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CIORanks Back Montgomery W ard S trikers
Auto Workers Join Picket Lines to Support 
Fight Against Nation's No. 1 Open-Shopper

By John Saunders
DETRO IT, Mich., Dec. 16.— Backed officia lly by their own 

international union and the mighty ranks of the auto workers 
and all other CIO unions in this area, over 2,000 members of 
Local 332, CIO United Retail, Wholesale and Department Store 
Employes, today entered the second week of their m ilitant strike 
at four Montgomery Ward stores here. The strike was provoked 
by the failure of the Roosevelt administration to enforce long­
standing W LB directives against Sewell L. Avery, Montgomery 
Ward head and the Nation’s No.® '
1 Open-Shopper. I of auto workers have joined the

Brushing aside the no-strike Ward picket lines from early 
pledge for the first time since' morning until 9 P.M. when the 
Pearl Harbor, virtually all C I O ,  stores are shut. Today, Saturday, 
locals here have gone on record the picket lines were so large, the
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pledging “moral, financial and 
physical support” to the Ward 
strikers. W ith the fighting auto 
workers in the lead, unionists 
from every CIO-organized in­
dustry are demonstrating their 
solidarity on the Ward picket 
lines. Since the beginning of the 
strike last Saturday, the struggle 
has grown to embrace over 90 per 
cent of the Ward workers.

Once more the Ward workers 
are throwing a national spot­
light on Roosevelt’s kid-glove 
policy toward the open-shop em­
ployers. For over two years, the 
Ward corporation has brazenly 
defied WLB orders to grant a 
union maintenance-of-membership 
contract. 6ver eight months ago, 
Roosevelt broke the Ward strike 
in Chicago by his “plant seizure,” 
which ended with the property 
returned to Avery, who has never 
complied with the WLB orders.

The spark that touched off the 
Detroit Ward strike was Avery’s 
brazen announcement that he 
would continue his non-compli­
ance, after the U. S. Supreme 
Court itself on Nov^Jnber 13 
denied his plea for enjoining the 
W LB from issuing directives to 
the Ward company.
S P IR IT  OF ’37

Some of the fire and spirit of 
the great upsurge of ’36 and ’37 
seems to pervade this area once 
more. The CIO ranks are acting 
as i f  a tight noose had been re­
moved from their necks. Hundreds

Ward officials were compelled to 
close all stores at 5 P.M. The 
Royal Oak store had to be closed 
at that early hour yesterday. A l­
though it is the height of the 
Christmas shopping season, these 
stores are almost empty.

When customers in this union 
town refused to pass the picket 
line at Royal Ooak, the Ward 
manager appealed for state police 
aid from Governor Kelly. In con­
trast with the government’s 
paralysis in moving against 
Avery, the Governor sped state 
troops to the aid of Ward in jig  
time. A capitalist court hastily 
issued an injunction against any 
union “interference” at the Royal 
Oak store, although the pickets 
were completely peaceful.
GOOD OLD DAYS

For the first time in years, you 
could see the enthusiasm of the 
good old days on the picket lines. 
Hundreds of workers marched 
back and forth, singing “Solida­
rity Forever” and “We Shall Not 
Be Moved.” Workers from the 
Aircraft Unit Ford Local 600, 
led the lusty singing at the 
Dearborn store. A t the Grand 
River store, pickets staged a 
burlesque of the removal of 
Avery by troops from his Chi­
cago plant eight months ago. 
Under the pressure of the militant 
auto union ranks and the CIO 
workers generally, even CIO and

(Continued on page 4)

Hunger and Black 
Markets Provoke 
Rome Food Riots

Food riots, one of the most 
significant signs of revolutionary 
ferment, have been recurring in 
Rome. Driven by acute hunger, 
crowds numbering as many as a 
thousand aroused housewives 
have recently stormed stores and 
market places, smashing windows 
and stalls in protest against black 
market prices.

A typical outbreak occurred on 
December 7 in the Testaccio dis­
trict, one of the poorest in the 
city. Word spread that police 
were being sent to visit merchants 
in an effort to induce them to 
charge official prices. Soon a 
thousand women and children 
gathered and bought up every­
thing in sight at official prices.

Then they decided to “assist” 
the police. They went from 
street to street compelling the 
black market food merchants to 
sell their goods at “reasonable” 
prices. The police finally in­
tervened and “restored order.” 
The reason for the riots, accord­
ing to Rome’s Chief of Police 
Morazzini, was one w o r d ,  
“Hunger!”

According to the December 7 
N. Y. Times dispatch from 
Rome: “Hunger because of

■ scarcity must perforce be borne, 
but hunger because of profiteer­
ing provides the elements for a 
popular uprising and. this was 
what happened today.- For -in­
stance, a year ago sugar cost 300 
lire a kilo; today it costs 700 lir6. 
The official.price is 15 lire.”

The Allied puppet Premier 
Bonomi on December 17 ad­
mitted in a broadcast that there 
was “little hope of improved 
economic conditions,” but ap­
pealed to the hungry Italian  
masses to “fight to win the war” 
for the new imperialist masters 
of Italy.

Secret Diplomacy
A n  E d ito r ia l

The outlines of the imperialist “peace” are 
becoming manifest. Far from being a peace 
arrived at democratically, it  is a “peace” agreed 
upon by bandits in the dead of night.

First Churchill announced in the House of 
Commons on December 8 that British imperial­
ism was allotted Greece as a sphere of influence. 
“A t the Quebec conference it was proposed by the 
combined chiefs of staff that the British should 
prepare the forces to occupy the Athens area 
and pave the way . . . for the installment of the 
Greek Government which we and the great bulk 
of the United Nations had formally recognized.” 
British troops landed to protect the interests of 
British imperialism by putting down the masses 
and upholding the puppet Papandreou Govern­
ment.

Belgium was likewise handed to the British as 
a sphere of influence. Churchill, explaining who 
bore responsibility for shooting down Belgian 
workers, revealed: “I  have no hesitation in saying 
not only did we obey General Eisenhower’s 
orders, but we thought those orders were wise 
and sensible.”

The same kind of secret deal was made by the 
counter-revolutionary bandits concerning pro­
strate Italy. “We have a joint arrangement with 
America about Ita ly ,” Churchill told Parliament.

None of Churchill’s revelations have been de­
nied by Roosevelt or Stalin.

Second, Count Sforza, permitted to return to 
Ita ly  by the U . S. State department, revealed 
December 11 that he signed a letter dated 
September 23, 1943, written by the U . S. State 
Department, pledging support of fascist general 
Badoglio’s regime. The, Count further confessed 
that when he passed through London, October 11, 
1943, Churchill spent “the largest part of the 
two-hour conversation” persuading him to “accept 
King Victor Emmanuel I I I  regardless of his heavy 
responsibilities with Fascism, with the war 
against Britain and with the consequent 
calamitous defeat.”

Churchill admitted December 14 the truth of 
Sforza’s revelations. Roosevelt has not denied 
them.

Third, Ernest Bevin, Labor Minister of Britain’s 
imperialist government, trying to beat down the 
opposition at the Labor Party Conference to the 
government’s policy of murdering the Greek in-

surgents, revealed December 13 that Britain had 
a secret agreement with Moscow. “Russia under­
took to stabilize Rumania, and we undertook the 
main problem in Greece in accordance with this 
agreement with Russia.” Bevin affirmed the 
truth of Churchill’s declarations concerning 
Roosevelt’s role in these secret deals. “Proposals 
regarding Greece were submitted to President 
Roosevelt at Quebec and were initialed by him.” 
Bevin even admitted the imperialist aims motivat­
ing British policy. “The British Empire, whether 
we like i t  or not, cannot abandon its position in 
the Mediterranean.”

Neither Moscow nor Washington has denied 
the truth of Bevin’s -revelations.

These sinister agreements were made under 
the cloak of secret diplomacy and covered up 
with the most cynical declarations about freedom 
from hunger and freedom of the “liberated” peo­
ples to choose their own governments. These 
secret deals were not debated in the U. S. Con­
gress or the British Parliament. That would have 
exposed them and such deals cannot stand light, 
any more than could the imperialist deals of 
the Czar which were exposed by the Bolsheviks 
after the October 1917 revolution.

The A FL and CIO bureaucrats demand a-labor 
representative at the peace conferences which the 
imperialists claim will be held .on the cessation 
of armed hostilities. I t  would be difficult to say 
whether the stupidity of this proposal outweighs 
its fraud. The character of the “peace” has al­
ready been decided upon by the imperialists and 
their lackies. The details of the “peace” are being 
written right now in the secret conclaves of the 
diplomats. I t  is being decided behind the backs 
of the workers and farmers dragooned into fight­
ing the war. Only the first details are coming 
to light now as Allied troops begin imposing this 
“peace” by force and violence upon the masses 
of Europe.

Opposition to secret diplomacy is thus opposi­
tion to the imperialist deals which, if  permitted 
to continue, will surely bring on a Third World 
W ar far bloodier and more destructive than the 
Second. Opposition to secret diplomacy is op­
position to capitalist anarchy, capitalist famine, 
capitalist wars. I t  is opposition to the predatory 
rule of utterly reactionary cliques who slaughter 
millions to preserve their privileges. Down with 
secret diplomacy 1

Secret D ip lo m a cy

Roosevelt’s New D ra ft Decree 
Tightens Job Freeze Shackles

furloughs” to thousands of men 
for work in private industry. The 
N. Y. Times reports that: “Men 
up to 26 who have been released 
from the armed forces for war 
work have been sent to specified 
plants in the understanding that 
if they did not remain on- those 
jobs they would be subjected to 
immediate recall to armed duty.” 
In  commenting on. this action, the 
Washington correspondent of the 
Veto Leader says:

' “Instead of drafting men

(Continued on page 5)

By R. B e ll
Following a rabid labor-baiting campaign whipped up by 

the Roosevelt administration, the White Mouse released a “ State­
ment on Manpower”  embodying a new "work or figh t” decree 
freezing workers to their jobs at frozen wages. As The M ilitan t 
warned last week, the hysterical ballyhoo about an alleged 
“ munitions shortage”  has been used as a pretext to tighten the 
chains of forced labor on the American workers. Under an ord6r 
issued by “ Assistant President”  James E. Byrnes, workers must 
get permission from their local® 
draft boards before leaving 
their jobs. Failure to do so car­
ries the threatened penalty of 
being drafted. The forced labor 
decree is directed prim arily at 
men in the 26-to-37 age bracket.

I t  is publicly admitted by Se­
lective Service officials that the 
Roosevelt-Byrnes “work or - fight” 
decree is intended to “put teeth” 
into the job freeze, '¡['he Army 
has repeatedly announced that 
it does not want men over 26 for 
military service. A general or­
der was issued to this effect some 
time ago. I t  remained in effect 
until the spurious “munitions 
shortage” ballyhoo was initiated 
by Roosevelt and his generals a 
few weeks ago. This provided 
the pretext for reviving the cam­
paign, to conscript labor for work 
in private industry^ Under cover 
of this campaign the White House 
order instructed the draft boards 
to resume the induction of men 
from 26 to 37 who leave their 
jobs "without permission.”

When asked if the “work or 
fight” decree would increase the 
number of inductions in the 26- 
to-37 age group, Colonel Keesling.
Selective Service legislative offi­
cer replied: “I  don’t think it
will net us very many . . . The 
new policy,” Col. Keesling said,
“will tend to keep these men in 
their war jobs, and that is its pur­
pose.” The N. Y. Times, one of 
Wall Street's fervent advocates 
of labor conscription, approvingly 
reports that Keesling “has at 
least two additional steps in 
mind.”

(1) To bring the 4F’s within 
the “work or fight” decree and 
(2) the 38-to-45 age group. The 
same Keesling fathered the “4F  
plan” last March to impose com­
pulsory service in labor battalions 
on men physically disqualified and 
over age.

As part of the new forced la­
bor plan the Army has granted

$ -

Tresca Meeting
• Memorial meetings in honor of 

Carlo Tresca, editor of the anti- 
Fascist Italian-American weekly 
11 Martello, will be held through­
out the United States and in 
Italy, England, Mexico and Cuba, 
on January 11, the second an­
niversary of his death. Tresca 
for decades a noted fighter for 
labor’s rights, was shot to death 
on a New York street by an un­
known assassin. At the time 
both the Fascists and Stalinists 
were conducting a vicious slander 
campajign against him.

Friends of the murdered labor 
martyr w ill attend the memorial 
meeting in New York City to take 
place in Webster Manor, 119 East 
11th Street. Similar meetings 
are being arranged in Sulmona 
Italy, Tresca’s birthplace, London, 
England, Havana, Cuba, San 
Francisco and other cities.

CRDC Groups 
Spur Aid For 
Imprisoned 12

Local C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee groups throughout 
the country are stepping up 
their activities in the $5,000 
Christmas Fund campaign to 
provide Christmas cheer and re­
lief for the 12 imprisoned M in­
neapolis Labor Case prisoners 
and their families. This fund 
w ill also enable the CRDC to 
continue the fight for uncondi­
tional pardons for all 18 Social­
ist Workers Party and Minnea­
polis Truckdrivers Local 544- 
CIO leaders railroaded to pris­
on last New Year’s Eve under 
the Smith “Gag” Act. Six of the 
18 terminated their sentences re­
cently.

Thf New York committee, after 
concluding a successful bazaar 
in which $800 was raised for the 
fund, has concentrated on the sale 
of the special Minneapolis Labor 
Case Christmas seals, selling 
more than $100 worth already. 
CRDC members are visiting 
union locals to acquaint them 
with the case and secure contrib- 
utionsi Seattle last week present­
ed a special showing of Sergei 
Eisenstein’s great film-classic, 
“Thunder Over Mexico,” to a 
packed house of 130, who con­
tributed $100.

Chicago is planning a New 
Year’s Eve dance which is expect­
ed to top all its previous highly- 
successful affairs. San Francisco 
held an affa ir netting $80, and 
has scheduled a Christmas dinner 
to raise additional funds. Cleve­
land is holding a New Year’s Eve 
Frolic. Youngstown is having a 
big social on December 17, with 
a special performance of “Trial 
By Fury,” burlesque skit of the 
Minneapolis trial. Detroit will 
hold a January social, with, the 
showing of the films of the Min­
neapolis defendants. Boston has 
two public meetings scheduled 
for early January, at the Work­
men’s Circle center and at H ar­
vard University, with Oscar 
Shoenfeld, one of the 6 released 
prisoners, as a speaker.
RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions were received 
last week from the following or­
ganizations: CIO United Auto­
mobile Workers locals 250, 202, 
114, 900, Detroit, 662, Anderson, 
Ind., and 566, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
CIO United Rubber Workers lo­
cals 151, Norwood, O., and 133, 
Hawthorne, N . J.; A F L  Ladies 
Garment Workers locals 76, Chi­
cago, and 99, N. Y. C.; Millinery 
Local 24, N. Y. C.; United Ware­
house Employes, CIO, Local 543, 
St. Louis; United Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers, CIO, Lo­
cal 40, Detroit; CIO Oil Workers 
Local 390, Muskegon, Mich.

A ll contributions should be 
sent to James T. Farrell, Chair­
man, Civil Rights Defense Com­
mittee, 106 5th Av„ N.Y. 10, N.Y.

Tells How Allies 
Agreed at Teheran 
To Carve Europe
Slaughter in Greece 
Previews 'Peace' Plan

By Joseph Hansen 
The A llie d  slaughter o f  

Greek w orkers and peas­
ants - -  lik e  the A llie d  
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  ac­
tiv itie s  in  Ita ly  and Bel­
g ium  — gives us a preview  
o f the “ peace”  w orked 
ou t in  the secret con fe r­
ences o f Roosevelt, C hur­
c h il l and S ta lin  at Tehe­
ran, Casablanca, Cairo 
and Quebec. In  th e ir  eag­
erness to  get th e ir  hands 
on the booty over which they are 
fighting, the imperialist gang­
sters are moving in even before 
their main rivals for imperialist 
domination of the world have been 
definitively beaten. This booty 
consists of territories, markets, 
spheres of influence, military and 
economic bases, communication 
lines, colonies, natural resources.

The rivalries among the Allied 
powers, coupled with the great 
popular indignation over the “un­
expected” turn towards civil war 
in the ostensible war for “democ­
racy,” have begun to bring into 
the light some of the secret deals. 
Churchill revealed on December 
5 that Roosevelt and Stalin had 
handed over Greece, Ita ly  and 
Belgium as “spheres of influ­
ence” to British imperialism as 
its share of the spoils of war. 
Churchill again took the floor in 
the House of Commons Decem­
ber 12 to reveal in part how the 
“Big Three” at Teheran had de­
cided to carve up Germany and 
Poland.
PA R TIT IO N  OF GERMANY

According to Churchill, the So­
viet Union is to get “one-third of 
Poland,” including the “Pripet 
Marshes, a most desolate region 
which, though it  swells acreage, 
does not add to the wealth of 
those who own it.”

Stalin wants this territory as 
a buffer against future attack 
whether from Germany or the 
Allied imperialists. In  return, 
Churchill reveals, whittled-down 
Poland w ill get “East Prussia 
south and west of Koenigsberg, 
including Danzig, one of the most 
magnificent cities in- the world, 
famous for centuries and the 
great gathering place for the 
trade of the Baltic and indeed of 
the world.”

The plot to carve up Germany 
and Poland includes “the disen­
tanglement of peoples in the west 
and north and tranference of 
several millions of people. . . the

(Continued on page 2)

National Negro Organization Protests 
Jim-Crow Court-Martial Of 50 Sailors

The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People, leading Negro organiza­
tion, has launched a protest 
campaign against the Navy’s 
Jim-Crow court-martial and 
imposition o f 8 to 15 years’ 
prison sentences on 50 Negro 
sailors f$r alleged “ mutiny.”  
These men refused to load am­
munition at the Mare Island, 
San Francisco Bay depot where 
327 men had previously died in 
a catastrophic explosion.

An appeal has been addressed 
by the NAACP to President 
Roosevelt and Secretary of the 
Navy Forrestal to review these 
convictions. The NAACP protests 
the Jim-Crow nature of the trial 
and the anti-Negro policy which 
led to the court-martial.

The convicted men were among 
hundreds of Negro sailors who 
had been in the explosion and had 
been compelled to clean up the 
scene afterwards. Several had 
just been' released from hospitals 
after recovery from explosion, in­
juries. They were immediately

reassigned to the dangerous job 
of handling munitions loading on 
the scene of the explosion. This 
work was assigned almost exclu­
sively to segregated Negro “la­
bor battalions.”

Thui-good Marshall, legal coun­
sel for the NAACP, in a review 
of his findings after attendance 
at the trial of the convicted sail­
ors, addressed a series of search­
ing questions on the case to Sec­
retary Forrestal:

“Why, at the time of the ex­
plosions at Port Chicago, every 
man loading ammunition there 
was a Negro?

“I want to know why the Navy 
disregarded official warnings by 
the San Francisco waterfront 
unions — before the Port Chicago 
disaster — that an explosion was 
inevitable if they persisted in 
using untrained seamen in the 
loading of ammunition.

“I  want to know why the Navy 
disregarded an offer by these 
same unions to send experienced 
men to train Navy personnel in 
the safe handling of explosives.

“I  want to know why men with 
as little as two months experi­

ence, all of it on ammunition 
were allowed to work as winch- 
drivers at Port Chicago when the 
Longshoremen’s Union, whose 
business it is to know about load­
ing, will not allow a winch-driver 
to work on ammunition unless 
he has had several years experi­
ence on a winch.

“I want to know why 18-year 
old Martin Bordenave, one of the 
accused, was working as a hatch- 
tender when he had only one 
week’s experience loading am­
munition. According to Long­
shore union officials, no stevedor­
ing contractor who has any re­
gard at all for the safety of his 
men or his operations will allow 
an inexperienced hatch-tender to 
work on ammunition.

“I  want to know why the com­
missioned officers at Port Chicago 
were allowed to race their men. 
I  want to know why bets ranging 
from five dollars up were made 
between division officers as to 
whose crew could load more am­
munition.

“I  would like to know why 
after a disaster which snuffed out 
the lives of over 300 of their

friends, survivors were left in 
the ruins of Port Chicago, given 
no leaves —  not even survivors’ 
leaves —  and in fact, told that 
they would not be given any 
leave until after they had gone 
back to loading ammunition.”

Marshall pointed out that over 
400 survivors of the Port Chicago 
explosion, all Negroes, had parti­
cipated in the original refusal to 
load ammunition. “Just what 
kind of reasoning was used by 
the 12th Naval District in select­
ing an even 50 men out of the 
400 and deciding that they and 
they alone should be tried for 
their lives?”

The answer to this last ques­
tion is obvious. The Navy brass- 
hats arbitrarily chose 50| as an 
“example” to uphold the author­
ity of the officers’ caste and re­
inforce martinet “discipline” with 
an act of ruthlessness.

Organized labor is duty-bound 
to come to the defense of the 50. 
Trade unions must pour their pro 
tests into the White House and 
to Secretary Forrestal. They must 
raise the demand: Free the 50 
Negro sailors!
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T r a d e  U n io n  N o t e sNOTES
By Joseph K e lle r

The national membership re­
ferendum on the no-strike pled­
ge, which the CIO United Auto­
mobile Workers convention on 
September 14 voted to hold “with: 
in 90 days”, has finally been per­
mitted by the international offi­
cials to get off to a start. On 
January 4, 1945, the special re­
ferendum committee will begin 
mailing 1,100,000 ballots to the 
membership.

A ll the ballots will be mailed, 
according'to a statement of the 
international board, by January 
27. The deadline for return of 
the ballots by mail will be mid­
night of February 17.' UAW  
members in the armed forces, to 
whom ballots are also being sent, 
must mail them back no later 
than February 28. I f  nothing 
further intervenes, the final tabu­
lation of the vote will be an­
nounced some time in March —  
six months after the convention 
motion was passed.

Naturally, the entire top lead­
ership, which united in support­
ing reaffirmation of the no-strike 
pledge at the convention, was not 
anxious to expedite the vote. 
Their first move was to stall the 
referendum until after the pre­
sidential election. Then to wait 
for the CIO convention to go on 
record re-endorsing the no-strike 
pledge as further pressure on the 
auto workers to vote “right.” 

Instead of a simple wording to 
retain or rescind the no-strike 
pledge, the motion on the ballot 
itself intended to arouse patriotic 
sentiment in favor of the no­
strike policy: “Do you favor the 
action of the Ninth Convention 
of the UAW -CIO, which reads as 
follows: ‘Resolved, That this con­
vention reaffirms for the dura­
tion of the war the no-strike 
pledge to the Commander-in- 
Chief of our armed forces and 
our country’ ?”

The convention motion specif­
ically forbade the union officers 
from utilizing the union’s funds, 
press and other facilities for pro­
pagandizing their anti-strike po­
sition. But the international 
board utilized the December 15 
United Automobile Worker, con­
taining the announcement of the 
referendum rules,' to publish a 
full-page article supporting the 
no-strike policy. This was in the 
guise of a report on the CIO con­
vention no-strike resolution and 
a big slug of Philip Murray’s 
speech.

* * *
I f  the UAW  officials’ hands are 

somewhat tied by the motion re­
stricting their use of the union’s 
facilities for pressing their no­
strike policy, they nevertheless 
have plenty of other means. The 
anti-labor capitalist press is giv­
ing them a nation-wide medium 
for spouting their views. UAW  
President R. J. Thomas was 
quoted nationally by the Associ­
ated Press when he called all 
wartime strikers “scabs,” a 
slander not only against the sco­
res of thousands of auto work­
ers who have been forced to 
strike for their rights since Pearl 
Harbor but against some 2,000,- 
000 loyal union workers who have 
also engaged in wartime strikes.

The U AW  bureaucrats also 
have the most eager no-strike 
campaigners as aides—the Stal­
inists, who advocate permanent 
no-strike surrender to the bosses. 
Inside the UAW , the Stalinists 
are taking the lead in trying to 
get out the vote for the no-strike 
pledge. Stalinist-controlled locals 
in Detroit and elsewhere and 
Stalinist UAW officials, accord

The Militant
may now be purchased at 

242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal.

ing to the Daily Worker, are 
“drawing upon all their patriotic 
resources” to defeat the militants 
in the referendum.

The Daily Worker, December 
14, gives a big spread to the ac­
tion of the Cleveland District 
Auto Council, dominated by the 
Stalinists, in calling on the auto 
workers to vote “yes” for the 
no-strike pledge. In  this way, the 
Stalinists are spearheading the 
drive within the UAW  for reaf­
firming the servile anti-strike 
policy which has enabled the cor­
porations to put over their union- 
busting provocations.

*  *  *

CIO Textile Workers Union 
leaders have been concentrating 
all their efforts on securing pass­
age of Senator Pepper’s resolu­
tion to authorize the WLB to 
make 65 cents an hour the 
minimum for “substandard” 
wages. Emil Rieve, TW U  Presi­
dent, appeared before a Senate 
subcommittee hearing oh the re­
solution. He pointed out that 
over 11,000,000 American work­
ers now earn less than 65 cents 
an hour, $26 for a 40 hour week. 
The textile workers are notorious­
ly among the most sweated wage 
slaves.

In an editorial, “Nailing a Lie,” 
the December issue of Textile 
Labor, states that the TW U of­
ficers at the Senate hearings 
“nailed . . . one of the biggest 
lies of the war, a truly Hitlerian 
lie . . . the infamous falsehood 
that ‘labor is getting rich 
through the war.’ Rich on 45 
cents an hour? Rich with a take- 
home pay of $18.50 a week? Rich 
when you’re not able to buy a suit 
of clothes more often than once 
in 18 years?”

But how do the TW U leaders 
propose to fight this frightful ex­
ploitation in the fifth year of the 
“war for democracy” ? The fact 
that a Senate subcommittee has 
condescended to hear union testi­
mony on the Pepper resolution, 
according to Textile Labor col­
umnist John W. Edelman, is for 
the “American textile worker . . . 
a simple lesson on ‘What the re- 
election of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
means to me’.” Because, you see, 
“within a very few days after 
the election, the press carried 
Stories which indicated that the 
Administration had decided to 
move towards boosting minimum 
wages up to 65 cents an hour for 
as many workers as could be leg­
ally reached by legislative or 
executive action.” Depend on 
Roosevelt, the TW U  leaders 
state.

The questions which must leap 
immediately into every textile 
worker’s mind are, “How come 
we’re getting 45 cents an hour 
after 12 years of Roosevelt’s rule ? 
Why must our union officials 
plead before Senate hearings for 
a special law to permit us to 
reach the miserable level of 65 
cents an hour?” The answer is 
indicated in the fact that a special 
panel of Roosevelt’s War Labor 
Board, in conformity with his 
wage-freezing policy, turned down 
the TW U  demand for a 10 cents 
an hour general wage raise and 
a 65 cents an hour minimum 
scale in the key American 
Woolen Company case.

The truth is that the TW U  
leadership has seized upon the 
Pepper resolution issue in order 
to cover up their failure to put 
up a militant fight against the 
Little Steel Formula and Roose­
velt’s wage-freeze. While the 
bosses peddle the “Hitlerian lie” 
that “Labor is getting rich from 
this war,” the TW U heads are 
misleading the workers with an­
other lie: that the election of 
Roosevelt was a “great progres­
sive victory” and that the sweat­
ed textile workers can depend up­
on a “grateful administration” to 
secure their wage demands.

SWP Expansion Fund Drive Gets 
Good Response From Membership

$18,000 P a r ty  Expansion F und
A F itting  Welcome to Our IS Class-War Prisoners 

By Rose Karsner, Campaign D ire c to r  
The Trotskyist movement, from its very inception, conceived of 

itself as a combat army on the march, its goal being the complete 
emancipation of the working class; the establishment of a world 
free from tyranny and oppression.

Leon Trotsky wrote in the Program for the Founding Conference 
of the Fourth International, September 1938: “In the midst of 
abundance, with a productive apparatus which could, well organized 
and directed, cover more than all the present requirements of 
humanity, capitalism dooms millions of men to unemployment, 
miserable doles, or to starvation . . . we want to make a new world, 
where everyone works and is proud to work well, to know his job 
down to the smallest details; a world where everyone will cat accord­
ing to his hunger, for production will be regulated according to the 
needs of the workers and not those of profit; a world where every­
body must constantly learn, in order to better subordinate the forces 
of nature to the will of man; a new world; a new man who can make 
real all the hopes and powers he bears within him.”

The Socialist Workers Party conducts every phase of its activity 
with this goal constantly in mind. *

. The manner in which the recent convention of the party was 
carried through, is testimony to the optimism, enthusiasm and energy 
of our movement. The decision to raise the $18,000 Fund is further 
proof.

The membership throughout the country is rallying to the sup­
port of the fund campaign in true Trotskyist spirit, making the 
necessary sacrifices to complete it in record time.

We are sure of its success.

FROM TH E  BRANCHES
Akron, Buffalo, Reading, Rochester, Toledo and Milwaukee

branches have promised to complete their quotas by January 23 to 
greet the return of our class-war prisoners.

Twin Cities, Minnesota, accepts its quota and says: “We believe 
it will take three months to raise this sum, but we will of course 
do everything possible to raise it  by January 23rd.”

Detroit writes: “as announced at the convention, we'accept our 
quota and will try  to raise it  by January 23rd.”

Chicago: “On the fund campaign— at the meeting last night, 
more than half of our quota was pledged. The pledges averaged ten 
per cent over our estimates. We will fulfill our quota.”

New York, West Side Branch: “Comrade L. Allen has heavy 
personal responsibilities and could not make a pledge based on her 
regular weekly wage. She therefore decided to put in two to four 
hours overtime daily up to Christmas and made a $25 pledge.”

Dayton member-at-large says: “In the absence of any definite 
quota assigned me, I  pledge myself for the sum of $25 and will try  
to contribute more.”

*  *  *

The Founding Conference of the Fourth International sent 
greetings to Leon Trotsky as follows: “There is the certainty that 
the enemy’s blows, however heavy, will not prevent the doctrine of 
the socialist revolution from becoming the living reality of 
to-morrow.”

Two years later, comrade Trotsky was assassinated by Stalin’s 
GPU.

The man is dead. His ideas, his spirit, his party lives! All the 
to-morrows are ours.

The bulk of correspondence re­
ceived, both from our readers and 
agents, attests to the growing 
popularity of The M ilitant and 
the real need workers feel for 
a paper that tells them the truth. 
We quote from only a few of the 
letters received. '

Cambridge, Mass.: " I  should 
like to own James P. Cannon’s 
book, The History of American 
Trotskyism, for which I  enclose 
$2. I  also enclose 25c. in coin for 
a trial subscription to The M ili­
tant. I  owe my first real insight 
to the Chinese situation to a sam­
ple copy of the latter public­
ation.”

*  *  *

Milwaukee Wis.: “Enclosed
are two 25c subs and one $1 sub, 
which incidentally was sold on 
the basis of Jack O’Connell’s 
article, Two Kinds of Socialists.” 
(This article appeared in the De­
cember 2 issue of The Militant.) 

* * *
St. Paul, Minn.: “Thank you 

for informing us of the subscrip­
tions sent to you by a subscriber 
here. I reported that last night 
and the comrade who secured the 
sub reported that this young
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Italian worker’s first comment 
was, ‘How can I  join that party?’ 
You can be sure we'll follow up 
on the sub. Here are enclosed 
two more trial subs a comrade 
secured on the job.”

Los Angeles, Cal.: “We sold 
10 sets and obtained 8 renewals 
on this Sunday’s mobilization. 
Increasingly, as the readers get 
a chance to read the paper more 
thoroughly we find that the 
amount of renewals increase.”

One of our New York agents 
has been very successfull in get­
ting subscriptions from workers 
who attend the Forums. Others 
will have the same success if  
they employ this method: “There 
are many people who come to our 
forums because they are attrac­
ted by our advertisement in The 
Militant on a timely subject. Our 
comrades come to the forums not 
only to hear the lecture but also 
for the purpose of meeting just 
such contacts, but unless they 
make it a point to notice who 
the strangers are, introduce 
themselves, and get into a con­
versation with them, they are 
very likely to miss a good op­
portunity. I t  is very simple once 
you have started a conversation 
to ask for a subscription. Anyone, 
who has taken the trouble to | 
come to our forums by himself j 
indicates an interest in our or-, 
ganization. I  have had very good 
results in selling subscriptions 
at the N. Y. Forums because I 
have made it a poini to notice' 
strangers, sit next to them, be­
come acquainted and ask them to 
buy a sub to The Militant.”

* * *
San Francisco, Cal.: “Enclosed 

find $1 for a six-month renewal 
of a trial sub. This subscriber 
when originally revisited for re­
newal bought pamphlets but hesi­
tated about renewing. We kept 
him on the subscription list and 
he came up to our forum Sun­
day night, showed great interest 
and turned in his renewal.”

Youngstown: “Enclosed are
four subs. Please send us by 
return mail 50 sub cards. Our 
branch is having a mobilization 
this week and we expect to get 
quite a few new subs, so we will 
need these cards.”

Pioneer
Notes

The trial pamphlets continue 
to find a ready market. In. the 
past two weeks the branches 
alone have ordered 600 of these 
pamphlets to supplement stock al­
ready on hand, for the experi­
ences of the literature campaign 
proved once again their great 
value in telling the story of the 
Minneapolis trial and in, answer­
ing questions of socialism.

Los Angles has put consider­
able effort and displayed great 
imagination in the distribution of 
the trial sets. An. interesting re­
port from the literature agent 
there states:

“This week we sold 27 sets on 
our mobilization. In  addition we 
sold 5 sets on one of the news­
stands and 8 Socialism: on Trial 
on one of the others. In  the next 
period we are going to attempt to 
place the set on stands all over 
the city.”

Individuals who have read the 
trial pamphlets are buying sets for 
their friends. A Cincinnati reader 
sent an order this week: “I  am 
enclosing a check for four of your 
pamphlet cases. Maybe I  should 
order more, but I  certainly 
wouldn't want to waste time.”

The new Labor Party pamphlet 
is just out and is now on its way 
to the branches. New York had 
an advantage in being able to 
receive it “hot off the press” and 
we have heard many enthusiastic 
comments. “The liveliest looking 
pamphlet we have ever put out.” 
“The new makeup, the two color 
cover, the illustrations— that is 
just what our pamphlets need.” 
“That cartoon on the cover and 
the good type combined with the 
popular subject and simple w rit­
ing will make this a cinch to sell 
to workers.” “The cartoons alone 
speak volumes. We’ll find those 
cartoons on many a plant bulletin 
board.”

total expulsion of Germans from 
the areas to be acquired by Po­
land.” The murderous-minded 
Churchill envisages no particular 
difficulty in making this “clean 
sweep,” for he expects the Ger­
man population to be so decimat­
ed by war that there will be plenty 
of “room.” Churchill declared 
“these matters were first discuss­
ed at Teheran.” He added that 
since then President Roosevelt 
has been “aware of everything 
that has passed and of what is 
in the minds of the Russians and 
British.”

I

Why has Churchill made these 
revelations of the sinister deals 
at the present time ? The Decem­
ber 16 N. Y. Times suggests Sta­
lin wants Churchill to commit 
himself publicly in support of the 
carving up of Poland. Business 
Week, December 16, suggests 
Stalin is now raising his ante 
as a result of Soviet victories, 
bidding for an outlet to the Me­
diterranean at the expense of the 
former British sphere of influ­
ence.

Behind the curtain of secret 
diplomacy, the Allied powers 
squabble over their share of the 
booty, jockey for readjustments, 
strive to seize an extra plum, at 
times come to loggerheads over 
the division of the plunder of 
war. Such is the reality of the 
“Peace Aims” of the Allied Pow­
ers.

Meanwhile the bloody civil war 
continues to rage in Greece. A l­
lied bullets ripping into the bod­
ies of heroic Greek workers con­
tinue to speak with infinitely 
greater authority than t h e  
smoothly-turned phrases about 
democracy and freedom released 
by the imperialist thieves in their 
official proclamations.

As the civil war deepens, the 
Papandreou cabinet is exposed as 
merely the clerk of General Sco- 
bie and his invading army. Pa­
pandreou having exhausted his 
usefulness as a cloak for' British 
imperialism, intrigues are al­
ready being set afoot to set up a 
new puppet regime. Out of the 
political boneyard, Churchill has 
now dug up three new candidates: 
General Plastiras, a former dic­
tator, the doddering Sophoulis, 
85-year-old leader of the Liberals, 
and Archbishop Damaskinos, all 
notoriously servile agents of the 
London banks.

Harold MacMillan, B r i t i s h  
Resident Minister in the central

Protest
Demonstrations

A wave of bitter resentment 
over Allied counter-revolution­
ary policy in Europe is sweep­
ing the world labor movement. 
Labor protest has been par­
ticularly strong in the British 
Empire.

An estimated 200,000 work­
ers in more than 200 Scottish 
shipyards and aircraft plants 
on December 18 demonstrated 
against Allied slaughter of the 
Greek masses.

In London 20,000 people 
gathered in Trafalgar Square 
in the largest demonstration 
since 1942, shouting “Hands 
off Greece!” Protest rallies 
were held on December 17 in 
Manchester. New Zealand un­
ions, Montreal aircraft work­
ers and scores of British unions 
have passed strong protest 
resolutions.

Report On SWP 
Local Activity

N EW  YORK — Joseph Hansen 
author of “Labor’s Need— An In­
dependent Labor P a r t y , ” 
spoke on December 17 at the New 
York School of Social Science 
116 University Place, explaining 
“Why Wall Street Opposes a 
Labor Party.”

Comrade Hansen analyzed the 
influence which a Labor Party 
would exert on both domestic and 
foreign policies of the govern­
ment, and how the formation, of 
such a party' would impel the 
American workers to take the 
road to state power. A large 
audience was present and asked 
many questions concerning the 
labor party and its prospects.

There will be no forums on 
Christmas Eve cr New Year’s, Eve. 
The first of the January Sunday 
Night Forums, to be held January 
7 at 8 P. M„ will be “Civil War 
in. Greece.’’

Minneapolis, Minn.—Under the 
slogan of “Nothing is too good 
for the Twin City Forum,” Min­
neapolis and St. Paul comrades 
went to work last week with 
paint brushes, sanding machines 
and other equipment to transform 
the meeting hall where the 
forums are held each week into 
a place of beauty. Walls were 
painted, floors sanded, drapes 
remodeled and tinted to blend 
with the new paint job. The 
painting and decorating treat­
ment was also given to the 
library and reading room which 
adjoins the meeting hall.

Today marked the beginning of 
the eighth consecutive year of 
the Twin City.Sunday Forum, 
sponsored every year by the Min­
neapolis and St. Paul branches of 
the Socialist Workers Party. The 
renovation of the Minneapolis 
headquarters, where the forum is 
held, was completed on schedule 
to coincide with the opening of 
the forum season.

A capacity audience attended 
the first forum addressed by 
Dorothy Schultz, who spoke on 
the “Workers Revolt In  Europe.”

a change in the constitutional 
government which Churchill is 
trying to thrust down the throats' 
of the Greek people under the 
guise of it  being the only “legal’’ 
government. But this legal ob­
stacle can easily be removed since 
the puppet king, George I I ,  is 
now at beck and call in London, 
ready to change the constitution 
by a stroke of the pen.

ELAS leaders are reported to 
have submitted “peace” terms to 
British commander Scobie, agree­
ing to withdraw the ELAS from  
Athens as demanded, provided 
that the Papandreou troops like­
wise be withdrawn temporarily 
from the same area, all tha 
gendarmerie be sent home and 
placed on reserve and former 
collaborators with the Germans 
be purged, and British troops in 
Greece “be employed exclusively 
in the execution of the missions 
defined finder the Caserta agree­
ment” and the “political world 
of the country be left unin­
fluenced.” What is meant by 
“missions defined, etc.” remains 
unspecified. The ELAS “peace” 
terms further urged the forma­
tion “as speedily as possible of 
a Government of real national 
unity.” These “peace” terms are 
the terms of betrayal.

General Scobie responded by 
reiterating his demand the ELAS  
give up its arms. Once this is 
done, Scobie declared December 
12, Field Marshal Alexander will

Mediterranean area, and British i “initiate the necessary steps to 
Ambassador Reginald Leeper put an end to the present turmoil 
have been in almost constant con-1 in Greece.” With this thinly veiled 
ference with Papandreou, an- j threat, Scobie makes clear he will 
nouncing first they hoped to ! f  o 11 o w Churchill’s announced 
establish a “regency” and then: policy of blood and iron to its 
before anyone could determine, horrible end. The imperialists 
what they meant by this, chang-1 always and everywhere follow the 
ing i t  to a “regency council.” policy in the class struggle of 
Such a dictatorship would require striving to disarm the workers.

Greek Slaughter Is Preview 
Of Imperialist 'Peace' Plans
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‘Liberation’ Movements Of Europe And Trotskyist Tasks 
In  The Coming Revolutionary Struggle For Socialism

By E. R. F rank  1
Europe today, ridden with famine, pestijence, death, is in a 

blind alley. There is no way out of the catastrophic crisis except by 
the destruction of capitalism and the rebuilding of the economy on 
socialist foundations. Europe is already in the throes of revolution. 
Civil war is raging in Greece and has already broken out elsewhere 
on the continent.

We Trotskyists take our stand everywhere on the side of the 
insurgent glasses and against all the forces of the counter-revolu­
tion, whether they be the European capitalists, the arch-reactionary 
monarchs, the Catholic hierarchy, Anglo-American imperialism or 
the Kremlin bureaucracy. We support every genuine fight, every 
struggle of the masses against their enslavers, even though the 
struggle is carried out in an inconsistent and incorrect manner, 
even though Stalinist and Social-Democratic scoundrels stand at 
the head of the masses at the present time, even though the present 
struggles are conducted under a program that is inadequate and 
more often false and reactionary.

We Trotskyists, however, are not mere commentators of the 
class struggle; we are not simply platonic “friends” of the insurgent 
masses, we are not merely sideline enthusiasts of the proletarian 
revolution. We understand— and we dare not permit ourselves to 
forget for a moment— the prime importance of the element of. 
consciousness, therefore of program and tactics, therefore of the 
creation of a broad mass revolutionary party in the present revolu­
tionary crisis in Europe. We know— and the lessons of all the tragic 
defeats of the working class in the last 20 years leave no room 
for argument on this score—that the proletarian revolution that 
is now unfolding and is on the order of the day in Europe cannot 
triumph unless it has revolutionary leadership. Unless, in other 
words the 4th International, the only genuine working class revolu­
tionary organization today, wins the masses to its banner.

Mere enthusiasm for the unfolding revolutionary struggles, 
.mere sympathy with and support of the rebellious masses, mere 
singing paens of praise for the embattled proletariat, does not suf­
fice therefore to discharge the responsibility of the revolutionary 
vanguard. Wc have the duty to scientifically analyze the class forces 
on the continent, their character and role, in order to clearly, un­
ambiguously, forcefully teach the masses who are their friends and 
who are their enemies, correctly point to the revolutionary tasks 
ahead, anti intervene decisively in the fast-moving events.

I t  is not necessary here to deal with the character of the war, 
the role and aims of Anglo-American imperialism or of the Kremlin 
bureaucracy. This has been analyzed time and again by our press 
and is fully dealt with in the convention resolutions of our party 
to be published in the December issue of Fourth International. What 
we are primarily concerned with in this article is the situation in 
the working class movement in Europe.

W orkers in  R e vo lu tion a ry  M ood
The working class of Europe and to a considerable extent, even 

the petty bourgeoisie are in a deeply revolutionary mood. The big 
capitalists, as a Whole, stand thoroughly discredited, because of their 
collaboration with the Nazis and Fascists. The masses want them 
“purged.” So widespread are the demands for socialization of in­
dustry, for abolition of private ownership, etc. that even the repre­
sentatives of capitalist reaction, like de Gaulle, are forced to pay 
lip service to this program and make half-hearted gestures toward 
carrying out these demands. ......

Judge Gary, the head of the U. S. Steel Corporation and the 
man who broke the great steel strike of 1919, once made a statement 
which has become notorious in American labor history. Asked by a 
newspaperman his opinion concerning socialism, he cynically 
replied: “We are all Socialists now.” That is the situation in Europe 
today: monarchists, fascists, royalists, Catholic reactionaries,
monopoly capitalists, thieving bankers, black marketeers—they all 
proclaim themselves for “socialism” today, so deep, so widespread, 
so threatening is the revolutionary crisis. And the revolutionary 
crisis threatens not one country alone. I t  is sweeping across Europe 
from one end to the other.

Politically, the revolutionary mood of the masses expresses itself 
by the fact that the working class in its decisive majority is 
throwing its weight behind the traditional working class parties, 
the Stalinists and the Social-Democrats, primarily the Stalinists. 
Why? Because the masses still mistakenly believe that these parties 
will lead them forward in the revolutionary struggle for Socialism. 
Thus we find, at this initial stage, that the European masses, who 
are imbued with revolutionary aspirations, who wgnt a decisive 
revolutionary change, are supporting “working class” leaders who 
have counter-revolutionary aims, who are working for the im­
perialist war and the preservation and upholding of the Capitalist 
status-quo.

This explains why the class struggle, which is flaring up so 
sharply in Greepe, Belgium, France, Italy, is carried through under 
programs, banners, slogans and demands of such a “tame,” “naive” 
and often such a reactionary nature. Lenin said in April 1917 that 
the masses were ten times to the left of the revolutionary leaders. 
In  Europe today the working masses are ready to storm the 
barricades; their present Stalinist and Social-Democratic leaders are 
not only to the “right” of the masses— they are outright betrayers, 
cynical agents of counter-revolutionary Allied imperialism and the 
Kremlin autocracy. There is a crying contradiction and a widening 
gulf between the aims of the masses and the aims of their present 
“working class” leaders.

Peoples F ron ts o f 1936
In  the one year and three months that has elapsed since the 

downfall of Mussolini, the revolutionary crisis has engulfed one 
country after another. Yet, to our knowledge, Soviets, such as 
appeared in Russia in February 1917, have not been organized nor 
do they yet expst anywhere in Europe today. Instead we are con­
fronted with the emergence throughout Europe of the so-called 
“Liberation” movements, which are occupying the center of the 
stage in the current political events. W hat precisely are these 
“Liberation” movements? Are we confronted here with a brand 
new phenomenon, new types of organizations and new methods of 
struggle ? How do these “Liberation” movements affect our analysis 
of the European working class movement and its tasks?

In  studying the “Liberation” movements of Europe today, we 
are immediately struck with their basic, their fundamental political 
similarity with the People’s Fronts in Spain and France of 1936. 
These “Liberation” movements have a common feature: they are 
a political bloc between the Stalinists and Social-Democratic leaders 
and the leaders of the bourgeoisie, or a section of the bourgeoisie. 
Ir. Italy, the Committee of National Liberation is formed by the bloc 
of the Stalinists and Social-Democrats with the Sforzas, Bonomis, 
Actionists, Catholics, etc. In  France the “Liberation” movement is 
comprised by a bloc of the Stalinists and Social-Democrats with the 
de Gaullists, who even include in their ranks outright royalists, 
semi-fascists, etc. In  Greece, the EAM  consists of a bloc of Stalinists 
and Social-Democrats with various Liberal and Venizelist groups. 
And so on down the line in Yugoslavia, Belgium, Rumania, Bulgaria. 
Thus their political essence is class collaboration or the subordination 
of the working class to the capitalist class and its aims. The program 
of 'these “Liberation” movements is invariably nationalistic, class- 
collaborationist, pro-Allied, pro-imperialist war. The “Liberation” 
leaders attempt at all times to stifle, sidetrack and confine the mass 
movement to the utopian fight for bourgeois democracy— again com­

Treachery Of Sta l in is ts  
In The Greek C iv i l  War

Stunned and horrified, unarmed demonstrators point in rage to the bodies of two of their marchers, a man and a woman, lying 
where they fell under the assault of British and Papandreou troo ps. The large banner at the right reads “Death to Fascism.”

pletely in the manner and spirit of and with programs similar to, 
the Peoples’ Fronts of 1936.

The reactionary character and role of these People’s Front blocs, 
the reactionary consequences of this policy, are already clearly 
discernible. I t  is precisely these blocs that have provided the “mass 
base” for all the reactionary hand-picked class-collaborationist 
“governments” : the Bonomi cabinet in Ita ly , de Gaulle in France, 
Pierlot in Belgium, Papandreou in Greece, etc. I t  is precisely the 
Stalinist and Social-Democratic “Liberation” leaders who have moved 
to refurbish the capitalist regimes and to sidetrack the struggle once 
again into the channels of the imperialist war, of chauvinism, of 
class collaboration, of national unity. I t  is precisely these “Libera­
tion” leaders who have entered the Badoglio, Bonomi, de Gaulle, 
Papandreou, Pierlot, Rumania’s Sanatescu and Bulgarian Father- 
land Front cabinets. I t  is precisely these “Liberation” leaders who 
provide the “democratic” facades for the military dictatorships 
propped up on the bayonets of the Allies and the Kremlin oligarchy. 
The masses are throwing their support to the “socialist” and 
“communist” leaders in order to advance the struggle for socialism. 
These traitorous bureaucrats, in turn, move to enmesh the masses 
within their perfidious Peoples’ Fronts. Thus, the working class 
which is seething with revolution, which aims to smash the rule of 
the capitalists, finds itself through the medium of the “Liberation” 
movement in a political bloc with this self-same capitalist class 
under the capitalists’ program, and reinforcing the capitalists’ gov­
ernment.

S ta lin is ts  Took the Lead
These “Liberation” movements were organized, we know, in 

the underground, when Europe lay prostrate under the Nazi heel. 
The Stalinist traitors, still appearing before the European masses 
as the supporters of the October Revolution, exercised the greatest 
influence over the broad masses. I t  was the Stalinists who took the 
lead in solidifying the anti-fascist underground and shaping the 
“Liberation” movements, in alliance with the pro-Allied bourgeois 
politicians.

The treacherous nature of these blocs was at first concealed 
from the masses because of the prevailing underground conditions. 
The hostile class forces within the bloc could not unfold their pro­
grams fully and reveal to the masses in practice the full implica­
tions of their positions. The working class, however, even under 
Nazi occupation, was organizing for no purely national struggles. 
They favored, just as the pro-Allied petty bourgeois elements, the 
fight to drive out the Nazi oppressors. But as fa r as the working 
masses were concerned, the fight for national freedom was fused 
with the social struggle against the capitalist exploiters, against the 
native “collaborators.” Today with the retreat of the Nazi armies 
and the rise of the revolution, the utter futility, the reactionary 
character of the “Liberation” bloc between the working class and 
the bourgeoisie stands thoroughly exposed. The working class wants 
peace, arming of the masses, a purge of the “traitors”—which means 
the whole of the Big Business circles,— the destruction of capitalist 
rule, the reorganization of society on new socialist foundations. The 
Bonomis, the Pierlots, the de./Gaulles, representing the European 
capitalists who are today “pro-Allied,” want to rehabilitate capital­
ism, disarm the armed formations and thrust the masses again into 
the bloody maelstrom of the war. That is why this unnatural alliance 
is already beginning to burst at all seams.

T reachery  o f the S ta lin is ts
The capitalist class, we know, has various political parties, forces, 

groups, agencies, like the different tentacles of an octopus, repre­
senting its rule. Depending on the general situation, the relationship 
of forces, etc., it  pushes to the fore now one, now another political 
group, to guarantee the preservation of the Capitalist status-quo. 
The peculiar feature of the present political situation in Europe is 
that the capitalist class as a whole has discredited itself by its 
collaboration for the past five years with Nazi imperialism. The 
native capitalists in France, Belgium, Italy, Greece were able to 
preserve their rule only with the support of Nazi bayonets for five 
years. Today, these capitalists have turned to the new imperialist 
overlord, who is engaged in occupying the continent, Now they are 
the clerks for the colossus of Allied imperialism. Their regimes are 
propped up by the bayonets of the Allies.

In the light of these facts, the treachery of the Stalinists and

their Social-Democratic shadows takes on gargantuan proportions. 
The Stalinists “explained” the wisdom of forming the People’s 
Fronts of 1936 by the necessity of forging an alliance of the working 
class with the petty bourgeois masses. That ,is how they alibied 
their treacherous ;bloe with the Herriots. [Herriot was a petty 
bourgeois political leader in France.] But the Herriots of today—  
the Sforzas, Bonomis, Pierlots—have no popular following whatso­
ever. They ai-e all ghosts of a bygone day. Their only strength is 
derived from their role as Quislings of the Allied conquerors. The 
Stalinists and Social-Democrats are therefore attempting through 
the formation of these “Liberation” blocs, to rehabilitate these 
capitalist politicians, rescue them from their fearful isolation from 
the masses and provide them with a semblance of popular support. 
This is the role of the present “Liberation” blocs which are sup­
porting the wretched Peoples’ Front cabinets in Europe, the “demo­
cratic” facades for the military dictatorship of the Allied conquerors.

From this political appraisal, the revolutionary vanguard draws 
the conclusion that it  is necessary to begin a large scale and bold 
agitation exposing the criminal character of the bloc of the working 
class with the bourgeoisie. The task is to expose the perfidy, the 
utopia, of a fight limited to the goal of bourgeois democracy, to 
strip the veil from the counter-revolutionary character of this class- 
collaborationist alliance and the governments that it  support^. The 
revolutionary vanguard w ill »preach the necessity of breaking the bloc 
with the bourgeoisie insjde and outside of the government. I t  will 
counterpose to this bloc the necessity of forging working class unity 
by setting up, on the broadest possible basis, workers,’ farm  labor­
ers,’ soldiers’ Soviets. The masses will rally to this program because 
they are already instinctively rebelling against this class-collabora­
tion policy, against the treacherous bloc with the bourgeoisie.

Socia lis t U, S, o f Europe
The “Liberation” leaders today seek to saddle the masses with 

Allied oppression as against the previous Nazi oppression. The 
revolutionary vanguard will cut through all this treachery by unify­
ing the struggle around the program of the Socialist United States 
of Europe. The Trotskyists will show how all talk of national 
freedom is a fraud, ai lie, if  capitalism is permitted to continue its 
domination, if  Europe becomes a vassal of the Allied conquerors 
National freedom can only be won by the destruction of capitalist 
rule, the driving out of the Allied overlords, and the free collabora­
tion of the peoples of the continent under the aegis of the Socialist 
United States of Europe.

In  every country the masses are already struggling against the 
very counter-revolutionary governments which their own “working 
class” leaders helped set up, which their own “working class” lead­
ers entered. In Greece and Belgium these struggles have become 
pitched battles. The imperialist war is turning into the civil war 
between the classes, the war of the revolutionary proletariat against 
counter-revolutionary capitalism. We must not imagine, however, 
that ''the heroism of the masses, their readiness to sacrifice and 
struggle, automatically guarantees thé victory of the workers’ 
revolution. Not at all! Revolutionary victory can be assured only 
when the conscious Trotskyist vanguard connects itself with the 
rising revolution and wins the masses to its program and banner.

Despite their fearful betrayals of the proletariat before and in 
the course of the present war, the Stalinists and Social-Democrats 
still remain the leading parties of the working masses. The Stalin­
ists, it  is already clear, have the greatest following), wield the 
greatest authority, exercise the decisive influence. Even in a country 
likje Belgium, where, the Social-Democrats until the w ar held 
hegemony in the working class movement, the Stalinists have 
emerged as the main influence in labor ranks. Therefore it becomes 
one of the key tasks of the revolutionary vanguard to expose the 
Stalinist leaders, to show them up for the counter-revolutionary 
rascals and scoundrels that they are, to smash their influence, 
destroy their authority, break their hold on the labor movement.

Tactics and  P rinc ip les
Naturally, we Trotskyists are not adventurers. We do not 

propose to jump over our own heads. Today, the movement of the 
4th International still represents a tiny minority of the European 
working class. We must therefore take Lenin’s advice and “patiently 
explain.” We w ill do our “explaining” however, not in the spirit of 
sideline commentators, of literary wise-acres, but of revolutionary

By W ells T lm rb e r
Before the Teheran Confer­

ence where Stalin, Churchill 
and Roosevelt reached an 
agreement regarding spheres of 
influence after “ peace” is de­
clared, the Greek Stalinists op­
posed the Glucksburg dynasty.
No one could hope to gain a 
political following in Greece 
who did not muster at least a 
semblance of opposition to the 
detested regime which brought 
the Metaxas dictatorship into 
power. The Stalinists, who had 
the largest mass following, do­
minated the EAM  (Greek Na­
tional Liberation Front) and its 
armed contingents, ELAS.

While still following their line 
of opposition to the monarchy, 
six representatives of the EAM  
underground movement appeared 
in Cairo in May 1943 to ask the 
King for a declaration he would 
not return to Greece when the 
Germans were driven out. These 
representatives were immediately 
placed under arrest by the Brit­
ish, held, incommunicado and fin­
ally hustled back to Greece.
NO ASSURANCE

Again in August 1943, a dele­
gation of EAM  leaders came to 
Cairo to demand assurance from  
the British that they would not 
permit the King to return to 
Greece until a plebiscite had de­
termined on the future constitu­
tion. This delegation failed to 
gain such assurance.

In the Greek underground, Chur­
chill supported Colonel Zervas, a 
notorious agent of the Glucks- 
burgs. “I  am going to send him 
supplies as far as possible,” de­
clared Churchill

Pursuing the traditional policy 
of British imperialism, Churchill 
did his best to strengthen the 
hated monarchy. When George I I  
began reorganizing the regular 
Greek army in Egypt, imposing 
on them the most notorious fasc­
ist officers, sixty percent of the 
army rebelled. Practically the en­
tire Greek navy joined in the 
rebellion. British troops put down 
the rebellion in blood.

Premier Sophocles Venizelos re­
signed, and George I I  appointed 
a Social Democrat, George Pa- 
pandreou to replace him as head 
of the cabinet of the government- 
in-exile. Churchill issued a per­
emptory statement, pledging “all 
support” to the Greek king and 
his new government, declaring 
“no one has the constitutional 
right to stand between him and 
his duty.”

The Greek Stalinists, on orders 
from Moscow, changed their line 
after the Teheran Conference, to 
support of the monarchy. A t the 
end of May 1944, they held a 
four day conference at Beyrouth,
Lebanon, for the creation of a 
“Pan Hellenic coalition” which 
would serve under the king who 
was then busy running the Greek 
mutineers through court martials, 
executing some, ending up with 
more than 4,000 in British con­
centration camps.
AGREEABLE LETTER

T h e  Stalinists, represented 
through EAM  and ELAS heads, 
dispatched a message from the 
conference to Churchill thanking 
him for hjs “interest in Greece 
and its future . . .  we will do all 
ip our power to achieve national 
unity.” (N . Y. Times, May 22.)
On May 24 Churchill told Com­
mons he had received a “very 
agreeable letter” from the con­
ference.

Thus the lead in bolstering up 
the British puppet Papandreou 
government was taken by the 
Stalinists in accordance with the 
secret deals made at Teheran.

Upon returning to Greece, how-

not take posts in the Papandreou 
cabinet until September 3 when 
five members of the EA M  came 
out of the Greek mountains to be 
sworn in as ministers at Cairo. 
To ease pressure from the ranks, 
the EAM  at the same time an­
nounced a program that included 
nationalization of the railroads 
and public utilities that consti­
tute the surety for the $400,000,- 
000 national debt held by British 
bankers.

As the German armies pre­
pared to withdraw from Greece, 
a correspondent of the London 
Observer remarked September 17, 
“the problem is to prevent civil 
war from developing. This could 
be achieved by the dispatch of an 
Allied force to the areas in Greece 
that have been evacuated by the 
Germans.”
PEOPLE TOOK OVER

As the Nazis retreated, the 
Greek people took over, organ­
izing distribution of food, arrest­
ing capitalists and landlords and 
other reactionary elements who 
had collaborated with the Nazis.

British troops then landed. 
They were welcomed by the 
Stalinists, and when the Papan­
dreou cabinet shortly followed 
Churchill’s bayonets into Greece, 
they continued as ministers in the 
Allied-backed government.

First act of Papandreou was 
to appoint a military governor of 
Athens. On October 16 the gov­
ernor issued an order “calling on 
all civilians to hand over their 
arms to the police and warning 
them to refrain from further de­
monstrations.” The armed masses 
however, refused to turn in their 
arms. The Allied commander, 
General Scobie, then began to 
exercise military measures to dis­
arm the workers and peasants. 
Serafis, Stalinist <head of the 
ELAS, accepted a post as deputy 
chief of the regular army. ELAS  
Was incv’porated into the army, 
ending its independent existence 
and making it possible for any 
resistance to Scobie’s arms to be 
labelled as “mutiny.” The Stalin­
ist heads of EA M  signed an 
agreement with Scobie to disarm 
the ELAS although royalists 
were walking the streets armed 
to the teeth and the British were 
shipping more and more troops 
into Greece, including royalist de­
tachments of the Greek army 
that had been used on the Italian  
front.
IRON HAND

The ELAS heads, however, de­
murred at signing immediately 
and asked for more time. Scobie’s 
response was to order all arms 
handed in before December 11. 
He was clearly ready to begin 
suppressing the Greek people 
with an iron hand. Up to this mo­
ment the Stalinists had done 
their utmost to support the Brit­
ish and the Papandreou govern­
ment. Only with the coming of 
civil war, did they resign from  
the cabinet in order to maintain 
their leadership of the masses.

On December 3 the police, still 
in office from the days of Me­
taxas, opened fire on an unarmed 
demonstration that included wo­
men and children. This brutal 
provocation plunged the country 
into civil war.

The Stalinist général secretary 
of EAM  instead of sounding the 
alarm at this late date and 
calling for an effective defense 
against the counter revolution, 
apologized to the British, saying, 
“after yesterday’s clash, the 
ELAS could not x surrender 
arms by December 10 as ordered.”

The record thus shows that 
from the beginning, the Stalinist 
bureaucrats sought leadership of 
the Greek workers and peasants

ever, the Stalinists apparently] in order to deliver them at the 
encountered difficulty in putting appropriate time to the British 
over their sell-out, for they did! executioner.

men of action, of Leninist militants. Our criticism of the Stalinists 
and exposure of their crimes, is only part and parcel of the struggle 
to intervene in the revolutionary events; to raise the proper slogans 
in order to release the proletariat from the straitjacket of the 
Peoples’ Fronts; and to set it  on the high road towards Soviets and 
their consolidation on a national and Europe-wide scale.

Revolutionists work in all labor organizations when they assume 
a mass character. The Trotskyists in Europe will work indefatigably 
in the factory committees and councils, in the trade union organiza­
tions, in the ranks of the armed militias, and in the working class 
sections of the Stalinist and Social-Democratic worker x’ank and file. 
The Trotskyists will display the greatest flexibility in questions of 
tactical approach. But they will remain irx-econcilable on matters of 
program. They will refuse to conciliate with any and all varieties of 
opportunism. The parties of the 4th International unfurling their 
banner of the Socialist Revolution, of the Soviet Power, of working 
class internationalism, will grow rapidly if  they know how to connect 
themselves with the masses and their struggles.
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Stalinist Finks Lend A id 
To Open-Shop Offensive 
By Attacking W a rd  Drive

By A r t  Preis

becomes in the fantastic version 
of Stalinism a "plot” to inspire 
the auto workers to vote against 
the no-strike pledge.
NO-STRIKE PLEDGE

No doubt, the strike will have 
that effect to some extent. And 
that is what infuriates the Stal­
inists, who are taking the lead 
within the UAW in organizing 
the reactionary forces to put over 
a majority vote for continuation 
of the no-strike surrender policy. 
This fear that the militant auto 
workers will regrasp their most 
effective weapon, the right to 
strike, becomes the strident key­
note in further D aily  Worker 
strikebreaking diatribes against 
the Ward workers.

The Daily Worker does not 
stop at mere condemnation of 
the Ward strike. I t  has its own 
axe to grind — the permanent 
no-strike pledge. The Stalinists, 
as the most unrestrained defend­
ers of capitalism within the la­
bor movement, have a “new” “up- 
to-date” method of "defending” 
labor’s interests, based on "the 
belief that strikes... would be­
come unnecessary even in the 
postwar period.” George Morris, 
ace Stalinist hatchet-man. and 
Trotskyist-baiter, tells about this 
“streamlined” method in the 
Daily Worker, December 13, un­
der the title, “The Bridges Pact 
vs. Wolchok’s Strike.”
BRIDGES’ CONTRACT

I t  seems that Stalinist Harry 
Bridges recently signed for his 
San Francisco Warehouse men's 
Local 6 —  without a strike, mind 
you! — a "new agreement which 
points to a new era of labor rela­
tions.”

What boss won’t sign a con­
tract which pledges the union 
against strikes under any condi­
tions for three years, which yields 
to the bosses on the major de­
mands, and only after the union 
leadership has withdrawn the key 
wage demand for a 15 cents an. 
hour increase "in the interests 
of settlement?” What boss won’t 
willingly sign a contract which 
gives away the basic rights of a 
union? And that's what the Stal­
inist People’s World calls win­
ning "a union security never be­
fore attained.”

In one article, the Daily Work­
er indignantly objects to the fact 
that Stalinist union leaders like 
Bridges are “pictured as ‘strike­
breakers’.” It  is the honest work­
ers fighting for their rights, ac­
cording to this fink sheet, who 
are “actually the scabs.” But 
no intelligent worker w ill be de­
ceived by this perverted double- 
talk. The latest Stalinist anti­
labor outrage will only further 
convince the workers that Stal­
inism is the most treacherous 
and dangerous blight within the 
labor movment. I t  must be 
scourged from labor’s ranks!

CIO Ranks Back 
Detroit Strike at 
Ward Stores

(Continued from  page l )

, ,  workers at the “very moment’’ |
The Detroit Montgomery wj,en a stnke is most effective,' 

Ward strike against Sewell A v - I^ e  Christmas shopping season, 
ery, No. 1 Open-Shopper, has 
evoked universal sympathy 
from m ilitant American labor.
Not a single official voice of or­
ganized labor has thus far 
dared to attack the strike. In 
Detroit, heart of the automobile 
industry, auto workers are 
walking the picket lines in soli­
darity with the striking mem­
bers of the CIO United Retail,
Wholesale and Department 
Store Employes.

But Avery has found one 
group Of rabid supporters in the 
ranks of laboft That group is 
the Stalinists. Repeating their 
scabby performance in the Chi­
cago Montgomery Ward strike of 
last April the Stalinists unleash­
ed a vicious slander campaign 
against the Detroit Montgomery 
Ward strikers and the millions of 
loyal unionists who support their 
struggle.

This Stalinist strikebreaking 
campaign was formally launched 
in  a December- 12 Daily Workei 
editorial, entitled “Stabbing the 
CIO’s Pledge.” The title ought to 
have read, "Stabbing American 
Labor in, the Back — Stalinist 
Style!’’ For the editorial is an 
outright appeal to strikebreaking 
and scabbery against the Mont­
gomery Ward strikers.
AG A IN ST STRIKES

Avery’s vicious role is dismissed 
in  a couple of sentences. The 
failure of the Roosevelt govern­
ment for more than two years 
to enforce the WLB directive is 
not even mentioned. The edi 
torial is directed against the 
strikers and their leaders; and in 
particular, against the CIO auto 
workers who have demonstrated 
elementary labor solidarity to­
ward the Ward strikers.

Calling' the strike a “provoca­
tion from the union side,” the 
editorial describes it as “a fla­
grant violatmn of the no-strike 
pledge” of the recent CIO con­
vention. This^.strike, the des­
perate climax of more than two 
years’ struggle to preserve the 
union against Avery’s union-bust­
ing, is attributed by the Daily 
Worker to "those Trotskyite and 
allied elements who want the- no 
strike pledge rescinded.” Every 
slimy device — even the dirtiest 
weapon of the bosses, red-baiting 
— is used by the Stalinists to 
smear the Ward strike.

But the editorial discloses the 
real reason for the Stalinists’ 
hysterical finkery. “I t  is not an 
accident,” screams the Daily 
Worker, that the strike leaders 
“chose” the strike “in the nation’s 
auto center at the very moment 
when the United Automobile 
Workers is beginning its refer­
endum vote on the (no-strike) 
pledge.” Thus, Avery’s provoca­
tive refusal to obey a WLB direc­
tive affecting the Detroit Ward

U AW  officials who have taken 
the lead in upholding the no-strike 
policy were compelled to put in 
an appearance on the picket lines.

Sound trucks of Briggs Local 
212, Detroit West Side Local 174 
and other U AW  locals blared 
forth music and advised shoppers 
all day long to do their Christmas 
buying elsewhere. Most custom­
ers, mainly workers, sympathe­
tically heeded the advice. Many 
who had been unaware of the 
strike, flashed their union cards 
and joined the picket lines. Very 
few customers violated the picket 
lines and they had difficulty try­
ing to get “service” from a 
handful of inexperienced part- 
time “bobby-socks” school girls, 
the only sales-help Avery could 
dig up.
W A VE OF M IL ITA N C Y

The intense wave of militancy 
and solidarity invoked among the 
CIO workers, particularly in 
auto, impelled all CIO and UAW  
leaders here, except the Stalinists, 
to give at least verbal support to 
the Ward Strike. Following of­
ficial authorization of the strike 
by international officials of the 
striking union, more than 100 
CIO local union presidents and 
representatives met last Wed­
nesday evening at the Book- 
Cadillac Hotel and pledged un­
qualified backing to the strike. 
Many of these local union officials 
came with checks of $100 or more 
as contributions for strike aid and

A nti-C onscrip tion  D em onstra tion

UNION GROUP ORGANIZES FOR 
YOUNGSTOWN STEEL ELECTION

By R. W ilson
YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Steel 

m ilitants of Youngstown, th ird 
largest steel district in the coun­
try , have organized a progres­
sive group inside the steel union 
to elect “ Jerry”  Beck, president 
of local 1462 (the best local in 
the district) to the post of dis­
tr ic t director. This caucus has 
been formed because of the dis­
satisfaction of the workers in 
the district with the results they 
have been getting from their 
union— and thev blame the 
present district director for the 
bad state of affairs.

The militant union workers 
who have formed the progressive 
group were all fighters in the 
“Little Steel" strike in 1937. They 
wish to continue to .fight the cor­
porations with a militant policy 
but still they support Murray and 
his no-strike pledge. They be­
lieve Murray is a tin god. They
feel that Murray is all right but | steei militants. They also tried 
that the union ills are caused c]lange leaders without chang-

The progressives think that if 
they elect a new district director 
who has a militant past record, 
all the ills will be overcome: 
that the changing of men will 
change everything. But that is 
not the case. The policy must 
first be changed. I t  has been 
proved that Murray’s policy is 
not capable of getting the desii'ed 
results. The no-strike policy has 
netted the steel workers a few 
fringe concessions which are an 
insult to the union,. (We have yet 
to hear one steel worker who is 
pleased with the WLB directive).

The no-strike policy has given 
the corporations the go-ahead 
signal to leave grievances of any 
consequence unsettled and to fire 
militant workers who had the 
courage to resist the attack of 
the employers. The results of this 
appeasement policy have brought 
nothing but discouragement and 
disillusionment.

The auto workers have had ex­
perience that is of value to the

Samuel Wolchok, President 
of CIO United Retail, Whole­
sale and Department Store Em­
ployes, who gave the first CIO 
authorization for a wartime 
strike in the Detroit Montgom­
ery Ward walkout.

“Death to Conscription,” are the slogans on banners in the anti-conscription demonstration in 
Montreal. Thousands of workers marched in pro test against use of conscripted men for overseas 
fighting. Photo by News Pictures of Canada.

Lessons Of Bass Group 
Defeat In Rubber Local

By Joseph Andrews
AKRON, 0., Dec. 10. —  A - and 

run-off election December 7 for j  and 
executive board posts complet- against. Bass and his group, in 
ed local union election of o ffi­
cers at the URWA-CIO Good­
rich Local 5. The former local 
union leadership was defeated 
decisively for every post from 
president to sergeant-at-arms.
This local leadership, headed 
by George Bass, led the fight 
against Sherman Dalrymple at 
the last URWA convention.
The new officers who w ill take 
office in two weeks are repre­
sentatives of a pro-Dalrymple- 
Stalinist bloc.

I t  is necessary that union mili­
tants in, rubber thoroughly under­
stand why this defeat for the 
anti-Dalrymple forces occurred.

Every anti-labor force in Akron 
undoubtedly plotted, to destroy 
the Bass leadership«in Local 5.
I t  is known that the Stal nist 
union-busting apparatus was busi­
ly at work sowing the seeds of 
dissension in the union. The 
Akron Beacon-Journal kept up a 
daily peppering of invective 
against the militant local leader­
ship. Sherman Dalrymple and 
the whole International union 
machine used its influence 
against the local leaders who had 
fought against the no-strike 
pledge and the dictatorial actions 
of the URW president.

But none of these enemies of

These thousands of workers, The discontent of the 6000 mem- 
not too well-informed to be sure, I bers who voted against the form-

promised that these were but progressive unionism could by

by the district directors and or­
ganizers who are working under 
Murray. They fail to see that the 
district director acts the way he 
does because of the n,o-strike pol­
icy of the Murray leadership; 
that to prevent the workers from 
taking independent action, which 
may result in strikes, it is neces­
sary to keep the workers divided 
in the district and that the dis-

ing the program and each time 
they found themselves stymied. 
They finally came to the realiza­
tion that, in order to get results 
they had to organize a caucus 
around a program and not around 
individuals. The last convent'on 
of the auto workers attests to 
the effectiveness of such a cau­
cus. This progressive caucus 
armed with a militant program

trict director is not permitted to  ̂ (;allir.g for rescinding of the no­
fight the corporations too vigor- str jke pledge, won a majority of 
ously because the worker's m ight, ule deiegates to its viewpoint and 
then take him at fils word and Succeeded in having a referendum 
assist with picket lines. Carry- held on the no-strike policy. The
ing out Murray's policy of ap-, , , ,b . i steel workers can learn frompeasement requires a policy of ap- 1

peasement on the part of all his l *,ese experiences of the most 
henchmen in the field. I militant union in the CIO.

“preliminary” p a y m e n t s .  A  
fifteen-man committee to assist 
the strike was established.

There can be no doubt that 
most of the top UAW  and CIO 
leaders have gone along with the 
Ward strike in order to bolster 
their waning prestige with the 
discontented workers and because 
they can justify their seeming 
violation of the no-strike policy 
on the grounds of Avery’s 
flagrant disregard of the WLB  
orders. Only the Stalinists have 
dared to voice open opposition 
and hostility to the strike.

A t the Book-Cadillac meeting, 
only Hodges Mason, Stalinist 
president of Bohn Aluminum 
Local 208, spoke against the 
strike. But he was literally hooted 
down when he started flag- 
waving about the war effort and 
the “detrimental” effect endorse­
ment of the Ward strike would 
have upon the results of the 
coming national UAW  member­
ship referendum on the no-strike 
pledge. The reception accorded 
Mason silenced the other Stalin­
ists present. The night previously, 
however, the Stalinist-dominated 
Wayne County CIO Council Ex­
ecutive Board voted down a 
resolution for unqualified sup­
port of the strike. I t  passed a 
substitute resolution calling on 
Roosevelt to end the Detroit 
strike by a “government seizure,” 
as he did eight months before in 
Chicago.
“HOT POTATO”

While supporting the strike on 
the pretext that it  does not in­
volve “war work” the top CIO 
and UAW  officials are also ap­
pealing to Roosevelt to use his 
“wartime powers” to take over the 
struck Ward stores. Their motive, 
of course, is to get rid of a “hot 
potato” and halt the strike as 
quickly as possible. The Ward 
workers and the CIO ranks are 
not unmindful of how Roosevelt 
has used “plant seizures” simply 
to break strike^. They have the 
particularly vivid recollection of 
the Chicago Ward strike, when

their own efforts engineer the de­
feat of Bass and his supporters.

Nor can the defeat be blamed 
upon the fact that almost 6,000 
workers, the overwhelming ma-

ordcr to seek some way-out of 
the impasse confronting the 
union.

That is the explanation for the 
Bass defeat. I t  carries a lesson. 
In  hundreds of CIO local unions 
from coast to coast. In  recent 
elections, the “ins” are out and 
the “outs” are In. This occurs 
regardless of the program of res­
pective groups. In  some local 
unions conservative and Stalinist 
elements are ousted, and in 
others, as in Local 5, progressive 
types are bounced.

What is occurring is a stirring 
of the rank and file who can no 
longer bear the frustration forced 
upon them by the no-strike policy 
of the National CIO. They merely 
vote, at this stage, against the lo­
cal union officers who seem to 
them immediately responsible for 
the piling up of grievances, de­
lays in bargaining, and for the 
impotence of the union in the 
face of corporation provocations.
FIRESTONE LOCAL

Proof of this is the fact that 
just across town in Akron, at the 
Firestone Local 7, Uie local offi­
cers who were pro-Dalrymple, — 
a super-patriotic conservative 
crew —  were roundly defeated 
and replaced last week by a m ili­
tant group led by "Ike” Watson 
who fought Dalrymple at the 
URW convention in September.

What does this mean? The 
union membership has not yet 
learned that at the root of all 
their troubles is the surrender 
policy of Dalrymple, Murray and

ority of whom never attend union j t i,e top CIO “labor statesmen” 
meetings, turned out to vote. I t  | who gave awav the r jght to
is a typical ignorant and bureau­
cratic habit to blame the back­
ward workers for defeats.
PROFOUND S IG NIFICANCE  

The fact that these thousands 
of unionists turned out to vote 
at the union hall has profound 
significance for thinking m ili­
tants. There is a good reason 
Why these workers do not attend 
union meetings — and an equally 
good reason why they went to the 
polls this time and voted. They 
are getting disgusted and aroused 
at the state of the union in the 
plant. Grievances are not being 
settled. They can’t get any ac­
tion, and they find it increasingly 
unbearable to put up with the 
speed-up campaign of the com­
pany.

misled by rumor-mongers | er officers will rise during the. 
professional liars, voted next year.

BASS GROUP
The Bass group, it must be 

stated, was by no means blame­
less in its own, defeat. Had it 
fought more openly -and vigorous­
ly against the no-strike pledge, 
explaining its true effects, and 
thereby making it clear to the 
members wliy grievances had 
piled up, and placed the blame 
where it  properly belongs — in 
the lap of Dalrymple and Com­
pany, it  might have staved off 
the opposition. But such a con­
sistent fight would have required 
a clearer political understanding 
than the Bass group has. George 
Bass and most of his supporters 
are pro-war, pro-Roosevelt, and 
dre constantly confronted with 
the contradiction between their 
support of the Roosevelt regime 
and their fight to defend the 
union.

I f  the militant element is to 
reform its battle lines in Local 
5, and mobilize the increasingly 
restive rank and file, it  must fight 
without hedging, for a clear cut 
militant program.

I t  will also be necessary more 
than ever before to be on guard 
against the vicious Stalinist 
machine which will attempt to 
isolate and victimize the mili­
tants. The Stalinists have gained 
ground in the Rubber Union. 
They have moved in under cover 
of seemingly non-political groups, 
keeping their program in the 
dark.

The only way to defeat these 
elements, to constitute a militant 
opposition in the local and in, the 
international, is to conduct an 
alert and m ilitant fight around 
a j/rogram of sound unionism: 
union democracy m u s t  be 
staunchly defended in the URW  
in view of the sinister campaign 
of the Stalinists, who are re­
nowned as the most vicious 
hatchet men against militants.

the army moved in, herded the 
workers back on the job, kept the 
company’s profits rolling in as 
usual and then retired to leave 
Avery to his continued union- 
busting and defiance of govern­
ment orders.

Now, faced once more with a 
situation threatening to upset the 
administration’s carefully - built- 
up compulsory arbitration ma­
chinery, the government, through 
the WLB, is once more threaten­
ing to take over Avery’s strike­
bound stores. The Ward workers 
have shown however that it takes 
strike action to stir the WLB to 
even verbal “toughness” against 
employers like Avery. Strike ac­
tion alone gives the Ward work­
ers the possibility of forcing 
Avery to abide by the WLB 
directive for wage increases of $2 
to $5 weekly, retroactive to 
December 8, 1942, a seniority 
system, grievance arbitration ma­
chinery, maintenance-of-member- 
ship and the voluntary dues 
check-off.

strike. The workers have still to 
learn that no matter how pro­
gressive a local union leadership 
may be, it is confronted with this 
no-strike policy and is stymied at 
every turn.

The defeat of the Bass group 
was a heavy blow against the 
militants in Local 5, but it rev­
eals an awakening of a dissatis­
fied membership. The Bass group, 
and all militants in Local 5 must 
now redouble their effort to ex­
plain the consequences of the no­
strike pledge, and fight energetic­
ally to educate the rank .and file 
and mobilize the union, around 
the fighting program for which 
they fought at the URW conven­
tion.

John Saylor, newly elected pres­
ident, and his conservative-Stal- 
ir.ist supporters will not be able 
to solve the workers’ problems 
with their policy of “respectab­
ility” and their subservience to 
the official CIO surrender policy.

In NEW YORK
Join With Us in a Festive 

Evening of Socialist Comradeship

NEW  YE AR ’ S EVE
Sunday, Dec. 31
Dancing - Singing 

Refreshments
Joint Auspices:

M ilitant Publishing Assn, and 
Socialist Workers Party, 

Local N. Y.
116 University Place 

(corner 13th St. between B’way 
and 5th Avenue) 

Subscription $1 per person 
(Includes Buffet Plate)

/ /

Allies Promise 
Free'7 Unions
In return for "unconditional 

surrender,”  German labor "w ill 
be allowed to form democratic 
trade unions,”  Gen. Eisenhow­
er promised in a broadcast to 
Germany last week.

However, as the message ex­
plained further, there will be cer­
tain limitations* placed upon such 
“free economic association and 
combination of workers.”

The German workers can form 
“free'’ unions “provided that 
they do not assume any political 
complexion.” That is, provided 
the German workers don’t try  to 
organize against capitalist poli­
tical rule.

They may engage in “collective 
bargaining,” but “strikes threat­
ening military security directly 
or indirectly will be prohibited.” 
Thus, the German masses will 
have no more power than under 
Hitler to enforce their demands 
against the German bosses.

And “wages will be maintained 
as under the most recent Ger­
man regulations.” That is, at the 
worst starvation levels fixed by 
Hitler, Himmler and the Nazi in­
dustrialists.

In short, the German workers 
will have a iough time distin­
guishing between the Nazi “Labor 
Front” and the Allied “demo­
cratic unions.”

-  By V. Grey ---- ■ ■ ■ ■ . .a
Pile-it-high Patterson is a phony. He’s a phony because he 

makes out to be a big shot, which he’s not. But what about the big 
shots themselves? They don’t  have to pretend, do they?—And yet 
they’re phony. PhonyNas a nine-dollar bill. Because they do pretend 
to be something they’re not— capable managers of industry. They 
pretend they know what i t ’s all about. And they don’t.

The biggest of the big shots don’t  do anything, don’t know any­
thing, and don’t have to know anything. They have engineers to 
engineer, superintendents to superintend, salesmen to sell, managers 
to manage, and stool pigeons to stool. A ll that’s left for the big 
phonies is to think up ways of spending money. And if  they’re too 
dumb, or the job is too big, they hire social secretaries to do that for 
them, too.

But even their highly paid stooges reflect the weakness and 
dopiness of their masters. Many lower caste salary men, such as 
engineers and certain foremen, really have to know their stuff, of 
course. But the division superintendents and big department heads 
are usually friends, relatives, or friends-of-relatives of the higher- 
ups. Their job has nothing to do with production—it ’s just a family 
relationship on a cash and carry basis.

They talk all day long about the price of liquor and the quality 
of champagne. From one week-end house party to the next, they 
hardly ever come around to the shops they are supposed to manage. 
And they don’t  feel any pangs of conscience when they draw their 
fat checks, either.

And yet they like to think they know all about the business. 
And they like other people to think so, too. They become fooled 
by their own titles. They assume that because they are rich and 
higher up, they just automatically know more than the next man. 
Everybody else has to assume it, too, or take the consequences.

You’d think their big salaries and soft living would be enough 
to make them feel good. But no. They have to show off their 
ignorance to their brother-phonies in order to impress them, and 
to the workers who know more than they do and are not impressed, 
but have to take it—like slaves.

Day after day a workingman (who begins to know a little  
something about his own job, after working at it  a few years) has 
to listen to some inspector or foreman tell him what he already 
knows, or worse still, what he knows isn’t  true at all. Then the 
superintendent or some other big cheese has a red-lettdr day and 
comes out in the shop with the same bull—only worse, because they 
know less than anyone else about the wofik that keeps them in fifty  
cent cigars. When they put on this superiority show and try to 
give you some advice about the job, it ’s usually funny enough to 
repeat in the washroom for weeks afterward.

T H E Y ’RE YOUR BOSSES
But you don’t  laugh in their faces. No Sir. And you don’t  very 

often explain where they’re wrong. They’re the ones who are sup­
posed to know their stuff, not you. You’re just a worker with an 
eighth grade diploma, or maybe high school, if  you’re lucky. But 
these guys— the big bosses—are miracle men. They’re so smart that 
they don’t handle a machine, a burning torch, or riveting gun. They 
handle a billion dollar business between them. And T H E Y ’RE YOUR  
BOSSES. So you’re not going to point out their mistakes in read­
ing a blueprint. Hell no. You wouldn’t want to hurt their feelings. 
Besides, you want to keep your job.

I t  wasn’t so. long ago that we were making some big ventilation 
units for Bethlehem shipiL Thtey were kind of complicated—curved 
casings, with big blower fans in them and all that. We made them 
from blueprints. Nobody in the shop is exactly an expert at blue­
prints, except the engineer in the shop office. But you get a working 
knowledge after a while so you can dope things out pretty well, 
and we caught on to these particular prints too, even i f  they did 
look like a Chinese puzzle at first.

Well, the first week o!r two we were on that job a lot of the big 
shots were buzzing around looking important and walking up and 
down with the general foreman. One of the guys who had a beautiful 
grey mustache and a face that was massaged ’til it  looked like a 
baby’s behind, was really impressive. Anybody could see he was 
the biggest stockholder in the gang.

He’d go to the unit Johnny Dylek was working on and look it  
over. Then he’d go to the bench and look the blueprint over. And 
Johnny would stop work and stand around looking a little bit foolish 
while he waited for this genius to give him some expert advice.

But this fellow was the silent type. He just went back and 
forth from the blueprint to the job a couple of times, looked the 
whole assembled unit over in about three seconds and nodded his 
head while he was thinking hard. He was a smart man all right.

Johnny Dylek had been struggling with the blueprints for a 
couple of weeks until he didn’t  have to look at them very much. 
And on that particular day he hadn’t looked at them at all. So. he 
was pretty worried when the guy gave him the once-over. He 
thought of a hundred mistakes he might have made. (You know how 
you do, when you try to think back over your day’s work.) And he 
was itching to get his hands on the prints to check himself.

So when the master mind picked up the blueprint and walked 
over to the job, humming and hawing a little to himself while he 
pulled at the hairs in his mustache, Johnny edged around so he 
could get a peck at the blueprint himself. Well, the big shot may 
have got something out of it, being a big shot, but Johnny couldn’t  
because it was the wrong blueprint. I t  was a print the engineer had 
made a couple of weeks before that for a hot dog stand for the 
master mechanic’s picnic.
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The 
Negro

•‘LABOR W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  CAN­
NOT E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
LABOR W IT H  A  B LA C K  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D " — K A R L  M A R X .

Struggle
.By Charles Jackson..

A Negro Terry O'Day
A case was called to our at­

tention the other day which show­
ed all over again what frequently 
happens to sincere, militant work­
ers when, they are appointed to 
the union staff as representatives 
of the top bureaucracy. I t  was 
another concrete example of “The 
Death of Terry O’Day” which 
was so clearly related by our fel­
low columnist, Ted Kovaleslcy in 
his Diary of a Steel Worker in 
the November 25 Militant. As 
you remember, Terry O’Day was 
the fighting young Irishman who 
repeatedly stuck his neck out for 
the other workers until he was 
appointed to the union staff. Then, 
to safeguard his easy job, he be­
came a changed man who com­
promised on the workers’ griev­
ances, supported the no-strike 
pledge and began collaborating 
with management.

Now this case concerns a Ne­
gro International Representative 
Of the UAW-CIO. A Negro who, 
as a worker, was sincerely inter­
ested in Negro advancement in 
industry. A Negro who had re­
peatedly stuck his neck out for 
his people and for the working 
class as a whole. A Negro who 
was so honest and so principled 
that he had turned down political 
offers because he felt' that the 
game of capitalist politics was so 
rotten that any successful politi­
cian would eventually became in­
volved in some form of corrup­
tion and would have to sell out 
the people who had elected him 
to office.

A Negro who was intelligent 
and conscientious and who en­
joyed and deserved the confidence 
and loyalty of his fellow Negro 
workers. How he has changed 
since becoming an International 
Representative of this powerful 
union! The following authentic 
facts tell the story.
GM PLA N T ’

A t a General Motors plant in the 
Detroit area, qualified Negro 
workers had been trying to get 
upgraded from janitorial work tS 
production. After quite a fight, 
two Negroes had been upgraded. 
There were reports that white 
workers were threatening to 
strike if. the Negroes were con­
tinued on the job. In  fact, a 
slowdown, was already reported to 
be in progress.

The General Manager of this 
Corporation, making sure to wash 
his hands of the affair and to 
point the finger of accusation at 
the union, called in three Negro 
workers and stated that he was 
willing to upgrade Negroes to 
production according to seniority 
and ability butf the Chairman of 
the Plant Committee would not 
agree. Since the slowdown was 
jeopardizing the “war effort” the

qualified Negroes would have to 
be returned to their janitorial 
work.

One militant Negro worker left 
the plant in disgust because he 
could see that advancement was 
hopeless.

He reported the situation to the 
UAW-CIO officials, knowing the 
uncompromising stand against 
discrimination in the union con­
stitution.

This Negro Terry O’Day, for­
merly a sincere fighter and now 
an International representative, 
was sent to investigate the case 
and report back his findings to 
see if the Union was justified in 
taking action against the local 
officials in the plant. Apparently 
he knew that to keep in the good 
graces of the union officials, it  
would be best for him to find 
certain things and not to find 
certain other things.

Here is the gist of his report to 
vtlie international: an interview 
with the first Negro involved sub­
stantiated the accusation but this 
Negro reportedly stated that he 
was satisfied with his janitor’s 
job. Now doesn’t that sound reas­
onable? This qualified worker, 
upgraded on seniority and ability 
to production, stepped back be­
cause of the laxity of his union 
officials and now he is perfectly 
satisfied with his janitor’s job.
SECOND WORKER

The second worker interviewed 
is satisfied to continue in his 
own. way and will call, for help 
if he needs it. Does that sound 
like a man’s true statement or 
true . thoughts after having been 
the victim of such perversion of 
union policy?

The Negro who had quit in 
disgust apparently had n.o voice, 
according to the report, because 
he was no longer employed at the 
plant.

After laying down such a flim­
sy premise, our Negro Terry 
O’Day arrives at the ridiculous 
conclusion that the workers con­
tacted are satisfied with condi­
tions and therefore he recom­
mends that the grievance be clos­
ed. He tries to cover his tracks 
by viewing the problem from an 
individual rather than a princi­
pled position. In  reality, how­
ever, he has acted in the inter­
ests of management rather than 
in the interests of the workers 
whom he is supposed to represent.

This shows us that Big Busi­
ness, in its attempt to keep the 
Negro worker down and to set the 
white against the black; to con­
fuse the workers concerning the 
dependability of their union or­
ganizations, even gains as an ally 
an apparently sincere and honest 
fighter for Negro and working 
class rights.

British Labor Party Conference

THE EFFECTS OF MODERN WAR 
ON ECONOMY AND THE PEOPLE

The year 1917 was the fourth 
year of the World W ar. For a 
thousand days every able-bodied 
man in all the great countries of 
Europe had been in uniform. The 
flower of the youth of a con­
tinent, an entire generation of 
young men were mowed down. 
Thirty million men had been 
mobilized. I t  was the epoch of the 
cannon. Europe was traversed by 
battle lines, from the North Sea 
to the Adriatic, from the Baltic 
to the Mediterranean. Along 
these blood - soaked frontiers, 
thousands of combatants died 
each day. I t  was a war of 
trenches, mines, tanks, airplanes, 
gas, submarines and poisonous 
lies. A t the front, soldiers met 
their death by their “own” -firing 
squads or on the enemy barbed 
wire; behind the lines men tra f­
ficked in their blood and steeped 
themselves in insipid military 
communiques.

1917 was in France the year 
of Clemenceauism, of General 
Nivelle, and the offensive of 
April 16. The “break-through” at 
the Chemin des Dames. The use-

By Paul A bbott
The Allied provocation of 

c iv il war in Greece has aroused 
deep, resentment among the 
British workers. A typical reso­
lution against Churchill came 
from Montreal A ircraft Lodge 
712, representing 20,000 work­
ers, demanding the “ immediate 
withdrawal”  of British forces. 
Member of Parliament David 
Kirkwood o f the British Labor 
Party complains that he has 
been “ inundated”  with tele­
grams from mechanics threat- , 
ening sitdown strikes over the 
government’s policy. Other La­
bor Party MP’s have received tele­
grams from trade unions all over 
the country “threatening to lay 
down their tools for a day unless 
the Government ceases to use the 
weapons they make against the 
Greeks.”

The intensity of these senti­
ments of the working class ought 
to have facilitated —  one might 
imagine —  the obvious duty of 
the British Labor Party heads to 
defend the Greek workers and 
oppose Churchill’s imperialist 
politics. These gentlemen, how­
ever, have other uses for their 
oily tongues.

Ernest Bevin, Minister of La­
bor in Churchill’s government 
got up in the British Labor Par­
ty's annual conference December 
13 and defended Churchill’s gov­
ernment in shooting down Greek 
workers. Moreover he displayed 
his remarkable boldness before 
the outraged sentiments of his 
own rank and file by defiantly 
proclaiming his own responsi­
bility in shooting down Greek 
workers and suppressing the ris­
ing European Workers’ revolu­
tion. “The steps which have been 
taken in Greece are not decisions 
of Winston Churchill. They are 
decisions of the cabinet. I  and 
my colleagues participated in 
these discussions over nearly four 
years, trying to work out the best 
way to handle these terrifying  
problems that would arise at the 
end of the war.”

Barred from Athens by order of the British commander, ELAS demonstrators thronged the 
streets of Piraeus (the port of Athens) on Dec ember 4th. Some armed with rifles, some with 
shovels and hatchets, some unarmed, these are typical of the ELAS forces which have been he­
roically defending themselves against tanks and bombers.
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less battles of Flanders and Ver­
dun, the drive of the tanks at 
Cambrai. Serbia, the North of 
France, Belgium and Poland were 
heaps of corpses. Germany de­
clared unrestricted submarine 
warfare against England. Mer­
chant vessels were torpedoed, 
neutrals were drowned. Death 
stalked the seas.

There was fighting in Mace­
donia, Mesopotamia, Palestine, in 
the distant comers of the African 
bush. The United States entered 
the war. Blacks, Hindus, Austra­
lians, Canadians, Portuguese 
were in arms; the blood of all 
races flowed into one pool and 
left one stench. America milked 
the belligerents of all the gold 
they had left . . .

Behind the lines, the cannon 
and munition manufacturers of 
both sides coined profits. Martial 
law, censorship. Women and old 
men in anguish. Appalling pover­
ty, debauchery, thé bread card; 
all humanity at the mercy of stu­
pidity and hatred. Conscientious 
objectors were persecuted in 
Great Britain, defeatists in Fran­
ce, internationalists everywhere. 
Churches, political parties, intel­
lectuals, both in the Central 
Powers and in the Allied camp, 
preached war to the bitter end... 
The Whole of science and techno­
logy was used to destroy the liv­
ing strength of the human spe­
cies and the achievements of civ­
ilization. Employed rationally, 
the wealth that was dissipated in 
explosives would have amply suf­
ficed — if we may speak in Uto­
pian terms —  to give eage and 
comfort to all in a renovated so­
ciety.

(From “From Lenin to Stalin,’7 
by Victor Serge, p. 13. Pioneer 
Publishers, 1937; 112 pp., 50 
cents. Order from Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 University Place, N. 
Y. 3, N. Y .).

BRAZEN ADM ISSION  
“I say boldly” he brazenly con­

tinued, “that I  am a party to 
these decisions, and looking back 
I cannot convince myself that any 
of these decisions were wrong.” 
Churchill, spokesman of British 
imperialism who followed a si­
milar tactic before Parliament a 
few days earlier, can well feel 
proud of his understudy’s talent 
for mimicry.

The heads of the Labor. “Party 
found themselves between the 
drying pan and the fire at the 
Labor Party Conference. The 
rank and file want them to break 
up the coalition with Churchill’s 
counter-revolutionary imperialist 
government. They are becoming 
very heated over this unsavory 
wedlock. But breaking the coali­
tion would immediately step up 
the tempo of the working class 
revolution in England — a most 
“terrifying problem” for these 
butlers in the house of imperial­
ism, especially in view of their 
“understanding” that the “British 
government cannot abandon its 
position in the Mediterranean.” 
And so while Churchill proceeded 
methodically to carry out his but­
cher’s assignment of liquidating 
the Greek revolution in blood, 
these imperialist lackies at the 
head of the Labor Party fumbled 
about for a cooler position among 
the flames of rank and file in­
dignation. They finally passed a 
resolution which one American 
correspondent with long experi­
ence in double talk and Tammany 
politics thought might justifiably 
rate as the very “zenith of polit­
ical hypocrisy.”

Instead of condemning the gov­
ernment of which they are part 
and’ parcel and calling on the 
working class to oppose its 
counter - revolutionary policies 
with all means at their disposal, 
they simply resolved: “We want 
an armistice with the ELAS, not 
unconditional surrender. T h i s  
means an agreement between the 
parties concerned —  not an u lti­
matum. Labor will insist upon a 
representative government, and 
no government which excludes 
the EAM  (of which the ELAS is 
the armed branch) can be repre­
sentative.” ■

More than 20 unions had pre­
sented resolutions condemning 
the British government for its 
use of force and violence. These 
resolutions of course were ignor­
ed. With the Trade Union bur­
eaucrats casting bloc votes for 
their Union memberships, the 
Executive Committee resolution 
was passed, 2,455,000 to 137,000.
LABOR “STRATEGY”

While Churchill’s tanks, air­
planes, bombs, machine guns and 
artillery continued systematically 
to mow down the ranks of the 
Greek people, the bureaucrats 
who head the Labor Party 
“deplored the bloodshed” and got 
busy passing out the word to the 
boys how to use the resolution 
to avoid becoming too badly sin­
ged. The “strategy” of these de­
nizens of the political underworld 
is to express “idealistic hopes 
without criticism or condem-

directly to the war job, this 
week’s executive directive first 
puts a uniform on the men and 
then permits them to take it off 
again on condition that they take 
the' jobs the Army wants them 
to take.” In this way, Roosevelt 
has converted “Selective Service” 
into an instrument for conscript­
ing labor..

The slave labor decree was put 
over under cover of a terrific 
"manpower shortage” barrage 
whose object was to shift the 
onus for the so-called munitions 
shortage onto the workers. Gen­
eral Somervell, chief of the A r­
my Service Forces, literally froth­
ed over the "shortage” of 300,000 
workers which was “endangering 
the war effort.” The Militant 
December 16, exposed this fraud 
by pointing out: “Every cam­
paign to put across compulsory 
labor conscription has been pre­
ceded by a frenzied ballyho'o 
about the manpower shortage.

official party line, leaving it to 
the i “rank and file, by colorful 
and noisy oratory, to create the 
public impression that the party’s 
collective sensibilities have been 
outraged.” So writes the cynical 
correspondent of the N. Y. Times.

In line with this “strategy,” 
these British labor statesmen hit 
the floor in Parliament. One of 
them even became “colorful and 
noisy” enough to ask Churchill 
how long the government “in­
tends to go on with this policy of 
murdering our Greek comrades?” 
The other members of the House, 
old hands at this kind of horse 
play, responded with the usual 
cries of “Withdraw” and “Shame” 

Now we come to the pay-off. 
From London, December 15, a 
reporter of the liberal New York 
daily PM cables the following 
climax to all this political de­
pravity: “The stormy discussion 
over British intervention in 
Greece having subsided, the La­
bor Party conference has turned 
to the socialist first principles on 
which i t  expects to fight and 
hopes to win next year’s general 
election.”
STERN JUDGMENT

The judgment pronounced on 
these traitors by the third In ­
ternational of Lenin and Trotsky 
still stands, the passage of time 
only sex-ving to verify their stern 
sentence a thousand times over. 
We quote from the Manifesto of 
the Second Congress of the Third 
International, held in July and 
August of 1920:
“The Socialist who aids directly 

or indirectly in maintaining the 
privileges of one nation at the 
expense of another, he who ac­
quiesces in colonial slavery, hej 
who draws a line of distinction 
between races and colors in the 
matter of human rights; he whe 
helps the bourgeoisie of the me' 
tropolis to perpetuate its domi­
nation in the colonies instead of 
promoting the armed uprising, 
the British Socialist who fails to 
support by all possible means the 
uprisings in Ireland, Egypt and 
India against the London pluto­
cracy, —  such a Socialist should 
not only not get a mandate of 
confidence from the workers but

This most recent campaign is no 
different.”

The truth of the matter is that 
war production cutbacks and 
plant shutdowns have reduced the 
labor force in manufacturing in­
dustries by close to two-million 
workers. In  addition, the author­
itative Wall Street magazine 
Business Week, cautions its sub­
scribers to: “Bear in mind that
the -300,000 mep needed for crit­
ical programs aren’t all needed 
now. Many of the plants to use 
them aren’t built or tooled.” Thé 
WPB has announced that some 
of the plants needed to eliminate 
the shortage of “critical” mate­
rials ' are still in the blue-print 
stage. The ballyhooed “manpow­
er shortage” is a fraud.
FOUNDRY JOBS

Senator James M. Mead, chair­
man of the War Investigating 
Committee has pointed out that 
“whenever there was a strain on 
the econotViy, such as the war­
time manpower shortage, it ap­
peared most prominently in the 
undesirable fields, such as. the 
hot, heavy and dirty foundry 
jobs.” The foundry “shortage” 
has elicited official complaint for 
years. The job is not only “hot 
heavy and dirty,” but underpaid. 
Roosevelt’s wage-freezing War 
Labor Board has repeatedly re­
fused to permit any wage in­
crease to foundry workers. With 
the constant rise in the cost of 
living thefee workers, and others 
in the lower paid categories, have 
been compelled to seek employ­
ment in industries, which pay 
higher wages.

Instead of relieving the foun­
dry “shortage” by raising wages 
and improving conditions, Roose­
velt resorts to forceful measures 
to freeze these workers to their 
jobs at their present miserable 
wages. The “greatest liberal of

War Guilt
A survey of public opinion 

on the question, “Who is to 
blame for Nazi atrocities?”, 
has disclosed that a. majority 
of the American people have 
not succumbed to the Allied 
propaganda that the crimes of 
Hitlerism and the imperialist 
war'are to be charged against 
the Germans as a people.

The poll was conducted by 
the National Opinion Research 
Center, and its findings pub­
lished in the New York daily, 
PM, a rabid advocate of a 
“hard peace” against the Ger­
man masses. The majority, 58 
per cent, blamed the crimes of 
Nazism on the Nazi leaders 
exclusively. Only 2 per cent, 
blamed the German people. A  
minority of 38 per cent linked 
both the people and the Nazi 
leaders together.

This expression of opinion is 
especially surprising in view of 
the tremendous propaganda 
campaign of the Allied powers 
and the Kremlin to prepare 
public opinion for the bloody 
crushing of German working 
class revolution, by attributing 
the war and Nazi atrocities to 
the German masses, including 
the workers, who were the 
first victims of Hitlerism.

By Theodore Kovalesky
Joey wrote:

“Dear Dad,
“I  had to write you and get this off my chest.
“Sometimes it  gets you. You kick around the army for years. 

Y'ou kill guys and almost get killed yourself. You get sick of the 
food, sick of the discipline, sick of the hunger and thirst, the fear 
and pain, and the noise of battles. But you get used to it, as much 
as any human being can get used to such a life. You fa ll into the 
rut, you go along from day to day, and i t ’s not as tough as it used 
to be for the simple reason that you’re used to it.

“But for all that, sometimes it  gets you, and you feel like a 
kid again, and you need a cool 
hand on your forehead and a com­
forting voice in your ear. I t ’s the 
loneliness, Dad, that catches up 
to you every now and then. You 
need the family. You need the 
girl. You need the friends, and 
the old way of life.

“I  guess this attack of the blues 
was brought -about by the idea 
of Christmas. ‘Peace on earth, 
good will toward men,’ they tell 
us. Honestly, Dad, isn’t that a 
laugh? Imagine telling that sort 
of stuff to a soldier!

“They taught me how to kill 
with my hands. I  know where and 
how to kick a man in order to
cripple him for life. I  know how to jump on a man from the rear 
and drive a knife into him. I t ’s horribly painful, but my other arm 
is around his throat, so he can’t  scream. And they tell me about 
peace on earth. They talk to me, the peaceful young guy they turned 
into a cold-blooded killer, about good will toward men!

“The German army was falling apart. Those guys were sur­
rendering by the hundreds, because they had a bellyfull of H itler 
and all he stands for. Then Roosevelt and Churchill started telling 
them what was going to happen to them when the Allies were 
victorious, so the poor devils began to figure, ‘Well, hell, we’re 
going to catch it worse if we give up. I t  looks like we’ll have to 
keep on fighting. Anything’s better than what the Allies are 
threatening us with.’ And god knows how many lives have been 
lost as a result of this policy of the men who told us of the ‘Four 
Freedoms.’ But they tell us about peace on earth!

“The Greek people had the nerve to want to decide what form  
of government they should have, so Churchill’s Gen. Scobie 
systematically began annihilating them with artillery, tanks, and 
airplanes. ‘Good will toward men!’

“You .know, Dad, I ’ve often thought of Father Mulligan since 
I ’ve been here. There are plenty of guys here like him. We call 
them ‘Holy Joes,’ and it kind of makes me wish sometimes that, my 
name wasn’t  Joe, too. But they have an answer for everything. 
They even have the knack of sticking ‘peace on earth’, etc. right into 
the middle of this war and proving that everything is as it  should 
be, the way their god wants it to be.

“Gee, when I  think of poor old Mrs. diRosa, all bent and with 
that gray shawl over her head, struggling up the stairs of the 
church in the wind and the r.aip. to take her ‘widow’s mite’ and add 
it to the gold and silver of the church treasury . . .  so that the Holy 
Joes here and the others who don’t get into uniform can send young 
guys out to fight and k ill all for the love of god and Rockefeller!

“God’s on our side, they tell us. Well, that’s good. I  suppose 
he was the one that tore the head off a body I  found yesterday. 
Without the head, and with most of the uniform gone, it  was hard to 
tell at first that he was, or rather had been, an enemy. But god must 
have known, because, bam!— off went his head! ( I  don’t  know who 
takes the heads off our boys.)

“Christmas, 1944, and here I  am, sitting here looking down at 
a big brown stain at the bottom of my pant-leg, sort of wondering 
who it came from, and i f  whoever he was had a girl like Helen 
waiting for him, and folks like you and Mom at home.

“Perhaps I  shouldn’t  send letters like this, Dad . . . only, I  
have to get these things off my chest sometimes. Don’t  show it to 
Mom, or even to Helen. This is tough enough on them as it is.

“Well, take it easy, Dad, and, even i f  this does sound funny 
after- a letter like this one, Merry Christmas.

Joey

them all,” “the friend of labor,” 
“the great humanitarian,” im­
poses slave labor by executive 
decree in order to bolster the 
wage freeze and assure fatter 
war profits for the dollar patriots. 
W ill Hillman, Murray, PM, and 
the rest of the “fourth term” 
liberal and labor champions please 
inform the workers: Who won the 
election?

In NEWARK
NEW  Y E A R ’S EYE 

FRO LIC

Sunday, Dec. 31

PROGRESSIVE WORKERS 
SCHOOL

423 Springfield Avenue

Dancing - Games 
Entertainment

Buffet Supper Served at 
Midnight

Admission 51 per person

should be shot or at any rate 
nation” of the government as the I branded with shame.”

In CLEVELAND
NEW  YE AR ’ S FROLIC 

Saturday N ight, Dec. 30

at 17432 St. Clair Avenue

Entertainment - Dancing 
Snacks

Auspices: Civil Rights Defense 
Committee

Proceeds to Minneapolis Labor 
Case Fund

Admission: $1 per person

In CHICAGO
Celebrate With the CRDC

NEW  YE AR ’S EYE 
DANCE

Sunday, Dec. 31

BELMONT H ALL  
3205 N. Clark Street

Music by
Larry Lamkin’s Troubadours

Admission $2 per Couple

Proceeds to Minneapolis Labor 
Case Fund

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitan t

In DETROIT
Militant Readers Are Invited to a

NEW  YE AR ’ S EVE 
SOCIAL

Sunday, Dec. 31

Supper - Entertainment 
Dancing

3513 Woodward Ave., Room 21 

Admission $1 per person

Auspices:
Socialist Workers Party

DECEMBER 22 , 1934
NEW  YORK —  First ominous shadows o£ the infamous Moscow 

trials appeared, as word came of 103 secret executions in the 
Soviet Union in retaliation for the assassination of Stalinist 
bureaucrat Kirov. In  a special article “Alarm Signals in  the 
Soviet' Union!” written by James P. Cannon and A. J. Muste, 
The Militant pointed out that “the alarm that every revolutionary 
worker feels . . .  is increased and intensified enormously by the 
secrecy and mystery in which the present happenings have been 
shrouded.”

Citing the 1922 trials of the Social Revolutionaries charged 
with organizing a campaign of terror against the Workers’ 
State, The M ilitant pointed out that these prosecutions were 
publicly conducted, with foreign counsel allowed for the accused, 
so that the working class of the world would know the truth of 
the charges.

“How does it happen,” asked The Militant, “that secret 
trials and secret executions are necessary in the^ 18th year of 
the revolution. . . I f  it  is maintained that precisely the growing 
strength and invincible position of the Soviet Union have in­
spired some capitalist state or states to attack—if that is so, 
then it is necessary to mobilize the working class of the world 
against the foreign capitalist enemy. . . This, however, is not 
the course being followed by Stalin. . . The real defense of the 
Soviet Union requires a merciless criticism of the methods of 
the Stalin bureaucracy in this case.”

SACRAMENTO, CAL. — A dispatch to The Militant revealed that 
in Berkeley, Cal., a membership meeting of the Communist Party 
protested the CP policy of sabotaging the defense of 18 Cannery 
and Agricultural Workers Industrial Union militants, on trial 
under the vicious “Criminal Syndicalism” law. These workers, 
instrumental in winning wage increases for migratory workers 
in 1933, included both CP members and workers sympathetic 
to the Workers Party (Trotskyist). Refusing to participate in 
the non-partisan Sacramento Appeal Committee, the Stalinists 
also withheld bail which could have been furnished the defendants 
through the International Labor Defense.

N EW  YORK —  Plans were outlined for the trade union work of the 
newly formed Workers Party of America. “A  trade union 
department has been set up,” the report stated. “The party 
trade union fractions are being organized and the first steps 
are being taken to contact . . . progressives in the various 
localities.”
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 
e v e r y  class - conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f  w orkers, financed 

iy  the governm ent, b u t under co n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to tra in  w orkers to become 
officers.

2. Trade un ion  wages fo r  a ll w orkers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

3. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crow ism  everywhere.

4. C onfiscation o f a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia tio n  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
ope ra tion  under w orkers ’ con tro l.

5. A  r is in g  scale o f wages to  meet the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .

6. W orkers Defense Guards against v ig il­
ante and fascist attacks.

7. A n  Independent Labor P arty based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A  W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m ent.

9. The defense o f the Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t attack.

Bill O f Rishts
On December 15, 1791, the first ten amendments 

to the Constitution of the United States went into 
effect. These amendments have since been popular­
ly  referred to as the B ill o f Rights, for they guar­
anteed such basic democratic rights of the people 
as freedom of speech, freedom of the press and 
freedom of assembly.

The B ill of Rights was made part o f the basic 
law of the land solely as the result o f pressure 
from workers and farmers who viewed the Consti­
tution as an instrument to uphold1 the special pri­
vileges of the wealthy. The workers and farmers 
who had fought and won the revolution for inde­
pendence from British tyranny did their utmost 
to safeguard the democratic rights o f the m ajority 
against the rise of a new tyranny on this continent. 
In fear of the popular masses, the ruling class of 
that period—the wealthy merchants and landown­
ers conceded the demand for the B ill o f Rights.

In the century and a' half since then, the ruling 
oligarchy has done its utmost to abrogate the B ill 
o f Rights. As the war continues, they are making 
ever greater* inroads upon the liberties of the peo­
ple. A t the beginning o f the war they railroaded 
to prison 18 Trotskyists and trade unionists for 
expressing political opposition to the Second World 
War. The Roosevelt administration, which is the 
executive instrument of this ruling oligarchy, fu r­
ther violated the B ill of Rights, by cancelling the 
second class mailing rights o f the M ilitan t. A fter 
widespread protest, these rights were restored last 
March. But the Fourth International is still held 
up each month by the postal authorities.

The Supreme Court, whose presumed duty it  is 
to safeguard the B ill o f Rights, refused even to 
consider the constitutionality of the reactionary 
Smith "Gag”  Act under which the 18 trade union­
ists and Trotskyists were railroaded to prison al­
though theirs was the firs t case to come to court 
after the enactment of this vicious law. Twelve of 
these prisoners are still behind bars.

A ll the propagandists.of the Roosevelt regime 
pay lip  service to the B ill o f Rights. But in Europe 
where the people of Belgium, Italy, France and

Greece are struggling to establish their own "B ill 
of Rights,”  the Roosevelt administration together 
with its’Allies is today attempting to put down this 
struggle by force of arms. Workers slain by Allied 
bullets in the streets o f Brussels and Athens elo­
quently testify that the imperialist oligarchy o f to­
day regards the principles of the B ill of Rights in 
the same light as did their reactionary forebears— 
ideals to be praised in public but rudely thrust 
aside in practise whenever class rule so demands.

Standing in the forefront of the struggle to safe­
guard the B ill of Rights, the Trotskyists are the 
true inheritors of the democratic traditions of the 
American revolutionists of 1776 who overthrew the 
tyranny of Britain and forced an unwilling native 
upper class in the early days of the Republic to 
grant certain democratic rights of the people.

Partition O f  Germany
World economy has become so productive and 

the world capitalist market so small in comparison, 
that the imperialists seeking ‘domination of our 
planet have decided to destroy one of the major 
centers of production— Germany. This is the calcu­
lation motivating all the Allied plans for a “ hard 
peace.”

W ith German factories broken into scrap, her 
transportation system smashed, her sources of raw 
materials sealed off, her labor power decimated, the 
Allies hope that the European continent w ill be re­
moved as a competitor.

The progress of these plans is indicated by the 
first formal proposal o f Roosevelt through Am­
bassador John W inant to the European Advisory 
Commission. The fu ll plan has not yet been made 
public but the Associated Press in a December 12 
dispatch reveals the following items: (1) Complete 
and ruthless abolition of German war industries.
(2) W iping out the German aviation industry.
(3) Control of German industries so that they 
could not dominate European economy. (4) A l­
lied control of German foreign trade. (5) Drastic 
supervision of German imports w ith a view to 
preventing Germany from buying abroad raw ma­
terials adapted to strategic uses.

Consummation of this scheme would mean the 
utter decomposition of European economy. It 
would mean turning the industrial areas into waste­
lands. The narrowing of the European economic 
base would mean at the same time a ghastly de­
crease in population. Tens and twenties of m il­
lions of people would be wiped out by famine and 
exposure. Europe would see a new barbarism tran­
scending fascism. Just as the downfall of Rome 
turned formerly populous areas into melancholy, 
uninhabited territories, so would the downfall of 
Europe convert her cities into empty ruins.

And this new barbarism inevitably would spread 
like an insidious blight over the entire globe. In ­
dustrial America itself would fa ll by the same 
sword wielded against Germany. This is the real 
future of the "hard peace”  being planned by the 
Allied imperialists and their agents.

Food
In the First World War the Allies utilized ship­

ments of food and clothing to devastated Europe 
as an instrument of counter-revolution. Under

v .

Hoover the enormous warehouses and over-flow­
ing granaries of goods produced by American labor 
power were distributed in strict accordance with 
imperialist political calculations.

I f  the imperialists thought the masses of a coun­
try  could be tamed by starvation, they denied 
them relief. I f  the imperialists thought the masses 
could be diverted from the path of socialist revo­
lution by shiploads of commodities, they granted 
them relief while the counter-revolution utilized 
the breathing spell to prepare its armed forces 
for blood-letting.

The Allies are now attempting to utilize food as 
a counter-revolutionary weapon in the Second 
World War. So far the weapon has been wielded 
mostly as a threat, save for a few hundred tons 
actually delivered here and there. The armed for­
ces devour goods like an insatiable monster; the 
economies of all the warring powers have been 
turned to maximum production of instruments of 
destruction. On the other hand the devastation of 
Europe and consequent needs of the people far 
transcend those of the First World War.

In deadly fear of the mounting European revo­
lution, the imperialist gangsters look back to the 
weapon wielded by Hoover in the First World 
War. L ittle  as they can send in comparison to 
what they did* in the First World War and great 
as the wrath and disillusionment of the fEuropean 
peoples may be, they still believe a few loaves of 
bread and a few dried fish w ill accomplish the 
miracle of taming and deluding the multitudes. 
"Soldiers,”  editorializes the December 14 N. Y. 
Times, "may have less to do in some liberated 
countries i f  civilians are well looked after.”

The Earl of Selborne, British Minister of Eco­
nomic Warfare, admitted, however, on December 
14 that the. food crisis in “ liberated”  Europe has 
“ grown worse since D-Day." Richard Law, British 
Minister of State, consequently is coming to Wash­
ington to see i f  it won’t be possible to "give the peo­
ple of these countries even those necessities of life 
which the Germans were able to give them.”

The truth is, the United Nations Relief and Re­
habilitation Administration, seems unable to bring 
food supplies even up to the starvation level of the 
German occupation. The schemes and plans.of the 
Allied imperialists are grandiose indeed. They have 
hatched gigantic conspiracies of counter-revolu­
tion. But the war is leaving the world far poorer, 
the resources of capitalism, in death agony, are 
fast declining. The “ Teheran”  conspirators w ill 
discover that they cannot buy o ff the rising Eu­
ropean revolution w ith “ relief”  handouts.

ORKERS’
ORUM

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address Indicate if you do not want your name printed. — Editor

Cannon's Book
Editor:

Your recent review of James 
P. Cannon’s book, “The History 
of American Trotskyism,” while 
otherwise thorough, failed to 
touch upon one aspect of the 
work which 1 believe merits com­
ment.

Cannon’s book has a signific­
ance beyond the recording of the 
history of American Trotskyism. 
I t  is an important addition to 
the Marxist defense of Bolshevism 
against Souvarinism, which con­
tends that Stalinism is an inevi­
table outgrowth of Bolshevism.

Benjamin Gitlow in his at­
tempted chronicle of the Ameri­
can Communist Party, “I  Con­
fess,” aligned himself with these 
idealistic interpreters of Stalin­
ism by contending that the degen­
eration of the American CP was 
caused by the evil methods and 
immorality of the Commuhist 
leaders. His attempted explana­
tion of the bitter factional bat­
tles that wracked the early Com­
munist movement was devoid of 
any Marxist meaning, to say 
nothing of its neglect of fact.

I t  remained for a Trotskyist to 
defend successfully the early peri­
od of the American CP against 
such renegades, and that is as 
it should be, for in the words of 
Cannon. “We must not surrender, 
we cannot In  -justice and truth 
surrender, the tradition of the 
first years of American Commun­
ism. That belongs to u! and 
upon that we have built.”

Souvarine and his ilk have re­
turned to idealism. For them 
the method, the morality, the in­
dividual’s character, the Idea de­
termines social forms and change. 
Cannon explodes the theory that 
the evil methods, the immoral 
personal struggle for power were 
the basic causes of the factional 
struggles within the C.P., by his 
demonstration of the material 
class basis which in the last ana­
lysis determines the character and 
origin of factional struggles. Thus 
he re-establishes the validity of 
the method of Marxism.

This book should be read to­
gether with Cannon’s earlier 
published work, "The Struggle 
for a Proletarian Party,” which 
continues the history of Ameri­
can Trotskyism through the criti­
cal factional struggle with the 
petty-bourgeois opposition in 1939.

Together these two volumes are 
important contributions to the 
study of the ¿pplication of the 
theory of Histor.c Materialism 
to the problem of working class 
organizations. For one seeking 
to understand the method of 
building and the nature of a Bol­
shevik party these works are re­
quired reading.

M. Knight 
New York

Tee Davis
Editor:

A nation-wide campaign to se­
cure a pardon for Tee Davis, Ne­
gro tenant farmer of Edmond­
son, Arkansas, who is serving a 
ten year imprisonment for al­
leged ¡assault with iaten* to kill, 
has been launched by the Work­
ers Defense League, in coopera­
tion with the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union of which Davis 
was an active member.

In  March 1943, three deputy 
sheriffs attempted at night to 
break into Davis’s house with­
out a search warrant. They claim­
ed to be searching homes follow­
ing a thieving complaint. One 
of the deputies, finding Davis’s 
door locked, began kicking it in, 
shouting, “Open up, you God­
damned black son-ef-a-bitch!”

Davis, in an attempt to fright­
en off the unknown marauders 
and protect hip family, fired a 
shot through the lower part of 
his door. The deputy fired back. 
No one was injured. Davis was 
subsequently arrested and con­
victed on a frame-up charge, al­
though even the Arkansas law 
upholds the right of a  citizen to 
defend his home.

All defenders, of civil rights 
and opponents of Jim-Crow “jus­
tice” are urged by the Workers 
Defense League' to write or wire 
immediately to Arkansas Govern­
or Homer M. Adkins, urging a 
Christmas pardon for Davis.

S. G.
New York

Steel Case
Editor:

The WLB Steel directive that 
was handed down on November 
25 and hailed by Murray as a 
“great victory”, has not been well 
received by the steel workers. —  
the ones who are affected by the 
decision. Instead there is real

disappointment with the results.
The greatest resentment to the 

“great victory” comes from the 
workers who work straight days, 
the forgotten men and women in 
steel. They received a few minor 
concessions but these are all in­
significant and therefore they are 
very dissatisfied with the results. 
They believe that there will not 
be any general wage increase 
now. They feel that the directive 
just about settled the whole case 
and that they are left holding 
the bag. Many of them are 
threatening to quit the union as 
a protest against this betrayal; 
others are seeing the failure of 
the no-strike policy and the pol­
icy of relying on government 
boards to make decisions for the 
union. They are starting to re­
cognize that the policy of the 
Murray leadership and its sub­
servience to the government, re­
sults only in defeats or minor 
concessions at best.

The workers on the swing turns 
who received the 4 and 6 cents 
for the afternoon and midnight 
tricks, had a similar letdown but 
it was not as great because they 
received an average of 3 1/3 
cents per l\iQur increase with a 
little back pay. But it  is a long 
way from what they were ex­
pecting and their hopes for a 
general raise are pretty well 
gone. J.

Youngstown, O.

Negroes Last
Editor:

Overseas American. N e g r o  
troops, numbering more than 
400,000, will be the last to be sent 
home, according to Undersecre­
tary of War Patterson. Under 
the system devised by the Army, 
men in combat un.its w ill be re­
leased first. Since most of the 
Negro troops are segregated into 
“service” or labor battalions, they 
will return home last.

When it comes to getting and 
holding a job in, industry under 
American capitalism, the Negro 
worker is the last to be hired and 
the first to be fired. But when it 
comes to being drafted into a 
Jim-Crow army supposed to be 
fighting a “war for democracy,” 
the Negro worker is the last to 
be “fired” — sent home.

B. S.
Detroit

France
50.000 men and women attend­

ed the huge mass meeting at the 
Velodrome D ’Hiver, Paris’ ver­
sion of New Yoi'k’s Madison 
Square Garden, to hear Maurice 
Thorez, Secretary of the French 
Stalinist party. Thorez had just 
returned from Moscow after De 
Gaulle pardoned him for military 
desertion.

Togliatti, we know, on return­
ing to Italy from Moscow offered 
the Italian masses the govern­
ment of Badoglio and King Vic­
tor Emmanuel. Here is what Tho­
rez offered the French masses: 
“Wage war!”, he said, “ . . . until 
final victory, until we reach Ber­
lin! That is our sole job at the 
present time . . . We can, we 
must make our own guns, tanks 
and planes . . .  We can, we must 
have- 20, 30, 40 or more (Arm y) 
divisions . . .”

Holland
Revolutionary unrest inside 

“liberated” territories of Europe 
is not limited to Greece, Belgium 
and Italy. Evidence is accumul­
ating that resistance to the re­
turn, of the old pre-war capitalist 
regimes, which found refuge in 
England, exists throughout Eu­
rope. We learn of growing un­
rest in Holland and Czecho­
slovakia which before the war, 
were listed among the “liberal” 
and “democratic” countries.

Reporting the statement of 
Premier Pieter Gerbrandy, of the 
Netherlands Government-In-Ex­
ile, on his return from the Allied- 
occupied section of Holland, the 
N. Y. Times correspondent John 
MacCormac wrote last week that 
Gerbrandy declared “it was pos­
sible that his Government might 
have to face there difficulties si­
milar to those in Belgium and 
Greece.”

Gerbrandy hastened to add that 
“this was not probable since mea­
sures were already being taken 
to avert them.” Those measures 
include the promised resignation 
of his government “when Queen 
Wilhelmina has returned to the to

Netherlands” and “his replace-S 
ment by somebody who has the 
confidence of the Netherlands re­
sistance movement.” In  short, 
Gerbrandy is promising some 
form of coalition set-up with the 
collaboration of the various 
“working-class” political parties 
but in support of the old capital­
ist-monarchical system.

Unfortunately, according to 
Gerbrandy, the Dutch people will 
be unable to elect their own gov­
ernment “for two years” because 
“500,000 Netherlanders are in 
Germany” and the electoral reg­
isters in many places “have been 
burned by saboteurs.” So the 
government which was brought 
in with the Allied bayonets will 
continue to rule “with the assis­
tance of the interim Parliament” 
in which the resistance forces 
are promised “the predominant 
voice.”

But Gerbrandy indicated the 
“danger of unrest” is very acute 
under Allied rule because of the 
food situation, which has already 
resulted in wide-spread hunger 
strikes and a general railroad 
strike. The greatest problem 
that his Government will have to 
face, he concluded, is the famine 
threatening the occupied area, 
where city people this freek have 
no butter, fat, sugar or beans, 
no fuel and only 600 grams of 
bread each.

Czechoslovakia
The Czechoslovak Government- 

In-Exile, headed by Eduard Be- 
hes, is also “determined to avoid 
any clash with the resistance 
forces in its country or any call­
ing in of Allied armies to keep 
the peace,” the London corres­
pondent of the N. Y. Times wired 
on December 13.

Benes is promising that when 
“the whole country has been 
freed” 'that a “constitutional as­
sembly is to be elected which 
will agree on a new electoral 
law.” But until the Czech 
masses have a “law” on how 
to conduct elections, they are 

be governed by a coali-

Two Forces
The former pro-Nazi col­

laborationists in France, the 
big business interests, have 
begun to look on General de 
Gaulle as a “saviour,” while 
the anti-fascist masses are 
becoming increasingly hostile 
to him. Time magazine recently 
reported:

“At Maubeuge a fortnight 
ago the Francs-Tireurs Par­
tisans, the Communist - in­
fluenced section of the F.F .I. 
sentenced five collaborationists 
to death. General de Gaulle 
pardoned two (industrialists) 
of them. The F.T.P. took 
these two out and shot them 
anyway. A t Toulouse, when 
General de Gaulle refused to 
receive the resistance leaders, 
the rank and file tried to 
arrest him.

“But de Gaulle also received 
new support. France au Com­
bat, a rightist resistance 
-group, which was strongest in 
the south of France, announced 
that it was solidly behind the 
Government. I t  planned to 
e x p a n d  its organization 
throughout Paris and the 
provinces, to publish a daily 
and a weekly paper, to oppose 
lynchings and private execu­
tions of the kind carried out 
by the Patriotic M ilitia. Its 
mottoes: ‘De Gaulle our Presi­
dent’ ; ‘De Gaulle and Order’.”

tion regime, naturally formed 
by Benes, “in w h i c h the 
partisans and the exiles will be 
represented.”

Thus, everywhere in “liber­
ated” Europe the old discredited 
regimes are seeking to crawl 
back into power with the aid of 
Allied arms and by the device of 
hand-picked coalition regimes. 
The “Peoples Front” facade is 
the cover for reactionary capital­
ist rule and is everywhere in­
tended to confuse the insurgent 
masses, divert their struggle 
against capitalism and avert the 
inevitable revolutionary wave. ^

Some Character Witnesses 
For Roosevelt Appointees

Big Business is drooling at the mouth to clamp its 
jaws on the $100 billion worth of government-built 
plants, equipment and other war “surpluses.” To 
“expedite” the “disposal” of this vast public wealth, 
Congress has set up a 3-man board. Last week, a 
Senate committee approved Roosevelt’s nomination of 
ex-Governor Hurley of Connecticut and Lt. Col. 
Heller to the board, after hearing testimony about 
their “qualifications.”

A string of industrialists, bankers and corporation 
lawyers appeared as “character witnesses” for the two 
nominees, who were under fire for their connections 
with a shady deal whereby the government guaranteed 
a $2,000,000 loan to the Narragansett Manufacturing 
Company of Rhode Island. Hurley was made a vice- 
president of the company in order to bolster its 
“credit standing.” Col. Heller, a wealthy California 
industrialist, approved the loan for the government.

Col. Heller’s major qualification for the post, ac­
cording to Randolph C. Walker, president of the A ir­
craft Accessories Corp., is that he is “one of the five 
leading industrialists in California, with a keen 
analytical mind and the highest reputation for in­
tegrity.” Chauncey Tramultolo, San Francisco, 
corporation lawyer, avowed that it  was inconceivable 
“that any body could have a fairer, more upright and 
more diligent type of person on the board.” And Carl 
B. Pitman, vice-president of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Boston, thought Heller would be an “excellent” 
selection, because he “has broad expeVience in bank­
ing and finance, good judgment and keen analytical 
ability.”

Such testimonials make it easy to understand the 
“qualifications” of Roosevelt’s choices. We may rest 
assured that the appointees will use “good judgment 
and keen analytical ability” as well as “diligence and 
integrity” in giving away government property to 
their fellow big-business associates.

, NAM Launches Campaign 
For ‘Free Enterprise’

A nation-wide propaganda campaign to boost the 
merits of the capitalist “free enterprise” system and 
Hood the press with anti-labor poison is being set 
afoot this week by the National Association of 
Manufacturers.

The campaign is being financed by the big corpora­
tions as part of their open-shop offensive in prepara­
tion for the “post-war era.” “Local” manufacturers, 
in addition to their contributions for N A M  advertise­
ments, will carry “tie-in” advertisements in their local 
newspapers.

According to N A M  executives, the campaign is in­
tended to persuade the public that fu ll employment 
and prosperity can be realized only if  the capitalists 
have a “free hand” to control industry as they please 
without “government interference.” Specifically, they 
want elimination of corporation profits taxes, removal 
of legislative safeguards for union collective bargain­
ing rights, “disposal” of all government-built war 
plants for a song to the monopolies, and a starving 
army of unemployed who might be whipped by hunger 
into taking jobs at sub-union wages.

The N A M  plans to spread its propaganda in the 
daily newspapers of every city of more than 50,000. 
I t  intends to utilize the foreign language press as well. 
Millions of dollars are expected to be poured into the 
hands of the “free” press, which, supported in this 
fashion by big business, will supplement the N A M ’s 
paid advertising with fulsome editorials and “news” 
in praise of “free enterprise” monopoly capitalism.

The N A M ’s financial resources are virtually un­
limited, because of the monumental war profits of the 
corporations. Wherever possible, however, the fin­
ancing of such advertising will be added to “costs” 
in “cost-plus” war contracts. The bulk of the ad­
vertising will be paid for by deductions from 
corporation income taxes.

Unions Assail Anti-Labor 
Munitions Shortage Hoax

Immediately following Roosevelt’s “great progres­
sive” election victory, the administration and its 
military officials intensified their campaign against 
labor’s rights. Advocates of the forced labor National 
Service Act and the “incentive pay” speed-up system 
started a clamor about dire “shortages” of munitions, 
painting lurid visions of American troops dying for 
lack of ammunition because “slackers” were leaving 
warplants for the “security” of “peacetime” jobs.

Although Secretary of W ar Stimson himself has 
pointed out that the alleged “shortages” are only 
“potential” and that any lack of munitions at the 
front has been due primarily to transportation dif­
ficulties, the anti-labor drive behind the spurious 
claim of “shortages” continues unabated. This cam­
paign of fear and misrepresentation initiated for anti­
labor purposes is bringing forth increasing protest 
from the labor movement.

The latest issue of Labor, weekly publication of 15 
railways unions, assails this anti-labor dj-ive as an 
attempt of “brass hats who made wretchedly poor 
guessers as to what would win the war” to throw the 
responsibility onto labor. “There is no manpower 
shortage that the labor unions and the labor depart­
ment can’t handle i f  officials will just stop scaring 
the people in the hope that tjiey can cover up their 
own mistakes.”

Similar protests were voiced simultaneously on 
December 15 by the American Federation of Labor 
and the United Mine Workers. John Green, President 
of the CIO Marine and Shipbuilding Workers, 
publicly challenged the government claim of “short­
ages” due to “slackers.” He pointed out that 
thousands of ship yard workers are being fired due 
to cutbacks and are experiencing great difficulty in 
securing reemployment.

I t  will be recalled that Roosevelt has long advocated 
a forced labor law. He partially circumvented the 
reluctance of Congress to pass such a law by decree 
measures issued through the W ar Manpower Com­
mission. Then, prior to the elections Roosevelt soft- 
peddled the issue. Now, “safely” ensconced in the 
White House once more, Roosevelt is pressing his 
anti-labor program harder than ever.


