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PCI In France 
Plans Greatest 
Election Drive
French Trotskyist Party To Run Candidates 
For Parliament From Seventeen Key Sections

(.Special to The M ilitant)
PA R IS , Oct. 25— The In te rn a tio n a lis t Com m unist P ar

ty, French section of the Fourth  In te rn a tio n a l, (P C I), enters 
the  Nov. 10 elections to P arliam ent w ith  even more candi
dates and in  a greater num ber o f areas than  i t  had in  
June th is  year, when i t  re -®
ceived 45,000 votes,

Candidates are to be run in 
J7 areas, covering the most im
portant political and industrial 
sections of France. In  the June 
elections the Trotskyist party 
reached almost four million 
workers and poor farmers with 
its propaganda; in the coming 
elections its voice will be heard 
by more than five million.

In  a statement published in 
La Verite, the Political Bureau 
of the party calls "on the work
ers “not only to vote, but to 
participate actively in its elec
toral meetings, to distribute 
everywhere its policy and pro
gram—a program of workers’ de
mands and socialist revolution.”

The statement points out 
further that “already its pro
gram is the program of the pro
letarian vanguard, that it has 
already inspired the revolution
ary wing of the CGT (General 
Federation of Labor) . . . that it 
was present in the strike of the 
postal workers, which was a 
magnificent example of what 
the working class can do when, 
confident of its own strength, 
it  imposes its demands on the 
capitalists.”

The Political Bureau added: 
“In  those sections where the PCI 
does not present its own candi
dates it calls upon the workers 
to vote for the workers’ parties” 
and asks the masses to put pres
sure upon these parties to carry 
out a progwtm in t h ^  interest 
of the working class.

The extension of th i  Trots
kyists’ electoral campaign cor
responds to the growth of the 
party and will—as the June elec
tions did—further develop its. 
influence.

See page 3 for an account of 
some of the leading candidates.

More Signs O f 
Coming Depression

Like the stock market slump, 
the break on the cotton mar
ket is symptomatic of the true 
state of American economy.

The three-time closing of 
the cotton exchanges since 
Oct. 8 is one sign of the dis
eased condition of American 
capitalism heading toward a 
new depression. Read the arti
cle by Art Preis on Page 6.

Leads Picket Line

FARRELL DOBBS
Socialist Workers Party can

didate for Governor of N. Y.

Red-Scare Drive 
Condemned By 
Buffalo Unions

BUFFALO, N. Y., Nov. 4—  
W orkers in  13 C IO  plants  
here have taken a c t i o n  
against red -ba iting  in  the  
labor movement. They have en
dorsed a strong resolution spon
sored by CIO United Auto Work
ers Bell Local 501, which con- 
detn^&MlMsiiMlting and witch- 
hunting as a union-busting ma
neuver inspired by Big Business.

The resolution declares that 
red-baiting must be fought by all 
of labor, apd calls for mainten
ance of the democratic principle 
upon which the CIO was found
ed: That there shall be no dis
crimination against any member 
because of race, creed, sex or po
litical views.

According to the latest issue of 
The 501 Organizer, the resolution 
has been approved by the Repub
lic Steel Local 1743; American 
Radiator Local 1199; four Unit
ed Electrical shops in Tonawan- 
da Amalgamated Local 308; of
ficers of five Mine, M ill and 
Smelter locals: Leather Local 39; 
and Fur Workers Local 115. Two 
months ago, on Sept, 10. the Buf
falo CIO Council went on record 
in opposition to all forms of t id -  
baiting. (See Militant, Sept. 240

New Fascist Outfit 
Active In Georgia

The existence of a new ly-chartered secret fascist or
ganization nam ed Columbians, Inc . was uncovered in  A t
lan ta , Georgia last week when its gangster members came 
out in to  the open w ith  a J im -C row  pogrom against Negro 
fam ilies moving into  sections®----------------------- ------------------------
form erly  restricted to whites.

On Oct. 31a bomb blast rocked 
the house of Mrs. Minnie Sibley, 
a Negro woman, and in the fol
lowing week shots were fired and 
rocks thrown at the homes of 
many other Negro residents. Pol
ice confiscated two posters read
ing, “Zoned as a white commun
ity.” and bearing the insignia 
of the Columbians, a red flash 
through a circle.

While Mayor Hartsfield and 
Police Chief Hornsby are only 
now' ordering an “investigation.” 
Atlanta police already know a 
great deal about the organiza
tion. They attended a meeting of 
some 250 uniformed members of 
the organization last week ac
cording to the Nov. 1 N. Y. Times.

They looked on while a medal 
of honor - was pinned on Ralph 
Childers, youthful fascist gang
ster who had been arrested and 
immediately released after he 
had beaten a Negro into hysteria 
with a blackjack.

When arrested, Childers rip
ped the red flash insignia of the 
organization off his shoulder and 
attempted to hide it. Now free 
on $500 bail, he openly admits 
that he is a member of the fas
cist organization. Four of the 
top leaders. Including Homer L.

Loomis, secretary, were arrested 
and released on Nov.- 2 on bail 
¿f $5,000 each, on charges of dis
orderly conduct and inciting a 
riot.

At the fascist meeting Emory 
C. Burke, president of the organ
ization and Loomis whipped up 
a Hitler-type race-hating cam
paign, spewing forth venomous 
lies against the Jews. One of the 
several hundred Jews who visited 
the meeting hall as observers 
protested. The fascists leaped to 
their feet with cries of: “Throw 
him out.”

Police intervened to prevent 
angry war veterans from stop
ping the fascists in their lynch 
campaign. Burke became even 
more brazen: “The fight has be
gun and we are going to make it 
hotter and hotter until you go 
back to the Bronx, where you 
came from; and I  say one day 
we are going to march into the 
Bronx.”

Detective Superintendent E. I. 
Hildebrand charged that the At
lanta organization is one of four 
powerful Columbian movements 
m the country, all linked under 
a common banner. The others, he 
said, are in New York, Philadel
phia and Gary, IncL

RICH REAL ESTATE OWNERS 
DRIVE TO LIFT ALL RENTS
SWP Pickets 
Hit Ballot-Ban 
In NeW York

NEW  Y O R K , Nov. 1 —  A 
close-packed picket- line of 
some 200 m e m b e r s  and  
friends of the Socialist W ork
ers Party, shouting denun
ciations of the Democratic 
Party for barring SWP candi
dates from the ballot, marched 
up and down the full length of 
the entrance to Madison Square 
Garden last night where an Am
erican Labor Party-sponsored 
Mead-Lehman election rally 
was held. The Stalinists control 
the ALP.

Leading the picket line were 
Farrell Dobbs, SWP candidate 
for Governor; Joseph Hansen, 
candidate for U. S. Senate: and 
George Clarke, organizer of the 
New York Local of the SWP, 
Placards urged the New York 
workers to write in the name of 
Farrell Dobbs on Nov. 5 as a 
protest against the Democratic 
Party’s efforts to bring Hitler’s 
“Ja!” voting to New York.

Police attempted to halt the 
picket line as soon as it was 
formed. They failed after a ver
bal dispute with the leaders on 
the line, whose arguments were 
backed up with shouts from 200 
throats of: “We want a free 
ballot!” "No Bilbo elections in 
New York!”

The line marched without in
terruption for about an hour, 
during which the shouting and 
chanting never ceased.

The Stalinist leaders on the 
sidelines looked on in helpless 
rage as the solid and effective 
picket line attracted the atten
tion of thousands of New York
ers. Several workers off the 
street joined the line and added 
their protests against the con
spiracy of the Democratic Party.

Thousands of Militants, elec
tion platforms, and special leaf
lets

R ais ing  The R oo f

Miners Compel 
Government To 
Reopen Contract

Faced w ith  an A FL U nited  
M i n e  W orkers u ltim atum  
backed by a th re a t of a strike  
on Nov. 1, the T rum an  ad
ministration hastily backed down 
last week on its “get-tough-with- 
the-miners” attitude and agreed 
to begin discussions looking to
ward revision of its contract with 
the 400,000 soft coal miners.

Truman himself intervened to 
announce “that there would be 
no coal strike” and instructed 
government officials in charge 
of government-seized coal mines 
to open discussions on all dis
puted issues on Nov. 1 as the 
UMW had demanded.

On the eve of the conference, 
Capt. N. H. Collison, Coal Mines 
Administrator, announced a pre
liminary concession to the Min
ers. The government has agreed, 
after previous refusal, to pro
vide retroactive payments of va
cation pay based on employment 
prior to the government’s seiz
ure of the mines on May 22.

Collison, who had previously 
said the government would “ab
solutely not” agree to reopen the

Why W all S treet War-Mongers 
Greet Slogan O f "Disarmament"

By Joseph ffdnsten
On Oct. 29, Foreign M in is ter Molotov raised the  slo

gan of disarm am ent in  the General Assembly of the U nited  
Nations. Molotov demanded th a t “the atom ic bomb be 
outlawed.” He subm itted fo r the consideration of the G en
eral Assembly “a general re-®-
duction of arm am ents.”

The response of the imperialist 
statesmen and their agents was 
as automatic as the kick of a 
foot when the knee reflex is 
tapped with a hammer.

Republican Senator Warren R. 
Austin, speaking next day as 
chief delegate of the United 
States to the General Assembly, 
readily concurred that “Mr. Mol
otov’s proposal should be placed 
in our agenda and fully consid
ered and discussed.”

Other delegates—from Mexico, 
Greece, India, Brazil, Canada, 
etc., etc.—all applauded .the call 
for disarmament.

Norman Thomas of the Social
ist Party, as usual, joined the 
choir. Henry A. Wallace chimed 
i -  praising Molotov’s speech as 
‘ fine, constructive statement.” 

Wall Street’s mouthpiece, the 
N. Y. Times, joined Austin in 
welcoming “Mr. Molotov’s initi
ative as particularly appropri
ate.” And the Stalinist Daily 
Worker sang its customary ho
sannahs to the Kremlin propos
al, labelling Molotov’s speech as 
“one of the most dramatic mo
ments since the ending of the

war against the Axis.”
W ith all this remarkable un

animity, why don’t they disarm? 
I f  Republicans, Democrats, the 
N. Y. Times, Stalinists, and Nor
man Thomas all agree on call
ing for disarmament, why isn’t it 
instantly carried out? Why 
doesn’t Truman issue a decree 
to sink the battleships, scrap the 
guns, stop manufacturing the 
atomic bomb, and halt further 
research into diabolical poisons 
that can destroy the populations 
of entire continents?

What’s the catch?
On the surface, disarmament 

appears quite plausible. I f  the 
powers would only junk all their 
weapons, then wouldn’t war be 
impossible?

I f  the cause of war lay in the 
possession of weapons, then de
stroying the weapons would of 
course ensure peace. But arma
ments in and of themselves are 
not the cause of war. They are 
onl„' one of the means of waging 
war. The fundamental cause of 
war lies deep in the workings of 
the capitalist system and can
not be ended any more than 
profits can be ended without 
ending capitalism as a whole.

FORD 600 THREATENS STRIKE 
TO HALT VICTIMIZING OF 18

(Special to The M ilitant)

The Crisis 
In  The

Communist Party 
See Page 2

contract, announced at the open
ing of the discussions that he had 
full authority to discuss all dis
puted issues, including wages, 
hours and working conditions.

The UMW committee promptly 
indicated the union is seeking 
important improvements in the 
contract by Nov. 20. covering 
wage increases, reduced hours 
and many other demands.

D E T R O IT . OCT. 30 —  O f
ficers of Ford Local 600, la rg 
est u n it of the C IO  U nited  
Auto W orkers, today an 
nounced they are preparing to 
file a 30-day NLRB strike notice 
to shut down the Ford River 
Rouge plant on Nov. 29 if the 
company fails to rescind its "dis
ciplinary” action against 18 
workers who participated in a 
recent 10-day strike against dan
gerous conditions in the open 
hearth room.

The company yesterday fired 
one worker and suspended 17 
others for two to three weeks. I t  
claims authority to victimize 
these workers under the notor
ious “company security” clause 
that UAW top leaders accepted 
last spring.

UAW Ford Director Richard 
T. Leonard said the walkout did 
not violate the contract and the 
men were forced to strike because 
of the company’s refusal to pro

vide protection against deadly 
sodium fluoride fumes that had 
poisoned several workers.

The 30-day strike notice was 
approved by unanimous vote of 
the Ford Local 600 Executive 
Board. Local 600 President 
Thomas Thompson stated: “This 
action is taken in conformity 
with a vote by the membership 
of the union and opens the way 
for legal strike action following 
the 30-day period provided for in 
the Smith-Connally act.”

The union is demanding imme
diate elimination of the poison 
gas and other health hazards 
in the plant; dropping of the 
penalties imposed yesterday on 
the 18 workers; and discontinu
ation by the company of its use 
of “no strike clauses” as “wea
pons to force employes into the 
acceptance of work perilous to 
their health.”

(See editorial, “Company Se
curity»” on Page 4)

Like unemployment, high taxes 
and skyrocketing prices, the arm
aments burden is part and par
cel of capitalism.

Actually the slogan of disarm
ament has always been raised 

(Continued on Page 3 ) '

“Fortune’' Poll 
Shows Veterans 
Support Labor

Veterans are the best 
friends o f the labor move
m ent, according to a poll con
ducted by Fortune magazine and 
published in Its November issue. 
This Wall Street publication ad
mits that 49.6 per cent of the 
veterans — a larger percentage 
than of any other section of the 
population — are pro-labor.

The veterans piled up a 41.8 
per cent "yes” vote for “unions 
are doing a fine job” or “doing 
more good than harm.” They 
were even more emphatic in re
jecting the anti-labor drive of 
Congress and Wall Street. Only 
17 per cent of the veterans said 
they wopld approve of Congres
sional action outlawing all strik
es. The survey of the popula
tion as a whole turned up 27.9 
per cent who would support 
repressive legislation.
LABOR PARTY

There were interesting answers 
also to the question of the Lab
or Party and the slogan “Open 
the Books of the Corporations.”

Of all the people questioned, 
including white collar workers- 
and farmers as well as business 

| men, 11.5 per cent thought labor 
‘ should have its own political 

party. When the figures were 
broken down to show how the 
labor movement itself is thinking, 
28.4 of the CIO members, 19.4 
per cent of the AFL members, 
and 22.6 per cent of all union 
members, went on record for a 
Labor Party. These figures are 
very encouraging, in view of the 
fact that the labor leaders have 
spent so much timé and energy 
in the past year trying to con
vince the workers that such a 
party could not and should not 
be created.
OPEN THE BOOKS

The slogan of “Open the Books 
df the Corporations,” raised in 
the GM strike, and long advocat
ed by the M ilitant to expose the 
crimes of Big Business, received 
overwhelming approval. I t  was 
endorsed by 75 per cent of the 
CIO members and 62 per cent o’f 
the AFL members.

Millions Of Tenants Face 
Rent Boosts Of 15 To 30%

Big real estate sharks, backed by a powerful 
bloc of Congressmen, are moving to rip  the ceil
ings o ff rents and add billions of dollars to the 
cost of living of the American people.

Their appetites whetted by the huge price 
rises won by the meat, dairy and other trusts,

■® the wealthy real estate

Fight The 
Rent-Hogs

AN EDITORIAL .

I f  the w ealthy  re n t hogs 
w in th e ir w ar against ren t 
controls, the workers w ill 
fin d  themselves in  the worst 
squeeze they -have ever ex
perienced.

W hen food or clothing  
prices go up, workers “pare” 
a litt le  —  eat less, buy less. 
B ut you can’t  “pare” on 
housing. E ither you pay the  
fu ll ren t or the landlord  
kicks you out w ith  the help 
of courts and deputies.

T h a t’s w h a t’s facing m il
lions i f  t the  landlords have 
th e ir way. And i t  looks like  
they ’re going ter have th e ir  
way if  i t ’s le ft up to T rum an  
and Congress.

B ut the rapacious real es
tate  interests are giving a 
lesson to the tenants on how  
to get w h at you w ant. The  
landlords have organized  
“strikes”— refusal to re n t va
cancies in  order to worsen 
the housing crisis.

Two can p lay th a t game! 
R ent strikes are nothing  new. 
Organized tenants have re 
fused to pay re n t before and  
forced thq landlords to bet
ter terms. Remember, land 
lords num ber thousands; but 
tenants num ber m illions.

Workers, veterans, tenants! 
Organize now fo r mass re 
sistance to re n t hikes! O nly  
mass action w ill h a lt  the  
ren t -  gouge and keep the  
roofs over your heads.

interests are hammering 
at the Truman admin
istration for “justice and emer
gency relief” for the “poor” 
landlords who are raking in 40 
per cent more than before the 
war.

Truman, who wilted under the 
pressure of the meat and dairy 
trusts, cannot be depended on to 
act any differently under the 
pressure of the landlords. There 
is grave danger rent controls 
will soon be abolished or rent 
ceilings lifted 15 to 30 per cent.
PUT ON SQUEEZE

I f  that happens, millions of 
workers and veterans will face 
eviction because of inability to 
meet the extortionate rent de
mands of the landlords.

The landlords are in this po
sition to put the squeeze on the 
workers because the government 
has. failed to relieve the housing 
shortage by a full-scale program 
of government low-rent housing 
construction. Opposition of the 
rapacious real estate interests to 
government “competition” is be
hind the government’s housing 
failure.

So-called “landlord strikes” 
that began in Seattle several 
weeks ago are spreading through
out the west coast and moving 
east. The landlords are con
ducting an organized refusal to 
rent vacancie's, while millions 
are in dire need of housing. The 
withholding of housing follows 
the pattern of the meat famine 
used to smash meat price ceil
ings.
DEMAND BOOST

The National Association of 
Real Estate Boards is pushing a 
three-point program calling for 
an immediate 15 per cent in
crease in residential rents; re
moval of all controls from land
lords who give a year’s lease to 
tenants at a 15 per cent increase; 
and immediate elimination of all 
price and rent ceilings on new 
housing.

CIO Rubber Workers Demand 
26-Cent An Hour Pay Raise

The W age Policy Com m ittee of the C IO  U n ited  Rubber 
Workers, m eeting in  tw o-day conference a t  South Bend. 
Ind ., last week announced the U R W  w ill seek wage in 
creases of 26 cents an , hour
for 193,000 rubber workers to  
compensate for cost-of-living in
creases since previous ’ wage 
boosts last spring.

Wage demands will be made 
immediately on the “Big Four” 
—Goodrich, Goodyear, Firestone 
and U.S. Rubber — said URW  
President C. S. Burkmaster. He 
added that the demand would be 
subject to upward revisions in 
the event of further price rises.
DEMAND 25c. RAISE ,

Meanwhile, the CIO Oil Work
ers opened negotiations on Nov. 
1 for a $2-a-day wage raise, 25 
cents an hour. OWTU President 
O. A. Knight said. “We regard 
the 25-eent an hour increase as 
a modest effort to achieve bal
ance between the Oil Workers in
come and skyrocketing prices.”

The OWIU wage policy com
mittee that drafted the new de
mand at a conference in Gal
veston, Texas, said that oil work
ers’ real wages had declined an 
average of $8.44 a week in 
recent months, while oil industry 
profits are at an all-time high, 
172 per cent above the prewar 
take.

The URW and OWIU demands 
indicate the pattern that may be

adopted by other CIO unions. 
The CIO United Auto Workers, 
Executive Board in announcing 
the auto workers would seek 
“substantial wage increases”, de
clared that “authoritative sources 
predict that by December of this 
year the cost of living will have 
risen 20 to 25 per cent or more 
above last January.” On this 
basis, the UAW would seek at 
least $2 a day more.

Further indication that amèn
erai CIO wage campaign is under 
way was given two weeks ago 
when CIO and United Steel 
Workers President Philip Murray 
said the steel union would de
mand “healthy wage increases” 
in contract ’ negotiations next 
January.
PROGRAM NOT SET

What program CIO leaders will 
push for protection of wage gains 
from further price rises after 
contracts are signed, has not 
been indicated. But progressive 
unionists in a number of unions 
are advocating the inclusion of 
escalator clauses in all contracts 
to provide automatic increases 
above the contract scale for all 
increases in the cost of living.
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Profound Crisis Inside Communist Party Revealed 
In Wave Of Expulsions For "Leftist" Opposition

A profound internal crisis is convulsing the 
American Communist Party (Stalinist).

The recent publicized expulsions of such prom
inent members as William P. Dunne, Verne 
Smith, Ruth McKinney and Bruce Minton gave 
only a hint of the purge sweeping through the 
ranks.

Members are being summarily expelled by the 
dozen from some branches, according to reports. 
Virtually all expulsions are on the grounds of 
•'leftist deviations”—primarily opposition to the 
Stalinist leaders’ continued support of capitalist 
politicians.

The conflict within the CP Is revealing itself 
openly in a number of unions where known mem
bers of CP fractions are opposing each other’s 
policies or flouting the party’s line on various 
questions.

This crisis, which can no longer be concealed, 
directly reflects the growing awareness of work
er-militants in the CP that their leaders are 
playing an utterly cynical, two-faced role. These 
leaders claim the party is for the abolition of 
capitalism and establishment of socialism. That 
is the basis Qn which members are recruited. But 
the pro-capitalist program of action pushed by 
the Stalinist leaders belles their anti-capitalist 
claims.

JVords and Deeds Conflict
This contrast of words and deeds is sharpened 

today by the ever more glaring crimes and fail- 
ores of capitalism. And it comes after the Stal
inist leaders demonstratively expelled Browder 
for the very policies they pursue today and after 
they have assured the CP ranks that they want

a return of the party to a revolutionary.road.
During the war, the CP openly allied itself 

with the capitalists. I t  helped break strikes, 
pushed the speed-up, side-tracked the struggle 
against Jim Crow, urged a permanent no-strike 
pledge, and even dissolved itself as a party. 
Workers, disgusted by the CP’s fink role, left it 
by the thousands. The party was becoming thor
oughly discredited..

As, the war came to an end and the conflict 
between the Soviet Union and U. S.-British im
perialism began to reassert itself, the Stalinist 
leaders realized they would have to make a tac
tical shift to the “left” if they wanted to retain 
or recover influence among the leftward mov
ing workers.

To dramatize the shift and cover up their 
own guilt, the CP leaders blamed their betrayals 
all on Browder. They had all gone along 100 per 
cent with the so-called Browder line—it was the 
world-wide line of Stalinism determined by the 
Kremlin. But they dumped all responsibility on 
Browder and expelled him.

For a time they talked about destroying all 
traces of Browder’s revisionism of Marxism. They 
were not only going to restore the CP as an 
independent party but wbuld return to a “true” 
Marxist-Leninist program. They were also going 
to show by this, they said, that the CP is a 
democratic party where the members can discuss 
and change the policies and even the leadership.

When the CP was reestablished, many of the 
members recruited during the war on the pro
gram of “national unity” with the capitalists 
dropped away. But many of the present CP mem

bers were recruited during the last year and a 
half on the basis of a rejection of “Browderism” 
and a promise to follow a Marxist, a revolution
ary, line. These new members Joined because 
they believed the CP would lead the fight against 
capitalist reaction—the attacks on labor’s rights 
and living standards, militarism and the threat 
of a new world war against the Soviet Union.

Radicalism Is Just Talk
These workers are finding that the Stalinist 

leaders merely talk more radical than Browder. 
But their program of action, on both the econ
omic and political front, is fundamentally no dif
ferent than Browder’s.

Thus, the Stalinists complain about rising liv
ing costs, the profiteers and their government 
agents. But in the unions they refuse to advance 
any program of militant struggle against the ef
fects of inflation.

On the. contrary, they have taken the lead in 
opposing the simple and necessary demand, for 
which the Trotskyists fight, that an escalator 
clause be inserted in all union contracts to pro
vide a sliding scale of wages that will rise auto
matically as the cost of living goes up.

Using the most blatant kind of distortion and 
evasion, the Stalinist leaders attack this demand. 
Instead they have urged the workers to depend 
merely on the government’s OPA and futile buy
ers’ strikes.

Moreover, the Stalinists are trying to hang 
onto Philip Murray's coat-tails in the CIO. He 
opposes the sliding scale demand because it can
not be secured without a real struggle against

the employers and government. To stay in Mur
ray’s good graces, the Stalinists refuse to ad
vocate any action he will not endorse.

On the political front, the treacherous role 
of the Stalinist leaders Is even more glaringly 
revealed. They are continuing the Browder line 
of supporting capitalist party candidates and 
opposing the building of a labor party.

They are calling on the workers to vote for 
candidates of the Democratic Party of the big city 
bosses and Southern lynchers. In 'N ew  York 
State, for instance, they ask the workers to vote 
for Mead and Lehman who have publicly re
pudiated CP support with vicious red - baiting 
statements and have proclaimed their endorse
ment of Wall Street’s “get-tough-with-Russia” 
policy.

Honest Workers Disgusted
I t  is not surprising, therefore, that ̂ honest 

and militant workers lured into the CP'on the 
promise of a fighting program against capital
ism are bewildered and disgusted. But any at
tempts they make to discuss the CP leaders’ 
betrayals are being answered with slanderous 
denunciations and bureaucratic expulsions.

Simultaneously, the Stalinist leaders have in
tensified their goon-squad assaults upon Militant 
distributors and their slander campaign against 
the Trotskyists. This has a two-fold purpose. 
To poison the minds of the CP members against 
any Investigation of the program of Trotsky
ism, the genuine communist movement. And to 
warn dissidents of the kind of treatment they 
can expect to get if  they question Stalinism or 
are expelled from the CP.

AFL Leaders 
Double-Cross 
Studio Strikers

B y A l Lynn
LOS ANG ELES, Oct. 30— Members of the strik ing  Con

ference of Studio Unions th is  week received a treacher
ous stab in  the back from  top bureaucrats of the  AFL.
Negotiations between the CSU,®— ------------------------------:------------<—
the strikebreaking IATSE, and industry, has allowed the pro-
the AFL bureaucracy, suddenly 
brought forth a statement by a 
representative of President W il
liam Green denying the validity 
of a "clarification” upon which 
the struggle of the CSU was 
based.

The clarification had been 
made of a previous award in 
which the carpenter’s local of 
the CSU obtained jurisdiction 
over set construction. The pro
ducers had refused to abide by 
it  on the basis of previous con
tracts with the IATSE, although 
they recognized the validity of 
the clarification.

On this basis carpenters were 
locked out when they refused to 
work on sets constructed by the 
IATSE.

President Green has now stat
ed that the wording in his copy 
of this document reads differ
ently than the copy held by the 
CSU, and that in reality it 
awards the jurisdiction to the 
IATSE.

CSU leaders point out that 
they had published the ciarlìi-,, 
cation many times in film trade 
magazines. They are calling for 
an investigation to find out why 
I t  took five weeks to reveal this 
"difference,” although they have 
agreed to abide by the decision 
if  a permanent arbitration com
mittee is set up.

In  addition to the Justified 
suspicions by the CSU members 
that there is underhand activity 
Involved, it  is now time for them 
to draw the proper conclusions 
from this scene of craft union
ism in action. The craft union 
setup in operation among the 
20 or so AFL unions in the studio
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has allowed the 
ducers to constantly play the 
more conservative IATSE against 
the militant CSU which, how
ever, has been handicapped by 
its own craft setup.

That the splendid conduct of 
the CSU during the strike shall 
appear to the public as only a 
meaningless jurisdictional squab
ble, is the price of craft union
ism. But the strike will have 
accomplished much if it  has 
taught the evils of craft union
ism to those involved. ,— LABOR REPORTS

Studio W orkers' Demonstration 
Protests Judicial Strikebreaking

(.Special to' The M ilita n t)

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 1—  
Between three and four  
thousand studio strikers and  
sym pathizers d e m onstrated  
here last Saturday against the 
use of the courts by the studios 
for strikebreaking.

The demonstration, led by 
members of Local 683 which is 
in open revolt against IATSE  
orders to pass the picket line, 
was called by the Carpenters 
District Council, one of whose 
locals is vitally engaged in the 
strike called by the Conference 
of Studio Unions.

The demonstration took the 
form of a parade which marched 
to the various studios. I t  pasted 
for several hours and was dis
banded only when police began 
wholesale arrests. Total arrests 
came to 126, bringing the strike’s 
total to well over 400.

Veterans, in the fropt ranks 
as they have been throughout 
the strike, carried signs reading 
“Vets resent ponce brutality.” 
There has been a series of bru
tal, club-swinging charges by po
lice on peaceful picket lines, at 
which "many veterans were beat
en.

The studios, with the collab

oration of the IATSE, have been 
attempting to get the technic-, 
ians back to work. But the lead
ers of Studio Technicians Local 
683 whose 2,000 members voted 
to respect the CSU picket line, 
report that less than 10 per cent 
of their members have gone back 
to work despite the many threats 
of reprisals.

The local also decided not to 
go back to work, regardless of 
the CSU strike, until the studios 
sign an agreement with it for a 
higher rate of pay. They denied 
the authority of Roy Brewer, 
IATSE vice-president, to make 
any settlement for them, as he 
had done in a back-door agree
ment with the producers.

Mothers Fight Discrimination 
Against Chicago Negro Pupils

By Robert L. Birchman
(Special to The M ilita n t)

CHICAGO, Oct. 31—A delega
tion of 14 mothers representing 
citizens of the near West Side 
this week protested the transfer 
of Negro pupils from Reese 
School to the already overcrowd
ed Smyth and Medill Schools. 
Their indignation brought an 
announcement from District Sup
erintendent of Schools Lang that 
transfers will stop pending fur
ther Investigation, and that the 
matter will be taken up with the 
Board of Education.

Boundary lines of the Reese 
school district were recently 
changed by a jerrymandering 
process. Negro .students living 
within a few blocks of the school 
were transferred to Smyth and 
Medill, forcing them to walk 
considerable distances across 
heavily trafficked streets. Reese 
School is 85 to 90 per cent white 
and can accommodate an addi
tional 200 or more pupils. 
OVERCROWDED

The all-Negro Smyth and Med
ill schools are already overcrowd
ed, with classes being held in 
basement rooms. Some classes 
are reported as 'numbering 60; 
another has 73 students.' The 
double shift system already pre
valent ,in South Side schools is 
being introduced. Under this 
setup the children attend classes 
only for a half a day.

Mothers in the neighborhood, 
particularly those in the Rupert 
Brook Housing Project, have or
ganized in the Brook Guild and 
are preparing for an all-out fight 
on the issue.

Wages, Prices and Profits,

The Source Of 
Monopoly Profits

B y Warren Creel ■

A mass meeting was held on 
Monday night in the Community 
Center to protest the discrimin
ation and outline ,a plan of ac
tion. Speakers included: Charles 
Gibson, district representative. 
National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People; 
Mr. Darby of the West Side Civ
ic League; Michael Bartell, Chi
cago organizer of the Socialist 
Workers Party; Gerald Bullock, 
chairman of CORE (Committee 
of Racial Equality); John Gray, 
executive secretary, Chicago lo
cal, National Negro Congress; 
and Delores Gerrard, American 
Youth for Democracy.
HOW TO FIGHT

Bartell pointed out that the 
city officials and boss politicians 
responsible for discrimination in 
the schools will act only when 
mass pressure is brought to bear. 
He cited the victorious fight 
against Jim Crow at the White 
City Roller Rink as an example 
of how to fight discrimination.
MASS ACTION

“Delegations to city officials 
have meaning only when they 
are backed by militant mass ac
tion,” declared "Bartell. He an
nounced that the Chicago CIO 
Council at its last meeting passed 
a motion to support the fight 
against discrimination in the 
schools, and that Henry McGee, 
president of the Chicago NAACP 
had pledged full cooperation. 
"United action will end Jim Crow 
in this area in the schools,” 
Bartell concluded.

To get the largest am ount of p ro fit, a  monopoly sets 
its price a t “a ll the tra ffic  w ill bear." This is a price Just 
below' the point where sales would fa ll o ff  and cut down 
the to ta l am ount of p ro fit.

A monopoly price is lim ited  by w hat- the buyers are  
able and w illing  to,pay. A  monopoly holds production down 
and creates enough a rtif ic ia l scarcity to bring prices up to  
th is most p rofitable point. I t  gets high profits, but i t  has 
no fear th a t the h igh  profits w ill a ttra c t other business 
enterprisers who would increase the supply and thus bring  
the price down. The monopoly has the power to keep o ther  
business enterprisers out. T h a t’s why i t ’s a monopoly.

The monopoly p a tte rn  is to hold production-dow n, 
hold prices up, and collect h igh profits. I t  worked very well 
a t firs t. The S tandard O il monopoly, w hich we have used 
as an example, paid cash dividends of 40 to 50 per cent a year 
in  its early days. Thus the owners got back alm ost h a lf  
th e ir o rig inal investm ent every year.

Monopolies were not lim ited  by com petitive prices, 
so it  seemed t^iey were free from  the old economic laws. 
In  fac t some capita list economists boast th a t monopoly 
brings a new and stable organization of capitalism . B u t 
such economists are misled’ by th e ir trust in  money price- 
tags. To see w h at really  happens, i t  is necessary to use 
the M a rx is t m ethod of looking firs t a t labor-value and  
production.

P ro fit comes from  production. The monopolies try  
to get more p ro fit by allowing less production. Th is  is 
sure to defeat Itse lf in  the long run.

Looking a t i t  in  terms of labor-value, we see th a t  
when the monopolies hold down production they allow th e ir  
workers to produce less labor-value, and therefore less sur
plus-value. B ut the monopolies sell a t h igh  prices, so they  
get in  exchange a large am ount of labor-value. They get 
in  exchange more labor-value than  th e ir monopolized in 
dustries produce. T h a t means th a t the monopoly capitalists  
take away a p a rt of the surplus value from  other capitalists  
in  com petitive industry.

Thus monopolies get super-profits only because they  
drain  away p a rt of the surplus-value from  industries th a t  
still are com petitive.

Monopolies drain  surplus-value in  two ways: (1) by 
selling a t h igh  prices to other industries; (2) by selling a t  
high prices to workers employed in  other Industries. The  
f irs t method drains surplus-value directly. I f  o ther indus
tries must pay high prices for oil, or ra ilroad  fre ig h t, or 
electric power, etc., they m ust pay out p a rt of th e ir norm al 
surplus-value, and it  ends up in  the hands of the monopoly. 
The second m ethod works through wages. I f  workers m ust 
pay more fo r oil, o r electricity, or shoes, th a t raises th e ir  
cost of living. On the average th e ir employers must pay 
higher wages to m eet the h igher cost of living. This in 
crease in  wages goes through the hands of the workers and  
ends up in  the hands of the monopoly.

T h a t ’s how the monopolies work the trick  of seeming 
to violate the laws of economics. They don’t  get m ore  
p ro fit out of less production. B ut they seem to, because 
they drain  surplus-value from  com petitive industries which  
are carrying on production.

T h a t ’s w hat paid profits like 50 per cent a year to the  
early monopolies. B ut when we see the process in  term s  
of labor value I t  is p la in  th a t th is w ill not w ork a fte r a ll 
the basic industries have become monopolies.

In  the age of monopoly there is no large section o f 
com petitive industry fo r the monopolies to d ra in  surplus- 
value from . W hen the  monopolies raise prices they are  
raising prices on each other. W hen they raise the cost of 
liv ing  to the workers they raise each o ther’s wage costs.

There is no longer a large am ount of com petitive pro
duction. The day of monopoly p ro fit ends. The monopolies 
drop down to the surplus value th a t they can get out o f 
production; and this is not a t a ll the style of p ro fit to 
which they have become accustomed. Thus the monopolies 
are lim ited  jifs t as sharply as com petitive industry by the  
law  of value.

A t this stage the easy pickings from  com petitive vic
tim s are gone. The monopolies stand p itted  against each 
other in  a contest fo r m arkets and p ro fit. And now cap ita l
ism brings com petition, no longer on a sm all scale, bu t as a 
furious struggle between giants. Monopoly produces com
petition  on a h igher level.

Next week: How Monopolies Compete

How I Answered The House Witch-Hunt Committee
By Eloise Gordon I

P IT T S B U R G H — Although I  knew the unsavory record 
and composition of the House Com m ittee on U n-A m erican  
Activities, m y actual m eeting w ith  i t  in  W ashington two
weeks ago filled  me w ith  a-s>----------------------------- - --------------
revulsion th a t has not le ft  mlttee was indicated by their 
me yet.

When I  was subpoenaed to 
appear before the committee, I  
was non-plussed. Whrit could 
they ever expect to get out of 
me, who worked for a living six 
days a week and acted as a M il
itant reporter in my free time?
My only connection with the 
power workers’ strike here was 
in truthfully reporting their 
fight in The Militant.

The shabby game of this com-

M ail This Coupon W ith 50c For A 6-Month Subscription To

THE MILITANT
A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

Published in the interests of the working people. 
The only newspaper in this country that tells the 
truth about labor’s struggles for a better world.

You may start my subscription to The M ilitant for 6 months 
I enclose 50 cents (coin or stamps) □

Send me The M ilitan t at your regular rate of $1 for 12 months. 
I enclose 51 (coin, stamps or Money Orderj □

Name

Street.

City..

State

(Please Print)

»«MttMtadnnMtiM Apt.. 

Postal Zone..

secretiveness at the hearing. 
Their first move was to bar some 
15 newspaper reporters sent to 
cover the hearing.

Joe Hansen, Associate Editor 
of The Militant, was physically 
ejected when he challenged the 
committee’s right to question 
m e-with ‘no witnesses present. 
Other reporters later said this 
was most unusual as this was 
the largest press coverage the 
committee had received to date.

The Committee, through its 
counselor inquisitor, E r n i e  
Adamson, then proceeded behind 
closed doors with trying to 
blame me, as a “foreign agita
tor," for the power strike. This 
was • right up the line of Rep. 
Wood of Georgia, the chairman, 
and Rep. Rankin of Mississippi, 
idols of the Ku Kluxers, who In 
their own states consider every
one who speaks on behalf of la
bor and the Negro people as a 
"foreign agitator.”

Ernie Adamson unfolded the 
“evidence” to make me the basis 
for the red scare of the power 
workers’ fight for better wages 
and decent conditions. His line 
of questioning proved so slim 
that even Wood could not help 
displaying his frustration.

I  have lived in Pittsburgh for 
over a year and a half. Due to 
an illness in my family A  had 
made a six-week visit to San 
Francisco during the summer. 
Before taking up residence in 
Pittsburgh, I  had lived in Cali
fornia and as a member of the 
Socialist Worker« Party, K bad

El o is e  Go r d o n

taken part in the workers’ strug
gles there.

From these facts the commit
tee tried to erect its case. Adam
son showed me a photo of myself 
in jail when I  was arrested as a 
picket In the 1936 San Francisco 
waterfront strike. Looking to 
"trap” rile, he shot the question: 
“Why were you booked under a 
false name?” I  explained that 
the San Francisco police work
ed with the employers, and that 
all of us fighting against the 
employers had to use such pro
tective measures.

Had I  worked for Harry 
Bridges? No, I  told them. He 
supported the policy of the Stal
inists (Communist Party) and 
we Trotskyists oppose the Stal
inists because they are betrayers 
of the workers’ movement. But 
they stopped me before I  could 
fully explain, when they realized 
that our opposition to Stalin
ism is motivated by working- 
class principle* and J* the exact

opposite of the Committee’s red
baiting aims.

I  asked them why they did not 
investigate the “Un-American” 
scaridal of the New York elec
tions where the Democratic 
Party, of which Rankin and 
Wood are members, conspired to 
ban the Socialist Workers Party 
from the ballot. That stumped 
them. This witch-hunting com
mittee of labor-haters and fas
cist-minded Ku Kluxers snoops 
every place except where civil 
rights are threatened.

I  called Wood’s attention to 
the Georgia lynchings, and ask
ed him why he did not clean up 
his own house. He told me 
sharply that I  was there to be 
questioned and not to question.

Because of my six-week leave 
from my Job, Adamson implied 
that my waitress-work was a 
mere cover for "subversive” ac
tivity. Didn’t  I  just work “on 
occasion”? I  said six days a 
week was “occasion” enough for 
me, and asked how much time 
they put In for their $25,000 a 
year.

They showed their feeling of 
complete failure finally by the 
perfunctory manner In which 
they put to me the brief series 
of questions supposedly making 
me directly responsible for the 
Pittsburgh strike. Hadn’t I  talk
ed to Mueller, the president of 
the striking union, in an ad
visory capacity? “Absolutely 
not.”

Finding themselves with noth
ing that could tangibly connect 
me with the strike, they ex
pressed their helplessness by 
the parting statement of Con
gressman Wood; “I  hope that 
the Committee has not been of
fensive to you.”

Aside from his tone of defeat, 
Wood’s remark puzzled me at 
the time, because I  had clearly 
indicated that I  felt the hear
ing in itself offensive and I  had 
flatly charged that the com
mittee’s real motive was to smear 
the power strike.

After the hearing, I  discover
ed that this concern for my 
“feelings" was as hypocritical as 
the entire hearing itself. Adam
son told a reporter of the Pitts
burgh Sun-Telegraph: “We got 
Mrs. Gordon so cooperative that 
she volunteered to help. She Is 
going to help us collect Informa
tion.”

This is a base lie.
My appearance before the 

committee was Involuntary. I  
was subpoenaed. I  demanded 
that the Committee make the

hearing public. Recorded in the 
transcript of my testimony is the 
repeated demand that they make 
this transcript available for pub
lication.

Fortunately, Adamson’s dirty 
lie has been refuted by reports 
in scores of newspapers through
out the country which carried 
my account of what went on in 
the hearing and my denuncia
tion of the Committee and all 
its works. Neither Adamson nor 
Wood has dared to contradict 
my published statement.

This last petty, lying trick, 
merely reveals further the un
scrupulous character of the re
actionary scum on the House 
Committee on Un-American ac
tivities. Cooperate with them? 
I ’d sooner spend my time with 
rattlesnakes.
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CSpecial to The M ilitant)
ATHENS, Greece, Oct. 14 — The firs t o fficial debate 

ever held in  Greece between the Communist-Internationist 
Party (Fourth International) and the Communist (Stalin
ist) Party took place yesterday. The Trotskyist and Stal
in is t speakers debated "the® 
domestic situation in Greece 
and the duties of the work-

How Russian Workers Paved 
The Way To A Better World

lng class.”
The monarchist government 

tried to prevent the debate by 
withholding permission for a 
public meeting. Only after great 
pressure from the workers did 
the Minister of Public Order 
grant a permit and then he 
confined the meeting to a small 
hall.

The' Stalinist spokesmen 
blamed the British for the fright
ful conditions in Greece. They 
held that no class struggle is 
possible so long as British troops 
remain.
TROTSKYIST POSITION

The Trotskyist speakers flay
ed the policy of class collabora
tion which was followed by the 
Stalinist Party during the war. 
This policy of betrayal, explain
ed the Trotskyists, placed the 
mass movement at the mercy of 
the Greek capitalists and foreign 
imperialism.

The tragic consequences of this 
policy, declared the Trotskyists, 
car be seen in the present fur
ious attack against the toiling 
classes, since it gave the reaction 
an opportunity to reorganize its 
forces.

The Trotskyists outlined the 
Marxist method of fighting Bri-

tish imperialism and its local 
tools. They advocated organizing 
and leading the toilers in a 
struggle for better conditions and 
higher wages. They advocated 
explaining to the British soldiers 
and sailors the need for the in
ternational solidarity of the 
working people.

Finally they proposed a united 
front of all working class parties 
around such issues as the dis
solution of the ouppet parlia
ment and the eleftion of a Con- 
tituent Assembly, the withdrawal 
of British troops, and the organ
ization of factory and neighbor
hood committees of the workers.

After the speakers finished, 
five questions for each party were 
permitted from the floor.

In  the organization of the de-

bate, the Stalinists had insisted 
on limiting the audience to invi
tation. The Trotskyists wished to 
widen the attendance to all in
terested workers no matter what 
their party affiliation. The Trot
skyists gave a number of their 
invitations to Stalinist workers.

The Stalinist leaders insisted 
on having the audience vote on 
which side had “won” the de
bate. The Trotskyists opposed 
this, as they held the value of the 
debate lay in the enlightenment 
which the presentation of con
flicting views would give the 
workers. The results of a vote, 
said the Trotskyists, could easily 
ne predicted since the majority 
of workers attending belonged 
to the Stalinist organization.

As was expected, the balloting 
gave 189 votes for the Trotskyists 
and 548 for the Stalinists.

This debate is the • first of a 
series arranged to present the 
political and programmatic dif
ferences between the two parties.

The O nly Road

Anti-Fascist Record Of 
5 French Candidates

The following brief biographical sketches of five lead
ing French Trotskyist candidates in the Nov. 10 elections 
give a graphic picture of the consistent struggle of the 
Trotskyists against capital-®-
ism and Hitlerism, often 
under the most dangerous

Why Wall Street War-Mongers 
Greet “Disarmament” Slogan

( Continued from  Page 1)
by imperialist politicians to cov
er up their preparations for war.

Adolf Hitler, for example, 
found the slogan of disarmament 
of great aid in building up Ger
man armaments in preparation 
for the Second World War. Ger
many had been completely dis
armed. When the other powers 
f ’ed to disarm, Hitler pointed 
to that fact to try to justify his 
building up the “defenses” of 
German capitalism. Small won
der Hitler sent his “warm 
thanks" to Franklin D. Roosevelt 
for declaring in favor- of arma
ment reduction.

Another striking instance of 
the role of the disarmament slo
gan is shown in relation to the 
atomic bomb. This frightful in
strument of destruction was de
veloped, as everyone knows, by 
American capitalism. I t  was de
liberately employed against civil
ian populations.

Yet the very same imperial
ists who added the atomic bomb 
to their arsenals were likewise 
the first to call for “outlawing” 
it!

Ever since the people of Hiro
shima and Nagasaki were disin
tegrated, roasted to death, or 
doomed to the lingering radio
active horrors of the bomb, the 
American capitalist press has 
campaigned for “outlawing" it. 
Nevertheless, the Truman Ad
ministration has continued man
ufacturing and stockpiling that 
bomb on a 24-hour basis!

And Senator Austin in his re
sponse to Molotov, repeated H it
ler’s formula, varying it only in 
accordance with the different 
situation faced by a "victor” 
power armed to the teeth: “After 
the last war we made the mis
take of disarming unilaterally. 
We shall not repeat that mis
take.”

These examples show that the 
Slogan of disarmament is util
ized by the warmongers as part 
of their preparations for war.

Historic experience in all previ
ous wars proves that the call for 
disarmament is a certain sign 
the ruling class is getting ready 
for another conflict.

As the militarists ready the 
war machine, the diplomats, 
politicians and publicity experts 
begin selling the war to the pub 
lie. The demand for disarma
ment is part of this publicity.

Thus the editor of tfee N. Y. 
Times, commenting on Molo
tov's proposal, declares that the 
United States "has always ad
vocated, and led the way in 
achieving, limitation of arma
ments.” Wall Street’s "success” 
can be seen in two world wars in 
a quarter of a century and in to
day’s preparations for a Third 
World War.

How calling for arms reduc
tion paves the way for bigger 
armaments is easily seen. I f  the 
“enemy” doesn’t disarm, then 
how can “we” be expected to 
throw away “our” arms? You 
can’t , disarpi “unilaterally.” 
Meanwhile a bristling display 
of force will impress the “en
emy” far more than a display 
of “weakness.” And so the arms 
race continues its vicious course. 
Washington’s leadership in world 
disarmament has converted the 
United States into the most col
ossal military power the earth 
has seen.

War can be ended only by re
moving its root cause. That 
means ending the capitalist sys
tem which puts profits above 
human welfare. Only under 'so
cialism can genuine disarmament 
be achieved. Under socialism 
wars will be as outmoded as 
cannibalism.
. With the basic cause of war 
eliminated then all the symp
toms that accompany the drive 
toward war will be eliminated 
too—including the vast burden 
of armaments that now weighs 
down on the nations of man
kind.

conditions.
In  the first sector of the Seine 

Department the chief candidate 
is Paul Parisot, 27-year-old 
journalist who joined the Bol- 
shevik-Leninist Group in 1934, 
and who was a member of the 
Central Committee of the Re
volutionary Socialist Youth un
til 1939.

After demobilization Parisot 
was active in the underground. 
Continually hunted by the police, 
he was arrested in 1944. He was 
a member of the Central Com
mittee of the PCI during illegal
ity, and is one of the present 
members of its Political Bureau.

Pierre Boussel, 26 years old, is 
the candidate in the third sec
tor of the Seine Department. 
Member of the present Political 
Bureau of the PCI and a mem
ber of militant workers’ organ
izations since 1934, he was ar
rested by Daladier in 1940 but 
escaped in the same year. He 
was an active member of the 
PCI during illegality.
ARRESTED IN  ENGLAND

In  the * fifth sector Pierre 
Frank, 40-year-old engineer, is 
the PCI candidate. In  1925 he 
joined the Communist JParty 
(SFIC) and was expelled as a 
Trotskyist in 1929. Since then 
he has been prominent amongst 
the leaders of the French Trot
skyist movement. In  May, 1939 
he was driven underground by 
the police because of his revolu
tionary activity. Later he was 
compelled to go to England 
where he worked with the Eng
lish Trotskyists.

In  1940 Frank was arrested 
and placed in a prison camp for 
three years. He returned to 
France in March, 1946 and was 
again sentenced for one year, 
but the sentence was quashed. 
At present a member of the 
Political Bureau and leading 
party committees.

In  the Seine-et-Oise Depart
ment, Ivan Cralpeau, 34-year- 
old teacher, is the candidate. 
Foundation member of the 
Communist Youth in Vendee 
and foundation member of the 
Leninist Youth Movement 
(Trotskyist). Member of the 
Central Committee of the Re
volutionary Socialist Youth 
movement and of the Interna
tionalist Workers Party (PO I). 
Many times arrested in Holland 
and France for anti-fascist ac
tivity.

In  1939 together with comrade 
Marcoux, Craipeau published 
L’Etincelle, an illegal paper. In  
1940, together with Marcel Hie, 
he published La Verite, the 
underground revolutionary pa
per. During the occupation he 
had many narrow escapes from 
the Gestapo—being wounded 
once. Member of the .Central 
Committee of the PCI since its 
foundation and a member of its 
present political Bureau.

In  the Department of Bou- 
ches-au-Rhone, Albert Dema- 
zlere, 31-year-old civil service 
worker. In  1935 he was a mem
ber of the Amsterdam-Pleyel 
Students Anti-Fascist Move
ment: in 1936 joined the Trot
skyist movement. Because of his 
part in the teachers’ strike of 
1938 he is permanently prevent
ed from teaching.

After demobilization in 1940 
Demaziere participated in the 
underground reorganization of 
the PCI. Arrested in 1942, he 
was kept in Fort de Saint N i
colas in Marseilles, and sentenc
ed to hard labor for life. He es
caped in October, 1943 with the 
aid of the Maquis of Auvergne. 
Member of the Central Commit
tee and Political Bureau of the 
PCI.

What Trotskyists Defend 
Today In The Soviet Union

By Joseph Hansen ®~
Today in  the Soviet Union nationalized property, the 

great conquest of the November 1917 revolution, s till 
remains.

The possession and control of the nation’s industries by 
single individuals is the dis-®- 

■tinguishing mark of capital- ‘ 
ism. Private property, mean
ing the decisive power of indivi
dual owners over industry, is the 
basis of capitalism. Private pro
perty places profits over human 
welfare, since the worker is hired 
not for the primary purpose of 
producing goods for human use 
but in order to assure the in
dustrial plutocrat a profit.

Under nationalized property 
in tl}e USSR vthe industrial rule 
of the individual capitalist is 
destroyed. And no matter what 
other remnants of capitalism may 
still persist, this fact alone lays 
down the foundation for a new 
type of society — socialism.

The great power of centralized 
planning, made possible by the 
nationalization of indust' y, with
stood the acid test of World War 
H: The Soviet Union survived 
the onslaught of the mightiest 
war machine in European his
tory thanks, above all, to the fact 
that the Soviet masses rallied 
to the defense of the nationalized 
property.

Despite the evils of the Kremlin 
regime, the Russian people were 
convinced of the superiority of 
the soviet system of property over 
the capitalist system. And this 
conviction gave them the courage 
and the will to repel the attack 
of German imperialism.

Virtually all the other con
quests of the November 1917 re
volution, however, have been li
quidated.

After touching the .greatest 
heights yet achieved by man
kind in putting scientific order 
into human relations, the revo
lutionary tide receded. Counter
revolutionary forces seized power.
These reactionary elements are 
seen most clearly in the Image of

LEON TROTSKY

Stalin, an obscure figure in the 
revolutionary period, unknown 
outside the inner circles of the 
Bolshevik Party.

Stalin crushed the Bolshevik 
Party that had been built by 
Lenin. Stalin exiled tens of thous
ands of Bolsheviks. He stood 
thousands before firing squads. 
He executed all Lenin’s general 
staff of revolution. He murdered 
Leon Trotsky, whose name is in- 
divisibly associated with all the 
greatest achievements of Lenin.

Stalin stamped out all demo
cracy in the soviet organs of gov
ernment. In  place of the regime 
of Lenin’s and Trotsky’s time, 
Stalin instituted dictatorial per
sonal rule. His political party 
prohibits the organization of any 
opposition. In  elections the people 
are permitted to vote for only 
one slate of hand-picked candi
dates.

The rule of the Stalin bureau-

Celebrate 29th Anniversary 
A t Rally Of SWP In New York

NEW YORK, Nov. 1—In  a 
festive atmosphere, over 300 
workers tonight celebrated 
the 29th Anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution and final 
election rally held by the So
cialist Worker» Party here in 
the Hotel Capitol. Main speak
ers of the evening were James P. 
Cannon, SWP National Secre
tary, and Farrell Dobbs, SWP 
candidate for Governor in New 
York.

“Tonight, as we celebrate for 
the 29th time the great Russian 
Revolution, we are also celebrat
ing the wind-up of the Socialist 
Workers Party election cam
paign,” said Cannon. “This is a 
single celebration devoted to two 
phases of one and the same 
thing.

“The Russian Revolution was 
the social transformation of the 
world. Our election campaign 
in six states is a continuation 
of that struggle, and a very im
portant contribution to the de
velopment of the world revolu
tion.”

Farrell Dobbs contrasted the

Marxist program and working- 
class candidates of the SWP to 
the corrupt Democratic and Re-1 
publican politicians who ride to 
office on a program of lies and 
broken promises, and who vie 
with each other to serve Wall 
Street profiteers. He explained 
why the Democratic Party, with 
the aid of the Republican Party, 
conspired to prevent the SWP 
from appearing on the ballot.

"They fear the Socialist Work
ers Party. They are determined 
to prevent us from getting an 
indication of our growing sup
port from the workers of this 
city who are beginning to turn 
away in disgust from both cap
italist parties.”

George Clarke, Organizer of 
the New York Local of the SWP, 
gave an inspiring report of the 
great achievements of the New 
York SWP election campaign, 
the most ambitious ever under
taken by the party.

The M ilitant Chorus opened 
the meeting with the singing of 
two revolutionary songs, and the 
meeting closed with the mass 
singing of “The International.”

cracy rests on the terror of a 
secret police, generally known 
as the GPU but now called the 
NKVD. This secret police has in 
its power between ten and twen
ty million workers, condemned 
for political opposition to the re
gime and doomed to slave labor. 
The NKVD silences all voices 
who indicate in any way their 
longing for democracy.

Periodic purges terrorize the 
population. Exile, prisons, slave 
labor, firing squads have up to 
now proved effective in breaking 
up attempts of the working class 
to regenerate the*Soviet govern
ment.

The Stalinist regime has re
stored privileges in the Soviet Un
ion. The government bureau
cracy, living on a luxurious basis, 
is fastened like a debilitating 
parasitic growth on the workers’ 
state. So thick and powerful has 
this growth become, that the 
free of the workers’ state can 
scarcely be seen.

Not the least of the crimes of 
the Stalin bureaucracy is the 
foul torrent of lies it has poured 
on the Trotskyist movement that 
has fought since 1923 for the pro
gram of Leninism. The Stalin 
bureaucracy has completely re
written the history of the So
viet Union. Even the best known 
and most common facts about 
the origin of the Soviet Union 
have been revised and recom
posed in order to slander Trot
sky and paint Stalin as some 
latter-day divinity.

These crimes of Stalinism have 
served to obscure in the minds 
of many workers the progres
sive character of the Soviet Un
ion itself. But the workers must 
not permit Stalin’s crimes to 
blind them to the necessity of 
defending this great historical 
conquest of the world working 
class.
DEFEND USSR

I f  the imperialists destroy the 
Stalin regime, they will • also 
destroy nationalized property. 
They will restore capitalism in 
Russia in its most bestial forms 
and dismember the country into 
colonies. Thereby ' imperialism 
would gain a new lease on life, 
or more correctly, the better op
portunity to crush the workers 
everywhere and to destroy all 
civilization. The overthrow of 
Stalinism, in the progressive 
sense, can be the task of the 
workers alone.

I f  the Stalin bureaucracy con
tinues in office long enough, then 
the eventual restoration of capi
talism is inevitable. This can oc
cur either through a successful 
military attack by Anglo-Amer
ican imperialism or by an inter
nal capitalist counter-revolu
tion.
' That is why the Trotskyist 

movement has fought to over
throw the Stalin regime and to 
replace it with a democratic re
gime.

But the new regime in the So
viet Union advocated by the 
Trotskyists would .renovate the 
government apparatus and re
store the revolutionary program 
and policies of Lenin and Trot
sky. The Trotskyists would pre
serve nationalized property and 
build upon it as the most im
portant single conquest of the 
November 1917 revolution.

What Is the importance to American workers of the 
November 7, 1917 revolution in  Russia?

The campaign of war propaganda now pouring out of 
Wall Street against the Soviet Union is in part designed 
to cover up and hide the®~ 
meaning o f . that revolution 
to America.

In  addition, some workers, re
volted by the crimes of the 
Stalin regime, tend to forget 
the place of the Bolshevik re
volution in the history of the 
labor movement.

I t  is well to refresh our minds 
about that great event.

In  the first place, the Novem
ber 1917 revolution dealt a death 
blow to one of the most op
pressive, autocratic and' back
ward regimes that have sur
vived into modern times. Czarist 
rule in its day was the symbol 
of the worst evils of monarchy.
I t  protected and nurtured the 
remnants of serfdom. I t  fostered 
ignorance and illiteracy. I t  
spread superstition. I t  fomented 
the lynch-murders known in 
those days as “pogroms.” I t  was 
the breeding ground of the worst 
racial and national prejudices.
The Czar ruled like a brutal 
jailer over an empire which 
Lenin called the "prison house 
of nations.”
• The workers of the world hat
ed Czarism the way they hate 
fascism today. When the Rus
sian workers overthrew Czarism, 
the entire world hailed this mag
nificent victory.
EVEN GREATER

But the Russian 'workers ac
complished a task even greater 
than the destruction of Czar
ism.

They smashed the capitalist 
system in Russia. For the first 
time in history the working class 
gained state power and set up a 
Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern
ment.

The Bolshevik revolution was 
the first great revolt against 
the slaughter of the First World 
War. The workers everywhere 
recognized this revolution as the 
working class answer to imper
ialist war. The November re
volution showed how- to remove

Next W eek
Next week The M ilitant will 

feature excerpts from an ad
dress on “The 29th Anniver
sary of the Russian Revolu
tion,” by James P. Cannon, 
National Secretary of the So
cialist Workers Party. This 
speech was delivered at title 
final election rally of the 
SWP New York Local at Cap
itol Hotel on Nov. 1.

Don’t miss this important 
speech. Make sure you get 
your copy of next week’s M il
itant.

the basic cause of war. I t  
pointed to a new society free 
from war and all the other ills 
of capitalism such as poverty, 
hunger, and unemployment.

The legislation passed by the 
Soviet government in the days 
of Lenin and Trotsky laid the 
basis for the transition from 
capitalist society to socialist so
ciety. The Bolsheviks ended the 
rule of the capitalists in Industry 
and the rule of big land-holders 
in the countryside. The workers 
set up their own control over 
enterprise and rapidly passed to 
direct management of the indus
trial machine.

Through a vast network of 
committees, called "soviets,” 
they integrated the economy,

LENIN

ending the destructive rule of 
the capitalists. These commit
tees represented the highest 
form of democracy the world has 
yet seen, since they brought 
democracy right into the fac- 

( torles.
The most important .single 

conquest of the workers was the 
nationalization of industry. This 
meant that the Workers’ and 
Farmers’ Government exercised 
supreme control over the banks, 
the transportation system, in
dustry and foreign trade.

On this foundation, the Bol
sheviks passed the most pro
gressive legislation the world 
has yet seen. Racial and natio
nal inequality were ended. Wo
men and children were lifted out 
of the semi-slavery previously 
imposed on them. Education 
took giant strides forward.
PLANNED ECONOMY

Finally, the Bolsheviks began 
instituting a planned economy. 
This meant the coordination and 
development of the Soviet Un
ion’s economy in accordance 
with a scientific, over-all plan. 
In  a few years the Soviet Union 
demonstrated the advantages of 
such planning, accomplishing in 
a brief time what the capitalist 
countries had taken decades to 
accomplish.

For American workers the 
most valuable accomplishment 
of the Russian workers undoubt- 
ly was their organization of the 
Bolshgvlk party. I t  was the 
political party founded by Lenin 
that made possible the success
ful overthrow of capitalism.

The Bolsheviks took the teach
ings of Karl Marx as their pro
gram. The theories developed by 
Marx as amplified by Lenin and 
Trotsky enabled them to lead 
the Russian workers as an in
vincible army in the political 
field against the capitalist 
political parties.

The Bolsheviks worked out a 
combination of democracy and 
centralism that gave the rank 
and file control over the leader
ship while assuring the advan
tages of unified direction.

The teachings and experience« 
of the Bolshevik party are an 
Invaluable heritage in ,tha  
political battle of American labor 
against the rule of Wall Street.

As the American workers be
gin seriously organizing on the 
political field, they will find that 
the Bolshevik party blazed the 
trail for them. I f  the American 
workers follow in the footstep« 
of the Russian workers who ac
complished the November 191T 
overturn, then the victory of so
cialism is assured in the United 
States.

Celebrate the 29th Anniversary o f

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

In Chicago
Sunday, Nov. 10, 8 p.m.

Speakers:
GRACE CARLSON

ARNE SWABECK HOOT RASMUSSEN 
SWP Headquarters: 777 W . Adams St.

V

In Akron
Celebration And Social 

Saturday, Nov. 9, 8 p.m.
Speaker: MILTON GENECIN, SWP Organizer 
SWP Headquarters: 8 So. Howard St.

In Detroit
Sunday, Nov. 10, 3 p.m.

Speaker:
SOL DOLLINGER, Flint SWP Organizer 
SWP Headquarters: 6108 Linwood

in Boston
Friday, Nov. 8, 8 p.m.

Speaker: LAWRENCE P. TRAINOR, SWP Organizer 
Workers Educational Centre 30 Stuart St.

New Haven, Conn.
Saturday, Nov. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Speaker: DAVID WEISS
New Haven Labor School 853 Grand Avef

Greek Trotskyists Debate 
Program With Stalinists
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"Disarmament is not a 
means against war, since, 
as the experience of Ger
many itself shows • • • 
the possibility of new 
and very rapid rearma
ment is inherent in mod
ern industrial technique. 
'General' d is a r mament, 
even if  ft could be real-, 
¡zed, would only mean 
the strengthening, of the 
military superiority of 
the more and powerful 
industrial countries." 
_______ —Leon Trotsky

Campaign Promises
In  his Oct. 31 radio address over W JZ, F a r

re ll Dobbs, Socialist W orkers P arty  candidate  
fo r  New Y ork  Governor, stated some truths  
th a t  the  A m erican workers should keep in  
m ind  a fte r  the 1946 elections are over.

Dobbs said, “ In  a few  days, the street clean
ers w ill sweep up the leafle ts  and folders of 
th e  capita lis t parties. A nd garbage trucks w ill 
h a u l the lit te r  away. As they dum p th a t  cam 
paign propaganda of the cap ita lis t parties into  
th e  incinerators and i t  goes up in  the smoke, 
w h a t w ill happen to the promises so freely  
dished out by the Republicans and Democrats?

“Just rem em ber w hat happened to a ll the  
promises they made in  previous elections. The  
road to he ll is said .to be paved w ith  good in 
tentions. B u t the  Democrats, and Republicans 
pave th e ir way to office w ith  broken, promises.”

Is n ’t  th a t the tru th?  Isn^t th a t w h at’s hap
pened a fte r every election, n $  m a tte r which  
boss p arty  won? Isn ’t  i t  true th a t only W a ll 
Street has been the w in n er cash tim e?

Hoover promised a “chicken in  every pot.” 
B u t we got the worst depression in  a ll history.

Roosevelt promised to “drive the money
changers from  the Tem ple” and to bring u n i
versal prosperity. He could only end the de
pression by breaking the promise th a t he made 
“ again, and again, and again th a t Am erican  
boys w ill never be sent to  f ig h t on foreign soli.” 
B ut they were sent and the m illionaire  money
changers became billionaires.

T ru m an  promises to m ake good on Roose
v e lt’s promise of a B ill of R ights fo r labor. 
B u t he called fo r the d ra ftin g  of strikers and 
smashed the railroad strike.

A ll the capita list politicians promised peace 
and p len ty  “a fte r the w ar.” B u t w h a t the  
workers and veterans are getting is m eat 
shortages, robber prices, no housing, warnings  
of a new depression and preparations fo r a new  
world war.

T h a t ’s the real picture. And nobody really  
believes i t ’s going to change because more 
Dem ocrats or more Republicans have just been 
elected to office.

T h a t p icture won’t  be changed unless the  
workers and a ll the poor, oppressed sections 
o f the  population unite  po litica lly  In to  th e ir  
own p a rty  and do the job th a t the W a ll Street 
parties always promise to do before elections 
to m ake sure i t  isn’t  done a fte r elections.

The  old saying is still good: I f  you w ant a 
job  done righ t, do i t  yourself!. I f  th e  workers 
are  to get peace, p len ty  and security, they ’ve’' 
got to get i t  themselves.

T h a t means: Build an Independent Labor 
P a rty  r ig h t N O W ! D on’t  w a it u n til 1948— or 
'50— or '52! Labor won’t  be in  any stronger 
position a fte r  a depression h its  or a fte r  the  
fascists are rid ing  h igh  or a fte r the atonj. 
bombs are unleashed.

“ Company Security”
Last spring the top leaders of the C IO  U n it

ed Autom obile W orkers handed b illionaire  
H enry  F o rd ^ n d  the rfotorious “company secur
i t y ” clause th a t gave the company the righ t to 
“ discipline” partic ipants in  so-called “unau
thorized strikes.”

W hen  this “revolutionary p lan ” —  as UAW  
Ford  D irector R ichard  T . Leonard called I t  —  
was proposed by the U AW  leaders, The M i l i
ta n t  vigorously condemned it  as the product 
of a conspiracy between the top union leaders 
and the company to victim ize the best and  
most m ilita n t members of the union.

W e warned the workers ed ito ria lly  In  our 
January  19 issue about “ the grave peril of 
‘company security’ propositions designed to  
cripple th e ir pow erful organizations and con
v e rt them  into  hpuse-broken unions . . .  In  
th e  hands of the corporations they (such 
clauses) can be wielded to victim ize the best 
union members, ham string  the union, te rro r
ize its ranks, and cut the union to pieces.”

Last week the Ford workers learned from  
b itte r experience the tru th  of The M ilita n t’s 
w arning. They fe lt the lash of the “company 
security” clause when Ford used i t  as a weapon 
to  fire  one union m ilita n t and give lay-o ffs  
to 17 others fo r partic ipating  In  a strike a fte r  
Ford refused to introduce safety measures 
against deadly gas fumes poisoning workers 
in  his R iver Rouge open h earth  room.

I t  was argued last w in te r by the U AW  lead
ers th a t the union-busting “company security” 
clause was necessary to control “irresponsible 
elem ents.” By th a t they and the company 
m eant any workers who dared to defend th e ir

rights m ilita n tly . Now i t  turns out th a t  “i r 
responsible elem ents” are those who refuse to 
work in  peril of th e ir  lives. Leonard, the UAW 
author of the Ford “ company security” clause, 
has publicly adm itted  these workers were jus
tifie d  in  th e ir  w alkout. H e  even charged the  
company w ith  provoking the  strike.

Sure the company provoked the strike. Leon
ard and the other U AW  leaders gave the com
pany the weapon th a t emboldened i t  to  pro
voke strikes— “company security.” T h a t is why  
the Ford M otor Company last spring jo y fu lly  
announced in  fu ll page ads the signing of the  
“company security” agreement. Ford knew  
w hat a weapon it  would be In  assaulting the  
union and victim izing  its best members.

The U AW  has begun a wage cam paign and is 
reopening contracts fo r negotiation of h igher 
wages. A t the same tim e, the auto workers 
m ust f ig h t fo r the  scrapping of any and a ll 
varieties of “company security” clauses. The  
latest Ford in c iden t has proved to the h ilt  
th a t such clauses are nothing  but a means to 
destroy union security..

“ Outside Agitators”
“D ivide and ru le” is one- of the oldest m ax

ims of ru ling  oligarchies. The Rom an Caesars 
made a fine  a rt of ru ling  by dividing. And the  
Spanish conquistadores crushed the nations  
of Mexico by sk illfu lly  p laying  one against the  
other.

Today, ohè of thé outstanding form s of th is  
ancient device of ru ling  classes is red -baiting . 
In  Am erica rig h t now, W a ll S treet is doing its  
utm ost to  sp lit the labor m ovem ent wide open 
by rabid red -baiting .

Unable to beat down, the unions w ith  a head- 
on assault* Big Business Is try ing  to disrupt 
them  w ith 'fren z ied  ravings against the “reds” 
whom  they-accuse of . a ll sorts of terrib le— but 
very vague— crimes against “Am ericanism .” 
By “reds” the company propagandists, of 
course, m ean union m ilitan ts .

B ut the red -ba iting  of Big Business is not 
confined to Am erica. In  extending its rule to 
other lands, W a ll S treet has likewise exported  
red -baiting .

In  Korea, fo r example, W a ll S treet’s m ili
ta ry  representatives answer the  dem am l of 
the K orean people fo r democracy and freedom  
w ith  red -baiting . W a ll S treet’s gaulelters try  
to drive a wedge in to  the solid fro n t, of the  
K orean people by singling out the most m ili
ta n t Korean^ and p a in ting  them  as wild-eyed  
“reds.” • ...

U n a b le 'io  accuse these so-called “reds” of 
“un-A m ericanism ,” the foreign conqueror Oen. 
Hodge called them  “agitators from  outside.” 
Sound fam ilia r?

In  Japan, too, where the labor movem ent 
has been advancing w ith  g ian t strides in  re 
cent months, M a cA rth ü r’s propaganda m ach
ine  has tried  to split the Japanese workers 
w ith  red -baiting . The Japanese capitalists are 
against the w all. I f  i t  were not fo r the sup
port of Am erican Big Business, Japanese 
capitalism  would give way to a workers’ ¿state 
such as th a t forged by the Russian workers in  
November 1917.

Wall: s tree t is doing its utm ost to stave o ff 
th is tu rn  of events; and so has resorted to*the  
ancient device of try ing  to ru le by dividing  
the people.

The Am erican workers m ust not be taken  in  
by red -ba iting  e ither a t home or abroad. They  
must m a in ta in  th e ir u n ity  not only in  face of 
fro n ta l assaults but likewise against the insi
dious propaganda of professional red-baiters.

The workers o f a ll lands have a common 
cause. Answer W a ll S treet’s red -b a itin g  by 
tigh ten ing  ranks here a t home and by de
m onstrating our solidarity w ith  labor th rough
out the world!

“ Trusteeships”
The question o f “ trusteeships” is now com

ing  up fo r discussion in  the U nited  Nations. 
I t  is im portant, fo r the workers to understand  
w h at is involved here so th a t they can take  
the  correct po litica l position on th is  question.

“Trusteeship” is a deyice used by the im per
ia lis t powers to mask the extension of th e ir  
dom ination over areas conquered in  w ar. O u t
r ig h t annexation in  the brazen style o f early  
im perialism  Is too ra w  and obvious to su it to 
day’s im peria lis t diplom ats. They p refer cam 
ouflage.

U nder the  League of Nations the im peri
alists camouflaged th e ir dom ination under the  
term  “m andate.” Palestine, fo r instance, was 
placed under G reat B rita in ’s “m andate.” *

A “m andated” te rrito ry  under the League 
of Nations could not legally be fo rtified , and  

, other provisions were w ritten  down to give 
the semblance o f benignant paternalism  to 
the Im peria lis t ru ler.

The U nited  Nations are now doing away  
w ith  some of these pretensions. G rea t B rita in  
proposes to establish naval, m ilita ry  and air 
bases in  territories liketTanganyika. T he  B r it -  

.ish capitalists also wish to w rite  in  a provis
ion th a t they can convert Tanganyika  In to  a 
“strategic area” whenever they wish. They  
w ant in  addition to include this te rrito ry  in  
any customs or fiscal union they set up. They  
w ant a “ trusteeship” th a t gives B rita in  the  
r ig h t to create monopolies of a fiscal char
acter.

Thus the d iv iding line between “ trusteeship” 
and outrigh t annexation is so th in  th a t i t  can 
be disregarded fo r a ll practica l purposes.

The T ru m an  A dm in istration  has gone even 
fu rth e r th an  B rita in  In  this question. On N o
vember 3 T ru m an  rea ffirm ed  the policy he set 
down last January th a t W ashington intended  
to keep a ll Pacific territories seized from  Ja 
pan and considered “necessary” to “security” 
in  the eyes of the Adm irals and Generals.

I f  W ashington submits its proposals* to the  
U nited  Nations fo r Approval, I t  w ill be a pure 
fo rm ality . The W a r and N avy D epartm ent 
have favored by-passing the U nited  Nations, 
and seizing these Islands outright.

The setting up of “ trusteeships” once again  
underlines the fa c t th a t the  Second W orld  W ar  
was im peria lis t in  character —  th a t i t  was 
fought fo r profits, colonies and the control 
of m arkets.

T H E  SUPPRESSED T E S TA 
M E N T  O F LE N IN , w ith  
Leon Trotsky’s artic le  ON 
L E N I N ’ S TES TA M EN T. 

; Pioneer Publishers Pocket Li
brai^, 1946, 48 pp., 25 cents. 
Stalin, who falsified the his

tory of the 1917 October Revo
lution to build the myth that he 
played a leading role in the con
quest of power, has also falsified 
and suppressed Lenin’s evalua
tion of him. Today the Stalinists 
even deny the existence of Len
in’s Testament, his final advice 
on how to organize the leader
ship of the Bolshevik Party.

Yet the authenticity of this 
document is beyond question. As 
late as 1927 Stalin admitted this, 
although even then It had been 
divulged only to a handful of 
leaders In the Bolshevik Central 
Committee.

For the first time in many 
years, this Testament will be 
available to American workers. 
Pioneer Publishers will soon re
lease it, together with an article 
written by Leon Trotsky in 1932. 
This is a new edition of a 
pamphlet issued by Pioneer in 
1935, but long out of print.

The Testament was written 
on Dec. 25, 1922, a year before 
Lenin’s death. I t  states Lenin’s 
opinions on Stalin, Trotsky, 
Zinoviev, KamenéV, Bukharin 
and Pyatakov. Today only the 
butcher Stalin survives; Trotsky 
was sfain by Stalin’s hired assas
sin: Zinoviev and Kamenev 
were wiped out in the bloody 
purge of the 1936 Moscow Trial; 
Pyatakov in the 1937 Trial; Buk
harin in the 1938 Trial.

Lenin’s final postscript called 
upon the Central Committee to 
remove Stalin from his post as

General Secretary of the Com
munist Party, to replace him 
with someone "more patient, 
more loyal, ipore polite and more 
attentive’ to comrades, less capri
cious, etc.”

Trotsky explains the back
ground of Lenin’s urgent warn
ing to the Bolshevik Party, and 
the events which followed it. 
Stalin, taking advantage of Len
in’s critical illness, was trying 
to completely bureaucratize the 
party apparatus. Lenin was 
alarmed by this.

“The disagreement in the 
sphere of national policy (be
tween Stalin and Lenin) was still 
sharper,” Trotsky wrote, than 
their differences ovef the or
ganizational policy.

“Lenin considered it necessary 
to go as far as possible to meet 
the demands and claims” for in
dependence of national minori
ties which had been oppressed 
by Czarism. But Stalin aimed at 
holding the minorities under 
domination by the central gov
ernment. Lenin lashed out di
rectly at Stalin: “I t  is, of 
course, necessary to hold Stalin 
and Dzerzhinsky responsible for 
this out-and-out Great-Russian 
nationalistic campaign,” he said.

Stalin yielded—in words—but 
continued on his' anti-Leninist 
course. His "practical policy,” 
says Trotsky, “became the more 
decisive, the worse became 
Lenin’s health.”

Lenin was not deceived. Short
ly before his death, he broke off 
his personal relations with Stalin.

“Lenin keenly sensed the ap
proach of a political crisis,” 
Trotsky continues, “and feared 
that the apparatus would stran
gle the party. The policies of

Stalin became for Lenin in th« 
past period of his life the in
carnation of a rising monster of 
bureaucratism.”

When Lenin died, Stalin re
stricted the reading of the Test
ament to the Council of Elders, 
though Lenin had addressed his 
appeal to the entire party. The 
history of this, document casts 
a spotlight on Stalin's schem- 
ings and maneuverings. But, as 
Trotsky explains, it  was not the 
fate of one document that fa 
cilitated Stalin’s rise to power.

“The mood and orientation of 
the ruling class changes accord
ing to circumstances. This is also 
true of the working class.” The 
pressure of the peasantry and 
the urban middle classes upon 
the working class, worn out by 
years of civil war, brought “a 
revival of petty-bourgeois ten
dencies in the proletariat itself 
and a first deep reaction on the 
crest of which the present H -  
reaucrattc apparatus headed by 
Stalin rose to poWer . . .

"Lenin’s letter, known under 
the name of his testament, has 
henceforth chiefly a historic in
terest. But history, we may ven
ture to think, has also its rights 
. . . The. most elementary of 
scientific demands—correctly to 
establish fact and to verify ru
mors by document—may at least 
be recommended alike to poli
tician and historian,” wrote 
Trotsky In 1932.
* Every worker seeking the truth 

about the relations between 
Lenin. Trotsky and Stalin, 
should read this pamphlet care
fully. I t  is an annihilating reply 
to many of the Stalinists’ most 
persistent slanders.

—Ruth Benson

Our Program:
1. Defend labor's standard of living!

A sliding scale of wages— an escalator wage clause in all union contracts to 
provide automatic wage increases to meet the rising cost of living! 

Organize mass consumers committees for independent action against profiteer- 
ing and price-gouging!

Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers’ control!

2. Full employment and job security for all workers and veterans!
For the 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding scale of hours— reduce the hours of 

work with no reduction in pay to prevent layoffs and unemployment! 
Government operation of oil idle plants under workers’ control! 
Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers and veterans 

during the entire period of unemployment!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strikebreaking!
No restrictions on the right to strike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitration!

4. Build an independent labor party!
5. Tax the rich, not the poor!

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government low-rent housing!
7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!

End Jim-Crow! End Anti-Semitisfn!
8. For a veterans' organization sponsored by the trade unions!
9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism and war.

Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the people vote on the 
question of war or peace!

Against capitalist conscription!
Abolish the officer caste system!
Full democratic rights in the armed forces!
Trade union wages for the armed forces!
M ilitary training of workers, financed by the government, but under control 

of the trade unions!
10. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the workers in all lands!

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples!
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

11. For a Workers' and Farmers' Government!

Profits Of Dutch Bosses 
Continued During War

While the Dutch workers and their families suf
fered and starved on rations of less than 1,000 
calories per day under the Nazi occupation, the 
Dutch capitalists continued to do flourishing busi
ness and reap lush profits. This week one of the 
golden war eggs was laid in their laps.

A stock dividend totaling 34,350,000 guilders 
(about $13,000,000) was paid on Nov. 1 to holders 
of common stock in Lever Brothers &  Unilever, 
N. V., Dutch branch of the international soap and 
margarine company, according to a Rotterdam dis
patch to the N. Y. Times.

On top of this 13 million dollar plum, paid in 4 
per cent cumulative preferred stock, cash dividends 
totaling about $4,500,000 are also being forked out 
to the wealthy profiteers. These payments represent 
a combined total of 22% per cent for the five years 
from 1939 to 1944.

What the workers got after the war was a 100 
per cent increase in prices, while their wages went 
up only 65 per cent. Now they are told that they 
must work harder and reduce their living standards 
still further, to pay for the costs of the war. The 
Dutch National Welfare Plan for 1946, recently pub
lished by the Dutch Minister of Finance, bluntly 
warns that years of great hardship lie ahead for 
the Dutch masses and that for the workers there 
is no “prosperity just around the corner.”

The Dutch workers will be called upon to save 
15 per cent of their much reduced Incomes, instead 
of 10 per cent as before the war. They will also pay 
more than a quarter of their revenue for taxes.

The Dutch Lever Brothers company is closely as
sociated with the British Lever Brothers, Ltd. The 
Boards of the two companies consist of the same 
directors. Indonesia, where the British and Dutch 
have combined to shoot down the Indonesian fight- 

”ers for their Republic, contains rich supplies of raw 
materials for soap and soap products.

Now They Plan To Price 
The Shoes Off Our Feet
The American workers and their families may be 

on a new footing soon—close to barefoot. The OPA 
on Oct. 30 removed all price control from shoes, 
hides, skins and leathers, affecting all types of 
men’s, women’s and children’s shoes.

Price officials estimated that leather prices would 
jump 50 per cent. This means an immediate ad
vance in the price of footwear of from 20 to 30 per 
cent above present prices.

The American consumers already spend some 
$2,000,000,000 a year on shoes, which have been 
steadily deteriorating in quality. Now an additional 
price gouge of hundreds of millions of dollars is 
planned.

This action by the OPA is an extension of the 
decontrol of livestock products, admits Economio 
Stabilization Director Steelman, who ordered the 
price agency to remove the price ceilings on foot
wear.

When the nation - wide meat famine was im
posed upon the American people by the meat pro
fiteers, Truman capitulated to meat trust’s price 
demands.

The hide and leather profiteers have applied the 
same methods as the meat barons. They withheld 
hides from the market to such an extent that in 
September alone the shoe output fell by five million 
pairs. Tanners and shoe workers were thrown out 
of jobs.

Now the consumers are invited to buy shoes at 
sky’s-the-limit prices—or go barefoot.

Can Your Family Budget 
Stand New Tax Boosts?
Worried about taxes'?
Indignant over the way the boss lops taxes off 

your wages each pay day?
Hate to waste money on sales taxes? And all th« 

indirect taxes on tobacco, gasoline, movies, trans
portation, and so on?

You haven’t seen anything yet.
Taxes are scheduled to go up like a V-2 rocket 

on the New Mexico proving grounds in the next 
few years under the Republicans and Democrats.

Principal, reason for the terrific tax increases 
planned by the Republicans and Democrats is the 
staggering burden of war costs. As representatives 
of Wall Street they intend to use their power of 
office to place these costs squarely on the backs 
of the working class.

Pensions- and benefits for veterans are now run
ning at more than six billion dollars a year. Thes# 
ex-soldiers are of course entitled to these payments. 
In  fact they are getting far below what they shirnld 
receive. But nevertheless this cost to the country 
is one of the results of plunging the United States 
into imperialist war.

Add to this colossal sum an item that is not so 
legitimate: five billion dollars in interest on the 
national debt. This interest is paid principally to 
the Wall Street banks.

These amounts tower mountain high, but they’re 
only foot hills leading up to the expenditures for 
World War Three. Congress has handed the War 
and Navy Departments alone 13.2 billion dollars Of 
public funds to pour down the drain.

That makes a total of more than 24 billion dol
lars. Remember that’s for just one year!

Just to give you an idea—this is about one and 
a half billion dollars more than the entire national 
debt in 1933.

I t ’s expensive to keep Republicans and Democrats 
in office!

The only way to shift the tax burden on to the 
rich who can afford to pay is by putting labor’s 
own representatives in office. To accomplish that, 
labor needs its own political party.

I f  you want lower taxes, get busy organizing on 
the political field!

NEW YORK AUTUMN BALL 
Gala Revue . . .  Dancing

A t
CARAVAN HALL 

Sunday Evening, Nov. 10 
110 East 59th St.
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The Workers' Forum columns are open to the opinions o) the readers of "The Militant’'. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and 
address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed.

Finds 'M ilitant'
Very Interesting
Editor:

As I  found your sample copy 
of. The M ilitant very Interesting 
you will find enclosed 50 cents 
for a six-month subscription. 
However, there are certain basic 
elements of your program- that 
at the present I  cannot adhere 
to, but perhaps through more in
formation and added literature a 
tetter understanding may be 
achieved.

P. M.
Burlington, Vt.

Government Supports 
The Banking Trust
Editor:

Banks in the United States are 
sheltered by our government ad
ministration while operating as 
chronically bankrupt.

U.S. banking groups asked per
mission and received it, to lower 
required banking reserves to 25 
per cent of their vast liabilities 
on deposits subject to check. Thus 
their state of chronic bankruptcy 
is legalized.

The banks _re on a government 
dole, many receiving 25 per cent 
Interest (more or less! on their 
paid-in capital investments every 
year, for clipping coupons from 
government securities which were 
purèhased in their name by gov
ernment gifts and depositors’ 
funds.

Rather than talking about Wall 
Street, why not tell why banks 
continue to cohfuse the workers 
and reject any workers’ party? 
Much can be said and written 
on this subject.

F. P. L.
New York, N. Y.

Homeless Veterans 
In Boston
Editor:

According to a report of the 
government Census Bureau, "at 
least” 40 per cent of the married 
veterans of World War I I  in this 
city are homeless. Conditions are 
like this everywhere in the coun
try.

I  wonder when the government 
will dare to give us the real fig
ures on how many of the men 
who were promised "a new 
world” after the war, can’t even 
find a place for their families to 
live in today?

C. B.
Boston, Mass.

W ants To Help
Editor:

Farrell Dobbs’ broadcast of 
Oct. 31, "The Fight Against Wall 
Street’s Machines,” was most 
impressive.1 Please accept my 
congratulations and best wishes. 
Too bad that I  am unable to do 
anything more effective than 
hope for your success.

I  would appreciate your assist
ance in being better informed on 
this all-important question.

R. B.
Irvington, N.’ J.

Good W ork
Editor:

I  heard your very interesting 
radio broadcast when Mr. Dobbs 
spoke on Oct. 31. I  think you 
are doing great work.

Would you please send me the 
literature and keep up the good 
work.

L. V.
Hastings-on-Hudson, 

New York

Women Shoppers 
Like 'The Militant*
Editor:

Last week the Brooklyn branch 
of the Socialist Workers Party de
cided to distribute The Militant 
at the Fort Greene meat mar
ket where hundreds of women

t
waited in line from early morning 
until late afternoon in hope of 
getting some meat for their fam
ilies. The market is near a Hous
ing Project where we have re
cently gained several new mem
bers. v

There were two of us women 
comrades when we started. But 
on the way we stopped to pick 
up some more papers at the home 
of one of these new comrades. 
There we met the wives of our 
comrades who were very happy 
to Join us in doing something 
practical about the meat short
age.
• Not only were the women very 

enthusiastic and efficient in giv
ing out the .papers but we were 
also helped by their three young 
children who became active dis
tributors. The papers were well 
received and we arranged to get 
together with these housewives 
for regular weekly distributions 
at the project.

Edith Kane 
Brooklyn

Slogans To Rally 
Housewives
Editor:

Alice Patton’s recent article 
describing the drudgery of house
work struck a responsive note, 
I ’m sure, in the experience of 
many mothers and housewives 
who read The Militant. How 
familiar the endless routine of 
dreary tasks, all of which cry for 
completion within a period of 
time much too short! How much 
a part of us that feeling of anx
iety over the children while we 
hasten to do some other urgent 
chore 1

While I  agree with Alice Pat
ton’s conclusions that socialism is 
the real answer to this enslave
ment of the housewife, I  feel 
that other, more immediate slo
gans can be raised to rouse the 
houseworker from the feeling of 
hopelesness and despair which is 
conveyed in this article.

For workers in shops, the real 
solution of whose problems will 
also come only with the estab
lishment of socialism, we advance 
slogans to meet their day-to
day struggles. So too, those whose 
lives and activities center about 
their homes and children might 
respond to slogans more in con
sonance with their daily exist
ence. Such as:

For the immediate establish
ment of nurseries, child care cen
ters and playgrounds as a pub
lic function as part of the edu
cational systems —  to free 
mothers for part of the day.

For the creation of housing 
committees under workers’ con
trol to ensure the installation 
of modern electrical equipment 
which is designed to take the 
drudgery out of housework. Al
ready well known are the auto
matic washing machines, lron- 
ers, dishwashing machines, gar
bage disposal units and ranges

which are available only to those 
who can afford them.

The not-so-well known pre- 
cipitron which keeps the home 
free from dust, air conditioning, 
automatic heating, etc., meant 
only for the privileged few. can 
also be produced and distributed 
at low cost if these tasks would 
be assumed by workers’ commit
tees.

E. Tresca 
Newark, N. J.

Even Children H it 
By Soaring Prices
Editor:

Yesterday I  took my child to 
the zoo. Of course she wanted a 
hot dog—it was 20 cents, twice 
as much as during the summer! 
And the candy bars were hard to 
find, but one nearby store had 
plenty of them—nickel bars at 
eight cents apiece!

With everything else costing 
so much that it takes all our 
money to get a peace of' meat for 
Sunday dinner, treats for the 
children are out of the question. 
So all around the park you see 
youngsters looking hungrily at 
at the things they can’t have any 
more — because some' big shots 
are so greedy!

A. M.
New York, N. Y.

Eager To Learn truth
Editor:

I  recently have become very 
Interested in the Socialist Work
ers Party and I ’m seeking further 
information concerning your 
platform, constitution, and gen
erally what you stand for.

I  consider myself a free-think
ing American who is eager to 
learn the truth. I  would appre
ciate your sending me’ any in
formation that you have avail
able.

R. W. B.
Princeton, N. J.

Children Underfed 
But Potatoes Rot
Editor:

I  just read in the paper where 
a Mrs. Hutchins Who runs a 
school lunch program for un
dernourished children in Maine, 
pays $3 a hundredweight for po
tatoes. But she says that one 
farmer at North Newport has 
dumped more than. 5,000 bushels 
of potatoes in a pile in one of 
his fields to freeze and rot. She 
says at least they ought to be 
released for hot lunches for the 
children.

The same thing is happening 
in many other places. The gov
ernment bought up 67,000,000 
bushels just to keep the price of 
potatoes up. But children still 
go undernourished. !

R. M.
New York

t
A Handy Way to Help The M ilitant-
To The M ilitant 

>16 University Place 
New York 3. New York.

like The Militant because it tells the truth. I want 
to help because I know it depends upon workers' like 
me for support.

Here is my contribution of $ .....................
Name

(Please print)

Address ..........................................................

City .............................................................

Postal Z o n e ...........................  State . . . .

The Biggest Campaign In 
History Of New York SW P

By George Clarke
The New York election campaign of the Socialist Work

ers Party has concluded on a high note of achievement. 
A m ilitan t mass picket line before the Mead-Lehman rally 
in  Madison Square Garden and an enthusiastic public meet
ing climaxed the biggest and most ambitious election ac
tiv ity  in  the history of th e s>

Philadelphia Branch of the 
Socialist Workers Party sends 
another of those interesting 
monthly reports, for September.

“Although the total receipts 
are a little less than those In Au
gust,” writes Alma Seton, litera
ture agent, *T think you’ll agree 
that we can still be proud of our
selves when you see the amount 
of popular pamphlets we have 
sold. Compare 92 pieces in Au
gust with 277 in September! Of 
the 277 pamphlets, 183 were sold 
on various distributions and 
mobilizations. ,

" I  think one of the main rea
sons the sale of classic literature 
dropped so sharply (from 91 to 
42 pieces) was that the comrades 
were so busy on mobilizations 
that they simply did not have 
time to think about more serious 
reading.

" It  is certainly a problem try
ing to participate in public acr 
tlvities and look to our own edu
cation at the same time.. Yet the 
Philadelphia comrades do ad
mirably on this score, considering 
there are only seven days in a 
week and we have enough work 
to fill 14 days!”

Comrade Seton appends the 
Itemized report of every pamphlet 
and book sold, and the amount 
of receipts from each title.

♦  « *

From Los Angeles, May Man
ning reports: “Last Sunday two 
comrades sold 53 pamphlets at a 
Negrd church. I  estimate at least 
half the congregation bought A 
Practical Program to K ill Jim 
CroW or Build a Labor Party 
Now, or both. Many also evinced 
an interest in our election cam
paign and in our radio pro
grams.”

•  *  «

Order these 10c pamphlets and 
send for three price list from 
Pioneer Publishers, 116 Univer
sity Place, New York 3, N. Y .

N. Y. Trotskyist movement.
By knocking the Socialist 

Workers ?arty off the ballot, 
the capitalist courts succeeded 
only in preventing thousands of 
workers from registering their 
growing dissatisfaction through 
voting for the SWP ticket. But 
the main object of the campaign 
could not be thwarted by crooked 
Judges or Wall Street politicians.

The message and program of 
the Socialist Workers Party on 
rising prices, housing, racial dis
crimination and the Third World 
War were carried to tens of 
thousands of New York workers. 
Everywhere there was a warm 
and often eager reception to the 
party’s fighting program. Every
where there was recognition that 
the SWP was emerging as a 
first-rate factor on the New York 
political scene.

Unlike the election activity of 
the major parties, which is con-

fln,ed to the last few weeks be
fore elections, the wheels of the 
SWP campaign turned for three 
months at a constantly mount
ing pace. The drive for signatures 
began at the end of July and 
wound up in the first week of 
September.

Almost 25,000 workers and 
farmers signed the SWP petitions 
aryl many thousands more heard 
of the SWP through its can
vassers who covered every impor
tant city in the state.

Practically every important 
newspaper in the state recorded 
the SWP struggle for a free bal
lot. 10,000 leaflets and thousands 
of Militants were distributed dur
ing the petition campaign sum
marizing the party’s program on 
major issues.

The candidates' of the SWP 
were heard by large radio audi
ences in the most extensive 
broadcasting thus far undertaken

Cost O f Im p e ria lis t W ar

The cost of War has not yet ended. This 2'/i-year old child 
pictured in Naples, Ita ly in  May, is so twisted and emaciated 
by starvation that i t  can’t  even raise its head. Now winter 
adds the threat of freezing to the pain of hunger. The ACEWR 
appeals to you to help relieve the workers’ suffering, by giving 
food, clothing and funds today.

Local Committees Plan Affairs 
To Benefit European Workers

Realizing the burning need of the European workers 
for food and clothing, the local committees of the Amer
ican Committee for European Workers Relief are raising 
funds for this purpose In va-®- 
rious parts of 'the United
States.

Joan Wakefield, Chairman, of 
the San Francisco ACEWR, sent 
in the proceeds of a Pre-Bazaar 
Party. The object of this affair 
was to collect articles to be sold 
at a Christmas bazaar, which 
will be held on December 1. . ,

San Francisco is also holding 
‘•‘craft afternoons” at which in
structors and materials are avail
able for making articles for their 
bazaar.

The Los Angeles Committee 
of the ACEWR has also made 
extensive plans for a Christmas 
Bazaar. Chairman Lillian Charles 
reports th‘at its main emphasis 
will be on the sale of articles 
solicited from wholesalers, man
ufacturers and individuals. Com
mittee members and friends are 
making aprons, blouses and 
children’s garments, potting 
plants, making fruit cakes and 
toys, framing pictures and vis
iting manufacturers in prepara
tion for this event next month.

In  New York, where a bazaar 
and social will be held by the 
local ACEWR committee. Marvel 
Dobbs announced that an elec
tric iron, a $25 dress and many 
useful household items have al
ready been donated. Anyone 
wishing to give articles for the 
bazaar may bring them to 197 
Second Avenue.

In  last week’s MUitant it was 
reported that Boston ACEWR is 
making toys to send to the chil
dren of European workers. Au
gusta Trainor, Chairman, re
ports that all the toys were ma&e 
in three weekly meetings, at 
which committee members cut 
patterns, stuffed and embroid

ered dolls, horses and dogs. At 
the request of the Boston com
mittee, ohe toy at least will be 
sent to each of the European 
countries receiving aid from the 
ACEWR'.

The main office of the Ameri
can Committee for European 
Workers Relief, 197 Second Ave
nue, New York City, is con
stantly sen’ding out parcels of 
food, clothing and medicine to 
needy workers in Austria, Ger
many, France, Greece and Italy. 
I f  you want to help, send your 
contribution to this office. Re
member, $10 will send 29 pounds 
of food to Europe— enough to 
supplement the diet of a family
of four for three weeks.__  %_______________

Hit Attempt To 
Oust Detroit SWP

D E T R O IT , Nov. 4— Several 
more labor and libera l lead
ers last week jo ined the  
growing protest against re
actionary efforts to evict the So
cialist Workers Party from it* 
headquarters here at 6108 Lin- 
wood Avenue on the ground' that 
Negroes ’attend its meetings.

Supporting the protests voiced 
by other labor spokesmen, both 
CIO and AFL, were Executive 
Secretary Edward M. Swan, for 
the Detroit grand) of the NAA- 
CP; Branch 40 of the Workmen’s 
Benefit Fund; Ralph Urban, 
president, Packard Local 190, 
UAW : Financial Secretary Frank 
H. Phillips, Local'203, UAW; and 
President Harold R. Wood, Local 
742, UAW.

CHICAG O  
Autumn Frolics
Saturday, Nov. 16

Excellent Program of Entertainment 
Dancing - - - Refreshments

Socialist Workers Party
777 W . Adams St. 8:30 P.M.

by the party. Eleven separate ad
dresses were made on the radio 
on a wide range of Issues. There 
were 130 letters received at cam
paign headquarters requesting 
copies of the speeches and the 
election platform. According to 
radio specialists this figure in
dicates that a possible 400,000 
persons listened to the broad
casts.

Most impressive of all the cam
paign activities were the scores 
of street meetings which were 
conducted night after night in 
the workingclass neighborhoods 
of all the city’s boroughs and in 
the industrial areas at noon time. 
I t  is roughly estimated that 10,- 
000 workers heard the party can
didates and party speakers from 
these platforms. Two sound 
trucks were kept in constant op
eration for the entire duration 
of the campaign. Many of these 
street meetings were conducted 
in the form of neighborhood de
monstrations. Three, four and 
five meetings were held simul
taneously within the radius of 
a mile. The entire party turned 
out to hold placards, distribute 
Militants and leaflets and con
tact workers.
SCORES JOIN

The most important results of 
these meetings were the concrete 
gains chalked up In building the 
party. Score» of worker» joined 
the party branches in the course 
of the campaign. Some 650 work
ers signed interest cards asking 
for more information about the 
party; a great number of these 
are potential members of the 
party.

Hundreds of dollars worth of 
literature and newspapers were 
purchased by workers attend
ing the meetings. Some 40,000 
copies of The M ilitant were dis
tributed throughout the city. One 
of the hlghpolnts of this distri
bution was the coverage of the 
entire waterfront during the big 
maritime strikes.

An attractive pamphlet en
titled "Security, Peace, Freedom 
and Socialism” containing the 
party platform and illustrated 
by Laura Gray’s hard-hitting 
cartoons was published in an edi
tion of 35,000 and distributed to 
New York workers. There were 
237 subscriptions to The Militant 
obtained during the campaign 
in house-to-house soliciting and 
at the street meetings.

The increasing popularity of 
the party among new sections of 
the workers showed itself in 
large turnouts for all local meet
ings, for branch and city-wide 
socials., Sometimes the newcom
ers made up the majority of the 
branch meetings and the partici
pants in the socials.'

The election campaign will be 
a source of Inspiration and gain 
for months to come, long after 
the votes are counted. Above all 
it marks the beginning of bigger 
campaigns for the party and a 
fitting curtain-raiser for the 
Presidential contest in 1948.

THE MILITANT A R M Y

Phila. Leaves No Stone 
Unturned In Sub-Getting

Comrades in the Philadelphia
Branch combine pleasure with 
profit. They count their socials 
most successful when the merry
making takes a serious tum and 
they are able to complete the 
evening filling out subscription 
blanks to The M ilitant for their 
new friends.

The following note from Pau
line Ryder, Literature Agent, ac
companied 25 subs: “More than 
half of these subs were gotten at 
a social we held. The comrades 
here are very 'M ilitant con
scious ’ They know how much 
more effectively the paper can 
espouse our program than they 
as individuals and what % teach
er it  can be for a worker who 
is moving in our direction — so 
every new contact is approached 
for a sub.”

• • •
Boston’s sub campaign Is wind

ing up at high speed. ’Wfith one 
more Sunday mobilization to go, 
they have already obtained 356 
new subscriptions, 106 over their 
goal.

"Barring unforseen develop
ments,” writes S. Brooks, Litera
ture Agent, “it looks as if Belle 
Montague will win top scoring 
honors. She has 52 to date and 
Josle Hail is runner-up with 41. 
There are a host of other comrad
es close to Josie. Among them 
are Sally and Dawn Conti, Hilda 
Webster, Gert Crabbe, Mary 
Stanley, and Ben Franklin. In  
fact, all the comrades have done' 
an outstanding Job.”

Subscriptions are obtained by 
the Chicago Branch with the 
perspective of organizing a neigh
borhood branch. Belle Rosen 
writes: “These renewals were 
obtained by a group of comrades 
who are working in an area at
tempting to organize some 
neighborhood wbrk and even
tually start another branch there. 
They have made some excellent 
contacts. In  the last couple of 
weeks In visiting 22 readers whose 
subs were expiring, they have al
ready secured renewals of eight.”

•  •  •

Paul Chelstrom, Literature

LOS ANGELES. — Socialist 
Youth Club meets every Tues
day, 8 p.m., at SWP headquart
ers, 316 >/2 Wi Pico Blvd. Educa
tion a l after every meeting. Re
freshments served.
■ NEW YORK. — For informa
tion on the Trotskyist Youth 
Group send name and address 
to 116 University Place, N. Y. 8, 
N Y.

Open Forum: Every Friday, 
8 p.m., at 116 University Place. 
Dancing, refreshments.

Sunday», 3 p.m.:—"What Is So
cialism?” 116 University PI.

PHILADELPHIA.—For Infor
mation call ST. 4-6820, from 
noon to 6 p.m.

• • •
Announcements of youth ac

tivities will appear In this column 
weekly.

Agent of St. Paul, says thqt their 
election campaign work is laying 
the groundwork for more subs. 
“We don’t expect to make our 
goal this month because of the 
work Involved In the election 
campaign. But this work will 
bring us more subs in the next 
period. We have one of the best 
window displays I  have ever seen 
in the party and we will send you 
some pictures of it so that you 
can use it in The Militant.”

•  *  •

El Snyder, M ilitant Director of 
Flint sends this enthusiastic re
port: "Enclosed you will find 11 
subs that you can add to the 
credit of Flint Branch. A few of 
the comrades who went out last 
week to get subs obtained them. 
This kind of work helps the com
rades become more active in the 
Socialist Workers Party. I t ’s 
really Interesting to see the com
rades get out and try to see who 
can obtain the most sube for 
each month.”

*  •  a

Eleven subs were sent in by 
June Ctfrey for Allentown and 
Dave Swenson sent us seven sube 
for Akron.

• • •
E. Brent of Detroit sent In four

subs, explaining: "At the present 
time we are going through our 
files, making as many call-backs 
as possible. Some of these sub
scribers that we are visiting were 
trial subscribers and we want to  
give them a chance to renew their 
subscription. We are making a 
little headway as you can see.”

•  •  •

Clara Kaye reviews Seattle's 
sub record for the last two 
months. “Enclosed are five new 
subscriptions,” she writes. “From 
my records, we have sent in 58 
subs beginning with August, 
meaning that we were 22 short 
in August. We made our quota 
in September and have 40 to go 
for October. Can’t make any 
promises, though —  there’s so 
much election work to do!”

•  *  *

M ilitant boosters in all parts 
of the country are helping us in
troduce the paper to their 
friends.

Jarvis Dusenbery of Perry, N.
Y. ordered 10 copies of the 
October 19 issue of The M ili
tant for distribution among his 
friends.

S. Widman of Chicago renewed 
his own sub and sent in a six- 
month sub for a friend in Wau- 
saukee, Wis.

John Rhine» of Cleveland Con
tributed $1 to help The M ilitant 
because he likes a paper that 
tells the truth.

DETROIT
Sunday Forum 

'Labor's New Wage 
Demands'

Speaker: George M iller 
Nov. 17, 3 p.m. 

6108 Linwaed

Come am i meet other ‘Militant9 Readers 
At these Local Activities ol

The Socialist Workers Party
AKRON — Visit The SWP, 2nd 

floor, 8 So. Howard 8t„ Akron 
8 ,0 . Open daily except Sunday, 
2 to 4 p. m.; also Wed., 7:30- 
9:30. ,

BALTIMORE—For information 
write Box 415, Baltimore 3, 
Md. Monthly forums.

BAYONNE—SWP headquarters, 
62 W. 23rd St. Open house 
2nd and 4th Saturdays.

BOSTON—Office at 30 Stuart 
St. Open Saturdays from noon 
until 5 p.m.; Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Sunday Forum—3 p.m.
BUFFALO — Open every after

noon except Sunday. M ilitant 
Forum, 629 Main St., 2nd floor. 
Phone MAdlson 3960.

Open house and current 
events discussion every Satur
day, 8:30 p.m. Admission free.

CHICAGO — Visit SWP, 777 W. 
Adams (comer Halsted). Open 
11 a.m. to 0 p.m. daily, ex
cept Sunday. Tel. Dearborn 
4767. Library, bookstore.

Sat. night, open house.
CLEVELAND — M ilitant Forum 

every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at 
Peck’s Hall 1446 E. 82nd St. 
off .Wade Park Ave.).

CONNECTICUT — Write to the 
Militant, P.O. Box 841, New 
Haven.

DETROIT — Open house every 
Saturday, 8 p.m. at 6108 Lin- 
wood. Office open daily 12 UP 
•5. Phone Tyler 7-6367.

Sunday forums, 3 p.m.
FLINT—Visit SWP and Militant 

headquarters, 315 E. Ninth St.. 
Flint 3, Mich.

Open Monday through Fri
day. 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Eveninr Class In 
parliamentary procedure.

LOS ANGELES—Visit M ilitant

Publishing Assn., 316Í6 W. Pico

f lvd. Open daily, 13 noon to 
p.m. Phone Richmond 4644. 
Every Friday, 8 p.m.—M ili

tant Workers Forum, 466 E. 
Vernon.

SAN PEDRO, M ilitant Publish
ing Assn., 1008 6. Pacific, 
Room 214.

MILWAUKEE — Visit the M il
waukee 8WP branch, 424 E. 
Wells St., evenings from 7:30. 

MINNEAPOLIS— Visit the Labor 
Book Store, 10 South 4th St., 
open lb atn. to 6 p.m. dally. 

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m. 
NEWARK—Visit SWP headquar

ters, 423 Springfield. Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. Library 
and reading room open week 
nights, 7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30. 
NEW YORK—C ITY HQ., 116 

University Place, OR 5-8149. 
Tues., 9 pun. and Sat.r 4:30, re
hearsal of M ilitant chorus.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St., 
Rra. 23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Dis
cussion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave.. 
1st floor, phone T I  2-0101.

Reading room open Mon. to 
Fri., 7 to 10 p.m.

Current events discussion, 
Fridays at 8.

BROOKLYN: 636 Fulton St.. 
Phone ST. 3-7483.

Mon. Class — ‘‘Program of 
SWP,” 7 p.m.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St,, 
phone CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wed
nesday, Odd Fellows Témple, 
410 •  11th St. For information 
write to P.O. Box 1351. 

PHILADELPHIA — SWP Head
quarters, 1303-05 W. Olrard 
Ave„ 2nd floor. Open daily. 
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phone

8tevenson 6820.
PITTSBURGH—SWP headquar

ter* 1418 F ifth  Ave., 2nd fleer. 
Round table discussione, 2nd 
and 4th Sundays each month, 
3:30.

PORTLAND, Ore. — Visit 4M  
SWP headquarters, 134 t .  W.
Washington, 3rd Floor. Tal 
ATwater 3992. Open 1 4* 
4 p.m., daily except Sunder, 
and 6 to 3, Tuesday, Friday.

Wed. night class on Social
ism and current events, S p.m.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 62S 
Sixth Ave,, open 3-9 p.m. daily.

SAN FRANCISCO — visit the 
San Francisco School of Social 
Science, 305 Oraat Ave., ear
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th 
floor: open from 12 noon te 
4:80 p.m., daily except Sun
day. Phone EXbrook 1928.

SEATTLE— Visit our Headquar
ters, 1919 Mi Second Ave. Open 
Monday through Saturdays, 
noon to 6 p.m. Tel. SE-0543. 
Library, Bookstore.

Friday forum—8 p.m.
ST. LOUIS—Visit our Headquar

ters. 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm. 
312, open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday; 7:30 to 9 p.m Forums 
every Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—54% Cedar St., St. 
Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137. 
Open daily 2:30-9:30.

t a c o m a , wash. -  Meetings 
every Wednesday, 8 p.m., at 
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw
cett. Discussions on current 
topics. For information, write 
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—SWP headquarters at 
108 Summit St. Toledo 4, O. 
Open daily. Phone MAin 8819.

YOUNGSTOWN -  M ilitant La
bor Forum, 85 &  6. W att S t* 
Youngstown 3, O.



As Diplomats' Wives See The World
-  1 ■ -  B y R uth Benson .........

The delegates to the United Nations Assembly 
In New York, who are dining and wining lux
uriously while millions starve, brought along 

their fluttering, useless wives to 
join the social whirl. Certainly 
these women didn't journey to 
New York to take part in the 
discussions on how to keep the 
world in the power of the op
pressors. I t ’s doubtful if they 
even know there is a world out
side their personal existence.

"Nothing of poker-hot inter
national portent here.” Carol 

Taylor reported to the N. Y. World-Telegram on 
October 24. "Simply a feminine buzz about Mrs. 
Wellington Koo’s ravishing French-dhinese en
semble and Mrs. Pepper’s hat.”

Both, of course, were worthy of note. While 
half a billion men, women and children in the 
Orient try to live on a few grains of rice a day, 
the wife of the Chinese delegate paraded in a 
dress glittering with gold filigree butterflies 
that “clung to every other inch of the fitted 
jacket.” How many stomachs could have been 
filled with wholesome food, for what that jacket 
cost? The reporter doesn’t say. And these wives

of the ruling class don’t care. Mrs. Pepper’s 
fancy hat was another symbol of the same opu
lence.

“I  have seen enough of the whole world,” said 
Mrs. Mahmoud Hassasn, wife of Hie chairman 
of the Egyptian delegation. Did she mean enough 
of' misery, of the suffering of the poor in her 
own country—or any other? No, indeed! She 
had seen "official parties and night clubs” and 
now; she sighs, “I  am blase.”

Most of the wives, however, are far from, 
bored with their world travels via clipper, lux
ury ships, and limousines. For instance, Mrs. 
Carlos Stolk, wife of the Venezuelan delegate, 
cooed: “I ’ll see as much as I  can and have a 
lovely time.” Doing what? “Much shopping.” 
I t  will be shopping in the swankiest stores, where 
she won’t run into a worker’s wife trying to 
meet high prices with a tiny pay-envelope! 
She’ll shop as Mrs. Guillermo Belt, the Cuban 
delegate’s wife, does: “I  just walk up and down 
Fifth Avenue,” she beams.

“Although they come from many lands they 
are of one world,” the reporter said. And she’s 
right. Their “one world” is the world of the 
capitalist rulers, who live like parasitic orchids 
on the,labor of the working class in every nation.
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The Negro Struggle

Their Kind Of Army
B y W illiam  E. Bohannon

Hardly a day goes by without some general 
delivering a speech on the, need for a large army 
and conscription of the nation’s youth. ' You  

1 Would never guess from their 
j statements that this country to- 
; day has* the largest peace-time 
: army in its history.

In  less than two months the 
; new Congress is going to assem
ble in Washington, and one of 
the first points on its agenda 

¡w ill be the War Department’s 
demand for “universal military 

i training,” the favorite fancy 
name for conscription. Ali kinds of pressure will 
be exerted in an effort to put this plan over.

Generals will come out to testify, the Secre
tary of War will explain how badly the Armjr 
needs more manpower, and the President Will 
deliver a solemn message to Congress on the 
question. There will be debates in the Military 
Affairs Committees and the Big Business press 
will be flooded with editorials.

But almost to a man, the Negro people of this 
country will stand up and say: You az-e hypo
crites, you are deceivers of the people. And 
that will be the plain unvarnished truth.

I t  isn’t just soldiers that the brass hats want. 
They showed that when they stopped the re
cruitment of Negro volunteers at the very height 
of their $5,000,000 advertising campaign to get 
a large army. What lies theSfe scoundrels spread!

Here were numerous Negroes, second-class 
citizens in civilian society, clamoring to join the 
army where at least they are sui-e of a higher 
standard of living than is generally available in 
civilian life. And here were the generals, de
manding a larger and larger army on the ground 
that the nation’s safety demanded it, turning

Veterans' Problems...... .....................

the Negroes down.
The plaih and simple fact is that the brass 

hats don’t  want just a big army—they want a 
certain kind of big army. For one thing, they 
demand that it shall be a Jim Crow army. Ang 
if keeping it a Jim Crow army is threatened by 
permitting “too many” Negroes to enlist, then 
they’d rather have a smaller army temporarily.

This ope fact, Which has burned itself into 
the minds of the Negro people, explains why 
the public opinion polls show the great ma
jority of Negroes are opposed to conscription.

Of coursé, the brass hats Vre trying to over
come this opposition. Not by rooting out Jim 
Crow policies—but by soft-soap. In  announcing 
the War Department’s plans io j the new draft 
Scheme, Secretary Patterson promised that there 
would be “no segregation of Negroes at sepa
rate installations,” that “units composed of 
Negro personnel Will be trained as a part of com
posite organizations.”

But only a blind man, and a very innocent one 
at that, will be taken in by this kind of hypoc
risy. I t  means that Negroes will be permitted 
to train in the same camps as whites (which 
they have been doing all alpng) and that segre
gated Jim Crow units will be parts of bigger, 
chiefly white units (which has been,the case all 
along too). The only concession Patterson makes 
is in words: but an analysis of the words shows 
that he is making no real concession at all. The 
Jim Crow pattern of World War I I ,  already 
carried over into the peacetime army, will be 
carried over into the new draftee army as well.

The Negro people’s instincts against peace
time conscription are thoroughly sound. Now 
l ' t  us back up those instincts by joining with the 
advanced workers in the labor movement to 
defeat the new draft plan.

Still Plagued By Snafu
......................By A lv in  Royce----------------------

Officers during the weekly Army orientations 
had a slogan they used to apologize for the 
endless bungling by Army brass. They used to 

say to us, “Remember, men, no 
matter how fouled up things 
may appear to you, there is al
ways a reason.” But any G I who 
thought SNAFU would end when 
he became a civilian was very 
sadly mistaken.

Army brass has put on civilian 
clothing and taken over the Veterans’ Admin
istration. As a result we have the same red tape 
and endless waiting to sweat out that we had 
in the Army. For instance, over a million ex- 
GIs depend on their scanty education subsis
tence to keep bread on their tables. Yet the 
veterans who enrolled in school for the fall 
term had to wait two months for the receipt of 
their first checks. Even more unfortunate are 
the thousands of veterans who after waiting all 
this time have received forms notifying them that 
there is some technical flaw in their application 
and they must make new applications and wait 
at least another month.

Those who are familiar with the VA know its 
endless cycle. Forms to fill out, then an inter
view will be followed by a waiting period. This 
cycle will repeat itself several times before re
sults are in sight. I f  all these forms and inter

views added up to efficiency no one could com
plain about the procedure. However instead of 
efficiency, the VA produces Confusion and in
stead of results, only endless run-arounds.

Apologists for the VA admit many of these 
shortcomings but repeat the slogart they found 
so useful in the Army: “Nor matter, how fouled 
up things may appear to you, there is always a 
reason.” They complain of two things. There 
is a lack of “public cooperation and understand
ing” and “they are understaffed.” Just what 
section of the population doesn’t cooperate with 
the veteran and why a sufficient staff is not 
employed they conveniently avoid mentioning.

The c&t was let out of the bag a short while 
ago when it was revealed that employers were 
using on-the-job training to secure cheap labor. 
Veterans belonging to a religious or racial minor
ity are refused entrance into universities whose 
policies,are decided by millionaire contributors 
to the schools’ funds. Everywhere the bosses 

•stands in the way of a decent life for the vet
erans.

The cost of one day of World War n  could 
easily double the working staff of the VA. The 
capitalist politicians voted for an eighteen bill
ion dollar appropriation- to arm GIs for, the 
next war but they’ve conveniently forgotten the 
GIs of the last war.

The Danger Of Loose Talk
By George Breitman

Truman wants us to hold biir tongues about 
the danger of war. Byrnes wants no talk on 
dollar diplomacy, either from Henry Wallace 

or Czechoslovakia or anyone 
else. And now along come three 
more government spokesmen 
and tell us to lay off another 
important subject; the coming 
depression.

W. Averell Harriman, big 
businessman holding the job of 
Secretary of Commerce, spoke 
at a forum^ in New York last

_______  week and tried to discount
fears of economic disaster on the ground "these 
fears are based on unreasoning defeatism.”

The same day his fellow-Cabinet member. 
Secretary of the Treasury John W. Snyder, held 
a press conference in Washington to announce 
that it was “bad psychology” to talk about a 
depression coming. Actually, he said, he saw 
no prospects of a depression, and “the elements 
are all present for a continued prosperous per
iod.”

And on the same day again Civilian Produc
tion Administrator John D. Small issued his 
monthly report .and told a press conference in 
Washington that “we are doing all right today: 
if we continue doing as well, why should there 
be a recession?”

Small said that the present talk of a “reces
sion” creates, fear and worry, causing people 
to retrench and cut down on their plans, and 
“that’s what I  mean by talking ourselves into 
a depression. Even if it comes, I  don’t think it 
will amount to much.” Like the girl who was 
just a little bit pregnant, it  will be just a wee 
little bit of a depression, so why worry?

Anyhow, said Small, “recession is not inevit
able and need not come if the present high

level of employment and production is main
tained.” I f  present conditions don’t get worse, 
they’ll be as good as they are now, see? I f  we 
had some ham, we could have ham and eggs— 
if we could get eggs.

That’s putting it squarely up to the people 
themselves. I f  we want to be unreasoning de
featists, if  we are going to act like bad psy
chologists, if we insist on talking ourselves into 
a depression—all right, we know what the pen
alty will be. But as Harriman, Snyder and 
Small have explained, it will be our own fault. 
We can’t say they didn’t warn us in advance. 
They told us frankly that the way to achieve 
economic salvation was by keeping a stiff up
per lip.

Don’t you remember the crash of 1929? The 
pity of it all was that it was so unnecessary. 
There we were with a “high level of employ
ment and production” and everybody as happy 
as Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. If  
only we had known when we were well off. But 
no, we couldn’t keep our big mouths shut. And 
we paid the price for our imprudence with ten 
years of breadlines, relief lines, and hunger.

Did we learn a lesson from that experience? 
Will we have better luck this time? It  hardly 
seems so, if we can judge from the warnings 
coming out of the government and the way the 
stock market has been behaving since last sum
mer. Perhaps the crash is coming soon. ’ ^

But why worry? We have the word of John 
D. Small that it won’t  amount to much. Don’t 
let i„ get you down even if he turns out to be 
wrong, as Hoover was when he said prosperity 
was around the comer. They finally solved that 
depression, didn’t they? Another world war is 
in the making right now, and everybody , in 
Washington knows that that is the way to 
solve depressions nowadays.

Ballot Ban 
Protested 
In Buffalo

BUFFALO, Nov. 1 — A iqass 
meeting was held here last 
night to protest against the 
action of the N. Y. State Su
preme Court in ruling off the 
ballot the Socialist Workers Par
ty, the Socialist Party and the 
Socialist Labor Party.

After hearing representatives 
of various political parties des
cribe the flimsy excuses used by 
the court to deny them their 
constitutional right to partici
pate in the elections, speakers 
from other organizations took the 
floor to attack this assault on 
demcratic rights.

A resolution was adopted stat
ing that “we recognize thé grave 
danger to all progressives in any 
restriction of democratic rights 
and that such restrictions are al
ways begun by attacks against 
minority and unpopular groups, 
thus laying the basis for the res
triction of democratic rights of 
all progressive organizations.”

The resolution noted that can
didates of the Liberal and Work
ers Party in New York City had } 
been ruled off by the Board of 
Elections and concluded with the 
demand that all independent or
ganizations, be given their elec
toral rights.

Copies of the resolution were ; 
sent to Senator Mead, candidate 
of the Democratic Party which 
instigated the attack, and to 
Governor Dewey, whose judges 
voted with the Democratic judges 
against the SWP.

Organizations represented in 
addition to the political parties 
involved were the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the American 
Veterans Committee, the YWCA, 
Textile Workers CIO, Sub-re
gional Office UAW-CIO, Mine, 
Mill &  Smelters Local 597, and 
UAW Bell. Local 501. The chair
man was the Rev. George Siudy.

Demeurât Admits 
Plotting Against 
Minority Parties

This is straight out of the 
horse’s mouth — the real 
reason the Democratic ma
chine kicked the Socialist 
Workers Party and two oth
er m inority parties off the 
ballot in New York.

On Oct. 29 at a public forum 
sponsored by the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Chapter of the Amer
ican Veterans Committee, Rich
ard Goldwater was asked why 
the Democrats had engaged in 
this fascist-like move. Goldwa
ter is Democratic candidate for 
the Second Assembly District

.“There’s a law in New York,” 
began Goldwater referring to 
the reactionary legal restrictions 
on minority parties. The audi
ence broke into prolonged hissing 
and ironical laughter.

“Here’s a better answer—” said 
Goldwater, trying to recover his 
fumble. “All of you want the 
Democrats to win—well, if we’d 
left these parties on the ballot, 
we couldn’t win!”

The veterans and workers hiss
ed and jeered so loudly that 
Goldwater had to give up.

Cotton Slump Is Latest 
Sign Of Coming Crisis

Violence A ga ins t Pickets Break In Agricultural Prices Foreshadowed 
As Cotton Futures Plummet $50 In 11 Days

B y A r t Preis
While Wall Street and government witch-doctors were 

blaming the stock market slump on everything from weath
er conditions to a Labor Day “ let-down,” the Sept. 14 
M ilitan t stated “ this is the rumbling of great underground 
fissures opening under the®; 
seemingly solid surface of

A striking member of Local 248, UAW-CIO, being beaten 
by police and company goons hired by Allis-Chalmers, at thè 
West Allis, Wisconsin plant. Strikebreakers failed to smash 
the picketlines, estimated at 15,000, which marched outside 
company gates after the corporation had rejected union of
fers of arbitration. Federated Pictures.

Slash Milk Price, Is 
Demand Of Housewives 
Committee In Seattle

SEATTLE, Oct. 28 — Hundreds of indignant Seattle 
housewives are demanding, that the m ilk producers’ asso
ciations take immediate action to lower the price of milk 
to 13 Vz cents per quart and the City Council empower a 
jo in t committee composed of consumer and labor repre
sentatives to enforce an or- ®----------------------------------------
finance to this effect. Active
ly backed by'thousands more in 
the labor movement, they have 
organized the Homemakers Price 
Control League for independent 
action to combat spiralling prices 
on milk.

Spontaneously originating with 
a small group .of determined 
housewives who called for a city- 
V.de milk strike by means of a 
telephone campaign, the protest 
movement met with immediate 
response from all sections of the 
working class. Despite sparse 
publicity in the local press, the 
telephones of the three original 
organizers rang incessantly as 
scores called to offer their sup
port to the strike and the organ
ization.

Petitions demanding that 
President Truman and all pub
lic officials take action to lower 
the price of milk were signed by 
over 1,000 Seattle residents in 
f  first few weeks. A sound 
truck was driven through many 
of the local housing projects, ad
vertising the strike and calling 
for support. Women took the 
floor at several union meetings 
to explain their stand and were

5,000 Picket Fascist Smith 
A t San Francisco Meeting

B y Russell Morgan
SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 1 — In  the Bay Area’s biggest 

anti-Sm ith demonstration, 5,000 trade unionists last week 
marched in  protest against Gerald L. K. Smith and in 
dicated their firm  determination to drive his fascist move
ment out of California. The®------ ——  --------- 1-------- ;-------
meeting was held at • San 
Francisco’s Commerce High 
School.

Among trade unions repre
sented were the CIO Interna
tional Longshoremen and Ware
housemen’s Union Local 6, Na
tional Maritime Union, Marine 
Firemen, Oilers and Wipers, AFL 
Pile. Drivers Local 34, and the 
Marine Cooks an^ Stewards.
Other organizations present were 
the Socialist Workers Party, Am
erican Veterans C o m m i t t e e ,
Workers Party and National 
Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People.

The sidewalks surrounding the 
school, although public thor
oughfares. were heavily roped 
off and their use by the pickets 
was barred. Hundreds qf cops, 
armed' With riot sticks, swarmed 
about the scene of protest

Banners carried such slogans 
as. “Crush the Fascists with 
Workers Defense Guards,” “Fris
co is 100 per cent Union —
Smith is 100 per cent Anti-Un
ion,” and “Race Hatred and Naz- ,

ism Go hand in Hand.”
An especially encouraging thing 

about the composition of the 
picket line was the fact that an 
overwhelming, majority of the 
trade unionists were young work- 
ers between the ages of 20’ and 
30. This contrasted,, sharply tt> 
the few hundred aged Smith fol
lowers inside the. hall.

After the picket line, had been 
disbanded, police brutality, flared 
inside the hall when a n . indig
nant worker booed Smith. Hired 
tljugs and San Francisco police 
closed in on him with saps and 
riot clubs. As he fell, they rained 
blows and kicks upon his body.

A cordon of_pollce ringed the 
spot, . preventing sympathetic 
workers from aiding him. Under 
heavy guard he was rushed out 
a side entrance and booked at 
Northern Station on charges of 
disturbing the peace and “resist
ing” arrest.

Militant. San Francisco trade 
unionists are highly incensed over 
this outrage. Vigorous protests 
are being sent to city officials.

warmly received.
The first demonstration was 

held last month in City Hall 
Park, after which an attempt was 
made to see tbe head of the Milk 
Dealers Association;, Mr. Bird. 
Mr. Bird, unfortunately, was 
“not in.”

A mass meeting called to for
mally organize and launch the 
new movement was held on Wed
nesday, Oct. 23. Several hundred 
men and women were present, 
among them Roy Atkinson, presi
dent of the Regional CIO Coun
cil; the secretary of the city CIO 
Council; and representatives of 
many unions. All pledged con
tinued moral and financial sup
port.
DEMONSTRATION HELD

Letters and telegrams of sym
pathy from, consumers in other 
Washington cities.. Were read, 
and Miss J. Short, president of 
the Portland, Oregon consumer’s 
protest group, flew to Seattle to 
speak at the meeting.

Thirty-two women volunteered 
for the Strategy Committee, the 
leading policy-making body of 
the League, which subsequently 
met on Oct. 26 and worked out 
plans for the milk strike.

The milk producers’ and deal
ers’ associations were to be visit
ed this week by a delegation from 
the League — and. if possible, 
the ..niilk-diivers unions. Their 
demand is an end; to price-goug
ing by the profiteers who made 
52 per cent more -profit this year 
than last year. The delegation 
has decided to demand ,proof of 
profits- from the association:^— 
in short, they will ask, the com
panies to “open tlieir books.”

American capitalism.” We des
cribed the slump as “Wall 
Street’s vote of ’No Confidence’ 
in the future of its own system.” 

j The past two weeks’ precipi
tate break in cotton exchange 
prices gives further striking con
firmation of the M ilitant’s 
analysis that the stock market 
seismograph recorded signs of 
volcanic explosions being pre
pared under the surface of Am
erican capitalist economy.

Prices of cotton bales on the 
country’s 13 cotton exchanges 
dropped 25 per cent within a 
space of two weeks. From a 26- 
year peak of cotton prices re
corded on Oct. 8. there was a 
sharp slide downward of $30 
er bale. For the first time in 76 

years, the cotton speculators 
closed the exchanges on Oct. 
19. On Saturday, one week later, 
the exchanges closed down again. 

; after a further $20 drop. And 
once more, last Wednesday, the 
exchanges shut down in a dis
ruption of cotton trading called 
"all but unprecedented.”
“DEVIL THEORY”

I t  was first claimed that the 
break was caused by the action 
of one individual, Thomas Jor
dan, a millionaire speculator on 
the New Orleans cotton market. 
He is said to have suddenly un
loaded 150,000 bales of cotton. 
But this “devil theory” failed to 
explain the continued drop 
after the 150,000 bales were 
liquidated.

Three weeks later, the "ex
planation” was being given that 
the break was due not to one 
man, but to "everybody,” as an 
“authoritative informant” Was 
quoted in an Oct. 30 Associated 
Press dispatch. “Farmers, mer
chants, doctors and everybody 
else all over the South have 
been speculating in cotton fu
tures,” this “authority” claimed.

Neither the “devil” nor the 
“everybody” theoi-y holds water. 
The wild speculation in cotton,

farm boom is in danger of fad
ing. The prosperity of war-in
flated prices that bolstered the 
otherwise chronically-sick agri
culture is laying the basis for an 
even more disastrous collapse of 
farm prices in the future.

The crisis of American farm
ers is looming, as the Wall Street 
Journal, Oct. 31, correctly im
plied. The whole structure of 
farm commodity prices has “be
gun a correction,” it  says edi
torially. “We must confess our 
inability to predict whether or 
when the correcting process will 
be completed.”

In the cotton market slunyj 
can be seen the classic features 
of the basic contradictions of 
capitalist production which re
sult in over-production for a 
shrinking market.

The textile manufacturers 
have been piling up huge in
ventories, second only to those 
in the automobile industry. 
Simultaneously, prices of cotton 
clothing have shot up as much 
as 300 to 400 per cent, aggravat
ed by the artificial scarcity cre
ated by the textile and cloth
ing profiteers. The wage-earn
ers cannot afford inflation pri
ces. They cannot buy. The pile- 
up of goods is turning into a 
glut in the warehouses of the 
manufacturers and merchants.

The cotton speculators, in 
turn, have gambled on future 
price rises. They held back un
til they began to get scared by 
the pile-up of bales and the 
dribbling away of orders from 
the manufacturers. Then came 
the rush to unload.
GOVERNMENT ROLE

It  is illuminating to observe 
how quickly the capitalist gov
ernment has stepped in to aid 
the speculators in their plight. 
Only yesterday these specula
tors were damning government 
“interference” and regulation 
when it came to holding down 
inflationary prices. Today they 
are pleading for government 
helD.as in all other agricultural com

modities, is a symptom, not a 
cause.

The citadel of “King Cotton” 
was supposed to be the safest 
and strongest In the agricul- 

j tural price domain. That is 
why no ceilings were maintain
ed in cotton prices and there 
was no strict control of specul
ators’ margins.
WEAK BEAM

But this “strongest” beam in 
the agricultural price structure 
has proved the weakest. I t  is 
the first crack. Already, the 
markets in meat, grains, 'coffee 
and other commodities 
trembling and sagging.

Government agricultural of-

Plan CIO Drive 
In Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 1 — 
At a meeting of CIO Coun
cil members and ra’nk and 
file ’ delegates held,here Sun
day, t • a,• recommendation was 
adopted for an organizing drive 
to be patterned after the-1936 
drive.

Special campaigns will take 
place among agricultural and 
cannery workers, public work
ers, office workers and utilities 
employes.

The meeting also decided to 
reconstitute on a permanent 
basis the strike co-ordinating 
committee organized in last year’s 
strike, wave...

These decisions place the local 
CIO in a much stronger position 
for the new wage demands, and 
the strike wave which will in
evitably follow should they be 
refused.

Truman promptly promised it. 
The Agi-iculture Department and 
Commodity Credit Corporation 
are preparing to bolster high 
cotton prices with government 
purchases, loans and subsidies. 
Remember how helpless the 
government appeared when the 
meat barons demanded the 
sci-apping of price controls so 
they could soak the people with
out restraint?

But the underlying causes for 
the cotton market slump will 
not be eliminated by the capit
alist government. Those causes 

are | lie in the anarchy of capit
alist production — production for 
private profit without regard for

ficials are now warning that the | the needs of the people.

Enthusiastic Rally Winds Up 
New Jersey Election Campaign

By Ruth F ranklin
NEWARK, Nov. 2 — An overflow ra lly and dance at 

the Cadillac Restaurant wound up the Socialist Workers 
Party’s election campaign here last night. An enthusiastic 
audience heard three of the SWP candidates and W illiam 
F. Warde, chairman, sum up®-
the issues in  the 1946 cam
paign.

William E. Bohannon, candi
date for Congress from the 11th 
District, devoted most of his re
marks to a condemnation of the 
Republican and Democratic re
cord on Jim Crow, contrasting 
their pre-election promises with 
their post-election performance. 
He stressed the fact that a vote 
for the SWP was a vote that 
counted as a protest against dis
crimination and segregation.

George Breitman, candidate 
for the U.S. Senate, traced all 
of the major evils of modern so
ciety to the profit system and 
indicated how a Workers’ and 
Farmers’ Government would era
dicate these evils. He also drew 
attention to a number of devel
opments since the end of the 
war which showed that the work
ers were looking around now for 
a radical change.

Alan Kohlman, candidate for 
Governor, summed up. the New 
Jersey record of the capitalist 
party politicians and- ended with 
a stirring appeal to the audience 
not. .opiy. to . make.. thqir . vote, 
count on election day, but also 
to make their lives count by en
tering the struggle for socialism

and joining' the Socialist Work
ers Party.

Many in the audience, who had 
been contacted through the wide
spread distribution of the Party’s 
election literature, were attend
ing an SWP meeting for the 
first time. They demonstrated 
their enthusiasm and solidarity 
by generous contributions to the 
collection. Most of them signed 
interest cards asking to be in
formed of future SWP activities. 
The rally ended with the singing 
of The Internationale, and was 
followed by dancing and refresh
ments. All of the campaign work
ers — members and sympathisers 
of the SWP — felt that the rally 
was a fine and fitting end to 
the long weeks of intensive cam
paign work.

NEW  YORK
Marxist Labor School

Opens Dec. 2 w ith  weekly 
courses in Th« First American 
Revolution, Historical Material
ism, From the'Third International 
to the Fourth International, and 
Democracy, Fascism or Socialism. 
Registrations now accepted at:

T16 University Place


