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PARDON DENIED TO THE IMPRISONED 18
George ' Starvation Bill'
Is Signed By Roosevelt

<•>-

By Art Preis
President Roosevelt last Tuesday signed tlie 

George Demobilization Bill, a measure designed by 
the agents of Wall Street to create an army of unem­
ployed in the coming period and to deliver over to 
the capitalist monopolies approximately $100,000,- 
000,000 worth of govern-T
inent-owned plants, ma­
chines, tools, raw mate­
rials, ‘surplus’ goods and 
lands.

The George H ill was patterned 
according to  the “ m aster blue­
p r in t”  o f the big business Baruch- 
Hancock plan sponsored by 
Roosevelt. I t  was passed h j an 
overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  o f Demo­
cra ts  and Republicans in both 
leg is la tures who ganged up 
aga inst and howled down the 
most modest proposals fo r  more 
libe ra l measures. Roosevelt pu t 
h is  s igna tu re  to the fina l version 
o f  th is  b ill which had been 
stripped by the Dem ocratic-Re­
publican coa lition  o f even several 
m inor provis ions o f a more 
libe ra l character.

R O O S E V E LT  D E C E IT

Roosevelt signed the George 
B il l,  w h ich  has been denounced 
by the en tire  labor movement, 
w ith  a typ ica l hypocritica l " th is  
hu rts  me more than i t  does you”  
statem ent. He professed to act 
w ith  "considerable re luctance" 
because i t  “ does no t deal ade­
quately w ith  the hum an side of 
reconversion.”  T h is  tongue-in­
check apology represents a new 
low  in  Rooseveltian deception. 
N o t once d u rin g  the  m onths o f 
debate on W a ll S treet’s "recon­
ve rs ion ”  plan did Roosevelt u tte r 
6  word against it .  On the con­
t ra r y ,  h is  r ig h t-h a n d  lieu tenan ts, 
"A ss is ta n t P resident”  Byrnes 
and Dem ocratic M a jo r ity  f lo o r 
leader Senator B ark ley, organized 
the  stra tegy wh ich kn ifed  the 
more libe ra l K ilgo re -M urray  Sen­
ate b i l l  and its  C e lle r-K ilgore  
version in  the House.

W h ile  hand ing b illions  to W all 
S treet and no th ing  b u t a d ry  bone 
to the w orkers, Roosevelt a t­
tem pts by m urm urs of "sym pa­
th y "  to keep up the p o lit lc a lly - 
expedient pose o f “ friend  o f la-

Fight Franco
G u e rrilla  f ig h t in g , d irected 

against the  hated d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f General F ranco, has broken 
ou t in  no rthe rn  Spain and the 
French-Spanish f ro n t ie r  a t A n ­
dorra  has been closed by Span­
ish au tho rities , an Associated 
Press dispatch revealed on Oct. 
5. A ccord ing  to  the  same 
source, a Spanish pa rtisan  
fo rce  o f 40,000 men, “ d e fia n t 
o f General de G aulle ’s govern­
m ent,”  is  in  con tro l o f a cor­
ner o f F rance ad jo in ing  the 
Spanish fro n tie r . T h is  was p a rt 
o f the a rm y o f pa rtisans which 
drove the N azis fro m  southern 
France.

bor.”  These expression o f “ con­
so la tion”  and “ reg re t”  are design­
ed to aid t ile  pro-Roosevelt l ib ­
erals and labor bureaucrats in  
th e ir  unsavory pre-election chore 
o f once more lin in g  up the labo r 
vote fo r  W a ll S tree t’s demagogue 
In  the W h ite  House.

The George B ill in  no way 
answers the fundam enta l problem  
co n fro n tin g  labor— the problem 
o f johs a t decent wages and 
security . I ts  p rinc ip a l provisions 
aittl to  fa c il ita te  the plans o f B ig  
Business (o grab the enormous 
development o f modern plants 
and equipm ent bu ilt by the gov­
ernm ent du rin g  the w ar and paid 
fo r  out o f the taxes and loans 
drained from  the masses.

The b ill therefore provides fo r 
“ speedy disposal”  of “ su rp lus”  
prope rly  through an Office of 
W ar M ob iliza tion  -and Reconver­
sion, incorpora ting  the previously 
separate agencies of the Office of 
Contract Settlem ent, Surp lus W ar 
P roperty  A d m in is tra tio n , and Re­
tra in in g  and Re-em ploym ent A d ­
m in is tra tio n . Even th is  set-up, 
com pletely dom inated and ru n  by 
d irec t agents of the big banks

(Continued on page 5)

WALL STREET PROMOTES 
DRIVE FOR OPEN SHOP

By R. Bell
Speaking before the American Management Association, 

W illiam  M. Leiserson, former chairman of the National Media­
tion Board, declared that "there was fear in organized labor 
o f a concerted anti-union drive by the larger hiring concerns 
such followed the previous war.”  Leiserson recalled that 
after the last war, "union membership was cut from about 
5,000,000 members to 3,000,000 and unionism was relegated to 
the crafts where it  traditionally existed.”  That the fear of a 
union-busting campaign was well founded was acknowledged 
by Leiserson who said that ®

Stalinist Leaders 
Curb Uprising Of 
Bulgarian Masses

By Ralph Graham
The burning movement of 

mass discontent and rebellion 
against the old and rotted capi­
talist order, leaping into flame 
in Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia, 
France and Spain, has spread 
to Bulgaria where the workers 
and peasants, held down for 21 
years under the most brutal and 
savage dictatorships, are once 
more lifting  their heads and 
showing a firm  determination 
to strike out for a new socialist 
future.

News of the la test events in 
th is  B alkan county, where 78 per­
cent of the population of some 
6,500,000 are engaged in  ag ricu l­
ture, has been suppressed by the 
A m erican cap ita lis t censorship. 
B u t The M ilita n t  is able to pres­
ent some o f the facts from  a dis­
patch filed from  Sofia, the B u lga r­
ian  cap ita l, by John Chamlcy, 
special correspondent of the Lon­
don News-Chronicle.

M ASSES R ISE

The Soviet Government declar­
ed w a r on B u lg a ria  e a rly  in  Sep­
tem ber and soon th e re a fte r Red 
A rm y  troops crossed the fro n tie r. 
T h is  was the signa l fo r  the mass­
es —  w orkers and peasants — to 
rise against th e ir  hated oppress­
ors, the land lords and cap ita lis ts  
and th e ir  Nazi-dom inated govern­
ment.

No sooner bad the Soviet troops 
set foot on B u lga rian  so il than 
the workers, always in  the van 
of revo lu tiona ry  movements even 
in  backward a g ric u ltu ra l coun­
tries, moved in to  action. A r a i l­
way s tr ik e  paralyzed com m unica­
tions between Sofia and P lovdiv, 
the B r it is h  correspondent re­
ported.

" I t  appeared.”  b is dispatch 
continued, “ as i f  the m ilita ry  
au tho rities  (of B u lga ria ) had lost 
contro l. People flocked in to  the 
streets of the p rinc ip a l c ities de­
sp ite  the curfew  and m a rtia l law, 
and Sofia Central S tation filled up 
w ith  soldiers who did not qu ite 
know where they belonged.”  This 
was ju s t the beginning.

Peasants flocked in to  the cities, 
the correspondent relates, and 
hundreds who came in to  Sofia 
“ staged a s it-dow n s tr ik e  in  fro n t 
of the sta tion bu ild ing... N ext day 
the Red F lag was w av ing  over 
the c ity 's  s ta tion .”

Then fo llow s a d ram atic  dcs-

(Continued on page 4)
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Roosevelt Attempts To Evade 
Responsibility For Decision
Administration Offers Flimsy Pretexts For 
Its Refusal to Free Railroaded Trotskyists

By Joseph Keller
Continuing the Roosevelt administration’s con* 

spiracy in railroading 18 Socialist Workers Party; 
and Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 5 4 4 -0 0  lead­
ers to prison under the infamous Smith ‘Gag’ Act, 
the President’s Pardon Attorney, Daniel M. Lyons, 
on October 6 announced by letter to the Civil Rights 
Defense Committee that the appeals for a presiden­
tial pardon have been denied.

The applications, according to Lyons, were not 
even submitted for the personal consideration of

■® Roosevelt because ‘the 
conclusion h a s  b e e n  
reached that the Depart­
ment (Office of the Par­
don Attorney, Department 
of Justice) would not be 
warranted in presenting 
these petitions to the Pres­
ident.’

British Imperialists Imprison 
Leading Trotskyists In  India

By Li Fu.Jen
Brought to tria l on charges arising from their escape from a British concentration camp 

where they had been interned from June, 1940 until April, 1942, two leaders of tile Federation 
of Bolshevik-Leninist Parties of Burma, Ceylon and India, section of the Fourth International, 
were sentenced to prison on February 8 of this year in the magistrate’s court at Kandy, Ceylon. 
There were betrayed to the British police in Indi a by Stalinist agents.

The two Trotskyists, outstanding fighters in the liberation ® 
movement of the Indian masses, are N. M. Perera and Philip 
Gunawardene. News of their tria l, suppressed by the imperial­
ist censors, has just reached The M ilitan t together with inspiring 
information concerning the activ ity of the Indian Trotskyist 
organization which continues to live and grow despite the fiercest 
persecution.

In tho finest tra d itio n  o f the®
revo lu tiona ry  socia list movement, 
our Ind ian  comrades u n flin c h in g ly  
faced th e ir  b ru ta l accusers in 
court, defended th e ir  Bolshevik 
princ ip les and view's, and turned 
the t r ia l in to  an ind ic tm en t o f 
B r it is h  im peria lism . W c re p r in t 
th e ir  s ta tem ent to  the cou rt on 
page 3 o f th is  issue as testim ony 
to  the firm ly -ro o ted  cha racter of 
the T ro ts k y is t movem ent in 
Ind ia  and a source o f in sp ira tion  
to th e ir  comrades in  Am erica  and 
th roughou t the w orld .

In  addition to numerous lea fle ts

in na tive  laguagos dealing w ith  
the bu rn ing  issues o f In d ia ’s 
s trugg le  fo r  freedom  fro m  im ­
pe ria lism , and fro m  the oppres­
sion o f the na tive  princes, the 
landlords and the cap ita lis ts , the 
Ind ian T ro tsky is ts  publish an im ­
pressive ille g a l organ en title d  
“ Perm anent R evo lu tion .”  The 
contents o f th is  pub lica tion  
breathe the ve ry  s p ir it  o f revo lu­
tio n a ry  soc ia lis t in te rna tiona lism  
and adhere f irm ly  to  the T ro ts k y -

No-Strike Policy 
Fought by Militant 
Convention Group

A vigorous m inority fight 
against the no-strike pledge, led 
by the delegation of the power­
ful Philadelphia Cramps Ship­
yard Local 42, climaxed the 
seven day convention o f the 
CIO Industrial Union of Marine 
and Shipbuilding W o r k e r s  
which ended last Thursday in 
Atlantic City, N. J., after one

Stalinists Initiate 
Drive To Establish 
Fink Shipping Pool

By Frank Laivrence
Stalinist leaders of the Na­

tional Maritime Union (CIO) 
last w'eek revived their cam­
paign to undermine the union 
hiring hall and replace i t  w ith 
a government-controlled ship­
ping pool for all seamen.

The new phase o f th is  cam­
paign was developed th rou gh  the 
pages o f the un ion ’s paper. The 
P ilo t, where i t  was revealed tha t 
the S ta lin is ts  have urged W ar 
Shipp ing A d m in is tra to r E m ory S. 
Land to ca ll a conference o f a ll 
sections o f the m aritim e  indus­
t r y  to set up a governm ent con­
tro lled  manpower pool on a na­
tion -w ide scale.

The lead s to ry  in the October 
6 issue o f the P ilo t is headed: 
“ M anpower P o o l  Im m ediate 
Need.”  The s to ry  quotes from  
a le tte r  addressed to  Land by 
Joseph C urran  and F rede rick  N. 
M yers, S ta lin is t N M U  offic ia ls , 
requesting th a t a conference be 
called im m edia te ly . T h is  con fer­
ence, they  urged, should be a t­
tended by “ the representatives o f 
a ll the steam pship companies, o r­
ganized and unorganized, o f the 
unions, o f the A rm y  T ransp o rt

(Continued on page 4)

In vo k in g  a tech n ica lity  imposed 
by the W h ite  House its e lf,  the 
P res iden tia l Pardon A u th o r ity  o f­
fe rs  as the  p re te x t fo r  its  re fusa l 
to present the appeals to  Roos­
eve lt pe rsona lly  th a t “ the P resi­
dent’s ru le  provides th a t in  the 
absence o f a favo ra b le  recom ­
m endation fro m  the U n ited  States 
A tto rn e y  or the t r ia l  Judge, an 
app lica tion  fo r  executive clem ­
ency sha ll not o rd in a r ily  be p re­
sented to  him . O ur s tudy o f the 
app lica tion  fa ils  to disclose a ju s ­
tif ic a tio n  fo r  su b m ittin g  these 
cases as an exception to the ru le .”

T hus , lik e  the Supreme C ourt 
wh ich three tim es refused to  re ­
view’ the  convictions, Roosevelt is 
h id in g  behind a tech n ica lity  to 
avoid d ire c t resp on s ib ility  fo r  a 
decision in the  m ost im p o rta n t 
case in vo lv in g  v io la tio n  o f labor 
and c iv il r ig h ts  d u rin g  th is  w a r, 
a case g ro w in g  ou t o f a de liber­
ate fram e-up prosecution d ire c tly  
in itia te d  by Roosevelt h im se lf.

T h is  la te s t lin k  in the chain o f 
a conspiracy s tre tch in g  back to 
June 1941 was fo rged  in  the face

(Continued on page 2)
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‘talks with employers also re­
vealed the possibility that these 
larger concerns may undertake 
the campaign and that the 
smaller units would follow 
suit.”
IS S U E  W A R N IN G S

The open plans of B ig Business 
to  smash the organized labor 
movement have become so fla g ­
ra n t th a t even the m ost case 
hardened bureaucrats of the A F L  
have moved to issue w arn ings 
th a t labor m ust prepare fo r  the 
im pending showdown. In  t l ie ir  
La bo r D ay speeches both W illia m  
Green, President of the A F L , and 
M atthew  W oll, V ice-President, 
warned th a t the un ions m ust 
make preparations now fo r pro­
tection against the “ inev itab le  re ­
actionary onslaught”  w h ich  the 
labor movem ent w i l l  face “ a fte r 
tho w a r.”

B u t the employers are not w a it­
in g  u n t il “ a fte r the w a r”  to begin 
th e ir  open shop d rive  against o r­
ganized labor. They arc more 
and more u til iz in g  the “ w ar emer­
gency”  as a cover to launch a 
fu ll-fled ged  un ion-w recking cam­
paign.

The an ti-un ion  d rive  has taken

fo rm  under a cam paign to  smash 
the union shop. As long ago as 
la s t F ebruary , the president o f 
the U n ited States Steel Corpora­
tion , Benjam in Fairless, declared 
tha t, despite the existence o f a 
maintenance o f memb e r  s h i p 
clause in the union con tract, the 
basic po licy o f U.S. Steel was tha t 
o f the open shop. Addressing an 
audience o f cost-plus pa trio ts  at 
a m eeting o f the P ittsb u rg  Cham­
ber o f Commerce, Fa irless said: 
“ Gentlemen, our conviction is as 
firm  today as it  ever was tha t the 
r ig h t to work should not be 
dependent upon membership o r 
non-membership in any organ iza­
tion .”

F a irless ’ “ r ig h t  to w o rk ”  a ttack  
on the union shop has been em­
bodied in  leg is la tion  in troduced, 
in one form  or another, in  most 
o f the states in  the country. In  
C a lifo rn ia , fo r  example, a meas­
ure has been placed on the Nov­
ember ba llo t under the designa­
tion of “ P roposition 12" w h ich  
provides th a t: “ E very  person has 
the r ig h t to work, and to seek, 
obtain and Hold employment, 
w ith o u t in terference w ith  or im-

(Continued on page 3)

WLB Provocation Results  ln Strike Of 
Detroit UAW-CIO Maintenance Workers

Spécial to The Militant
DETRO IT, Oct. 7 — 1,000 delegates, representing 38,000 

maintenance workers affiliated with the Maintenance, Construc­
tion and Powerhouse Workers Council, CIO United Automobile 
Workers, met here last Monday and voted overwhelmingly to 
strike unless the War Labor Board granted their demand for a 
fact-finding panel to investigate the wage-structure of main­
tenance workers'in Detroit auto plants. In a stormy session, in 
which all attempts of Council officials to prevent strike action 
were hooted down, the delegates ® 
voted to deliver a 24-hour ’ 
ultimatum to tire W LB. A six- 
man committee was set up and 
instructed to go to Washington 
immediately.

On Wednesday m orn ing, a fte r  
the exp ira tion  o f the u ltim a tum .
maintenance workers in various 
plants throughout the c ity , fed 
up to the gums w ith  W ar Labor 
Board s ta llin g , began w a lk in g  o f f  
the job. D u ring  the day, w orkers 
in  21 p lan ts w en t on s tr ike . 
Eleven p lan ts  were closed en­
t ire ly , in vo lv ing  more than 60,- 
000 workers.

Chairm an Davis of the. W LB  
sent a telegram to the Council 
in  w h ich lie agreed to discuss 
procedure on hand ling  wage rate 
disputes in v o lv in g  maintenance 
workers. A t  the same tim e  be

dispatched another telegram to 
the in te rna tiona l officers of the 
UAW  m eeting in  A tla n tic  C ity, 
sta ting, " I t  is  unnecessary, wc 
are sure, to b ring  to your a tten­
tion  the fac t tha t the board w il l  
take no action under the duress 
of a s tr ik e  th rea t." The board 
was already backtrack ing, and 
on ly  in  the face of a s tr ike !

T h e  in te rna tiona l executive 
board o f the U A W -C IO , b u s ily  en­
gaged a t the moment in  tw is tin g  
and m is in te rp re tin g  the mandates 
of the recent auto w orkers ’ con­
vention, h a s tily  ordered the s t r ik ­
ers back to w ork. W a lte r Reuther, 
in te rn a tio n a l Vice P resident who 
heads the sk illed  trades depart­
ment of the un ion, is reported 
to have flo w n  back to  D e tro it  in  
an A rm y  plane, to address the 
Council on Thursday.

The dispute goes back five years 
to a ju r is d ic tio n a l q u a rre l be­
tween A F L  and CIO forces. The 
UAW -CIO won contracts w ith  ttie 
companies fo r its  members, w h ile  
the A F L  arranged to have its  
members w ork  through p riva te  
contractors. In  the beginning, 
there was not on ly  a d iffe re n tia l 
between A F L  and CIO workers, 
but a d iffe re n tia l between sk illed  
and unsk illed  workers w ith in  the 
CIO, to say no th ing of the pres­
ent d iffe re n tia ls  fo r d iffe re n t 
areas in  the country. Today, the 
d iffe re n tia l between sk illed  and 
unsk illed  w orkers w ith in  the CIO 
lias been reduced somewhat. Wage 
scales of the m aintenance w o rk ­
ers have remained v ir tu a lly  un­
changed, w h ile  other classifica­
tions were boosted. Area d if fe r ­
entia ls  rem ain, and A F L  members 
doing the same type of m ain ten­
ance w o rk  as members of the 
CIO receive as much as 50 cents 
per hour more.

Several weeks ago Reuther la id 
a demand before the W LB  fo r a 
fact-find ing panel to investigate 
the wage s truc tu re  of the m a in ­
tenance workers. The demand 
was refused, the  A F L  members 
vo tin g  w ith  in d u s try  members

to deny the request. The CIO 
maintenance workers were n a tu r­
a lly  incensed, and the s tr ik e  fo l­
lowed.

On Thursday, the delegates 
voted to re tu rn  to  w ork, pending 
action by the W LB . By th is  tim e 
7000 maintenance w orkers had 
s truck  in 33 plants. Reuther to ld 
the delegates, “ You can’t pres­
sure the W ar Labor Board by 
ca llin g  unauthorized s tr ike s ," and 
denounced the w a lkout as a 
v io la tion  o f the no -strike  pledge. 
But pressure the W L B  is precisely 
w ha t the men had done. The 
board decided by a vote o f s ix  to 
three to combine a ll cases in ­
vo lv ing  maintenance men’s wage 
disputes, and w ill hold im m ediate 
hearings. T h a t’s what the men 
wanted, and they d idn ’t get it 
u n til they s tru ck !

One group, the Packard w o rk ­
ers, was s t i l l  skeptical about the 
promises of the W LB . and ac­
cused R euther of having "sold 
them down the r iv e r.”  A t th is  
w r it in g  they are s t i l l  on s trike . 
There is to be a m embership 
m eeting tom orrow  to decide w hat 
action the local w i l l  take.

Jim Crow Strike Report 
Used To Smear The CIO

■ 'n By C. Thomas
The Federal Grand Jury investigating the Philadelphia 

transit strike, which occurred last August over the upgrading 
of Negro workers employed by the Philadelphia Transportation 
Company, has indicted 30 employes of the company for viola­
tion of the Smith-Connally anti-strike law. The Grand Jury 
report whitewashed the company—which was prim arily re­
sponsible for the instigation of the walkout. It praised the role 
of company unions— the lead-®
ers of the Jim Crow action were 
former officials of the PTC 
company union.

I t  contained a v ic ious a ttack  
on the CIO — which had con­
demned the reac tiona ry  an ti-N e ­
gro  w o rk  stoppage. C harg ing  
tha t the Grand Ju ry  had indicted 
several innocent w orkers “ in 
th e ir  zeal to  w hitewash the  rea l 
in s tig a to rs  o f the  s tr ike ,”  James 
J. F itzs im on, in te rn a tio n a l vice- 
president o f the CIO  T ransp o rt 
W orkers Union, characterized 
the ju ry  report as a “ m iscarriage 
o f tru th  and jus tice .”

The re p o rt o f the Grand Ju ry  
confirm s the analysis o f the 
Philadelph ia tra n s it s tr ik e  con­
tained in The M ilita n t o f A ugust 
12 w h ich sta ted : “ In  a desperate 
move, to  smash the CIO T rans­
po rt W orkers  U n ion , the P h ila ­
delphia T ransp orta tio n  Company, 
ac ting  in collusion w ith  leaders 
o f the fo rm e r com pany union, 
inspired a 6-day m un ic ipa l tra n s ­
po rta tion  stoppage aga ins t the 
t ra in in g  o f 8 N egro  w orkers  fo r  
opera ting  jobs on street-cars and 
busses. U s ing  the tim e-w orn  dev­
ice o f ‘d iv ide and ru le ,’ the com­
pany and its  agents provoked 
th is  a n ti- la b o r race-bate action 
w ith  the aim  o f s p lit t in g  the 
ranks o f the CIO union, w h ich  a 
few  m onths ago won a collective

ba rga in ing  election aga inst the 
company-sponsored PUT (P h ila ­
delphia Rapid T ra n s it)  E m p loy­
ees U n ion. T h is  company o u tfit  
fo r  years had upheld the  PTC ’s 
f la g ra n t J im  C row  policies and 
had campaigned aga inst the T W U  
w ith  the slogan: “ A  vote fo r  the 
CJO is a vote fo r  N igge rs  on 
the jo b .”

S M E A R  CIO

The m ain concern o f the Grand 
J u ry  “ in ve s tig a tio n ”  wh ich w h ite ­
washed the company and its  com­
pany union, was to  sm ear the 
C IO . The new Y o rk  da ily , P M , 
reports  the com m ent o f members 
o f the ju r y  w ho said, “ the ch ie f 
dissension in  the  ju r y  room  was 
over the CIO, wh ich some wanted 
to condemn by name and others 
on ly  by im p lica tio n .”

One ju ro r ,  the  w ife  o f a m ember 
o f Congress, declared th a t “ the 
CIO  and the Governm ent d irec tive  
were the d ire c t causes o f th is  
s tr ike . I f  i t  were no t fo r  such 
a d irec tive  (F E P C  d ire c tive  o r­
de ring  the company to  upgrade 
Negro employees) the s tr ik e  
would never have happened. I f  
the d irec tive  bad been w ith d ra w n  
or suspended the s tr ik e  would 
have been called o f f . ”

The same spurious charge had

(C ontinued on page 4).
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By Joseph Keller
Joseph C urran, S ta lin is t head i 

o f the  CIO N a tiona l M a ritim e  U n - ' 
ion, is a t la s t able lo  boast o f a 
“ b ig  v ic to ry ”  fo r  his policies. 
W ith  double-banner headlines, 
C u rran ’s organ, The P ilo t, proc­
la im s the s ta r t lin g  achievement 
to  the w orld .

I t  seems th a t one o f the tes­
tim o n ia l speakers a t a d inner fo r  
N M U  Secre tary S m ith  was none 
o the r than Basil H a rr is , pres i­
dent o f the  U . S. Lines, la rges t 
sh ipp ing  company in the w orld . 
H a rr is  took advantage o f the oc­
casion to  h u r l a "cha llenge”  a t 
C u rran  and his lieutenants. C ur­
ra n  bo ld ly  and m il ita n t ly  “ accept­
ed the  challenge,”  in  the  proud 
words o f The P ilo t.

■Harris said: “ I  o f fe r  a cha l­
lenge. 1 would lik e  to see w heth­
er, we can’t  c a rry  the no-strike  
pledge in to  peacetime.”  Curran, 
qu ick  as a flash , caught h im  up 
on th is  before he could back 
down.

The P ilo t brags about th is  
g reat “ v ic to ry ”  as “ the f irs t  tim e 
th a t a top representa tive  o f b ig  
business has asked th a t the no- 
s tr ik e  pledge be extended in to  
peacetime.”

We confess, we can’t  figu re  out 
how C urran won over th is  p lu to ­
c ra t to th is  position. D id he 
have to  ge t H a rr is  d runk, in  o r­
der to  fo rce  such a “ concession”  
fro m  th is  m u lti-m illio n a ire  labor- 
e xp lo ite r ?

Now a ll C urran and his se ll-ou t 
S ta lin is t cronies have to do is to 
sw ing  13,000,000 union workers 
behind the “ perm anent no -s trike  
pledge”  and his “ v ic to ry ”  w ill be 
100 per cent —  fo r  the bosses. 
T h a t’s no t so easy.

*  *  *

To o ffse t the sharp reductions 
in  w eekly pay checks th a t A m e r­
ican w orkers  w i l l  s u ffe r  w ith  the 
e lim in a tio n  o f the 43-hour w’eek 
and overtim e wages, the C IO  
Economic O utlook fo r  September 
proposes th a t un ion representa­
tives should declare to the em­
ployers: “ You should s ign an
agreement w ith  the union to  pay 
as h igh fo r  a 40 hour week as 
you are now pay ing  fo r  48 hours 
a week.”

Included in  its  p rogram  to  fig h t 
unem ploym ent and m a in ta in  the 
standard o f l iv in g  o f the w orkers, 
The M il ita n t  has long since ra is ­
ed the  slogan: “ F o r the 30-hour 
week, w ith  no reductions in  week­
ly  pay.”  T h is  in p rinc ip le  is 
w ha t the CIO spokesmen now ad­
vocate.

The on ly  d iffe rence in  w hat we 
propose and the C IO  offic ia ldom  
advocates, is  th a t the CIO  paper 
te lls  the w orkers to  “ ask”  the 
bosses, w h ile  we te ll the workers 
they w i l l  have to  f ig h t w ith  a ll 
th e ir  tested methods o f mass 
s tru g g le  to  w in  th is  necessary 
p ro tection  aga inst la y -o ffs  and 
wage slashes.

*  *  *

A. P h ilip  Randolph, President 
o f the A F L  Brotherhood o f 
S leeping Car P orte rs, hurled 
some sharp sha fts  a t both the 
Dem ocratic and Republican P a r­
ties in his keynote address before 
the  un ion ’s F o u rth  B ienn ia l Con­
vention.

“ Both the Dem ocratic and Re­
publican pa rties  are liv in g  in a 
fo o l’s paradise i f  they believe 
they have the N egro vote in the 
bag. The way Negroes vote in  
the p o litica l contest th is  Novem ­
ber w i l l  be determ ined la rg e ly  
by w hat is done, no t w hat is 
prom ised, to  make the F a ir  E m ­
p loym ent Practices Commission 
perm anent by federa l law , and 
also what action is taken to  abol­
ish segregation and d isc rim in a ­
tio n  in the armed forces.

“ The s tin g in g  in s u lt o f A rm y  
and N avy  d isc rim ina tion  on the 
basis o f race is b ro ug h t home to 
voters by m a il and by the Negro 
press, which is w idely and care­
fu l ly  read. N egro boys who r is k  
th e ir  lives da ily  fo r  a democracy

they do not enjoy are Am erican 
citizens, vo ting  citizens. They 
w ill not fo rg e t on election day 
the fact which ye f can be chan­
ged, th a t ne ithe r Dem ocrats nor 
Republicans have campaigned fo r 
passage o f the FE P C  b il l before 
election.

“ N ow  Congress is a d jo u rn ing  
w ith o u t v is ib le  concern fo r  t h i r ­
teen m illio n  N egro Am ericans 
who face reconversion to  peace­
tim e em ploym ent as reconversion 
to pre jud ice .”

Randolph m ig h t have made his 
ind ic tm en t o f the tw o  c a p ita lis t 
pa rties and th e ir  J im  Crow  po l­
icies much m ore e ffec tive , i f  he 
had made c lear the rea l a lte rn ­
a tive  w h ich w h ite  and Negro 
w orkers jo in t ly  m ust grasp —  the 
p rogram  o f genuine independent 
w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l action 
th rough the bu ild in g  o f an inde­
pendent labor pa rty .

Branches Report Gain In  Pamphlet Sales

As an example o f the attem pts 
o f the CIO leadership to w h ite ­
wash Roosevelt and p in  the fu l l  
resp on s ib ility  fo r  “ p o lit ic a l finag­
lin g ”  around the  issue o f the L i t ­
t le  Steel F o rm u la  on the  R epub li­
cans, the October 2 “ Look ing  
A head” , colum n o f Len Do Caux, 
ed ito r o f the C IO  News, w ins the 
plush bottom  sp ittoon.

De Caux com plains th a t the 
“ Deweyites”  alone are “ p lay in g  
p o litic s ”  w ith  the wage issue, be­
cause they are t ry in g  to compel 
the W LB  to  w ith o ld  its  decision 
u n t il a fte r  elections in  the “ hope 
the re s u lt in g  ind igna tion  o f the 
w orkers w i l l  lead to a loss o f 
votes fo r  Roosevelt.”

“ U n fo rtu n a te ly ,”  .s ta tes De 
Caux, “ there is some evidence 
th a t the W LB  is no t e n tire ly  
averse to  fu r th e r  s ta llin g , nor 
even to  s ide track ing  a lto ge th e r a 
decision o f these long-pending un­
ion cases.”  “ A la rm ed by such in ­
d ica tions,”  De Caux reports , the 
W LB  labor members introduced a 
reso lu tion fo r  a decision by Oc­
tober 15, “ which was voted down 
by a com bination o f the in d u s try  
and public members o f the board.”

W here the aetual “ p o litica l fin ­
a g lin g ”  has come in, is th a t 
Roosevelt, who has the power to 
m od ify  the L i t t le  Steel F orm ula  
any tim e  he likes and could have 
done so long ago, has pe rm itted  
the pro-Roosevelt labo r fake rs  to 
c ircu la te  the ru m o r ju s t a few  
weeks before elections th a t Roos­
eve lt is go ing  to  p e rm it wage 
increases.

Roosevelt has been most care­
fu l no t “ to  m ake any com m it­
m ents”  h im se lf, bu t he has also 
scrupulously  re fra ined  f r o m  
denying the rum ors. W hat his 
labor f lun k ie s  are now com pla in­
ing  about is th a t Dewey, no 
fr ie n d  o f labor, is  t ry in g  to  make 
a l i t t le  p o lit ic a l cap ita l out o f 
th is  tr ic k e ry  fo r  h is own pu r­
poses. De Caux’s ch ie f concern 
is not over the fa te  o f the w ork­
ers i f  the W L B  doesn’t  make a 
decision before Novem ber 7, but 
th a t th is  “ w ill lead to a loss o f 
votes fo r  Roosevelt,”  and, in c i­
den ta lly , in  a loss o f p restige fo r  
the top union offic ia ldom .

R. J. Thomas, U A W -C IO  Pres­
ident, has announced th a t the un­
ion is dem anding a D epartm ent 
o f Justice in ves tig a tion  o f the 
Thompson Products company o f­
fic ia ls  fo r  ille g a l in te rfe rence in 
the recent N L R B  election a t the 
Cleveland p lan ts  in w h ich  the 
U A W  local was badly defeated. 
Thompson Products is one o f the 
la s t open shop c itadels in  the auto­
m otive in du s try . The charges 
aga inst F . C. C raw ford , company 
head, and o ther o ffic ia ls  include 
“ p a rtic ip a tio n  in the  election by 
e lectioneering, in tim id a tio n  and 
coercing the w orkers to  vote 
aga inst the  U A W -C IO , fu rn is h ­
in g  faked and incom plete pay­
ro lls  to the N L R B ,”  etc.

By Campaign Manager ®
Reports com ing in on the L ite ra tu re  and Subscrip tion Renewal 

Cam paign show how deep an im pression the  ideas o f The M ilita n t 
have made on its  new subscribers. T h e ir  enthusiasm  fo r  the p r in ­
ciples and p rogram  o f our press makes the sale o f the fo u r M in ­
neapolis T r ia l Pam phlets an even easier task  than  expected.

As they ga in experience in v is it in g  and ta lk in g  to  the new 
readers o f The M il ita n t ,  the comrades are le a rn ing  to  use the 
pam phlets more e ffe c tive ly , and the re fo re  the percentage o f sales 
is r is in g  s tead ily . One branch reports  th a t they have been ex­
p la in in g  to  the renders they v is it tha t the T r ia l pam phlets, g iv in g  
an exp lanation o f thy basic ideas o f T ro tsky ism , w ill increase the 
reader’s in te rest and enjoym ent o f the paper, he lp ing  him  to 
understand The M il ita n t ’s w ork ingclass analysis o f events.

W h ile  m ost o f the emphasis in  discussions w ith  readers has 
been on James P. Cannon's “ Socialism  On T r ia l, ”  because its  
question-and-answer fo rm  is p a r tic u la r ly  popu lar, the  o the r three 
pam phlets are by no means overlooked. A lb e r t  Goldm an’s “ In  De­
fense o f Socialism ,”  the  CRDC pam phlet “ W ho A re  the 18 Prisoners 
in  the M inneapo lis L a b o r Case,”  and “ W hy  W e A re  in P rison”  
com plete the  exposition o f our ideas, and acqua int the reader in ­
tim a te ly  w ith  some o f the lead ing figures o f the  T ro ts k y is t move­
ment. A t  the special price o f 25 cents, the sets o f pam phlets are 
se llin g  re a d ily  to  new readers— both those who are v is ited  by the 
comrades and those who receive the  paper a t un ion d is tr ibu tions .

FROM OUR MAIL BAG:
B u ffa lo : W e feel p re tty  encouraged about the  way the cam­

paign is go ing, and are eagerly  w a itin g  fo r  a chance to  compare 
our progress w ith  th a t o f the o the r branches. One subscriber re ­
m arked, “ Oh, you’re the lady who sold us the subscrip tion to  th a t 
fine paper th a t te lls  the t ru th . W e were ju s t  go ing to  send away 
fo r  a renewal ourselves.”  A no the r subscriber, renew ing his three- 
m onth subscrip tion, asked us to  b r in g  someone to  h is home to 
ta lk  to his tw o  daughters, because they were so in terested in  the 
paper. We found th a t they were 14 and 15 years old, and w ant to 
come to  our fu tu re  meetings.

M inneapo lis : W e sold 120 pam phlets th is  week, tw e n ty -fo u r 
sets o f them  a t union m eetings alone!

New Y o rk : So fa r  in  the cam paign, the New  Y o rk  Local has 
sold 156 M il ita n t  renewal subscrip tions, inc lud ing  both 6-mont.h and 
one-year subs. In  add ition , 5G prem ium  subscrip tions were obtained 
fo r  frien ds  o f th y  readers who renewed th e ir  ow n subs. A nd  696 
pam phlets have been sold to the new readers we have v is ited  thus 
fa r !

The rep o rts  b ro ug h t in by comrades say th a t The M il ita n t is 
treasured by m any o f these new readers and c ircu la ted th rough  
the en tire  fa m ily . F o r instance, one comrade to ld  us th a t a reader 
in  renew ing h is sub commented: “ W hen I  ge t th rou gh  read ing m y 
copy I  send i t  to  m y fa th e r- in - la w  who is  in  the  South.”  A no the r 
comrade reported tha t he v is ited  a subscriber in  H arlem  who liked 
the paper very  much, but could no t find a d o lla r In the house to 
pay fo r  a renewal. She made an appo in tm en t fo r  the comrade 
to  re tu rn  fo r  the sub and the do lla r. W h ile  he was w a lk in g  down 
the block, the subscriber’s daughter ran  up w ith  a d o lla r in  her 
hand, exp la in ing  th a t they had borrowed the money fro m  a next- 
door ne ighbor to  save our comrade’s tim e.

C leveland: We have ba re ly  s ta rted  on our pamphlet, campaign 
w o rk , ye t we have a lready sold 96 pam phlets. Please send us an­
o the r hundred im m edia te ly .

San D iego: L a s t Sunday we s ta rted  our T r ia l Pam phlet Cam­
pa ign  and were g ra tifie d  by the resu lts . They sell as easily  as the 
t r ia l  subscrip tions d id ; an average o f s ix  an hour. We had taken 
on ly  s ix  sets w ith  us, so we returned to the  headquarters sooner 
than we would have needed to. However ne x t Sunday we in tend to 
tr ip le  our e ffo rts .

D e tro it :  M any m ore sets o f pam phlets were sold over the week­
end than are included in  our repo rt, bu t i t  has been im possib le to 
ge t complete re tu rn s  in tim e  fo r  th is  week’s scoreboard. W e’l l  send 
you another re p o rt la te r  in  tho  week.

British Trotskyist Leaders 18 TROTSKYISTS DENIED 
PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS

(C ontinued fro m  page 1) <*>

H E A T O N  L E E A N N  K E E N

JOCK H A S TO N RO Y T E A R S E

3 British Trotskyists 
Win Prison Release

The three British Trotskyist leaders jailed by Churchill’s 
Tory government under the Trade Disputes Act have been re­
leased from prison, following the action of the Court o f Criminal 
Appeal in quashing the convictions against them.

"The organized w o rk in g  class ■*>—----------------------------------------------------
lias thus gained one of the m ost | fo llowed by w orkers —  no t on ly
im p o rtan t legal v ic to ries  in  the 
strugg le against an ti- la bo r legis­
la tion ,”  reports the Socialist Ap­
peal, o ffic ia l organ of the Revolu­
tio n a ry  Com m unist P a rty  (T ro t­
sky is t) of .Great B r ita in . "The 
ru l in g  class lias suffered a severe 
defeat in  its  f irs t  a ttem pt to use 
tiie  T o ry  Trade Disputes A c t of 
1927.”

R e fe rring  to  the m ilita n t s tru g ­
gle organized fo r  the release o f 
the im prisoned T ro tsky is ts , the 
S ocia lis t Appeal continues: “ We 
are very proud o f the fac t th a t il 
was ou r p a rty — the R evo lu iionary  
Com m unist P a rty — aided by the 
A n ti-L a b o r Laws V ic tim s  Defense 
Com m ittee together w ith  its  legal 
advisers, which has been respon­
sib le  fo r  th is  g rea t labor v ic ­
to ry . . .

“ The prosecution of our com­
rades was the most im p o rtan t 
a n ti- la b o r 'c r im in a l prosecution to 
be undertaken by the ru lin g  class 
fo r  m any years. I t  was closely
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Subscribers who became ac­
quainted w ith  '  The M ilita n t  
through the 3-m ontli in tro d u c to ry  
subscrip tion are now in tro du c ing  
the paper to th e ir  friends. We 
quote a few  instances:

San Francisco: “ Tw o t r ia l 
subscribers have already sold ad­
d itio n a l t r ia l  subs besides the 
fo u r sent them by New Y ork , 
and one has already prom ised 
some more fo r  us in  the near 
fu tu re . Ono o f these subscribers 
lias gone out w ith  us on renewal 
w ork in the pro ject where he 
lives.”

B u ffa lo : “ Enclosed please find 
$1 fo r  subscrip tion  renewal. I 
like  The M il ita n t  as a whole and 
I  am g iv in g  m y fe llo w  workm en 
the fo u r cards th a t I  m ay fee l 
assured they w il l  receive the pa­
per.”

New Y o rk : “ Th is man renew­
ed his own 3-m onth sub fo r  6 
m onths and gave us s ix  names. 
H e ’s an exce llent con tact (long ­
shorem an) and asked us to  send 
him  more cards, th a t he’d f i l l  
them  ou t.”

A k ro n : “ Send fo u r  t r ia l  sub 
cards and le tte r  to th is  subscrib­
e r now. He wishes to sell them  
to  his fr ien ds .”

O akland: “ Enclosed is $1 to 
cover fo u r  t r ia l  subscriptions.... 
L e t ’s have th is  much c lea rly  un­
derstood. The workers and p rod­
ucers o f th is  coun try  are The 
Am erican People. The re s t o f the 
popu lation, consis ting  in paras­
ites, loa fers, gam blers, g ra fte rs , 
and m iscellaneous ve rm in , have 
no more r ig h t  to  be included in 
The Am erican People than the 
baboons o f G ib ra lta r, and are en­
tit le d  to  no p riv ileges  th a t  con­
f l ic t  w ith  the in te rests o f The 
People.”  (T h is  subscriber has 
sold nine 3-m onth subs to  h is 
frien ds .)

San D iego: “ A  w o rke r to ld  us 
he took The M il ita n t  to the job 
fo r  his fo llo w  w orkers to read and 
he was sure he could get them 
to subscribe also. ‘ I  lik e  to  help 
you people out because I  fee l th a t

you are f ig h tin g  m y ba ttles,’ was 
the way he expressed it . ”

* * *

The excellent w ork  of the 
branches d u rin g  the subscrip tion 
campaign is now b rin g in g  g ra ti-  
fyn g  results.

O ur P h ilade lph ia  agent reports :
“ T h is  com ing F rid a y  we arc 

having a round tab le discussion 
w ith  some M il ita n t  subscribers 
fro m  the housing p ro je c t on the 
lessons o f the P h iladelph ia  T ra n ­
s it  Company s tr ike . We, in  the 
course o f seeking renewals there, 
have been ta lk in g  the  m eeting 
up; which toge ther w ith  a m a il­
ing, has given us good expecta­
tion s .”

Lecture On France 
Is First Of Series 
At N. Y. Forum

N E W  YO R K, Oct. 8— The f irs t  
o f the series o f October Sunday 
N ig h t Forum s was held to n ig h t 
at the New Y o rk  School o f Social 
Science, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. The 
speaker, F ra n k  Lawrence ab ly  
analyzed the s itua tion  in France 
and the im p oss ib ility  o f DeGaul- 
le’s so lv ing  the social c ris is  con­
fro n t in g  the French people.

E ve ry  seat in  the h a ll was 
taken, p ro v in g  how deeply the 
progressive w orkers  are in te res t­
ed in  the events ta k in g  place on 
the European con tinent today. 
M any questions were asked about 
the fa c to ry  com m ittees, the na­
tu re  o f the resistance movement, 
and the po ss ib ility  o f the w orkers 
bu ild ing  a new order, a Soviet 
France.

N e x t Sunday, October 15, the 
second o f the series o f fo rum s 
w ill be held w ith  M y ra  Tanner 
speaking on “ The R evo lu tionary 
S trugg le  in  I ta ly . ”  Everyone in ­
terested in  le a rn in g  the tru th  
about the strugg les o f the Ita lia n  
workers is inv ited .

in  a l l pa rts  o f B r ita in , bu t in  
o ilie r parts of the w orld . Preceded 
and accompanied as i t  was by 
a reactionary  press cam paign of 
unprecedented fe roc ity , the a r­
rest and prosecution of our com­
rades was obviously ca rried  out 
as the resu lt of d irec t in s tru c ­
tions from  the Cabinet. I t  was 
not on ly  a prosecution of the a r­
rested comrades, i t  was in  rea l­
i t y  a prosecution of our party , 
tho  R evo lu tionary  Com m unist 
Party .

“ A p a r t fro m  s tr ik in g  a b low  a t 
the R evo lu tionary  Com m unist 
P arty , w h ich  alone among tlio  o r­
ganized parties o f the w o rk ing  
class fights w ith  and fo r  the m il­
ita n t workers a t every step, the 
purpose o f the arrests was to 
in tim id a te  organized labor. The 
T ro tsky is ts  were to be scapegoats 
fo r  the in troduc tion  of the a n t i­
labor Regu lation lA ( a ) . "

Comrades Roy Tearso and 
Heaton Lee were serv ing one- 
year sentences and Jock H aston a 
s ix -m onth  sentence a t the tim e of 
th e ir  release. Comrade A nn Keen, 
convicted in  the same case, had 
prev iously  boon released a fte r 
com pletion of her 13-day sent­
ence.

S T A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  O W N E R S H IP .
M A N A G E M E N T. O IR C I I.A T IO N . ETC..
K E IH 'I l tE I )  I1Y T H E  ACTS OF CON­
GRESS OF AV G U S T 21. 1912. A N I)
M A R C H  3. 1933.

or T H E  M IL IT A N T .  p u b liR lied  w«t>kly 
a t N ow  Y o rk . N . Y. f o r  O ct. 1. 1914. 
S ta te  o f  .N ow  Y o rk  
C o u n ty  o f  N o w  Y o rk

B o  fo re  me. a  N o ta r y  p u b lic  in  a m i fo r  
the  S ta te  and C o u n ty  a fo re s a id , iK»r- 
s o n n lly  ap p e a re d  K e ba  A u b re y , w ho. 
h a v in g  boon d u ly  » w o rn  acco rd  in k  to 
la w . doo-soa and  says  th a t  he in the 
B u s iness  M a n a g e r o f  T U B  M IL I T A N T  
a n d  th a t  the  fo llo w in g  is . to  th e  best 
o f  h is  know to dep  an d  l>olief, a tru e  s ta te ­
m e n t o f  the  o w n e rs h ip , -m anagem ent, (and  
i f  a  d a i ly  paper, th e  c ir c u la t io n ) ,  e tc ., 
o f  it he n fo rew a id  p u b lic a tio n  fo r  th e  da te  
sh o w n  in  th e  above  ^caption , re q u ire d  by 
th e  A c t  o f  A u g u s t 24. 1911*. as am ended 
by  th o  A c t o f  M a rc h  3. 1933, em bodied 
in  se c tio n  537. P o s ta l ]>aws a n d  Reieula- 
-tlonB. p r in te d  on  th o  reve rse  o f  th is  
fo rm , to  w i t :

1. T h a t  th e  nam es a n d  add ress  o f  l l ie  
p u b lis h e r,  e d ito r, m a n a g ln i;  e d ito r ,  and  
business m a n a g e rs  a re :

P u b lis h e r  M i l i t a n t  P u b lis h in g  A ss o c ia ­
t io n . 110 U n iv e rs ity  P lace. N o w  Y o rk . 
E d ito r  F a r r e l l  D obbs, 210 U n iv e rs ity  
P lace. N e w  Y o rk . M a n a g in g  E d ito r ,  None. 
Business- M a n a g e r. K e b a  A u b re y .

2. T h a t  th e  o w n e r is :  ( I f  ow ned  b y  a 
c o rp o ra t io n . I ts  na m e  and  a dd ress  m u s t 
be s ta te d  an d  a lso  im m e d ia te ly  th e re ­
u n d e r th e  nam es a jid  add resses o f  s to c k ­
h o ld e rs  o w n in g  o r  h o ld in g  one pe rce n t 
o r  jn o re  o f  to ta l  a m o u n t o f  s to ck . I f  n o t 
wned by  a c o rp o ra t io n , th e  nam es  a n d  
add resses o f  th e  in d iv id u a l o w n e rs  m u s t 
be g iven . I f  ow ned  b y  a  f i r m ,  co m p a n y  
o r  o th e r  u n in c o rp o ra te d  conce rn , its  
nam e an d  add ress , as w e ll as those o f  
each in d iv id u a l m em b er, m u s t be g ive n .)

M i l i t a n t  P u b lis h in g  A s s o c ia tio n . 110 
U n iv e r s ity  P lace . N e w  Y o rk .  F a r r e l l  
Dobbs. 110 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, N ew  Y o rk . 
R e ba  A u b re y . 110 U n iv e rs ity  P lace . N ew  
Y o rk .

3 . T h a t  the  k n o w n  b o n dho ld e rs , m o r t ­
gagees. a n d  o th e r  s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs  o w n ­
in g  o r  ho ld ing: 1 p e rce n t o r  m ore  o f 
to ta l a m o u n t o f  bonds, m o rtg a g e s , o r  
o th e r  s e c u r it ie s  a r e :  ( I f  th e re  a re  none, 
so s ta te ) .  N O N E

4. T h a t  th e  tw o  p a ra g ra p h s  n e x t 
-above, g iv in g  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  ow ners, 
s to ckh o ld e rs  and  s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs . I f  
any . c o n ta in  n o t o n ly  th e  l is t  o f  s to c k ­
h o ld e rs  an d  s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs  as th e y  ftp - 
pe a r up o n  th e  boo ks o f  the  com pany, b u t  
a lso . In  cases w h e re  th e  s to c k h o ld e r  o r  
s e c u r ity  h o ld e r a p p e a rs  upo n  th e  books 
o f  th e  co m p a n y  as  tru s te e  o r  in  a n y  
o th e r  f id u c ia r y  re la t io n ,  th e  nam e  o f  
th e  pe rso n  o r  c o rp o ra t io n  fo r  w h om  such 
t ru s te e  is  a c t in g , is  g iv e n : a ls o  th a t  the  
s a id  tw o  p a ra g ra p h s  c o n ta in  s ta te m e n ts  
e m b ra c in g  a f f id a v i t ’s f u l l  know led ge  and  
b e lie f  as to  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  and  con­
d it io n s  u n d e r w h ic h  s to c k h o ld e rs  and 
s e c u r ity  h o ld e rs  w h o  do n o t a p p e a r upon 
th e  books o f  th e  c o m p a n y  as  tru s te e s , 
h o ld  s to c k  a n d  s e c u r it ie s  in  a c a p a c ity  
o th e r  th a n  th a t  o f  a  bona  f id e  o w n e r: 
and  th is  a f f ia n t  h a s  no  reason to  be lieve  
th a t  a n y  o th e r  pe rson , a sso c ia tio n , o r  
c o rp o ra t io n  has  a n y  in te re s t d ire c t  o r  
in d ire c t  In  th e  sa id  s to ck , bonds, o r  o i l ie r  
s e c u r it ie s  th a n  as  so s ta te d  b y  h im .

R E B A  A U B R E Y , bus iness  -m anager
S w o rn  to  and  subscrib ed  b e fo re  m e  th is  

1st D a y  o f  O ctobe r. 1044.
(S ig ned ) C A R N IG  A J A M IA N  

(M y  C om m Jsison e x p ire s  M a rc h  30, 1010).

of appeals to free  t he 18 sent to 
the W hite  House by over 300 la ­
bor and progressive organ izations. 
Roosevelt has contem ptuously 
brushed aside these demands o f 
over 3,000,000 organized w orkers ; 
he did not even accord them  con­
sideration.

R O O S E V E LT ’S RO LE

Roosevelt who now ava ils  h im ­
se lf o f “ the P resident’s ru le ”  in 
the face o f na tion-w ide pro test 
aga inst his fram e-up, was not 
bothered by any such se lf-im pos­
ed ru les three years ago when, 
upon the sing le  telegraphed re ­
quest o f A F L  Team sters Czar 
Danie l J. Tobin, he im m ed ia te ly  
ins tructed  the D epartm ent o f 
Justice to in it ia te  the M inneapolis 
Labor Case prosecutions. The 
N. Y. T im es, June 14, 1941, quot­
ed Stephen E a rly , Roosevelt’s sec­
re ta ry , as con firm ing  the fac t 
th a t tho prosecutions were in i­
tia ted  and carried  ou t upon d irec t 
orders fro m  Roosevelt.

W hen a sing le  one o f his own 
corrup t labo r lieutenants supplied 
him  w ith  the occasion, Roosevelt 
acted w ith  ru th less dispatch. But 
when some 3,000,000 trade un ion­
is ts  and defenders o f c iv il lib e r­
ties demand th a t he re c t ify  a 
patent fram e-up  and assault on 
labo r’s r ig h ts , Roosevelt and his 
agents cyn ica lly  and ca lcu la ting ly  
connive to brush aside th e ir  ap­
peals.

In app ly ing  fo r  pardon, the 18 
im prisoned T ro tsky is ts  d ire c tly  
challenged the v a lid ity  o f the 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t, dec la ring  th a t 
they have been il le g a lly  deprived 
o f th e ir  dem ocratic and cons titu ­
tio n a l r ig h ts  o f free  speech and 
free  press. The S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t 
o f 1940 was the f irs t  fede ra l law  
since the notorious A lien  and Se­
d itio n  Acts o f 1798, to  make mere 
expression o f opin ion a “ fe lo n y ." 
Roosevelt signed th is  A c t against 
the vehement pro test o f the en­
t ire  labo r movement.

Ig n o rin g  com plete ly th is  basis 
o f the appeal, the U.S. Pardon 
A tto rn e y  gives such f lim s y  rea­
sons fo r  re fu s in g  to  recommend 
a pardon th a t i t  requires no la w ­
ye r to  see th rough  them . A lthough  
able to get a conviction on one 
charge, Roosevelt’s prosecutors 
fa iled  in  th e ir  a tte m p t to  e x to rt 
from  a m iddle-class ju ry  in  a w a r­
tim e  atm osphere, a convic tion on 
a more serious count, which 
provided prison sentences up to 16 
years. Now his agent, Lyons, o f­
fers as a fa n ta s tic  excuse fo r  re ­
fus in g  to  recommend pardon o f 
these u n ju s tly  convicted labor 
prisoners the fa c t o f a “ le n ie n t”  
sentence. “ I t  does no t appear,”  
he asserts sm ugly, “ th a t tho sen­
tences imposed are u n d u l y  
severe.”

S E V E R E  P U N IS H M E N T

A ltho ug h  the in jus tice  o f a 
fram e-up conviction is no t meas­
ured sole ly by the leng th  o f the 
sentence imposed, th is  cyn ica l 
lega l f lu n k e y  has the  g a ll to 
argue th a t when 17 men and one 
woman, who have devoted th e ir  
lives to  the cause o f labor, are un­
ju s tly  th row n  in to  p rison  confine­
m ent fo r  sentences o f fro m  a 
year to  16 m onths, deprived o f a ll 
freedom , separated fro m  th e ir  
fam ilies  and loved ones, —  th a t 
th is  is no t “ undu ly severe" upon 
them and th e ir  dependents and 
does not “ w a rra n t”  Roosevelt’s a t­
ten tion.

A t  the same tim e, the 18 p r i­
soners themselves, as w e ll as the 
m illions  who have come to  th e ir 
defense, rea lize th a t fa r  m ore is 
involved in  th is  case than the v ic ­
tim iz a tio n  o f these 18 w o rk ing  
class leaders, crue l and un just as 
tha t is. The convic tion in  its e lf, 
so long as i t  is pe rm itted  to  stand, 
establishes a precedent under the 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t which may be 
used aga inst a ll m ilita n t labor.

A s f u r t h e r  “ ju s tific a tio n ,”  
Lyons cla im s th a t the prisoners 
“ do no t appear to have availed 
themselves o f the  r ig h t  to  ap p ly ”  
fo r  paroles. In  dem anding an un­
cond itiona l pardon, the 18 demon­
stra ted th a t, regardless o f per­
sonal s u ffe r in g  and sacrifice, they 
were determ ined, as they have 
been from  the ve ry  f irs t, to  de­
fend the fundam enta l p rinc ip les 
involved in th is  ease. They u tilized  
th is  la s t ava ilab le  lega l means 
to compel Roosevelt to  face 
square ly the question o f de­
p riva tio n  o f th e ir  c iv il r ig h ts , 
which the Supreme C ourt evaded, 
a n d 'to  pro test aga inst the ap p li­
cation o f the S m ith  A c t in  th e ir  
case. They thereby subordinated 
th e ir  personal w e lfa re  to  the 
s tru g g le  in defense o f the r ig h ts  
o f the working-class.

A tte m p tin g  to  answer questions 
o f legal precedent raised by the 
A m erican C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion, 
Lyons reveals the c a p ita lis t class 
content and na tu re  o f the fram e- 
up. He cla im s th a t “ we are un­
able to  agree th a t the H a rtze l

Call Protest Meeting
The C iv il R igh ts  Defense 

Com m ittee in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
is sponsoring a mass m eeting  
to pro test the  denia l o f a p res i­
den tia l pardon to  the  18 M in ­
neapolis Labor Case prisoners 
convicted under the  a n ti- la b o r 
S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t. The m eeting  
w i l l  be held F rid a y , O ct. 27. 
8:15 P. M., a t the M anha ttan  
Center, 34th S tree t between 
8th and 9th Avenues.

Am ong p rom inen t labo r and 
lib e ra l spokesmen who w i l l  ad­
dress the mass m eeting w il l  
be Thomas DeLorenzo, P res i­
dent o f B rew ste r A eronau tica l 
Local 365, C IO  U n ited  A u to ­
m obile W orkers  U n io n ; Roger 
B a ldw in , D irec to r o f the A m e r­
ican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion  and 
H e n ry  F ru ch te r, N a tio n a l E du­
cationa l D ire c to r, CIO  U n ited  
R e ta il, W holesale and D e pa rt­
ment S tore Em ployes.

case o r any o ther o f the  cited 
decisions o f the Supreme C ourt 
contro ls  the s itua tion  here pres­
ented...”

A f te r  the U. S. Supreme C ourt 
had three tim es refused even to  
consider the case o f the 18, i t  d id  
not hesitate lo  reverse the con­
v ic tion  o f H a rtze l and B aum gart­
ner, avowed H itle r ite s  and a n ti- 
Semites charged w ith  d issem in­
a tin g  Nazi propaganda, on the 
grounds tha t th e ir  con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts  o f free speech had been 
vio lated. Thus, w h ile  Roosevelt’s 
Supreme Court -sets free  fascists, 
T ro ts k y is t w o rk ing  class leaders, 
the most uncom prom ising a n ti­
fascist figh ters , are kept behind 
prison bars and are denied even 
a hearing on th e ir  appeals by the 
cap ita lis t co-conspirators w h o  
pose as “ defenders o f democracy”  
and "fr ie n d s  o f labor.”

M O R E  P R E TE X TS
As a s t i l l  fu r th e r  p re te x t fo r  

the a d m in is tra tio n ’s pardon deci­
sion, Lyons w rite s  th a t “ the A t ­
to rney General feels... he could 
not p ro pe rly  present th is  case to  
the President w ith  a recommend­
ation  favo rab le  to  the exercise o f 
clemency.”  Thus, A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l B iddle, the man who opera t­
ed the lega l m ach inery o f the 
M inneapolis labo r fram e-up a t his 
m aster’s orders (and a t th is  same 
m aste r’s orders whitewashes rea l 
c rim ina ls  like  cq rru p t Boss Hague 
and suspends the prosecution o f 
c r im in a l m onopolies) continues to 
g ive the necessary “ le g a l"  cover 
fo r  th is  conspiracy aga inst the 
r ig h ts  o f the  A m erican  people 
and tho labo r movement.

A l l  these legal subterfuges and 
technica l p re texts  are intended to  
conceal the rea l purposes and 
character o f the prosecution. F rom  
the ve ry  beginn ing, th is  prosecu­
t io n  was consciously designed as 
p a rt o f the prepara tions o f the 
a d m in is tra tion  and W a ll S tree t 
fo r  p lun g in g  the na tion in to  the 
im p e ria lis t w a r. Roosevelt aimed 
to behead the m ost m il ita n t and 
conscious vanguard o f the labor 
movem ent and to  gag the T ro t­
s k y is t voice o f revo lu tiona ry  so­
c ia lism , which has spoken ou t 
m ost consis ten tly  and irre conc il­
ab ly aga inst W a ll S tree t’s w ar.

In  s tr ik in g  its  fram e-up  b low  
a t the T ro ts k y is ts  and the lead­
ersh ip o f the progressive team ­
sters movement in the N orth -w est, 
the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n , as 
the agent o f B ig  Business, 
sought to  in tim id a te  a ll m il ita n t  
labo r and establish one o f the 
m ain legal devices fo r s ilenc ing  
the w orkers, suppressing the labo r 
movement and shack ling  i t  to  the 
w a r machine.

A ltho ug h  Roosevelt succeeded in  
ra ilro a d in g  the 18 T ro ts k y is ts  to  
prison, he fa ile d  u t te r ly  in  his 
a im  to  crush the T ro ts k y is t move­
m ent. Instead, he evoked the 
g reatest p r o t e s t  movement 
around a labo r case th a t has been 
seen in  the past decade.

F R E E  T H E  18!
This na tion-w ide movem ent to 

fre e  the 18 and repeal the S m ith  
“ Gag”  A c t is an in te g ra l p a r t o f 
la bo r’s present s tru g g le  to  defend 
its  ve ry  existence aga inst the r is ­
ing  assault o f B ig  Business and 
its  governm ent agencies. Roos­
e ve lt’s la te s t action in denying 
even consideration to  la bo r’s de­
mand fo r  p res identia l pardon o f 
the 18 fu r th e r  dem onstrates the 
reactionary , a n ti- la b o r character 
o f h is program .

I t  becomes the du ty  o f organ­
ized labor to m u ltip ly  its  protests 
and in te n s ify  its  cam paign 
against th is  in fam ous fram e-up  
and to  expose its  au thors and 
pe rpe tra to rs . As p a rt o f the de­
fense o f labo r’s fundam enta l 
dem ocratic r ig h ts , the trade 'un­
ions and a ll o ther champions o f 
c iv il libe rtie s  must now redouble 
th e ir  pro test aga inst th is  conspir­
acy o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion  to  prop up the S m ith  “ G ag”  
A c t and demand th a t its  f irs t  18 
labor v ic tim s be set free.
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Below is the fu ll text o j a statement made in  the magistrate s 
court at Kandy, Ceylon on Feb. 8 of this year by Comrades N. 
M . Perera and Philip Gunawardene, leading members of the 
Lanka Sama Samaja (Trotskyist) Party, who were tried and sen­
tenced to prison on charges arising from their escape in 1942 
from a British concentration camp.

I  was arrested on the 8 th  o f June, 1940. 1 
was kep t in  detention t i l l  the 7th o f A p r i l,  1942. 
N o specific o r precise charges were ever made 
aga ins t me. I  was n o t tr ie d  before a cou rt o f law . 
M y  colleagues and I  refused to  appear before 
the  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee —  th a t mockery o f 
ju d ic ia l tribuna ls .

W hy were we kept in  detention? I  challenge 
the r ig h t  o f S ir  A ndrew  Caldecott, agent o f the  
B ank o f E ng land and too l o f the ca p ita lis t class 
o f B r ita in , to  issue a w a rran t fo r  m y a rres t and 
detention. W hat r ig h t  has the ru lin g  class o f 
B r ita in  to  ru le  over th is  is land except superior 
force? B r ita in  has as much r ig h t to  ru le  over the 
people as the Nazis to  ru le  over the people o f 
Denm ark and N orw ay, o r the Japanese im p e ria l­
is ts  to ru le  over Form osa and Java. NO MORE. 
The B r it is h  ru lin g  class came to  th is  is land as 
p ira tes and have remained here as p lunderers. The 
B r it is h  E m pire  was b u ilt  up by p e rju ry  by day 
and fo rg e ry  by n igh t.

E ve r since m y re tu rn  to th is  is land in 1932, 
m y colleagues worked w ith  ceaseless endeavor to 
dissem inate the idea o f sc ientific  socialism  among 
the p e tty  bourgeois in te llig e n ts ia  and the ad­
vanced sections o f the  w o rk in g  class. The spon­
taneous labo r movement w  h i c h displayed 
trem endous v ig o r and m ilita n c y  in  the tw enties 
had spent its  force in  the s tagnan t w a te rs o f 
trade  un ion po litics  by the ea rly  th ir t ie s . A f te r  
th ree  years o f w o rk  in  the p ropagation  o f 
M arx ism , we had developed a su ffic ie n tly  la rge  
nucleus, imbued w ith  the  ideas o f sc ientific  socia l­
ism , th a t we were in  a position to launch the 
Lanka Sama Samaj P a rty , in  December 1935. The 
h is to ry  o f the p a r ty  is known to  the  people o f 
th is  country . Suffice i t  to  say th a t i t  p u t its e lf  
a t  the fo re fro n t o f every s trugg le  aga inst im ­
pe ria lism  and the c a p ita lis t class in th is  country 
ever since the p a r ty  was founded.

The leadership o f the LSSP fro m  its  very  in ­
ception refused to  come under the leadership o f 
the S ta lin is t Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l and 
rem ained ever lo ya l to  the p rinc ip les  Len in  and 
T ro ts k y  stood fo r  in  th e ir  day. In  M arch 1940 
the  p a rty , under the  in fluence o f the  teachings 
o f T ro tsky , expelled the S ta lin is ts  who were t r y ­
in g  to  sm uggle in to  the p a r ty  S ta lin is t con­
traband. In  1942 the LSSP became a section of 
the  F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l, founded by T ro ts k y  and 
the  comrades o f the In te rn a tio n a l L e f t  Opposi­
tion .

W hen the Second Im p e ria lis t W orld  W ar broke 
ou t in  September, 1939, the  p a r ty  characterized 
the  w a r as an im p e ria lis t w a r and took a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  de fea tis t line . M y  colleagues and I  con­
tinued  to in te n s ify  the  class s trugg le  and the figh t 
aga inst B r it is h  im peria lism . W a r is the con­
tin u a tio n  of. po litics  by o the r means, i.e. by more 
fo rc ib le  means. The character o f the w a r is 
determ ined by the class th a t conducts the w ar. 
The w a r was and rem ains an im p e ria lis t w a r fo r  
m arke ts, fo r  sources o f ra w  m ateria ls , fo r  
colonies. The “ dem ocra tic”  powers and the A x is  
powers are f ig h tin g  to determ ine w h ich  group 
sha ll dom inate the w o rld . Dem ocracy and Fascism 
are b u t tw o  sides o f the same coin. O ver-ripe  and 
decadent cap ita lism  develops in to  Fascism  when 
the w o rk in g  class fa ils  to  ove rth row  cap ita lism

Famine In  India

and set up its  own fo rm  o f governm ent— the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t.

The P a rty  refused to  change its  cha racte riza ­
tion  o f the w ar on the en try  o f the Soviet Union 
in to  the war. I t  was qu ick  however, in defin ing 
the war. as an im p e ria lis t w a r on the p a rt o f 
every coun try  involved in  i t  except the Soviet 
Union and China. The Soviet Union is a w orkers ’ 
state, though deform ed. Thus the Soviet Union 
is f ig h tin g  a progressive w ar in defense o f the 
gains o f the October R evolution. The P a rty  sup­
ports  the Soviet U n ion in  th is  w ar and is do ing 
eve ry th in g  in  its  power to  enable the w ork ing  
class to render every independent assistance to 
the Soviet U n ion in  th is  w a r. I t  stands fo r  m il i­
ta ry  v ic to ry  against the coun te r-revo lu tionary  
forces o f H it le r ’s Europe.

We support the w ar o f the Chinese workers 
and peasants fo r  na tiona l libe ra tion  fro m  the 
yoke o f Japanese Im peria lism . B ut the p a rty  
works fo r  the defeat o f B r it is h  im peria lism  in 
th is  w ar by the forces o f the colon ia l masses and 
the w o rk ing  class o f B rita in .

The w a r has set in m otion social and p o litica l 
forces th a t the ru l in g  classes o f the w a rr in g  
im p e ria lis t powers never bargained fo r. Fascism 
is a lready to tte r in g  in  Europe thanks to the 
ham m er blows o f the Red A rm y . B ut Fascism is 
ta k in g  shape in  G reat B r ita in  and Am erica.

The fa te  o f the E m pire  o f the M ikado is sealed. 
The paper houses o f the M ikado w i l l  go up in j 
flam es. But the w o rk in g  class in  Japan is lik e ly  | 
to se ttle  accounts w ith  the land lords and the I 
cap ita lis ts  o f the R is ing  Sun —  not the armed 
forces o f Am erica  and the B r it is h  E m pire. Be­
fo re  th is  war is over c iv il w a r w i l l  spread over 
Europe and A sia . The Soviet U n ion w il l  p lay  a 
dom inant p a rt in  the shaping o f the w orld  in the 
com ing years.

Revolutions are on the order o f the day. There 
is no room to  believe th a t the European w o rk in g  
class has no t benefited fro m  its  experiences since 
the  October R evolution in  1917. In  the wake o f 
the fa l l  o f Fascism w o rk in g  class revo lu tions w ill 
break ou t in Europe. The fa l l  o f Japanese im ­
pe ria lism  w il l  g ive rise  to colonial revo lu tion . 
Len in  characterized th is  epoch as the epoch of 
wars and revo lu tions.

1 escaped fro m  prison in A p r i l,  1942, fo r  the 
purpose o f he lp ing the t in y  group o f F ou rth  
In te rna tiona lis ts ' in  Ind ia  to  bu ild  a p a rty  o f the 
w o rk in g  class th a t can take advantage o f the 
crises in  Ind ian  society th a t are b reak ing  ou t in  
rap id  succession. M y  colleagues and I  tim ed our 
escape to  be in  In d ia  a t one o f the  m ost im ­
p o rta n t crises in  her h is to ry . W e are g lad th a t 
we were able to  p lay  an in fin ite s im a lly  sm all 
p a rt, no doubt, in  the movement th a t took place 
in Ind ia  fro m  A ugust, 1942.

We were arrested on the 15th o f Ju ly , 1943. 
A f te r  spending five long m onths in  the ja ils  of 
B r it is h  Im pe ria lism  in  Ind ia , we are back in  the 
dungeons o f B r it is h  Im peria lism  in  Ceylon. T im e 
is w ith  us. IM P E R IA L IS M  IS DO O M ED, T H E  
F U T U R E  IS  W IT H  T H E  W O R K IN G  CLASS. 
The w o rk ing  class o f Ceylon under the leadership 
o f the Sama Sam aja P a rty  w i l l  p lay  its  p a rt in  
the com ing years.

The Problem Of Employment 
And The Election Campaign

By B. Bell
The campaign speeches of Roosevelt and Dewey have simply 

served to confirm the fact that on all important issues the 
Democratic and Republican candidates stand united on the 
program of Big Business. Their essential agreement is clearly 
disclosed in the positions put forward by both presidential 
candidates on the problem of'®'- ~ 
employment, . despite t h e i r  
mutual accusations against each 
other.

Remembering the economic 
c ris is  w h ich ravaged the country 
a fte r 1929, the workers are ex­
trem ely concerned about th e ir  fu ­
ture economic security . IIow  have 
Roosevelt and Dewey attem pted 
to a llay  th e ir  ju s tified  fears of 
large-scale unem ploym ent in the

Open Shop Drive Is 
Pushed In Attempt 
To Destroy Unions

(Continued fro m  page 1)

A common street scene in India during the still existing famine. Endless rows of gaunt wo­
men and children line the curb, waiting for the scant morsels of food doled out from a pail. 
Even this inadequate and unsanitary “relief” was denied to the vast majority of India’s millions 
in the provinces; conservative estimates place the death toll at more than a million.

Bolshevik-Leninists In 
India Fight Imperialism

An Indian mother sits by the road, begging for food, while her starving baby wails in agony.

(Continued fro m  page 1)

is t program  o f the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l. Several o f its  lead ing 
artic les  on th is  s itua tion  in  Ind ia  
w i l l  be published in  the October 
issue o f “ F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.”

The Ind ian  T ro ts k y is t move­
m ent had its  o r ig in  in  the  B r it is h  
island colony o f Ceylon, a t the 
southern t ip  o f Tndia, in  the year 
1935, when the Lanka Sama 
Samaja P a rty  (Ceylon Socia list 
P a rty )  was form ed. The new 
p a rty , basing its e lf  on the 
T ro ts k y is t p rogram , made rap id  
headway among the s ix  m illio n  
Ceylpnese slaves o f B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism . I t  took p a r t in  the 
s trugg le  o f ra ilw a y  w orkers, 
p lan ta tion  laborers and peasants. 
I ts  re v o lu tio n a ry  lite ra tu re  ap­
peared in  Sinhalese (the  na tive  
language), in  T am il (the  language 
o f Ind ian  w orkers im ported in to  
the colony) and in  E ng lish .

R apid ly  the masses came to 
recognize the L a n k a  Sama 
Sam aja as th e ir  true  spokesman, 
the on ly  rea l f ig h te r fo r  th e ir  
in terests. In  1938, they expressed 
th e ir confidence in  the T ro tsky is t 
p a rty  and its  program  by elect­
ing  N . M. Perera and P h ilip  
Gunawardene to the Ceylon State 
Council. These are the tw o  T ro t ­
sky is t leaders who now, fo r  the 
second tim e, have fa lle n  in to  the 
clutches o f the im p e ria lis t over- 
lords.

The B r it is h  p lan ta tion  owners 
and th e ir  governm ent were g re a t­
ly  a larm ed by the g ro w th  o f 
T ro ts k y is t in fluence among the 
w orkers and peasants o f Ceylon, 
bu t they hesitated to suppress 
the movement precisely because 
o f the enthusiastic  support i t  
received fro m  the masses and fo r  
fea r o f p rovok ing  an upheaval.

W it^i the outbreak o f the w a r 
in Europe, however, and the 
resurgence o f the na tiona l libe ra ­
tion  movem ent in Ind ia  (w h ich  
they knew would sweep in to  
C eylon), they could hesita te  no 
longer. In  September, 1939 they 
arrested Perera and Gunawardene 
in v io la tion  o f th e ir  pa rlia m en ta ry  
im m u n ity  and seized o ther mem­
bers o f the Lanka  Sama Samaja, 
herd ing them  in to  a concentration 
camp w ith o u t t r ia l  o r hearing  of 
any k ind . They confiscated the 
p a r ty ’s p r in t in g  p lants. Accom­
pany ing  the o ffic ia l repression, 
there commenced a cam paign o f 
“ u n o ffic ia l”  te rro r ism  aga inst the 
rank-and-file  o f the p a r ty  and 
local p a r ty  leaders by the p lan ta ­
tion  owners.

M ore than tw o years la te r, on 
M arch 13, 1942, having long since 
d riven  the p a rty  in to  the under­
ground, the B r it is h  governor o f 
Ceylon, S ir  A ndrew  Caldecott, o f­
fic ia lly  proclaim ed the ou tlaw ry  
o f the T ro ts k y is t movement. I t  
was no accident th a t th is  crow n­
in g  act o f repression occurred a t 
the tim e  o f the fresh  and m ig h ty  
upsurge o f the s trugg le  o f the 
g re a t masses o f Ind ia  fo r  freedom 
from  B r it is h  ru le.

Insp ired  by th is  grandiose 
s trugg le  and re a liz in g  the  u rgen t 
need to  establish a T ro ts k y is t 
p a rty  on the m ain land o f Ind ia , 
Perera, Gunawardene and th e ir  
comrades resolved to  escape fro m  
the concentra tion camp and 
proceed to  In d ia  to  help in  th is  
w ork.

A s Perera said in  his s ta tem ent 
to the cou rt in  K andy la s t 
F eb ru a ry : “ M y colleagues and I 
tim ed our escape to  be in  Ind ia  a t 
one o f the m ost im p o rta n t crises 
in  her h is to ry .”

W h ile  in the Ceylon camp, they 
succeeded in conve rting  th e ir  
ja ile r  to  the T ro ts k y is t program . 
He assisted them  in  th e ir  escape. 
Toge ther they made th e ir  way to 
Ind ia . In  th a t vast s ink  o f 
colon ia l despotism they found the 
nucleus o f a T ro ts k y is t move­
ment, born on the r is in g  wave o f 
the s tru g g le  o f the Ind ian  masses. 
T h ro w in g  themselves in to  the 
w o rk  o f w e ld ing together a firm  
T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion , they as­
sisted vas tly  in  th is  labor.

The B o lshev ik -Len in is t P a rty  
o f Ind ia , based on the tested 
p rogram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l, was founded. I t  combined 
w ith  a T ro ts k y is t group in  Burm a 
and w ith  the  Lanka  Sama Sam aja 
in Ceylon, to  fo rm  the Federation 
o f B o lshev ik -Len in is t P arties  o f 
Burm a, Ceylon and Ind ia .

The o r ig in a l nucleus o f the 
B o lshev ik -Len in is t P a rty  o f Ind ia  
consisted o f seasoned revo lu ­
tio n a ry  figh te rs  who came over 
to T ro tsky ism  fro m  the treacher­
ous S ta lin is t p a r ty  and the 
m idd le -o f-the-road C o n g r e s s  
S oc ia lis t P a rty . The a c t iv ity  and 
g ro w th  o f the new p a rty , eviden­
ced in  its  diverse and energetic 
a c tiv ity  and, especially, its  ex­
ce llen t press, te s t ify  to  the p o li­
tica l m a tu r ity  o f the Ind ian  T ro t ­
s ky is t movement.

Comrades Perera and Guna­
wardene continued th e ir  w o rk  in 
Ind ia  as underground re vo lu tion ­
ists w h ile  the B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ists, having placed a huge price 
on th e ir  heads, scoured the coun­
t r y  in e ffo r ts  to  capture them.

F in a lly , on J u ly  15, 1943, to ­
gether w ith  a th ird  comrade 
named Kusum a, they were a rre s t­
ed in Bombay in a series o f police 
ra ids. Tw o o ther Ceylon com­
rades, R. S. V. Senanayake and 
L. Cooray, were arrested in police 
ra id s  in  M adras. A f te r  spending 
five m onths in  the  prisons o f 
Ind ia , the Ceylon comrades were 
transported  back to  Ceylon fo r  
tr ia l.

The ra ids and a rrests  were no.t 
the resu lt o f  any lack o f caution 
by the Ind ian  comrades. They 
were betrayed by the S ta lin is ts  
who directed the police to  th e ir  
homes and h id in g  places. A  paid 
S ta lin is t fu n c tio n a ry  named K u l- 
k a rn i had worm ed h im se lf in to  
the p a rty  in Bombay by s im u la t­
in g  devotion to the cause o f T ro t­
sky ism  and the Ind ian  Revolu­
tion . By his subsequent conduct 
he aroused suspicion, bu t before 
the a la rm  could be ra ised he had 
a lready executed his perfid ious 
assignm ent and the ra ids took 
place.

The “ Perm anent R evo lu tion”  in 
its  Jan.-M arch, 1944 issue states: 
“ We are now in a position, on the 
basis o f police in te rrog a tion s  o f 
the arrested comrades and the ac­
t iv it ie s  o f the S ta lin is t h ire lin g  
K u lk a rn i, to sta te  th a t the 
Bombay police acted on in fo rm a ­
tio n  supplied them  by the C P I 
(C om m unist P a rty  o f Ind ia .” ) 
Com m enting on th is  b l a c k  
treachery, the. paper w rite s :

“ The ‘C om m unists’ have crow n­
ed th e ir  popu lar fro n t,p o lic y  in  a 
f it t in g  m anner by a lly in g  them ­
selves w ith  the Raj police. In  do­
in g  so they are on ly  liv in g  up to 
the no to rie ty  o f th e ir  confreres 
abroad. U nder the benign w ing 
o f the im p e ria lis t governm ent, 
the Ind ian  S ta lin is ts  sha ll con­
tinue  th e ir  ne farious wort«, but 
the revo lu tion , in its  tu rn , w i l l  
e x trac t its  price o f blood fo r  these 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  acts.”

W h ile  the T ro tsky is ts  are m er­
c iless ly  persecuted by the B r it is h  
Raj, the  S ta lin is t p a r ty  has been 
legalized and is allowed to  w o rk  
in  the open, because i t  has be-

pa irm en t or abridgem ent of said 
r ig h t  because lie does o r does not 
belong to o r pay money to a labor 
organ ization.”  Compare (lie  la n ­
guage of “ P roposition 12”  w ith  
th a t of the head of U. S. Steel 
and i t  becomes apparent th a t the 
open-shop d rive  orig inates in  the 
upper circ les of the W all Street 
fra te rn ity  who have strengthened 
th e ir  s trang le hold on the econ­
omic li fe  of the coun try  d u rin g  
(lie war.

M ore recently, a spokesman fo r 
the Jones and La ug h lin  Steel 
Company demanded th a t the 
W L B  revoke the “ maintenance- 
of-m em bersh ip”  p rov is ion  con­
tained in  the con tract w ith  the 
U n ited  Steel W orkers U n ion . The 
same demand had prev iously  been 
raised by How ard W . S m ith , co­
au thor o f the vic ious S m ith- 
C'onnally a n ti-s tr ik e  b ill,  who 
called upon Congress to deprive 
the W LB  o f the r ig h t to im ­
pose m aintenance-of-m em bership 
clauses in  union agreements. 
The so-called m aintenance-of- 
m em bership clause was granted 
o r ig in a lly  in  exchange fo r  labo r’s 
surrender o f the r ig h t  to  s trike . 
Now tha t the unions have ’ been 
deprived o f th e ir  most e ffec tive  
weapon o f defense against the 
em ployers, the agents o f B ig  
Business have launched a w ide­
spread cam paign to  e lim ina te  the 
union shop.

In  his speech to the Am erican 
Management Association, Leiser- 
son, warned the corpora tion  ex­
ecutives of the danger th a t th e ir  
d rive  to smash the un ion shop 
would force the unions in to  “ the 
p o lit ic a l arena.”  The w a rn in g  
of th is  “ danger”  confirm s our 
contention th a t the p o lit ic a l mon­
opoly o f W a ll s tre e t, exercised 
through th e ir  con tro l over both 
the Republican and Dem ocratic 
parties, fac ilita te s  the union- 
smashing campaign of B ig  Busi­
ness. The lesson to be drawn 
from  these events is th a t the 
preservation of the unions de­
mands th a t they regain th e ir  in ­
dependence o f action on th e  eco­
nom ic fie ld by  resc ind ing the  no­
s tr ik e  pledge. T h a t th e y  proceed 
to establish th e ir  independence on 
tile  p o lit ic a l fie ld by breaking de­
c is ive ly  w ith  the candidates and 
parties o f the cap ita lis t class and 
launch ing th e ir  own independent 
labor pa rty  based on the trade 
unions.

come an agency fo r  keeping the 
Ind ian  masses in serv itude to the 
B r it is h  colon ia l despots.

In  the com ing period, the 
masses o f Ind ia  w i l l  r a l ly  in  ever 
g re a te r numbers to  the clean 
re vo lu tio n a ry  banner o f T ro ts k y ­
ism. They w ill tu rn  th e ir  backs 
on the deceivers in G andhi’s Con­
gress P a rty , the fa in th e a rts  in  
the Congress S oc ia lis t P a rty , and 
the S ta lin is t be trayers. The B o l­
shev ik -Len in is t P a rty  o f Ind ia  
w ill g row  in to  a m ig h ty  p a rty  o f 
the Ind ian  masses and w i l l  lead 
them  to v ic to ry  in th e ir  s trugg le  
fo r  libe ra tion .
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period ahead and to meet th e ir  
demands fo r  jobs? Both candi­
dates have labored m ig h t ily  to 
s h ift Hie respons ib ility  fo r  the 
economic cris is  onto the opposing 
party. Dewey points out th a t by 
1940, a fte r Hie Roosevelt adm in ­
is tra tio n  had been in  office fo r  7 
years, there were s t i l l  10,000,000 
unemployed. “ Under the New 
Deal,”  says Dewey, "w e had to 
have a w ar to get jobs.”  A ll of 
which is tn ie , very true .

The “ New Deal”  was based on 
the planned sabotage o f produc­
tion  in which cotton, corn, liv e ­
stock, etc., were “ plowed under”  
w h ile  one-th ird  o f the na tion  was 
“ i l l  - fed, i l l  - clothed, and i l l -  
housed.”  The func tion  o f the so- 
called New Deal was to  create ah 
economy o f a rt if ic ia l sca rc ity  in  
order to preserve the “ p riva te  
en te rp rise ”  s y s t e m .  Dewey’s 
c r it ic is m  o f the “ New Deal”  is  
laughed o f f  by Roosevelt, who 
po in ts to the fa c t th a t i t  was the  
Republican p a rty  tha t was in  
office fro m  1929 to  1933 d u rin g  
the peak o f the cris is . The method 
employed by H e rbe rt Hoover to  
solve the c ris is  by p rayers and 
incan ta tions— “ p ro spe rity  is ju s t 
around the corner” — was com­
parable to  tha t o f a m edicine­
man fra n t ic a lly  beating  a to m ­
tom to  w ard  o f f  an im pending 
catastrophe. In  th e ir  c r it ic is m  o f 
each o th e r’s methods both candi­
dates say th ings  which are essen­
t ia l ly  true.

W A L L  S T R E E T ’S P L A N
A f te r  acknow ledging the  t ru th  

of the accusations levelled against 
both c a p ita lis t pa rties , the ques- 
t ion  s t i l l  rem a ins: W h a t so lu tion  
do Roosevelt and Dewey o f fe r  to  
th is  pressing prob lem  o f  econo­
m ic secu rity?  A l l  th a t  is  neces­
sary. says Dewey, is to g ive 
Am erican business and Am erican 
in d u s try  “ the green lig h t  fo r 
peacetime p roduction ," and “ then 
we sha ll see peacetime m iracles.”  
L i k e  h is colleague Hoover, 
Dewey s t i l l  believes in  “ m irac les.”  
The Republican a d m in is tra tio n  
gave B ig  Business the  “ green 
l ig h t”  from  1920 to 1933 and the 
on ly  “ m irac le ”  i t  produced was 
the m ost ca tastroph ic c ris is  in  h is ­
to ry . Dewey now proposes to 
repeat the  experim ent on a g rand  
scale.

But has Roosevelt any d iffe re n t 
so lu tion? In  dea ling  w ith  th e  
question of “ jobs”  in  his f irs t 
campaign speech Roosevelt said: 
“ We sha ll lease o r dispose of ou r 
Government-owned plants and 
fa c ilit ie s  and our surp lus w a r 
p rope rty  and land on the basis of 
how they can be best operated 
by p riva te  enterprise to g ive jobs 
to the greatest num ber.”  In  ad­
d itio n  to g iv ing  B ig  Business 
“ t ile  green lig h t ,"  Roosevelt s ign­
ed the George B il l to g ive W a ll 
S treet m onopolists tire 100 b illio n  
do lla r in d u s tr ia l em pire b u ilt  up 
d u rin g  the w a r by the govern­
ment ou t of pub lic  funds p rov­
ided by the taxpayers. The p lan­
ned sabotage of p roduction in ­
augurated under the “ New Deal”  
is  to  be repeated on a g ig a n tic  
scale w ith  the p low ing  under of 
p lan ts and productive fa c ilit ie s  
in  order to m a in ta in  m onopoly 
prices and profits. In  its  present 
stage o f decay the “ priva te  enter­
prise”  system of cap ita lis t produc­
tion  can on ly be preserved by 
the a r t if ic ia l creation of an econ­
om y o f scarc ity .

T h is  is the “ so lu tion ”  offered 
by cap ita lism  —  and by both po l­
it ic a l representatives of the capi­
ta lis t class —  the Democrat Roos­
evelt and the Republican Dewey.

A ga inst th is  W all S treet prog­
ram of p riv ilege  and w ealth fo r 
the few a t the expense of insecur­
ity  and w ant fo r  the many, prom ­
oted by Roosevelt and Dewey, 
the workers m ust advance th e ir  
own program . Such a program  
should include the fo llo w in g  
planks fo r fu l l  em ploym ent:

The fu l l  u t iliz a t io n  o f a ll 
productive capacity by operation 
o f the governm ent-owned p lan t 
and equipm ent under the  con tro l 
o f the w orkers as the f irs t  step 
tow ard the exp rop ria tio n  o f a ll 
in d u s try  and its  opera tion under 
w orkers ’ con tro l.

The s lid in g  scale o f wages and 
hours. F o r every increase in  the 
cost o f liv in g  a corresponding in ­
crease in  wages. F o r every rise  in  
the p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labor a lo w er­
ing  o f the hours o f w o rk  w ith  no 
reduction in pay. The escalator 
clause in a ll union contracts. The 
30-hour week at no reduction in  
wages.

T h is  program  can be advanced 
on ly by breaking decis ive ly w ith  
the p o lit ic a l candidates and p a r­
ties supporting  the program  of 
B ig  Business and the organiza­
tio n  o f la b o r’s owp p o lit ic a l p a rty .

Trotskyists In India Turn Accusers At Trial
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What Workers Should Know About Politics 
In  Order To Defend Their Class Interests

(The following article is the first section of a 'new pamphlet(p 
by J. Hansen on the need for a Labor Party which w ill shortly 
be issued by Pioneer Publishers. The M ilitan t plans to publish 
other parts of this timely pamphlet in subsequent issues.)

By Joseph Hansen
N o one can escape ta k in g  p a rt in  po litics .
The w o rke r who re jects po litica l action because “ po litic ian s  

arc  crooks”  is foo lin g  h im se lf. He has no t avoided po litics. He hr.s 
s im p ly  g iven up his r ig h ts  to the enemies o f labor w ith o u t p u ttin g  
up a figh t. A  s ig n ifica n t p o litica l act!

I f  he acted the same way in  a s tr ike , re je c tin g  p icke t du ty , his 
shopmates would condemn h im . E ve ry  m il ita n t  knows th a t anyono 
re fu s in g  p icke t du ty  opens the way fo r  scabs b ro ug h t in  by the  boss.

F ar-s igh ted  m ilita n ts  see tha t the unions today are blocked 
on every side by po litic ians in  the service o f the bosses. They are 
beg inn ing to  understand th a t labor m ust pa rtic ip a te  i l l  po litics  
ac tive ly  and pos itive ly . A  g re a t re v iva l o f in te res t in  p o lit ic a l 
action is sweeping th rough  the trade union movement.

B u t an in te llig e n t guide and a rea lizab le goal are necessary. 
M isd irected a c tiv ity  too can ha rm  labor. In  p o lit ic a l action  as in 
s tr ik e  action i t  is im p o rta n t how we organ ize and w h a t we demand.

The p o litica l enemies o f labo r are hard-boiled ru th less pro fes­
sionals. T h e ir f ir s t  ru le  is deceive la bo r: th e ir  second ru le , no 
holds barred. Unless we understand w h a t po litics  is about, labor 
can be cripp led and even destroyed by the experts in p o lit ic a l 
j iu  jits u .

A n y  in te llig e n t person can m aste r the p rinc ip les  o f po litics  
w ith  a l i t t le  study. The troub le  is m ost people don’t  w a n t to  be 
bothered. E spec ia lly  i f  they don’t  know th a t po litics  can ge t the 
unions out o f the b lind  a lley  where they are sta lled  today.

What Politics Is About
P o litics  is fa r  more than a mere s trugg le  over “ spoils o f j 

o ffice .”  The t ru th  is, th a t bas ica lly  considered, po litics  is the | 
s tru g g le  to con tro l (he destiny o f the nation.

Today i t  is even correct to say th a t i t  is the s trugg le  to con tro l I 
the  destiny o f the w orld .

A  p o litica l p a rty  figh ts fo r  office in order to make the fina l 
decision on such national problems as:

— Shall the unemployed be g iven jobs a t trade  union wages? |
— S hall trade  union a c t iv ity  be pe rm itted?
— Shall troops be used to  break s trikes?
— Shall the rich  be allowed to escape taxa tion?
— Shall a sales ta x  be levied?
— Shall rac ia l and re lig ious  d isc rim in a tio n  be stamped out?
— Shall a federa l an ti-lynch  law  be passed ?
— Shall poor people be prevented fro m  vo tin g  th rough  im ­

position o f po ll taxes?
— Shall a rise  in wages be pe rm itted  under-paid w orkers?
— S hall a ce iling  o f say $25,000 be placed on h igh  incomes?
— Shall the na tio n ’s crops be harvested o r plowed under?
— Shall the coun try  be plunged in to  w a r?
— S hall the arm ed forces be denied the  vote and th e ir  r ig h t  

to  take p a rt in  po litica l ac tiv itie s?
— S hall wages be frozen  and labo r red-taped to  the job ?
— Shall the p ro fits  be taken ou t o f w a r o r pe rm itte d  to 

produce a new crop o f m illio na ires?
— Shall the arm ed forces abroad be used to p u t down s trikes 

and revo lu tions and keep fascists in  office?
Once i t  w ins, the p o lit ic a l p a r ty  has power to enact w ha t laws 

i t  w ants. I t  can enforce o r fa i l  to enforce the laws on the sta tu te  
books. I t  can pack courts w ith  fr ie n d ly  judges.

I f  a g rea t new issue arises, the po litica l p a rty  m ay compel a 
re luc tan t nation to c a rry  out its  w ill.  The present ad m in is tra tion  
d id  not hold a referendum  to  determ ine the wishes o f the people 
before i t  plunged the U n ited  States in to  the Second W orld  W ar. 
Y e t i t  took office on a prom ise to keep out o f the w ar. We are not 
in terested fo r  the moment in the righ tness o r wrongness o f th is  
decision but use it  s im p ly  to illu s tra te  the power a po litica l pa rty  
has once i t  gains office.

The po litica l p a rty  in power governs the fa te  o f the nation. 
T h a t is the b ig  stake in po litics.

To defend and advance common economic in te rests  a group 
organizes its  own po litica l p a rty  to  take up the f ig h t in  the po litica l 
arena. Even before g a in ing  office, the p o lit ic a l p a r ty  tr ie s  to 
advance the economic in te rests  o f its  backers. I t  advocates certa in  
types o f leg is la tion . I t  opposes o ther types. I t  exerts constant 
pressure as an organized p o lit ic a l fo rce . In  o ffice i t  enacts laws 
favo ra b le  to its  sponsors no m a tte r i f  these laws c o n flic t w ith  the 
in te res ts  o f the m a jo r ity  o f the people.

F o r instance, the p o lit ic a l p a rty  o f fa c to ry  owners du ring  
depression safeguards the owners' p ro fits  by p e rm itt in g  them to 
close down facto ries . Ten o r tw e n ty  m illio n  people, th row n  ou t o f 
w o rk , are reduced (o cha rity . Despite th e ir  huge ranks they are 
helpless in the face o f a p o lit ic a lly  organized m in o r ity .

Time To Clean House Strike Report Of 
Philadelphia Jury 
Smears CIO Union

(Continued fro m  page 1)

Ferd inand Lundberg reports  in his book, A m erica ’s 60 
F am ilies : “ Instead o f decreasing in  w ealth and power d u rin g  the 

cris is  o f 1929-1933, A m erica ’s 60 richest fam ilies  were a c tu a lly  
strengthened in re la tio n  to  the hordes o f citizens reduced 
to beggary ."

O n ly  i f  they organized a p o lit ic a l p a rty  o f th e ir  own could 
these unemployed w orkers safeguard th e ir  economic in terests. Such 
a po litica l p a rty  in  power would open the factories and produce 
goods fo r  use instead o f fo r  p ro fit.

N a tu ra lly , fa c to ry  owners who have pu t in  power th e ir  po litica l 
p a rty  w i l l  never ad m it th a t i t  represents on ly  th e ir  economic 
in terests. They always c la im  th a t c losing down facto ries  o r p low ing  
under crops is done fo r  the good o f the nation .

In  the language o f sc ientific  po litics , they id e n tify  th e ir  own 
special economic in te rests w ith  the in te rests o f the nation as a 
whole.

O bviously the economic in te rests o f 20 m illio n  unemployed 
are much closer to  the in te rests o f the whole na tion  than those o f 
a hand fu l o f fa c to ry  owners. The w orkers  represent a la rg e r 
section o f the popu lation, no t to  m ention th a t th e ir  labo r b u ilt  the 
fac to ries  in  the  f irs t  place.

In  modern society on ly tw o  fundam enta l economic groups ex is t, 
the c a p ita lis t class and the w o rk in g  class.

D ir t  fa rm e rs  and sm all business men genera lly  do not act 
independently in po litics  even though they do have special economic 
in te rests. They are too scattered and broken up to  organize easily. 
They tend to  fo llo w  e ithe r the ca p ita lis t class o r the  w o rk in g  class.

T h a t on ly  tw o  fundam enta l economic groups ex is t in  modern 
society g re a tly  s im p lifies the understand ing o f po litics . A ll 
p o litica l acts and a ll p o lit ic a l parties can be separated as ,se rv in g  
e ithe r the c a p ita lis t class o r the w o rk in g  class. Once the economic 
in te rests  a t stake are known, i t  is easy to take a stand on a 
po litica l issue.

To those who understand the power o f a po litica l p a r ty  and 
who understand th a t a po litica l p a rty  figh ts  fo r  the economic class 
which puts i t  in  the arena, ce rta in  fac ts  lose th e ir  m ystery.

I t  is no m yste ry , fo r  instance, why g re a t countries sometimes 
plunge i t» a  d isastrous and catastroph ic  wars which deplete the 
national resources and decimate the population w h ile  en rich ing  a 
sm all m in o r ity ;  th a t a sm all se lfish  m in o rity  th rough  its  p o litica l 
p a rty  has governed the na tion in  such a way as to  advance the 
economic in terests o f the t in y  group a t the expense o f the great 
m a jo r ity .

The F irs t  W ord W ar, fo r  instance, cost the  U n ited  States $33 
b illio n . However, net corpora tion  p ro fits , according to Ferdinand 
Lundberg, sky-rocketed to $38 b illio n  before w a rtim e  in du s tria l 
a c t iv ity  was fin a lly  liqu ida ted. Lundberg observed: “ F rom  the per­
sonal s tandpo in t o f A m erica ’s richest fam ilies , the W orld  W a r was 
the sing le  m ost constructive  event since the C iv il W ar.”

Stalinist Leaders 
Curb Uprising Of 
Bulgarian Masses

(Continued from  page 1)

Stalinist NMU Officials Initiate Drive 
To Destroy Seaman’s Union Hiring Hall

(Continued from  page 1)

Service, o f the W ar M anpower 
Commission and o f the Recruit 
m ent and M anning O rgan iza tion .”  
The C urran-M yers  proposals were 
made public w ith o u t ever having 
been prev ious ly  reported to the 
m em bership o f the union.

Union con tro l o f h ir in g  is a 
c ruc ia l issue in the m aritim e  in ­
du s try . W ithou t th is  the union 
loses a ll semblance o f independ­
en t existence and is powerless to 
p ro tec t the job  conditions won 
th rou gh  s tr ik e  action. The. union 
h ir in g  ha ll was established only- 
a f te r  long s trugg le  by seamen 
against the old practice, o f fink 
h a ll d isc rim ina tion  whereby m il i­
tan ts  were fired at. the end o f ev­
ery voyage and replaced aboard 
sh ip  by company stooges. The 
cha racter o f the in du s try  has 
made cont rol o f h ir in g  the centra! 
issue in a ll disputes between the 
m a ritim e  unions and ship-oper­
ators.

The S ta lin is ts , s tr iv in g  to be­
c o m e  accredited governm ent 
agents in the m aritim e  industry , 
have adopted the U. S. M a ritim e  
Com m ission’s plan o f governm ent 
con tro l o f h ir in g  and now cam­
paign fo r  it as th e ir own.

This a ttem p t o f the S ta lin is ts  
to  impose governm ent reg im en t­
a tio n  upon m erchant seamen in

C U R R A N

exchange fo r  o ffic ia l recogn ition 
on the governm ent con tro l Boards 
is not a development. They 
made th is  proposal to the M a r i­
tim e Commission in the fo rm  o f 
a memorandum which dates back 
to December 19-11, on ly  a few  
days a f te r  Pearl H arbor. A t th a t 
tim e they proposed a t r i-p a r t i tc  
board consis ting o f labor, man­
agem ent and governm ent repres-

en tatives to contro l the indus try  
“ w ith  the appropria te  governm ent 
agency casting  the decid ing vote.”  
D u rin g  the course o f the w ar 
th e ir  actions have a ll been cons­
is ten t w ith  th is  avowed policy. 
U n til now they have attem pted 
behind-the-scenes maneuvers w ith  
h igh -ra nk ing  governm ent o ff i­
cials, avo id ing as much as pos­
sible the a ttendan t p u b lic ity . W hat 
they have angled fo r  is goven i- 

! ment recogn ition  o f the check-off 
| which would g ive them  a g r ip  on 
seamen and thus enable them  to 
advocate more openly the govern- 

j m ent’s an ti-un ion program
In th e ir  la test le tte r to Land, 

C urran and M yers take occasion 
to rem ind the A d m ira l o f th e ir  
loyal cooperation in en forc ing  

| governm ent reg im en ta tion  o f  
m erchant seamen. T h e ir le tte r' 
c la im s: “ W ith  the exception o f 
the m anpower d ire c tly  under the 
contro l o f the N M U  and the RMO, 
there is no s tr ic t  enforcem ent of 

j the w a r-tim e  rules on a national 
scale.”  These w a r-tim e sh ipp ing 
rules imposed by the governm ent 

Jon merchant seamen are equival- 
l ant to the W ar M anpower's job- 
1 freezing edicts in o ther indus- 
I tries. They res tric t a seaman's 
! tim e on the beach, a llow ing  him 
■ on ly  one week ashore fo r  every 
I month a t sea, in  no case more 
! than th ir ty  days. The RMO Rec­

ru itm e n t and M anning O ffice of 
the W ar S hipp ing A d m in is tra tio n  
s tr ic t ly  enforces these rules. This 
agency has been established fo r  
th e . expressed purpose o f re g i­
m enting seamen and aim s to es­
tab lish the governm ent fink ha lls 
of the fu tu re  i f  union con tro l of 
h ir in g  can be e lim inated.

The extent to which N M U  o ff i­
cials have complied w ith  RMO 
ru lin g s  aga inst seamen is re fle c t­
ed in the w a r-tim e  sh ipp ing rules 
o f the union. They have replaced 
the system o f ro ta ry  sh ipp ing 
upon which the union h ir in g  ha ll 
is based w ith  rules established by 
edict, o f  a governm ent agency. To 
enforce these rules they re ly  upon 
the repressive powers o f the fed­
eral governm ent. U nder the 
“ sh ipp ing  ru les”  established by 
the S ta lin is t leadership any sea­
men who overstay th e ir  shore 

! leave “ w ill have th e ir  names 
j turned over to  the D ra ft Board 
| by the A gen t and the D ispatcher 
as no t being bona fide seamen.”  
Seamen over 38 “ w ill have th e ir  
names turned over to the W ar 

I M anpower Commission...”

The S ta lin is t’s rem inder to 
i A d m ira l Land of serv',rcs rend­
ered is a blow directed at other 

; unions in the m aritim e  indus try  
who have fou gh t to  re ta in  union 

I con tro l o f the h ir in g  ha ll and 
l union sh ipp ing rules.

c rip tlo n  of the spread of the rev­
o lu tio n a ry  mood th roughou t the 
country. “ From  the surround ing  
m ountains the peasants came 
down in to  P lovdiv, and a long 
procession, consisting of men and 
women, young and old, as w e ll 
as ch ildren w en t th rou gh  the  en­
t ire  c ity  center ca rry in g  a Red 
F lag more than ten feet long and 
three feet wide.

C LE N C H E D  FISTS

“ A ll P lovd iv  seemed out on the 
balconies round the post office 
square, cheering, w aving and g iv ­
ing the clenched-iist greeting. I  
went to Sofia in  a tra in  w ith  red 
flags f ly in g  from  its  w indows, 
and w h ich  was contro lled by lib ­
erated prisoners. A t a lm ost every 
sta tion people accused of being 
Fascist agents were, being arrest­
ed. E very tra in  we m et on our 
way seemed to ca rry  red flags, 
every so ld ier and ra ilw aym an in  
every town appeared to be sa lu t­
ing  w ith  clenched fis t.”

The sweeping revo lu tiona ry  
mood —  and here is  a fac t of 
tho h ighest po litica l significance
— caught up German soldiers 
who were being evacuated h a s tily  
from  the country. “ On one of the 
tra 'n s ,”  the correspondent report­
ed, “ were German soldiers. They, 
too, waved back w ith  the clenched 
fist.”

Sofia patterned the rest of the 
country, bu t In more concentrated 
form . “ Men and women partisans 
were keeping guard on the ru ined 
boulevards idestroyed by “ demo­
c ra tic ”  im p e ria lis t bombs). L o rry  
loads of soldiers, w earing  red 
carnations, drove, about the capi­
ta l. There was shooting in  the 
streets. Petro l fo r the lo rries  ap­
peared to have been put a t the 
disposal of the red-flagged masses 
and the partisans."

Testim ony to the depth of the 
revo lu tiona ry  fe rvo r and the tre ­
mendous force of the insurrec­
tion a ry  wave was the fear i t  in ­
spired in the hearts of the B u lg­
a rian  ru lin g  class, who, as the 
correspondent observed, “ were 
alarmed a t the prospect of Com­
m unism . A t one tim e  i t  looked 
as i f  i t  were on ly a question of 
a few hours before the Commun­
ists took over.”

But, the eye-witness continues
— “ T h is has not happened. W ith  
th ings as they are fo r the moment 
i t  w i l l  not happen a t a ll.”  The 
insurrection  was halted in  its  
s tride  by the  new h a s tily  form ed 
puppet governm ent w h ich, w ith  
the backing of the S ta lin  clique 
in  Moscow and aided by the top 
B u lga rian  S ta lin is t leaders, p ro­
ceeded to disarm  the masses and 
order them about, as its  reaction­
a ry  predecessors bad done.

A  JV. Y. Times correspondent 
in  Sofia reported on Sept. 21 th a t 
“ C om m unist leaders are do ing 
eve ry th ing  they can to prevent 
extrem ists in  the p a rty  from  
a g ita tin g  fo r  sovie tiza tion  of the 
coun try .”  In  th is  they are sup­
ported by the Red A rm y  to which 
S ta lin  has assigned the hang­
m an’s job of s tra n g lin g  the So­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  in  B u lga ria  and 
every o ther cou n try  where a 
popu lar revo lu tion  would endan­
ger his a lliance w ith  the A llie d  
im p e ria lis ts  and his own counter­
revo lu tiona ry  reg im e in the So­
v ie t Union.

“ On several occasions,”  the

been made by a h igh o ffic ia l o f 
the company d u rin g  the w a lkou t 
who urged “ se ttlem ent”  o f the 
“ s tr ik e ”  by rescind ing the FEPC 
order. A n y  rea l investiga tion  
would have disclosed the fa c t 
th a t the company had pe rm itted  
the leaders o f the company union 
to hold s tr ik e  m eetings on com­
pany p ro pe rty ; had perm itted  
an ti-N e g ro  placards to be posted 
on company w a lls ; had encour­
aged the open a g ita tio n  against 
N egro h ir in g  and upgrad ing  car­
ried on by o ffic ia ls  o f the PRT 
Employees U nion, etc. B u t the 
hand-picked ju ry  was no t a t all 
concerned w ith  an investiga tion  
o f the facts. T h e ir func tion  was 
to  whitew ash the em ployers and 
th e ir  company union agents and 
a ttack  organized labor.

F o r example, in  re fe rr in g  to 
the J im  Crow PRT Employees 
U n ion w h ich  had los t the election 
to the CIO, the Grand J u ry  dep­
lored the fa c t th a t, “ we have 
made a long step aw ay fro m  the 
company union wh ich m ig h t, w ith  
the r ig h t  m o tiva tion  on both 
sides, have seemed the ideal 
method o f re la tions in our indus­
t r ia l li fe . ”  A n  ed ito ria l in  The 
M ilita n t o f A ug ust 19 summed up 
as fo llow s ,the l|ssons o f the 
Philadelph ia  tra n s it  s tr ike , les­
sons which have been driven 
home by the re v o lt in g  hypocrisy 
o f the  Grand J u ry  “ investiga ­
tio n .”

“ F o r labor, the P hiladelph ia  in ­
cident contains an im p o rta n t 
lesson. Race pre jud ice is a wea­
pon o f reaction. A  s tr ik e  w h ich 
serves rea c tion a ry  purposes is a 
blow aga inst the enure  labor J 
movement. Labor condemns such 
actions, and r ig h t ly  so. B u t we 
tre a t w ith  the u tm ost contem pt 
the nauseating hypocrisy o f an 
e xp lo itin g  class —  w hich uses ra ­
c ia l d isc rim in a tio n  as a p i l la r  to 
prop up its  ru le  —  and w hich 
now a ttem pts  to  use the P h ila ­
de lph ia  ‘precedent’ as a  s tr ik e ­
breaking p re te x t to  smasn tne 
unions.

“ The s tr ik e  is labo r’s m ost ef- 
feefive weapon fo r  de fending its  
existence aga inst the predatory 
money-bags who ru le  the roost 
in WM1 Street and W ashington. 
A  s tr ik e  which pursues a progres­
sive aim  commands the sym ­
pathy and support o f a ll class­
conscious workers and serves to 
advance the in te rests o f the 
w o rk in g  class. A  s tr ik e  w h ich 
unites the w orkers aga inst th e ir 
exp lo ite rs is progressive. A  
s tr ike  which divides the workers 
and serves the in te rests o f the 
exp lo ite rs is reactionary.

“ T h is  is a v ita l d is tinc tion . I t  
is on ly  by w e ld ing  the s o lid a rity  
o f a ll w orkers, regardless o f race, 
color or creed, in to  a un ited f ro n t  
against the common enemy th a t 
the labor movem ent w ill surv ive, 
flou rish  and grow’ s tronger. T ha t 
is the lesson o f Philadelph ia  fo r  
the labor movem ent.”

correspondent stated, “ when local 
Communists in the provinces tried  
to displace c ity  o ffic ia ls  and take 
m atters in to  th e ir  own hands, 
they were ordered by the Russian 
m ilita ry  au tho rities  to re tu rn  the 
jobs to the old o ffic ia ls  u n til or- 
'ers were received from  the F a th ­

erland F ront Government, in So­
fia .”  The "F a the rla nd  F ro n t" 
governm ent is s im p ly  a dressed- 
lo  m onarchical regim e, hand­

picked by the old cap ita lis t- lan d ­
lord gang.

The w orkers  and peasants who 
rose in insurrec tion  in  B u lga ria  
identified the advancing Red A r ­
m y w ith  the g re a t Bolshevik 
Revolution in Russia which des­
troyed Czarism , cap ita lism , and 
land lord ism . They did no t know 
th a t the K re m lin  is now occupied 
by a coun te r-revo lu tionary  gang 
w’hich is in te n t, no t on spreading, 
hut on preven ting  revo lu tion  else­
where. They did not know —  but 
they m ust now be learn ing  very 
ra p id ly ! — th a t the S ta lin is t 
leaders in B u lga ria  have no in ten­
tion  o f leading them  in revo lu ­
tion  to  destroy cap ita lism , but 
aim  to preserve it.

They did not know th a t S ta l­
in 's Red \ r m y  entered B u lga ria  
not on ly  to fu lf i l l  the progressive 
task o f defending the USSR 
against the Nazi m il ita ry  machine 
but also as an in s tru m en t o f the 
v ile  coun te r-revo lu tionary  gang 
in Moscow. The S ta lin is ts  aim 
not to  aid the B u lga rian  masses 
to achieve th e ir  libe ra tion  bu t to 
aid the ca p ita lis t ru le rs  in th e ir  
continued oppression o f the peo­
ple.

These facts w ill s ink in  rap id ly  
as a resu lt o f the masses’ own 
experiences. They w i l l  lea rn  to  
break w ith  the S ta lin is t be tray-

By V. Grey
“ The 1 rouble w ith  Socialism  is th a t they w ant a d ic ta to rsh ip . 

I f  you ask me, I  th in k  we have too much o f th a t r ig h t  now.’'  
T h a t’s what one o f the boys said today. A nd a lo t o f honest w o rk ing  
people say the same th in g . T h a t’s m a in ly  because a ll they know 
about Socialism  is w hat they read in  the c a p ita lis t newspapers. 
So you can’t blame them fo r  th in k in g  Socialism  would be even worse 
than C apita lism .

“ They ’re c e rta in ly  r ig h t  to figu re  we have a d ic ta to rsh ip  r ig h t  
now, though. W hen Johnny D y lek wanted to  move his fa m ily  back 
to Pennsylvania, he couldn’t  ge t a release fro m  the office, o r fro m  
the U . S. governm ent em ploym ent o ffice e ither. N o t unless he took 
s ix ty  days o ff.  Th ings are p re tty  bad when you can’t  change you r 
jo b .”

B u t w a it  a m inute. W hen could you ever cha ng e ' you r job  
before? W henever you fe l t  lik e  it?  W h a t w ou ld  you and you r 
fa m ily  live  on d u rin g  the  weeks o r m onths you were look ing  
around fo r  another?  The bosses had you where they wanted you, 
w ith o u t any fuss o r fea thers. N ow  th a t jobs are more p le n tifu l, 
they ju s t pass a la w  to  make you keep you r nose to  the  same 
grindstone fo r  the same h o u rly  wages you go t before.

We have a d ic ta to rsh ip  o f C ap ita l over La bo r a ll r ig h t.  I t ’s a 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the fe w  over the m any. W hether they ge t tough 
about it ,  o r w hether they speak s o ft ly , the cap ita lis ts  do the 
d ic ta tin g . A nd as long as they con tro l the industries and the gov­
ernm ent, we do the obeying.

TWO KINDS OF GENERAL FOREMEN
Look how i t  is  in  the  shop. Remember th a t genera l forem an, 

Stebbs? We had h im  long  before w e g o t the  un ion in . W e called 
h im  “ the l i t t le  d ic ta to r,”  “ the louse,”  and lo ts  o f worse names, too. 
He ran eve ry th in g  w ith  an iro n  hand, and you d idn ’t  dare tu rn  
around. I f  you were in the washroom  long  enough to  fin ish  sm oking 
h a lf  a c igare tte , he’d be in the re  a f te r  you. W e ll, one day he was 
found p re tty  bad ly beaten up near a saloon in tow n. A f te r  th a t 
they trans fe rre d  Stebbs to another shop, and p u t in H a llo ry  in  
his place.

W ell, H a llo ry  was a swell guy, everybody said. He always 
asked you in a nice way. Never to ld  you to do an y th in g . The 
fe llow s would smoke a whole c iga re tte  a t a tim e  in  the washroom , 
and sometimes tw ice  a day a t th a t. And s t i l l  the y  w orked harder 
and go t m ore done fo r  H a llo ry  than Stebbs ever g o t ou t o f them . 
W e a ll go t a long fine w ith  H a l'o ry . U n t i l one day T ony  Jorek 
refused to  do the jo b  th a t H a llo ry  asked h im  “ please”  to  do.

Tony was a shear-m an w ith  tw e lve  years’ r ig h ts  (se n io rity  
was observed “ on paper”  a t least qu ite  a w h ile  before the union 
came in ). H a llo ry  wanted Tony to  go outside and load up a scrap 
ca r— at labo re rs ’ pay— w h ile  a younger man took over the shear 
fo r  a day o r tw o. (T hey a lw ays say i t ’s ju s t  fo r  a day o r tw o ). 
O f course the  younger m an happened to be a v e ry  good fr ie n d  
o f H a llo ry ’s, too. S o rt o f a stooge, in  o ther words.

So Tony, who wasn’t  so dumb, said he’d be glad to go outside 
the f irs t  chance he got when the shear was down, bu t no t now, 
thank you. He was po lite  too, a t f irs t.  B u t before you know i t  they 
were both g e ttin g  hot. Then H a llo ry  pushed Tony away fro m  him . 
So Tony took a sw ing  a t h im . I t  was a p re tty  hea lthy  sw ing, too.

A t  f irs t  a lo t  o f fe llow s  were s o rry  fo r  H a llo ry  because Tony 
h u r t  h im  p re tty  bad. B u t no t fo r  long. Because w h a t do you th in k  
happened ? W hy, Tony go t a m onth o f f  w ith o u t pay. A nd when ho 
came back to  w o rk  they  pu t h im  on the band saw w ith  a do lla r 
a day cu t in  h is  wages.

O f course you’l l  say we should have s truck  the m inute  Tony 
w ent ou t the door. B u t we were too dumb a t the  tim e . W e d idn ’t  
have the understand ing we have now. W e were confused. We 
tho ugh t H a llo ry  had som eth ing on h is side, too. I t  was on ly  a fte r  
we go t to th in k in g  i t  over, and on ly  a fte r  T ony  came back a t low er 
pay th a t we rea lized th a t w h a t H a llo ry  had on h is  side was the 
power o f th is  whole damned corpora tion . And w ha t d id  Tony have? 
T ony ’s fa m ily  had a ro tten  tim e  o f it .  Tony was watched and 
ridden, from  then on. B u t H a llo ry — a ll he go t was a sock in  the 
ja w , and la te r on, we found out, a ra ise in  pay.

The po in t to  th is  s to ry  is th a t w hethe r i t  was Stebbs w ith  a 
swear word o r H a llo ry  w ith  a “ please”  you had to  do w h a t they 
to ld  you, o r else.

W e ll, C a p ita lis tic  governm ents w o rk  the same way. They are 
a l l  d ic ta to rsh ips o f C ap ita l. Sometimes they pu t a tough l i t t le  fa ke r 
lik e  Stebbs up fo r  the fro n t, and sometimes a gas fa c to ry  like  
Congress w ith  a thousand and one H a llo rys . B ut the whole th in g  is 
rigged so the w ork ingm an gets the business.

Socialism  has the aim  o f do ing aw ay w ith  a ll k inds o f d ic ta to r­
ship or com pulsion o f any k ind . B u t before we can accomplish 
th a t, ou r w o rkers ’ governm ent w i l l  have to  be like  the  cap ita lis t, 
in one way. I t  w i l l  have to  be a d ic ta to rsh ip , too. B u t instead o f 
being a d ic ta to rsh ip  o f C ap ita l over Labor, i t  w i l l  be a d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f Labor and poor fa rm ers  over, and aga inst, the ex-cap ita lis ts . 
That w i l l  be the power o f the m any over the few .

U nderneath the smooth f ro n t o f the  company are the la y ­
o ffs , the guns and tear-gas. U nderneath the l i t t le  democracy in  the 
present c a p ita lis t governm ent is the  power o f a ll the  b ig  com­
panies ready to crack down on the  w orkers, lik e  H a llo ry  d id. T h a t ’s 
the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f C ap ita l. U nderneath the  rea l and honest 
democracy th a t we w orkers are go ing to  have, w i l l  l ie  the power, 
the organized m igh t, o f the whole w ork ingclass. T h a t’s the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t. T h a t’s the W orkers  and Farm ers 
governm ent.

In our w o rkers ’ governm ent we may have to  be tough a t 
tim es w it!* some o f the ex -ca p ita lis t fakers. I f  they s tick  to  th e ir  
jobs and don’t  go in fo r  any sw ind lin g  o r the fancy s tea ling  they 
ca ll p ro fit  ta k in g , w hy i t  w il l be very  p leasant fo r  a ll.  B u t hum an 
nature, especially ca p ita lis t human nature, doesn’t  change in  a 
day. They may need some persuasion. But as our new age develops, 
and as we begin to  g ive unheard o f benefits to  a ll, as Socia list 
production fa r  o u ts tr ip s  C a p ita lis t production, when H a llo ry  and 
Stebbs and even Louie the stum p jum pe r, aro gone and th e ir  
ways fo rgo tte n , then we’ l l  have rea l Socialism  and a ll re lics  o f 
C ap ita lism , lia c  d ic ta to rsh ip , w il l disappear.

ers, organize separate ly from  
them, and depend on ly  on th e ir  
own independent revo lu tiona ry  ac­
tion . They w i l l  organize a new 
revo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  w h ich w ill 
lead them  fo rw a rd  to socia lis t 
v ic to ry  in  firm  a lliance w ith  the 
insu rgen t European masses, 
w ith  the awakened Soviet w o rk ­
ers and rank and file  figh te rs  o f 
the Red A rm y. By con tinu ing  
th e ir  own independent s trugg le  
fo r power, the B u lga rian  w o rk ­
ers and peasants w ill be p rov id ­
ing  the m ost e ffec tive  defense 
fo r  the  Soviet Union, w h ich can 
be safeguarded on ly  th ro u g h  the 
tr ium p h  o f the European revo lu ­
tion .

Despite S ta lin is t treachery and

perfidy, which te m p o ra rily  has 
confused and d isoriented the. re v ­
o lu tio na ry  masses, b r in g in g  the 
f irs t chapter o f the  revo lu tion  to 
an end, the s itua tion , as the 
News-Chronicle correspondent re­
ports, is by no means stab ilized.

A rm ed c iv ilia ns , he stated in 
his dispatch, ordered by lhe gav- 

I em inen t to  re p o rt to m il it ia  
headquarters and surrender th e ir  
arm s, are very ta rd y  about doing 
so. "O n ly  a part o f ihem  appear 

\ to have reported.”  It is the same 
j as in France and Ita ly .

B u lga ria  is now in  a s tate o f 
j calm which m ay w e ll prove to  be 
the prelude to a fresh  and m ore 
v io len t ou tbu rs t o f the revo lu tion - 

I a ry  storm .
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T h e ‘« LA B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  C A N ­
N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D “  —  K A R L  M A R X .

Negro S truggle
-By Charles Jackson_

Time To Move, But Where?
R eflecting the feelings o f the 

Negro masses, there iias recently 
been a noticeable trend of the 
Negro press and among Negro 
leaders away from  the Roosevelt, 
a d m in is tra tion  and toward the 
Republican party .

C haracte ris tic  was an ed ito ria l 
in  the in flu e n tia l P ittsbu rgh  
C ourie r w h ich stated th a t Negroes 
“ w ant in teg ra tion , not separation. 
They w ant recognition, not bene­
ficence. They w a n t firs t-c lass c i t i ­
zenship w ith  r ig h t  to speak and 
be heard.”  No hope fo r  ob ta in ing  
these advances from  Roosevelt’s 
Dem ocratic P a rty  is held out by 
th is  sheet, in  whose opin ion “ the 
last vestige of good in  the New 
Deal departed on that F rid a y  a ft­
ernoon in  Chicago last Ju ly  when 
Vice - President H enry Wallace 
was sacrificed on the a lta r of 
greed, power and prejudice. Mr. 
Roosevelt gave M r. Wallace the 
‘K iss  o f D eath ’ in  an e f fo r t  to 
placate the lily -w h ite  South."

AH three Negro weeklies tha t 
h i t  the  stands in  W ashington, 
D. C. are anti-Roosevelt as w e ll 
as m any others across the coun­
try . W ith o u t a doubt, the Dem­
ocrats w i l l  lose a sizeable chunk 
Of fhe N egro  support w h ich  the y  
have enjoyed fo r  the la s t decade.

A lthough th is  tendency w ill 
fa tte n  the chances o f the Repub­
lican P a rty , to  the Negro voter 
i t  is intended as an “ ag in ”  fo r  
Roosevelt ra th e r than a “ fu r ”  fo r  
Dewey. T h is  is especially so in 
the case o f those who have been 
o r have had re la tives in  the J im - 
Crow A rm y  which is supposed to 
help the w h ile  arm y rid  the 
w orld  o f those who predch rac ia l 
d iffe rence . To protest the hated 
a rm y policy o f co lor-quarantine 
by a “ pro test vote” — th a t’s the 
general idea.

G ran t Reynolds, who h a d  
enough guts to  voice heated ob­
jection  to the A rm y  po licy even 
though i t  got h im  a discharge, re­
cen tly  stated th a t po in t o f view 
in  exp la in ing  his resignation 
from  an NAACP post to campaign 
“ aga inst Roosevelt.”  Speaking o f 
the m istrea tm ent to colored serv­
ice men w h ich  he had seen in  
the a rm y he said: “ F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt, Com m ander-in-Chief of 
our m il ita ry  forces, m ust shoulder 
respons ib ility  fo r  th is  ev il.”  Ho 
f e l t  t h a t  he had to  f u l f i l l  h is 
“ ...ob liga tion  to  Negroes in  u n i­
fo rm  by co n trib u tin g  to  the  repu­
d ia tio n  o f th e ir  u n w o rth y  Com­
m ander-in -C h ie f.”

T h is* is  a pe rfe c tly  understand­
able trend in  view  of the tre ­
mendous am ount o f cap ita lis t 
m iseducation a n d  propaganda 
w h ich  exto lls  the “ dem ocratic”  
A m erican “ tw o-party”  system. 
The pressure of our surroundings, 
molded by b ig  business interests, 
forces our thoughts in to  th is  
channel.

B y  “ a u to m a tica lly ”  p u ttin g  an 
X  over the pa rty  tha t is “ ou t of 
power”  we thereby feel th a t we 
have registered an effective p ro­
test against the oppressive con­
d itio n s  we have to face.

I t  is up to a few more of our 
spokesmen, however, to realize 
and expla in tha t, in  the end, we 
can on ly  expect the same tre a t­
m ent from  one cap ita lis t pa rty  
as we received from  the other. 
W hen the Am erican w o rk ing  peo­
ple wake up to the t ru th  about 
the “ tw o -p a rty ”  system i t  w i l l  
seem unbelievable to them  th a t 
they could have been taken fo r a 
rid e  fo r  so long.

F rom  our po in t o f view as a 
rac ia l m in o rity  i t  is an un­
equivocal fa c t th a t we would

h a v e ' essentia lly  the same en­
forced segregation and d isc rim in ­
ation under the Republican as 
under the Dem ocratic P a rty . 
Since (hese tw o parties are sup­
ported by an contro lled by B ig 
Business, they w ill not and they 
can not g ra n t us fu l l  equa lity . 
B ig  Business needs the  race issue 
to keep the productive workers 
d ivided and thereby re ta rd  the 
g row th  o f th e ir class-conscious­
ness.

Both candidates have openly 
avowed th e ir  lo y a lty  to w hat they 
call “ free enterprise.”  Both 
parties are representatives of 
cap ita lism  a lthough they may 
d iffe r  as to the best tactics to 
use in  preserv ing th is  exp lo itive  
system. As Negroes who w ant 
the fu ll equa lity  to w h ich we are 
en titled  we m ust realize tha t we 
cannot gain i t  under th is  type 
of economic system. Sure, you 
may th in k  the pro fit incen tive  is 
a ll r ig h t. You s t i l l  believe tha t 
on ly  under th is  system w i l l  you 
have the chance to some day bet­
te r you r cond ition . B ut you as 
a w o rke r m ust rea lize th a t the 
ru lin g  class which is in  con tro l 
of file  means of production, the 
means of com m unication, the 
means of education and a ll the 
governm ent agencies is go ing to 
do eve ry th ing they can to hold 
you down and thereby continue 
to make p ro fit on your labor.

In  th is  cou n try  the  N egro is here 
to be used pro fitab ly  by th is  “ tree- 
en te rp rise ”  system. They “ sic”  the 
w h ite  w o rke r on the black in  an 
in d ire c t manner. By co n tro llin g  
a ll the means of propaganda and 
u t il iz in g  them in  a subtle way —  
such as “ angled”  news accounts, 
etc. —  they can bu ild  up a pre­
jud ice  o f w h ite  against b lack o r 
black against w h ite  (w h ich is ju s t 
as pro fitable to them ) in  such a 
way th a t one would th in k  i t  is 
na tu ra l o r inhe ren t or spontane­
ous w ith in  one's self. Dewey or 
Roosevelt: Roosevelt o r Dewey: 
i t  makes no difference. As long 
as cap ita lism  rem ains here ju s t 
th a t long w i l l  rac ia l pre judice he 
retained here.

FOR A  LA B O R  P A R T Y

As W endell W illk ie  recently  
pointed out in  Colliers  magazine, 
ne ithe r p a rty  has even prom 'sed 
in  th e ir  vo te -ca tch ing p la tfo rm s  
to execute such measures as w ill 
b ring  the Negro equal c itizen­
ship status. George Schuyler 
puts i t  th is  way: "Roosevelt and 
Dewey, the t i tu la r  heads of the 
r iv a l (?) p o litica l gangs, have 
not done and do not in tend to 
do a n y th in g  fundam enta l about 
ou r na tiona l J im -C row  system .”

I t  is  no t the in d iv id u a l candi­
date th a t should he of im portance 
to  us. I t  is the economic base of 
t lie  p a rty  he represents. There is 
no th in g  to ga in in  being “ a n t i”  
the p a rty  in  power and “ pro”  an­
o ther p a rty  w h ich  represents the 
same economic class and com m its 
itse lf to the same economic sys­
tem. There is likew ise  no th ing  
to ga in by being “ a n t i”  the pa rty  
in  power and o ffe rin g  no con­
s truc tive  counter proposal.

The on ly class th a t can and 
m ust g ra n t the N egro fu l l  equa lity  
i f  it  would gain and re ta in  power 
is the w o rk ing  class. We m ust 
learn to support on ly genuine 
w o rk ing  class parties. W here 
none ex is t our on ly e ffo r t  which 
w ill bear f r u i t  is to  expose both 
ca p ita lis t parties and p r e s s  
th rough our unions fo r  the ea rly  
fo rm a tio n  o f an independent 
labor pa rty .

jffian B tC T -.M i.M E r a

NO SUBSTITUTE EXISTS FOR 
POWER OF CORRECT IDEAS

The ea rly  movement of Com­
m unism  demonstrated very pow­
e r fu l ly  the  predom inant in fluence 
o f ideas over eve ry th ing  else. 
T h is  was s tr ik in g ly  shown in  the 
strugg le fo r supremacy between 
the IW W  (In d u s tr ia l W orkers of 
the W orld ) and the young Com­
m un is t P arty . In  the pre-war 
days the IW W  was a ra the r large 
m il ita n t  labo r movement. I t  en­
tered the w ar as unquestionably 
the organization em bracing w ith ­
in  its  ranks the largest group of 
p ro le ta rian  m ilita n ts . Yet the 
nucleus of the Com m unist P arty  
came out of the Socia list Party. 
A  considerable, num ber o f them  
were petty-bourgeo is in  o r ig in , a 
la rge percentage young people 
w ith o u t any experience in  the 
class struggle. Thousands of them 
were fo re ig n -b o m  w o rkers  who 
had never been re a lly  assim ilated 
in  the class strugg le In Am erica.

In so fa r as the human m ateria l 
was concerned, the advantages 
were a ll on the side o f the IW W . 
T h e ir m ilita n ts  had been in m any 
figh ts . They had hundreds and 
hundreds o f members in  ja il,  and 
they used to  look w ith  som eth ing

like  contem pt on th is  up s ta rt 
movement ta lk in g  so confidently 
in revo lu tiona ry  term s. The 
IW W ’s im agined th a t th e ir  ac­
tions and th e ir  sacrifices so fa r  
outweighed the mere doc trina l 
pretensions o f th is  new revo lu­
tio n a ry  movement th a t they had 
no th in g  to  fea r from  i t  in  the 
way o f r iv a lry .  They were badly 
m istaken .

W ith in  a few years —  by 1922 
—  i t  became p re tty  clear th a t 
the Com m unist P a rty  had dis­
placed the IW W  as the  lead ing 
organ ization of the vanguard. The 
IW W , w ith  its  w onderfu l com­
position o f p ro le ta rian  m ilita n ts , 
w ith  a ll th e ir  heroic struggles 
behind them, could not keep pace. 
They had not adjusted th e ir  ide­
ology to the lessons of the w ar 
and the Russian revo lu tion . They 
had not acquired a su ffic ien t res­
pect fo r  doctrine, fo r  theory. T ha t 
is w hy  th e ir  organ ization degen­
erated, w h ile  th is  new organiza­
t io n  w ith  its  poorer m a te ria l, Its  
inexperienced you th  w ho had seiz­
ed ho ld o f  the  liv in g  ideas o f B o l­
shevism, com ple te ly  surpassed the

Roosevelt Signs Measure Providing Starvation 
For Unemployed And Billions For Wall Street

(Continued from page 1)

and corporations and w ith  an ab­
so lu te ly free hand to “ dispose”  
of governm ent property , d idn ’t 
sa tis fy  Roosevelt.

He had o r ig in a lly  established 
a one-man agency fo r government 
prope rty  “ disposal," under his 
own appointee. W ill C layton, 
w o rld ’s la rges t cotton m erchant 
and notorious toof 01 the big bus­
iness interests. Because the 
greedy and c o n flic tin g  monopoly 
in terests wanted a more “ im p a r­
t ia l”  agency fo r d iv id in g  up the 
loot, Congress tu rned down the 
A dm in is tra tion-sponsored b i l l  fo r  
a one-man agency and passed its  
own measure, w h ich s t i l l  guar­
antees tha t the monopolies w ill 
get contro l of a ll the government 
"su rp lus”  property.

Roosevelt’s e li i e f  com pla int 
when s ign ing  the h ill was tha t 
“ there is danger tha t the confused 
methods of d isposition and the 
elaborate res tric tions  imposed by 
the b il l in  many instances delay 
ra the r than expedite reconversion 
and re-em ploym ent." T h a t is to 
say, Roosevelt wants an even 
freer .hand in  g iv in g  away the 
governm ent plants and property  
in  order to d irec t them in to  the 
possession of those sectors of B ig 
Business he favors and repres­
ents most d irec tly .

Nevertheless, Roosevelt sought 
to ga in his purpose by appo int­
ing  Byrnes, his closest adm in is­
tra tiv e  henchman, as the head 
of the new Office of W ar M obil­
iza tion  and Reconversion. B y rn ­
es, a thoroughgoing reactionary 
Southern Dem ocratic p o lit ic ia n  
and a key agent of the cap ita lis t 
in terests, can he counted upon to 
give the monopolies everyth ing 
they demand. H is appointm ent 
w i l l  most lik e ly  ga in the approval 
of the Southern Dem ocratic Bour­
bon bloc in  the Senate, whose 
support Roosevelt is  anxious to 
m ain ta in .

The b i l l  signed by Roosevelt 
absolute ly ensures mass unem­
ploym ent. The big  monopolies 
are anxious to get ho ld of the 
governm ent p lants, which repres­
ent about one-fourth  o f the p ro­
ductive capacity of Am erican in ­
dustry , p r im a r ily  fo r  the purpose 
of e lim in a tin g  them from  compe­
t it iv e  production. T h e ir concern 
is to  prevent com petition, l im it  
production, and reap pro fits  on 
the basis o f a scarc ity  economy 
of h igh prices.

A t  the same tim e  the Geoffee 
B ill is designed to  keep the 
resu ltan t mass o f unemployed in 
a s tate o f chronic hunger and 
m isery, as a “ reserve a rm y”  
which m ig h t be used to  drive  
down wage standards and weaken 
the unions. W ith  the pressure 
o f m illio ns  o f s u ffe r in g  and 
desperate jobless, the corpora­
tions calcula te th a t the employed 
workers w ill fie less inclined to 
resist wage slashes, a m a jo r 
ob jective o f the ca p ita lis t p ro ­
gram  fo r  the period ahead.

M E A G R E  “ R E L IE F ”

The George B il l  e lim inates any 
fo rm  o f d irec t federal a id  to the 
unemployed. I t  m erely provides 
fo r the use of federal funds to 
bo ls ter the state treasuries. I t  
adds no t a single p rov is ion  fp r 
the jobless beyond the inadequate 
ex is ting  state unem ploym ent com­
pensation measures. These give 
“ re lie f"  rang ing as low as $2 a 
week fo r from  2 to 16 weeks, 
provided the unemployed w orker 
can fu lf i l l  a ll the elaborate re ­
qu irem ents contained in  most 
state measures to exclude the “ un­
w orthy.”

Roosevelt voiced no objection 
to the m a jo r “ re lie f”  provisions 
of the b ill,  no r its  general adm in­
is tra tio n  under the state govern­
ments. He raised —  fo r the firs t 
tim e , w h ile  s ig n in g  the  b i l l  —  
an objection to the e lim in a tio n  
of a couple of m ino r provisions 
covering compensation to federal 
workers and transp orta tio n  ex­
penses o f discharged w ar w o rk ­
ers back to th e ir  home towns. 
He likew ise  expressed “ reg re t”  
th a t the b i l l  d id not provide m in ­
im um  standards “ to govern the 
am ount and du ra tion  of unem­
ploym ent benefits which should 
be paid by the states.”  H is  own 
agents, however, had helped to 
scuttle  every proposal in  Congress 
fo r such m in im um  standards. 
M eanwhile Roosevelt h im self 
stayed on the side-lines and re­
fused to respond to appeal a fte r 
appeal from  a hand fu l of Con­
gressional “ lib e ra ls ”  to  speak ou t 
fo r  these proposed measures.

Roosevelt m erely expressed the 
“ hope”  th a t these “ deficiencies”  
m ig h t be ‘ rec tifie d ’ by a Congress,

Everything In  Order No-Strike Policy 
Fought by Militant
Convention Group

(Continued fro m  page 1)

R eprin ted by courtesy o f N . Y . Post 
The German v illag e  o f Roetgen, occupied by Am erican troops 

and ru led by an Am erican m il ita ry  governor, is the  f i r s t  exam ple 
o f the rea l A m erican  a ttitu d e  tow ard  fascism . The new m ayor 
o f Roetgen and the new ch ie f o f police, appointed by the m ilita ry  
governor, are both known Nazis. In  Germany, as in  I ta ly ,  the 
A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria lis ts  p lan to  pro tect and use fo rm er 
fasc is t o ffic ia ls  to  oppress the people.

IW W  and le ft  I t  fa r  behind in  
the space of a few years.

The great lesson of th is  experi­
ence is the fo lly  o f tak in g  lig h t ly  
the power of ideas o r im ag in ing  
th a t some substitu te  can he found 
fo r correct ideas in  the b u ild in g  
of a revo lu tiona ry  movement.

(F ro m  “ The H is to ry  o f A m er­
ican T ro tsky ism ”  by James P. 
Cannon, pp. 21-22. P ioneer Pub­
lishers, 1944, 268 pp.; c lo th  $2.75, 
paper $2. O rder fro m  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
N . Y . 3, N . Y .)

w h ich has already demonstrated 
conclusively tha t the on ly  “ im ­
provements”  i t  w i l l  place in  any 
“ reconversion”  h i l l are measures 
to appease the insatiab le  greed 
o f , the p ro fit-h un g ry  cap ita lis ts. 
Roosevelt can a ffo rd  to express 
such em pty “ hope,”  since i t  is a 
foregone conclusion tha t Congress 
w i l l  ignore it.

LA B O R  F A K E R S

Roosevelt’s connivance w ith  the 
Dem ocratic and Republican Con­
gressional agents o f W a ll S treet 
in  shoving th rough  the George 
“ S ta rva tio n ”  B il l has fu r th e r  
illum ina te d  the treachery o f the 
labor leaders who continue to 
pa in t up Roosevelt as a “ friend  
o f labor.”  D u rin g  the en tire  
discussion over the George B ill 
these bootlickers o f Roosevelt 
have m a in ta ined absolute silence 
about his ar.ti- labo r role. They 
have gone so fa r  as to represent 
the Congressional forces which 
jammed through the George B ill,  
and which included the over­
w helm ing m a jo rity  o f Democrats 
as w e ll as Republicans, as ex­
clus ive ly  composed o f the “ Poll 
Tax bloc”  and Republicans.

Even now, as Roosevelt puts 
in to  m otion W a ll Street's “ master 
p lan ”  fo r f ilch ing  the nation 's  in ­
du s tria l resources, robbing the 
public treasury and in s titu t in g  
measures fo r  the pauperization of 
the masses, the labo r fake rs  con­
tinue  to ru n  up  and down the 
coun try  th ro w in g  dust in  the 
eyes o f the w orkers. W h ile  they 
p u ff up the lim ite d  re form  meas­
ures in s titu te d  in  the early years

j of f ile  “ New Deal”  under pressure 
’ of the workers, they cover up the 

record of the last fou r years of 
| Roosevelt's ru le  when he lias 
i buried even the slogan o f the 

“ New Deal,”  moved fu r th e r  and 
fu rth e r to the r ig h t, w ith d ra w n  
one concession a fte r another tha t 
the workers had previously w rest­
ed from  cap ita lism , cracked down 
w ith  the wage and job freeze, 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n , forced la ­
bor decrees.

B u t the labo r bureaucrats them ­
selves have le t s lip  th e ir  real 
estim ate of w hat labor can ex­
pect from  Roosevelt in  the fu tu re . 
T im s the CIO Xews, Sept. 25, in  
the column “ Keep Your Eyes On 
Congress," denounces the  “ d ir ty  
w o rk " of the en tire  Congress in  
pushing over the George B il l,  
w h ich  does “ no th in g ; no p lan ­
ning, no aid to w ar workers, vet­
erans,”  and advises the w orkers  
to “ Make th is  a No. 1 election 
test.”

By .this “ No. 1 election test,”  
ne ither Roosevelt nor Dewey, 
ne ither the Democrats nor the 
Republicans, are a n y th in g  but 
brazen agents o f »B ig Business 
determ ined to w ipe ou t labo r’s 
gains, impose mass poverty, un­
derm ine the organized labor 
movement. The w o rk ing  class 
w ill be driven  to in to le rab le  
coolie levels i f  i t  does not 
m obilize its  ranks in to  f ig h tin g  
fo rm a tio n  now and in it ia te  an 
a ll-ou t offensive against W a ll 
S treet and its  po litica l represen­
ta tives  fo r  a rea l program  o f 
jobs, decent wages and security .

of the stormiest national gather­
ings of the union’s history.

A s in  one C IO  union conven­
tion  a fte r  another in  the past 
m onth, th is  convention was m a rk ­
ed by the emergence o f an oppo­
s itio n  g roup ing  to the estab lish­
ed conservative and S ta lin is t 
leadership. B reak ing  w ith  the  t r a ­
d itio n a l v ir tu a lly  unanim ous sup­
p o rt o f the old leadership, headed 
by P resident John Green, the  op­
position ran  candidates fo r  the 
o ffices o f president ilnd  secre tary- 
treasu re r who secured a lm ost 20 
percent o f the  to ta l votes.

A ltho ug h  the opposition candi­
dates conducted no serious cam­
paign based on a p rinc ip led  pro-, 
gram , the vote fo r  them  was con­
sidered as an expression o f op­
position to  the dp-noth ing, su r­
render policies o f the leadership 
and o f the desire o f the  m ost m il i ­
ta n t sections o f the  ranks fo r  a 
new f ig h t in g  leadership

The f ig h t  aga inst the no -s trike  
pledge, which broke ou t in  the 
ea rly  sessions o f the  convention, 
gained its  p r in c ip a l support fro m  
the tw o  la rge s t delegations. L o ­
cal 42, w ith  the second la rgest 
bloc o f votes, w en t so lid ly  down 
the line  fo r  scrapping the  no­
s tr ik e  pledge. A  sizeable section 
o f the la rge s t de legation, Local 1, 
also supported the m in o r ity

A f te r  a th ree -hour ba ttle , in  
which the S ta lin is ts  took the lead 
in  rab id  denunciation and fla g - 
w av ing  against the m ilita n ts , the 
leadership ’s reso lu tion  was f in a l­
ly  adopted, w ith  over a hundred 
o f the approx im ate ly  700 dele­
gates de fy in g  in tim id a tio n  and 
slander to  vote fo r  scrapping the 
pledge.

A no the r b it te r  ba ttle  over p o li­
cy developed when the reso lu tions 
com m ittee placed before the  con­
vention a reso lu tion  c it in g  the 
grievances o f the  un ion aga inst 
the  W a r Labo r Board and sha rp ly  
c r it ic iz in g  its  a n ti- la b o r actions, 
bu t lam ely w ind ing  up in  support 
o f the W L B  as an in s titu t io n  
capable o f “ de fend ing”  the in te r ­
ests o f the w orkers  in  the absence 
o f the  s tr ik e  weapon.

Green lined up w ith  the  S ta l­
in is ts  against the m ilita n ts  on 
every im p o rta n t issue. H ang ing  
on to  Green's coa t-ta ils , the S ta l­
in is ts  succeeded in  pushing th ru  
enough o f th e ir  own candidates 
fo r  the General Execu tive  Board 
to  secure a m a jo r ity  con tro l.

The bu ild in g  o f a f i r m  m il ita n t  
g roup ing  w ith in  the  IU M S W A , 
around a c lear-cu t progressive 
p rogram , is  the  p re requ is ite  fo r  
re -estab lish ing  the CIO  sh ipyard  
w orkers  un ion as an e ffec tive  in ­
s trum en t fo r  defending the  r ig h ts  
and in te rests o f the w orkers. The 
opposition a t th is  convention 
made s ig n if ic a n t beginnings.

A  genuine f ig h t in g  program , 
in  the IU M S W A  as in  a ll the 
unions, m ust have as its  m a jo r 
p lanks: 1. Scrap the no -s tr ike  
pledge; 2. Smash the L i t t le  Steel 
F o rm u la ; 3. W ith d ra w  a ll labo r 
suppo rt from  the W L B ; 4. B u ild  
an independent labo r p a rty .

Just Published!

By Theodore Kotvalesky
I t  seems like  ages ago th a t I  was w o rk in g  five days a .week. 

I  remember having tw o  days o f f  every week and g e ttin g  enough 
pay fo r  fo r ty  hours to live  h a lf-w a y  decently; or a t least, i t  would 
have been ha lf-w a y  decently i f  i t  hadn’t  been fo r  a ll the depression 
debts th a t 1 had to pay o ff ,  and the w orn-ou t fu rn itu re  and c lo th ­
ing tha t 1 had to replace.

A nd now th e y ’re ta lk in g  about go ing on five days again . . . 
but w hat a d iffe rence !

F o r a while, the re  was a lo t o f ta lk  about how the workers 
should be p a trio tic  and g ive up a ll th e ir  tim e-and-a-ha lf. Roosevelt 
came ou t w ith  an o rder c u ttin g  out double tim e  fo r  Sunday and 
tim e-and-a-ha lf fo r  o ther days unless they were the s ix th  con­
secutive days in the week, bu t we did re ta in  tim e and one h a lf pay 
fo r  the s ix th  day. Then the m a tte r was dropped. A  lo t o f fe llow s 
though t th a t we had scored a v ic to ry  on th a t po in t, but we d idn ’ t 
w in  a th in g : instead, we lost some o f our hard-won gains.

H ere ’s the w ay I  see it .  A  
w ork ingm an goes out to w ork  in 
the fa c to ry , where he produces 
p ro fits  fo r  his boss. The boss pays 
h im  no t his fa ir  share o f w ha t he 
has produced bu t ju s t  enough to 
keep h im  and his fa m ily  a live 
and k ic k in g  and perhaps produc­
in g  l i t t le  w orkers to make fu tu re  
p ro fits . Now, th a t ’s w ha t we had 
before we w ent on six  days. We 
worked five days fo r  a “ liv in g  
wage.”  Then we w ent on s ix  days, 
fo r ty -e ig h t hours. F o r a l i t t le  
w h ile , i t  seemed p re tty  swell. O f 
course, i t  was hard to  get used 
to  the e x tra  labor. W e had been 
used to w o rk in g  five days or 
n ig h ts  in th a t he llish  heat and g e ttin g  tw o  days o f f  to  res t up a 
li t t le ,  and now we found ourselves g e ttin g  on ly  one day. B ut we go t 
used to th a t, and, as I  say, i t  did seem p re tty  swell to  be g e ttin g  th a t 
ex tra  cash . . .  so long  as you p u t in  a ll o f you r s ix  days.

B u t before long th a t ex tra  money began to  be a necessity; i t  
wasn’t  ex tra  any more. I t  wasn’t  th a t we go t used to  a h ighe r 
standard o f liv in g . I t  was ju s t th a t the wage freeze and the r is in g  
prices pu t us fina nc ia lly  back where we were when we w orked fo r ty  
hours a week.

Jus t as before, we worked a week fo r  our boss and go t a “ l iv in g  
wage.”  B u t now we worked tw e n ty  per cent more tim e  fo r  h im  fo r  
the same am ount o f purchasing power. O f course, made more money 
— but i t  d idn ’t  buy any more than before.

W ell, i t  d idn ’t  stop there . Prices kep t go ing up and up u n t il 
even the pay th a t we go t fo r  s ix  days, a f te r  a ll the deductions were 
taken out, le f t  us w ith  less purchasing power than we had prev iously  
had when we worked on ly five days.

We’re All Worried About The Future
A nd now they are ta lk in g  about, p u ttin g  us bac?< on five days! 

A ll over the departm ent the fe llow s are ta lk in g  about it ,  and you 
can see tha t they are p re tty  w orried . I  am, m yse lf. I know th a t even 
w ith  s ix  days I  can’ t  get a long w ith o u t w o rk in g  a sixteen hour s h if t  
every now and then. These double s h ifts  w ill be cu t out, too, along 
w ith  go ing back on five days a week, and then, we ll, you know w hat 
th a t w i l l  mean.

Once again th a t old fee ling  w i l l  be com ing back to  the steel­
w orkers, th a t old fee lin g  o f desperation, th a t fee lin g  w h ich  shouts 
in  the m iddle o f you r b ra in , “ W hat are you go ing to do? Y o u ’ve GOT 
to  have m ore money, and you C A N ’T  ge t it .  You can’t  ge t an outside 
job. You w ork  on d iffe re n t s h ifts , so you can’t  hold another job w ith  
th is  one . . . and besides, there a ren ’t  any o the r jobs to  get. W ha t 
happened to la s t week’s check? I t 's  gone a lready. How can you w a it 
u n t il payday fo r  the next one? How  about the de n tis t?  Y ou r tee th  
are ro t t in g  in  you r m outh. So the y  ache, so w h a t?  D entis ts  cost 
money. H ow  about the  doctor? How about insurance? W hat about 
th a t threadbare coat th a t you r w ife  has been w e aring  too long  a l­
ready? Y ou ’ve GOT to  ge t some more money, bu t how can you 
P O S S IB LY  ge t i t ? ”

Yes, I  fee l p re tty  pessim istic about go ing back on five days, down 
to  five days’s pay w ith  prices the w ay the y  arc  now. B u t m y  gloom  
isn ’t  as deep as th a t o f some o f the  fe llow s, because I  rea lize th a t 
the fu tu re  o f the w orkers is no t as b lack as some o f them  th in k . 
You see, they haven’t  a n y th in g  to  hang on to, no t ju s t yet.

As fo r  me, I  know, re a lly  K N O W , th a t day by day the w orkers 
as a whole are com ing to rea lize more and more th a t they as a class 
m ust re ly  on themselves alone. A t  every union convention th a t comes 
up, there is  a f ig h t  about the no -s tr ike  pledge. I t  wasn’t  th is  way 
even one year ago. These boys are beg inn ing to learn .

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitan t

Pioneer Publishers
116 U N IV E R S ITY  PLACE  

N EW  YORK 3, N . Y.

OCTOBER 13, 1934
S P A IN  —  M iners  in  A s tu ria s  s t i l l  ba ttled  fro m  th e ir  m ountain 

barricades, as the  sem i-fasc is t reg im e o f L e rro u x  and G il 
Robles used land and a ir  forces to  crush the in c ip ien t revo lt. 
“ The ve ry  fa c t th a t the w orkers  have fo u g h t so v a lia n tly  in 
sp ite  o f the confusion caused by the lack o f a t r u ly  un ited 
leadership, undoubtedly indicates th a t G il Robles w i l l  s t i l l  
have much to contend w ith  before he can consolidate a d ic­
ta to rsh ip ,”  said The M ilita n t.

The M il ita n t  continued: “ The revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  capable 
o f g iv in g  L e n in in is t leadership was conspicuous by its  absence. 
The Socia lis t P a rty  . . . has dem onstrated its  incapacity  to 
fu l f i l l  th is  necessary ro le  . . . ( i t )  called fo r  the tra n s fo rm a tio n  
o f the general s tr ik e  in to  a general assault fo r  power at 
precise ly the tim e  when the enemy, flushed by a series o f 
p a rtia l v ic to ries  over the w orkers, would be best able to defeat 
the as yet im p e rfe c tly  un ited w o rk in g  class. The in a b ility  to 
w in  over any appreciable section o f the armed forces is an­
o ther in d ica tion  o f the lack o f serious p repa ra tion .”  The 
analysis concluded w ith  an exp lanation  o f the grea test task  
fo r  the fu tu re , the consolidation o f an organized, fu n c tio n in g  
un ited f r o n t  to  prepare fo r  the  ba ttles  s t i l l  im pending.

S A N  F R A N C IS C O — U nder pressure o f the demand o f the w orkers 
fo r  in d u s tr ia l un ionism , the leadership o f the Am erican 
Federation o f Labor a t its  convention was compelled to make 
a s ig n ifica n t concession. A f te r  long  discussions in  the  reso lu­
tions com m ittee, i t  accepted the Lew is p lan o f so-called ve rtica l 
unions— in d u s tr ia l un ions— fo r  the  autom obile, a lum inum  and 
cement industries, w ith  the prov iso  th a t in  no o ther industries 
would c ra f t  un ion p re rogatives be in te rfe red  w ith .
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f ths 

world p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w orld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rna l 

counter-revo lu tion , is the 

most im p o rtan t do ty o f 

e v e r y  class-conscions 

worker.
— LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed 

by the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov­
ernment but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

3. Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vigil­
ante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

9. The defense of the Soviet Union 
against imperialist attack.

Trotskyism Advances
Evidence of the v ita lity  and continued growth 

of the Trotskyist movement, on an international 
scale, may be seen in this issue of The M ilitan t. 
Two weeks ago we reported the planting of the 
Trotskyist banner in Italy. This week we are able 
to furnish information testifying to the growing 
influence of Trotskyism in India and in Great 
Britain.

It is highly significant that this information, 
in the case of both countries, centers on the perse­
cution of the Trotskyists by the ruling class. The 
vicious hounding of the Indian Trotskyists reflects 
the fear which animates the British usurpers in 
India as they observe the rising tide of the great 
liberation movement of the Indian workers,and 
peasants. In Great Britain, the courts of the capi­
talist ruling class, acting under pressure of the 
labor movement, have been compelled to quash 
the sentences imposed on four Trotskyist leaders

Great Britain is the classic home of capitalism. 
India is the classic imperialist colony. That T ro t­
skyism, with its program o f socialist revolution, 
has taken firm  root in these two countries and 
makes its way among ever broader masses of the 
toilers, is testimony to its historic rightness. I t  ex­
presses accurately the interests and aspirations of 
all toiling humanity which is searching for a way 
out of the morass of war and hunger.

In the first years of the present imperialist con­
flic t, the Trotskyist movement in most countries 
consisted of comparatively small cadres of devoted 
revolutionary Marxists. Though armed with a 
tried and tested program, the hypnosis and repres­
sion of war, marked by the virtual suspension of 
the class struggle of the workers, prevented its 
rapid growth.

Today, in Europe and Asia, the masses are.mov­
ing once more to the battle-lines of the class strug­
gle and the socialist revolution. Inseparably con­
nected with the masses, the Trotskyist movement 
is growing and moving forward. Its rise is a re­
flection of the rising tide of revolution.

In the period ahead the revolutionary movement 
of the masses in a ll leading countries w ill develop

in a wide and stormy sweep. Trotskyism w ill be­
come a mighty force. Under the banner o f the 
Fourth International the toilers of all lands w ill 
battle their way to the Socialist future.

George Bil|
W ith ruthless contempt for the needs of the 

American masses and utter subservience to the in­
terests of the big business plutocracy, W all Street’s 
Democratic-Republican coalition in Congress has 
shoved through and Roosevelt has signed the 
George "Demobilization”  Bill.

The specific measures of this law make it dear 
that the capitalist ruling class is determined in the 
coming period to raise up a “ reserve”  army of des­
perate, hungry unemployed; to launch a major 
offensive against union standards and the labor 
movement; to preserve its profits by looting the 
public treasury and stealing the vast industrial 
plant now owned by the government and paid for 
by the people.

Above all, the adoption of this “ master plan”  
of Wall Street by the united pack o f capitalist 
politicians, from Roosevelt on down, once more 
sharply demonstrates that the security of labor, the' 
working farmers and the impoverished lower mid­
dle class is dependent upon the achievement of la­
bor’s own program, designed to serve the inter­
ests of the working masses and uncompromisingly 
opposed to the predatory schemes of the parasitical 
bankers and bosses.

The keystone of that program must be JOBS 
FOR ALL. Against the “ Share-the-Starvation”  
plan of W all Street and its government, organized 
labor must fight for:

1. The 30-hour week with no reduction in 
weekly pay;

2. A broad program of government public 
works, slum elimination, low-cost housing, schools, 
hospitals, etc., to provide work for all unemployed 
at trade union wage standards;

3. The immediate nationalization and operation 
under workers control of all government plants, for 
the production of goods necessary for the people.

These demands— among the minimum which la­
bor must realize to ensure even a measure of de­
cent living standards and security— can be achiev­
ed, however, only i f  labor has its own political in­
strument w ith which to fight uncompromisingly 
against all the political agents and parties of capi­
talism. The indispensable political weapon for the 
well-being of the working class is the independent 
labor party, based upon the trade unions and free 
of all capitalist taint or influence.

Red-Baiting
Red-baiting is a type of provocation and incite­

ment which the boss class and their political agents 
have used against the m ilitant labor movement ever 
since its inception. This reactionary weapon is used 
to whip up hysteria against the working class.

It is in periods when the workers rise in m ilitant 
struggle against their exploiters that the red-baiters 
are most active. By dragging the "red herring” 
across the tra il, they attempt to obscure the real 
issues over which the workers are struggling, name­
ly, wages, hours, and working conditions.

Thus it is today. The American workers are up 
in arms against the no-strike pledge. They are in 
open rebellion against the wage-freeze and the 
run-arounds of the War Labor Board. Increasing 
numbers are turning their backs on the capitalist 
political parties and moving toward the formation 
of a real party of labor, an independent Labor 
Party.

In this situation the red-baiters, serving the 
d irty  purposes of the capitalist bosses, are busily 
at work. In the labor movement some years ago 
the Communist Party was the principal target of 
the red-baiters, for its members were the most 
m ilitant and advanced section of the labor move­
ment. Today by their owm admission the Stalinists 
are the enemies of Communism. Their leaders are 
venal agents o f the reactionary Stalinist bureauc­
racy which rules in the Soviet Union.

The fire of the red-baiters is now first of all 
directed against the Trotskyists, inheritors and con- 
tinuators of the revolutionary traditions of Com­
munism. The Trotskyists stand in the van of the 
workers’ movement. Single mindedly they defend 
the interests of the workers against the bosses and 
strive to lead the working class in struggle against 
capitalism— for socialism.

The Stalinists, on the other hand, have today 
become the spearhead of boss-class reaction in the 
ranks of labor, open defenders of W all Street, 
traitors to the working class. In consistency with 
this role they stand in the front ranks o f the red- 
baiters and spit their venom at the Trotskyist 
champions of labor.

Wherever the vwkers engage in m ilitant strug­
gle against the bosses to maintain or better their 
conditions, the Stalinists and their yellow press 
howl that the strike has been “ engineered”  by the 
Trotskyists. Playing all the variations of the red- 
baiters’ theme, they v ilify , slander and defame 
their revolutionay opponents, incite to lynch action 
against all m ilitant workers, and call upon the 
authorities to clap them in jail.

In the mouths o f the lying Stalinists every labor 
m ilitant is ipso facto a “ Trotskyist,”  just as in the 
mouths of the old-time red-baiters he was a “ Com­
munist.”  This is the essence of the method of the 
red-baiters, the method by which he attempts to 
confuse the workers, prejudice them against union 
militants, and hound them from the ranks.

Red-baiting is a weapon o f reaction. By means 
of it the Stalinists serve the aim of the exploiters 
in dividing and weakening the working class. These 
scoundrelly tools of the bosses must be exposed 
for what they are; red-baiters— 1944 model.

The columns are open to tbe opinions of the readers of The M ilitan t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. —  Editor.

I Steel Wage Delay
E d ito r:

A f te r  nine m onths o f delay, 
the steel w orkers case is s t i l l  be­
ing  kicked around by the govern­
m ent agencies in  W ashington. 
T h is  delay is being supported by 
the re fusa l o f the labor lieu ten­
ants to take a m il ita n t stand and 
rescind the no -s trike  pledge.

A f te r  the  W LB panel heard 
volumes o f words, i t  .hatched a 
few  find ings. The m ain  one was 
tha t the cost o f l iv in g  has gone 
up between 25 and 43 percent—  
a F A C T  E V E R Y  W O R KER  
K N E W . T h is  panel made no re ­
commendations to  the W L B  to 
whom i t  gave the facts.

The OPA, anotner one o f the 
governm ent agencies, w h ich has 
been co n tro llin g  prices fo r  the 
benefit o f the b ig  boys, in jected 
its e l f  in to  the dehate by showing 
th a t the ho u rly  wage rates could 
be raised w ith o u t an increase in 
steel prices. T h is  would be un­
der the condition th a t the raise 
would take e ffect when the w o rk ­
ers would go on the 40 hour week. 
T h is  proposal would mean th a t 
the w orkers would take a 10 to 
20 percent w eekly wage cut. I t  
would also mean th a t the w o rk ­
ers would get no back pay as 
they have been w o rk in g  the 48 
hour week and would not be en­
t it le d  to any re troac tive  pay.

To add to  th is  barrage o f a n ti­
union pressure, James Byrne's, 
the economic s tab ilize r, re ite r­
ates th a t we m ust “ hold the lin e ”  
as in the past.

Th is game o f s ta llin g  u n til the 
European w a r ceases o r eases— 
when cut-backs w il l  'be  over 40 
percent and several m illio n  
w orkers w i l l  be disemployed —  is 
causing g rea t d is illus ionm ent 
among the workers in th e ir  lead­
ership. T h is  delay is supported

and made possible on ly because 
o f the actions o f the collabora­
tio n is t leadership o f the unions 
headed by M urra y .

When M u rra y  says tha t the 
workers “ could not and w ill not 
be asked to to le ra te ”  any delay 
in  the se ttlem ent o f th e ir  de­
mands, he but s trives to  foo l the 
w orkers fu r th e r . H is record o f 
f ly in g  fro m  one convention to 
the o ther to suppress the demands 
o f the m ilita n t w orkers against 
the no -s trike  po licy stands to 
prove th a t he is not w illin g  to 
f ig h t i t  ou t w ith  the steel barons.

The m il ita n t  w orkers in  steel, 
as w e ll as the w orkers  in  gen­
era l, are los ing th e ir  confidence 
in  th e ir  leadership. They w il l  
fo rge  a new leadership in  the 
com ing period th a t w i l l  adopt 
a m il ita n t  and independent class 
po licy instead o f the po licy o f 
class co llabora tion . Th is new 
leadership w i l l  have to  break 
w ith  the tw o  old boss parties 
and launch a cam paign fo r  an 
independent labo r p a rty  based on 
the unions. B y th is  means the 
w orkers w i l l  be able to pose d i­
re c tly  w hat sha ll be done in the 
period when mass unem ploym ent 
sets in.

A rm ed w ith  a program  th a t 
w ill meet the needs o f the w o rk ­
ers to find secu rity  and happiness, 
and backing up th is  program  
w ith  a m il ita n t  independent pol­
icy on the economic and po litica l 
fron ts , the steel w orkers w ill be 
able to  settle  accounts w ith  the 
steel barons.

A. N.
Youngstown, Ohio

Correction
E d ito r:

The a rtic le  in  la s t week’s issue 
on “ Background o f the  Revolu­
tio n a ry  S itua tion  in  F rance”  con-

ta ins  a fac tua l e rro r. The govern­
ment o f P ie rre  Lava l did no t cap i­
tu la te  before the show o f Fascist 
force on F eb ru a ry  6, 1934, as the 
a rtic le  states. M. Edouard D a la­
d ie r was P rem ier a t the  tim e . H is  
governm ent gave w ay to  the Fas­
c is t a ttack  and was replaced by 
the sem i-bonapartis t reg im e  o f 
Gaston Doumergue.

F ra n k  Lawrence

Praises Article
E d ito r:

I  read and reread w ith  de­
l ig h t  the a rtic le  w r it te n  b y  a 
N egro w o rke r who recen tly  
jo ined the T ro ts k y is t p a r ty  
th a t appeared in  The M il ita n t  
o f Oct. 7 in  the  co lum n on 
“ The N egro  S trug g le .”

I t  was b e a u tifu lly  w r it te n  
and po rtrayed  ve ry  v iv id ly , the 
heightened, exa lted fee lin g  a 
w o rke r (colored o r w h ite ) ex­
periences when a f te r  a hard 
and prolonged inne r s trugg le , 
he f in a lly  succeeds in  b reak­
ing  th rou gh  the m ounta ins o f 
lies and hypocrisy and age-old 
pre judices w h ich  confuse and 
weigh so heav ily  on the m inds 
o f present-day s u ffe r in g  hu ­
m an ity . W h a t vas t freedom  
gained! Yes, in  our epoch, the 
h ighest peak o f hum an cu ltu re  
can be reached on ly by class 
conscious revo lu tion is ts .

I  am o n ly  a fra id  th a t m any 
readers (especia lly the  new 
ones) m ig h t have missed th is  
f in e  a rtic le  e ith e r because they  
d idn ’t  acquire the  h a b it o f 
read ing “ The N egro  S tru g g le ”  
colum n or fo r  some o ther rea­
sons. M ay I  the re fo re  suggest 
th a t the  ed ito rs re p r in t th is  
a rtic le  a t some approp ria te  oc­
casion and ca ll the a tte n tio n  
o f its  readers to  i t .

H . G.
N ew  Y o rk

C U B A
T e s tify in g  to  the g ro w in g  in ­

fluence o f T ro tsky ism , tw o  cand­
idates o f the W orkers ’ Revolu­
tio n a ry  P a rty , T ro ts k y is t o rgan­
iza tion  in  Cuba, received 1,560 
votes in  a w rite - in  cam paign fo r  
m ayor and councilm an a t Guan­
tanam o la s t June.

Accord ing to  the p a rty  organ, 
Revolución P ro le ta ria , the  cam­
paign was conducted in  an im pov­
erished w o rk in g  - class section 
where a la rge  percentage o f the 
w orkers cannot read o r w rite . 
They can vote on ly  when i t  is 
possible fo r  them to m ark a prep­
ared ba llo t paper w ith  a cross. 
I t  is believed th a t the T ro ts k y is t 
vote would have been much la rg ­
e r i f  the p a rty  had been able to  
secure a reg u la r place on the 
ba llo t.

C H IL E
Here, loo. T ro tsky ism  is a 

g row ing  movement. A  new 
branch o f Ihe W orkers ’ Len in is t 
League was form ed recently  in 
the c ity  o f C h ilian , according to 
the A ugust 15 issue o f Lucha 
O brera, Chilean T ro ts k y is t pa­
per. The new branch consists 
o f experienced revo lu tion is ts , 
fo rm e r members o f the Commun­
is t and Socia list parties, a ll ac­
tive  in the trade «union move­
ment. The W L L  also reports 
s ig n if ic a n t membership ga ins in  
Santiago, the cap ita l, and a t 
Nunoa.
PER U

A  general s tr ik e  broke ou t in 
Peru the la s t week in September, 
according to a dispatch to the 
N. Y. T im es fro m  Panama. W hile  
the num ber o f pa rtic ipan ts  was 
not stated, the b r ie f rep o rt said 
th a t the s tr ik e  was in p ro test 
against the h igh cost o f liv in g  
resu ltin g  fro m  in fla tio n  and was 
accompanied by dem onstrations 
o f workers demanding re lie f.

B E L G IU M
W hile  the Am erican censorship 

m ain ta ins a b lackout o f news 
fro m  “ libe ra ted ”  Belg ium  and all 
bu t m il ita ry  correspondents are 
s t i l l  barred from  Brussels, the 
B r it is h  press gives an in k lin g  o f 
w ha t has been happening in th a t 
coun try  the past month, since the 
re tu rn  to  the cap ita l o f  the Bel­
g ian  governm ent-in -ex ile . The 
s t i l l  hazy pa tte rn  is a fa m ilia r  
one.

The M anchester Guardian o f 
Sept. 15 reveals th a t the  f irs t 
problem given a tten tion  by the 
governm ent was the d isa rm ing  
o f the pa rtisan  bands which res­
isted the Nazis d u rin g  the Ger­
man occupation o f the country.

“ In a ll libera ted countries,”  
w rote the paper's m il ita ry  cor­
respondent in  London, “ there is an

obvious danger th a t arm s whicht*)- 
have ceased to  be necessary 
aga inst the Germans m ay in  some 
hands menace the secu rity  o f the 
c iv ilia n  com m unity and add to 
the d ifficu ltie s  o f m a in ta in in g  o r­
der.”

The “ security  o f the c iv ilia n  
com m un ity”  means, ju s t as in the 
case o f I ta ly  and France, the 
secu rity  o f ca p ita lis t ro le  which 
is menaced by the arm ed masses 
who are determ ined th a t they w ill 
not p e rm it the ou tlived  and re ­
ac tiona ry  c a p ita lis t o rder to  su r­
vive. The Belgian partisans have 
fou gh t and sacrificed themselves 
to the old system o f c a p ita lis t 
s lavery w ith  its  unem ploym ent 
and hunger.

B u t the masses are not p re­
pared to subm it. The S ta lin is t 
paper in Brussels, reports  the 
London Observer, procla im s th a t 
the Belg ian people “ do no t w ant 
to go back to  the old  order, as 
i f  no th ing  had changed.”  They 
are opposed to the re tu rn  o f the 
m onarchy and do n o t in tend to 
d isarm  as long as the old reac­
tio n a ry  ro y a lis t-c a p ita lis t clique 
rem ains in power.

PO R TU G A L
In  P ortuga l, as in  so many 

o ther European countries, the 
masses are s t ir r in g  restlessly. A l­
though fo rm a lly  a neu tra l as be­
tween the A x is  and the A ng lo - 
A m erican w a r camps, P o rtu g a l’s

Class Solidarity
W a ll Street, and London 

bankers have ju s t in tervened 
w ith  pleas fo r  clemency fo r  
Vincenzo A zzo lin i, fo rm e r gov­
ernor o f the Bank o f I ta ly ,  who 
is go ing  on t r ia l  th is  week 
charged w ith  co llabora ting  
w ith  the N azis and tu rn in g  
over 117 tons o f h is bank’s gold 
to  them . Resentm ent o f the 
I ta lia n  masses is run n ing  so 
h igh  aga inst A z z o lin i and the 
o ther c a p ita lis t co llabora to rs 
th a t even elements lik e  Count 
C arlo  S forza have been com­
pelled to  speak o u t aga inst 
these “ e ffo r ts  fro m  abroad to  
in te rfe re  w ith  I ta lia n  ju s tice .”

The A m erican  and B r it is h  
w o rkers  can lea rn  fro m  th is  
exam ple o f the  in te rn a tio n a l 
class s o lid a rity  o f the  ca p ita l­
is ts  how w orkers everywhere 
m ust also jo in  hands in  defense 
o f th e ir  class in te rests  against 
w orld  cap ita lism .

ined to do its  du ty  in f ig h tin g  
wherever i t  m ay be necessary to 
defend our na tiona l honor and 
w ith in  the coun try , in smashing 
any a tte m p t th a t m ay threa ten 
the na tion ’s rev iva l, upset public 
order, o r a ttack  the p rinc ip les 
and achievements o f the na tiona l 
revo lu tion .

, „ , These words o f w a rn in g  and
economy has been pro found ly  a f - , lh re a l are c le 3 rly  d ie t e d  aga inst
fected by the w ar. The masses 
have been plunged in to  condi­
tions o f appa lling  m isery.

The reactionary  d ic ta to r ia l 
governm ent o f Salazar, close a lly  
o f B r it is h  im peria lism , is wob­
b ling  unstead ily  lik e  the bloody 
Franco reg im e in ne ighboring  
Spain.

“ T roub le is b rew ing  in P o rtu ­
ga l,”  the London T ribune  re p o rt­
ed Sept. 10. “ A  r ig id  censorship 
— more r ig id  a lm ost than  th a t 
o f any o ther na tion  — prevents 
the leakage o f news unfavorable 
to D ic ta to r Salazar. Y e t the re-

the popu lar masses who are ge t­
t in g  ready to  ove rth row  the Sa­
laza r d ic ta to rsh ip . A s the  T r i ­
bune repo rts : “ One o f the th ings  
amiss in P ortuga l is the people’s 
desire fo r  freedom  and the ru th ­
less suppression o f th is  desire by 
the d ic ta to rsh ip . A no the r th in g  
amiss is the people's hunger and 
m isery.”

A U S T R IA
Swiss reports  picked! up last 

week by the London rad io dec­
lared tha t up ris ings aga inst the 
Nazis had broken out in Vienna

cent resh u ffle  o f his governm ent i and o ther pa rts  o f A u s tria . In 
and the speeches made by the | the in d u s tr ia l d is tr ic t  o f S teyr, 
new ly-appointed m in is te rs  c lea rly  workers were on s tr ik e  and car- 
indicate th a t som eth ing is a foo t vy ing ou t considerable sabotage, 
o f which we are no t allowed to  The Nazis, i t  was stated, are us- 
learn the de ta ils .”  ing s te rn  repressive measures

The paper states tha t most o f | and there have been "casua lties 
the New Cabinet members are and a rrests .”  
com para tive ly  young men, and In  f ig h tin g  now aga ins t the 
include a num ber o f officers who Nazis the A u s tr ia n  masses dis- 
won Salazar’s fa vo r “ th rough the I Prove the ly in g  innuendo o f 
ruthlessness”  w ith  which they j.E isenhower and the Moscow- 
suppressed s trikes  and o ther sang th a t they ever supported the
m anifesta tions o f popu lar unrest 
las t year.

The new W a r M in is te r, Col.' 
Ferdinando Santos da Costa, in  an 
address to his m in is te r ia l s ta ff,  
said : “ I  can prom ise the country 
th a t the A rm y  is f irm ly  determ -

Nazi ty ra n n y  o f which they were 
the v ic tim s. They fo u g h t to  
preven t the Nazis fro m  com ing 
to power and they  have w aited 
long years fo r  an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
free themselves fro m  its  b ru ta l 
yoke.

Admiral Claims Profiteer 
Shipowners Are ‘Abused’

Vice A d m ira l E m ory S. Land, W ar S h ipp ing A d ­
m in is tra to r, who once declared th a t “ a ll un ion organ­
izers should be shot a t sunrise,”  has a bleeding heart 
fo r the down-trodden steamship p lu tocra ts who have 
“ kept 'em m oving”  w ith  the “ blood, sweat and tears”  
of the m erchant seamen.

Speaking before a noon-day crowd from  the steps 
o f the Customs House in  New Y o rk  recently , A d m ira l 
Land called the steam ship opera tors “ the m ost abused 
o f a ll industries .”  The w 'orthy A d m ira l, who divides 
his energies between hand ing over lush contracts to 
the sh ipp ing companies and a tte m p tin g  to  p u t the 
k n ife  in to  the union r ig h ts  o f the seamen, d id  no t 
e laborate on the na ture  o f the “ abuse”  to w h ich the 
steam ship m oguls have been subjected.

The ship operators, w ith  the d irec t connivance of 
A d m ira l Land and the M aritim e  Commission, have 
been “ abused”  to tbe extent of ru n n in g  np w a r pro fits 
in some instances to several thousand per cent of 
pre-war “ earnings.”  Last M arch, Senator A iken  
placed in  the Congressional Record a s ta rt lin g  expos­
ure of the pro fits  of the steamship lines (See The 
M ilita n t,  A p r i l 15, 1944). He charged:

“ An in ves tig a tion  would reveal th a t unconscionable 
p ro fits  have been made th rough  the paym ent by the 
Commission fo r  alm ost w orth less vessels a t 13 to  16 
tim es th e ir  lega l va lua tion . Inves tiga tions  would 
fu r th e r  reveal th a t ships have been sunk a t sea w hich 
were insured as h igh as 64 tim es th e ir  lega l va lua tion  
as determ ined by the M a ritim e  Commission its e lf.”

A  typ ica l case recited by A iken was the “ 81 vessels 
chartered to ca rry  lend-lease to the Red Sea.”  They 
made a to ta l of 90 voyages “ and the p ro fit on these 
voyages amounted to $26,874,186.70, o r about three 
tim es the value o f the vessels themselves.”  P ity  
the “ most abused”  sh ip  owners!

Corporation Black Market 
Revealed By Legislators

We read a lo t about the black m arket and occasional 
arrests o f two-bit racketeers se lling  illega l gas cou­
pons or engaging in  s im ila r  s m a ll-fry  operations. B ut 
the real black m arket, in v o lv in g  i l l i c i t  pro fits  on a 
g ia n t scale, is  be ing engaged in  by the  “ le g itim a te  
businessmen,”  th a t is, the big corporations.

No less a g ia n t in d u s tr ia l en terprise than the F ire ­
stone T ire  and Rubber Company has been cited by 
the O ffice o f P rice  A d m in is tra tio n  fo r  a large-scale 
black m arke t venture in tires . The facts were b rough t 
to l ig h t  recently  in  the Senate by Senator W agner 
o f New Y ork .

I t  seems th a t the F irestone in terests, no t satisfied 
w ith  the m onum ental p ro fits  the y  have been e x tra c tin g  
through w a r orders, have been supp ly ing  th e ir  dealers 
w ith  b ig  quan tities  o f “ h o t”  t ire s  th ro u g h  the  use o f 
illega l- certificates.

A no ther example of c r im in a l practices was cited 
by Congressman Cochran of M issouri, who reported 
the disclosure o f a d a iry  specia list of the M issouri 
Departm ent o f A g ric u ltu re  tha t some of the b ig  d a iry  
in te rests  were p ro v id in g  watered m ilk  to  the  a rm y . 
“ The governm ent pays subsidies on a pound ra the r 
than a b u tte r fa t  basis. Thus, the more w a te r in  the 
m ilk , the b igger the check.”

There was scarcely a word in the big'busine-.s press 
about the c r im in a l ac tiv itie s  o f such a r ich  corpora­
tion  as F irestone. B ut when a rm y supp ly o ffic ia ls  
claim ed a shortage o f tire s  fo r  m ilita ry  purposes a 
couple o f m onths ago— shortages due in  pa rt to  the 
s iphoning o f f  o f rubber supplies in the fo rm  o f “ ho t”  
t ire s — a slanderous how l was raised about the A k ron  
rubber w orkers “ s low ing up production.”

Ford Aide Helped Finance 
Fascist Gerald L. K. Smith

W h a t class does fascism  serve? W ho provides the  
resources fo r the fascist movements? F ro n  w ha t 
group docs the real th rea t o f fascism in  A m erica  
come?

A pa rtia l answer to these bu rn ing  questions was 
revealed last week by Gerald L . K. S m ith , fuehre r of 
the fascist A m erica  F ir s t  Party, in  his te: tiin o n y  
before the W hite  House Campaign Expend itures Com­
m ittee.

L a bo r-ba iting , red -b a itin g  an ti-S em ite  S m ith  d is­
closed th a t one of h is financia l sponsors was H a rry  
Bennett. H enry  Ford 's right-hand man

In 1939, Bennett slipped th is  would-be Am erican 
H it le r  $2,000 to finance his an ti-un ion  propaganda over 
the rad io  as pa rt o f the Ford cam paign to  prevent 
un ion iza tion  o f the huge R ive r Rouge p lan ts . B ennett 
also provided S m ith  w ith  in troductions to o ther au to­
m otive in d u s try  b ig  shots

A t th a t tim e Sm ith  had recently  a rrived  in  D e tro it 
fo llow ing  his $650 per week career as a ch ie f lieu ten ­
an t of Lou is iana d ic ta to r Huey Long. Bennett, of 
course, tries  to exp la in now th a t “ I  do not support 
Sm ith  s p o lit ic a l be lie fs." H is  money was provided 
Sm ith  fo r the purposes “ o n ly " of fig h tin g  “ com m un­
ism and labor racketeering."

_ By "com m unism  and labor racketeering”  Bennett 
means and m eant the  le g itim a te  organ iza tion  o f the  
Ford w orkers in to  a union of th e ir  own choosing. 
Ford fought un ion ism  fo r years w ith  h is  storm  
troopers, called the "Service Departm ent,”  the largest 
p riva te  armed force in  the world.

I t  is  In te resting  to note th a t H it le r  and M ussolin i 
also g o t th e ir  s ta r t  on funds  provided b y  the  b ig  
cap ita lis ts , n o t fo r  “ p o lit ic a l purposes,”  m in d  you, 
but to figh t “ communism and labor racketeering.”  
That, is, fo r  s trikeb rea k ing  and sm ashing labor unions 
and parties.

The tru th  is, th a t the h ire lin g  demagogues, like  
S m ith , are financed precisely to  c a rry  ou t the main 
po litica l purpose o f the bosses them selves: the 
crush ing o f the organized labor movement, the destruc­
tion  o f a ll dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the w o rk in g  class, the 
establishm ent o f naked ca p ita lis t d ic ta to rsh ip . T ha t 
is w hy the Bennetts today finance the fasc is ts— and 
why tom orrow , when the ca p ita lis t class o f Am erica  
finds i t  necessary, m any m ore b ig  cap ita lis ts  w i l l  be 
pouring  funds in to  the na tive  fasc is t movement.


