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CE INCREASES WIPE OUT

Wall Street

Musclesmto
Indonesia

UN “Intervenes" After
Dutch Seize Objectives

By John G. Wright

After 15 days of savage warfare during which the Dutch coloni-
al despots. using the blitzkrieg technique of the Nazis, achieved vir-
tually all of their military objectives, the Indonesian conflict was
finally permitted to come up hefore the Security Council, the body

ostensibly charged with
vote of 8 1o 0O
France and Belgium abstaining—
a resolution was solemnly passed
requesting both sides to “ccase hos-
tilities forthwith."

The Netherlands government,
whose Ambassador Kleffens had ar-
gued vociferously that the Security
Council had no jurisdiction what-
ever in this issue, “complied” by
issuing a ‘“cease fire" order. The
Indonesian government followed
suit, after a few feeble protests that
the Dutch troops should at least
have been ordered to withdraw from
the territories they had so cruelly
seized. All this has been hailed as
a great contribution to the cause
of peace and a notable victory for
the United Nations.

“ In reality, only another sordid
chapter has been added to the all-
too-sordid record of this organiza-
tion which serves as a facade for
imperialist power politics.

The initiative for invoking the
Charter was assumed by Australia.
But this step was not taken from
any altruistic motives. Australia’s
self-interests were involved. The
waterfront unions of Australia had
tied up all Dulch ships, in protest
against their war of Dutch imperial-
ism.

The Laborite government found
itself compelled to submit to Lhis
mass pressure, and the Stevedor-
ing Commission, which is a federal

with

body, had announced that no fur-,

ther permits to service Dulch ships
would be issved, thus bringing to a
standstill a irade that is very im-
portant to Australian economy.
Seeking for a way out of this
impasse. the authorities apparently
decided that invoking the UN Char-
ter offered the ecasiest snlulmn if

“maintenance of international peace.
Britain. ®

" Bya

not for the Indonesian people then
at least for the resumption of trade
by Australia.

This happened to suit the aims
of American diplomacy, without
whose direct intervention the Se-
curity Council decision could never
have been adopted. And the U, S.
imperialists moved so vigorously
last week nol in order to aid the
cause of Indonesian independence
but solely in order to seize a golden
opportunity for assuring themselves
maximum acdvantages from tha war
of conquest waged by the Dutch

(Continued on Page 3) .

Strike Against Firing

Pro-Indonesia Worker
AMSTERDAM, Holland, Juiy 30—
The militant strike of almost 1,000
dock workers of the Eenheid Vak
Centrala is in its third day. The

joined by the crane operators, are
bravely standing up against com-
panry threats and feel certain of an
early victory.

On July 28 one of the dock work-
ers said that he felt Princess Juli-
anna should be hung because she
was largely responsible for the war
in Indonesia. He was immediately
fired.
dock workers of the EVC in the
rort of Amsterdam had stopped
work to protest the company's
brazen persecution of one of their
union brothers who was merely
voicing the popular sentiment.

The next day, in reply to the
company's “back to work" order, the
workers demanded the reinstate-
ment of their union brother with
pay for the time lost for all strik-
ing workers.

Within & Iew. hours:ail "he‘lpeutions for Robert Williams, So-

Philadelphia SWP

Files Petitions
For Its Candidate

PHILADELPHIA. Aug 4--
Nomination papers for Irene Le-
Compte, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for Councilman for the
7th District, were officially [iled
today. Close to 2.100 signatures,
more than double the
legally required, were obtained to
place the party candidale on the
ballot in‘the fall municipal elec-

number

tions.

The signature campaign was com-
pleted after an intensive two-weeck
drive. Members and friends of the
SWP who participated in the peti-
tion campaign were greatly heart-
ened by the warm response of
Philadelphia workers to the idea
of an independent workers' candi-
date, Worker after worker ex-
pressed himself as favoring crea-
tion of a labor party and cleaning
out the swamp of corruption in
City Hall, “ominated for years by
the Republican machine,

The signatures for the greater
part were obtained in the working
class sections of the -district. This
is the same district in which John
K. Rice ran as an independent Ne-
gro candidate for Congress last
year. Many who signed remembered
the SWP's support of Rice.

Since Councilmanic District 7 is
predominantly a working class dis-
trict, a good response Is expected
in the elections for the SWP candi-
date.

Plans for the fall campaign are
proceeding. Workers interested in
securing campaign Iiterature and

sy | iInformation about the candidate
striking workers. who may soon be '

and the SWP program, can obtain

| it at the headquarters of the Phila-

delphia Branch of the SWP, 1303
W. Girard Avenue.

State Senate Petitions
Submitted in New York

NEW YORK Aug. 7—Nominating

cialist Workers Party candidate for
State Senator from the 23rd Sena-
torial District, will be submitted to
the New York Board of Elections
tomorrow. Over 4.600 signhatures
were secured for the Williams' peti-
tions, or 1,600 more than required
by the election law.

Final plans for the campaign,
which will extend from Sept. to

\Nov., are being worked out now,

Attlee Tries to Unload
Crisis Burden on Masses

Last week Prime Minisier Al
lee demanded of the English peo-
ple still another installment on
the fearful price they have al-
ready paid to keep England going as
a capitalist concern. Two vears of
unremitting privations and toil by
the masses have raised English pro-
duction and exports sharply above
1938 levels. But insolvent capital-
ism had in the meantime brought
the country to the brink of a na-
tinoal disaster.

The weakest segmeni of English
capitalist cconomy today is its fis-
cal system. The four billion dol-
lar American loan was supposed to
have kept it stabilized at least until
1949-50, but already it is almost
gone. Once the remaining billion
is exhausted, it will be necessary to
dip into the cavefully accumulated
gold reserve of some two hillion,
which would unavoidably entail an
open declaration of bankruptey.

STARVATION RATIONS

In the name of propping up this
hopelessly insolvent fiscal system,
Attlee now demands that for an in-
definite period the English masses
subsist on starvation rations. The
projected slash of foodstuff imports

—almost  $50.000,000 a month or
more than half-a-billion a year—
will depress living standards to

depths unknown in England either
in peace or war,

Attlee does not even promise sta-
ble rations, all ha offers is the omi-
nous prospect that "if rations have
to be recduced,"” as they must!—

ATTLEE

at a slower rate than others, and
that is all!

Meanwhile, the workers must
work longer hours and harder than
ever—to railse production and ex-
ports still higher. Even the five-
day weeck established in the “na-
tionalized” coal industry will be
scrapped. The workers must ‘‘not
press at this time for increases in
wages or changes of conditions,"
Attlee warned.

To crown it all, this creature, who
was placed in power by the workers
to defend their interests, goes on to
tell them that they will hence for-
ward be frozen to their jobs and
shifted like cattle, as they were in
wartime. For whom? For what?

Attlee in his speech omitted all

“then the Government will intro-|reference to any “socialist’” meas-

duce a differential rationing scheme | ures.

This was not his only omis-

designed to give preference to heavy | sion.

manual workers."'

Some will starve Slurred over deliberately was the

greatest single Immediate drain on
England’s fiscal system—the mon-
strous burden of the imperialist mil-
{tary machine. More than 4 billion
dollars annually are being spent to
maintain the largest peacetime
army, air force and navy in Eng-
land’s history,

Yet the cuts envisaged herc are
less than modest. From an army
of almost 1,500,000, all that Attlee
Is willlng to withdraw are ‘‘some
133,000 by the end of this year and
not more than '200,000 by the end
of next March." And this, in the
face of an acute labor shortage!

The biggest drain of all on Eng-
lish economic life are the private
owners of industry, who have not
only kept the industrial equipment
antiquated but who yearly drain off
the llon's share of the national in-
come, Bigger and better dividends
have kept the London stock-market
booming for seven years since 1940.
a record to be envied even by Wall
Street. When should these leeches
be told to sacrifice if not in a case
of a “national emergency”?

Why shouldn't theyv and their cap-
ital likewise be drafted just as labor
has been? Or at least, why shouldn't
a capital tax be imposed on them?
Attlee did not even propose to keep
down their profits. All he pleaded
for was that “industry and com-
merce refrain from declaring high
dividends.”! In plain words, don't
display your huge profits too pub-
licly!

Taking their cue from Churchill,
the English capitalist press pretends
to be critical of Attlee. The truth
is: Attlee's policy was dictated by
the capitalists, a policy no Tories

would have even dared to propose.

They’re Both Right!

Strike Threat Forces Ford to Sign
Temporary “No Penalty”” Agreement

AUG. 6—Just nine hours hefore
the strike deadline of 108,000 CIO
auto workers, billionaire Henry
Ford II today was forced to re-
verse his arrogant stand against
“no damage suits” agreement

with the union,

The Ford Motor Company signed
an interim agremeent, which will
extend from six up to 12 months,
waiving all rights under the Taft-
Hartley Slave Labor Law to sue
the CIO United Automobile Work-
ers or its officers and members for
any alleged damages due to strikes.

POLICY REVERSED

While Ford did not agree to make
this a permanent feature of the
contragt it was a clecar-cut re-
versal of his previous refusal to
yield in any way on the issue. This
reversal was obviously dictated by
the union's determination to go
through with the strike voted by
the UAW Natlonal Ford Council
and approved by the international
executive board.

Consideration of the union's de-
mand for a permanent “no liabil-
ity” clause will continue through a
special four-man committee, with
two members choséen by the union
and two by the company. If the
committee is unable to reach an
agreement in three months, it will
choose a fifth member and nego-
tiate, iIf necessary, another three
months. Then the question may be
reopened for direct negotiation for
another six months, provided both
sides are agrecable.

any

However, in return for this tem-
porary protection from damdze
suits, the UAW negotiators, headed
by UAW Vice President Richard T,
Leonard, are reporied to have
agreed to continuation of the no-
torious *“company security” claus:.
This permits the company to ‘“‘dis-
cipline” by lay-offs and firing any
local leader or member who engages
in a so-called “wild-cat" or *‘un-
authorized” strike,

STRIKE STILL POSSIBLE

Although the immediate strike
deadline was lifted by the union,
Leonard staled that a strike is still
possible because of the company's
attempt to change the previously
agreed-on pension plan program.
Ford, without knowledge or con-
sent of the union, sent individual
letters to all employes detailing the
features of a pension plan with
funds and benefits far bclow what
the union plan called for.

The same day Lhe Ford workers
were forcing a breach in the Taft-
Hartley Act, they and all American
labor were being knifed in the back
by David Dubinsky, president of
the AFL Intcrnational Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union.

In violation of AFL policy, Du-
binsky sent a memorandum to 450
locals and joint boards of the
ILGWU, advising them to continue
signing *“no-strike” contracts. Only
a few weelzs before, Dubinsky him-
self had been a member of the spe-
cial AFL national committee on

BLF&E PROGRESSIVES FIGHT
ROBERTSON'S MACHINE-RULE

A sharp struggle is in procress at the crucial 35th Convention

of the Brotherhood of Locomotive

Firemen & Enginemen, in session

at San Francisco since July 11, between progressive forces of the

(Consolidation caucus and the ma-#+

chine of Dictator-President David |
Rohertson. according to the report
in the current Consolidator, organ
of the Consolidation Committee of

Enginemen.
Robertson has been 'using foul
play, bribery, terror and coercion

unprecedented in the history of the
American rail labor movement” to
keep his machine in power, says the
Consolidator,

The Consolidation Committee is a
caucus fighting for democratic prac-
tices in the BLF&E and to achieve
the merger of the dual BLF&E and
the Brotherhood of Locomotive En-
gineers (BLE),

So far the Robertson machine has
been able to dominate the conven-
tion "by denying convention seats
as well as the most elementary
rights of Brotherhood membership
to many leading rank and file Dcle-
gates,” the Consolidator says.

The progressives, early in the con-
vention, were able to put through a
resolution, against Robertson’'s op-
rosition, to hear the cases of un-
seated delegates immediately instead
of waiting to the end of the long

convention. The vote was 757 to
169.

Unscated dclegates include CCE
caucus members removed as Lodge
officers "on mere accusation and
without trial” by Robertson. Rob-
ertson spoke for am hour and a half
without mentioning the cases of the
unseated delcgates, and then ram-
med through a vote against geating
these delegates. No one else was
permitted to speak.

VOTE AGAINST

A blow to Robertson, however, was
the defeat of his Constitution Com-
mittee's reccommendation to elimin-
ate the T0-vear age lmit for offi-
cers. He is 71. The convention de-
feated this recommendation and
then later voted 490 to 393 against
reconsideration. Robertson threat-~
ens lo push the issue again.

One of the early convention ac-
tions was to vote a bhig salarv in-
crease to the international officers,
boosting the President from $15,000
annually to $25,000. The Consolida-
tor points out that ‘“no wage move-
ment for the membership has even
been inaugurated by these same offi-
cers."”

| 40%

fighting the Taft-Hartley Act which
advised all AFL unions “that no-
strike provisions be omitted from
all future agreements, written or
oral.”

SHARPENS WEAPON

The ILGWU head at the same
time instructed the union's affili-
ates to be prepared to file certifica-
tions with the NLRB, under the
provisions of the Taft-Hartley Law,
that none of their officers are
“communists.” This is likewise
compliance with one of the most
odious and dangerous features of
the Slave Labor Act. Dubinsky
proposed this action in spite of
general agreement among all
unions, AFL and CIO, to have no
dealings with the NLRB and to
refuse to subject their officers to
“loyalty oaths” or recognize the
right of the government to dictate
the conditions for holding office in
unions.

Dubinsky explained his instruc-
tion on the “loyalty oath” by boast-
ing he has "cleaned out the Com-
munists” from his union. He has
also helped sharpen a legal weapon
of the employers to be used against
all labor.

WAGE GAINS

'Inflation Slices
Real Incomes to

Levels of 1939

Price rises since March and especially in recent

weeks have wiped out

most wage gains and

slashed purchasing power of the majority of wage
earners below the reduced post-war levels of

1946.
In terms of what work-
ers can buy, average

incomes today are no|

better than those of the
pre-war depression year of
1939, according to the latest
conservative findings of the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics.

While money wages averaged
348.46 weekly for all factory work-
ars in May, 1947, after tax deduc-
ions and allowances for higher liv-
ng costs, weckly wages of the aver-
ige  worker with no dependents
rqualled only $2649 in 1939 pur-
‘hasing power. The average work-
er with wife and two children got
an equivalent of $29.99,

This miserable wage level has
been still further reduced by a new
spurt in prices since May. And the
upward acceleration of prices now
under way will cul real wages down
to bhare subsistence levels, and even
below.

Wholesale prices two weeks ago,
according to Labor Department
figures, stood 21% above the same
week a yecar ago. And the week
ending Aug. 2 registered a spurt of
3.1 points on the index in seven
days, following six successive wecks
of rises.

The basic commodity prices index
on July 25, before the new infla-
tionary impetus of the steel price
rises, stood at the all-time peak of |

306.3—206.3% higher than the Aug.j

1939 index of 100. The Bureau of

+

‘Whopping’ 849% Rise
In Profits Reported

Profits of U.S. industrial cor-
porations in the three months
ending with Junc “showed a
whopping 847% increase over the
vear ago level,'' gloats the Aug. 2
Wiall Street Journal. “PFirst half-
vear profits were the highost
ever."”

This is based on the reports of
| 131 leading comgpanies in 15
l major industries whose overall

“earnings’’ were $427.697,150 for
three months. This does not in-
clude the usual hidden profits in
fake depreciation f[unds, ete.

These gains ran from a “‘mod-
est'' 7% for food corporations to
4497 for the auto corporations.

steadily worsening conditions.

Twice within two years the work-
ers have pressed wide-spread wage
drives, whose gains,were promptly
wiped out by price rises. Today,
living standards are worse than a
year ago and rapidly falling.

Why have the workers lost so
much ground despite their great
struggles and wage increases?

Because (1) on the economic
plane, the big monopolists have bgen
able to slice real wages hy forcing
up prices. The union leaders have
nevertheless opposed a fight for the
incorporation in all union coniractg
of an escalator clause. Today the
{ workers must conduct a determined
struggle for a sliding scale of wages,
with an irreducible basic minimum,

Labor Statistics had admitted that|that would raise wages automatically

rctail food prices on June 15 were
96.1% over 1939; clothing, 101.6%;
and house furnishings, 787%

Scandalous food price rlses of the|
past three months, headed by meat,
cannot be attributed to the farm-
ers. Their share of the consumers’
food dollar has fallen from 56c in
March, to 54e¢ in April and 52¢ in
May. Food processors, packngers and
distributors are cleaning up at the
expense of both the workers and
small farmers.

After the slim wage gains of the
spring, which ranged from 5c¢ to 15¢
an hour and did not compensate for
previous price rises, the American
workers are again squarely confront-
ed with an outright cut in living
standards and Lhe prospect of

Iwith every rise in living costs.
, Because (2) by their opposition to

|2 labor party movement, the union
! leaders have upheld Wall Street's
| political monopoly. This has allowed
the capitalist government in Wash-
ington to introduce measures to in-

,lensify the inflationary trend and

{expand corporation profits whlle
keeping labor shackled.

The workers can destroy Wall
Street's political monopoly by their
struggle for labor political power In
Washington. They can achieve this
power only through their own party
and the advancement of a labor po-
litical program to wipe out exist~
ing inflationary and anti-union
legislation, >

U. S. Steel
$18-a-Ton

Big Steel — sometimes called
“Big Steal”— last weck added jet
propulsion to the zooming price
spiral.  Immediately following
L. S. Steel’s announcement of an-
other price hoost of $5 a ton.
hiked
prices another two to six per cent.

This is only the beginning, admits
the Aug. 3 N. Y. Times, “Prospects
are for simiiar upward pressure on
prices in a wide range of industry,
of which uses steel as an es-
sential raw material.”

Irving S, Olds, Y. S. Steel's top
executive, claimed his corporation
was forced ‘reluctantly” to lift
prices becausec of "added costs,”
specifying primarily the meager
steel wage increase of last spring.

BARE-FACED LIE

This claim of “added costs” is
a bare-faced lie made in the face
of contrary evidence of U. S. Steel's
own official semi-annual report.
This report is subjected to a search-
ing and revealing scrutiny by I. F.
Stone, in the New York daily PM,
July 31.

Instead of U, 8. Stecl production
costs going up, Stone discloses, “the
cost of producing a ton of steel
this year was almost $18 a ton LESS
than last year.”

Even according to U. S, Steel's
own figures on costs and produc-
tion, the total cost, including taxes,
to produce 10,000,000 tons of steel
in the first six months of this year
was $940 million as compared with

General Motors its auto

| absolute rednction

Hikes Prices Despite
Less Production Cost

$§585 million to produce 5,000,000
tons last year. These figures alone
show that the cost per ton was
$99.36 last year as against $82.79
this year — or $6.55 a ton less.

FIGURES RIGGED

But these “cost" figures were
rigged to close the spread between
last year’s anrd this year's costs.
U, S. Steel reduced last year's fig-
ures on cests by deducting a gov-
ernment gift of $31,500,000 in tax
credits. This year it added to its
cost figure with hidden profits of
$12,500,0000 put into a phony de-
preciation fund above normal de-
preciation allowances,

With these factors taken info 4c-
count, Stone points out, making a
comparison in terms of all Iabor
and material costs, it cost U. S.
Steel $£8.27 to make a fon of sieel
last year, and only $80.61 a ton this
year. “The difference is $17.66, al-
most §18 a ton.”

Since the steel industry is geared |
to “break cven" at 75% of produc-
tion capacity — that is, to meet all
its large fixed costs without any
loss — every increase of produc-
tion over that point represents an
in unit costs,
U. S. Stecl has bcen operating at
98% capacity this yvear, which would
enable it to pay much higher wagés

and still operate at a far lower
unit cost with no 1reduction in
profits.

MADE MUCH MORE

U. S. Steel made not $68,500,000
profits in the first half of this
year, as its publicized figures show,
but at lJeast $81,000,000 when its

hidden profits in the phony depre-
ciation fund are added. Compara
this with its annual profits figures
during the war, which ranged from
$71 million in 1942 to $58 million
in 1945, Or its 12-month profits
report for 1946 of $60,700,000.

Think what the profits will bs
with the latest steel price hike.

No wonder the Aug. 3 N. Y, Times,
after felling how “displeased” the
steel trust was with "earnings” this
last quarter, can report that “the
Iflndl half of 1947 looms as a most
productive and profitable one for
| the industry."

Lynch Mob Set Free
In North Carolina

Scven while men who tried to
Ivnch a Negro prisoner last May
'u, Jackson, N. C., were set free by
'a Grand Jur v on Aug, 5, despite the
| fact that one of the hnch mob had
| confessed to the crime. )
Godwin Bush, the intended vic-
tim who made a daring escape from
«the mob after they had taken him
from prison, had been arrested on a
phony ‘‘rape" charge. The case
against him was so fraudulent thai
the Grand Jury which freed the
would-be lynchers had to drop the
charges against him. .

North Carolina Governor Cherrv
issued a demogogic statement that
he did not consider the lynch case
closed, but no one expects anything
to come of this, Even known

Iynchers can still get away with
murder in the South, .



To Sociali

The Elemental Urge

S

Scientific socialism is the con-
scious expression of the us
historienl process; namely, the in-
stinctive and elemental drive of the
proletarint to reconstruct society on
communist beginnings. These or-

ganic tendencies in the psychology
of workers spring to life with ut-
most rapidity today in the epoch
of crises and wars.

—Leon Trotsky, 1940

By J. R. Johnson

During the war a Negro com-
pany. on reaching a base in Texas,
wis addressed by the Colonel on
democracy, This war.” said he.
“is a war for democracy. In Texas
the: white people believe in segre-
So we must respect their
the

|

gation.

laws and customs.  And on

hase Negroes must not go to the
Post Exchange.”

The Negroes came from all over |
the United States, New York, Missis-
sippi, California, Florida. But one
thing they had in common, They
detested segregation.

“Colonel,”” said one of them. "“This
military basc is not part of the state
of Texas. It is under the jurisdic-
tion of Lhe federal government.”

“We must respect the views of the
Texas people,”” mid the Colonel.
“aAnd boys, you know me. I like
the Negroes. Let's have no trouble.”

UNCLE TOM SPEAKS

The men called a meeting. The
first speaker was an Uncle Tom, a
non-commissioned officer, stooge of
the Colonel, a man in his forties.

“Boys,” said he. “Let us leave the
white people alone and they will
leave us alonc. We can get on if
we go our own way. I managed (o
get on. What we have to do is toI
avoid trouble.”

There was a murmur of approba-
tion and some applause. Then arose
a young Negro from Mississippi, a
firm believer in Christianity, by the
way. His speech was taken down by
a stenographer in Lhe group, as was
the speech of another young Negro
who followed him. I have heard
them in full, They will be printed
zome day and they will live, both
for their social significance and their
oratorical splendor. The reader
must have patience therefore and
satisfy himself with this second
hand account:

If they allowed segregation in the
United States Army, then for them
the war was lost. Then close down
the churches and the schools in the
South for they would have no mean-
ing. The United States Army was
taching them to be brave on the
battlefield. They could not be brave |
on the battleficld and cowards here.
If they had to die for democracy,
then this was the best place to be-
gin.

WENT FOR THEIR RIFLES

By the time the speakers were
finished, the men were ready. They
went for their rifles and they
marched on the Post Exchange.
This, mind vou, in a camp in Texas
with thousands upon thousands of
white soldiers.

The leaders who had started this
agitation had not anticipated any
such prompt and violent action. But
they had the sense and the revolu-
tionary responsibility to realize that
inasmuch as thev could not stop the
mens-they had to go with the men.
The~Colonel heard and came rush-
ing _fo .the Post Exchange to stop
them: - He ‘was told to get out of
the _Way—or else. The Colonel got
out of-the way.

THe men went into the Exchange
and-began to break it up. The few
Military- Police sent for rcinforce-
menfs and ringed the Exchange with
machine-guns. The men from in-|
side opened fire. But it did not last.
A peage-.was patched up. ‘

Ther Colonel came back to the men. |
“Now.. boys,” he said. “You have
shown--that-vou are opposed to seg-
regatloh_ T am proud of yvou. Sup-
rosewe leave Lhings as thev are.”

But-things could not stay as they ’

were_because the Negro soldiers were
not going to let things stay as they
were. Therc was unceasing conflict.

One day a man, living around the |
camp, complained that his daughter’
had been raped by a Negro soldier.
He had been present and could |
recognize the man. The Colonel
Iined up the company, and the
Colonel, the complainant and some
M. Ps walked down the line. The
old man stopped in front of a Negro
soldier and said: "This is the one.”
The Colonel told the soldier to step
out and ordered the MPs to ar-
rest him, A Negro soldicr stepped
out of the line.

“Men,” he shouted. “Are you go-|cratic Party
Ing to nllow them to take him

away?

i your father's place have nothing to

We don't know what they will do to
him."

“No,"” shouted the company and
broke ranks. The Colonel, the
M.P.s and the Texan fled for their
lives.

v OUGHT JIM CROW

The situation became impossible.
The men fought Jim Crow every
inch of the way.
ranking general was sent down to
interview them. Twenty-one men

to him,

to him as one soldier to another, He
need not have made the gesture, He
would have heard plain speaking in
any case, One of the twenty-one |
stepped out of the line and told him
this:

“You wanl to stop the trouble
here? Then stop Jim Crow in the
U. S. Arimy, As long as you don‘t.
stop it, this trouble will continue.
You can take me out there now and
put me before a firing squad. Be-
fore they shoot, I will tear the
handkerchiel off my eyes and tell
you just what I am telling you
now." -

“Do all of you think like that?"

“All of us. General, some of us]
are from the East, somec from the
Jim Crow South. We come from
evarvwhere and we differ on every-
thing except on this. On this we
are united.”

“What is it you Negroes really
want?" |

“Nothing, except to live like other '
pecple. To do exactly as other peo-
ple do, that's all. We are sick and
tired of being pushed around.”

“You want that inn the South
also?"
“In the South, in the North,

everywhere."

“0O. K.,'" said the General. '"The
Jim Crow will stop. I like Negroes,
My father had two hundred of them
working on his place, and I always
got on well with them.”

"That may be so, General,"" inter-
rupted another spokesman. ‘‘But
vou told us to speak as man to man,
and the Negroes who worked on

do with this one way or another.
We want the Jim Crow in the U. S.
Army stopped.”
AUTHENTIC STORY

A few weeks afterwards, came the

i ) high-
Finally, a hig !“ w

. drove them to prodigies of revolu- |
Itionary artion. They fought an un-

order from the War Department
, abolishing all diserimination on Post
Exchanges throughout the U. S.
Army, What other occasions con-
tributed, how the order was carried
out, is bevond us here, But the
! narrative above can be vouched for.
It is the written experience of one

|of our comrades. I can supplement

| were chosen as a committee to talk ' of war.
He asked them to forget |
that he was an officer and to talk !

The Army had given the Negroes

organization; and the sense of soli-
darity and arms in their hands

ceasing ci.il war with the Army au-
thorities and with Jim Crow-minded
white soldiers,

The company in question was
broken up. Man after man was
transferred elsewhere. One of them,
the Missouri Christian, was petty-
bourgeois, of great intelligence, ab-
solutely fcarless and a fine speaker.
The men respected him. His superi-
ors feared him. I am told that many
of the boldest agitators came from
the deep South.

REVOLUTIONARY MATERIAL
Somehow the revolutionary move-
ment has to bridge the gap between

ourselves and these men. Only a
superficial view can see them merely

ith dozens of other stories from |
other camps and from other theaters

A porter cloaning up the rostrum of the House of Representatives

after the adjournment of Congress.
the scaltered waste paper represents unfinished business on hous-
ing, prices and shadows of cconomic collapse and war.

SUP to Fight for
Union Hiring Hall

SAN FRANCISCO. Aug. 5—In

defiance of the Taft-Hariley Slave
| Tabor Law the Sailors Union of
the Pacific last night went on rec-
ord to notify the west coast ship-
owners that thev will reopen their
contracts which exgpire Sept. 30. The
members indicated that they will
nol. tolerate any tampering with
their closed shop agreement. With
memories of the open shop davs be-
fore 1934 still clear in their minds,
they indicated their willingness to
conduct a life and death struggle
to maintain union control of the
hiring hall, an issuc none of the
maritime unions can compromise
| over.
' While preparing to carry on the
fight against the repressive legisla-
tion:, Harry Lundeberg, SUP leader,
| has announced in advance his
labm'.domnent‘ of political action. By
doing this he continues to weaken
| the struggle against the anti-labor
drive of Big Business, which accom-
| plished on the political field what it
was unable o do on the economic
Federated Picture . field.

For the rest of the country,

Painters

NEW YORK. Aug. 1 ~The n

chalked up its first victory by wr

as fighters for Negro rights. Once
they see and understand, Lhey will |
be among the most desperate fight- |
ers for revolutionarv socialism that
our generation will know. But to
reach them, we must believe in them |
more than Lhey believe in them- |
selves. T have heard a Negro share-
cropper say, without passion, almost
casually: "If only the whites will
join us, we could tear this country
Lo pieces.""

That is what the revolutionary
passion of the Negro is waiting for, |
a force lhat means to tear this'
bloated, monstrous, tyrannical, incf—‘
ficient 1imperialisin to pieces and
looks as if it can do it. The revolu-
tionary road to the Negroes is not
casy., Far more is required than
mere knowledge of the Negro. It is
not at all accidental that the men
wha saw most deeply into the Negro
question in the United States were
the greatest contemporary masters
of scientific socialism, ILenin and|
Trotsky. !

Henry

By Art Preis

Wallace the
major portion of the Aug. 4 issue

Henry devotes
of his New Republic magazine to
an evaluation of 80th
His aim, as he indicates, is

the Con-

oress,
to demonstrate that the hope of
progressives lies not in some new
party but in “reform™ of the old
Democratic machine.

His fraudulent method of demon-
strating this. however, affords a
devastating commentary on Wallace
himself. In fact. this self-styled
"man of the people” deliberately
tries to pull a fast one on the
American workers and other pro-
gressive elements.

The big feature of the issue is a
box score of the vote of every mem-
ber of the House and Scnate on ten
selected issues. Then the “progres-
sive” votes of Lhe Democrats and
Republicans are tabulated and
totalled separately.

The results are included in a sum-
mary table of “Possible Vs. Actual
Progressive Votes on Ten Major Is-
sues.”  And what do you know?

Wallace finds, according to his
method, that 62% of all Democratic
votes in the House on the ten se-
lected issues were ‘“progressive,'
while only 207 of the Republican
votes could be so designated. In
the Senate, the Democratic ''pro-
gressive’ vote was 60%; the Re-
publican, 22%,

The conclusion which the reader
is left to draw is that the Demeo-
is more progressive

i Tu the elections a month azo Rar-+

back and his group drove out the

Weinstock regime after ten yeurs

[ of Stalinist misrule in the union. signed by the Stalinists in the past.
The new agreement raises wages |

to $80.50 a week from the former
$70 a week scale. Wages for scaf-
foldmen are increased to 891 a
week. Overtime and shift-time, a
sore point in dispute, is te be di-
vided equally among men in the
shops.
FPC REVIVED

The Fair Practice Committee, a
body composed equally of union and
employer representatives, which set-
tles questions of discrimination on
the job. firing and related matters,
will cease to be a dead letter and
will meet at least once a month.
The Weinstock administration had
practically scuttled this committee,
which had met only two or three
times during the life of the last
agreement.

Distriet Council 9. headed by Secretary-Treasurer Martin Rarback,

ter Painters which includes a 15% wage inercase and other gains.

Union Gains

Wage Risein New York

in large part. It had antagonized
the building trades and other
unions, on whom the painters are
dependent, and as a result had aug-
mented the ranks of the unem-
ployved, already large in number.

Under these conditions the agree-
ment was considered a step for-
ward by the great majority of the
membership.

Meanwhile the new administra-
tion is laying its plans for a large-
scale organizing drive. As a first
step in this diregtion it has re-
established harmonious relations
with other painters locals in the
metropolitan area and has returned
to membership on the New York
Building Trades Council. These
vital relationships had been crim-
inally disrupted by the Stalinist
Weinstock regime.

ew administration in AFL Painters

esting an agreement fram the Mas-

The new agreement will terminate
in one year as contrasted with the
two and three-year agreements

Although Weinstock had blustered
after his defeat thalt the Rarbackl
Ladministration was through if it
| failed fo win the 6 hour day and a
| 75 cents hourly wage increase, none
| of the leading Stalinists cven dared
| to speak against the new agreement,
'1et alone vote against it. 1In the
entire District Council, which counts
some 10,000 members, only twelve
votes were cast against the agree-
"ment. Weinstock had received over
2,000 votes when he lost to Rar- |
back in the last election.

The Stalinists had been so thor-
oughly discredited in the last few

Fight the Rent Hogs

The national CIO office sent

lx‘xf'?}:: i:;:l"r '("“‘:‘Vw wore \cxlnable tio out last week a letter to all C1O
| : stomary  demagogic | | c,imeils advising that tenants
speeches against the agreement.

should organize to resist 15%
rent increases and unjust evic-
tions.

The Weinstock regime had bank-
rupted the union. It had permitted
| the industry to become non-union

the Demacrats are over 609 *‘‘pro-
gressive while the Republicans are
only about 20%.

SLEIGHT OF HAND

This sleight-of-hand is performed
by selecting ten measures and is-
sues in which the votes of the Demo-
crats on all the moasures together
would appear heavily weighted on
the ‘*‘progressive’’ side in contrast
to the Republican votes.

The real test of this Congress—
and the decisive test—came on two
chief measures. However any mem-
ber of Congress may have voted on
other measures, their Lrue position
was unambiguously stated on these
two key issues.

Cne was the Truman Doctrine of
imperialist aggression, war prepa-
ration and aid to foreign.capitalist
dictatorships against “communism.”
This policy: was embodied in the bill
for US. financial and military sup-
port Lo the Greek monarchy and the
Turkish military dictatorship. Wal-
lace himself has built his recent
reputation by denouncing this policy
as imperialistic.

How progressive were the Demo-
crats on this key issue? Out of 226
Democratic votes on this bill In the
House and Senate, 203 were for the
bill—a 90% reactiornry vote. And
many of the 10°: of Demoerats who
voted against it did so not for
progressive reasons, but as isola-
tionists, like ultra-reactionary Sena-
tor O'Daniel of Texas. Yet this vote
of many men like O'Daniel on this
issue is recorded in the
sive” column by Wallace.

SECOND MAIN QUESTION

than the Republican—indeed, that
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The other. and equally conclusive,
test was the vote to override Tru-!

man's last-minute veto of the Taft-
Hartley Slave Labor Bill. Here
again a majority of Congressional
Democrats joined hands with the
Republicans to enact the most sav-

agely anti-labor law in American
history. Out of 225 Demccratic
| votes in Congress on this issue, 130
votes, or a 58% majority, were cast
to shackle American labor and
cripple its organizations.

Thus, on the two questions that
counted above all others, the Demo-
terats voted reactlionary overwhelm-
ingly.

Wallace's box-score would have
had a different result also if he had
not excluded certain important is-
sues and included otners which he
falgely labels “progressive.”

He dees not include the vote on
Ithc Portal-to-Portal Act, sponsorecd
by the Truman administration,
which deniced millions of workers the
|ngm to cellect back wages due them
’in portal-to-portal pay and which
cut the heart out of the Wages and
Hours Law. The overwhelming ma-
jority of Democrats voted for this
;l:dll to swindle American labor.

On the other hand, Wallace labels
as progressive the vote for the
| *“Voice of America™ foreign radio
| broadcasts—one of the chief medi-
ums for spreading U.S. imperialist
| propiganda  throughout the world

and for lining up forces for an
'eventual war against the Soviel
Union.

MARITIME
By Frederick J. Lang

A comprehensive study of
labor relations in the mari-
time industry and a mili-
tant program for the solu-
tion of seamen's problems.
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Order from
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Wallace Pulls a Fast One

It is cleay thal in order to bolster emphasizes: “We need liberal Demo-
his political line of continuing sup- lcrats fighting within the party to
vort for the Democratic Party. Wal- make it, if possible. once again the
lace has resorted to a transparent ‘ party of Jackson. Wilson and Roose-
fraud. This Democratic capitalist |vell.”
darling of a certain section of the vy { in (hic same breath as he
liberals and the Stalivists is nol |j01ds out this possibility of utiliz-
above methods of base deception. ing the Democratic machine for

Wallace is reduced to such low progressive aims, Wallace admits:
xm‘-fhods because he is desperately | wNg thinking liberal, examining the
trying lo head off the growing ’records of the following pages, can
movement for a labor party. While ' ghq two dozen members of the pres-
holding out a vague hof)e that he ent Cengress worthy of future sup-

might eventually head up some |port.”

“third party.” he concentrates main- ' YN
ly on Wrving to persunade his fol- Ithal the vast n_‘n:xjnrxty of.Demn-

. crats and, Republicans alike in Con-
lowers that there is more hope in

) | eress are the open, pliant tools of
“reforming™ the Democratic Party.

Wall Street. It means any talk of
TREACHEROUS DELUSION reforming the Democratic Party is
Thus, in his introductory state- 'means labor will remain politically

spreading treacherous delusion. It
ment to his  box-score, Wallace ' hog-tied until it builds its own party.

We the

By Marv

The twe most clemental urges of
man are said to be the preservation
of life and the desire to propagate.
Yet around those elemental urges
is hung an impenetrable curtain of
superstition, bigotry and ignorance.

Three articles in the August
issues of Scope, Woman's Home
Companion and Reader’s Digest

dare to lift that curtain slightly.
They are recommended reading.

L »

In an article in Readers’ Digest,
Harold Isaacs casts a balance sheet
between the old and new methods
of sex education.

The old method is knowledge
garnered in whispered conferences
behind the barn, “dirty words”
treasured for their mysterious im-
plications, misinformation which
terrifies or *scientific jargon which
no one understands."

The new method is simplified
courses such as are now being in-
cluded in the curriculum of the
public schools in Los Angeles, Kan-
sas City, Mo., Pittsburgh, and New-
ark Valley, N. Y. where sex educa-
tion is included naturally in all re-
lated subjects.

It is impossible here to ade-
quately summarize the article, but
it is certainly a subject worthy of
deep study by every intelligent
parent.

-

In Europe there Is a vast army
of more than 150,000 Displaced
Persons. In 1946 there were more
than 100,000 babies borm and reg-
istered as illegitimate. 100000 in-
nocent children, 'born without
passports to normal childhood,
branded by bigotry for the “sins of
their parents."”

Justine Wise Polier. Justlice
the Domestic Relalions Court of
New York, discusscs this problem in
a startling article in the August
Woman's Home Companion.

In 39 states of this supposedly
enlightened nation, hapless chil-
dren born "out of wedlock” are

of

People

el Scholl

simply his name, sex, date and
place of birth with no mention of
his legal status. In only ONE
state, Arizona, is he legally legiti-
mate ‘mo matter what the marital
status of his parents.

What does it mean to be am
illegitimate child? Read Justice
Polier’'s article. And read an ac-
companying article about how the
same problem is handled in Swed=
en. Then judge for yourself ho®
“enlightened” this nation really is.

. 4 =

Janet Blaw’s article, “The Facts
about Abortion,” in the current
issue of Scope, deals with a sub-
ject even raore taboo than the
other two mentioned above. It
should be read by every working
class mother, because this subject
even more so than sex education
or illegitimacy, though they are all
relatcd, deals with a very real cloud
whicli hovers over every worker's
home. Too many children, not for
the heart, but for the pocketbook.

It is an established fact that not
only the unmarried girl “in trouble”
furnishes material for the abortion
mill, but also the married woman
already overburdened with too
many mouths to feed on her hus-
band’s wages. Dr. Abraham Stone,
medical director of the Margaret
Sanger Research Foundation, says
that only birth control education
will stop the abortion mill.

But where is the working class
woman Lo get such education? She
didn’t get it from her mother, and
in many states it is a crime, punish~
able by imprisonment, for doctors
to furnish such information.

v - - 3

Despite the advances in scientific
knowledge and educational meth-
ods, capitalism today nourishes all
that is obscure, superstitious and
reactionary. This is true in the
field of sex relations. Only soclal=
ism will rip tbrough the iron cuyr-
tain that degenerate capitalism
places around knowledge in this as
in all other social problems. {

branded on their birth-certificates.
24 states allow the stigma of illegiti-
macy to be lifted from a child
only if the father acknowledges
paternity, marries the mother and .
then legally adopts the child. |
In 24 sintes a legally born child[
may be declared illegitimate if his |
parents’ marriage is annulled. 1In
only eight states is a child given a |

Gls and ‘“‘Prosperity”’

GI trucking firms are being
forced out of business faster than
all other types of the little
government - financed ex-soldier
enterprisecs. As of May, there
had been 1412 bankruptcies,
while 3,118 others were behind
in paymer.ts.

simplified birth certificate stating

If this means anything. it means |
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|. Defend labor's standard

A sliding scale of wages — an

rising cost of livingl
Organize mass consumers commi

Expropriate the food trusts! Ope

and veterans!

For the &-hour day, 30-hour wee
the hours of work with no
and unemployment!

Government operation of all idl

breaking!
No restrictions on the right to s
No injunctions! No compulsory

Repecal the payroll tax! No sales

low-rent housing!

End Jim Crow!

trade unions!

9. A working class answ
and war.

Against capitalist conscription!
Abolish the officer caste system

control of the trade unions!

10. Solidarity with the rev

workers in all lands!
For the complete independence

Our Program:

contracts to provide automatic wage increases to meet the
profiteering and price-gouging!

2. Full employment and job security for all workers

Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers and
veterans during the entire period of unemployment!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strike-

4. Build an independent labor partyl
5. Tax the rich, not the poor!

No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government |

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!

End anti-Semitism!

8.For a veterans' organization sponsored by the

Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the people
vote on the question of war or peace!

Full democratic rights in the armed forces!
Trade Union wages for the armed forces!
Military training of workers, financed by the government, but under

Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

1. For a Workers' and Farmers' Governmentl|

of livingl

escalator wage clause in all union

ttees for independent action against

rate them under workers control!

k! A sliding scale of hours—reduce
reduction in pay to provent layoffs

e plants under workers' controll!

trike and picket!
arbitration!

taxes!

er to capitalist militarism

olutionary struggles of the

of the colonial peoples!
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SIX MONTHS OF
INDO-CHINA'S WAR

According to a commuuique of the Viet Nam General Staff, re-
- produced in Bulletin 20 of the Viet Nam Republic Information Sery-
“ice in Paris, the Indo-Chinese forces in the last six months have

cinflicted the following casualtie

NUMErous prisoners.

As for war material, the French
Bhave lost 3.554 rifles, destroyed or
captured, while the Indo-Chinese
trcops have lost 1,268.

The communique continues: ““We
have destroyed 1.027 machine guns
and lost 256. We have destroyed
22 cannon and 45 mortars, as against
2 Viet Nam mortars lost. French
bazookas desiroyed or captured—I18,
as against 2 Viet Namese. French
airplanes shot down or destroyed
on the ground—35. French tanks de-
stroyed—94. "Trucks destroycd—487.
French locomotives destroyed—17."
EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

A glimpse into the conditions in
Indo-China is provided by an eye-
witness account from Hanoi by Wal-
ter Briggs, special correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor,
Aug. 1. The country-side is covered
by gutled villages. The French gar-
risons are henuned within the cities
while the rest of the country re-
mains under the control of the in-
surgent and armed population. Ac-
cording to correspondent Briggs:

“Tens of thousands of peasants,
led by a few score intellectuals, are
fighting for independence from
Finnce. They have contained French
troops in a few major cities, some

cattered strongholds; have blown
up convoys and waylaid patrols.
They hold the great bulk of the
country."”

In reprisal Lhe French have razed
entire villages whose charred re-
mains dot the countryside ''like an
archeologist's resurrcction of the
‘_past. Another village with rools
ﬁone. walls crumbicd. Almost every
village is scarred."”

DESTRUCTION EVERYWIERE

; The suburbs of Hanoi look ‘like
-8 Chinese village after a Japanese
Cwartime visit. Destruction cvery-
where. ‘Down its half mile of main
street (the reference here is to the
suburb of Gialam) we see no living
thing, Not even a dog."”

- The cities themselves are depopu-
lJated. Hanoi is virtually deserted.
“‘Two years ago Hanoi's population
was about 200,000. Now drained by
refugees from the fighting, it is
about one-filth that. A once-thriv-
fng French commercial community
has dwindled to about 50."

The side streets remain barrvicaded
amid the uncleared wreckage of the
fighting. The French authorities
live in a constant state of alarm,
being ‘‘not wholiy unaware of the
hatred in the eves of the Viet Nam
population. They realize the dan-

s on the Freuch colonial army:
16,605 dead. 13.947 wounded, and+

ger of guerrilla inﬂm'aﬂon and live
in expectation of incidents."

TROOPS ARE BRUTAL

The troops conduct themselves
brutally to civillans. Briggs reports
seeing two soldiers topple over a
ricksha carrying a Viet Namese wo-
man. As they walked off swearing
at her, the weeping victim, fortu-
nately unhurt, appealed to the
American correspondent sitting in
the car with an American flag.
When Briggs advised her to appeal
to the military policeman, directing
traffic on the next corner, she shook
her head. ''Pas de justice,”" she
said, “No justice.”

The correspondent cites this as
obviously expressing the universal
cry of the Viet Namese: ‘"No juslice
here!"”

here.

The latter rejected the jcb
reason:

I sleep every day till noon.
fast.
I would make by working.

tax I would have to pay if I

to be normal, and the risk is
lations of the jobless man in

Berlin Worker Earns More
By Sleeping than by Working

BERLIN, Germany, July 28—Living conditions in
Berlin are illustrated by a true story making the rounds
According to the story, an employment bureau
wanted to put one of the registered unemployed to work.

“I am not lazy, I am not ill, but T am also not stupid.

That means I can save a loaf of bread every week.
This loaf I sell every Saturday on the black market.
receive for this loaf an average of twice the weekly wage

can earn twice as much by sleeping? Not to speak of the

The average wage in Berlin is 43 marks a week. Less
taxes of all kinds, that leaves a net wage of 35 marks.
Average bread rations per week amount to 2,800 grams.
If one saves 1,000 grams of the bread ration, it can be sold
on the black market for 60 marks. Black market operations
are subject to penalty, of course, but are so widespread as

{| less. His case merely epitomizes a state of alairs.

offer, offering the following

Thus I dispense with break-
I
Why should I work when I

worked !"

therefore “fair.” The calcu-
the story are therefore flaw-

French Communist Party (Stalin-

ist). e declared that “national
unity”™ was in danger “hecause of
a group of men whose leaders place
service to a foreign power above all
else.”

Seeking first of all to explain
why he himself had placed Stalin-
ist ministers in his government, he
used against the Stalinists every-
thing which has characterized their
attitude concerning maneuvers,
polemical and lying methods, and
shifts dictated by purely opportun-
ist motives. He then launched into
a diatribe about the danger of the
Red Army. It is no longer *the
boches so many kilomelers away
from Paris” but “the Slav bloc”
only “two days' bicycling distance”
from the French frontier.

not to speak of the workers, of their

betrays. Hc avoided mentloning
strikes. He limited himself to
speaking in contemptuous terms of
the French state, presenting him-
self as the champion of the “strong
state, to a capitalist class which
was just going on vacation.
Political circles, especially the
MRP and the Socialist Party, regard
this demonstiration by de Gaulle

Naturally, <e Gaulle ‘was careful

demands which the Stalinist party

Latin American Notes

COLOMBIA CP SPLITS: A deep
split touvk place in the Communist
Party of Colombia during its recent
national convention, according to a
July 24 UP dispatch. One section,
led by Gilberto Vieira. continues to

call fitself the Communist Party,
while the other, led by Augusto
Duran, constituted itself as the

Communist Workers Party. After
the split, each faction met separate-
ly.
It is hard, on the basis of the
@ispatch, to say what issues were
involved in the split. but in view
of the treacherous policies of the
Stalinist Parties, it is reasonable
1o believe tlat there were deep
political issues at play, even though
they may not have taken clear-cut
form at the present stage of de-
velopment.
v’
CRISIS IN CUBAN CP: A split
has also taken place in the Stalin-
ist ranks in Cuba, directed mainly
and basically against the treach-
erous policies of what has come to
be known as the Browderist lead-
ership of the CP of Cuba, which is
headed by Lazaro Pena. The split-
off forces constituted themselives as
the Socialisi Revolutionary Move-
ment and are now going through
a process of political re-orientation,
not only on national but also on
international questions.
In this connection,
while to mention that the Cuban
Communist Parlty is one of the
most corrupted Stalinist organiza-
tions in Latin America, It is so
directly linked to the Cuban sfate
apparatus that it applies even Mos-
cow’s new policy in relalion to
Amerfcan imperialism in an ex-
tremely timid manner,

* o~

it is worth-

Greek Monarchy Asks
For U. S. Troops

The Greek government is ask-
ing Washington to send US
troops to Greece as “‘a symbolic

force” and in order to “intimi-
date’” the guerrilla fighters
against the Greek dictatorship.

D. A, Schmidt reports from
Athens (N.Y. Times, Aug. 6).

In addition, the Greek Cabi-
net has cabled an urgent request
for the speeding up of arms de-
liverles and an increase in their
numbers.

‘ A contributing factor in the split
is the so-called national economy
iof Cuba. The first storm clouds
of this crisis could be seen In the
proposition made by some Ameri-
can capitalist interests, to establish
a quota for Cuban sugar. What
happens to the sugar market Is of
initial interest to Cuba for this is
the main source of national income.

UNREST 1IN BOLIVIA: Other
Latin American countries are also
getting a sharp taste of the com-
ing depression. Last week the press
announced that the Bolivian gov-
ernment had glven the Patino min-
ing interests permission to lay off
some 7000 workers. And this is
{only the beginning.

Bolivia is also a one-product
country; mining forms the main
i basis of its so-called national econ-
omy. The general conditions of the
Bolivian working people are bad
enough “normally,” and everything
indicates that they will become
| worse. There is deep unrest among
the miners and also among the In-
dian peasants,

This situation {s alrcady giving
|the jitters to some representatives
‘of American imperialism. One of
| them, Lynn Taylor, who just re-
| turned from Bolivia, was quoted by
the July 30 Los Angeles Times as
saying that “labor troubles in the
mines have doubled and tripled
during the past few years. Native
Indian miners, led by agitators, are
openly advocating the seizure of
the mines and their operation by
the miners."”

The "“agitators™ Taylor reters to
are mainly members of the Bolivian
Section of the Fourth International,
who as true representatives of :he
exploited masses are at the head
of their daily struggles,

! SITUATION IN CHILE: Chile is
| suffering from the elements of both
an economic and a political crisis.
| President Gonzalez Videla admits
| it may soon be impossible o pay
even the salaries of government em-
ployes. The Chilean Cabinet has
[been reconsiituted in the form of
a new “technical cabinet” composed
 almost  exclusively of members of
'the Radical Party, but that solves

~ A

| nothing. Meanwhile, strikes are on I

| the upsurge.

PARIS. July 20-—The majority of the city government of Rennes
relused to allow General de Gaulle to hold a public meeting in one.of
the town squares. De Gaulle therefare made his speech on a private fceml_\' come to understand that
lot in the Breton capital. This speech was aimed essentially at the

* ;

will |
say,

help
and

with some worry, He
split the country, they
thus aids the Stalinists.

he leading strata of French
capitalism are very well aware that
there does not exist for the moment
l'the possibility of proceeding by a
coup de force, that for the present
de Gaulle can only take positions
and organize the forces of reaction.
IBut they fear that provocative and
Juntimely manifestations may stim-
ulate the working class, discontent-
ed with ils living conditions, and
l'which the agreement between the
[ bosses and the CGT will not be able
to satisfy.

It is ennowc:ced that de Gaulle
wants to hold a mass meeting in a
big Paris square on October 5.
While it is not possible to know
‘what will happen between now and
then, it is already sure that such
a provocation will not pass without
an answer from the working class.
Arzainst this specch of de Gaulle,
the Stalinist party has just brought
out today a poster in which it ap-
peals to republicans against fac-
| tionists, but in which there is
nothing abour the workers' demands
or stiikes. The EStalinist party re-
mains true to itself, to its patriotic,

Greek Tyrants
‘Arrest More
Trotskyists

ATHENS, July 23—Numerous
members of the Greek Trotskyist
movemenl were among those ar-
rested in the last wave of terror
Ly the
'duris government, which has

launched Maximos-Tsal-

brought about the arrest of more

than  16.000  people  thronghout
(;l'(‘(‘('(‘.
Thirteen Trotskyists have now

been deported to the desert islands
of the Aegean Sea. Three others,
two of whom are girl students, will
undergo trial on the charge of hav-
ing becn present at an ‘“illegal
meeling."

For several wecks now there has
| been no news of Comrade Stinas,

Troiskyist movement, and it s
i feared that he has been assassinated
by members cf the fascist “X* or-
ganization.

The Greek Trotskyists have is-
sued a moving appeal to the militant
workers in all countries to come to
their material and moral aid.

(The International Secretariat of
the Fourth International is asking
all sections lo intensify their cam-
paign against the regime of terror
imposed on the Greek people and
for the defense of the thousands of
imprisoned and deported Greek mili-
tants. It is also asking for the col-
lection of furds to help the em-
battled Greek Trotskvists.)

one of the leaders of the Greek |

De Gaulle Propagandizes
For Dictatorial State

class-collabcgrationist  policy.
The workers of France, who in
| relatively large numbers have re-

they can fight for themselves only
|in by-passing the Stalinist direc-
tives, must also by-pass the Stal-
inists in order to crush the nas-
cent fascism of de Gaulle.

i
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Wall Street Sends Arms for &ziang

+

The first 750-ton shipment of U.S. ammunition being sent free
for use by' Dictator Chiang Kai-shek's armies in the civil war which
has brought misery and suffering to China's millions, is loaded aboard

Wall Street

(Continued from Page 1)
! slaveholders against the Indonesian
peoples.

Wall Streel has long been wait-

Ving for a propitious moment to el-

bow aside the British who have
been Holland's senior partners in
| the exploitation of the fabulous
I wealth of the East Indian Empire..

Wall Street had remained on the
| sidelines while the English, armed
with American “lend-lease” equip-
| ment, reinstated the Dutch in In-
| donesia, after the native people had
driven out the Japanese.

Wall Street had to sit by again
| while Britain served as “mediator,"”
forcing the infamous Linggad)ati
|agreement last October upon the
voung Indonesian Republic, and
thus encbling the Dutch to con-
solidate at leisure their military
| forces for the eventual onslaught.
But when the Netherlands gov-
ernment once again called upon

before the issue was finally brought
‘ up before the Security Council, Wall
| Street decided it was time to call
a halt.

| On July 31 Washington officially

proffered Holland its "good serv-
ices.” This was a public proclama-

| tion that henceforth Washington
would insist on the final say over
"mediation” and the fate of Tndo-
nesia.

On the next day, the Security
Council adopted the resolution,
drafted jointly by the U. S. and
Australia. Tt contains a carefully
worded provision which opens wide
the doors for Americu's new role
in Indonesia, so painstakingly pre-
pared in the meantime behind-the-
scenes. This provision reads that
| both sides must “settle thelr dis-
i putes by arbitration eor by other
“(read: Washington) peaceful

means."

The Dutch quicikly complied. An

AP dispatch from Batavia, Aug. 3.
notes with glee that Dr. Van Mook,
Governor General of the Dutch
| East Indics, "emphasized that the
| Netherlands had accepted the good
offices of the U. S. to bring about
a settlement of the conflict. . . .
The most official seal of all —
the seal of the dollar — has been
affixed to this bargain struck at
| the expense of the Indonesian peo-
ples. On Aug. 5 the World Bank
announced that it would release a
loan of $175.000.000 to the Dutch,
Newspapers hitherto *‘critical’’ of
the Dutch suddenly changed their
}Lune. Thus the N, Y. Times now
coolly announces that far from
| seeking to establish” their rule by
bayonet, the Dutch appear "to have
really kept their campaign within
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Briain to “intervene” a few days;

the confines of a ‘'police action'.”

demand that the Dutch withdraw
their troops, the Times sweeps it
scornfully aside, declaring that “the
great majority of the Security
Councj! hel@d ‘that a Netherlands
withidrawal would merely precipi-
tate chgos." .
UTMOST PRESSURE

wumost pressure is now being
brought to bear on the reluctant
Indonesian government to accept
Washington’s eoffer of ‘*good of-
fices.” Throughout the hostilities,
Washington had kept mum. This

is now blandly explained away by
the State Department as solely ow-
ing to "lack of communication fa-
cilities.”

Strangely enough, however, six
prominent members of the Indo-
nesien government, among them
Deputy Premier A. K. Gani and
Deputy Foreign Minister Moham-
med Tamsil, have been all this
while in Batavia, or more acurate-
1 ly, in jail, since July 20.

News that Gani, Tamsil and the
others had been released from

Aug. 3. And If was not until Aug.
6 that AP cabled from Batavia a
report that "1y, S. Counsel General
Walter A. Foote today delivered to
Indonesian Deputy Premier A. K.
| Gani a message from the American
Government offering its 'good of-
fices' in an effort to mediate. . . ."”
Doubtless mindful of the disas-
trous fruits of the last “mediation”
by the British, the Indonesian gov-
ernment is more than suspicious of
the self-appointed American “um-
pire.” On Aug. 5, the Antara Agen-
cy quoted Premier Sjahriffoedin as
telling the Working Committee of
Parliament that his government
“would not accept mediation but
would agree cnly to arbitration by
a United Nations commission,”
For their part, the Dutch authori-

Dutch Unionists

Advocate Boycott
On War Material

AMSTERDAM. July 24— Tm-

mediately after the Dutch imperi-

alist attack on the Indonesians. the
Revalutionary Communist Party
of Holland, Dutch section of the
Fourth International, issued a mani-
festo entitled “The Enemy Is in Our
Own Country,” and calling for a
total boycott by tha workers of Hol-
land and the world against any
shipiients by the imperialists to In-
donesia.

The trade unions composing the
Eenheids Vakcentrale, although un-
der Stalinist influence, have taken
up this slogan and ordered the boy-
cott of every boat sailing for Indo-
nesia. o

The Dutch capitalists, however,
with the complicity of the other
capitalists, especially the Yankeo.
British, French and Belgian imperi-
alists, will doubtless permit their
| ports to be used for the Dutch war
' effort.

‘ For this reason, all stevedores and
' all seamen should follow the exam-
ir.le of their Dutch brothers and boy-

cott any fmperialist shipments to
| Indonesia.

| ican

UN Acts after Dutch Gain Objectives

ties insist that they “had not for-

As for the justifizble Indonesian mally recogiized the right of the

United Natiens to intervene, but
were lookinz to the United States
for Cirect mcd:ation.” .

Wall Street has in the meantime
mede it ampiy plain to all the other
diplomatic ehancelleries that it will
brook no insterference with its plans.

A persistenit Yefusal by the Indo-
nesian goveinment o accept Amer-
“good offices” would by no

‘means automatically remove Wash-

| of member

failure to previou:ly approach the jority,
beleaguered Indonesian authorities thumb.

ington from the picture. T may
then choose to reappear in the guise
of a United Naddons
commission which would. in its ma-
be completely under its
will do

The Indonesian people

|\\'ell to place no trust whatever

and the
the United
and all com-

United States
kitchen called
including any

in the
thieves'
Nations,

Pogroms Sweep Palestine
Leap Over to England

Palestine last week witnessed a veign of tervor ‘against the eivili-

an Jewish population that matched the goriest pogroms staged by the

| drove

Muscles into Indonesia;

Nazis. Almost  simultaneonsly.

these anti-Semilic  abominations

leaped over 1o the “tight linle island™ isell, setting the stage for

events that have nol transpired in

English Jews who were so confideni ¢,—

I

Ima(le several times.

that such things as happened in
Germany could not possibly happen
on enlightened English soil are now
face to face witlh stark reality.
| In Palestine the main assault
took place in the all-Jewish ity
of Tel-Aviv. where according to UP
‘and AP dispatches from Jerusalem,
squads of British soldiers and po-
lice manned “approximately eight
armored cars' and stormed the cen-
iter of the city “firing wildly and
| sending sho.s into shops and movie
houses.™

Passengers on a  crowded bus
were caught in a cross-fire and
! suffered the brunt of the casual-
|tics. Passers-by were assaulted by
| armed troopers and policemen.

Store windows were smashed and
| looted. There are reports of hand
grenades being used in addition to
clubs and guns. As a result of this
pegrom in Tel-Aviv on July 31,
five were kilied, 18 woundea, wiun
two women reported among the
ldead.
| Jerusalem, Haifa and other cities
witnessed similar scenes.

On the next day, the funeral pro-
cession  accompanying the vicetims
Jur the pgrevious day’s massacre
*scr\'cd @s an occasion for another
brutal assault in Tel-Aviv, Accord-
{ing Lo eyve-witness reports, an arm-
jored car manned by British police
headlong into the funeral
procession of 5,000 approaching the
synagogue. Three separate bursts
of punfire poured into the defense-
less mass, weunding 33 Jews,

l The Britisa authorities have dis-

claimed responsibility for these out- |

| roges, dedicting them as “spon-
taneous” reprisals for (he hanging
of two DBritish sergeants by Lhe
lJm'\ ish terrorists of Irgun Zvai Le-
umi. These hangings were in their
tumm reprisals by the terrorists for
| the execution by the British of
organizing the Acre Prison breuak
of May 4.

| The drnia’s of the authoritics
canrnol be taken at their face value,
| any more than the original denials
lof both the police and the army
ithal none of their men "were im-
plicated in the affray which turncd
the streets into a veritable shooting
gallery for several hours.”

The method of “reprisals” dclib-
erately inspired from above happens
to be a favorite tactic of colonial
‘pacification.” Far from beomng
| strangers to its use, the DBritish
have applied it on numerous occa-
| sionis, in particular, during the

‘tln'co Jewish vouths implicated in .

Fngland since medieval times. The
In any case, thinly veiled threats
to employ this tactic had been
Gen. Sir Allan
Cunningham, Bri isii High Commis-
sioner for Palestine, is reported to
have told the head of the Jewish
Agency that "the British had reach-
ed the enrd of their patience, and
would not endure further insuits,

kicks, bulle's and bombs ‘without
reyrisals.’ ' This statement, made
after the pogroms in Tel-Aviv,

Jerusalem and Haifa, hardly re-
quires comment.

The fountainhead of the anti-
| Semitic outbreaks in England it-
self is quite clear. The incipient
fascist formations 1here, headed
by Mosley's scum, scized the oppor-
tunity to organize assaulls upon the
Jewish communities in London Liv-
erpool, Manchester and other cities,
The most ominous note here is Lhe
apparent absence of popular resist-
ance to the lhioodlums.

A Jewish-owned factory was set
ablaze in Liverpool. In Manches-
ter thugs invaded the Jewish area,
attacking passers - by, smashing
store windows and inciting onlook-
ers to loot, Syragogues in many
cities, inciuding London, were the
targets for vandals who invariably

raised the cry: “Down with the
Jews!"

| The extension to England of
| these fascist-like attacks on the

Jews is nol a passing episode. Jews
in England provide as convenient
a scapegoat for unbridled reaction
as they did in Germany, as they
will on the morrow in the United
States as weiil. This is inherent in
| the decaying capitalist sy§oem,
which brecds the most bestial re-
actlon regardiess of how “demo-
cratic” the tradiiions of a partic-
ular country may be. The English
pogroms are merely the latest. veri-
fication of this inexorable truth.
Whoever tells the Jewish people
otherwise is leading them blindfold-
ed to the same horrible fate they
llm'.‘e already su{lered on the Euro-
pean continent,
| The events in Palestine and Eng-
land serve once again Lo underscore
"the utter futility of Zionism as a
solution for the terrible plight of
the Jews. The Militant has repeat-
edly warned that by its policies
| Zionism could not help but prepare
a ploody trap in Palestire for the
Jews who have been duped into
believing they could find their sal-
vation there.

The pogroms in DPalestine, the
anti-Semitic outbreaks in England-
are an anticipation of what capi-

,missions that might cmanate from |1936-39 uprisings of the Arabs in |talism has in store tor the Jews

“house arrest” did not come until |

it.

-

| Palestine,

wherever they still survive,

by JAMES P. CANNON
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"Capitalism will not
disappear from the scene
automatically. Only the
working class can seize
the forces of production
from the stranglehold of
the exploiters. History
places this task squarely
before us."

Leon Trotsky

. .

The Crisis in England

England, the country that has ruled the
world for more than three centuries, finds her-
sell today facing the gravest crisis in her history.
Drained by the war, her antiquated economy
now verges on collapse. The bubble of reviving
England through an export boom has burst.
Disaster now threatens the moment the last re-
maining billion of American credits is exhausted.

Just what is at the bottom of this crisis?
The capitalist press in this country is elaborate-
ly pretending that England’s terrible plight
stems directly from the “socialist” measures in-
stituted by the Laborites. As if Wall Street
would have lent so much as a penny, let alone

billions of dollars, to aid any genuinely socialist

program!-

The fact is, of course, that not a single gen-
uinely socialist measure has either been projected
or applied thus far in England. The nationaliza-
tion of the coal industry and of the Bank of Eng-
land have left these ‘“nationalized” sectors along
with the rest of the economy on the same capi-
talist basis as before. The coal industry and ‘the
Bank of England are still enterprises which oper-
ate for profit, with the dividends of their respec-
tive bondholders remaining as the first charge
against their income. If any additional proof of
the fraudulent character of these nationalizations
is needed, let it be recalled that the Tories, head-
ed by Churchill, adopted recently a program in-
corporating every single major measure already
adopted by the Laborite majority,

Far from being a crisis of socialism, the Eng-
lish situation now unfolds as the crisis of capi-
talism,

This crisis must, bring in its wake a grandiose
political crisis, in the first instance, of the Labor
Party. The masses who voted the Laborites in-
to power, did so in expectation that they would
guide the country on the.socialist road. They
have been monstrously duped. Instead these
case-hardened reformists have done everything
in their power to patch up the decayed capitalist
system. For two years they have demanded
“austerity,” driving the masses to depths of pov-
erty and sacrifices such as they were not forced
to undergo even in wartime. Today Attlee and
Co. propose to demand even greater sacrifices
and greater degradation. There are no limits to
what they will do in order to perpetuate capital-
ism in England.

But to the British. people the unfolding crisis
is the final grim warning that under this decayed
system the road is completely barred not alone
to future progress but even to regaining the liv-
ing standards of the past. EITHER they permit
their capitalist masters and the Laborite lackeys
to plunge them into the abyss, OR they must
really strike out resolutely and boldly on the so-
cialist road.

A Crime Against Labor

AFL President William Green and CIO Presi-
dent Philip Murray last week committed an act
of base treachery to American and world labor
and shameless servility to Wall Street imperial-
ism,

They publicly and simultaneously endorsed
the infamous Truman Doctrine of U. S. imperial-
ist intervention in other countries and support of
capitalist distatorship everywhere against the
workers and peasants.

Their endorsement was contained in letters of
praise for Truman's selection of Clinton Golden,
former CIO Steelworkers’ official, as a member
of the American Mission to Aid Greece. Murray
claimed the purpose of this mission is to “help
the Greek people help themselves.”

This is a contemptible lie. The purpose of the
mission, as of all other so-called “aid" to Greece,
is nothing but financial and military aid to the
blood-drenched Greek monarchy, restored to
power by British bayonets. This capitalist-mon-
archist distatorship is right now conducting a
war of murderous suppression against the Greek
masses. - )

Every dollar U. S. capitalism is sending to
Greece is going toward the extermination of the
Greek union leaders and labor organizations. It
is going to bolster a regime that is dragging tens
of thousands to vile prisons and concentration

thousandgwith U, S. arms.

And who is paying for this? The loans and
arms' are being squeezed from the American
workers through taxes.. Isn’t it the depth of
treachery to American labor for its top leaders
to complain about high prices, low wages and ex-
tortionate taxes while they endorse the robbery
of American workers to pay for the imprison-
ment and murder of our brothers and sisters in
Qreece?

Green and Murray have committed an un-
pardonable crime that must receive the sternest
denunciation from the American working class.

World-Wide Spy System

For the first time in American history, the
U. S. government is officially establishing an in-
ternational espionage system.

Quietly and behind the backs of the Ameri-
can people, Congress in the closing minutes of its
last session slipped through a bill creating a
“Central Intelligence Agency,” directly under
the National Security Council, to “correlate and
evaluate intelligence relating to the national se-
curity,”

This, in the words of the Aug. 3 N. Y. Times,
would be “an effective world-wide intelligence
service''—that is, a world-wide spy system.

The nature of this system is indicated by the
Times in its reference to the secret debates on
the measure before closed Congressional hear-
ings. "“One of the greatest fears of the legislators
was lest . . . they create an intelligence agency
that could take on the guise and dominance of a
Gestapo.”

These political agents of U. S. imperialism
had no difficulty quelling their fears. And thus,
in the words of the Times, “this country has also
embarked on the hidden game of international
and national security.”

This will be the biggest and most powerful
spy system in history, backed by America's un-
parralleled financial and material resources. It
will be a super-spy agency whose tentacles will
reach everywhere on the globe. Not the least
of its functions will be to penetrate revolution-
ary movements of the people.

What a hue and cry the Wall Street politi-
cians, military agents and press have been mak-
ing about the “red spy” menace. But Stalin
must gasp in envy at the spy system U, S. im-
perialism is developing.

This all-pervading spy systemt will be under
the control of the military caste, answerable to
no one but themselves, working in the dark to
serve any purpose they see fit. It will give the
brass hats a further weapon for exercising their
independent power and terrorizing the people.

The American people will never know what
this sinister spy agency is doing, why it is doing
it. They will have nothing to say about its ac-
tivities. They will just foot the bills.

American capitalism, brazenly over-riding the
traditional loathing of the American people for
secret police and spy systems, has taken another
big step toward perfecting its terror machine for
the conquest and exploitation of the world,

Puerto-Rican Tragedy

As the post-war boom fades fast in Latin
America, it cedes place to the post-World War
IT crisis, which aiready has found its profound
repercussions in Puerto Rico, an outright colony
of American imperialism.

In recent days, the metropolitan press has
carried a number of articles commenting on the
influx of Puerto Ricans to the United States,
and particularly to New York and its large col-
ony, known as “Little Spain.” The N. Y. Times
was even impelled to write an editorial on Aug. 3,
shedding crocodile tears, under the title, “The
Tragedy of Puerto Rico.”

Beyond ,the shadow of a doubt, the situatign
in Puerto Rico is actually tragic. But what the
N. Y. Times carefully omits are the causes under-
lying this tragedy. It doesn’t dare to tell the
truth, because the truth in this case would be
self-incriminating.

It is not so much the over-population of this
unfortunate island, as the Times pretends, that
underlies the suffering of its population, but
rather the fact that under American rule, Puerto
Rican economy has lost all semblance of vitality.
It has been reduced in practice to a huge sugar
plantation, ruthlessly exploited by American
monopolists, with its population converted into
slave laborers, living in unbelievable degrada-
tion and misery,

For the Puerto Rican masses there is no
prospect of any improvement at home and that
is why they are leaving the island by the thou-
sands seeking some other place where they can
find subsistence. Capitalism has inscribed over
Puerto Rico its sign which reads: “Leave All
Hope Behind, You Who Remain Here!” And
those now flee who still are able.

The tragedy of Puerto Rico reveals strik-
ingly the hypocritical ngzfture of America im-
perialism, especially its hollow boast of fight-
ing to preserve the independence and the ele-
mentary rights of small countries. Puerto Rico
is a model instance of the brutal suppression
of national aspirations and national interests.

Let us recall in passing that the story of
Puerto Rico also unveils the hypocrisy. of the
Stalinists who still paint up Roosevelt — along
with his spiritual heir, Wallace—as champions
of freedom and democracy.

It was precisely under the rule of Roosevelt
and Wallace that the fighters for national lib-
aration of this island were persecuted and thrown
to rot in the federal prisons of the United States.
Their “crime” was that they sought to liberate
their country from the yoke of Wall Street,

So long as a Democrat or Republican in-
habits the White House, they will remain
“criminals,”
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“I know it’s safer, but I'm so accustomed to a Southern

exposure.’’

FIGHT THESLAVELABOR world coxvuqucst. as formulated in the|all. the pamphlet explains.

LAW by Socialist Workers
Party, I'ioncer Publishers, 10
ppas 1947, hive cents,

This important pamphlet, just off
the press, embodies the statement of
the National Committee of the So-
cialist Workers Party on the notori-
ous Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Act.
The statement analyzes the eco-
nomic and political conditions loday
which enabled such a vicious law to
be passed and offers a fighting pro-
gram against it.

Few laws passed in this country
have ever been more “hated and un-
popular’ than the Taft-Hartley Act.
It was bitlerly opposed by 15 mil-
lion” organized workers, "who with
their families and allies, constitute

the overwhelming majority of the;

country’s population.'* The storm
of opposition which followed the in-
troduction of the bill. was “con-
temptuously tlouted™ by the reac-
tionary 80th Congress, and the bill
was passed.

The authors point out that this
Slave Labor Law is in the tradi-
tion of cdicts against labor passed

, war-mongering Truman Doctrine. I
is the application of this doctrine
to the American people themsclves.
| In order Lo oppress people all over
the world, Wall Street must have a
submissive working class at home.”

An important section of the pam-
phiet is devoted to showing how the
workers wanted to fight this bill be-
fore it was passed, and how they
were belrayved in their desire for
effeclive action by the timid and
cringing union leadership.  The
*“labor statesmen' like Murray,
Green, Lewis, Reuther, Tobin, Du-
binsky, etc. “'did little more than
call names while the Taft-Hartley
Act impended.'” The only thing
they really put their hearts and
efforts into, was the *job of dis-
couraging and squelching effective
mass action, They believed it pos-
sible to sweep back the reactionary
tide with a paper broom of tele-
grams and petitions.” But the greal-

to pass the bill.

for this betrayal of the workers' in-
stinciive desire Lo fight the bill in

est flood of protest letters and tele- |
grams in the history of Congress| Wall Street.
did not for a moment halt the drive | crastinate in carrying out this Task

The pamphlet poses the funda-
mental question confronting Amer-
ican labor., “Who shall govern lhe
land? What class shall govern this
country? What shall be the fate of
mankind?" and who will deeide this
fate? They show that there is “no
misunderstanding among the top
cireles of the capitalist class about
the real issues. That
fight as a class, with every weapon
at their command, mercilessly and
without compromise. The Taft-
Hartley Act is a declaration of totzal
war against lzbor. In this tolal
war, their ¢hief weapon is their po-
litical monopoly, their state appara-
tus, their government, their Llwo-
party system.”

That 1s why {he most imporiant
task today facing the American
labor movement is the task of build-
|ing a Labor Party now. The work-
ing class must have its own inde-
pendent political instrument with
which to fight the two paries of
“To hesitate or pro-

No. 1 is to invite disaster,” the au-

The pamphlet explains the reason!thors warn.

The pamphlet proposes that a Na-
| tional United Labor Conference of

by the fascist regimes in Ttaly and | 3 correct class form. These corrupt | “representatives of all unions, with

Germany.

“At one blow it wipes|ang fearful labor leaders “are bound full rank and [ile representation,

out legal rights won i a centuy 15 the capitalist system and its way | must be convened as quickly as pos-

of bitter struggle.”
Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitu-
tion, It is designed to cripple the
union movement. So savage is Lhis
bill that its sponsors themselves "“do
not dare to enforce all its pro-
visions at one stroke. But the pol-
soned barbs are there, ready for use
against organized labor."”

The pamphlet demonstrates that
the fierce anti-labor drive in this
country is part and parcel of Wall
Streel's drive to conquer the world,
The Taft-Hartley Act ''is the domes-
tic section of Wall Street’s plans for

training. They are tied by a thou-
sand threads to the capitalist gov-
ernment and the political parties of
Wall Street, A few union officials
like Lewis, stand under the Repub-
lican wing of the Wall Street vul-
ture. Most of them flock under Lhe
Democzratic wing. They know no
other political game but that of
back-room deals, petty intrigues, and
button-holing labor's political cne-
mies for small personal favors.” And
"the role of the Communist Party
(Stalinist) was most pernicious of

It violates the | Jife by their whole tradition and! ible. The main poinl on the asend:

must be the complete break of the
unions from the capitalist parties
and the launching of the Labor
Party.”

The Socialist Workers Party urges
that the slogan of this Conference
te: A Labor Slate in "¢8! Pul
’Lubm' in the White House! No one
in  Congress not controlled by
Labor!"

This pamphlel deserves Lo be read
by every working man and woman
|in the coumntry.

—Evelyn Atwood

New Labor C_z—ar, Denham:

The Man and His Record

In veloing
Slave Labor Law. President Tru-
man assumed the pose of an op-
ponent of this measure: hut his

subsequent actions belie this pose. |

Let us take as an instance the char-
acter and record of Llhe man ap-
pointed by Truman o the key post
under tia: Taft-Hartley Law—the
post of General Counsel, who has
sweeping powers and the final say
on what ecases may be prosecuted
under this law.

Truman's appointee to this post of
labor czar is Robert N. Denham,
who blandly describes his  back-
ground as ‘‘entirely financial and
Industrial.”

SERVES BIG BUSINESS

This self-avowed creature of Big
Business began his carcer as a cor-
poration lawyer in Seatlle. He next
became so closely altached to the
financiers as Lo serve as manager
for a Wall Street brokerase house
in its Washington office.

He [irst popped up in an official
capacity in 1933 as a ‘reorganizer"
of shaky national banks which had
been closed down at the Lime. Five

vears later. in 1938, he received an | by fighting on all occasions for the |

appointment as NLRB trial exam-
iner, in which capacity he continued
to serve Lhe corporations [ailhfully,

Denham himself makes no secrel
of his unswerving hostility (o the
Wagner Acl Lhroughout his years of
tenure as NLRB trial examiner. In
a recent statement he declared:

I have always resented the fact

him.

This corporation lawyer and ex-
isl.ocl; broker, who is now so greatiy
| concerned about ‘“‘firm" enforce-
ment of law, did everything in his
previous capacity to undermine the
law he was supposed to uphold. His
entire record as NLRB trial exam-
iner is studded with unceasing ef-
forts to circumvent the Wagner Act
in behalf of the employers.

TO LEGALIZE SCABBING

In one case Denham declared it

be replaced by scabs. He not only
refused to order the reinstatement
of these strikers but subsequently
ruled that none of them could vote
in the NLRB election. (The Taft-
Hartley law contains precisely such
a provision and, as we shull see,
| Denham is credited with having in-
! spired it.)

He is likewise credited with being
the originator of rulings whereby
workers fired for union activity
were refused back-pay after rein-
statement, unless Lthey had previous-
lv registered for other jobs with the
USES.
|  He further distinguished himself

broadest possible interpretation of
]('hc employver's “right to fire."” This
by no means exhausts Denham's
record as “‘enforcer”’ of the Wagner
Act.

| His chief claim to distinction,
however. is the behind-the-scenes
role he played in the drafting of the
Taft-Hartley Bill. According to the

that the Wagner Act left the em- | weekly United States News, Aug. 1.

ployer in a helpless position .

this wus accomplished in the follow-

Now we have a law that provides | ing manner:

for his defense.” In the same breath

he addeq that the Taft-Hartley pro-' ham found a quiet approach te the |

“As the law was drafted, Mr. Den-

the Taft-Hartley visions would be firmly enforced by commiltee rooms where it was wril-

ten. Senator Forrest (. Donnell
(Rep.) of Missouri, a2 member of the
Senate Labor Committee, is an old
friend of Mr., Denham's from col-
Iege days at the Universily of . Mis-
sourl. Senator Donnell took a num-
ber of Mv., Denham's ideas to the
Committee and they were writlen
into the aw."

tRABm ENEMY

I Fittingly enough, this rabid enemy
|of labor, who used his previous po-
sition Lo obstruer the law on the

legal for strikers to be fired and to|jo4ks and o help write the most

vicicus picee of anti-fabor legisla-
tion ever passed in this counlry, an-
nounced that he would tolerate no
jone of his legal statf who had even
the  slightest miental  reservations
Labout the new legislation.  Accord-
ing to a UP dispatch Aug. 2, Den-
ham's first petion, upen being sworn
m as General Counsel, was Lo or-
der an immediate “large-seale
house-cleaning” of the NLRB.
Such is the “impartial™ man
whem the “friend of labor™ in the
White House has appointed to this
key post,

NEWARK

Trotsky
Memorial Meeting

’ Speiakor:
ALAN KOHLMAN
Frichey, dwg. 22830 ), 11,

423 Springfield Ave.
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is why they

June Exports Sag As |
Production Slides Down

The eyes of businessmen are now focused with anx-
iety on unexpected developments in foreign trade.
Capitalist experts believe that the fate of their capi-
talist economy hinges on the continuation of the export
boom. In his mid-year economic yeport, President Tru-
man boasted about the unprecedented exports as one of
the three main props sustaining high preduction levels
and employment. This is correct in the sense that once
the outlets for industry on the domestic arket become
completely clogged, Lhe sole avenue ol sulvation for
capitalists lies in the world murket.

Up to now these foreign outlets seemed more than
ad®quate to take up any slack at home. American ex
port trade hit the record figure of almost a billion and
a half dollars in May. Optimism prun high and there
was talk both in Washington and Wall Street of stabi-
lizing exports at an even higher annual ruate of 20 bil-
lion dollars for at least the remainder of tins year,

DISILLUSIONMENT AND ALARM

But June has brought with it disillusionment and
even alarm. According to the fgures released lust week
by the Census Bureaw, exports dipped sharply in June,
declining by 13% to a total below a billion and a quarter,

The most sober among the lurcign trade specialists
incline to the view that this drop marks a turning point
in the export flood. The preliminary estimates for July
tend to bear this out. Henceforward, in their opinion,
exports will continue to recede. Some ol the forecasls
are rather pessimistic.

The Wall Street Journal, Aug. 1, reports that “one big
bank which finances trade around the world,” expects
a drop, of abou! 30% by the end of the year.

It is not expected that the Marshall Plan, by extend-
ing new billions in loans, credits and outright gifts to
Europe, will materially alter this gloomy prospect. Thus,
in the opinion of authoritative Wall Street Journal, “no
lend-or-give plan to sustain Europe could in itself keep
the export flood from receding." Here are the interest-
ing and quite cogent reasons for this conclusion:

"Biggest exports are going to countries outside Eu=~
rope. Shipments to Soulth America and non-U.S. North
America are bigger than those to all Europe combined,
And although the feed-the-world side of exports gets
the most publicity, manufactured goods are the real
backbone of the export boom. Shipments of foodstuffs
in May added up to $224 million. But non-food manu-
factures like textiles, machinery and electrical equipment
totaled over a billion dollars,”

INITIAL DECLINES REGISTERED

The prospects of Europe absorbing textiles and durable
goods at the rate of a billion dollars a month obviously
do not enter the minds of the most sanguine proponents
of the Marshall Plan,

It is noteworthy that while booming exports have
undoubtedly helped sustain industrial activity in the first
half of this year, industry has nevertheless registered
its initial declines. Precisely in the period when exports
were rising to record heights, total output of manufac-
tured goods and minerals dropped from 190 in March
to 183 in June, according to the Federal Reserve index.

Manufacturers' shipments in June slid off by 200 mil~
lion dollars, while their inventories shot up by another
third of a billion to a new record total of 22.7 billion
follars. This gain was accounted for entirely by the
durable goods industries which are now confronted with
dwindling foreign outlets,

In the meantime, the already limited foreign pur-
chasing power has undergone still another reduction
Lhrough the new general price rise that is now in
Progress.

These new f{actors aggravate the economic situation.
For their tendency is to speed up the rate at which
industry is declining. As both the domestic and foreign
outlets prove capable of absorbing less and less, the
swollen inventories of the manufacturers, which up to
new have served, as a major factor in sustaining produc-
tion at high levels, will suddenly become transtormed
into the greatest single obstacle o industrial activity.

Joh Statistics Show
How Liars Can Figure

The latest official figures on employment, in Tru-
man’s recent Economic Report, would bave us believe
that the goal of 60,000,000 jobs has been reached, To
those who know that “liars can figure and figures can
lie,”" Truman's statistics have a slight odor about them,

A closer scrutiny of these figures, together with fl-
Juminating hints that appear lhere and there in the
press, reveals a situation that is scarcely conducive to
joy and optimism.

An article in the News of the Week section of the
N. Y. Times, July 27, by Washington correspondent Jo-
seph A Loftus, observes that Truman's employment fig-
ures “need gualification before Americans begin to cone.
pratulate themselves and throw caution overboard.”

He reports that “the seasonal factor is evidently}
responsible for a substantial part of the employment
peak.  Agricultural employment always rises at this
time of year and declines after harvest time." »

Agricultural employment, he points oul, normallyj
rises to about 10,000,000 in midsummer and drops to
a low of 6.000,000 after harvest.

“Thus a drop of 4,000,000 in agriculture will residt
in a corresponding drop in total employment. He
adds: “Some declines may -also be expected in con-
struction with the beginning of nnfavorable weather,”
ADDED FOUR OR FIVE MILLION

Truman's figure for employment was obtained by
adding four or five million to the actual total of per-
manently employved.

“In other words,” says Loftus, “there is still quite
a way to go before reaching an annual average of 60,-
000,000 jobs" and “not merely 60,000,000 summertime
jobs.”

He observes a further phenomenon, which the Tru-
man report failed to stress. “When employment rose
in June, unemplovment did too.”

Here is the crux of the matter. Truman’s “experts”
could pad the employment figures to give a good mouth-
fillng and vote-catching total. But they could not
altogetner conceal the decisive fact — thul there is
steadily mounting unemploymeiit.

According to the U, S. Bureau of Census, which
issued Lhe 60,000,000 employment figure for June, there
was simultaneously unemployvment of 2;555,000. This was
a rise of 600,000 in one month,

The most significant increase of unemployment (s
in manufacturing, where there were 150,000 less per-
sons employed in May than in April, and 250,000 fewer
than in March.

Thal this trend has continued is indicated by the
report of the New York State Labor Board that factory
Jobs in that key state dropped another 20,000 in June.

In certain industries; such as textiles, unemployment
has become acute. Joseph W. Knapik, president of the
CIO Dyers” Federation, recently said: “The depression
in the dyeing, finishing and printing industry is not
around the corner — it is alveady here, and we can look
for less than 20 per cent of our plants to work full
time between now and Labor Day, with the remaining
80 per cenl on a part time basis."” ¥

What is the real employment situation? Truman’s
figures don't tell us the truth. But it is evident that
unemplcyment is considerably worse than the govern-
ment admits. And it is further evident that the jobless
lrend leaves no room for any optimism,
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Her Eyes Opened
By Indonesia War

Editor:

I worked in a war plant during
the war. I gave a ccnsiderable part
of my wages to buy war bonds. I
did this because I hate fascism and
imperialism and wanted to help de-
stroy them. T did not agree with
yvour paper that my work and my
money were being ased to aid Big
Business.

Well, now I have had my eyes
apened, and so have many others,
Part of the ammunition I helped to
produce is now probably being used
to kill innocent people in Indonesia
who have the same ideas about fas-
cism that I have. And part of the
money 1 lent for war bonds may
have been used by the government
as a loan to the Dutch government
to help finance them in this terri-
ble war.

1 also want to tell you that my
husband. who is of Dutch descent
and volunteered for the U.sS. Army
rartly because he wanted to free the
Dutch people from Nazi rule, fecls
exactly the same about this ma'-
ter as ¥ do, And I am sure that the
majority of the Dutch people feel
the same.

Housewife and Worker
New York City

Questions Analysis

Of Economic Trend

Editor:

In The Militant, May 24, John G.
Wright, whose articles on the econ- |
omic situation I found quite inform- '
ative, analyzed the behavior of the
stock-market and concluded that it
must of necessity go down, “down-
ward at an ever dizzier pace.”" In-
stead, as vou know, the stocks ac-
tually rose to this year's highs.
Wasn't this prediction therefore ob-
viously wrong? And don't you think
the readers of The Militant have an
explanation coming to them?

JV.
Boston, Mass.

Explanation Offered
By John G. Wright

Editor:

If I left any reader with a miscon-
ception that mv comments on Wall
Street’s behavior in May were de-
signed to forecast the concrete
movement of stocks in the next few
weeks, then I have no choice but to
apologize for not having made my
meaning more clear. It was—and is
—furthest from my mind to fore-
cast market fluctuations over any
short-term period. This belongs to
the field of crystal-gazing and not
of scientific analysis.

My purpose is to determine future
trends of the cconomy as a whole
and in this particular instance I
merely sought to depict these trends
as they are reflected in the gyra-
tions of the stock-market, which
mirrors the movement of economy
as a whole, even if in a highly dis-.
torted form. The article cited by
J. V. analyzes the bearish moods
prevalent in May and concludes!
with the following statement: “This!
will determine its (Wall Strect's)

l

| Hansen,

ket are as common as temporary
downswings in a bull market. Early
this yvear there took place a rather
pronounced upswing, vet even Wall
Street’s most optimistic prognosti-
cators did not view this as a re-
versal of frend, which, since the
sharp break in May, 1946, has been
distinctly bearish, despite such fluc-
tuations as the recent eight-week
“bull market.”

The latter development can hardly
as yel be construed as a definitive
reversal of this trend.

This is especially interesting in
view of the general consensus of
authoritative opinion that the *'yre-
cession'' envisaged by the capitalists
themselves will not take place this
vear. If that is so, then why doesn’t
the market., which 1s supposed 1o
discount future Llrends, vigorously
push up beyond the 1946 highs?

Morcover, with the hiking of steel
prices we are now amid u general
price rise. Yet the market is still
extremely hesitant to reflect this
upward movement of prices in terms
of stock quotations.

The correct answer is, in my opin-
jion, the lack of condidence of Lhe
capitalists themselves in their own
system and their imability to decide
just what course thev should pursue.
I have tried to show in my articles
what are the deep-going econumic
reasons for this persistent pessimisin
And since the economic trends are
distinctly downward, I am still of
the opinion that the most likely
variant for Wall Street is  still
“downward, and at an cver dizzier
pace."

For the reasons why T think, in
the light of the latest developments. |

that the bear market will be vidden

to the bottom, I refer J. V. to my

article ““Wall Street's Epic Tucsday™”
(The Militant, Aug. 4).

John G. Wright

New York

Appreciated Series

By Ernest Germain
Editor:

Let me offer my thanks for vour
excellent series en Germany, 1947
by Ernest Germain. I happen to
have a certain interest in Germany
because T spent some lime on her
soil as-a soldier during the recent
war. Ever since coming home, I
have continued to read various ve-
ports about conditions there and
I must confess that yvour series was

the best, most graphic and reveal- |

ing of all T have come across. T am
glad to sce that I am hot alone in
urging that the German  people
should not be punished for c¢rimes
committed by the German rulers
tand rulers of other countries),

T also enjoy the articles by Joseph
James P. Cannon, Art
Preis, Theodore Kovalesky, William
E. Bohannan and Grace Carlson,

S.
Florida

Pins All His Hopes
On Henry Wallace

Editor:

I would like you to discontinue
sending me your paper.
If we are to get anywhere, the

interest to the woirkers. Keep them short and includa yowr namc and addiress.

'Don’t Cast Your Vote
For the Atomic Bomb

Editor:

I want to say that any man who
votes for the two old parties, the
Democerals end Republicans, is vot-
|in;: for Lhic atomic bomb.
| The rulers who dropped the
| atomic bomo on two cities, killing
innocent npeople, cannot be trusted.
They will not spare the people who
vote for them.

. It's not Stalin they're after in
‘the Soviet Union but what little is
left the Russian people of the gains
won in Lenin's and Trotsky's day.
L. B. Courts,

Hamilton, Ohio

Jobless Family Kicked
From Pillar to Post

Editor:

Enclosed ¢ a clipping” from Lhe
iccal press about the suffering of
the Brink family, which attracted
considerable attention here. The sit-
uation of this family of 11 pcople
seems Lo me svmbolic of the life of
the poor under the capitalist sys-
tem

Here is a famlly which has been
knncked from pillar to post. Five
years agq tiey left their Oklahoma
farm for a better life in California.
Work on orchards and farm was
found by Mr. Brink. With the end
of the war. however. work became
scarce ang the family was forced to
apply for county relief.

They were accepted and given
$278 per month. In addition, their
application for admission into the
Basilone Iousing Project was ac-
cepted. and they moved there. The
family managed to eke out a miser-
able existence even with the help of
misiit county clothing.

Preparing for the coming depres-
sion, the Los Angcles County relief
administration decided to adhere to
the California law. which states that
| no person is eligible to receive re-
{ lief unless he or she has been a self-
supporting citizen for three years in
California,

A month ago. the Brink family
was given the alternative of return-
ing to Oklahoma or having their re-
lief cut down to $126 per month.
The family was cajoled and hound-
led by the press and the county re-
lief authorities until they decided to

20 Lack to their farm land in Okla- |

homa.

They ran out of funds on the way.
And when they got there, the sup-
posed farm land turned out to be a
ymirage. It had been sold for lack
tof tax pavment. The family applied
for relief in Oklahoma and was
turned down on the ground they
were citizens of California! They
then applied for aid from the Sal-
vation Army.

Especially now, when a new de-
|;):'ossi()|1 is being prepared, the suf-
ferings of the Brink family should
|b(' a warning for the labor move-
ment. Unemployed workers should
inet be left to shift for themselves
and become victims and weapons of
the employers fighting against the
employved workers.

j The trade unions should form un-
'em);lu_\'ed committies and meet in

a general labor conference to fight

| for trade union wages for the un-

general trend, amid minor fluctua- | werkers have to unite, not fight | employved. for opening the idle fac-

tions, in the next period. namely:|

cach different clan. A man like

tories, and for reduction of weekly

downward, and at an ever dizzier |\allace is the best we can hope for | Working hours without any reduc-

pace."
Upward movements, sharp and
modcrate alike, in a declining mar-

al Lhis stage of evolution
David Noller
Oakland, Calif.

lien in weckly take-home pay.
Harry Thompson
Florida

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers at these Local Activities of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON-—2nd floor, 8 S. Howard
Sl. Open Mon. through Friday,
3 to 5 pm,; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—-30 Stuart St. Open Sat-
urdays 1 pm. o 5 p.m.; Tuesdays
7:30 W0 9:30 p.m,

BUFFALO — Militant  Forum, 629
Main St., 2nd floor. Phone MAdi-
son 3960. Open every afternoon
except Sunday.

CHICAGO—T777T W. Adams (corner
Halsted). Open 11 am. W 5 p.m,
daily, except Sunday. Phonce
Dearborn 4767. Library, book-
store.

’

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at Peck's
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St.. (off Wade
Park Ave.).

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
Current events forum and open
house, Saturday from 8 p.m.

FLINT—215 E, Ninth St., Flint 3,
Mich. Open Monday through
Friday, 5 to 9 pm.

LOS ANGELES—Militant publish-
ing Assn., 316« W. Pico Blvd.
Open daily, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644,

SAN PEDRO — Militant publishing
Assn,,—1008 S. Pacific, Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square,
Room 11. Discussion every Tues-
day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays
1-5 p.m.

MILWAUKEE—Militunt Bookshop,
608 S. 5 St., open 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St
open 10 am. to 6 p.m. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 778)
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 835
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open Ist
and 3rd Monday, 7:30-9:30 p.an.
Sunday forums, 2nd and 4th of
month, 8:30 p.m.

NEWARK — 423 Springficld Ave

Phone Blgeclow 3-2574. Library and |

reading room open weck nights,
7-10 p.m.
Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Discus-

sion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st |

floor, phone TT 2-0101.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton
Phone ST. 3-7433,

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St,, phone
CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND. Cal.—Meetings Wednes-
day, Odd Fellows Temple, 410-11th
St. For information write to P.O.
Box 1351.

PHILADELPHTA —1302-05 W. Gi-
rard Ave., 2nd floor, Open daily,
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone Stev-
enson 5820.

St.,

'PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd

floor.

Open Forum 2nd and 4th Mon-
days 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Marxist  Study Class every
Thursday 7-9 pan. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO-—Hceadquarters 432 F
St., R. 213: open 7 to 9 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

SAN FRANCISCO—School of Social
Science, 305 Grant Ave, cor. of
Grant and Sutter, 4th floor, open
from 12 noon to 4:30 p.m., daily
except Sunday, Phone EXbrook
1926.

SEATTLE—1919'2 Second Ave. Open
10:30 am. to 2:30 p.un. Mon.
through Fri., 12 to 5 p.m. Sat.

Phone SE 0453 Library, book-
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic Train-
ing Class.
ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd.,
|  Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30—
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul
2, Phone Garfield 1137. Open
daily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings every
Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawcett. Discus-
sions on currvent topics, For infor-
mation, write P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St, Clair St., 2nd
floor. Open daily.

IYOUNGSTOWN — 35! South Ave,,

Youngstown 3, O. Open 12-5 pm.,

Monday through Saturday. Phone

3-1355.

By Albert Parker

I began to study my pay check
alter I got home tonight, bt 1
eot demoralized when T tried 1o
figure out how the family was go-
ing to get along on il next week,
Seeking to get my mind off that
question for a while, 1 started
thinking
money cut ofl my pay by my hoss
in his  secondary  capacity  as
Uncle Sam’s relentless tax collez-
tor. They had taken away $4.20, not
counting social security payments, or
more than a dime out of every dol-
lar I'd made.

What happened lo thal money?
Who got it. and what was it used
for, and did they need it more than
I?2 At first I plaved wilh the idea
of writing the U.S. Treasury and
asking for an accounting. But hav-
ing nothing else to do al the mo-
ment, I decided to do it myself. It
might not be as accurate down 1o
the last fraction of a cent as if il
was prepared in Washington, but it
would probably be a lot clearer, in
a political sense.

So I took the daily newspaper, a

here Is the list 1 drew up.

for a new war. Of course, one-third
of my $4.20 wouldn't pay for more

think tkat this sum is broken up,
perhaps in this way:
SHIPPING ARMS

A dime 1s being used toward the
cost of transporting
worth of arms now oan the way

Greece, with a lot more to tollow |

| When those arms get there, they
will be used (o help

l'in the North and Lo arrest the work-

|
abow the amoant of |

pencil and a shect of paper, and:

Something like one-third of the and Trench ,
budget is being used to get ready down Indonesian and Indo-Chinese ' fee on economic affairs which will

$35.000,00n Bill: the 15% Rent Increase Bill; g t 5
to | the bill to end portal-to-portal pay that. I like to think, is going to be

‘ the Greek Triman
l"w“m‘(‘h.\' shoot down the guerrillas bills were e

ITHAT'S WHERE
MY MONEY GOES

lars needed for Truman’s witch hunt
to establish ‘‘thought control"
among government employes.

A nickel for the FBI so that it
can continue its failure to do any-
thing resulting in the conviction of
known lynchers in the South.

A dime to help pay the $49,000
annual salary and expenses of Theo-
dore Bilbo, even though as a result
of mass protest he was never seated
in the Senate.

| A nickel to help provide free post-
|agc service cnabling members of
Congress to write their constituents
and cxplain that killing price con-
trols is not responsible for price in-
creases.

A dime toward the persecution of
the Communist ParLy and its front
organizations—six cents for the
House Un-American Committee and
four cents for the federal courts.

A nickel toward financing the
union-crippling activities of the new
“labor czar™ and National Labor

1
I PPl L L (TP

|

|

R

And finally, to make up the §1.40,
or one-third of my fax deduction, a
| full 25 cents toward the propaganda
| being put out by the War Depart-
lment to convince me and other
American citizens that we need
peacetime conscription.

TO PAY FOR LAST WAR

That Look care, partly, of the next
war, But thete fs still the last war | Relations Board.
to be taken care of, and we will be | A dime toward the costs of elec-
paying on that one for decades to | tricity in the Senate when a fili-
come. So- buster is going on.

Sixty cents toward the price of A nickel for the purchase of kero-
World War II. (This includes the Sene to be poured on “surplus” po-
production of large amounts of guns 2t0oes; a dime o per.yade farmers
and planes and ammunition which Bt to grow too much food.

';arc now being used by the Dutch Fifteen cents toward the financ-
imperialists to mow | ing of another presidential commit-

fighters for independence.) assure us not to worry because there
l That brings the total to an even |I1Sn't going to be another depression

than a few bullets, but T prefer t0'g2 ang leaves $2.20 to be divided | ---this year,

for expenses on the home front: A nickel to help keep the nation's
A dime each for printing the fol- | €apitol x'l'mumg on a strictly Jim
lowing pieces of Congressional legis- | Crow basis.

lation: Taft-Hartley Slave Labor| That leaves exactly 25 cents out
of my original 34.20. And all of

and cut the guts out of the Wage- ; Used toward the payment of the life-
Hour Law: the bill endorsing the 'ong $3.376 a year pension to be puid
Doctrine. (Al of these '@ ex-Representative Andrew ).
nacted into law.) May, who has just been sentenced
apicce toward printing to jail for accepting bribes in con-

A nickel

ers in the cities because they have bills on the following subjects: Low |nection with war contracts when he

the nerve to ask for some of the
four freedowms.

A nicke! will be used in Turkey
to pay the carfare of a government
official going down town to close
| up one of the opposition newspapers
| because it wrote sometlhing about
the desirability of free elections.

Another nickel will go to pay the
salary of the U.S. Military Governor
in Germany who threatened to apply
(he death penalty to any Germun
workers guilty of participating in
demonstrations for something Lo eat.

A dime o help provide at reduced
prices the liquor rition of the of-
ficers in the military mission in Bra-
2il to promote the Truman “arms
standardization plan.'” even though
Congress has not yet authorized it.

A dime for the ribbon of the type-
writer 1n  MacArthur's office In
Tokyo which will be used to prepare
more anti-general strike decrees.

A nickel to contribute to the [lving
pay of an officer sent to China to
train Lroops to uphold the regime
of the butcher Chiang Kai-shek.

A dime for the new law “‘unify-
ing™ the armed forces which will re-
sult in even more red tape, dupli-
cation and wasto in the Army, Navy
and Air Forces than bhefore,

Fifteen cents for the production
and stockpiling of more alomic
bombs.

A nickel toward the expenses of
Nazi scientists brought over here to
help in the development of bac-
teriological wurfare.

A dime to cover the extra costs
resulting from separate Jim Crow
training and quarters for Negro
troaps,

Fifteen cents foward the cost of
printing a new manual teaching
troops how to take care of “riots”
by striking workers,

A dime toward the
Colonel Kilian, commander
Litchfield prison camp.

A nickel toward the production of
Victory Medals for millions of sal-
diers, sailors and marines.

pension  of
of the

Minneapolis SWP
Holds Successful
Outdoor Festival

MINNEAPOLIS. Aug. 3 —Close

to 150 members and Triends of

the Minneapolis Branchi of the
Socialist Workers Party gathered at
the Tenth Annual Raspberry Festi-
val held here last Sunday, A Lra-
ditional summer event of the Min-
neapolis Branch, this yvear's festival
was celebrated al a beautiful picnic
site on the bluffs overlooking the
Miunnesota River,

Under the direction of the Social
Committee, a full program of games
and sports events was arranged for
the picnickers. Baseball and voiley
ball games attracted .lhe adulls
while the children enjoved bean-
bag throwing, quoits and other
playground games. Another feature
of the festival, which was popular
with the children of all ages. was
the hot-dog. ice cream, pop and
candy stand.

A picnic supper of “potalo and
macaroni saleds. sandwiches, rasp-
berry sundaes and colfee was served
to all late in the afternoon. Mem-
bers of the Social Committee, which
arranged the 1947 Raspberry Festi-
val, were Ila Stone, Prentice Stone,
Evelyn De Boer, Harry De Boer
and Bill Cwran,

cost housing: a 65 cents minimum | Was chairman of the House Mili-
wage law; equal pay for women; |tary Affairs Cemmittee.

labolition of the poll tax; a federal| These —are thought - provoking
anti-lynching bill: outlawing of dis- | ings to ponder over on pay day.
crimination in industry: ending Jim | They should be equally thought-

Crow in the armed forces; author-
ization of an effective flood control
i program; adequate funds to promotle
| education: admission of 400,000 dis-
' placed persons during the next four
lyears. (None of these was passed.)

A dime toward paying the wages
of the distinguished jurists on the
U.S. Supr¢me Court who upheld
Truman'’s strikebreaking injunction
in the coal strike last winter,

A nickel to support the Depart-
ment of Justice for whitewashing
the election frauds in Kansas City.

A dime toward! the 24 million dol-

provoking on election day.

|
|

Gratitude

NEW YORK. Aug. 4+—The fol-
lowing letter, sent to the Ameri-
can  Committee  for  European
Workers Reliell is typical of the
with relief
packages are received in Eorope.
Dear Friends:

I can't tell you about our joy
when we received your two pack-
ages of clothing.and I send you
and the committee the most heart-
felt thanks. We can use every-
thing very well since we have to
start from scratch with everything
since we have nothing left. There
is a lot of talk here about "recon-
struction™ but we have been wait-
ing for this for two years. After
all, we have Lo eat up the soup the
fascists cooked for us. You can
buy absolutely nothing here.
NEEDS BABY CLOTHES

Our grealest worry Lthese days
were shoes for our little girl, and
we were talking about how lo get
a pair of very sturdy ones for her.

pathetic  joy which

LOS ANGELES

Series of Lectures
Fridays, 8 p. m.

Angust 15—
"THE AMERICAN WORKER, A
SURVEY OF THE WORKING-CLASS
PARTIES IN THE U. S

by Murry Weiss

1259 S. PLYMOUTH BLVD.
[Near Pico Blvd., 3 blocks
West of Crenshaw)

Showh for

ACEWR Relief Items

And that was exactly what was in
the package! For her the joy was
doubly pgreat. Dear friend, forgive
me for being so immodest to come
with a request which perhaps you
cannot grant, I am expecting
something which in normal times is
a cause for joy. That is, an addi-
tion to the family, (This will be
'the last time.) If you would be
|able to get me some baby stuff we
would be terribly grateful to you.
{ For we do not know how to get it
here.

It would be possible to make it
from old laundry, but this un-
fortunately i non-existent. All we
own for instance so far as bed
| linen is concerned is one set, and
jthls is breaking down from con-
istant. washing and quick drying.
So we arc in a bad fix, out of which
|yon can help us, perhaps.

As far as my health is concerned,
1 feel a little better and will soon
get treatment in a sanatorium.
Now I close with fraternal greet-
lings.

J. B., Frankfort, Germany.

The writer of this letter suffers
from tuberculosis. The ACEWR
has undertaken to send him regu-
lar food packages high In fat con-
tent to help him on his road to
health.

In the name of this man, the
ACEWR asks for contributions of
baby clothing, oils, talcum powxer,
safety pins, vitamins, and most
| particularly, castile soap. Any such
! contributions may be sent to local
"chapter offices or direct to the na-
| tonal office at 130 W, 23rd. St., New
York 11, N. Y.

Recreation. stimulation. in

Rates: $25 for 9 days; $4 & day for
$15 for 9 days; $2 a day for

Write for

WEST COAST VACATION SCHOOL
September 6 through 14

Operated on a cooperative basis to provide friends of
THE MILITANT a vacation at reasonable rates and an oppor-
tunity to study the problems of the labor movement.

sphere. with all modern fucilities.

WORKMEN'’S CIRCLE CAMP

Carbon Canyon, San Bernardino County

Includes board, lodging, classes, swimming pool and all camp equipment.

reservations

West Coast Vacation School
316 West Pico Blvd.,

a unique and comradely atmo-

adults;
children under I5.

and information to:

Los Angeles 15, Calif.

|
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tant subscriptions
during the first week.
reports for
“sub-getting luck was bad the sce- | gram, and to socialist ideas.™

First Week of C

Seattle’s campaign to get Mili-
netted 15 subs
Irene Joyce
the branch that thetr

ond Sunday; only four subs were
obtained.” She savs. however. Lhat
the comrades "hope to send more
subs next week.”

*

The San Pedro Branch of Los
Angeles Locil mailed in 9 subserin-
tlions. Results of the week's sub-
getting have not been received from
the other branches in the Local as
yet, but San Pedro's 9 will help
boost the total.

*

~

The Boston comrades are follow-
ing-up on all the expired Militant
subs in their area, making sture that
they get renewal-subs from all
those people who want {o continue
reading the paper. They sent in
9 renewal-subs today. Rena Breshi
reports that “some of Lhe comrades
who went out on renewals have
asked the subscribers how they feel
about the 15¢% rent boost. Most
of the persons asked this question
put up quite a protest against the
new law.”

The comrades in Connecticut
State Branch are likewise concen-
trating on getting
from those subscribers who want to
continue reacding The Militant every

-

week. Gene Abel, Literalure Agent,

“In  our discussions

says: with

'THE MILITANT ARMY
Seattle Nets 15 Subs

renewal-subs |

-

——
' readers whose subs have expired, we

rare getting a clearer picture of
‘thvir reaction to The Militant, to
the Socialist Workers Party pro-

= 4 *

»Just a few lincs to state that
I'm the new Militant Manager for
‘lhc Milwaukee Branch in the com-
ing term. T hope that T'll be able
to function in as efficient a man-
2)0" as Fred Martin has in the
vastt This note is from Carel An-
drews.  We welcome Milwaukee's
new  Militant Manager. "

* * *

J. W. C., a Militant booster in
| Kewanee, Hlinois, has sct l)im§elf
up as a onc-man sub-getting team.
| He sent in four one-year subscrip-
tions this weeck, which makes a
"total of 8 new readers who can
| thank this booster for introducing
them to The Militant,

D. H. B. a Militant booster in
Santa Monieca, Calif,, sent in a one-

year sub for a friend in Ballimore.

» & 0=

W. T, Y., of Cincinnati, Ohio, re-
| newed his subscription for one year,
| stating: “I hke The Militant vVery
I muelh because it prints the truth.
]X could sell a number of papers if
I hadl them.”

The help of this friend in getting
other workers to read 'The Militant
is more than welcome. We urge all
| Militant readers 10 get thelr friends
to subseribe (o the paper.

PIONEER NOTES

A Vital Book on the Jewish Questi;ﬁ

Pioneer Publishers announc
solicit funds from sympathizers
The Materialist Conception of the

New York Local of the Social-4.—

ist. Workers Party has organmzed
a committee 1o work on this fund-

= the opening of a campaign to

for the publication of the book,
Jewish Problem by A, Leon,

with enthusiasm on Leon's brilliant
analysis of the Jewish “enigma’* and
his historical explanation of the

contacts who have expressed through

raising project and already over $1U0  rise of the Zionist movement. The
has been collected from friends and | tragic events now taking place in
Palestine, combined with the ter-
rible plight of the European Jews,
are leading to a crisis in the na-
book published. SWP branches in|tionalist movement. Leon's book
Chicago, New Haven. San Francisco | peints the way to the solution of
and Minneapolis have also begun | the Jewish problem.

contacting svmpathizers for contri- In this country. Wall Street’s all-

butions. out war against the American labor

It is Pioneer's aim Lo reach those | movement is bound to be accom-
friends and sympathizers of the So- Ipani(‘d by the growth of fascist ten-
cialist Workers Party who would dencies and new waves of viclous
have a particular interest in this anti-Semitism,  which  will  fmpel
publication. A specially inscribed more and more of the Jewish peo-
copy of the book” will be given ple here to look for a fundamental
to everyone who contributes $10 or 'solution. This solution is presenitéd
more. Advance orders for the book. | in Leon's book in clear and compre-
which will sell for $2, will be taken hensive form—the solution of inter-
during the course of the campaign. national socialism.

HEROIC FIGURE The American edition of the Leon

00 rill i S
e o A e, v ane or| 205 W e ot e
the great heroic figures of world | ! ¢

. by his comrade and collaborator,
Trotsk_vlsx_n. Nat-lom\.l *Secretary ol | Ernest Germain.
the Belgian Trotskyist party and .
one of the leaders of the Fourth In-| You can help make possible the
ternational in Europe during the publishing of _t.hls vitally important
dark years of the war, he never let Look by sending your contribution,
up his work for a moment during no matter how small, to PIONEER
the Nazi occupation of Belgium and | & UBLISHERS, 116 University Place,
France, tirelessly continuing the | N€W York 3, N.¥. A $10 donation

fight for international socialism in|entitles you to a free inscribed copy.
illegality and under the most dan-
gerous circumstances. He was ar-
rested by the Gestapo in Belgium in
June 1944 and died a martyr's death |
in the Nazi concentration camp in
Auschwitz—at the age of 26! [

Leon's book. which has already
Leen published in French bul is un-|
available in English, is a first-rank
addition to lhe great literature ol

their generous contributions their
interest in seeing Ahis important

——

LYNN
Special Drive to
Collect Clothing,

Medical Supplies and
Donations

August 4-18

Marxism. Readers of Fourth Inter- 149-A Franklin St.
national, already acquainted with Auspices:
chapters from the bhook published | American Committee for
in that magazine's issues of Oct Europcan Workers Reliet

and Dec., 1946, and Mar., Apr. and
June of this year, have commented

SEATTLE

YOUTH ACTIVITIES WORKERS VACATION

SCHOOL
AKR?TA_ So;:lallst ¥‘°llllm ((;‘];;h SNdav Labor Day Weel:end
meets Fridays, p.. ollowe v
refreshments, dancing, 8 South Classes on

Dialectical Materialism,
Role of Stalinism,

Permanent Revolution,
Coming American Depression
Brealkfast, Lunch, Ninner
Salturvday Forum
Sundday Picnic, Social
Fice sleeping accommodations
for out-of-town visitors
Neasonabie tees depend on num-
ber ol elasses aftended and
mealys caten.,

1919/, Second Ave.
Call SEneca 0453 for

Howard St., 2nd f{loor. '

CHICAGO.—777 W. Adams, 2nd
floor. |

NEW YORK.—116 University Pl,!
Tele. GR. 5-8149 for information.

Class in Marxism, Wednesdays,
8 p. m. Fridays Open Forums, 8
p. m. Sundays Hikes, Bcach Par-
ties.

For Information about Queens
Youth Group, write M. Kevin, 116
University P, N. Y. 3.

PHILADELPHIA. — For informa-
tion call ST. 4-5820, from noon to

6 p.m. | information
Mail This Blank For Your Reservation at
Mid-West Vacation Camp And School -
Season June 29 to Sept. 2 Adulls $25 week, Children $3&.
OSCAR COOVER, Manager \
Grass Lake, Mich. i
Py " ~,I
Reserve accommodations for below from . ... to ...,
Family [ Couple 7] Single O -
{check ance)
List all who will at{end: __“';:
NN ciisiiiivasreiniisosisparsarasiiorsoraissssssssviasmassantsiavostisssanssniss ety
tMr, Mrs, Miss) :
List of Children and Age ssasshaoLY
Name of APPHCRTL Liiiiiviiiicnsinaviinieimiimissiiisissnsissssissnssioisive Vosdedsdol
(Please sign)
AQAPCRE o.vounsnrsuovvrsonvassononsssarerss éupsssngeisssnssnsosnesasarsnonsagss
Clty & ZOoNe ...ciccivviiiiiviiirissvaisssinaseonsss epadansaseae §
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The Gentlemen Aren’t Kidding

By Evelyn Atwood

For two years atom bombs have been piling up
every hour of the day and night. Nobody knows
how many hundreds are alieady stacked away in
secret hideouts. And nobody
“-l knows at what moment the
. Wall Street profit-maniacs are
going to let loose with these
bombs to blast out of existence
big chunks of the planet in-
habited by millions of human
kbeings.

Nobody knows these things
except that tiny Wall Street
murder-clique, their top serv-
ants in Washington and their
Big Brass. "Top secret,” they
ecynically repeat to the millions
of working men and women,
: after stealing the billions of

o " dollars in taxes to pay for
these bombs out of their shrinking pay checks. Il's
done the same way in slaughter houses — they

skin the hides off the cattle before chopping them
up:into beef.

,But now, after two years of lullabies sung by
Wall Street’s propagandisls to the effect that “war
Will be so horrible no nation will dare to go to
war,"” the mask is beginning to slip. These Gentlemen
of Finance aren't kidding! They are so serious that.
they don't care very muchh whether you know it
or not. Wall Street is galloping toward World
War  IIL
‘" Maybe you once joked about the caves and mines
!hgt the rich would begin to inhabit in this Atomic
Epoch. But the War Department wasn’t joking in its

report issued August 4. “Army- Seeks Caves, Mines,
for Underground Plants,” ran the headline over the
statement by Secretary of War Royall. The War -
Department wasn't talking about plants .to. provide
peacetime goods. It meant more and bigger fac-
tories where atomic and other explosives could be
produced while millions of people above ground were
perishing amid smoke and flame and poison gas.

In the War Departiment and Wall Street they
are practical gentlemen, and they -are proud to
tell you so. As Royall points out, they've already
got “retention in standby” of 60 “complete industrial
plants, including pre - war installations, costing
$2.301,348,000." A worker with a $25 weekly paycheck
will be comforted to know that it will cost only
another 25 million dollars a year to maintain these
60 plants. Then there are 71 additional government-
controlled plants costing only $1,394,000,000 which
are for sale or lease with a proviso that the War
Department may take them over on 120 days' notice
in the event of an "emergency."

They've got all kinds of plans for this Big Time
Underworld. "Embraced would be arsenals, proving
grounds’ and all kinds of special projects including,
no coubt, a nice big dugout for the FBI to take
care of the “troublesome™ elements on the home front,
like Lthe masses of pegple opposed to war,

Yes, they are, practical men, these planners of
the Underworld for Doomsday. They've got every-
thing of value protected in nice, safe caves — and
that doesn't include you, your wife and babies. These
are expendable. Let the literary hacks, the priests
and the politicians lie about "peace” while capitalism
remains. The War Department is telling you the
trath: Wall Street “is facing the siiuation recal-
istically.”

‘The Negro Struggle

Most of the Negro press iz as silent as a clam
about the need for Negroes to support a new political
party in this country. Like the top union leaders,
they {find themselves forced
condemn the reccords and activi-
ties of the Republican. and Demo-
cratic Parties, But after doing
that, they stop short and refuse
to draw the logical conclusion that
another party is needed to re-
place them in the seats of power.
It's like a doctor diagnosing a case and then refusing
to tell his patient what kind of medicine he neceds.
i+ The picture is no better among the few Negro
editors willing to discuss the question of a new party,
for almost all of them, being connected in one way
or another with the two capitalist parties, are dead
el 'against the creation of a new party to challenge
th&"political monopoly of Wall Street's partics. Most
of these editors even go to the lengths of telling
the Negro people that the capitalist parties aren't
$0 -})a'd after all. That's like a doctor telling his pa-
tiéht to just keep on doing whatever it was that
made him sick in the first place.

To prove that this is no exaggeration, we cali at-
terdion to the front page editorial, entitled "Don't Be
A Sucker,” in the Aug. 2 issue of the Detroit Tri-
bune. This editorial expresses the belief “'that there
§s. hope for the Negro citizen in America under its
pfékent parties. We believe that at no time has
the future looked so bright and the picture more
promising than it does at the present time.”

" Such rosy statements need some evidence to back
them up, at any rate before a Negro audience. But
all the Tribune editors can offer is this:

“For the first time since .Reconstruction, many

Political Uncle Tomfoclery

By Albert Parker

to.

southern states are sceing Negro voters go to the
polls en masse. Northern states are seeing a stream
of appointments in strategic and well-paying posi-
tions of qualified Negroes such as never happened
before.

“Yet. there are those impatient, wild-eyed indi-
viduals, who would tear down the whole foundation
just because Rome cannot be built in a day. The
salvation of the Negro race tdoes not lie in desert-
ing the present parties for a third. The way to
progress, success, and victory lies not outside dom-
inant ones but within them.”

Thnis is what we call whitewashing the Jim Crow
parties with a vengeance. It is also an insult to the
intelligence of the Negro people. If more Negroes
are voting in ihe South toduy, it is no thanks to
the Democratic Party which is using every dirty trick
at its command to keep them disfranchised. And
as for this so-called “stream of appointments" in
the North, it certeinly has escaped the nolice of
the great majority of the Negro people who are still
at the bottom of the economic heap and the first to
be hit in the coming depression.

Most insulting of all is the reminder that Rome
wasn't built in a day. Of course it wasn’t, but the
Negro people's experience with the betrayals of the
two capitalist parties hasn't lasted just a day, or a
year, or a generation cither. As a matter of cold
fact, it has lasted 70 years now and there is nothing
impatient about Negroes beginning to add up the
score arul to realize that thelr "Rome” isn't being
built at all. Even now the Negro people aren’t im-
patient; they are just fed up. And we suspect they
will be just a little more fed up after reading the
Tribune's kind of political Uncle Tomfoolery,

Little Thieves and Big Thieves

Reading the August 1 Wall Street Journal to get
information on the state of the nation right from
the horse’s mouth, I was attracted to a leading front-
page article entitled “Thriving Thicves.”

C“Naively supposing that this had W do perhaps
with the Hughes-Kaiser investigation, price-gougers,
rent-sharks or the profiteering element in general,
1 applied myself to the lengthy text.

I sagely nodded my head in agreement with the
opering scnience, or come-on: “Thieves are thriv-
ing in these days of ‘full employment.'"

But the Journal's indignation about thievery was
not directed toward the crooks I had in mind. “Little
thleves are stealing more. Big ones are too." But
this distinction was between “the man caufht lift-
ing a dozen diapers in an Omaha Woolworth Starc
to the ‘crackers’ who tappad a private safe for
$100.000 in Pennsylvanla."

“Not a word about bankers, industrialists, land-

lords, merchants or government officials. It was all
about the thieves who get pinched and put in jail—
thégpeanut-snatchers whose total take is in the
milHdns. Billionaire thieves arc not the subject of
surveys in the Journal.
. All the Journal’s. moral fervor ahout thicves, 1
giscovered. came from the sad fact that insurance
'ﬁpmpan!es which pald out 18 million dollars in 1945
©vn burglary and theft insurance policies, had to fork
out 27 millions last year. And thcy complain the
trend is still upward.

What is the cause of the rise in petty thievery
that so arouses the ire of the Journal? A Wichita,
Kansas, police captain supplics a hint:

“During the war years a man could earn better
pay than now and could easicr satisfy himsclf, his

By Art Preis

wife and children. Children, too, found employment
casier. The increase in shoplifting by women and
chi'dren s dircctly traceable to less spending money.”

More poverty, more petty stealing. So the problem
is, what to do about poverty?

T couldn’t find anything in the Journal on that
subject. Because a realistic approach tp the problem
of poverty takes us immediately to the question of
the real big thieves — who form the Jourmal's paying
clicntele.

T speak of the 250 largest corporations who got
113 Eillion dollars of war contracts and tripled their
net average profits. T refer to those 250 corpora-
tions that got most of the government-built war
plants for a song, the shipping companies that were
handed billions in new ships for the price of junk,
the corporations that since the war have boosted
their total profits to 17 billion dollars this year, or
almost double cven the best annual wartime steal.

My indignation, unlike the Journal’s, {s directed to
outfits like U. S. Stecl, whichh has just raised steel
prices another 157 while its unit cost of production
has declined, or General Motors, which has added
another price boost for cars that have the 1941 in-
sides, but some more chrome finish on the outside.

Morals scem to vary according to the class of
the morzlist. I can have only pity and sympathy
for the poor woman who steals a pair of Woolworth
stockings so her daughter can be well dressed in
school. That's the kind of stealing that has the
Wwall Street Journal yelling, “Call out the FBI!" As
for the thieves that get me boiling, the capitalist
robbers, the Journal is disturbed only that their
“profits outlook™” is not as “right as hoped for.

Notes from the News

AMERICAN BENEVOLENCE: For the first time
in 50 years, syphilis has been reported among the
natives of Greenland. Authori'ies state the disease

L was brought to Greenland by U. S.

b & oS el

3\‘\@:\\\\ & servicemen during the war,

Ll AN e e %

':;\ PAINTED IN BLOOD: Alfaro
i\ﬁ . Siqueiros. Mexican Stalinist, who
RS := admitted participation in the al-
i N tempt to assassinate Leon Trotsky

in'*May 1940, is preparing to have an exhibition of

hif"4rt works at New York's Museum of Modern Art.

Victor Serge points out from Mexico City: "It

1I be interesting ta see if he includes among them

a_pott,rait of Robert Sheldon Harte," Trotsky's Amer-

w secretary who was murdered in the May 1940
cK.

CONFUSION ON THE MARCH: The American
#O€Talist Party pleads with ils Dutch comrades to
oppese the Dutch war against the Indonesian Re-
ﬁ%,{c’ because this war will harm “the cause of
den
le.n

. L]

cracy, peace and the success of the Marshall

SMALL PERCENTAGE: The Justice Department
was given 400 war contract fraud cases, reports Sec-
retary of War Royall. In only 71 of these cases were

indictments returned. No report is given on the
number of corporations actually punished in {Mesc
71 cascs.

WHAT PRICE FREE SPEECH: The Rev. J. A.
Rabun has been fired as pastor of the McRae
(Georgia) Baptist Church, formerly attended by Her-
man Talmadge, because he spoke against Talmadge's
“white supremacy” bill last February.

- . -

THE UNFAITHFUL: The Communlist Party is
whooping it up for Wallace to replace Truman in
1948. Yel in 1840 the Stalinists worked for the de-
feat of the Rooscvelt-Wallace ticket, and in 1944
they voted for the Roosevelt-Truman ticket.

L . L

NOT COUNTEDN: Another Negro was iynched last
week but the “official” Iynching records won't show
it because the unarmed victim, Versie Johnson, was
shot to death in Mississippi by a sheriff and two

deputies.

NEW WDL SECRETARY: Morris Milgram, secre-
tary of the Workers Defense League for many years,
has resigned and been replaced by Rowland Watts,

» - -

PRODUCING MORE: Man-hour productivity for

the last quarter of 1946 rose from 5 to 10% above
1945, according to the U. S. Burcau of Labor Statistics.

-
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Telephone Paper |
Says Labor Must
Build Own Party

By S. Foster
MILWAUKEE. Aug. 3

leaders,

{
J |
- Tele-:

phone  unien recently

rated as conscryative, today give
indications of rapid advancement
In a
strongly worded editorial of WIS-
C.W. A,
NEWS, they sound this warning:

“No legislation can stop the prog-
ress of labor. The enactment of
anti-strike legislation will only
jmean the application of new meth-
ods that will have Mr. Employer
begzing for a good, decent, old-
fashioned strike.”

The editorial notes that “under
the economic system prevailing in
the United States, there has been
an ecver-constant conflict bstween
two groups of people, capital and
Jabor” and appraises the actions of
both Democrats ard Republicans os
"attempts to outdo each other in
serving the wishes of the Manu-
facturer's Association.”

It then urges that “labor build
its own political organizations free
from control or association with
capital.”

“We await the final outcome of
such a conflict,” the editorial con-
cludes, "for we know that as the
struggle progresses, it will be ever
clearer that if we are to enjoy the
full fruits and beauties of this na-
tion, it will be necessary to rebuild
our economi: system, from one that
makes fortunes for the few while
lcaving the many in insecurity, into

in their political thinking.

an economic order in which the re-

| sources and pleasures of our nation

will be applied for the good of the
reople . . . all of the people.”

[lni;ﬁstS Picket
Dutch Consulate
In San Francisco

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 1—

PProtest against the barbaric rapo

&

s

effort to eliminate ha:nrds which
mine workers.
Smith,

Survivors of Mine Tragedy

These three escaped with their lives from the mine disaster at
West Frankfort, L, July 24, two manths after a Unitedi Mine Workers
local safety committee charged the company with net making an

caused the explosion that killed 27

Left to right: Frank Casper, Tom Kirby and Charles

Federated Picture

Angry Tenants Demand
Philadelphia Rent Control

PHILADELPHIA. Aug. 1

squeezing tenanls for all the tralfic can bear,

- Rent-gouging landlords here ave
The Office of Remt

Control reports over 6,000 evictions threatening tenants within the

next 30 days. And these are only tl
prepare 1o take full advantage of
the new federal rent laws.

The Republican city administra-
tion. up for reclection in the fall,

has been forced to put up a ShOW |41 going to Lolerate rent boosts and | With

of concern about the mcnace hang-
ing over the 380,000 families who
rent their homes.

The administration has propoesed a
iaw called the Maxman Ordinance.
Played up in the press as a rent-
control law, it actually will neither
prevent rent increases nor stop evic-
tions.

The facts were brought out clear-
ly at a five-hour public hearing on

e heginning, as the city’s landlords
’,, == ——
Learing was the presence of a numn-
[ Ler of organized tenant groups who
|k‘L the City Council know, in no
uncertain s, that tenants were

icvi:lions. Exemplifying this deter-
‘mincd spirit was the spokesman f{or
ithe Powelton Apartment tenants,
who declared: ““We're going to fight
this thing tilt ocur teeth fall out.”
Rent control and the menace of
'e\'ic!ions will be primary issues of
the SWP's forthcoming municipal
‘elcction campaign. Irene LeComple,
the party candidate for councilman

% | filled in by

HICKMAN CASE VICTIMS TELL

TRAGIC STORY TO 'MILITANT

By Robert L. Birchman

] CHICAGO, Aug. 5—In an interview with this reporter at

.. the County Jail, James Hickman, 44 year old steel worker,

related the background of the tragic events culminating in his
| arrest and possible indictment by the Grand Jury on a charge

of murder. On July 16 he shot*
- | the landlord whom he held di-| burncd to death.

rectly responsible for the death

man children, aged 3 to 14, were

Testimony at the coroner's in-

of his four youngest children in the Quest indicated that the fire might

disastrous tenement house fire a
11733 Washburne Ave, last Jan. 16,
Other parts of the picture were
Mr., Hickman's wife.
| Anna, at their home in the Ash-
burne Veterans Housing Project.
The Hickman family had iled

t | have been deliberately started.

It

. was shown that Coleman had tried
'to evict the tenants so he could get
Imore rent by converting the flats,

as day laborers near Tunica, Mis-

sissippi in the land of Bilbo and
Rankin, and were unable to become
even tenant farmers. In 1944, after
being rejected for service in
Navy, Hickman came north and
worked in the steel mills in Gary

where he worked for another five
. months.

In June, 1945 he came to Chicago,
seeking a job that would enable
him to bring his family north, where
he hoped the opportunities were

decent home and educational facili-
ties. Seven monthg later the family
arrived in Chicago.
FORCED TO DOUBLE UP

Because of the housing shortage,

Hickman came into contact
David Coleman in  August,

birne Ave.
at the time.

|

the |

|

The coroner's jury denounced the
owner of the tencments for the
dangerous firctrap conditions exist-
ing there.

Mrs.Anna Hickman, a little wom-
an with tears in her eyes, told me
this story as we sat in the living
room of their home. She said: "I
have been in grief for my four chil-
dren for the last six months, and

for 11 weeks. He returned to Tunica | AJWays vl be.”

Mrs. Hickman was in the hospital
for five days after the fire, as a re-
sult of the injuries she sufferéd
when she jumped after being unable
to any longer hold on to the brick
wall to which she was clinging.
She still suffers from those Injuries.

available to provide them with a | Her son, Willis, was In the hospital

for ten days and still suffers from
the injuries received when he
jumped from the fourth floor.
ALL THEY COULD FIND

Mr. Hickman told me of his love

and the restricted arcas in which | for his children, and how he con-
Negroes could live, they were forced 'stantly was seeking a suitable home.
to double up with a married daugh- It wasn't a question of money. He
ter. After nine months of scarch-‘,and the boys were working. But re-
ing for n place they could call home, 'strictive covenants had intensified
with the hou:ing shortage for Negroes.fo
1946. ' the point where the miserable attic
Coleman promised him a four room cubby hole in the rat-infested ﬂrg-,
flat on the second floor at 1733 Wash- I trap tenement building was all they
The flat was not vacant | could find. s

Coleman never returned the money

Hickman paid $100 for two months | & e had promised to do. Hickman,
rent in advance and was promised |Still suffering from grief at the loss
| two: rooms until the flal was avail- | 0f his children, contacted Goleman

|able. 1Instead, he,
,seven children were
in the attic room,
‘and only onc small window.
[rent for this cubby
week.

The landlord promised to provide
an oil stove for cooking and to fur-
inish lights. He did not do so. Hick-
man had to buv his own stove and
to use kercsene lamps for lights, He
. was promised he could have his $100
| deposil. back any time he asked for
it, if the second f{leor flal was not

of Indonesia by Dutch imperial- rent control held last Wednesday for the 7th District. has alveady available by Sept. 18.

ism was registered yesterday by
a picket line of Indonesians and
trade  unionists. Iuvading  the!
heart of San Francisco's financial
district at noon, the pickets
marched before the Mills Tower
Building in which the Dutch Con-
sul has his offices.

Called under the ausplees of the
American Committee for Indonc-
sian Independence, over 250 pickets
responded. Represented on  the
line were members of the National
Maritime Union, the Marine Cooks
and Stewards, Longshoremen, Com-
munist Party and Socialist Work-
ers Party. :

With the red and white flag of
Indonesian Independence at the
head of the line, a large delegation
of TIndonesians formed the main
body of the pickels. Placawnds car-
ried charges of murder and brutai-
ity against Dutch imperialism. An-
other stated: "Nazis ravaged Hol-
land in 1940—Dutch ravage Java
in 1947 Leaflets handed out
called for the boycott of all Dutch
ships carrying ammunition and
weapons of war,

When the picket line was at its
heighit, a delcgation of Indonesidns
and trade unionists went up to the
Duteh Consul's office to lodge their
protests.

The Socialist Workers Party in
supporting the picket line put out
a statement calling for the return |

‘of all U. S. erms lend-leased to the

Dutch, a boycott of all shipments
to Dutch imperialism and full :\idl
to the struggle for Indonesian in-
dependence.

Fewer New Homes ||

In 157 Key U. S. Cities |

Almost 407 fewer new homes
were started this spring than
last, sharpening the already
acute housing crisis, according to
a recent AP housing survey of
157 of the nation's largest cities.
The number of families cvicted
amounted to more than 13 times
the total of ncew dwellings erect-
ed. |

While the nced for new hous-
ing has bren estimated as high
as 10 million units, only 37514
new homes and apartments were
started in these cities in the first
quarter of 1947, This compares
with, 61,795 new units under con-
struction in the same pericd last
yvear, The average construction
cost — which is going up — is

already up 237,

by Councilman Maxman. The in-
adequate hearing room was jam-
packed with representatives from all
walks of life. Tenants' representa-
tives, including women with chil-
dren in their arms, totd pitiful tales
of profiteering landlords and evie-
tion thraits.

On the whole the hearing was a
field dayv for the landlords, the Real
Estate Board, the local Chamber of
Commerce. and the large commercial
hotels. They took up the greater
part of the hearing, attacking cven
the inadequate Maxman ordinance
as communist legislation to shackle
free enterprise, and defending the
“divine right” of landlords to evict
their lenants. Labor and tenant
represcntatives were squeezed in be-
tween the long speeches of the de-
fenders of renl-gougers and evie-
tions,

The spokesman for the Philadel-
phia Branch of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, Max Geldman. althougzh
one of the f{irst registered on the
speakers' list, was the last called to
speak. While landlords and Ltheir
lawyers had had unlimited time,
Geldman was given only three min-
utes to present the SWP rent con-
trol program.

“The Maxman ordinance falls en-
tirely short of its avowed purpose—
rent  contrul,” Geldmen declared.
“It fails to protect tenants from
rent increases, will not prevent evie-
tions. All talk about the ‘uncon-
stitutionality’ of a law with real
teeth to protect tenants from rent
increases and evictions, is an eva-
sion of responsibility, Tt is up to
the City Council to draw up and
pass an ordinance to meel the emer-
gency.

“The 8,000 families facing eviction
in the next 30 days, and. the 380,000
renter familics already hamssed by
the soaring cost of living, are not
interested in a Jawyer's argument
over the legality of a rent control
act. They must have immediate re-
lief from the pressure of unscrupu-
lous landlord+. They must have us-
surance against rent increases and
evictions,™

Geldman concluded by expressing
the SWP's support of the program
presented earlier b;- Herbert C. Moy-
er, Sccretary of the Philadelphia
CIO Industrial Union Council: “All
rents to be frozen

an ordinance
above measures "

incorporating the

as of June 30,'

11947; a moratorium on evictions:! |4 shamefaced manner, ducking their
| Erosecution of all landlords violatng | heads to try to ward off the cry:

ately for cffcctive action

cevictions.

to ston

'New Jersey Cops Uphold Jim Crow

|h_v a City Council committee headed urged tenants to organize immedi- FOUR BURNED TO DEATH

1 Then in January came the hor-
, rible fire in which four of the Mick-

\

his wife and ©on July 16. sceking the return of his
forced to live money.
14 by 16 feet, ' confessed to him that he had- set
no water, no gas, no lights|fire to the building. Firmly beliey-
The | ing him to be the murderer of .hils
hole was $6 a loved ones, he shot Coleman, ard

He told me that Coleman

the latter died in the hospital four
days later. .

Both Mr. and Mrs. Hickman
asked me to express their thanks to
all of their friends and people in the
community who are working on the
organization of the Hickman Dee
fense Committee.
THE QUESTION IS POSED

The question is now posed: “Wil
the State of Illinois add further to
the grief of a family already over-
whelmed with grief. by sending a
fifth member of the family to his
death?" The Hickman Defense
Committee is determined to mobilize
pubiic opinion and support to see
that this case is not decided on

Race-lating policemen of Fort violence to enforce Jim Crow In the | petty points of law. Full recognition

Lee and Cliffside Park. N, J.. vied
with  cach other last week in
making the most arrests to carry out
the Jim Crow policy of the Pali-
sades Amusement Park, which bars
Negroes from the park's swimming
pool.
lv beaten for protesting the diserim-
ination Eleven, all white, wore
 thrown behind bars: seven in Clff-
(side Park and held on $100 bail,
fouy into the Fort Lee jail and held
on 810 bail.

This is the second week of police

Mcen and women were brutal-'

[park. Last week Samuel

Scott, ' must be given to the fullness of a

| member of the Committee of Racial | father’s love for his children, to the

Equality, was blackjacked and
thrown aboard a bus bound [or N, Y.
Ferry for parlicipating in a similar
protest action. He was jailed and
held in $100 bail. This week he re-

the Modern Trend organizations to
solicit support in a boycott of the
park.

A suit for violation of the New
Jersey Civil Rights Law was filed

Ly the inter-racial gronp.

tirned with 40 members of his and  children but he now

against the park several weeks ago|the conditions

justifiable hate Hickman had for the
man he considered responsible for
the death of his children.

No one has becn brought to trial
for the death of {he four Hickman
has to face
judgment because he shot the man
he thought was guilty. We pose the
question; ““Who should stand before
justice and be judged—Mr, Hick-
nuan, or the socicty responsible for

that led to this
tragedy?" .

Anti-Jim Crow Demonstrations

Have Strong Effect at Rockaway

| ROCKAWAY BEACH. N. Y

Jim Crow.™ approximately 75 pic

« Aug. 3—Shouting “Down witly
kets. both Negro and white, 10day

marched in their sccond successive weekend picket line hefore tha
notorious Park Inn Bathhouse, located on the hoardwalk at 1151h

Street, Rockaway Beach.

Avoused iy the management’s
sell
| Nearoes tickets to the publie hath-

house, members of the National As-
soriation for the Advancement of
Colored People organized the picket
line, which has trade union backing
and the support of the American
Jewish Congress, the Catholic Work-
jer. the Siloam Presbyterian Church,
the Committee on Racial Fquality,
‘and other organizations.

l The pickets assemble each Satur-
day and Sunday morning at 10
o'clock. with banners and literature.
The crowds also begin assembling
on the boardwalk then, to watch,
generally to encourage, and occa-
sionally to join the pickets.

SOME SNEAK LN

The Park Inn Bathhouse is the
“fanciest” on the boardwalk, usual-
1y catering to thousands of batbers
,on a normal day. The persistent
pickets have cut down Its take to a
mere few hunderds. Even those who
go in, snezk past the picket line in

diseriminatory  refusal 1o

*“Shame! Shame!"
On the other hand. when peonle

B
*l.ine  means,

they are aware of what the picket
and indignantly

“Please do not patronize a Jim Crow
bathhouse: there are other bath-
houses on the beacli,” then there
rolls the trinmphant refrain from
the picket line: *“Another blow
against Jim Crow!' accompanied by
cheers and handclapping.

This afternoon a tense situation

the US. Army Air Force walked
down the incline from the board-
walk. and tried to buy a ticket. At
Lthe door he was stopped by the out-
stretched bhand of (he manager,
placed against his chest to physical-
Iy bar him from entering.
SHOUTED “LIAR"

The pickets gathered around when
the manager claimed the refusal was
Lased on the fact that the captain
was not a "‘member” of the bath-
house. A score of voices shouted
“Liar,” and individual white pickets
demanded in insistent voices: ""Why

ber when you sold me a ticket?"
As the line began moving again

at the command of the police, the

imarchers shouted with one voice

developed when a Negro captain in |

an arrest! We demand an arrest!"

The policcman in charge asked
the Negro captain if he wanted the
manager arrested. *'I certainly do,”
was the answer. ““On what charge?”
he was asked, and replied: “On the
charge of discriminating against my

turn ‘ color and against the uniform of the
away in response to the chanted| U.S. Army."”

At this point some bright boy In
the management's menage woke up
to the seriousness of the charge, and
the Negro was allowed to enter ‘‘as
the guest the management."
However, two Negro civilians who
subsequently tried to buy tickets
were refused,

ASKING §$500 DAMAGES

Three Negroes have started civil
proceedings against the Park Inn
Bathhouse management, as being
personally aggrieved, and are asking
$500 damages. A criminal court pro-
ceeding has also been begun, on

.
~a

jcharge that the management has

violated the New York State Penal
Code. In addition, pressure is being
brought on the Statc Commissioner
of Licenses, to revoke the license of
the Jim Crow management of the
Park Inn Bathhouse.

In the meantime, the picketing
continues unabated, each weekend,

didn’t you ask me if T was a2 mem- | during the *‘busy" hours from 10

am. to 4 p.m. The Co-ordinating
Committee for Social Action has in-
vited all opponents of Jim Crow to
join the protest action next Satur-

An encouraging feature of the|walk up to the ticket window before over and over again: “We demand |day or Sunday morning.

\



