
Big Complaints, 
No Action Marks 
AFL Convention

B y  A r t  P r e is

The annual gathering of labor fakers, time-servers and pen­
sioners who head the American Federation of Labor and its 
affiliated unions was concluded last week in New Orleans. For 
almost two weeks some 600 delegates deliberated on the wage- 
freeze and impending unemployment, world peace, political 
action, unity of labor and the sins of the CIO. A ll w'as staid 
decorum— except when internal issues of jurisdictional “ raiding”  
and the "Class B” membership r  
status of Negro workers were 
under discussion.

Never did the A F L . c itadel of 
na rrow  and d iv is ive  craft-un ion- 
ism, meet under such seemingly 
favorable auspices. The conven­
t io n  came a t the crest of a war- 
im pelled boom w hich has ra sed 
the A F L  to a claimed a ll-tim e 
membership peak of nearly  7,000- 
000 workers. Fresh forces have \ 
been flood ing  in to  the A F L  by I 
hundreds of thousands. B u t the j 
s p ir it  of the tired , old bureau­
crats -at the helm has r.ot been 
lifte d  in  the least.

V exing problems beset them on 
a ll sides. From  w ith in , there 
were the eternal ju r is d ic tio n a l 
squabbles, the ins is ten t demand 
of the more than 1,000,000 Negro 
members fo r  “ first-class c itizen­
sh ip ”  status in  tlce ir unions, and, 
ebove a ll, the m ounting  pressure 
e f the ranks fo r decisive action to 
break the wage-freezing L it t le  
Steel Form ula.

F rom  w ith ou t, they “ viewed 
w ith  a la rm ”  the g row ing  strength 
o f in d u s tr ia l un ion ism  as embo­
died in  the CIO and shook then- 
heads do le fu lly  over the dism al 
prospects of im pending mass un ­
employment. The fears of the 
c ra ft un ion moguls on both these,
JcoFes derived to a certa in  extent 
from  a s ing le  consideration.: each 
fa c to r  in its  own w ay constitutes 
a  th rea t to  the steady increase 
in  fees, dues and kick-backs 
w h ich  provide necessary compen­
sation fo r  the to il and troub le 
which besets the average A F L  
“ labo r statesm an.”

C R IT IC IS M — NO A C T IO N
At. times,* both in  th e ir  resolu­

tions and speeches, the A F L  
chiefs pe rm itted  themselves a de­
gree of pe tu lant com pla in t and 
c r it ic is m  against the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n ’s anti-labor p o li­
cies. B u t i t  would he a m istake 
to th in k  these old-line A lfL  bu r­
eaucrats in tend to pursue any 
more m il ita n t and vigorous po li­
cy than  the CIO leaders in  de­
fense of labo r’s interests.

Thus, the convention became 
m om enta rily  steamed up over the 
re fusa l of the ad m in is tra tion  to 
m od ify  the L it t le  Steel Form ula 
and the wage-freeze. The resolu­

“ Faith-Healers”
W hen the N. Y . Tim es ran 

an ed ito ria l, “ Inev itab le  Social­
is m ? ”  which evinced concern 
about the su rv iva l o f ca p ita l­
ism in Europe, Robert M inor, 
S ta lin is t colum nist, proclaim ed 
in the Dec. 1 D a ily  W orke r: 
“ M ore F a ith , G entlem en!”  He 
sought to bo lster the fla g g in g  
convictions o f J. P. M organ’s 
paper by s ta t in g : “ Considering 
the m a tte r in  the less long- 
ranged term s o f tim e, as a 
proposition  o f our im m ediate 
postwar years— I  repeat th a t 
the Tim es could a ffo rd  a firm e r 
and more assured fa ith  in  
cap ita lism .”

However, not a ll the incan­
ta tions  o f the new S ta lin is t 
“ fa ith -h ea le rs ”  w ill,  be able to 
save dy ing cap ita lism !

tions com m ittee report, unan im ­
ously adopted, called the wage- 
freeze a “ one-man ed ic t”  and the 
refusal of the W LB  to recom­
mend its  m odifica tion, a “ shock­
in g  spectacle.”  The reso lu tion 
even procla im ed th a t the L it t le  
Steel F orm u la  was a  “ be traya l”  
of the “ understand ing”  w h ich  led 
the A F L  and other top labor bu r­
eaucrats to surrender labo r’s 
r ig h t to s trike . B ut when i t  came 
to ACTION, a ll th is  heat was 
dissipated in to  a proposal to send 
another A F L  com m ittee to the 
W hite  House to “ impress”  upon 
Roosevelt the need to lift, the 
wage-freeze. M eekly, the resolu­
tion  winds up: “ W hichever way 
the decision goes, we w i l l  not 
rock the boat.”  The no-strike 
pledge was dem onstra tive ly  and 
unanim ously reaffirm ed.

T h is same slav'shness to the 
ad m in is tra tion  behind the b luster 
of bureaucrats was s tr ik in g ly  i l ­
lustra ted by A F L  Secretary- 
T reasurer George Meany. Speak­
in g  on “ post-war problem s" and 
the need fo r high wages and fu l l  
production to m a in ta in  employ­
ment, Meany chose to assail Roos­
eve lt’s pre-election, prom ise of 60,- 
000,000 “ post-war jobs.”  “ A ny 
public o ffic ia l who te lls the peo­
ple they w ill have 60,000,000 post-

Allied-Backed Puppet Government
Provokes Civil Warfare In Greece

> -------------------------------------

Unarmed Demonstrators Shot 
Down By Papandreou’s Police

(Continued on pagp 4)

CRDC CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
GETS SPLENDID RESPONSE

Contributions from Labor organizations and individual 
defenders of civil liberties are pouring in to ‘the C iv il Rights 
Defense Committee’s 85,000 Christmas Fund to provide Christ­
mas gifts and relief to the 12 Minneapolis Labor Case prisoners 
and their dependent families. The Christmas Fund w ill also 
enable the CROC to continue th_e fight for unconditional pardon 
of all 18 Trotskyist and CIO
Truckdrivers Local 544 leaders, 
who were imprisoned under the 
Smith “ Gag” Act.

Over 5600 was added to the 
fund las t Saturday n ig h t when 
several hundred frien ds  o f the 
CRDC partic ipated in  a h ig h ly  
successful Christm as Fund Ba­
zaar held under the auspices of 
the  New York Committee of the 
CRDC. Many beau tifu l objects, 
je w e lry  and o ther goods c o n tri­
buted by sym path izers were sold 
fo r the Christm as Fund. The a f­
fa ir  featured an auction of o r i­
g ina l pa in tings, a r t works and 
books, in c lud in g  autographed vo l­
umes by the noted novelists .la­
mes T. F a rre ll and John Dos 
Passos and the recently-published 
au tob iog raphy o f Rose Pesotta, a 
vice-president of the ILG W U -A FL.

CRDC con tribu to rs  are sending 
in  hearten ing expressions of sup­
p o rt fo r the M inneapolis Labor 
Case v ic tim s  and the w ork  of the 
CRDC.- One le tte r states: “ E n­
closed please find my con tribu tion  
to  provide re lie f and Christm as 
cheer fo r the im prisoned m en’s 
fam ilies.

Am erica  needs more men o f th is  
ca libre , men who have the courage 
o f th e ir  convictions. Le t me ex­
press the hope th a t the e ffo rts  
p u t fo r th  in  th e ir  beha lf w i l l  be 
abundantly  successful. I t  is  the

Martin Dies Plans 
Labor Spy Agency

Unable any longer to  con­
duct his red -, ba itin g , a n ti­
labor racke t at public expense, 
ex-Congrcssman M a rt in  Dies, 
o f the ill- fa m e d  Dies C om m it­
tee is  p lann ing to  continue his 
profession w ith  p r iva te  cap ita l. 
He is reported p repa ring  to 
establish his own super labor 
spy agency, devoted to  se lling  
to corpora tions the in fo rm a ­
tion  he collected as a Con­
gressional red - ba ite r.

B u re a u c ra ts  S h ie ld  R o o seve lt 
I n  ‘ W a g e  S ta b i l iz a t io n ’ F r a u d

du ty  o f every th in k in g  person to 
con tribu te  w hat is possible to th is  
cause.”

A  Chicago w o rke r w rites: “ E n­
closed find check to help the un­
ju s tly  im prisoned workers and 
th e ir  fam ilies  in  the M inneapolis 
Labor Case. We w i l l  wake up 
some day to realize and under­
stand th a t th is  figh t is fo r a ll 
workers. W orkers who take a 
stand against th is  system in 
th e ir  own courts sure ly deserve 
help and encouragem ent fro m  a ll 
w orkers.”

From  a New Y ork  seaman 
comes the message: “ Ever since 
my belated in troduction- to the 
facts concerning the M inneapolis 
Labor Case I have fe lt the desire 
to help its  v ic tim s. As a reader 
of The M i l i ta n t  I found the a r t i­
cle on your campaign and w ish 
to help by c o n trib u tin g  the en­
closed check.”

A le tte r from  D e tro it says: “ I  
am enclosing donation fo r  the 
prisoners. . . Yours fo r  a w orld  
w ithou t wars, w ith o u t depressions, 
w ith o u t bosses and w ith ou t ja ils .”

C ontribu tions to the CRDC 
Christm as Fund should be sent to 
James T. F a rre ll, Chairm an, 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, 
160 F if th  Avenue, New Y ork  10, 
N . Y.

Littell Testimony 
Bares Scandal In 
Justice Dept.

B y W ells  T h u rb e r
In the past week the lid  was 

lifted on Roosevelt’s Depart­
ment of Justice, again revealing 
how its wheels turn in favor of 
Big Business and the political 
favorites of the administration. 
The scandal came to light when 
Roosevelt fired from govern­
ment service Norman Litte ll, 
Assistant Attorney General.

D u rin g  the w ar L i t te l l  has 
found h im se lf three tim es before 
Congressional Com m ittees forced 
to make exposes so sensational 
th a t in  peacetime they would 
have rocked the nation, as did 
the Tea Pot Domé scandal of the  
ill-fam ed H a rd ing  A d m in is tra ­
tion .

F irs t  expose made by L it te l l

B y H a rvey  B ro w n
The nauseous.role of the labor fakers in screening Roosevelt’s 

responsibility for driving down the workers' standard of living 
is becoming a stink in the nostrils of union militants. The tech­
nique employed by the labor skates is to direct their criticism 
at the puppets who carry out Roosevelt’s orders. That sanc­
timonious fraud, "Honest” Phil Murray, gave an exhibition of 
this technique at the recent CIO convention by attacking George 
W. Taylor, vice-chairman of the WLB for "originating”  the 
L ittle  Steel formula. "Taylor should resign,”  brayed Murray 
amid the cheers of the time-servers and bootlickers who packed 
the convention. But Roosevelt 
had demonstratively refused to 
accept the resignations of 
Taylor, Davis, Byrnes —  the 
puppets who carry out his policy 
— just a few weeks before. What 
about Roosevelt. . . P

(Continued on page 2)

When Roosevelt presented his 
“ seven-point s tab iliza tion  p ro­
gram ” in  A p r i l 1942, he p roc la im ­
ed: “ I believe tha t s tab iliz ing  the 
cost of l iv in g  w i l l  mean tha t 
wages in  general can and should 
be kept a t ex is ting  scales.”  I t  
was on the basis of Roosevelt’s 
coun te rfe it “ s tab iliza tion ”  prom ­
ise tha t the W LB  established the 
L it t le  Steel fo rm ula . Appended 
to the fo rm u la  was the lie  tha t 
the “ seven-point program ”  would 
prevent any fu rth e r rise in  the 
cost of l iv in g  a fte r May 1942. 
Therefore, wages were frozen as 
of th a t date. W’as i t  Roosevelt’s 
puppet, or the puppet-master h im ­
self who pulled the s trings and 
who “ o rig in a ted ” tho  wage 
freeze?

A g a in — in the m idst o f the coal

m iners wage dispute in  1943, 
Roosevelt issued his in fam ous 
“ ho ld -the-line”  decree, o rdering  
his henchmen on the W LB  to re ­
pulse a ll wage demands which 
w ent beyond the L i t t le  Steel 
fo rm u la . The m iners fou gh t

th rough  fo u r b it te r  s trikes  to w in  
a few  p a ltry  concessions. They 
fou gh t A G A IN S T  Roosevelt, h is 
puppets and his labor lackeys 
who kn ife d  the m iners in  the 
back.

W hen the  W age S tab iliza tion  
A ct was before Congress fo r re­
newal las t March, the A F L  pe ti­
tioned fo r an upward rev is ion of 
the L it t le  Steel fo rm ula . The la ­
bor reporter fo r the ,V. Y. Times, 
M arch 16, in fo rm s us: “ The A F L  
pe tition  came before the Labor 
Board today a fte r Vice Chairm an 
T ay lo r had reported th a t when 
he sought to arrange fo r a six- 
man, d iv is ion  of the board to con-

General Strike Leads to Violent Clashes 
Between Workers and British Armed Forces

B y Joseph Hansen

T he  streets o f  A thens ra n  w ith  w o rk e rs ’ b lo o d  as 
A llie d  tro o p s  sought to  conso lida te  the  c o u n te r­
re v o lu t io n  in  Greece. A  h a il o f  m ach ine -gun  b u lle ts  
was the  A llie d  re p ly  to  p ro tests  o f  the  G reek peop le  
against d is a rm in g  o f  the  resistance fo rces  w ho  had 
fo u g h t Nazi occup a tion  and paved the  way f o r  the  
la n d in g  o f  A ll ie d  tro op s . In c ip ie n t c iv i l  w a r was

p ro vo ke d  by  th e  Papan- 
d re ou  p u p p e t g ove rn m e n t 
backed by  th e  a rm ed  
m ig h t o f  the  B r it is h  
a rm ies  o f  occupa tion .

The co n flic t began when L t. 
Gen. Ronald M . Scobie, A llie d  
Commander in  Greece, issued an 
order to  the e ffe c t th a t i f  “ armed 
E L A S  pa tro ls  continued to  enter 
A thens and its  environs, con tra ry  
to  agreement, they would be Re­
qu ired by B r it is h  troops to  d is ­
arm .”  Scobie pressed the E L A S  
chiefs, p r in c ip a lly  S ta lin is ts , to 
g ive up a ll arm s before December 
11. The S ta lin is ts  who head E A M  
signed the agreem ent. The E LA S  
heads, no t ye t sure o f th e ir  a b il­
i t y  to  ge t aw ay w ith  a sfellout, 
s ta lled  fo r  tim e. W hen Scobie in ­
sisted on disarm am ent, s ix  mem­
bers o f the puppet Papandreou 
eaifîrtet, a ll be longing to  the S ta l­
in is t-con tro lled  E A M  (N a tio n a l 
L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t)  resigned. Pop­
u la r resentm ent to  Scobic’s order 
was great, fo r  R oya lis ts  were 
pa rad ing  the streets armed to  the 
teeth.

D e fy in g  a ban o f P rem ier Pa­
pandreou, the w orkers  o f A thens 
staged a mass dem onstra tion 
aga ins t the cou n te r-revo lu tiona ry  
policies be ing fo is te d  upon them . 
Eye-w itnesses g ive a g raph ic  des­
c r ip tio n  o f w h a t happened on 
Dec. 3:

P O LIC E  O P E N  F IR E

Several thousand p e r s o n s  
marched in to  C o nstitu tion  Square. 
“ The crowd, c a rry in g  flag s , was 
peaceful and was absolute ly  un ­
armed. M any carried  babies in  
th e ir  arm s. Women and ch ild ren  
were num erous.”  As th is  proces­
sion marched in to  the tra p , the re  
were shouts, “ Long live  Roos­
eve lt,”  according to the press. 

Then, as i f  a t a s igna l, “ Greek

(Continued on page 4)

Allies Thrust 
Monarchy To Fore 
In Italian Crisis

B y R oy Lew is
The iron hand of counter­

revolution is tightening on the 
throat of the Italian revolution. 
In their effort to maintain 
tottering Italian capitalism the 
Allies want to disarm the work­
ers, stabilize the monarchy, 
protect high-ranking officials of 
the former fascist regime from 
the wrath of the people. The 
Allies are now speaking sharply 
and insistently over the heads 
of their puppets, trying to stifle 
the rapidly mounting revol­
utionary anger o f the masses. 
This is the essential explanation 
of the Allied maneuvers which 
culminated November 26 in the 
resignation of the five and a 
half month old Bonomi cabinet.

T h a t p a rt of I ta ly  today occu­
pied by the A llie s  is s p lit  iu to  
two opposing camps. One of 
these camps is c lin g in g  desper­
a te ly  to the  r ig h t, to the A llie d  
conquerors. T h is  is  the ru lin g  
bourgeoisie w ith  its  m onarchy, 
its  priests, fascist butchers and 
Quislings. The o ther camp, the 
w o rk in g  class, is p u llin g  w ith  en­
ormous power to the le ft. The- 
'“ Socialists,”  S ta lin is ts  and Ac- 
tion is ts  —- pa rties  under heavy 
pressure from  the masses but 
serv ing  the bourgeosie — are do­
in g  eve ry th ing in  th e ir  power to 
drag back the workers, h a lt the 
class s trugg le , freeze po litics  un­
t i l  the w ar is “ won.”

The workers, in s is te n tly  surg-

(Continued fro m  page 3) (C ontinued on page 5)

SWP Program Of Expansion

UAW  Officials Plot 
To Hide Wage Fiasco

B y R . B e ll
News of a conspiracy to suppress the fact that the War Labor 

Board had rejected the demands of 75,000 Chrysler workers has 
just come to light. Parties to the conspiracy were the top leader­
ship of the United Automobile Workers Union, CIO, the Chrysler 
Corporation and the Roosevelt Administration. The WLB 
decision, reached three weeks before the November 7 election, 
was kept secret from the public. To our knowledge, none of the 
large metropolitan dailies carried any account of the "settlement” 
of this highly important wage dispute. The only publication that' 
carried a report of the decision, 
one month after the event,- is 
the magazine Business Week, 
which has a limited circulation 
among corporation executives 
and business men.

In  com m enting on the news

blackout a r o u n d  the W LB  
action the Novem ber 25 issue o f 
Business Week says: “ Observers 
on the labo r f ro n t  were, perp lex-

We re p r in t herew ith  fo r  the in fo rm a tio n  o f our readers a p a rt 
o f the o rgan iza tiona l re p o rt de livered by M. S tein, A c tin g  N a tion a l 
Secretary o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty , to  the E leventh N a tion a l 
Convention o f the A m erican T ro ts k y is t movement held in  New 
Y o rk  Nov. 16-20. I t  deals w ith  the proposed program  o f expansion 
o f the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty . These proposals were unanim ously 
adopted by the convention delegates.

B y M . S te in
F or the next period o f our p a r ty ’s ac tiv itie s  we are proposing a 

rounded p rog ram  o f expansion, em bracing a ll aspects o f our w ork. 
We are proposing a bold p rogram  th a t w i l l  mean a g re a t fo rw a rd  
leap fo r  our movement. I t  is  proposed, in  add ition , th a t we c a rry  
o u t ’ th is  p rog ram  by the same Bolshevik cam paign methods which 
have characterized our recent a c tiv ity .

In  in tro du c ing  th is  program  le t us f irs t  state b r ie f ly  the main 
m o tiv a tin g  fac to rs  fro m  w hich the proposals f lo w :

(1) O ur m ain task, th a t o f b reak ing  out o f iso la tion  and steering 
a course to  the w o rk in g  masses, s t i l l  lies ahead o f us. No m a tte r 
how our p rogram  stands the tes t o f events; no m a tte r how correct 
our ideas; no m a tte r how ju s t our cause, unless we succeed in  
b r id g in g  the gap between our sm all revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  and the 
masses, we w il l  never fu l f i l l  our m ission and w i l l  go down in h is ­
to ry  as another fa ilu re .

(2 ) W h ile  in  the past our slow, modest g ro w th  was conditioned 
by an un favorable ob jective s itua tion , the re  is a rad ica l s h if t  

ta k in g  place today, a s h if t  th a t is bound to o ffe r  us great op­
po rtun ities . The w orkers are becoming restless under the burdens 
the im p e ria lis t ru le rs  have imposed on them. They are becoming 
dis illusioned w ith  the im p e ria lis t w ar aims. T h is  was re flected in 
the trade  union conventions held in  the recent m onths. I t  was re ­
flected m ost v iv id ly  in  the L A W  convention and the s trugg le  
against the no -s trike  pledge. The slogan fo r  rescind ing the no­
s tr ik e  pledge, which not so long ago had been our exclusive slogan, 
has become the slogan o f masses o f w orkers.

The sentim ent fo r  independent p o lit ic a l action  among- the m il i­
tan ts  in  the trade unions has been g ro w in g  stronger. Even though

the PAC  has succeeded in  s ide track ing  th is  m ovem ent fo r  the p u r­
poses o f the election cam paign th is  year, we can say con fidently  
th a t the m ovem ent fo r  fin independent labo r p a r ty  w i l l  g ro w  in  
s treng th  in  the ne x t stage. A n d  th is  slogan, too, w h ich  n o t so 
long ago was advanced a lm ost exc lus ive ly  by us, w i l l  in  the ne x t 
period become the slogan o f the trade  un ion m ilita n ts  nationa lly ,- 
ju s t as i t  has a lready become the slogan o f a g ro w in g  num ber o f 
trade  un ion m ilita n ts , especially in M ich igan.

(3) In  add ition , the re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg les occu rring  today on 
the European continent, s trugg les w h ich  are bound to  extend to 
the colonies, and w hich w i l l  g row  fiercer w ith  tim e, are also bound 
to have th e ir  repercussions on th is  continent.

(4) W e do no t need any new program . O ur A m erican reso lu tion  
has outlined the p o lit ic a l course th a t lies ahead o f us. I t  indicates 
the slogans th a t w i l l  become m ost ap p ro p ria te  a t the  n e x t stage. 
This reso lu tion  its e lf  makes no pretense o f p resenting a new p ro ­
gram . I t  bases its e lf  on the p rogram  o f the 4th In te rn a tio n a l and, 
in  p a rtic u la r, on the p ro g ra m  o f tra n s itio n a l demands adopted in  
1938 and supplemented la te r a t the ou tbreak o f the w a r w ith  our 
p ro le ta ria n  m il i ta ry  po licy. O ur course in  our a g ita tio n  fo r  an in ­
dependent labo r p a r ty  was mapped ou t in  1942 and th is  course 
applies today even m ore than  i t  did then.

Proceeding fro m  these considerations —  i.e. the know ledge th a t 
the ob jective s itu a tio n  w il l  be fa r  more favo rab le  than i t  has been 
in  m any je a rs , and the fa c t th a t we are armed-, and equipped w ith  
the correct p rogram  and w ith  the appropria te  slogans— we m ust 
s tr ik e  ou tw ard  to  an ever-increasing extent. We m ust reach out 
w ith  our ideas to  an eve r-greater num ber o f the m ost oppressed 
and exp lo ited sections o f the masses.

1. T H E  M IL IT A N T
The w onderfu l reception th a t The M il ita n t  has received fro m  

the new readers, th e ir  enthusiasm  fo r  our paper, indicates th a t 
The M il ita n t  is  the key to  our p ro g ra m  o f expansion. The M il i ta n t  
is the genera tor sup p ly ing  the power w ith  w h ich  the p a r ty  and

(Continued on page 2).

J u n io r Makes Good
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B y Joseph K e lle r

CIO Bureaucracy And The Stalinists
A n  ominous developm ent fo r  

organized labor is the g row ing  
a lliance between the top CIO 
bureaucrats, tra d it io n a l labor 
lieu tenan ts  o f cap ita lism , and the 
newest and m ost outspoken de­
fenders o f W a ll S treet's “ free  en­
te rp r is e ”  system, the S ta lin is ts . 
The recent CIO convention Re­
vealed increasing co llabora tion  be 
tween the M u rra y -H illm a n  lead­
ersh ip and the S ta lin is ts , fro m  
whose arsenal o f rab id ly  reaction ­
a ry  slogans and policies the CIO 
bureaucracy is bo rrow ing  to  an 
ever g re a te r extent.

Scarcely a ha ir lin e  o f d if fe r ­
ence exists between the M urra y - 
H illm a n  CIO convention reso lu­
tions and the s w ill re g u la r ly  
poured fo r th  by the S ta lin is t 
D a ily  W orker. These resolutions 
were dra fted , in  fac t, by Lee 
Pressman, w e ll-know n S ta lin is t 
agent and M u rra y ’s legal coun­
sel. Indeed, the D a ily  W orker, 
Dec. 1, published the m ain reso­
lu tio n s  in  a fou r page supplement, 
“ despite the shortage o f paper,”  
as “ a guide”  to a ll labor “ in  the 
solution o f fo re ign  and domestic 
problem s.”

T h is  S ta lin is t d isregard o f the 
paper shortage is understandable, 
p a rtic u la r ly  when one examines 
the key CIO reso lu tions on the 
r.o -s trike  po licy and “ post-w ar 
jobs.”  These are c le a rly  design­
ed to  la y  the basis fo r  the per­
m anent no -s trike  po licy  openly 
advocated by the S ta lin is ts .

*  *  *

A  sho rt w h ile  ago the CIO lead­
ers were a tte m p tin g  to qu ie t un­
re s t in the ranks by in tim a tin g  
th a t a fte r  G erm any’s defeat they 
would “ reconsider”  the no -s trike  
po licy. Now, the CIO leaders de­
mand, on th re a t o f d ire  pu n itive  
measures aga inst the m il ita n t 
ranks, th a t the “ no -s trike  pledge”  
be kep t as a “ sacred o b lig a tio n ”  
u n t il the “ complete destruction  of 
the German and Japanese m il i­
ta ry  forces.”

The reso lu tion  on “ post-w ar 
jobs”  makes i t  fu r th e r  apparent 
th a t the no -s trike  po licy  is in ­
tended to be perm anent. The 
“ post-w ar p ro g ra m ”  looks to 
no th ing  less than “ sincere cooper­
a tio n ”  between the the CIO  and 
the “ m any fo rw a rd -lo o k in g  indus­
t r ia l is ts ”  who “ w i l l  respect the 
r ig h ts  o f labor, ba rga in  w ith  the 
unions in good fa ith ,  and recog­
nize th a t pos t-w ar p ro spe rity  
m ust be b u ilt  upon increasing 
purchasing power and increased 
production .”

Such a fu tu re  fo r  A m erican la ­
bor, as envisioned by the CIO 
leaders, is  b u ilt  upon ro tten  
s traw , the reactionary  fic tion  of 
“ go od -w ill”  and harm onious col­
labo ra tion  between the ru lin g  
ca p ita lis t class and exp lo ited la ­
bor. T h is  is the w ill-o -th e -w isp  
—  the golden “ post-Teheran”  
ca p ita lis t era —  the S ta lin is ts  
have been using to lu re  tjie  w o rk ­
ers in to  the bottom less p it  o f per­
m anent no -s trike  surrender to  the 
bosses. I t  is w ith  th is  m yth  also 
th a t the CIO leaders hope to dis­
arm  the w orkers before the g rim  
rea litie s  ahead, when the em ploy­
in g  class and its  governm ent 
launch the fu l l  savagery o f th e ir  
open shop offensive,

¥  i  *

This tendency o f the CIO  b u r­
eaucrats to collabora te w ith  and 
adopt the m ost reac tiona ry  fea ­
tures o f the S ta lin is t trade union 
line  was fu r th e r  s tr ik in g ly  il lu s ­
tra te d  by CIO U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers  President, R. J. Thomas. 
In  his Nov. 27 in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
Associated Press, Thomas reach­
ed d ire c tly  in to  the D a ily  W orker 
cesspool in  h is desperation to  find 
some weapon to  h a lt  the upsurge 
aga inst the no -s trike  pledge in  
h is union. He seized upon one 
o f the fou les t s trikeb rea k ing  
slanders o f the S ta lin is ts , declar­
in g  th a t “ the w o rke r who s trikes 
w h ile  the w a r is on is g u ilty  of 
scabbing... is a 100 percent scab.”

T h is  te rm , t ra d it io n a lly  used

to brand strikebreakers, has been 
perverted by the S ta lin is ts  in to  
a slander aga inst the m il ita n t  de­
fenders o f la bo r’s r ig h ts . Thom ­
as f lin g s  i t  not on ly  a t the scores 
o f thousands o f auto w orkers who 
have gone on s tr ik e  du rin g  the 
w a r bu t a t the  m ore than  2,000,- 
000 lo ya l union men and women 
driven  by in to le rab le  wages and 
company provocations to  take 
w a rtim e  s tr ik e  action.

In  the past, the CIO leaders us­
u a lly  treated the S ta lin is ts  w ith  
g rea t reservations, i f  no t suspi­
cions and h o s tility . M u rra y  and 
H illm a n  purged the S ta lin is ts  
fro m  the steel and c lo th in g  w o rk ­
e rs , unions as “ reds”  and “ ra d i­
cals.”  Th is did not, o f course, 
prevent them  on occasion fro m  
accepting S ta lin is t a id  against 
m ilita n ts . B u t the in it ia t iv e  in  
devis ing po licy remained w ith  the 
o ld-line  “ labor statesm en.”  '

Now i t  is  the tra d it io n a l labor 
bureaucracy which borrows p o li­
cies fro m  the S ta lin is ts , who su r­
pass a ll in  th e ir  open subservi­
ence to W a ll S tree t and its  gov­
ernm ent. In  fac t, fo r  a b r ie f pe­
riod the old guard bureaucrats 
even paraded as “ m ilita n t”  by 
con trast w ith  the S ta lin is ts . Thus 
M urra y  denounced H a rry  Bridges 
fo r supporting  Roosevelt’s forced 
labor proposal. CIO  leaders con­
demned B ridges’ s trikeb rea k ing  
in the M ontgom ery W ard s tr ike . 
It. J. Thomas covered up his own 
s tr ikeb rea k ing  against the auto 
workers by decla im ing against 
the S ta lin is t proposal fo r  a per­
m anent no -s trike  pledge.

The S ta lin is ts  d u rin g  the past 
period took the lead in  advancing 
the fo rm u las o f be traya l because 
they are less dependent upon the 
Am erican labo r movem ent as a 
base. As agents o f the K rem lin , 
they serve Am erican cap ita lism  
in  obedience to S ta lin ’s fo re ign  
policies. The M urra ys  and H i l l ­
mans, however, are d irec t agents 
o f A m erican im peria lism  in  the 
labo r movement.

* * ,*
B ut in  the end, a ll the various 

bureaucratic and oppo rtun is t la ­
bor agents o f cap ita lism , w h a t­
ever th e ir  “ ideo log ica l”  d i f fe r ­
ences, are im pelled tow a rd  collab­
o ra tion . T h a t is determ ined f in ­
a lly  by the needs o f the im p e ri­
a lis ts  they serve and the acute­
ness o f the class strugg le . T o­
day, the im p e ria lis t w a r has sped 
up the class s trugg le  on a w o rld ­
w ide scale. In  A m erica , the 
g ro w in g  class c o n flic t is disclosed 
by the steady increase o f s trikes 
and the re v o lt aga inst the no­
s tr ik e  po licy  among the auto 
w orkers and o ther CIO unions.

T h e ir fe a r o f the im pend ing up ­
surge o f labor and th e ir  u n ity  in 
the service o f A m erican im p e ri­
a lism  is fo rc in g  the C IO  bureauc­
racy and the S ta lin is ts  in to  a l l i ­
ance aga inst the m ilita n ts . These 
common m otives and aims drew  
H illm a n  and B row der toge ther in 
the PAC and un ited a ll the top 
cliques a t the auto convention 
against the po w e rfu l d rive  to  res­
cind the no -s trike  pledge.

T h is  phenomenon is no t new, 
I t  recurs in  a ll countries when 
the s trugg le  between labo r and 
cap ita l approaches an acute 
p itch . S ta lin is ts  and pe tty - 
bourgeois “ rad ica ls”  jo ined in  the 
French Peoples F ro n t to  be tray 
the “ s it-dow n”  s trikes  and revo­
lu tio n a ry  offensive o f the w o rk ­
ers in  1936. A na rch is ts  and S ta l­
in is ts  combined aga inst the 
Spanish Revolution. So today, 
once more, the labor be trayers of 
a ll s tripes on both sides o f the 
A tla n tic  are beg inn ing to  huddle 
toge ther fo r  m utua l support. F o r 
they are confronted w ith  the 
greatest menace o f a ll to  th e ir 
bureaucratic in te rests  —  the r is ­
in g  European socia lis t revo lu tion  
and a resurgence o f labo r s tru g ­
gle in  Am erica  and E ngland on 
a h igher plane than ever before.

SWP Plans Big Expansion Drive
(Continued fro m  page 1)

a ll its  in s titu tio n s  w i l l  advance. T h is  is w hy we la y  p r im a ry  stress 
on The M il ita n t  in  ou r expansion program .

(a ) Concrete ly, we propose to  tra n s fo rm  The M il ita n t  in to  a 
b ig  na tiona l weekly. O ur a im  is a 50,000 c ircu la tion .

(b ) T h a t as soon as practicab le  The M il ita n t  be increased to
8 pages. We have seen w h a t a q u a lita tive  change has been made 
in  the paper when i t  was changed fro m  4 to  6 pages. The add ition  
o f 2 more pages w i l l  g ive us the chance to  add new popu lar 
fea tu res to the paper, to b rig h te n  i t  up much more, and to  g ive i t  
p roper balance fo r  our needs. !

(c) We propose to reduce the subscrip tion ra te  o f The M ilita n t 
to $1.00 per year.

(d ) We propose to  s ta r t  o f f  in  order to achieve the goal o f 
50,000 c ircu la tion , w ith  a cam paign fo r  10,000 new readers —  to 
be fo llow ed by a seiond subscrip tion  cam paign sometime before j 
the end o f 1945.

O ur job  is to  get more and more readers and le t The M il ita n t  
its e lf  do the job o f convincing them week in  and week out, thus 
d raw ing  them closer to  the p a rty . The s to rm y events o f the next 
period w il l  help us g re a tly . O ur ag ita tio n  in  our paper w ill be 
confirm ed by the experience o f the workers and w il l  find greater 
rece p tiv ity . O ur line  w ill ga in p la u s ib ility  in  the eyes o f the w o rk­
ers; p la u s ib ility  which w ill in  tim e become, transfo rm ed in to  con­
vic tion .

2 . B O O KS A N D  P A M P H LE T S
F or the pub lish ing  branch o f our ac tiv itie s , we propose to com­

plete as speedily as possible the pub lica tions p rogram  we have 
prom ised ea rlie r. Th is includes the pub lica tion  o f tw o  volumes o f 
Comrade T ro ts k y ’s “ F ive  Years o f the  C om inte rn”  and Comrade 
T ro ts k y ’s “ M an and H is Com m unist F u tu re .”

We propose, in  addition, th a t the incom ing com m ittee be in ­
structed to ou tline  a p rogram  o f pub lish ing  as m any as possible 
o f those o f Comrade T ro ts k y ’s w orks w h ich  have been ou t o f p r in t  
—  nam ely, the w r it in g s  on Germ any, France, etc. The new w o rk ­
ers jo in in g  our p a r ty  find i t  increas ing ly  d if f ic u lt  to fa m ilia r iz e  
themselves w ith  Comrade T ro ts k y ’s w r it in g s  th a t our movement 
had published ea rlie r, because m ost o f them  are out o f p r in t. We 
m ust make e x tra o rd in a ry  e ffo r ts  to  place these w rit in g s , th is  
M a rx is t treasure, a t the disposal o f the advanced Am erican 
workers.

In  addition, we propose the pub lica tion  o f popu lar pam phlets on 
tim e ly  topics. Such a pam ph le t on the labo r p a r ty  is now on the 
press. We are also p lann ing  to  ge t out a selection o f the “ Shop 
T a lks  on Socia lism ”  and o f Comrade Jackson’s colum n, “ The 
N egro S trug g le ” , and others.

3. F IE L D  O R G AN IZER S
The expansion o f our p a rty  w o rk  m ust also include an increase 

in  the s ta f f  o f fu llt im e  fie ld organ izers, to  provide organizers in 
those loca lities  where the s itua tion  requires it .  W e w ill,  in  ad­
d ition , have to  pay a tten tion  to new loca lities  where the po ss ib ility  
fo r  the o rgan iza tion  o f p a rty  branches w ill present its e lf. W’c 
have seen one example o f  i t  most recently  in  C inc inna ti, Ohio, 
where we have no p a rty  branch. A  w o rke r on h is own in it ia t iv e  
sent us seven subs to  The M il ita n t  and said in  e ffec t th a t he would 
like  to  place h im se lf a t our disposal to  c a rry  on the w o rk  o f 
spreading The M ilita n t.

T h is  is no isolated phenomenon. I f  we are in a position to 
send ou t na tiona l organizers to such and o ther loca lities, i t  w i l l  be 
possible to fo rm  new branches. I t  m ay even be advisable to send 
an organ izer in to  new te r r ito ry ,  get several hundred subs to  The 
M ilita n t,  and then proceed elsewhere to  repeat the same per-

The branches continue to in ­
troduce The M il ita n t  in to  w o rk ­
in g  class neighborhoods th rough  
our special o ffe r  o f 13 issues fo r  
25c. F o r instance, Seattle ju s t 
sent us 26 t r ia l  subscriptions. 
O ur agent w rite s : “ These were 
gotten last Sunday. A  new com­
rade go t 11 o f them  on his f irs t  
tim e  out alone. He also sold 29 
pam phlets. He could have sold 
more had he had more w ith  h im .”

Toledo: “ Included are tw o  25c. 
subs. W e w ould like  to  have 25 
more sub cards fo r  the branch 
and you can charge these to our 
account.”

M inneapo lis : “ W ill you please 
send us 15 more 25c. sub cards 
and some re g u la r subscrip tion 
blanks fo r  The M il ita n t  and 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l."

Texas: “ I  am sending a 3- 
m onth sub to  the paper. Th is 
woman is a surp rise  to  us w ay 
out in the w ilderness. H e r fa th e r 
was as she calls i t  a ‘Debs Social­
is t, ’ fro m  the M iddle W est and 
was ve ry  active. She agrees 
w ith  us on the need o f a Labor 
P a rty .”

*  *  *

A  subscriber in  Carbon, In ­
diana is go ing to  help us get The 
M ilita n t in to  the hands o f the

First Return On Fund
In  the s p ir it  o f “ T ro tsky is ts  do w hat is necessary, no t 

w hat is possible,”  the branches and locals o f the  S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  are sw ing ing  in to  action to  ra ise the  $18,000 
P a rty  Expansion Fund. They aim  to  approx im ate  as closely as 
possible 100 percent o f the to ta l by January  22, 1945, the day 
the class-war prisoners are to  be released.

A l l  the branches te n ta tive ly  accepted th e ir  proposed quo­
tas a t the convention. A  num ber have already fo rm a lized  
th is  acceptance by vote o f th e ir  m embership. Some have re ­
vised the irs  upw ard : Boston by S100; C leveland by 8100; M il­
waukee by $25 and N ew ark  by $50.

Despite the heavy expenses incurred  by many branches 
to  help finance the recently  concluded convention, several have 
already begun collections and sent in  th e ir  f i r s t  paym ents to ­
w ard  the quotas. They a re : Boston, D e tro it, N ew ark, New 
Y o rk  Local, N . Y . M a ritim e  Club, Reading, and $100 fro m  a 
m em ber-at-la rge. Y oungstown takes the prize  th is  week. The 
organ izer o f th is  branch w rite s  m odestly :

“ F o llo w in g  our in s p ir in g  convention and the reports  which 
were made a t our branch m eeting o f members and friends, we 
decided to  make some im provem ents in  our o rgan iza tion  to  
m ore e ffic ie n tly  c a rry  ou t the program  o f expansion decided 
upon a t the convention. We agreed to  accept ou r quota o f $300 
and im m edia te ly  collected $316.50 in  cash and $25 in  pledges. 
We expect to  considerably go over our quota by January 23rd. 
Enclosed f in d  check.”

To date, a to ta l o f $l/,999 has been received by the  na tiona l 
office.

workers in th a t section. He 
w rite s : “ I  was glad to see the 
T ribu ne -S ta r e d ito r ia l published 
by you r paper (N ov. 11 issue). 
We who understand m ust be ever- 
constant in our e ffo r t  tow ard 
aw akening thoug fit and develop­
in g  leadership against the tim e 
which is near when leadership 
w ill be sore ly needed . . .  I  am 
no t financ ia lly  able to  fo rw a rd  
price o f t r ia l  sub cards, bu t i f  
you send me some I  w il l dispose 
o f them and re tu rn  the price to 
you.”

*  *  *

Several in te re s tin g  comments 
about various columns and The 
M il ita n t in  general have been re ­
ceived:

San Francisco: “ ‘D ia ry  o f a 
S tee lw orker’ seems to  have quite 
a g re a t deal o f appeal, and one 
man rem arked th a t he f irs t  reads 
the ‘Trade U n ion Notes’ so th a t 
he can know' w ha t is go ing on 
a ll over the coun try .”

M ilw aukee : “ I notice the make­
up o f the paper has been im p rov­
ing  and there is much less hodge­
podge o f c o n flic tin g  typefaces in  
the headlines. W ith  the reg u la r 
excellent cartoons by Grey, ca ri­
catures, photographs and il lu s ­
tra tion s  to break up the g rey 
pages o f type, The M il ita n t  looks 
100 percent be tte r.”

*  *  *

A no the r subscriber in  Low e ll- 
v ille , Ohio has a lready sold fo u r 
t r ia l  subs to  frien ds  in his 
neighborhood and has ordered 
more 25c. cards. We quote fro m  
his le tte r: “ Enclosed find  money 
order fo r  $1. Send me fo u i\m o re  
13-week cards and extend my 
subscrip tion accord ing ly. I  am 
on you r subscrip tion bqoks now. 
I th in k  The M il ita n t  is  a ll r ig h t. 
I ts  p rinc ip les s u it me fine . . . 
P. S. I  sold the o ther fo u r 
cards.”

O ur agent in  B u ffa lo  fo rw a rd ­
ed the fo llo w in g  comments of 
t r ia l subscribers who renewed 
th e ir  subs: “ One subscriber said, 
T could s it  here a ll day and te ll 
you th in gs  I  like  about th a t pa­
per.’ A no ther to ld  us, ‘A t  f irs t 
I  d idn ’t  pay much a tten tion  to it ,  
bu t I  happened to  read i t  once 
and now I  like  i t  fine.’ A  colored 
woman to ld  us she is  keeping a 
scrapbook o f c lipp ings fro m  The 
M il ita n t  to  g ive her son when he 
comes back fro m  the w a r.”

form ance. The M il ita n t  w ould then do the w o rk  o f education and 
o rgan iza tion . The p la n tin g  o f th is  seed in  fe r t i le  soil w i l l  b rin g  
r ic h  harvests.

4. E D U C A T IO N
As th is  expansion p rogram  un fo lds and becomes rea lized, the 

need o f p lac ing g re a te r stress on our educational needs w i l l  be­
come m ore pressing. N ew  members jo in in g  the p a r ty  m ust be 
educated tow ards an understand ing o f the p a rty  p ro g ra m  and p o li­
cies as the on ly  sure w a y  o f a ss im ila ting  them  in  a Bolshevik 
p a rty . O ur educational proposals, m entioned e a rlie r and elabo­
rated m ore fu l ly  in  the P a rty  B u ilde r, m ust be carried fu r th e r  
along step by step. O ur p lan to  establish the  T ro ts k y  School 
system, w h ich  w ould take care o f the  M a rx is t educational re ­
quirem ents o f the new recru its , p ro m is in g  candidates fo r  leader­
ship, as w e ll as o f the requ irem ents o f the top leadership and a ll 
the categories in  between —  th is  p lan  wc propose to p u t in to  e ffec t 
as p a rt o f our expansion program .

We propose to  bu ild  on the experiences o f the M ich igan  Vaca­
tio n  School and to  establish ne x t sum m er a n a tion a l tra in in g  
school o f longer du ra tion  where a ll the stress w ou ld  be la id  on 
education ra th e r than vacation. I t  is our proposal to  gear the T ro t­
sky School, w h ich is p a r t  o f our educational p ro ject, to  the req u ire ­
ments o f the sum m er t ra in in g  school. T h a t is, as soon as we are 
able to  establish the T ro ts k y  School and select the  student body 
which is to  devote a period o f tim e  to  education, i t  would be the 
task  o f the comrades thus p riv ileged  to be selected fo r  fu ll- t im e  
study o f M arx ism , to  equip themselves as the  fa c u lty  fo r  the t ra in ­
in g  school in the summer, and prepare the  courses fo r  the tra in in g  
school. Th is w i l l  enrich the school and a t the same tim e  g ive the 
school fa c u lty  the necessary experieiice in  teach ing others.

5. $ 1 8 ,0 0 0  P A R T Y  E X P A N S IO N  FU N D
To make th is  p rogram  possible we come before the p a rty  w ith  

the  proposal to  raise an $18,000 P a rty  Expansion Fund. We have 
set the sum a t $18,000 because the p a rty  proved in  the $15,000—  
15th A nn ive rsa ry  Fund cam paign th a t such a sum is a rea lis tic  
goal. We fu rth e rm o re  wish to  sym bolize the im prisonm ent o f our 
18 comrades by ra is in g  $1,000 fo r  each o f the prisoners. O ur ex­
pansion p rogram  and the $18,000 P a rty  Expansion Fund w il l  be 
the best possible welcome home fo r  our comrades when they are 
released.

The success o f our expansion p rogram  w i l l  requ ire  the  un ited 
e f fo r t  o f the whole p a rty . I t  w i l l  requ ire  financia l sacrifices o f 
every one o f our members. I t  w i l l  requ ire  a  lo t o f hard  pers is ten t 
w o rk . B u t, on the o ther hand, the re  is no th ing  more no u rish ing  
than the f r u i t  o f achievement, no th in g  m ore s a tis fy in g  than the 
fee lin g  o f a job w e ll done. There is no th in g  m ore g ra t ify in g  than 
w a tch in g  you r p a rty , arm ed w ith  you r program , m arch fo rw a rd  in 
expansion and g ro w th . / '

O ur sacrifices fo r  the p a rty  have n o t been so g re a t a fte r  a ll 
when you look around and we can see how the c a p ita lis t class has 
imposed the sacrifice  no t on ly  o f money, bu t also o f li fe  and lim b  
o f m illio ns  o f youth and adu lts  in the cause o f im p e ria lis t s la ug h t­
er, in  a cause in  w h ich the people have no in te res t w hatever. O ur 
cause, the cause o f lib e ra tin g  hu m an ity  fro m  the shackles o f ex­
p lo ita tion , fro m  the m isery o f w ar, deserves a ll the sacrifices we 
have made and even the g rea te r sacrifices we w i l l  be called upon 
to  make in  the days ahead. O nly to the exten t th a t the p a r ty  is 
infused w ith  a ll our energies and s treng th , w i l l  the p a r ty  grow  
and become pow erfu l.

L e t us then un ite  in  the f irm  de te rm ina tion  to  f u l f i l l  th is  p ro­
gram  o f p a rty  expansion as another leap fo rw a rd  on the road to 
the masses. As the p a rty  grows, we w ill have bigger, more auda­
cious campaigns, u n t il th a t day when we w ill p lan and execute the 
,m ost audacious o f them  a ll, the abo lition  o f cap ita lism  and the 
establishm ent o f the soc ia lis t society.

LITTELL BARES SCANDAL 
IN JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

(Continued fro m  page 1)

was a N avy D epartm ent contract 
which would have given away to 
Standard O il priceless govern­
ment. o il reserves at E lk  H ills , 
C a lifo rn ia .

Second expose made by L it te ll 
was a plan of W all S treet stooge 
W ill C layton, fo rm er Surplus 
P rop e rty  A d m in is tra to r, to  place 
government-owned land on the 
m arke t th rough big  rea l estate 
in terests who were slated fo r a 
ju ic y  commission.

T h ird  expose was an attem pt 
by the W ar Departm ent to re tu rn  
to p riva te  owners the Breakers

itio n s  and the T rum an  Com m it­
tee once dipped in to  its  shady 
m an ipu la tions. B u t Em pire  Ord­
nance bears a  charmed existence. 
I t  is so sure of the power of it^  
charm th a t i t  though t $985,165 
not enough in  the condem nation 
proceedings. The charm  i t  de­
pends upon is Thomas G. Corco­
ran, fo rm er member of Roos­
eve lt’s b ra in  tru s t, now peddling 
in fluence under the guise of 
“ p rac tis ing  la w ”  in  W ashington.

CORCORAN A N D  B ID D L E
As L it te l l  prepared to go to 

cou rt w ith  the governm ent case, 
Corcoran, called on his personal 
friend, F rancis  B iddle, who also 
happens to be a Roosevelt favor­
ite . The wheels im m edia te ly be­
gan revo lv ing  to rescue the be­
leaguered Savannah Shipyard Co. 
“ The A tto rne y  General telephon­
ed to me a t 5 p. m. on May 14,”  
recounts L it te ll,  “ to ask about 
s e ttlin g  th is  case.”  L it te l l  was 
surprised. “ Out of thousands of 
condem nation cases, th is  was the 
on ly  settlem ent about w h ich the 
A tto rne y  General ever called 
me.”  L i t te l l  feared pub lic  scan­
dal would touch his departm ent 
and stuck by h is guns.

Corcoran had succeeded on ly 
s h o rtly  before as a tto rn ey  fo r  the 
defense in  s e ttlin g  the a n ti- tru s t 
case against S te rling  Products. 
The stench s t i l l  rose from  th a t 
w h ite-w ash deal, fo r  S te rlin g  
Products belonged to  an in te rna -

B ID D L E

H ote l in  F lo /id a  a t a loss to the 
governm ent of some $500,000 a 
year fo r five years. The hotel 
had been leased as a center fo r 
wounded soldiers.

B ID D L E ’S IN T E R V E N T IO N
In  a ll three cases L i t te l l  was 

sha rp ly  called to account by 
A tto rn e y  General B iddle fo r  
te s tify in g  as he did before the 
Congressional com m ittees ta k in g  i 
evidence in the scandals. B iddle 
was “ ir r i ta te d ”  and “ exasperated”  
over the disclosure o f the facts 
in  the attem pted o il steal, and 
“ doubted the il le g a lity  o f the con­
tra c t.”  ‘

In  the notorious C layton a ffa ir, 
L i t te l l  charges, B idd le  w ro te  
C layton saying th a t li is  Assistant 
was “ not expressing the views 
of the departm ent . . .only bis 

.personal views.”  W h e n  the 
sham eful hotel scandal was made 
known to the T rum an Com m it­
tee, L i t te l l  declares, h is  superio r 
ordered h im  to “ take no fu rth e r 
action,”  and la te r "sought a devi­
ous way to suppress the L it te ll 
report.”

B u t L it te l l  d id n ’t  take B idd le ’s 
h in ts. He w ent r ig h t  ahead when 
the M a ritim e  Commission, re ­
quested h is  departm ent to begin 
condem nation proceedings against 
the Savannah Shipyards Co., sub­
s id ia ry  of E m pire  Ordnance, “ be­
cause of fa ilu re s  and notorious 
incompetence.”  The M a ritim e  
Commission, itse lf no toriously  
fr ie n d ly  to  B ig  Business, was 
forced in to  th is  action  by shock­
in g  reve la tions about Savannah 
S h ipyard  before t ile  T rum an  
Committee.

Government appraisers valued 
the prope rty  a t $985,165. N o t a 
bad figure considering th a t E m ­
p ire  Ordnance, a vast concern, of 
w h ich  Savannah Shipyard is one 
subsid iary, mushroomed on w ar 
orders from  an o rig in a l invest­
ment of on ly  $5,000. E m pire  Ord­
nance has been investigated fo r 
fraud  in  the m anufacture of m iin-

Wage Freeze Is 
Topic At Forum

NEW’ YORK, Dec. 3 —  The 
New Y ork School o f Social Sci­
ence announces th a t the n e x t fo r ­
um of its  December series, to be 
he ld on Sunday, December 10, 
w i l l  bo “ Labor’s F ig h t A ga inst 
the Wage Freeze;," w ith  M ark 
Braden as speaker.

Ton igh t, w ith  news of the Pa- 
pandreou governm ent attacks 
upon the Greek masses fresh  in 
th e ir  m inds, an a tten tive  audi­
ence heard Paul Stevens describe 
“ The C ris is in  Europe: W hy the 
A llie s  Seek to D isarm  the 
Masses.”  Comrade Stevens p o in t­
ed ou t th a t on ly  w ith  arm s 
in  hand can the European w o rk ­
ers solve the economic and social 
problems con fron ting  them.

A large am ount of lite ra tu re , 
in c lud in g  numerous copies of the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l M anifesto 
on Im p e ria lis t W ar and Prole­
ta ria n  Revolution, was sold a fte r 
a liv e ly  discussion period.

A ll readers o f The .Mil i tant are 
in v ite d  to attend and b rin g  th e ir  
friends . Forum s begin a t 8 p. 1«. 
at the New Y ork  School of Social 
Science, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
N. Y.

CORCORAN

tion a l carte l, another member o f 
which was the German T ru s t, 
1. G. F a rb e n in d u s tril. One o f 
Corcoran’s bro thers is v ice-presi­
dent o f S te rling .

“ On S atu rday, M ay 22,”  con ti­
nues L it te ll.  ” . . .  the A tto rney  
General gave a cockta il pa rty  a t 
his house.”  A ga in  the screws 
were pu t on L it te l l  to settle th is  
“ hot po tato" out of cou rt —  at 
a sum above the governm ent fig­
ure. B ut not even A tto rne y  Gen­
eral B idd le ’s cockta ils could sway 
the Assistant.

On June 31 L i t te l l  was sum­
moned to a conference w ith  Cor­
coran’s law  patrons, Dempsey and 
K op lov itz , and his good personal 
fr ie n d  A tto rn e y  General B iddle. 
They again pu t the heat on, L i t ­
te ll. B idd le  declared: “ You set­
t le  most of you r condemnation 
cases, don’t  you? You to ld  me 
you d id ! ”  L i t te l l  concurred, but 
exp la ined the re  were “ fac to rs  in  
th is  case w hich I  would n o t dis­
cuss in  the presence o f opposing 
counsel.”

A fte r L i t te l l  took the case to 
court, Biddjle began pressing fo r 
the resignation  of bis “ unreason­
able”  Assistant. T a lk  was heard 
of rep lac ing L it te ll w ith  a cog 
tha t would ru n  more sm ooth ly in  
the m ach inery of justice. L i t te l l  
reports th a t the A tto rne y  General 
at one tim e was “ qu ite interested 
in  the poss ib ility  of p rom oting  
one of Tom m y Corcoran’s b ro th ­
ers who was an atto rney in  the 
office o f the U. S. D is tr ic t A t to r ­
ney in  New Y o rk  C ity .”  B idd le  
even argued, says L it te ll,  tha t 
Corcoran “ ought to be appointed 
S o lic ito r General of the United 
States.”

R O O SEVELT ACTS
Roosevelt h im se lf took tim e out 

to poke in to  Ole gummed-up 
wheels of justice , w r it in g  L it te l l  
tha t be “ hoped fo r his ow-n car­
eer be would resign.”  L i t te l l  re­
ports lie was even “ offered an­
other post in  the governm ent i f  
he le ft the Justice Dept, ‘w ith o u t 
any fuss .”  He declined the offer.

When L i t te l l  filed a 25-page 
memorandum w ith  the Senate 
W ar In ve s tig a tin g  Com m ittee, 
c it in g  the fac ts  o u tlin ed ' above, 
Roosevelt acted w ith o u t delay. In  
a le tte r  to  B iddle, the President 
labelled L i t te l l ’s m emorandum to  
Congress “ insubord ina tion .”  “ Th is 
is inexcusable,”  continued Roose­
ve lt, “ and under the circumstances 
m y on ly a lte rna tive  is to  remove 
him  fro m  office which I  have done 
today.”
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Pierlot Offers Belgian Bases In  Exchange 
For Churchill's A id In  Suppressing Masses

B y P a u l A b b o tt
Barely three months after the German armies have been 

driven from Belgium, the Allies and their political puppets are 
forcing the Teheran Conference decisions down the throats of the 
masses with the aid of barbed wire barricades, firmed police, 
light tanks, semi-martial law and the bayonets of the British 
armed forces.

The ca p ita lis t counter-revo lu­
t io n  backed by the A llie s  is en­
trench ing  its e lf  in  Belg ium  as 
p a r t o f its  p repa ra tion  to drown 
the advancing European w o rke rs ’ 
revo lu tion  in blood. On Novem ­
ber 30, Leslie Hore-Belisha, fo rm ­
er B r it is h  W a r Secretary, re v ­
ealed in  the House o f Commons 
th a t the P ie rlo t governm ent set 
up by the A llie s  had “ o ffe re d ”  
to B r ita in  “ s tra teg ic  outposts, 
and economic outposts as w e ll— 
s im ila r  to  those we gave the 
U n ited  States in  the W est In ­
dies.”

H ore-B clisha then im p lied  the 
ob jectives behind the generous o f­
fe r  to  B r ita in  fro m  the P ie rlo t 
governm ent: “ I t  is sometimes
suggested th a t any advocacy o f 
economic, p o lit ic a l o r s tra teg ic  
u n ity  in  western Europe is a 
th re a t to  Russia . . . There is 
no th ing  m ore cha lleng ing in  our 
desire to organize the s treng th  o f 
the nations on our f la n ks  than 
there  is in Russia’s o rgan iz ing  
the  nations on her f la n ks .”

B R IT IS H  A IM S
Just as W a ll S tree t has estab­

lished a m il ita ry  shield in  t  he 
W est Ind ies aga inst Europe, so 
E ng land wishes to establish a 
m il ita ry  shield on the European 
con tinent to prom ote its  im p e r i­
a lis t aims and to pro tect its  in ­
terests aga inst the inevitab le  
workers revo lu tion  which w ill 
constitu te  an extension o f the 
Bolshevik revo lu tion  in  October 
1917.

T ha t is w hy the mass pro test 
o f the workers is be ing m et by 
armed force on the p a r t o f the 
A llie s  together w ith  an announce­
m ent o f the A llie d  H igh  Com­
mand th a t i t  would support P ie r­
lo t “ by arm s, i f  necessary, on the 
issue o f d isa rm ing  members of 
the resistance movements.”  A n  
a n ti-P ie r lo t dem onstra tion on 
Nov. 25 led to the w ounding o f 
45 w orkers.

A  s tr ik e  in  Brussels p ro tes ting  
the violence o f the A llie s  and the 
reac tiona ry  polic ies o f its  puppet 
governm ent paralyzed the c ity  
Novem ber 29. S tree t car services 
v ir tu a lly  stopped, posta l em ploy­
es did no t re p o rt fo r  w ork, and 
telephone exchanges ceased to 
function . R a ilw ay men and shop 
clerks jo ined the pro test. S tr ik ­
ers and sym path izers gathered 
by the thousands in the down 
tow n area. The s tr ike rs  demand­
ed wages ad justed to  the  sky ­
rocke ting  cost o f liv in g , revised 
w o rk in g  hours, food, coal, and 
the punishm ent o f Nazi co llabor­
ators.

The A llie d  armed forces stood 
by to  take over the telephone ex­
change. Steel-helmeted^ police 
established ne u tra l zones a t pub­
lic  bu ild ings where A llie d  troops 
“ parked”  arm ored vehicles axle 
to  axle, sa fe -guard ing the P ie rlo t 
governm ent fro m  the w ra th  o f 
the  people. P ie r lo t rep lied to  the 
masses by bann ing parades, mass 
m eetings and dem onstrations, and 
by “ p ro h ib it in g ”  s trikes o f public 
service employes.

A ccord ing to  the December 3 
N . Y . Tim es, d isarm am ent of 
the Belg ian partisans evoked 
praise from  the B e rlin  radio,

which ‘ agreed’ th a t d isorder could 
not be to le rated along the  A llie d  
lines o f . m il ita ry  com m unica­
tions.”

T h is  N az i expression o f class 
s o lid a rity  w ith  the A llie d  ca p ita l­
is ts  casts a revealing l ig h t  on the 
Belg ian po litica l c ris is . Nazism  
is the most bestia l incarna tion  o f 
ca p ita lis t counter-revo lu tion . The 
Nazi agents o f German im p e ria l­
ism n a tu ra lly  sym path ize w ith  
the problems fac ing  A llie d  im per­
ia lism  in  suppressing the revo lu­
tio n a ry  upsurge o f the w o rk ing  
class, since they are confronted 
w ith  the very same problems at 
home.

Even the S ta lin is ts , who sup­
p o rt the coun te r-revo lu tionary  
aims o f the A llie s , are forced to 
adm it the reac tiona ry  character 
o f the P ie r lo t set-up. “ P ie r lo t,”  
says the Novem ber 30 D a ily  
W orker, “ has taken over lock, 
stock and ba rre l the Q u is ling  re ­
gim e which functioned under H i t ­
le r u n til September 1944. I t  seems 
th a t P ie r lo t ’s governm ent had 
appointed a com m ittee o f Belgian 
bankers in  1940, whom i t  le f t  be­
hind to ‘serve as m ora l guides’ 
under the N azi occupation and 
m a in ta in  the general ou tpu t o f 
the na tion .”

Before the w ar, the P ie rlo t 
governm ent was the executive 
ins trum en t o f one o f the most 
pow erfu l carte ls in  Europe, the 
Societe Generale de Belgique 
which is in tim a te ly  linked  w ith  
German carte ls and w  h i  c h 
strengthened these ties  du ring  
the Nazi occupation. The Societe 
has vas t ho ld ings in  the Congo 
where i t  stands in  m o rta l fe a r 
o f a colonial up ris in g . L a s t sum­
m er s tr ik e  leaders in  a Belg ian 
diamond m ine were executed by 
the Belg ian arm ed forces . A n 
upsurge o f the  w o rk in g  class in 
B e lg ium  would insp ire  the w o rk ­
ers in  the Congo, underm in ing 
one o f the p rinc ip a l p illa rs  up­
ho ld ing  B e lg ian cap ita lism .

In  the tense p o lit ic a l cris is 
which fo llow ed res igna tion  o f 
three puppet- m in is te rs , the S ta l­
in is ts  and Social Dem ocrats are 
pu rsu ing  th e ir  consistent po licy 
o f be traya l. Paul H e n ri Spaak, 
leader o f the Social Democrats, 
did not see f i t  to  res ign  b u t is 
c lin g in g  to his post as M in is te r 
o f Fore ign A ffa irs  to  the b itte r  
end. H is record o f be traya l is 
so black th a t supporting  a gov­
ernm ent which has fired on dem­
on s tra tin g  w orkers  can worsen i t  
bu t li t t le .

S ta lin is ts , fo llo w in g  in s tru c ­
tions fro m  the K rem lin , resigned 
from  the posts to which they were 
appointed by the A llie s . B ut E. 
Lalm and, secre tary general o f 
the Belg ian Com m unist P a rty  in ­
sists, and correc tly  so, th a t the 
“ Com m unist P a rty  o f Belgium  is 
not w o rk ing  fo r  revo lu tion .”  
When the P ie rlo t governm ent is 
th row n  in  the ash can, the  S ta lin ­
is t leaders hope to replace i t  w ith  
a machine o f th e ir  own, u tte r ly  
obedient to  the K rem lin , stream ­
lined fo r  m urder o f revo lu tiona ry  
leaders and treachery to  the w o rk ­
ing  class. The S ta lin is ts  w ith  
th e ir  policies o f d u p lic ity  and be­
tra y a l constitu te  one o f the dead­
lies t dangers to  the Belg ian and 
European revo lu tion .

Auto Union Leaders Conspire 
To Hide WLB Wage Rejection

(Continued from page 1)

ed —  and somewhat red-faced — 
th a t the re jection , though dated 
Oct. 20, s t i l l  is gene ra lly  un­
known. C ustom arily , im p o rta n t 
decisions o f th is  so rt emerge from  
the N W L B  or its  reg iona l offices 
w ith  a fa n -fa re  o f p u b lic ity .”  
W hy did  the U A W  offic ia ls , the 
governm ent and the C hrys le r cor­
po ra tion  conspire to  conceal th is  
in fo rm a tio n  fro m  the w orkers ?

The C hrys ler wage dispute 
dragged along fo r  a year and a 
h a lf. N egotia tions w ith  the com­
pany began in  the sum m er o f 
1943. The case was subm itted to 
the reg ional W LB  in  D e tro it  fo r  
“ a rb itra t io n ”  about a year ago 
a fte r  “ nego tia tions”  broke down. 
The reg ional board rejected the 
union’s wage demands la s t June, 
c it in g  Roosevelt’s “ w a rtim e  stab­
iliz a tio n  policies”  as th e ir  reason 
fo r  do ing so. The case was ap­
pealed to the W L B  in  W ash ing­
ton which handed down its  deci­
sion upho ld ing the reg iona l board 
on October 20. W ith  the in s ig ­
n ifican t exception o f a s lig h t in ­
crease in  vacation pay, every s in ­
gle demand o f the union was f la t ­
ly  re jected !

One o f the reasons fo r  the con­
sp iracy o f silence is ind ica ted by 
Business W eek w h ich  states: 
“ D u rin g  the period o f p u b lic ity  
b lackout, w h ich  appa ren tly  both

the company and the union were 
loath to  l i f t ,  the con tract about 
which the dispute centered was 
fa s t exp iring . I t  ends Nov. 29... 
N egotia tions on a new contract 
are expected to begin soon.”  No 
wonder the parties to  the con­
sp iracy were “ loa th  to  l i f t ”  the 
p u b lic ity  b lackout! A f te r  a ru n ­
around th a t lasted fo r  a year and 
a h a lf the C hrys le r w orkers were 
sold ou t! T h is  k ind  o f “ p u b lic ity ”  
w on’t  s it  ve ry  w e ll w ith  the m il i­
tan ts  o f the U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers !

The W LB  sta lled the C hrys ler 
wage demands .un til one m onth 
p r io r  to  the e xp ira tion  o f the con­
tra c t —  and then re jected them 
ou t o f hand. W hen wage disputes 
are subm itted to  the board, the 
w orkers are led to  believe th e ir  
in terests are protected by Roos­
eve lt’s phony “ re troa c tive ”  clause. 
N ego tia tions fo r  a new con tract 
w i l l  be based on new demands. 
The whole process th a t began a 
year and a h a lf ago w ith  “ nego­
tia tio n s ”  and ended w ith  the sum ­
m ary  re jec tio n  o f the un ion de­
mands m ust now begin a ll over 
aga in—-more nego tia tions! Th is 
means th a t, even i f  wage in ­
creases are won under the new 
con tract, re troa c tive  pay w i l l  be 
allowed on ly  fro m  the exp ira tion  
date o f the old agreem ent.

T h is  confidence game is passed 
o f f  as “ co llective ba rg a in in g ”  by

Props o f B e lg ian  C ounter-R evolution

A Tribute To 
One Who Died Young

Allies Shove Monarchy To Fore 
In Latest Italian Political Crisis

(Continued fro m  page 1)

ing  le ftw a rd , seeking leadership 
capable o f gu id ing  them in  the 
s tru g g le  fo r  power, are s tre tch ­
in g  these pa rties  to  the snapping 
po in t. Com m entators in  I ta ly  
speak about dissident r ig h t  and 
le ft  w ings in  a ll these parties. 
W h ile  the masses pu ll these 
parties in  one d irection , the 
A llie s  je rk  the co n tro llin g  s tr in g s  
in  the opposite d irection . T h a t is 
why the Ita lia n  cabinets set up 
by the A llie d  conquerors gyra te  
and jum p so fa n ta s tica lly .

R O LE  OF A L L IE S
Ita ly , converted in to  one of the 

m a jo r battlefie lds of the second 
W orld  W ar, has been ravished. 
Her factories are bombed and 
crippled, her ■ fields sown w ith  
mines, her transporta tion  system 
wrecked, her labor power devast­
ated, her feeble economy tru n c a t­
ed and to rn  between opposing a r ­
mies. Fam ine and disease s ta lk  
I ta ly , lash ing the people toward 
revo lu tion. Under these condi­
tions the A llied  conquerors can­
not set up a stable puppet re ­
gime.

The A llie d  Commission is w or­
ried and fea rfu l. Few illus ions 
as to its  counter-revo lu tionary 
role ex is t any longer among the 
people. News of its  real ro le is 
spreading in to  the no rth  where 
German arm ies s t i l l  occupy the 
cities. The slow' A llie d  m il ita ry  
advance is g iv in g  the in d u s tria l 
p ro le ta r ia t of no rth e rn  I ta ly  tim e 
to understand w hat A llie d  occu­
pation means to the na tion — 
and also tim e to prepare.

Roosevelt and his labo r lackeys. 
A nd w ha t o f the General M otors 
wage demands w hich have been 
pending before the W LB  fo r  
m any m onths? W a lte r Reuther, 
head o f General M otors d iv is ion 
o f the U A W , has been lu llin g  
the w orkers wdth the f ic t io n  th a t 
th e ir  wage demands were a cinch 
once the steel w o rkers  go t 
“ th e irs .”  B u t the on ly  “ fr in g e ”  
demand granted the stee lworkers 
th a t means a n y th in g  was the 
wage d iffe re n tia l fo r  the sw ing 
and graveya rd  sh ifts  —  w hich 
the auto w orkers a lready have.

In  a c tu a lity , the C hrys le r wage 
demands set the p a tte rn  fo r  the 
rest o f the U A W . By its  action 
in the C hrys ler case, the wage­
freezing , s tr ikeb reak ing , em ploy­
er-dom inated W a r Labor Board 
has establised a precedent to  be 
used in k n ifin g  the demands o f 
a ll the auto w orkers. The auto 
m ilita n ts  m ust demand an ac­
counting from  the Thom as-Ad- 
des-Frankenstecn leadership o f 
th e ir ro le in  th is  conspiracy. A  
f i t t in g  answer to  the conspirators 
would be an overw helm ing vote 
to  rescind the no -s trike  pledge in  
the U A W  referendum . T ha t 
would be a long step fo rw ad in 
exposing the com pulsory a rb it ra ­
tion  fraud  and res to ring  the in ­
dependence o f the m il ita n t  U n ited 
A utom obile  W orkers  Union.

T ha t Is w hy the B r it is h  Gen­
eral A lexander has issued an o r­
der to the Ita lia n  partisans of 
the no rth  to lay down th e ir  arms 
and discontinue th e ir  struggle 
against the Nazis. Yet i t  was 
the A llie s  who called fo r  resist­
ance to the Nazis in  the  no rth . I t  
was the A llie s  who promised as­
sistance. Tens of thousands of 
an ti-fasc is t fighters have been 
shot down by the Nazis fo r ta k ­
in g  the A llie d  ca ll fo r  resistance 
a t its  face value. O nly one in ­
te rp re ta tion  of th is  order to cease 
figh ting  is possible to the Ita lia n  
w orkers: the A ll ies (lo not come 
to free vs, hut to enslave us. The 
A llies  fear the armed workers of 
no rth e rn  I ta ly  fa r  m ore tha n  they 
fe a r the N az i m il ita ry  machine. 
B it te r  p ro tests have poured in to  
Rome fro m  the underground f ig h t­
ers o f the no rth .

H A L T  PURGES
The A llie d  Commission fu rth e r 

revealed its  coun te r-revo lu tionary  
ro le in  h a lt in g  the purges o f 
f o r m e r  fasc is t o ffic ia ls . On 
November 16, General M ario  
Roatta, h id in g  fro m  the a n ti­
fascists, was discovered and 
arrested. R oatta  is hated by the 
w orkers as one o f the c rud es t 
butchers o f the E th iop ians, leader 
o f the Ita lia n  E xped itiona ry  
Forces sent to he lp Franco in  
Spain, and bloody head o f the 
secret spy machine whose special 
assignm ent was m urder o f a n ti­
fascists abroad.

The a rre s t of R oatta was the 
most im p o rtan t yet made in  the 
purge. For the firs t tim e, the 
H igh  Com m issariat fo r  the Pun­
ishm ent of Fascist Crimes, head­
ed by Count Sforza, had dared 
to arrest a general close to Bad- 
oglio. R oatta ’s t r ia l would un­
doubtedly reveal sensational facts 
about the ignom in ious secret 
trea ty  engineered between the 
Ita lia n  m onarchy and the A llies.

The A llie d  Commission there­
upon raised its  glove and slapped 
its  Ita lia n  puppet cabinet in  the 
face. F irs t  came an announce­
ment th a t the t r ia l  would not 
touch the delicate question of the 
secret trea ty . Then the H igh  
Com m issariat fo r  the Punishm ent 
of Fascist Crimes was sum m arily  
dissolved. As a fina l lesson, the 
B r it is h  vetoed its  head, Count 
Sforza, as Defense M in is te r of 
its  puppet cabinet.

PU SH  M O N A R C H Y  
F O R W A R D

To provide a ra lly in g  po in t fo r  
the forces o f in te rn a l counter­
revo lu tion, the A llie s  are pushing 
fo rw a rd  the puppet around whom 
i t  now hopes to group the Ita lia n  
agents w illin g  to  c a rry  out the 
sham eful term s o f the secret 
peace tre a ty . T h is  puppet is 
Crown Prince H um bert o f Savoy. 
Bonomi is consp iring  w ith  them 
in  the execution o f th is  design.

A lthough the I ta lia n  cabinet 
set up by the A llie s  is appointed, 
not elected; m ust be approved by 
the A llies  and can be dissolved

s trang le r finishes his job. The 
S ta lin is t leaders aim  to de live r 
the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  to  its  
executioner in the most e ffic ien t 
m anner possible. H ired  assassins, 
old in  the game, they have gained 
a certa in  s k ill.  They constitu te  a 
deadly danger to  the Ita lia n  
revo lu tion . B u t they too d is like  
m oving the m onarchy fo rw a rd  so 
fo rc e fu lly  w h ile  the masses are 
so ag ita ted  and active.

The A llie d  Commission, how­
ever, is pressing remorselessly. 
A ll these parties and the figures 
at th e ir  head dug out of po litica l 
graveyards continue to stand be­
fore the pub lic  on ly  because A l­
lied  bayonets ru le  southern Ita ly . 
Were the bayonets to be taken, 
away, p e rm ittin g  the workers to 
ca rry  fo rw a rd  th e ir  revo lu tion , 
a ll these na tive  A llie d  Quislings 
would soon be crushed under the 
feet of the masses.

The “ S ta lin is t,”  Socia list and 
A c tio n is t parties thus face a  te r­
rib le  dilem m a. I f  they do no t 
obey the harsh command of the 
conqueror, they w i l l  receive the 
toe of his m il ita ry  boot. I f  they 
do obey, they stand to lose th e ir  
c red it among the masses, who, 
m oving under th e ir  own power 
and according to th e ir  own logic, 
w i l l  accelerate the pace to  the 
le ft, leav ing  the A llie d  puppets 
dang ling  in  m id -a ir. S t il l  worse, 
they w i l l  be u tte r ly  exposed be­
fo re  the  “ N o rth  W in d ”  has even 
begun to blow.

The present p o lit ic a l cris is  
dem onstrates how the lines o f the 
class s trugg le  are sharpening in  
Ita ly . Day by day the in to le rab le  
tension makes i t  more clear th a t 
the on ly way ou t o f the impasse 
fo r the w o rk in g  class is  the p ro ­
gram  o f revo lu tiona ry  Socialism . 
O nly in s titu t io n  o f a planned 
economy in I ta ly  can save the 
nation from  the abyss and open 
up the road to reconstruction. 
The slogans o f revo lu tiona ry  ac­
tion  are acqu iring  bu rn ing  re a lity  
fo r  the Ita lia n  w orkers. They can 
save themselves from  the develop­
ing  coun te r-revo lu tion  on ly by 
o rgan iz ing  th e ir  Soviets, ta k in g  
power, and fig h tin g  in  u n ity  w ith  
th e ir  fe llow  w orkers on the con­
t in e n t fo r  a Socia list U n ited 
States o f Europe.

The following letter, accompanied by a check for §50, was 
received last week by the C iv il Rights Defense Committee in 
response to its Christmas appeal for funds to aid the wives and 
families of the 12 Minneapolis Labor Case Prisoners.

“ Please accept the enclosed check as a sm all co n trib u tio n  to  you r 
cause. I t  is g iven in m em ory o f R ichard M cLaugh lin , ‘k ille d  in  action ’ 
somewhere in  France e a rly  in Novem ber, 1944. Fee ling  the u rge  to  
do som eth ing to honor his m em ory, I  know th a t th is  is the w a y  he 
would w an t me to do it .  . .

“ W hen I  caipe to th is  cou n try  in  1940 as an a n ti- fa s c is t refugee, 
R ichard M cLaugh lin , then 21, was m y f i r s t  A m erican  acquaintance.
I  had been in  th is  cou n try  bu t a few  days and did n o t speak its  la n ­
guage. He offe red his services, c la im in g  th a t he w ould lik e  to  ge t 
some knowledge o f German in exchange. He did no t ask fo r  any 
paym ent. A f te r  several weeks, he f in a lly  pe rm itte d  me to  re fund  
his ca rfa re  fo r  by then he would come to  see me qu ite  re g u la r ly  
and was no t able any more to  hide the fa c t th a t he could n o t spare 
even the subway nickel. B u t these were the tim es we g rew  to  know  
each other. Soon a ll these fo rm a lit ie s  disappeared and Mac, as we 
used to call h im , was a fr ie n d  to  whom our house was open day and 
n igh t, who enjoyed trem endously to  jo in  us fo r  en te rta in m en t and 
discussion, and whom we sha ll m iss beyond words.

“ We sha ll miss his fa m ilia r , u rgen t knock a t the door. . . W e 
sha ll m iss 'h is  argum ents, his passionate p leading fo r  the causes he 
had adopted, his in te lle c tua l alertness, his stupendous eagerness to 
learn. He wanted to  teach me E ng lish?  H e ll no, a ll he wanted was 
to  sa tis fy  his passionate long ing  fo r  knowledge, m ore knowledge, 
his yea rn ing  to meet people, to conquer a new chapter o f h is to ry , 
to  ga in a new understand ing o f w o rld  a ffa irs , to  con firm  h is estab­
lished be lie f th a t revo lu tion , and revo lu tion  on ly , was the answer 
to  the m urderous ways o f class society.

“ We shall m iss his love fo r  a ll genuine a rt,  especia lly th a t o f 
the Am erican colored people whom  he regarded as his bro thers  and 
comrades p a r excellency. . .

“ In te lle c tu a lly  he set an example o f se lf-libe ra tio n . In  evening 
C ity  College classes w h ich  he attended eagerly, he n o t o n ly  made 
Socia list friends , bu t he also la id  the sc ie n tific  founda tion  to  those 
studies he embarked upon la te r, studies which led h im  over T ho rs te in  
Veblen in the la s t consequence to  em bracing the p o lit ic a l ph ilosophy 
o f M arx ism  w ith  the emphasis on Leon T ro ts k y ’s w orks and theories.

“ I  sha ll never fo rg e t those heated argum ents and discussions we 
had! A lm o s t th ir t y  years his senior, I  owe h im  much o f w h a t I  
knovv now about Am erica. A nd I  o ften had to confess th a t also 
about Europe he knew  m ore than  I.  H is  fo rem ost in te re s t was 
languages. T h is  Ir is h  boy, born in  N ew  Y o rk , f in a lly  spoke German 
w ith o u t an accent. He had a good w o rk in g  knowledge o f Spanish, 
I ta lia n  and French. B u t he would also p ick up a Y idd ish  newspaper, 
p rin ted  in Hebrew, and read to  me the ed ito ria l in  his E ng lish  
trans la tio n . . . He was one o f the m ost g ifte d  young men I  ever m et.

He W o rke d  T o  Advance M a n k in d
“ Y et in  th is  ‘land o f op po rtu n ity ,’ his career ended as an usher 

a t SI 1 a week. For lie was a genuine p ro le ta rian  youth. He detested 
and would not have f it  in  the sm art clothes and the polished looks o f 
one who wants to go places in  th is  society. W hen others would date 
p re tty  g ir ls , Mac would spend his tim e  p icke ting  a bus line  w h ich 
m istreated Negroes. He did no t th in k  o f the advancement o f R ichard 
M cLaugh lin . He though t o f the advancement o f m ankind. L ife  had 
very few  sm iles fo r  h im . He had seen too c le a rly  its  abom inable 
grim ace, and h is m ind was made up to  f ig h t fo r  changes in  a w o rld  
in te rp re ted  long enough.

“ The w a r encroached upon his plans. The trage dy  w h ich  has 
ended now in death began a t once. . .

“ H is  basic t ra in in g  was rou tine . W hen A fr ic a  was invaded, 
P riva te  M cLaugh lin  rode on a boat c a rry in g  an in fa n try  o u tfit  over 
the ocean. H is eagerness to  learn never le f t  h im . H is lin g u is tic  and 
in te llec tua l ta len ts  to  be sure, seemed to  be o f no ava il to  the  a rm y. 
B u t on A fr ic a n  soil he would soon in te rv ie w  the A rabs in  th e ir  ve ry  
language about th e ir  s itua tion , ra th e r than  pa rta ke  in  the usual 
G. I .  canteen enterta inm ents. . .

“ Then, a f te r  the invasion o f France, he was trans fe rre d  to  a 
combat u n it  and soon to Europe. W hen la s t heard of, he was in  
France. H is la s t le tte r  o f October 15, 1944 ends thus:

“  ‘ I  m ay be able to  pu t to use m y lin g u is tic  a b ility . I  hope so. 
I have seen some combat and th in k  i t ’s no good fo r  m y d igestion—  
when I ’m scared I  can’t  eat. Please le t ^ie  know  in  a le tte r  w h a t you 
th in k  o f the general w o rld  s itu a tio n  in respect to  th in g s  w h ich  
concern us.’

“ T h a t is, th a t was m y fr ie n d  Mac. I f  I  would know th a t the re  
are arm ies o f young revo lu tion is ts  lik e  h im  around the earth , I  
would feel be tte r fo r  the fu tu re  o f m ankind.”

a t the stroke of the pen by the 
A llie d  Commission, Bonomi tend­
ered his resignation  to Hum bert 
as i f  the Crown Prince rea lly  
headed the Ita lia n  government 
and there were no occupying,-ar­
m y astride prostra te  Ita ly .

The House o f Savoy stands i r ­
re tr ie va b ly  d iscred ited in, the 
eyes of the Ita lia n  masses. Bon- 
o in i’s gesture was calculated by 
the A llied  po litic ian s  to give the 
appearance of life  and power to 
the monarchy. The Crown Prince 
—  lik e  a well-prom pted actor •— 
has since gone through the ges­
tu res ou tlined  fo r  h im  by  the 
A llie d  Com m ission, ca llin g  in  the 
leaders of the various parties and 
asking Bonom i to fo rm  a new 
cabinet ju s t as h is fa the r once 
asked M ussolin i to fo rm  a new 
cabinet.

T h is  whole shoddy m aneuver 
reveals a ll over aga in  the 
character o f the A llie d  puppets. 
They are the m ost ro tten  type 
o f bourgeois po litic ians, ou t­
b idd ing each o ther to sell the ir 
services to the conqueror, leaping 
w ith  the m ost re vo ltin g  a la c rity  
a t a finger snap o f the fo re ign  
masters.

P A R T IE S  O F “ T H E  L E F T ”
The parties of the r ig h t, the 

L ibe ra ls  and C h ris tian  Democrats, 
have openly backed up these -ma­
ch ina tions on the A llies . The 
“ Socialists,”  S ta lin is ts  and Ac- 
tion is ts , know ing th a t support of 
the m aneuver w i l l  fu r th e r com­
prom ise them in  the eyes of the 
masses, hesitate. The hesitation 
of the “ Socia lists”  and Aetion- 
ists probably arises from  genuine 
fear. The A llie d  anx ie ty  to push 
fo rw ard  the m onarchy means th a t 
the “ dem ocratic”  scenery is be­
in g  sh ifted  o ff the stage. The 
A llie s  no t on ly  do not in tend to 
leave the “ dem ocratic”  facade 
standing in  face of the hisses and 
boos of the pro le ta rian  audience, 
but are advancing the props of 
the r ig h t.

The S ta lin is ts , ac ting  in  ac­
cordance w ith  ins tructions from  
the coun te r-revo lu tionary  K re m lin , 
have hesitated pub lic ly , bu t a t the 
same tim e  have been ca llin g  fo r  
“ u n ity .”  In  the Ita lia n  s itua tion  
th a t means: re lax  w h ile  the
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Roosevelt's New Cabinet Member Fortifies  
Wall Street Control Over Foreign Policy
W a ll S tree t has begun cashing in the chips of 

its  election v ic to ry . T h is  is c le a rly  the  m eaning 
o f Roosevelt’s appo intm ent on Novem ber 27 o f 
E dw ard  R. S te ttin ius , J r., as Secretary o f State. 
The p lac ing  o f th is  member o f A m erica ’s ru lin g  
o liga rchy  in  charge o f fo re ig n  a ffa irs  is another 
instance o f the trend o f B ig  Business p o lit ic a l 
po licy  in  recent years to  honeycomb s tra teg ic  
governm ent posts w ith  its  own men.

The Nov. 28 N . Y. T im es declares, “ The P res i­
dent has been understood to v iew  M r. S te ttin ius . . .  
as a Governm ent o ffic ia l who was reassuring to 
b ig  business.”  In  an ed ito ria l, the Tim es adds: 
“ The appo intm ent is h a pp ily  free  o f a ll po litica l 
im p lica tions . I t  is p la in ly  a rew ard  o f m e rit.”

W h a t are the “ m e rits ”  o f the 44-year old 
S te ttin iu s  ? Sure ly no t his achievements in  the 
S tate D epartm ent; he has been there on ly  one 
year. H is  “ m e rits ”  m ust be a ll the more unusual, 
fo r  he has been placed in charge o f the fo re ign  
a ffa irs  o f the U n ited  States in the f i f th  year o f 
the Second W orld  W ar, precise ly when the ques­
t io n  o f “ peace”  trea ties  begins to  take precedence 
over a ll o ther phases o f the con flic t.

A  H a p py  Choice
The f irs t  g rea t “ m e rit”  in  the  career o f 

S te ttin iu s  was the selection o f the fa m ily  in  
w h ich to be born. He rejected a w o rk ing  class 
b ir th  and made the wise choice o f a cradle among 
A m erica ’s 60 ru lin g  fam ilies . H is astuteness was 
fu r th e r  revealed by selecting fo r  his fa th e r in  
th is  narrow  c irc le  no th ing  less than a pa rtne r 
in  the House of J. P ie rpon t M organ.

A t  an e a rly  age his na tu ra l ta len ts  began to  
assert themselves. Accord ing to the newspapers 
now laud ing  his “ m e rits ,”  a t the u n ive rs ity  he 
practised look ing  dem ocratic by absta in ing  fro m  
r id in g  around the campus in  his fa th e r ’s Ro lls 
Royce. He likew ise  e a rly  recognized th a t bra ins 
and education are com m odities th a t can be p u r­
chased. He never graduated, but tu rned his a tten ­
tio n  to o rgan iz ing  an em ploym ent agency fo r  
in d ig en t students.

H is success a t m ilk in g  ind igen t students b rough t 
h is  “ m e rits ”  to the a tte n tio n  o f a vice-president 
o f General M otors, according to  the press. A nd 
so he w ent to  w o rk  as stock room a ttendan t a t 
the  H y a tt  R o lle r B earing  W orks a t 44 cents an 
hour. S te ttin ius  d id  no t pause to organize a union 
and t r y  to  raise th is  m iserable ra te  o f pay. Such 
were his “ m e rits ”  th a t in  a l i t t le  m ore than three 
years he became no th in g  less than a V ice P res i­
dent o f General M otors.

B ig  Business P o lit ic s
The auto barons sent h im  to  W ashington d u rin g  

N R A  days to  defend th e ir  special in te rests. H is  
“ m e rits ”  in  th is  assignm ent were so conspicuous 
th a t M yro n  T a y lo r o f U n ited  States Steel— which 
lik e  General M otors is dom inated by the House o f 
M organ— inv ited  h im  to  become vice cha irm an o f 
its  F inance Com m ittee. By the age o f 87 he had 
been prom oted to C hairm an o f the Board. The 
up and com ing M organ lieu tenan t soon fa m il ia r iz ­
ed h im se lf w ith  the in te rn a tio n a l connections o f

Two O f A  K in d

T he  R eal M o ra l
PM  doesn’t  have the “ m ora l”  qu ite s tra ig h t. 

The rea l m ora l is  th a t labor took a defeat in  the 
election. W a ll S tree t won. The on ly way labor 
could have made headway in  the election would 
have been th rough  an independent labor pa rty . 
The on ly  reason Roosevelt can make appo in t­
ments like  th a t o f S te ttin iu s  is because H illm a n - 
M u rra y  and the o ther labor lieutenants o f W a ll 
S tree t delivered h im  the labo r vote and blocked 
the organ iza tion  o f in  independent labo r pa rty .

W a ll S treet can place its  fa v o rite  sons th rou gh ­
ou t the governm ent and get the a lm ost unanimous 
endorsement o f Congress fo r  its  choices on ly  be­
cause no independent labo r p a r ty  exists to p ro test 
and figh t.

The rea l m ora l o f the S te ttin ius  appo in tm ent— 
and its  approval by Congress— is, bu ild  an in ­
dependent labor p a rty .

Tw o lead ing labor skates, W illia m  Green, P resident o f the 
Am erican Federation o f Labor, and President B row n o f the In te r ­
na tiona l B rotherhood o f E le c tr ica l W orkers, posing a t the New 
Orleans convention o f the A F L .

AFL LEADERS COMPLAIN 
PLENTY, OPPOSE ACTION

Labor’s Fight Against 
Low Standard Of Living

B y  C. Thom as
Roosevelt's preelection demagogy reached its height in his 

Chicago speech when he promised that the capitalist “ free enter­
prise”  system would provide 60 m illion jobs “ after the war.”  His 
supporters among the liberals and labor bureaucrats immediately 
seized upon this counterfeit “ promise”  and are passing it  around 
as good coin. Roosevelt was purposefully vague about how he 
intended to fu lfill his promise of 60-million jobs “ after the war” 
which is 3-million more than the wartime peak. It is obvious 
that this fraud is intended to divert the attention of the workers 
from their present struggle to 
maintain their standard of l iv ­
ing in the face of frozen wages 
and rising prices.

In  a rad io speech a tta ck in g  the 
L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , p rin ted  in 
the A F L  News Service (Nov.
14), George M eany, A F L  Secre­
ta ry -T reasu re r, tr ie d  to convince 
the  em ployers th a t i t  was to  th e ir  
in te re s t to  pay h igh wages. F u ll 
em ploym ent and p rospe rity , said 
M eany, could on ly be assured on 
the  basis o f a h igh-w age econ­
om y which provides the masses 
w ith  the necessary purchasing 
power to  buy back the products 
o f labor. “ L e t those who have 
been ta lk in g  in  te rm s o f fu l l  em­
p loym en t a fte r  the w a r,”  he ad­
ded, “ o f f u l l  production, o f a na­
tio n a l income o f 140 b illio n  do l­
la rs  and 60,000,000 postw ar jobs 
look th is  problem  square ly in  the 
eye. There w ill be no f u l l ' em­
p loym ent, no h igh  na tiona l in ­
come, no 60,000,000 jobs unless i t  
is  on the basis o f a h igh  wage 
income. O ur A m erican system 
cannot provide fu l l  em ploym ent 
on any o ther basis.”

CLASS C O LL A B O R A T IO N

A f te r  advancing his premise, 
Meany goes on to  assure the em­
ployers th a t labor has no selfish 
m otive  in  dem anding h igher 
wages. “ Labor’s position on th is  
question,”  he says, “ cannot be 
charged to  its  tra d it io n a l desire 
to  get fo r  its e lf  a fa ire r  share of 
the w ealth  i t  produces. The prob­
lem here transcends even th is  
age-hold objective o f labo r.”  The 
rea l “ problem ”  tha t M eany is 
concerned about is the preserva­
t io n  o f “ our A m erican”  ca p ita lis t 
system. L ike  the res t o f the  labor

bureaucrats, he preaches the 
id e n tity  o f in te res t between cap i­
ta l and labor —  between m aster 
and wage slave.

The “ age-old ob jective o f la ­
bor”  th a t M eany contends is 
“ transcended”  by the ob jective of 
saving cap ita lism  is no th ing  less 
than the class s trugg le  over the 
d iv is ion  o f the na tiona l income. 
The “ age-old”  fu n c tio n  o f the 
trade unions is to  defend the in ­
terests o f the w orkers  in  th is  
s trugg le . F rom  th e ir  ve ry  in ­
ception, the trade  unions engaged 
in s trugg le  w ith  the employers 
over wages, hours and w o rk ing  
conditions. I t  was the need of 
the w orkers to p ro tec t them sel­
ves aga inst unbrid led  exp lo ita ­
tion  by the cap ita lis ts  th a t 
b rough t the unions in to  e x is t­
ence.

As A m erican in d u s try  expand­
ed on a na tiona l scale the  trade 
unions were forced to un ite  the 
local and .c ity cen tra l bodies in to  
na tiona l organ iza tions. The s tru g ­
gle  over the d iv is ion  o f the na­
tiona l income continued on a 
h igher level and a w ider scale. In ­
stead o f in d iv idu a l employers, 
the unions more o ften  confronted 
associations o f em ployers backed 
by the repressive m ach inery of 
the governm ent —  police, m il it ia  
and arm y. To the power o f the 
em ployers and th e ir  governm ent, 
the w orkers counterposed the 
power o f ■ th e ir  organized num ­
bers. By the use o f trade union 
methods —  strikes , boycott, etc. 
—  the organized labo r movement 
continued to  w in  substan tia l gains.

Given the fa c t th a t A m erican 
cap ita lism  was g row ing , expand­
in g  and constan tly  ascending, i t

was by and la rge , able to  sa tis fy  
the demands o f the  upper layers 
o f the w orkers —  and hold out 
hopes o f im provem ent to  the  m ost 
exp lo ited masses. The w o rk in g  
class standard  o f l iv in g  con ti­
nued to  im prove.

B u t now the s itua tion  is e n tire ­
ly  d iffe re n t. Am erican cap ita lism  
entered its  period o f absolute dec­
line  a fte r  the 1929 crash. I t  is 
no longer able to m itig a te  the 
class co n flic t over the d iv is ion  of 
the na tiona l income by g ra n tin g  
s ig n ifica n t concessions, bu t seeks 
to take back those concessions a l­
ready won by the workers th rough  
b itte r  s trugg le . To m a in ta in  its  
p riv ileges and p ro fits  the A m e ri­
can c a p ita lis t class unceasingly 
endeavours la  d rive  down the 
liv in g  standards o f the workers.

In  th is  s trugg le , the unions no 
longer con fro n t the in d iv idua l 
em ployer, nor even the associa­
tion  o f employers, b u t the em­
p loy in g  class as a whole opera t­
in g  th rough  the na tiona l govern­
m ent -— which functions as its  
executive com m ittee. The calcu­
la ted ob jective o f Roosevelt’s 
“ wage s ta b iliz a tio n ”  fra u d  is to 
reduce la bo r’s share o f the na­
tio n a l income. Frozen wages in  
the face o f a constant rise in the 
cost o f liv in g  has increased the 
income o f the priee-gougers and 
coupon-clippers a t the expense 
o f the workers.

In  a survey conducted by “ In ­
vestors’ Syndicate”  i t  is revealed 
th a t the 1944 na tiona l income “ as 
a whole”  m ainta ined the same 
level as in  1943 B U T  T H E  
W A G E  E A R N E R S  S H A R E  D E ­
C L IN E D . The decline o f la b o r’s 
share, “ re fle c tin g  w a r con tract 
te rm ina tions  and consequent re ­
ductions in  hours o f w o rk  and 
lessened pay,”  was o ffse t by in ­
creased p ro fits  and dividends fo r  
the corpora tions and bankers, 
stockjobbers and speculators. Th is 
means th a t the unions have f a i l ­
ed to pe rfo rm  th e ir  p r im a ry  fu n c ­
tion  o f de fending the w o rke rs ’ 
standard o f liv in g . T h is  fa ilu re  
can be d ire c tly  a ttr ib u te d  to  the

(Continued fro m  page 1)

w ar jobs, and doesn’t  see th a t 
th is  ev il (the  L i t t le  Steel F o r­
m ula) is removed, is te llin g  the 
people a damnable u n tru th ,”  bel­
lowed Meany. Later, when asked 
wham he was ta lk in g  about, Mea­
ny  w eakly said, “ a dream er by the 
name o f W allace.”

Opposition, to “ governm ent in ­
terference'’ ran th rough a ll the 
querulous c ritic ism s  and com­
pla in ts. B u t th is  d id  not betoken 
any desire to break w ith  the A F L  
leadership’s tra d itio n a l po licy  of 
co llabora tion w ith  the cap ita lis t 
class and its  goverm ent. R a ther i t  
was a nosta lg ic lam ent fo r  the 
uncom plicated h o r s  e-and-buggy 
era of Gomper’s “ sim ple trade 
un ion ism ,”  when union business 
agents could w a lk  in to  a boss's 
office and make a  “ deal”  w ith o u t 
the headaches of governm ent p ro­
cedure and regu la tions o f today.

S E E K  M O RE FAVO R S
W h a t the  A F L  fake rs  re a lly  

w ant is a "favored servant”  posi­
tion , w h ich they feel is now oc­
cupied by the CIO. T h e ir  attacks 
on the W LB, the N LR B  and ad­
m in is tra tio n  po licy  generally 
were burdened w ith  laments 
about the “ fa v o r it is m ”  shown the 
CIO. I f  they b e little d  the role 
of CIO-FAC in  the recent national 
elections, i t  was on ly to boast, as 
Danie l J. Tobin, A F L  Teamsters 
Czar did, th a t the A F L  had done 
m ore to reelect Roosevelt than 
the CIO.

W hile  accusing the CIO of 
“ ra id in g ”  A F L  unions and be lit­
t lin g  its  more dynam ic in d u s tr ia l 
un ion character and increasing 
in fluence, the A F L  m oguls repeat­
ed th e ir  annual pica fo r “ labor 
u n ity ."  They called fo r  the CIO 
“ e rr in g  ones”  to re tu rn  to the 
“ house of labor.”  B u t i t  was 
clear they did  not moan rea l un­
ity ,  on the basis o f preserv ing 
and extending in d u s tr ia l o rgan iza­
tion . T h e ir reso lu tion  charged 
the in d u s tr ia l un ions w ith  res­
p o n s ib ility  fo r the o rig in a l sp lit, 
a lthough i t  was actua lly  provoked 
by the jealous refusal of the c ra ft 
union heads to support organiza­
tion  of the ’ in d u s tr ia l workers. 
C ra ft un ion ism  rem ains the dom­
in an t “ ph ilosophy”  of the A F L,

Child Labor 
Increase

Child labor figures are to ­
day h a lf a m illio n  h igher than 
they were in  1920, according 
to  the la te s t re p o rt issued by 
the N a tiona l C h ild  Labor Com­
m ittee. , A t  least 3,000,000 
ch ild ren between the ages of 
14 and 17 are now employed, 
w h ile  the h igh school en ro ll­
m ent has dropped 1,000,000 
below its  pre -w ar to ta l.

Even these figures, however, 
do no t show the fu l l  e ffects o f 
the w ar in  d r iv in g  ch ild ren out 
o f the schools and in to  the 
factories. They do no t te ll how 
many hundreds o f thousands of 
youngsters arc  il le g a lly  em­
ployed in  sweatshops, o r kep t 
a t home to  w o rk  on fa rm s.

Union Tops Shield 
Roosevelt In Wage 
Freezing Fraud

(Continued from page 1)

as revealed in  the ju r is d ic tio n a l 
squabbles tha t broke fo rth  on the 
convention flo o r and the ca ll fo r 
amendment of the W agner A c t 
to guarantee “ maintenance of 
c ra ft un ion in te g r ity .”

The u tte r ly  reactionary char­
acter o f the A F L  tops was fu r th e r  
revealed on the bu rn ing  question 
of Jim -Crow segregation of Negro 
workers in to  special “ a u x ilia r ie s ”  
of various in te rn a tio n a l unions. 
Ug ly and in s u lt in g  words were 
spoken aga inst A . P h illip  Ran­
dolph, head of the Sleeping Car 
Porters, fo r  dem anding a resolu­
tion  condem ning and ou tlaw ing 
" lily -w h ite ”  policies. Resolutions 
were passed against d isc rim in a ­
t io n  in  government, armed forces 
and in d u s try  —  bu t no t inside 
the A F L  in te rna tiona ls . The A F L  
leaders, who could com m it the en­
t ire  A F L  to a no-strike pledge, 
pleaded no a u th o r ity  to order 
non-d iscrim ina tion  w ith in  its  
member organizations.

B u t the actions of the select 
few a t the A F L  convention does 
not bespeak the real mood and 
views of the A F L  membership. 
L ik e  the rest of labor, the ranks 
are g ro w in g  more discontented, 
more eager fo r  rea l action aga inst 
the wage-freeze, m ore disgusted 
w ith  do-noth ing, se rv ile  policies. 
S torm y days are com ing; the 
A F L  workers w i l l  be heard from .

fa lse policies o f the un ion leader­
ship.

The class co llabora tion  policies 
o f the  labor bureaucrats have 
been carried  th rou gh  under the 
slogan o f “ na tiona l u n ity ”  which 
is based on the fra u d  th a t the 
in te rests o f the w orkers are iden­
tica l w ith  those o f the employers. 
T h is  deception has served to  fu r ­
ther enrich the cap ita lis ts  a t the 
expense o f the wage earners. The 
w a rtim e  experience o f the A m er­
ican w o rk in g  class has proved 
again th a t those who preach the 
id e n tity  o f in te res t between capi­
ta l and labor are e ithe r hypoc­
rites , demagogues o r lia rs .

R O O S E V E LT ’S H O A X  
Roosevelt’s “ eq ua lity  o f sacri­

fice”  prom ise d u rin g  the w ar, like  
his prom ise fo r  60,000,000 jobs 
“ a fte r  the w a r,”  is a m onstrous 
hoax. I f  the decaying ca p ita lis t 
system survives i t  can only b ring  
mass unem ploym ent, hunger and 
despair. In  th is  period, when the 
s trugg le  over the d iv is ion  o f the 
na tiona l income is directed 
aga inst the governm ent, the

methods o f “ pure and sim ple trade 
un ion ism ”  are hopelessly inade­
quate. Labor ca n . m a in ta in  its  
standard o f l iv in g  on ly  by w ag­
ing  an irreconcilab le  po litica l 
s trugg le  aga inst the c a p ita lis t 
governm ent which enforces the 
wage freeze d u rin g  the w a r —  
and plans to sabotage production 
in the in te res t o f m a in ta in in g  
m onopoly prices and p ro fits , 
“ a fte r  the w a r.”

New tim es, new conditions new 
problems requ ire  new methods. 
The unions can pe rfo rm  th e ir  
p rim a ry  func tion  o f sa feguard ing 
the m a te ria l in te rests o f the w o rk ­
ers on ly by fa k in g  the in it ia t iv e  
in launching labo r’s own p o litica l 
p a rty  w ith  the ob ject o f ousting  
the po litica l agents o f B ig  B usi­
ness and in s ta llin g  a W orkers and 
Farm ers Governm ent. O nly such 
a w o rk ing  class governm ent, a rm ­
ed w ith  a correct program , can 
ensure fu l l  em ploym ent, h igh 
wages, peace and prospe rity .

fe r w ith  the President on S tab il­
iza tion po licy, James F. Byrnes. 
D irec to r of W ar M ob iliza tion , had 
advised h im  that, M r. Roosevelt 
d id  not th in k  the tim e appro­
priate, in  view  of Congressional 
hearings on the  subject.”

R O O S E V E LT B A C K S  W L B
Roosevelt d id n ’t  even w ant to 

ta lk  to h is labor flunkeys about 
“ the subject.”  F o llow ing  th is  cue. 
the W LB  turned down the wage 
raise pe titio n  because: “ Wage 
s tab iliza tion  was declared to  be a 
m atter fo r  Congress and no t fo r 
the Chief Executive.”  A fte r  freez­
in g  wages by executive decree, 
Roosevelt washed h is  hands of 
the whole m a tte r by re fe rr in g  the 
labor “ statem ent”  —  to Congress.

A  m onth la te r, on A p r i l 7, the 
“ Chief E xecu tive”  added in s u lt 
to in ju ry  by releasing a “ hold- 
the-line”  rep o rt repud ia ting  la ­
bor’s contention th a t the cost of 
liv in g  had seen s tead ily  ris ing . 
“ Indeed,”  said the report, “ the 
cost of l iv in g  as a whole is s lig h t­
ly  lower than i t  was a year ago 
today.”  Iro n y  its e lf stands d is­
armed before such colossal im pu­
dence. The object of the report, 
of course, was to bolster the W LB  
in ho ld ing the wage freezing line  
against the workers.

Just p r io r  to the recent na­
tiona l elections the incessant rise  
in  the cost of l iv in g  gave rise 
to renewed pressure fo r  an up­
ward rev is ion  o f the L i t t le  Steel 
form ula. As pa rt o f the pre-elec­
tion  demagogy “ rum ors”  were 
spread tha t Roosevelt was going 
to abolish the  wage freeze. P h ilip  
M urra y  was the most persistent 
in  spreading th is  rum or. These 
rum ors prec ip ita ted a counter­
campaign by the cost-plus pa­
tr io ts  and the c a p ita lis t press 
which proved “ em barrassing”  to 
labo r’s “ fr ie n d ”  in  the W h ite  
House.

The labo r skates were called 
to  a conference by Roosevelt. 
“ There is reason to  believe,”  
w ro te  the labor rep o rte r fo r  the 
N . Y . T im es, “ th a t the President 
has in fo rm ed some labor leaders 
o f his reluctance to  do an y th ing  
tha t would invo lve any change in  
the wage s ta b iliza tio n  po licy in  a 
hu rried  fash ion.”  The labo r w ind ­
bags collapsed lik e  a pricked 
ba lloon! They q u it  ta lk in g  about 
the wage freeze and in tensified 
th e ir  frenz ied  cam paign against 
— H e rbe rt Hoover.

A few weeks a fte r the election 
the W LB  released the “ cost of 
l iv in g ”  report w h ich upheld the 
Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics  index 
on 'which the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  
was based. T h is  rep o rt proves 
again, th a t w h ile  figures don’t 
lie  —  lia rs  do figure! A  week 
la te r came the odious d irec tive  
re jecting  the 'dem and of the steel 
workers fo r a wage increase of 
17 cents an hour as a “ v io la tio n ”  
of the L it t le  Steel fo rm ula . Be­
cause of a few " fr in g e ”  demands 
th row n them as a sop by W LB, 
M urra y  and h is  gang are crow ing 
lik e  roosters over th e ir  “ v ic to ry ”  
ip  the steel wage case —  Efnd 
p red ic ting  th a t th e ir  “ fr ie n d ” 
w ill enhance . th is  “ v ic to ry ”  by 
rev is ing  the L it t le  Steel fo rm u la  
which is now in  his hands.

B u t the  P resident is “ re luc­
ta n t”  to do a n y th in g  in  a “ bur 
ried fash ion.”  A fte r  a ll, i t  has 
on ly  been two and a h a lf years 
since the wage freeze was im ­
posed under Roosevelt’s “ seven- 
p o in t”  program ! The W ashing­
ton correspondent fo r  Justice, o f­
fic ia l organ o f the  In te rn a tio n a l 
Ladies Garm ent W orkers Union, 
w rite s  th a t “ the re  is every in d i­
cation th a t P resident Roosevelt 
w i l l  aw a it the new Congress be­
fore do ing an y th in g  about the 
L it t le  Steel fo rm u la .”  D on’t  rush 
the President, boys! He doesn’t  
like  to  be “ h u rried .”

The “ new Congress”  w i l l  pre­
sum ably be packed w ith  “ labo r’s 
frien ds ”  elected w ith  the aid o f 
H illm a n -M u rra y ’s C IO -PAC. The 
W ash ing ton correspondent of 
Justice asks the question, “ w hat 
can labo r expect,”  and then 
answers: “ Don’t  expect too much 
and cherish no illus ions .”  The 
M il ita n t  te lls  the w orke rs : You’ll  
get no th ing  unless you f ig h t fo r  
i t !  No dependence on the spurious 
“ friends  o f la bo r”  in the camp o f 
the class enemy. O nly the in ­
dependent s treng th  and so lid a rity  
o f the labor movement can smash 
the wage freeze. Y ank the labor 
zombies o f f  the wage-freezing 
W LB . Break w ith  the po litica l 
agents o f B ig  Business! Launch 
labo r’s own po litica l o rgan iza tion  
— the Independent Labor P a rty .

A sk Y o u r  S liopm ate  to 

S ubscribe  to The M il ita n t

S lim  was s it t in g  on the bench in  f ro n t  o f h is locker, d raw ing  
on his long underwear, lo ok in g  disgusted and cussing a l i t t le  b it .  
“ Damn i t  a l l, ”  he said “ every year when I  s ta r t  w e aring  these th ings  
I  swear i t ’s the la s t tim e  I  pu t in  a w in te r in  th is  re fr ig e ra tio n  p lan t. 
B u t here ’s another w in te r  and here I  am aga in .”

Yes, the salamanders (po rtab le  stoves) are ou t on the  f lo o r  
again, and Pop P h ilib e r is busy a ll day long  load ing  them  up w ith  
coke, t in k e r in g  w ith  the home-made gra tes to  m ake the fires go. 
The fe llow s are w earing  th e ir  w in te r caps and m ackinaws to  w ork. 
They take them  o f f  on ly  to  p u t three o r fo u r  old sweaters on under 
th e ir  overalls. A  few  guys aren ’t  do ing th is  because the y  know  the 
w o rs t o f the cold w eather hasn’t  begun yet, and they  w a n t to  keep 
a couple sweaters back as a  s o rt o f ace-in-the-hole.

You get cold ju s t to  look at the shop th is  tim e  o f year. The 
g ray l ig h t  th a t filte rs  in  keeps rem ind ing  you o f the long  w in te r 
ahead, and you keep dreading it ,  w h ile  you joke  about how com­
fo rtab le  i t ’s supposed to  be to freeze to  death a fte r  the f irs t  stages 
are over.

Even now, when i t ’s h a rd ly  below freez ing , the salamanders 
don’t  th ro w  any heat to  speak of. The on ly  tim e  they  w a rm  you is 
around s ta rt in g  tim e  o r q u itt in g  tim e  when everybody huddles around 
them  to toast th e ir  hands and freeze th e ir  backs. A nd  ye t we use 
about a qu a rte r ton o f coke in  one o f them  in  24 hours. I t  makes you 
sick to  th in k  o f a ll th a t heat go ing w ay up to  the  ra fte rs — enough 
fo r  a couple o f good sized homes, b u t no t enough to  m ake you com­
fo rta b le  s ix  fe e t away.

O f course i t ’s b e tte r here than  the open hearth  o r the b las t 
furnace, where you sweat lik e  h e ll one m inu te  and tu rn  around to  
ge t a zero w ind in  you r face the next. T h a t’s, as good a w ay as any 
to ge t pneum onia and s ta r t  pushing up the  daisies by  spring tim e . 
B u t i t  s t i l l  burns you up to hear Scissorb ill Sam pass cracks about 
how hea lthy  i t  is  to  w o rk  in a good, steady low  tem pera tu re . I t  
can’t  be hea lthy  to  fee l as though you r toes were be ing squeezed 
w ith  a p lie rs  fo r  e igh t hours a day, and have y o u r nose ru n n in g  like  
a leaky faucet.

You can bet the superin tendent and the p la n t b ig  shots don’t  
get fro s t bite. They take precious good care o f themselves, a l l r ig h t.  
T h e ir offices are a nice even steam heated tem pera tu re  a ll w in te r 
long. They may have cold hearts, bu t they keep th e ir  fingers and 
toes w arm  enough. Jus t th in k , they can even take th e ir  s u it  coats 
o f f  i f  they w ant to, and lean back and smoke a fa t  c ig a r w h ile  they 
figu re  ou t where they ’ l l  spend a l i t t le  chunk o f th e ir  p ro fits  in  the 
evening. Cold? They never heard o f it .  O ut o f the office in to  the 
lim ousine w a it in g  at the door— o ff  to  the club fo r  a few  appetizers 
before a lu xu rio us  d inner in  a the rm o sta t heated home.

They m ig h t have been cold fo r  a few  m inutes once la s t F eb rua ry  
though. There ’s a steam pipe th a t goes th rou gh  the shop, under and 
across the roadway, to  the offices. A nd  i t  sprung a b ig  leak. The 
steam came out in  one constant h iss ing  cloud. E verybody w o rk in g  
anywhere nearby was kep t nice and w arm . People w a lked by  k ind  
o f slow, to ge t th a t good s izz ling  heat. B u t the superin tendent and 
his buddies m ust have fe lt  a b it  c h illy . Because a bunch o f re p a ir 
men came over r ig h t  aw ay and fixed the  pipe. B y  the  end o f the 
s h ift ,  the w a te r fro m  the  steam had frozen  on the  flo o r, and once in  
a w h ile  you could look over and see the stock boy ta k in g  a ru n  and 
a s lide on the ice as he w ent back and fo r th  on his errands.

IT  A L L  D EPEN D S ON P R O F IT S
Y ear a fte r  year you ge t so used to seeing the cold se ttle  down 

in  the shop, you begin to  take i t  fo r  g ranted and live  w ith  it .  B u t 
you never begin to  lik e  it .  Y'ou never g e t over th a t f ir s t  shudder 
when you come in  fro m  the fresh  outdoors to th a t bleak, c h ill barn.

W hy take i t  fo r  g ranted? Is  i t  im possib le to  heat the place? 
Do you th in k  i t  can’t  be done ? W hy  the furnaces a t the Open H e arth  
are th ir t y  th ree  hundred degrees fa h re n h e it and you ’ve go t 
ch ilb la ins  in  you r toes. The shop’s too b ig?  Baloney! W h a t about 
the b ig  theatres and departm ent stores th a t they keep a t s ix ty  to 
seventy degrees a ll w in te r?  W e ll, o f course the y  have to  heat the 
theatres because people w ou ldn ’t  spend hard-earned m oney to  see 
D o ro thy  Lam our w h ile  they sat in  an ice-box— o f course. The theatre, 
bosses w ou ldn ’t  make money. They w ou ldn ’t  make a p ro fit .

A nd there you have it .  In  one case hea ting  adds to  the bosses’ 
p ro fits , in  another case i t  would take a l i t t le  aw ay. Y our com fo rt 
and health  are o f no in te re s t to  the bosses, except on a p ro fit  and 
loss sheet. I f  the re ’s a p ro fit  in  i t  fo r  them , okay you ge t heat. I f  
there isn ’t, then i t ’s too bad. You freeze.

T h a t’s the p ro fit  system. A nd  th a t ’s the w ay i t ’s go t to  be under 
the p ro fit  system. A nd  you w ou ldn ’t  le t a l i t t le  th in g  lik e  pneum onia 
or rheum atism  in te rfe re  w ith  a b ig  th in g  lik e  the p ro fit  system, 
w ould you?

10 Years Ago 
In The Militant

D E C E M B E R  8 , 1 93 4
N E W  YOR*K— “  F o rm a tio n  o f a progressive m ovem ent in  the trade  

unions and the selection o f concentra tion po in ts  in  in d u s try  were 
the tw o m ain po in ts  o f a p rogram  o f action in  the trade  unions,

■ adopted by a special conference o f trade un ion delegates and 
adopted unan im ously by the U n ity  Convention”  o f the new ly  
created W orkers  P a rty  o f Am erica, The M il ita n t  reported.

Thus the new revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , fo rm ed by the fus ion  o f 
the Com m unist League o f A m erica  (T ro ts k y is t)  and the A m e r­
ican W orkers P a rty  (M u s te ite ), set its  f ir s t  perspectives in  the 
mass movements o f the A m erican w o rk in g  class. Specific con­
cen tra tion  po in ts  fo r  the f irs t  m onths o f w o rk  were chosen; the 
te x tile  in d u s try  in the East, the auto in d u s try  in  D e tro it, Toledo 
and Cleveland, the coal mines o f I llin o is , Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and W est V irg in ia , and the M inneapo lis-S t. Paul area in  w h ich 
the T ro ts k y is t leaders had already led the w orkers in  a series 
o f successful m ilita n t s trikes.

C A N A D A — G reeting the fo rm a tio n  o f the new W orkers  P a rty  o f 
A m erica, the W orkers P a rty  o f Canada (T ro ts k y is t)  reported 
its  own progress in  m a jo r c ities o f Canada: M on trea l, Toron to , 
H am ilton , W inn ipeg, and Vancouver. A n a lyz in g  the conditions 
under which the W orkers P a rty  o f Canada worked, the a rtic le  
stressed the governm ent persecution o f rad ica l pa rties, po in tin g  
ou t th a t T im  Buck, leader o f the Com m unist P a rty , had ju s t 
been released a fte r  “ three years in  ja i l  on charges o f c r im in a l 
conspiracy aga ins t the Canadian Government. The S ta lin is t 
P a rty  has been v ir tu a lly  ou tlaw ed.”  (T im  Buck, s t i l l  the  lead ing 
figu re  o f the Canadian S ta lin is t apparatus, today is a supporte r 
o f the Canadian Governm ent.)

M IN N E A P O L IS — “ Seventy trade unions have un ited  in a defense 
com m ittee to g ive organized la b o r’s m il ita n t  answer to a fra m e - 
up cam paign launched by the C itizens A lliance  . . . d irected 
p r im a r ily  aga inst the leaders o f General D rive rs  Local 574 
(w ith  the ob jective o f)  the te rro r iz a tio n  o f the whole local un ion 
m ovem ent,”  said a d ispatch to The M ilita n t.

In  co llabora tion  w ith  the M inneapo lis police, the C itizens 
A lliance  sought to p in  onto the leaders o f Local 574, responsib i­
l i t y  fo r  the death o f A r th u r  Lym an, ca p ita lis t p layboy k illed  
w h ile  acting  as s tr ike -b rea k ing  deputy s h e r if f  du ring  the  M ay 
1934 s tr ik e  o f the tru ckd rive rs .

the steel t ru s t  and the problem s o f ru lin g  the 
steel in dus try .

In  1939, as h is nex t assignm ent in  the M organ 
em pire, he gave up his $100,000 sa lary, “ resigned”  
a ll his connections w ith  B ig  Business and became 
a do lla r-a -year C hairm an o f Roosevelt’s W ar 
Resources Board. A  man w ith  such a wholesome 
a ttitu d e  could not help prove reassuring to  B ig  
Business. Consequently he served in  add ition  on 
the N a tiona l Defense A dv iso ry  Commission and 
as d irec to r o f p r io r it ie s  in the OPM. H is “ m e rits ”  
in  these posts were so g ra tify in g  to B ig  Business 
th a t in  1941 he was made D irec to r o f Lend-Lease.

Two years o f s tru g g lin g  a long on his do lla r-a - 
year sa lary, hand ling tens o f b illion s  o f do lla rs in  
Lend-Lease, clinched his “ m e rits ”  in  the eyes o f 
W a ll S treet. W hen U nder Secretary o f S tate 
Sumner W’elles resigned in  1943, S te ttin ius  was 
shot in to  his post.

Thus we can see how ju s tifia b le  is the con­
clusion o f the N . Y . T im es th a t his appo intm ent 
as Secretary o f S tate is a “ rew ard  o f m e rit.”  The 
Tim es should know— Thomas W . Lam on t o f the 
House o f M organ has personal connections w ith  
its  editors.

L ib e ra ls  W r in g  T h e ir  Hands
PM, however, representing  lib e ra l opin ion, has 

a d iffe re n t v iew  o f S te ttin ius . A  (Nov. 28 ed ito ria l 
declares: “ N o t even his g rea test adm irers c la im  
fo r  S te ttin ius  e ithe r ou tstand ing a b ilitie s , deep 
ins igh ts , o r passionate convictions . . . h is con­
nections w ith  U n ited  States Steel mean th a t he 
has connections w ith  the carte l s truc tu re  o f the 
w o rld .”

A nd then PM , one o f the m ost b la ta n t pro- 
Roosevelt papers in  the country, w rin g s  its  
hands: “ The m ora l fo r  A m erican progressives is 
a s ta rk  one. Here we are a t a tim e  when the 
fu tu re  o f w o rld  labor and w o rld  democracy w ill 
be decided by w h a t happens in  in te rna tiona l 
po licy, and especially w ha t happens in  the A m er­
ican S tate Dept, and the A m erican Senate. And 
here we are ju s t a few  weeks a fte r  a g rea t 
progressive e lectora l v ic to ry . Y e t in  the f irs t  
m a jo r appo in tm ent a fte r  th a t v ic to ry , the 
progressives have su ffe red  a defeat.”

B y Joseph Hansen B y V . G rey
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Plenty Of Grievances
B il l  Peterson, from  whom we 

heard th rou gh  th is  colum n a few  
weeks ago, says tha t we have 
p len ty  to he burned up about. 
Here's how he puts it :

“ Negro w orkers  have p len ty of 
grievances. In  the shops w ith  
the cutbacks coming, com petition 
fo r  jobs is leading to u n fa ir  race 
d isc rim in a tio n . To secure up­
g rad ing in most shops is almost 
impossible.

“ W hat a ll Negroes c la im  is the 
ina lienab le r ig h t  to  be free  to 
exercise f irs t  class Am erican c it i ­
zenship. A m erican ‘democracy’ 
th ro ttle s  the le g itim a te  expres­
sion o f Negro development. P o l­
it ic a l o ffic ia ls  close th e ir  ey.es to 
the in jus tices meted out to us. 
The governm ent o ffic ia ls  have 
declared by th e ir  actions th a t Ne­
groes are no t com petent to be 
given fu l l  c itizensh ip. W e deny 
th is  strenuously!

“ The governm ent has com m it­
ted many crimes against the Ne­
gro. Since 1620 they have done 
e ve ry th in g  to  exp lo it us. * They 
have given us l i t t le  chance to  
cope w ith  the  environm ent. I f  
we are deficient in  s k il l or expe ri­
ence necessary to  enable us to  f i t  
in to  the m anagem ent o f Am erican 
a ffa irs , i t  is because they have! 
never given us the op p o rtu n ity  | 
to  develop those qua lities . We 
demand resp on s ib ility  at once!

“ The N egro resents and con­
demns the constant segregation 
o f the Negro in the U . S. A rm y . 
F urthe rm ore , the present gov­
ernm ent has taken good care to 
see th a t, in  ad d ition  to  segrega­
tion , the Negroes in  t iie  a rm y 
have ve ry  l i t t le  chance to  get 
equal trea tm en t.

“ These tw o  general grievances 
—  p o lit ic a l and economic bondage : 
and segregation, are dom inant. 
Beyond them  there  is a lm ost any 
num ber o f detailed com plaints.

T H E  R E A L  RECORD
“ A m erican Negroes are s ta rv ­

ed fo r  education. In  the South, 
where segregation is worse, un­
counted m illio n s  o f state money 
is spent in  pub lic  schools exclu­
s ive ly  fo r  wh ites, w h ile  a few  
w retched pennies are spent on 
pub lic  schools fo r  Negroes. In  
view' o f th is  fa c t i t  is  no wonder 
th a t the education obtained is 
sometimes m iserable.

“ The A m erican governm ent 
po in ts to the ‘ record’ in  public 
health  and emphasizes the  wond­
e r fu l job i t  has done. Y e t the 
Negroes’ death ra te  is the h igh ­
est in  the U n ited  States. N o t less 
than 20 percent o f the en tire  Ne­
g ro  popu lation is poorly  nour-

ished, w h ich  means th a t 2,600,000 
Negroes in  th is  A m erica  don’t  
get enough to eat.

“ Social d isc rim in a tio n  is a b it ­
te r po in t. The record in  the fie ld 
o f social re fo rm  fo r  Negroes is 
neglig ib le . I t  is rid icu lous th a t 
even -men like  Paul Robeson m ay 
no t en ter m any o f the hotels in  
Am erican cities. Yes, A m erican 
color snobbery has le f t  more than 
one unpleasant trace.

“ The g reat o ff ic ia l power o f 
the various State, County and 
M un ic ipa l governm ents serves to  
make complete equa lity  fo r  N e­
gro c itizens impossible. Now, 
even the Federal governm ent does 
many th ings to subdue Negroes.

“ The w h ite  A m ericans have 
been ta u g h t to fee l th a t Negroes 
are incom petent, sh iftless, b r ib ­
able and hopelessly chained to 
re lig ious  supers tition . They say 
th a t the Negroes’ ‘capac ity  fo r  
equal c itizensh ip ’ is a fa n ta s tic  
overstatem ent. I t  has beep stated 
hundreds o f tim es th a t Negroes 
have an ‘ in fe r io r ity  com plex.’ I f  
any Negro has a sense o f in fe r ­
io r ity  i t  derives m ostly  fro m  gen­
erations o f be ing snubbed and 
trea ted like  dogs.

“ The po licy o f ca p ita lis t ‘dem­
ocracy’ in  a word, is to  keep the 
substance o f fu l l  c itizensh ip  from  
the Negroes. Negro po licy, in  
a word, is to defeat th is  aim . Sup­
pression o f a fixed and a rb itra ry  
type is no longer to  be to le rated. 
13,000,000 black w orkers w i l l  no 
longer take such trea tm en t. A lso 
they can no longer be foo led by 
fa lse  compromises by th e ir  so- 
called friends.

T IM E  TO F IG H T
“ The tim e  to f ig h t js  now ! I f  

c a p ita lis t A m erica has refused to 
g ive Negroes equal c itizensh ip 
d u rin g  th is  global war, i t  is  ha rd ­
ly  possible th a t they w ill do i t  
when the co n flic t is over.

“ We can no longer rem ain 
loya l to our open enemies o r our 
fa lse friends. We m ust g ive our 
support to th a t group whose p la t­
fo rm  includes th a t a ll people be 
given fu l l  c itizensh ip  r ig h ts  im ­
m edia te ly.”

The on ly o rgan iza tion  which 
w ill b ring  equal c itizensh ip , be­
yond à shadow o f a doubt, is  the 
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty . T h a t is 
so because its  program  is —  un­
ion o f a ll the workers against 
the cap ita lis ts  who con tro l the 
governm ent. When Negroes give 
to  th a t o rgan iza tion  fu l l  support, 
then and only then w ill th e ir 
grievances have reached the tone 
o f “ sounding brass and crashing 
cym bals.”

Allied Powers’ Puppet Regime In Greece Provokes 
Civil War By Its Move To Disarm The Masses

THE LESSON OF MINNEAPOLIS
TEAMSTERS STRIKES OF 1934

(Continued from page 1)

governm ent police opened fire  
w ith  machine guns and tom m y 
guns... C rouching behind low 
walls, lodged on f la t  roo fs and 
on second flo o r balconies, police 
poured thousands o f rounds of 
sm all arm s am m unition  in to  the 
massed dem onstra tors . . .

“ As a second body o f E A M  
dem onstrators came down the 
street, police increased the in te n ­
s ity  and range o f th e ir  fire, using 
heavier weapons, probably m or­
ta rs  and light, a n ti- ta n k  guns...

“ A  few  B r it is h  arm ored cars 
were on the scene when the po l­
ice f irs t  opened fire . O thers 
which a rrived  la te r parked among 
the scattered rem ains o f the dem­
o n s tra to r ’s banners several o f 
which lay  in la rge pools o f blood.”

“ IN C R E D IB L E  C O U R AG E”  
“ A thenians, hardened by e igh t 

years o f d ic ta to rsh ip  and te rro r, 
showed incred ib le  courage in  the 
face o f these modern weapons 
o f destruction  . . . W h ile  the po l­
ice were f ir in g  upon the unarmed 
dem onstrators, the mass o f the 
crowd continued to  m arch on e r­
ectly. O nly a few  sought cover... 
When the m archers reached the 
spot where th e ir  comrades were 
k illed , they paused fo r  a fqw  m in ­
utes to  pay homage to  the dead. 
The tanks moved s low ly  in , o r­
de ring  the crowd to  proceed.”

W hen the police ceased th e ir  
“ w ild  and savage”  f ir in g , 23 dead 
lay in the streets. M ore than 
150 were wounded. M ost o f the 
v ic tim s were boys and g ir ls  un­
der 18.
M A R T IA L  L A W  D E C LA R E D

On the fo llo w in g  day, Dec. 4, 
General Catsotas, ac ting  m il ita ry  
governor o f Athens, gave armed 
fo rm a tio ns  72 hours notice to  q u it 
the area. A n y  E L A S  members 
a tte m p tin g  to enter A thens a fte r  
then would be “ treated as en­
emies.”

L ieu t. Gen. Scobie declared 
m a rt ia l la w  and curfew  in A thens 
and said he was s tand ing f irm ly  
behind the Papandreou govern­
ment. He “ intends to  tre a t the 
action o f the E L A S  troops as 
m u tin y , to be pu t down by force 
i f  necessary.”  Drum head courts- 
m a rt ia l were set up to  enforce the 
m a rtia l law. Three fo rm ations  o f 
w orkers, according to  press re ­
ports , were disarm ed by B r it is h  
troops, one group o f 300, another 
o f 800, a th ird  o f 1200.

S trikes  which had begun Dec.
3 spread rap id ly . E A M  called 
fo r  a general s tr ike . A l l  shops, 
factories, m in is tr ies  and public 
and p riva te  in s ta lla tion s  were 
paralyzed. The E L A S  seized two 
police barracks in Piraeus, p o rt 
o f Athens. They were to ld  to 
w ith d ra w  or s u ffe r  the conse­
quences. Dock workers in  P ir ­
aeus paraded, armed w ith  clubs, 
knives and a few  guns. Some 
dem onstrators set up machine- 
guns in various points.

Greek partisans defied the o r­
ders o f Scobie and poured in to

A llie d  Com m ander and  Greek Puppet

General Scobie, B r it is h  Commander o f the  land force in  Greece is showm accom panying the 
puppet P rem ier George Papandreou to  the A crop o lis . Las t weekend Scobie’s forces were placed a t 
Papandreou‘s disposal in  h is  massacre o f the de m onstra ting  Greek masses.

Athens seiz ing 21 out o f 28 po l­
ice sta tions in  and around the 
c ity . B r it is h  troops took back 
tw o ou t o f fo u r  s ta tions in  P ir ­
aeus reestab lish ing Papandreou’s 
police. 400 o ther partisans a t­
tacked Ang lo-G reek naval head­
quarters armed w ith  autom atic 
weapons and machineguns. B r i t ­
ish arm ored cal's repulsed the a t­
tack. In  the Thessum d is tr ic t o f 
A thens the E L A S  closed on bes­
ieged roya lis ts  fro m  three sides, 
b a ttl in g  them fo r  15 hours. They 
outnumbered th e ir  foes s ix  to 
one. B r it is h  tanks rescued the 
roya lis ts , according to  a Dec. 5 
IN S  dispatch, leav ing  150 E LA S  
dead. A  whole E LA S  d iv is ion  is 
reported to have in fi ltra te d  in to  
the cap ita l in  groups.

The puppet cabinet o f the  A l­
lies abandoned th e ir  governm ent 
offices, flee in g  to  the H ote l 
Grande Bretagne guarded by 
B r it is h  tanks. P rem ier Papan- 
dreo ii o ff ic ia lly  procla im ed a “ gov­
ernm ent c ris is .”  B y th is  he meant 
he could no longer c a rry  on w ith ­
out re fo rm in g  his cabinet. On Dec. 
5, the puppet governm ent appar­
en tly  was s t i l l  w ith o u t any news 
o f the s itua tion  outside the capi­
ta l.

A P P E A L  TO SO LDIER S
M eanwhile the anger o f the 

people mounted. B y  December 5 
the general s tr ik e  was s t i l l  
spreading. A l l  dock w o rk  a t P ir ­
aeus, inc lud ing  the  un loading of 
food, ceased. W orkers  paraded 
before the B r it is h  embassy w ith  
placards. “ B r it is h  so ld ie rs !! Let 
Us Choose Our Own G overnm ent!’

Thousands o f A thenians, dis

There was no essential d iffe r ­
ence, in  fact I don’t th in k  there 
was auy serious diffe rence a t a ll 
between the s tr ik e rs  in  M inneapo­
lis  and the w o rkers  involved in  a 
hundred other s trikes throughout 
the land in  th a t period. Nearly 
a ll the s trikes  were fought w ith  
the greatest m ilita n cy  by the 
workers. The difference was in 
the  leadership and the policy. In  
p ra c tic a lly  a ll the other s trikes 
the m ilita n c y  of the rank and file 
w orkers was restra ined from  the 
top. The leaders were overawed 
by the governm ent, the newspa­
pers, the cle rgy and one th in g  or 
another. They tr ie d  to s h ift  the 
co n flic t from  the streets and the 
p icke t lines to  the conference 
chambers. In, M inneapolis the 
m ilita n c y  of the ran k  and file 
was not restra ined but organized 
and directed fro m  the top.

A ll modern s trikes require  pol­
it ic a l d irection . The s trikes  of 
th a t period brought the govern­
m ent, its  agencies and its  in s t i­
tu tio n s  in to  the very center of 
every s itua tion . A  s tr ik e  lead­
er w ith ou t some conception of a 
p o lit ic a l lin o  was very much out 
of date already by 1934. The old- 
fashioned trade union movement, 
w h ich  used to  deal w ith  the

ga rd ing  the A llie d  proclam ation 
o f m a rtia l law  paraded again to 
C onstitu tion  Square on Dec. 4, 
w av ing  banners stained w ith  the 
blood o f the v ic tim s  o f Sunday’s 
dem onstration. They shouted 
“ Down w ith  the governm ent.”  

They marched behind 23 cof­
fins. W h ile  the fun e ra l services 
were being held in  the packed 
A thens cathedra l, they kne lt in 
the streets, massed a quarte r m ile  
outside. When they arose, they 
shouted, “ Revenge! Revenge! 
Down w ith  Papandreou!”

By Dec. 5 when w ord spread 
th a t fo u r  more c iv ilians  had been 
k ille d  when police again fired on 
dem onstrators, the c ry  changed 
to “ Death To Papandreou!”

A  MICROCOSM 
The savagery o f the A llie d  oc­

cupation tow ard  the Greek mass­
es is in g la r in g  con tras t to  th e ir  
solic itude fo r  the counter-revo lu­
tio n a ry  forces o f Greek cap ita l­
ism. The police, protected by thé 
B r it is h  and escorted to  th e ir  s ta ­
tions a fte r  assaults by armed 
w orkers, are the ve ry  same police 
who served under the bloody dic­
ta to rsh ip  o f P rem ier M etaxas 
fro m  1937 to 1941. They are the 
same k il le rs  who served the Nazi 
m il ita ry  w ith  the same savagery 
w ith  which they now serve A l­
lied  conquerors.

These events in  Greece expose 
the absolutely counter-revo lu­
tio n a ry  ro le o f A llie d  im peria lism . 
A llie d  arm ies are occupying 
Greece fo r  the same reason they 
occupy Belgium  —  to put down 
the ris in g  w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in 
Europe. The N. Y. T im es, inouth-

bosses w ith o u t governm enta l 
in terference, belongs in  the m u­
seum. The modern labor move­
ment m ust be p o lit ic a lly  directed 
because i t  is  confronted by the 
governm ent at every tu rn .

O ur people were prepared fo r  
th a t since they were po litica l peo­
ple, inspired by p o litica l concep­
tions. The po licy  o f the class 
s trugg le  guided our comrades; 
they couldn’t  be deceived and out- 
maneuvered, as so m any s tr ike  
leaders of th a t period were, by 
th is  mechanism of sabotage and 
destruction known as the N a tion ­
al Labor Board; tjie y  weren’t 
fooled by any idea th a t Roosevelt, 
the lib e ra l "friem d of labo r" pres­
ident, was going to help the tru ck  
d rive rs  in  M inneapo lis w in  a few  
cents m ore an hour. They weren’t  
deluded even by the fac t tha t 
there was a t th a t tim e  in  M in ­
nesota a Farm er-Labor Governor, 
presumed to be on the side o f the 
workers.

Our people d id n ’t  believe in  
anybody o r an y th in g  bu t the po l­
icy of the class strugg le and the 
a b ili ty  of the  w orkers to prevail 
by th e ir  mass streng th  and so lid ­
a r ity . Consequently, they ex­
pected from  the s ta rt th a t the 
union, would have to figh t fo r its  
r ig h t to ex is t; tha t the  bosses 
would not y ie ld  any recogn ition  
to the union, would not yie ld 
any increase of wages or reduc­
tion  of the' scandalous hours 
w ith o u t some pressure being 
brought to bear. Therefore they 
prepared eve ry th ing  from  the 
po int of view of class w ar. They 
knew th a t power, not diplomacy, 
would decide the issue. B lu ffs  
don't w o rk  in fundam ental things, 
on ly  in inc iden ta l ones. In  such 
th in gs  as the c o n flic t o f class 
in terests one m ust be prepared to 
fight.

(F ro m  “ The H is to ry  o f A m e ri­
can T ro tsky ism ,”  by James P. 
Cannon, pp. 146-148. Pioneer 
Publishers, 1944, 280 pp.; cloth 
$2.75, paper $2. Order from  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n ive r­
s ity  Place, New York, 3, N.Y.)

piece o f B ig  Business, expresses 
th is  c learly  when i t  says in its  
m ain e d ito r ia l o f Dec. 4, “ The 
present po litica l problem in 
Greece is in microcosm the pres­
ent p o lit ic a l problem of Europe.”  
The ed ito ria l states th a t B rit is h  
and Am erican arm ies "once they 
have recognized any governm ent 
. . . are bound to  support i t  i f  ne­
cessary against violence or armed 
insu rrec tion  from  any source.”

The T im es then concludes ap­
p ro v in g ly , “ Hence the B r it is h  
have been tho ro ug h ly  ju s tifie d  in 
suppo rting  both the P ie r lo t Gov­
ernm ent in  Belg ium  and the Pa­
pandreou Governm ent in Greece. 
To m a in ta in  public order and 
th e ir  own a u th o rity , bo th o f 
these, like  the de Gaulle Govern­
m ent in France, had no a lte rna ­
tive  bu t to demand th a t the Com­
m unists and o ther resistance 
groups tu rn  in  th e ir  arm s.”

W E A P O N  OF H U N G E R  *
A ccord ing to  IN S , Dec. 5, L in ­

coln M acVeigh, Am erican Am bas­
sador to Greece, declared, “ We 
w il l  g ive lib e ra l support to  any 
governm ent the Greek people 
want, bu t w ith  c iv il w a r hang ing 
over the coun try , A m erican aid 
to Greece has had to stop. The 
ships in Piraeus ha rbo r m ay 
have to move ou t and a ll ou r re ­
lie f  w o rk  has had to stop. Thus 
i f  rea l c iv il w a r b re a k s 'o u t and 
goes on fo r  some tim e, the people 
o f Greece m ay face more m onths 
o f s ta rva tio n .”

I f  the masses o f Greece and 
Belg ium  enterta ined any illus ions 
about the ro le  o f the A llie d  im ­
pe ria lis ts , the events in  Brussels 
and A thens are fa s t w ip in g  out 
these illus ions.

S T A L IN IS T  B E T R A Y A L S
The m ain obstacle between the 

Greek w o rk in g  class and the ad­
vancement o f the p ro le ta rian  rev­
o lu tion  is now S ta lin ism . The 
treacherous ro le  o f the S ta lin is ts , 
however, becomes clearer each 
day. Instead o f opposing A llie d  
im peria lism  and w a rn in g  the 
masses, the S ta lin is ts  supported 
the A llie d  conquerors, accepting 
posts in th e ir  puppet cabinet. 
Cold ca lcu la tion  m arked th e ir  lies 
th a t the A llie s  were b r in g in g  
democracy and libe ra tion , to 
Greece. When the A llie d  com­
m ander began pressing fo r  d is ­
arm am ent o f the w orkers  in the 
teeth o f popu lar resentm ent, the 
S ta lin is ts  did no t expose his 
aims, bu t on the con tra ry  p repa r­
ed to help c a rry  them out.

“ IF  NEC E S S A R Y ...”
In  (he face o f (he present 

s laughter, S ta lin is t D im itr i P a rt- 
salides, secre tary general o f 
E A M , declared, “ i f  necessary, we 
w ill f ig h t fo r  lib e rty  aga inst Pa­
pandreou and his gendarmes.”  
Despite the in f l ic t io n  o f c iv il w a r 
on the people, the S ta lin is ts  raise 
the question as to  w hether or no t 
i t  is “ necessary”  to  f ig h t!  P a rt- 
salides added, th a t “ a fte r  yeste r­
day’s clash, the E L A S  could not 
surrender our arm s by Dec. 10 as 
ordered.”  A lthough  the S ta lin is ts  
s t i l l  hope to  de live r up the arm s 
o f the w o rk ing  class, w ith  the 
outbreak o f armed con flic t, th e ir  
task is rendered fa r  more d i f f i­
cu lt.

The te rr ib le  ordeal in to  which 
the A llie s  have plunged the Greek 
workers w ill,  however, soon serve 
to b r in g  in to  g la r in g  re lie f the 
treacherous ro le  o f the S ta lin is t 
leaders. Then the w ra th  o f the 
heroic Greek w orkers w i l l  tu rn  
upon these betrayers.

B y T h eo d ore  K ova le sky
Today the steel towns are darkened w ith  smoke. T hey ’re m u rk y  

w it l i \ th e  flu e  dust spewed out o f the b las t furnaces. In  the  dawn 
you look up a t the open hearth  stacks th a t loom  over the  towns, 
and you see smoke t ra i l in g  ou t o f them , brow n-red, w h ite , and 
black. A t  h igh  noon you see it .  A t  sundown i t  s t i l l  pours out.

Sometimes as you look, you r m ind goes back a few  years. You 
rem em ber those same stacks s tand ing there naked, smokeless. A t  
n igh t when you look tow ard  the lake and see the -sky suddenly 
b u rs t in to  flam e as some engineer oyer on the cinder-dum p empties 
the ladles in to  the w ate r, you m ay reca ll th a t the n ig h t skies were 
once much blacker.

Perhaps i f  you ’re a serious sort 
o f guy you m ay look beyond today 
and in to  the g ra y  tom orrow ' when 
once m ore the stacks w i l l  be dead, 
and l i t t le  groups o f men w i l l  again 
ga ther in f ro n t  o f the corner sa­
loon outside the b ig  gate, repeat­
ing  w ith  desperate eagerness ru ­
mors th a t tw'o more open hearths 
are soon to s ta r t  up, th a t another 
b las t furnace should be in  opera­
tion  in  the near fu tu re , o r th a t the 
ro llin g  m il l is go ing  to  take  on 
th ir ty  men before long.

Now, w ith  a ll the ta lk  about 
re tu rn in g  to  the fo r ty -h o u r  week, 
increasing numbers o f s tee lw ork­
ers are th in k in g  o f th in gs  like  th is .
To us the fiv e  day week is a menacing specter, and the  shadow 
o f th is  ap pa rition  is—'the depression.

I ’l l  never fo rg e t w ha t we had to  go th rou gh  d u rin g  the la s t 
depression. I  rem em ber w o rk in g  s ix  o r e ig h t days a m onth and 
b rin g in g  home m iserable l i t t le  paychecks o f fifteen  do lla rs  or 
thereabout every couple o f weeks. AYter th a t the re  was a period 
when I  worked even less and earned less, bu t, in  spite o f th a t, the re  
was no R e lie f fo r  us, because I  wTas employed.

How  the b ills  p iled up ! We used to  ge t coal fro m  the p la n t 
on c red it; bu t they d idn ’t  g ive  us any ba rga in  price, and, every 
now and then w'hen we least expected it ,  they would deduct a 
good sized paym ent fo r  i t  out o f our scanty checks. I  th in k  th a t 
th a t one th in g  made us hate the company more than  any o ther 
action o f the irs . I ’m no t sure, though : the re  was another th in g . 
A f te r  I  w'as la id  o f f  e n tire ly , the com pany “ un ion”  g o t m agna­
nimous once o r tw ice  and sent us baskets o f food on holidays. The 
newspapers made a b ig  th in g  o f i t — (the  less fo rtu n a te  s tee lw ork­
ers were no t being fo rg o tte n )— b u t when you tr ie d  to  use the food, 
h a lf o f i t  wasn’t  f i t  to eat.

Ah, bu t th a t la y o f f !  How I  rem em ber th a t!  I  don’t  know now 
why I  dreaded i t  so much. As long as I  was w o rk in g  there  was 
no chance to  get on R e lie f, and I  was ea rn ing less than  I  would 
have go tten fro m  the W elfa re , when you consider the d iffe re n t 
th ings  th a t you could get- fro m  the  R e lie f O ffice . . .  i f  you went 
down and raised enough he ll. I  suppose i t  was ju s t the “ foo lish ”  
pride  o f a man who is w illin g - to  w o rk  and doesn’t  w a n t to  go 
begging. B u t w hatever i t  was, I  know  each day I  worked I  was 
in  m o rta l fea r o f being called in to  the office to  hear the  words 
“ W e’ll  n o t ify  you when we need you again.”

B u t fin a lly  i t  happened. I  couldn’t  te ll M a ry . W hen m y next 
w o rk  day came along, th a t is, the n e x t day I  w ou ld  have been 
scheduled to  w o rk  i f  they hadn’t  la id  m e o ff ,  I  took m y lunch and 
w ent down to E m il’s place, and I  d idn ’t  go home u n t il sh ift-cha ng ­
in g  tim e. O f course i t  wasn’t  long before the t ru th  came out. 
H e ll, you can’t  keep a secret lik e  th a t when payday ro lls  around.

R u n n in g  F ig h t W ith  T h e  W e lfa re  Peop le
F rom  then on i t  was a ru n n in g  f ig h t w ith  the W e lfa re  v is ito rs  

and sometimes w ith  the people in the W e lfa re  O ffice its e lf. One 
tim e  I  even hung around the m ayo r’s o ffice u n t il the cops began to 
th in k  I  wanted to  do h im  some ha rm  and chased me away.

L i t t le  D ick  was e igh t then, and Joey was twelve. B o th  k ids  need­
ed p len ty  o f m ilk , b u t nobody seemed to  care w hethe r a couple of 
l i t t le  “ Polacks”  had a chance to  g row  up hea lthy  o r not. I t  was 
the same over a t the DiRosa house a fe w  doors away. The v is ito r  
to ld  them  b lu n tly  th a t the governm ent had enough “ A m erican ”  
ch ild ren to  take care of, and anyw ay I ta lia n  k ids  could ge t along 
w ith o u t m ilk . I t ’s easy to  im ag ine how the colored k ids made out!

I  rem em ber how we used to  live  in  the k itchen, because we 
couldn’ t a ffo rd  to  heat the  rest o f the house. I  rem em ber on C h ris t­
mas Eve begg ing a shabby, droop ing l i t t le  bundle o f evergreen 
branches fro m  a dealer who knew no one would ever w an t to  buy 
i t .  -That was m y k ids ’ C hris tm as tre e !

I  rem em ber the  w ay we g o t to fee l then. Excep t fo r  special 
th ings  lik e  the rem arks th a t W e lfa re  v is ito rs  used to en joy m aking  
now and then, o r ro t t in g  food in a C hris tm as basket, we were past 
anger. O ur hearts had been squeezed too d ry  fo r  resentm ent. W e 
were conscious on ly  o f a d u ll ach ing fe e lin g  o f apathy, a hopeless 
m isery.

E ve ry  day was the same. There was no fa ith  in  the  fu tu re  
and h a rd ly  any rem em brance o f the  past. The idea o f w o rk in g , 
hav ing  a steady jo b  and a steady income, was som eth ing unrea l. 
We a lm ost doubted th a t we had ever worked, ever lived  lik e  
hum an beings O ut on the streets we would w atch the autom obiles 
w ith  amazement, w ondering how in  the w o rld  so m any people had 
been able to  save up money enough to buy them . One day I  found 
a do lla r on the pavem ent and rushed home w ith  a lum p in  m y  
th ro a t. I t  took a long tim e  fo r  the  anger to  come back.

Yea, th a t ’s w ha t poverty  means, in  fa c t th a t ’s w h a t cap ita lism  
means to the w orkers. O ur scars fro m  the la s t depression aren ’ t 
even healed yet, and over our heads another, a g rea te r and more 
te rr ib le  depression is hovering  like  an immense th rea ten ing  buz­
zard th a t w a its  to  feed on us.

.B y  Charles Jacksot
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fo rtress o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w orld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rna l 

counter-revo lu tion , is the 

most im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class - conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

t y  the gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  tSte trade  un ions . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  b y  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffice rs .

2. T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the a rm y .

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed  
fo rces and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C o n fisca tio n  o f  a ll w ar p ro f its .  E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6. W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig i l ­
ante and fasc is t attacks.

7. A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on
the  T rade  U n ions.

/

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T lic  defense o f  the  S ovie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack.

A  Year O f Teheran
One year ago Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin 

met in strict secrecy at Teheran when they reached 
certain agreements on their objectives in the Sec­
ond World War. A t the conclusion of their con- 
spirative conclave, they issued a jo in t declaration 
which presumed to state their aims.

“ We are sure,”  they said in part, "that our con­
cord w ill make an enduring peace. . . We shall seek 
the cooperation of all nations, large and small, 
whose people arc dedicated to the elimination of 
tyranny and slavery, oppression and intolerance..

The supporters of American imperialism togeth­
er with the liberal and labor lickspittles of Roose­
velt took all these deceitful promises at face value 
and tried to pass them o ff as sterling silver. The 
Stalinists ecstatically shouted that Teheran ushered 
in a new world historical era of progress.

From the very first we took an altogether d iffer­
ent attitude toward the Teheran conference and its 
consequences. On Dec. 18, 1943 The M ilitan t sta­
ted: “ The Churchill-Stalin-Roosevelt declaration 
of Dec. 1. . . is one of the vaguest and in conse­
quence most sinister diplomatic documents that 
has ever issued from the mills of secret diplomacy 
. . .The real reason for secrecy is that the discus­
sions at Teheran are a continuation of the con­
spiracy being hatched by Churchill-Stalin-Roose- 
velt against the coming European revolution, above 
all the German revolution. A t the same time, it is 
a conspiracy to subjugate the European peoples. . . 
That is the real gist of the Teheran conference.”

The events of the past year in Europe have 
served to expose the shabby lies of the co-conspir­
ators and their choir-boys and to demonstrate that 
we Trotskyists alone told the truth about Teheran.

In Ita ly the Allies with Stalin’s acquiescence 
have set up a puppet government composed of the 
detested monarchy, former fascist generals, and a 
few political ghosts and traitors to the working 
class w illing to carry out the terms of a peace 
treaty so shameful that to this day it has not 
been made public. While the Allies shield ix-fas- 
cists and their capitalist collaborators, they have

ordered the armed workers in the North to cease 
resistance against the Nazis and lay down their 
weapons.

In France, in Belgium, in Greece the Allied im­
perialists are imposing their puppet governments 
upon the people by force of arms while they seek 
to disarm, subjugate and suppress the insurgent 
masses who demand bread, peace, jobs— and “ free 
lives untouched by tyranny.”  Blood has already 
been spilt on the streets of Athens and Brussels.

Similar facts could be multiplied without end. 
They all go to prove that, instead of eliminating 
these scourges as promised at Teheran, the three 
evil counter-revolutionary conspirators who met 
there plotted and are working to establish in Eu­
rope their own brands of "tyranny and slavery, 
oppression and intolerance.”

Wall Street’s Choice
Emboldened by the abject subservience of the 

“ labor statesmen”  in the recent national elections, 
Roosevelt has moved without delay to strengthen 
Big Business control over American foreign policy. 
Roosevelt's appointment of a J. P. Morgan lieu­
tenant, Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., as Secretary of 
State, underscores his aim of furthering the impe­
rialist ambitions of the marauding plunderbund 
which seeks to dominate the world market and 
make Wall Street the center of world tribute. The 
appointment of Stettinius was heralded as the be­
ginning of a general "reorganization”  of the State 
Department. Subsequent appointments have al­
ready installed such tycoons as Nelson Rockefeller, 
son of the oil magnate, and W illiam  Clayton, 
world’s largest cotton jobber, in key positions.

The new Secretary of State has been groomed 
since birth by the House of Morgan to battle for 
the special interests of Big Business. Along with 
Rockefeller, he is one of the clan of Robber Barons 
directly linked with the top ruling capitalist circles. 
As scions of America’s ruling Sixty Families, they 
are ideally suited instruments to'advance the eco­
nomic positions seized by W all Street during the 
war.

Already the press reports that Stettinius propos­
es to institute a "general rearrangement of foreign 
economic functions” increasing State Department 
“ jurisdiction in the foreign economic field.” The ap­
pointment of these moneybags to shape United 
Stales foreign policy lays bare the reactionary and 
predatory aims of W all Street's war.

Two Conventions
The recent conventions of the AFL and CIO 

met during a critical period in the history of Amer­
ican labor. The problems which loom on the horizon 
are of titanic proportions. The two organizations 
reported a combined membership approximating 13 
million workers. Another million workers are prob­
ably organized in the ranks of the Railroad Bro­
therhoods and independent unions. The organized 
contingent of the American working class has 
achieved giant stature, i t  represents a power mighty 
enough to l if t  the country on its shoulders. Once 
this power is unleashed, the death knell of capi­
talist tyranny, exploitation and oppression w ill have 
sounded.

Standing at the head of this trade union colossus 
is a craven gang of pigeon-hearted poltroons, who 
quail at the very thought of struggle. A ll their 
energy and cunning is applied in keeping labor 
subservient to the exploiting class. In payment for 
services rendered, the employers and their govern­
ment, use all means at their disposal to bolster the 
bureaucratic authority of the labor skates in polic­
ing and "disciplining”  the ranks.

The authentic voice of the rank and file  was 
smothered at both conventions. This was particu­
larly noticeable at the CIO convention. The CIO 
arose and developed in conflict with the fossilized 
bureaucracy of the AFL. In the less than ten years 
of its existence, the gap between the top CIO lead­
ers and the ranks has widened into an abyss. Not 
a single echo of the revolt in the CIO ranks against 
the unconditional surrender policy of the top lead­
ership was able to cross this divide.

The period of war reaction has speeded up the 
process of bureaucratization inside the CIO. But 
the CIO top bureaucrats face a far more d ifficu lt 
problem in maintaining their control than their 
counter-parts in the AFL. The CIO is based on the 
most dynamic section of the American working 
class in the mass production industries. These work­
ers have m ilitant traditions of struggle. Capital­
ism in decay can no longer grant significant con­
cessions but seeks to take away those concessions 
won in the past decade. More immediately and d i­
rectly than the AFL, which is still largely based 
on the aristocracy of labor, the CIO faces a life and 
death struggle for its very existence.

In this struggle the union militants must under­
stand that the bureaucrats function as labor lieu­
tenants of the capitalist class. The government 
which they support functions as the executive arm 
of this class. The struggle thus assumes a political 
character which requires that the workers break 
decisively with all agents of the class enemy. The 
labor lackeys who cling desperately to Roosevelt’s 
coattails must be replaced by a new leadership and 
program. This task is national in scope and poli­
tical in character.

The auto militants at the recent UAW conven­
tion have pointed the road. The organization of a 
genuine progressive wing in the unions based on a 
program of working class independent action on 
the economic and political field can ra lly a decisive 
section of the American working class for the fu l­
fillment of its historic tasks. The transitional pro­
gram of the Socialist Workers Party provides an 
indispensable guide to the new' leadership that w ill 
inevitably arise in the next period.

British Cocoa Monopoly 
And The ‘Four Freedoms’

The columns are open to the opinions of. the readers of The M ilitant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor

Telephone Operator 
Strikes Back
E d ito r:

The fo llow ing  le tte r was w r i t ­
ten to PiM, the so-called “ lib e ra l”  
newspaper published in New 
Y ork , which opposed the s tr ik e  
of the telephone workers.

“ I am a telephone opera tor 
here and m y , sympathies were 
w ith  the s tr ike rs . In  fa c t, I ’d 
he qu ite w illin g  to go on s trike  
m yself. W hy? F igu re  i t  out. 
How much does the g ir l operating 
your sw itchboard get? No measly 
$20 a week, I ' l l  wager. Have you 
ever tr ie d  to live  on tha t k ind  of 
money, especially now? i We have 
been, ask ing fo r a. raise in  pay 
fo r over two years and i t  has 
been stalled and delayed a t every 
tu rn . We have to take a ll sorts 
of insu lts  from  customers who 
abuse us and call us names.

“ You’re on the w rong side 
th is  tim e. You’re do ing the push­
ing  around. We operators have 
been too meek and pa tien t too 
long. I ’m glad som eth ing is be­
ing done at last.

N. S.
New Y ork

“ P. S. —  M y husband is  f ig h t ­
ing in  the P lr lip p in e s  and lie ’s 
on m y side.”

persecution of these 18 T ro tsky ­
ists is tha t i t  is the firs t step • 
in  fu r th e r  persecutions o f the 
w o rk ing  class, or anyone who 
speaks out against the ru lin g  
class. Those who stand id ly  by 
and th in k  they are safe from  
persecution may be next on the 
lis t.

“ Who knows who w i l l  be next? 
Even The Progressive w i l l  not be 
safe because i t  does such a good 
job in po in ting  out the evils ex­
is tin g  under the present system.

“ So I  say, run an item  every 
issue dem anding the release of 
these T ro ts k y is ts .”

Lorn  Keppv,
H u n tin g ton  P ark, Cal.

Bosses Profit From 
Worker's Inventions
E d ito r:

I am sending a copy of “ Labor 
•and Management News,”  o ffic ia l 
pub lica tion  of the W ar Produc­
tion  Board, fo r your considera­
tion . T h is  pub lica tion  is being 
given widespread d is tr ib u tio n  in 
local plants, and since I have 
never noticed any c r it ic is m  or 
m ention of i t  in  The M i l i tan t ,  I 
though t its  should be called to 
your a tten tion.

How workers can be so gu llib le  
is beyond me. To begin w ith  the 
name sounds as iro n ica l as a 
“ L ion  and Lam b Com m ittee”  (as 
i f  th e ir  in te rests were m utua l 
a lso). I have outlined w hat w o rk ­
ers receive “ honorable m ention”  
fo r  in th is  paper:

“ A t  the Oklahom a C ity  p la n t 
of Douglas A irc ra ft  Company, 
Inc., Robert K . Headley’s sugges­
tio n  of s p lit t in g  sections in to  fou r 
prefabricated assemblies has ac­
complished savings of 92,000 man­
hours per year. Headley was 
awarded an honorable m ention. 
A no ther such honor went to A n ­
drew J. Craver fo r a m etal spacer 
p in  used in  heat tre a tin g  and to 
W a lte r D. W rig ley  and I I .  F. 
Cook fo r th e ir  fo rm  block fo r fin 
braces. T h is  form  block used on 
a hydro press, cuts an eight-hour 
job to 36 m inutes.”

Now fo r another subject. I have 
noticed in  recent issues of The 
M il i ta n t  th a t you make a practice 
of .abbreviating the names of 
groups or parties. A t the bottom 
of page 1 of the November 11 
issue under the a rtic le  en titled  
“ Mexican Government Launches 
V io len t A n ti-Labor O ffensive," 
the CTM, S ta lin is t, is mentioned. 
I was unable to  id e n tify  o r define 
these in it ia ls . I would suggest 
you compile a l is t  w ith  th e ir  ab­
brevia tions in  the corner of The 
M il i ta n t  fo r the benefit, of new 
readers in  p a rticu la r who need 
our earnest consideration).

H. C.
C inc inna ti, 0 .

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : We em ploy 
abbrevia tions because o f space 
lim ita tio n s . However, when we 
use an u n fa m ilia r  abbrevia tion, 
we t r y  to g ive the fu l l  name a t 
the beg inn ing o f the s to ry  so 
th a t the reader can re fe r to  i t  a t 
a glance.

The in it ia ls  CTM stand fo r  
Confederación Traba jadores M ex­
icanos (M exican W orkers Federa­
tio n ).

The exp lo ita tion  o f 800,000 na tive  cocoa producers 
in W est A fr ic a  by B r it is h  im p e ria lism  was c ited  by  
Roi O ttle y , noted Negro author, as a sample o f the  
pa tte rn  o f exp lo ita tion  the B r it is h  ru l in g  class in ­
tends to continue and extend th rou gh  the w a r fo r  the 
“ F ou r Freedoms.”

B rit is h  m anufacture rs o f cocoa products, who have 
a v ir tu a l monopoly on the w orld  m arke t a lthough the 
A m erican people are the la rges t consumers, have been 
able to e x tra c t over $1,000,009 net p ro fit  fro m  the 
produce o f the fa m ily  fa rm s.

A  combine o f B r it is h  m anufacture rs  m a in ta ins  a 
purchasing “ pool”  w h ich fixes the prices o f the  raw  
product and compels the na tive  farm -steaders to  sell 
a t fa n ta s tic a lly  low  prices. The crop is then divided 
among the chocolate firm s and a po rtion  o f the 
chocolate is then resold to Am erican firm s.

O ttle y  reports  in  the N . Y . d a ily  PM, th a t “ th is  
squeeze p lay  caused a re v o lt o f the A fr ic a n  na tives in  
1937. The fa rm ers  refused to  sell th e ir  crops; some 
even burned them . They also declared a boycott o f 
B r it is h  m anufactured goods, p r in c ip a lly  Lancashire 
cottons.”

A f te r  an “ in ves tig a tion ”  by a B r it is h  governm ent 
commission, a Cocoa M a rke tin g  Com m ission was 
established under the B r it is h  Food M in is try  when the 
w ar began. I t  was headed by one o f the b ig  cocoa 
m anufactu re rs ! T h is  commission “ im m ed ia te ly  estab­
lished prices which were even low er than the A frica n s  
had received in  the past.”

“ The pa tte rn  is to  rem ain fo llo w in g  the w a r,”  
reports  O ttle y . “ The B r it is h  G overnm ent is m ost f irm  
th a t w a rtim e  ‘con tro ls ’ continue a fte r  the w a r.”

Hidden Price Rises Due 
To Sale Of Shoddy Goods

A  “ confidentia l h o rro r s to ry ”  is w ha t the W a ll 
S tree t Journa l te rm s a closely-guarded secret O ffice 
o f P rice A d m in is tra tio n  re p o rt about the fo is t in g  o f 
shoddy merchandise on the consumers as a means o f 
beating price contro ls.

A ccord ing to the recent account in  the W a ll S tree t 
Journa l, th is  O PA re p o rt contains such explosive 
fac ts  th a t i t  is u n lik e ly  the governm ent w i l l  release i t  
to the public. The Journa l, one o f the m ost po w e rfu l 
“ house organs”  o f B ig  Business, disclosed th a t i t  had 
secured a copy o f the suppressed document, xvhich 
deals p r im a r ily  w ith  the roo k in g  the consumers have 
been ta k in g  on c lo th ing .

The use o f poor q u a lity  m ate ria ls  in  place o f fo rm e r 
standard grades is alm ost un iversa l, OPA in ves tiga to rs  
have found. U p g ra d in g  o f q u a lity  and prices is w ide­
spread. Inspection standards have been lowered, w o rk ­
m anship is careless, sk im py measurements preva il. 
Many garm ents purchased by governm ent inspectors 
fe ll to pieces on the f i r s t  w ashing. Shoddy goods are 
6old h igh above ce iling  prices.

One o f the 'm eans o f g e ttin g  around price contro ls 
is the e l.m ina tion  o f low -price  lines. W age-earners are 
compelled to  buy a t steep price levels “ h igh  grade”  
merchandise, w h ich  o ften  is in fe r io r  to fo rm e r lo w - 
priced item s.

The resp on s ib ility  fo r  th is  fo rm  o f hidden price- 
boosting— which governm ent s ta tis tic a l agencies have 
ignored in order to establish phony fig u re s  on the 
r is in g  c o s t-o f- liv in g — lies w ith  the W a r P roduction 
Board, the OPA re p o rt is said to  declare. The W PB

South Africa
One Negro was k illed , six seri- 

ously in ju re d  and 50 more pu t in 
the hospita l as Die resu lt ot a 
v io len t anti-Negro r io t  in  Johan­
nesburg in mid-November. Thou­
sands o£ whites and Negroes were 
involved in  the rio t, stated A llied  
Labor News.

Accord ing to the statem ent o£ 
an eye-witness, Rev. Michael 
Scott, the troub le began a fte r a 
tro lle y  had run over a Negro. The 
w h ite  tro lle y  d r iv e r and conductor 
chased away tl/e  fa m ily  and 
friends of the in ju re d  man, using 
abusive language. A n angered 
crowd of Negroes th rew  stones 
at the tro lle y  car and a free-l'or- 
a ll s tarted when w h ite  youths a t­
tacked the Negroes.

Scott declared th a t police made 
no e ffo rt to in te rfe re  w ith  bands 
of rio tous w h ites who roamed Lite 
streets beating up any Negroes 
encountered. In  t lie  name of the 
Campaign, fo r R igh t and Justice, 
of w h ich  he is organ iz ing  secre­
tary, Scott called upon the M in ­
ister of Justice to hold a ju d ic ia l 
in q u iry .

This assault, like  s im ila r  in c i­
dents tha t have preceded it ,  was 
the product of the v icious dis­
c rim in a tio n  to wh ich Negroes are 
subjected in  South A frica . They 
have no rig h ts  and arc treated as 
pariahs in. a land in  w h ich they 
number 7,000,000 ou t of a to ta l 
population of less than 10,000,000. 
In recent times, the Negroes have 
begun to assert themselves in o r­
ganized fashion. They have de­
manded repeal of the Pass Laws 
under which they were converted 
in to  v ir tu a l slaves and an end to 
the whole system of race d isc rim ­
ination. R ep ly ing  to the ju s t ef­
fo rts  of the Negroes to w in  hu­
man rights, the w h ite  ru lin g  class 
Incites the dregs of the w h ite  
population to acts o f mob v io l­
ence, bo rde ring  on pogroms, in 
order to  te rro rize  the rebellious 
slaves.

Commenting e d ito r ia lly  on the 
Johannesburg rio t, the libera l

weekly Guard ian , w h ich  is pub­
lished in  South A frica , declared 
tha t the coun try  “ is heading fo r 
a chaos of rac ia l s tr ife ’’ w h ich 
can on ly  be prevented by a firm  
and open stand “ fo r the p r in ­
ciples of jus tice  and hum an ity .”

The paper po in ts out tha t “ m il­
lions of South A fricans  (the Ne­
groes) starve, go ha lf naked, live  
:n hovels, and die of tuberculosis 
and syph ilis , hu t never a word 
of protest comes from  the pack of 
rac ia lis ts  in  the D om in ion and 
N a tion a lis t parties (parties of the 
white ru lin g  class) or th e ir  h ire ­
lings in  the church and press."

One could ha rd ly  expect “ a 
word of pro test”  from  w h ite  im ­
p e ria lis t ru le rs  of th is  B r it is h  
D om in ion who p ro fit from  the 
subjection of the Negroes to ab­
om inable conditions. The No-* 
groes can w in  th e ir  freedom and 
tlie  r ig h t  to live  and be treated 
as human beings on ly  in  v ig o r­
ous strugg le  against the oppress­
ors. T h e ir ju s t cause m ust be­
come the cause of the whole 
w orld  working-class.

Spain
The “ lib e ra l”  Spanish p o lit i­

cians who fa c ilita ted  'F ra n co ’s 
rise to power and then fled in to  
exile are casting about fo r some 
method of b ring ing  about the 
dow nfa ll of the Franco regime 
w ith ou t opening the floodgates of 
social revo lu tion .’

The Republican leader Diego 
M art-nez B arrio , Who has des­
cribed h im se lf as President of 
Spain since the death of Manuel 
Azana, addressed a m eeting of 
3.000 Spanish Am ericans in  New 
Y ork  last week and proposed a 
“ peaceful ove rth row ”  o f Franco 
in order to avoid a “ second c iv il 
w a r.”

B a rrio  has observed how the 
masses of o ilie r European coun­
tries, having risen  to d rive  out 
the Nazi invaders, are keeping 
th e ir  arm s in  order to settle 
scores w ith  th e ir  domestic ex­
ploders, and oppressors. The oust­

in g  of the Nazis has proved to 
be the opening act in  a deep-going 
revo lu tiona ry  movement which 
can not stop short of the complete 
liq u id a tio n  of cap ita lism .

In  the same way, B a rrio  r ig h t ly  
fears tha t a liiass up ris ing  
against the Franco regime w ill 
m erely he the prelude to the des­
tru c tio n  of Spanish capita lism . 
The Franco reg im e can on ly be 
overthrow n by the Spanish mass­
es. There exist no means of 
“ peace fu lly ”  ove rth row ing  it ,  and 
there- are no guaranteed means of 
h a ltin g  the in su rrec tiona ry  mass­
es once they have begun to march. 
T ha t is the d ilem m a con fron ting  
Senor B a rr io  and his pa thetic  
fo llow ing  of exiled “ lib e ra l”  capi­
ta lis ts.

Germany
Mass opposition to the con tinu­

ance of the im p e ria lis t w a r is 
m ounting  in  Germany, according 
to reports in  the Swiss press. 
Q uoting persons a r r iv in g  from  
the Reich, the Scliafhausen Ar-  
beiter Zeiturig  stated on Nov. 29 
tha t the Nazis were “ reso rting  to 
mass shootings to compel workers 
to stay in  arm am ent fac tories”  
which, because of the A llie d  a ir  
attacks, have a ll become poten­
t ia l death-traps.

The paper asserted tha t 300 
workers had been “ sum m arily  
shot” on. orders of Gestapo chief 
H e inrich  H im m le r as the resu lt 
of a s tr ike  a t M annheim  fo llow ­
ing an a ir  attack. A s tr ik e  in 
Duese ldorf was quelled on ly  a fte r  
the Nazis has massacred “ several 
hundreds.”

Accord ing to a Z urich  dispatch 
appearing in  the London E x ­
change Telegraph. German police 
records show th a t there were 463 
executions in  the Reich in  Octo­
ber. Of the to ta l num ber of v ic ­
tim s, 2.98 were Germans and the 
rest fore ign workers. Of the Ger­
mans executed, 213 were k illed  
fo r “ p o lit ic a l reasons”  and the 
rest fo r  black-m arket offenses 
and robberies d u r in g  a ir  raids.

te x t ile  d iv is ion  is charged w ith  being run by agents, 
o f the b ig  te x tile  corpora tions. A nd  the O PA has no 
rea l enforcem ent powers.

Academic Liberty Under 
The Capitalist System

E ve ry  once in a w h ile  a scandal occurs a t some 
lead ing in s titu tio n  o f “ h ire  le a rn in g ”  which rem inds 
us again th a t education, . ideas and cu ltu re  under 
cap ita lism  are no th ing  bu t com m odities whose 
m anufacture  and sale are s t r ic t ly  regulated in  the 
in terests o f the c a p ita lis t ru lin g  class.

A  case now a ttra c tin g  na tiona l in te re s t is the 
recent d ism issal o f D r. Hom er T. Rainey as president 
o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f Texas, a s ta te  supported in ­
s titu tio n , and the dism issal o r threatened f ir in g  o f a 
num ber o f o ther professors and in s tru c to rs . The case 
is o f p a rtic u la r im portance not on ly because o f the 
question o f academic freedom but because i t  has a 
d irec t connection w ith  labor issues.

There is a long background o f co n flic t between D r. 
Rainey and his associates and the b ig  business in ­
terests o f the state who con tro l the u n iv e rs ity ’s Board 
o f Regents. The Board had pe rs is ten tly  attem pted to 
regu la te  the expression o f op in ion and teachings on 
economic and social problems. Am ong o ther actions, 
it  tr ie d  to  make the professors f i l l  out an elaborate 
questionnaire on th e ir  social and p o lit ic a l views and 
prevented a num ber o f research pro jects, in c lud ing  a 
study o f the effects o f the Sacco-Vanzetti case on 
A m erican lite ra tu re .

In  M arch 1942, the business in te rests in  Dallas 
called a mass m eeting to w h ip  up., a n ti- la b o r sen ti­
m ent. They published a b ig  advertisem ent in  the 
Dallas M orn ing  News decla ring “ We W a n t A c tio n !”  
and asserting th a t w a r production was be ing im pa ired  
because “ there is a law  which says a man should w o rk  
on ly  40 hours per w eek!”

Two u n ive rs ity  professors, W endell Gordon and 
W . N . Peach, w ro te  the newspaper s ta tin g  th a t the re  
was no such law', th a t w o rk  over 40 hours was per­
m itted  provided overtim e wages were paid. Toge ther 
w ith  tw o o ther professors, Fagg F oste r and D r. D. 
V. Carlson, they w ent to  the “ open”  m eeting and 
sought perm ission to speak. They were denied th a t 
r ig h t.

They sent a s ta tem ent o f p ro test to the press ex­
posing the organized an ti- la b o r character o f the 
m eeting. Subsequently, by action o f the Board o f 
Regents, Gordon, Peach and F oste r were fire d . A n  
inves tiga tion  o f the dism issals by the A m erican 
Association o f U n iv e rs ity  Professors has thus fa r  
resu lted in  a condemnation o f th is  action. D r. R a iney’s 
discharge fo llow ed the issuance o f the A A U P  rep o rt. 
Me had supported its  contentions.

Trotsky Is Author
E d ito r:

Last week The M i l i ta n t  men­
tioned the pam phlet issued in 
I ta ly  called “ The L ife  of Len in ," 
w h ich  S ta lin  had attempted to 
have suppressed by the A llie d  o f­
ficia ls. >

The December 1 issue of Jus­
tice, o ffic ia l organ of the In te rn a ­
tio n a l Ladies Garment W orkers 
Union, verifies what many of us 
suspected about the au thorsh ip  
of th is  w ork:

“ The m a tte r aroused some 
cu rios ity  in W ashington. I  am 
now able to rep o rt to  you th a t 
the au thor o f the pam phlet which 
the Russians found so ob jection­
able is none o ther than the la te 
Leon T ro ts k y .”

G arm ent W orker
\ r«vv V n rlr

Demands Release 
Of Trotskyists
E d ito r:

The fo llow ing  le tie r appeared 
in the December 1 issue of The 
Progressiva.

“ I  do not see how The Progres­
sive can help but pu t in a few 
licks  each issue condemning tile  
Government fo r keeping the 18 
Socialist W orkers P arty  members 
in  ja il.  As your paper pointed 
out — but tha t was several 
m onths ago — these IX were con­
victed on ly fo r  th e ir  be lie fs : th e ir  
be lie fs being m a in ly  th a t ca p ita l­
ism is the cause o f m ost o f the 
il ls  o f society today.

“ These il ls  are m a in ly  wars and 
depressions, and these il ls  in  so­
c ie ty  w i l l  continue and get worse 
u n til the people abolish cap ita lism  
w ith  socialism . The Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  members, who 
ca ll themselves T ro tsky is ts , p re­
d ic t th a t the cap ita lis ts  w i l l  not 
give up th e ir  ownership and con­
tro l o f in du s try  w ith o u t a s tru g ­
gle, and base th e ir  p red ic tion  on 
h is to ry . . .

“ W hat is s ign ifican t about the

Policies Decisive
E d ito r:

K ova lesky ’s m any fine sketches 
are now topped in .m y  opin ion by 
his p o r tra it  o f ‘T e rry  O’D ay ’— the , 
evo lu tion o f a trade un ion m il i­
ta n t in to  a cogwheel o f the M u r­
ray  machine. I t  is ju s t th is  ques­
tio n  wh ich so m any w orkers do 
no t undei-stand —  they th in k  in  
term s o f “ honest”  men' and 
“ crocks,”  and when an o ffic ia l 
does som eth ing w rong , they  won­
der “ how much did he g e t? ”

T h is is one o f the po in ts The 
M il ita n t  m ust continue to ex­
p la in : i t ’s not a question o f “ hon­
esty ,”  b u t the ro tte n  policies o f 
the bureaucrats w h ich are respon­
sible fo r  the mess. We need f u r ­
the r e laboration o f th is  idea in 
the clear and s im ple te rm s em­
ployed by Kovalesky.

M. B.
N ew ark


