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100 ANTI-LABOR BILLS IN CONGRESS

A Call To Action!

No Retreat! Defend Labor’s Rights!

By M.

Stein

National Organization Secretary, Socialist Workers Party

The Big Business offensive against the labor

movement, carefully prepared by press and radio,

propaganda and by a ferocious red-baiting cam-
paign, has entered a new stage with the conven-
ing of the 80th Congress. Anti-labor bills are now
flooding Congress. These bills aim to cripple the
trade unions by curtailing their rights to strike,
by prohibiting industry-wide bargaining, by out-
lawing the closed shop and maintenance of mem-
bership provisions. This campaign to destroy the
unions as effective instruments for defending the
workers' living standards has been carefully plan-
ned, well organized and energetically carried for-
ward,

What are the union officials doing to combat
this ferocious assault? Nothing. They continue to
rely on weak lobbies at a time when Congress is
openly acting in behalf of the monopolists. They
are seeking a rotten compromise when the advan-
tage Is wholly on the side of reaction. They are
hoping and praying that Congress will not be
too harsh.

Strategy of the Monopolists

Controlling the destiny of the country by vir-
tue of their monopoly of the productive machin-
ery and the bulk of the country’'s wealth, the
Sixty Families are in no mood for compromise.
They are out to smash what they lyingly call
“trade union monopoly control of American pro-
duction.” This demagogy may appear ridiculous,
just as Hitler's demagogy did in its early stages.
But it is deliberately designed to turn the wrath
of the middle class away from the profiteering
monopolists and direct it against the trade unions,
the only restraint upon the capitalists’ monopoly
control of the country.

This strategy of the monopolists is borrowed
lock, stock and barrel from Hitler’s arsenal. To-
day it is in the propaganda stage and is passing
over to the legislative stage; but it must not be
overlooked that this paves the way for the next
stage, that is, direct physical assaults -ty "Break
up the unions by storm troops.

Criminal Policy of Union Leaders
The criminal submissiveness and do-nothing
policy of the trade union officials, their compla=-
cency in the face of this war beiffy waged against
the trade unions, can spell disaster to the Amer-
jcan working class. The trade union militants who
fought and sacrificed to build the giant trade
union movement in this country must sound the

!alarm. shake the trade unions out of lethargy,

imbue them with a fighting spirit. They must weld
! the trade union locals in each city into a solid
front that will beat back all attacks on the trade
| unions, They must demand of the trade union
leaders that they act in defense of the workers’
rights.

For Conference of Labor

For some time now we have demanded that a
Conference of Labor, embracing the CIO, AFL
and Railroad Brotherhoods, be convened for joint
action against the anti-labor offensive. Numer-
ous local unions have passed resolutions in favor
of such action. CIO President Murray issued &
call for such a Conference during the miners’
strike. But the top bureaucracy of the AFL refused
to respond. The CIO leadership for its part did
not press the issue. The ranks are yearning for
unity of action. They are eager to fight the anti-
labor bills before Congress. But the top bureau-
crats of the unions have blocked this sentiment.

Congress must be made to feel the wrath of the
working people. It must be told in emphatic terms
that the trade unions will not submit to the legis-
i lation sponsored in behalf of the NAM by the
arch-reactionaries, the Tafts, the Balls and the
Smiths.

Labor’s failure to build a party of its own de-
prives it of a voice in the chambers of Congress.
But this does not mean that labor has no voice
in the country. It has a powerful voice, the voice
of 15 million men and women organized in the
trade unions, This voice can become a mighty roar
if it is properly coordinated.

Alert the Trade Unions

The initiative for this coordination must be as-
sumed by the local militants. They must band
together into inter-Local committees, represent-
ing the whole trade union movement in each lo-
cality. They must organize joint protest demon-

the hearings in Washington. They must organize
their Labor Party forces NOW to oust the Demo-
cratic and Republican conspirators, and replace
them with their own labor representatives.

It is the task of the most advanced militants
to alert the trade unions, to unite them for com-
mon action, to put them on a war footing, The
trade unions are facing a fight for their very
existence. No worker can remain complacent about
the outcome. Only the maximum mobilization of
the power of the unions will guarantee victory.

Flint Labor Party Movement
Develops Despite Obstacles

By Sol Dollinger
(Special to The Militant)

FLINT, Mich,, Jan. 16 — After one month of activity,
the local Labor Party movement presents an over-all pic-
tare of progress. It has made some big steps forward as

well as receiving some setbacks.
This past week the meeting of *
UAW-CIO Chevrolet Local 659,

Labor Party now.”

meetings.”

During the past week, Jakie
Waldo, a pald functionary in the
UAW Regional Office who was
recently removed as PAC Re-
gional Director, has been stir-
ring up the factional divisions
in the auto locals. He succeed-
ed in getting AC Spark Plug Lo-

Wake Up!

Q

)llnion-SmasIring Laws

Rushed Into Hearings

By Joseph Hansen
More than 100 separate bills aimed against

strations. They must send mass delegzations .to :

which initiated the Labor Party
campaign, voted by a narrow
margin to discontinue Kermit
Johnson as a full-time paid la-
bor party organizer. He will con-
tinue on a part-time basis as
organizer of the Local's Labor
Party Committee established sev-
eral weeks ago,

The most significant feature
of the meeting, however, was the
agreement of all speakers on
the urgent necessity to build the
Labor Party, Those who opposed
maintaining a full-time organ-
izer pointed out that they are
paying per capita to the UAW
International and the local CIO
Council, which bodies, they felt,
should send in full-time organ-
izers to build labor’s own party.

The Searchlight, official organ
of Local 659, today commented
editorially that “after the last
membership meeting there can

be no doubt in anyhody’s mind‘

that Local 659 is in favor of a

| Trotslr}ists [lectéd
In Bolivia And Ceylon

Three Trotskyists were elected
to the Bolivian Chamber of Dep-

uties and one was elected to the |

Senate in the Jan. 5 elections.
(See next week's Militant for
complete story.)

Three Trotskyists in Ceylon—
Doric de Souza. Indrapala and
Aboubacker — were also elected
by large majorities to the Co-
lombo Municipal Council, ac-
cording to the January issue of
the British Socialist Appeal.

B S —

It urged the “enthusiastic
membership” who attended the
meeting to “work in the shop for
the organizing campaign” to
build a Labor Party. The official
Organizing Committee, it added,
“must not let down on the job
of spreading the good word to
other liberal groups and unions

. . The most important thing
now is to get as many other
groups as possible to join in the
 program by setting up their own
committees and carrying on dis-
cussions of the subject at their

cal to rescind its previous action
of reaffirming support for the
Labor Party and to vote for a

referendum on the question.

AC Local President Archie
Myers, who said in a Militant
interview last year that he favor-
ed building a labor party, an-

nounced his reversal in the daily |

press, asserting that the Labor
Party is being instigated by
“Trotskyites
When questioned on his stand by
a Chevrolet local officer, Myers
(Continued on Page 2)

and Stalinites.” |

Chicago SWP Candidate

Files Nominating Petitions

missioners.

By Robert L. Birchman ‘

CHICAGO, Jan. 20—Petitions for Homer Lewis, So- |
cialist Workers Party candidate for Alderman in the Third
Wal‘d, were filed tOday with the Board of Election Com- Lewis and Michael Bartell, SWP
The three Aldermanic candidates of Revere |candidate for Mayor, has gone
Copper and Brass Local 477, UAW-CIO were also supposed ' into full swing:
|to file their petitions today.®————

ate sufficient funds for a large-
scale, low-rent housing pro-
gram.”

The campaign to elect Homer

Thousands of

leaflets will be distributed,

These three union men, who | the past two weeks when eleven neighborhood meetings and ra-

have been endorsed by the
CIO Council here, are Frank
Wesolowski in the 32nd Ward,
Charles Chiakulas in the 35th
Ward, and Sam Mazza in. the
36th Ward.
| Homer Lewis' candidacy has
been received with great enthus-
jasm by militant Negro work-
ers, and many friends of the
party worked hard to secure sig-
natures to place him on the bal-
lot. The Third Ward is located
in the midst of the over-crowded
“Black Ghetto” on Chicago's
South Side, where thousands live
huddled together in firetrap ten-
ements.
LEWIS' STATEMENT

“The need for labor represent-
ation in the City Council has been

dramatically brought to the at-
tention of the Negro people in

T
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HOMER LEWIS

people lost thelr lives in fires:
that swept through the tinder- i
box “firéetrap tenement buildings
in which they lived,” said Homer l
Lewis in a statement today. [

|

“The political flunkies of the

Democrats and Republicans in
the City Council have utierly
failed to provide adequate pro-
tection against fires,” Lewis con-
inued. “Serving the interests
»f their capitalist masters, they
have failed to enforce existing
fire ordinances. Above all, they
have completely failed to inaug-
urate a real low-rent public
housing program.
- “Only representatives of the
workers themselves can and will
take action to prevent further
victims of fires.
the city government immediately
act to force the landlords to re-
pair buildings and provide ade-
juate fire escapes. Additional
fire-fighting equipment and fire-
nen must be assigned to the ten-
ment areas. Immediate tem-
orary housing must be provided
or all families living in build-
‘ngs that should be condemned
;s unfit for human hébitation.
Temporary housing must be built
n the 1632 square miles of vac-
it lots in the city while the
fire~trap tenements are being
orn down and permanent hous-
ng projects built.

“The people forced to live in
these inhuman conditions must
organize tenant unions, fight for
adequate fire protection and de-
cent housing, and demand that
the city, state and federal gov-
ernments immediately appropri-

How Your Union Is Threatened

Here’s how the anti-labor
bills now before Congress
would cripple your union and
leave you defenseless before
employer attacks.

Take the main anti-labor bill
| before the Senate — the Taft-
Smith - Ball measure (S, 55),
First, it proposes a five-man
| Federal Mediation Board. This
' hand-picked board of corpora-
tion-minded stooges would have
the power to intervene in any
I dispute with employers and bar
| any strike for 60 days.

After your employer stalled
your union as long as possible,
and just when you were ready
 to strike, the Mediation Board
would step in and halt your
strike. For 60 days it would pres-
sure you to whittle down your
| demands and tie you up in red
tape. Meanwhile, the company
would have 60 extra days to
mobilize strikebreaking forces
and beat down union morale.

If the employer provoked you !

into a so-called “wildcat” strike,
you could be fired under S.55 and
denied the protection of the
Wagner Act. If you called an
organizing strike against em-
ployer intimidation or a com-
pany union, if you refused to
handle scab products, you would
be violating S.55 and could be
fined $5,000 and sent to prison
for a year. In addition the em-
ployer could sue you and bank-
rupt your union.

PRYING EYES

Jurisdictional strikes would be
barred. This clause could be
used to break strikes for wages
and conditions. If your union
went on strike, the boss could
call in some other group that

‘would claim jurisdiction. Then

he would yell for the law, claim-
ing your strike was a “jurisdic-
tional” strike and “illegal.”
S.55 would” make you file a
complete report of your union’s

finances with the Secretary of
Labor. This would give the
company a blue-print of your
union’s financial strength and
expose its internal affairs to the
boss's prying eyes.

| But this bill, in its present
form, is just a starter. It can
be revised or amended to include
any of the other vicious: anti-
labor hills before Congress. These
include the two bills submitted
by Republican Senator Ball of
Minnesota (S.105 and S.133).
They give a vivid idea of
how far Wall Street’'s Congress-
men are prepared to go to de-
| stroy your union,

UNDERMINES UNION

S.105 would ban all forms of
union security, including the
closed shop, union shop and
maintenance of membership. It
|repeals Section 8 of the Wagner
Act which legalizes closed shop
contracts. All existing union
security clauses would be void-

ed. For violation of this law,

I advocate that *

you could be fihed $5,000 and
sent to jail for a year., What
a field day the employer would
then have undermining your un- |
ion by hiring scabs and anti-
union elements, and replacing
union men with non-union men. |

Ball's S.133 bill is the monop-;
oly corporation’s delight. It bars
industry-wide bargaining. Im-
agine your local union in Gen- |
eral Motors or U. S. Steel forced |
to bargain single-handed against |
the concentrated wealth and
power of these giant corpora-
tions. All the power of great
national and international com-
bines could be thrust against iso- |
lated groups of workers. This
is & bill to chop industrial un-‘
ions to bits. |

And if you violated S.133 the |
government would be required to |
siap an injunction on your un-
ionl

dio broadecasts are being planned.
"The opening election rally of
the SWP will be held Sun., Feb.
2, 7:30 p.m, at 777 West Adams
St. Speakers will include V. R.
Dunne, SWP National Labor
Secretary, Homer Lewis and
Michael Bartell.

fakland Unions
Call For United

Political Action

By Ed Davis

OAKLAND, Cal,, Jan, 12—
Calling for united political
action by the CIO, AFL and
Railroad Brotherhoods, a
special expanded meeting of
the Alameda County CIO
Council decided yesterday to en-
ter the April municipal elections
here. This decision follows sim-
ilar action taken by the AFL
Central Labor Union shortly af-
ter the recent general strike.

Oakland is especially ripe for
the election of a Iabor slate.
Here is the home of the notor-
ious Warren-Knowland political
machine, that dominates Cali-
fornia politics and plays an in-
tegral part in the national anti-
labor drive. Over a period of
vears, this machine has man-
aged to secure a stranglehold on
the cities of the East Bay. As
the general strike revealed, this
machine is now using its police
openly to smash any attempt of
labor to defend its living stand-
ards.

During the CIO conference
discussion of the political action
resolution, an amendment was
made to call for the selection of
candidates from Ilabor’s ranks,
rather than from among those

| “friendly to labor.”

The Stalinists, who dominated
the conference, cut off discus-
sion before an adequate pres-
entation of the differences could
be made. < The resolution was
passed as originally presented.
Failure to provide for adequate
control by the labor movement
of the candidates supported, is
the chief weakness of the pres-
ent movement of the labor un-
fons into polities.

Despite this weakness, the call
by both county union bodies for
unified action, marks a big step
forward for Alameda County
labor. What is most urgently
needed now is an organized
means for achieving this unity.
A joint, delegated conference of
the local AFL, CIO and Railroad
Brotherhoods to select candidates
and prepare for the campalgn
is the indicated next step.

the labor movement have been submitted by Wall
Street’s political representatives in the first two
weeks of the 80th Congress. This mass of pro-
posed laws shows with what deadly intent the
powerful Republican steer- ﬁversién Eoit—lAast yeaf'r Ca;
ing t%ommittee is ﬂollowt}ng bill. It provides cbmpulsory
up the program OI aCUON | .4iation during a 60-day per-
against labor it announced |isq. denies supervisory employes
January 4. the benefit of the Wagner
In the Senate, Taft, Smith Act; outlaws various types of
and Ball submitted & revised strikes; provides for employer

i suits against unions; and com-
s t- t G pels unions to file financial re-
'ts with th t.
ENUMENT GIOWS oz v b e
For Pay Raises,
Poll Reveals
A majority of American | et on ' single ome

for passage. Taft, Smith and

Ball are pressing to rush it
workers are convinced In- nihys measure designed to cut
dustrial employers can raise |the throat of the labor moves=

through public hearing.
OMNIBUS MEASURE

wages without raising prices,
according to Gallup Poll fig-
ures reported in the Jan. 13 |
N. Y. World-Telegram., |

“The endorsed theory that pay
boosts can be granted without
increasing prices has apparent-
ly taken hold in the minds of
millions of Americans,” writes
George Gallup, Director of the
American Institute of Public
Opinion.

“A substantial majority with
pinions accept the idea that
management can hand out an-
other round of wage boosts with-
out raising prices, the poll
shows,” says Gallup.

The question asked in the poll | new

was:

‘actories without increasing the
arices of the goods they make?"
The natlonal vote was:

WO isiciiinaiceisiticiain 47%
NO  coriicrnnrenesrensssnnsesessennes 40%
No opinion .....ccccenievevinnnne 13%

This result is especially sig-
nificant in view of the tremend-
ous propaganda campaign by the
Big Business press and govern-
ment to fool the people into

increases.
workers alone—that is, mainly

the question was answered yes

by 55%: only 30% voted no,
On the related question. “Do

you think these factory work-

ers should get more pay?” the

was: “Yes", 50%;: “No”, 30%.
Union members gave a 59% ma-
jority for more pay now; only
309% said “No.”

response from manual workers |

| ment,

These bills embody the heart
of the January 4 program of ac-
tions, signed by Senators Taft,
Smith and Ball, which called for

, “creation of new Federal medi-

ation machinery, overhauling of
the National Labor Relations
Act, some amendments to the
Norris - LaGuardia Act, outlaw-

ing of compulsory membership

in unions, establishment of Fed-

. eral standards for unions as re-

gards finances, election of offi-
cers, strike votes, etc., compul-
sory adjudication of major dis-
putes, application of the Sherman
Act to collective bargaining in
certaln cases and writing of a
anti-monopoly statute to

“Do you think pay in~|apply to labor relations,”
reases could be given by most |’

This program of action, if car-
ried out according to plan. would
smash the American labor move-
ment.

Some of the most vicious and
unpopular points in the GOP
steering committee’s program of
action have been embodied in
separate measures, sponsored by
Ball in order to relieve Taft of
their onus. Taft is being groomed
for the presidency in 1948 and

thinking wage raises cause price | may even try to assume a “libe

eral” hue during the coming

In the vote of the manual period.

While readying these far-

factory workers and unionists— reaching measures, the capital-

ist politicians rushed emergency
legislation to ban portal-to-por=
tal suits and cheat milllons of

workers out of the back pay due

them.

The 80th Congress has opened
with an, onslaught against labor
such as has not been seen for
decades, The existence of the
unions is at stake.

of the membership.

In a statement distributed to
the membership, NMU president
Joseph Curran charged that the
Stalinist refusal to allow a ref-
erendum vote Is “a deliberate
attempt to split our union.” In
view of this bureaucratic action,
Curran declared:

“The real issue is no longer
CMU. The real Issue is—Do you,
the membership in & rank and
file union, have the right to pass
judgment in a secret referendum
vote on the major issues in your
union? They say NO. I say
YES!I"

STALINIST STRATEGY

The Stalinist refusal to grant
a referendum is based on their
fear of bheing repudiated by the
ranks.

the membership. The Stalinist
strategy is to evade a final de-
cision by maneuvering to post-
pone a referendum to the in-
definite future and to avoid it
altogether if possible.

Instead of a referendum on

Stalinists Block Vote
By NMU Rank-And-File

(Special to The Militant)

NEW YORK, Jan. 13.—The division in the CIO Nation-=
al Maritime Union leadership has been widened by the
refusal of the Stalinist majority on the union’s National
Council to submit the question of continued affiliation to
the Committee for Maritime Unity to a referendum vote

affiliation, the NMU Council ma.,
jority voted to send 50 delegates
to the March 15 CMU confer~
ence. ‘Their decision was to
wait until these delegates re=
ported back to the Council and
then have the Council decide on
the basis of this report, whether’
or not t6 have a referendum. In
the meantime they are hinting

Ithat the question should prop-

erly be referred to the NMU con~
vention in the fall.
TRANSPARENT MANEUVER
Through their tight-knit ma-
chine the Stalinists intend to
pack the delegation to CMU and
get a “favorab'e” report. They
hope to do the same with the

, convention delegation. The Cur-

A flood of telegrams | transparent. maneuver and
from ships and ports endorsing | pressing for a “thirty-day study
the position of the Curran group | period and a sixty-day referend-
indicates they have the support | um vote” of the entire mem-
of an overwhelming majority of | bership.

ran group can see through this
is

Pending a referendum Curran
announced he will have nothing
further to do with CMU, By
postponing a vote, the Stalin-
ists serve to sharpen the in-
ternal struggle which fasp
heading for a showdown.

is
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Proposal For Mass March On The State Capitol
Made To Delegates At Michigan EPC Conference

(Special to The Militant)

LANSING, Mich., Jan. 18—
The Conference for a Michi-
gan FEPC, held here last Sat-
urday, was highlighted by
the proposal of Ernest Maz-
ey, CIO Auto Workers Briggs
Local 212 delegate, that “we
immediately renew our ef-
forts to gain united action
of the whole labor movement
to prepare a mass march on
Lansing to take place when the
FEPC petition hits the Housc
{loor.”

The conference of over 400
delegates was a continuation of
the drive for a state fair em-
ployment practices act. This
drive forced the introduction of
s bill before the Michigan leg- |
islature by initiative petition for
the first time in history. The
former Attorney‘ General had
ruled the petitions with 185,000
signatures invalid on a technl-l
cality, but the new Attorrey
General forwarded the petitions
to the Stape Senate Lahor Com-
mittee. Under Michigan law the
legislature must pass the bill in
40 days, or it must be put on
the ballot in the next state elec-
tion for referendum.

After pep speeches by prom-
inent CIO United Auto Workers,
Detroit CIO and Negro leaders,
as well as Democratic Party pol-
iticians, the State Steering Com-
mittee presented the conference
some proposals for action along
the lines of a letter-writing cam-
paign, delegations to visit leg-
islators and lobby in the state
capital, etc. Plans were also
made for district mass meetings.

FOR UNITED LABOR ACTION

At this point Mazey spoke for
transforming the campaign into
a mass mobilization of labor and
the Negro people for a march
on Lansing. He pointed to the
need for mass action at the state
capital as the best way to back
up the petitions and win the
FEPC law.

He also urged intensified ef-
forts to secure united action of

Birds Of A Feather

Democrat Truman warmly clasps the hands of Repub-
lican leaders Vandenburg, President Pro-Tempore of the Sen-
ate, and Martin, Speaker of the Housc. Vandenburg said Tru-
man’s proposals for anti-labor laws and pledge of coopera-
tion with the reactionary Republican majority in Congress

were “very constructive.” Federated Pictures

L.A. Food Clerks Win Strike
Despite Tobin-Green Perfidy

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 26—The two and one-half week

Monday with a victory for the union.
breaking ultimatums from the leaders of the Teamsters

| ~®Union and back-stabbing by AFL
. | President William Green, the
Fllnt Movement | union won the following:
\For Labor Party
foris to seeure united sction of Shows Progress
for more solidified labor sum)ortl

was emphasized because the (Continued from Page .1)
FEPC campaign has become a is reported to have admitted

An average $10 weekly raise
based on a 40-hour week for all
clerk classifications; sequality in
pay scales; six days' sick leave
pay per year: one week's paid
vacation after one year's work,
two weeks after two years; in-
creased pay for night and Sun-
day work; payment of a $§55

strike of AFL Retail Food Clerks Local 770 ended here last |
Despite strike-!

Of GOP

Robert Alphonso Taft, Re-
publican Senator from Ohio,
has been described as ‘“cau-~
tious, frosty and aloof.” This
GOP boss, through whom

M| “all party decisions must be

| cleared,” according to the
New Republic, “is as clammy
as Coolidge.” Even Wworse,
his ambition is “to be another

House in 1948. The Morgan-
bhacked Time magazine, opening
a campaign to “humanize” Taft,
claims he “is not a cold fish”
but ‘an “amiable, approachable
man with a dry-friendly wit, who
likes to talk and mix whiskey
with his soda.”

Whether or not Taft is as
clammy as & shark’s belly or is
a whiskey-guzzling wit, these |
personal traits are least impor-
tant of the assets that wgn him
political leadership in the drive
against labor now underway in
Congress.

The Senator is a scion of the
|fabulously wealthy Taft family,
owners of the Cincinnati Star-
Times., Ferdinand Lundberg lists
them in his authoritative book,
‘Amerlca's 60 Families, as No. 33
in the dynasty of families who
are-the real rulers of America.
| Lundberg estimated their for-
tune at $54,000,000 in 1924, most
of it derived from real estate.’
They certainly haven't grown
poorer since. ‘
PROFITABLE FAMILY TIES l

Robert Alphonso was reared
in an environment ideally suited
to develop him into a Wall Street
politician., His father took over
the White House in 1908 with the
aid of & slush fund that included
$110,000 from his half-brother,
Charies P. Taft, $20,000 from
steel tycoon Andrew Carnegie,
$20,000 from banker J. P. Morgan,
and similar huge contributions
from various Morgan partners,

[

Cal” and move Into the White [/ :

Robert A. Taft -- Kingpin

Senate

0y

TAFT

$20,000 but it “was delicately re-
fused because there was & suit
pending against his company for
allegedly defrauding the War De-
partment on gunpowder . con-
tracts.”

The intimate and profitable
family connections of the elder
Taft have been dutifully kept up
by his son. Lundberg reported
him in 1937 as a Carnegie trus-
tee. Besides membership in' the
corporation law firm of Taft,
Stettinius & Hollister, he is &
director of the Central Trust
Company, the Covington and
Cincinnatti Bridge Company, and
a fellow of the Yale Corpora-
tion,

In politics since the First
World War, he was elected to
the Ohio House of Representa-
tives in 1921; moved up to the
Ohio Senate in 1931 (there ad-
vocated shifting the main tax
burden to the poor): and in 1939

appeared on the national politi-

Machine

WRADE

Or———— — —_.

President Joseph Curran related
a sidelight on Stalinist methods
at last week's meeting of the
NMU Council. He charged that
Stalinist agents in several small
ports where the union has had
no quorum in four years had
sent wires, allegedly from mem-
bership meetings, condemning

ple the labor movement. At the
same time he has cleverly asso-
ciated his name with a few mea-
sures that enjoy wide public sup-
port. Thus he helped guide the
vicious Case anti-labor bill
through Congress last year, and
he was one of the supporters of
the Smith-Connally War Labor
Disputes Act. But he voted for
a bill in 1940 to outlaw the use
of strikebreakers and labor spies
and he opposed the “forced-la-
bor” bill proposed by Truman
during last year's railroad strike.
This is the ABC maneuvering
engaged in by all cepitalist poli- i
ticians. For the sake of the re-
cord they chime in with general
sentiment on certain popular
measures, the better to push
through the laws they are cru-
cially interested in. Taft is one
of the sponsors of the Wagner-
Ellender-Taft housing bill, which
is supported by labor. Yet In
1939 he proposed an amendment
to cut in half an appropriation
for low cost housing, |
During the war Taft cam- |
paigned for a 10 per ceni fed-
eral sales tax, which would have
slashed into low incomes.
SERVES GIANT MONOPOLIES
Taft is one of the most power-
ful Big Business politicians in
Congress. He is chairman of the
Republican steering committee
that decides on GOP sirategy
and tactics. He wields great
welight in the Republican party,
having hand-picked Reece to be
chairman of its National Com-
mittee. Today the dominant fi-
gure in the Senate, he chose the
chairmanship of the Labor and
Public Welfare Comimittee as the
most strategic post to wield the
axe against labor. He is likewise
senior member of the powerful
Finance Committee. |
In sizing up its political enem- |
ies. tabor should pay careful at- |
tention to Taft. Ever since he cut |

man of the Stalinist-dominated
misnamed “Committee for Mari-
time Unity.”

- .

An Important development in
the progressive movement for
consolidation of the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Firemen and
Enginemen and the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Engineers
is the calling of a Nationa] Con-
ference of district leaders of the
Consolidation Committee of En-

Curran for resigning as co-chair- |

ginemen. It will be held at the

Midland Hotel, Chicago, on Feb- |

ruary 10-12.
-

Monopoly-created paper short-
ages are ‘increasingly epdanger-
ing the existence of the labor
press. We note, for instance, the |
page-size of the CI0O News has
been reduced in recent issues.
The last couple of issues of Lhe
International Woodworker, organ
of the CIO International Wood-
workers, have been cut to skim-
py 8-page tabloids from a full-
sized paper,

AFL and railroad union lead-
ers have sided with Big Business
in atlacking CIO suits for por-
lal-to-portal pay. Railway La-
bor, published by 15 standard
railroad labor  organizations,
complains that “the immediate
effect has been to arouse ill-feel-
ing against labor” and will lead
to anti-labor legislation by Con-
gress. According to this theory,
the way to fight anti-labor laws
and avoid “ill-feeling against
labor” is for labor never to de-
mand ts rights. Don’t wait for
the bosses to take your rights|
away — give them away first! |
'tI‘lmt's some union leaders' mot-l
0.

1

UNIO

NOTES

CIO National Maritime Union |

The Jan, 3 Seafarers Log,
weekly of the AFL Seafarers In-
ternational Union, warns about
the Maritime Commission’s de-
mand that a proportionate part
of the peacetime compulsory
military trainees proposed hy the
President be trained by the U.S.
Maritime Service as a national
reserve of merchant seamen.”

The Log points out, that “they
are asking free Americans to be
drafted into the Maritime Ser-
vice just as they are into the
Army and Navy. If you refuse to
join this bell-bottomed scabbery
you would be called a draft-
dodger and sent to a federal pen-
itentiary. Once in, you would be
governed by strict military law.”

*

We warn again of a reactione
ary, red-baiting sheet, published
in Detroit, called The Wage-
Farner. It imitates the appear-
ance of various regular union
papers. The January 10 issue is
devoted mainly to propagandiz-
ing for a more vigorous anti-
democratic red-purge in the CIO
— particularly the implementa-
tion of the CIO's declaration
against the ‘outside interfer-
ence”’ of the Communist Party
(Stalinist).

Uninformed unjonists will be
unable, by the most careful read.
ing of the paper, t¢ know who
puts it out. The only reference
to its publishers is in tiny type
at the bhottom of the editorial
page, where we read it is an “in-~

| dependent” paper published “by

the ACTU Publishing Corpora-
tion.” The ACTU stands for Ase
sociation of Catholic Trade Un-
ionists. No ‘“outside interfer=
ence”, indeed!

- -

AFL Teamsters Czar-President
Tobin wants it known he did so
issue a statement denouncing
the Oakland Genera] Strike. He
just didn't give it in time to the
press. He tells all about it in four
pages of the January Interma-
tional Teamster, in answer to
“considerable criticism” from
“representatives of capital.”

Our Program:

; ‘ United States

factional issue between UAW sheepishly, “Well, you know un- " ; ; the copper-trust Guggenheims, gal scenio: B B | his teeth on & gold-plated spoon, | , .

President Walter Reuther, Mich- lon elections are coming up.” "_‘:5:‘;{’ tnlllmr:"?;:meafm one year, ’elc. U.p S. Steel's Henry Clay Senator. he has been selected and trained 1. DAG'?J‘IJ labor's "‘"‘d‘"‘_bf living!

jgan CIO President August Chevrolet Local President Tex ! L kaa LTI | Frick generously tossed $50,000 PUSHED CRIPPLING LAWS to serve the glant monopolies: 8s sliding scale of wages —an escalator wage clause in all
Scholle and their followers, and Owens branded Myers’ state- | Local 770’s, Secretary Joseph into the kitty and one of the! He has consistently pushed their professional political repre- union ‘h‘”‘"‘f" to provide automatic wage increases to
the Stalinists and their allies. ments about the Labor Party as De Silva stated at the conclud- | munitions-trust du Ponts offered legislation In Congress to crip- | sentative. o st 4ha tising-eost-of Kuing! .

The Reutherites boycotted to- “grossly inaccurate.”” He said ing strike mass meeing, “We : p "9"‘"'{ mass consumers comm'_'ees for independent action
day's conference. [that Chevrolet local’s 10-man used to be the tail of the labor Crisis In Communist Party against profiteering and price-gouging!

Mazey concluded by urging the organizing committee is “intact, | movement here, now we are the . . . - . Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers’
conference to set the tone for active and being enlarged.” spearhead.” The militant strike’ DlSSldenfs Hl‘l' Cp Elecflon Pollcy eontrol!
the campaign by adjourning for !When elections for district or- of the retail food clerks has set 2. ‘Full employment and job security % I K
a brief picket line before the 'ganizers in the plant’s 49 dis- an inspiring example to the oth- | * aind 'p Yy 7 } y vor oll workers
state capitol a block away. | tricts are complete, “we will have er unions here, especially the! One of the major “crimes” for © Now, everybody knows the ' pelled California CP leader, an- nd veterans. )

Following Mazey’s speech, the a Labor Party committee of 60 Teamsters, and will undoubtedly which many Communist Party Italian and French Stalinist swers charges of “leftism” For "! 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding lu'f Of‘ hours
Stalinist machine went into ac~ workers to represent over 11,000 encourage them to fight for (Stalinist) members have been parties are practlicing class-col- against his criticism of CP elec- reduce the hours of work with no reduction in pay
tion. Hodges Mason, a leading organized workers in Chevrolet.” 'similar wage gains. expelled in the past year is their laboration right in the capital- | tion tactics in San Francisco, by to prevent layoffs and unemployment! ,
Stalinist in the UAW, com-  The big obstacie to the Labor | criticism of the party's continued ist governments with the cap- explaining: 8""""’“"' operation of all idle plants under worken’ control!
plained about “picket lines and Party here is that it is being collaboration with the capitalist italist parties, serving as major | Nabody ‘Would' Bive sbiectsd nemployment insurance eq.ull to trade union w':ges for work-
demonstrations even before we made a factional issue for pur- u - A t- -t- political machines and politic- | props of the capitalist rulers. io OB sup}aort of bautgedis ilbera] ers and veterans during the entire period of unem-
have given the Governor and poses of inner union politics in “'0" C IVI Ies ians. But the CP oppositlionists delude ' o cieovec it i+ were made clear ployment!
the Legislature a chance to pass the coming union elections. n . The documents of these var- themselves that only the Amer- (p tin Sl slestich oo §. Assiosollanti-leborovs ond GovaraRRR gl
whe: BU)." | herstore, thia, Snevrale; ator Brlng Jall Term ious left - Stalinist dissident ican party is “reyisionist” and .5 g choice of the only avail- breaking!

After another delegate was |Party Committee Is asking all| aroups give an. inside picture of | “snti-socialisk™ They conceal oot 0 % Fo o vou Sola | B6 St it o K skt oe s mad sl
given the floor to attack the factions in all locals to refrain F c|0 I_ d the dealings of the Stalinist the fact that the whole world- o6& the GP'zict Balig 'on the | No injunctiont] Ne' eoomaulso el 'P
proposal, the Chairman bureau- 1}')romP fatctxonahsm over the LE-,‘ or ea er leaders with the most corrupt Wide Stalinist movement Is cut et it there were fiot llo pulsory arbitration!
cratically put the proposal to a | bor Party. - G Al . ¥ hese doc- from the same cloth by that | i 4. Bui .
vote before delegates favoring it | The Committee plans to send (Special to The Militant) f:xl:(‘ztrxa:sl?taxtmmLc’::;eTtime, 10" master-tailor of betrayal, Stalin ;;Si?tr;: ic;]\:)xs\e :bgz; it:;;sfoz:g:izf uild an independent labor party!
could speak. Under this pres- [reports of the Labor Party pro-| LOS ANGELES, Jan. 18— close the confusion in the minds himself. dates.” (NCP Report, Jan. 13.) 5. Tox the rich, not the poor!
sure, the motion was defeated. |gress and activities to all CIO Philip M. Connelly, local CIO | . > y . 13,

locals in the state and to the
Flint AFL. The Committee also
decided to have a big streamer
with a slogan urging the build-
ing of a Labor Party displayed
across the front of the Chev-
rolet union hall.

Once the local union elsctions
are over and the factional at-
mosphere subsides, it is expected
the Labor Party will cut across
factional lines and make rapid
progress.

with many delegates not voting.

FLINT

"THE LIFE AND WORKS OF
KARL MARX"
Speaker: PAUL BAYER
Sunday, Feb. 2. 8 p.m.
215 East 9 Street

NEW YORK

Marxist Labor School
Monday, Jan. 27, 8 p.m.
“Washington vs. Moscow
in Europe”
Speaker:
CHARLES .CORNELL

N. Y. Organizalion Secy.
Socialist Workers Party
116 University Place

| Council secretary, this week
, began serving a 60-day jail
| sentence for activities on the

tors strike last year.

The picket line had been brok-
|en up by strikebreaking police
and Connelly and other CIO
leaders were arrested.

The CIO leaders failed to uti-
lize this case as a rallying point

How the Labor Party will be for. a vigorous px.'otest against
able to fight for the interests of police strlkebreak'm_g. Instead,
the workers at all times was de- COnnelly, a Stalinist follower,
monstrated this past week when | Nas been made a victim of the
two members of the Chevrolet red-bhaiting drive in the CIO.
Labor Party Committee, Kermit He recently was deposed from
Johnson and President Tex |the California CIO state execu-

Commission to support the bus the Newspaper Guild, failed to
drivers. on strike here and to de- | reelect him as one of its 10 del-
mand that the city take overfegates to the Los Angeles CIO
the trolley coach company. Council.
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| picket line in the U. S. Mo- |

Owens, appeared before the City | tive board and his own union, |

of the dissidents themselves.
They themselves are still infect- |
ed with Stallnism and reform
illusions.

The criticism within the CP
{of Stalinist class - collaboration
| politics reached its sharpest form
during and after the last na-
tional elections. It centered |
particularly around the CP elec-
| tion policy In New York state.

The New Committee for Pub-
lications in its Nov. 11, 1946 is-
sue of NCP Report, a bulletin

that serves as a clearing house only this is “far from sufficient.”  Vvisionist leadership for some 12

for CP opposition views, states:
“The U. S. Communist Party |
did its best to deliver its vote to
the American Labor Party. The
ALP in turn did its best to de-
liver its vote to Mead and Leh-
man,

ist foreign policy.”

This same group, the NCP,!the manner in which the CP sup- |the source of the revisionist,

while condemning the class-col-
laboration politics of the Amer-
fcan Communist Party, covers
up the same type of politics in
the European Communist Part-
ies. The Nov. 18 NCP Report
thus claims *“the Italian Com-
munist and Socialist Parties have
‘already boldly announced their
political aim of bringing the
Italian working class, in alliance
with poor farmers and others,
to political power . .. The French
Communist Party is also clearly
|on the verge of an equivalent
| step.”

Oppositionists like Ruth Me-
Kenney and Bruce Minton, ex-
pelled CP leaders, attack the of-
ficial Stalinist leadership for
“tailing behind bourgeois allies”
and call for the building of an
independent Labor Party. At
the same time, they see nothing
wrong in just & little bit of col-
laboration with “bourgeois lib-
erals,” They write that “the
election of people’s candidates
to Congress in 1946 must be part
of our Communist Program,”

(NCP Report, Nov. 4, 1946.)
“People’s candidates” is the
classic term to cover up capital-
ist candidates who seek labor's
support.’
Another group, the expelled

Both Mead and Lehman |leaders of the Bronx P. R. Club to take note of the American
openly proclaimed their support  of the Communist Party, in their CP's revisionism. If Dunne fol-
of President Truman's imperial- | document “An S.0.8. To All|lowed along that line of reas-

Communists' complains only of

ported Mead and Lehman, “Un-
less the CP counsels pressure
and only qualified support for
these men, it will encourage and
even hurry their reactionary
plans,” say these dissidents.
They object primarily to the
fact that the CP gives uncondi-
tional support to capitalist poli-
ticians.
Similarly,

Vern Smith, ex-

Criticize capitalist candidates
—but vote for them!

Some oppositionists, like Wil-
liam F. Dunne, now go so far as
to admit that Roosevelt's pro-
gram was imperialist and in the
interests of monopoly eapital-
ism, But it is significant ‘that
|not one of them directly con-
demns CP support of Roosevelt
for president or Stalinist ald to
Roosevell's war program.

| Dunne even speaks of a ‘re-

| years" in the CP. (NCP Report,
Dec. 9, 1946)) But he carefully
leaves it at that. He does not
want to explain how the lead-
| ership of the entire Third Inter-
| national failed in all -that time

oning, he would inevitably find

anti-Marxist, class-collaboration
politics of the American CP not
in Browder or Foster —but In
Stalin who dictated the line of
| the Third International until he
liquidated it.

But Dunne, like all the CP dis-
sidents, is still a Stalinist. There-

10.

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 3 year!

An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government
low-rent housing!

Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!
End Jim-Crow! End Anti-Semitism!

For a veterans’ organization sponsored by the
trade unions!

A working class answer to capitalist militarism

and war.

Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the
people vote on the question of war or peace!

Against capitalist conscription!

Abolish the officer caste system!

Full democratic rights in the armed forces!

Trade union wages for the armed forces!

Military training of workers, financed by the gevernmant,
but under control of the trade unions!

Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the
workers in all lands!

For the compiete independence of the colonial peoples!
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soill

For a Workers' and Farmers’ Government!

fore his criticism of CP pro-
| capitalist politics ends where it
should really just begin.
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What Zionist Groups Are Doing In Palestine

In the anti-imperialist struggle of the
native masses in the Near East, the Jewish
people can play an important and pro-
gressive role. But only on one conditjfon—
if they follow a correct program. A promi-
nent Palestinian Trotskyist, in the article
reprinted below from the December “So-
cialist Appeal” of England, analyzes the
arch-reactionary character of Zionism and
outlines the only policy that can lead the
Jewish masses out of the blind alley into
which it has led them.—The Edilors.

By T. Cliff
Terrorist activity in Palestine has been
revived on a larger scale than formerly,
calling the attention of the entire press
to the organizations of the Hagana, the
Irgun Zvai Leumi, the Stern Gang and
thelr activities.

Socialist internationalists must answer
the question: what is the character of these
organizations? Are they an anti~-imperialist
factor in the liberatory struggles of the
colonial peoples?

The answer to this question is clear: the
liberation of Palestine from the imperialist
yoke cannot be realized without the libera-
tion of the whole East from imperialism,
There are tens of millions of Arab work-
ers and peasants in the Middle East, and
any organization which does not drive to-
wards unity with these masses can objec-
tively not be anti-imperialist.

All the Zionist terror organizations, how-
ever, daily declare that their objective is
to turn Palestine into a Jewish state. Their
leaders are the main organizers of the boy-
cott of the Arabs, which casts Arab work-
ers out of industries owned by Jews, and
prevents Arab peasants from selling their
products to Jewish customers, etc.

As regards their relation to imperialism,
there is somewhat of a difference between
the Hagana and the other terrorist organi-
zations, but this difference is in reality
only verbal.

Behind Terrorist Groups
Dr. Sneh, head of the Hagana, declared:

“One of the bad principles of the tra-
ditional system (of British policy) is that
the British authorities compromise only
with the one who knows how to disturb
and to break their peace, but are accus-
tomed to treat lightly and betray a faith-
ful, peaceful and patient ally. I{ this is
the way to win the alliance of Britain, we
cannot avoid trying to follow this path, as
we are very interested in Britain's alli-
ance with us. We cannot long maintain
the present one-=sided alliance in place of
a mutual alliance, The Jewish population
in Palestine does not intend to expel the
British from the country and be their
heirs, We do not see any contradiction
whatsoever between mass immigration, a
Jewish state, and wide and strong British
bases in this country. On the contrary, we
shall look upon it very favorably." (“The
Essence of the Crisis,” Ha'aretz, Oct. 26,
1945.)

The other two organizations, the Stern
Gang and the Irgun Zvai Leumi, demagogi-
cally declare that they stand for the full
freedom of Palestine from imperialism in

order to establish a Jewish State. They
declare:

“The British to the sea: the Arabs to
the desert.”

The leaders, knowing the incompatibility
of the two parts of this slogan, choose
the second.

Do these organizations serve the inter-
ests of the Jewish masses of Palestine and
the world, as they claim to do? Of course
not,

Imperialist Aims

For more than 20 years British im-
perialism has been interested in building
a citadel inside the Middle East, shut in
economically, socially and politically from
the Arab masses, a citadel which in its
isolation and reliance on British bayonets
will support an imperialist oppressive pol-
icy. British imperialism has accordingly
allowed the Zionist leaders to settle tens
of thousands of Jews in Palestine with this
object: to use them as a buffer between
itself and the Arab masses. The imperialists
know that whatever the complaint of the
Ziohists against their master, in no case
will they join with the Arab masses.

Sure of this, imperialism can use the
Zionist movements, as it has done in the
past and will do in the future, whenever
there is an Arab-imperialist uprising in the
Middle East, They will use the Zionists as
a direct supporter; but they will =also
use them as scapegoats,

The stronger the activity of the Zionist
terror organizations, the greater the isola-
tion of the Jewish toilers in Palestine from
;heir Arab brethren. Every bomb thrown
for the Jewish state deepens the abyss
between the Jewish and Arab masses and
increases the danger threatening them.

The Zionist leaders, who say the solu-
tion of.the Jewish question lies in Pales-
tine, really precipitate a terrible new Jew-
Ish tragedy. The situation of the Jews In
the Middle East is one of isolation in the
midst of a hostile population. This is the
result of the criminal imperialist policy of
goading the Jewish minority to struggle for
a Jewish State, of helping them to erect
a closed Zionist economy which turns the
anti-imperialist ire of the Arab masses
against the Jews.

It is impossible for the Palestinian Jews
to save the displaced Jews in Europe by
bringing them to Palestine. Their task will
be to save themselves from the abyss into
which they are being driven. This can be
done only by their renunciation of Zion-
ism, by breaking down their isolation in
the Middle East, and by extending their
hand to the Arab masses who fight against
imperialism,

The Jewish terror movements in Pales-
tine are antagonistic to the interests of
the Jews and Arabs alike, Objectively, they
help the interests of imperialism; help the
policy of divide and rule, and justify the
concentration of big armies in Palestine
under the guise of protecting the Arabs
from the Jews, while really fortifying the
imperialist position in preparation for fu-
ture uprisings in the Middle East.

Fosters Divisions

It is imperialism which is responsible
for the cul-de-sac into which the Jewish

masses of Palestine are being driven, It
did all it could to maintain the differences
in the standard of life of Jews and Arabs.
While Jewish workers work mainly {n the
closed Jewish economy, hased to a large
extent on Zionist subsidies, the Arab work-
ers. are mainly employed by the Govern-
ment and foreign enterprises.

Imperialist policy was first to pay the
Arab workers wages which are far lower
than those received by the Jews in the
Jewish economy; insofar as it employed
Jewish workers, it paid them higher wages.

The reactionary anti-labor legislation,
the police suppression of strikes, etc.,
harmed the Arab workers with their weak
organizations and lower cultural level,
much more than the Jewish workers, whose

labor organization Histadruth is on the
whole supported by the Jewish capitalists.
This organization serves mainly not the
class struggle, but the boycott of the Arabs,
There i{s no trade union where Palestine
Jews participate with Arabs on equal
terms; there is no common school or hos-
pital; there is no political party in which
Jews and .Arabs are united (Trotskyists
apart)—even the Jewish and Arab Stalin-
ists operate separately.

The fact that the Health and Education
Budgets together do not amount to 65 pe:
cent of the Police Budget (in England they
are five times larger than the latter),
causes the standard of life of the Arabs
to be dragged down much lower than that
of the Jews, who have higher wages and
receive large sums from the world Zionist
movement for health and education.

Tool of Imperialism

British imperialism tries its best to keep
the Jewish and Arab tollers in different
compartments of the same train speeding
toward destruction. The Zionists act in this
as the tool of imperialism.

The fate of the country must rest in the
hands of its inhabitants, The main leaders
of the Zionist movement demand a Jew-
{sh state. The Left Zionists, Hashomer
Hatzair, demand the control of the Jewish
Agency over immigration, colonization and
the development of the country, These de-
mands cannot be realized without the
support of British imperialism against the
Arab masses.

The Arab feudal leaders also base them-
selves on the hope of receiving support
from imperialism against Zionism, Thus
Jamal El Husseini, the rela‘ive of the Mufti
and his right hand, declared In 1937: “We
agree that Palestine will be an eternal
crown colony on one condition only, that
Jewish immigration and colonization will
be stopped.”

The Arab feudal leaders try to cover
their crimes against the interests of the
masses by diverting the fear of the Arab
masses of Zionism—a justified fear—into
reactionary channels of anti-Jewish bait-
ing. The Zionist colonization evicted 3 to
4 thousand Arab tenants. The Arab feudal-
ists try to_cover.the fact of their role in
suppressing. tens of thousands of Arab
tenants and peasants by the cry: stop
colonization.

The Zlonist leaders help the Arab feudal

leaders in this job by opposing any agrarian
reform, knowing that until now 80 per
cent of the land bought by the Zionists
was bought from Arab landowners with
huge estates while'the masses of peasants
;iid not show any inclination to sell their
and.

The Arab feudal lords are no more
interested In the real independence of
Palestine by the action of the masses, than
are the Zionists.

One of Two Roles

The Jewish masses of Palestine can ful-
fill only one of two roles: either they will
be the buffer between imperialism and the
desires of millions of Arab masses in the
East, or they can be the allies of the lat-
ter, Jewish and Arab unity in Palestine
must be based on abolishing those causes
which keep them apart. First of all the

expropriation of imperialist enterprises
which hold the key positions of the econ-
>my (three-fourths of the industrial and
transport capital in the country), the aboli-
tion of the feudal estates and their trans-
ference to the committees of peasants and
agricultural workers,

This will give tremendous economic pos-
sibilities of raising the material and cul-
tural level of the masses—Arab and Jews
alike, The equality between the Arab and
Jewish masses cannot be realized so long
as feudalism and imperialism and Zionism
continue to exist.

When Palestine will become a province
in the Federated Arab Workers and Peas-
ants Republic of the East, the Jews of
Palestine being equal and free, will receive
their right of territorial and national au-
tonomy in the places and the reglons where
they are concentrated.

Tasks of Working Class

The tasks of the Palestinian working
class are clear:

Building of common
trade unions.

Equal pay for equal work, regardless of
race or creed.

Expropriation of the big landowners
without compensation and transference of
the land to the committees of peasants and
agricultural workers.

Nationalization without compensation of
imperialist enterprises and their opera-
tion under workers’ control.

Convocation of a democratically-elected
Constituent Assembly to decide all the ma~
jor problems facing the country, including
immigration and colonization.

No immigration and colonization againsg
the wishes of the Arab masses,

internationalist
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British Strikers Jeer At Troops

4

Members of the Transport & General Workers Union in
London, watch British soldiers deliver meat. Despite this strike-~
breaking action by the Labor Party Government, the union

men stood firm.

Federated Pictures

“Socialists” Offer Deal

;lTo Spanish

Generals

PARIS, Jan. 10—The Spanish capitalists were planning
to replace Franco by installing Don Juan, son of Alphonso

XIII who was dethroned in

1931, at the head of a new,

monarchy. This regime was to be based on the Army,

Bulletin

Additional information from
Paris confirms the news about
‘he strike at the Gerona plant
n Barcelona and adds that the
‘roops fraternized with the
strikers they had been sent to
replace. The strikers addressed
the troops about the terrible '
conditions which led to the!
strike. Sympathy among the
troops mounted and they finally
refused to enter the plant, where-
upon their officers were forced

‘ to withdraw them altogether.

The strike and fraternization
continue to be the chief topic of |
conversation in the workers'
quarter, Poble Nou, where the,
plant is located. In the evening
the main street of the section, '
the Rambla, is crowded with!
workers discussing it. The police, |
sensing the danger of the situa-
tion, have refrained from inter-

London Strikers ﬁeturn As
Government Pledges Action

Faced with rapidly spreading sympathy strikes in sup-®—
port of the demands of 15,000 London truck-drivers, the G€orge Isaacs to Parliament for

British Government agreed to set up a Joint Industrial

Council, charged with bringing in recomme

workers' grievances. On this basis®— . —
the strikers agreed to go back Sovernment withdrew its strike-

to work until Jan. 26, and the

Slogans And Perspectives Of The

breaking troops.
The truck-drivers went out on

ndations on the ‘dr

|action.

The press reports the truck-
ivers may extend their dead-
lllne a few days past Jan. 26 to
give the Council time for study,
| but they are resolved to stick to
their demands.

which would “maintain order.”
But feelers showed the Spanish
people were cold to such a prop=
osition and it has been dropped
for the time being.

Now they envisage a ‘“bridge”
government, still based on the
generals, but also including “re=
publicans' and even “labor lead=
ers.”

This proposal is being strongly
backed by the former “socialist”
minister, Indalecio Prieto, leade
er of the most opportunist wing
of his party and a sly politician.
In a recent press statement he
stated it was necessary to ar=
rive at an agreement with the
generals and monarchists. This
is a resumption of the old Peo~-
ple’s Front policy.

MAKING HEADWAY

Prieto’s policy is making
headway among the Spanish
leaders who, from 1936 to 1939,
led the Spanish workers to de-
feat, and thereafter proved in-
capable or unwilling to even aid
the resistance movement inside
Spain with the funds they had
saved from Franco's hands.

Prieto’s policy is definitely on
the ascendancy in his own party.
The Giral exile government is
therefore losing every vestige of
authority. It was rumored re-
cently that the “socialist” mem-

strike despite orders of union!

bers had resigned from the Giral

|heads to stay on the job. The
| men decided that only strfke ac-
tion could bring an end to the |
delay of the Government Wage |
| Board in settling the contract |
negotiated last May. With wages |

German Worker Sends
Thanks To ACEWR

NEW YORK, Jan. 21—The
following letter from a Ger-

knew always that we were not
the only fighters against the

14,000 Antwerp
Dockers On Strike

BRUSSELS, Belgium, Jan.

government. Prieto's paper, El
Socialista, prints a correction
which tends to confirm the ru-
mor rather than to deny it. It
merely says the news of the res=

Revolutionary Vanguard In Spain

Resolution of The International Executive Committee
Of The Fourth International, Adopted October 1946

The first part of this resolution printed in

last week's “Militant,” was a criticism of the
attitude taken by the Grupo Communista In-
ternacionalista (GCI), Spanish section of the
Fourth International, on the question of ad-
vocating a Constituent Assembly in Spain.
The second and final part, printed below,
deals with the slogan of the Republic in Spain.

—The Editors.

Concerning the slogan of the Republic, the
IEC does not find foundation in fact for the con-
tention that for the Spanish masses the term
“republic’” means and can mean nothing but the
Republic of 1931, and that their experlence under
that regime makes the use of the slogan detri-
mental. Experience in all countries and periods
shows that for the masses the term republic is
inevitably a highly varlied concept which each
class, group and individual fleshes with its own
aspirations, and that Spanish exceptionalism, in
this case as in others, is unilikely.

The IEC further characterizes as purely for-
malistic the conception that such a slogan is ap-
propriate only in case of an Immediate threat
of monarchical restoration in Spain. In any other
than a formalistiec conception, the slogan of the
Republic is as antithetical to the fascist dictator-
ship of Franco as to the Bourbon monarchy of
Juan, and it is so understood by all the Spanish
masses.

Not only does our use of the slogan of the Re-
public immediately begin to differentiate us from
those workers’ parties which, in their haste to
be rid of Franco “no matter how,” are notori-
ously known to be flirting with the monarchists
to work out some unprincipled deal; but it is at
the present stage one of the most primary and
preliminary of the democratic slogans leading
to the slogans of the Constituent Assembly and
the Workers' and Peasants’ Government,

No Misunderstanding

Short of the socialist revolution and on the road
to it, let there be no sectarian misunderstanding
concerning bourgeois democracy: we are fo every
democratic right we can wrest from and defend
from the bourgeoisie. We are in England in favor
of a republic just as we were always in France
for the abolition of the Senate. We are for free-
dom of the press, freedom of assembly, every
other liberty we can obtain. Our demands for
such liberties neither increase democratic illu-
sions nor conceal mere demagogy: even &as Wwe
struggle side by side with other workers, for the
fullest rights obtainable under bourgeois democ-
racy, we honestly explain to them that the bour-

geoisie neither will nor can accord them, and |

that even such liberties as can be wrenched from
it cannot of themselves, so long a&s capitalism en-
dures, solve the masses' problems,

If the slogan of the Republic were to be used
alone, divorced from the rest of our program,

[it would be false, implying an unconditional sup-
‘port of a bourgeofs republic. But, utilized in the
closest conjunction with our entire program, it
takes on rather the character of an algebraic
formula. The class content of that formula will
be filled in, in the final analysis, by the resultant
of our efforts and of the objective developments.
It goes without saying that we will make every
effort to push beyond the bourgeois regime, to the
end that that content be proletarian, and the
eventual republic the workers' republic.

But the possibility that those efforts may in
the immediate stage prove insufficient to bring
about the consummation cannot, unless we are
hopelessly sectarian, make us abandon the slogan
of the Republic on the grounds that the historic
process may stop half way with some more or
Iless advanced form of bourgeois republic, Trot-
sky's words of 1931 here retain all their validity
and timeliness: ‘““The more boldly. resolutely and
implacably the proletarian vanguard fights in
favor of democratic slogans . . . so much the
sooner will the democratic republic become iden-
tified in the consciousness of the masses with
the workers’ republic.”

The IEC therefore recommends to the GCI on
this point also to reconsider the decision of its
recent Congress, and to inscribe the slogan of
the Republic among the most elementary and
preliminary of its democratic demands.

Concretizing Warnings

In the application of the recommended slogans,
two concretizing warnings are useful, because —
needless and obvious though they may seem to
Marxists — centrists, ultra-lefts and opportunists
are quite capable of deforming in their own way
the principles enunciated above. First, regarding
the slogans of the Republic and the Constituent
Assembly as typical transitional weapons in

[

we in no way believe that they can in and of
themselves solve the masses' problems and bring
about socialism, And, second, there is implicit in
this entire tactic not the slightest sipport, con-
ditional or otherwise, of any provisional govern-
ment that the Spanish bourgeolsie may set up.

Considering, finally, that these two questions
are only symptoms of a tendency on the part
of the majority of the GCI to create an artificial
antithesis between on the one hand the democratic
and transitional demands and on the other the
full socialist program, and thereby to tend to
| reject the former as incompatible with the latter,
| the IEC recommends to the GCI a general re-
Iexamlnation of its policy in the light of this
criticism and the preparation of an immediate-
action program wherein by the correct and time-
'ly application of the democratic slogans, it can
endeavor to bridge the present gap which sep-
arates it from the Spanish masses. and emerge
from its cwrent comparative isolatiom.

man worker was received by
the American Committee for
European Workers Relief.

“After a fight for freedom'
which went badly in Spain, we
were brought to semi-fascist
France in the middle of the deep-
est peace, Behind barbed wire in
the concentration camp of Gers,
where hunger, miserv and want
were our constant companions,
we were kept alive only by the
knowledge that our ideas would
in time break through and that
our friends all over the world
would come to our aid. We were
never destroyed. It is true that
it is a hard road before we
achieve the victory, but the day

brutal hangmen Hitler and Mus-
solini and the dog Franco. We
always considered ourselves one
with our brothers and sisters in
the entire world and that is
why I have known you for such
a long time already, even though
I have never seen you. You too,
my friend and brother. must
have looked misery and death
and persecution in the eye, Per-
haps your face too is as ravaged
from suffering as mine and the
faces of our friends. Yes, we
know each other, my brothers
across the ocean, for in spite of
suffering, our faces show the
unshakable belief in a better fu-
ture for all working people.”
The ACEWR needs money and

| is perhaps nearer than we think. clothing to continue its work.
The day which will bring free- Make a donation today. All

dom and justice for al) toiling
masses,

“We fighters against fascism
and against oppression in Spain

checks and money orders should
be made out to ACEWR and sent
to 197 Second Avenue, New York
3, N. Y.

l

about $20 a week, the truck driv- |

ers demanded they be paid for
over-time in cash instead of in
time off.

They Insisted on le- |

gal holidays and two-weeks va- '

cation with pay, and a 44-hour
week.

BRAZEN ACTION

The government mobilized
crack regiments to, smash the
strike. This brazen action so
incensed British workers that
within a few days more than
50,000 dockworkers, bargemen,
food warehouse workers and oth-
ers joined the picket line, Strikes
and stoppages occurred in 15
other cities.

The Council met Jan. 16 and
became hopelessly deadlocked
when employers’ representatives
refused to concede to the drivers’
demands, The government then
set up a three-man Court of In-
quiry, whose recommendations
will be taken by Labor Minister

Cold Intensifies Misery,
Halts Plants In Germany

mobilizing the masses for the soclalist struggle, |

LONDON, Jan. 10 — A wave of below-zero weather @

brought misery to a pitch and industry to a virtual stand-
still in all parts of Germany this week.

The authorities
zone announce that lack of coal
has paralyzed 60 per cent of in-
dustry. Factories closed Dec, 22,
which were to reopen Jan. 4,
are still shut down. Rallroads
have only a four-day supply of
coal.

In the British zone, the situa-
tion is just as critical. Hamburg
is plunged into total darkness
every other day. Special eoal
trains sent to Hamburg have been
pillaged en route by the freezing
population.

where the government has or-
dered all plants closed until Jan.
20, Practically not a wheel has
been turning in Vienna since
Dec. 24. Lack of heating facili-

ties is felt most sharply by work- |

ers living in half-demolished
houses.
FOOD SITUATION WORSENS

The food situation is deterior-
ating steadily. While lack of coal

| impedes railway transport, the

in the US.* - e
| freezing of rivers and canals pre-

‘ vents water transport.

P

R e — —

Meanwhile, the farce of the
re-education” of Germany is
| deseribed in a series of articles
in the Manchester Guardian
Weekly by the well-known pub-
licist, Vietor Gollancz, who has
just returned after a long stay
1in Germany,

|  One aim of this “re-education”
is supposed to be the uprooting
of militaristic ideas. But every-

o | where are signs of privilege for
Most seriously hit is Austria, ' the British military.

Gollancz
says that the Germans, observ-
ing this, answer when they are
lectured on the evils of German
militarism: “But British mili-
tarism is just as bad.”

One directive on literature has
removed the following works
from libraries and bookshops:
Romain Rolland’s Mahatma
Gandhi and Tagore’s National-
ism; Fulo Miller's Mind and
Face of Bolshevism; a book by

Jack London (probably The Iron
Heel, which is directed against
American Big Business); and
Lenin's Imperialism, The rea-
son? The directive bans books
containing “propaganda against
the United Nations.”

DRASTIC DIRECTIVES

The directive controlling cur-
rent. literature is even more
drastic, says Gollancz. Under it
“a serious study of Potsdam by
a German economist or objec-
tive comparison hetween Soviet
Communism and Western Demo-

cracy . . . a novel or piay about |

the frustration of German
youth —these are a few of the
pamphlets or books the issue of
which is unthinkable.”

The ‘“denazification” proce-
dure for individuals itself smacks
of totalitarianism. An example
of the hundreds of questions that
must be answered in periodic
questionaires is: “Have you any
relatives who have held office
...in any of the (proscribed) or-
ganizations listed from 41 to 95
aboval”

3 — 14,000 dock workers of
the big port of Antwerp have
been on strike for three
weeks now, despite pressure
by employers, union bureaucrats,
reformists and Stalinists,

An organized campaign of in-
timidation and pressure against
the strikers has included visits
to individual dock workers and
attempts to demoralize their
families and to recruit scabs
from nearby villages.

But despite the pressure and
the fact that the strikers, re-
ceiving no rellef at all, are forced
to depend on their own slim

savings, not one of them has

gone back tg work,

lgnation is premature, and that
the party executive committee
has yet to act on the matter.

In Speain itself the Prieto pol«

fcy also seems to be gaining
ground among the “republican”
leaders. The last manifesto pub=
lished by the National Alliance
of Democratic Forces (the new
People’s Front) doesn't say s
word about a republic, which
formerly was its main demand.
A Boclalist Party manifesto ise
sued in Madrid also confines it~
self to the desire for the initie
ation of ‘“contacts to conclude
the political negotiations with all
forces disposed to collaborate in
the struggle against Franco.”

International Notes

The Communist Party in Para- |
guay and all communist activi-
ties were outlawed last week in
a decree by President Higinio
Morinigo two days after he had
proclaimed a 30-day state of
seige allegedly to forestall an up-
rising against the government,

» - -

Retiring Secretary of State
Byrnes signed the final “peace’
treaties with Italy, Bulgaria,
Hungary and Rumania this
week, The final signing of these
and the Finland treaty will take
place in Paris on Feb. 10. Besides

| taking territory from most of

the defeated nations and dras-
tically limiting their military
power, the treaties exact the fal-
lowing reparations from them‘
within the next seven or eight
cars:

Italy: 360 million dollars.

Hungary: 300 million.

Rumania: 300 million.

Bulgaria: 70 million,

Finland: 300 million.

This kind of "peace' treaty
was denounced and exposed by
Lenin after World War I as a
robbers’ treaty. Stalin, besmirch-
ing the most elementary .com-
munist principles, not only signs
such treaties but takes, in the
name of the Soviet Union, the |
hog's share of these crushing re-
parations.

- . v

| French officials now admxt.J

that fighting in Indo-China has

. spread all the way down to the

southern province of Cochine
China. Officials there even con=
cede publicly that the French

| have lost control of all but the

main cities in that province.

It is now recognized on all
sides also that the French face
a long and costly war. A French
Foreign Legion officer in Saigon
gloomily figured in an interview
that it would take half a million
men to subdue Indo-China, and
that France would suffer an
economic disaster if it sent that
many, The present French force
is 100,000 men, equipped mostly
with U.S. arms and supplies.

L] d »

The second issue of the mon-
thly La Jeune Garde, organ of
the French Trotskyist youth, vig-
orously condemns the French
imperialist war on Indo-China
and denounces the obligatory

| military three years' ‘“prepara-
‘tion” or training for service in

the Army.

Widespread expulsions are tak-
ing place in the Flemish sec-
tion of the Belgian Communist
Party. A whole group of stu-
dents was expelled in Ghent last
month. Many others, intluding
national and local functionaries,
have been expelled for “Trotskye
ism” at Bruges, Antwerp, elc,,
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At those crucial mo-
ments when the old order
becomes no longer endur-
able to the masses, they
break over the barriers ex-
cluding them from the po-
litical arena, sweep aside
their traditional represent-
atives and create by their
own interference the in-

regime.’’

—Leon Trotsky

End Secret Diplomacy

The House Committee on the Armed Ser-
vices announced January 14 it would make
“no start” on extending the draft beyond
March 31 and ordering universal military
training until the State Department reveals
the present state of foreign relations, includ-
ing information about ‘“what, definitely, are
our commitments,” and “what are the pros-
pects for success of the various disarmament
proposals.”

The Committee’s request underlines the ut-
terly reactionary role of secret diplomacy.
Congress does not know what the United
States government has been committed to.
It does not know who committed the govern-
ment. It does not know to whom the govern-
ment has been committed.

Yet on the basis of this ignorance, Congress
is preparing to vote on a budget that demands
some $15,000,000,000 for military expenditures
for the coming fiscal year alone!

The American people, of course, know still
less than Congress does about the secret com-
mitments Wall Street's agents have made. That
is the purpose of secret diplomacy—to keep
the pecple in ignorance of the rotten deals
and imperialist plans that are paving the way
to another world slaughter.

The labor movement should put the heat on
Congress. End the draft! Block militariza-
tion of American youth! Not one cent for
the war machine! That is the correct re-
sponse to secret diplomacy.

The Ranks Must Act

Instead of attacking Truman's proposals for
anti-labor legislation, both the AFL and CIO
leaders have given clear indications that they
are considering these proposals as a basis for
a “compromise” on union-busting laws.

The Big Business press and the Republican
Jeaders in Congress generally voiced approval
of Truman’s program. They understood lts
real essence, Their only criticism was that
it didn’t go “far enough.”

Under the guise of attacking jurisdictional
and sympathy strikes, Truman proposed to
incorporate into law the principles of com-
pulsory arbitration, the right of employers to
sue unions for strike “damages” and restric-
tion s on the right to strike. These principles
are the heart of the Republican anti-union
legislative program.

AFL President William Green had not a
word of condemnation against Truman’s pro-
posals. His statement was one of general
praise for Truman’s “objectives.” He prom-
ised to give “careful and sympathetic consid-
eration” to Truman's specific recommenda-
tions for restricting unions. He withheld a
definite opinion pending “further study.”

But Green did indlcate he is prepared to
accept Truman'’s proposals for anti-labor laws.
It all depends, said Green, on ‘“whether the
lawmakers will reject the constructive rec-
ommendations and limit their actions to the
passage of restrictive legislation.” Just give
labor the few crumbs of social legislation Tru-
man included in his speech as window-dress-
ing, and Green won't object to legislative
shackles on the unions.

Scarcely different, was the response of the
CIO leaders. CIO President Philip Murray
has not seen fit to pass opinion on Truman’s
proposals. The CIO News, in reporting Tru-
man's speech, played up all the liberal phrases
that covered up the reactionary content. On
his anti-labor recommendations, the CIO News
devotes exactly one paragraph, without com-
ment, telling how Truman “limited” himself
to a few specific proposals.

The union leaders’ game is clear. They are
afraid of a militant fight of the labor move-
ment against the anti-labor laws. They are
seeking a “compromise” that will enable them
to avoid a fight. All they want is an “honor-
able” basis of capitulation. Truman has giv-
en it to them, they think, in the form of his
proposals for “mild” anti-labor laws.

There is an added element of treachery in
the union leaders’ position. The truth is, they
are not unsympathetic to restrictions on the
right to strike. Many of them are bitterly
opposed to militant unionism. Some would
welcome legislation that would help them curb
the militancy of the rank and file.

A real fight against anti-labor laws will be
made only if the union ranks themselves in-
itiate the fight and push It forward. A be-
ginning along this line has already been made
in several key cities. The unions in Roch-

itial groundwork for a new .

ester last week set up a joint AFL-CIO-Ralil-
road Brotherhoods committee to mobilize all
unions against the Congressional drive to crush
labor. Leaders of the Chicago CIO, AFL and
Railroad Brotherhoods are meeting to formu-
late joint action. In Minneapolis and St. Paul,
the Twin Cities Committee for Rallroad Unity
has invited the local AFL and CIO to form
a joint body to resist union-busting legisla-
tion.

Against the top union leaders’ plans for
capitulation, the union ranks must press for
militant united labor action. The workers
must demand uncompromising struggle against
any and all anti-labor bills. No deals! No
retreat!

Warning In Georgia

“Coup d'etat” is a French political term of
sinister meaning. Webster's defines it as “a
sudden decisive exercise of force whereby the
existing gavernment is subverted.” Napoleon
III pulled a coup d’etat in 1852 to become Em-
peror of France. Mussolini gained power
through a coup d’etat when he marched on
Rome to become Premier in 1922. Hitler like-
wise took the road of the coup d'etat after
he became Chancellor of Germany in 1933.

Now this political term is becoming Amer-
icanized. In Georgla former Governor Ellis
Arnall charged he was ousted by a “military
coup d’etat.”

The “pretender” to the Governor’s chalir, as
Arnall calls him, Is Herman Talmadge, son
and heir of Eugene Talmadge. Talmadge
the First died before he could take office, af-
ter winning in a primary that weighted the
rural vote against the cities to preserve the
minority rule of Georgla's white suprema-
cists. In the subsequent election less than
700 write-in ballots were cast for Herman
Talmadge. On the basis of these few bal-
lots, Talmadge the Second claims he repre-
sents the people of Georgia.

The Georgia usurpation of power has many
of the elements of a coup d'etat. A docile
legislature supported the claims of the pre-
tender by a vote of 161 to 87. The pretender

followed up with the use of force and violence .

agalnst the incumbent Governor. He had the
locks changed on the Governor's office in the
dead of night and State patrolmen, acting the
part of storm-troopers, barred Governor Ar-
nall. The so-called “liberal” forces represént-
ed by Arnall meekly acquiesced and moved
out, leaving Talmadge in power.

How this dispute finally turns out remains
to be seen. At present the elected Lieuten-
ant Governor, M. E. Thompson, claims office,
since he would have succeeded to the Gov-
ernor's chair had Talmadge the First died in
office; and the dispute has been laid before
the judges of Georgia’s courts.

The American workers must consider the
Georgia developments as another important
link in a series of ominous events. The Ku
Klux Klan openly backs Talmadge. So does
the fascist outfit, the Columbians, which was
recently uncovered in Georgia. The Colum-
bians, advocating the same race-hatred doc-
trines as the Talmadge forces, deliberately
patterned their drive for power on the lines
followed by Hitler.

Along with these alarming manifestations
in a single state Is the increasing influence
of the reactionary military caste over the en-
tire nation. Already a brass hat has been
made Secretary of State, the second highest
office in the lamnd.

These happenings coincide with the brutal
legislative assault against labor unleashed by
Wall Street in the halls of Congress.

Such storm signals show the mounting
strength of reaction in the United States. Un-
less the march of reaction is halted, what
happened in Atlanta, Georgia, can happen in
Washington, D. C.

If the labor movement wants to avoid go-
ing down under the heel of an American dic-
tator, it must vigorously set about organiz-
ing an independent Labor Party and put a
Workers' and Farmers’ Government in power
in Washington.

“Sanctity’”’ Of Courts

When a federal judge slapped an illegal
injunction on the miners and then fined them
$3,500,000 for ‘‘contempt” of his illegal de-
cision, the mouthpieces of the employers
praised the judge to high heaven.

The miners had defied the “sanctity” of
the courts, they declared. The federal courts
are the “bulwark of free government,” irre-
proachable in their wisdom and judgment.
Anybody, especially a union leader, who
showed contempt for a federal judge, should
be locked up and the key thrown away.

Then, along came the court decisions on
portal-to-portal pay. A federal district judge,
basing himself on Supreme Court interpreta-
tions of the Fair Labor Standards Act, ruled
in favor of portal-to-portal pay in the case
of the Mt. Clemens (Mich.) Pottery Company.
This has established the basis for suits against
many big corporations.

Now spokesmen of the National Association
of Manufacturers are howling about the *“‘ju-
dicial law making” of the Supreme Court and
lower federal courts. When it comes to jus-
tice for workingmen, to paying him the back
wages due under law, the NAM spokesmen
before the Senate Judiclary subcommittee last
week found that the decisions of the courts,
including the Supreme Court, are founded on
“an unrealistic judicial conception.”

It was all right for a federal judge to make
his own law, act as prosecutor, judge and jury,
and fine the miners milllons of dollars. It's
another thing for a court to force the em-
ployers to pay up according to laws passed by
Congress. That's “judicial law making!”

Judge Goldsborough who handed down the
miners decision is hailed as a savior of so-
clety. Judge Picard who handed down the
Mt. Clemens ruling, is now being threatened
with impeachment by anti-labor Senators.

Yes, indeed! Big Business is always ready
to uphold the “sanctity” of the courts—ex-
cept in those rare instances when the courts
render a decision favorable to labor.

. .—A-.,w\&w:r:l-,:
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“Oh dear —if the workers take over France
where will I buy my perfume?”

THE NATURAL HISTORY | this section is more intelligent | AMERICAN MEDICINE MO-
OF NONSENSE by Bergen |

Evans, Alfred A, Knopf, 275

pp., 19486, $3.

All the old-wives’ tales and
popular misbeliefs are taken
apart in this delightful and wit-
ty book. Marxists, who search
for truth in all fields and at all
costs, will find it valuable.

Mr. Evans explodes hundreds
of common errors from trivial
misconceptions like those about
birds' family life and snake-
charming to the most danger-
ous myths like fthose of racial
superiority. He examines facts,
explores authorities, and with
unanswerable demonstration, un-
covers truth,

The origins of many of these
myths are given. Careful exam-
ination of evidence and histor-
Ical data shows that even the
Encyclopedia Brittanica is not
sacred or infallible. Also the rea-
sons why many people like to
believe certain fallacies are shown
. . . Some like to point a moral
by comparing human customs
with bird or animal life, often
at the expense of the human

race. But, alas! without sci-
entific observation, and with
faulty reasoning.

The myth of racial inferiority
{s used to justify the oppression
and exploitation of men. The
author tells of the Army tests
which were given to determine
the differences in mentality be-
tween Negroes and whites, “What
the Army tests seem really to
establish is not that this race is
more intelligent than that, or that

than that, but that poverty is
reflected In the intelligence quo-
tient of a whole people. The
correlation established is not be-
tween pigmentation and intelli-
gence, but between diet, educa-
tional facilities, housing, and the
general economic situation, and
intelligence.”

Appalled at the ignorance and
prejudice of people with whom !
he came into contact in all walks
of life, the well-educated as much
as the uninformed, Mr. Evans
set out to disprove legend and
put truth in its place. “No er-
ror is harmless , . . Obscurant-
ism and tyranny go together ... |
It is very convenient for any-
one who profits by the docility
of the masses to have them be-
lieve that they are not the mas-
ters of their fate and that the
evils they must endure are be-
yond human control . . . The
mist of mysticism has always
provided good cover for those
who do not want their actions
too closely looked into.”

An error Mr. Evans himself
makes is in quoting from Pear-
son’s Studies in Murder. The
facts in the Sacco-Vanzetti Case

disprove conclusively the conten-
tion that “there Is no ‘well-es-
tablished and undisputed instance
of the execution of the death
penalty on an innocent person’
in England or America during
the past fifty or one hundred

years."
—Ethel Preis

BILIZES by James Rorty,
W. W. Norton, 358 pp., 1939,
$3.50.

Rorty hoped, when he wrote
this book eight years ago, that
the “mobilization” of liberal doc-
tors would force the American
Medical Assoclation to change
its reactionary character, Al-
though time has proved that the
title was wrong, the bhook is
nacked with valuable informa-
tion on the need for more clin-
.cs, more hospitals, and govern-
ment financing to make them
available to the workers and
farmers from coast to coast,

Out of 3,000 counties in the
United States, he shows, 2,500
are rural. Less than 50 of these
rural counties have facilities “in
any sense adequate.” Condi-
tions in the cities are only slight-
Iy better. The result is needless
sickness and suffering, and
hundreds of thousands of pre-
mature deaths.

Rorty points to the American
Medical Association as the main
barrier to wider medical care.
He exposes its monopolistic prac-
tices, its connections with drug
manufacturers and food corpo-
rations, its control of “philan-
thropic” ventures like the Mil-
bank Fund for medical research.
The AMA is Rorty’s villain—and
villainous it certainly is! How-
ever, his evidence also shows that
the profit system is the main
villain which motivates all who
bar the road to better health
and longer life for the masses.

—Ruth Benson

Congressmen At Work

Lobbyists On Union Pay Rolls

As we reported last week, Big
Business supplements its mono-
poly of Congress with a powerful
group of lobbyists well-supplied
with “expense’” money besides
salaries as high as $65,000 a year.

Labor does not have a single
man in either the Senate or the
House of Representatives, Nev-
ertheless, the trade union bu-
reaucrats have been forced to re-
cognize the necessity of at least
token political representation in
Washington. This is shown by
the fact that both AFL and CIO
unions pay lobbyists to compete
with the well-heeled Wall Street
lobbyists and to tag after Wall

Street's Congressmen, hat in |,1c expenses.

hand, begging for favors.

The CIO United Automobile
Workers, for instance, lists
as lobbyists, Anna Berenson
(“$70 weekly plus personal and
travel expenses'); Richard T.
Leonard ($269.24 biweekly plus
personal and travel expenses” —
does other work besides lobby-
ing); and Irving Richter (“$80
weekly” plus expenses for lobby-
ing and other work).

Like the Auto Workers, most
other unions pay their represen-
tatives at rates which make it
difficult to see how they can
successfully counter the influ-
ence of the Big Business lobby-
ists. And like the lobbyists of
the Auto Workers, most union
representatives in Washington
devote only part of thelr time to
“legislative” activities.

The CIO United Steel Work-
ers lists three lobbyists. Robert
K. Lamb at $8,000 a year and
expenses; Edith C. Pratt, $3,240
a year and expenses; and Frank
C. Fernbach, $341.67 a month
and $10 per diem expenses to
work for “the passage of a bill
to establish a Labor Extension
Service Division in the United
States Department of Labor.”

The AFL United Mine Workers

|

!

|

~
S

at $7,280 a year and W. C. Hush-
ing at $140 a2 week. The CIO pays
Nathan E. Cowan $4,820 a year |

Stalinist-dominated unions'
maintain an extensive lobby.
The CIO Mine, Mill and Smelter
Workers pays Virgil Akeson $265
a month, and Herman Clott $3,- |
900 a year. CIO United Electri-
cal, Radio and Machine Work-
ers pays Bruce Waybur $80 a
week and expenses, Ruth Roem-
er $70 plus expenses, and Russ
Nixon $80 a week plus expenses.
The CIO longshoremen Kkeeps
Harriet Bouslog at $84 a week
($28 of it for lobbying) plus ex- |
penses. The CIO United Office
and Professional Workers lists
Diana Farnham at $55 a week
plus $3 per diem away from home
plus expenses. The CIO Marl-
time Committee lists $50 quar-
terly of Hoyt S. Haddock's sal-
ary for lobbying and $10.50 week-
Iy of the $105 paid Seth Levine.
The CIO United Public Workers
estimates one-fourth of Donald |
Murray's $4,000 salary goes lor|
lobbying. The CIO Internation-
al Federation of Technical Engi-
neers states that part of Foster
J. Pratt's $600 a month goes to-
ward lobbying. The CIO Food,
Tobacco, Agricultural Workers
pays Elizabeth Sasuly $3,600 for |
legislative activities. The CIO
American Communications Asso- |

pays James Mark, Jr., $7,000 a | ciation lists Geraldine Shandros
year plus expenses and Robert as a part-time lobbyist at $43 a

E. Howe, Jr,, $7.,500 a year plus
expenses.
The AFL lists Lewis G. Hines

week plus expenses.
Other labor bodies that en-
gage In lobbying are District No.

44 and District No. 66 of the
International Association of Ma-
chinists, the National Women'’s
Trade Union League, the Retire-
ment Federation of Civil Ser-
vice Employes, the CIO Textile
Workers Unpion, the National
Federation of Post Office Clerks,
the National Association of Post
Office Mechanics, CIO United
Rubber Workers (T. R. Owens,
$3.640 a year plus expenses), CIO
Amalgamated Clothing Workers,
Government Employes Council
of the AFL, Hotel and Restaur-
ant Employes, CIO Qil Workers,
American Federation of Gov-
ernment Employes, National Fed-
eration of Telephone Workers,

The Railroad Brotherhoods list
eight officers as lobbyists with
salaries ranging from $4,836 to
$12,180.

The Townsend Old Age Pen-
sion movement maintains 31 lob-
byists. The National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People has Leslie S. Perry at
$3,600 plus expenses and the
National Council for a Perman-
ent FEPC pays Manly A. Milo
$75 a week.

Without a single labor repre-
sentative inside Congress, these
lobbyists have demonstrated lit-
tie effectiveness in securing leg-
islation favorable to the labor
movement. Even more serious
i1s the Inability of the union
membership to check up on
thelr activities since a lobbyist
works behind the scenes instead
of in the public spotlight as does
a Congressman,

The salaries of the lobbyists
come out of the union treasur-
jes. The most important cap-
italist politiclans, on the other
hand, are maintained on the
public pay roll through taxes
largely taken from the workers.

It is high time the unions
went a step farther in politics
than lobbying. If a union needs
a lobby to put pressure on Con-
gress from the outside, how
much more does it need repre-
sentatives inside Congress to bat-
tle for labor!

Food Company Heads
Gloomy About Future

By John G. Wright

The food industry is confronted with a return to
“normalcy;” a readjustment is taking place from
a “sellers’ to buyers' market;” this “readjustment”
is bound to be a painful one, but not ‘“necessarily
calamitous;"” there will be a “moderate downward
trend.” This was the keynote of the publicity ma-
terial prepared for the Jan, 13 Journal of Come
merce by the “best minds” in the food industry
whose processors, brokers and grocery wholesalers
were preparing to hold their annual conventions in
Atlantic City this week.

The most optimistic of these food executives, ex=
perts and analysts do not bother to hide the fact that
there is alarm in their own ranks. A race is on
to slash the admittedly huge inventories. The pack-

. ers have resorted to an unprecedented device, namely,

they have in many cases rushed with the processing
and deliveries of an entire year's crop. The trend
among the distributors is not only to cut inventor=-
ies but to cancel many of their contracts because
there has been a filling up, if not clogging, of virtu=
ally all the distribution channels,

PRICE STRUCTURE TOTTERING

The price structure of the entire industry is now
tottering. Prices in citrus julces have already tum-
bled. The situation in dairy products, after a series
of sharp breaks in the price of butter, is verging on
critical. The frozen foods branch, whose prospects
were deemed quite rosy only a short while ago, is
in the throes of a "shake-out." Operators in those
branches of the food industry which remain as yet
unaffected are asking themselves “why can't it
also happen to us?" and they are obviously pre-
paring to unload while there is still time.

In the face of these ominous developments, Wm.
7. Stewart, regional director of the National Food
Brokers’' Association, laments the “bearishness” pre=
valent among his colleagues and pleads that “‘we
smother this temporary panic, stop this breaking
your own markets."

The best argument this expert is able to muster
is not drawn from economic facts but from psy-
chology. There cannot possibly be a depression, he
claims, precisely because everybody is expecting it.
“Depressions usually come,” he argues, “when you
least expect them, not when everyone {s looking for
them.” The inabililty of the capitalists to foreses
crises in the past is now being offered as the best
cuarantee against another crisis.

The dominant mood among these captains of in-
dustry is perhaps best expressed by R. B. Caywood,
“a prominent wholesale grocery industry leader”
from Kansas City., He takes his place boldly among
the most optimistic, with the proviso that his opti«
mism is purely “near-term.” “The long range out=
look,” he writes, “is black indeed,” and he then
goes on to add that "it would be an optimist, in-
deed, who couldn’t see serious trouble eventually.”

The “best minds" in the food industry are now
chviously suffering from an acute attack of the jit-
ters, Far from being temporary this condition is
likely to prove chronic.

Some Doubts On The
Army-Navy “Merger”

By George Breitman

While the press was ringing with praise for the
new Army-Navy-Air Force “unification” plan last
week and hailing it as a move that would save
money and personnel and increase efficiency, I could
not help feeling just a twinge of skepticism.

Man and boy, I have seen some remarkable things
in my time. But the most amazing operation I
have ever witnessed on land, sea or in the air is
an Army “unification™ or "consolidation.”

Everyone else who spent some time in the armed
forces must have had some experience with sime-
ilar moves in the interests of greater 'economy.”
To illustrate what happens in such cases, I cite
one example from a letter to the editor in the Jan,
30, 1946 issue of The Stars and Stripes (European
edition), long after hostilities had ceased and the
Army could no longer fall back on its time-worn
excuse that such things can't be avoided in wartime,
It is a letter from a lieutenant in the Transporta-
tion Corps in France:

“Recently Seine and Oise Base Sections (of the
Army) merged to form Western Base Section. OS§=
tensibly this was a move designed to reduce per=
sonnel. I am not familiar with the procedure fol=
lowed in other services, but if the Transportation
Section is an example, there certainly wasn't any
noticeable economy effected.

“Before the merger, Seine Section Transportation
Office handled Paris and surrounding area; Oise
took care of Reims and the surrounding area. Under
the new setup there is a Paris District Transporta-
tion Office and a Reims District Transportation
Office for these duties. In addition there {s a West-
ern Base Office to supervise the other two offices.

“Where originally two offices existed, we now have
three. Each office has its transportation officer,
chief of administration, personnel officer, chief of
passenger, chief of freight, etc., ad nauseam, West«
ern Base Transportation Office could easily handle
the transportation duties of Paris, but too many of-
ficers would be out of jobs and the empire wouldn't
be half as grand as it is now.”

That, in many ways, is how the highly-touted
Army-Navy unification plan will work out in prac=
tice. Where before there were two Secretaries (War
and Navy), there are now four (War, Navy, Air
Force and over them all a Secretary of National
Defense). Where before there were two depart=
ments, there are now three (War, Navy, Air Force),
And so on, down the line. Where formerly the
Army at every level had one officer for liaison with
the Navy, it will now need an additional officer for
liaison with the Air Force. And so will the Navy,
etc., etc. Even the most cautious ex-servicemen
will give you odds that in the end the armed forces
will cost more and be wrapped in more red tape
than before.

Incidentally,

the Transportation Corps lieuten=

ant who wrote the above letter was roundly repri=
manded by his senior officer and transferred to the
dirtiest job in the section.
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"Safety-Conscious"
After Death!

Editor:

In the recent cold spell huge
icicles formed on the roof of
the factory where I work. We
noticed them, and several work-
ers commented that something
had better be done about them.

For three days the company
did nothing about this danger-
ous hazard. On the third day a
young millwright was repairing
the sidewalk under these icicles
and was hit by one. His skull
was crushed and he was killed
instantly., He had been work- .
ing at the plant for six days
when he was killed.

Right after this terrible ac-
cident the company started a |
big campaign to clean off the
remaining icicles. As one of
the workers commented later,
“These rats get safety-conscious
at the expense of our lives.” |

Subscriber |
Chicago, Ill,

Scores Imperialism
In Indo-China

Editor:

Michael Bartell, Chicago can- |
didste for Mayor and organizer
of the Socialist Workers Party,
sent the following letter to the
Consulate of France in Chicago:

“The Socialist Workers Party
¥igorously condemns the cam-
paign of the French government
to. crush the movement of the
peeple of Indo-China for inde-
péndence.

“Under Viet Nam the Indo-
Chinese are waging an heroic
struggle for self determination
and independence.

“French imperialism is con-
ducting a full scale war with all
the horrors of tanks, flame-
throwers, and planes against the
people of Indo-China.

Youth Activities

AKRON, - Socialist Youth
Clyb meets Sunday afternoon, 2
p.m. Followed by refreshments,
dancing. 8 South Howard St.
2nd floor.

CHICAGO. — Youth meeting
¥ridays at 8 p.m. Discussion on
pamphlet Socialism On Trial
Games and refreshments. 77T W,
fdams, 2nd floor.

LOS ANGELES. — Socialist
Youth Club meets every Tues-
day, 8 pm, at SWP headquart-
ers, 31614 W. Pico Blvd, Educa-
tionals after every meeting. Re-
freshments served.

NEW YORK, — For informa-
tion on the Trotskyist Youth
Group senc name and address
to 116 University Place, N. Y. 3,

Open Forum: Every Friday
8 p.m., at Academy Hall, 853
Broadway (near 14 St.) Dan-
cing, refreshments.

Saturday Nite House Parties:
gall GR 5-8149 for information.

PHILADELPHIA.—For infor-
Wation call ST. 4-5820, from

noon to 6 p.m.

“This war being waged against
a colonial people struggling for
freedom exposes all the hollow
pretense of the Four Freedoms.

“The fact that this war of op-
pression is being conducted by
a government headed by Leon
Blum and others masquerading
as Socialists doubly betrays the
colonial people and workers of
all lands. These” so-called So-
cialists, supported by {he Stalin-
ist leaders, are carrying out the
dictates of French imperialism.

“Oppression of the masses of
any country is the concern of
workers everywhere. American
labor eannot remain indifferent
to this attempt to re-enslave the
Indo-Chinese people.

“The Socialist Workers Party
expresses its full solidarity with
the Indo-Chinese fighters for
freedom. We condemn all at-
tempts of Imperialism to reas-
sert its rule.”

H. P.
Chlicago, Il

For Government Aid
To Worthy Causes

Editor:
An editorial in a capitalist
newspaper hit my eve and

prompted this letter.

The Good Fellows Drive is &
local affair. An annual Christ-
mas charitable institution that
drains from the workers' pockets
nickels and dimes. This Christ-
mas it fell short of its antici-
pated fund drive. Newspapers
immediately came to its rescue
with the following editorial:

The Good Fellows Drive lacks
$60,000 from making lts quota.
There will be many children who
will go wilthout, whereas if every-
one would have done his part
as & loyal citizen, more child-
ren could have a happy Christ-
mas."”

Although the government fav-
ors and morally supports these
institutions, do they give aid?
They  dontent themselves by
spending billions for actual de-
struction of life rather than as-
sist in elevating these appalling
conditions.

Why doesn't the government
appropriate the necessary money
to finance these following Insti-
tutions? 1. Red Cross, 2. March
of Dimes, 3. Community Chest
Fund, 4, T. B. Christmas Seal
Drive. 5. Cancer Drive, 6. Good
Fellows Christmas Drive, etc.

No matter where one turns,
some money-3oliciting enterprise
stares him in the face. It is
obvious that capitalism is not
interested in spending money for
such needy causes but will spend
billions for the production of

the atomic bomb, a standing
army in preparation for World
War III, etc.

There is but one system that
can and will pull the financing
|of worthy spending from the
streets and appropriate the ne-
cessary funds from the Workers
and Farmers Government. That
system {8 socialism.

R. R,
Detroit

Scarce Jobs A Sign
' Of Coming Depression

$5,811.57 or 29 per cent.

“We expect to get quite a bit more,"” wrote Dick
Clarke when he enclosed the mouney that put St
Louis over its quola. That promise was made good
a few days later with the arrival of another pay-
ment boosting St. Louis to thé head of the list.

‘ Editor:

As a sign of the approaching
fif it isn’t already here) de-
pression, the stores in this com-
munity found it unnecessary to
call upon the USES for even one

| additional employe for the

| Christmas rush.

i And as proof of the correct-
nest of their lack of confidence
in any buyers' spree. we noted
that sales volume appeared to
remain at the level of the pre-
Christmas season.

I had an interesting discussion
with the interviewer when look-
ing for a job at the USES. In
addition to pointing out to me
that employers had failed to put
(in for extra Christmas help, he
showed that no part time jobs
have been available for almost

| & year now. ‘That all jobs were
scarce and the prospects were
steadily growing worse.

For my own part, I note the
steadily Increasing lines in front
of the building, and also note a
very high preponderance of Ne-
groes and Mexicans. They are

last to be hired and the first to
be fired. Especially since the
| defeat of the FEPC bill here,
| employers are becoming bolder
in this policy.

Al Lynn
San Pedro, Cal,

Gen. Marshall and

.
' Army Jim Crow
Editor:

I was glad to see that you
quickly showed where General
. Marshall stood on the trade un
ion movement when you quoted
him as saying the railroad work
ers' threat to strike in 1943 was
"the damnedest crime ever com-
mitted against America.”

But where does he stand on
Negroes and their fight for demo-
cracy? In this week’s Pittsburgh
Courier its executive editor, P, L.
Prattis, tells a story of how as
a lieutenant-colonel Marshall
| once sided with two Negro sold-
jers at Fort Benning when some
crackers tried to get them re-
moved from training there. Did
Marshall really have & different
position than the olher officers?
H. L.
N. Y.

Harlem,
{ Editors” Note: On the contrary,
Marshall as chief of staff dur-
ing the war was the man respon-
sible  for implementiny and
strengthening the Jim Crow re-
strictions which dogged Negro
1.\-01(11'"5 Jrom the day of indue-
tion to the day of discharge,

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers
At these Local Activities of

The Socialist Workers Party

AKRON—2nd floor, 8 S. How-
ard St. Open daily except Sun-
day, 2 to 4 p.m.

Saturdays: Current Events
Discussion, 8 p.m. followed by
social. Admission free, |

Sundays, 7 p.m. Public
Speaking class.

BALTIMORE—For Information |
write Box 415, Baltimore 3,
Md. Monthly forums.

BAYONNE—62 W. 23rd St. Open
house 2n¢ and 4th Saturdays.

BOSTON 30 Stuart St. Open|
Saturdays 1 pm. to 5 p.m.; |
Wednesdays and Fridays, 7:30
to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO Militany Forum,
629 Main St., 2nd floor. Phone
MAdison 3960. Open every
afternoon except Sunday.

Open house and current
events discussion every Satur-
day. 8:30 p.m. Admission {ree

CHICAGO—"177 W. Adams (cor-
ner Halsted), Open 11 am. to
5 p.m. daily, except Sunday. |
Tel. Dearborn 4767. Libyary,

iookstore.

JEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday. 8:30 p.m. at|
Peck's Hall, 1446 E. 82nd St. |

ff Wade Park Ave.).

ROIT—6108 Linwood Ave.,

phone TY. 7-6267. Open Mon-

gy through Saturday, 12 to

% pm. Current events forum

and open house, Saturday from |

8 pm.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St., Flint
3, Mich. Open Monday through
Friday, 5§ to 9 p.m.

LOS ANGELES—Militant Pub-
lishing Assn., 316'2 W. Pico
Blvd. Open daily, 12 noon to |
5 p.m. Phone Richmond 4644. |

Friday, 8 pm. — Militant
Workers Forum, 466 E. Vernon.
SAN PEDRO, Militant Publish-
ing Assn., 1008 S. Paclific.
Room 214.
MILWAUKEE — Militant Book-
shop, 608 S. 5 St., open 7:30
to 9:30 p.m.
MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th
St., open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
except Sunday. Tel, Main 7781
Library, bookstore.
Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.
NEW HAVEN—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open
Mon., 7:30-9:15 p.m.
Fridays, 8:15 p.m.; Ist and
3rd each month, open forum.
2nd and 4th, round table dis-
cussion.
NEWARK—423 Springfield Ave.

Phone Blgelow 3-2574. Library |

and reading room open week
nights, 7-10 p.m.
Friday night forum, 8:30,

VEW YORK—CITY HG., 116
University Place. GR 5-8149

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St.
Rm. 23. MO. 2-1866
. Every Thursday Open Dis-
cussion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave.
st floor, phone TT 2-0101.

Reading room open Mon. to
Pri.,, 7 to 10 p.m,

Current events discussion,
Fridays at 8.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton Bt.,
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St..
phone CH 2-9434.

\KLAND. Cal.--Meetings Wed-
nesday, Odd Fellows Temple,
410 - 11th St. For information
write to P.O. Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W.
Girard Ave., 2nd floor. Open

| daily. Friday forum, 8 pm.
Phone Stevenson 5820.

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave.,
2nd floor Round table discus-
sfons, 2nd and 4th Sundays
each month. 3:30. Phone: Court
6060.

PORTLAND, Ore. — Write to
Socialist Workers Party, c/o C.
M. Hesser, P.O. Box 3711.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 623
Sixth Ave., open 7 to 9 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

SAN FRANCISCO — School of
Social Science, 305 Grant Ave,,
cor. of Grant and Sutter, 4th
floor open from 12 noon to
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun-
day. Phone EXbrook 1926.

SEATTLE—1919'2 Second Ave.
Open Monday through Satur-

| days, noon to 6 p.m, Tel. SE-

0543 Library, bookstore.

Friday forum--8 p.m.

ST. LOUIS — 1023 N. Grant
Blvd.,, Room 312, open Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, 7:30
to 9 p.m. Forums Thursday,
8:30 p.m, Phone Jefferson
3642,

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St
Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137
Open dally 2:30-9:30.

TACOMA, Wash, Meetings
every Wednesday, 8 p.m,, at
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw-
cett. Discussions on current
topics. For information, write
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—108 Summit St., To-
ledo 4, O. Open dsaily, Phone
MAin 8919.

YOUNGSTOWN — 35 'South
Ave., Youngstown 3, O. Open
12-5 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. Phone 3-1355,

steel, coal and

success,”

quota.”

. - -

to 73 per cent of its $500 quota,

is starting to come in now and we
hope very soon Lo ealch up.

“Total branch pledges add up
to $1,602 as follows: Central
$450; Westside $427; Eastside
$350; Scuthside $200: San Pedro
$175. The Westside branch de-
serves special recognition for its
effort. Although the youngest
branch in our area, it has taken
the next to the biggest quota and
| has paid In - the most on its
pledge.”

From the Mid-West, Cleveland
sends in a second payment on its
$300 quota of $54 wilh the hope-
ful comment from Mary Glad-
stone Lthat “this takes us a little
further from the cellar.” Akron

encloses a check for $32 with an |

explanation by Doris Hilson of
its comparatively low position
on the scoreboard. “Many of the
comrades have been working
short weeks; this accounts for
the meagerness of our donations
to date. This condition should
not last long however,"

Flint, San Francisco, and San
Diego came through with pay-
ments as usual last week.

-

“Most of the comrades here
have made pledges on the fund,”
says Irene Lecompie of Phila-
delphia., “They are trying wher-
ever possible to seccure at least
part of thefr obligation from our
svmpathizers, Thus far $22 has
been collected from this source.”

- -

We journeyed to Pittsburgh on Jan. 12 as a
substitute speaker for Farrell Dobbs to help launch
the SWP fund campaign in that city. The most
impressive feature of this meeting was the spirit-
ed discussion by the audience on the problems
of the American working class which
the speaker's exposition of the Soclalist Workers
Party program, Representative members of the
meat packers unions took the
floor and related their personal experiences in
the mines, mills and shops to verify the need for
militant action to improve conditions.

“I don’t have to tell you, since you saw it with
your own eyes, that the Pittsburgh Headquarters
House-Warming last Sunday was a real political
writes Eloise Gordon. “As a result of
the meeting we immediately added two recruits
to the party and have drawn a number of friends
closer who should be willing participants in mak-
ing our headquarters a real workers' center. En-
closed is $41 collected at the meeting which should
bring Pittsburgh to the halfway mark on its $150

Boston has been moving slong at a fast clip.
This branch followed up a hundred dollar pay-
ment the week before with a check for $92 last
week, reaching 82 per cent of its $400 quota.
Youngstown, its closest competitor, mailed in a
money orvder for $81 which brings Lthe steel city

Together with the sizeable sum of $135 towards
the Minneapeolis quota, Grace Carison sends along
these reassuring remarks about the Twin Cities.
“Chester Johnson asked me to tell you that the
collection of funds is coming along very well in
the Minneapolis Branch. Present indications are
that we will go over the quota. And St. Paul is
facing the same happy possibility!"”

“Attached is a check for $175 to be applied on

our National Fund quota,” writes Fund Director
Julie Miller of the Los Angeles section. “Money

 SCOREBOARD

By William F. Warde

National Fund Campaign Director
The 100 Per Cent Club received a new member when St. Louis joined Buffalo in
the top circle of contributors to the $20,000 Emergency Fund Campaign for the So-
cialist Workers Party. Last week’s returns came to $799.12, bringing the total up to

followed

St. Louis Joins Buffalo By Reaching 1002
In $20,000 National SWP Fund Campaign

Regularity in sub - getting is
rapidly increasing Militant cir-

|

culation in the Philadelphia area.
Pauline Ryder, Literature Agent,
reports the work being done by
the comrades of that branch:
“These 23 subs are the result of
consistent work by the comrades.
Six of them are renewals Com-
rade Newell got from his shop.

|Four were gotten by Comrade
Irene, who is our steadiest work-

er on visiting people whose subs
have expired. Comrade Polen,
who is also a steady worker for
Militant subs, is canvassing a
small veterans’ housing project,
on his own initiative, with ex-
cellent results, Comrades Gar-
ber, Stone, Blake, Vernon, Cut-
ler, all helped make this a good
beginning for 1947.” =
. - .

Supper - hour sub - getting
| proves successful for the Buffalo
Branch, according to informa-
tion received from Libby Jones.
"Last Wednesday evening we had
a mobilization of our Literature
Committee,” she writes, “which
includes 15 comrades. Twelve
turned out. We got 8 renewals.

BRANCH QUOTA PAID PER CENT
St Lowss 50 61.00 122
Buffalo 700 700.00 100
Boston 400 328.00 82
Youngstown 500 367.00 T3
Pittsburgh 150 78.00 52
Minneapolis 670 335.00 50
Milwaukee 200 97.00 48
San Francisco 1,250 482.00 38
San Diego 100 33.82 34
Newark 300 100.00 33
Rochester 75 25.00 33
St. Paul 330 100.00 30
Reading 150 43.00 29
Chicago Youth 25 7.00 28
Flint 200 56.50 28
New York Local 6,000 1,686.18 28
Toiedo 300 85.00 28
Cleveland 300 77.00 26
Philadelphia 500 132.70 26
Detroit 1,000 223.00 22
Los Angeles Local 1,500 302.00 20
Philadelphia Youth 25 5.00 19
Akron 400 75.00 19
Chicago Local 1,500 270.37 18
Oakland 250 30.00 12
Seattle 800 75.00 9
General 1,725 37.00 2
Akron Youth 10 0 0
Allentown-Bethlehem 75 0 0
Baltimore 20 0 0
Bayonne 25 0 0
Connecticut State 120 0 0
Houston 25 0 0
Los Angeles Youth 25 0 1]
New York Youth 50 0 0
Portland 150 0 0
Tacoma 100 0 0
$20,000 $5.811.57 29%

Total

|
|

PIONEER NOTES

Lenin, with an explanatory ar-
ticle by Leon Trotsky, recently

has now been distributed to
nearly all branches of the Social-
ist Workers Party. It is also sell-
ing extensively to dealers and
the public, It was out of print
for several years.

Hugh G. Cleland of Cleveland,
ordering four copies, commented:
“Your pockel iibrary is an ex-
cellent undertaking. Keep it up.”

George Rock of Brooklyn: “The
classic documents of our move-
ment, in this convenient pocket
size, will prove & boon to stud-
enls and workers, Eventually
these works, in the contrasting
colors already appearing, will
make an attractive home library
as well."

Jeff Thorne of New York:
“This size, or even smaller,
would be good for all our pam-
phlets. I'm sure workers would
like hip pocket or even shirt
pocket sizes.”

Pocket Library No. 1 i{s The
Death Agony of Capitalism and
The Tasks of the Fourth Inter-
national, formerly published as
The Founding Conference of the
Fourth International, and con-

- L d

taining the famous “Transitional

The Suppressed Testament of Program” of the world Trotsky-

ist movement. It also is 25 cents |
a copy. In less than eight months

republished as No. 2 in the Pion- | more than 2,000 copies have been
eer Pocket Library series (25¢), |sold.

« » - l

Jarvis Dusenhery of Rochester
ordered a second 20 copies of
Build a Labor Party Noaw, (10¢)
by George Clarke, and wrote:
“This booklet Is a great piece of
organizing literature, according

to my way of thinking. It is
small, cheap and explains so
much in a clear way. It is |

very convincing and hds no sur-
plus to tire the reader. I have no
faith in large volumes, techni-
cal or flowery phrases, or large
or uncommon words."

Send for free price list., Order
these pamphlets from Ploneer
Publishers, 116 University Place,
New York 3. N. Y.

NEW YORK

Delicious Ham Dinner
and Social
Saturday, Jan. 25
(Starts 6 p.m.)
CHELSEA WORKERS
CENTER
130 West 23 Street

DETROIT
“The Road Ahead fo
The American
Working People”

Speaker:

Bert Cochran
Former CIO Leader
Sunday, Feb, 2, 2 p.m

Socialist Workers Party
6108 Linwood Ave.

The mobilization was for re-
newals only. We met at 5:30
p.m. so as to catch people at
home during supper time. It
was a good plan, as we found
8 out of 10 at home—Dbetter than
,at any other time of the day.
Our comrades were quite willing
| to postpone their own suppers
until after the mobilization, es-
pecially as we explained this
would happen only once a month
and was really very little hard-
ship compared to what our Eur-
opean comrades are enduring.
Afterward we all had supper to-
|gether at headquarters, which
|was a pleasant finish for the
mobilization. Perhaps other
branches might find a supper-
hour mobilization successful.”

A. Arbeiter of St. Louis is also
out to get renewals. He states:
“These three subs are for Mili-
tant readers who want to uet
the paper for another year. T
visited 9 subscribers today. Those
who did not take a renewal asked
me 1o come back next week. All
of them think The Militant is
tops!"

The comrades of Boston
Branch too are making sure Mil-
itant readers in their area con-

\tinue to get the paper regularly.

Rena Breshi sent in 9 renewals
with the following note: “We re-
ceive a good number of our subs
through shopmates and personal

THE MILITANT ARMY

Persistent Sub-Getters
Boost Score For Phila.

friends who sympathize with our
ideas and viewpoint.”
-

- -

“Our drive to get subs to The
Militant is breezing along at a
normal pace,” writes James
White, Literature Agent for the
Connecticut State Branch. “Our
total to date, which includes the
14 subs enclosed in this letter, is
110 new subs. Clara Raymond
still leads the Pace-Setters with
38, followed hy Pearl Spangler
with 30 and L. Morris with 23.”

Seattle Branch has been doing

a hang-up job on subs the last
couple of months. Clara Kaye,
Literature Agent, reports: “Ene=
closed are 10 new 6-month Mill«
tant subs. Five of these are
last-minute December subs, up-
ping our last month’s total to
51. (We're pretty proud of
that!) We're certain that with
three weeks to go, we can ob=
tain the rest of our January
(quota of 35. The final winner
lfor December was Comrade
| Johnnie B, with 9 subs, and he
has already obtained three this
month. Our December goal was
lachieved by 12 comrades and one
sympathizer.”
.

L -

May Manning, Section Litera=
|mre Agent for Los Angeles Lo=
cal, passes along a new idea bee
ing tried there: “The Eastside
Branch is experimenting on a
novel idea, which may also be
jconsidered by other sections, in
order to obtain subs to The Mil-
itant and to build discussion
groups. A number of comrades
are each given three names in &
housing project or in a neigh-
borhood. These are names of
contacts or former Militant sub-
scribers. The paper is delivered
to them for the regular price of
5¢, for a period of 5 weeks, at
the end of which time they will
have to pay only 25¢ to obtain
the sub for the remainder of
the 6 months.”

Comrade Manning will keep
us posted on results.

.

* .

Oakland Branch nbtained con-
crete results from a distribution.
Beverley Wise writes: ‘*Last
month we obtained 3 of our

subs from a distribution to the
NAACP where we attached gov-
|ernment postcards to The Mill-
tant. The subscriber could drop
the card into a mailbox request-
| Ing that his sub start and that
an agent call to collect the mon-
)ey. We got 5 subs out of & dis-
tribution of 75."

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 18

trical Workers, and Cazz Mill

at the Militant Labor Forum here
last week.

Other speakers included Ben
Turner, Negro veteran, and Rose
F. Carey, member of the ILGWU
Joint Board.

Less than a year after the
hard-won strike against General
Electric and Westinghouse, “all
of our gains have disappeared
like chaff in the wind,"” said
Price. Declaring that the bosses
are engaged in a propaganda
campaign to swing the public to
its views, he promised that the
electrical workers would vigilant-
ly defend the union against any
attempt o destroy its gains.

Cazz Miller expressed the gra-

LENIN MEMORIAL MEETINGS

NEW HAVEN
speaker: WM. F. WARDE
National Educational Director
‘Lenin’s Message to the

American Worker’
Fri., Jan. 31, 8:15 p.m.
‘ew Haven Labor School

855 Grand Ave.

SAN DIEGO
“Lenin And the
American Workers”
Speaker:

MYRA TANNER WEISS
Los Angeles
SWP Organizer
Friday, Jan. 31, 8 p.m,
623 Sixth Avenue

PHILADELPHIA

Showing of Rare Film

‘CZAR TO LENIN"
MAX GELDMAN,

SWP Organizer

Friday, Jan. 31, 8 p.m,
Militant Labor Forum
1303 W. Girard Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO

‘“Lenin and the American
Workers™

Speaker: MURRAY WEISE
Sunday, Feb. 2, 8 p.m

305 Grant Ave. at Sutter

Philadelphia Union Leaders
Address Militant Labor Forum

By George Clement

— James Price, president of

the Eastern Pennsylvania district of the CIO United Elecs

er, business agent of the CIO

United Steelworkers of America, outlined labor's demands
for 1947 to an attentive audience ®—

| titude of his union for the ald
extended by the Militant Labor
| Forum and the Socialist Work=
ers Party to the SKF workers
during their 3-month strike last
yvear. In its national contract,
now being negotiated, the United
Steelworkers union is’demanding
severance pay, a guaranteed an-
| nual wage, social insurance and
Igreatcr benefits for ex-Gls. Des-
pite the outery of the reaction-
| aries in Congress, he said the un-
ion will carry on its fight for the
‘closed shop, the check-off and
portal-to-portal pay. Miller con-
cluded with the hope that la=-
bor would soon begin its own in-
dependent political action.
| Rose Carey reported that the
ILGWU workers are looking
forward to substantial wage in-
creases. At the present time the
union 1is demanding a 20 per
|cent increase. She emphasized
the value of the ‘escalator
clause.,” and also stressed the
immediate necessity for labor's
independent political action.
Ben Turner took up the ques-
tion of the desperate need for
low-cost housing, particularly
for veterans. He pointed out that
althouzh the so-called war
against fascism in Europe is
over, native fascists are growing
bolder here. “Although Bilbo is
not in the Senate at present, the
|Bilbonic Plague continues,"” he
| declared, calling attention to the
growth of Jim Crow in this
country. Turner concluded hy
emphasizing the need for united
action on the part of unions,
minority organizations and vet-
erans’ groups, if labor is to go
forward in 1947.




Diary of A Steel Worker

“He lives better, eats better , . . yes, and sleeps
better . . . than most of the blue-blooded aristo-
crats of other lands,” says the big ad that

‘ Republic Steel put In the
daily newspapers.

“He owns a comfortable
home, with inside plumbing
and a real heating system.

“"He drives a modern car,
instead of a charcoal-burner
. or an oxcart.

5 - “He is his own boss, and,
if he wants to badly enough and 1s willing to try
hard enough, he can get to be boss of his de-
evartment. his company, or his country,

“His children can have college educations,
snd can go into any business or profession they
chnose. (There aren't many other places on earth
where that’s true.)

“He's an American working man, living and
working under the American system of free
choice, free speecit and free opportunity,

“Thousands of men like him work at Re-
public Steel,”

Well, brothers, that's us! We're the men the
whole world envies. Doubtless you feel you lead
an enviable life. Still, it shouldn’t hurt to inspect
this ad a little closely. What about eating and
sleeping better than the aristocrats?

I don't know what they eat, but here’s the
way I make out. At home we mix a little butg.er
into a pound of margarine, Maybe that has more
food value than caviar. We eat hamburger,
heart or.chyck. (Remember how steak used to
taste in the good old days?)

I guess I sleep better than the blue-bloods,
After I do eight hours on a blast furnace, I cer-
tainly sleep. If you work on a furnace, I guar-
antee you won't have insomnia. You'll just have
trouble crawling out of bed for the next day’s
work, that’s all.

How about the comfortable home with inside
plumbing and a real heating system? Well, in

"Man The Whole World Envies" '|

By Theodore Kovalesky

1943, just 84 per cent of the American steel-
workers had inside water,' and only 68 per cent

had an inside bath, leaving 32 per cent wlt.h|
the zood old fashioned privy. Heating? A man

named Lopez lost his wife and two little children
when his oil stove exploded one night while he
was at work.

And about that modern car , ., If any blue-

blooded aristocrat wants to get rid of a charcoal-
burner or an oxcart cheap, and if he's willing
to take small payments over a long period of
time, I might be interested. The last jalopy
I had was laid to rest years ago, and I haven't
been able to afford any kind of car since,

And now we come to the part about being
your own boss. (I wonder what the steel com-
panles pay, all those foremen for!) It's true that
you can get to be a boss (unless you're a Negro).
if you're willing to be a scab and a stool-
pigeon for years, but of course you have to have
a little luck as well. Even then, it will be very,
very strange if: you get to be boss of your whole
department. I never heard of such a case, except
years ago when things were different in all in-
dustry. As for getting to be boss of your com-
pany or your country by trying “hard enough”
—are they kidding?

And while you are thinking about Republic
Steel, remember the 1937 Memorial Day mas-
sacre in Chicago, when men, women and chil-
dren were shot and clubbed to death for the
crime of picketing this benevolent company.
They weren't even fighting to be men ‘“the
whole world: envies.” They were just trying to
get union recognition,

The same hypocrites who paid for this ad were
in control of the company in 1937. And they
or others like them will continue to control it
until it is torn from their greedy fingers by

the workers and operated to benefit all the | mcthers teach the kids not to play with maltches,

people,

When that happens, we'll all begin to lead
enviable lives!

The Negro Struggle

| A Letter To Truman's Committee

Jan. 16, 1947
The President's Committee on Civil Rights,
Charles E. Wilson, Chairman,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir:

Yesterday, after President Truman asked your
committee for recommendations on legisiation
}‘ o™ to protect the civil rights of
: citizens, you invited everyone
to write you their views on "the
basic causes of civil rights vio-~
lations.” I take advantage of
this request to give you thc So-
: cialist Workers Party's views
on why the civil rights of Ne-
! groes are violated.

‘ ) These violations are, as every
Nearo knows, part of a bigger crime commiited
every single day in the year: the Jim Crow sys-
tem. The constitution and its amendments re-
coznize that the Negro people have the same
rehis as other citizens., But {in most parts of
‘1o couniry that recognition is confined to the
pever it is written on.

‘These rights are not recognized by the White
House or Congress or the courts. Or by the daily
press. the schools, the churches, the movies. the
ragio, the armed forces. And above all, they ave
not recoznized by the big corporalions. such as
General Electric which you run as chairman.

By William E. Bohannon

And that brings us directly to the basic causes
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Fear Haunts Every Household

As Eight More

Branch of the Socialist Workers
City, Jan. 12.)

for our kind. We are gathered

Die In Flames

By George Clarke

(Extracts from a speech to a public meeling of the Harlem

Party, Imperial Hall, New York

Eight lives were snuffed out in Harlem a week ago, and 2
few wepks before that, 37 men and women and children perished
in an explosion. We are gathered here tonight to express our
mourning at their departure, because these people, whether we §
| knew them or not, whether we are related or not—these people
"are our kin. They are working people like us. They live where
we live, the same poor lives, the same suffering, the same troubles.
We know them as though they were our own relatives.
gathered not only to mourn, because of mourning there is plenty

to understand why, and having

| understood, then to see what we can do to stop these murders.

They teach metnods of fire

prevention in the schools, The

When you

| travel on the roads, they warn you not to be careless where there

i 0

are forests.

But in general these warnings are useless in this city of ours.
They are wasted breath. Because New York City today is like a

big sun-dried forest and the least spark fgnites a fire,

How can

you teach effeciive fire prevention in a city where there are at
| least 600 thousand families living in slum dwellings, that is, in

houses that catch fire easiest?

ne Room For Four Persons!
In some parts of the city as many as four persoas live in

which you discussed. The corporations do every- | e room. One room for four persons! I recently read an article
warning New Yorkers not to smoke in bed because a great many
system because it helps to keep the workers | fires result from people falling asleep or getting drunk with light-

thing in their power to maintain this Jim Crow

divided along color lines. They use the govern- | ed cigarettes in their hands.

What must a man, living in a

ment, the press and all the other institutions ' crowded house, do when he wants to smoke? Can he retire to
they control, to foster and strengthen the idea | the drawing room? Or to a spacious living room? How can he
avold that bed if he would seek a little comfort in his house?
This is peace, they say. This is peace where there need not
be any fears, there need not be any dread. But the people in the

of “Negro inferiority” so that Negro and white
workers will not unite against their common
enemy.

When we try to exercise our rights and demangd
equal treatment, then the corporations resort
to violence against us. Either they use “the
law" or they use lllegal organizations like the
KKK to beat us down and keep us '‘in our place.”
That, Mr. Wilson, is the basic cause of Jim Crow
terror.

And that also is why we can have no con-
fidence whatever in your committee, which is
just a stooge outfit set up by the president to

lynch rule,

We will fight for our civil rights all right. But
to get them, we will depend on our own strength,
on the power of militant labor and Negro organ-
izations., united in struggle against the basic
causes of our misery.

Yours truly,
William E. Bohannon

slums live in the constant dread

of who will make the first mis-

take in the house, who, because of bad conditions, over-crowd-
| ing, inadequate garbage disposal, faulty electrical connections—
who will make the first mistake and start the fire.

And there was plenty of fear at 167 W. 129th St. when the
McKenzies, in the early morning, smelling the smoke rising through
the building, raced from their apartment to the roof and found

the door to the roof barred by wire.

alive.
Lillie McKenzie, William, Arthur,

They came back, but not

Out of seven in the family, four burned to death—Mrs,

Betty. Only four-year old Shir-

ley and two others are alive and she hovers between life and
help him regain prestige and votes among the | geath in the hospital. The Daniels family fared no better. Mrs.
Negro people and the whites who are slck of | paniels, her son Joseph and her grandson Joseph all perished.

And on Amsterdam Ave. a few

weeks before while the families

were asleep—this time not Negro families, but white ones, for
fire and poverty never respect colors or races—the bhuilding col-
lapsed and 37 people perished under the stone and the mortar.
Who is responsible for these deaths? Cculd it be negligence
of the people when the fire raced through the dumhwaiter on

129th Street? The question is

asked—was the City negligent?

We know some facts about this, We know that 10 to 15 years

We are \

ARLEM’S FIRETRAP
TENEMENTS OF DEATH

[
|
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snese veterans and their wives settle down for the night in a Los Angeles Park. heir
protest placards were used in a demonstration against the critical housing shortage,
of cops were rushed to the scene for possible use against the hundreds of ex-Gls.

Homeless Velerans Camp In Park

Scores

Federated Pictures

hundreds to die in these disasiers. Condemned
by capitalist greed! Condemned by rapacious land-
lords! They a'r responsible for this situation.
Slums you know are inexpensive to maintain. They
don't bother abcut' fixing up the buildiags. The
taxes are low because the buildings have deterior-
ated. But the rénts are high because there is over-
crowding in the city and people must live some-
where,

No, it Is much easier for the landlord.to main-
tain a tenement than to build. It is much more
profitable. But don’t think because of that, there
is no building going on. I picked up the N, Y.
Times this morning. Look at these beautiful of-
fice buildings and new apartments being erected

lars for these apartments and office buildings.
Under these conditions the landlords are satisfied
with the housing situation. They make millions

New Yorkers are condemned by the tens and'Democratic Party, together with the banks, equally

guilty for the death of the people of a few blocks
from here and on Amsterdam Ave. They are tied
in, body and soul, with the real estate interests.
We say that the city, state and federal adminis=
trations — O'Dwyer, Dewey and Truman — will
one day be held responsible for every life snuffed
out' by their negligence, carelessness, callous dis-
regard of the wcrkers’ housing needs.

There is much that can be done in this city.
They could build homes. They have the facilities
now to build playgrounds and gardens for the
workers of New York —large roomy, airy apart-
ments with trees and playgrounds for the children
to play in. They have methods to set up prefabri-
cated housing in a short time, They had the "Know

on Fifth Ave. They are spending 200 million dol- | how” during the war. They had plenty of ‘money,
| billions of - dollars, and they showed miracles in

the production for death.

Plenty of Money for Homes

If you want to look for the fire-bugs in the city | The money is in the same place today. And
of New York, don’t look for the kids on Amster- | eV could build the new homes today, if they
dam Ave. Don't look for a few children who didn't | anted to. They could find it by taxing the rich.
'know how to use matches. Look to Wall Street.| 11e'® iS plenty of money there for homes. They

ago, gas seeped through from the ice-house on Amsterdam Ave, | °f Profits every year from such conditions.

that the building inspectors had condemned, but it remained to
crumble on the bodies of people,

| Cutting Down On Fire Protection

Now when congestion is worse than ever, they are cutting

Veterans’ Problems

| Caught Short On The Campus

By Alvin Berman

There are 2,260,000 veterans who are enrolled
in schools and colleges or are taking on-the-
job training under the GI Bill of Rights and
the Vocational Rehabilitation
Act (for disabled vets). The
GI Bill was inadequate when
it was adopted. Today, how-
ever, $65 for a single man or
$90 a2 month for a married
veteran will hardly put crumbs
on the table.

A poll taken recently by the Columbia chap-
ter of the American Veterans Commlittee points
very sharply to the plight of the veterans on
the campus, Out of every 100 veterans respond-
ing to the AVC's questionnaire, 92 felt that the
present subsistence allowance was inadequate.

Thirty-two per cent of the veterans said they
were forced to work part-time to meet expenses,
while 67 per cent said they would be forced
to do so in.the near future if they wished to con-
tinue at the university. Seventy-six per cent
said that their part-time work impaired their
studies. One-third reported that they had to
dig deeply into their War Bonds and savings
to supplement the GI Bill allowance.

At the last session of Congress the Langer Bill
was introduced and quickly forgotten. This bill
provided for a blanket $35 monthly increase in
all veterans' allowances. The AVC pointed out

that it made no provisions for veterans' depen~- |

derts and urged that the bill be amended to
grant $25 a month for each dependent in addi-
tion to the general increase,

If the 7T9th Congress forgot the bill while the
veterans were still supposed to be “heroes,"” the
80th Congress will now most probably attempt
to bury the bill next to the graves of the bonus
and Wagner-Ellender-Taft housing bills, None
of these bhills would really solve the major prob-
lems of the veterans, Even extremely modest
bills meet deaf ears, however, when they are
placed before capitalist politicians.

The passage of the Langer Bill even with the

AVC amendment would only be a start on the .

needs of student veterans, Only the sliding scale
of benefits can give any assurance of economic
protection against the rising cost of llving. An
automatic rise in subsistence allowances to meet
every rise in prices—that is the need of the
hour for every veteran depending on an allow-
ance of the GI Bill.

Notes From

The News

The UAW Veterans Conference to be held in
Washington, next week will press for federal
action on housing; a federal bonus ($3 for each
day's service at home and $4 for each day over-
seas service); cash payment on terminal leave
bonds; higher subsistence allowance for on-the-
job tralning; unemployment compensation for
veterans during strikes, ete.

v - L3

Banker Herbert Lehman, former New York
Governor, has joined the new Americans for
Democratic Action. This strengthens the ADA
financially and ties it still more closely to the
Democratic Party.

L L °

The demonsirative indictment of former Stale
Department emplove Cayl Aldo. Marzani, on
charges of having fraudulently concealed mem-
bership in the Communist Party, is regarded
as only a warm-up for the much bigger allacks
planned by the government against the CP and
militant workers.

. > =

The Michigan Supreme Court this month up-
held restrictive covenants barring Negroes and
other minorities from certain neighborhoods.

Ll s -

The Labor Health Institule mm by the CIO
United Retail, Wholesale and Department Store
Employes in St. Louis, and financed in part by
the employers, is a model health project. Besides
providing excellent low-cost medical services to
members and their families, it treats Negroes

on a completely equal basis in a town where
they are segregated in the municipal hospitals:
and clinics.

L L] L

A fire last week burned out the New York
apartment of James T. Farrell, noted author,
desiroying scores of unpublished manuscripts
and stories. Farrell is advertising for an apart-
ment for his family, any kind, “'furnished or un-
furnisiied, temporary or permanent.”

* » 2

Foed prices will go still higher, according to
the Department of Agriculture: “Prices received
by farmers during the next few months may
average slightly below the mid-November levels.
The general level, however, as well as the level
of prices paid by farmers is likely to continue
upward during the’first quaiter of 1947.”

° . -

The NAACP, whose goal in 1947 is a million
members, plans a mass demonstration for an
anti-lynching bill some time next month in
Washington.

- - -

One out of every flve persons in Gadsden,

Alabama is a member of the CIO.
L3 9 -

down on the Fire Department staff.

letin of the Fire Department.

when the company goes out to a
at the same time, there are no

I have here an official bul-

Here in Harlem the 91st Engine
Company, which had 1,745 runs to 614 fires last year, was cut
down from a double company to a single company, Thal means that |

fire and another fire takes place
fire engines in that station for

the other fire. The 26th Truck Company, which made 2,183 runs
| to 1,270 fires in the last year, was also cut in half in the inter-

so imporiant to them.

over town.
in this meeting tonight.
| the city. Meanwhile they are
wonder what is the meaning of

| cops to club them back into the

increasing the police force. We
this? Perhaps because when the

people get tired of these fires, when their anger and indignation
forces them on to the streets in protest, there will then be enough |

fire traps.

and housing as they are about running down the fellow that
{ixed the football game & while ago?
would be no fundamental change. Fires and collapses would go
on as they do today. Because there are more than & million people
in the city who are forced to live where fires are inevitable.

Don’t be misled. There

| Look to the building companies. Look to the in-
surance companies. Iook to the banks. That's
where the fire-bugs are. The only trouble is that
they don't send this kind of fire-bug to jail. If you
want to find out who was guilty of murder, you
Iwill find them in the same banks and insurance
companies that force people to live in rat-traps
and death holes.

ests of “economy.” Why are there cuts here in Harlem? Because | (Guilt Shared By Politicians
the Insurance underwriters have noted the fact that insurance '

rates are lower in Harlem than in other parts of the city and b : : ;
therefore the fate of these dilapidated, run-down buildings is not | gullt is shared by the politicians who cover them

But they don’t stand alone in their guilt. Their

| up, who act as their accomplices in high office in

You contrast this with the new cops that are being put on federal and state and city government. How would |
the beal. You see all the young rookies—by the thousands all | You know this? You only have to see what they
So many of them, {hey send a few to snoop around
They are cutting the fire depariment,

when firemen work more than 8 hours a day in many parts of | 120 thousand persons, but no new buildings have
been erected for 40 years. Neither Truman in |

| have done in the face of this great danger. In the
| tast three years Harlem's population increased by

Washington, nor Dewey in Albany, nor O'Dwyer
in New York have lifted a finger to correct this
situation. They have built 16,000 apartments since

But suppose that the City officials were as alert about fires Sram that will build 20 thousand more while a

could re-assess the value of real estate in- New
York. They could get large subsidies from the
state and federal governments. They could put a
tax on people who pay $200 and $300 rents or
more. In Washington they are appropriating 11
billion for war, and it would take only 7 billion to
erect homes for one million New Yorkers.

Billions are needed and they are not found be-
cause the wealth of America rests in the hands-of
a few plutocrats. The question for you to think
about, if you want to think in deep terms aboul
these disasters and tragedies, if you want to thi
in terms of how they can be overcome by & gol
housing program — the question is, to whom'shal
the wealth of America belong? You must also ask,
to whom shall political power belong in this.couns=
try? Who will prevail? A handful of plutoce
or the great majority of the people?

It Is possible for us to struggle effectively for our
program. We can take the idea that billions must
come out of Wall Street and from taxing the rich

'and by subsidies from the government to build
1936 in this city. And they have a housing pro- l homes for the working people, We can take that
idea and plant it in every unfon in New York, in

million people need homes, What is the slogan | every Negro organization, in every veterans organ=
now? The slogan is now to send the people into  ziation.

the boarded-up tenements which will be patched
‘ up. The Mayor is fiddling while the city burns,

Only a militant fight based on an effective hous-
ing program will save the people from fire and

We brand the politicians of the Republican and | disaster.

overnment Does Little In Housing Crisis

By John Fredericks

Private real estate and
!constmction interests, as
' shown in a previous article,
have completely failed to
produce needed low-cost,

low-rent housing. They have
deliberately obstructed every
move to provide decent new
dwellings for millions of des-
perale workers and veterans
with low incomes.
' These millions are now look-
ing to government agencies for
| a solution to the terrible housing
crisis. But the federal adminis-
tration, serving the interests of
E the profiteers, has failed to take
even the minimum measures re-
"quired by the scale of the crisis.
The last session of Congress

The War Department pamphlet, advoecating passed the much-touted Patman
universal military training, published at the Housing Bill, which was supposed ' trol order, President Truman re- These grants ranged from $300,-
taxpayers' expense, states with a straight face to solve the housing problem. moved all restrictions from bulld-|000 for Utica down to $6,000 for
that its plan to give military training to all, Under the direction of Wilson ing and thus scuttled even the the State.Teachers College. The

male youth 18 years old “is not ‘conscription’ | Wyatt, the program set up by |inadequate

as practiced by European powers” and that in

fact “it is a preventive for Prussianism,”

this bill produced only

above the number of homes that

became unlivable during the
same period. Contrasted to the

need for ten million homes, this,

ficure plainly demonstrates the

complete inadequacy of the fed-'

eral administration’s housing

plans.
SPENT MORE FOR WAR

In the year ending June, 1946
the federal government spent
only $158 million for housing
as compared with $43'2 billion
for war preparations. President
Truman plans to spend $525
million for housing this year,
and only $225 million next year.
$15 hillion will go for war.

The administration is actually
planning to spend less for hous-
[ing next year than in 1943 and
| 1944,

In his recent housing de-con-

housing program

terests to proceed with their

Yet, even with this inadequate

persons in a four-year period;‘is

building program of penthouse
apartments for the rich, movie
palaces, race tracks and office
buildings. Far from producing
any housing under private spon-
sorship, the Truman executive
corder will put an end to what
little private home building was
| taking place.

Nor can we expect any pro-
aressive home-building program

from the Republican Congress. |
A sample of the Republican con- |

cept of a housing program is
what New York’s. Governor
Thomas Dewey has done. Des-
pite a 500 million dollar sur-
plus in ihe state treasury, Dewey
has appropriated only 35 million
!for housing 7,500 persons. One
'million dollars were divided
among the State Universities for
| veterans' temporary housing.

| latter appropriation will scarcely

about adopted by the last Congress. build'a row of out-houses at to-

100,000 dwelling units over and!The new policy allows private in- day's prices.

"sibility to build

program, Dewey cannot brag that
he has completed his plans. Only
one-third of the promised old
quonset huts and re-habilitated
structures have been completed.
On Jan. 14, another 25 million
dollar appropriation was required
to complete the initial plan.

New York state's Republican
administration has failed in every
way, either to make adequate
plans, or to carry out the inade-
quate plans that were made.

FRAUDULENT PROMISES
Likewise, the Democratic ad-
ministration in New York City,
aided by American Labor Party,
Stalinist, and Republican mem-
bers, has not assumed respon-
new homes.
Mayor O'Dwyer appointed Rob-
ert Moses as Housing Director for
the city. Moses, in turn, announ=-

ced a four-year plan to end the
city’s housing shortage.

The plan, which is supposed
to provide homes for 1,268,400

a complete fraud. According- fo
the plan, Moses expects “private
industry” to provide homes for
900,000 persons. The city will
provide actually for only 4,450
persons, This means that the
city itself plans to build less than
1,500 new dwelling units over a
four-year period.

A sample of Mayor O'Dwyer’s
“veterans housing” is the Elme
hurst project. A garbage dunip,
containing a fill of garbage 15~
feet thick, bas heen covered with
earth and on this quonsev-huvs
for veterans’ families have‘m
built. Approaching this 1
hole, you can smell decaye
garbage from blocks away. Veter.
ans are supposed to wade thrg
this ‘muddy lhole and bring
their children in a stench
will turn any normal stomas

This is the best answer the New
York city administration givesto
the housing crisis.

(This is the thir< of a series
on the housing crisis.)




