SWP Supports
ALP Candidate
For Congress

NEW YORK, Feb. 11—The New York Local of the
Socialist Workers Party today announced its support of
Johannes Steel, American Labor Party candidate for Con-
gress In the 19th Congressional District in the speclal elec-
tion to be held on February 18.

The text of the SWP statement on the election follows:

The New York local of the Soclalist Workers Party is
supporting the candidate of the American Labor Party,
Johannes Steel, in the special election in the 19th Congres-
sional District. The Trotskyists call upon the workers of

Waorkers Ot The World, Unite !

THE MILITANT

PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

VOL. X — No. 7

NEW YORK, N. Y., SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1946

-

PRICE: FIVE CENTS

this district to cast their votes for Steel on February 19
for the following reasons: |

1. The Socalist Workers Party has been in the fore-
front of the growing movement for an Indepedent Labor
Party based on the trade unions.

2. The American Labor Party, which is supported by
the bulk of the CIO unions in New York City, Is running
Bteel as a candidate for Congress in opposition to the
candidates of the boss-controlled Republican and Demo-
.cratic Parties.

3. Despite the lack of a real labor candidate and pro-
gram, the independent ALP campaign in this by-election
represents a break with the boss parties and 1s, therefore,
a step in the direction of genuine independent labor politics.

While supporting the ALP candidate, the Socialist
Workers Party emphasizes the glaring deficienties of the |
ALP program and candidate. The radio commentator,
Bteel, does not come from labor's ranks. At best, he is a |
rank opportunist with a shady political record, acting for
the moment as a hand-picked tool for the Stalinists who
dominate the ALP.

The Stalinist Role In New York

This ex-Browder gang, now following the new “leader”
Foster, have for years been sabotaging the movement for
labor’s independent political action by making foul-smell-
ing deals with the corrupt boss-ridden political parties of
the capitalist class. For example, in the Mayoralty elec-
tions last November, they alded in shackling the workers
of New York City to Tammany by palming off O’'Dwyer as
a “labor-progressive coalition” candidate pledged to sup-
port the “Roosevelt-Wallace-Truman” program.

The Stalinlst-ALP candidate, Steel, who calls himself
a “militant” Democrat also proclaims his allegiance to
the “Roosevelt-Wallace-Truman” program. On the basis
of this program, O’‘Dwyer has already demonstrated his
open anti-labor bias by marshalling” an army of police
against the Western Union strikers and offering police
protection for scabs to break the tug boat strike. On the
basis of this program the poll-tax Democrats in Congress
flibustered the FEPC bill to death while the “militant”
Democrats stood meekly by and then joined in lynching
the measure.

A Timid Gesture

The strikebreaking role of Wall Street's Democratic and
Republlcan political agents has become so flagrant and the
policy -of supporting so-called “progressive” capitalist can-
dldates has been so discredited, Ahat tha gtaifnist-ALP lead-
ers are compelled at this time to make a timid and ‘half-
hearted gesture toward labor political action by running
an independent candidate.

Instead of the phrase-mongering and false promises
of “militant” Democrats, labor requires a fighting program
to defend the interests of the workers against the corpora-
tions, and to defend the rights of the petrsecuted and op-
pressed national and racial minorities. Only such a pro-
gram of militant action can arouse the enthusiasm and

support of the people of New York’s lower East Side, who
are called upon to select a representative in this election.
Despite these serious ohjections to both the ALP candi-

date and his program, a °

would strengthen the mover;(

ictory of the ALP candidate
ent for a genuine independent

labor party which would run labor candidates for office on
a labor program. It is for this reason that the Socialist
Workers Party calls upon the voters of the 19th Congres-
sional District In New York to go to the polls on February
18 and cast their ballots for the ALP candidate, Johannes

Steel.

Negro Gl Brothers Slain
By Jim-Crow Freeport Cop

By Bill Morgan
(Special To The Militant)

FREEPORT, N. Y., Feb.

9—Murder in cold blood, as-

sault with Intent to kill and Jim-Crow justice—all these

crimes were committed in

this Long Island community

last Tuesday night by an assassin employed by the Free-

port police department.

The victims are four Negro
brothers, all veterans of World
War II. Dead are Charles and
Alfonso Ferguson. Wounded by a
bullet from the murderer's gun is
Joseph Ferguson. In jail, serv-
ing a 100-day sentence is Richard
Ferguson. The Kkiller, a cop
named Joseph Romeika, is still
at large,

The four brothers were cele-
brating their reunion after sev-
eral years' separation in the
armed services. Pvt. lst Class
Charles Ferguson, 27 years old,
had been in the Army Air Corps.
His Brother Alfonso was also in
the Army. Richard was dis-
charged last October from the
Army. Joseph, the fourth broth-
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er, was in the Navy, a Seaman
3/c. They were preparing to
say “So long!” to Charles who
had just re-enlisted in the Air
Corps. And they were on the
way to see their mother, Mrs.
Minnie Ferguson, who lives in
Roosevelt, a nearby village.

TRAILED AND SLAIN

On the night of February 5§
the brothers went to the bus
terminal in Freeport to board a
bus for Roosevelt. While waft-
ign for the bus the boys entered
a tea room in the terminal for
| something to eat. They were re-
fused service and an argument
ensued. The boys demanded
their democratic rights but were
denied service. When they left
in search of another place to
have some food, they were fol-
lowed by a policeman named
Joseph Romeika,

About two blpcks from the bus
terminal Romeika grabbed
Charles Ferguson and kicked

him in the groin. Romeika then
drew & gun and ordered all the
boys to raise their hands above
their heads. They obeyed this
order at once. Romeika opened
fire. The first to fall was

(Continued on Page 6)

Chicago Police Protect Fascist Spokesman

before a women’s
spreading of Smith’s

club,

the hall.

1,500 Chicago
anti-labor,

anti-Negro

IN THE NEWS

Just Keep It ‘Decent’

George Fielding Eliot, describ-

ing the ‘“sadistic savagery”
against American GIs confined
at the [Lichfield, England,

Guardhouse comments: ‘“There
seems to have been a consistent
Army policy to make detention
so dreaded that men would avoid
it like a plague, that combat duty
would be infinitely preferred to
falling into the hands of the
guards at & detention center.
decgpt limits.” (N. Y. Herald-
Tribune, Feb, 4.)

~ e

The Devil Is A Saint

“Iran’s newly appointed Prem;
fer, Ahmed Ghawam Sultaneh, |
widely heralded as ‘pro-Soviet,’
is nothing of the sort, thc Daily
Worker learned today,” (Daily
Worker, American Stalinist or-
gan, January 28, 1946.)

“Premier Stalin has telegraph-
ed to Prime Minister Ahmed
Ghawam of Iran that he is
‘grateful for his friendly atti-
tude toward the Soviet Union'."”
(N. Y. Times, February 4, 1946.)

Didn’t Read

Between Lines

“TOKYO, Feb. 1 -The Ameri-
can occupation of Korea got off
on the wrong foot from the start,
virtually from December, 1943,
according to linguistic experts
here, because the Koreans mis-

translated the phrase in the
Cairo Declaration concerning
their independence.” (N. Y.

Times, February 2.)

Hard At Work

“LONDON, Feb. 5 — A short
story of tonight’s meeting of the
UNO Security Council runs:

8:30 — Meeting scheduled to
start.

9:05—Meeting started.

9:13—Meeting adjourned ‘for
five minutes.’

11:05—The ‘five minutes’ end-
ed.

11:10—Meeting adjourned un-
til 9 P, M. tomorrow.” (N. Y.

Times, February 6.)

That policy is all right, within |

When Fascist demagogue Gerald L. K. Smith came to Chicago on February 7 to speak

workers militantly demonstrated against the

and anti-Jewish
night sticks wielded by picked police reinforcements failed to break up the anti-Smith dem-
onstration. Smith and several of his lieutenants had to be given a large police escort to leave

liles. Even the swinging

By Robert

1500 Chicago Workers Picket
G.LK. Smith's Fascist Meeting

L. Birchman

(Special To The Militant)
CHICAGO, Feb. T—In the first effective demonstration

here against fascist Gerald L.

K. Smith, 1,500 workers, vet-

erans and youth formed a militant picket line before the
West Side Women'’s Club where Smith was permitted to-

night to voice his poisonous anti-labor, anti-Jewish, anti- |

To Break Strike

Negro propaganda. He addressed an audience of only
about 800 people although®——
almost 300 Chicago policenative fascists through the pick-

were on hand to help escort
Smith’s followers into the
meeting.

The pickets formed in close
single file, militantly shouting
“Down with Fascism,” *“Drive
Smith Out of Chicago,” and sing-
ing “Solidarity Forever.” Every
Smith follower who appeared
had to be carefully escorted
through the picket line by the.

police. They were indignantly
denounced as ‘“fascist rats,"
“Nazi scum,” etc.

But the same Chicago police

who so courteouslv guided these |

et line, brutally clubbed a group
of anti-fascist youth from a
neighborhood high-school, Sev-
eral of these injured youth re-
quired hospitalization.

YOUTH FIGHT BACK

The youngsters fought back
bravely against the fascist ver-
min supported by police terror.
Three of Smith's followers who
provoked the pickets were beaten
up so that they, too, required
hospitalization. By the time the
meeting ended practically every
window in the West End Wo-

(Continued on Page 2)

CHINESE TROTSKYIST PARTY
SURVIVES JAPANESE TERROR

The Communist League of ‘China, Chinese section of

the Fourth International, has

now answered in the roll-call

of Trotskyist organizations which have survived the war.
Cut off from all contacts abroad for the past four years
isolated by battlefronts and®—

censorship, our Chinese com-
rades have maintained their
organization, according to
brief ‘'word received from
them last week.

In a letter from Shanghai dat-'
ed January 12, they proudly tell!
us: “We still exist despite all
losses.”

The nature of the losses— the;
deaths of comrades under the:
Japanese occupation—is indicat~
ed by the report that comrade'

Chen Chi-chang, a member of/|.

the Central Committee and a!
veteran Trotskyist, “died in the‘
hands of the Japanese gend  rmes]
three years ago.”

Thus the Chinese section of
the Fourth International, felt the
bloody hand of Japanese imper-
ialist persecution just as its sis-
ter parties in Europe experienced
the bestial killings of the Nazis.
DATES BACK TO 1928

Survival! of the Chinese Trot-
skyist organization wunder the
most trying and difficult condi-
tions is once again testimony to
the vitality of the world-wide

the banner of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The Chinese organization
claims a place with the Socialist
‘Workers Party as one of the old-

:|est cadres of the Trotskyist move-

ment, its origin dating back to
1928.. It survived the terrible

In Memory Of
Chen ‘Chi-chang
See Page 3

years of the Kuomintang terror
and'the onerous conditions of the
Japanese occupation not to speak

;| of the campaigns of slander and

betrayal by the Chinese Stal-
inists.

It will warm the hearts of
Trotskyists everywher. to learn
that our Chinese comrades have
at Jast been heard from. We hail
the brave revolutionary fighters
of China. We pledge to them our
solidarity’ in the fight to frpe
their country from Imperialist
domination and project the Chi-
nese people along the path o

movement which grew up under

socialism,

Stallmsts Deal
A Stab In Back
To GM Strikers

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

| DETROIT, Feb. 10—Mem-
bers and leaders of the CIO
United Auto Workers are
seething with indignation at
the latest treacherous stab in
the back dealt by the Stal-
inists to the striking 225;000
General Motors auto work
ers.

Without a word of w

the leaders of the Scallnlst-
dominated CIO United Electri-
cal, Radio and Machine Work-
ers yesterday announced an
agreement to settle the strike of
30,000 UE members in the GM
Electrical Division for an 18%-
cent an hour wage increase,
while the GM auto workers are
continuing their bitter 12-week
strike to win at least the 19%-
cent increase recommended for
them by Trumsan's fact-finding
board,

TRUMAN YIELDS TO PRICE
DEMANDS OF BIG BUSINESS

Iluge Inflation Is Planned
To Rob Labor Of Pay Gains

By Art Preis
A gigantic price steal is being engineered
behind the scenes in Washington to rob the work-
ers of the benefit of any wage gains won during
the present great strike struggles.
———s ——© An unprecedented in-

General Motors |p.csch witines
COntm“es Sta" in the interests of the
In Negotiations

profiteers and monopo-
lists, according to all in-

By Grace Carlson
(Special To The Militant)

dications from the capie«
DETROIT, Feb. 8—Nego-

tal.

The Truman administration
last week revealed that it is pre-
paring to settle the steel and

tiatilons between General
Motors Corporation and the
CIO United Auto Workers
are continuing here, but

other current major strikes on
they have slowed down al-

the basis of granting the core
porations most of the scandalous
price increases they have been
demanding.

ANOTHER FORMULA

1 UE members

most to a crawl, Despite the
presence in Detroit of "“ace me-
diator” James F. Dewey, no real
progress has been made toward
settlement of the 80-day old
General Motors strike.

Sent to Detroit as a special
mediator by Secretary of Labor
Lewis Schwellenbach, Dewey’s
arrival January 29 was hailed by
between the UE Stalinist leaders ;?:wslo::;l t:az:/ex;’séwmiﬂg;’t_rgt
and GM with undisguised con- it - S
sternation, '4?" "gd:mgs e D, OF

Not only does this settlement
encourage General Motors to
continue its resistance to the
19%-cent increase for the UAW
strikers, but the return of the
to work will
strengthen GM's ability to hold
out against the auto workers,

UAW President R, J. Thomas
met, the news of the secret deal

He expressed “'tg
rible shock” and stated that-it’
“puts us in an awful spot since
GM now will come to us insist-
ing that we settle on the same
terms."”

Thomas revealed that the Stal-

(Continued on Page 6)

NOW FORECAST.”

COMMITTEE STANDS

Dewey’s record in ‘“settling”
the UAW’s sit-down strikes in
Detroit and Flint in 1936 and
1937 and the strikes of tool and
die workers at Chrysler, Dodge
and Briggs plants in 1939 was
praised in the News story. It

THIS WEEK!

Tugmen Resist
0'Dwyer Drive

By Art Sharon

was predicted that Dewey would
“streamline” the negotiations by
cutting down the size of the un-
ion negotiating committee.

But Dewey's hope of high-

(Continued on Page 6)

This policy, it appears, will be
wrapped up in some new “wage=
price stabilization” formula
which will leave the door wide
open for wunrestricted prices
while attempting .to fix wages
at some new frozen level.

That the administration is ser-
iously contemplating such a pol=
icy was indicated last week when
William Green, AFL president,
following a conference with Tru-
man revealed that he had heard
reports of a new “Little Steel”
formula in the making, Green
stated that labor “could not ac-
quiesce in another wage formula
like the Little Steel formula”
which would become “both a
maximum and a minimum."

What the administration is
preparing to do to aid the price
steal long planned by Big Busi-
ness is indicated by the recom-
mendations of the government’s
“fact -~ finding” panel in the
meat-packing case.

The panel on February 7 pro-
posed a 16-cent instead of the
demanded 25-cent wage increase
for the packinghouse workers

Continued on Page 7)

(Special To The Militant)

NEW YORK, Feb. » — For
the second time this week
New York's 3,000 striking
tugboat men have rejected by
a two to one vote the paltry
settlement offered by the own-
ers and recommended by their
union leaders. Their vote to
continue the strike was a mili-
tant defiance of Truman's “seiz-
ure” of the tugs and attempts to
operate them, which the work-
ers denounced as ‘‘government
strikebreaking.”

Bitter and ‘angry strikers
milled around union headquar-
ters during the voting, suspicious
of a possible fraudulent count
of the ballots. It was freely pre-
dicted by many that Joseph Ry=
an, president of the AFL Inter-
national Langshoremen’s Associ-
ation, would announce the Ye-
sult as “Yes,” becaffse no union
member opposed to the proposed
phony settlemént was allowed on
the balloting committee.

But the temper of the striking
tugboat men was such that the
union leaders did not dare pull
any tricks.

O'DWYER HYSTERICAL

After the strikers’ first rejec-
tion of the operators’ terms earl-
ler in the week, Truman “‘seized”
the tugboats in prompt response
to an hysterical strikebreaking
appeal by Mayor O'Dwyer. O'-
Dwyer attempted unsuccessfully
to arouse a lynch spirit against
the strikers by fantastically pic-
turing the city on the verge of

“starvation” and “freezing to
death” because 400 tugs were not
operating.

After the “seizure” the men
were “ihvited” to man the boats
and “work for Uncle Sam.” But
the strikers' reply to this thinly
disguised attempt to break their
strike was:
get the profits and we'll be work-
ing for the same lousy wages and

under the same lousy condi-
tions."

Conditions on the tugboats
are notoriously bad. Unlicensed

Akron Rubber Unions Vote

“The owners will still |

{local here to vote in favor of
| striking, the Firestone and Good-
year  locals having taken strike
votes a few . weeks ago.

It Is reported that the “Big
Four” rubber corporations, Good-
fich, 'Goodyear, Firestone and
U. S. Rubber, are now willing to
conduct industry-wide negotia-
tions ‘with the union over the
question of wage increases, The
union’s International Executive
Board has discarded its previous
policy of dealing with the rub-
ber companiesr on a ‘“one at =2

‘| time" basis.

NEGOTIATIONS SOON

The first meeting of the union
negotiating committee with the
companies may be held within
the next few days, Failure of the
corporations to grant sizeable
wage Irnicreases will almost cer-
tainly result in an industry-wide
strike involving 'the four major
producers of rubber,

The.union is demanding a 30-
cent an hour increase; & basic 30-
hour week with time and one
half for' hours worked id excess
of six per day and 30 per week;
time and one half for Saturday
work, double time for Sunday
work: six designated holidays
and straight time pay for holi-
days not worked, and a 10-cent
an_hour night-shift differential.

STAGGERING PROFITS

That the rubber companies are
able to prant the union’s de-

) (Continued on Page 7)

mands is graphically illustrated

Strike For Wage Increases

By Milton Genecin
(Special to The Militant)

AKRON; O., Feb. 4 — At a special meeting held here
yesterday, CIO United Rubber Workers Goodrich Local B
voted overwhelmingly to strike if wage increases and other
demands were not granted by the company. The vote was
2,695 in favor of striking with only 60 opposed.

This is the third major rubber ®

by the Goodrich company’s proftt
figures, published in The Air Bag,
Local 5’s newspaper. Profits gar-
nered by this company increased
from 24 million dollars in 1839
to the staggering figure of 98
million dollars in 1943,

The corporation has been set-
ting up RESERVES OF OVER
100 MILLION DOLLARS A
YEAR FROM 1939 TO 1943 IN-
CLUSIVE. This is a favorite
method of hiding profits. It can
safely be assumed that deprecia-
tion of plant and equipment did
not come to 562 million dollars
in the Goodrich empire in the
five years, 1939-1943, for which
figures are available.

DPRASTIC WAGE CUTS

Knowing that the corpo. i'uns
have fattened themselves im=
mensely during the war, the ‘ub-

ber workers are determined to
obtain substantial wage in-
creases. Most rubber workers in
this area have had their take-
home pay reduced from 33 ‘o 50
per cent through the reduction
in working hours from 48 to 36
per week.

Should the coming negotiations
prove unsuccessful In winning the
union’s demands, there Is strong
likelihood of an industry-wide
strike that will bring the rubber
workers out on the picket lines
to join the giant army of indus-
trial workers now fighting for
higher wages from one end of

the country to the other.
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Red-Bait

ing Slander -- Stalinist Style

By The Editors

The Communist (Stalinist) Party has become notori-
ous for its abrupt zigzags and somersaults. Repeatedly in
Stalinist politics the devil of yesterday becomes the saint
of tomorrow, and vice-versa, For example, in 1933 the
American Stalinists called Roosevelt a ‘“fascist,” only to
embrace him soon afterwards as their spiritual guide and
leader, In 1945 the Stalinists supported the same Tammany
candidate O'Dwyer for Mayor of New York whom they
had previously denounced for following the “divisive Hit-
ler technique.”

Politics often makes strange bedfellows—but the record
of Stalinism is unsurpassed for its shameless political pro-
miscuity.

There is hardly a party or political tendency in the
camp of capitalist reaction with whom the Stalinists have
nmot at one time or another entered into an active or ‘tacit
alliance. Who has forgotten the period of the Stalin-Hitler

pact, when Molotov declared that “fascism was a matter |8

of taste” and the Stalinists here echoed the same senti-
ment?

Only One Consistency

But thfoughout all the Stalinists’ twists and turns, in
one thing they have remained consistent—their hatred and
fear of the genuine communists, the Trotskyists. The
Stalinist pack denounces the Trotskyists as vigorously
and slanderously today under Foster, as during the re-
pent reign of Browder.

In fact, the Stalinists are stepping up their vicious at-
#acks upon the Socialist Workers Party and The Militant.
Almost every day their paper, the Dally Worker, carries
some lying piece against the Trotskyists. In a number of
localities Stalinist goons Rave assaulted distributors of
The Militant while other Stalinists have tried to prevent
fts distribution to union members. Finally, the Stalinists
have sought to whip up a Trotskyist-balting “red scare”
$n Flint, Detroit and. other strike centers, thereby aiding
eorporation attempts to divide workers on the picket lines.

The Stalinist leaders themselves declare that these
wile actions form part of a concerted campaign to “oust
the Trotskyites from the labor movement.” An article
bearing this title has just appeared In the February
Pelitical Affairs, “theoretical” organ of the U. 8. Commun-
iat Party. One of its editors, Max Weiss, writes: “In all
districts a properly planned campaign must be worked out
%o guarantee the realization of this objective,”

Clue To Lynch-Campaign

Why do the Stalinist leaders find it imperative to
speed up their lynch-and-lie campaign against.the Trot-
8kylsts? Weiss himself provides the first clue. The Soclal-
ist Workers Party and The Militant have been gaining in-
fluence and prestige among the workers while the Stalin-
ists have been losing ground. Weiss complains that the
Trotskyists “have succeeded in the past period in penetrat-
ing into certain key labor and mass organizations, that in
many cities throughout the country and in many fields of
the people’s movement there is a constantly expanding
Trotskyite activity . .. "

This Stalinist poison-pen artist does not, or rather
dares not, suggest any explanation for this great expansion
of Trotskyist influence in the labor movement, among the
Negro people, among all the most'progressive elements. He
does not tell how the Trotskyists consistently defended the

interests of labor and the oppressed minorities against’

reactionary attacks throughout the war while the Stalin-
ists supported and abetted these reactionary attacks.

By their advocacy of labor management committees:

and of plecework and incentive system speedup on the
production lines, the Stalinists aroused enormous indigna-
tion among ‘the workers, Above all the workers were
outraged by the Stalinist strikebreaking role in every war-
time strike including the Montgomery Ward struggle and
the titanic wartime strike battles-of the coal miners.
Through these and many other abominable strikebreak-
ing acts, the Stalinists stabbed labor in the back.

Stalinists Embraced Big Business

Furthermore, in their zeal to sell the imperialist war
to the workers as a holy crusade, the Stalinists painted the
pleture of Big Business and organized labor cooperating
to build a bright, harmonious future in the postwar world.
Their leader, Earl Browder, openly sought to clasp the
hand of J. P. Morgan, One of their union stooges, Harry
Bridges, urged a permanent No-Strike Pledge. Foster and
mll the other present CP leaders helped to peddle this sell-
eut policy which they characterize today as “the capital-
ist esgence of Browderlsm.”

Only & year ago, in January 1945, the Dally Worker
*Jabor specialist” George Morris, published an anti-Trotsky-
$st pamphlet called “The Trotskyite Fifth Column in the
Labor Movement.” Here are a few “crimes” of the Trot-
skyists, in this indictment framed according to the Stalin-
Browder line of that period.

The Trotskyists, says Morris, “ridicule a post-war out-

of unity and full employment” and look for “a sharp
erisis,” Moreover, “they refuse to recognize the trend to-
wards a common effort of organized labor, agriculture, sec-
$lons of business and the government, for a post-war order
of full production and full employment.”

Yes, while the Stalinists were snuggling up to Big
Buginess and its government agents, The Militant and
she Socialist Workers Party advised the workers to prepare

What Did We Fight For?

CIO steel worker pickets Nlinols Steel
plant in Chicago demand to know for whose benefits World
War II was fought, Picket signs read, “World War II was fought
for what? Freedom from fear? Freedom from want? Or only
to protect Big Business? What about us? Who won the war?”
These union militants haye learned that victory In the war

meant profits for the monopoly capitalists but wage cuts and
inflation for the workers.

for Wall Street’s offensive against labor, While the Stalin-
ists sowed the worst illusions ‘about the post-war period,
we told the workers the truth. The présent colossal wave
of strike struggles proves that we were right and that the
Stalinists deceived the workers.

We urge every rank-and-file Stalinist to re-read to-
day this pamphlet by Morrls. In itself it constitutes a
deadly exposure of the deceit and treachery of Stalinism.
Let us cite one more choice example. Morris assails the
Trotskylsts for designating the U. 8. Army as “the greatest
open shop institution in the country.” Isn’t that what the
GIs who are today fighting to gef.out of this Prussianized
Army think about it? Let the Stalinists today defend this
U. 8. Army régime and see how far they get with the mil-
lions of workers who know from experience its brutal anti-
democratic setup.

Try To Drown Out Questions

The dumping of Browder has led many a rank-and-
file Stalinist to ask: Haven't the Trotskyists been right
all through the war when the CP was nothing but a pliant
tool of imperialism? Wasn't it the Trotskyists who from
the first branded Browder’s line as a bétrayal of Marx-
ism and the working-class while. Foster declared in a na-
tional broadcast on January 9, 1944: “Communists do not
belleve it would be of benefit to national unity to make
proposals of a specific communistic or soelalist nature
at this time or IN THE IMMEDIATE POST-WAR PERIOD.”

This is a second reason for the Intensified Stalinist
attacks. They must redouble their mud-slinging and
name-calling in order to drown out such questioning and
to counteract, If they can, this growing tendency of CP
members and followers to give a more sympathetic hearing
to Trotskyism.

Thus Weiss himself states that the anti-Trotskyist
campalgn is “necessary in order to overcome tendencies to-

CP itself.
But the Stalinist hatchetmen cannot use honest, demo-

falsify our ideas and resort to the reactionary methods of
abuse, slander, frame-up and physical violence.
Here is one typical Stalinist attack upon the Trot-

L skylsts taken from the March 1, 1945 People’s World, West

Coast Stalinist daily. Listen to the ranting and raving of

- |its editorial comment on the Soclalist Workers Party plat-

form for the Los Angeles mayoralty election:

“For instance it (the SWP platform) charges that
President Roosevelt is trying to ‘Hitlerize America’ by
asking for a national service act.

“In a virtual call to rebellion against the war it raises
the slogan: ‘Stop the terrorization and slaughter of the
European workers."

are in league with the bandits of Britsh imperialism’,

“We maintain that this stuff, under the guise of elect-
foneering, is propaganda ‘Made in Berlin'! ., .

“This should not be tolerated. The FBI and the Unit-
ed States District Attorney should act at once to clamp
down on the Trotskyite saboteurs of our war effort."

Because they themselves advocated forced labor legls-
lation, supported the imperialist war aims and demand-
ed unconditional surrender to Wall Street, the Stalinists

. |labeled anyone who stood up for labor's rights and, above

all the Trotskyists, as “Hitler agents,”

And the Stalinist method of answering our revolu-
tlonary socialist position on capitalist conseription and
the imperialist war aims was to slander the Trotskyists
and call upon the American Gestapo, the FBI, to throw us
into jall,

A New Slander Campaign

Or take this more recent brazen lie in a leaflet signed
by Ralph Bhaw, Chairmanh of the Communist Party of
Missouri, and distributed a few weeks ago at an SWP
meeting in 8t. Louls, Shaw states: “Documents discovered
in Berlin and produced at the Nuremburg trial of Nazi high
criminals, reveal to the whole world how Trotsky plotted
with Rudolph Hess to organize a fifth column in the Soviet
Union in order to open the gates to the Nazi invasion.”

Every informed person knows that no such documents
have been produced at the Nuremburg trials, nor has there
been any mention of their existence in the world press,
including the Daily Worker. To be sure, the Stalinists are
fully capable of forging such documents, as they are of
making such false accusations, but in fact, they have not
done so, Yet this hasn't prevented the CP leader of Missouri
from uttering this foul falsehood.

In fact, the Stalinists have been driven to redouble
their frameup attempts precisely because the SWP has
taken a leading role in organizing the struggle agalnst
Gerald L. X. Smith and the native fascists in Los Angeles,
Detroit, and other clties. The Stalinlsts are exceptionally
embarrassed by this living refupation of their slanders.
How can their colossal lle that the Trotskyists are' “agents
of fascism” be believed by the hundreds of thousands of
workers who see the Trotskyists in the vanguard of the
fight against the fascists here? .

Moreover, many Stalinist workers’ are themselves
aware of the Trotskyists' anti-fascist activities and mil-
itancy in the Ilabor struggles. They are expressing dis-
satisfaction with the obviously fabricated official CP char-
acterization of Trotskyism. One of these members, who
signs himself “R.J.M.,,” in a letter to the January 28 Daily
Worker complains bitterly about “a tendency among some
of them to shout Trotskyite to other members who are not
Trotskyites.” He pleads: “I believe The Worker should
publish an arficle explaining the basic differences be-
tween Trotskylsm and Marxism, or a series of articles.”

R. J. M. will wait in vain. The Worker cannot publish
any such articles if they represent the Trotskyist posi-
tion honestly, without disclosing to intelligent and inform-
ed readers that it s the Trotskylsts who uphold genuine
Marxism while the Stalinists have completely departed
from every principle of Marxism-Leninism.

Some months ago the American Stalinists made an-
other of their sudden shifts, At Moscow's command,
through Duclos, French Stalinist agent, Browder was de-
posed and Foster placed upon the throne, Since then the
Stalinists have been trying to pass themselves off again
as “militant” and as advocates of real class struggle poli-
cles. But they realize that the Trotskyists are the greatest

G.L.K. Smith’s

(Continued from Page 1)

men’s Club was broken.

1,500 Chicago Workers Picket
Fascist Meeting

'

ward a rotten liberalism toward “Trotskyites” within the

cratic working-class methods of counterposing thelr ideas
and arguments to our political program. Instead, they

“It charges that the ‘reactionary rulers of America ...

After brutally assaulting the
young anti-fascists, the police
arrested 21 of them, four of teen
rge, charging them with “dis-
orderly conduct.” When they
were brought before Desplaines
Police Court in a midnight ses-
sion, Judge Samuel Heller de-
clared: “It's a dastardly thing
that in the name of free speech
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a taxpayer has to spend money
to protect & lousy skunk llke
Smith.” He denounced the po-
lice for finger-printing the ar-
rested youth. All were released
on their own recognizance to ap-
w in court next Monday mormn-

Judge Heller issued a warrant
for the arrest of Smith, Arthur
W. Terminiello— the ex-priest
called “the Father Coughlin of
the South”—and Frederick Kis-
ter, head of the Christian Vet-
erans of America who sponsored
the meeting. These three will
appear in the Desplaines Street
Police . Court on Wednesdsy;
Smith - to answer to charges of
disorderly conduct, and Termin-
fello and Kister to answer
charges of disorderly conduct
and inciting to riot. A John
Doe warrant charging a police-
man with assault during the
picketing has not yet been
served.

STALINIST “HUSH-HUSH”
Here as elsewhere, Smith at-
tempted to sneak into Chicago,
hold his meeting without ad-
vance publicity, and thus avoid
the wrath of the anti-fescist
workers and youth, His plans
were facllitated by the “hush-
hush” policy pursued by Stalin-
ist leaders here. Although aware
of .the Smith meeting a full
week before it was to he held,

they planned to organize a small

and limited picket line In secret,
instead of mobilizing the broad-
est masses in aotion against
Smith. . The Stalinist union
leaders did not even notify the
Chicago CIO Industrial Union
Council, Their excuse was that
publicity would only build up the
meeting.

Thus the first general public
knowledge of the Smith meet-
ing and indications that a ‘‘sec-
ret” picket line was' being
planned came on Monday when
& Chicago Sun columnist men-
tioned it in a short note. Im-
mediately the SBocialist Workers
Party and other anti-fascist or-
ganizations were galvanized into
action., They did everything
possible to transform the small
“secret” picket line into an open
and broad united front involv-
ing the entire labor movement.

SWP IN FOREFRONT

With but a few days’ notice,
the Socialist Workers Party mob-
{lized almost 100 mémbers and
friends for the picket line. SBWP
banfers read: “Soclalist Workers
Party Fights Smith and Fas-
cists,” “Big Business Supports
Fascism,” “Hitler Was Anti-
Negro—=S0 Is S8mith,” “No Beach~
head for Fascism in Chicago,”
“Smash Fasclam Before It
Smashes Organized Labor,”
“Hitler Was & Jew-Baiter—So
Is Smith.”

Among other organizations
supporting the picket line and

carrying banners of thelr own
were the Jewish War Veterans,
the University of Chicago Anti-
Smith Committee, Labor’s Coun-
cil for Community Action, the
Committee of Raclial Equality,
the American Youth for QC~
racy, the Socialist Youth League
and the Workers Party.
SWP LEAFLET

In a leaflet distributed to the
picket line, the Socialist Workers
Party pointed out the danger of
Smith and his kind to the whole
labor movement. It showed how
the SWP was in the forefront of
the fight against fascism in Los
Angeles, Detrolt, Oakland, New
York and other cities, and called

upon workers of Chicago to “take

their places in the ranks of the
fighters against fascism.”
Although called on such short
notice, the splendid demonstra-
tion was an effective answer to
Smith and his fascist followers.
It had the immediate effect of
preventing Smith from holding
a second meeting scheduled for
February 9 at Viking Temple.
The manager of Viking Temple,
shaken by the militancy of the
demonstration d prodded by
telephone protests from the So-
cialist Workers Party and num-

érous other orgsnizations, an-
nounced that he would not per-
mit the meeting to be held there
and that he was “locking the
doors.”

menace to their double-faced game. They know how efe
fettively The Militant exposes the decelt of the Staline
ists, tears the mask of fake militancy from their face, and
shows the real reactionary features to the workers.

Why do the Stalinists support < Tammany mayor
QO'Dwyer of New York City whose police brutally club the
ACA-CIO Western Union pickets and act as scab-herders?
Why did the Stalinist UE leaders stall for nearly eight
weeks in calling out the 30,000 UE members working in
the General Motors Electrical Division, despite the pleas of
the striking GM auto workers?

Why did such Stalinist-dominated unions as the CIO
Electrical Workers make the greatest concessions on wage
demands to the employers in advance of strike actionp
Why did the S8talinlsts run Interference for the top UAW
leaders in their first efforts to put over the treacherous
“company security” proposals at Ford Local 600? Why
have the Stalinists unleashed an anti-Trotskyist “rede
scare”, in Flint and Detroit which the corporations promptly
snatched up in a futile attempt to divide the GM strikers?
We Trotskylsts have not only ralsed these and many
other embarrassing questions but we also explain the rea«
sons behind these Stalinist actions.

Trotskyists Expose And Explain

The Militant has demonstrated repeatedly that the
Communist (Stalinist) Party is not primarily interested
in the needs and welfare of the American working class.
It is a pliable instrument of the corrupt bureaucracy head-
ed by Stalin which has usurped power in the Soviet Union.
Today, under Foster as under Browder, the policy pursued
by the American Stalinists depends upon the given relae-
tions existing between the Big Three. Browder was dige
carded like a worn-out jumping jack and the Stalinist
line, while remaining essentially the same, was given a
more “radical” twist because of the changed diplomatic
relations between the Kremlin and Anglo-American im-
perialism following the war's end. :
In the devious game of power politics these relations
shift constantly from friendship to hostility to a period
of truce. Since it s manipulated as a pawn or pressure
mechanism in Stalin’s dealings with Washington, the CP
line will continue to zigzag from outright servility to Wall
Street or to a fake “militancy” regardless of the interests
of the workers,

That is why Stalin’s flunkeys cannot follow any con-
sistent course. That is also why they hate and fear the
Trotskyists of the Socialist Workers Party who are so con-
sistent and irreconeilable in their Marxist policies.

Our unwavering defense of labor’s interests in ware
time and in “peace” has provided the advanced workers
with a gauge by which to measure the degradation of the
Stalinists. We have won scores of thousands of new Mili-
tant readers and growing influence within the labor move-
ment in direct competition with the CP for the allegiance
of these workers. The workers have observed the two
parties in real life, in the daily activities of the unions;
in the struggle for Negro equallty, in the fight against
native fascism, in the fight against Big Business and its
imperialist wars,

Events Verify Our Predictions

These workers have seen how the predictions of the
Socialist Workers Party are being verified by the test of
events, They have become convinced that the slogans first
advanced by our party, such as “Open the Books of the
Corporations” and “Build An Independent Labor Party,’
are correct and indispensable in their fight against Big
Business and its political agents. That is why the workers.
are turning in increasing numbers to our party for guide-.
ance and advice, why they are joining our ranks.

It must be understood that the Stalinist frameup
msachinery is only in the first instance directed against the
Trotskylsts, It is llkewise almed agalnst all who stand
for militant, democratic unionism and progressive policies,
This is clearly demonstrated, for example, in Seattle where
the Stalinists haye branded as “fascists” the Committee
for a Labor Party, composed of individual unionists who
aim to persuade organized labor to form its own class party.
The scurrilous “anti-Trotskyite” campalgn of the
Stalinists, like every other “red-baiting” campaign, is &
threat to progressive unionism and gives aid and comfort
to the most reactionary forces, That is why all lJabor mili-
tants must be on guard against the poison spread by thess
treacherous enemies. They must close ranks in the fight
against the Stalinists’ lies, thelr anti-democratic actions,
their gangster methods.
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IN MEMORIAM|

Chen Chi-chang

By Li Fu-jen

With the arrival of the first
word from our Chinese com-
rades in more than four
years, comes the tragic news
of the death of Comrade Chen
Chi-chang, veteran revolu-
tionist and a leading mem-
ber of the Chinese Trotsky-
Ist organization from its in-
ception.

I came to know Comrade Chen
well during the many years I
spent in China. He was the
authentic type of professional
revolutionist who devoted his
entire life, all his energies, to
the emancipating struggle for
socialism. Perpetual, grinding
poverty and the need to provide
for a wife and five young chil-
dren — did not deter him. He
gave part of his time to transla-
tion work from English to Chin-
ese in order to gain a bare' liveli-
hood and the rest of his time
was given to the movement. I
never knew him to complain of
his personal difficulties.

REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTER

Like his comrades, Chen lived
the life of an underground rev-
olutionary fighter, always in the
shadow of capture by the blood-
hounds of Chiang Kai-shek's
police. He developed special skill
in the multifarious activities of
an illegal political organization.

It was largely due to his in-
genuity and never-flagging vig-
ilance that the underground
Trotskyist printing press was
maintained without interruption
during the years before Pearl
Harbor to bring out the party or-
gan Doh Tseng (“Struggle’”) and
other publications. This press
was operated under the very nos-
es of the Kuomintang and Brit-
ish imperialist police.

Often it became necessary to
move the printing apparatus with
great speed from one hiding
place to another. It was Com-
rade Chen Chi-chang who made
arrangements and saw that they
were carried through. He not only
suarded the printing apparatus

Nicola

rade in Italy.)

CHEN CHI CHANG

but also wrote for the party
press. At intervals he engaged in
transporting Trotskyist litera-
ture from the center to branch
organizations in Hongkong and
elsewhere — one of the most
hazardous undertakings.

A GRIEVOUS LOSS

Comrade Chen msanaged by
great vigilance and caution to
evade the ever-spread dragnet
laid for the Trotskyists by the
Kuomintang and imperialist po-

lice. As 8 member of the Central
Committee he was especially
sought after by the authorities.
Only now do we learn of his
death at the hands of the vicious
gendarmes of Japanese imper-
ialism,

The Trotskyist movement has
suffered a grievous loss in the
death of Comrade Chen. His
name s added to the roll of hon-
or of Troiskyist martyrs. We sa-
lute his memory!

Di Bariolomeo

By Carlo
(The following letter has just been received by us from a eom-

News has reached us of the death of Comrade Nicola
Di Bartolomeo, National Secretary of the Partito Operaio
Communista (Workers' Communist Party), Italian Section
of the Fourth International. His death robs the Italian
party and the Fourth Inter- &—

national of one of its ablest
leaders and most courageous
militants.

Comrade Di Bartolomeo spent
more than two and a haif dec-
ades of his life in the service of
the revolution. As a young com-
munist, he was forced into ex-
fle on the advent of Fascism
This only transferred his activ-
fties in behalf of the working
class movement to other coun-
tries.

His experiences in Italy, Bel-
gium and France conyvinced him
that the Stalinist leadership of
the Comintern could only lead
it to new defeats. The writings
of Trotsky, with which he became
acquainted during his exile, con-
firmed the lessons of life. Nicola
Di Bartolomeo joined the ranks
of the Fourth International.

ON THE BARRICADES

Soon after the outbreak of
the Spanish Civil War, Comrade
Di Bartolomeo made his way to
Barcelona, where he  assisted
actively in the organization of
the Lenin Column, of which he
became Political Commissar, In
the "May Days Insurrection” in
1937, he took his place on the
barricades, defending with rifle
in hand the last vestiges of pro-
letarian power against the as-
saults of the Stalinist - Repub-
lican reaction.

‘When France was overrun in
1840, Comrade Di Bartolomeo
was handed to Mussolini's fascist
thugs by the Petain government.
For the first time in years he
found himself back in the land
of  his birth — behind the stone
walls. and iron bars of Naples
Jail, From here he was trans-
ferred to the Tremiti Isolator.
To Comrade Di Bartolomeo this
simply meant that his work had
to be carried on under more dif-
ficult conditions.

Within a short time he had
organized a group of revolution-
aries and they were discussing
and elaborating ®rogrammatic
documents. Here in this fascist
concentration camp, the Part-
ito Operaio Communista was
born, The courageous little band
of revolutionaries 'even succeed-
ed in smuggling their documents
out of the camp into other camps
and prisons. In this way the Ital-
ian Trotskyist movement was
founded. Its first calls were right
inside the concentration camps
and .prisons, under the very

noses of Mussolini’'s Secret Po-
lice. The inspirer and guide of
this work was Nicola Di Bar-
tolomeo.

The fall of Mu.ssollnl and the
landing of Anglo - American
troops on the Italian mainland,
opened the gates of the camps
and isolators and Di Bartolomeo
was free to carry on.with his
revolutionary work outside the
barbed wire fences, among the
workers and peasants of South-
ern Italy, Within a few weeks of
his release, the first Trotskyist
manifesto to be published in
Italy was off the press. Amongst
the chaos and debris of military
Jefeat, while the Communist and
Socialist parties were trying to
outdo each other in acts of
treachery, the clear voice of
proletarian internationalism was
heard above the din of battle.

But Nicola’s fight was only
beginning. In the new “democ-
racy” brought by Allied tanks
and bombing planes, the Trot-
skyist party found itself without
the right to & free press. Com-
ing out varyingly as L'Interna-
zionale and Il Militante, the Trot-

0;
skyist press, nevertheless, made
its appearance clandestinely.

Now began the long struggle
for a legal press. In the course
of this struggle, the POC’ at-
tracted to it the best elements
in the Socialist Party, the Soc-
ialist Youth, and from the
Bordigists. Even the Stalinists
were not immune and not a few
joined the ranks of the Trotsky-
ists. Before his death, Nicola Di
| Bartolomeo had the satisfaction
of seeing this campaign victor-
fous, Under his editorship, the
first three issues of IV Interna-
zionale made their appear-
ance.

Nicola Di Bartolomeo is dead.
The spirit of the party which he
founded is reflected in this
quotation from a letter from his
wife and comrade, Rosa Gua-
dino: “You will want to know
what Nicola’s end signifies in
this moment. Ome thing is cer-
tain—we will not give up .., We
are determined to continue the
struggle initiated by my poor
Nicola and to build the Party to
which he devoted his life.”

Fourth Internationalists every-
where dip their flag in salute to
our departed comrade. For &
moment we pause to mourn our
dead. Then, with closed ranks we
march forward to the goal for
which he strove — to the:vic-
tory of the worker's revolution!

Dutch Trotskyist Congress
Backs Javanese People

The Dutch Trotskyists, organ-
ized in the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, held a Congress
December 23-24, 1945. As re-
ported in their weekly news-
paper De Rode October (Red Oc¢-
tober), the Congress marked an
important step forward in the
revolutionary socialist moyvement
of the Netherlands.

Oné of the principal points on
the agenda was the struggle of
the Indonesian people for their
freedom from Dutch Imperial-
ism. The Putch Trotskyists have
stood in the yanguard of the bat-
tle of the workers in Holland to
grant the Indonesians their in-
dependence. The RCP has
waged & militant, inspiring
campaign around the slogans:
Hands Off Indonesia! Free Indo-
nesia from Holland Now!

The Congress reaffirmed sup-
port of the Indonesians in an
important resolution on freedom
for the colonial peoples.

Other resolutions passed by she
Congress dealt with the present
economic and political situation
and the tasks and perspectives

of the Revolutionary Communist
Party. In a resolution on the
Soviet Union, the Congress
pointed out how the Stalinist
bureaucracy with its false for-
mula of building socialism in
only “one country” had be-
trayed the October 1817 revolu-
tion and undermined the work-
ers’ state. The Congress declared
that the October revolution led
by the Bolsheviks must serve as
a model for the workers of other
lands.

The Congress adopted & num-
ber of proposals for intensify-
ing party activities and stepping
up the rate of recruitment. Red
October has already launched &
drive for 1,000 subscriptions
by May 1.

The delegates expressed great
optimism over the perspectives
for the growth of the RCP in the
Netherlands and for the growth
of Trotskyism throughout the
world.

The Congress reaffirmed ite
allegiance to the program of
Bolshevism and the Fourth In-
l ternational.

By Diego

SANTIAGO, Chile,

paca, against the state
of siege, imposed by the
government, in defense
of democratic liberties,
and as a protest against
the shooting of workers
on January 28. (Report-
ed in last week’s Mili-
tant.)

Some 800,000 workers, small
business men, artisans and small
industrialists answered the call
of the Federation. The economic
life of the entire country was
paralyzed for 24 hours. All trans-
portation — rallway, maritime,
busses and street cars—ceased.
Public utliities, the mines, the
industries, etc., were shut down.

I do not recall ever having
seen a general strike as complete
and successful as this one. And
workers who patticipated in the
struggles following the First
World War say that the number
of persons participating in this
strike surpasses anything pre-
vious.

ECONOMIC LIFE HALTS

Here in Santiago, the ecapital
of Chile, financial and economic
life was halted. Every business
house closed its doors. The rail-
way workers had already gone
out on strike a day ahead of the
time set by the Federation.
Street car operators and bus driv-
ers refused to move their vehicles,
The employees of the banks and
government services stopped
work. All the men and women
workers in the industries and big
commercial houses warmly com-
plied with the call for a general
work stoppage.

With its closed doors and shut-
tered windows, the city appeared
dead.

But from early morning thou-
sands upon thousands of peo-
ple, came on foot from the farth-
est reaches of the city, converg-
ing toward the headquarters of

—— |the Chilean Workers Federation.

There they formed ranks for the
funeral march for the seven who

Henriquex

(Special to The Militant)

Jan. 381 — The genera:

strike organized by the Chilean Workers Federa-
tion achieved a smashing success. The demonstra- ;
tion was called in solidarity with the striking ni-

©
trate workers of Tara-S T o onday masea |

cre.

leaders of the Chilean Workers
Federation they marched in sl-
lence—an immense humean sea,
Not one carabinero (Chilean pol-
ice) appeared in the streets.
Despite the government order
prohibiting  standards, every
workers’ political and trade union
organization carried its banners
high.

RED FLAGS WAVE

The national flags which the
Stalinists and Socialists usually
order carried in parades were
nowhere to be seen. Only red
flags waved in the wind on this
unforgettable moming of pro-
letarian action!

The bourgeois Radical party,
the political axis of the gov-
ernment, did not attend. (Radi-
cal Ministers were in the govern-
ment on the day the workers
were massacred)! The funeral
march was notable for its essen-
tially proletarian composition. If
at other times workers were call-
ed and headed in parade by the
Democratic Alliance (Popular
Front), this time the order orig-
inated with the Workers Fed-
eration. In addition to the nu-
merous banners of the trade
unions, the flags of the Stalinist
and Socialist parties could be
seen,

The Workers Reyolutionary
Party, Chilean Section of the
Fourth International, which up
to then had not participated in
mass demonstrations, because
they were either organized by the
Democratic Alliance or because
the reformists prevented it, join-
ed the funeral march with their
red and black flag unfolded to
the wind.

TROTSKYISTS SALUTE

At the head of their small, dis-
ciplined column of 300 workers
marched the Executive Commit-
tee. When the chiefs of the Work-
ers Federation prohibited the

“Don’t Break
Army Officer

tructlon of Colonel James A.

American soldiers imprison-®
ed there,

Apparently the War Depart-
ment decided to reward Kilian
by recommending him to the
permanent rank of full colonel
in the regular U. S. Army. Tru-
man approved the list on which
Kilian’'s name appeared. On
February 6 the Senate con-
firmed the nominations.

However, because of recent
exposures in the press, certain

Senators decided on the follow-
ing day to “reconsider’” their ac-
tion. Chairman Elbert D. Thom-
as of the Military Affairs Com-
mittee, which had approved the
list prior to Senate confirmation,
indicated that the Committee
would withdraw Kilian’s name
and again submit the other 349
nominations to the Senate.

Testimony in the London
courts-martial of nine enlisted
guards and two officers, accused
of brutally beating GIs impris-
oned in the Lichfield guard-
house, has conclusively proven
Col. Killan’s direct responsibil-
ity for the savage treatment of
GIs imprisoned for minor in-
fractions of harsh Army regu-
lations.

CONCLUSIVE PROOF

The overwhelming evidence
against Col. Kilian forced the
court to request preparation of
charges against him. But the
appointing authority of the
court, Brig. Gen. Claude M.
Thiele, rebuked the court for
making the request and refused
to prefer charges against the
colonel.

These charges listed by the
court were (1) subordination of
perjury (bribing or persuading
witnesses to commit perjury), 2)
intimidation of witnesses, 3)
conspiracy and dereliction of
duty. Gen. Thiele admonished
the court that it had exceeded
its authority in requesting prep-
aration of charges against Col.
Kilian,

The high command not only
refused to place the Prussian-
minded colonel on trial but has

| assigned him %o “special d

Gls' Bones,”
Tells Guards

By Charles Carsten
“Just don't break too many bones.” This was the ins-

Kfllan. former commanding

fficer c¢f the Lichfield (England) U. 8. Army Reinforce-
ment Depot, when he ordered a subordinate to beat up |

o

near London. He iz thus en-
abled to continue “fixing” the
witnesses who appear before the
court. And, as one of the guards
facing trial testified, Kilian’s
presence in the London area
proves “the post was really be-
hind” the guards in the beating
of prisoners.

Thus the evidence piles up
that the policy of subjecting im-
prisoned combat veterans to in-
human terror and brutal treat-
ment originated in the high
command of the U. 8. Army. The
big brass is shielding Col. Kil-
ian because it fears further com-
promising revelations if he is
brought to trial.

WIDESPREAD POLICY

Col. Kilian told First Lieuten-
ant Granville Cubage, one of the
officers facing trial, that Lich-
field “can.be just as tough as
any detention training center.”
This remark proves that the pol-
icy of brutality was widespread.

After referring to “the way
they used to do it in the cav-
alry,” Col. Kilian explained to
Cubage how to handle & wilful
prisoner: “I'd take him down
to the rifle range where it
couldn’t be seen and work him
over. Just don’t break too many
bones.”

These instructions were given
by an officer high in the com-
mand of the U. 8. Army. They
flowed from a coldly calculated
Army policy. As a result U. B.
reinforcement depot stockades
subjected American soldiers to
treatment acarcely exceeded in
barbarity by Nazi concentration
camps, Here is but one of
countless examples of the sav-
agery practiced om Lichfield
prisoners:

John Ayers testified that when
he was at Lichfield he saw two
prisoners beaten up and serious-
1y injured by guards. One man
was left lying unconscious on the
floor “with blood pumping out
of his mouth.” For 25 minutes
the guards tried $o revive him,
Then they sent for medics who
took him away on a stretcher.

The other prisoner was on his
bunk ooughing up blood.

About 200,000 participated in ||
this march. In accordance with |
the directives of the reformist '

Banner Of Their Martyrs

Chilean worker holds aloft a

Nation-Wide General Strike
Protests Massacre In Ghile

‘tandln: on a monument in Plaza Bulnes, Santiago, this

banner of newspapers soaked

with the blood of nine comrades murdered and over 100 wounded
by the capitalist police. Last month the Chilean government
ordered two striking nitrate unions dissolved. When 5,000
workers gathered at Plaza Bulnes to protest this suppres-
sion, carabineros fired on the peaceful demonstration.

column of Trotskyists and all the
other workers from singing the
“Internationale,” the Executive
Commitiee gave the signal to
march with fists raised in the
communist salute of interna-
tional solidarity. During the en-
tire march not a single voice was
heard against Trotskyism.

The working class has now re-
turned to work. The government
has retreated a step. It has prom-
ised to displace the pro-Peron-
ist military chiefs and to con-
stitute & civillan cabinet from
members of the Democratic Alli-
ance but without Stalinists or So-
clalists, The government has
ended the state of siege and is
more cautious in its attitude to-
ward the working class,

POLITICAL CRISIS

In this situation the Socialist
Party, the Stalinist Party and
the Workers Federation display-
ed open hostility toward the gov-
ernment. The Radical Party,
which adopted a “leftist” pose
in its recent national convention,
now stands at the crossroads —
uneasy and suspicious. The ex-
| treme right manifests a stub-
born disposition to march open-
ly to the conquest of total power.

Based on the government bu-
reaucracy and the armed forces,
facing the antagonistic forces of
the extreme right and of the
working class, the new govern-
ment is typically Bonapartist,

The political crisis will un-
doubtedly experience & new ex-
plosion very shortly. The presi-
dential election is only s few
months away. And the election
wil oblige the workers’ parties
to come out openly either for
reconstituting the broken Demo-
cratic Alliance or for organizing
proletarian unity.

CHMGED ATMOSPHERE

The leaflets and the paper of
the Revolutionary Workers Party,
El Militante, distributed on the
day of the general strike calling
for “United Action of the Com-
munists, Soclalists .and Workers
Federation,” were snatched up by
the workers. Conversations are
now under way between the Stal-
inist and Socialist leaders to car-
ry out united action.

But while this mood fills the
heart of the proletariat of Chile,
the reformists seek to head off
the struggle. They tried to para-
lyze the general strike before the
government conceded the work-
ers’ demands. Now the govern-
ment holds them in contempt.

They do not dare launch the
workers into a new strike., They

vacillate, They Zfear & prole~
tarian tempest.
But despite the reformists’

cowardice and fears, the prole-
tarian fist will again be raised.
The atmosphere is charged with
the growing political radicaliza-
tion of the workers.

Exclusive Report
On Big Strike Of
Paris Printers

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
PARIS, France, Jan. 31—

| The mechanical staffs of the
- |dally newspapers here call=
. |ed a clty-wide strike on Jane
- |uary 25. Their principal de=-

mand was an increase in
wages to meet the sky-rocke-

| eting cost of living.

Not a single daily paper.has
appeared in Paris. since the

. | strike began.

Interestingly enough, the ownoe
ers of the press are as a whole
willing to grant the wage ine
crease — but the governmend

® | opposes 1it!

The printing trades workesd
are dissatisfied with the attis

t [tude of the trade union heads

who speak about “the poverty of
France.” The workers are awane
that Parliament this very
month voted 126 billion francse
for the Army,

One can say that this siclles
was called despite the leader~
ship of the union, which =
dominated by the Stalinists and
inclined more and more toward
“national unity” with the eape
italists, Certain Stalinist weele=
lles attacked the strikers, adw
vancing the lie that the strike
Is led by former “collaborators!*
Needless to say, the workers aré
indignant over the methods eme
ployed by the Stalinist Partg

|against their strike.

ASKSB TROTSKYIST AID

Here iz an interesting indica-
tion. Sunday, January 27, cat &
general meeting of the strikers,
members of the Internationalist
Communist Party (Trotskyists)
distributed leaflets supporting
the strike. Subsequently, one of
the strikers, an old Stalinist
militant, visited Trotskyist head=
quarters to tell about the strike.
He asked the Trotskyists ta
print another leaflet. Tuesday
he returned for a bundle of leaf-
lets to distribute among the
strikers. He furnished the paper
for the leaflets. (Paper is very
scarce in France). He wants to
keep in contact with the Trotsky=
ists for future help.

Today the President of France,
Felix Gouin, announced new
restrictions against the work=
ers. “Wages will not be in-
creased,” he said. But naturally
he made no guarantees about
prices!

The Stalinist Party announced

its agreement with .the declara=
tion of President Gouin.
. Thus dissatisfaction grows
among the workers, including
those organized in the Genersdl
Confederation of Labor.

The possibilities for the growily
of the Intermationalist Commwas

ist Party are rapidly wldenm.

significant in that he limits
himself to asking only the
mildest reforms of the mili-
tary caste system.

High priority lumber and
screening sent to the Persian
Gulf Command for the construc-
tion of a hospital was used to
build an elaborate officers’ Club.
This club was completed long
before the hospital. As a protest,
enlisted men, sweating it out in
tents, cashed in their war bonds.

Water coolers mean a lot in
Iran. Summer heat there goes
up to 149 degrees. In that heat
you can’t touch the blade of an
airplane propeller or the hand
rail of a locomotive cab without
gloves, One morning a ftruck
picked up the only water cooler
in each barracks. That after-
noon each officer had a water
ocooler in his private room.

NO GENTLEMEN!

At Camp Gruber, Oklahoma,
& colonel issued a mimeograph-
ed code of conduct, warning the
officers in his infantry regiment
that no enlisted man could ever
be considered a gentleman and
therefore could never be trusted.

On s destroyer one night at
Hollandia, each of ¢he ship's of-
ficers brought aboard & nurse
for a gala steak dinner. The
sailors, who had not spoken

|

to & girl in several months, list-

ened to the music and laughter
and ate C-rations.

At a Califormia airfield & few
months ago, a soldier hurrying
home from the Pacific on an
emergency furlough because his
wife had gone insane, was re-
moved from an eastbound Army
plane to make room for a Major
General’'s wife,

The movie-star, Eddie Brack-
en, was asked to leave Saipan
because he stopped his show and
invited the enlisted men, who
were straining their ears ‘way
up back, to come down and fill
up the vacant places in the of-
ficers’ section near the foot-
lights.

OFFICERS’' COUNTRY

At Iwo Jimd a sign on the
edge of the officers’ area of the
Army air force outfit read: “Of-
ficers' Country. Restricted.” The
officers’ country was located be-
tween headquarters where the
enlisted men worked, and the
tent area where the enlisted men
lived. This restriction forced the
enlisted men to detour an extra
quarter of & mile aroind the of-
ficers' country on their way to
and from work, four to six times
a day,

The irritated soldiers put up
a sign in their own area. i said:

“God's Country. No Restric-
tions.” They were ordered to
take it ‘down.

Officers Revelled While Gls
Sweated It Out, Says Editor

A few of the scandalous privileges granted U. 8. Army &
officers are cited by Joe McCarthy, former managing edi-
tor of Yank, in the February Cosmopolitan. McCarthy’s
post on the. Army publication gave him unusual oppor-
tunity to observe conditions in the armed forces. His rev-
elations are all the more?

—

=
Cairo Police Arrest
Eqyptian Trotskyisis -

The December 32 La Bowrse
Egyptienne (The Egypslen
Stock Exchange) printed the
following item on polce M-
pression of Trotskyists and
Stalinists In Egypt:

“The Cairo police have oar-
ried out numerous raids and
arrested about a doaen
youths.

“Under cover of socialist
propaganda, the prisoners,

some Stalinists and others
Trotskyists, carried on com=-
munist propaganda. The
Trotskyists founded & school
for pure communism which
was frequented by soldiers in
the army. The two groups
published magazines and the
editor of one of them recent-~
ly made a trip to the Sudan.”

The Egyptian Trotskyists
stood in the forefront of the
workers’ struggle against im-
perialism and for a socialist"
soclety. During the war they
were persecuted for their un-
compromising opposition to
the imperialist slaughter.

Official confirmation of
these arrests has not yet
been received by The Mill-
tant.
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Only the world rev-
olution can save the
USSR for socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with _it
the Inescapable blot-
ting out of the Krem.
lin oligarchy.

—Leon Trotsky

Case Bill

Congress further exposed its function as the
legislative agency of Big Busineas when the
House of Representatives on February 7 passed
in record time and by an overwhelming vote
she anti-labor Case Bill.

‘This bill now goes to the Senate, a body that
has equally vicious measures of its own in the
hopper. The Case Bill would outlaw strikes,
set fines and Ja"l sentences for strikes declared
“in violation of contract,” Impose compulsory
arbitration and, in effect, deal a death blow
to the Wagner Act.

The House’s passage of the Case Bill is part
of a general Bilg Business-government drive
against labor. Truman himself gave the green
light for action on such anti-strike legislation
when he demanded adoption of his semi-
compulsory arbitration “fact-finding"” propo-
sition.

Against the Congressional labor - baiters
there is not a single effective voice being ralsed
in Congress. The feeble House minority who
opposed the Case Bill in the main did not op-
pose anti-strike legislation as such but only
protested that this particular bill might be
“going too far.”

What a shameful state of affairs where the
whole apparatus of government is being uti-
lized for the benefit of a handful of rich mon-
opolists-against the interests of scores of mil-
llons of working people! This is the direct
consequence of the bankrupt political policies
of ‘the labor leaders, and those like the Stal-
inists and Social-Democrats who have sup-
ported these policies.

Time and again the union leaders have mis-
directed the workers into supporting so-called
“friends of labor” of the capitalist political
parties, Democratic and Republican. These
labor leaders have done all in their power to
keep labor. from forming its own independent
political party and effectively fighting the po-
Htical rule of Big Business..

80 long as labor has no party of its own it
will stand, as it does now, virtually helpless
before the reactionary agents of the capital-
jats who control the state and its government-
'al administration.

The passage of the Case Bill by the House
I8 one more imperative warning signal: THE
TIME TO BUILD THE LABOR PARTY IS NOW!

“Friend Of Labor”’

General O'Dwyer’s actions in the brief weeks
since he assumed office as mayor of New York
offer an instructive lesson in politics.

ODwyer ran in the election as the repre-
sentative of Tammany Hall, one of the most
oorrupt political machines in the United States,
The Tammany machine, however, is not simp-
ly a political gang out to feather its own nest
through control of public offices. It repre-
sents the economic and ‘political interests of
the small clique of bankers, landlords and
industrialists who dominate the largest city
in the world.

O'Dwyer also received support from the Stal-
inists and the American Labor Party, who
ballyhooed this political stooge of Wall Street
a8 a “friend of labor.”

No sooner did he taken the mayor’s chair
than O’Dwyer began dealing heavy blows
against the labor movement, In the Western
Union strike, Iiis police force acted as a guard
for scabs and strikebreakers. O’Dwyer mobi-
lized the largest army of cops against a single
strike in New York history—750 cops against
20 pickets.

In the tug boat strike, the mayor came out
even more brazenly against labor, He issued
proclamations declaring a state of “emergen-
¢y’ which were deliberately designed to-create
panic and generate publi¢c hysteria against the
strikers. The strike could have been quickly
ended if the Mayor had put pressure where it
belonged—against the employers. But O’'Dwy-
er did not do that because he is the political
representative of the employers. ’

The political lesson is clear. Labor only loses
when it backs the political stooges of the
bosses. The Stalinists and the ALP betrayed
the labor movement when they called on the
workers of New York to vote for O’'Dwyer,

To complete this lesson, it is necessary to
recall the platform of the Socialist Workers
Party candidate for mayor, Farrell Dobbs., On

October 26, 1945 the Trotakyist candidate atat-
ed flatly:

“AS a working class mayor I would use my
powers of office to the hilt, not to protect
the profiteering employers, not to defend gang-
sters and strikebreakers, but to uphold the
right of the workers to strike 'and picket.

“In a strike, I would say to such an employ-
er: ‘You say you want to settle this strike
peacefully? Good! But you say you can’t pay
higher wages? We'll see about that. While
the strike remains unsettled, you are forbid-
den to operate with scabs or strikebreakers.
Meanwhile, we will appoint & commission in-
cluding representatives of the strikers to ex-
amine your books and records. We will pub-
lish a report of your profits. We will expose
every fraud you may have committed. We de-
mand that your employes receive just treat-
ment'. That's what & labor mayor would say to
an employer in a strike.”

Secret Diplomacy

C. L. Sulzberger, correspondent of the N. Y,
Times, reported February 6 that “a secret
British-Soviet agreement” was made “in the
spring of 1944, According to Sulsberger, the
pact established ‘“spheres of Influence in
southeastern Europe.” The Stalinist bureau-
cracy got Rumania gnd Yugosiavia while
“Britaln, in exchan recelved control of
Greece,”

Washington, moreover, was a “taclt partner
in this arrangement.”

Sulzberger's report is undoubtedly authentic.
When the labor movement throughout the
world protested Britain’s slaughter of the
Greek people last year, both Churchill and
Eden swore that Stalln had agreed to the
landing of British troops In Greece,

Stalin never denied this revelation. More-
over, in the debates In the UNO, Vyshinsky
admitted February 1 that “It is true . .. the
Soviet Union approved of the presence of
such troops on Greek soil ...”

Why was the dlvision of the Balkans into
Spheres of influence carried out under cover
of secret diplomacy?

The British imperialists wanted to secure
their “life-line” to India. In accordance with
traditional British policy this meant exclus-
fon of other major powers from the Mediter-
ranean and domination of all areas facing
this sea route, especially in Greece.

The Stalinist bureaucracy in return wanted
to extend its control beyond the former bord-
ers of the Soviet Union in anticipation of fu-
fure struggles. The Kremiin in addition
sought to get closer-to the Mediterranean and
world sea routes. Of even more immediate
concern, Moscow wanted direct control over
the areas touching the Soviet Union to pre-
vent socialist revolution from flaring up which
could spread to the workers of the USSR and
serve to unseat the Stalinist totallitarian re-
gime,

But the Second World War was still raging.
The Anglo-American imperialists contended
they were fighting for freedom and democracy.
The Stallnist bureaucracy supported them in
this contention.

Publication of the sordid deal over the dis
vision of southeastern Europe would have pro-
claimed to the entire world that the real aims
of the Allies were the exact opposite of those
noble ideals they professed. It would have
been a confession that the Second World War
was a reactionary war fought over markets,
colonles, spheres of influence and the protec-
tion of profits and special privileges.

That was something neither the imperialist
diplomats nor their Stalinist agents cared to
disclose to the peoples who were being asked
to fight for “the four freedoms.”

FEPC And Freeport

Alter a three-week fillbuster, the Fair Em-
ployment Practices Commission bill has finally
been lynched by the Senate. Once again the
ultra-reactionary minority of Southern Bour-
bons in the Big-Business dominated Senate
have won a sweeping victory for their viclous-
ly anti-Negro, anti-labor policies.

Equally gulity of complicity in this crime
against 13,000,000 Negro people is President
Truman. He made no move to rally support
to break up the filibuster and secure passage
of the FEPC bill. How could he when the fight
against it was headed by leading Senators of
his own Democratic Party?

As for the Senate majority, they were only
too glad to quit the sham battle in which they
gave nothing but cheap lip -service to the
FEPC bill. After the Bilbos and Eastlands had
succeeded in slaying the measure, these “sup-
porters” helped give it speedy burial. Thus,
after the motion to close debate was defeated
by the Democratic-Republican coalition, Sen-
ator Chavez, who introduced the bill, quickly
moved that the Senate proceed at once to
other business.

The successful filibuster against the FEPC
has given the go-ahead signal to the most
savage race-haters not only in the South but
in the North as well.

Last week in Freeport, New York, four Negro
brothers, all World War II veterans, were bru-
tally assaulted and two of them murdered in
cold blood by a policeman,

The lynching of FEPC legisiation by one of
the highest government bodies has served to.
encourage such outrageous acts of violence
against the Negro people. By upholding and
enforcing the Jim Crow system and shielding
the practitioners of race hatred, both the Re-
publican and Democratic parties must be held
accountable for such crimes as that commit-
ted in the name of capitalist “law and order”
in Freeport.

The fate of the FEPC proposal again dem-
onstrates that the oppressed minorities cannot
rely upon the F'~-R--iners drw~ted politi-
cal parties to ¢~ """ ¢~y falanl
ary democratic rights.
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“I do hope the President won’t set up rationing again. It's much more
pleasant to eat with the shades up.”

LEON SEDOV, Son, Friend,
Fighter, by Leon Trotsky, 1938.
32 pp.,.10 cents. Pioneer Pub-
lishers, New York, N, Y.

This exquisite tribute was writ-

young revolutionist, who was the
son of Leon and Natalia Sedov
Trotsky. Sedov had become “as
no one else on earth” a part of
thelr life, writes Trotsky, "en-
twined In all its roots, our co-
thinker, our co-worker, our
guard, our counsellor, our friend.”

Leon Sedov was born in Feb-
ruary, 1906, while Trotsky was
confined in a czarist prison for
his leading role as chairman of
the Petrograd Soviet in the 1806
Russian Revolution. Sedov's en-
tire life was to be bound up with
the ebb and flow of the reyolu-
tlonary movement, in which he
participated with whole-hearted
zeal.

At the age of eight, Trotsky
relates, Sedov '‘conversed in sign
language about the revolution”
with a Catalan stoker on & ship
transporting the family into
exile. And although young Leon
was just eleven years old when
the October Revolution of 1917

tablished the first, Workers'
State, “for him, the revolution
was no abstraction. Oh, no! It
seaped into his very pores.”

The young boy worked diligent-
ly in the ranks of Komsomol, the
Communist Youth organisgation,
teaching workers to read and
write. He joined the “labor mobi-
lizations” to clean the snow from
the Moscow streets. He grew up
with an unalterable sense of duty
and loyalty to the working class.

ten in farewell to the ardent |

When the Left Opposition to the
Stalinist bureaucracy was formed
in 1923, Leon Bedov was instru-
mental in uniting its followers in
the Komsomol.

But it was above all in the fol-
lowing years of Trotsky's exile—
from 1927 on—that the stature of
Leon Sedov was tested and prov-
ed. Trotsky writes In greatest de-
tail of this perlod, describing
“how this little boy had imper-
ceptibly grown up, how well he
could judge people . . . how re-
liable was his revolutionary in-
stinct which enabled him, with-
out any hesitation, to distinguish
the genuine from the false, the
substance from the’ veneer.”

Exiled in Alma Ata, “four thou-
sand kilometers from Moscow,
two hundred and fifty kilometers
from the nearest rallway,” wrote
Trotsky, “we spent a difficult and
never-to-be-forgotten year which
rethains in our memory under the
sign of Leon.”

There Sedov was Trotsky's
guard, oollaborator and secre-
tary, as he was later to be in
Turkey. Berlin and Paris. “Vast
ih point of quantity, his collab-
oration was by no means of a
‘technical’ nature,” sald Trotsky.
“Such collaboration was made
possible only because our ideolog-
ical solidarity had penetrated our
very flesh and blood. My son’s
name should rightfully be placed
next to mine on almost all my
books written sinee 1928.” ,

In addition t0 his vast work
of literary research, Leon Bedov

found means of maintaining con-
|nectlons with co-thinkers even
!inside the S8oviet Union. This was

no small part of the reason that
Stalin’s secret police, the GPU,
hounded him mercilessly.

The heroic Ignace Reiss,
a former GPU agent who joined
the Fourth Internationalists in
1837 and was also slain by Stalin’s
assassing, related their estima-
tion of Sedov: “The Little Son
does his work cleverly, The Old
Man wouldn't find it so easy
without him."

Sedov was the first to expose
the infamous Moscow frameup
trials of the Bolshevik leaders
of the Russian Revolution, in
which he and his father were
the principal targets. His “Red
Book on the Moscow Trial," pub-
lished while Trotsky was a cap-
tive in Norway, firmly establish-
ed Sedov a&s an outstanding and
independent figure.

In his brief span of thirty-two
years, Sedov had seen the brutal
power of czarism and capitalism
overthrown by workers of Rug-
sia: he had helped to build the
Workers' State. He saw the re-
| actionary: bureaucratic clique of
| Stalin stifle democracy within
the Soviet Unio , and commit
crime after crime against the
working people of the world. But
Sedov fought on for the cause of
ithe socialist revolution, the build-
|ing of the Fourth International,
|until he died, & victim of Stalin’s
GPU on February 16, 1938. Trot-
sky's powerful story of Sedov's
life is fittingly dedicated to those
who will carry forward that
struggle: The Proletarian Youth
whom Sedov s0 excellently typi-
fied. Reviewed by

Ruth Johnson

Congressmen At Work

The {ilibuster against FEPC
began on January 17 — one of

those dull drowsy days habitual
to Wall Street's leisure-loving
Congressmen. Senator Eastland
of Mississippi, for instance, was
peacefully minding his own bus-
iness, not harming anyone In
his speech except the labor
movement. Legislators with
something important on thelr
minds slipped out.

“I think the Congress of the
United States should rise to the
ocoasion,” droned Eastland “‘and
speedily consider anti-strike leg-
islation.” He took a lazy poke at
the Committee on Education and
Labor for not yet reporting out
an anti - strike bill introduced
December 6, 1945. “We must act
to settle the question who is
boss in this country — the
American Congress or the CIO,
I believe the Senate knows what
it will do with these bills and
that they should be reported to
the floor and speedily acted
umn_n

This was the moment Senator
Chavez of New Mexico chose to
move that the Senate consider
the FEPC bill which has been
pending ever since May 24, 1945,
the day it was reported out by
the same Education and 'Labor
Commiittee just denounced by
Eastland.

Chavez couldn't have changed
the atmosphere quicker if he
had batted open a nest of yellow
jackets, The Senators who re-
present the Southern Bourbons,
sose from their seats as one man,
and by the time they came back
down to the floor they were
shooting out points of order and
parliamentary . maneuvers Iike
fireworks,

A roll call stalled action while
the five - alarm emergency
warning brought the absentee
Southern Senators scrambling
back into their seats.

Senator Bankhead 2and of Ala-
bamea stormed that he had “left
the Senate Chamber without any
suspicion or thought, or sugges-
tion from any source, that the
l bill would be taken up.” He had

just stepped out, in his ignorance
of what was coming, and had
gone down to the "Raleigh Ho-
tel” where — he was careful to
explain — he discussed measures
of “great importance to the
farmers.”

Eastland, bouncing up and
down like & rubber ball, tried
one parliamentary stratagem
after another to cut the throat
of FEPC real quick, including &
motion to recommit the bill to
the despised Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor,

Senator QGeorge of Georgia
complained most bitterly that
FEPC was brought up in viola-
tion of the request of majority
leader Barkley of Kentucky to
Congress that “nothing be done
until the President’s message
was submitted . . .” And then
he foamed at the mouth: “We
are called upon to go ‘Nasi,' We
are called upon to go totalitar-
ian.”

Chaves, weaving through the
barrage, argued that the Demo-
cratic Party had pledged passage
of FEPC, that Roosevelt had
promised it and Truman too had
committed himself. He intimat-
ed that many Democrats could
not be re-elected without passing
FEPC and thus appealing to the
Negroes and other minorities,
particularly veterans of these
groups who had been forced to
fight on foreign battlefields for
“‘democracy.”

Eastland pulled the stops
right out. FEPC, he yelled, is
“unconstitutional,” on top of
that, it is backed by ‘“commun-
ists,” and beskies, among "those

|who think,” FEPC is the ‘“very
[last thing the Jews or other
| minority groups in the United
States would want.”

Overton of Louisiana then
scaled the heights of Congres-
sional oratory proving that the
“Negro voter makes a grave
mistake in voting the Democrat-
ic ticket.”

When Overton ran out of
wind, Eastland prompted him
with a stooge question :"The S8en-
ator does not think the Demo-
cratic party s friendly to the
Negro, does he?”

Overton handled this insult-
ing thought in the manner it
deserved: “Certainly not the
backbone of the Democratic
Party.” He raised hi§ voice ac-
cusingly: “If the Senators from
the doubtful States who required
the Negro vote in order that
they might be elected to and
maintain their seats in thé Se-
nate had not pursued the course
they followed, the Democratic
Party would have remained whar
it ought to be, the white man's
party.”

But the Southern Bourbon
Senators were not yet out of the
woods, for Chavez who still held
the floor was asking for an im-
mediate yvote. They solved their
problem in accordance with
Bourbon ethics.

In the chair was none other
than Senator ‘'Pass-the-Bis-
cuits - Pappy” O'Daniel of Tex-
as. O'Daniel intervened to Iay
before the Benate & message
from the House on disagreement
over amendments to the bill
passed just before Christmas
glving the shipowners $10,000,-
000,000 in surplus ships. After
this message, O'Danlel complet-
¢ly disregarded the FEPC pro-
ponents who were on their feet
first. He handed the floor over
to Eastland.

The backbone of the Democrat-
ic Party mopped their brows and
relaxed. With the genial gallant-
ry of the old slave - holding
Bouthern aristocracy, Eastland
started the fillbuster, prepared
to talk, if necessary, for ‘“two
mn

PROBLEMS FACING
WAR VETERANS

lem——By CHARLES CARSTEN

The Fight For Decent Housing

Mrs. M. D, writing from Cleveland, Ohio, says
that she has been clipping this column and sending
it to her husband who is overseas. In the course of
her interesting letter Mrs. M. D, sifiea-

“It is my conviction that there is no such thing as
& veterans’ problem as such, that 1t is 1nanene
ably bound up in the class struggle and exhibits
all the familiar symptoms — sharpened and height=-
ened, but not qualitatively different. The question
of homelessness, for instance — the whole working
class is homeless.”

It Is certainly true that the veterans’ problems
are bound up with and are part of the class struggle.
Veterans have a keen interest in the broad struggle
of the labor movement. The overwhelming majority
of the union veterans are in the forefront of the
struggle for higher wages and better conditions,
But, besides this struggle, veterans have some special
problems. Here are only a few:

Most veterans have been handicapped in one
way or another by their service in the Army or
Navy. All of them lost precious years of their youth.
Many lost the time during which they might have
been learning a trade or getting established on a
job. On retum to civilian life they can qualify for
only the lowest paid, unskilled jobs.

A great many veterans have had their health ime
paired. Other thousands have been disabled for life.
All GIs are vitally concerned with adequate medical
care both for the wounded and those suffering from
poor health. They have a special interest in this
question, since their comrades and themselves are
affected.

It Is true, as Mrs. M. D. says, that the whole work-
ing class suffers from the housing shortage. But both
in the opinion of the veterans and many non-vete
erans, ex-servicemen have an especially pressing
problem of decent housing.

No Roof At All For Veterans

While workers are suffering from slum housing,
high rents and threats of eviction, for many return-
ing veterans the problem is one of getting any kind
of a roof over their heads. After years of privation
and unusual hardship, these men return to find
they can't even get a place to sleep. This is a glaring
example of the government's complete fallure to pay
off on the most elementary of the promli made
when men were drafted. The housing problem of the
veterans exposes in all its viciousness the utter in-
difference of the government to the crying needs of
the ex-servicemen,

Ex-GIs believe they have a right to some of the
benefits promised them by capitalist politicians, and
most of the non-veterans agree they are entitled to:
special consideration.

Under the pressure of winiversal demand for fair
treatment of the veterans, Wall Street’s legislative
sgents in Washington passed legisiation supposed
to ald veterans, but actually ocallously designed to
give veterans as little as possible. The same capital-
ist politicians who generously grant huge tax refunds
to big corporations, contemptuously toss a miserable
orumb to the ex-Gls,

To overcome the handicap resu]t.inlc from ser-
vice jn the Army and Navy, veterans must organize
and fight for their special needs. They must do this
as an integral part of the working class and in alli-
ance with the unions. Just as only the labor move-
ment supports the demands of the QGIs overseas
for speedy demobilizsation, so the unlon movement
here at home fights for decent wages, job security
and better working conditions for veterans.

The veterans' problems, which surely do exist, can
only be solved in close alliance with the working
class of which they are an important part. To do
this they must have an organization of their ownm
tightly bound to the union movement, Such an or-
ganization will not only fight most effectively for
the special needs of the veterans but will also be
& powerful ally of the labor movement and a bule
wark against Big Business reaction.

Widows, Orphans Suffer
After Mine Disaster

The full tragic toll of the Kentucky Straight Creek
coal mine disaster on December 26, in which 24
mine workers were killed through the operators’
criminal neglect of safety precautions, is disclosed
in the February 1 United Mine Workers Journal. In
this single typical instance of MURDER FOR
PROFITS, a total of 96 dependent women and chil-
dren have been left widows and orphans.

The average age of the dead miners was 42%.
They left 89 under-age children, 23 widows and four
dependent grandchildren, Eleven of them left five
to eight dependents each, More than two-thirds of
the dependent children are 12 and under,

Two of the widows, Mrs, Tom McQueen and Mrs.
Henry Horeycutt, mother of six, are expecting chil-
dren, One of the miners, father of three, died to-
gether with his 24-year-old son. The only victim
who left no dependents was & youth of 18, unmar-
ried. He had been employed at the mine for only five
months.

These coid statistics cannot convey the vast extent
of the misery and suffering of these helpless widows
and orphans. They are in “desperate circurnstances,”
reports the miners' Journal, Neither the coal come
pany, nor the state and local officlaldom has done
anything at all for them.

Kentucky has no compulsory workmen’s insurance
laws. Although operators hdve been warned that
“employment of members of UMWA at mines not
covered by compensation insurance would be pro-
hibited,” this prohibition is obviously not enforoed.
Moreover, for the hapless victims of the Straight
Creek disasber, there isn't even a “slim chance of
winning compensation through the courts” from this
“fly-by-night” company.

Federal safety requirements have been flagrantly
ignored by the mine owners of Kentucky. State in-
spectors, with the power to enforce safety regula-
tions are corrupted by the mine operators through
the latter's domination of local political machines.
Immediately after the Stralght Creek disaster, 8
spokesman for UMWA President John L. Lewis de-
clared that “Kentucky has the poorest-enforced ine
spection of any state in the union. The inspection
service is notoriously dothinated by the corl come
panies.”

Officers of the Kentucky districts of the UMWA
declare they intend once again making a “full-scale
fight to insure in case of future disasters in the
state, that surviving widows and children will not
be placed In the same desperate circumstances as
the families left by the Four Mile tragedy.” They
are demanding that prompt action be taken to “ime
prove and modernise state mining laws.”
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The Workers’ Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of “The Militant”, Letters
are welcome on any sudbject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and
address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed,

Army Hospital Negligence
Revealed By Wounded Gl

Veteran Calls On
Buddies To Aid All
Striking Workers

Editor:

On the f.ont page of the N. X.
Daily News on January 18 there
was & picture of seven cops beat-
ing a union worker and dragging
him down the street. Beneath the
picture in bold letters was the
line “Striker battles police.” This
le is too obvious to go unnoticed.

As I see it, the cops are beating
& worker whose taxes help pay
their wages. Reminds me of the
dog that bit the hand of the guy
who fed him. If the cops had to
fight on the picket line for a liv-
ing wage as we do, we would
have no trouble from them.

The sama article in the News
goes on to say that the cops
threw gas bombs at the work-
ers, and some of the workers
threw the bombs back.

I am & veteran, and I've talk-
ed to lots of other veterans since
being discharged. We all agree
that the day the cops attack
an all-veterans’. picket line will
be a day to remember in the his-
tory of American police brutal-
ity. When all the vets get back
from this war, Mr. Cop, we are
not going to take this kind of

shoving around from you or any- |

one else who stands in the way
of our getting a better way of life.

The Big Shots told us we were
fighting for a better li.e. Those
of us who have come back so far,
haven't found that “better life”
they spoke of so freely over there.
But when we are all organized
with the labor movement, we’ll
get it if we have to take it —
which we probably will.

As a veteran who is now =8
¢rade union worker, I want to
urge all veterans and soldiers to
support any and all picket lines,
and to support the workers when
strikebreaking cops attack picket
lines, This is our fight as well as
anyone’s,

We know how to fight fascism.
We'll fight it at home with more
vigor than we fought it abroad,
because this is our fight—the
Second World War was Wall
Street’'s. We fought for those
money-crazed vultures while they
squeezed billlons of dollars profit
out of our buddies’ blood. I'm
sure we won’t flinch at the job
we have ahead of us here, help-
ing our fellow workers defend
themselves against Wall Street’s
Ccops.

Remember the slogan “A Gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people and for the people” — or
should it read “A government of
Washington, for Wall Street, by
the cops"'?

Johnny Eager
New York

"There's Never A
Mine Blown Skyward"

Edltor:

On January 14, in 8 mine ex-
plosion at Welch, West Virginia,
14 men were killed and 38 others
injured.

On January 14, the same day.
on the New York stock exchange,
asccording to the United Press:
“8Stock prices soared more than
$1,000,000.” And “United States
Steel gained more than three
points to a new high.”

An unknown poet once pen-
ned the' following lines, Would
you reprint them?

LABOR

We have fed you all for a
thousand years,

And you halil us still unfed,

Tho' there's never a dollar of all
your wealth

But marks the worker's dead.

We have yielded the best to give
you rest,

And you lie on crimson wool:

For if blood be the price of all
your wealth,

Good God, we have paid In fulli

There's never & mine blown
skyward now

But we're buried alive for you!

There's never a wreck drifts
shoreward now

But we are its ghastly crew:

If blood be the price of your
cursed wealth

Good God, we have paid it full!

Go, reckon our dead by the
forges red,

And the factories where we spin

We have fed you all for a
thousand years,

For that was our doom,
know,

From the days you chained us
in your fields

To the strike of a week ago,

You ha' eaten our lives and our
bables and wives,

And were told Iit's your lawful
share:

But if blood be the price of your
lawful wealth,

Good God, we ha’ bought it
fair!
The poem is & parody on one

written by Rudyard Kipling in

praise of capitalism.

you

C.
New York

Editor:

I just visited & wounded com-
bat soldier who is boiling with
anger because of the Army’s
criminal delay in tromg: his
broken leg,

He has been in Army hospitals
for a total of eight months. Army
doctors have finally declded that
different treatment is necessary.
But, for some reason known only
to them, they claim they will have
to wait another six months be-
fore they can begin the treat-
ment.

This soldier sustained a com-
pound fracture of the leg as a
result of a motorcycle accident
while on duty in Germany. This
occurred in June, 1845. He was
transferred from & hospital in
Germany to one in France where
he was "‘treated” for two months,
He was then moved to the Desh-
on General Hospital, Butler,
Pennsylvania, He has been in
Deshon since the first part of
‘August.

Army doctors have broken and
reset his leg seven times. 8till,
x-rays show that the bhones are
not knitting properly. There Is
R gap between them. Doctors at

Deshon say bone must be grafted.
Without explanation, they assert
this operation cannot be under-
taken for months,

This wounded soldier has been
in the Army for a total of four
years, Three of those years were
spent In Europe — first in Eng-
land and then, after the inva-
sion of the continent, in France,
Germany and Austria,

He doesn't have any confi-
dence in the medical staff at
Deshon because, he says, the doc-
tors “don’'t care what happens
to the men.” He has heard many
men Dbitterly’ complain about
treatment in the hospital. A
wounded veteran having a bone
grafted in his leg, lost the graft-
ed bone, After long and pain-
ful treatment, it all had to be
started over again,

A member of the soldler's fam-
ily showed me pictures of three
men in the family: "They were
all killed in the war,” she said.
“All three of them. What do the
higher-ups care about our boys
Look how miserably they trea’
the fourth who was wounded ir
the war.”

C.C,
New York City

Praises Article On

Homestead Steel
Editor:

The article by Art Preis in the
February 2 Militant, for sustain=
ed impact, clarity and feeling
surpasses anything of a llke na~-
ture I have ever read. He agon-
izes with the workers, exults
with them, and with magnificent
dramatization provides them with
an armor of solidarity which
they themselves are rapidly be-
coming militantly aware of.

Eddie Dumaine
Buffalo, N, Y.

Asks Column On

Stalinist Role

Editor: )

I am writing this to suggest an
additional eolumn in the paper
which: todey, I am sure the staff
and readers will agree, is more
imperative than ever! We need a
regular exposure of Stalinism!
The utter bankruptcy and poli-
tical treachery of these slavish
lickspittles of Stalin in America
and their counterparts abroad,
calls for a consistent, week-by-
week exposure in The Militant,

A column, the most effective
for its “‘eye appeal,” in the jour-
palistic sense, should be devoted
exclusively to these scoundrels.
They stand today as the biggest
obstacle in the labor field to the
revolutionary education and or-
ganization of the advanced work-
ers, as well as leftward moving
elements generally.

Better still, in my opinion,
would be two columns, side by
side (again, for “eye appeal”) en-
titled “International Stalinism”
and “Revolutionary Internation-
alism,” the former consistently
exposing these fakers in every
land, where their perfidy and be-
trayal of the workers know no
hounds, the latter counterposing
the work, programs, activities,
and achievements of the sections
of the Fourth International or
independent groups and organi-
zations of militant workers.

For Instance, in the column
exposing international Stalinism,
could be used items from the
press to show how eager the
bourgeoisie and its journalists are
to advertise these counter-revo-
lutionists as good, bourgeois dem-
ocratic defenders, of the rule of
capitalism, albeit the “liberal”
pro-Stalin variety. For example:

Anne O'Hare MacCormick, —
discussing the situation in Italy,
by wireless to N. Y. Times:
“"Rome, Italy, Jan. 1, 1946: The
Communist (Stalinist) leader
(Togliatt!) is an adroit and able
campaigner. His estimate of the
Italian state of mind is revealed

The Worker Speaks

The war of the classes is ragi
The fina! conflict is here.
The fight that we workers 2!

waging
Is destined to be very dea

We realize that we cannot igno
The real task that’s at han:
And that Bourbons will alwa
roar
When wage slaves join tb
band.

We are fighting for higher wage'
A greater share in the take,

A thance to get out of our cage
For our liberty is at stake.

The bosses may win the firs
battle,
But they will not win the w:
We workers are not just dum
cattle,
For we know what weTre
fighting for.

Our brothers in every land wil!
back

Our struggles in old U, 8. A,

Their dearest thoughts they'll
stack

On victory in our own da;

And plutocrats will be fazed,
And so will every zany,
When the scarlet banner s rais:
In every nook and cranny

And happiness will reign
In every land on earth,

And only buffoons will cemplain
Of the workers' world in birth.

Robert Rolland

in the party platform, which 1s
extraordinarily conservative, fav-
oring private property, in-
dividual lberty, religlous free-
dom and no change in the Late:
ran Treaty with the Vatican.

“Save as it exalts Premlier Sta:
In and glorifies the Soviet Union
as a powerful friend, it carries no
suggestion of & Communist pro-
gram. It yoes so far as to welcome
any member without distinction
of ideology.”

I could quote any number of
revealing items In the press, I
trust that the above quotations

will suffice to show how imper-
ative it is to hammer away in &
regular column at the. Stalinist
cancer in the ranks of the work-
ing class,

8. T.

New York, N. Y.

~ The
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Editor:

As you know, it is practically
impossible to find any news ana-
lysts or commentators who are
not slanted, biased or prejudiced
against labor, labor’s problems,
and/or unions.

The most biased of these com-

32 pp

Trotsky's eloquent memorial tribute
to his son and comrade

Leon Sedov

SON, FRIEND, FIGHTER
A pamphlet

“Dedicated to the Proletarian Youth”

order from

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Plage, N. Y. 8, N. Y.

10 cents
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mentators in the Middle West,
in my opinion, are H, V. Kalten~
|born who broadcasts over NBC
|for the Pure Oil Company, and
|Earl Godwin on ABC, for the
National Board of Fire Under-
writers of U. S.

My idea is to urge the unions
to pass resolutions, and write
letters to the companies protest-
ing the use of these brass check
artists. The Kemper interests in
the insurance business and the
| Parker Pen Company, had to fire
Upton Close because of so many
cancellations and protests. They
were thus forced to discontinue
having him on the air.

I think it would also be good
to (1) ask unions to put on strong
organizational campaigns to or-
ganize office workers; (2) estab-
lish regular daily papers with
comic strips, news features (in-
jcluding AP and UP features,
etc.), with these papers subsi-
dized by all unions, and under a
policy board controlled by the
unions.

All of these things would aid
in the politicalization of the
workers, tend to unite the unions,
and aid in the necessary steps
to the Labor Party.

Yours for socialism,
B. H.

Chicago, I

.
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Audience Hostile to
Army Propaganda

Editor:

The other day I was watchinz
a series of newsreels—the latest
doings of Hollywood celebrities,
a few shots of Truman, a few
scenes of Atlantic storms, ete.

PAGE FIva

Capitalist Lie-Machine

saw flashed upon the screen the
picture of & young man. He began
to tell us that he had just re-
|enlisted in the army. Then he
proceeded to tell how wonder-
ful it was. Also he urged every-
body else to do the same.

The audience, which-had been
very quiet until then, now began
to manifest its hostility in varlous
ways. During the entire course of
the scene there was open heck-
ling, cat-calls, jeering, and loud
and contemptuous laughter, It
was easy to see that the audience
did not like it at all. This very
crude attempt to propagandize
them fell flat—even the most
naive person could see through
it.

This crude attempt indicates
that the ruling capitalists do not
give the masses credlt for having
any brains at all. To me this
newsreel is indicative of the fact
that they are encountering real
difficulties in their task of try~
ing to foist upon the American
people their program of universal
peacetime military training.

The January 21 issue of Time
magazine pointedly begins its ar-
ticle on the GI demonstrations
by citing a quotation from Lenin
to the effect that the Russian
Army of 1817, “decided the ques-
tion of war and peace with its
feet.” They are worried about
just how far the American army
|has gone along in the path of
Lenin. They go on to slander the
GIs by saying that they had nol
vet completed the job which they
were organized to do.
| The bourgeoisie is able to draw
'correct political conclusions from
these events. It is encountering
increasing difficulties in its pro-
gram of trying to bring the wholr
| world within its sphere of Influ-
ence. In the end it is bound to t
engulfed in the new tide of work
ers’ upsurge,

A Vet
Newark, N. J

Editor:

Wall Street's :campaign to es-
tablish its domination over Ar-
gentina appears to be stepping up
considerably. Leading this cam-
palgn to date has been the well-
fed figure of Spruille Braden,
former ambassador to Argentina,
who has been made Undersecre-
tary of State in reward for his
 hypoceritical speeches about de-
mocracy. No small role has been
played in this infamous business
by the N. Y. Times, an influential
newspaper that faithfully and
capably reflects the designs of
America's 80 Ruling Families.

In the Times, January 23, I
ran across a very interesting ana-
lytical article, under the name of
Frank L. Kluckholm,

Reading this piece, which drips
with the poisonous ideology of
America's rulers, Is sufficient to
fill one with indignation at this
Iatest attempt of Wall Street to
bend another country to its will.

The article begins: “The de-
velopments of the past 10 days in
Argentina seem to have strengthe
ened Col. Juan D. Peron, and
it appears that if the United
States’ announced policy of get-
ting rid of him is to be executed,
WORDS WILL HAVE TO BE
BACKED BY ACTION.”

Later on Mr. Kluckh»lm ban-
ishes all ambiguity as to the
kind of action” he meant:

“And there is no use in fooling
ourselves that such .action can
be anything SHORT OF THE
EMPLOYMENT OF ARMED
FORCE to be effective.”

At the behest of whom is this
action to be taken? Kluckholm
answers this one too.

“American BUSINESS MEN in

Wall Street Press Urk?
Intervention In Argentina

Buenos Alres were solidly behind
Ambassador Sprullle Braden
when he left here. But they are

now almost unanimously eriti-
cizing him, not because of his
stand, but because the continued
word barrage has not been back-
ed by action from the begin-
fing. They seem to feel that they
have been put in an inferior if
not & dangcrous TRADE POSI-
TION in Argentina.”

The author “seems to feel,”
to use his own weasel words, that
the lives of American boys mean
nothing compared to the “trade
position” of Wall Street.

There is & possibility that this
sinister design of American arm-
ed intervention may ret be put
into effect. The American Em-
bassy in Buenos Alres has re-
lensed information and claims to
have additional evidence of “the
connection of Col. Peron’s organ-
lzation with the Nagis.”

Kluckholm doubts if these dis-
closures will be sufficient to in-
sure Peron’s defeat in the coming
presidential election: “The writ-
er has found few here who will
say definitely that Peron could
not win in a free election.”

So why not be sure? And the
surest way remains the iron boot
of military intervention,

I hold no brief for the corrupt
and demogagic Peron regime. But
I desire to register s vigorous
protest in the columns of The
Militant, against the bragzen
conduct of Wall Street's ambas-
sadors and journalists, who so
callously oonspire to trample on
the rights of a people.

H. Bronson
Newark, N. J.

Capitalist Propaganda Methods
And A Labor-Publicity Program

Right In the middle of it all we?® _-

Youth Group
Activities )

NEW YORK — The Trotskyis’
Youth Group, 116 TUniversit;
Place, holds {ts weekly forur
avery Friday at 8 p. m, Dancin
and refreshments after ever
meeting. Send name and addres
for weekly announcement..

- . L

PHILADELPHIA — Youth fc
rums. held on 1st and 3rd Satw
days, 8 p. m. at 405 W. Girar
Ave,

1.O8 ANGELES — Write u
SWP headquarters, 145 §
Broadway, for information or
Youth Group activities,

. L] .

Watch this column for furt

detalls on youth activities.

Pioneer
Notes

The Toledo branch of the Sa-
cialist Workers Party has in-
stituted a new sales method bas-
'ed on the slogan “BUILD YOUR
|MARXIST LIBRARY!"” which
|should be of interest to other
| branches of the SWP. The lit-
’emture agent writes:

“Included in the agenda of ev-
ery business meeting is a short
| 5-minute book review and talk
given by various members of the
pranch. The particular book re-
viewed each week is knhown as
ihhe ‘Book of th¥ Week." It is at-
‘tractively displayed throughout
the week under the slogan: Build
Your Marxist Library!

“Borrowing a method from
bourgeois retailers, we are selling
the book during that week only
at cost to the branch; that is, for
all books upon which we receive
25 per cent discount, a similar
discount is given to the branch
members during that week, Also
I intend to send letters to close
sympathizers of the party in-
forming them that they can build
their Marxist library in this man-
ner,

“So far this has been a very
sucoessful method of selling lt-
erature, The first book reviewed
was The Revolution Betrayed,
and we completely sold out the
paper-bound copies. We took
the money and re-ordered im-
mediately.”

And from Los Angeles we
hear:

“Our literature sales at the
Lenin Memorial Meeting amount-
ed to $3.26. Sales at the weekly
forum series now run by the
branches usually run between one
and two dollars . . . The new
books are being sold quickly. The
greatest demand is for the cloth-
bound editions.”

THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED
by Leon Trotsky, cloth bound
$2; paper-bound $1. Order
from Pioneer Publishers, 118
University Place, New York 8,
N. Y.

|
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The response of our subscrib-
ers both to our callback visits
and renewal mail is a positive
indication of the way they feel
about The Militant..

The following report is typical
of the many we've received from
various sections of the country.

L ] L ]

Harry Gold of Local New York:
“On Sunday we launched the
first of our four callback mobili-
zations and the results were very
encouraging.

“We organized the work in our
usual campaign fashion, that is,
assigned each branch a particu-
lar area to revisit. Then we arm-
ed our comrades and friends with
fortfolios containing the popu-
lar Pioneer pamphlets, copies of
the Fourth International, renewal
blanks, etc., in order to acquaint
our readers with all our other
literature. On their return, many
of the portfolios were empty ex-
cept for filled-out renewal slips.
The following is the results of
this first day's activity:

118 six-month and 23 one-

year renewals; P

18 six-month and 4 one-year

new subscriptions;

2 one-year combination sub-

scriptions (renewals) to The

Militant and the Fourth In-
ternational.”

P. Mertens of St. Paul writes:
“On Sunday, the comrades took
over 1200 papers to a mass meet-
ing of all the Packinghouse
Workers’' Locals, The meeting
hall was so jammed that the
workers, their friends, and rela-
tives had to line up to enter the
American House where the meet-
ing was being held.

“Distributing the paper was as
easy as dealing cards from a deck.
The only workers who refused
to take it were those who said:
‘T've got that paper at home,
or ‘T have a subscription to The
Militant.' None were thrown
away.

“The next moming on' the
street car I started to read my
Militant and before I'd more then
got it opened, I saw that the
man next to me was eagerly
reading The Militant. It was the
January 19 issue and he was
reading the news of the GI dem-
onstrations. We got into a dis-

NT AR
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cussion. He told me he'd never
seen the paper before, that it had
been given to him at the meete
ing the night before where he had
gone with his son who was on
strike at Armours,

“He had another son in the
service which accounted for his
vital interest in the GI demon-
strations, We'd spoken only a few
minutes when I saw his eyes wan-
dering back to the article I'd
interrupted, so I kept still and
we both fell to reading. He was
still reading the paper very in=
tently, column by column when
I got off several miles away."”

. . o

Alan Kohlman of Newark cites
the following interesting experi=
ences: "Comrade Russell Riche
ards, one of the leading pace-
setters in our renewal campaign,
reports the youngest Militant
subscriber, a Negro boy, John K.,
age 9. When Russell came around
for & renewsl, John said: ‘I
know that's the anti-Jim Crow
paper.’ He told his mother he
wanted to renew, and went to

his bank to pay half the cost of
the renewsal.

“Russell gave him a oopy of
Charles Jackson's reprinted
pamphlet ‘A Practical Program
to Kill Jim Crow,’ so that John-
ny could learn more about the
best way to fight against Jm
Crow.”

January was a banner month
for The Militant. The Militand
was introduced to 749 new read-
ers, In addition many* renewals
and combination subscriptions
were  obtained. The many ree
ports from the field have com-
pleted squeezed out the usual
weekly date, therefore, we give
you instead the January totals:

6882 new six-month subscrip-
tions. Approximately 400 of these
wera obtained from striking
workers,

67 one-year new subs.

186 six-month and 38 one-year
renewals.

13 new and 4 renewal combina-
tions to The Militant and the
Fourth International.

22 of the new subs, of which
over half are for one year, were
sent to us on The Militant coupon
clipped from page 2.

workers and veterans!

the increased cost
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n Memory Of Leon Sedov--

Heroic Revolutionary Fighter

Qi)

Today the thinking youth

from the ugly morass of capitalist crisis and wars, seek a

ef the United States, turning

new road to a better world. They can have no better guide
than the martyred Leon Sedov whose name is inscribed on
the banner of the Fourth International as a symbol of the
revolutionary youth of the world.

Leon Sedov was the eldest son of Natalia Sedov Trotsky
and Leon Trotsky. Only thirty-two years old at the time
of his death, he had lived his entire life in the international
socialist movement, giving it all of his energies, talents

and devotion.

The GPU, Stalin’s secret police, hounded Sedov, laid trap
after trap in attempts to kill him. On February 16, 1938,
while Sedov, apparently recovering from an operation for
appendicitis, lay helpless in a Paris hospital, they finally
succeeded. When the bitter news of Sedov's sudden death
reached Leon Trotsky, exiled in Mexico, he wrote the stir-
ring tribute “Leon Sedov—Son, Friend, Fighter,” from
which we reprint the following excerpts:

By Leon

While but a child—he was go-
ing on.twelve — he had, in his
own way, made the transition
from the February revolution to
shat of October., His boyhood
passed under high pressure. He
added a year to his age so that
he might more quickly join
the Eomsomol (Communist
Youth), seething at that time
with all the passion of awaken-
od youth., The young bakers,
among whom he carried on his
propaganda, would award him
® fresh loaf of white bread
which he happily brought home
wnder his arm, protruding from
the torn sleeve of his jacket.
YThose were flery and cold, great
and hungry years.

BSCORNED PRIVILEGES

Of his own volition Leon left
she Kremlin for a proletarian
shudent dormitory, in order, not
to be any different from the oth-
oes. He would not ride with us
I an automobile, refusing to
make use of this privilege of the
bureaucrats. But he did partici-
pate ardently in all Red Satur-
days and other “labor mobiliza-
tions,” cleaning snow from the
Moscow streets, “liquidating” il-
literacy, unloading bread and
firewood from freight cars, and
later, as a polytechnic student,
repairing locomotives.

- - L]

Leon’s chief literary work was
his book, The Red Book on the
Moscow Trial, devoted to the
trial of the sixteen (Zinoviev,
Kamenev, Smirnov, et al.) It
was published in French, Russian
and German. At that time my
wife and 1 were captives in Nor-
way, bound hand and foof, tar-
gets of the most monstrous slan-
der. There are certain forms of
paralysis in which people see,
hear and understand everything
but are unable to move a finger
to ward off mortal danger. It
was to such political paralysis
that the Norwegian *Socialist”
government subjected us. What
a priceless gift to us, under these
conditions, was Leon’s book, the
first crushing reply to the Krem-
Mn falsiffers ...

INDEPENDENT FIGURE

How his eyes must have
glowed with pleasure as he read
our warm praise! Several news-
papers, in particular the central
organ of the Danish Social De-
mocracy, sald with assurance
that I apparently had, despite

Trotsky |

the strict conditions of intern- |
ment, found the means of par-
ticipating in the work which ap-
peared under Sedov's name. “One
feels the pen of Trotsky ...” All
this is—fiction. In the book there
is not 2 line of » own. Many
comrades who were inclined to
regard Sedov as merely ‘“Trot-
sky's son”—just as Karl Lieb- |
knecht was long regarded as only
the son of Wilhelm Liebknecht
—were able to convince them-
selves, if only from this little |
book, that he was not only an in-
dependent but an outstandingl
figure.

Leon' wrote as he did every-
thing else, that is, conscienti-
ously, studying, reflecting, check-
ing. The vanity of authorship was
alien to him. At the same time
every line he wrote glows with
a living flame, whose source was
his unfeigned revolutionary tem-
perament.

Material difficulties and pri-
vations Leon bore lightly, jok-
ingly, like a true proletarian; but
of course they too left their mark.
Infinitely more harrowing were’
the effects of subsequent moral
tortures.

The Moscow Trial of the Six-
teen, the monstrous nature of
the accusatibns, the nightmarish
testimony of the defendants,
among them Smirnov and Mra-
chovsky, whom Leon so intimate-
ly knew and loved; the unex-
pected internment of his father
and mother in Norway, the per-
iod of four months without any
news; the theft of the archives,
the mysterious removal of my
wife and myself to Mexico; the
Second Moscow Trial with its
even more delirious accusations
and confessions, the disappear-
ance of his brother Sergei, accus-
ed of “poisoning workers”: the
shooting of countless people who
had either been close friends:.or
remained friends to the end; the
persecutions and the attempts
of the GPU in France, the mur-
der of Reiss in Switzerland, the
lies, the baseness, the perfidy,
the frame-ups—no, “Stalinism”
was for Leon not an abstract
political concept but an endless
series of moral blows and spirit-
ual wounds.

Whether the Moscow masters
resorted to chemistry, or wheth-
er everything they had previ-
ously done proved sufficient, the
conclusion remains one and the

STALINISTS DEAL GM STRIKE
TREACHEROUS STAB IN BACK

(Continued from Page 1)

inist deal was secretly consum-
mated, without prior knowledge
of the UAW leaders. The UE
conferences were going on in the
very same building in which the
UAW - GM negotiations have
‘been in progress.

What gives the conduct of the
Btalinist UE leaders an especial-
ly odlous character is that they
have violated their pledge to the

PHILADELPHIA
SWP Branch
House Warming
Celebration
At New Headquarters

1303 W. Girard Avenue
Sat., Feb. 23 9 p.m.

UAW to sign no separate seitle-
ment without agreement of the
UAW.

Their double-cross stands out
in especially glaring light in view
of the criticism made by Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party's Daily
Worker of the AFL Meat Cutters
who agreed to end their strike
before the CIO Packinghouse
Workers also decided to return.
George Morris, in the January
27 Worker, attacked the AFL
Meat Cutters because “they did
not act jointly with the CIO but
jumped the gun with a notice
that they would return uncondi-
tionally.”

The Stalinists, by their UE
deal with GM, climaxed their
whole treacherous policy in the
GM situation. Previously for
eight weeks, the UE leaders re-
fused to pull out the UE mem-
bers in GM despite the public
plea of the striking GM auto
workers,

Socialist Workers Party

DETROIT
SUNDAY FORUM
“The Myth of Race Superiority”
speaker:
GRACE CARLSON
Minneapolis Labor Case Defendant

chairman:
CHARLES JACKSON, author of “The Negro Struggle”

FEBRUARY 24, 3 p.m.

|impose on us this terrible task
jof writing your obituary. We liv-

LEON SEDOV

same: It was they who killed
him. The day of his death they
marked on the Thermidorian cal-
endar as a major celebration . . .
IRREPROACHABLE

Goodbye, Leon, good-bye, dear
and incomparable friend. Your
mother and I never thought, nev-
er expected, that destiny would

ed in the firm conviction that
long after we were gone you
would be the continuer of our
common cause, But we were not

able to protect you. Good-by,

Leon! We bequeath your irre-
proachable memory to the young-
er generation of the workers of
the world. You will rightly live
in the hearts of all those who
work, suffer and struggle for a
better world.

Revolutionary youth of all
countries! Accept from us the
memory of our Leon, adopt him
as your son—he is worthy of it
—and let him henceforth parti-
cipate invisibly in your battles,
since destiny has denied him the
happiness of participating in your
final victory.

General Motors Still Stalls
In UAW Wage Negotiations

(Continued from Page 1)

pressuring the UAW into a
speedy strike settlement was
quickly blasted. The nine-man
union negotiating committee,
made up of representatives of
GM locals from all parts of the
country, insisted on taking part
in all of the negotiations. Be-
cause of the presence of the full
union negotiating committee,
General Motors Corporation
president, C. E. Wilson, refused
to attend the sesSions.

Wilson, who had absented
himself from all the discussions
between the union and the cor-
poration since the first meet-
ings last September, had pro-
mised Dewey that he would at-
tend. But he withdrew his pro-
mise when the vigilance of the
nine-man union committee pre-
vented Dewey from following
through on his plan to slash the
negotiating committee to three
or four top union officials,

GM'S DEMANDS

From the first days of the re-
newed negotiations, the corpora-
tion has made it clear that it is
sitting tight until the new gov-
ernment wage-price formula is
announced. Only if assured of
sufficiently high price increases,
will the greedy GM officials, like
the equally greedy U. S. Steel.
officials, consent to raise wages.

Meantime, the GM corpora-
tion’s negotiators are attempt-
ing to use Dewey’s presence at
the negotiations to make some
gains for the company. Their
chief demand has been that the
maintenance of membership pro-
vision, which was ordered into
preceding contracts by the War
Labor Board, be eliminated from
the new union contract.

Like the Ford Motor Company
and Chrysler Corporation, Gen-
eral Motors is also attempting
to obtain “company security”
against so-called wildcat strikes
and “interruptions of produc-
tion”

“COMPANY SECURITY”

Agreements for an. 18-cent an
hour increase for the Ford
workers and 1815, cents for the
Chrysler workers were obtained
because of the courageous fight
put up by the General Motors
strikers. However, these wage
concessions have been tied in
with dangerous contract provi-
sions dealing with “company
security.”

6108 Linwood Avenue

Considerable opposition to any

sion has developed among Ford
workers and no final action has
been taken on their contract as
yet,

But most of the Chrysler lo-
cals have already accepted the
Chrysler contract which contains
this clause:

“The Union agrees that it will
not oppose the discharge or dis-
cipline of anyone who insti-
gates, leads, or induces another
employee to take part in any un-
authorized strike.”

POSITION OF UAW TOPS

No opposition has been ex-
pressed to this insidious clause in
the Chrysler contract by any of
the UAW-CIO top leaders nor by
the Stalinists. In fact, the well-
known Stalinist follower, C. G.
Edelen, is a member of the
Chrysler top bargaining com-
mittee.

But in 1937 every leading mem-
ber of the UAW'’s left wing, from
Reuther on down to the Stalin-
ists, joined in denouncing the re-
actionary UAW official, Homer
Martin, for a very similar “com-
pany security” proposal.

Martin’s proposal at that time
was directéed against the Gen-
eral Motors workers who had
been forced to strike in order to
compel the corporation to live
up to the contract signed only
a few months before. Martin
said:

“The International Union is
determined to end, once and for
all, unauthorized strikes. The
International Union is ready and
willing to accept full responsibi-
lity and will make every effort,
not only to {fix responsibility
for unauthorized action on’ the
part of members of the union,
but will gladly recommend joint
penalties by the union and the
corporation.”

“COMPANY SECURITY”
PROVISIONS ARE JUST AS
DANGEROUS IN UNION CON-
TRACTS IN 1946 AS THEY
WERE IN 1937.

No Loopholes

The “GI Bill Of Rights” not
only bans compensation to vet-~
erans on strike, or “directly in-
terested” or who ‘'belong to the
group or class of workers"” in-
volved, but even to the veteran
who returns and finds that the
plant in which he ‘““was last em-

such ‘‘company security” provi-

ployed” is on strike,

PAC-Endorsed
Mayor Vetoes
CIO Taq Day

CLEVELAND, Feb. 8—Ex-~
ercising his veto power this
week for the first time during
{| his 13 months of office, PAC-
endorsed Mayor Burke re-
fused to endorse the City
Council's approval of a CIO
Tag Day to raise funds for the
[| relief of needy strikers.

Last year when Burke
squeezed into office thanks to
the aid of the Stalinist-dom-
inated Cleveland PAC, the
Stalinist - controlled CIO
weekly Union Leader com-
plained bitterly over the lack

of enthusiasm manifested for
Burke by the Cleveland work-
ers,

Negro Veterans
Murdered By

:lim-Crow Cop

(Continued from Page 1)
Charles. Alfonso, standing be-
hind Charles, was the next to
fall. Thereupon Romeika de-
| liberately took another shot and
wounded Joseph. The fourth
| brother, Richard, was then tak-
| ent to the Freeport police station
| where within six hours, by six
o'clock in the morning, he was
given a “trial” and sentenced to
100 days for ‘'disorderly con-
duct.”

OFFICIAL WHITEWASH

The next day the officials of
Freeport issued & statement that
Romeika had acted in “self-de-
fense” that the brothers had
been armed and that one boy
“reached for a .45"” when ordered
to halt. No gun was produced
and the police have since stopped
mentioning this as evidence
against the boys.

A full military funeral for
Charles Ferguson was held last
Friday, He was accorded a fu-
neral with all the trimmings af-
ter being murdered by a repre-
sentative of the social system
that denied him the most ele-
mentary democratic rights. His
brothers are killed, wounded and
jailed despite their sacrifice for
the promised “Four Freedoms."”

An obviously organized con-
spiracy of silence about this mur-
der is revealed by the boss-con-
trolled press. But large sections
of the Negro community and
many labor posts of veterans and
trade union organizations have
already been aroused. A Citi-
zens’ Committee has been set up
in Nassau County where Free-
port is located. An investigation
has begun with a defense at-
torney seeking to release Rich-
ard Ferguson from jail and se-
cure him a new trial.

Next Tuesday, February 12, a
mass meeting will be held in
Freeport to hear the defense at-
torney and a report by the Citi-
zens' Committee on its findings.
ROOTS OF CASE

The roots of this case are deep.
The whole ruling class incita-
tion to anti-Negro violence, re-
flected in the legal lynching of
the FEPC by a reactionary Con-
gress undoubtedly helped em-
bolden the officer-assassin to
wreak his race hatred upon four
defenseless Negro boys. There
.may be more such cases unless
action is taken now to bring an
indictment of murder against
policeman Joseph Romeika, and
a housecleaning of public offi-
cials in Freeport.

Freeport has long been known
as a center of reaction, Rumors
of Ku Klux Klan activity in Nas-
sau County are wide-spread,
Nassau County has been =a
stronghold of followers of Ger-
ald L. K. Smith, the would-be
fascist ‘“fuehrer.” Meetings are
being held there under the aus-
pices of the Hearst -inspired
Youth - For - Christ movement
that has all the ear-marks of a
pro-fascist organization.

Unless labor and civil liberty
organizations take steps now to
fight this case, Jim Crow and
anti-labor reaction will be giv-
en further tremendous encour-
agement.

The organized labor movement
must take the offensive on this
case to demand justice, to smash
the police terror and to bring
the guilty to their deserved pun-
ishment.

Bevin And Vyshinsky — A Study
Of Hypocrisy Within The UNO

By Joseph Hansen

The Stalinist press is vocif-
erously applauding a new
champion of peace and de-
mocracy. This champion is
none other than Andrei Y.
Vyshinsky, chief prosecutor
for Stalin in the notorious
Moscow frame-up trials that -
guidated Lenin’s generation.

Vyshinsky has donned the toga
of a tribune of the little nations
and the oppressed colonial peo-
ples. In the United Nations Or-
ganization he has demanded the
withdrawal of British troops
from Greece and an “investiga-
tion” of the use of British and
Dutch troops in Indonesia.

But certain unfortunate facts
cast doubt upon the high motives
and shining ideglism of the
frame-up artist Moscow sent to
the UNO.

First of all this champion of
democracy in far-off places ex-
hibits a singular lack of concern
about democracy in his home-
land. Stalin counts his working
class political prisoners by the
millions. Vyshinsky himself is a
pillar of support to the reign of
terror waged by the GPU secret
police. His hands are red with
the blood of the Old Bolsheviks
he helped frame up.

PRISON HOUSE

Stalin’s totalitarian regime has
converted the Soviet Union into
& vast prison house. So undem-
ocratic is Stalinist rule that can-
didates for office in the ‘“elec-
tions” this very week are limited
to one per office—even with ar-
ticulate oppositionists in prison
or in their graves —and these
candidates are carefully hand-
picked.

In assessing the real .worth of

for the Indonesian Government
sent a special appeal to the Sov-
iet Union for help. But Stalin
did not even deign to answer—
until Bevin's Iranian friend filed
charges against Moscow.

PICTURE OF PERFIDY

To complete this picture of
Moscow's perfidy and hypocrisy,
let it be recalled that in the
spring of 1944 Stalin made &
secret agreement with Churchill,
the watchdog of British imper-
ialism. This secret agreement
divided” up the Balkans into
spheres of influence, Stalin
OK'd British troops moving into
Greece. Stalin's agents in Greece
even welcomed these armies sent
into Greece to put down the
people. What hypocrisy to now
point a finger at the crimes of
the British bandit!

For his part Bevin is running
neck and neck with Vyshinsky
in the struggle for chief hon-
ors in hypocrisy. This Social-
Democrat who replaced the Tory
Anthony Eden as Foreign Min-
ister, fits Eden's imperialist
shoes better than Eden. His rec-
ord in office begins with harsh
blows against the trade unions
of Nigeria and continues with
the landing of troops to secure
Hongkong {from reverting to
China, It is highlighted by the
repression of Indian national-
ists, the ferocious slaughter of
the Indonesian battlers for in-
dependence, and the continua-
tion of Churchill’s imperialist

policy in Greece.

nothing but cynical hypocrites

in their protestations about de-
mocracy and peace.

But there is a most sinister
aspect to these squabbles in the
UNO. Vyshinsky accused the
British of endangering peace by
their actions in Greece and In-
donesia. Bevin on the other
hand charged “the danger to the
peace of the world has been the
incessant propaganda from Mos-
cow."

WAR PREPARATIONS

This is nothing but diplomatic
preparation for the Third World
War. At this stage of the con-
flict the future foes are simply
jockeying to unload the blame
on the antagonist. The Bevin-
Vyshinsky exchanges are rem=-
iniscent of the diplomatic prep-
aration for the Second World
War in which first Finland and
then Poland became the excuse
for starting the holocaust, just
as “little Belgium" and Serbia
were utilized in World War 1.

Who can say when the diplo-
matic sparring in the UNO will
give way to atom bombs?

The truth is that the world
has been divided into two great
spheres, one dominated by Ang-
lo-American imperialism and the
other by the Stalinist bureau-
cracy. The basic differences be-
tween the economic system of
the Soviet Union and that of
London and Wall Street makes
conflict inevitable, It is this
basic antagonism in the econ-
.omies which is reflected in the
squabbles in the UNO. All the

In the light of these fast, both | )0 richts of the little nations

Bevin and Vyshinsky are clearly'

talk about democracy, peace and

' is simply hypocritical camouflage

to cover this fundamental fact,

this Stalinist defense of democ-
racy, another fact must be not-
ed. Moscow's charges against
Britain were filed January 21.
The British troops did not leave
Greece; the British did not cease
supporting reaction; they did not
stop constituting. a threat to
world peace. Yet on February 6
the Stalinist champion suddenly
withdrew his charges and shook
hands with his opponent Bevin
like any professional wrestler
after a put-up bout!

This is not all. The cham-
pion of democracy in places far
away from home did not even
raise his charges until after the
Iranian delegate accused the
Stalinist regime of intervening
in the internal affairs of Iran!
Since the Iranian government
has long been notoriously under
the influence of the British, it
is self-evident its charges were
filed only in consultation and
agreement with the British im-
perialists, Thus observers at the
UNO would seem justified in
their conclusion that in bringing
up Greece and Indonesia, Mos-
cow was simply conducting a
diplomatic counter-offensive.

WHY THE DELAY?

Anti-Injunction Act and similar
state restrictions on the use of
court orders to break strikes are
being by-passed in local court
actions from coast to coast. At
the same time Congress is con-
sidering legislation such as the
Case Bill, to restore the anti-la~
bor injunction to legality and to
practically outlaw strikes.
Injunctions against the work-
ers have been issued in all the
major strikes to aid such labor-
hating profiteers as General Mo-
tors, the steel barons, the elec-
trical cartels and the meat trusts,

GRANTED FREELY

Threats of injunctions have
also been used to force or try
to force unions into ‘‘compro-
mise” agreements with the war

BALTIMORE
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1029 E. Baltimore St.
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This all appears damaging ;
enough to the champion of de-
mocracy far beyond the borders
of the Soviet Union. But there
is still more. Britain's brutal
slaughter of the Indonesian peo-
ple has been in the headlines for
months. Why did Stalin wait
until the Iran accusation be-
fore noticing Indonesia? It can
| scarcely be argued he didn't

know about the biloody cam-
| paign of the British and Dutch,

4,000 Wilson
Meatpackers
Stage Walkout

By Robert L. Birchman

(Special to The Militant)

CHICAGO, Feb. 5—Over 4,-
000 workers at the Wilson and
Company meatpacking plant
staged a brief walkout yes-
terday in a demonstration
against ‘“the run-around
we're getting” from the fed-
eral government which has been
operating the plant since the
strikebreaking seizure of the
packing plants on January 28.

The walkout was not author-
ized by the union, accopding to
Herbert March, district director
of the CIO United Packinghouse
Workers. Sam Parks, president
of the Wilson local, said the
walkout “was spontaneous.” Sam
Parks and Herbert March ap-
peared at the scene of the strike
with & sound truck. After Parks
read & resolution that was unan-
imously adopted, he ordered
the men to returm to work. While
the resolution was being read
there were shouts, “we want ac-
tion now,” insisting that Tru-
man's “fact-finding” panel hurry
with its wage recommendations.

The workers returned to work
after passing the resolution de-
manding that the government
guarantee them *as decent treat-
ment” as workers in other indus-
tries enjoy, and that it take ne-
tion to assure that conditions of
the union contract be lived up to

by Wilson and o,

Address
Lo

profiteers who refuse to pay de-
cent wages. The courts have
granted virtugslly every strike-
breaking injunction sought by
the very eorporations which were
exposed during the war as de-
frauding the government with
faulty materials, price-kiting
and violating anti-trust laws.

For example, courts have or-
dered pickets reduced to as few
as five to & gate, 10 feet apart,
at Phelps-Dddge, Elizabeth, N. J.
At Kansas City, Kansas, Swift
& Co. did not even have to ap-
pear in court to obtain an anti-
picketing injunction.

Most sweeping and volumin-
ous injunction so far was that
issued last week to restrict the
rights of strikers at the Car-
negie-Illinois steel plant at

Homestead, Pa. Common Pleas
Judge Sarah M. Soffel of Pitts-
burgh, without testimony,
granted every single demand by
TU. S. Steel in an injunction ex-

Boss Courts Hit Strikers
With Flood Of Injunctions

By Jeff Thorne

Feudal-robed judges are flocking to the aid of Wall
Street's anti-union drive by issuing a flood of injunctions
which bdn mass picketing but glorify scab-herding and
assaults on pickets as “lawful occupation.”

The federal Norris-LaGuardia &

pected to establish a precedent
for every steel company.

At the very first hearing of
Western Union's injunction suit
in New York, Supreme Court
Justice Levy ordered police to
open picket lines at once. ‘“La-
bor's Friend” Mayor ODwyer's
cops proceeded to bash m few
pickets' heads.

VICIOUS SLANDER

New Jersey courts took quick
action against the striking West-
ern Electric Employes Associa-
tion (independent) and CIO
United Electrical Workers locals
on strike against General Elec-
tric and Westinghouse at New-
ark, Bloomfield and Jersey City.
Vice-chancellor John O. Bige-
low at Newark dared to slander
the UE workers by comparing
mass picketing to Nazi 88
Guards, that is, to those who
helped smash the German labor
movement. But UE Local 426
continued its same rotation of-
200 pickets,

Other recent injunctions were
for General Motors at Cleveland,
Flint, Mich., and Trenton, N. J.;
Armour & Co. at St. Paul, Minn.;
Westinghouse (16 plants) near
Cleveland, -and SKF at Philadel-
phia.

While in most instances these
injunctions have not succeeded
in their immediate objective of
breaking strikes, they have serv-
ed as the legal pretext for police
assaults on picket lines, for in-
timidating strikers and attempts
at scab-herding,

Moreover, the present sweep-
ing use of injunctions, if the
workers submit to them, will
establish & body of precedent
that will be used in further

strike-breaking actions.
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Pauley Nomination Taps A Gusher
Of Oil-Smeared Washington Graft

By Evelyn Atwood
President Truman’s nomination on January 18 of his
Intimate friend and political henchman, Edwin W. Pauley, as
Under-Becretary of Navy, has tapped a gusher-of oil-
smeared graft and corruption in highest government circles

rivaled only by the notorious®
Teapot Dome scandal that
rocked the Harding adminis-
tration following World Wa
) & ;

8hocking revelations before the
Benate Naval Committee, which
is Investigating Pauley’s nomi-
nation, involve the very top gov-
ernment officials, including Tru-
man and the Ilate President
Roosevelt as well as leading fig-
ures in the Department of Jus-
tice, Congress and the State De-
partment.

Even Cabinet member Harold
Ickes, who spilled the beans and
mrecipitated the scandal, 18 him-
self implicated in this exposure
of governmental skullduggery. On
February 1, Ickes publicly accus-
ed Pauley, head of the Petrol Oll
Qompany in California and for-
mer Treasurer of the Democratic
National Committee, of attempt-
ing to horsetrade big financial
contributions to the Democratic
Party campaign fund in exchange
for' government concessions to big
ofl concerns.

Ickes charged that on Septem-
ber 6, 1944, while Roosevelt was
running for his fourth term,
Pauley told Ickes that he could
raise $300,000 for the Democratic
Party campaign fund from the
oll men in California who have
fnterests in off-shore oil, if they
could be “sssured” that the Fed-
eral Government would not try
to assert title to these oil lands.

RAW PROPOSITION ;

This, said Ickes, was the “raw-
est proposition that has been
made to me.” But strangely e-
nough, this “guardian of the
public welfare” sald not & word
about it publicly when the pro-
position was made to him, Pauley
then went ahead and raised
$600,0000 from Big Business,
$300,000 .of it from these oil in-
terests in California, .

This siush fund Was intended
bribe the Democratic adminis-
tration to continue to keep its
hands off the rioh underwater
coastal ofl lands, estimated to be
worth billions of dollars. In Cal-
ifornia, where these lands are
righest in oil, Pauley has a per-
petual lease from the California
state: authorities. He has been
pumpning out 1,000 barrels of oil
3 day. Naturally he and the other
West Coast oil men want to con-
tinue their profitable racket.

In recognition of services ren-
dered to the Democratic party
machine, for five years the Roos-
evelt  administration postponed
filing suit of a “test case” to de-
termine the Federal government's
rights to these tide-lands. Ac-
cording to testimony by Norman
Littell, former Assistant Attorney
General, the suit was filed only
last year on May 28, 1045, He
sa.xq' that immediately after this
action was instituted Pauley be-
gan forming a powerful oil lobby
in "Washington to stop the Su-
preme Court action and surren-
der Federal claims to the land.
But Littell admitted that in 1940
he himself arranged a meeting
between Pauley and former Att.
Gen. Franeis Biddle which helped
to smother the suit.

Through friends in the State
Department and Congress, Pau-
ley and his oil lobby were able
to slip a tideland oil bill into
Congress last September to head
off federal legislation. Naturally
the tidelands oil prize was not
mentioned in this move. The bill
was supposedly based on the
“rights” of states to control dock
snd harbor areas of the cities.
The bill, with virtually no pub-
licity, passed the House last fall.
Hearings which were being plan-
ned {n the Senate are now tem-
porarily halted by the ragin
scandal. '
PAULEY'S “WARNING”

Ickes further charged that sub-
sequently Pauley, apprehensive
that the government might file
the suit, told him “it would be
8 great mistake to disturb those
interests” which had contributed
$500,000 to the Democratic Party
campaign fund. Ickes complain-
ed that Pauley “had the hard-
thood to ask me what I pro-
posed to do about off-shore oil”
right after Roosevelt was buried
and they were on their way back
from Hyde Park, Bringing the
matter -up at that time, Ickes
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Chicago Fighters Against Jim-Crow

added, “more than confirmed my
bad opinion of him."

But Ickes did not always have
such a bad opinion of Pauley. In
fact, they were close collabora-
tors in the War Petroleum Ad-
ministration which Ickes headed
during the war, One of the wit-
nesses at the Senate investiga-
tion, Max Easton Thornburg, for-
merly Petroleum Adviser to the
State Department and a former
vice-president of Standard Oil
of California, revealed the previ-
ous collaboration between Ickes
and Pauley, Thornburg's sensa-
tional testimony about this hid-
den eplisode disclosed a scandal
within a scandal,

PAST SCANDAL
Back in 1942 Pauley tried to

promote & deal with the Mexican |

government for the erection of a
refinery for the development of
Mexican oll, in which Pauley and
two associates would get a con-
tract for most of the oil pro-
duced over a 30-year period. In
that same year Pauley accepted
the post of Treasurer of the
Democratic Party’s National
Committes at a time when it had
a deficit of $600,000. Ickes com-
mended him then for taking that
difficult job.

Thus, the “Pauley Project” got
the green light from Ickes who
pressured the State Department
in an attempt to get its support
for Pauley. Heavy pressure was
also brought to bear upon Cor-
dell Hull, then Secretary of
State, by Roosevelt and other
high officials, Among these was
Jesse Jones who, it was rumored,
was financing the Mexican deal
through the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation of which he
was head.

But the “Pauley Profect” was
blocked, Thornburg testified,
through the outery raised by the
Mexican government and op-
position forces here. Thornburg
further claimed he was “liqui-
dated" in 1943 and forced to re-
sign because his presence embar-
rassed the State Department.

After Thornburg’s damaging
evidence against both Pauley and
Ickes, the Ilatter temporarily
made a truce in their own feud
to do a joint hatchet-job on
Thornburg. Pauley charged that
Thornburg was testifying against
him because Thornburg “never
at any time wanted anybody to
fool with Mexico except his com-
pany and its affiliated compa-
nies, Standard of New Jersey and
the Shell Group,”

HATCHET JOB
Ickes, for his part, bitterly as-
salled Thornburg for exposing

Lthe attempted Mexican steal and

complained that Thornburg was
“dealing some cards under the
tahle.” He reiterated that all
Thornburg wanted to do was
open the way for return to Stan-
dard Oil of the expropriated
Mexican ofl companies.

Thoroughly embarrassed by
these scandalous exposures, the
Senate Commitiee is now report-
ed trying to get Truman to
withdraw his nomination of Pau-
ley. The Senators, partioularly
the Democrats, are motivated
not by opposition tp the practices
revealed but by fear of possible
political repercussions. The Sen-
ate has approved numerous ap-
pointments of big oil men and
thousands of other "dollar-a-
year” corporation officials in all
the government agencies respon-
sible for handing out scores of
billions in juicy contracts.

Truman, the loyal machine
politiclan and graduate of the
Boss Prendergast school of graft
in Missourl, responded to the sug-
gestions for withdrawing Pauley's
nomination by lauding this brib-
er, crook and perjurer s “hon-
est,” ‘“magnificent.” Truman's
main complaint was that Ickes
did not confer with the adminis-
tration before shooting off his
mouth and thus exposing the
connections between the govern-
ment, the Democratic Party and
the big dil interests,

The Pauley case, brought to
light by the conflict between rival
oil corporations and their respec-
tive political agents, {s primarily
significant as & further disclos-
ure of the complete control by
Big Business over the capitalist
government and the utter cor-
ruption of the capitalist politi-
cians from top to bottom.

Toledo

Delicious Home-Cooked Duck Dinner
. and

Gala Housewarming
Saturday Night, February 23
at the New SWP Headquarters
213 Michigan Street

Duck Dinmer at 7 p.m. ...............51 (Includes Seclal)
(Tickets by reservation only, Call AD 2304 or write
213, Michigan not later than Feb. 21)

Housewarming at 8.30 p.m,

no reservation needed..,..............50c

- CANT )
SKATEM ek

Henry McGee, Vice President,

Scene during the Iatest and largest picket 1ine demonstration against the Jim Crow policies
of the White City Skating Rink in Chicago. This is the fifth, and more are scheduled. The
picket captains are: (front row, left to right) Michael Bartell, Chlcago Organizer, Socialist
Workers Party; Gerald Bullock, Chicage Committee for Racial Equality; Norman Martin,
President, American Veterans Committee; Willoughby Abner, Vice President, Chicago CIO
Council; Rev. Archibald Carey, Pastor of Woodlawn AME Church;
Chaijrman, Council Against Racial Discrimination; and Eugene Shands, Executive Secretary,
Chicago NAACP; (back row) Wesley Thompson, International Organizer, UAW-CIO; and

NAACP.

Rev. Homer A. Jack,

Mass Mee ting Demands Attorney
Investigate Fontana Death Fire

By Lois Saunders

(Special to The Militant)

SAN BERNARDINO, Cal.

, Feb. 7—Demands that At-

torney General Robert W. Kenny make a thorough in-
vestigation of the mysterious fire following threats of Jim-
Crow vigilante violence that claimed the lives of all four
members of the Q'Day H.® =

Short family in nearby Fon-
tana on December 16, were
made at a mass protest meet-
ing of more than 250 people
here last Sunday.

On the day following the
meeting Kenny, who has been
angling for the Democratic
nomination for Governor of Cal-
ifornia and who for months has
been assiduously courting labor
and Negro votes, advised a com-
mittee from the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement
of Colored People that his of-
fice {8 making an investigation.

More than seven weeks have
alrendy elapsed, however, since
the disaster. No one known to
have been connected with the
threats has yet been brought
before the county grand jury.
Sheriff’s deputies who admitted
warning Short he was “out of
bounds” are still on the force.

OVERFLOW CROWD

The overflow crowd which at-
tended the meeting despite a
steady, all-day downpour, amply
demonstrated the widening in-
terest in the case and the insist-
ent demand that authorities
take some action. ,

Principal speakers were Rev.
Dan Marshall, chairman of the
Catholic Interracial Committee,
and Myra Tanner Weiss, Los
Angeles organizer of the Social-
ist Workers Party, who -an-
nounced that she was starting
8 West Coast tour from San Die-
go to Seattle, to publicize the
Short case.

Comrade Weiss pointed out
that the labor movement is be-
coming aware of the importance
of the case for labor itself as
well as for minority groups, and
cited the recent action of the

IAM Aircraft Lodge

Asks Fontana Action

LOS ANGELES, Feb, 7T —
Aeronautical Industrial Lodge
727-B of the International
Association of Machinists
(Lockheed Burbank) last
night passed a motion calling
on States Attorney General
Robert Kenny to investigate
the “burning of the Negro
family at Fontana,” and re-
questing that their district
council and other locals pass
similar motions.

®

Ford Long Beach Iocal of the
CIO United Automobile Work-
ers and the AFL Lockheed Ma-
chinists union In setting up
committees charged to invest{-
gate and report.

Rev. Marshall contrasted the
lack of action on the part of the
authorities in the Short case
with what would have happened
had similar threats been made
to the family of a Hollywood
star, or some other rich Beverly
Hills resident. “Imagine what
the newspapers would have done
and what the district attorney
would have done to discover the
perpetrator of 50 terrible a
crime,” he sald.

Sunday's meeting was spon-
sored by the San Bernardino
Central Council and supported
by the Council for Human
Rights and the local NAACP. J.
Robert Smith, editor and pub-
lisher of the -Tri-County Bulle-
tin of San Bernardino, who
served as chairman, was ap-
pointed head of the committee
delegated to visit Attorney Gen-
eral Kenny.

0'Dwyer Launches Vicious
Drive To Break Tug Strike

(Continued from Page 1)

personnel work a 48-hour week
for 67 and 72 cents an hour. All

during the war, when the own-
ers made unprecedented profits
working their boats around the
clock, the tughoat men were pre-
vented by the no-strike pledge
from gaining any improvements,

They are demanding $1.35 an
hour for unlicensed hmen and
$1.52 and $1.83 for licensed men,
plus a 40-hour week and two
weeks’ vacation with pay. The
terms negotiated by top officials
of the ILA and turned down by
men offered a 15-cent an hour
increase and two weeks' vaca-
tion with pay only after three
years' service.

The Office of Defense Trans-
portation, which §s in charge of
the ‘“seizure,”” has called upon
the United States Employment
Service and the War Shipping
Administration to furnish strike-
breakers. Mayor ODwyer has

promised police protection to
any scabs.

A few Navy tugs manned by
Navy men and guarded by armed
marines are operating. But no
privately owned tug has yet left
its berth, Any attempt to use
scabs is expected to meet bitter
resistance from union longshore-
men and seamen.

Mayor O'Dwyer’s flagrant and
unrestgained  strikebreaking of-
fensive has come as a shock to
many strikers who voted for him
in the November election. “We
were told he was a ‘friend of La~
bor' and now he's trying hardest
to cut our throats!” was the ex-
pression of tug boat men whom
I interviewed.

Among the most vociferous
supporters of O'Dwyer in the
election were the Stalinists,
whose Daily Worker today is the
only newspaper in New York
City playing down the news of
Mayor O'Dwyer's strikebreaking.

White City Rink
Asks Injunction
Against Pickets

CHICAGO, Feh, 9—That the
determined fight against the
notorious Jim-Crow policies of
the White City Skating Rink,
63rd Street and South Park, is
beginning to show effect, was
demonstrated here this week
when rink-owner Howard Fox
appealed for a court injunction
to prevent the Socialist Workers
Party and various individuals
from picketing his establish-
ment, Fox revealed that the
picket line had resulted in many
canceled contracts and bookings,
and a reduced night attendance.

The hearing on the injunction
was postponed by the court until
February 21 on the assurance
of- M. J. Myer, attorney for the
defendants, that the picketing
would be peaceful, There have
been five demonstrations in
front of the rink to date, with
the sixth scheduled for Satur-
day night, February 16. Besides
the SWP, 15 other labor and
community organizetions are
joined in this fight against Jim
Crow.

Stalinists Fail
To Halt Sale
Of ‘Militant’

YOUNGSTOWN, Q.—Alarmed
by the growing popularity of The
Militant on the picket lines, the
Stalinists in this area' have op-
ened a campaign against the
Trotskylst paper.

Obviously by pre-arrangement,
Stalinists in two local unions
tried—without success—to bar
The Militant from the picket
lines. Allying themselves with
reactionary elements who are
“against reds” the Stalinists
have gone to desperate lengths
to keep & true workers' paper
from the strikers.

At the meeting of one Re-
public Steel local, the Commun-
{st (Stalinist) Party goons find-
ing threats of violence unavail-
ing, stationed a guard outside
the meeting who told-all comers
that they could not enter the
hall unless they threw away their
copies of The Militant, In at
least one case a member of the
local refused to throw away the
copy given him, and was barred
from the meeting.

These Stalinists do not con-
trol the local and in no way rep-
resent the local’s official attitude
on The Militant. They are
simply acting in concert with a
small group of reactionaries to
dictate to the rest of the mem-
bers what they may or may not
read.

Evidence of the failure of this
campaign is the fact that The
Militant is not only still received
by the pickets of thess very lo-
cals but a number of them have

Truman Yields
To Big Business
Price Demands

(Continued from Page 1)
whose national strike was halted
by government plant ‘‘seizures”
several weeks ago,

These wage increases are not
to come from the staggering
profits of the meat trust. Only
five cents is to be “absorbed” by
the meat barons who enjoyed the
greatest profits of their history
during the war and who plan
to continue and better them.
The other 11 cents is to ‘be paid
out of price increases and gov-
ernment subsidies, which the
pt:xople pay indirectly through

€es.

STEEL HOLDS OUT

The steel corporations are
continuing to refuse to settle the
steel strike and pay the 18%-
cent increase the government
recomemnded, unless they also
get the outrageous prices they
have been demanding,
Although the OPA originally
rejected any price increase over
$2,50 a ton, the administration
subsequently offered $4 and is
now reported to be agreeing to
between $5 and $68 a ton price
increases for the steel industry.
Such price increases would not
only absorb any proposed wage
increases but would actually pro-
vide profits on & acale never be-
fore reached by the stee]l moguls.
The administration’s readiness
to yield to the hi-jacking «de-
mands of the steel and packing
bosses has been an open invita-
tion for every big corporation
in the country to blast away at
the already wide breach in the
price-control dike. Among the
corporation big-shots in behind-
closed-door sessions with Tru-
man last week was General Elec-
tric’s C. E. Wilkon, who declared
his corporation would make no
wage increase offer to settls the
CIO United Eleotricgl Workers
strike because “the price consid-
eration is the one hurdle we
can't get over.”

The forces behind this con-
certed assault on price ceilings
and workers' living standards
are revealed by nation-wide full-
page ads appearing this week,
in which the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers threatens
that “full production isn't pos-
sible” because of “frozen prices"
and “price ceilings limit produc~
tion.”

Unable to bresk labox’s strike
struggles for higher wages to
meet the wartime inflation al-
ready imposed on the wage-earn-
ing consumers, Big Business aid-
ed by the capitalist government
is heading for all-out inflation
under what one correspondent
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way during the past decade.

“Labor with a white skin
cannot emancipate itsel,
where labor with a blac

skin is branded.”

STRUGBLE ., o ensn

L L T T TS T T
Why We Must Battle Anti-Semitism

Negro workers have made progress in more than one

Having become more class=

conscious, they now almost invariably stick with the unions

that—and definitely related
to it—is the noticeable elim-
ination of many of their own
prejudices.

This is particularly true in re-
gard to the strong anti-Jewish
prejudice that used to be so pre-
valent among the oppressed
Negroes, No longer is a back-
ward Negro able to get much of
& receptive audience with the
old-time tirades about the
“damn Jews are Kkeeping us
down,” The vast majority of
Negro workers are now so poli-
tically advanced in their think-
ing that they will immediately
point out the incorrectness of
such a statement.

Whether in steel, auto or any
other major industry, the Negro
worker knows that the boss class
is the boss class and that those
belonging this cless act and react
in essentially the same way,
whether they happen to profess
Jewish, Catholic or Protestant
{aith. He has seen, furthermore,
that among the big capitalist
exploiters there are only & small
percentage who happen to be
Jewan.

SAME PRACTICE

He also now realizes that con-
demning all members of the Jew-
ish faith as being gyps, finagl-
-ers and Shylocks is the very same
practice that has been carried
out against himself, Negroes
have been Ilabeled as shiftless
clowns through stersotyping
carjostures and have been por-
trayed =s the most petty typeof
sneak thieves by such ruling-
class-inspired expressions as
“There must be a nigger in the
woodpile.” Such slanderous
generalizations are not true for
the Negro and they are also not
true for the Jew.

Under American capitalist so-
clety the Negro and the Jew face
the same menace of the fasc-
ist-minded race-hate mongers.
The Ku Klux Klan, the America
Firsters and all other groups of
fescist gangsters invariably aim
as their first targets at both the
Negro and the Jewish minorities,

In this connection it is inter-
esting to observe the type of
treatment received by both
groups in that most reactionary
of present-day organizations, the
U. B, Army. Most of us are well
acquainted with the fact that
Negroes have been segregated
and persecuted at the hands of
the big brass in the Army and
Navy. Not so widely known is
the fact that Jews are slso dis-
oriminated eagainst in many
cases in the services.

called Trféiman's contemplated
"“Big Bteal Formula,”

and line up on the side of all workers instead of with the
boss as of old. In addition to®

in the Army to stir up antie
Negro prejudice among the previe
ously open-minded Northern
white soldiers as well as the na-
tives of foreign countries which
have been “liberated” by Amer=-
ican imperialism,* The same has
evidently ' been true as regards
the Jew.

Recently an Army poll was
taken of 1,700 U. S, troops sta=
tioned in Germany, This poll
showed that 22 per cent of thesa
soldiers believed that the Gere
mans had “good reasons” for
persecuting the Jews. This
shows that the Army tops, either
through what they have done
or what they have failed to do,
have made B consclous attempt
to create anti-Jewish prejudice
among the troops who are soon
to return to this country. Thus
both the Negro and Jew are
strapped to the whipping post
of fagcist reaction.

EXTREME PERSECUTION

For many generations the
Jewish people, like the Negro
people, have been subjected to
extreme persecution. They have
been denied many opportunities
that were open in the economig
field to gentiles, Thereby many
of them, without a doubt, have
been forced to “scuffle rough” in
order to obtain sufficient pene
nles, nickels, and dollars to met
dlong. The small shopkeepera
have developed their ' business
habits because they were subject
to both an economic and.a rag~
ist-religious rsecution.

‘We hold no brief for a Jewish
exploiter, nor for a gentile axe
ploiter, nor for a Negro eéxe
ploiter. One who uses neitheg
his head nor his hands to contrie
bute to soclety but who exists
only by the exploitation of an-
other man’s lgbor is & drone in
the human hive. But to cons
demn all Jews because of an ex=
perience with one who belonged
to the boss class is only to fur-
nish food for capitalist reaction,
This dragon thrives on a diet
which also includes'the colored
peoples and the labor movement
as a whole.

World Jewry includes not only
a few Jewish exploiters hut also
millions of Jewish workers and
farmers—yes, and hundreds of
Jewish revolutionists whp are
devoting the major part of thejr
energles to organizing and lead-
ing the world’s workers toward
the néw realm of a Socialist s0-
ciaty, i

Subscribe To
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We know that a well-caleulat-
ed program has been carried out
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Socialist Workers Party
Branch Activities

AKREON — Visit The Militant
Club, 406-6 Everett Bldg., 30
East Marksat St., open dally
except SBunday, 2 to 4 p. m.;
also Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, T:30 to 9:30. Current
events discussion Wednesday
evenings. Frideys at 7:80,
class on ‘Forward Mareh of
American Labor.

Feb. 22, 7:30 pm., “The
Great Struggle For The 8-Hour
Day,” by Mary Clark.

ALLENTOWN - BETHLEHEM —
Open meeting every Friday,
8 pm, at Militant Labor
Forum, 8. E. corner Front and
Hamilton Btreets, Allentown.

Public Forums—First Sunday
each month, 2:15 p.m.

BOSTON—Office at 30 BStuart
8t. Open Mondays and Bat-
urdays from noon until § p.m.,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO — Every Saturday
night, Current Events Discus-
sion and Open House, at Mili-
tant Forum, 628 Main St., 2nd
floor,

CHICAGO — Visit BSWP, 160 N.
Wells, R, 317, Open 11 am, tp
8 p.m. every day except Sun-
day. Tel. Dearborn 7662.

CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at
Peck’s Hall 1446 E, 82nd B8t,

DETROIT—Forums on topical
questions every Sunday, 8 p.m.
at 8108 Linwood. Office open
daily 10 to 6. Phone Tyler
7-62617.

Thursday clagses: “How to
Prepare A Speech” at 7:30.

“History Of Russian Revoju-
tion™ at 8:15 p.m,

KANSAS CITY — SWF Branch
mests Baturday, 8 pm. Rm,
208, Studio Bldg., 418 E. oth
8t., for study and discussion.

LOS ANGELES -— Visit 8WP
headquarters, 145 8. Broadway,

taken subscriptions,

San Pedro, 1008 8. Pacific,

Room 214.
MILWAUKEE — Visit the' Mil-
weukes branch of the SWP at
its headquarters, 424 E, Wells
8t., any evening from 7:30.
MINNEAPOLIS—Visit the Labor
Book BStore, 10 South 4th St,,
opsn 10 am. to 5 p.m. deily,

Forum every BSunday, 3:30.
NEWARK — Open forum every

Friday at the Bocialist Work-
ers Party, 423 Springtield
Ave,, at 8:30.

Reading room and office
open Mondays-Thursdays, 4 to
10 p.m.

Militant Readers’ Discussion
Group meets every Bunday,
7:30 p.m.

Sat. Feb. 23—8ocial evening,
NEW YORK — Downtown: 116
University Place, GR. 5-8149.

Baturdays at 4 pm., rehear-
sals of Trotskyist chorus. Mili-
tant readers invited. ’

Sundays at 10:30 am., Mill.
tant subscription mobilization.

Bundays at 8, Open forum.

Bronx: 1034 Prospect Ave.,
1st floor.

Sundays at 8, discussions on
labor problems,

Brooklyn: 635 Fulton St.
Open 1 to §. Phone ST. 3-7433.

Saturday, Feb. 16, 8 p.m,,
Valentine social; refreshments.

Sundays at 8, Militant Dis-
cussion Group.

room 23. Phone MO. 2-1866.
Office open Monday through
Thursday, 1 to 4:30; Fridays
and Sundays, 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Bundays: Discussion group,
7:30 pm. Feb., 17—“What Is
Communism?” Speaker Dave
Btevens,

PHILADELPHIA — SWP Head-
quarters, 1303.05 W. QGirard
Ave,, 2nd floor. Open forums
svery Fridsy, 8 p.m., on cur-
rent topiecs.

Classes on Lenin’s “State and

Revolution,” every Sunday, 7

Harlem: 103 W. 110th St., |

p.m.

Office and bookshop open
every day.

PITTSBURGH—Militant Read-
ing Room, Beely Bldg., 5008
Penn Ave, corner Penn. Ave,
& Beatty St., E. Liberty, Open
Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
6:30 to 9:30. Suncays at 7:30:
Round Table Discussion om
‘“News of the Week in The
Militant.”

PORTLAND, Ore. — Visit the
SWP headquarters, 134 8. W,
Washington, 3Srd Floor. Tel
ATwater 3092, Open 1 to
4 p.m., deaily except Sunday,
and 8 to 8 pm. on Tuesday
and Priday.

S8AN FRANCISCO — Visit the
San PFrancisco School of Soclal
Science, 305 Grant Ave,, cOX=
ner of Grant and Sutter, ¢th
floor: open from 12 noon t
3 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday, and 7 to 9 p.m. Mon=-
day through Friday.

Friday night study groups:
‘Introduction to Trotskyism,
7:30 p.m.; ‘History of Demo=
cratic Centralism,’ 8:40 p.m.

SEATTLE—Visit our Headquars
ters, 1918, Second Ave.

ST. LOUIS—Visit our headquar~
ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm,
312, open Monday through
Saturday from 12 to 2 p.m.;
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
from 8 to 10 p.m.

TOLEDO—Forums every Tues=
day, 8:00 p.m., James Aparte
ments, 213 Michigan St..Open
evenings, 7-9.

YOUNGSTOWN — Youngstown
School of Social Science, 235
N. Phelps St., open to publie
Tuesday -and Saturday after=
noon from 2 to 5: also 7:30 o
9:30 p.m., Monday through
Thursday.

Wed,, Feb, 20, “The Negro in

the Reconstruction Period.”
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Diary Of A Steelworker 8y 1. Kovalesky

Jimmy and I stood shivering, hugging the
orange-glowing nlamnnder. It was very. dark.
A blttcr wind tore at the fence next to No. 2
Gate, whining through
the woven wire, rasping
at our faces, rocking us
back on our heels in sud-
den gusts, making us
over-balance and start
forward on the balls of
o our feet in sudden lulls

A steamy, warm smell

rose from the lower parts
of our ove.rcoata as they caught the red-hot glare
of the glowing sides of the salamander — but
we shivered with the cold of our backs.

Around us as we hugged the fire a shadowy
ring of forms circled slowly and monotonously.
Before long we too would join that circle and
two others would come gratefully to warm their
stiffening fingers at the red coke blaze.

Jimmy spoke, and I saw him smiling gently
n the fire glow. He sald, “You know, this ain't
hard at all.”

I sald nothfhg. I looked at Jimmy, waiting
for him to tell me what he meant. A sharp blast
of wind whipped my face, and Jimmy's red and
white cloth picket badge flapped on his chest. A
passing picket grumbled, “When the hell they
gonna send that goddam coffee around here?”

Jimmy continued, smiling: “This ain’t hard!
They talk sbout fighting, about struggling and
suffering, but this ain't hard at all

‘“"We got to stay out here all night on the picket
Pme — but we been working bad hours all our
Bves. We couldn't ever live right, because we
Bad to work at night, and we couldn’t be like
other folks, We got to picket long hours, but we

R OORNL

Notes Of A Seaman

The press this week Mas carried the tragic

of the wrecking of the passenger liner
on on s rocky elff in Alaska. For several
days millions have fol-
lowed detalls of the res-
sue efforts to get the 495
" human beings safely off
the doomed ship. And
at this writing it ap-
pears that & number of
men will never come

ors of the orew finally gather
ttle there will be an inves-

by the Bureau of Marine

Navigation to determine the
loss of the ship, the cargo and
the lives of who drowned. Detailed testi-
mony will be takeh and, in all likelihood, the
lkipper of the ship or the pilot will “take the
rap” and lose his license for some mistake in
judgment; that is,-unless it appears that there
was some unforeséeable failure in the ship’s
power plant or running gear.

But whatever the verdict of the board of in-
quiry you can be sure that those who will col-
lect the insurance on the loss of the Yukon will
be very little concerned.

L]

1 am referring to the owners of the Alaska
Steam Ship Co. who operated the Yukon and
numerous other ships of the same type in their
extensive fleet.

Consider the story of the Yukon. The Yukon,
like the Columbia, the Aleutian, the Alaska, the
Denall, the Victoria, was a ship that long ago
was ready for the boneyard. Many of these ships
were given up by other shipping lines as no
longer really seaworthy.

Alaska Steam purchased these ships for a
song and used quite profitably all through
these years. Having an exclusive franchise on

Funeral In Peoria

PEORIA, Ill, Feb, 9 — “Dying as soldiers,
fighting for labor, so did they fall , , .”

Irwin Paschon, railroad striker, was burled
%oday as 500 mourners watched tensely in the
®0ld beams of an early winter sunset. Thus in
8 bleak hill-top cemetery,-high above this smoke-
grayed city, one more labor martyr was lald to
dont.

Like a scarlet arrow sacross the black pattern
of their grief was the bitter hatred of the 500
men and women, as they thought of George P.
McNear, President of the Toledo, Peoria and
Western Rallroad — the calculating murderer
who had taken this and another human life to
mcz his profits.

Mute tribute was offered to Irwin Paschon by
Mundreds of his fellow-strikers of the Railroad
Protherhoods. Some had been with him on Feb-
ruary 6 when, utterly defenseless, he was mur-
dered by four heavily armed guards in a for~
tressed locomotive. Now, after services at Bethel
Lutheran Church in Bartonville, they stood taut-
Mpped in the mournful wintry air.

Near them, erect and controlled, stood Mrs.
Qloria Paschon, Irwin's young brunette wife
.and mother of his six-month old daughter, Lark,
Like her husband, an active trade-unionist, she
had been secretary of his local.

-

Something bigger than sorrow for the power-
ful young life lost bound these people together.
The pastor called it love. “Greater love hath no
man than that he died with his friends.”

“That's one way of saying it,” an old-time
unionist muttered.

“Solidarity?” I suggested.

His hard eyes softened and gleamed with a
hint of & smile. “You're durn right, Miss. He died
‘for us, His brothers, for all of us. I was right
there when it happened . . .” His volce grew
hoarse.

“What happened?” ‘I whispered,

A muscle in his check twitched. He jerked his

NEW YORK
Lynch Law in New York

Hear a Discussion of the

FERGUSON MURDERS

Socialist Workers Party
Open Forums

Sunday, Feb. 17, 8 p.m.
Harlem—103 West 110th St. R. 23
Bronx—1034 Prospect Ave.
Brooklyn—-635 Fulton St.

had to work doubles to get enough money so we,
could live.

“We get. cold out here in the wind and snow.

but we used to: get cold on the job, We get cold
in the winter all the time when we can't buy
warm clothes. We can’'t have warm houses to
live in and nice warm cars to ride around in.
So this ain't much different.

“We get hungry, and ‘we can't buy good food
when we don't work. But we always been hungry!
The poor people ain't never had enough to eat.
We ain’t never had good food like we ought to.

“But we always been working and struggling
to make a living, or looking for & job in hard
times, and we been suffering all along.

“So this ain't hard now. It ain’'t any harder
than it's ever been. And now we're fighting for
a,chance to live like human beings and trying
to get an even break for our kids, We could catch
a lot more hell, and — and — well, it still
wouldn't be hard, so long as we were fighting
for our kids.”

Jimmy stopped speaking and smiled into the

g salamander. The wind whimpered about
the dead open hearth stacks and yelped down
at us in sudden, savage bursts. But I had for-
gotten to feel the cold.

A picket yelled over to me, “Hey, captain, you
gonna hug that fire all night?"”

I stepped away with a feeling of guilt, and
Jimmy joined me In the slowly, monotonously
circling ring of pickets that plodded chain-like
in front of No. 2 Gate. Two others stepped from
the line and stretched their gloved fingers grate-
fully toward the glow of the coke fire.

‘The cold wind tore at our faces, but Jimmy was
right: it wasn’t hard. We could stand so much
more in this fight!

By Art Sharon

the passenger and freight service to most of

Alaska territory there was not even the
aotor of competition to force them to improve
their equipment. The extremely favorable rates
were agreed to by various government commis-
sions with the understanding that Alaska Steam
would continually improve their carrying equip-
ment — that is to say, their ships.

Instead, Aleska Steam became & golden stream
— & kind of private Alaska gold rush. Money
that supposedly was to have gone into new ships
found its way into nice fat dividends for the
owners,

Alaskans who had to journey between Alaskan
ports or to Seattle had to travel by Alaska Steam.
They had no choice. They paid Alaska Steam's
price and enjoyed Alaska Steam's ancient ship
accommodations. Squawk as they might, and
they did and are continuing to do so, the voy-
agers are at the complete mercy of this private
franchise that considers the run to Alaska as
its private “gravy train.”

And who is there to compel Alaska Steam to
replace its fleet of ancient passenger liners with
more modern ships? Should the.demand be made,
Alaska Steam will plead “bankruptcy” and ask
for higher rates, increased subsidies and virtual
donations of new ships from the pool owned
by the government. Only under such terms will
these profiteers agree to provide more seaworthy
vessels on the Alaska run,

The handsome profits grabbed by Alaska
Steam over a period of years and its future
prospects of increased -profit are the only con-
cerm of the ship owners. If .ships like the rust-
bucket Yukon sall with their cargoes of human
lives at the mercy of any unexpected marine
danger, that’s just “part of the business.” Even
the tragedy of the Yukon will be turned to sweet
profit. That's what ship insurance is for.

By Clora Kaye

head In the direction of. the brown wooden
coffin. “That happened,” he said through clench-
ed teeth.

“Swellest guy we ever knew,” a union official
murmured to me. “Wasn't one guy didn't like
Paschon.”

Irwin Paschon fell in the war of class against
class. His name will go down along with the
name of Arthur Brown, his fellow worker, among
the ranks of heroic labor martyrs who died that
men might be free.

L L L

A city-wide work stoppage may be called here
to protest the murder of Paschon and Brown
and the wounding of ‘three. Toledo, Peoria and
Western Railroad strikers by company-armed
gunmen last Wednesday. This action grew out of
yesterday's - meeting of 25 local trade union
representatives, including CIO, AFL, . United
Mine Workers and Railroad Brotherhoods.

Bruce Brown, President of the UFEW-CIO,
said: "Our members, like all Peoria area citi-
zens, are outraged by this callous shooting and
determined to prevent its repetition and to bring
about a settlement of the TPW strike on the
basls of the strikers’ just demands.”

George P, McNear, president of the railroad,

‘deliberately ‘paved the way for this crime by

smuggling in arms and ammunition for use
against the strikers. W. C. Kaiser, vice-president
of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and
Firemen, stated that on January 29 the union
learned McNear had personelly handled the
purchase of a huge shipment of firearms and
ammunition from the Korean Jobbing Company
in Peoria.

The union immediately notified Governor
Dwight Green of Illinofs, demanding that he in-
vestigate this arms transaction, and pointing
out that the sirlkers were unarmed and defense-
less. The governor made no reply.

The union then got the State Police to stop
the car filled with these deadly weapons before
it reached the railroad terminal. The car and
its contents were taken to the police station
in-East Peoria. But the following -day, obviously
upon instructions from the state capitol, the
weapons were turned over to McNear's repre-
sentative. ]

The instruments of murder were then loaded
onto & train which had been. converfed into a vir-
tual. “armed. car.” The front caboose and two
caboaoses in the rear were reinforced with thick
steel plates. Fourteen armed. ‘‘guards” — profes-
sional gunmen &nd strikebreakers — occupied
the train in addition to the six scab trainmen.
All the dead and: wounded men were shot in
the back.

The Railway Brotherhood is demanding that
George P. McNear alse be indicted and tried for
the murders. It is also appealing. to the federal
government, for an immediate investigation of
the arms purchase which led to the cold-blooded
slaughter-of these union members.
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Strikers At Detroit Transmission Welcome
‘Militant” Despite Leaders’ Attempted Ban

s struggle for living wages.

Typical Of Strikers’ Wives

Mrs. Wilfred Baines marches on the CIO United Steel Workers’ picket line before the huge
Bethlehem Steel plant In Lackawanna, New York, while her husband catches up on his sleep
after long hours of night-shift picketing. Typical of hundreds of thousands of strikers’ wives,
she plays a vital role in labor’,

then to inte
Special legigative session.

By George

ers and veterans followed by

compensation for strikers and
veterans.

Despite the frigid weather,
800 workers and veterdans parad-
ed through the down-town dis-
trict of Youngstown to the mass
meeting.

Tom Hood, & foitmer master
sergeant in the air corps, recent-
Iy returned from overseas, led
the parade in his capacity of
Grand Marshal. Flanking him
was & color guard composed of
former soldiérs, sallors and |
marines in uniform. Next came
officers of the Mahoning Coun-
ty CIO Council. Behind them

Back-To-Work
Move Halted By

L) , -
Strikers’ Wives
By Jerry Kirk
(Special to The Militant)

FLINT, ¥eb. 8—A back-to-
work movement started by
two Flint women for the
purpose of halting the Gen-
eral Motors strike fizzled out
before .it could even get un-
der way. The two women an-
nounced, a special meeting
for Flint women. Some 300
attended; but they were almost
unanimous in support of the
strike,

After 'wives of the striking
workers: explained the: purpose
of the strike and the necessity
of backing it, the two women re-
versed -their positign and volun-

teered for strike' and kitchen

duty. A collection was taken to
send President Truman a tele-
gram- asking him to take imme-
diate steps to make General
Motors Corporation bargain col-
lectively “ with the CIO United
Auto Workers. The remainder of
the collection was turned over to
the UAW-CIO strike fund.

A Buick union investigating
committee this week discovered
foremen working on hourly
rated jobs. Although the corpo-
ration i§ seeking an injunction
against the local for so-called
illegal picketing, the local de-
cided to keep foremen out of the
plant.

All 15 gates were blocked by
Buick pickets. Only the person-
nel office was left open, for of-
fice help. As a result of the re-
inforced picketing an agreement
was reached with- the company,
to be submitted at the member-

YOUNGSTOWN, O., Feb.
CIO Council last night called for a March on Columbus
to demand a special session of the State Legislature
to provide unemployment compensation for strikers and
veterans. A special cemmittee will go to Columbus next
Monday to map out plans with the State CIO Council and
rview Governor Lausche on the subject of a

6—The Mahoning County

Weissman

(Special to The Militant)
YOUNGSTOWN, O., Feb. 3—A colorful parade of work-

an overflow mass meeting of

approximately 2,400 today heard CIO leaders and veterans
demand an immediate special session of the Legislature
to provide unemployment®—

were members of the different
CIO locals in the valley. The
banners of striking steel workers’
locals predominated, but in ad-
dition banners of CIO railroad
workers, clothing workers and
others were prominently dis-
played.

HUGE TURN-OUT

As the end of the paraiie
passed, workers watching from
the curbs fell in behind and

the mass meeting at 3 p.m.
Hundreds had to stand and an
overflow meeting in the base-
ment heard the speeches via the
loud-speaker,

Governor Lausche, who had
been invited to tell the mass
meeting where he stood on com-

erans pleaded & prior engage-
ment. In a letter, however, he
claimed that such compensation
would mean that the government
would be “financing a strike.”

T. R. Dostal, chairman of the
mass meeting, replied that the

strikes are caused by workers,
although actually, strikes are
caused by corporation attacks
upon the workers' standard of
living.

He also said that just as dur-
ing the depression when labor-
haters declared that people were
“lazy” and would rather be on
relief than work, this letter im-
plied that workers would give up
a2 $40 a week job to strike in
order thereby to draw $20 a
week compénsation.

EXPOSES OHIO LAW

Paul Fessenden, executive sec-
retary of the Akron CIO Coun-
cil, showed that the Ohio un-
employment compensation law
is full of anti-labor and anti-
unemployed provisions. Fessen-
den stated that the workers got
rid of Republican Governor
Bricker to find they were no
better off under the PAC-en-
dorsed Democratic Governor
Lausche.

Jerry Beck, president of the
Mahoning Valley CIO Council,

Striking Youngsto wn Vets Parade
In Campaign For Unemployed Aid

Bulletin

Legion Head Smears
Gls In Speech

John Stelle, National Com-
mander of the American Le-
gion, denounced as ‘“com-
pletely  unjustified,” the
world-wide GI demonstrations
to get back home. On Jan.
28 in Boston, Stelle told Legion
officials that “these men who
are gripping are most of them
less than 30-point men.”

Later, at a sumptuous din-
ner in his honor, Stelle ex-
pressed his hearty approval
of Wall Street's compulsory
military training program.

marched to the VFW Hall for |

_nation’s
pensation for strikers and vet-:

Governor's letter implied that

meeting of the State CIO Coun-
cil he would propose plans to
organize a march on Columbus,
and urged all other CIO Coun-
cils in the state to start mak-
ing plans immediately, At this
point the mass meeting sent up
a tremendous roar of approval.

VETERAN SPEAKS

Tom Hood, Chairman of the
CIO Council's Veterans' Com-
mittee, was the last speaker. He
emphasized the veterans' stake
in the struggle for compensa-
tion. He pointed out that “while
the Democrats and Republicans
made nice promises to the veter-
ans, nobody is doing anything
for them except the unions.”

Referring to veterans as the
“orphans,” he urged
them to get together with their
fellow~-workers in the labor move-
ment. Showing that corpora-
tion attempts to use veterans
against strikers had failed, Hood
sald that the veterans allied
with the unions would be an un-
beatable combination in the
struggle for a better standard
of living as well as for adequate
compensation,

FEPC-Supporter
Assaulted By
Stalinist Goon

NEW YORK, Feb., T— The
Stalinists took another step
in their organized campaign
against the Socialist Workers
Party when a member of the
Trotskyist Youth Group was
assaulted here today outside St.
Phillip's Church in Harlem by
a Stalinist leader of the “Amer-
ican Youth for Democracy."

The young Trotskyist was en- |
gaged in distributing a leaflet |
proclaiming the Trotskyist Youth |

Group's support of a permanent
FEPC!
Thus do the Stalinists aid the

worst reactionaries in their at-

"|tinued mino.

®

eagerly.

ly defied the Stalinists by tak-
ing the paper, Many made a
point of asking for The Mili-
tant, carefully folding it and
placing it in their pockets.

The Stalinists in Local 735
resorted to every dirty device
imaginable to prevent The Mili-
tant from being distributed.
Pirst they tried to drive the
distributors away. When the
distributors stood their ground,
the Stalinist crew spewed their
usual filthy slanders, such as
“fascist sheet.” Panicky when
most of the workers insisted on
taking the paper, the Stalinists
urged them to tear it up. But
only two complied.

STALINIST FRUIT

This Trotskyist-baiting bore
its inevitable fru. . One of the
most vociferous Stalinist sup-
porters bellowed out several
times, “We don't want any Jews
around this local.” This Hitler-
ite stink-bomb proved too much
even for some of the Stallnist
stalwarts who dejectedly slunk
away into the meeting. Only one
Stalinist hack, Fred Fish, con-
tinued his filthy vaporings.

Challenged by a distributor to
produce a single item in The
Militant opposed to the best.in-
terests of the working class, Fish
could only whine: “You want an
independent labor party; I favor
a coalition party.” Finally asked
why he did not fight Jew-bait-
ing in his own local, Fish had
no answer. With a sickly smirk
he hastened inside.

. Half an hour earlier, Arthur
Burch, Militant represemtative,
asked the officers of Local 735
for permission to speak at the
membership meeting against the
anti-labor action of the execu-
tive board in attempting to ban
The Militant from the picket
line, This modest request was
denied him by the Stalinist
leadership. Hoping to confine
the issue within the top circles
of the local, they finally grant-
ed Burch permission t6 appear
before the executive board Feb-
ruary 9.
FARCICAL HEARING

The hearing today before the
board was a farce. The Stalin-
Ist leaders had tried to justify
their ban on The Militant on
three false grounds: an alleged
inaccurate report in the January
12 issue, of happenings on the
Detroit Transmission line; the
lie that The Militant was back-
ed by corporation funds;
that its criticism of the leader-

At the last Local 735 mem-®
. | bership meeting, three-quarters
i | of the 200 workers present open-

and |

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
DETROIT, Feb. 9—Despite Stalinist slanders, threats
and a ban on The Militant passed by their Stalinist-dom-
inated executive board, GM strikers of Detroit Transmis-
sion Local 735, UAW-CIO, continue to receive The Militant

ship was hurting the strike.

Burch proved conclusively
that the January 12 article was
completely accurate, & fact con-
firmed by one of the board
members present. The Militant's
readers, Burch showed, were the
paper’s sole support and, far
from hurting the strike, The
Militant’s constructive criticism
of the UAW top leadership haas
had a strong influence 'in core
recting some of the leadership’s
mistakes.

So completely were the origle
nal charges refuted by Burch,
that the Stalinists made no
further mention of them. In-
stead, they switched into a vici-
ous attack on ‘Trotskyism,
slandering it as *'fascism.”

Fish, charged that the Trote
skyist opposition to the imperial-
ist war and the demand now
to bring the GIs home, consti-
tute “support of Hitler.” When
Burch showed that American-
forces overseas were being used
not against the fascists but to.
subjugate the workers and poeor
people in the interests of ‘the
same American profiteers who
are now trying to crush Amer=
ican labor, Fish once more laps=
ed into silence.

A NEW LIE

One Stalinist then falsely
claimed that other UAW locals
had banned The Militant, Fish
added the even bigger lie that' a
member of Fleetwood Local 15
had made a motion at the City-
wide Strike Committee to .ban
The Militant.

The fact of the matter is that
Fish himself made the motion
before a small, loose Citywide
Strike Committee meeting to
“‘discourage the distribution of
The Militant”. The motion was
vehemently opposed by the only
Fleetwood delegate present, John
Anderson, The‘e were five Local
735 members  pressnt at this
meeting, instead of the Ilegal
representation of two for. éach
local. Fish’s motion carried by
a voice vote because the meet-
ing was packed with Stalinists,

In addition to refuting the
Stalinist lies, Burch ldid. spes
cial stress on the democratie
right of freedom of the press.
The working class movement
has shed blood in defense of that
right, he pointed out, and it is
not to be trampled upon lightly
by a'handful of Stalinists. in
control of a local union.

Burch made it clear that fr-
respective of the decision of the
Stalinist-dominated board: of
Local 735, The Militant would
continue to be distributed on:sll
GM picket lines.

Defy Alameda

area has seen since the days
of the great strikes in the
'30’s.

CIO Steelworkers Machinists
Local 1304 has been on strike
for the past three months. Dur-
ing this period Bethlehem with
the aid of sourt orders and fully
equipped riot squads has con-
operations with
scab labor. The situation had
become a serious threat to the
closed shop conditions wqQn and
maintained during the past dec-
ade.

The workers were in full agree-
ment with Joe Roberts, business
agent of AFL Shipfitters Local
9, when he announced over the
union loudspeaker: “Unless this
yard is closed 100 per cent there
will be a rapid spread of open
shops in the Bay area."

WOMEN PICKETS

The pickets displayed a strong
militancy in their solid-packed

tacks upon the democratic rights | lines which barred every en-

announced that at the next' of labor.

ship meeting of the local this
Sunday.

NEW YORK

Open Forum
on the

19th District Congressional Election

The significance of Johannes Steel’s Candidacy
The Stalinist “Third Party” Maneuver
Speaker:

Art Sharon
Sunday, February

2lilitant Labor Forum, 116 Unlversity Place
8 p.m.
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trance. Squads of wwomen workers
blocked the path of office per-
sonnel attempting to enter the
yvard, and insisted that they re-
turn home until the strike was
settled. With only few exceptions
they readily agreed. Only Mari-
time Commission workers and
doctors authorized by the strik-
ing union were permitted to en-
ter.

The scene fairly bristled with
cops. Forty-five Alameda police,
backed by 15 members of, the
riot squad armed with clubs and
tear gas, stood ready to carry
out the strikebreaking orders of

the bosses. Police of seven other

AFL-CI0 Massed Pickets

Injunction

By J. Marshall

(Special o The Militant)

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 28 — In defiance of court orders
limiting pickets, 3,000 AFL and CIO unionists massed: before
the scab-operated Bethlehem Alameda shipyard this:morn-
ing and closed it tight. The action was the most inspiring

show of labor - solidarity this ®-

cities of Alameda County- were
prepared to “move in” on the
strike scene. Nearby Oaklind

held 100 fully equipped riot
squad thugs in readiness. State
highway patrolmen were 3lso
“alerted.” This was accomplish-
ed through the county sheriffs’
“mutual ald” organization.

When a scab, Willlam- Endig,
assistant outfitting superinten-
dent, insisted upon - driving
through the lines despite the
workers' request that he return
home, his car tipped over. Police
immediately converged ‘on the
scene and extricated him. He
still insisted upon entering the
yard.

A large mass of workers sur-
rounded him and the police, calle
ing to him to return home. Dure,
ing the excitement a.cop swung
on one of the pickets, missed, uzd
landed solidly across En
face, opening a gash above his
eye. Pandemonium broke loose
for a moment and somehow. En-
dig slipped, falling full length
into a nearby drainage ditch. He
emerged covered with oil and
water. He returned home.

HOLD THE FORT!

After this incident truck loads
of riot squad reinforcements con-
verged on the scene and “stopd
by.” Pinally at 9:30 am. they
moved off in a long caravan K
the picketers waved and cheered
them off.

As the union song, “Hold jthe
Fort,” roared over the sonnd 8y8-
tem, the workers took up the
words and hurled them: in .de-

fiance at the bosses.



