b itte r 
obstacle” in  m anipu la ting the Greek 
puppets, and to adm it th a t "A m er­
ican efforts to ’broaden’ or obtain 
a more workable government ap­
pear to be calculated to . . . get 
around the results of the election."

W hat keeps the hated Greek 
monarchy in  power is the A llied 
hrmed force th a t insta lled it. W ith ­
draw the B ritish  troops who are 
now in  Greece and the puppet gov­
ernm ent is threatened w ith  speedy 
collapse unless American troops re ­
place the B ritish .

T h a t is why, as Neal S tanford, 
W ashington correspondent of the 
Christian Science M onitor, exp la in­
ed Aug. 28, "T op -rank ing  W ashing­
ton offic ia ls today are wrestling 
w ith  a po litica lly  explosive subject: 
Under w hat c o n d i t i o n s  should 
American troops be sent to Greece?”

The B ritish  have been persuaded 
twice so fa r to postpone w ithdraw al 

, of the ir troops. Now they again 
I m ainta in th a t'th e y  can't a ll'o id  the 
expense any longer. The T rum an 
A dm in is tra tion  is asking fo r an- 

j other postponement.
However, the B ritish  imperialists, 

who are themselves acquainted w ith  
I the a rt of blackm ail, are proving 
| d iff ic u lt  to convince. They are "re ­
sisting tlie  heaviest, possible pres­
sure from  the State Departm ent,”  
N. Y. Times correspondent M a llo ry  
Browne reported Aug. 29 from  Lon­
don.

W hat they are hold ing out for 
is "re lie f somewhere else — perhaps 
in  Germany or Palestine — then 
B rita in  m ig h t find  i t  was s till not 
quite ’p ractica l’ to call -her troops 
home from  Greece th is year."

I f  the price asked by the B ritish  
im peria list bandits to keep the ir 
troops in Greece is loo high to suit 
t h e  im peria lis t bandits on W all 
Street, then to quote Neal S tan­
ford, “ W ashington may decide to 
take (lie  fa te fu l plunge and replace 
the B ritish  w ith  Americans.”

Dutch Despots Spurn 
Second "Cease Fire" 
Order in W ar on Java

In  its  han d ling  of the D u tch  w ar on Indonesia last week, 
the U n ite d  N ations gave an ins tru c tive  dem onstra tion  of its  
a b ility  to  serve the A llie d  im peria lis ts  at the expense of free­
dom-seeking co lonia l peoples. *>

On A ugust 1 the Security
Council issued a “ cease f ire ”  o r­
der. The Indonesian govern­
m ent abided by th is  order. The
Dutch despots, however, paid no 
a tten tion to it. They went r ig h t 
ahead m ethodically bombing v il­
lages and m urdering Indonesian pa- 
rio ts in  tiie  areas they had seized 

since Ju ly 20, the day they launched 
a ll-ou t war.

F ina lly  on Aug. 25 the Security 
Council considered a Russian mo­
tion fo r a commission to check up 
on compliance w ith  the “ cease f ire ” 
order. The French delegation vetoed 
even th is feeble gesture. French 
im peria lism  is conducting its  own 
war of pillage and colonial con­
quest in  Indo-C hina. Consequently 
the French see eye to eye w ith  
the ir Dutch fe llow-bandits

As a substitute, tne UN Security 
Council on Aug. 26 passed another 
“ cease f ire ” older. Van Kleffens, 
representing the Dutch throne, con­
temptuously told the UN th a t its 
action "w ill be considered a t The 

i Hague.” Noth ing more than tha t 
is expected to result from  the new 
order.

In  the debate on the m otion. Van 
K leffens was strongly backed by 
Herschel V. Johnson, delegate of 
the United States. " I  do no t th in k ,” 
said Johnson, ” . . .  th a t i t  is a fa ir 
attitude to assume th a t everyth ing 
the Dutch do has evil motives and 
th a t the people who suffer because 
o f the incompetence and in ab ility  
of the Indonesian Government to 
afford them police protection dt 
not m atter.”

Johnson's ♦ .rorcs; m defending 
the Dutch should be judged in tlie  
lig h t of the concern displayed by 
the State Dpeartm cnt fo r W all 
Street's holdings in  Indonesia. Th is 
concern likewise explains why the 
T rum an adm in is tra tion  refuses to 
recapture the American-owned arms 
and m unitions being used by the 
Dutch murderers against the Ind o ­
nesians.

One observer remarked during the 
UN 'debate on Indonesia th a t “ the 
shadows of Morocco, the subject 
states of A frica, and o f Puerto Rico 
are hovering over the Security 
Council table today.”

W hile the UN den of im peria lis t 
thieves did w hat i t  could to keep 
the hands of the Dutch generals 
and adm irals free fo r action. Queen 
W ilhe lm ina ’s armed forces appeared 
to be preparing fo r an assault on 
Jogjakarta.

Since the Aug. 1 “ cease f ire ” o r­
der tlie  Dutch have repeatedly de­
nied any in ten tion  of a ttack ing the 
capital of the Indonesian Republic. 
To judge from  past Dutch propa­
ganda, however, this very insistence 
should be taken ns a warning th a t 
the ir real aims are quite d ifferent. 
In  addition, Dutch troops have been 
in c h in g . steadily closer to the be­
leaguered city. And on Aug. 30 
van Mook, head o f Dutch forces 
in Indonesia, openly called fo r “ an 
end to the au th o rity ”  of the Re­
publican government.

The Dutch im peria lists w ant to 
bring  the ir war of conquest to a 
speedy conclusion — an aim  w ith  
which the im peria lis t powers in  the 
dN arc in  perfect agreement.

JBESfJLE AND POT: Despite
:$i|[espread fraud and disfranchise- 
r i i in t  which gave them the h igh- 
afelhMp-ihpr of votes in the Hungar- 

31 elections, the Stalin ists 
w<3fe'able to claim  only 21’4% of 
the :Votes. T h is  was an increase of 
M f i, th a n  5% over the last election, 

was held in  1945. I f  the 
fftijtidu lent ballots arc discounted, 
I t  js  clear th a t S ta lin is t influence 
«uqong the masses in  Hungary, far 
fro ln  growing, has actually declined 
since the end of the war.

Nevertheless, the S ta lin is t grip on 
tilfe government has been tightened 
by^fhe election results, fo r tiie  gov­
ernment coalition (Communist. 
Sm all Landholder, Social Democra­
tic,' and National Peasant Parties) 
received over 60% o f the vote, 
jljive n  though the Social Democrat' 

b itte rly  protested the election 
fia iid s  and threatened to resign 
fjjotn the government, the Com­
m unist P arty ’s contro l of both the 
coa lition and the police apparatus 
s£ejas to assure S ta lin is t dom ina­
tion  over the government fo r the 
tim e being.

When W ashington complains 
about election fraud and te rro r in 
Hungary or when Moscow com­
p l in s  about election fraud and 
tb r io r in  Mississippi, i t  is a case of 
tfee kettle and the pot.

*  *  *

/¿ERROR IN  PERU: The govern- 
lp |g t  of Peru suspended c iv il liber- 
L p g u a n a n te e s  on Sept. 2 in  an ef- 
y a ato break a five day old general 
m fc-.in L im a and its po rt of Cal­
ls ® . The government arrested 48 
labor pleaders in  connection w ith  
«¡■¿strike, which union leaders an- 
f a u & d  had been settled by direct 
ire jb tia tions w ith  management ha lf 
kOpaour before the issuance of the 
d ic ta toria l decree by President 
Sustamente Rivero.

w ♦ *

(WANT JUSTICE FOR FASC­
ISM’S: Casale M onferranto, a c ity  of 
36;000 people in  northwestern 
tt& iy. was last week reported oc­
cupied by partisans, who seized the 
t e f n  to protest the (.government’s

B y Joseph H a n s en
T h e  T ru m a n  A d m in is tra t io n  has been in te rv e n in g  in  the  in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f Greece “ lik e  

a -b u ll in  a ch ina  shop and ju s t as e ffe c tiv e ly ,”  a cco rd ing  to  “ B r i t is h  re m a rks ”  re p o rte d  A u g . 
30 b y  N. Y . T im e s  co rresponden t D ana  A d a m s  S ch m id t.

T h e  exposure o f the  crude 
lies abou t “ red p lo ts ”  and “ in -  

, tc rn a tio n a l b rigades”  spun b y  
M in is te r  o f P u b lic  O rd e r N a ­
poleon Z e rvas  to  cover up the 
W a ll S tree t-sponsored  re ig n  o f 
te rro r in  Greece p roved  u n co m ­
fo rta b le  to  the  T ru m a n  A d ­
m in is tra t io n . A n  a tte m p t was 
made to  oust Z ervas and g ive  
the cab ine t a " l ib e ra l”  fro n t.

American Ambassador L incoln 
MacVcagh and D w igh t Griswold, 
head o f the U. S. "a id " mission, 
succeeded in je rk ing  puppet Zervas 
o ff  the stage. B u t they ended up 
w ith  a government dangling from  
the ir fingers th a t d iffered in  no 
essential respect from  the form er 
one headed by Máximos, which 
even the reactionary editor of the 
N. Y. Times was forced to describe 
as "a government of revenge, in ­
efficiency and division.”

Headed by Tsaldaris, bass o f the 
1 form er cabinet, the new cabinet is 
' compased solely o f members of the 
pro-roya list Populist Party. Tsal- 
daris trium phantly  announced tha t 
the American Ambassador had 
rgreed nevertheless to tolerate his 
nominees “ tem porarily ."

The f irs t aet of the new Tsal-

ence was one in  w a sn in g to n  
between B r it is h  and Am erican 
Relegates. T h is  conference has 
been conducted in  such secrecy 
tha t i t  has dropped almost com­
p le te ly  out o f the press, 

y e t when i t  began Aug. 12, i t  
characterized as “ decisive” in 

determining "the  scope and suc­
cess of the M arshall P lan.”

•^he subject of th is  conference 
behind locked doors is the Ruhr, 
p f lic ia lly  the delegates are discus- 
$i)jg how to raise production there, 
ty j ja t  they are really discussing is 
pjyhership o f the 40,000,000,000 esti­
mated tons of coal th a t lie under

tis industria l basin, ownership of 
j*1 great steel m ills  th a t even after 
Wat’s destruction and two years 

d ism antling are s t ill capable of pro­
curing  19,200,000 tons o f steel a 
35<$r, and ownership o f the other 
enterprises in  the fabulously pro­
ductive industria l network known 
$i,vthe “ forge of Europe.”

SECRET LEAKED OUT
■fills became known when a “ top 

se’dfet” leaked out in  Essen, Ger­
many, th a t the U. S. had made 
ah; feffer to the B ritish  fo r the Ruhr 
lhi&S. I t  was confirm ed by the 
dijRsferation of an unnamed offic ia l

'J. S. M ilita ry  Government 
iany th a t “ We are having 
the B ritish  ou t of the coal

mines, m ills, factories, ra il-  
c., were form erly held by 
rtels th a t were linked w ith  

£&t$10lisand threads to the colossaliy 
monopolists of American 

w ii  Business. On Aug, 19, 1945, the 
B rit is h  took over control.
4 fh e  B ritish  capitalists, weakened 
by "the war, are no t strong enough 
to  Exclude p ro fit-h un g ry  American 
Big. Business from  decisive control. 
f b f i 'W a l l  Street economic royalists 
see1, a golden opportun ity to d ivert 
a. nta jor share of the fu ture  passible 
p ro fits  from  the R uhr in to  the ir 
’cfwh bank vaults.

$  is a question of the price the 
jB riysh can succeed in w ring ing out 
o f -their form er war allies; a ques­
tion,-, of setting up a smooth transi- 
t io t i to American contro l; and other 
isudh' items o f a thieves’ deal th a t 
is  ijinder discussion at Washington, 
f h g t  is the reason for, ..the secrecy 
ih fo ud ing  th is meeting,

f& fcO ND CONFERENCE

second conference look place 
ityJLondon between American, B r it ­
ish;. > and French delegates. This 
.meeting was staged to give the 
A i|h c h  a public opportun ity  to pro­
test the decisions o f the American 
apd B ritish  capitalists on stepping 
uji.\,industrial production in  the two 
zones of Germany they control.

;Thc French capitalists w ant a 
H&ips share of the R uhr coal. They 
W aiit the R uhr steel industry  to
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"Fascism in the United 
States will bo directed 
against te Jews and the 
Negroes, but against the 
Negroes  particularly, 
and in a most terrible 
manner."

L eo n  T ro ts k y

Bill of Rights Imperiled
F or 156 years the Am erican people have re­

garded the U . S. C o n s titu tio n ’s f irs t  ten amend­
ments, com m only called the B i l l  of R igh ts, as 
an inv io lab le  legal guarantee of th e ir  dem ocratic 
righ t«  and liberties.

The ru lers of th is  coun try  have law lessly in ­
vaded these cherished r ig h ts  on m any occasions. 
B u t never before have they dared openly to  ad­
vocate a lte ra tion  o i abridgem ent of the B i l l  of 
R igh ts  itse lf.

So a rrogant has the ru lin g  cap ita lis t class be­
come, th a t i t  is now  engaged in  a d irect assault 
upon the B i l l  of R igh ts. T h is  is the om inous 
m eaning of the reso lu tion, adopted last week by 
the Am erican Leg ion  convention, ca lling  fo r 
amendment o f the B i l l  of R igh ts  as such.

T h is  fro n ta l assault upon the B il l  of R igh ts 
is  n a tu ra lly  represented as a defense of de­
m ocracy”  against “ com m unism ." The Leg ion  
demands a cons titu tiona l amendment to deprive 
o f basic co ns titu tion a l r ig h ts  anyone C H A R G E D  
w ith  “ p rom oting  the ove rth row  of the govern­
m ent of the U n ite d  States, by force.

H o w  easy i t  w ou ld  be fo r the governm ent to 
drag union leaders and labor m ilita n ts  in to  court 
on the charge of “ p rom oting  the o ve rth row  of 
the governm ent by force”  and thereby auto ­
m a tica lly  deprive them  of any and a ll cons titu ­
tio n a l r igh ts . W h a t a fie ld  day th is  w ou ld  give 
labo r’s enem ies!

T h a t the Am erican Leg ion, con tro lled  by the 
ruth less B ig  Brass and fascist-m inded business 
interests, should advocate such a b low  a t the 
B i l l  o f R igh ts  is no t su rp ris ing . B u t w ha t makes 
th is  move especially om inous is th a t not a single 
leading  governm ent o ffic ia l o r spokesman of the , 
D em ocra tic  and Republican parties, no t a single 
m a jo r cap ita lis t newspaper has assailed it.

Such a reso lu tion  should have im m edia te ly  
raised a great hue and cry. Instead, the capi­
ta lis t press has g iven bare m ention  to  it .  T ru ­
man, Dewey, Stassen, E isenhow er, N im itz  and 
Spaatz, w ho helped steam up the Am erican 
Leg ion  convention fo r the im p eria lis t T rum an  
D oc trine  and M arsha ll P lan, have been silent, 
w here silence bids consent.

The A m erican  Leg ion  is notorious as an an ti- > 

labor organ ization. I t  helped to spearhead the 
v ig ila n te  te rro r against unions and labor m il i­
tants a fte r the F irs t W o r ld  W a r. I ts  present 
a ttack on the B il l  of R igh ts  is d irected no t alone 
at com m unists. Jt is aimed squarely at everyone 
w ho speaks against W a ll S treet's w ar program . 
Above a ll, i t  is designed to  destroy the demo­
cra tic  r ig h ts  of W a ll S treet’s greatest opponent, 
the labor movement.

Le t labor be forewarned. The B il l  o f R igh ts 
is seriously endangered. Once the L eg io n ’s 
am endm ent is passed, o ther amendments w ou ld  
soon fo llo w . A l l  the r ig h ts  of free speech, free 
press, free assembly, w ou ld  be w iped out. The 
A m erican  w o rk in g  class m ust expose and de­
nounce the L eg io n ’s action and fig h t it.

Wallace's Tricky Formula
W h ile  H en ry  W allace  h in ts  every once in  a 

w h ile  tha t 'he may bo lt and fo rm  a th ird  party , 
he continues to leave the door w ide open fo r 
support o f T ru m an  in  1948.

A  recent example is h is Labor D ay ed ito ria l 
in  the Sept. 1 "N e w  R epub lic .”  Here W allace 
undertakes an answer to  h is fe llow -libe ra ls  w ho 
agree th a t T ru m a n ’s record is bad bu t who feel 
the Republicans are worse and therefore  wonder 
w he ther T ru m an  should be supported in  1948 
as the “ lesser o f tw o  evils .”

“ These are the questions earnest libera ls  are 
asking,”  W a llace  states. “ I  don ’t th in k  they 
are w e ll tim ed. . . .

“ On th is  Labor Day, 1947, we should not be 
discussing w hich  is the lesser o f  evils. W e 
should be p lann ing  to  avoid the necessity of 
such a choice by w in n in g  con tro l of the D em o­
cra tic  convention. . . .

“ W e can s t i l l  avoid the necessity o f try in g  
to p ick the lesser o f evils. . . .”

In  other words, W allace  has no fundam enta l 
difference w ith  the “ earnest libe ra ls”  w ho are 
g e ttin g  ready to back T rum an , the strikebreaker 
and im p e r ia lis t; h is m ain ob jection  is to  th e ir 
tim in g . As he puts i t  elsewhere in  the edi­
to ria l : “ Some progressives . . . are d issipating 
th e ir pow er w ith  P R E M A T U R E  pledges to an

A d m in is tra tio n  w h ich  has no t earned i the sup­
p o rt o f progressives.”  (O u r emphasis.)»

I t  is not ye t necessary to choose the lesser 
ev il, W allace m aintains, because such a choice 
can be avoided by w inn in g  contro l of the Dem o­
cra tic  convention. T h a t is, pu t o ff a decision 
on th is  question u n til a fte r you have entered 
the co rrup t D em ocratic P a rty  and fough t to  give 
i t  a libe ra l co lo ra tion.

B u t suppose T rum an  and his c ity  machine 
bosses and Southern Bourbon henchmen con­
tro l the D em ocratic convention —  w hich  is 99% 
sure —  w ha t then? B y  tha t tim e  it  w il l  be too 
late to  launch a th ird  p a rty  capable of w in ­
n ing the election. W h a t w ill  W allace do then? 
O bviously, i f  h is argum ents have any log ic, he 
w il l  then be w ill in g  to take up and accept the 
choice o f the so-called lesser evil.

W o rkers  w ho w an t a p a rty  o f your own in 
1948: Beware of those who advise you to stick 
to the D em ocra tic P a r ty ! You  cannot defeat 
the cap ita lis t parties so long as you nurse i l lu ­
sions about re fo rm ing  them . The on ly w ay 
to beat the tw o  B ig  Business parties next year 
is by b reaking  from  them  now  and proceeding 
w ith o u t delay to  the fo rm a tion  o f a new party  
based on the trade unions. A n y  other course 
w il l  guarantee a v ic to ry  fo r W a ll Street in  1948.

Prepare for the Boom-Bust
In  the a d jo in in g  colum ns the reader w ill  find  

an a rtic le  by John G. W r ig h t, ana lyz ing  the m ain 
economic factors d riv in g  th is  co un try  in to  an­
o ther boom-bust.

I t  is beyond anyone’s power to  f ix  precise 
dates in  so dynam ic a process as the cu rren t 
economic s itu a tio n . W r ig h t ’s forecast is, a rough 
approx im ation , and no th ing  more. A c tua l de­
velopm ents may postpone the disaster fo r an ad­
d it io n a l s ix m onths and even more.

Regardless o f w hether the depression breaks 
in  its  fu ll fu ry  a few  m onths sooner or la te r, its  
com ing is unavoidable. The cap ita lis t press and 
the m ost p rom inen t cap ita lis t spokesmen are do­
ing  every th ing  in  th e ir  pow er to lu l l  the masses 
in to  a dangerous fee ling  o f false security.

I f  the labor m ovem ent w a its  w ith  folded 
hands u n til the fa te fu l hours o f the actual de­
pression, i t  incu rs  the danger o f being caught o ff 
guard and unprepared.

The tim e to arm  the organized labor move­
m ent w ith  a program  th a t w i l l  meet the needs 
of the c r it ic a l days ahead is— R IG H T  N O W !

W e o f T H E  M IL I T A N T  have long ago p ro ­
jected such a rounded program . The key im m e­
diate measures to ensure fu l l  em ploym ent and 
job  security  are:

1. The s lid ing  scale of hours. L abo r m ust re­
new in  earnest its  drive  fo r the 6-hour day, 30- 
h ou r week w ith  no reduction in  take-home pay. 
A l l  w o rk  m ust be shared equ itab ly  so tha t there 
are no lay-o ffs  and unem ploym ent.

2. A l l  id le o r p a rtia lly -id le  p lants m ust be 
taken over by the governm ent, to be operated 
under w orke rs ’ contro l.

3. U nem ploym ent insurance equal to  trade 
un ion  wages m ust be provided a ll unemployed 
fo r the dura tion  o f th e ir  unem ploym ent.

4. A l l  w ar funds m ust be reallocated fo r fed­
eral housing pro jects and o ther pub lic  w orks of 
benefit to  the w orkers to provide jobs at trade 
union wages.

The Ruhr Agreement
The A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lis ts  claim  tha t 

the new  p roduction  levels they have decided upon 
in  the tw o  zones they occupy in  Germany are 
h igh  enough to  revive E urope ’s economy. T h is  
is n o th ing  bu t propaganda designed to  cover up 
th e ir  real aims.

W h a t they have agreed upon is a lim ite d  re­
v iva l of the R uhr. The goals set are fa r below  
top capacity. Steel p roduction , fo r instance, is 
set at s lig h tly  more than h a lf the capacity le ft 
a fte r the destruction  of w a r and tw o  years d is­
m an tling  o f plants.

A nd  instead of p ro v id ing  fo r norm al expan­
sion and im provem ent o f ind us try  in  th is  v ita l 
region, c r ip p lin g  res tric tions  are s ti l l  retained not 
to m ention continued rem oval o f p lants as “ rep­
ara tions.”

The tru th  is th a t A ng lo -A m erican  im peria l­
ism  is not interested in  rev iva l o f European econ­
om y except insofar as i t  is p o litic a lly  advisable, 
in  th e ir op in ion, to operate i t  like  a W P A  pro ject 
to stem mass unrest.

T h e ir  long-range objectives are (1 ) to estab­
lish  a m ilita ry  bridge-head in  the heart of 
E u ro p e ; and (2) to place the R uhr under the po­
lit ic a l and economic dom ination  of Am erican B ig  
Business w ith  the B rit is h  cap ita lis ts  as ju n io r  
partners.

They w an t m onopoly con tro l over the R uhr. 
T h is  con tro l w i l l  enable them  firs t of a ll to ab­
sorb a fo rm er dangerous com petito r the w ay the 
g ian t Am erican monopolies custom arily  absorb 
com petito rs. I t  w i l l  g ive them  pow er to f ix  
prices th roughou t Europe, thereby tig h te n in g  
th e ir  g rip  on the w o rld  m arket. I t  w i l l  enable 
them  tol siphon the p ro fits . Above a ll i t  w i l l  give 
them  decisive con tro l over Europe ’s productive  
capacity.

U nder capita lism , th is  is the power to l im it  
capacity, cut down production  and destroy goods 
already produced. A t  present Ang lo -A m erican  
im peria lism  uses th is  power to hold back the 
R uhr ind us tria l machine and even to r ip  out es­
sentia l parts. In  the event o f depression, A m e r­
ican B ig  Business w ou ld  use th is  power to shut 
down the R uhr factories jus t as they shut down 
Am erican factories du ring  the T h irtie s .

The new agreement on the R uhr is one more 
b it o f evidence tha t capita lism  is incapable of re ­
sto ring  economy anywhere on a scale adequate 
to  ensure a decent liv in g  fo r the w o rk in g  people. 
I t  is one more p roof th a t on ly under socia list 
economy can Europe hope to  restore its  economy 
and heal the wounds of w ar.

'

L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  M O R ­
A L IT Y  by James T . Farre ll,
Vanguard  Press, 1947, 304 
pp., $3.

L ite ra ture  and M ora lity  is a co l­
lection of lite ra ry  essays, most of 
which F arre ll has already had pub­
lished in  various magazines and 
newspapers. The tit le  of the book 
is derived from  th a t of the open­
ing essay, in  which Farre ll dis­
cusses the snobbery of the Partisan 
Review in te llectua l who regards 
him self as the anointed custodian 
of m ora lity , which can only be a t­
tained through the reading of Henry 
James and the Partisan Review. B ut 
the tit le  has a fu rth e r and broader 
significance.

In  o n e  of the essays F arre ll 
writes, “ W ar and Peace is a novel 
which explores and sets down moral 
consequences — moral consequences 
in  the sense of w hat happens to 
human character.”  I t  m ig h t be 
said tha t the essays in L ite ra ture  
and M ora lity  explore the m oral con­
sequences o f lite ra tu re  and the l i t ­
erary consequences of social m ora l­
ity  — th a t is to say, they analyze 
how lite ra tu re  affects human per­
sonality. which is formed and de­
term ined by its  entire social en­
vironm ent, and how i t  portrays and 
expresses human personality and in 
doing so reflects th a t social environ­
ment.

The longest and best o f the es­
says, “ The Fate of W ritin g  in  Am er­
ica," discusses the probable effects 
upon w ritin g  o f recent developments 
in  the book trade. For, as F arre ll

says, in a society based upon com­
m odity production works of a r t be­
come commodities.

F a rre ll shows how the publishing 
business is becoming more and more 
centralized and is increasing its  ties 
w ith  Hollywood and how th is  is 
bound to have deleterious effects on 
the w rite r ’s freedom o f expression 
and on the quality of his w riting . 
The channels of communication have 
narrowed fo r the w rite r of serious 
lite ra ture ; they have narrowed even 
more fo r the w rite r working in  the 
realm of ideas and of po litica l 
thought. T tiey Will probably con­
tinue to narrow.

However, the nature o f the in ­
dustry and of its  m arket make it  
like ly  th a t the tendency to cen­
tra liza tion  and standardization w ill 
no t be carried to the same degree 
th a t i t  has been carried in  the 
movies and in  radio. Above all, the 
w rite r h im eslf need not play a pas­
sive role in the situa tion i f  he is 
ready to defend his in te g rity  against 
the dictates and blandishments of 
the entrepeneurs o f the book in ­
dustry.

In  other essays F a rre ll discusses 
the sentim ental patterns which 
Hollywood imposes upon its  film s 
and the m oral a ttitude  which u n ­
derlies these patterns, an attitude 
which regards the audience as c h il­
dren who are not to be exposed to 
life -and-death rea lity. He takes up 
the m oral censorship of the Hays 
office and shows how i t  leads* to 
s tu ltifica tion , hypocrisy and false­
ness. He examines James M. Cain’s 
novel, M ildred Pierce, and the film  
based upon i t  as examples of I

“ movietone realism ,”  a spurious 
realism  which gives the surface im ­
pression of rea lity  but sacrifices i t  
fo r glamor and melodrama.

He traces the development of 
genuine Am erican realism, its  de­
p ic tion  o f tire human consequences 
of tire expansion of capita lism  in 
America — the declassing of mem­
bers o f the m iddle class, the atom i­
zation of human beings, the stand­
ardized commercialization of leisure 
and cu ltu re—and fin a lly  its  con­
cern w ith  the bottom-dog, which 
F arre ll d iffe rentia tes from  Norman 
Corw in's and the other neo-populist 
sentimentalized glorifica tions of the 
“ common m an”  inspired by the New 
Deal. He studies the problems of 
radical w rite rs and the effects of 
S ta lin ism  upon them.

F a rre ll has many weaknesses as 
a w rite r o f c r it ic a l prose. H is style 
lacks fle x ib ility . W hen he tries to 
rise to em otional heights, as in  his 
tribu te  to Dreiser, he plunges in to  
bathos. When he attem pts irony, 
as in  his essay on W ill Hays, i t  
is weak. H is summaries of books 
and movies are often draw n-out 
and uninteresting. The concluding 
th ird  of his book, which consists of 
essays on Tolstoy, m igh t well have 
been consolidated and re-worked. 
However, his observations are in ­
te lligent and his judgm ent sound. 
Above all. he approaches lite rature 
ne ither as a d ile ttan te  nor as a 
religious devotee who would make 
i t  a cu lt bu t as one who is aware 
of its  in tim a te  connection w ith  hu ­
man society, of which i t  is an ex­
pression.

—Paul Schapiro

Does Boom-Bust L ie  Ahead?
------------------------------ B y  John Q . W r ig h t  — --------------------------

Am id the ominously gathering 
cloud banks on the economic h o ri­
zon. several thunderheads have sud­
denly appeared. The darkest of these 
represents the sag in  American fo r­
eign trade.

The 13% decline in June from  the 
May peak is no t an episodic m anifes­
ta tion but the product of profound- 
est dislocations o f the world m ar­
ket. Future trends in foreign trade 
are defin ite ly downward. Not a sin­
gle cap ita lis t expert is so bold as to 
forecast any other variant.

The main reason for the inescap­
able down-plunge of foreign trade is 
th is: In  addition to the fea rfu l rav­
ages of war, the world market, is now 
being ripped apart by the new set 
of relationships which dominate the 
world economy, and which have 
likewise resulted d irectly  from  the 
war.

The U.S. has replaced England as 
the world's greatest trad ing nation. 
But while she has been elbowed out 
of her centuries-old preeminence as 
trader, England s t ill has remained 
the world's largest im porting coun­
try . Th is contradiction is beyond the 
powers of American capitalism  to 
solve.

Every cut in English imports tends 
to set o ff a veritable chain reaction, 
compelling one country a fte r an­
other, even those most remotely de­
pendent on English trade, to impose 
drastic curbs on the ir own imports, 
while simultaneously seeking to step 
up the ir respective exports.

The crisis of English economy thus 
inexorably precipitates an even 
sharper crisis in such war-exhausted 
countries as France or Ita ly . I t  a f­
fects not only the rest of Western 
Europe, but countries like Australia, 
Canada and Ind ia . This, in  turn, 
reacts upon England, as well as the 
United States which stands today at

the center of the cap ita lis t world, 
subject to every shock throughout 
the perimeter.

The most immediate danger is 
th a t the already enormous in fla tio n ­
ary pressures—which are world-w ide 
—w ill now beg:-:i m -un ting  as rap id ­
ly and explosively as to engulf the 
already to tte ring  financia l systems 
of England, France, Ita ly .

Should th is occur, not even the g i­
gantic resources of the United 
States, i f  actually thrown in to  the 
breach, could avert a world economic 
catastrophe which by comparison 
would make the collapse of the 
T h irtie s  seem like “ good tim es."

A t all events, the unfo ld ing crisis 
of the world market, w ith  France, 
I ta ly  and England as the weakest 
links, must unavoidably drag down 
American foreign trade and w ith  i t  
the rest of the American economy. 
The world m arket is unquestionably 
the Achilles heel of the cap ita lis t 
colossus of the Western Hemisphere.

This external threa t comes at a 
tim e when the country ’s in te rna l 
economic condition, notw ithstanding 
a ll the outward appearances of ex­
traord inary vigor, is itself revealing 
its chronic diseased condition.

To cite only a few outstanding 
symptoms:

Production, while rem aining at 
levels above pre-war, has been de­
clin ing fo r the last five months at 
the rate of 1 Vè to 2% a m onth. This 
is a trend  and. not a fluctuation .

The shrink ing domestic m arket 
has now reached a c ritica l point. 
Retail trade recorded in August a 
decline of 8 to 9%, a drop sharper 
than a t the inception of the 1920-21 
depression follow ing W orld W ar I. 
Here, too. a down trend is now 
clearly being delineated.

Domestic in fla tio na ry  pressures 
are becoming acute as one monopoly

a fte r another, in the wake of the 
Steel T rust, rushes to reap as much 
p ro fit as i t  can before the storm 
breaks.

There has been no reversal of 
trend in a ll the other factors which 
we have analyzed week by week in 
The M ilita n t (the accumulation of 
inventories, lag in the construction 
industry, sagging soft-goods produc­
tion, inc ip ien t decline in the d u r­
able goods sector, shrink ing mass 
purchasing power, dw ind ling sav­
ings, and so on).

Under these conditions, i t  is out. 
of the question for the in te rna l m ar­
ket to absorb, w ith  a few exceptions, 
more than an ins ign ificant fraction 
of the goods tha t have h ithe rto  
found th e ir outlets abroad. Once 
these s ta rt backing up in to  the a l­
ready glutted channels of d is tribu ­
tion, sharp cutbacks in  production 
must ensue.

A continuation of these trends in 
the days ahead signifies nothing else 
but. a boom-bust cycle of unprece­
dented power and proportions. I f  
the capita list rulers do not in te r­
vene sw iftly  and deliberately, the 
eruption w ill come toward the end 
of th is year or the early pa rt of 
1948. so sw iftly  is the process now 
unfolding.

Should the process be perm itted, 
as i t  has been, to develop v irtua lly  
unchecked, the fu ll impact o f this 
disaster can then be m itigated only 
by pumping scores of b illions of do l­
lars in to  Europe, pouring additional 
b illions in to  the domestic economy, 
and the u ltim ate conversion of the 
la tte r in to  a war-economy of the 
type ins titu ted  in  Germany under 
H itler.

We repeat w hat we have so often 
said in recent months, the time fo r 
labor to prepare fo r the oncoming 
economic maelstrom is NOW !

Hemlines Go Down As 
Dress Prices Go Up

'  B y  Jean n e  M o rg a n
O ut of the hubbub from  the fashion fron t, th fbuW f 

the groans of despair and the shouts of approval abhtft 
the new dress style, one fac t is a ll too clear—v irtu a lly  
everything women are currently  wearing is outm a|ed,

When this year's Easter sales fe ll extremely f i fv S n f l 
the m anufacturers and retailers discovered that. Wonten 
have had increasingly less and less money to spend on 
apparel, they decided th a t the whole style act needed 
a s h ift in  scenery. The only way they saw to boost lag­
ging sales and grab a bigger share of the people’s In ­
come was to force women to buy complete new ward­
robes.

The drastic changes in  style arc absolutely a l l- in ­
clusive. I f  you buy a new dress, i t  sags far below your 
old coat; th a t means you need a new coat, too. The 
flat-heeled shoes we have been wearing are called “ very 
incongruous”  w ith  drooping hemlines; th a t means at least 
a few pairs of new shoes.

And not ju s t dresses, coats and shoes! T h is  tim e1 
they’ve really gone a il the way. The new style is SO 
rad ica lly designed th a t in  order to wear it. one must 
have an iron-clad torso. Thus the corset, is back—to 
“ mould your bosom, be little  your waist, emphasize your 
h ip -line ,”  as one New York fashion center coyly puts It. 
They ’re pu tting  the squeeze on not only th is  way but 
economically as well.

F o r while hemlines go down, prices go up. Even a 
percale house dress th a t sold fo r $1.15 in  1941 costs $3.12 
today.

Protests arc beginning to ro ll in. Seeing the seri­
ous economic result of replacing entire wardrobes, groups 
o f housewives in  Texas, veterans' wives on the West 
Coast and American A irlines stewardesses have sounded 
a call fo r revolt.

B u t New York's Saks F ifth  Avenue is quick to dispel 
fears of “ fashion reg im entation”  w ith  the declaration 
th a t the new trend “ makes i t  possible to achieve pre­
cisely the degree o f fo rm a lity  you want. I t ’s a ll pa rt o f 
a new era in  fashion—an emancipation from  fashion d ic ­
tatorsh ip ." I f  th a t’s emancipation, T aftj and H artley are- 
friends of labor.

When the whole world is ha lf-c lo thed and half-fed'; 
when we are almost a fra id  to go to the grocery, Imbib­
ing our liv ing  standard w ill be w h ittled down another 
notch th is  week; when the m orn ing m ail brings a c ­
quest fo r a 15% ren t increase; when in fla tio n  is cjggjfc« 
ing a bigger and bigger vacuum in the fam ily  a p B a l  
book—how can we go out and buy a new wardroDW ^P

They forget th a t fo r the vast m a jo rity  of peoplfe fdoa 
comes before fashion.

Hold tha t hem line!

War Crime Trial Calls U.S. 
Trusts Innocent Lambs

------------------ B y G eo rg e  L a v a n ------------------
The names of the Duponts and Standard O il wera 

heard in the war crimes courtroom in  Nuremberg, Ger­
many. last week.

Officials of I .  G. Farben, the g ian t cartel th a t dom i­
nated German economy, were on tr ia l fo r having aidèd 
H itle r in  his war plans and fo r extensive use of slaJÈ 
laborers in Farben plants. The corporation’s records 
showed tha t in 1933 and 1934 alone i t  had given $12,- 
000,000 to the Nazis.

The charges involv ing the American monopolies, 
bound to Farben by cartel agreements, pictured themr&s 
innocent corporations th a t d idn ’t  know what they wete 
doing. No m ention was made of the immense profits 
which accrued to these trusts as a result of the cartels 
d iv id ing  the w orld ’s markets and restric ting  production.

The prosecution at Nuremberg fe ll a ll over itself pro­
tecting the “ good names”  of the American monopolies. 
The sharks of Dupont and Standard O il were represented 
as “ duped”  by the w ily  Nazis in to  revealing industria l 
secrets fo r worthless "scraps o f paper.”

Correspondence from  I. G. Farben files was read 
showing tha t a ll benefits of Standard O il of New Jef>- 
sey laboratory research were turned over to the Nazi 
company. Among the data turned over were develop­
ments in  producing high-octane aviation and synthetic 
gasoline, as well as improvements in making synthetic 
rubber. This in fo rm ation  was no doubt of great use 
to the Nazi war machine.

The war crimes prosecution also revealed th a t IVy 
Lee Associates had a contract to improve the repujjà* 
tion  o f the Nazi regime and the I.  G. Farben Company 
in the United States. Ivy  Lee is the lit t le  knoWXvgbtit 
immensely powerful propaganda o u tfit o f AmericaBSKS 
Business. I t  was Ivy  Lee who. as "pub lic  re la tira ilie jK  
pert," fo r John D. Rockefeller, Sr., wooed and 
the American press. So successful were his methods tHas 
in  a decade the popular conception of R o c k e fe lle jJ lij i 
changed from “ The Octopus" to a k ind ly  old 
gave shiny dimes to lit t le  boys.

A study of the cartel agreements reveals th a t Am er­
ican Big Business was hand in  glove w ith  the Nazi in ­
dustria lists. I t .  too. is gu ilty  of bu ild ing the liàzü '-ffii 
gime and deserves to be on tr ia l in  Nuremberg. As ea-fly 
as 1942 it  was offic ia lly announced in  W ashington tra it 
there were 162 known agreements between American 
corporations and I  G. Farben. A il the big corporations 
of th is  country had carte l arrangements w ith  Nazi in ­
dustrialists.

The W ashington stooges of the trusts are now tick­
ing to explain away these cartels w ith  the fable th a t the  
American businessmen were innocent country boys taken 
in by the slick Nazi confidence men. Those w h o 'know 
how the American monopolies operate and how tfipy 
hung on to these cartel agreements to the b itte r end 
w ill not fa ll fo r this fa iry  talc. They know th a t Amer­
ican Business had its  eyes wide open and its  nose on 
the scent of greater profits.

Home-Builders Victims 
Of New Lumber Racket

The veteran tram ping the streets looking for a de­
cent home for his fam ily, or the one who has used Up 
his savings buying o r bu ild ing a home, w ill be in ter­
ested in another racket of tho lumber barons which adds 
hundreds of m illions to the country's annual construc­
tion costs. ' ’ Ve.'

Lumber production is at its  peak. Sawmills in  tjíe 
Northwest are glutted. Some have had to lay o ft VÖufe 
ers and shut down because they lack more storage 
A ll the lumber cannot bo shipped because of the freH Ü  
car shortage. Instead of th is  cu tting  in to  the prdSSs 
o f the lumber corporations, i t  has served to incremef 
them.

This is how i t  works. The company gets f r e ig l i j i^ f e  
assigned to it, then notifies customers i t  can d S np ' 
th e ir back orders i f  they pay not only the lis t^ i'h $ j|r i 
price but a "bonus”  on top of tha t. I f  they don’t'ágHW  
to the bonus price, the ir order is once more burtéíPfij! 
the files. N a tu ra lly  any bonus price is passed on w ith  
something more added to the vet or worker who is buy­
ing or build ing a home.

T h a t is the story behind the latest increase in  lum ­
ber prices. T h a t is why lumber prices now are higher 
than they were in  A pril, the previous post-war high. 
Under capitalism  th is  proves once again, increased pro­
duction does not necessarily mean lower
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Workers’ Forum
The Workers’ Forum  columns are open to the opinions of the readers of “ The M il i tan t . ' '  Letters are 

welcome on any subject of in terest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and address. 
Indicate i f  you want your name printed.

W elcom es P ro p o sa l to  
P r in t  B o o k  S e r ia lly
E dito r:

I  am glad to hear th a t you are 
th in k in g  of runn ing  an interesting 
book as a serial in  The M ilita n t. I 
th in k  i t  is a firs t-ra te  idea, and I  
th in k  the other readers w ill feel the 
same way.

I f  you are considering subjects, 
may I  recommend The Iron  Heel by 
Jack London? T h is  was a novel 
w ritte n  about 40 years ago, giving 
an account o f how B ig Business 
brings fascism to th is country. I f  
I  remember correctly, Leon Trotsky 
once wrote about it, g iving i t  warm 
praise.

Subscriber, 
New York City

W h a t L i fe  is L ik e  
In  a M in in g  C am p

Grays Landing is a lit t le  m in ing 
camp in  the Monongahela Valley. 
M y husband came from  the South 
as he had been promised a lo t of 
money and gentle bosses and the 
r ig h t to social equality. B u t th is is 
w hat we have got fo r these last 
17 years liv ing  handicapped fo r a 
decent home and happiness.

For the last few years we have 
lived in a house which is so broken 
down th a t i t  is necessary th a t I 
have to board i t  up inside w ith  
Cardboard and don’t  have a privy 
to go to bu t have to use my neigh­
bor’s.

Also I ’m  in  poor health as the 
¡ditches need dra in ing and the camp 
needs cleaning and the health o f­
ficers need to investigate bu t never 
do anything. Also water is much 
needed and I  mentioned i t  to my 
land lord and we were refused by 
many harsh words.

The re lie f authorities b u ilt  up a 
w a ll of prejudice against me and 
tried  to overthrow my r ig h t to live 
in  my home as I  told them I  must 
have a  modern house and i t  can 
be done and i t  m ust be done. I  
know i t  can be done.

M y husband has been deprived of 
his money and has been set aside 
whenever the job has started to 
close down. He w ill be the one to 
be fired w ith  the boss te lling  him  
th a t “ I  a in ’t  the cause of your being 
fired ," yet h ir in g  a w hite man in 
li is  stead.

M y husband worked a while labor­
ing on the coke yards when he had 
a statement from  the doctor te lling  
them  i t  was against his health. 
Then the Republic Steel Company 
sent up a w hite man and the boss 
said we don't w an t no colored men. 
So they la id  h im  ofT. I t  was a 
m iracle we lived through tha t.

Then Comrade Morgan came 
along and introduced The M ilita n t 
to me and I  noticed something in 
th is  paper th a t interested me and 
th a t was th a t i f  we would a ll come 
together and f ig h t th a t we could 
break down the wall o f prejudice 
and w in Socialism and social equal­
ity .

Now the happiest tim e of my life  
was on my 51st b irthday, when I  
received my membership card in  the 
Socialist Workers Party and I  am 
proud of it.

I  enjoy working and ta lk ing  so­
c ia lis t to  my neighbors and every­
one I  ta lk  to is beginning to see 
the lig h t and know the only way 
to  peace and plenty and justice 
fo r  all.

D. N.
Grays Landing, Pa.

A  M in e r ’s C h a n ty
By K A R L  M IN E R

On a pay day almost always,
They my hard earned wages 

take;
W ith  the check-off and deduc­

tions,
They jus t always leave a snake.

W ith  the straw  boss I  do argue,
And he often calls me Red;
This is the name applied to any 

one,
Who by the nose cannot be led.

Organizing mines I  am a dandy,
On F rick ’s b lack lis t I ' l l  always 

be;
1 can get a job most any place,
I f  I  change my name, you see.

John L. Lewis our known leader,
Lots of m iners w ant to ta r;
W ith  a m ilita n t union leader
We could have gone twice as far.

C a lls  fo r  A c t io n  N o w  
O n  W ages and  P rices
E dito r:

When are we American working 
people going to wake up and qu it 
tak ing i t  in  the neck?

We have been treated like real 
suckers by the powers tha t be.

Despite Labor’s great strength, 
we are getting less ansi less of the 
wealth we produce and the cap ita l­
ists are getting more and more.

Last year they granted us a wage 
increase a fte r f irs t  raising prices 
more than the amount o f the wage 
increase, and then they raised prices 
again.

T h is  year they did the same. E x­
cept th a t th is  year the prices seem 
to be going up faster than last 
year.

There is something wrong w ith  
our union leaders i f  they can 't even 
help us to protect our h igh ly  boast­
ed American standard of liv ing .

I t ’s tim e fo r more wage raises 
and i f  our union leaders are too 
a fra id  to f ig h t fo r them, le t’s get 
rid  of them and get new ones who 
won’t  be afraid.

I t ’s also tim e to do something 
abcVit prices and profiteering. And 
the place to begin is in  W ashing­
ton.

L. C. McW.
San Francisco, Calif.

“ A n o th e r  R a t Is  D ead 
A n d  P ro b a b ly  F r y in g ”
E dito r:

Your artic le  on B ilbo last week 
was a ll r ig h t, but the headline over 
it ,  “ No Tears fo r B ilbo,”  was a l i t ­
tle conservative in  my opin ion. W hy 
d idn ’t  you say: H urray, Another
R a t Is Dead and Probably F ry ing  
in  Hell.

I  was in  my union ha ll when the 
news came through, and when it  
was announced a big cheer went 
up. I  know, I  know, you don 't have 
to te ll us th a t B ilbo is dead but 
B ilboism is very much alive. S till 
and all, th ings look so gloomy in 
the world today we ought to get 
some satisfaction out o f the few 
good things th a t happen, even if  
they are accidental.

I ’l l  bet a lo t of cheering went on 
down South too.

"Happy fo r a W hile ”  
Newark, N. J.

R ecom m ends 3 B ooks 
O n  S a cco -V a n ze tti

James P. Cannon’s reprinted a r t ­
icle commemorating the deaths of 
Sacco and Vanzetti was refreshing; 
ha t is, IT legal m urder can be 

euphemistically referred to in th a t 
wise. I t  is refreshing in  th a t i t  
jo lts  the serenity and complaisancy 
of today’s generations who, i f  they 
remember the crimes perpetrated 
upon civ iliza tion in general, would 
ra ther th in k  th a t such tilings can­
not or w ill not happen again.

The infamous role played by the 
ru ling  class in  America in aborting 
anyth ing which was progressive and 
humane is chronicled amply in  the 
field o f Am erican letters. I  th in k  
i t  apropos th a t The M ilita n t and 
other papers in  the interests of 
labor should give the workers re f­
erence m ateria l so tha t they m ight 
enrich the ir understanding of the 
system in  which they live; so th a t 
they m igh t have as background the 
horrendous h istory of American 
capita lism  to stand them  in  good 
stead. P articu la rly  when in  th is 
present epoch we find  99% of our 
newspapers the subservient tools 
and accomplices of th a t class.

I t  is in papers like The M ilita n t 
<1 disregard factional or theoretical 
differences as between them and 
The M ilita n t) which are tools in 
the making of an a lert and class 
conscious working class.

In  consonance w ith  this, I  would 
like to take the opportun ity in 
recommending fo r study three books 
which I  found useful and ed ifying 
in  the ir candor in  the lig h t th a t 
they shed upon the Saeco-Vanzetti 
case.

“ Jake Home,”  w ritten  by R uth  
McKenney, quondom Communist, 
whose efforts in  th is  book brought 

i w ra th  upon her head from  the 
cu ltu ra l fro n t in  the Communist 
«Stalin ist) Party fo r not bring ing in 

| E arl Browder and eulogizing him  
out of context w ith  the m ateria l 
in  tiie  story.

“ Boston" by Upton S incla ir. This 
work comprising two volumes also 
depicts the u tte r depravity of the 
courts when they are he ll-ben t upon 
offering up scape goats on the a lta r 
of C hris tian piety.

And also “ Twelve Years A fte r” 
by Henry Musmanno who serve* l 
as counsel for the accused. I t  is 
in th is la tte r work th a t the reader 
gains a more in tim ate  understand­
ing of the deviousness and chican­
ery which passes as justice fo r the 
ru ling  class when i t  suits the ir 
ends. Any o f these books may be 
obtained from  a f irs t class lib ra ry  
and are well worth the tim e spent 
in assim ilating the ir contents.

Norman Johnstone 
VVestville, N. J.

It Was Necessary to Disregard 
The President's Solemn Advice

B y A lb e rt P a rk e r
Everybody said I should not 

do it. The President of the 
U nited States so lem nly urged 
me not to do i t  fo r m y own
«ake. The editors of all the papers 
in my c ity  wrote special editorials 
io prove th a t my fam ily  and the 
country as a whole would be bet­
ter o ff i f  I  did not do it. I  even 
heard tha t one of the local preachers 
prayed fo r divine in tervention to 
keep me from  doing it. A ll th is ad­
vice became as monotonous as the 
rem ark: “ Is i t  hot enough fo r you? ’ 
I  stayed away from  the radio be­
cause I  suspected i t  would sing the 
same refrain.

Generally, when a ll the statesmen 
and the ir propaganda stooges tell 
me not to do something. I  have a 
strong urge to do it, jus t as when 
the screen announces "N o Sm oking" 
I  find  i t  hard to resist ligh tin g  u 
cigarette a t once.

T h is tim e, however, I  would have 
liked to do as they advised. I  am 
sorry, but I  ju s t couldn’t  help m y­
self.

So. on Sept. 2, I  went down to the 
bank along w ith  hundreds of thous­
ands of other veterans and cashed 
m y term inal leave bond.

V, le ho ld-your-bond campaign 
had a special slogan: Save i t  fo r a 
ra iny  day!

Atmospherically, the weather was 
dry on Sept. 2. B ut economically, 
I  was soaking wet and had been for 
a long time. So fa r as finances go, 
I  hope the weather never gets any 
wetter.

A reporter was at the bank where 
I  stood in line. He started to ask 
some of the men why they d idn ’t 
w a it and draw tha t good old 2%% 
interest on the ir bonds.

The th ird  man in line must have 
thought i t  was a stupid question, 
because his answer was: "T he  rea­
son must be tha t I  am stupid and 
don’t  know a good deal when I  see 
i t  ”

The reporter got the po in t and 
went away w ithou t any fu rthe r 
questions, so I  d id n ’t  have the 
chance to te ll my story. B u t here
i t  is:

In  the f irs t place, I  have some

Canadian Stalinists Bow 
To "R ed" Ban on Ships

T O R O N T O , Canada, A ug. 22— The S ta lin is t-dom inated
Canadian Seamen’s U n ion  has become the f irs t  un ion in the
coun try  to bar “ com m unists or com m unist agents”  from  the
r ig h t to represent th e ir  fe llo w  workers. I t  has capitu la ted  to
the Canada Steamship L ines ♦. 7— , ~  :— . _ . ■ _L, has struck a blow against Pat S u lli-
and the Sarnia and C olonia l van Pat Sullivan is the former 
Steamships, the largest Great s ta lin is t leader of the CSU. Last

“ F ree  E n te rp r is e ”  and 
T h e  H o u s in g  C ris is
E dito r:

Unlike some other people, I  am 
fond of my fa the r-in -law  and 
m other-in -law . B u t when they s ta rt 
parro ting  tha t propaganda about 
the wonderful “ free enterprise" 
system, I  find  i t  hard to keep my 
temper. I f  th is system was really 
so wonderful, my w ife and I  would 
be able to find an apartm ent and 
move out of th e ir ’s.

Veteran, 
Chicago, 111.

C om e an d  m eet o th e r  ‘M i l i ta n t ’ R ead ers  a t these L o cal A c tiv itie s  o f

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

Lakes operators, w h o  f o r  three 
months refused to allow CSU dele­
gates aboard, charging them w ith  
“ communism.”

Hereafter, according to the agree­
ment, a ll CSU delegates g o i n g  
aboard on union business must pre­
sent signed statements tha t they 
are not “ communists or communist 
agents," and th a t they w ill not 
carry on any po litica l ac tiv ity  
aboard ship. The companies then 
have a week to study the “ waivers,” 
before issuing ships’ passes to the 
delegates.

F u rthe r provisions are th a t a ll 
shore delegates must be Canadian 
citizens and must have served either 
in  the armed forces or in the m er­
chant m arine during the war. For­
eign-born workers and Canadian 
youth who entered the industry 
a fte r 1945, are thus deprived of 
th e ir democratic rights.
UNION MUST ALSO SIGN

The union must also sign a f f i­
davits th a t “ to the best of its  know l­
edge”  the delegates are not "com ­
munists or com m unist agents.”

For months, the CSU has th rea t­
ened to s trike  ra the r than accept 
the shipowners’ u ltim atum  tha t 
“ com m unist”  delegates be barred. 
Now CSU president H a rry  Davis 
boasts of his “ statesmanship”  in  
heeding ilie  government's appeal to 
“ avoid a sTrike th a t would in te r­
fere w ith  the Canadian economy 
and w ith  the shipment of foodstuffs 
overseas.”

Davis ju b ila n tly  calls the settle­
ment a “ v ic to ry”  fo r the union, 
cla im ing th a t the an ti-red  pledge

M arch he deserted the union in  a 
to rren t o f red-baiting, urged the 
seamen to tear up the ir CSU cards, 
and formed a company o u tfit, the 
Canadian Lake Seamen's Union.

Three m onths ago, the shipping 
companies refused passes to CSU 
delegates in v io la tion  of existing 
contracts, and issued passes instead 
to S u llivan ’s red-ba iting  gang. When 
the CSU threatened to strike, S u lli­
van assembled 150 thugs in  Corn- 
w a ll a t $12 a day wages, ready to 
scab.
STRIKES BLO W  A T  LABOR

S till blustering th a t they would 
fig h t to the fin ish  against the com­
panies’ arrogant actions, the CSU 
leaders ran to O ttawa w ith  pleas 
fo r government enforcement o f then- 
contracts. They got an arb itra to r, 
who sw iftly  brought the cowardly 
S talin ists in to  line. They accepted 
the pledge system proposed by the 
government, a precedent th a t strikes 
a blow a t the righ ts of the entire 
labor movement.

The S ta lin is t class collaboration 
policy, which turned one-tim e m il i­
tan t S ullivan in to  a company rat, 
has spread confusion in  the ranks 
of the seamen a rd  le ft the union 
seriously weakened.

Today the seamen are faced w ith  
the urgent necessity of kicking the 
S talin ists out of control, in  order 
to regain the most elementary union 
r ig h t—the r ig h t to elect the ir own 
representatives, w ithou t d icta tion 
from  tile  company or the govern­
ment. Only in  th is way can they 
clear the decks fo r fu ture  struggles 
against the ship owners.

debts to pay o ff. M orally, I  don’t 
claim to be any better than the 
next man but sometimes i t  seems 
advisable to pay your debts and re­
establish your cred it unless you are 
chinking of leaving town.

I  haven’t had a new su it or coat 
since I  re luctantly  entered the Array 
Prices seemed too high when I  got 
out, I  needed my m ustering out pay 
to tide me over u n til I  got a job, and 
I  decided to wait u n til the depres-, 
sion came and forced prices down 
somewhat. B u t my prediction was 
wrong, and prices went up last year 
instead o f down, and they nave been 
going up ever since. Meanwhile, I 
have worni to a frazzle both my two 
old suits and the one I  got from  
George Clarke last year.

M y land lord did not havi; the 
nerve to come around and ask me to 
vo lun ta rily  sign a lease providing 
lo r a 15% ren t increase. I f  he bad 
come, I  would have stuck a pa in t 
brush in to  his, hand and told h im  to 
get busy covering up five years of 
grime «.md fa llin g  plaster. As i t  is. 
someone in  my fam ily  is going to 
iiave to w ield th a t brush pretty 
soon, and pa in t costs money.

When my wife was a kid . she ate 
too much candy or she d id n 't know 
how to brush her teeth or maybe she 
had the wrong ancestors. B u t any­
how, she has been v is iting the den­
tis t pre tty regularly late ly, and he 
wants some money to replace the 
teeth he took away fro ifi her.

Some people have been spreading 
the word around tha t I  am getting 
too stuck up to say hello to my 
friends. B ut they are wrong. The 
tru th  is th a t my eyes are going 
back on me again and I  need both 
a new eye exam ination and a new 
set of g la s ^ .

W hile I  was in  the Army, some of 
my “ friends" used to v is it the house 
and soft-soap my w ife in to  lending 
them  some of our books which, un­
fortunate ly, they somehow never re­
membered to re turn . Certain of 
these must, be replaced w ithou t too 
much delay, and there are a lo t of 
other books I  need for my work and 
my studies.

F ina lly, there is the M ilita n t Sus­
ta in ing Fund which w ill be launched 
on Sept. 15. Neither mv w ife nor I 
w ill feel r ig h t i f  we don’ t  o ffe r a 
decent-sized sum to make possible 
tg> continued publication o f the 
best labor paper in  the United 
States.

I  hesitate to add together the cost 
of even th is  pa rtia l lis t of "extras" 
or "luxuries ." B ut I  don't need 
e ither an adding machine or a 
crystal ball to get the answer: My 
bond won’t cover ha lf of it.

They urged me to w a it fo r a ra iny 
day. B u t the weather forecast for 
a long tim e to come seems to read 
nc lh ing  but: Stormy Weather. And 
the bond I  ca bed was a  m ighty 
unsubstantial umbrella.

THS M i L i T A N T  AHMY

Warm Response Pleases 
Subgetters in St. Paul

A KRO N—2nd floor, 8 S. Howard 
St. Open Mon. through Friday, 
3 to 5 p.m.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m.

BOSTON—30 S tua rt St. Open Sat­
urdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO  — M il ita n t Forum, 629 
M ain St., 2nd floor. Phone M A d i- 
son 3960. Open every afternoon 
except Sunday.

CHICAG O —777 W. Adams (corner 
Hals ted). Open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily, except Sunday. Phone 
Dearborn 4767. L ibra ry, book­
store.

CLEVELAND — M ilita n t F o r u m  
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. a t Peck’s 
H a ll, 1446 E. 82nd St., (o ff Wade 
Park Ave.).

D E T R O IT  — 6108 Linwood Ave., 
phone T Y . 7-6267. Open Monday 
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m. 
C urrent events forum  and open 
house, Saturday from  8 p.m.

F L IN T —215 E. N in th  St., F lin t  3, 
M ich. Open Monday through 
F riday, 5 to 9 p.m.

LOS ANGELES—M ilita n t publish­
ing Assn., 316% W. Pico Blvd. 
Open daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
Phone Richmond 4644.

SAN PEDRO — M ilita n t publishing 
Assn.,—1008 S. Pacific. Room 214.

LYN N, Mass. — 44 Central Square, 
Room 11. Discussion every Tues­
day 7:30 p.m .; open Saturdays 
1-5 p.m.

M ILW A U K E E —M ilita n t Bookshop. 
608 S. 5 St., open 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

M INNEAPO LIS— 10 South 4th St., 
open 10 a m. to 6 p.m. da ily ex­
cept Sunday, Phone M ain 7781 
L ibra ry , bookstore.

Sunday Forums. 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855 
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open 1st 
and 3rd Monday, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
Sunday forums. 2nd and 4 tli of 
m onth, 8:30 p.m.

NEW ARK — 423 Springfield Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. L ib ra ry  and 
reading room open week nights, 
7-10 p.m.

Friday n igh t forum , 8:30.

NEW Y O R K  C IT Y  HQ., 116 U n i­
versity Place. GR. 5-8149.

H A R LE M : 103 W. 110 St. Room 
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Discus­
sion, 8 p.m.

BR O N X: 1034 Prospect Ave., 1st 
floor, phone T I  2-0101.

BR O O K LY N : 635 Fu lton  St..
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., phone 
CH 2-9434.

O AKLAN D, Cal.—Meetings Wednes­
day, Odd Fellows Temple, 4 1 0 - llt li 
St. For in fo rm ation  w rite  to P.O. 
Box 1351.

P H ILA D E LP H IA  — 1303-05 W. G i­
rard Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily. 
F riday forum , 8 p.m. Phone Stev­
enson 5820.

P ITTSBUR G H— 1418 F if th  Ave., 2nd 
floor.

Open Forum 2nd and 4th M on- 
oays 7:30-9:30 p.m.

M arx is t S tudy Class every 
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 F if th  Ave.

SAN D IE G O —Headquarters 432 F 
St.. R. 213. Open Tuesday, T hurs­
day A  Saturday, 1 to 5 p.m.; 
Monday, Wednesday &  Friday, 7 
to 9 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 F illm ore 
St., 4th floor. San Francisco 15.! 
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except 
Sunday.

SEATTLE—1919 Vi Second Ave. Open 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Mon. 
through F ri., 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 L ibra ry, book­
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic T ra in ­
ing Class.

ST. LO UIS—1023 N. G rand Blvd., 
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30— 
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAU L—540 Cedar St., St. Paul 
2. Phone G arfie ld 1137. Open 
da ily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings every 
Wednesday, 8 p.m., a t Odd Fellows 
H a ll, 6th and Fawcett. Discus­
sions on current topics. For in fo r­
m ation, w rite  P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. C la ir St., 2nd 
floor. Open daily.

YOUNGSTOW N — 35% South Ave.. 
Youngstown 3, O. Open 12-5 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday. Phone 
3-1355.

Ship Workers Strike 
Enters Eleventh Week

N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 3— Bethlehem  Steel Company, largest 
sh ipbu ild ing  and repair company in  the nation, was s t i l l  the 
m ain ta rg e t o f the union as the s trike  of the C IO  In d u s tr ia l 
U n ion  o f M arine  and S h ipbu ild ing  W orke rs  of Am erica  against 

the m a jo r sh ip bu ild ing  com-*' 
panies entered the eleventh
week.

Round-the-clock p icket lines were 
m aintained a t Bethlehem ’s four re­
pa ir yards in  the Port of New York, 
at U. S. Steel’s Federal yard at 
Kearny, N. J. and the New York 
Shipbuild ing Company’s ways in 
Camden, N. J. Pickets were also 
m arching at other yards stre tch­
ing down the A tlan tic  Coast from  
Boston to F lorida and out. to the 
west coast and Bethlehem ’s San 
Pedro, C a lif, yard.

W ith  the cap itu la tion of many of 
the smaller repair and construction 
concerns, i t  became clearer as the 
strike progressed th a t the large 
steel companies are the leaders of 
the fight, to break the union. N o t­
w ithstand ing the ir alibis, the many 
negotiation meetings held thus fa r 
have failed to wrest any m ajor con­
cessions from  these companies and 
i t  is obvious th a t in  holding to 
the ir orig inal counter - proposals, 
they are doing so to prolong the 
strike and smash the union.

TEST OF STRENGTH

The present strike is the f irs t 
test of strength between the union 
and the industry since 1937 when 
the union was defeated in  a series 
of struggles along the A tlan tic  Sea­
board. The union in  th is period 
is much better prepared fo r a f ig h t 
of th is  sort and the organization 
seems prepared to stick i t  out u n til 
the strike is won.

The morale of the men Is also 
good and a fte r th is  week they w ill

be receiving unemployment insu r­
ance . The most im portan t single 
item  in favor of the union w inn ing 
th is f ig h t is the absence of a large 
unemployed group th a t the com­
panies could call upon to strike- 
break. Realizing this, the com­
panies have made only tim id  ges­
tures in  th is direction, such as ca ll­
ing in  foreman and supervisory 
help.

A move to recall the supervisory 
help to the Bethlehem yards in 
Brooklyn last week was met w ith  
mass picket lines and tire foremen 
and other salaried employes who 
responded were forced to call upon 
strengthened police squads to force 
them through the lines. Fearing 
in junc tion  proceedings under the 
T a ft  - H artley Act, the National 
Union instructed the various locals 
to allow the supervisors to pass 
the lines.
W HAT BOSSES W ANT

The strike was called June 25 
when the companies answered the 
union demands fo r renewal of con­
tracts by proposing to revise senior­
ity  and job classifications; i t  was 
im m ediately apparent f r o m  th is  
they had no in ten tion  of settling 
peacefully.

The union demand fo r th irteen 
cents an hour and the counter offer 
o f some o f the companies of twelve 
cents has a relatively m inor im ­
portance in  th is  f ig h t and the com­
panies would probably pay th is 
amount gladly i f  the union would 
agree to the weakening of the con­
trac t clauses on vacations, seniority 
and job classification.

Dunne Appraises 

Role of Trotsky 

In Milwaukee
M IL W A U K E E , Aug. 30 — 

“ Leon T ro ts k y  was no t on ly 
a Russian w orkers ’ leader. In  
the m idst of a ll o f h is labors 
in  the new-born Soviet State he 
took the tim e to study the develop­
ment of economy and class re la­
tions in  England and America. He 
foresaw the bankruptcy o f England 
as we find  i t  today and the emerg­
ence of the United States as the 
most powerful im peria lism ,”  de­
clared V. R. Dunne, National Labor 
Secretary of the Socialist Workers 
Party, before an audience of M il­
waukee workers a t the T rotsky M e­
m oria l Meeting here last Wednes­
day.

"T rotsky early recognized the im ­
po rta n t role o f the American w ork­
ers in  the world struggle and was 
concerned to prepare the revolu­
tionary workers fo r the ir tasks in 
America. T he  blind alley which the 
American ru ling  class has led itself 
in to  — w ith  only world-w ide chaos, 
depression and the atomic t h i r d  
world war befole i t  — hastens the 
powerfu lly organized American pro­
le ta ria t on the road to its  historic 
po litica l role," Dunne said.

The workers assembled respond­
ed w ith  a fine collection and stayed 
on to continue the discussion u n til 
the late hours. More than a h a lf- 
dozen indicated the ir readiness to 
jo in  the Socialist Workers Party. 
Followers of other workers' parties 
were pa rticu la rly  impressed by the 
T ro tsky is t role in  bu ild ing inde­
pendent working class po litica l ac­
tion in  America.

Dunne was interviewed by both 
cap ita lis t da ily papers and his views 
were given press notice.

The 21 M ilita n t subscriptions ob­
tained by five St. Paul comrades 
are certa in ly  reason enough fo r an 
enthusiastic report. "These subs," 
says W in ifred  Nelson, M ilita n t 
Agent, "were secured by live  com­
rades who went out for subs Sun­
day m orning. These represent about 
two hours’ work on the p a rt of each 
comrade—w ith  a fin a l average of 
four apiece.

"We are a ll very pleased,”  con­
tinues Comrade Nelson, “ about th is 
experience Sunday. T h is  is the 
f irs t tim e in quite a while th a t we 
have gone out fo r new subs, and 
we were a ll feeling a litt le  uncer­
ta in  about it. B u t a ll of us who 
went out feel tremendously encour­
aged by our experiences.

"We feel th a t th is  m arks a new 
stage in  sub-getting, or a t least, 
we hope i t  does. Th is score for 
Sunday shows, according to the 
am ount of te rr ito ry  we covered, th a t 
we averaged about 1% subs per 
single block — which is no t a t all 
a bad score.”

The Milwaukee Branch of the So­
c ia lis t Workers Party w ill begin its 
sub-getting m obilizations w ith  a 
Sunday breakfast. Carol Andrews 
M ilita n t Manager, reports: “ A once- 
m onth ly Sunday m orning m obiliza­
tion is planned now fo r the work 
in  the future. Each one of the 
active M ilita n t solicitors is respon­
sible fo r getting a t least two subs 
per m onth, e ither new or renewed 
We started off the work last Sun­
day, Aug. 17, w ith  a w affle  break­
fast planned a t my home a t 8:3t 
A.M. We had a good tu rn -ou t. We 
obtained 10 subs. S. T., the M il i­
ta n t whiz from  Madison, w ith  a 
friend, aided us in  the work. We 
plan these breakfasts fo r the fu ­
ture. D uring the breakfast we cai 
discuss technique and approach; 
also we can discuss the M ilita n t 
articles.”

*  *  *

Ed Sm ith tells us how the M il i­
tan t boosters in  U n it A, Southside 
Branch, Los Angeles Local are do­
ing. “ Eugene P. is the high scorer 
in the branch w ith  a to ta l of 37 
subscriptions; the branch to ta l is 
781. U n it A is bu ild ing a branch in 
the Negro section of Watts, and it 
is largely due to Comrade Eugene’s 
persistence and ardor th a t th is  en­
deavor is proving successful.

“ The rest o f the comrades who 
consistently go out to get subs are 
Babe, mentioned in the August 4 
M ilita n t Army, Judy M iller, also a 
rubber worker and myself, an a ir-

c ra ft worker, ex-combat service­
man and ex-college student.”

*  *  *

The fo llow ing over-all report cov­
ering the Los Angeles Local cam-» 
paign fo r subscriptions was sub­
m itted  by A1 Lynn:

"M ilita n t subscription work p ick ­
ed up sharply th is  week w ith  some 
in teresting experiences liven ing up 
the activ ity . In  the Southside, 
H arry  (a steel worker) set a record, 
selling 10 subs in  40 minutes, or 
ofie every fou r minutes. H is sell­
ing po in t was, ‘Read the worker’s 
po in t of view in a worker’s paper.’ 
Hollywood Branch sold 28 'F ig h t 
the Slave Lavor Law' pamphlets in  
the ir Monday evening sub m obiliza­
tion. East Side went over an area 
covered twice w ith  M ilita n t d is tr i­
butions and got two subs, both 
very good ones. One subscriber 
started out w ith  a de fin ite  J im  
Crow a ttitude  which our comrade 
successfully broke down.”

Comrade Lynn gives us the branch 
scores:

Southside ................ 78
San Pedro ...............  57
Hollywood ...............  40
East Side .................. 38
West Side ...............  34
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Comrade Eugene o f Southside 
leads ind iv idua l scores in  .the. local 
w ith  37 subs.

The Boston comrades mailed in  
three renewals w ith  a promise th a t 
hey “ have more renewals fo r next 

week."

E l Snyder of F lin t explains t i ia t  
the three subs mailed in  "were ob­
tained a t the shops and one a t 
the forum .”

J. W. C., M ilita n t booster in  Ke- 
wanee, III., sent in another sub-i 
scription. Th is makes a to ta l of 
12 new readers to whom J.W.C. has 
introduced The M ilita n t.

L ite ra ture  Agents shculd make 
sure th a t a ll subscriptions sent in  
show Ihe postal zone number. The 
post office has advised us th a t an 
address is no t complete w tihou t the 
zone number and tha t delivery may 
be delayed.

NEW YORK
ACEWR Housewarming

At New Headquarters of

American Committee for 
European Workers Relief
Drinks Entertainment

Dancing Food
T h e re 's  a Cool T e rra ce , too

Saturday, Sept. 13, 9 p. m. 
130 W . 23rd St.

Buy ‘The M ilitan t* Here:
A K R O N

N ew s E xch ange . 51 S. M a in .
S W P , 8 So. H o w a rd  St.
L a  S a lle  C o n fe c tio n e ry , 020 S. M a in . 
K a lla s  C ig a r S to re , M a in  &  H o w ­
a rd , N .W . co rn e r.

B O S TO N

S um 's C o rn e r, C e n tra l A ve ., L y n n . 
U p to w n  N e w s Co., 284 H u n tin g to n  
A ve ., Boston .

B U F F A L O

N . W . co rn e r, M a in  &  C h ippe w a . 
D e la w a re  A ve . &  C h ip p e w a  S.E. C or. 

C A M P B E L L , O.
E  ¡del m a n 's  N e w sstand , W ilso n  A ve . 
ne a r Sheet and T ub e  E m p lo ym e n t 
O ffice.

C H IC A G O

C e sh in sky ’s Book S tore .
2750 W . D iv is io n
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  Bookshop,
777 W . A dam s

C L E V E L A N D

G & M . Newsstancr, 9 th  and Su­
p e r io r
“ M i l i t a n t ”  Bookshop 

D E T R O IT

" M i l i t a n t ”  Bookshop 
G108 L in w o o d  A ve .

LO S  A N G E I.E S

316%  W e st P ico  B lv d ., Room  1, 
n e a r O liv e  St.
D o w n to w n  : N E  co rn e r 5 th  and
M a in  ; 326 W . 5 th  St.
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  316%  
P ico  B lv d ., ne a r O liv e  St.
T ess le rs ’ N e w ss tand , 335%  South  
H i l l  S tree t.
T e d *  S ta n d , P .E . S ta t io n , 103rd 
and G raham .
W y c li f f ’s R ecord  Shop, 97th  nea r 
G raham .
2210%  B ro o k ly n  Ave.
H o lly w o o d : S tands a t  H o llyw o o d
and C ahuenga , H o lly w o o d  and  Los 
Pa lrnos.

M IN N E A P O L IS

L a b o r  Book S to re , 10 S. 4 St. 
S h in d c r ’s N e w s A gency 
H e n n e p in  A ve . and 6 th  St. 

N E W A R K

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  423 S p r in -  
fie ld  Ave.
S. W . C o rn e r, B road  & M a rk e t.  
B road  & B ra n fo rd  PI.
B ro a d  &  A cadem y S t.

N E W  B R IT A IN ,  C O N N .

Idea l C u t-R a te , 432 M a in  S t.
R o ss i’s S to re , S ta n le y  &  C h u rch  St. 

N E W  H A V E N  

106 C h u rch  St.
N E W  Y O R K

M a n h a tta n , n e a r 14th S t . :
101 U n iv e rs ity  P I.
116 U n iv e rs ity  P I.
42 E . 14th St.
52 E . 14th St.
S E  4 th  A ve . and 14th St.
S W  4th A ve . &  14th St.
N E  4 th  Ave. &  11th S t.
S W  3rd  Ave . &  14th St.
94 E. 14 th  St.
S W  3rd  Ave. and 14th S t.
N E  6 th  A ve . and 14th St.

N e a r A s to r  P lace

N E  B ro a d w a y  and  8t.h St.
B ro a d w a y  and  A s to r  
B ro a d w a y  and W a v e r ly  
SW  C ooper Sq. and  W a v e r ly  
N E  T h ird  Ave. and  9 th  S t.
U p to w n  Side A s to r  and  8 th  St. 

L o w e r East Side 
N E  cor. D e lancey and Essex 
N W  cor. D e lancey and  S u ffo lk  
N W  co r. D e lancey and  C lin to n  

M a n h a tta n ,-n e a r  42nd S t . :
S W  5th A v e . &  42nd S t.
S B e t. 5 th  &  6 th  Ave. &  42nd S t. 
SE 6 th  Ave . & 42nd St.
S W  6th  A ve nue  &  42nd S t.
SW  7th  A ve . & 42nd S t.
S W  8 th  A ve . &  42nd St.

M a n h a tta n , a t 125th St.
Len ox  S .W . C o rn e r 
7 th  A ve . N .W . C o rn e r
8 th  A ve . S .W . C o rn e r 
8 th  A ve . N .W . C o rn e r
S t. N ic h o la s  A ve . N .W . C o rn e r
S t. N ic h o la s  A ve . S .W . C o rn e r 

B ro n x  :
S.E. co r. A  H o rton  Ave. and  W h ite
P I. Road.
N .W . co r. F reem an  S t. and W ilk in s  
A ve .

P H IL A D E L P H IA

N .W . c o rn e r 13th St. & M a rk e t  
L a b o r F o ru m ,1303 W est G ira rd . 
B road  and  A rc h .
P enn S ta t io n . 15th and M a rk e t  
N .E . C o rn e r. B road and Race.
1313 G ira rd  Ave.
S.E. C o rn e r, 13th &  F ilb e r t ,  
l l t .h  and M a rk e t Sts.
11th and  W a ln u t  Sts.

P IT T S B U R G H

P. &  A . N e w ss tand . 220 F ed era l S t. 
M . Rose, 1332 F i f t h  Ave.
Good L u c k  Shoe R e p a ir , 1922 Cen­
tre  Ave.

P O R T L A N D , O R E .
R ic h ’s S tand , co r. S .W . W a s h in g tn  
and S .W . 6 th  Ave.

S A N  D IE G O . C A L .

G roce ry  a t 2896 C lay  S t 
S A N  F R A N C IS C O

M a cD o n a ld ’s Book S to re , 867 
M iss ion  S t. : G olden G ate  N ew s
A g e n cy , HI - 3 rd  S t., San F r a n ­
cisco School o f  S ocia l Science, 305 
G ra n t.

S A N  P E D R O

M il i t a n t  P uh . Assn..
1008 S. P a c if ic , Room  214.

S E A T T L E

E c k e r t ’s, c o rn e r  W a s h in g to n  S t. 
and  1st A ve . ; B ish o p ’s D ru g  S to re , 
507 Jackson  S t. : R a y m e r’s B ook
S to re . 905-3rd A ve .

ST . P A U L  

510 C e lla r St.
T A C O M A , W A S H .

A m usem en t C e n te r, Be tw een  11 a ftd  
12 S ts., on P a c ific .

T O L E D O

Do L u x e  l i n t  Shop, 403 In d ia n a  A ve . 
B & G Shoe R e p a ir, 456 In d ia n a
Ave.
H e rbe tee n 's  B e a u ty  Shop, 2026 C an­
ton .
H irs c h  N e w ss tand , 319 S t. C la ir .  

Y O U N G S T O W N

T e rra c e  Con fe c tio n e ry ,
1947 Jacobs' Hoad.



Diary oí a ¿»ice! Worker

The Long Hot Spell
B y T h e o d o re  K o v a le s k y -

Day a fte r clay, week a fte r week i t ’s been the 
-tame. The newspapers said "M uggy weather,”  they 
said "S u ltry  w ith  possible thundershowers,”  but i t  

was ju s t su ltry, and the thunder­
showers d idn ’t  come. When there 
were a few scattered raindrops, 
they pattered in to  the red-brown 
dust of tire steel town and were 
smothered in it, and they le ft i t  
dusty and dry as a desert. And 
every m orning as we started work 
we saw the sun ris ing like a hot 
copper ball in  a haze of heat.

W hen i t  started, the gang made jokes about it. 
S lim  said, "W hen H arry  went out there to f ix  the 
no rth  monkey, th a t monkey was ju s t dancing there. 
I  told h im  he better throw  his lunch in  the iron 
runner, and then maybe the furnace'd le t h im  live 
t i l l  i t  gets cool again.”

“ When you get in th a t trough a fte r cast,”  H arry 
reta lia ted, “ you gonna stay r ig h t there t i l l  some­
body gets the crane and hauls you out.”

We knew summers on the blast furnace line. We 
.knew the sharp scorching rays th a t leaped out a t 
us from  the molten iron and cinder in  the trough 
anc. the runners. And we knew the te rrib le  du ll 
heaviness o f the dead heat th a t hung about the 
furnace floor during the cleanup. We knew w hat 
i t  was to stagger from  our work to the d rink in g  
foun ta in  or to a seat, in  the shanty or on the stairs, 
to fin ish  work a t the end of the s h ift wondering 
how we’d ever f ind  the strength to go home. B u t 
how could we have known how long i t  would last 
th is  year?

As the days piled in to  weeks, and the weeks began 
to add up, we stopped jok ing  about the heat. Men 
became angry a t lit t le  things, raged exhaustingly a 
m oment or two and grew sluggish and sullen again. 
I t  was too much, it  was stretching a th ing  too fa r. 
How could a heat spell last so long?

*  *  *

And a fte r work i t  was lit t le  better. How can a 
man eat when he’s sweating his life  out in  a steel

p lant? And how can he work in  the ".heat i f  he 
hasn’t  eaten? How can a man sleep when the sun 
eats through the walls and ceilings o f 'h is  old f la t 
or tenement, f ills  his chairs and even creeps in to  
his bed reeking w ith  the du ll, dead heat”  th a t is 
le ft over from  the day and doesn’t  leave'' u n til the 
copper sun is s tarting  up fo r the next' day?'

Oh, we know the steel workers aren’t  the only 
ones who feel the heat. Not on ly the steel workers 
live in crowded dusty neighborhoods, in  fire trap  shacks 
and lieatbound tenement buildings.

A ll over the la rd  from  coast to coast workers 
have been sweltering in  n ine ty degree temperatures 
th is  summer. Across the continent the aged poor 
have been dying in s tu ffy  rooins behind yellow-glowing 
window shades. W ho ever heard of a m illiona ire  
dying from  heat prostra tion in  these days of a ir- 
conditioned mansions?

♦ * *
Perhaps the day w ill come when man w ill be 

able to contro l the weather. Under Socialism science 
w ill be unfettered to give the people th ings th a t we 
li t t le  dream o f today.

B u t whether or not th a t w ill ever happen, we 
can be sure th a t the people of th a t not-so-very- 
d is tan t tomorrow, our own children and many of us 
as well, w ill certa in ly  be able to live decently in  a ll 
the seasons.

The secrets of a ir conditioning have been dis­
covered, its  mechanisms invented. Good: i t  w ill be 
used in the workers’ homes and in  the factories. 
The na tiona l economy w ill be planned, and there w ill 
be- more vacations and more places the workers w ill 
be able to spend them. The Maine woods, the lakes 
o f northern  Canada. Rocky M ounta in  streams filled  
w ith  fish, Am erica’s thousands o f miles of sea and 
lake coast, its hundreds of parks, a ll these w ill be 
opened to the workers and th e ir fam ilies under So­
cialism.

No, we don’t  say Socialism is one great picnic. 
Men w ill s till work in  the summer time. B u t then 
they’l l  work like MEN . . .  no longer like ants scurry­
ing through the sun-baked dust.

T h e  N e g ro  S tru g g le -

A Visit W ith Sister Jones
■By A lb e r t  P a rk e r -

The n igh t before Labor Day I  fin a lly  found my 
way to the home of Sister Jones, one of the old 
m ilita n t members of the unemployed movement whom 

I  had not seen since my re turn  
from  the Arm y. She is over GO 
years old now, but she retains the 
same figh ting  spirit, tha t endeared 
her to us when we f irs t met her 
over ten years ago. Her children 
were no t a t home, and she was 

taking cars of her two grandchildren. Despite her 
advanced age, she s till works out every day, cleaning 
and keeping house fo r various middle class white 
women who are fa r younger than she is and have 
fa r more tim e on the ir hands.

F irs t she forced me to d rink  some coffee and 
then we chatted about the old days and exchanged 
the latest news about m utual friends. Mast in te r­
esting of all, however, was her reply to my ques­
tion : “ W hat is the mcod of the Negro people w ith  
whom you are in touch?”  I  place a lo t of stock 
in  her opinion on th is m atter, because she is shrewd, 
wide awake and very observant. I  don’t  have the 
room here fo r her fu ll answer, nor w ill I  try  to 
repeat her exact, words, but th is is (he gist of it :  

“ Today the people are m ighty dissatisfied w ith  
the ir lo t. The harder they work, the harder i t  seems 
i t  is to make a liv ing . Some people thought things 
would be better a fte r the war. b u t,th e  colored per­
son is ju s t as badly o ff as ever. M y son-in -law  was 
la id  off when his p lan t shu t down. He’s been going 
around three weeks now and no luck. Next th ing  
we'll have to go back on relief.

“ I  hear a lot of people ta lk ing  about the kind

of life  they make us live, and i t  is a ll serious talk. 
Some say i t  is no use, they got us hem n^d in  and 
trapped, we m igh t as well make the best of i t  and 
get as much pleasure as we can. There’s no hope 
or fa ith  in them. B u t others, especially the young 
ones, they say before they get done, there w ill be 
no second-class citizens around. They say they are 
w a iting  fo r the chance and then they w ill grab hold 
of i t  and tu rn  th ings around.

“ You can push a body ju s t so fa r. T h a t’s where 
they’ve pushed us now. We w ant things quiet and 
peaceable, bu t they won’t  le t us alone. People are 
saying th ings can’t  go on th is  way, and they’re 
rignt.

"You know I  used to vote Republican a ll the time, 
except when I  voted for your party. And my son- 
in -law  used to vote Democrat. W ell, last year we 
ju s t d idn ’t  vote a t all, e ither of us. Seemed like a 
waste of time.

"People are com plaining about our leaders. They 
say some are a pack of rascals, looking to feather 
th r ir  own nest, and the others don’t  have any more 
spunk than a rabbit. M y son-in -law  says we’ll  have 
to pu t the fear of God in them or get some other 
leaders who know how to lead. And th a t’s the 
tru th .

" I ’m an old woman now, about twice your age, 
and too worn out to wa lk on the picket line any 
more. B u t I ’ve got great hopes in  the young folks. My 
fa the r was born a slave, but I  expect before I  die to 
see these grandchildren o f mine standing up s tra igh t 
and free and recognized to be a man like the next 
man. We’re a ll through w ith  being pushed around.”

Tomatoes at 2c a Pound
B y Joseph H an sen -

D uring the war people were told to sacrifice fo r 
the sake of the A tlan tic  Charter and “ Four Free­
doms.” T igh ten ing our belts, the propagandists de­

clared, would w in us a post-war 
world free from  w ant — stream ­
lined refrigerators packed w ith  
good th ings to eat in  the homes- 
o f-the -fu tu re .

Today staples a r e  somewhat 
easier to find  than the promised 
homes. B u t the prices! Are they 
moving food out of the working 
class bracket in to  the luxury level?

Take fresh tomatpes, fo r instance. Last spring 
they soared to 29c in  New York. T ha t was fo r the 
m idget size picked green in C a lifo rn ia  or F lorida 
and ripened in  a carton, best-side-up under the cello­
phane. Now they’ve dropped tem porarily  to 17c 
lo r  two pounds since the local crop fille d  the pipe­
lines to the sidewalk stands.

W ith  prices like th a t the c ity  worker wonders i f  
there isn ’t  something to the  propaganda about how 
well o ff the farm ers are. He th inks maybe he should 
take up a piece of land — u n til he hears about be­
dev iled  farm ers plowing under crops because they 
can 't make cost of production.

W hy are food prices so high then i f  the d ir t  
farm ers aren’t  m aking anything?

The Greater Newark CIO Council in  cooperation 
w ith  the South Jersey Local of the Farmers Union 
indicated the answer to th a t in  a practical way the 
other day. The Farmers Union loaded a truck  w ith  
400 packages o f fresh vegetables and sold them  on 
the sidewalk in  fro n t of the Westinghouse Meter

Co., ju s t as the members of Local 426, United Elec­
trica l, Radio and Machine workers came off work.

Here were the prices: Tomatoes a t 2c a pound; 
peppers at 3 l/'10c a pound; peaches at 4V»c a pound; 
cr.ri eggplants 4 Vic apiece. These prices gave the 
farmers a good p ro fit, being above w hat they get 
from  commission merchants o f the food trust.

Th is was only one truckload. Y et i t  illustrates 
very well how socialism would work. In  a socialist 
society the farm ers would be well paid fo r the raw 
m aterials and food supplies they produce, but the 
e lim ination o f the p ro fit-h u n g ry  cap ita lis t in  the 
m iddle would make i t  possible to deliver these prod­
ucts at low prices in  the cities.

The workers in tu rn  would then be able to pro­
duce the manufactured products needed by the fa rm ­
ers and deliver them a t prices well w ith in  reach. Co­
operation in  producing goeds would pay o ff in  u n ­
lim ited  p len ty fo r the great mass of people.

This ra tiona lly  organized k ind  o f society, un fo r­
tunately cannot be achieved under a cap ita lis t gov­
ernment, because such a government is contro lled by 
the profiteers; and they see to i t  tha t the men they 
put in office fig h t tooth and n a il against any pro­
posal or development th a t cuts in to  the ir p ro fits  or 
system of running things.

Consequently the workers and the farmers must 
un ite against the capitalists who stand in  the middle. 
They must un ite to pu t the ir own government in  
power: a W orkers’ and Farmers’ Government.

When th a t is accomplished then a ll of us can 
be assured th a t not only w ill the price of tomatoes 
be brought down to reason but likewise the prices 
o f a ll the basic necessities of life  — and the prices 
of a good many items th a t today are classified as 
luxuries.

Notes from the News
C IV IL  LIB E R TIE S  DECLINE—The American C iv il 

L iberties Union finds tha t during the last year there 
.was a "sharp ly  unfavorable change”  in  the state of 

c iv il liberties, producing "a n  a t­
mosphere increasingly hostile to 
the liberties o f organized labor, 
the po litica l’ le ft and many m i- ' 
r.orities.”

* * *
ONLY TWO IN D IC T E D —Six of

the seven members of the mob 
y h o  tried  to lynch Godwin Bush in North Carolina 
dast May were again le t loose by a judge last week. 
The seventh and the ja ile r who took them to Bush’s 
cell were held fo r tr ia l. A grand ju ry  had previously 
le t them a ll go.

*  *  *

JUST A L IT T L E  LATE—Two years a fte r V -J Day, 
Herbert Hoover fin a lly  concedes th a t the war w ith  
Japan resulted from  U B . “ provocation.”

LEG IO N STAND H I T — The American Veterans 
Committee through its  national chairman, Chat P at­
erson, sharply opposes the Legion’s attack on the B ill 
of R ights as a slash at the heart of American c iv il 
liberties.

*  *  *

RAILR O A D PROFITS ZOOM UP — During the 
f irs t ha lf of 1947. Class I  railroads had an “ estimated 
net income, a fte r interest and rentals, of $204,000,000 
compared w ith  a defic it of $20.000,000 in  the corre­
sponding period oi 1946,”  according to the Association 
of Am ericar Ita ilroads

*  •> *

COVENANTS1 TO COURT—Two cases involv ing 
restrictive housing iovenants—one from  D etro it, an­
other from  St. Louis—are already on the docket of 
the US. Supreme Court, and two more—from  Colum­
bus and W ashington, D.C.—are headed there although 
they have not yet been accepted fo r review. In  the 
past, the Supreme Court has always dodged a clear- 
cut stand on restrictive covenants.
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Cops Assault and Jail Pickets for 
Protesting Against Jim Crow
N. Y. Test Case 
Scores V ictory 
Over Jim Crow

After Brutal Assault

Result of Picket Lines 
At Park Inn Bathhouse

N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 1 —  A 
test case made last week at 
C urley ’s Bathhouse, Rockaway 
boardw alk and 116t'h Street, 
extended the decisive v ic to ry  
won against J im  C row  d isc rim ­
ina tion  at the Park In n  B a th ­
house on Aug. 9 a fte r tw o  
weeks of in tensive mass p icke t­
ing. The test case was organ- 
zed by the C oord ina ting  Com ­
m ittee fo r Social A c tio n , w hich 
is supported by the N. Y. State Con­
ference of the National Association 
for the Advancement o f Colored 
People.

On August 18 two white girls and 
one Negro g ir l applied fo r tickets to 
Curley's Bathhouse. The two white 
g irls received th e ir tickets, but the 
Negro g ir l was refused on the pretext 
tha t she was not a “ guest”  or a 
"member.”

When the two white g irls pro­
tested th is action, the manager 
grabbed the ir wrists and tore the ir 
tickets out of the ir hands. The 
girls went to a> policeman and de­
manded tha t an arrest be made on 
the ground o f, v io lation o f Section 
14 Of the N. Y. State Statute B il l of 
Rights against d iscrim ination. The 
policeman refused.

URGED SAME A C T IN '
T h e  Coordinating Committee, ; 

after hearing the story, sent a le t- | 
ter to Benjam in Fielding, Commis- : 
,ioner of Licenses, in fo rm ing him  of ! 
the events and urging him  to take 
,he same action th a t he had taken 
against the Park In n  Bathhouse | 
which was ordered to cease d is - ! 
crim inatory practices or lose its l i -  j 
cense.

A hearing was held on August 28 i 
in  F ielding's office w ith  the mana- ! 
ger of Curley’s Bathhouse. C arry- j 
ing out his promise to the Coordin­
ating Committee, F ie ld ing ordered 
the manager to adm it to the bath­
house a ll persons regardless of color 
and warned th a t fa ilure to do so 
would result in  revocation of his l i ­
cense.

The follow ing day a test was made 
to see whether Curley’s Bathhouse 
was complying w ith  the order. Two 
white and two Negro girls, applying 
for tickets, were adm itted w ithout 
question. Since then, the Com m it­
tee has received reports th a t other 
members of the Negro com m unity 
have also been admitted.

Detroit police crashed a picketline outside the Huek Co. where 
the CIO  United Auto Workers were on a strike and arrested six pick­
ets. There are only five in this picture taken immediately after the 
arrest because one man was brutal’y beaten and had to go to a hos­
pital. Left to right: Rusi Baril, Frank V im , George Schuster. UAW  
Regional Director Emil Mazey and his brother Ernest, chairman of 
the strike committee. Sec story below.

Federated Picture

Police A ttack Strikers 
A t Detroit UAW Plant

D E T R O IT , Sept. 1— The e igh t week o ld  s tr ike  o f the 60 
w orkers o f the H u ck  M anu fac tu ring  Company, members of 
U A W -C IO  Loca l 212, took on new life  th is  past week w ith  
the b ru ta l assault of the D e tro it police against the p icke t line
of some 60 w orkers  las t M o n - * ~   ̂ TT ~ .

followed Peter Upper. Vice-Presi-

nine pickets were arrested by the 
New York Police Departm ent on the 
same charges of "d isorderly con­
duct." T he ir bail was set at $500 
each. A t the n igh t hearing, they 
were released and the ir hearing set 
tor Sept. 25.

N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 1— New Y o rk  police yesterday jo ined 
w ith  the race-hating cops o f C liffs ide  Park, N. J., in  v icious a t­
tacks upon peaceful p ickets p ro testing  the J im  C row  po licy  of 
Palisades Am usem ent Park, w h ich  bars Negroes from  its  
sw im m ing  pool.

D eterm ined at a ll costs to 
smash the fig h t against these 
discrim inatory practices, which is 
now in  its  fou rth  week, the police 
are using bloody violence as well 
as mass arrests against the pickets.

Yesterday m orning the Committee 
for Racial Equality organized two 
picket lines, one a t the gates of the 
Park in New Jersey and the other 
on the New York side of 125th Street 
Ferry, which is used by New Yorkers 
v is iting the Park. The f irs t  35 
pickets on the New Y ork side vol­
unteered to proceed across the river.

CRASHED THE LIN E
No sooner had these pickets es­

tablished the ir picket line than po­
licemen from  C liffs ide Borough, to ­
gether w ith  goons paid by the Park 
owners, crashed in to  the line, tear­
ing down the banners and driv ing 
the pickets in to  buses bound for the 
Ferry.

Undaunted, the pickets telephoned 
New York fo r new placards, stating 
th a t they were determined to con­
tinue the ir protest picketing. When 
the new placards arrived, the pickets 
took the ir line to a d iffe ren t en­
trance to the park.

As the pickets stepped o ff  the bus, 
a w a iting policeman turned in  a 
phone call fo r reinforcements, while 
the Park’s gorillas followed the p ick­
ets walking to the ir destination.

The picket line was re-form ed, 
but before one turn-a round had 
been completed, the C liffs ide police 
and strong-arm  men jumped the 
line, smashing and clubbing wom­
en and men alike, in an orgy of Jim  
Crown terror.

SADISTIC  BRUTES
The w h i t e  g irls pa rticu la rly  

seemed to be the target of these 
sadistic brutes. Or.e male picket 
was beaten in to  unconsciousness but 
the police continued to k ick h im  as 
he lay there, blood stream ing from  
his face. Even afte r the defenseless 
pickets were lined up against the 
walls, the strong-arm  men kept 
beating them.

When the police cars arrived, 19 
pickets were taken to C liffs ide police 
station where they were booked on 
charges of “ disorderly conduct.”  and 
held on $10 bail each. Despite the 
objections of the police chief, a doc­
tor was fin a lly  brought to assist the 
unconscious man. T he ir case is to 
be heard on Oct. 15.

Meanwhile, on the New Y ork side.

day.
The picket line o f the Huck w ork­

ers had been augmented by a num ­
ber o f Briggs workers, members of 
the same local union, to p u t pres­
sure on a number of sales and 
clerical workers who had begun to 
scab on the Huck strikers. When 
Ernie Mazey, chairm an of the Huck 
S trike Committee, and several other 
strikers approached one of the 
salesmen who had been observed 
wrorking on the assembly bench, in 
an e ffo rt to persuade h im  to dis­
continue his scabbing activities, the 
scab struck one of the pickets in 
an apparent attem pt to invite  police 
in tervention.

OPEN IN V IT A T IO N
The presence of more than 25 

policemen was in itse lf an open in ­
v ita tion  fo r th is  k ind  o f conduct 
and the events o f the next few 
moments gave evidence th a t the ir 
presence was more than ju s t a co­
incidence.

D uring  the b rie f skirm ish tha t

dent of Local 212, was struck on 
the head w ith  a blackjack by one 
cop while two others pinned his 
arms to his side. When the skirm ish 
ended, the police had arrested six 
union men Including Peter Upper 
who had been in jured. Ernie Mazey 
and Em il Mazey, Regional D irector 
of the UAW.

The charges placed against the 
arrested union men varied from 
‘ disorderly conduct” and “simple 
assault” to “interference with an 
officer in the performance of fiis 
duty.” The latter charge was placed 
against the two Mazey brothers. 
Upper and Frank Virzi. This charge 
is ranked as a high misdemeanor 
and carries a maximum penalty of 
two years’ imprisonment.

The police assault served to focus 
the a tten tion of the entire Detroit 
labor movement on t h i s  m inoi 
struggle. The strike had been called 
last Ju ly 3 a fte r months of un ­
successful negotiations on wages, 
and a fte r several attem pts by the 
company to force an incentive pay 
scheme down the workers’ throats. 
When the Huck workers rejected 
the proposed "bonus p lan ”  by a two 
to one m argin, negotiations be­
came stalemated, 
cm HiiTircfiiU'Vn

Detroit SWP Backs 
Negro to City Council

D E T R O IT , Sept. 3— H ow ard  Lerner, m ayo ra lty  candi­
date o f the Socia list W orke rs  P arty , today announced fu l l  sup­
po rt fo r Rev. Charles A . H i ll ,  as the o n ly  Negro councilm an ic 
candidate in  the fie ld  to  date, and urged the o ffic ia l labor 
m ovement to  w o rk  fo r H i l l ’s ♦  
election.

A combined banquet and election 
ra lly  w ill be held Sunday, Sept. 7, 
3 p.m., a t the Socialist Workers 
Party headquarters, 6108 Linwood 
Avenue (corner M arquette). This 
a ffa ir w ill be the opening gun in 
an a ll-o u t drive to bring the T ro t­
skyist candidate and program be­
fore the workers of Detro it.

M anuel Terbovich, form er d is tric t 
director o f the United M ine W ork­
ers, form er regional director of the 
Steel Workers Organizing Com m it­
tee, and a t present organizer for 
the SWP in  the Chicago area, w ill 
be the guest speaker.

SWP PLATFO RM
The SWP has issued a prin ted 

p la tfo rm  fo r the coming elections. 
On the housing fron t, 500 m illion  
dollars is demanded fo r permanent 
!ow ren t homes. "O nly  by freezing 
rents, ha lting  evictions, organizing 
tenant groups, opening the books 
of the banks and real estate in ­
terests, ai d investigating the hous­
ing lobby, can the people of Detro it 
effectively combat the present hous­
ing crisis,”  said Howard Lerner.

The SWP program calls fo r 30 
m illions fo r medical care, w ith  4,000 
more beds in  the hospitals of the 
city. Lerner stated, “ Medical in ­
surance fo r a ll the D e tro it workers 
financed by the corporations should 
oe put in to  effect im m ediate ly."

F u rthe r the program demands the 
repeal of taxation th a t bores a hole 
into the workers’ pocketbook: the 
cigarette tax, sales tax, and payroll 
tax.

Howard Lerner has openly de­
nounced a ll the devious methods 
utilized in  th is  c ity  to promote Jim  
Crow. His program denounces racial 
restrictive covenants and the re ­
cent wave of police b ru ta lity  tha t 
has swept, the Negro sections.

The SWP proposes the form ation 
of a veterans organization sponsored 
by the trade unions. Lerner, a vet­
eran of five years' service, asks fo r 
veterans’ compensation, subsistence 
pay equal to trade union wages, and 
complete hospital and medical care 
fo r a ll veterans ar.d the ir families.

To safeguard the workers stand­
ard of liv ing  and po litica l rights, 
the T ro tsky is t program calls lo r  a 
s lid ing 'scale of wages and the im ­
mediate form ation  of an independ­
ent Labor Party.

CIO BATTLEGROUND
Since the police in tervention, the 

picket lines have seen many new 
faces present from  tire various local 
unions. The continued presence of 
unusually large numbers of police, 
reaching a high po in t of more than 
100 on Thursday afternoon, has 
made th is  strike a battleground fo r 
the whole D e tro it CIO.

Demands are being raised by the 
D etro it labor movement fo r an in ­
vestigation in to  the b ru ta lity  of the 
police on the picket line as well as 
to t h e  relationship between the 
Huck M anufacturing Company and 
the C ity  A dm in is tra tion which has 
made possible such exceptional po­
lice aid.

Thc arrested workers w ill go in to  
court th is  coming week. The eyes 
o f a il the D e tro it labor movement 
w ill be focused on th is  a ttem pt by 
the police departm ent to frame 
these m ilita n t workers and to place 
the blame on them fo r the bru ta l 
conduct of thc D e tro it police s trike­
breakers.

Carlson Scores Realty 
Interests on Shortage
M INNEAPO LIS, Sept. 2 — More 

than 700 men and women wlic 
jammed the C ity Council chambei 
at a hearing on eviction and rent 
controls last Wednesday n igh t 
heard M inneapolis SWP organizei 
Grace Carlson charge the M innea­
polis Property Owners Association 
w ith  “ blocking the path to a rca 
solution of the c ity ’s housing prob­
lems."

A lthough m ain ta in ing  th a t or.l\ 
“ a huge low -ren t government hous­
ing p ro ject”  could solve M innea­
polis’ acute housing shortage. Grace 
Carlson supported the proposed o r­
dinance to contro l hotel rents anc 
to lengthen the eviction period 
from  30 to 90 days.

Robert W ishart, president of the 
Hennepin County CIO  Council, Roy 
Wier, Central Labor Un ion O rgani­
zer, George M urk, president o f the 
Musicians Union, and Hubert 
Sclioen, state president of the 
American Veterans Committee, also 
supported the proposed ordinance.

Chief opponents of the measure 
were landlords from  the Properly 
Owners Association. Landlord a r­
guments centered around the theme 
th a t ren t controls took away the ir 
"freedom ” and th a t po litic ians 
should not be perm itted to tell 
them  how to run  th e ir business.

Jno landlady became so agitatedj 
ha t she charged th a t the proposed 
ordinance is “ class d iscrim ination 
ind borders on Communism.”

Action on the proposal was post- 
)oned u n til Sept. 12, on the excuse 
ha t thc C ity  Council “ needs more 

tipie in  order to study the o rd i- 
tance.”  However, a tem porary 
toppage of evictions was pu t 
hrough (he Council by unanimous 

vote.

C a n a d ia n  P icke ts  
A id  In d o n e s ia n  F ig h t

Canadian seamen and shipyard 
workers in Vancouver halted work 
on a Dutch fre igh ter the week 
of Aug. 22 in  support o f the In ­
donesian struggle fo r independ­
ence, according to the Sept, 
labo r C lu llengc. Members of the 
AFL Seafarers’ In te rna tiona l 
Union threw a picket line around 
the B urra rd  Drydock. where the 
Dutch ship Madoera was under­
going repairs. T he ir action won 
prompt sympathy from  members 
of the M arina  Workers and B o il­
ermakers Ind us tria l Union (CCL) 
who refused to cross the line.

Labor Day Speeches Stress Political Action
P o lit ica l action to repeal the 

T a ft-H a rt le y  Slave Labor L aw  
rnd combat the m onopoly 
price-gougers was the main 
theme of un ion Labor D ay ra l­
lies th roughou t the country.

Both AFL President W illiam  
3reen and C IO  President P h ilip  
M urray stressed the necessity fo r a 
politica l struggle to oust a ll federal 
and state legislators who have voted 
or anti-labor laws.

VGAIN D ISAPPOINTED
B ut the m illions of workers eager 

to hear a positive program of inde­

pendent labor po litica l action from  
the two top American union o f f i­
cials were again disappointed.

Green and M urray were exp lic it 
about the politic ians whom labor 
must oppose. They said nothing 
about the specific candidates labor 
must support. It. is no secret, how­
ever. tha t they intend to pursue the 
po litica l policies of the past, to sup­
port Democrats or Republicans 
whom they can palm o ff as "friends 
of labor."

Green made so bold as to state 
"we w ill seek to establish a holiday 
oip election day" to pe rm it a ll un-

; ion workers to vote. He didn't- say 
just whom they would vote for.

M urray stated th a t labor could 
solve its problems only by “ organ­
izing po litica lly  as we’ve never o r­
ganized before." He d id n ’t  state 
jus t what the positive objectives of 
such organization would be. other 
than to get a ll qualified voters to 
register.

HOW  TH E Y  W IN D  UP 
I t  lakes no ."peciaLforesight to see 

th a t Green and M urray arc going 
to w ind up next November by en­
dorsing a bunch of cap ita lis t m a­
chine-politicians, Democratic or Ke-

publican. wearing thc usual mislead­
ing label, ‘‘friend o f labor.”

Most of such "friends of labor”  
elected in  previous elections have 
been disqualified fo r labor's sup­
port by w inding up openly on the 
side of an ti-labor reaction. I t ’s 
ge tting harder for the Greens and 
M urrays to line up some new ones. 
I t 's  a messy job try ing  to f ind  a few 
good apples in a barrel of rotten 
ones.

Once again the top union leaders 
reveal th e ir po litica l lu nk ru p lcy . 
And once again they show th a t la ­
bor has on’ v one progressive course 
open—to build its  own party.

Labor Party Need 
Stressed in 
Labor Party Rally

B y O. G eo rg e
ST. P A U L , Sept. 2— Unions 

o f the local N o rth e rn  P acific  
ra ilroad  shops celebrated L a ­
bor D ay yesterday w ith  the 
B ra inerd  Loca l Shop Federa­
tion , A F L , as hosts at a L abo r 
D ay parade and p icn ic in  th a t 
c ity .

A real dem onstration fo r a Labor 
Party was made by St. Paul Local: 
209 and B ra inerd Local G2 of the 
Sheet M etal Workers, who carried 
banners in  t h e  parade reading: 
"B u ild  a Labor P arty  to F igh t fo r 
Your R ights in  Congress;”  “ Don’t! 
Be Slaves—Smash the T a r t-H a rt­
ley B il l ; "  "Tax the Rich, N o t the 
Poor—No Taxes under $5000 In ­
come;’’ and “ A S lid ing Scale of 
Wages W ill Meet the R ising Cost 
of L iv ing ."

D uring  tlie  parade a leafle t was 
passed out by the Sheet M etal 
Woikers, s ta ting : " I f  we are going 
to have any th ing  to say, we must 
organize an independent po litica l 
party  of labor based on the trade 
union movement. ’B U ILD  A LABOR 
PARTY N O W !’ must be the cry of 
a ll the unions in  the U.S.A. O ther­
wise we are licked fo r a long time 
to come.”

Comments from  union men in 
B n . in t ld  expressed approval of the 
Labor Party slogans. Typ ica l re­
marks were: “ Labor Party — th a t’s 
w hat we need" and "Yes, we must 
smash the T a ft-H a r t le y 'b ill— th a t’s 
the way to do It."

Twenty thousand working men 
I and women of St. Paul, B rainerd 
and surrounding communities took 
p a rt in  the Labor Day festivities.


