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SENATE SPEEDS UNION-BUSTING BILL
Militarists Draft 
Secret Blueprint 
For A New War

By William F. Warde
The m ilita r is ts  and “ m erchants o f death”  are pursu

in g  th e ir  deadly w ork on a larger scale th a n  ever in  "Wash
ing ton  these days.

D e tro it ’s G igantic R a lly  A ga inst Labor-Haters

They are p reparing  the 
b lu ep rin ts  fo r W orld  W ar I I I  
before the peace treaties of 
W orld  W ar I I  have been 
d ra fted.

Startling revelations have been

lars for purchasing and storing 
strategic raw materials, metals, 
minerals and fibers essential for 
war-production.

3. v Coordination and Stand
ardization. The plan provides 
for coordinating equipment pur.published in the April 30 Wall . chases by the Army and Navy 

Street Journal and May N. . i a.,d standardizing weapons and 
Times regarding Wall Streets supp]jes f or the two branches of 
conspiracy to drag the American t jie m ilitary forces. Joint buy- 
people into a new world slaugh- i ing of food anfj lumber has al
ter. U. S. m ilitary agencies and veady been practiced and this 
Big Business representatives have system wm soon he extended to
just completed a master plan for 
gearing the whole of American 
industry into the war machine 
and are already carrying out the 
firs t steps in this vast “ emer
gency”  industrial mobilization 
program.

This program not only arms 
the President with far-reaching 
dictatorial powers and outlines 
what specific actions industry 
must take with the Army and

textiles, clothing, footwear and 
oil products.

4. Checkup on Foreign Eco
nomic Operations. The govern
ment’s import and export poli
cies are to be carefully scrutin
ized and supervised to ensure 
that supplies useful for war go 
to friendly nations and are kept 
from potential enemy powers, 
that is, those associated with 
the Soviet Union.Navy, as soon as a "state of

emergency”  is proclaimed. I t  THE WAR PLANNERS 
also includes drastic provisions This master manual for World 
for regimentation and control of w ar I I I  has been drawn up and 
the workers by the government, js being carried out by the Army- 
d ra ft boards, and the bosses. | Navy Munitions Board. This l i t— 
PLAN HAS FOUR PARTS j tie-known agency, which has

There are four major divisions been exceedingly active since the 
i,n this industrial mobilization war-drive has been stepped up, 
plan for World War I I I :  is headed by Richard R. Deu-

1. Industrial Controls. This pree, who divides his time be-
section specifies how the govern- tween that post and his presi- 
ment, armed forces, and Big Bus- dency of the soap monopoly, 
iness will collaborate in case of Proctor and Gamble Co. Other 
war. I t  gives directives on the Board members are Undersec- 
construction and location of retary of War Kenneth C. Roy- 
Iplants for war industry. I t  sets all and Assistant Secretary of 
up a system for allocating ma- I the Navy John Kenney, 
terials and man-power on the Deupree is chief liaison man 
basis of priority permits which between the top m ilitary staff 
enabled the corporations to and the directors of Big Business 
amass such great power and who are working closely together 
profits in the last war. This part on this industrial mobilization 
of the plan contains the pro- scheme. He presented the high- 
visions for shackling the work- lights of the A.N.M.B. war plan 
ers to the war-machine. j before an unreported session of

2. Stockpiling. The govern- 12,500 members of the U. S. 
ment has tabbed 2 billion dol- (Continued on Page 4)

Telephone Strikers Stand Firm 
Despite AT&T’s Split Tactics

By Alan Kohlman
M AY 6—The overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  of the N ationa l 

Federation o f Telephone Workers stood f irm  In  the f i f t h  
week of th e ir  s trike , despite defections o f n o n -a ffilia te d  
•unions in  New Y ork  and two ̂ ----------------------------

More than 275,000 of the half million Detroit workers who downed tools on April 24, 
mobilized in Cadillac Square to denounce the Taft-Hartley slave labor bills and the efforts 
of Congress to crush organized labor. General Motors later fired 14 men and suspended 23 
for participating in this rally. Federated Pictures

Republicans And Democrats 
Put Knife At Labor’s Throat
One-Day Strike 
Urged By UAW 
Foundry Council

“ A  n a tio na l labor h o lid a y . 
o f a ll members o f the. labor . dential veto, 
m ovem ent — CIO, AFL, R a il-  ! The vote was a tr iu m p h  
road Brotherhoods and in -  fo r Robert A. T a ft, boss o f 
dependents — In  pro test the Republican steam -ro lle r 
against a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion in  the Senate and prospective 
and as a demonstration of labor’s candidate fo r the presidency 
solidarity, unity and fighting de- in  1948.
termination to defeat reaction,” | Taft immediately pressed for 
was recommended by the Foun- jnciusjon 0; four provisions re
dry Council of the CIO United movecj jn committee. These 
Auto Workers at a conference in i would grant empIoyers the priv- 
Cleveland, April 26 - 28. i ilege of usjng court injunctions

This proposal was the climax ! to break strikes classified as “ ju r- 
of a' resolution adopted by the isdictional," would end industry-

, M AY 6—Passage by the Senate of the most
savage anti-labor legislation in decades became 
imminent when a coalition of Republican and 
Democratic Senators on April 30 voted 59 to 35 
to put through an omnibus measure rather than 
break it up into separater 
bills, some of which 
could not get by a presi-

conference against the Hartley 
and Taft bills in Congress.

“ The anti-labor character of
SENATOR TAFT

sltion in Congress to the omni
bus anti-labor bill scarcely de
serves the name. First of all.

AFL-CI0 Unity Discussed 
At Washington Conference

The jo in t  committees of 
the AFL and CIO ended 
th e ir tw o-day conference on 
u n ifica tio n  in  W ashington 
May 2 w ith  a sta tem ent th a t 
th e ir  ten members agree un
anim ously on the need fo r

NFTW  locals in  Chicago.
In  New York this morning, 

local operators wept openly as

York and Chicago, rejected the 
offer.

In Chicago, the accepance by
they walked through picket lines two n f t w  affiliates of $4 a 
on orders of their unions which week brought heavy fire from the 
had voted to accept a $4 week NFTW ■ leadership and the state- 
company offer. Bitterness against menf  by President Joseph Beirne 
this breaking of the strike front that he would recommend ex- 
was further expressed by two pu]sj0n of their presidents when 
executive committee members of the NFTW convention opens in 
the New York maintenance men j j une. Beirne added that this 
who denounced the return and crossing of the picket lines "does
brought a $1.000 collection to the 
NFTW unions on strike.

George Myerscough, chairman

not dent the solidarity of the 
NFTW.” '

I In  New Jersey, the 11.000 mem- 
of the New York central strike bers of the Traffic Telephone 
committee, commented as fo l- workers who have stood in the 
ltnvs on the defections: “ This is f ront ranks of the fight against 
not the work of the rank and both company and state strike- 
file of those four unions, and breaking, renewed their pledge 
also is not the work of all the [0 stay out until they won a $6
leaders.”

In Washington, the 49 man 
NFTW policy committee ordered 
all NFTW unions to stand firm. 
Reports from various sections of 
the country indicate that the 
dent in the strike front has only 
further incensed the bulk of the 
strikers and renewed their de
termination not to buckle.

AT&T has cunningly engaged 
in splitting tactics by making 
different offers ranging from 
$1-3 to $2-4 in various sections

: raise.
The 30-day stand of the phone 

workers against the mighty 
AT&T trust has inspired the en- 

i tire labor movement. The de
fections of these few locals after 
a month of hard fighting only 
emphasizes how sturdily the bulk 
of the workers have resisted the 
efforts of AT&T, backed up by 
government assistance, to crip
ple the phone unions.

Up to now the NFTW policy
of the country. The government committee has insisted on a $6 
mediators who sold the New wage increase and has refused to 
York locals the $4 settlement be bludgeoned by the company 
demonstrated how' government or pressured by government 
agencies function to break the “ mediators”  to accept lower of-
strike front and whittle down 
the unions’ demands.

fers. I t  has reinforced the or- 
I iginal NFTW strategy of central-

The long-lines sections of the : ized strike direction and review 
NFTW agreed to accept a gov- 1 of all settlements, and urged the 
ernment offer of $5.14 per week, phone workers to maintain na- 
but AT&T, obviously encouraged tion-wide solidarity until their 
by its chiseling successes in New 1 demands are met.

Mid-West Camp 
Opens Season 
On June 29

The M id-W est Vacation 
Camp and School opens its 
fo u rth  season on June 29 
and w ill  continue fo r nine 
weeks u n t il September 2, the 
Labor Day week end. Conven
iently located on Little  Pleasant 
Lake near Jackson. Michigan, 
about 60 miles from Detroit, this 
camp has become a popular va
cation spot for M ilitant readers 
and their friends.

Mid-West Camp is pleasantly 
situated on a charming wooded 
slope overlooking a large fresh
water lake. The lake is well- 
stocked with fish and excellent 
for swimming. Outdoor sports 
include softball, horseshoes, 
archery, badminton, boating and 
hiking. Indoor games include 
pingpong, shuffleboard, chess, 
dancing and amateur theatri
cals. Picnics and barbecues are 
often held within a magnificent 
grove of oak trees.

The meals are delectable, 
wholesome and well-prepared by 
expert cooks. Since the camp is 
operated cooperatively and on a 
non-profit basis, rates are kept 

I low to f i t  a worker’s income.
Mid-West Vacation School and 

Camp not only provides health
ful and pleasurable surroundings 
for rest and relaxation but also 

I gives its guests unusual facilities 
| for studying the problems of 
the labor and Socialist movement 

I under competent instructors.
Courses w ill be given this 

1 summer on “ The Role of the 
Trade Unions,”  “ New Views on 
American History” and “ An In 
troduction to Marxist Econom
ics.”  There will also be special 
lectures on current topics and 
discussions on the history and 

I ideas of the Socialist Workers 
Party. The teaching staff in 
cludes some of the best-known 
contributors to The M ilitant and 
Fourth International as well as 
experienced leaders of the union 
movement.

Since Mid-West Camp has a 
limited capacity, reservations 
should be made early. Rates are 
$25 a week; $15 for children. 
Write to Oscar Coover, Mana
ger, 116 University Place, New 
York 3. N. Y.

organic u n ity  and w ill hold 
o ther meetings in  the near 
future to consider this and 
“ other mutual problems.” At 
these firs t sessions, however, 
each organization rejected the 
other’s proposals for unification.

The CIO plan had four provi
sions:

1. The creation of joint emer
gency legislative committees to 
coordinate the fight of the two 
organizations against anti-labor 
bills.

2. An agreement against ju r
isdictional raids and disputes, 
effective at once.

3. Acceptance of “ the follow
ing democratic trade union prin
ciples as the basis for further 
discussion of organic unity: (a) 
any new organizational struc
ture shall give fu ll and complete 
recognition to the principle of 
industrial organization: (b) the 
autonomous rights of the ex
isting international unions shall 
be fu lly respected within a 
framework of the principles of

1 the new national organization; 
(c) the new organization shall 
provide for the creation of effec
tive labor political action ma
chinery for advancing the leg
islative objectives of organized 
labor, between elections and at 
election time.”

4. Meetings between commit- 
' tees of AFL and CIO unions in
the same field to explore possi
bilities of jo in t action in carry
ing out the above program in 
their own fields.

The AFL committee would not 
accept these proposals' present
ing instead the following pro
positions: >

1. The CIO unions, “  as they

are now organized with their full 
membership,”  should affiliate to 
the AFL, in  the same way that 
the United Mine Workers did 
last year.

2. That such affiliation should 
take place before the October 
convention of the AFL, with the

■ CIO unions having full rights to 
I participate at the convention.

3. That in the meantime the 
jo in t committees of the two or
ganizations should collaborate 
in adjusting details and making 
"recommendations on all mat
ters of recurring importance.”

| In  a statement issued at the 
end of the two day session last 
week, it  was indicated that the 
jo in t committees would meet 
again before the October con
vention of the AFL.

“ In  the meantime,”  William 
Green announced on behalf of 
the jo in t committees, “ we shall 
continue our efforts to prevent 
the enactment of highly objec
tionable anti-labor legislation 
now being considered in  Con
gress.” But there was no indica
tion that such efforts would be 
jointly planned or conducted.

Discussion also took place 
around .the issue of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions, with 
which the CIO is affiliated. 
Green denounced the WFTU as 

! “ communist-dominated,” which 
Murray denied. According to 
some reports, the question of the 
Communist Party’s influence in 
the CIO was not raised at these 
meetings, despite previous ru
mors that the AFL leaders would 
demand elimination of all “ reds” 
as a condition for unification.

'See page 2 for another ar- 
' tide on the subject.)

wide bargaining and prohibit 
“coercion”  of workers to join 
unions. They would also ban 

this legislation can be seen in the i union welfare funds created 
fact that the Hartley B ill was from royalties out of profits such 
written by William Ingles, lobby- as has been won by the coal 
ist for the Allis-Chalmers Co., miners and musicians.

j the J. I. Case Co., and the In - j To line up the Republican j bey agree in principle with thé 
land Steel Co., and Theodore minority, Taft indicated his Taft bloc. As political repre- 

i Iserman, attorney for the Chrys- readiness to make minor con- ' sentatives of Wall Street, they 
1er Corporation, while the Taft cessions on terminology and pos- | solidly opposed to labor's in- 
B ill was written by Gerard Reilly, sibiy give up the provision to : terests. Most of them have fla t- 
former anti-labor member of the outlaw Industry - wide bargain- ly stated that they wish to pass 
National Labor Relations Board,”  tag. i laws against the unlons. Some
the resolution pointed out. | on May 2 the Senate voted 0f them are afraid to go as fast

Besides calling for a national, 60 to 28 to include the so-called and as far as Taft demands, 
labor holiday in protest against "coercion”  amendment. This They would prefer a slower pace, 
the anti-labor bills, the delegates vote is an ominous indication of gonie of them, fearful of what 
to the Foundry Council also re- the strength of the Taft bi-par- wm happen at the polls, are 
commended that the UAW In - tisan machine. The Ohio reac- closely watching what labor is 
ternational Executive Board tionary needs to line up only d0ing to oppose passage of the 
“ give fu ll support to the current four more votes to over-ride a legislation. I f  the unions put 
negotiations between the CEO presidential veto — If Truman up a strong enough battle, this 
and AFL for the unity of all or- should exercise the veto. | f ear wm increase.
ganized labor to defeat reaction’s 
drive to smash unions and des
troy our democratic rights.”

Taft appears confident that he 
can succeed in pushing his leg- 1 
islation past a veto. The oppo-

Ask CIO To Call 24-Hour Strike 
To Protest Anti-Labor Bills
Text of the resolution adopted by the Greater F lin t In 

dustrial Council of the CIO, Michigan? April 26:

WHEREAS: The organized labor movement faces the 
greatest threat to its existence since its inception by the 
passage of vicious, anti-labor legislation, and

WHEREAS: The House of Representatives has passed 
the savage omnibus Hartley bill by a three-to-one vote, con
i'.-onting the labor movement ,with the absolute necessity to 
fight NOW for its very existence, and

WHEREAS: The passage of anti-labor bills In state and 
national legislatures threatens to' engulf the labor movement 
in a flood of legislative restrictions, and

WHEREAS: Labor must act immediately and with m il
itant action to forestall the anti-labor drive, and

WHEREAS: Labor has organized counter demonstrations 
in Detroit, Iowa, Chicago, Pennsylvania and New Jersey to 
protest the NAM and Chamber of Commerce plot to wreck 
our unions.

THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED;
That the Greater F lin t Industrial Union Council organ

ize a jo in t committee of the AFL, CIO and independent 
unions in F lin t for the purpose of demonstrating our op
position to this ruthless campaign against the unions, and

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Council request the National CIO to immedi

ately call a 24-hour General Strike throughout the United 
States, and

BE IT  FINALLY RESOLVED:
Copies of this resolution be sent to the press, radio, all 

CIO locals in Flint, the State CIO and National CIO.

But they are likewise fearful 
of the heavy pressure exerted by 
the powerful bi-partisan combin
ation. Besides the virtually solid 
anti - labor Republican line - up, 
some of the most influential 
Democrats are swinging with the 
gloves off. These include Wal
ter F. George of Georgia and 
Harry F. Byrd of Virginia, 

jLABOR IN DANGER
The labor bureaucrats now 

count on Truman vetoing the 
bill. But Truman has as yet 
given no indication that he in 
tends to do so. He may let the 
measure become law without his 
signature. Even if  he does veto,' 

! the House will certainly over
ride him, and in the Senate the 
balance hangs by a hair.

Never has the labor movement 
been in such danger of losing 
all its hard-won gains at one 
legislative stroke. Only the most 
energetic action can save the 
situation. The 24-hour nation
wide protest strike urged by the 
UAW Foundry Council and the 
F lin t CIO would put great pres
sure on Truman to veto the bill 
and help convince Congressmen 
now wavering that they had bet
ter retreat.

Meanwhile union militants 
should ask themselves why Amer
ican labor permits the intoler
able Wall Street monopoly of 
Congress to continue. Isn’t  i t  
time labor seriously set out to 
put a majority of its own rep
resentatives in office and to or
ganize a Labor Party to beat 
back the union-busters? < 1

34,000 Auto Workers Strike In France
(Special To The M i l i t a n t )

PARIS, France, Apr. 29 — 
More th a n  30,000 workers of 
t h e  nationa lized R enault 
auto p lants struck today fo r 
a wage boost of 10 francs an 
hour (equiva lent to about 4 

I cents on the black m arke t). 
The s trike  movement began 
A p ril 25. I t  was b it te r ly  op
posed by the Stalinist leader- 

1 ship of the General Confedera
tion of Labor (CGT). But as i t  
spread despite their strikebreak
ing efforts, the Stalinist officials 
decided to issue a “ cease work” 
order.

The Stalinists then sent a 
CGT negotiating committee to 
bargain with the management in 
which the Stalinists likewise 
hold posts. This committee by- 

I passed the workers’ demand for 
a 10 franc increase, substituting

a 3 franc demand. The manage
ment. however, rejected even 
this demand, referring it  to the 
Minister of Labor, Ambroise 
Croizat, who is also a Stalinist.

When the Stalinist CGT lead
ers, Eugene Henaff and Albert 
Costes tried to present this as a 
“ victory,”  the vast majority of 
workers scornfully refused to go 
back to work, while those who 
went inside the plants staged a 
sit-down strike.

Around the plant gates, the 
strikers hold continuous discus
sions that are virtually mass 
meetings. Main targets of the 
speakers are the Stalinist CGT 
leadership and the policy of the 
Communist and Socialist parties 
in the coalition .government, 
particularly the wage freeze and 
the phony price controls that 
have operated to the disadvan
tage of the workers.

The general tenor of senti
ment is as follows: “ We have 
waited long enough for our lead
ers to act. Now we are taking 
things into our own hands. Two 
years ago ’ we had arms and 
could have straightened out 
everything. Our leaders, especial
ly the Communists (Stalinists), 
persuaded us to lay down our 
arms and told us we would get 
everything ‘peacefully.’ Today 
we are worse off than ever. They 
tell us to go back to work, be
cause otherwise we will starve. 
But we are starving anyway. 
We’re not going back until we 
get that 10 francs raise.”

The Stalinists launched a cam
paign of violent abuse against 
the young militants who started 
the strike movement. Their pa
per L’Humanite called them “ re
actionary anarchists” and “Fas- 

I cist Trotskyists.” The strike i t 

self, they said, was a "provoca
tion”  to bring de Gaulle to pow
er.

The strike leaders, however, 
have remained firm. On their 
proposal, the workers by secret 
ballot elected strike committees 
in all departments. In  the noon 
mass meetings at the plant gates 
all shades of opinion were in
vited to take the microphone. 
Only the CGT leadership reject
ed this invitation, issuing in
stead leaflets calling for a "back 
to work” movement.

♦  *  «*

PARIS, Apr. 30. — W ith the 
Renault strike 100% effective, 
the Stalinist leadership of the 
CGT has executed another of 
its lightning turns, deciding to' 
“ adopt”  the strike as well as the 
demand for 10 francs increase 
in wages. L’Humanite front
paged the story today and re

vealed that Stalinist. Minister 
Croizat intends to place the 
wage demand before the Cabinet.

The General Strike Commit
tee of the Renault workers, how
ever, refused to hand over lead
ership. They ordered the strike 
ma le general in the entire giant 
enterprise and called for the or
ganization of picket lines “ to 
prevent all provocations for sa
botage.”

When the 'Stalinist CGT bur
eaucrats announced this morn
ing that the management had 
agreed last night to place the 
demands before the govern
ment (since i t  is a nationalized 
plant), the strikers greeted them 
with cat-calls and boos and vot- 
ted fu ll confidence in the Strike 
Committee elected from the 
ranks.

As picket lines were organ- 
(Contlnued on Page 4)
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Notebook Of An Agitator
The Lynch ing  O f “ M onsieur Verdoux 99

About a year ago I  made a f irm  reso lu tion to boycott 
a ll movies unless the p ic tu re  has a horse fo r  the  hero. And 
1 have stuck to i t  m uch be tte r th a n  to some othe? f irm  reso
lu tions  I  have made. M y h ea rt was in  th is  one; Hollywood 
double-crossed me once too o ften. I  am no s tudent or c r it ic  
o f cinem atic a rt, bu t I  know ®
w ha t I  don’t  like— and th a t 
is the unappetiz ing and in d i
gestible compound of tr ipe  
and treacle w h ich  the  movie 
moguls and bankers dish up to 
the defenseless, amusement- 
hungry people in the name of 
art. And I  like still less to come 
out of a theater, after a three- 
hour bout with a double-feature, 
w ith  that letdown, sticky feel
ing of having been played for 
sucker once more.

Dominated by this mood. I  
was fu lly prepared to remain in
different even to the announce
ment of a new movie by Chaplin 
until I  noticed the hatchet job 
most of the critics of the big 
press were doing on the picture. 
W ith  almost one voice they de
nounced Chaplin for introducing 
social criticism—and deadly seri
ous social criticism at that — into 
a medium which has become al
most universally dedicated to the 
prettlfication and falsification 
of life, and maintained that he 
wasn’t  even funny any more. The 
vicious over-zealousness with 
which Chaplin and his new film 
were being attacked, with the 
obvious design to “ k ill”  the pic
ture before the mass of the peo
ple had yet had an opportunity 
to see It and judge for them
selves, aroused suspicions that 
there might be some ulterior pur
pose behind the lynching cam
paign; that the movie critics 
might be giving a false report of 
the picture, as most Hollywood j 
pictures give a false report of 
life.

support his family to which he 
is deeply and tenderly attached.

I t  is this theme of the picture, 
this merciless satire on business 
in general, and the business of 
war in particular, that has rous
ed up so much antagonism from 
those who do not want the truth 
to be told to the people. Depreca
tion of war and its mass killing 
is deemed to be out of season 
by the powers that be. The bland 
insistence of Monsieur Verdoux 
that he is only doing on a small 
scale what others do on a big 
scale and are acclaimed as heroes 
for, has set the subservient c rit
ics after him like bloodhounds 
on the trail.

| And the justification he gives 
for his crimes—that he has* a 
dependent family — that is too 
much like the plea offered in self 
defense by all social criminals in 
our decadent society to be ac
cepted as a joke. I t  is the truth 
that hurts.

i I  personally know a man who 
betrayed his socialist principles 
and entered the service of the 
war-propaganda machine, and 
then excused his action on the 
ground that he had a wife and 
child to support. I  don’t  doubt 
that he shrugged his shoulders, 
perhaps a bit regretfully, when 
the bomb fell on Hiroshima and 
destroyed a whole c ity-fu ll of 
families who also had a right to 
live and to be supported. That 
is what Monsieur Verdoux did 
when the police Inspector read 
him the list of a dozen or so 
women whom he had done away

groom was nervously waiting, and 
the bride was descending the 
staircase. At this point the pro
ceedings were suddenly and vio
lently disrupted by a loud pistol- 
shot laugh on the edge, of the 
crowd—the unmistakable laugh

The Crucial Issues At Stake 
In AFL-CIO Unity Proposals

By George Breitman organizations would be desirable.
(See Page 1 for report on Wash- 

A  un ited  labor movement , ington Conference.)
__________ ____ _ , would have a p o te n tia lly  | But as y le discussions in

of Martha Raye. She had been greater s tr ik in g  power th a n  J Washington showed, mere agree,
brought to the party by some the AFL and CIO have separ- ment on the need for organic
friends she picked up who were ately. I t  would make i t  eas- ' unity does not solve the prob- j tion based on the Present rela-
telling her a ‘‘rough’’ story, the ie r to a ttra c t and unionize lems facing American labor. In  j tionship of forces between the
kind she dearly appreciated. The 1 miiHrmc. o f h ith e rto  unorean- ' fact, unity proposals can be used CI°  an<\  AFL would be in a
expression on the bridegroom’s , pf3 w l n  f t- -  to cloak dangerous moves against Position to try to cut the in - file,
face when he hears that unmis- , _ .. . .. , .  t  the interests of the organized dustrial unions to pieces for the j men

Word of mouth testimony from 
some friends who had crossed the 
critics’ picket line to examine the 
picture for themselves gave sup
port to my suspicions, with the 
result that after more than six 
months’ total abstinence, this 
reformed movie addict fell o ff 
the wagon and went to see Mon
sieur Verdoux. And I  thanked 
my lucky stars for one of the 
most enjoyable and satisfactory 
Saturday afternoons I  have had 
in many a day. The critics are 
definitely misleading the public 
in their reviews of this picture.

In  Monsieur Verdoux the su
preme master of the screen dis
cards the familiar role of the 
little  tramp with th - baggy pants 
and flopping shoes to play the 
part of a suavely mannered, im-

with in the line of business. “Af
ter all, one must make a living.”

| K illing is a recognized business 
ln the world as i t  is organized 
today. ' '

From the beginning of the pic
ture up to its supremely tragic 
denouement, this macabre thesis 
is sustained. How then could 
comedy be introduced without 
disintegrating th whole struc
ture Into farce? The answer Is 
Chaplin. The comedy in this pic
ture is unsurpassed even in the 
movies of the Chaplin of old. But 
the comedy never runs away 
with the picture. The somber 
theme dominates the comedy 
from beginning to end.

The best comedy tjarts are 
those which depict the numerous 
and always unsuccessful at- 

1 attempts of Monsieur Verdoux to
peccably dressed sophisticate. - liquidate one of his numerous 
Monsieur Verdoux had been a wives, a dizzy dame with a rau- 
bank clerk for twenty-five years COUSi rowdy laugh and a lot of 
or so, and was ruthlessly dis- money she had won in a lottery, 
missed from his position when sh(! simpiy couldn’t  be liquidat- 
the depression came. He had( to ed Luck was with her every 
make a living somehow, so he time. The unexpected always 
went into business for himself— happened. This part is played b'
the business of marrying women 
for their money and then dis
posing of them. He does it  all to
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Martha Raye, and she is ter 
rific. The scene where Chap’ ir 
tries to poison her, and the winr 
glasses get accidentally switched 
around, and he thinks he has 
poisoned himself instead, is 
funny beyond imagining.

Another scene, where Mon
sieur Verdoux in the course o' 
business has finally arranged e ! 
wedding with another moneyed 
widow, after long and arduous 
pieparation, is a masterpiece of ■ 
comic frustration. I t  was to be i 
a fashionable wedding. A host of

takable explosive laugh of one 
of his other wives, and his fran
tic efforts to extricate, himself 
from the impossible situation 
must be seen, but. may not be 
described. After all, i t ’s Chaplin.

From there the hilarious com
edy fades out like a dying echo, 
and the tragic drama mounts in 
power and suspense to the final 
catastrophe. There is the stock- 
market crash in which all the 
money Monsieur Verdoux had ac
cumulated in the course of his 
business is wiped out overnight. 
Through mortgage foreclosure, 
he loses the home which he had 
provided for his family. He loses 
the family. He is apprehended by 
the police, tried, convicted and 
executed.

But never once does Monsieu 
Verdoux step out of charactei 
never does he bend an inch t 
comply with the Hollywood for 
mula. In court after his convic 
tion he admits his crimes bu 
denied his guilt. “ A ll business it 
ruthless. I  only did on a sma. 
scale what others do on a bit 
scale.”  Then he receives his death 
sentence and with ominous ref
erence to the prospect of ai; 
atomic war, ironically bids adiei 
with the words, " I  will be seeim 
you all very soon.”

In the last scene of all, in th 
death cell awaiting the enc 
Monsieur Verdoux remains tru 
to himself. The Inevitable prie.; 
comes to hear his confession an.-' 
administer spiritual consolation 
I t  is a vain errand. There wa- 
no repentant sinner waiting fc • 
him. Verdoux rises from his cc 
to meet the priest with tl 
sprightly manner of a welcorr 
ing master of ceremonies. “ Fath 
er, what can I  do for you?”

He is taken aback; no Holly 
wood priest was ever receivec 
that way before.

“ I  want you to make peace 
with your God.”

“ I  am at peace with God. My 
trouble is with my fellowmen.”

The priest is obviously losing 
ground, but he tries again.

“ May God have mercy on your 
soul.”

“ He ought to. I t  belongs to 
him.”

After that, there was nothing 
left for the priest but to start 
praying aloud in Latin, which 

; he promptly proceeded to do, as 
j the exacutional squad solemnly 
surrounded Monsieur Verdoux 
and marched him, the small
time. unsuccessful murderer, to 
his doom.

| The picture had to end on :
■ note of defeat and despair whicl 
was implicitly foreshadowed from 

i the beginning. I t  is not a call t; 
arms, but only a protest and f 

j warning. The lesson is negative 
but for all that, powerful in  it 
indictment of contemporary so

j South; i t  would tend to e lim  
inate conflicts among the work
ers and thus strengthen them in 
their struggles against the em
ployers: i t  could serve to con
solidate their political power in 
resisting the fierce attacks be
ing directed against organized 
labor in the national and state 
capitals.

That is why every American 
worker instinctively agrees with 
the jo in t AFL-C IO  committee 
in Washington last week, th a t1

workers.
The greatest of these dangers lon bureaucrats, 

was illustrated at the Washing- ' K  must never 
ton conference when the AFL 
representatives refused to accept 
the CIO proposition that in any 
new organizational structure the 
united organization must recog
nize the principle of industrial 
unionism and agree to respect 
the autonomous rights of exist
ing international unions.

Refusal to make such a pledge

' antees for preservation of in- 
1 dustrial unionism—throw suspi
cion on the real motives behind 
the AFL leader’s proposal?

What the AFL leaders are pri
marily concerned about in the 

| anti-labor drive is its menace to 
I their privileged positions, and 
not the welfare of the rank and 

They hope to dodge this 
menace not by mobilizing the 

| benefit of the powerful craft un- [ workers for struggle but by mak-

maln what they have been—en
emies of industrial unionism. 
Without such a pledge and safe
guards to back i t  up, the AFL 
Executive Council—which would 
dominate any unified organiza-

ing appeasement concessions to
be forgotten | the employers and capitalist pol- 

that the present AFL leadership I iticians. They are fiercely op- 
consists essentially of the same posed to any form of m ilitant

unification of these two great means that the AFL leaders re-

New York R a lly  To Defend Labor

action. I t  is no secret, for ex
ample, that they not only strong
ly disapproved of the CIO strike 
struggles last year but that they 
actually hold those strikes to be 
“ responsible”  for the present 
rash of anti-labor bills.
AFL LEADERS’ PLAN

To put over their program of 
conciliation with the employers, | 
they are seeking the kind of uni- 
fication-which will place the en
tire labor movement under the 
domination of a coalition of con- j 
servative AFL and CIO leaders, i 
Under this arrangement, strikes ! 
would be discouraged, militancy 
would be punished, democracy; 
would be limited and red-baiting 
would be intensified. In other j 
words, the AFL leaders hope to 
do voluntarily what the capital
ist politicians are seeking to ach
ieve by legislative means. This 
hope is buttressed by the-fact

In a protest rally against the enactment of the Ilartley- 
Taft slave labor bills, 35.000 New York workers in Madison 
Square Park raise hands in support of a speaker condemning 
the legislation. A resolution sent to CIO President Murray and 
AFL President Green hailed efforts “ to unite all organizations 
in the struggle against reaction and special privilege.”

Federated Pictures

die-hard craft unionists who ex
pelled the unions that launched 
the industrial organization drive 
through the CIO a little  over 
10 years ago. That the workers 
had to break away from the AFL 
Council’s domination in order to 
be able to organize the great 
mass industries. That they had 
to figh t not only the big corpor
ations but also the AFL bureau
crats before they could build 
their unions in auto, steel, rub
ber, electrical and other basic 
industries.

No trust whatever can be 
placed in these AFL bureaucrats, 
who are .still motivated by hos
tility  to* the inherently more 
democratic and m ilitant form of 
industrial unionism. Unless the 
oroper safeguards are installed 
in advance, there Is every dan
ger that, following a unification 
on the basis of last week’s AFL 
proposals, they would unleash j 
merciless jurisdictional warfare 
against the industrial unions.
What else does their rejection of j 
the CIO proposal mean?
WHY NO JOINT ACTION

Unity to strengthen the labor 
movement is necessary and de
sirable. But far better to have 
no unity at all for the time be
ing than to imperil the very ex
istence of the progressive form 
of labor organization, the in- '
dustrial unions! The CIO lead- 'both CIO and AFL unions must 
ers were 100% correct in insist- back up the demands of the CIO 
ing on guarantees for the pres
ervation of the industrial unions 
before agreeing to a merger.

The AFL leaders have claimed 
th r t  they want unity in order 
to be able to beat down the anti
labor offensive. But they have 
consistently turned down the 
CIO’s offer, which was repeated 
at last week’s conference, for 
jo in t action against the anti
labor bills. Why? Doesn't this 
—like the AFT, rejection of guar-

dustrial unionism and remain on 
guard against assaults upon th» 
autonomy of existing interna
tionals and upon the democratic 
rights of the rank and file.

A crucial question t affecting 
the whole future of the labor 
movement was posed point-blank 
in the course of the unity dis
cussions. That is the question 
of labor political action.
LABOR POLITICAL ACTION

At the Washington conference 
the CIO leaders asked for pro
vision of political action machin
ery in the unified organization. 
This was flatly rejected by the 
AFL negotiators. The CIO rep
resentatives at least recognized 
the fact that labor’s rights and 
standards are being cut down 
through political attacks by its 
enemies and that they can be 
protected only by labor political 
action.

But what Murray and the oth
er CIO leaders want is a con
tinuation of the present CIO- 
PAC policy, which has led only 
to one political disaster after an
other. and the election of the 
most rabidly anti-lgbor Congress 
in U. S. history.

As against the CIO’s PAC pol
icy and the AFL’s “ reward your 
friends” policy, the militants 
should press for the adoption of 
a political action program which 
can arm the unions for effective 
struggle. This requires a def
initive break with both capital-

that m^ny top CIO leaders have ist parties and the launching of
become increasingly conservative 
and bureaucratic in recent years.

I f  the CIO leaders w ill not go 
! along with this plan, the AFL 
I bureaucrats can then charge 
them with responsibility for the 
continued division of the labor 
movement, and use this situation 
as a pretext for launching a new 
wave of jurisdictional attacks 
against the CIO unions.

That is why the members of

1 leaders for safeguards on in-

an independent labor party dedi
cated to electing its own candi
dates on a labor program.

Although independent labor 
political action cannot be put 
forward as an indispensable con
dition for AFL-CIO unity, i t  does 
open up the only road out of the 
existing blind alley for labor. I t  
is all the more important to keep 
tihs in mind because many work
ers are under the illusion that 
unification of the trade union 
movement in and of itself w ill 
suffice to halt the drive of re
action.

Militant Picket Line Greets 
Fascist Smith in Philadelphia

By John Haas
PHILADELPHIA , May 1-

Anqered By Deal In 
Chicago Phone Strike

! CHICAGO, May 5.—Members
| of the Cr mmercial Telephone 
Workers Union voted last Satur- 

I day to accept the $4 settlement
W ith  less than  24 hours to I offhered by tbe Illino 's 

prepare, an emergency p icket line  o f 200 m et fascist G er- 1 ation^of Telephone Clerks6 the 
aid L. K . S m ith  when he sneaked in to  th is  c ity  fo r the next day also voted for the set- 
f ir s t  tim e on May Day to sp ill h is race-hate and a n ti-  ! tlement.
labor venom in a meeting a t® -  , \ This was the result of extreme
Town Hall. Although the Smith Passers - by from the streets pressure f rom the leadership. A 
meeting drew only 300, mostly | ',.oine . in and took. up placardf' strong minority opposed the un- 
middle-aged and old people, the At times the m ilitant spirit dercutt.jng of the NFTW demands 
local police department, upon his • threatened the further progress because it  would weaken the na- 
request, provided him with ex- ; the Smith meeting, but the tional struggle, and foster inter- 
tensive protection. The traffic ! lluge clty police detail effectively union hostility and hinder ef-

NEW YORK MARXIST LABOR SCHOOL
Two Important Lectures:

Fridays— 8 p.m.
May 16

Revolution In  Latin America
T he  U p ris in g  o f  J u ly  21 in  B o liv ia  

Speaker: CHARLES CORNELL
O rg a n iza tio n  S ecre ta ry , New Y o rk  SW P  

May 23
The Path Of A Renegade

P o lit ic a l E v o lu tio n  o f  James B u rn h a m  

Speaker: JOSEPH HANSEN 
Associate E d ito r  o f F o u r th  In te rn a t io n a l 

116 University Place

ciety. And powerful, too, in it
guests were assembled. Th”;  . ‘«direct indictment of Holly-

! preacher had arrived. The bride- * 0°d’ .of. lts ,sha” L and falsity.of its betrayal of the artist’s sa-
| cred duty to hold the m irror ur 
to life and to reflect i t  truly.

Monsieur Verdoux is dead, buf 
In my opinion, his picture will

detail and detective bureau vied 
with the picket line in numbers.

Participating in the demon
stration were the Socialist Work
ers Party, Workers Party ’and 
token forces from trade unions 
notably electrical workers froir 
Westinghouse and RCA and SKF
steelworkers. Hebert Meyer, sec- 

live; the vindictive and menda- retary of the CIO Industrial 
clous critics w ill not succeed In i Union Council, was also present, 
"k illing”  it. Perhaps they have In absence of official clear- 

. . .. . , , . . ance, members of the American
condemned it  to a slow start by Veterans Committee. American
their brutal lynching bee. But | youth for Democracy, and the 
the truth about Monsieur Ver- j Hashomer Hatzair joined the 
doux w ill be advertised by word demonstration on their own. The 
of mouth, and it  will make its J Communist (Stalinist) Party 
way. I t  is a great picture and a j sabotaged the demonstration by 
brave one too, hurled in the face j a boycott, 
of the Truman Doctrine and all j As the large line marched up 
the war-mongering. The people and down in front of Town Hall, 
will receive it  gladly, not only in 
America but all over the world.

J. P. C.

guarded the notorious fascist.
ORGANIZED IN SECRET

Later investigation disclosed 
the fact that Town Hall had 
'seen rented • in the name of 
Welch, an individual, who gave 
i  fictitious address. No press 
•eleases, ads or leaflets were is
sued to publicize the meeting. 
The local Christian Nationalist 
Committee, of which Smith is 
national director, relied on word- 
of-mouth and private mailings.

After the demonstration the 
pickets marched in a body to the 
Socialist Workers Party head-

forts to form one solid national 
telephone union.

Anne Benscoter, president of 
the Illinois Telephone Traffic 
Union and member of the na
tional negotiating committee, 
flew here from Washington upon 
hearing that her executive board 
had made the same settlement. 
The members denounced the ex
ecutive board, stood solidly be
hind Anne Benscoter and by a 
3 to 1 vote rejected the independ
ent settlement. In addition, the 
ITTU fired their attorney. Ed
win R. Hackett, who is presi-

quarters, 1303 W. Girard Avenue, dent of the CTWU, for his sell- 
to participate in another type of , out.
May Day demonstration. Sing- | Thus 5 out of 7 unions in Chi- 
ing workers’ songs all the way cago are still out on strike while
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up Broad Street, they broke into 
the “ Internationale”  as the line 
rounded into Girard Avenue.

At the rally in the SWP hall 
resolutions were passed protesting 
to Mayor Samuel against Smith’s 
use of the city’s facilities and 
police and calling upon Temple 

j University to investigate Profes- 
I sor Fisher who sold tickets there 
| for the meeting. Albert M. Green, 
field, realty concern which rent- 

I ed the hall to Smith, was warned 
| that other attempts of this type 
| would bring about a campaign

the majority of the members of 
the other two unions have re
fused to cross picket lines.

Ethel Peterson of the CTWU 
was invited to speak at a mass 
meeting of the American Union 
of Telephone Workers to express 
the opinion of those in the 
CTWU who opposed the settle
ment. She stated that “ tele
phone workers must continue 
their solidarity and fight to the 
end to make our would-be slave- 
masters bow down and recog
nize our human rights to decide

Our Program:
1. Defend labor’s standard of living!

A sliding scale of wages ~an  escalator wage clause in all 
union contracts to provide automatic wage increases to 
meet the rising cost of living!

Organize mass consumers committees for independent action 
against profiteering and price-gouging!

Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers’ 
control!

2. Full employment and job security for oil workers 
and veterans!
For the 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding scale of hours 

— reduce the hours of work with no reduction in pay 
to prevent layoffs and unemployment!

Government operation of all idle plants under workers’ control! 
Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for work

ers and veterans during the entire period of unem
ployment!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strike
breaking! •
No restrictions on the right to strike and picketl 
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitration!

4. Build an independent labor party!
5. Tax the rich, not the poor!

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 e year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government 
low-rent housing!

7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!
End Jim-Crow! End Anti-Semitism!

8. For a veterans’ organization sponsored by the 
trode unions!

9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism 
and war.
Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the 

people vote on the question of war or peact!
Against capitalist conscription!
Abolish the officer caste system!
Full democratic rights in the armed forces!
Trade union wages for the armed forces!
Military training of workers, financed by the government, 

but under control of the trade unions! ,

J Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of th* 
workers in all lands!
For the complete independence of the colonial peoples! 
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

I I .  For a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government!

URGENTLY NEEDED
The following back issues of 
‘New International’ are needed 
for binding:
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I f  you  have one o r m ore copies 
o f a n y  issue lis te d  above, w i l l  
you  please send th e m  to :  

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL  
1 )6  University PI.,

New York 3, N . Y.

in the trade unions and pro- our own fate.”  
gressive organizations to boycott ; “There are many in my un-
all its real estate. Plans were 
made for a bigger picket line in 
the event Smith dares to appear 
again in Philadelphia.
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ion,”  she noted, “ that deplore 
the action taken in making an 
independent settlement which 
plays into the hands of the 
company, and aids the AT&T 
ln its tactics of divide and con
quer, divide and rule.”
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Workers Party in my city.
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Is  T h e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  
A  W o rk e rs' O rg a n iza tio n ?

-By James P. Cannon

Oust Stalinist Ministers In France 
As Ramadier Bids For Traman Aid

(Ed. Note: This is the sixth of a series of articles on American | analysis. T h is  opened the pa th  of the  revo lu tionary  pa rty  
Stalinism and Anti-Stalinism .) j to the Social Dem ocratic workers.

S talin ism , like  every o ther force obstructing the eman- I „  V™™ are m any differences between Social Democracy 
c ipa tion  struggle of the workers, th rives on confusion a n d ,and Sta lin ism , especially In the domain o f methods, but

^ 00 ’ , in nm* viotir f V-> oir o m  HiffoyaMooc /-\f Honroo n r\f r\r> \ 11
assiduously disseminates i t  in  the labor movement. The 
S ta lin is ts  also p ro f it  no t a l i t t le  by the confusion in  the

B ritish  Troops Search Refugee

in  our view they are differences of degree and no t of p rin  
ciple. The Social Democrats substitu ted the program  of class 
co llaboration and re fo rm  fo r the program  o f class struggle 
and the p ro le ta rian  revolution. The S ta lin is ts  do the sameheads of some of th e ir  b itte res t and most conscientious op-

p a rt^ ro n ^a n 'e m o ti'o n a ^a p p fo ^c h ^o ^ th e ^q u e s tio ^H ^ tre d  th ln g- on a fa r  greater scale. The Social Democrats lied 
is perm itted  to obscure reason, and no good ever came from  “ J? Z  z t o

a N oth ing  is better calculated to lead the opponents , d isorient and demoralize the advanced workers and dis- 
of S ta lin ism  in  the U nited States astray than  the simple 1 th e ir struggle against capita lism  And they are able 
descrip tion o l th is  m onstrosity as the agency o f a fore ign j t& d°  so precisely because they work inside the labor move- 
power, and in  tu rn , the designation o f th is  foreign power j m ent and demoralize i t  from  w ith in .
as an exp lo iting  class, im peria lis tic  to boot, w hich dom - Democracy doesn t  am ount to much

< ■ ?»  r e r * .  r * “ of th ” arth an<’ 15 reach,n*
° U T h is  conception, w h ich  would p u t the Com m unist Party  bureaucracy also represents a tendency, a lthough an alien 
in  the same category as the unlam ented G erm an-Am erican I endency, w ith in  the labor movement, w hich also serves a 
Bund clashes w ith  rea lity  a t every step and leads to tactics f ore ign P o w e r-th e  governm ent of the c a p lta lis ta -a n d  i t
in  T h e  struggle against S ta lin ism  w h ich  are fu tile  and se lf- j >* f i rm ly rootfed- more in flu e n tia l, more powerfu l, and 
u i m e 5UU881C »8 . . qv^rirnor*vi ir. therefore  a more form idable  enemy, a t the present timedefeating every tim e. I t  bars a tac tica l approach to he Jeas than  S ta lln ls ts .
masses of workers under the contro l and in fluence o f the . . .  „ „ „ „ „ „
C om m unist Party, and thus inadve rten tly  aids the S ta lin - ° u r method of f ig h tin g  th is  form idable  bureaucracy 
uommumsi, <* , in  the Am erican labor movement is and m ust be the method
1st bureaucrats in  consolidating and re ta in ing  th is  contro l WQrked ^  by ^  Russian Bol5hevJks to combat the Men.

611 S u c h T S o r y  would be absolutely fa ta l in  western Eu- J 1« * *  f d the Social-Revolutionaries, and la te r taught 
rope where th e " S ta lin is ts  dom inate v ir tu a lly  the who!e
working class movement. And i t  certainly is of no help even ' 3 2 ^ ^  Am  m f t a ^ S r S i  of iTeconcilab le  TtrSeSe 
in  the un ited States. Stalinism IsI r e l a t i v e » . “ P*iT ? h e m  ll?  be devoted to d e n T e fa tto n  a n T S - 
fo r numerous and weighty reas pnmne Npver- P°sure of the ir perfidious role. Subordinate to that, but in -
ever to play the dominating ro p ^ Hpvpionrnent of a separably connected, goes the tactical approach to the vast 
theless, i t  is a serious obstacle to the ^ s s e s  of workers under the ir influence and domination,
genuinely revolutionary movement, and consequently to 
the mobilization of the masses for resolute action in the 
class struggle which would lead objectively to the socialist 
goal. For tha t reason we should fig h t it. But in order to 
achieve success we must figh t Stalinism w ith  a correct un
derstanding of its nature and role.

W orkers Must F ig h t S talin ism
I f  the Com m unist Party  were merely a “ F if th  Colum n”  

and te rro ris t gang operating in  Am erica as the agency 
o f a fore ign “ im p eria lis t”  government, then the problem 
would be considerably sim pler and easier fo r the w ork ing  
class movement. And i t  would be no problem a t a ll to the 
governm ent a t W ashington, w hich is indeed im peria lis t 
and has the means to cope w ith  fore ign agents and spies. 
T h is  was shown in  the case of the G erm an-Am erican Bund. 
F r itz  K u h n ’s sorry “ Bund”  — equipped w ith  “ storm  troop
ers”  and a ll—was easily isolated and could gain no serious 
in fluence in  the Am erican trade unions. The F B I and 
o the r governm ental agencies had no d ^ f ic u lty  in  liq u id a t
in g  th is  fan tastic  H itle r ite  agency when they got ready to 
do so. And i t  never once occurred to any w orking class ten 
dency, fac tion  or p a rty  to come to the defense o f the 
“ Bund.”

The same prescrip tion  does not work, however, and 
w ill  no t work in  the case of Am erican Sta lin ism . Fascism 
and S talin ism , a lthough much s im ila r in  th e ir  methods 
and practices, have e n tire ly  d iffe re n t social foundations 
on th e ir  home grounds where they w ield state power, and 
th is  applies to th e ir  fo re ign extensions too. The ra the r 
w ide-spread conception th a t the Com m unist P a rty  is a 
fo rm a tion  s im ila r to H it le r ’s “ F if th  Colum n”  and can be 
trea ted  accordingly, is pro foundly false. The S ta lin ists 
make the labor movement the m ain base o f th e ir  opera
tions, and i t  is there th a t they m ust be fought, and fought, 
moreover, w ith  w orking class means.

The analogy w hich can best aid our th in k in g  on th is  \ 
question is provided by the experiences of the Russian 
Bolsheviks and the early C om intern in  the struggle against 
the  Social Democrats. The German Social Democracy be
trayed the p ro le ta ria t in  the F irs t W orld W ar; and fo llow - , 
in g  tha t, a fte r they came in to  contro l o f the government, | 
they  employed the police and the arm y to s laughter tens 
o f thousands of workers in  suppressing the pro le ta rian  rev- j 
o lu tion . Besides th a t the noble Social Democrats were ac
countable fo r a substantia l num ber of “ u n o ffic ia l”  murders 
o f revo lu tionary leaders, such as the murders of K a r l L ieb- . 
knech t and Rosa Luxembourg.

Despite these crimes, the Social Democrats reta ined | 
a strong organization and in fluence in  the labor move- j 
m ent, as do the' present-day S ta lin is ts—despite th e ir  crimes. | 
A  strong tendency arose among the revo lu tionary workers I 
to  regard the Social Dem ocratic pa rty  as no longer a w ork- 1 
ers’ organization, and to re ject any k ind  o f a tac tica l ap- j 
proach to its  members. This characteriza tion proved to be 
one-sided, too simple, and therefore false and h a rm fu l to 
the  fu rth e r development of the workers’ revo lu tionary 
movement. Th is a ttitude  had to be rad ica lly  changed before 
the young Com m unist P arty  o f Germ any could make any 
rea l headway in  the struggle against the Social Democratic 
tra ito rs .

D if fe r  In  Degree, Not P rinc ip le
By th e ir  program  and th e ir policies the Social Demo

cra tic  parties then, as now, were petty-bourgeois and not 
p ro le ta rian  parties. B u t by th e ir tra d itio n  and composition, 
by the fac t th a t they made th e ir  m ain  base o f operation 
the  w orking class movement, and by the fa c t th a t the 
workers considered them  to be workers’ organizations — 
they had t-j be designated as such: more precisely, as an or
ganized tendency w ith in  the labor movement w hich the 
revo lu tionary  pa rty  had to combat by ta c tica l means as I 
w e ll as by fro n ta l p rinc ip led  struggle. The Len in is t policy j 
o f the un ited  fro n t followed inexorably from  th is  basic

By Joseph Hansen
Paul Ram adier, “ Socia list”  Prem ier o f France, has 

booted the five  Com m unist (S ta lin is t)  M in is te rs  out o f the 
coa lition  governm ent -w ithou t even w a itin g  fo r approval 
from  the N ationa l Council of the Socia list Party. Regard
less of the a ttitu d e  taken by the SP Council, th is  im p o rta n t 
oo litica l action by the Prem ier marks a new stage in  the 
■infolding of the class struggle in  France.

When Ramadier asked his fel-"*)-----  -----
low party member. Vincent serve as agents of Washington. 
Auriol, President of France, to The Communist (Stalinist> 
transfer three Ministerial posts Ministers were ousted because 
provisionally on May 4. he ! they refused to give the govern- 
launched a policy the French ment a vote of confidence for 
“ Socialists”  have not dared to ; its wage-freezing policy. This 
follow since the close of the war. vote appears Illogical, since up 
Up to now .hey have refused to ; to May 4 they were architects of 
assume the damaging responsi- this policy and among its most 
b ility of conducting the govern- ardent advocates, 
ment for the French capitalists i They found themselves com- 
unless the Ptalinists likewise par_ i pelled to vote against the policy 
ticipated. What is the source of they have been supporting up to 
this sudden courage on the part now because of the rising m ili- 
of these “ Socialist” Ministers fancy of the French workers, 
and Deputies? They obviously consider the

The source is Washington, i strike in the key Renault auto 
I When Truman announced his works as a danger signal. The 
pew “ doctrine,”  every foul reac- workers are beginning to break 
tionary in the world took it  as a away from Stalinist leadership 
go ahead signal. In France, de and to l i f t  up a new, m ilitant 
Gaulle, the candidate for a new I leadership from the ranks. The 
dictatorial Bonaparte, came out I workers want decisive action to 
of retirement. He had visions of j solve the acute problems that 
unlimited funds flowing into his I have plagued them since the end 
coffers from Wall Street as wre ll1 of the war. 
as m ilitary supplies and govern- | The French Stalinists fear 
ment loans from Washington, this growing domestic opposition 

In the light of the Truman , which can undermine them in
Removed from a refugee ship that tried to land in Haifa 

harbor, this Jewish immigrant is guarded by one British soldier 
as another searches his accordion for possible weapons. The 
execution of four members of the underground has set off 
another wave of violence. Federated Pictures

“doctrine,” the French “ Social
ists”  likewise feel stronger. Sup
port from Washington, they cal
culate, w ill more than make up 
for any losses entailed by a right-

short order. But they would con
tinue their past course of open 
betrayal of the workers despite 
this fear if  they were so ordered 
by the Kremlin. Therefore, i t  is

ward shift. They are, consequent- 1 clear they have been given an 
ly, competing with de Gaulle to ! OK from Moscow to make a

‘ shift.
The French Stalinist leaders 

have found i t  increasingly em
barrassing to officially partici
pate in a government engaged 
in putting down colonial rebel
lions. The popularity of the 
Indo-Chinese cause among

Bll H Vallin \ Whatever in promoting the es- French workers, for instance,
o y  a .  v u  1 tablishment of Jewish suorem- caused the Stalinists great un-

Once more the bridges and viaducts in ' Palestine are , in Palestine. Quite thePcon.  easiness, since their Ministers 
being blown up. Bombs are exploding in  the B ritis h  o f f i-  trary voted for arms to shoot down the
cers’ clubs. "In re ta lia tio n  the English arm y o f occupation immediately after the war it  Ind° -Chlnes«- Until after the 
decrees m a rtia l law ; curfew  is imposed. And in  Te l-A v iv , Wfl„ busv wooi_ „ th .  A..ab feud Moscow Conference, however, - ............................  —  was ousy wooing tne Arao ieua the p,.ench stalinists continued

British Terror In Palestine 
Recalls Scenes Under Hitler

Len in is t Tactic O f United F ron t
This is the Len in is t tac tic  of the un ited  fro n t. We de

mand o f the bureaucrats th a t they break th e ir  a lliance 
w ith  the cap ita lis t po litica l parties and fo llow  an indepen
dent class policy on the p o litica l fie ld . We give c r it ica l 
support to the bureaucrats in  a ll cases where they fin d  
themselves obliged to lead the struggles of the workers fo r 
the im provem ent of th e ir  conditions or the defense fo r th e ir  
rights. We defend the u n io n s 'a n d  the ind iv id ua l labor 
leaders against any a ttack o r 'in fr in g e m e n t from  the side 
of the government. The workers learn more from  experi
ence than  from  propaganda. I t  is only by p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
the struggles .of the workers along these lines th a t we 

1 w ill w in them  over to an aggressive class-struggle policy 
and eventua lly to a socia list consciousness.

On the ground th a t the Com m unist P arty  is n o t a 
w orking class organization and no t a tendency in  the labor 
movement, a contention is advanced th a t we can have a 
d iffe re n t a ttitude  toward the Com m unist Party, or to those 
trade unions or o ther workers’ organizations under its  
contro l, when they fin d  themselves in  ¿lashes w ith  the capi
ta lis t class or its  governm ental agencies. To th in k  so re
quires an absurd, sub jective ly-m otiva ted  denial o f rea lity . 
Such a m istake can only lead its  proponents, i f  they fo l
low out the logic of th e ir  analysis, in to  the bourgeois camp. 
U nfo rtuna te ly , th a t is precisely w ha t has happened to 
the great m a jo r ity  of Am erican a n ti-S ta lin is ts .

S ta lin ism  is a new phenomenon o f the last quarte r of 
a century, and is unique in  m any ways. B u t th is  does not 
change the essential fa c t th a t i t  is a tendency in  the labor 
movement. I t  is rooted in  the trade unions and wields in 
fluence over a section of the progressive workers. T h a t is 
precisely the reason th a t i t  is such a great problem and 
such a great obstacle to the em ancipation struggle o f the 

I workers. In  our opinion, i t  is impossible to wage an effective 
1 struggle against S ta lin ism  w ith o u t proceeding from  th is  
premise. S ta lin ism  is an in te rn a l problem of the labor move
m ent which, like  every o ther in te rn a l problem, only the 
workers can solve.

The g is t of the m atter, le t us repeat, consists in  the 
fa c t th a t the m is-nam ed Com m unist P arty  makes its  m ain 

i fie ld  of a c tiv ity  the trade union movement; wields a cer
t a in  influence there; and by a com bination o f demagogy, 
m achination, bureaucratic repression and gangster v io
lence — aided no l i t t le  by the s tup id ities of its  opponents—

| has gained the contro lled position in  numerous unions 
and represents an in f lu e n tia l force in  others. And these 

| unions, ju s t like  the unions under the contro l o f the a n ti-  
. S ta lin is t conservatives, by the logic of the class struggle 
I frequently  come in to  co n flic t w ith  the employers and even 
| w ith  the government ‘ and fin d  themselves involved in 
strikes, 

j
Class Analysis Determines Tactic

Shall these strikes be supported on the general p r in -  
i ciple of class so lidarity , or should support be w ithhe ld  be- 
i cause o f the circumstance th a t the  o ffic ia l leaders are 
S talin ists? And should these leaders, in  case they are a r
rested in  the course of s trike  activ ities, be defended — 
also on the general p rinc ip le  o f class so lida rity  against the 
class enemy? And should the legal r ig h ts  o f the Commu
n is t P arty  be defended against the red-baiters?

Those who say no, end the debate so fa r  as we are con
cerned. By th a t fa c t they take th e ir  place in  the camp of 
the class enemy. Those who say yes, thereby recognize im 
p lic it ly  the fa ls ity  o f the contention th a t S ta lin ism  is no t a 
tendency in  the labor movement, to be contended w ith  
as such. There is no getting  around th is  question. I t  m ust 

, be squarely faced and answered.
. This question arose very acutely in  last year’s strikes 
. ; of the S talin ized "U E ”  against Westinghouse and General 
, E lectric. And again in  the long d raw n-ou t s trike  o f the 
\ auto workers a t A llis  Chalmers, w h ich  was indub itab ly  
dom inated by a S ta lin is t leadership. And again in  the re
cent s trike  of the N ationa l M aritim e  Union, w h ich  had 
been completely under S ta lin is t dom ination fo r years, and 
was s t i l l  p a rtly  so. And i t  is sharp ly  posed r ig h t now by 
the movement to pass leg isla tion ou tlaw ing  the Com m unist 
Party.

A clear understanding and recognition o f the class na
tu re  of the Com m unist P a rty  as a workers’ o rgan ization— 
as a tendency in  the labor movement — determ ines the 
tac tica l approach of the  revo lu tionary  workers to the prob
lem. S ta lin ism  cannot be disposed o f by reliance on police 
measures o f the bourgeois state — the very idea is ludicrous 
— nor by anathem a and excom m unication from  the labor 
movement, when the power to enforce i t  is lacking. Nothing 
w ill do bu t an uncom prom ising p rinc ip led  fig h t, combined 
w ith  a tac tica l approach w hich  w ill enable the revo lu tion 
ary p a rty  to w in  the workers away from  its  perfid ious in 
fluence. From  the revo lu tionary  p o in t o f view, th a t is the 
hea rt o f the problem o f f ig h tin g  S ta lin ism  in  a way th a t 
w ill lead to its  e lim ina tion  from  the w ork ing  class move
ment, no t in  fancy bu t in  fact.

(Next week: The Prospects of American Stalinism.)

H a ifa  and Jerusalem are re-3>—
peated the scenes w hich  the : Hashomir Hatzair. Its aim is to 
workers o f Europe remember “ tablish b y  t o r c e  a Jewish

W.® y likewise pursued by the majorityHitlerite occupation: passers-by Qf the zionist organizations> who
lined up against a wall to be however try t0 ach ieVe It through 1 
searched for weapons, m ilitary negotIatlons wlth British Imper. 
police detachments raiding
homes, man hunts to capture ' ,, ,  , ,
members and leaders of the ter- ! ,Bo^h. tbe Jewish Agency, 
rorist organizations. “ Irgun ; whlch is a sour t of bourgeois gov- 
Zwei Leumi” and “ Stern” which ernment of the Jewish commun- 
are challenging the power and : >ty m Palestine, and the Zionist 
prestige of imperialist occupa- Congress which recently met at 
tion Basle, have come out violently j

’ ... . . . against terrorist methods. ButI t  goes without saying that thJg difference concerns solely
all class conscious workers must the m e t h o d s  of their struggle ! 
condemn without reserva ton  and nQt the ends ed 
the repressions which the British
are directing for the moment j FEAR ARAB REVOLT 
against the Jewish population | Thanks to a constant inflow , 
of Palestine and which w ill set of foreign capital, the Jews have 
the stage for beating down all ■ constructed in Palestine a closed 
the more savagely the Arab economy within the Arab econ- 
population at the first signs of ' omy. This economy affords them 
revolt. When the apologists of a standard of living far higher 
imperialism allege that it is the ; than that of the Arab popula- 
terrorists who are “ attacking” j tion, even though it  falls below 
while imperialism is only “ de- English or American living j 
fending itself,”  each class con- standards. But the Jewish popu- 
scious worker must reply: j lation constitutes a tiny island

"But why do the British troops surrounded by an Arab world in 
remain in the country? Let Eng- ferment. I t  is in mortal fear of 
land immediately withdraw its the perspective of an Arab re
army from Palestine, and there volt which threatens to drown 
will be no more reason for it  to in blood the Zionist dream of a 
‘defend itself’ against the Pal- Jewish State, 
estinian population!”  i t  is this fear which drives the
ANALYZE ITS AIMS Jewish population of Palestine

n -U to demand an unlimited Jewish But in condemning the British ... . , immigration because each newrepressions, the conscious worker . . .  ? ,__ .___ . . _____ .. . „  Jewish immigrant is one moreought not automatically to em- ,_.. .. , ., . . . soldier and imperceptibly tendsbrace the cause of the Jewish „ . ..__.
terrorists He should rather t0 change the relationship of
carefully analyze the kirns and folXeS between Arabs and Jews carefully analyze the aims and ^  the advantage of the latter.
the social origins of this move- „  Js llkewise wlth an eye t0 the

,men ‘ future m ilitary showdown be-
The terrorists and their tween the Arabs and Jews, con- 

spokesmen abroad, the so-called Sjdered inevitable by the Zion- 
: “ Jewish Committee for Nation- jsts, that they have created a 
al Liberation,” pretend to fight powerful army, the Hagana, in 
for an independent Palestine i which practically every adult 

j and to drive British imperial- j ew ¡n the country is enrolled.
| ism from the country. They em- The Hagana was armed dur- 
ploy .the vocabulary of the Euro- ing the war, in great measure 

i pean resistance inovements un- w ith the aid of British imperial- 
der the Nazi occupation. , ism,, in case Rommel attacked

But their true, reactionary Palestine and as a safeguard 
and anti-labor character ap- against an Arab uprising. I t  
pears more clearly when one ex- was the Hagana that first used 

| amines the declarations of the terrorists for bold m ilitary raids 
leaders to the effect that they behind the German-Italian lines 

' are not in favor of free elections during the war, as strikebreak- 
. . .  until "the Hebrew people ers against the Arabs, etc. 
who are in foreign lands will m  return for services render- 
have had the opportunity to re- ed to imperialism, the Zionist 
enter their fatherland.”  These leaders hoped to obtain at the 
strange "liberators” and "demo- end of the war rewards in the 
crats”  in reality wish to impose form of unlimited freedom of 
on Palestine the dictatorship of immigration, or in any case large 
a minority of the population (at scale immigration into Palestine, 
present the Jews constitute only However, these hopes were 
25% of the Palestinian popula- cruelly dashed.
tion) and to deprive the Arab ___ ___
population of its political sov- UTILIZES ANTAGONISMS 
ereignty, just as British imper- British imperialism knows 
ialism does. well how to UTILIZE for its

The reactionary character of own benefit antagonisms between 
the terrorist movement stands the Jews and Arabs, and how to 
out even more clearly in the re- i EXPLOIT FOR ITS OWN PRO- 
cent attacks launched by its * F IT the Zionist movement 
members on the locals of the ex- against Arab liberation move- 
treme le ft Zionist workers party, | ments. But i t  has no interest

to pursue their embarrassing 
dual policy of having their M in
isters vote for the policy of sup
pressing the Indo-Chinese while 
the Stalinist deputies tried to 
maintain the party’s popularity 
by abstaining.

W ith the failure of the Mos
cow Conference, Stalin decided 
to permit the French Stalinists 
to make a turn. As an opposi
tion party out of the govern
ment, their hands are freer to 
oppose the pressure of Wash
ington in France. Naturally, 
this opposition is aimed solely to 
serve the foreign interests of the 
Kremlin.

A t the same time, the French 
Stalinists undoubtedly hope to 
polish up their damaged repu
tations, recoup their political 
losses, picking up what the "So
cialiste”  lose, and w ith a gain 
in membership increase their 
bargaining power. In  this game, 
the Kremlin considers the French 
working class nothing but a 
pawn.

How long the French Stalin
ists w ill remain out of the gov
ernment remains to be seen. They 
cannot be trusted for one mom
ent.

alists, who were - being courted 
at the same time by the Amer
ican imperialists. In order not 
to lose the good will of the Arab 
feudal chiefs, the English gov- 

j ernment was ready to complete
ly stop Jewish immigration into 
Palestine.

Such were the conditions un
der which the protest movement 
by world Zionism was unleashed. 
I t  is easy to see that this move
ment does not at all wish to 
drive from Palestine British im
perialism, which is regarded as 
an indispensable ally against an 

I eventual Arab revolt. This move- 
i ment pursues the sole aim of 
| EXERTING PRESSURE on the 
' British government for conces
sions on immigration.

| In  order to demonstrate their 
| “ good w ill” towards imperialism, 
the Zionist leaders have sudden- 

i ly abandoned the terrorists 
whom they had clandestinelj 
supported in past years. This ex
plains the desperate fury tc 

I which the terrorists have been 
j driven.

(This is the first in a series ol 
articles on the Palestine Ques
tion by a Belgian Trotskyist. 
The second m il appear next 
week.)
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Leon Trotsky

Rising Fear Of War
Two recent polls Ind icate  how apprehensive 

the  Am erican people are over W a ll S tree t’s 
d rive  tow ard  another w ar. George G allup, 
D ire c to r o f the  Am erican In s titu te  o f Public 
O pin ion, reported A p r il 28 th a t more th a n  
seven ou t o f 10 voters are convinced W orld  
W a r I I I  w ill break w ith in  25 years. F ive ou t 
o f 10 believe i t  w il l  come w ith in  10 years.

The po ll showed a decided s h if t  in  pub lic  
op in ion  since M arch  1945. A t th a t tim e  on ly 
38% th o u g h t another war would occur w ith in  
25 years, w h ile  45% th o u g h t i t  impossible and 
17% had no opin ion. By M arch  1946 the per
centages were 69% yes, 19% no and 12% had 
no opin ion. Today the percentages are 73% 
yes, 18% no and 9% no opin ion.

The o the r po ll, reported by the M ay 2 PM, 
is even more s ign ifican t, since i t  ind icates the 
general awareness among the people o f who 
is responsible fo r the  course tow ard  war. More 
th a n  15,000 people from  a ll over the U n ited  
States responded to a debate on Am erica ’s 
Tow n M eeting of the A ir  —  “ Does Our New 
Fore ign  Policy Lead to  Peace o r W ar? ’’ M ax 
Lerner o f PM and Senator G len T ay lo r of 
Idaho  held  th a t i t  does. Opposing them  were 
A lf  Landon, fo rm e r Republican candidate fo r  
President, and James Burnham , professor a t 
New Y o rk  U n ive rs ity  and renegade from  the 
M a rx is t movement.

O u t o f the 15,000 replies, 75% were .con
vinced th a t the T rum an  D octrine  is leading 
tow ard  w ar!

These two polls give an excellent ind ica 
tio n  o f the widespread fea r of w ar and oppo
s ition  to the  T ru m an  D octrine. They con
f irm  the tim eliness o f the proposal jnade by 
the  Socia list W orkers P a rty  th a t the w ar
m ak ing  powers be taken away from  Congress 
and the decision on p lung ing  in to  w ar o r re 
m a in in g  a t peace be vested in  the people. 
T h is  proposal is summed up in  the slogan, 
“ L e t The People Decide For Themselves The 
Question o f Peace o r W a r!"

T h is  demand should be vigorously pushed 
by every one who opposes im p e ria lis t war. I f  
th e  w ar-m ak ing  powers are le f t  w ith  W all 
S tree t’s p o litic a l representatives in  the W hite  
House and Congress, they w ill d isregard pub
l ic  opposition and take Am erica in to  W orld 
W ar I I I  ju s t as they disregarded pub lic  oppo
s itio n  and took Am erica In to  W orld  W ar I  
and W orld  W ar I I .

They Are All Guilty
The U n ited  States has ju s t Ind icted 24 ex

ecutives o f the huge I.  G. Farben industrie  fo r 
“ fom enting  and waging aggressive war, fo r 
mass m urder and p lunder, and fo r  generous 
fin a n c ia l assistance" to enable H itle r  to come 
to  power. These top Germ an In dus tria lis ts  are 
sure ly g u ilty  of the crimes enumerated. They 
are no less g u ilty  th a n  H itle r, Goebbels and 
G oerlng who served as th e ir  h ired  agents. 
The German workers would long since have 
hanged these in d u s tria l p ira tes and th e ir  
Nazi accomplices, had they n o t been p reven t
ed by the Am erican M ilita ry  Occupation.

The G erm an Farben industrie  was only one 
l in k  in  a chain  o f in te rn a tio n a l carte ls w hich  
were fom enting  w ar a,nd aided the rise of H it 
le r  and M ussolin i to power. The M ilita n t has 
continuously exposed the crimes o f the Am er
ican co-conspirators w ith  the I. G. Farben
industrie  against the Am erican people and the 
peoples o f the world. Dow Chemical, S tand
a rd  O il o f New Jersey and the A lum inum  Com
pany of Am erica specifica lly  m entioned in  the 
in d ic tm e n t are on ly some o f the Am erican 
firm s  th a t worked as partners o f the accused 
Germ an industria lis ts . I f  the facts were fu l ly  
uncovered, every member of Am erica ’s S ix ty  
R ichest Fam ilies would share in  the g u ilt.

Does the  in d ic tm e n t include these Am er
ican  in d u s tr ia l gangsters as co-defendants? 
N o t a t a ll. I t  e xp lic it ly  states th a t the Am er
ican ind us tria lis ts  entered in to  ca rte l a rrange
m ents w ith  th e ir  Nazi bloodbrothers w h ich  
d irec tly  led to “ mass m urder and spo lia tion.”  
B u t i t  resorts to tr ic k e ry  by c la im ing  th a t 
these innocent Am erican lambs were hood
w inked in to  m aking  these agreements. The 
ind ic tm e n t, of course, fa ils  to  m ention  the 
enormous sums the m onopolists received fo r 
th e ir  p a rt o f the deals, as i t  rem ains s ilen t

about the  fin a n c ia l assistance they gave to  
H it le r  and h is storm  troopers.

Th is  crude and clumsy a tte m p t to shie ld and 
whitewash the  Am erican in d u s tr ia l brigands 
should be exposed. The Am erican labor move
m en t should ca ll upon the  governm ent also 
to  in d ic t the o ffic ia ls  o f a ll the corporations 
in  th is  coun try  w h ich  entered In to  carte ls w ith  
I.  G. Farben industrie  and o the r G erm an con
cerns and are equally g u ilty  p f the crimes 
a ttr ib u te d  to th e ir  G erm an partners.

L e t a ll the  ca p ita lis t conspirators be hailed 
before an Am erican tr ib u n a l and made to pay 
fo r th e ir  crimes. Le t the people of th is  coun
t r y  lea rn  the whole tru th  about these h ig h - 
placed m urderers fo r  p ro fit .

Vote--For Whom?
A t the huge dem onstration against a n ti-  

labor leg is la tion  in  D e tro it’s Cadillac Square 
on A p r il 24, UAW vice-president R icha rd  T. 
Leonard said:

“ Had the m u ltitu de  th a t I  am fac ing  today 
gathered In such num bers a t the vo ting  booths 
las t Nov. 5 there would be no necessity fo r  
today’s ra lly .”

T h is  s ta tem ent was p a rtly  true  and p a rtly  
false.

I t  is true  th a t by p o litic a l action las t year 
the Am erican workers could have changed the 
s itu a tio n  in  Congress today. Instead o f being 
on the defensive against B ig Business and its  
p o litic a l agents, the labor m ovement could 
now have been in  pos ition  a t W ashington n o t 
on ly to  defend b u t to advance its  own in te r 
ests, liv in g  standards and rights.

B u t n o t m erely by going to the vo ting  booths 
in  g reat numbers. N ot by doing w ha t Leon
ard and the o the r un ion  bureaucrats advised 
them  to do las t November—to  support Demo
crats against Republicans. The p roof o f th is  
is in  the vote on the H artley  b il l in  the House 
o f Representatives where a m a jo r ity  o f the 
Democrats, ju s t like  a m a jo r ity  of the Re
publicans, voted to cripple the labor movement.

O n ly by sending scores o f labor’s own rep
resentatives to Congress las t November could 
the workers have been able to Impede the pres
en t a n ti- la b o r leg isla tive drive. For th a t i t  
was necessary to create a labor party , w h ich  
Leonard and the o ther top union o ffic ia ls  
s tubborn ly  opposed and fo ug h t against.

The need fo r  p o litic a l action— independent 
p o lit ic a l action against the ca p ita lis t parties 
and p o litic ia ns— is the most pressing problem 
before Am erican labor. The un ion  m ilita n ts  
w ill  have to  take the lead in  p rom oting  th is  
labor p a rty  movement. O n ly under Irresistib le  
pressure from  the ranks w ill the bureaucrats 
be compelled to break labor’s ca p tiv ity  to the 
boss-controlled Dem ocratic and Republican 
Parties.

Centralla Whitewash
A fte r  the C en tra lia  m ine disaster claimed 

the lives of 111 coal m iners, Governor Green 
of I ll in o is  appointed a hand-p icked  comm ittee 
to  investigate the causes o f the tragedy. T h is  
Republican p o litic ia n  had tu rned  a deaf ear 
to the  plea sent by these m iners a year before 
“ to please save our lives”  by enforc ing  the state 
m ine sa fe ty laws.

Green’s com m ittee p roh ib ited  testim ony th a t 
the  Ill in o is  D epartm ent o f M ines had shaken 
down m ine operators fo r  cam paign co n tr ibu 
tions to the Republican P a rty  in  re tu rn  fo r  the 
priv ilege  of d isregard ing safety regulations. 
T h is  was so raw th a t fo u r Dem ocratic members 
on the com m ittee walked out. The five  re 
m a in in g  Republican wheelhorses have now 
b rought in  th e ir  report.

T h is  repo rt whitewashes a ll Chose in  h ig h  
places whose c rim in a l negligence contribu ted  
to the murders. I t  p iously m entions the  equal 
“ respons ib ility ”  o f the coal operators and the 
State D epartm ent o f M ines. B u t the only per
son refe rred  to by name Is D risco ll O. Scan- 
lan, the local m ine inspector. I t  happens th a t 
Scanlan, who has been singled ou t to “ take the 
rap ,”  is the one o ff ic ia l in  whom C entra lla  
m iners placed any confidence. He Is the only 
Inspector who displayed any sym pathy fo r 
the  men o f Local 52 in  th e ir  year-long f ig h t 
to ward o ff  the  an tic ipa ted  explosion.

The report keeps s ilen t about Robert M. 
M ed ill who resigned as M ine Inspection ch ie f 
a fte r the disaster. Under Governor Green’s 
orders, M ed ill sided w ith  the operators against 
the m iners and converted the m ine inspecting 
force in to  a bunch o f “ boodle boys.”  M ed ill 
b lasted Scanlan fo r h is w arnings about the 
dangers a t C entra lla, saying "those damned 
hunkies a t the C en tra lia  m ine w ou ldn ’t  know 
the conditions a t the m ine I f  you d id n ’t  b ring  
i t  to  th e ir  a tte n tio n  in  your reports.”

N or does th is  co rrup t com m ittee ho ld  any 
one In  the m anagem ent responsible. Y e t the 
dead men tr ie d  to get the m in in g  certifica tes 
of the superin tendent and o ther o ffic ia ls  re
voked because they refused to observe the 
safety laws.

In  like  fashion the Federal authorities, in 
c lud ing  In te r io r  Secretary J. A. K rug, have 
been given a clean b il l  o f hea lth . The con
tra c t K ru g  signed w ith  the UMW specified: 
“ The Coal M ines A d m in is tra to r Is the  exclu
sive agency charged w ith  enforcem ent o f th is  
(safety) code and the correction o f v io la tions 
thereo f.”  Nevertheless, the Federal govern
m ent, w h ich  "seized”  the mines to break the 
s trike , took no steps to enforce the Federal 
M ine Safety Code a t C en tra lla  or elsewhere.

The C entra lla  tragedy shocked the A m eri
can people. 400,000 so ft coal m iners stopped 
work fo r  a week to pro test the m urder o f th e ir  
comrades. Despite these outcries, a shameless 
and contem ptib le  whitewash o f these crimes 
has been staged by the I llin o is  po litic ians. The 
widows and orphans of the dead men, the 
m iners and the en tire  Am erican w ork ing  class 
w ill no t be s ilen t u n t i l  an honest in q u iry  throws 
fu l l  l ig h t on these massacres fo r  p ro f it  and 
the g u ilty  are b rough t to justice,

THE PURPLE TESTAMENT,
edited by Don M. Wolfe,
Doubleday &  Co., 1946, 361
pp., $2.50.
This book w$s written by 53 

disabled veterans ot World War 
I I  when they were taking a 
course in English composition at 
a university where they were 
training to become counsellors 
to other disabled veterans. It  
does not pretend to be a finely- 
contrived literary work; it  is 
more than that: i t  is an ho.ies* 
record of important moment* in 
the lives of young Americans be
fore, during and after the wa: 
and what they thought about 
them.

Most of the chapters in the 
book are very short—two or three 
pag^ on an average. I t  therefore 
gives a wide coverage to a diver
sity of experiences. The follow
ing are a few which stood out 
for one reader.

The 16-year old lad who left 
his unhappy home at the begin
ning of the depression and wan
dered around Irnely and unloved 
until he joined the Army; the 
reluctance of a lookie to get out 
of his cot on a cold morning; the 
sensation of a paratreoper- 
trainee on the occasion of his 
firs t jump.

The resentment of a soldier 
who was almost court-martialed 
because he approached- a colonel 
on a train and politely asked 
him If he would have a drink; 
the embarrassment of a young 
sailor who was caught in the 
unpardonable, un-American act 
of using the private toilet of the 
captain of his ship; an eyewit
ness report on “Justice—Litch
field Style.”

The scenes, sounds and taste 
of battle in all parts of the 
world, on land and on sea, in

foxholes, and in the air; the 
sensations recorded by different 
kinds of men when they were 
finally h it; the agony of a sol
dier whose buddies in a Flying 
Fort were lost m the day he 
was left .behind in a hospital 
for some minor illness.

D-Day in Normandy and the 
account of It by the only soldier 
in his outfit who survived the 
assault-landing; a report of the 
capture of Viru harbor on New 
Georgia, recorded in the official 
communique in only 57 words; 
the "tragedy at Palermo," when 
through an error American ships 
shot down American planes and 
American gunners then slaught
ered American airmen descend
ing in parachutes.

This short account only touches 
the highlights; there are many 
more. The book deserves a very 
wide distribution for that rea
son; and also because all profits 
on the book are to be divided 
among thé 53 authors.

—H. L. BENTLEY

THE LAST T IM E  I  SAW 
PARIS, by E llio t Paul, Ban
tam Books, 1946, 416 pp., 25 
cents. .
This book destroys a myth 

about pre-war France. I t  was 
supposed to be a gay. happy,* 
carefree country, given up to 
wine, women, and song. Even 
the song about this book per
petuates this myth—"The last 
time I  saw Paris, her heart was 
young and gay; I  heard the 
laughter of her heart in every 
street cafe.”  The song actually 
distorts the book, which Is a 
tragic and heart - rending ac
count of the miseries and disap
pointments suffered by the 
French people after World

War I.
The author, Elliot Paul, lived 

on a lower middle-class Paris 
street for twenty years. Unlike 
many foreign correspondents, he 
spoke French, made close friends 
with his neighbors, and knew 
their lives intimately. He tells 
his story from the point of view 
of these friends of his on the 
street—a clerk, a government 
worker, a laborer, a politician.

There was a terrible decline 
in their living standards in the 
1920’s and 1930’s. In 1936 a tre
mendous wave of strikes shook 
the country. A “ Popular Front” 
government was formed by the 
Socialist Party and Communist 
Party, in alliance with liberal 
capitalist politicians.

Thè disillusionment was swift 
and terrible. The Socialist and 
Communist parties kept on cap
itulating to the capitalist gov
ernment. The profit system with 
its unemployment and misery 
remained. The people on Elliot 
Paul’s street clenched their fists 
in their bitter anger, but could 
do nothing about it. Their lead
ership — the Socialist and Com
munist parties — had betrayed 
them.

After the collapse of the Popu
lar Front government nothing 
remained but hopelessness. When 
the Germans marched in, they 
found opposing them a com
pletely demoralized people who 
had no fa ith in their treacherous 
leadership, or in the corrupt, 
inefficient government. That is 
the true history of events lead
ing to the German occupation 
of 1940. This book provides an 
understanding of these events 
despite a certain sentimentality 
and lack'of political analysis on 
the part of the author.

—JULES KRAMER

34,000 Auto Workers 
Out On Strike In France

(Continued, from Page 1)
ized and strike activities coor
dinated, sympathy movements 
began developing in other auto 
and metal plants in the Paris 
area, including Citroen, Berliet 
and Ford. Renault delegations 
met with workers of those plants 
in an effort to generalize the 
strike throughout the industry.

PARIS, Apr. 30 — Already 
gravely split over the reaction
ary policy pursued against the 
freedom-seeking people of Mada
gascar, the Cabinet was thrown 
Into a new furor this morning. 
I f  the Renault strike is won, the 
government’s entire policy of

Militarists Prepare Secret 
Blueprint For A New War

(C ontinued from  Page 1)
Chamber of Commerce meeting 
in their annual convention at 
Washington last week. Deupree 
informed these businessmen that 
his Board intends to rely upon 
the aid and advice of 75 indust
ria l committees set up op the 
pattern of the War Production 
Boards of the last war.

The firs t of these advisory 
Committees from the rubber in 
dustry met with the Board in 
Washington this month. 31 rep- : 
resentatives of the business end j 
of the rubber trade from import
ing to manufacturing were called 
in to discuss questions involved 
in the procurement and produc
tion of this key war commodity.

Up to now the Army-Navy Mu
nitions Board has been operating 
under strictest secrecy. I t  has 
had to l i f t  a small corner of the 
curtain concealing its plans be
cause of the expansion and In
tensification of its activities. Of
ficials seek to justify the sup
pression of information which 
affects the lives and liberties of 
every American on the pretext 
of m ilitary security.

But there are other reasons for 
their "hush-hush" policy.

Under this war mobilization
plan the President is given un-

precedented dictatorial powers 
which he can invoke not after 
the outbreak of war but before, 
when “ a cloud, such as Munich 
was in 1938, develops.” He is 
also to be handed a large fund 
to swing the plan into action 
without delay. The Chief Exec
utive is also empowered'to decree 
controls over labor.

This is the most sihister as
pect of the plan—and one about 
which the fewest details have 
been permitted to leak out. I t  
Is obvious, nevertheless, that all 
the vicious wartime regulations 
which robbed the workers of 
their rights—wage-freezing, job
freezing, discriminatory classifi
cation by draft boards, and pos
sibly labor conscription—are em
braced In this program. The 
Wall Street Journal bluntly de
clares: “ I f  you’re an employe, 
expect to be told where you’ll 
work and what you’ll do if  the 
national safety is jeopardized.”

That is why no representative.1 
of the unions have been asked 
to participate in the preliminary 
conferences at Washington and 
why the workers are being kept 
in total ignorance of the regi
mentation being plotted for them 
by the militarists and monopo
lists.

wage freezing and other heavy 
sacrifices by the workers faces 
failure.

Led by General Maurice Thor- 
ez, the Communist (Stalinist) 
Ministers left the meeting in a 
huff. Ce Soir, the Stalinist eve
ning daily, reported in head
lines that “ The Communist M in
isters Quit the Cabinet Meet
ing Where They Defended 
Against the Majority the Wage 
Demands.”

A different story is told by 
Le Monde, generally held to 
have inside sources of informa
tion in the government. Accord
ing to this conservative paper, 
Thorez expressed astonishment 
in the Cabinet meeting that the 

! strike could reach such propor- 
! tlons despite the efforts of the 
Stalinist-controlled CGT to curb 
it.

Thorez castigated the “ Social
ist” morning daily, Le Populaire, 
for supporting the strike while 
the “ Socialist”  Ministers opposed 
it  and expressed further aston
ishment that the entire press 
gave such prominence to the 
strike and the "CGT minority”

I leading it.
His accusation that the whole 

affair smelled of the DGER, the 
! government secret intelligence 
service, indicates how the Stal
inists hope to smear the strike 
leadership.

; He concluded his harangue 
with the “ threat” that in case a 
movement to the left of the Stal
inists does succeed in arousing 
mass action, the Stalinist lead
ers do not intend to be left out 
n the cold, but would take 
charge of i t  themselves. This ac- 
ords with L’Humanite’s abrupt 

/w itch from opposition to support 
of the strike. The Stalinists wish 
to head the strike only to stab 

I i t  in the back a t'the  opportune 
I moment.

■ ■ <

May Day Celebrations 
Throughout The World

.....................................By George Lavan—
Millions of workers throughout the world observed 

their international working class holiday on May Day.
In  every city of Germany demonstrations were 

held. All the coal miners In the Ruhr Valley — 300,- 
000 of them — downed tools and went to working 
class rallies. Thousands marched through the rain in 
Berlin.

The workers of Paris — hundreds of thousands 
strong — paraded through the streets. U.S. Ambas
sador Jeffrey Caffrey and “ atom-bomb Russia now”  
William C. B u llitt watched the gigantic demonstra
tion from a balcony.

While the Ruhr miners were protesting the hun
ger, cold and oppression they suffer, the Stalinists 
in France used the May Day parade to deal a blow 
against the German workers. Instead of reaching 
out the hand of solidarity, Stalinist contingents car
ried banners demanding: "More coal from the Ruhr 
for France.”

In Ita ly gigantic demonstrations were held in all 
the cities. In  the rural districts the peasants paraded 
for a better world. An attack on one peasant demon
stration led to a general strike which rocked the 
government.

The attack occurred at Piana Dei Greci in Sicily. 
A band of 400 peasants marching through a narrow 
mountain pass to join the demonstration In a nearby 
town were ambushed by monarchists and fascists. 
Women and children singing the Internationale and 
carrying armfuls of flowers were mowed down by 
machine-gun fire. Ten peasants were killed and 33 
wounded. The whole Italian working class rose in  
anger at these murders. A nation-wide two-hour 
strike was held May 3, to force the apprehension of 
the murderers and the rich landowners who back 
them.

In Trieste British and American troops aided by 
the local police used tear gas and fire hoses to 
break up a parade of 5,000 which had been forbidden.

Half a million workers in Vienna turned out for 
the working class holiday. Another half-million de
monstrated in Budapest. Great demonstrations were 
also held, in Warsaw while the usual mockery of this 
holiday was staged in Moscow under Stalin’s eyes 
and by his satraps in all the other centers of tha 
Soviet Union.

Although demonstrations had been banned by the 
reactionary Greek government, work stoppages took 
place. In Franco Spain police patrols were Increased 
to prevent any stoppages of work.

Parades took place in all the major cities of Pal
estine.

In  Japan 400,000 workers demonstrated in front 
of the Imperial Palace against the Government. In  
Shanghai workers were out in the rain with banners 
reading; "Down with the corrupt officials" and 
"Down with Privileged Capital.”

F ifty thousand workers marched through tha 
downtown section of Mexico City in one of the larg
est demonstrations ever seen there.

In  Oslo. Norway this was the firs t May Day cele
brated as a legal holiday. A demonstration of 25,000 
workers ̂ took place. Forty thousand paraded in Den
mark. In  Sweden 65,000 participated in the tradi
tional workers’ holiday.

Police broke up a meeting in Montreal, Canada 
called by a committee of CIO and AFL trade union
ists.

Although most of the great demonstrations in tha 
world capitals were held under the official leadership 
of the Stalinists and reformists, the aspirations of 
the masses and their willingness to fight for a work
ers’ w'orld could not be stifled.

Greek Workers Honor 
Martyrs On May Day
 

May Day was celebrated in Athens not only as 
, the international workers’ holiday, but also as tha 

third anniversary of the execution of 200 political 
hostages, among them several leading militants of 
the Greek Trotskyist movement and of the Archio- 
marxist movement. This episode remains among 
the bloodiest of all witnessed under the particularly 
hard occupation of Greece by the Italian and Ger
man imperialist troops. The Nazi terror in Greece 
reached its heights in Aprll-May 1944.

During this period the concentration camps, and 
particularly that of Chaidari near Athens, were 
filled with tens of thousands of men arrested by 
the German and Greek Gestapo in the course of 
nightly expeditions to the workers’ quarters and 
the villages. Most of these men were later deport
ed to Germany. At Chaidari, however, a suffi
cient number of political hostages were left from 
whom the Nazis chose those they shot in reprisal 
for acts of resistance among the Greeks.

On the eve of May Day, 1944, Greek partisans 
killed a German general at Malaos, near Sparta. 
To avenge him and to counter at the same time the 
intensified resistance which then took place through
out the country, the Nazis decided upon a spec
tacular execution of 200 political hostages in fu ll 
daylight and in the very center of Athens. They 
picked them at Chaidari.

The execution took place in the workers’ district 
of Kaisariani in the presence of thousands of men 
and women who, upon hearing the news, invaded 
the neighboring hills and the balconies of houses. 
In answer to this crime, the working population of 
Athens unleashed a general strike that same day. 
Late into the night excited crowds marched through 
the streets of the city and demonstrated, despite 
the mobilization of the police and of the army of 
occupation.

Among those shot on that First of May, the 
proletariat of Greece has honored every year there
after the following names:

Comrades Christos Soulas, N. Pantazis, H. Mitsis, 
M. Giannakoureas, B. Tsamtsas, G. Kovanis and 
G. Krocos, all members and leaders of the Greek 
movement of the Fourth International.

Comrades Andronls, Katzichristos, Perachia and 
Papadlmitroupoulos, of the Archiomarxist organi
zation.

The End Of The Comintern
By James P. Cannon

With
Manifesto Of The Fourth Interna

tional On The Dissolution Of 
The Comintern

36 pages 10 cents

Pioneer Publishers
116 University PL, N. Y. 3, N. Y.
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The Workers’ Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of “ The M ilitant". Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and 
address. Indicate if  you do not want your name printed.

Postwar Prosperity Begins To Fade A way 
As First Grim Signs Of Depression Appear

THE MILITANT A R M Y

'“Be The Champ 
And Go To Camp”

“ BE THE CHAMP AND GO TO 
CAMP!”  This is Chicago’s slo
gan for a 7-week campaign 
launched April 27. The goal is 
300 subscriptions to The M ili
tant. Miriam Roberts, Campaign 
Manager, announces that "the 
prize w ill be a week’s vacation 
at the Midwest Summer Camp 
for the one who gets the most 
subs. We are divided into four 
teams: Southside, North Side, 
West Side, and Northwest Side. 
So, besides having individual 
competition, we are also having 
group competition. A t present 
we have 34 subs toward our goal. 
H. Smith is leading w ith 11 subs.”  

* * *
Philadelphia launched a 5- 

week campaign on April 15. 
“This batch of 12 subs,”  writes 
Pauline Ryder, "is the beginning 
product, in part, of our work in 
a new neighborhood. In  addi
tion to the subscriptions, 35 sin
gle copies of The M ilitan t' were 
sold. Many of the people to 
whom we sold single copies will 
be re-visited for subs.”

*  *  *

F. Lester, M ilitan t Agent for 
San Francisco, .reports: "We
plan to start our sub drive the 
week of May 11 and w ill in 
corporate our call - back work. 
The main emphasis is to be on 
new subs. The campaign will 
run for 6 weeks and we are set
ting ourselves the goal of 100 
subs.”  We can expect exciting 
reports from San Francisco.

*  *  *

“ Yesterday,”  writes Rena Bre- 
shi for the Boston Branch, “ we 
went out on our sub campaign 
and obtained 12 subs, including 
a few requests to return next 
Sunday. The people we meet 
are quite friendly. They invite 
us into their homes to chat and 
discuss with them. The com
rades look forward to going out 
Sundays with more and more en
thusiasm.”

*  *  •

Milwaukee’s campaign is right 
on schedule, according to Fred 
Martin. "W ith the enclosed 17 
subs,”  he says, " I  figure that our 
total so far is 91 toward our quota 
of 100 subs. We have until the 
end of this week, May 3, to reach 
our goal. This last batch of 
subs has some good prospects in 
it—three railroad workers, three 
former subscribers to the M il
waukee Leader (local Socialist

Come and m eet o th er ‘M ilita n t9 Rentiers  
At these Local A ctiv ities  of

The Socialist W orkers Party

Dunne Praises 
Phone Strikers, 
Scores Mayor

AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. How
ard St. Open Mon. through | 
Friday, 4 to 6 p.m.; Saturdays j 
2 to 4 p.m. ' ' |

BAYONNE—62 W. 23rd St. Open ( 
house 2nd and 4th Saturdays. j

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open 
Saturdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 7:30 
to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO — M ilitant Forum, 
629 Main St., 2nd floor Phone 
MAdison 3960. Open every 
afternoon except Sunday.

Open house and current 
events discussion every Satur
day, 8:30 p.m. Admission free

CHICAGO—777 W Adams (cor
ner Halsted) Open 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily, except Sunday. 
Tel. Dearborn 4767. Library, 
bookstore.

CLEVELAND — M ilitant Forum 
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at 
Peck’s Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St. 
(off Wade Park Ave.).

DETROIT—6108 Linwood Ave., 
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Mon
day through Saturday, 12 to 
5 p.m. Current events forum 
and open house, Saturday from 
8 p.m. .

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St., F lin t 
8, Mich. Open Monday through 
Friday, 5 to 9 p.m.

LOS ANGELES—M ilitant Pub
lishing Assn., 316y2 W. Pico 
Blvd. Open daily, 12 noon to 
5 pm. Phone Richmond 4644.

Friday, 8 p.m. — M ilitant 
Workers Forum, 466 E. Vernon.

SAN PEDRO. M ilitant Publish
ing Assn.. — 1008 S. Pacific, 
Room 214.

LYNN, Mass., 44 Central Square,

Room 11. Discussion every 
Tuesday 7:30 p.m.; open Sat
urdays 1-5 p.m.

MILWAUKEE — M ilitant Book
shop, 608 S. 5 St., open 7 :30 
to 9:30 p.m.

•IN’NEAPOLIS—10 South 4th 
St., open 10 a m. to 6 p.m. daily 
except Sunday. Tel. Main 7781 
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.
NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855 

Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open 
1st and 3rd Monday, 7:30- 
9:30 p.m. Sunday forums, 2nd 
and 4th of month, 8:30 p.m.

NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. Library 
and reading room open week 
nights. 7-10 pm.

Friday night forum, 8:30. 
V.W YORK—CITY HQ., 116 
University Place, GR. 5-8149

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. 
Rm. 23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Dis
cussion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave.. 
1st floor, phone T I 2-0101.

Discussion on the SWP Pro
gram every Wed. 8 pm.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St., 
Rhone ST. 3-7483.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St.. 
phone CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wed
nesday, Odd Fellows Temple. 
410 - 11th St. For information 
write to P.O. Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W.

MINNEAPOLIS, M ay 1 — 
Speaking a t a May Day meet
ing sponsored by the M in 
neapolis B ranch o f the So
c ia lis t W orkers Party , V in 
cent R. Dunne, the p a rty ’s 
candidate fo r  Mayor, com-

Girard Ave., 2nd floor. Open 
daily. Friday forum, 8 p.m 
Phone Stevenson 5820. 
rrSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave.. 
2nd floor. Office hours: Wed. 
7 to 9:30 p.m.: Sat. and Sun. 
3 to 9 p.m. Open forums Sun. 
3 p.m. Tel. Court 6060.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 623 
Sixth Ave., open 7 to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

SAN FRANCISCO — School of 
Social Science, 305 Grant Ave., 
cor. of Grant and Sutter, 4th 
floor open from 12 noon to 
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun
day. Phone EXbrook 1926. 

SEATTLE—191914 Second Ave. 
Open 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Mon. through Fri., 12 to 5 p.m. 
Sat.
Tel. SE-0453 Library, book
store.

Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Basic 
Training Class.

ST. LOUIS — 1023 N. Grand 
Blvd., Room 312. Forums 
Thursday. 8:30 p.m. Phone 
Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St.. St. 
Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137. 
Open daily 2:30-9:30.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings 
every Wednesday, 8 pm., at 
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw
cett. Discussions on current 
topics. For information, write 
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—108 Summit St., To- 
.ledo 4, O. Open daily. Phone 
MAin 8919.

YOUNGSTOWN — 3514 South 
Ave., Youngstown 3, O. Open 
12-5 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. Phone 8*1355.

f ir s t  pub lic m eeting to n ig h t 
by celebrating May Day in the 
true tradition of the Trotskyist 
movement. Despite bad weath
er, a number of young people 
active ln trade union and vet
erans organizations were present.

The audience was enthused by 
George Clarke’s presentation of 
“The Future Of The American 
Worker.”  A lively question per- } 
iod around the Issue of the Labor

mended the telephone s tr ik 
ers tonight "for carrying out the 
true spirit of May Day by figh t
ing for their rights.”

An audience of Minneapolis 
workers which filled the SWP 
hall applauded the speaker again 
and again as he attacked Demo
cratic Mayor Humphrey’s role in 
the telephone strike. Dunne 

PH ILAD ELPH IA , M ay 1 __ pointed out that one of the basic

Phila. ACEWR 
Nets $250 At 
Benefit Dinner
The P h ilade lph ia  chapter of 
the Am erican Com m ittee For

Party showed the trend of European W orkers Relief,
thought among young working 
men and women. Several ex
cellent contact« were made at 
thi6 meeting, showing how re
sponsive the workers are to the 
SWP program.

Detroit Gives Banquet 
To Celebrate May Day

DETROIT, M ay 4 — The 
largest banquet ever held by 
the D e tro it B ranch of the 
Socialist Workers P a rty  was 
given here today to celebrate 
May Day. After an excellent 
turkey dinner, inspiring address
es were given on the significance 
of May Day and the need for 
a revolutionary socialist party.

Many of the guests took sub
scriptions to The M ilitant and 
contributed generously to aid 
European workers fighting for a 
better world. Others evidenced 
Interest in joining the SWP. A 
movie feature showed conditions 
in America during the last de
pression, and emphasized the 
need for a strong workers’ po
litical organization.

with which the Labor Action Eu
ropean Relief Service has been 
merged, held a highly success
ful Italian Night Benefit Din
ner at 1303 W. Girard Ave., last 
Tuesday night, with 120 people 
ln attendance.

W ith virtually all the food 
contributed by Italian business 
firms, together with contribu
tions from friends of the Com
mittee. $250 was cleared for the 
relief of Italian workers abroad.

planks in the SWP election plat
form calls for "an end to gov
ernment strikebreaking.”

Dunne condemned the "sham 
fight” which is going on in the 
campaign over the issue of “ a 
closed vs. an open city.”

“ I  stand for a real open city,”  
Dunne said, “ and by that I  mean 
a city which does not discrim
inate against Negro. Jewish or 
foreign - born citizens in any 
way.”

Grace Carlson, Campaign 
Manager, reported that 10.000 
copies of a special election fold-

Party paper), and a union of
ficial.”

*  *  *

Dorothy Lessing reports on 
Newark’s campaign: “ We ended 
our sub renewal campaign last 
Sunday w ith a luncheon and 
open house at headquarters. 
Team No. 5 won, and an ind i
vidual prize was given to the 
member of this team who piled 
up the most points. We visited 
about 300 subscribers and got 
65 subs during the campaign.”  

• • •
Paul Shell, Literature Agent 

for St. Paul, rushed in  8 subs, 
stating: “ We wanted to get thesa 
subs in for April. And, accord
ing to our records, these 8 subs 
should make our quota.”  Your 
records are correct, Comrade 
Shell. St. Paul has scored 100%' 
for April.

*  •  •

Our boosters are getting an in 
creasing number of workers in  
their shops to become regular 
readers of The M ilitant. The 
following report from Buffalo la 
only one of many: “ Every one 
of these 23 subs,” says Charles 
Carlson, Literature Agent, “ were 
sold in the various plants the 
comrades are working in. This 
is most gratifying because we 
know that The M ilitan t is reach, 
ing the working people direct 
in  the shops.”

•  •  *

Comrade Howard of Chicago
is carrying on a one-man cam
paign to get subs in his shop. 
Twenty-two of his friends on the 
job signed application blanks in  
the past two weeks to get The 
M ilitan t regularly.

*  *  *

The Los Angeles comrades 
really enjoyed themselves sell
ing individual copies of The M il
itant telling about the telephone 
strike. "During the past week, 
67 M ilitants were sold by Com
rades Janice and Frances to the 
telephone strikers’ mass meet
ing,”  says Literature Agent Har
ry Thompson. “ 14 Militants and 
89 copies of the pamphlet Build 
A Labor Party Now were sold by 
Myra and Frances at a Team
sters’ Union closed membership 
meeting. 29 Militants were sold 
at a CIO Protest Demonstration 
Against Anti-Labor Drive by 
Comrades Frances, Dorothy, Eth
el, Ruth, Janice and Pauline. 
2,500 May Day meeting leaflets 
wete also distributed.”

Goldy Geldman. director of the er are being distributed at fac- 
Philadelphia Chapter, greeted Tories and plant« and in work- 
the many friends who, by their '»8 class neighborhoods of the
attendance, contributed to the 
aid of the Italian anti-fascist 
fighters. She explained the pur
pose of the Committee, its aims, 
and listed some of the many 
achievements in rendering ma
terial aid in food, clothing, med
icine, etc.

city. An appeal for funds to aid 
the DUNNE-FOR-MAYOR cam
paign met with a generous re
sponse. Sevently - two dollars 
was contributed on the spot, 
some of this coming from work
ers who had made previous con
tributions to the SWP election

The merger of the LAERS with | fund 
the Philadelphia ACEWR gives i The final radio speech in the 
great promise for the growth and ! Minneapolis SWP election cam- 
extension of the work accom- paign will be given over Station 
plished. Special mention should | WMIN, Friday, May 9 at 8 p.m. 
be made of the excellent dinner ; A t that' time, V. R. Dunne will 
prepared under the supervision ! speak on “ Why Minneapolis 
of hard - working committee j Workers Should Vote Socialist 
member Irene Rose. ¡on May 12.”

Buy ‘The Militant* Here:
AKRON

News Exchange, 51 6. Main.
8WP, 8 So. Howard St.
La Salle Confectionery, 620 8. Main. 
Kallas Cigar Store, Main Be How
ard, N.W. corner.

BOSTON
Sam’a Corner, Central Ave., Lynn. 
Uptown News Co., 234 Huntington 
Ave., Boston.

BUFFALO
N. W. corner, Main &  Chippewa. 
Delaware Ave. &  Chippewa S.E. Cor, 

CAMPBELL, O.
Eldelman's Newsstand, Wilson Ave. 
near Sheet and Tube Employment 
Offiee.

CHICAGO
Ceshlnsky’fl Book 8tore,
2750 W. Division 
Socialist Workers Bookshop.
777 W. Adams.

CLEVELAND
O de M Newsstand, 9tb and Su
perior.

DETROIT
Family Theatre Newsstand, 
opposite theater 
••Militant’' Bookshop,
0108 Linwood Ave.

LOS ANGELES
316% West Pico Blvd. Room 2, 

near Olive St.
Downtown: NE corner 5th and
Main: 326 W. 5tb St.; Consolidated 
Bid. 6th and H ill:
Socialist Workers Party, 316% 
Pico Blvd.
Tesslers' Newsstand, 335% South 
H ill Street.
Boyle Hgt.: oomer Wabash & Ev
ergreen.
2210% Brooklyn Ave.
Hollywood: Stands at Hollywood 
and Cahuenga. Hollywood and Los 
Palmos.
210 W. 8th St.
Newsstand 4220 So. Central Ave 

MINNEAPOLIS
Labor Book Store, 10 6. 4 St. 
Shinder’s News Agency 
Hennepin Ave. and 6th St. 

MILWAUKEE
N.W. corner, Wisconsin Ave. on 
Third St.

NEWARK
Socialist Workers Party, 423 Spring 
field Ave.
S. W. Corner, Broad Be Market 
Broad Be Branford PI.
Broad Be Academy St.

NEW BRITAIN, CONN.
Ideal Cut-Rate, 432 Main 6t. 
Rossi’s Store, Stanley Be Church St 

NEW HAVEN 
Nodelman’s News Depot,
106 Church 6t.

NEW YORK
Manhattan, near 14th St.:
101 University PI.
116 University PI.
42 E. 14th St.
SE 4th Ave. Be Broadway 
SW 4th Ave. B: 14th St.
NE 4tb Ave. Be 14th St.
SW 3rd Ave. Be 14tb St.
212 East 14tb St.
Manhattan, near 42nd St.:
SW 5th Ave. Be 42nd St.
S Bet. 5th Be 6th Ave. Be 42nd St.

NE 6th Ave. Be 42nd St.
SE 6th Ave. Be 42nd St.
SW 6th Ave. Be 42nd 8t.
SW 7th Ave. Be 42nd St.
SW 8th Ave. Be 42nd 3t. 

Manhattan, at 125th St.
Lenox S.W. Corner
7th Ave. N.W. Corner
8th Ave. S.W. Corner
8th Ave. N.W. Corner
St. Nicholas Ave. N.W. Corner
St. Nicholas Ave. S.W. Corner
Bronx:
NW 174th 8t. Be Boston Road 
Tremont Ave. Be Southern Blvd. 

PHILADELPHIA
N.W. corner 13th 8t. Be Market 
Labor Forum, 1303 West Olrard. 
Broad and Arch.
Penn Station, 15th and Market 
N. E. Corner, Broad Be Race.
1343 Girard Ave.
S. E. Corner, 13th Be Filbert.
U th  and Market 8ts.
11th and Walnut Sts. 

PITTSBURGH
P. Be A. Newsstand, 220 Federal 

St.
M. Rose, 1332 F ifth  Ave.
Stand 8. side 12th Be Carson.
Good Luck Shoe Repair, 1922 Centre 
Ave.

PORTLAND, ORE.
134 S.W. Washington, 3d floor 
Rich’s Stand, cor. S.W. Washington 
and S.W. 6th Ave.

SAN DIEGO. CAL.
Grocery at 2896 Clay 8t.

SAN FRANCISCO
Joe’s Smoke Shop, 1798 Geary: 
Ray’s Smoke Shop. 1174 Sutter 
Street: MacDonald’s Book Store,
867 Mission Street: Qolden
Gate News Agency. 81 - 3rd St.. 
San ‘ Francisco School of Social 
Science. 305 W Grant.

SAN PEDRO
Williams Book Store. 284 W. 6th 8t 
M ilitan t Pub. Assn.,
1008 S. Pacific. Room 214.

SEATTLE
Eckert's, corner Washington 8t 
and 1st Ave.: Bishop’s Drug Store 
507 Jackson St.; Raymer’s Book 
Store, 905-3rd Ave.

ST. LOUIS
Floyd A. Glasby. Northslde Phar 
macy. 2957 Thomas St.
Newsstand at 9th and Washington 
Newsstand at 4th and Locust.

ST. PAUL 
540 Cedar St.

TACOMA, WASH.
Amusement Center, Between 11 At 
12 Sts. on Pacific.

TOLEDO
Labor Book Store, 8 So. 8ummit 
Finnie’s Hat Cleaners, 403 Indiana 
Ave.
B Be G Shoe Repair, 456 Indiana
Ave.
Herbeteon’s Beauty Shop, 2026 Can
ton.
Hirsch Newsstand, 319 St. Clair, 

FOUNGSTOWN 
Terrace Confectionery,
1947 Jacobs Road.

T e le p h o n e  S t r i k e r  Landlords’ costs have in - 1 a  n  a  n sW e r  t o  M  E C
« i j  » creased, his rents have dwindled M n »w e r  r o  W I.E .W .
W r i t e s  f r o m  C h ic a g o  to half his 1942 rents, and yet Editor:
Editor: labor fights the 15% raise. How I  think you people who edit

As a participant in the tele- ; can we be for unions i r  the face and publish The M ilitant deserve 
phone workers strike in Chicago, 1 ° f such an unfair situation? Up ; hea].ty pat on the back for be_
I  made some observations while | we ,have a1'vay® worked ' indulgent That
on the picket lines and at the for the unlons’ but should wf  ,  ,strikers’ moss meeting i now, with labor fighting against I long piece of organized confus-

¡10». moddM t» ™ » « . «»d
of our strike, the morale of the j We are one of the million of 1 downright prevarication, which
pickets is still high and they are small landlords with our life- I passed f or a letter by M E C
determined to stick to the ^  ^  that isn’t ^  for immediate and s,
Instead of becoming demoral- paying its way. We offered our
ized, the strikers are getting ang- husbands, sons and brothers for correction and refutation. First 
rier at the company and the freedom so no Gestapo would i of all, i t ’s good to see, at least, 
scabs. 1 run this country, and then we ' that he’s a reader and a sub-

These workers, quite inexperi- find ourselves in the hands of scriber to the paper, 
enced in the class struggle, are un-American, ruthless Gestapo i f  he continues reading The 
learning some important lessons like the OPA' ' M ilitant carefully each week, and
in  the course of the strike. For Let us have freedom from rent ' gives what he reads some sober
example, they, are learning that controls; let the law of supply j thought, he will be forced to the 
the interests of capital and la- and demand operate, let us be realization that what he calls 
bor cannot be reconciled, and free to set up housing for these your “ attempt to vindicate one 
they are seeing the true role of thousands of homeless veterans, man—Trotsky”  is incidental to 
the police. These boys fought for homes,, your primary aim—the enlight-j

When scabs threw water on f° r  freedom, and now live in enment and organization of the \ 
the heads of the pickets in front sleeping rooms and eat out, cost- American working people in their 
of one telephone exchange, the ing them exorbitant prices just fight for a new and better world, 
general comment was: " I f  wc for existence. I ’ve had hundreds Leon Trotsky, sterling revolu- 
did anything like that, the cops beg and weeP for an apartment, tionist and co-leader with V. I. 
would arrest us immediately.”  I t ’s cruel and why? Because Lenin of the Russian people in | 

Very few telephone subscrib- rent controls prevent us from their great revolution in 1917, [ 
ers have crossed picket lines in reconverting houses now avail- would not have wanted it  to be i 
order to pay their telephone bills able- I otherwise, I ’m sure. In this I
at the various business offices. I I f  labor is ruthless with land- wolld ° f  cruel exploitation of la- 
There have been many who ex- lords, how can they expect fa ir- bor.’ ° f b es and deceit, people like j 
pressed their sympathy with our ness and justice from capital? you are courageously swimming 
•tolke. Do unions want the landlords to ga ins t the tide and fighting for

Hirst-hand experience is con- lobby Congress against strikes justice and truth, 
vincing these workers that bg- anc’ other labor practices? I f  M.E.C. writes about the "larg- 
hind the AT&T’s attempts to labor is going to fight us then : er and larger role”  which the ; 
smash the independent telephone we shall have to fight their pro- "Communists”  are playing. He, 
USlOns is Wall Street’s scheme sress, because if they aren’t just of course, refers to those “ er- j 
to  break all unions and atomize and fa ir to all. they shouldn't satz reds,”  the Stalinists, whose j 
the labor movement. Hence the progress. , parties and leaders have noth- j
growing sentiment among the Pearle I. Hamilton, ing in common with the Corn-
strikers in favor of affiliation Denver, Colorado munism of Marx and Lenin and
with one of the main bodies of --------------------- Trotsky. What “ role”  are you
labor—the CIO or AFL. There y y  . . < . talking about. M.E.C.?
is no doubt that telephone un- “ O n fS  I n f o r m a t io n  Refusing to vote against the
lonists w ill come out o f  this A L o u *. T L e  S o u th  m ilitary credits in the French i
struggle wiser and stronger. _ Cabinet for the punitive ex-

E. P. Editor: pedition against the embattled |
Chicago, III. Would you please allow me to Indo-Chinese masses? Giving j 

---------------------  use your columns to make a re- a vote of confidence to !
C o m D la in t  F ro m  1quest our American com- Bidault to perpetuate a treach- |

■ rades? I  am very interested in erous "unity” ? Or voting in the
A  S m a ll  L a n d lo r d  ¡learning more about the every- ; Italian national legislature, to - '
Editor: '  I ¿ay life of the workers of the ; gether with the right - wing j

Some one has been sending South. and would be very pleased groups, in favor of making the 
me The M ilitant and I  want to t0 receive letters from comrades reactionary Catholic Church the 
say I  might have been in flu - living in this region' or Wfl1 ac_ official State Church? Or sell- 
enced by i t  i f  i t  wasn’t for the Qualnted witb h fe there. I  am ¡ng the m ilitant workers down j
ghastly unfairness you present. Preparing a thesis on the life the river in one country after!,

In  every issue you advocate of the Southern States as por- another, for a few miserable sin- 
ftf^her wages decent living con- trayed in American novels, and ecures and seats in the cabinets 
ditions which' I  as a fair-minded s0 would be specially grateful and legislatures? Just read Ed- j 
Am^riran errant thp rish t of * any readers with a knowledge gar Snow’s latest book to see

»1 0 »  11«,-«tor, o l tta  South how the m a b k t .  h m  M „ t 
same page you shout in large could help me’ But any help over backwards to crush every 
prin t: “ Fight 15% rent raise.” in answering the many ques- truly revolutionary manifesta- 

I t  seems that what's fair for tions that arise would be most tion among the masses in East-
one group isn’t  fa ir for another, welcome. And any discussion ern Europe!
I f  the worker is entitled to a and exctla^ ga of vl®ws on the | I  could go on for pages, but
raise, why isn’t  he fairminded Problems that face the workers x hope yoU’n take it from here,
enough to grant the landlord the Brita1“  and tthe. ^ SA’ apd , M.E.C. I  think it was Emile 
same right to liberty and justice? t ,e, °J tb? reat the world, j ZoJa who once said: “ The lie 
To me i t ’s pretty one-sided and would doubtless be of great value . travels twice around the world
where labor can beat down, they t0 a11 concerned. j before the truth even gets start-
are worse than capital. Do you Socialist greetings to the read- ed.” For the truth, keep reading 
want to prevent thousands of ers The M ilitant. The M ilitant and also the great

f il l landlords like us from hav- (Miss) L. Gwenneth King writings of Marx, Lenin, and
even a raise that might par- 64 Chester Roail Trotsky!

ly cover the ever-increasing Forest Gate j Subscriber
«Berating costs? London, E. 7 i Madison, Wise.

By John G. Wright _  ’ > L’ Scarcitie were so acute that it
Business weeklies are now Retail Prices H it I j was confidently predicted the

ta lk ing  more directly about A ll.T im « * H in h  could not ** filled in six years’
thp  rienrpssinn Rucine«« 1 ,m e  n , " n  Today, many textile plants have
Week ArfrU W « «  Despite 811 the ballyho° already slashed production,Week, April 26, sees i t  as a l- about Big Business voluntarily shifted over to different lines,
ready here. U n ited  States lowering prices following Pres. or operate on a part-time basis. 
News, M ay 2, features an ident Truman’s admission a  few are closing down. The 
a rtic le  entitled , “ F irs t Sign that a depression is advanc- same condition is engulfing the
of Setback,”  and ta lks o f 4 i in8 on American economy, clothing industry. From all in 
m illio n  unemployed by 1948, j Pricas have shot stdl higher, dications, the next in order are 
a 20% slash in production, fa ll- They now hover at all-time Shoe factories, whose output has 
ing profits and a sharply reduc- highs acc01’ding to figures re- been steadily declining,
ed farmers’ income. The stock leased by the Bureau of La- i n general, the soft goods sec-
market remains in the doldrums, bor Statistics. tor is now in the first stage of
with half of its shares below last In  the 30 days between Peb" "over-production.”  Part-time 
year’s lows and the other half ruafy 15 and March 15 retail employment and unemployment 
hovering slightly above Why all Prices ior living essentials, jn this field have already set in. 
this pessimism? food’ clothing and shelter Here, too, there is little  likeli-

Approximately six months ago Jumped another 2%. This 1 hood of a reversal of trend,
it  became apparent that grave i makes the official cost of Production of durable con- 
disproportions were piling up be- | livinS 5814% higher than in sumer goods still continues close 
neath the surface of the postwar I August. 1939, and 20% high- to all-time highs. But signs of 
boom, presaging its liquidation. 1 er than a year ago. saturation, most obvious in the
Production, rising rapidly to I , —  . - ’--------- :— ■ case of radio sets, electric irons,
heights unparalleled in peace- day it  can be stated that by thus : vacuum cleaners and automobile 
time, tended even more rapidly j monstrously aggravating the ex- I tires, testify that declining pro
to outstrip national income, a l- isting disproportion between pro- | duction and growing unemploy- 
though the latter likewise rose duction and consumption, the ment loom for this sector as well, 
spectacularly to more than profit-mad monopolists succeed- | The back-log of wartime sav- 
double the 1929 figure, a previous ed within the brief space of six ings as a possible cushion for 
peacetime record. months in blotting out most of j the depression is no longer even
GAP GROWS WIDER the factors giving rise to the ' mentioned by the most optimis-

Despite this greatly expanded Postwar prosperity. I t  w ill hard- | tic capitalist economists. M il- 
national income, despite the ly take more than a few months lions of families (about one- 
'scarcities that had 'piled up in 10 liquidate the rest. > fourth of the total) have no/
every sphere in wartime despite In the meantime, however, the savings whatever; millions of 
the universal need for replace- way has already been paved for | others (close to one-third of the 
ments, re-equipment retooling the next stage of the downward total) dispose of sums less than 
and so on, the gap between pro- swing- t0 wit: spreading stagna- | $500; still other millions are al- 
duction and the absorbing capa- tion- accompanied by curtailed i ready saddled w ith debts, incur- 
city of the Internal market kept Production, temporary levelling red through credit and instal- 
CTO wine wider and w id er Thus in or branch of in - ! ment buying (which is at an all- 
r the firs t quarter of this yea"! * » t r y  at lower levels, followed ; time high), 
production rose to an estimated by more and more Precipitate de. ' The sole hope of averting eco- 
annual rate of 225 billion dol- clines’ n0miC d,sf tar on the ex-
lars. while the national income DOLLARS BUY LESS '
had expanded to around 180 bil- rn the m-ppedinff neriod thp ^ 1 y’ 1 *! bui|dlpg of Plants,linn dniinrs ln  uie Preceding period, tne homes, and capital installations

, contraction of the internal mar- ¡n general. This supplied the
I t  is obvious that even if  every ket found its expression in the ! basis for the boom in the Twen-

dollar of national income had dwindling physical volume of re- | ties. But this hope is none too 
been spent on the goods produced tail sales, while the dollar vol- ; radiant.
(which,-of course, is far from ume remained at, or slightly »„rkoinrr»»
being the case), there would still above, former levels. Beginning ' BLEAK PROSPECT 
have remained a surplus piling w itnA pril, this contraction finds | The 1946 rate of construction 
up at an annual rate of 40 billion the dollar volume also sagging offers a rather bleak prospect, 
odd dollars. As a matter of fact, below 1946 averages. Not only In  the May issue of Fortune 
there is a surplus quite close to do workers’ dollars buy less than magazine, the editors sadly ac- 
this figure already piled up in before, but simultaneously the knowledge: “The actual volume 
the warehouses of manufactur- i workers have less and less money of building, i.e.. when present 
ers, wholesalers and retailers. | with which to buy necessities. ! high prices are discounted, is far 

Such huge inventories m ig h t.' w ith  living costs remaining j below that of the Twenties, and 
conceivably have been main- 1 at levels close to all-time highs. : not much above 1941. The share 
tained for a prolonged period of this situation is altered neither ' of construction ln total output 
time without disastrously affect- by the recent miserly wage is now on'y about half what i t  
ing the economy, provided the boosts nor by the highly publi- : was in the Twenties. Moreover 
market continued to absorb more cized but inconsequential post- the industry is stagnant.” “ Na- 
or less the same volume of goods Easter price cuts by department i tional menace”  — that is how ' 
as in the preceding period. This ! stores, which left the bulk of the Fortune editors characterize 
slim possibility, however, was consumer goods at highly in - the condition of this industry, 
cancelled almost automatically fiated prices, inaccessible to Construction in the first quar- 
by precipitate price rises pre- workers. ter of this year sank below the
cisely in the period when the There will, therefore, be no 1946 average; the construction
gap between production and con- reversal in the decline *of retail awards for the current quarter
sumption grew to menacing pro- sales, but, on the contrary, not- have dropped even lower; many
portions. withstanding some sporadic corporations have either scaled

Conservative Wall Street sta- spurts, this trend will become down or cancelled altogether 
tisticians estimate that inflated more marked in the next period, previously contemplated capital 
prices have already sliced as ,,n v p „  p p n n n rT m v ’- I construction. This makes the
much as 8 billion dollars from , u  L,ulluiN  entire economic picture for the
the purchasing power of the This means that all the chan- rest of 1947 even bleaker, 
moegne i nels of distribution, which with ! ---------------------------------------------- 1

Last October it  was not yet a few exceptions are already f il l-  
possible to estimate the speed ed’ will become clogged to the 
with which the postwar boom bursting point. The pressure on 
would be liquidated. I t  was pos- | inventories, and therefore on 
sible only to register the fact Production, is mounting at a 
that the peak of the boom had ra*,e *’bat no one couid have pre- 
been passed, and the period of dieted. One sector, the textiles, 
liquidation had set ln. But to- especially the soft-woolens group

______ .__________________ _ and women’s and children’s
#*• 1% L f  mm • clothing, has already cracked un-
h rs t P u b l ic  M eeting  der the strain. In  this respect,

t i l l  S  the current development paral-
JU C C eSS tU l In Lynn lels the 1920 crisis, after World

War I, which likewise began with 
By o. Gordon the collapse of the textile indus-

LYNN, Mass., M ay 3—The try.
Lynn  branch o f the Social- six months ago, this industry 
1st Workers P a rty  held its  had huge back-logs of orders.



THE MILITANT
“ Oh, why did Eve have to give Adam that 

apple?”  wailed the big guy.
“ Why?”  I  asked cautiously.

“ Trouble and won? and 
■ work! Seems like I  been 
working as far back a~ I  
can remember. I ’d like to  
just lay in th j sand in Palm 
Beach or somewheres, just 
lay there and lay there . . . ”  

“ But i f  you were rich,”  I  
grinned, "th ink of all the 
worries you’d have then.”

“ I  suppose they got worries,”  he mused.
“ Look,”  I  told him, “ They hire guys to worry 

for them.”
“ Yeah,”  he said, and then as the thought 

«aught on, he added. “ You know, a lot of times.
the less they pay them the more they worry.” 

* * •
I  had forgotten all about Harry Judson. I t ’s 

funny how a chance remark will bring up mem
ories, isn’t it? Because when the big guy men
tioned the little  people who worry their heads 
o ff for a little  check each week I  remembered 
Jud just as clearly as though he were standing 
right there.

Jud was a worried, irritable little  man who 
stood just over five feet. He was thin and small, 
but on his narrow shoulders rested all the re
sponsibility for a million dollar corporation. He 
was a key man.

An executive? No. Jud was a schedule clerk, 
making about $30 a week in those days. That 
wasn't too bad. Fairly skilled labor didn’t  pay 
much more, and common labor was a few dol
lars less.

When I  knew Jud, he had been with the com
pany a little  over ten years and wore a pin on 
his lapel that his employers had gratefully pre
sented him in honor of a decade of fa ithfu l ser
vice. He also took large white pills at meal 
time, likewise a result of his ten years of fa ith 
fu l service.

When I  got to the plant each morning Jud 
was there. When I  left in the afternoon he was 
•dill there. Some time between one day and the 
next I  guess he went home for a while to sleep, 
but I ’m not sure.

But to get back to the subject of trouble and 
worry . . . that was Jud’s job. I f  the machines 
needed stock, Jud scurried around the factory

pleading with the department foremen and bully
ing the younger clerks until he got it. I f  there 
was a mistake on the inventory (which Jud and 
a few others used to take one Sunday a month 
without any extra pay), he rushed around until 
he found it.

I  remember once his boss, a large man named 
Al, who had a gift of gab and very little  else, 
laid his hand on Jud’s shoulder and said, “ Look, 
old man, I ’ve got to have a complete report of 
operations for the last three months for this 
department. I t ’s got to be in the front office to
morrow afternoon.”

“ Jeez, Al,”  Jud protested, “ I  got to line up the 
machines and get out next week’s man-hour 
schedule.”

“ I  know, Jud,”  Al answered sadly, “ but I  got 
to have it.”

Jud really knocked himself out that day. He’d 
been telling us about a smoker he was planning 
to go to that night, but he stayed in the plant 
until after eleven, and then i t  was too late to 
go. Besides he was too tired.

The next day he worked like a little  maniac 
and took an extra white pill at lunch time. But 
at three o’clock the report was on A l’s desk. Al 
picked i t  up and said, “ Thanks. Jud. Say. you’d 
better get rolling on that man-hour schedule. 
You’re way behind. And check up on the 4722 
stock. I think you got it  all balled up.”

One year he wanted a certain week in July 
for his vacation in the worst way, but Al told 
him. “ Jeez, Jud, we just can’t  let you go that 
week. You’ve got an important job.”

But another time when his wife was expecting 
a baby and he asked for a raise, Al said, “ I  know 
how i t  is, old man, and I ’d like to be able to help 
you out, but the company just can’t pay any 
more for that job. They could "un this place, 
you know,”  he smiled ironically, “ without you 
and me.”

Jud never quit, and somehow he never got 
bitter. I  guess he was too busy. I ’l l  always re
member him at his desk chewing his pencils, 
grabbing at his hair, and sweating; or running 
from one department to another with a bunch 
of papers in his hand.

He’s dead now. He died at the age of 35 after 
an operation for ulcers. But the company didn't 
forget him. They sent a beautiful wreath to the 
funeral.

The Negro Struggle

Two Sides Of The Same Coin
■By William E. Bohannon-

Hundreds of millions to prop up the reaction
ary and dictatorial Greek monarchy — but not 
one cent to enable the Negro republic of Haiti 

to free itself from the Wall 
Street bankers and build nec
essary public improvements. 
Here are opposite sides of the 
same coin, the brassy coin of 
American imperialism.

Truman declares that his 
policy is one of support of 
“ free peoples.” As applied to 
Greece this is a lie, because 
he is bolstering up a dictatorial 

regime that suppresses the people. As applied 
to Haiti i t  is also a lie, because his refusal to 
grant a loan of 20 million dollars asked by that 
government is intended to keep the Haitians in 
subjection.

In  1920-22 the U.S. sent the Marines to Haiti 
for bloody reprisals against those seeking inde
pendence. At that time a loan of 40 millions was 
negotiated through the National City Bank, one 
of the two largest Wall Street banks. Here we 
get a vivid glimpse of American Imperialism in 
action. Only 23 millions of this loan ever reach
ed Haiti. In  the 25 years since then, Haiti has 
repaid 38 millions — that is 15 millions inter
est has been fed to the Wall Street sharks. But 
she still “ owes”  6 Vs millions.

Moreover, the terms of this loan brought the 
customs duty of the Negro Republic, as well as 
all financial outlays of its government, under 
American control.

This is how Washington and Wall Street have 
preserved a stranglehold on Haiti. This is a 
clear proof of imperialism, ,of the inter-locking 
of the government with finance capital, of the 
export of capital at high interest levels and ex
ploitation in the colonies.

I t  is by such methods that American imper
ialism has built its own colonial empire which 
i t  now seeks to extend on a world scale. Its re-

Notes From The News
William Nickel, who confessed to embezzling 

$900,000 from the Mergenthaler Linotype Com
pany, stated; “ I  am a man of quiet habits who 

loves peace. We’d been having 
strikes around the plant — all 
for money. I, too, wanted more 
money, but I  didn’t  want to 
jo in  the. strikers. Strikes are 
the ruination of this country.” 

• • •
The cost of running the U.S. Congress has 

risen more than 100%. Appropriations for the 
fiscal year starting July w ill be $52,000,000 with 
the possibility they w ill go even higher. Prewar 
cost was $22,000,000.

* O #
D istrict 3, N. Y. upstate council of the CIO- 

United Electrical Workers called upon Philip 
Murray for a one-day national protest stoppage 
against the anti-labor drive.

* tit «>
James E. Hams, Negro union official in Wash

ington, D. C., was found beaten to death in his 
home. Harris was business agent for AFT, Cafe
teria Workers Local 471 and was engaged in 
leading a strike.

* * 9
The United Labor Unions of Felton County 

New York, a jo in t organization of AFT., CIO and 
independent unions, went on record for a one- 
day national stoppage to protest the Hartley and 
Taft anti-labor bills.

*.s S d

The AFT, radio campaign against anti-labor 
legislation started this week with the 15 minute 
broadcast. "Pursuit of Happiness.”  Fredric March 
and other stars have donated their services.

til f t  C

Iowa has become the thirteenth slate to ban 
ihe closed shop. 6 «; A

The United States Steel Corporation an
nounced this week that profits for the first 
three months of 1947 were almost four times as
high as for the same period last year.

* • *
Powerful forces in the Senate have introduced
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General Motors Fires 14 
In Reprisal For Rally

actionary policy in  the colonies is further de
monstrated by other developments in Haiti. 
When 5 million dollars was allotted for the 
building of roads and bridges, the big American 
firm  of J. G. White and Co. was brought in; high 
salaries were pci.red out to American engineers 
and technicians. Haitian engineers and techni
cians received much lower salaries, while the 
Haitian laborers were paid — 30 cents per day! 
That is how super-profits have been coined from 
the colonies.

Further, under the “ good neighbor”  Roose
velt there occurred a still worse example of im 
perialist plundering of Haiti. In order to furn
ish the U.S. war machine with much-needed 
rubber, there was formed the Haiti-Americar 
Society for the Development of Agriculture 
(SHADA). Instead of developing agriculture 
the SHADA drove 30,000 farmers off the land 
plowed under sugar, bananas and coffee, dis 
rupted the agricultural economy — and begai 
to produce rubber for tanks and bombing plane.1 
Now that the war is over, and the experimen 
in rubber not so successful, this shady deal dis
appears into the shadows, leaving starvation an 
homeless farmers in its wake.

Now the Haitian government has requestc 
a loan of 20 millions, to pay off the Nations 
City blood-shark and utilize the balance fc: 
sorely-needed agricultural and industrial ini 
provements. Truman says, No. Wall Street doe. 
not permit this colony to escape from its clutchc 
or to take even the slightest step toward ini 
provement of the Negro-Haitian conditions.

Keep its existing colonial empire in subjectic» 
by refusing loans — hand out millions to back 
up reactionary regimes in Europe and extend 
American imperialism throughout the globe; this 
is the real and fu lly reactionary meaning of 
the Truman Doctrine. And that is why Negroes 
in the United States, like Negroes in Haiti and 
other parts of the world, are Justified in oppos
ing it.

Meeting Protests 
Arrests In India
Editor:

The following resolution 
ivas unanimously passed at 
the May Day meeting of the 
Socialist Workers Party held 
at Beethoven Hall, New York

We, 350 New York workers, 
in mass meeting assembled, 
do hereby vigorously protest 
the arrest of Antony Pillai, 
President of the Madras La
bor Union and membertof the 
General Council of the A ll- 
India Trade Union Congress; 
Colvin R. De Silva; Muttiah; 
Manickam and other leaders 
and members of the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninist Party of India 
in Madras, India and demand 
their immediate release along 
with the release of all union
ists arrested in connection 
with the strike of 14,500 work
ers in the Buckingham and 
Carnatic Textile Mills.

Be i t  resolved that copies 
of this resolution be sent to 
the Embassy of the Indian 
Government in Washington, 
D. C., to Jawaharlal Nehru, 
head of the Interim  Govern
ment of India, to the Con
gress Party Premier of Mad
ras and to the press.

® DETROIT, M ay 3 — Lashing ou t In savage reprisa l 
against the shutdown o f its  p lan ts  fo r the Cadillac Square 
dem onstration on A p r il 24, General M otors Corporation! 
fire d  14 top o fficers o f Pleetweed Local 15, Cadillac Local
22, and Transm ission Local®----- —------------------- >•----------- -—
735. Penalty layo ffs  of 30 to | These corporation reprisals 
60 days were given in  add i
tio n  to comm itteem en and 
members of these three lo - 

: cals as well as of Chevrolet Gear
& Axle Local 235 and Chevrolet 

I Drop Forge Local 262. Such was 
i the answer of this billion-dollar 
i corporation to the m ilitant de
monstration of power by the De
tro it auto workers.

Political Arrests 
Of Labor Leaders 
Continue In India

were no surprise to the union. 
Prior to the demonstration, the 
managements of all GM plants 
called in the bargaining commit
tees and warned that disciplin
ary measures would follow if  the 
plants were shut down at 2 
o'clock. The UAW International 
Executive Board instructed the 
local union GM officers to go 
ahead with the shutdown and 
said that they would take fu ll 
responsibility. Nevertheless, when 
the firings and 'layoffs came 
through, these top officers began 
ducking.

I t  has now come out that
Reuther and his supporters on

: the Executive Board were op»
A nother report o f In d ia n  posed to the 2 o’clock shutdown;

governm ent attacks on the that it  was mainly the Thomas-
rig h ts  o f the w ork ing  class Addes Executive Board members
organizations and leaders , ^ ho vot®ci t0 ^acJc. the Cadillac.
has been received in  th is  Square demonst>’ation and the % has been received ^  tn i® o’clock shutdown of the plants.-
country. Last week s M ilita n t - So far Reuther and his SUpP0J g  

| revealed that leaders of the Bol- ers nave pursued a hands-iH  
shevik Leninist Party of India policy on these firings, nonch^P 
(Trotskyists) and a number of aT1tiy advising the discharged of- 
trade unionists had been arrest- . ficers and members to take .it 
ed for leading the strike of 14,500 through the formal procedure,, 
textile workers in Madras. ; This means depending on S3& 

Now a dispatch from Bombay, mercies of the umpire.

Oakland Labor Organizes 
To Win In City Election

By R. Chester
OAKLAND, C alif., Apr. 30 — A sm ashing v ic to ry  in  

the A p r il 15 p rim a ry  elections by the,, slate o f the Oakland 
Voters League has opened a new phase in  the long draw n- 
out ba ttle  between the unions and employers here. For the 
f ir s t  tim e in  decades the incum bent adm in is tra tion , under
the  contro l o f the W arren- ®-—— , -  ,  ,, —•— ------the ranks of the unions.

. j The five Voters League candi- 
o i dates are Joseph Smith, Vernon 

Lantz, Raymond E. Pease, Ben

m achine, faces 
the elections

a. bill to allow unlimited financial contribution- 
in presidential campaigns, as long as these con
tributions are not made by trade unions or cor
porations. Individual capitalists, however, could 
become “ angels”  of candidates. Contributions for 
Senatorial campaigns would be permitted to rise 
400%.

* C ■>
CIO Textile Workers Local 202 of Covington. 

Virginia has called upon all Virginia labor to 
join in a two-week general strike to protest 
against federal and state anti-labor legislation.

. *  O if

The Supreme Court this week upheld the 
action of the FBI in searching an arrested man’s 
home without a search warrant. The decision 
was five to four. The dissenting justices de
nounced the new ruling as “ resurrecting the 
odious general warrant or w rit of assistance, pre
sumably outlawed forever from our society by 
the Fourth Amendment.”

*
State Senator Jack B. Tenney, California's lo

cal Martin Dies, has introduced eight “ thought 
control”  bills aimed at the school system.

o « o

Andrew J. May, former Congressman involved 
in the Garsson war fraud trial, has threatened 
to spill the beans i f  the Government pries too 
deeply in his financial affairs. May’s lawyer 
said checks “ were turned over to the Democratic 
National Committee. I f  the government pursues 
them further I ’ll have Andrew J. May disclose 
the entire transaction and it  involves high party 
figures even members of Congress.”

8  *  e

Dancing instructors employed by Arthur Mur
ray have joined the CIO United Office and Pro
fessional Workers Union. Main demands are 
not only wages but protection from arbitrary 
punishment and dismissals.* * *

The Steelworkers Union has suspended Loeal 
1407 at Glassport, Pennsylvania for an unauth
orized strike against the Oopperweld Steel Com
pany.

Know land 
defeat in  
M ay 13.

Jubilation has been evident in 
the shops and union halls since 

: the day the returns came in 
Workers and union officials have 
termed it a “ labor victory” sine: 
the backbone of the Voters Lea 
gue is the Joint Labor Commit 
tee to Combat Anti-Labor Leg 
islation. This committee is sup 
ported by the majority of the 
Oakland labor movement. AFL 
CIO and Railroad Brotherhoods.

Each candidate of the Voters 
League topped his opponent in 
the heavy voting, which brought 
out 40% of the registered voters.

! In spite of this the Oakland Tri- 
| bune, owned by Knowland, a ttr i
buted the machine’s setback to 

j “ apathy.”
The present administration in 

curred the hatred of workers 
when it sanctioned police pro
tection for an attempt by pro
fessional- strikebreakers to smash 
the Kahns and Hastings depart
ment store strike. This incident 
touched off the general strike of 
last December. Both the unions 
and employers see this strike, 
which still continues, as a show
down test. Because of this there 
has been unusual solidarity in

Akron CIO Rally 
Protests Against 
Anti-Labor Bills

AKRON, Apr. 28—2,500 work
ers attended the CIO-sponsored 
rally here tonight to protest the 
anti-labor legislation proposed 
by Republican and Democratic 
legislators in Washington and 
Columbus.

The principal speeches, deliv
ered by CIO Vice-President A l
lan Haywood, CIO Ohio State 
Secretary-Treasurer Lavelle and 
United Steelworkers National 
Legislative Representative Lamb, 
described the vicious anti-labor 
attack taking place on the leg
islative field. All the speakers 

j talked about “ a long, hard fight”  
and urged the workers to “ get 
ready.”  However, not one of 
them indicated what the workers 
should actually do.

Many hundreds of workers 
came from evening shifts that 
they had shut down. The audi
ence greeted all suggestions for 
fighting in defense of labor with 
applause and would have raised 
the roof i f  any of the speakers 
had proposed to answer the un
ion-busters by calling a 24-hour 
national protest strike and tak
ing immediate steps to organize 
& Labor Party.

Goldfarb and Scott Weakley. 
Four of the five are union mem- 
>ers. Their six point program 
ncludes: “ no strikebreaking;
’.onest taxation; cooperation 
vith surrounding towns to break 
raffic bottlenecks; cooperation 
vith veterans and labor for a 
lousing program; and modern
ization of the present horse-and- 
buggy city charter.” -

Victory for the slate would 
give them a majority of five on 
the nine-man city council. The 
council appoints both the mayor 
and city manager. Every one re
alizes that victory for the Lea
gue will be only the beginning of 
the fight to break the rule of 
the Warren-Knowland machine.
RED-BAITING DRIVE

In  desperation Knowland is 
conducting a campaign of vio
lent red-baiting. His Tribune 
carries stories and editorials 
highlighting the point that the 
candidates have the support of 
“ left-wingers.”  They cynically 
warn the voters to beware of 
putting themselves under the 
control of “ special interests,”  
namely the labor movement. 
However, they find i t  impossible 
to cover up their own record of 
soaking the poor for the benefit 
of Big Business.

Meanwhile the unions are 
throwing themselves into a vig- j 
orous campaign to assure the I 
victory of the Voters League | 
slate. Unions are donating fu ll i 
time workers and funds. Precinct! 
workers are being recruited from , 
the ranks. The campaign will 1 
end with a huge torchlight par- 
ade in which each union will 
have its float. The parade will | 
wind throughout the city and 
end in a mass meeting. Under 
discussion is a proposal from the 
Alameda CIO Council for a one 
day work stoppage on election 
day to protest the national anti
labor drive.

I The Bay Area Local of the 
Socialist Workers Party has en
dorsed the Voters League slate 
and is throwing its fu ll support 
behind its election. A t the same 
time, however, i t  has raised a 
number of serious criticisms of 
the Voters League candidates 
and their program.

I t  is necessary, for example, to 
; sharply question the candidates 
i when they speak of “ impartial
ity ” in labor-business relations, 
says the SWP in a statement en
dorsing the slate: “ I t  is not pos
sible to be ‘impartial’ in the 
Kahns and Hastings strike; i t  
is only possible to be for or 
against the justified demands o f ; 
the unions. Only by a vigorous

campaign in labor’s defense can 
the candidates solidify the ranks 
of the workers behind them.” 
LABOR PARTY NEEDED

The SWP also poses the need 
for the labor movement to build 
a permanent political instrument 
for struggle against the capital
ist candidates:

“ Full activity of all unions and 
union members is necessary to 
assure victory. The Oakland Vo
ters League must be built into 
the political arm of the Oakland 
labo* movement. I t  must be built 
from the bottom up — through 
the precincts and locals — into 
an election apparatus which will 
become the basis of a new poli
tical party.

“ The new political party must 
come out in clear opposition to 
til,, boss-dominated Republican 
and Democratic parties. The new' 
party, based on the unions and 
responsible to the working peo
ple, must be built up into a per
manent organization which can 
elect labor men to city govern
ments, state legislatures and to 
Congress. I t  must become the 
champion of all labor.

“ Let’s finish the job! Elect 
the candidates of the Oakland 
Voters League! Build the inde
pendent Labor Party!”

dated April 25, reports that 
i Chandra Vadan Shukla, national 
secretary of the Bolshevik Maz- 
door Party of India, was arrested 
by the Political Branch of the 
Bombay C.I.D. Police in connec
tion with the publication of the 
BMPI’s Indian-language journal, 
Jagat Kranti (World Revolu
tion).

The police raided 'Chandra 
I Vadan Shukla’s two residential 
! places, but found nothing. They 
also raided the home of Miss 
Tara Shah, secretary of the 
BMPI’s Bombay Committee, and 

1 seized some copies of Jagat 
Kranti after a long and thor
ough search. The Bombay gov
ernment has proscribed that is
sue of the journal.

Chandra Vadan Shukla was 
released on bail of 1,000 rupees, 

i pending trial. Only a month be
fore this, the Bombay govern
ment had arrested Miss Tara 
Shah and another party mem
ber. Comrade Asher. They were 
released from prison after eight 
days, but prosecution against 
them is also under way.

The capitalist class of India 
is launching these repressions 
against the revolutionary and 
m ilitant workers at home at the 
same time that i t  is preparing 
a deal to share the rule of India 
with British imperialism. The 
whole American labor movement 
should voice its opposition to 

j such shameful violations of dem
ocratic rights by addressing res- 

! olutions of protest to Pandit 
I Nehru, head of the Interim Gov
ernment at New Delhi, India.

Addes who wants to take fac
tional advantage of his rivals 
points to this do-nothing policy 
of Reuther. But he himself is 
proposing no different action 
than taking the case through the 
formal grievance procedure.

General Motors Corporation 
has dared to take this drastic 
move against the union here in 
Detroit only because of the 
cowardly policy of retreat on the 
part of the whole top leadership, 
including both the Reuther and 
Thomas-Addes Executive Board 
members. Repeatedly the Cor
poration has fired workers and 
given disciplinary layoffs to doz
ens of others with impunity. Re
peatedly union-busting actions 
have met with no union resist
ance.

A wave of indignation is 
sweeping the city because of the 
criminal neglect of the situation 
displayed by the top union o ffi
cers. This was climaxed yester
day when the officers of Briggs 
Local 212 published copies of a 
letter they had sent Reuther, 
denouncing the corporation’s 
provocation and the Internation
al Executive Board’s failure to 
act vigorously.

I The Briggs letter ended by de
manding “ the immediate calling 
of a special meeting of all loa j| 
officers in the Detroit area n R  
later than Monday of next weB? 
so that jo int direct action can be 
organized to defeat the plans of 
the Corporation to seriouslj 
weaken the UAW in th^ 

i plants.”

The Fight Against Jim Crow 
At New Jersey Convention

By Alan Kohlman
NEW ARK, N. J., M ay 6 — 

One o f the most v ita l issues 
Involved in  C onstitu tiona l 
Revision is the m a tte r of the 
dem ocratic r igh ts  of the 
Negro and a ll o ther m in o r
ity  peoples. The Socialist 
Workers Party insists that the 
New Jersey Constitution must 
be revised to include a provision:

For fu ll and complete econo
mic, social and political equality 
for the Negro people and all 
other racial and national minor
ities. Establishment of a genu
ine state FEPC. composed of 
union. Negro and other minority 
representatives, with fu ll power 
to outlaw discrimination in all 
spheres.

A revised Constitution that 
does not contain such provisions 
— and the means to enforce 
them — would be an exhibition 
of contemptuous disregard for 
the democratic rights of the Ne
gro people. The SWP fight for 
such a provision centers around 
the present disregard and abuse 
of these rights.

Flagrant discrimination exists 
in New Jersey. The existing state 
FEPC law is weak and fu ll of 
loopholes: no real attempt is 
made to enforce it. Thousands 
of Negroes still face job discrim
ination in the shops; worse yet, 
are the starvation wages and 
brutal living conditions imposed 
on migratory workers in  the

SWF CANDIDATES
for the New Jersey 

Constitutional Convention 
from Essex County 

W illiam E. Bohannon 
George Breitman 

Alan Kohlman

fields of south Jersey.
Discrimination in hotels, res

taurants, movies, seashores and 
other public places are every
day occurrences. But you will 
have to look far and wide to find 
where the state government does 
anything about it. _

Even the educational system, 
despite existing laws barring dis
crimination, is shot through with 
Jim Crow against both pupils 
and teachers. Twenty - two 
NAACP branches have conducted 
a survey which reveals either se
gregated schools or lack of Ne
gro teachers in 57 different 
cities and towns.

The coming Constitutional 
Convention affords a new arena 
for the struggle against Jim 
Crow. What is most important 
to understand in this connection 
is that putting words on paper 
will not solve the matter. ' The 
13th, 14th and 15th Amendments 
to the federal Constitution did 
not end Jim Crow in the nation. 
Similarly, the existing state anti- 
discrimination act and the pub
lic school act have not ended 
Jim Crow in  New Jersey.

The best-formulated laws and 
Constitution will not end dis
crimination so long as the gov
ernment remains in the hands 
of the Republican and Demo
cratic agents of Big Business; 
that is, in the hands of those 
responsible for Jim Crow. Con
sequently the fight for Constitu
tional provisons against discrim
ination must not be viewed as an 
end in itself, but as an auxiliary 
of the broader fight of the united 
labor and Negro movement to 
put an end to Jim Crow, and to 
build an independent Labor 
Party.

I f  anyone still has doubts on 
this question, he has only to go 
back no further than Septem
ber. 1946 when the NAACP asked 
pointed questions of Governor 
Driscoll and other candidates'. 
Driscoll and all the other Repub
lican and Democratic candidates 
gave written answers and prom
ises to end Jim Crow in ' ¡ 9  

ispheres. But the Driscoll re
gime like its predecessors has 
done nothing. And a bi-parti
san Republican and Democratic 
Constitutional Convention can-.; 
not be expected to do any more.

That is why the Negro people 
as well as the entire trade un
ion movement should suppott 
the SWP candidates for elec
tion to the Convention on June 
3.

(This is the sixth in a series on 
the issues facing the New Jersey 
Constitutional Convention.)

Diary of a Steel W orker------------------------ —----------------------------------

Career Of A Clerk
— ---------------------------------------------------------------------By Theodore Kovalesky----------------------------------------------------------------------------------


