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British Strike 
Leader Salutes
Fight O f The 18
Links Churchill's Persecution of English 
Trotskyists With Roosevelt#s Jailing of 18

W illiam  Davy, former secretary of the Tyne Apprentices 
Guild and an oustanding leader of the great apprentice strike in 
England last spring against forced labor in the mines, has 
addressed a letter to the American Trotskyist movement ex­
pressing his solidarity with the 18 imprisoned Trotskyists in the 
Minneapolis Labor Case and1̂  
with the 4 British Trotskyist
leaders recently railroaded to 
prison for supporting the strug­
gle of the young English work­
ers.

H is le tte r, which we reproduce 
in  fu l l  below', expresses the r is in g  
s p ir it  o f w ork ing-c lass m ilita n c y  
in  Eng land and describes the in ­
creasing awareness among the ad­
vanced sections o f B r it is h  labor 
o f the leading ro le  o f the T ro t­
sky is ts  in the s trugg le  fo r  w o rk ­
ing-class em ancipation. D a v y  
w r ite s :

“ The recent h is to ric  t r ia l  o f 
Jock Haston, Roy Tearse, Heaton 
Lee and Ann Keen has created 
w idespread in te rest am ongst the 
en tire  B r it is h  w o rk in g  class.

“ F o r the f irs t  tim e the B rit is h  
T ro tsky is ts  have had the oppor­
tu n ity  o f appearing before the 
masses and p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  th e ir  
p rogram  and ideals, and, in spite 
o f the  lim ita t io n  imposed by a 
bourgeois cou rt and the d is to r­
tions  o f the bourgeois press, ob­
ta in in g  a sym pathetic  hearing.

T Y N E  A P P R E N T IC E S

“ The m ost sym pathetic  section 
o f the  B r it is h  w orkers is the 
apprentices who pa rtic ipa ted  in 
the recent s tr ik e  against the in fa ­
mous ‘Kevin  P it  B a llo t Scheme.’ 
These apprentices, who have had 
b itte r  experiences w ith  the ro le 
being- played by the trade union 
bureaucracy and the treacherous 
Com m unist P a rty , the elements 
who betrayed them in th e ir  s tru g ­
gle, now look upon the T ro ts k y is t 
movement w ith  a t ru s t fu l respect 
which was non-existent before the 
t r ia l .

“ T h is  in te re s t is no t confined 
on ly  to the B r it is h  T ro ts k y is t 
movement, bu t extends tow ard 
the  movement in A m erica  and as 
a consequence a lin k  has now

been established between the fa ­
mous M inneapolis T r ia l and the 
Newcastle T r ia l.  James Cannon 
is looked upon in  the same lig h t  
as Jock Haston, and the brand 
o f the bourgeoisie has been iden­
tified  as be ing the same in  both 
cases; im prisonm en t fo r  cham­
p ion ing  the cause o f the la bo ring  
masses.

“ A r is in g  out o f th is  new ly cre-

(Continued on page 2)

UAW Publicizes 
Pardon Demands

The September 1 issue o f the 
U n ited  A utom obile  W orker, o f­
fic ia l weekly organ o f the 
U A W -C IO , carries a fron t-page 
account o f the hundreds o f 
union reso lutions supporting  
the pardon appeals o f the 18 
im prisoned T ro tsky is ts  p re­
sented on A ug . 2 to the P res i­
den tia l Pardon A u th o r ity  in  
W ashington.

I t  describes the S m ith  “ Gag”  
Act under which the 18 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  and 
M inneapolis T ru ckd rivc rs  Local 
544 - C IO  leaders were r a i l­
roaded to prison as “ the f irs t  
Federal s ta tu te  in over 100 
years to  make the mere ex­
pression o f op in ion a Federal 
crim e.”

“ More than 50 locals o f the 
U A W -C IO  are among the o r­
ganizations u rg in g  th e ir  re ­
lase,”  states the paper. “ O ther 
unions who jo ined in the p e ti­
tions include the T e x tile  W o rk ­
ers Un ion o f A m erica, C IO ; 
U n ited R eta il, W holesale and 
D epartm ent S tore Employes, 
C IO ; United T ransp o rt Service 
Em ployes, CIO, and the In ­
te rna tion a l Ladies G arm ent 
W orkers Union, A F L .”

Armed Struggle Of French Masses 
Arouses Fears Of Allied Rulers
Legislators Slash 
Proposed Benefits 
To Aid Jobless

By A rt Preis
A m ajority of pro-Roosevelt 

Democrats together with the 
Republicans in the House, 
having first passed an Ad­
ministration-sponsored measure 
ensuring "disposal”  of $75 b il­
lion worth o f "surplus”  govern­
ment property to the monopo­
lists, last week turned their at­
tention to pushing through 
legislation guaranteeing in­
security and mass hunger for 
the American working class in 
the coming period.

As a f irs t  step in  adopting a 
B ig  Business p rogram  to  impose 
s ta rva tio n  conditions on the un­
employed, the House W ays and 
Means Com m ittee proceeded to 
“ sw ing the axe,”  as even the cap­
ita l is t  press described it ,  upon 
the reac tiona ry  George B ill,  
which had been passed by the 
Senate. - I t  ru th le ss ly  s truck  
fro m  th a t measure every one o f 
its  few  provis ions w h ich had even 
a h in t o f lib e ra lity .

S LA S H  B IL L

In  secret session, the com m it­
tee members slashed fro m  the 
George “ P os t-W ar S ta rva tio n ”  
B il l its  clauses p ro v id ing  unem ­
ploym ent insurance fo r  m illions 
o f governm ent w orkers in  arse­
nals and shipyards, governm ent 
tra in in g  to  re f it  w a r w orkers fo r  
peacetime jobs, tra n sp o rta tio n  ex­
penses fo r  discharged w a r w o rk ­
ers re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  home towns 
fo r  w ork . In  addition, the Con­
gressional agents o f W a ll S treet 
even e lim inated a prov is ion fo r  a 
D epartm ent o f Labor study on 
the proposal fo r  an annual wage 
system  in  in d u s try  and reduced 
the li fe  o f the b ill fro m  tw o to  
one years.

In te n t on m a in ta in in g  condi­
tions o f mass insecu rity  and m is-

<s>

“Democratic” Tailors to His Majesty

(Continued on page 2)

Workers’ Independent Action 
Is Threat To Capitalist Rule
Anglo-American Conquerors Issue

# J

Rumanian King Deserts Nazis, 
Joins Allies To Save Regime

By R a lph Graham
Pressed by the masses of war-weary Rumanian workers and peasants who have been growing 

more and more rebellious as the victorious Red A rm y plunges deeper into Rumanian territory, 
and anxious to end up on the winning side of the war, the monarchist-capitalist-landlord gang in 
this Balkan country has thrown the dictatorial regime of Gen. Ion Antonescu into the discard 
and set up a new government. Its first steps have been to repudiate the alliance with the Axis, 
accept the Allied terms of “ unconditional surrender,”  and p ro -^  
claim Rumania’s adherence to the camp of Anglo-American 
imperialism.

UAW Convention Faces Fight 
Between Ranks And Leadership

By E. Henry
The CIO U n ited  Autom obile , A ir c ra f t  and A g r ic u ltu ra l Im p le ­

m en t W orke rs  o f Am erica  is no t on ly  the  la rge s t b u t the  m ost 
dynam ic union in  the country . A ll m a jo r issues w h ich  have con fro n t­
ed A m erican labo r d u rin g  the past decade have in v a ria b ly  found 
th e ir  c learest and m ost intense expression w ith in  the U A W -C IO . 
Each o f its  conventions has m arked a m ilestone in  the  development 
o f the labo r m ovem ent as a whole.

N o  preceding convention, however, has aroused so much a tte n ­
tio n  and in te res t as the fo rthco m ing  N in th  A nn ua l Convention which 
is  to  convene on September 11 in  Grand Rapids, M ich igan. F o r th is  
convention w il l  have the d u ty  to  de libera te and provide so lu tions 
fo r  the momentous problem s and issues which have been raised to  
an acute p itch  by the developments o f the w ar and the ominous pros­
pects fa c in g  labor in  the period ahead.

The w a r has been the decisive fa c to r de te rm in ing  the recent 
course o f the U A W -C IO  and the na tu re  o f the con flic ts  w ith in  i t .  
A lo n g  w ith  the  en tire  offic ia ldom  o f the  trade  union movement, the 
leadership o f the U A W -C IO  was draw n ever closer to  Roosevelt and 
the  governm ent apparatus w ith  the approach o f the w a r. Upon 
Am erican e n try  in to  the “ shooting w a r,”  the leadership cap itu la ted to 
the  Roosevelt w a r  machine, abandoned la bo r’s independent p rogram  
and surrendered the weapons o f labor s trugg le , above a ll, the r ig h t  
to  s tr ike .

T H E  ‘E Q U A LITY  OF SACRIFICE’ PROGRAM
The disastrous consequences o f t+ic policies o f the  un ion leader­

ship became a lm ost im m ed ia te ly  fe l t  by the w orkers , and no m ore so 
than among U A W -C IO  ranks in the key w a r industries . Roosevelt 
embarked upon a program  o f eras ing such gains as double-tim e pay, 
en fo rc ing  com pulsory a rb itra t io n  th rough  governm ent agencies, in ­
trodu c in g  new methods fo r  im posing the cost o f the w a r on labor, 
in c lud in g  10 per cent w a r bond deductions and pa y -ro ll taxes. The 
corpora tions took advantage o f the “ no -s trike  pledge”  to s ta ll con­
t ra c t  negotia tions, ignore con trac t te rm s and underm ine un ion con­
d itions.

When the in it ia l d issa tis fac tion  was sha rp ly  expressed by the 
m il ita n t  auto w orkers, i t  was countered by the “ E q u a lity  o f S acrifice ”  
program , pro jected by Roosevelt and adopted by  the  un ion leaders. 
A ltho ug h  th is  p rogram  m et w ith  some ran k  and f i le  opposition, i t  
was gene ra lly  accepted as a necessary ev il. B efore v e ry  long, how­
ever, b it te r  experience began to  teach the w orkers th a t they were 
do ing a ll the sac rific ing , w h ile  the em ployers were p ilin g  up stupend­
ous w a r p ro fits .

A t  the  A u g u s t 1942 U A W  convention in  Chicago, there  were 
b it te r  p ro tests aga inst the “ E q u a lity  o f S acrifice ”  program . B u t the  
m ilita n ts  who opposed i t  e ith e r were unable to  d raw  the  necessary

p rog ram m atic  conclusions o r were no t s trong  enough to secure the 
scrapping o f the “ no -s trike  pledge.”  F u rth e r experience in  l i fe  was 
necessary before the tru e  im p lica tions  o f the phony “ equa lity  o f | o f

(•' Th is about face, executed by 
the y o u th fu l K in g  M ichael and 

| the cou rt cam arilla , has caused 
wide breaches in H it le r ’s Balkan 
fro n t. The B u lga rian  fasc is t 
governm ent o f Ivan  B agrianov 
has announced te rm in a tio n  o f its  
w a r aga inst the A llie s  and o rder­
ed the w ith d ra w a l o f a ll German 
troops fro m  the coun try  under a 
new po licy o f “ s t r ic t  n e u tra lity .”  

S im u ltaneously came reports  
widespread revo lts  by the

sacrifice ”  p rogram  could be driven  home to  the auto w orkers.
T h is  has occurred w ith  the fu r th e r  un fo ldm en t o f the ca p ita lis t 

w a r program . Roosevelt’s wage-freeze, r is in g  taxes on low  incomes, 
the green lig h t  g iven to  the p ro fite e rs  and price gougers aroused 
increasing discontent. T h is  d iscontent was m anifested a t the la s t 
U A W  convention a t B u ffa lo  in  October 1943, b u t la rg e ly  in a dis­
to rted  fash ion. The key issues o f the convention were the question 
o f “ Incentive  P ay” , the in troduc tion  o f speed-up piece w o rk  systems, 
and the s trugg le  fo r  dom ination o f the un ion ’s top  apparatus between 
the Reuther-Leonard-Thom as and the Addes-Frankensteen clique 
supported by the S ta lin is ts . There ensued an unprinc ip led  clique f ig h t  
fo r  power. R euther fu lf i l le d  his ty p ic a l ro le  o f “ le f t  cover”  fo r  the 
leadership by  channe liz ing  the m ilita n ts  in to  h is camp th rou gh  a 
verbal d isp lay  o f “ m ilita n c y ”  in opposition to  incentive pay, w h ile  he 
un ited w ith  the whole top leadership aga inst the m ilita n ts  on the 
decisive questions: support o f the no -s trike  pledge, the W a r Labor 
Board, and a fo u rth  te rm  fo r  Roosevelt.

GOVERNM ENT AND CORPORATION 
A N T I-LA B O R  D R IV E

The m ost m ilita n t tendency in  the convention, led by Mazey of 
B rig g s  Local 212, w h ile  fo rm a lly  opposing the no -s tr ike  pledge and 
ca llin g  fo r  independent labor p o lit ic a l action in  speeches, c lung to  
the Reuther caucus and fa iled  to  organize a serious s tru g g le  on these 
issues. Nevertheless, the pressure fro m  the ranks compelled the top 
leadership to  sugar-coat the b it te r  p ills  they fed the delegates. V i r ­
tu a lly  every m a jo r reso lu tion and proposal was wrapped in  “ m il i­
ta n t”  phrase-m ongering.

The fo rth c o m in g  U A W -C IO  convention w il l  be m arked by a 
q u a lita tiv e ly  d iffe re n t a lign m en t o f forces on the m a jo r issues. On 
the one hand, the o ffensive  o f the corpora tions and the c a p ita lis t 
governm ent aga inst organized labo r is proceeding w ith  accelerated 
speed. On the  other, the cleavage between the ranks and the top  lead­
ersh ip  has become extrem e ly  sharp, as the “ labor statesm en”  cuddle 
closer to  the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  and its  pro -corpora tion  
agencies and s tr ik e  heavier bureaucratic  blows aga inst the m ount­
in g  s trugg les  o f th e ir  m embership.

Since the  la s t U A W  convention, the corpora tion  and govern­
ment a ttacks on the w o rkers  have taken on the character o f a brazen 
and sustained offensive . Roosevelt has used the fu l l  powers o f gov­
e rnm ent to  cu rb  the s trugg les  o f the w orkers and deny them  wage 
increases. The use o f troops and p lan t seizures fo r  the purposes o f 
governm ent s trikeb rea k ing— even in  advance o f threatened s trikes , 
as in  the  ra ilw a y  case— has become standard po licy. The demands 

(Continued on page 3)

masses o f Greece aga inst the 
Nazi oppressors. H it le r ’s south­
eastern- f ro n t  is c rum b lin g  in to  
ru ins.

The breakaway o f the B alkan 
sa te llites  o f H i t le r ’s festung 
Europa is having repercussions 
outside the Balkan peninsula. The 
B ra tis lava  rad io , according to 
Associated Press, reported th a t 
the puppet governm ent o f S lova­
kia, which was p a rt o f the Cze­
choslovakian Republic u n til i t  be­
came a Nazi “ p ro tec to ra te ”  in  
M arch, 1939, had “ held a m eeting 
and discussed u rg en t problem s”  
and th a t “ im p o rta n t decisions had 
been taken.”

R U LE R S  D E S P E R A T E

It  is clear th a t the m ounting 
successes o f (he Red A rm y  o f the 
Soviet Union, together w ith  the 
ris in g  tide o f mass revo lt, is 
sha tte ring  the ru le  o f the reac­
tio n a ry  cap ita lis t- lan d lo rd  reg i­
mes in eastern and southeastern 
Europe and fo rc in g  the ru lin g  
classes to desperate measures o f 
im prov isa tion  in an e ffo r t to 
s ta \e o f f  the u tte r  destruction  o f 
th e ir  ro tted system.

H ith e rto  they have leaned on 
the N azis to hold the masses in 
check. But w ith  G erm any’s de­
fea t now fa s t approaching, they 
are driven to seek a new support 
in the A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria l­
is t camp, ju s t as the Ita lia n  ru l­
in g  class did m ore than a year 
ago when they ditched M ussolin i 
under the pressure o f the Ita lia n  
masses.

In the in it ia l reports  three 
facts indicate the tremendous 
mass pressure to  which the ru lin g  
ju n ta  in  Bucharest was being 
subjected. In  his proc lam ation

<•>-

Ultimatum to DeGaulle Demanding "Order
By W illia m  F. Warde

As the beaten forces o f  the Nazi W ehrm acht re ­
trea t to  the R h ine , leaving m ore  than h a lf  o f  France 
in  the throes o f  confused and w ild  ju b ila t io n , the 
v ic to rious  A llie d  im peria lis ts  in  th e ir  p u rs u it lo o k  
back w ith  the greatest anxie ty at the social exp lo ­
sions in  th e ir  rear. Fo r the “ B litz  in  reverse”  is no t 
on ly  p u ttin g  to ro u t the arm ies o f H it le r .  The accom­
panying in su rrec tio na ry  actions o f the masses in  
Paris, M arseilles and elsewhere are upsetting the  
plans o f W ashington and London fo r  the ra p id  sub­
ju ga tion  o f the French people.

Th is  elem ental move 
m ent o f the masses, o r ig ­
in a ting  w i t h  w orkers ’ 
strikes, has so fa r  been 
con fined  in  its  objectives 
and p rogram  to the strug­
gle against the Nazis and 
th e ir  native Fascist co lla ­
borators. E ith e r because 
o f  the absence o r  weak­
ness o f  a conscious revo­
lu tio n a ry  leadership, i t  
has fa lle n  in to  the hands o f the  
DeGaulHst representa tives o f 
F rench cap ita lism  and th e ir  S ta l­
in is t  and Social dem ocratic hench­
men. The heroism  and se lf-sac­
r if ic e  d isplayed by the  in su rrec­
tio n a ry  masses can achieve th e ir  
lib e ra tin g  aim s on ly  when armed 
w ith  a p rogram  o f soc ia lis t in te r­
na tiona lism  and under the  lead­

ersh ip  o f a re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rk in g  
class p a rty . U nde r the  present 
dom ination  o f the bourgeois na ­
tio n a lis ts  and th e ir  lackeys in  the 
ranks o f labor, the  asp ira tions o f 
the  French people can on ly su f­
fe r  be tra ya l and defeat.

A lre a d y  the  asp ira tions o f the  
masses fo r  peace, bread, and fre e ­
dom are com ing in to  c o n flic t w ith  
the needs o f the  A llie d  and F rench  
im p e ria lis ts  fo r  re s to ra tio n  o f  
“ o rder”  and the s ta b iliz a tio n  o f 
c a p ita lis t ru le . T h a t is w h y  th e y  
fe a r  the  people in  arm s.

Am ong its  f ir s t  acts a fte r  the 
fa l l  o f P aris , the  A llie d  Supreme 
Command issued a v ir tu a l u l t i ­
m a tum  to  DeGaulle, p la c in g  upon 
h im  the resp on s ib ility  fo r  im m e­
d ia te ly  d isa rm in g  the  P aris ian  
masses, re s to rin g  c a p ita lis t “ o r­
der,”  and in s titu t in g  a d ic ta to r ia l 
con tro l over the popu lation. Thus, 
from  the ve ry  f irs t,  the A llie d  im ­
pe ria lis ts  have dem onstra tive ly

(C ontinued on page 5)

Tobin, Stalinists 
Combine Forces in 
Slander Campaign

By H a rry  M a rte ll
“ The T ro tsky ites  were w rong 

in Russia. They were w rong  in 
the U n ited  States. F o rtun a te ly  
T ro tsky  is now dead. U n ­
fo rtu n a te ly , too m any o f his 
fo llow e rs  are not.”

Th is endorsement o f one o f the 
m ost m onstrous crim es in h is­
to ry , the assassination o f Leon 
T ro ts k y  by S ta lin , and th is  in ­
c item ent to hom ic ida l assault 
aga inst T ro ts k y ’s co-th inkers ap­
pears in  the  A ug us t issue o f the 
In te rn a tion a l Team ster, under the 
s igna tu re  o f Thomas E. F lynn , 
Executive A ss is tan t to Daniel J. 
Tobin, General P resident o f the 
A F L  Team sters Union.

T O B IN  A N D  S T A L IN IS T S

I f  S ta lin 's  secret po lice -te rro r 
apparatus, the GPU, d idn ’t  w r ite  
th is  statem ent, i t  m ost ce rta in ly  
approves o f it .  As the c lim ax o f 
the cu rre n t T ob in -S ta lin is t slander 
cam paign aga inst the T ro tsky is ts  
th is  lynch sta tem ent comes as no 
surp rise  to  progressive elements 
in  the labo r movement.

Tobin three years ago sought 
to  destroy the m ost dangerous op­
position  to his union d ic ta to rsh ip  
and se ll-ou t policies by  sm ashing 
the fam ous M inneapolis Team ­
sters U n ion , Local 544, organized 
and led in h is to r ic  s trugg les by 
the T ro tsky is ts . To accomplish his 
tra ito ro u s  aim . Tobin personally 
beseeehed aid o f Roosevelt, whose 
A tto rn e y  General B iddle in itia te d  
and carried th rough the fram eup 
prosecution w  h i c h ra ilroaded 
T ob in ’s m il ita n t  opponents to  
prison.

T ob in ’s a ttem pts  to th ro tt le  the 
T ro tsky is ts  did not succeed so 
w e ll. H is connivance in the 
fram eup o f the 18 im prisoned 
T ro tsky is ts  has been denounced 
th roughout, the labor movement, 
in c lud ing  im p o rta n t sections o f 
the A F L , h is own o rgan iza tion . 
Over tw o  m illio n  union w orkers

Italian Masses Run Up Red Flag
The A.P. reports  from  Rome (A u g . 25) th a t “ a demon­

s tra tio n  in celebration o f the lib e ra tio n  o f P aris  before the 
French Embassy on the Piazza Farnesc today became a near 
r io t  when a dem onstra to r s tripped  an Ita lia n  m onarchy f la g  
from  its  s ta f f  a t a nearby police s ta tio n  and ran up the Red 
F lag  w ith  the  H am m er and Sickle.

“ A  policeman ripped down the Red F la g  and th rew  i t  a t 
the  crowd below. There was a rush fo r  the bu ild in g , b u t tw o 
A llie d  policemen kep t the people back and ordered an Ita lia n  
f la g  w ith o u t the Savoy Cross and the  Red F lag  to be flo w n  
side by side.”

T h is  episode w ith  the tw o  flag s  in Rome epitom izes the 
s itua tion  p re va ilin g  in  I ta ly  and th roughou t Europe. Today 
h is to ry  its e lf  has posed the choice: c ith e r the black f la g  o f 
reaction o r the red f la g  o f soc ia lis t libe ra tion .

(Continued on page 5)

PACIFIC COAST LONGSHOREMEN 
SEEK NEW MASTER CONTRACT

By Oscar Nelson
SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 24—Negotiations began August 7 

between representatives o f the International Longshoremen’s and 
Warehousemen’s Union,, CIO, and the Waterfront Employers 
of the Pacific Coast for a master coastwise agreement governing 
wages and working conditions of 15,000 longshoremen and 
thousands of terminal men and car loaders. The union is demand­
ing an hourly increase of the basic longshoremen’s wage from 
$1.10 to $1.25 with overtime after six hours, one week annual 
vacation with pay, a guaranteed

(Continued on page 2)

work week o f 36 hours, etc. 
The six hour day was establish­
ed on the Pacific Coast after the 
coastwise maritime and San 
Francisco general strike of 1934. 
Longshoremen on the east coast 
receive $1.25 per hour for an 
eight hour da)'.
IL W U  C O N FE R E N C E

The reopening o f the con tract 
was decided upon by a conference 
o f the longshore section o f the 
IL W U  held in San Francisco J u ly  
2-29, attended by 66 delegates 
from  locals up and down the west 
coast. The conference decided to 
request certa in  “ m odifica tions and 
am endm ents”  to the con trac t in 
o rder to force consideration o f 
the un ion ’s demands by the W ar 
Labor Board. The e xp ir in g  con­
tra c t contained a prov is ion fo r  
the periodic “ rev iew a l”  o f wages 
w ith o u t opening the  en tire  con­
tra c t. The W LB  r ig id ly  m a in ­
ta ined th a t, inasmuch as the ex­
is tin g  con tract contained an 
“ adequate”  a rb itra tion  machinery

fo r  wage rev iew a l, i t  w ou ld  no t 
accept ju r is d ic tio n  unless the  en­
t ire  agreem ent was opened.

The P ortland local o f the union 
instructed its  delegates to  vote 
against, reopening the agreem ent, 
fea ring  an a ttem p t by the E m ­
ployers Association aided by the 
em ployer-dom inated W L B  to  un­
derm ine the union h ir in g  h a ll 
provisions and the s ix  hour day. 
In addition, the P ortland  dele­
gates were instructed to  vote 
against the B rid ge s-S ta lin is t 
proposal to incorpora te  a pe r­
manent no -s trike  pledge in  the 
new agreem ent.

The c r im in a lity  o f re ly in g  on 
governm ent boards fo r  jus tice  in  
securing wage increases to  meet 
t lie  increased cost o f l iv in g  was 
in adve rten tly  exposed by H enry  
Schm idt, se lfs ty led  “ p ie-card a r t ­
is t "  serv ing  as a union member 
on the M a ritim e  In d u s try  Board 
appointed by the W a r Shipp ing 
A d m in is tra tio n  to supervise the

(Continued on page 2)
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By Joseph K e lle r

Pacific Coast Longshoremen's Union Is Given 
Run-Around By WLB In Demand For Wage Raise

W a lte r Reuther, a v ice-Presi- 
dent o f the  C IO  U n ited  A u tom o­
b ile  W orkers  and D irec to r o f the 
un ion ’s General M oto rs  D iv is ion, 
la s t week issued a sta tem ent p ro ­
testing- and re fu t in g  the “ blanket 
in d ic tm en t o f General M otors 
W orke rs ”  which the N . Y. Tim es 
issued in smear a rtic les  c it in g  
corpora tion  charges o f “ slow­
down”  practices by the union.

R euther quotes, a recent s ta te ­
m ent o f C. E . W ilson, CM pres­
ident, te rm in g  GM production “ a 
rem arkab le  showing...about tw ice  
our best peacetime ra te ”  o f which 
the w o rkers  “ can ju s tly  be proud”  
and “ feel g ra tifie d .”  Reuther 
fu r th e r  cla im s th a t the corpora­
tio n  and union fix  production 
standards by con tract, and th a t 
the company has ra re ly  had re­
course to m achinery established 
by con tract to appeal aga inst 
v io la tio n  o f con tractua l standards.

The m o tiva tion  fo r  the corpor­
a tio n ’s present smear cam paign, 
Reuther asserts, is to  prejudice 
the union wage case before the 
W a r Labor Board and “ create the 
atmosphere.... fo r  a post-w ar a t­
tack on the unions in its  p lan ts.”  
However, R euther po in ts out th a t 
the a ttack  is r is in g  to a crescendo 
r ig h t  now, c it in g  the Chevro let 
Gear and A x le  case in D e tro it as 
the la tes t example.

Reuther charges th a t the recent 
s tr ikes  in the Gear and A x le  D iv i­
sion were “ actua lly  caused by 
m anagem ent a rb it ra r ily  increas­
in g  the production rates w ithou t 
p re lim in a ry  consulta tion w ith  the 
w orkers or un ion.”  The second 
s tr ik e  was due to the f ir in g  o f 
seven union m ilita n ts  a fte r  the 
W L B  ordered a ll s tr ik e rs  re tu rn ­
ed to  th e ir  jobs w ith ou t rep risa l. 
Now  the company provocations 
have been extended. “ The public 
should know th a t on Wednesday 
o f th is  week, a fte r  the men had 
te tu rn e d  to  w ork , the m anagement 
discharged one w o rke r and penal­
ized sixteen others because they 
refused to w ork  a fou rteen-hour 
day.”

W hy is the corpora tion  go bold 
fn  its  provocations ? Reuther does 
no t dare to  state the t ru th  open­
ly . He indicates it ,  however, by 
com pla in ing  th a t the corpora tion 
has refused to  accept the “ fa ir  
procedure”  o f the W L B  and has 
taken advantage o f the fa c t th a t 
* th e  U A W -C IO  took every step 
possible to te rm in a te  the s tr ik e  
despite the provocation action o f 
the corpo ra tion .”  R euther “ fo r ­
ge ts ”  to  m ention th a t “ every step”  
included expe lling  the local union 
a ffic ia ls  fro m  office, an act which 
was fo llow ed by th e ir  discharge.

In  sho rt Reuther and the U A W  
In te rn a tio n a l leaders have been 
g iv in g  the green l ig h t  to  corpora­
tion  provocations because o f th e ir  
serv ile  adherence to  the no -s trike  
pledge and support o f the p ro ­
corpora tion  W LB , supplemented 
by th e ir  bureaucratic blows a t 
the local union m ilita n ts .

C orpora tion  provocations are on 
the increase everywhere. The T o­
ledo U nion Jou rna l, representing 
40,000 U A W -C IO  members in 
no rthw este rn  Ohio, in its  A ug ust 
25 issue reports  the com pla in t o f 
M e lv in  Schultz, President o f T o ­
ledo's po w e rfu l U A W  Local 12, 
th a t “ de liberate ir r i ta t io n  o f 
w orkers in Toledo p lan ts is on 
the increase.”  The Journa l states 
“ cases are constantly  com ing be­
fo re  Local 12 and are on the in ­
crease in  which in d u s tr ia l m an­
agem ent seeks to provoke the 
w orkers.”

A f te r  c it in g  a num ber o f p a r t­
ic u la r ly  vicious company provoca-

(Continued fro m  page 1)
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a t the newsstand on the n o rth ­
west corner o f W isconsin Ave. 
on T h ird  St.

lions  in various p lants, Schultz 
ends up la m e ly : “ We can’t  force 
m anagement to be decent, but we 
can and w ill present our case be­
fo re  the public so th a t m anage­
m ent w ill not be able to make us 
show to d isadvantage.”

Schultz pre fe rs to  fo rg e t the 
lesson o f s t ir r in g  s trugg les o f 
(he Toledo auto workers between 
1934 and 1939. The w orkers d idn ’t 
w in contracts and union condi­
tions then th ru  “ favorab le  pub­
lic ity ”  and “ public op in ion.”  The 
corpora tions, which con tro l the 
press and radio, go t the fa v o r­
able pu b lic ity . B u t the w orkers 
nevertheless made them act "de­
cent.”  The method they used was 
the on ly e ffec tive  one: m ilita n t 
s tr ik e  action.

* * *
A F L  P resident W illia m  Green 

and his Executive Council which 
m et in Chicago la s t week ev i­
dently  are fee lin g  the “ heat”  
from  the o rgan iza tion ’s ran k  and 
file. The Council issued another 
appeal to  Roosevelt to m od ify  
the L it t le  Steel fo rm u la  and per­
m it  wage increases in accordance 
w ith  price rises.

Green declared th a t “ the power 
to m od ify  the L i t t le  Steel fo r ­
m ula and thereby reestablish the  
w o rke rs ’ standards and inc iden t­
a lly  reestablish the  standards 
the men in  our armed forces ex­
pect to  find when they re tu rn , is  
no longer w ith in  the ju r is d ic tio n  
o f the N a tiona l W ar Labor Board. 
I t  is obvious fro m  Executive 
O rder- 9328 (Roosevelt’s “ Hold 
the -L in e ”  w age-freezing decree) 
th a t th is  power rests now sole ly 
w ith  the President.”

Green p a rtic u la r ly  complained 
because “ no action has been taken 
by the W L B ”  on the “ volum inous 
testim ony in support o f our p e ti­
tions”  fo r  wage increases and 
charged th a t “ the whole process 
looks like  a complete s ta ll.”

E ve ry th in g  Green says is true , 
but i t ’s doub le-ta lk  anyway. 
Green and his colleagues helped 
engineer the estab lishm ent o f the 
W LB . They have supported i t  
and used i t  to s ta ll the  w orkers 
fro m  m il ita n t action. They en­
tered in to  conspiracy w ith  the 
CIO leaders to  conceal Roose­
v e lt ’s re sp on s ib ility  fo r  the wage 
freeze. Now  under g ro w in g  pres­
sure o f the A F L  ranks, the A F L  
tops are w h in ing  and begging 
Roosevelt to “ do som eth ing”  be­
fo re  the A F L  w orkers explode 
in to  rea l union action. The last 
th in g  the A F L  bureaucrats w ant 
is to lead a genuine s trugg le  
aga inst the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  
or to w ith d ra w  fro m  the W LB .

*  * *
The 200-man Executive Board 

o f (he Philadelph ia  Cram ps S h ip­
yard Local 42, CIO  In d u s tr ia l 
Union o f M arine  and Shipbuild 
ing  W orkers, has adopted resolu 
tions fo r  presenta tion before the 
In te rn a tion a l convention in  A t ­
la n tic  C ity , N. J., s ta r t in g  Sep­
tember 28, ca llin g  fo r  rescind ing 
o f the no -s trike  pledge, w ith d ra w ­
al o f union support from  the 
W L B  and fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f 
an independent labo r pa rty .

They declare th a t the  adm in­
is tra tio n  has fu lf il le d  none o f its  
promises about c o n tro llin g  prices 
and lim it in g  executive salaries 
and p ro fits  w h ile  the “ unions are 
powerless”  to  h a lt the g row ing  
an ti- la b o r offensive. Since “ th e ir  
hands are tied  by the  no -s trike  
pledge,”  the Local 42 leaders f la t ­
ly  demand im m ediate revocation 
o f the no -s trike  pledge.

The labor p a rty  reso lu tion 
po in ts ou t the f if ty -y e a r  fa ilu re  
o f organized Labor “ to advance 
its  in te rests  by suppo rting  the 
candidates o f the old pa rties ”  and 
the need fo r  “ a p a rty  o f labor 
free o f ties w ith  the o ld  pa rties .”  
I t  proposes the “ convening o f 
I ’ AC  un its  w ith in  30 day$ fo llo w ­
in g  the na tiona l elections”  to 
fo rm  an independent labor or 
fa rm e r-la b o r pa rty .

longshore side o f the m aritim e  
industry .

S C H M ID T ’S REPORT

In  a repo rt delivered to the 
m em bership o f Local 1-10 in San 
Francisco Wednesday, A ugust 16, 
he la id  bare the mechanism at 
the disposal o f the W a te rfro n t 
Em ployers to hopelessly pro long 
negotia tions fo r  a wage increase. 
The re p o rt expla ined th a t the 
decision o f the recent conference 
o f the longshore section o f the 
IL W U  to  reopen the ex is ting  
con tract was b ro ug h t about by 
the fa ilu re  to achieve results 
th rough  the m ach inery o f the ex­
p ir in g  contract.

Schm idt fu r th e r  emphasized 
th a t on the basis o f the L it t le  
Steel Form ula , the longshoremen 
were no t en titled  to a wage in ­
crease. F irs t,  there has been a 
16% increase since Jan. 1941; 
secondly, the longshoremen are 
re la tiv e ly  w e ll paid as compared 
w ith  o ther workers and there fore  
cannot come under the provisions 
fo r  sub-standard wages which 
the W LB  has established.

The report made c rys ta l clear 
the need fo r scrapping the L it t le  
Steel Form ula  and the no-strike

o f the union to round out the pic-(«i 
tu re  o f th is  bankru p t po licy. On 
the basis o f the prov is ion  in the 
e xp ir in g  con tract ca llin g  fo r  a 
sem i-annual rev iew  o f wages, the 
union subm itted its  demand fo r  
an increase on Dec. 14th, 1942. 
So fa r  it. has received noth ing. 
Here is how the governm ent 
board runaround has worked.

W LB  R U N A R O U N D

1. The request fo r  a wage in ­
crease fro m  $1.10 to  $1.25 in Dec. 
1942 re jected by the employers.

2. I t  was subm itted to  the 
M a ritim e  In d u s try  Board Jan. 1st 
which decided Feb. 12th, 1943 
th a t i t  lacked ju risd ic tio n , and 
re fe rred  i t  to  the W LB .

3. The W L B  denied ju risd ic tio n , 
on the basis o f the wage reviewal 
clause in the contract.

4. The union held a conference 
Feb. 19 w ith  em ployers who re ­
jected the demand.

5. The union called upon the 
U. S. conc ilia tion  service fo r  a 
conc ilia to r, the em ployers re fus ­
in g  to jo in  in the request.

6. The W LB  consis ten tly  re ­
fused to hear the case, declaring 
th a t adequate m ach inery existed 
in  the con tract fo r  wage renew­
als, and re fe rred  i t  back to  the

-<•> —

Ford Strikers’ Slogan

pledge as the main ba rrie rs  to the U . S. conc ilia tion  service fo r  a r- 
e ffo r ts  o f the longshoremen to ] b itra tio n .

7. A ltho ug h  the con tract p rov­
ides fo r  the appo intm ent o f an 
a rb itra to r  by the Secretary o f 
Labor, there has been none since 
the res igna tion  o f W ayne Morse 
two years o r so ago.

8. Now th a t the con tract has 
been reopened a new a rb itra to r  
has been appointed, and the m a­
ch ine ry  which Schm idt ou tlined 
in his re p o rt comes in to  play. 
And so the m erry-go-round s ta rts  
a ll over again.

In  o u tlin in g  the argum ents to 
be pursued before the W ar Labor 
Board, Schm idt emphasized th a t 
r ig id  adherence was to be m a in ­
ta ined to the L it t le  Steel F o r­
mula. A f te r  the heroic s tr ik e  
s trugg les o f the U n ited M ine 
W orkers la s t year, which resulted 
in  the breaching o f the L i t t le  Steel 
Form ula, the CIO n a tion a lly  c a ll­
ed* fo r  its  abandonment. The

secure a wage raise.

N O -S T R IK E  P O LIC Y

Schm idt stated the m a tte r very 
succinctly when he contrasted the 
no -s trike  po licy  w ith  the tactics 
o f m il ita n t  un ionism . “ In  peace­
tim e  there  are on ly fo u r steps 
necessary fo r  a wage increase, at 
m ost. The un ion ’s demands are 
rejected, there is a s tr ike , the 
union gets the increase o r else 
loses i f  i t  is no t prepared.

“ In w ar tim e, there are twelve 
steps involved, a ll o f them tak in g  
a g rea t deal o f tim e. . . there 
c e rta in ly  w ill be no decision by 
Sept. 30th ( th e  exp ira tion  date 
o f the present con tra c t) and the 
decision w ill on ly be a rrived  a t 
a fte r an extended process as fo l­
low s: nego tia tion , concilia tion ,
a rb itra tio n , submission to  the 
W LB , then to  a special W L B

TOBIN, STALINISTS UNITE 
IN SLANDER CAMPAIGN

(Continued fro m  page 1)

have expressed by reso lu tion th e ir  
sym pathy fo r  the T ro ts k y is t 
prisoners and th e ir  p r o t e s t  
against the d ir ty  fram eup which 
Tobin helped engineer. T h a t is 
why Tobin is now compelled to 
cover his crim e aga inst the  T ro t­
sky is ts  and the labo r movement 
by a frenz ied  slander and lynch- 
in c ita tio n  cam paign aga inst his 
im prisoned opponents and th e ir  
comrades.

M U T U A L  A D M IR A T IO N

T his is qu ite  n a tu ra lly  com­
plemented by his applause fo r  
S ta lin , m urderer o f T ro ts k y . Th is 
does not mean Tobin supports the 
Soviet U n ion ; from  the beginning 
he has been an arch-enem y o f the 
w orkers ’ state, ju s t as he has been

Leader of British 
Youth Apprentices 
Hails Fight of 18

(Continued fro m  page 1)

“ Scrap the N o -S trike  Pledge— Local 400”  is the slogan worn by 
th is  Ford  Local 400 w o rke r as he w a lks the p icke t line  outside the 
gates o f the H igh land  P ark , D e tro it  p lan t. 3,800 men w alked o f f  the 
job, as the union charged the company w ith  extrem e provocation 
by re fus ing  to  ba rga in  w ith  the w orkers on th e ir  g row ing  grievances.

panel, back to the W LB , and a r- i po licy o f the B rid ge s -S ta lin is t 
rangem ent th roughou t fo r  appeals leadership places the IL W U  in 
on each decision resu ltin g  in a the very rea r o f the s trugg le  o f
dup lica tion  o f each process.”

One need on ly  add the back-
ground o f the tw o year s trugg le  d itions.

the organized w orkers against 
the low ering  o f th e ir  liv in g  con-

The 25-cent t r ia l  subscrip tion 
o ffe r  continues to  be used to  good 
advantage in in tro du c ing  the pa­
per to  new readers. The M innea­
polis lite ra tu re  agent w r ite s : “ I  
am happy to  enclose tw o more 
tw en ty -five  cent subs. These were 
obtained by a comrade who was 
h itc h -h ik in g  th ru  Ind iana. He 
s ta rted  discussing unions etc. w ith  
one o f the d rive rs  who picked h im  
up, and soon discovered th a t the 
d r iv e r was an old tim e  Socialist.

He to ld  our comrade th a t he had 
named one o f his ch ildren a fte r  
Norm an Thomas, bu t now was 
s o rry  th a t he had not named him 
a fte r  E a rl B row der. The com­
rade ta lked him  out o f th a t, and 
sold him  a sub. The d riv e r also 
recommended him  to see a friend  
o f his —  w ith  the resu lt o f an­
other sub.”

Several W isconsin comrades 
sold s ix  t r ia l  subs a t a Socia list 
P a rty  p icnic, and w r ite :  “ We 
w ould like  to order tw en ty -five  
m ore sub b lanks.”

New Y o rk  w rite s : “ We are be­
g inn ing  to ge t the  f irs t  responses 
fro m  among our new readers here 
in New Y o rk  C ity  even before 
we s ta r t  our call-back campaign.

Benefits Slashed From 
Unemployed Relief Bill

(Continued fro m  page 1)

We c ircu la rized  the whole lis t  
w ith  a le tte r  in v it in g  them  to our 
T ro ts k y  M em oria l M eeting . M any 
new faces were present a t the 
m eeting, and a t least e ig h t came 
as a re su lt o f the m a ilin g  and the 
paper.

“ A  Negro bus d r iv e r to ld  one o f 
the comrades th a t he was very 
im pressed by the s to ry  in the 
M il ita n t  on the Philadelph ia  tra n ­
s it  s tr ike , and came to see us, and 
hear more o f w ha t we had to say. 
A no ther woman said th a t her hus­
band received the paper and had 
gotten the le tte r. He could not 
come to the m eeting, but she 
hoped i t  would be a ll r ig h t  fo r 
her to come. A  fr ien d  who came 
w ith  one o f the new readers 
bought a t r ia l  sub a t the meet­
ing .”

* * *

O ur l is t  o f subscribers is being 
expanded no t on ly by new read­
ers, but by old sym path izers who 
are being heartened by the g rea t 
events ta k in g  place in Europe. 
“ We enclose sub ju s t b rough t in  
by an old sym pa th ize r who has 
no t had contact w ith  us fo r  sev­
era l years,”  w rite s  a comrade in 
Chicago, “ bu t who is now convin­
ced th a t we are ‘the on ly o rgan iz­
ation th a t figh ts  cap ita lism ’.”

The m ilita n t w o rk ing  class pro 
gram  o f our paper brings a res 
ponse from  a fa r -o f f  section of 
the world . F rom  New Zealand 
we received the fo llo w in g  le tte r: 
“ I read you r weekly by chance 
and I am so much pleased to  read 
i t  th a t may I take an op po rtu n ity  
to ask you to send me one copy 
o f your weekly. Please le t me 
know how much in New Zealand 
o r B r it is h  S te rlin g  pounds I  have 
to re m it fo r  the yea rly  subscrip­
tion . H op ing to  hear from  you 
very soon.”

e ry  as the spearhead fo r  a un ion- 
busting , wage-slash ing offensive, 
the House members are t r y in g  to 
outdo th e ir  reactionary  collea­
gues in  the Senate. The George 
B ill,  opposed by a ll sections o f 
organized labor, would l im it  un­
em ploym ent compensation to the 
s ta rva tio n  levels o f the ex is ting  
state systems. These do no t cover 
over 30,000,000 w orkers and ex­
tend “ re l ie f”  as low  as $2 a. week 
and $14 on the average, fo r  pe­
riods o f tw o  to  16 weeks.

R O O S E V E LT ’S A G E N TS

W hile  Roosevelt seeks to cover 
h im se lf behind a screen o f silence, 
his agents like  “ A ssis tan t P resi­
dent”  Byrnes are engineering the 
passage o f the George B il l o r a
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by the P resident to  “ dispose”  o f 
an estim ated $75 b illion s  w o rth  
o f governm ent p rope rty , inc lud ing 
g iga n tic  modern p lants, huge 
areas o f va luable land sites and 
tremendous stores o f supplies and 
raw  m ateria ls . Roosevelt’s own 
Surplus P rop e rty  A d m in is tra to r, 
W ill C layton, w o rld ’s la rge s t co t­
ton broker, persona lly  steered the 
passage o f the House b ill.

None o f the proposed measures 
fo r  “ reconversion”  under the 
“ free en terprise”  system o f 
monopoly cap ita lism , even the 
m ost libe ra l, touches the fu n ­
dam ental problem o f providing- 
perm anent fu ll- t im e  em ploym ent 
fo r  a ll workers. Genuine security  
w ill be won only th rough  the 
power o f the workers themselves, 
expressed in  independent econ­
om ic and po litica l action, on a 
program  o f the 30-hour week 
w ith o u t loss o f weekly earnings, 
governm ent pro jects fo r  a ll un­
em ployed a t trade union wage 
standards, and na tion a liza tio n  o f 
the basic industries under the 
con tro l o f the workers.

S E N A T O R  G E O R G E .

measure scarcely m ore lib e ra l. 
Thus, i f  labo r pressure becomes 
too s trong , Roosevelt has p ro je c t­
ed th rough  Byrnes a “ com pro­
mise”  proposal fo r  a $20 per 
week m axim um , payable up to  26 
weeks o f unem ploym ent. Average 
paym ents under th is  proposal, 
however, would n o t d if fe r  m a te ri­
a lly  fro m  those o f the George B il l.  
M eanwhile, the m a jo r ity  o f Roos­
eve lt’s Dem ocratic cohorts in  the 
House are pressing fo r  the emas­
culated version o f the George 
B ill.

A  hand fu l o f House Dem ocrats, 
who are acting  as the “ lib e ra l”  
cover fo r  the a d m in is tra tion , have 
been m aking  a pretense o f f ig h t­
ing  the George B il l fo r  the more 
libe ra l C e lle r-K ilg o re  measure, a 
considerably watered-down v e r­
sion o f the o r ig in a l K ilg o rc - 
M u rra y  B il l  w h ich  was rejected 
ove rw he lm ing ly  by the  Senate. 
Th is group, however, has already 
indicated in ten tions  o f “ com pro­
m is ing ”  once they have “ made 
the record.”

The la bo r-h a tin g  fe ro c ity  o f 
Congress tow a rd  measures to 
a llev ia te  even the w o rs t m iseries 
o f unem ploym ent stands in  s ta rk  
con trast to  th e ir  dem onstrated 
so lic itude fo r  p lu tocra ts  who have 
been p ilin g  up b illion s  in  w a r 
pro fits . Before ta k in g  up the 
unem ploym ent compensation mea­
sure, the House la s t week passed 
w ith  l i t t le  debate a b i l l  w h ich 
gives sweeping powers to  the  B ig  
Business a d m in is tra to r appointed

Trotsky Memorial 
Meetings Held By 
Branches of SWP
, M IN N E A P O L IS  —  The new 

M inneapolis headquarters o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  was the 
scene A ugust 19 o f a  w e ll- 
attended m eeting o f the T w in  
C ities ’ branches o f the p a rty  
called to  honor the m em ory o f 
Leon T ro ts k y  in connection w ith  
the death ann iversary  o f the 
g rea t revo lu tion is t.

Comrade C. R. Hedlund, g iv in g  
the main address o f the evening, 
said: “ I t  is hard to  find a pa ra lle l 
in  the labor movement o f a man 
who accomplished so much fo r  the 
w o rk ing  class under the adverse 
circumstances in which he lived. 
Countless fu tu re  generations w ill 
remember w ith  love and g ra titu de  
the man who b rough t the ideas 
o f socialism  to the whole w orld .”  

The m eeting voted to send a 
te legram  o f greetings to T ro ts k y ’s 
w idow , N a ta lia .

ated in te res t is the demand fo r  
pub lica tions o f the T ro ts k y is t 
movem ent. The Socia list Appea l 
has a fa r  g re a te r c ircu la tio n  than 
ever before and the few  precious 
copies o f The M ilita n t th a t I  have 
managed to obtain have been l i t ­
e ra lly  devoured by the appren­
tices I  am in con tact w ith , as have 
the m ore scarce and even more 
precious copies o f the F ourth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

N E E D  B O L S H E V IK  LE A D E R S

“ The rea liza tion  o f the neces­
s ity  fo r  the c la rifica tio n  o f ideas 
and the creation o f a Bolshevik 
leadership is being g radua lly  
forced upon in d u s tr ia l youth and 
a defin ite  rad ica liza tion  o f the 
youth is ta k in g  place. The l i te r ­
ature o f the F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l 
is absolute ly indispensable in  de­
velop ing th is  leadership. U n fo r­
tuna te ly  various publications are 
unobtainable in th is  coun try  and 
I am obliged to  request o f you 
A m erican comrades th a t you give 
some assistance in th a t d irection .

“ In  concluding I  w ish  to  send 
g reetings on beha lf o f the ap­
prentices o f Tyneside to  the 
eighteen im prisoned under the 
S m ith  ‘Gag’ A c t, hoping you r 
cam paign fo r  th e ir  release meets 
w ith  success in the ve ry  near fu ­
ture.

J. W illia m  Davy 
(F o rm e r secre tary o f the 
Tyne A pprentices G uild) 
E ng land.”

an im placable enemy o f com­
munism. H is own Team ster’s con­
s t itu t io n  bars com m unists, or any­
one he chooses to term  a “ com­
m un is t,”  from  membership.

T ob in ’s approval o f S ta lin  
m ere ly expresses his ill-concealed 
e n v y  o f S ta lin ’s murderous 
methods o f e lim in a tin g  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  w o rk in g  class opposition 
to his reactionary  policies and his 
apprecia tion fo r  services render­
ed by the A m erican S ta lin is ts .

The S ta lin is ts , in  fac t, are 
rubb ing  th e ir  hands w ith  jo y  over 
rece iv ing  a le tte r  ex tending them 
T ob in ’s con g ra tu la tio n  on th e ir  
own venomous a ttacks aga ins t the 
T ro tsky is ts . They co rrec tly  con­
strue T ob in ’s pra ise as a power­
fu l recom m endation to  W -a  1 1 
S tree t and its  governm ent to  ac­
cept th e ir  app lica tion  fo r  the job  
o f ch ie f s trike -b reakers  and 
scab-herders w ith in  the labor 
movement. The D a ily  W orker, 
A ugust 20, crows over the photo­
s ta t o f a le tte r  fro m  F lynn , ex­
pressing T ob in ’s “ apprecia tion fo r 
the prom inence you gave our e f­
fo r ts  to stam p out th is  subversive 
in fluence in organized labor. He 
believed you r a rtic le  h it  the n a il 
on the head and hopes you w i l l  
keep up the f ig h t because the 
average w o rke r does no t rea lize 
how dangerous these T ro tsky is ts  
are. .

No, the average w o rke r it 
com ing to rea lize th a t the T ro t­
sky is ts  are im placable enemies of

ca p ita lis t reaction and the m osi 
uncom prom ising defenders o f the 
in te rests o f labor. The average 
w o rke r is com ing to rea lize th is  
in p a rt because o f the courageous 
and p rinc ip led  stand o f the T ro t­
sky is ts  in the M inneapolis Labor 
Case and the w ide-spread sup­
po rt th e ir  defense has gained in 
the labor movement. And the 
average w orker is also rea liz ing  
more and more th a t Tobin and 
his new-found cronies, the S ta lin ­
ists, are th e ir  deadly enemies, 
who are seeking to in troduce 
gangste r methods o f slander, 
te rro rism  and m urder against the 
m ilita n t and progressive forces in  
the labor movement.

N E W A R K — Socia list W orkers  
P a rty  members and sym path izers 
gathered here A ug ust 18 to com­
m em orate the fo u rth  ann iversary  
o f the death o f Leon T ro tsky , 
g re a t founder and leader o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l. Comrade A. 
M. Braden spoke o f T ro ts k y ’s 
immense con tribu tions to  the 
bu ild in g  o f the M a rx is t revo lu ­
tio n a ry  m ovem ent and h is “ fo r ­
t itu d e  and undy ing  devotion to 
the w o rke rs ’ cause.”  The m eeting 
voted to  send te legram s o f 
g ree ting  to  N a ta lia  T ro tsky , the 
im prisoned E ng lish  T ro tsky is ts , 
and the 18 A m erican T ro tsky is ts  
serv ing  sentences in  Federal 
prisons.
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fo r  wage increases beyond the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , made by v ir tu a lly  
every union, are being in te rm in a b ly  s ta lled  th ro u g h  the W ar Labor 
Hoard.

The demand fo r  a general wage increase fo r  the G eneral M otors 
w orkers has been kicked around fo r  m onths in  W L B  panel hearings, 
w h ich f in a lly  concluded th a t the W LB  has no power to  g ra n t wage 
increases beyond the L it t le  Steel fo rm u la . The key Steel W age case 
has been bogged down fo r  over 8 m onths in  fa rc ic a l W LB  hearings. 
Roosevelt and his W LB  agents have openly supported the fa lse  c la im  
th a t the co s t-o f- liv in g  rise has been neg lig ib le , w h ile  the C IO -A P L  
survey reveals a t least a 45.3 percent increase in l iv in g  costs since 
January  1941, 30 per cent above the 15 per cent rise covered by the. 
L it t le  Steel fo rm u la .

T h is  t ig h te n in g  o f the wage freeze has been accompanied by a 
general un ion-busting cam paign w ith in  the p lan ts. In ten s ified  speed­
up has fo llow ed from  the cu rta ilm en t o f cost-plus con tracts. Collec­
tiv e  ba rga in ing  has broken down, as the  corpora tions toss the  
s im p lest grievances in to  the W LB  swamp. C orpora tion  provocations, 
the f ir in g  o f union leaders and m ilita n ts  on flim s y  pre texts  have 
become alm ost da ily  occurrences.

PO LICIES OF IN T E R N A T IO N A L 
EXEC UTIVE BOARD

And now, the auto w orkers  are g e ttin g  a preview  o f the com ing 
period, w ith  the increase in  w a r con tract te rm in a tio ns  and produc­
t io n  cutbacks. Tens o f thousands o f auto and a irc ra f t  w o rkers  have 
been la id -o ff, reduced to low er pay ing  jobs, o r su ffe red  cuts in  th e ir  
w eekly earn ings th rough d rastic  reduction in  w o rk in g  hours. H o ld ing  
the club o f in secu rity  over the w o rke rs ’ heads, the corpora tions have 
become bolder each passing day in th e ir  a ttem pts  to underm ine the 
unions.

The no -s trike  pledge has thus become an in to le rab le  noose around 
the th roa ts  o f the workers. T he ir e ffo r ts  to  break out o f th is  noose, 
which the top leadership seeks to tigh ten , have found increasing ex­
pression in a g row ing  series o f “ w ildca t”  s trikes . The ranks o f the 
U A W  have ever more c learly  indicated th e ir  desire fo r  a re tu rn  to 
the methods o f d irec t union action in  order to  defend th e ir  r ig h ts , 
keep th e ir  s till-e x is t in g  gains and preserve the very existence o f 
th e ir  organ izations.

B u t the In te rn a tio n a l E xecutive Board has opposed the po licy  
o f m il ita n t resistance to  the a ttacks  o f the corpora tions and gov­
ernm ent. Instead, i t  has been d ire c tin g  heavier and heavier f ir e  
aga inst the m ilita n t locals and local leaders. I ts  course o f g ro ve llin g  
before the corpora tions and cen tering  its  fu l l  a ttack  upon the ranks 
was c leg rly  defined a t its  m eeting in  Los Angeles la s t M ai-ch.

A t  th is  m eeting, as a dem onstra tive expression o f its  serv ile  
po licy , the Board adopted a v ir tu a l declaration o f “ unconditiona l 
su rrender”  to  the corpora tions and established the procedure fo r  
pena liz ing  w o rkers  forced to  s trike . A ltho ug h  acknow ledging the res­
p o n s ib ility  o f company provocations and con tract v io la tio ns  fo r  the 
cu rre n t s tr ik e  wave, the B oard ’s reso lu tion wound up by  a ttack ing

Scene from 1937 Sitdown Strikes

Jo in ing  th e ir  husbands and bro thers on the p icke t line  and b r in g ­
in g  food to  the men “ s it t in g  in ,”  the members o f the Women’s 
A u x ilia ry  played an im p o rta n t ro le  in  w inn ing  the 1937 strikes. 
The group p ictured above carries  its  own placard demanding Equal 
Pay fo r  Men and Women fo r  the same w ork.

FOR RISING SCALE OF WAGES 
TO MEET THE RISING PRICES

The F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l dec­
lares uncom prom ising w a r on the 
po litics  of the cap ita lis ts  wh ich, 
to a considerable degree, lik e  tlie  
po litics  of th e ir  agents, the re ­
fo rm is ts , aim s to place the whole 
burden of m ilita r is m , the crisis, 
th e  d isorgan iza tion  o f the  mone­
ta ry  system and a ll th e ir  scourges 
stem m ing from  cap ita lism ’s death 
agony, upon the backs o f the t o i l ­
ers. The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
demands em ploym ent and decent 
l iv in g  conditions fo r  a ll.

N e ith e r m onetary in fla t io n  nor 
s tab iliza tion  can serve as slog­
ans fo r  the p ro le ta r ia t because 
these are bu t tw o ends o f the 
same s tick. A g a in s t a bounding 
rise  in  prices, which w ith  the ap­
proach o f w a r w i l l  assume an 
ever m ore unbrid led  character, 
one can f ig h t on ly  under the slo­
gan o f a s lid in g  scale o f wages. 
T h is  means th a t collective agree­
m ents should assure an au tom atic  
rise  in  wages in  re la tio n  to  the 
increase in  prices o f consumer 
goods.

U nder the menace o f its  own 
d is in teg ra tion , the p ro le ta r ia t 
cannot p e rm it the trans fo rm a tion  
o f an increasing section o f the 
w orkers in to  ch ron ica lly  unemp­
loyed paupers, l iv in g  o f f  the slops 
o f a crum b ling  society. The r ig h t

to em ploym ent is the on ly seri 
ous r ig h t  le f t  to the w o rke r in 
a society based upon exp lo ita tion  
T h is  r ig h t  today is being shorn 
fro m  him  at every step. A ga in s t 
unem ploym ent, “ s tru c tu ra l”  as 
w e ll as “ con junctu ra l,”  the  tim e  
is r ip e  to advance along w ith  the 
slogan o f pub lic  works, the slogan 
o f a s lid in g  scale o f w o rk in g  
hours.

Trade unions and o ther mass 
o rgan iza tions should bind the 
w orkers and the unem ployed to ­
ge ther in the s o lid a rity  o f m utua l 
resp on s ib ility . On th is  basis, a ll 
the w o rk  on hand would then be 
divided among a ll e x is tin g  w o rk ­
ers in  accordance w ith  how the 
extent o f the w o rk in g  week is 
defined. The average wage o f ev­
e ry  w o rke r rem ains the same as i t  
was under the old w o rk in g  week. 
Wages, under a s tr ic t ly  gu a ra n t­
eed m in im um  would fo llo w  the 
movem ent o f prices. I t  is im pos­
sible to accept any o ther p rogram  
fo r  the present catastrophic pe­
riod.

(F rom  “ The F ound ing  C onfe r­
ence o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l,”  
pp. 19-20. Published by the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , 1939; 128 
pp. 25c. O rder from  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
N. Y. 3, N . Y .)

W orkers  wave th e ir  hands fro m  the w indows o f one o f the 
and made labo r h is to ry  in  1937.

huge auto p lants d u rin g  the s it-dow n s tr ikes  th a t b u ilt  the U A W

the s tr ik e rs  and th rea ten ing  re p risa l aga inst them  by w ith h o ld in g  
union benefits  and In te rn a tio n a l sup po rt fro m  v ic tim ized  s tr ike rs . 
T h is  reso lu tion  emboldened the corpora tions and hammered down the 
wedge between the cow ard ly  leadership and the m il ita n t  ranks.

COMPANIES AN D  THOM AS AG AIN S T M IL IT A N T S
On the heels o f th is  m eeting Ford  in te ns ified  its  a ttacks upon 

the members o f the A ir c ra f t  D iv is ion  o f F ord  Local 600 by the 
“ d isc ip lin a ry  suspension”  o f three w orkers, tw o  o f them  ex-m arines 
w ith  m edical discharges, fo r  sm oking in  a la va to ry . T h is  provoked a 
heated dem onstra tion  o f several hundred w o rkers  la s t M arch a t 
the com pany’s labor re la tions  o ffice . M anagem ent im m ed ia te ly  fire d  
ten w orkers. The In te rn a tio n a l Board pu b lic ly  denounced the w o rk ­
ers involved and U A W  President R. J. Thom as addressed an open 
le tte r  to  the  Ford  Local leaders dem anding th a t they take “ d rastic  
and e ffec tive  action”  ag a in t the m il ita n t  w orkers. T h is  fu r th e r  en­
couraged m anagem ent to  f ire  or suspend 20 more w orkers.

The incensed Ford  w o rkers  then w alked o u t and established 
p icke t lines and barricades before the p la n t entrances. The In te rn a ­
tio n a l leaders im m ed ia te ly  inter-vened aga ins t the w orkers  and drove 
them  back to  th e ir  jobs. B y  th is  tim e, the lis t  o f com pany-victim ized 
w orkers  had g row n  to  121.

T h is p o licy  o f the top  un ion leadership did no t pass unchallenged. 
Ford  A ir c r a f t  D iv is ion  o f Local 600 responded w ith  a m eeting  a t 
w h ich  the w o rkers  p u t fo r th  tw o  m otions: a demand fo r  a special 
U A W  convention to rescind the no -s trike  pledge; a ca ll fo r  a s tr ike  
vote under the S m itli-C o n n a lly  act and governm ent opera tion o f the 
p lants. The leaders a rb it ra r i ly  declared the  m otions ou t o f o rder and 
ad journed the m eeting . However, the w orkers continued the m eet­
in g  w ith  th e ir  u n it V ice-P resident and adopted both m otions over­
w he lm ing ly .

O ther s tr ikes  broke fo r th  against managem ent un ion-busting  
provocations. In  rap id  order there was a two-weeks s tr ik e  o f Republic 
A ir c r a f t  w orkers aga inst a wage-cut, a m il ita n t  s tr ik e  o f Ford  w o rk ­
ers in W indsor Canada, aga inst the abrogation o f the un ion contract, 
s tr ikes  a t M o to r Products, B rig g s  and o ther D e tro it  p lants. The top 
leadership in  every case drove the w orkers back in to  the plants 
w ith o u t any settlem ents and w ith  ou ts tand ing  m ilita n ts  le f t  ou t on 
the streets.

In  add ition  to  the re la tiv e ly  w ide-spread s tr ik e  actions a t th a t 
tim e, one local a fte r  another adopted reso lu tions u rg in g  a special 
convention to  th ro w  ou t the  no -s trike  pledge, inc lud ing  B rig g s  Local 
212, M o to r P roducts Local 203, Budd Local 306, Dodge T ruck  Local 
140, C h rys le r Local 7, F rueh au f T ra ile r  Local 99, F l in t  C hevro let 
Local 659.

The In te rn a tio n a l Board then m et in  M inneapolis. I t  ignored 
these local reso lu tions fo r  a special convention. Instead, i t  rea ffirm ed 
its  “ unconditiona l su rrender”  po licy, once more castigated the  de­
fensive actions o f the w o rkers  and dispatched em issaries to  break 
those s trikes  s t i l l  in  progress. A t  th is  same m eeting, the leadership 
made in it ia l p repara tions fo r  a truce  in  th e ir  old clique s trugg le  in  
order to  we ld a un ited  f ro n t  aga inst the m il ita n t  ranks.

T H E  STRUGGLES OF CHRYSLER LO CAL 490
S h o rtly  a fte r  its  M inneapolis m eeting, the In te rn a tio n a l Board 

had a new o p p o rtu n ity  to  prove its  “ resp o n s ib ility ”  to  the corpora­
tions and governm ent. T h is  was the lockou t o f the H igh lan d  P a rk  
C h rys le r w orkers. F o llo w in g  a whole series o f provocations, the 
com pany locked ou t a num ber o f w o rkers , fo r  a lleged ly  p reven ting  
an A F L  man d u rin g  the Coca-Cola s tr ik e  fro m  en te rin g  the p la n t 
premises. The locked-out w o rkers  included union stewards and com­
m itteem en.

The C hrys ler w orkers answered th is  provocation w ith  p icket 
lines. Im m ed ia te ly  they were subjected to  an a ll-ou t a ttack  in  the 
press and over the rad io , no t on ly on the pa rt o f management and 
the governm ent agencies, bu t by the top  U A W  o ffic ia ls  as w e ll. 
Thomas and Addes issued an u ltim a tu m  to  end the s tr ik e  in  24 hours 
o r “ d ras tic  action would be taken.”  Addes and Reuther personally 
addressed a s tr ik e rs  m eeting w ith  “ back-to -w o rk”  pleas and threa ts. 
Thomas and Addes then used the rad io  and B ig  Business press to 
urge the C hrys le r w orkers to break th e ir  own p icke t line.

F in a lly  th rea ts  o f estab lish ing  a d ic ta to r-a d m in is tra to r over 
C h rys le r Local 490 and an o rder fo r  the loca l leaders to  stand t r ia l  
before the In te rn a tio n a l Board forced the loca l board to  ca ll o f f  the 
p icke t line  in  order to  p reven t fu r th e r  v ic tim iza tio n . A t  a Board 
hearing , w h ich lacked even a con s titu tio n a l quorum , a ll local o ffice rs  
were sum m a rily  removed and Leo LaM otte , C h rys le r D irec to r, was 
appointed a d m in is tra to r over Local 490.

P ro te s tin g  th is  action o f the  Board, the  C hrys le r w orkers  again 
w ent on s tr ike . T h is  was called o f f  tw o  days la te r  a t a heated local 
m eeting. B u t the  w o rkers  c le a rly  expressed th e ir  sentim ents, de­
m anding a f ig h t in g  p o licy  fo r  the in ter-national un ion and re ins ta te ­
m ent o f the  fire d  w orkers , f ix in g  f u l l  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  the s trikes 
on the  corpora tion  and ca llin g  fo r  the resc ind ing  o f the  no -s tr ike  
pledge.

LA TES T CONFLICTS BETW EEN 
RANKS AN D LEADERS

A ll the issues dividing the m ilitant ranks from the servile lead­
ership have been posed ever more sharply by the most recent strike 
struggles, the two walkouts at Detroit Chevrolet Gear and Axle and

the cu rre n t stoppage o f Ford  Local 400 members a t the Ford  H ig h ­
land P ark  p lan t. In  the G M -Chevrole t s trikes , corpora tion  provoca­
tion  was clear and adm itted  by the In te rn a tio n a l leaders. N ever­
theless, they acted as s trikebreakers, removed the local o ffice rs by 
bureaucratic  decision, and gave the cue to the company to  f ir e  seven 
local o ffice rs  in v io la tion  o f a W L B  order. T h is  tim e, the Board was 
compelled to  soften its  action by reappo in ting  the local o ff ic e rs  under 
an ad m in is tra to r, loud ly and unsuccessfully appealing to  the W L B  
against the f ir in g s , and p rom is ing to see th a t the  local demands 
against speedup would be s a tis fa c to r ily  settled.

The la te s t co n flic t between the ranks and the leaders occurred 
la s t week in  the  Ford  Local 400 s tr ike . There R ichard T. Leonard, 
Ford D iv is ion  D irec to r, was rou nd ly  booed a t a m eeting o f the  s t r ik ­
ers fo r  a tte m p tin g  to organize a back-to -w ork m ovem ent and was sub­
sequently chased fro m  the scene when he appeared a t a p la n t gate 
ea rly  in the m orn ing  and tr ie d  to order the w orkers  in to  the p lan t. 
S ig n ific a n tly , s tr ike rs  were w earing  jackets bearing the slogan, 
“ Scrap the N o -S trike  Pledge— Local 400.”

T h is  slogan re flec ts  the awareness o f the w o rkers  o f the need 
fo r  a broader and m ore basic so lu tion to  th e ir  problem s than the 
episodic and isolated s trikes  w h ich have been the p r im a ry  means o f 
resistance to the an ti- la b o r o ffensive , W h ile  suppo rting  every s tru g ­
gle  o f the auto w orkers, The M il ita n t  has nevertheless repeatedly 
pointed ou t the lim ita tio n s  o f local and isolated s trugg les w h ich  by 
th e ir  ve ry  na ture  seldom prove e ffec tive  and o ften resu lt in  the v ic ­
tim iza tio n  o f the m ost m il ita n t  local members and leaders.

C o n fron ting  the U A W  w orkers a t the fo rthco m ing  convention is 
the im pera tive  need fo r  adop ting a whole new f ig h t in g  program  and 
electing a com plete ly new leadership fro m  the ranks, a leadership 
which w il l  guide and insp ire  the union in action  to  f u l f i l l  th a t p ro ­
gram . The adoption o f such a program  and the election o f such a 
leadership, however, can be achie\;ed on ly  in  a de libera te and o rgan­
ized s trugg le  aga inst the present top leaders. T ha t requires a f irm  
g roup ing  o f the m ilita n ts  based on a clear p rogram  o f th e ir  own and 
divorced from  a ll previous ties w ith  the old leadership o r any sec­
tion  o f it .

FO RM ATIO N OF A  NEW  M IL IT A N T  GROUPING
Evidence th a t an im p o rta n t section o f U A W  ran k  and f i le  m il i­

tan ts  and local leaders are beg inn ing to  grasp the need fo r  such an 
independent progressive g roup ing  around a m il ita n t p rog ram  is 
revealed in the recent fo rm a tio n  o f an independent m il ita n t  caucus, 
w ith  a program  centered p r im a r ily  around the demand fo r  rescind ing 
the no -s trike  pledge. T h is  group a t the ve ry  s ta r t  a ttrac ted  s ig n if­
ican t support fro m  o ffice rs  and lead ing com m itteem en o f a dozen 
o r more im p o rta n t locals in the D e tro it  area.

T h is group, in  the process o f developm ent and c rys ta lliza tio n , is  
an extrem e ly hopefu l sign, a lthough i t  s t i l l  contains tendencies op­
posed to  a fu lly -rounded , e ffec tive  p rogram  and some who are s t i l l  
re lu c ta n t to  sever com ple te ly  th e ir  ties w ith  a ll the present in te r ­
na tiona l leaders and power cliques.

There is a tendency which th in k s  tha t a ll the auto w orkers prob­
lems w il l  be solved s im p ly  by e lim in a tio n  o f the no -s tr ike  pledge. 
They fa i l  to take in to  account the fundam enta l p rob lem : th a t the 
basic issues co n fro n tin g  the  w orkers today can and w ill be solved, 
in  the f in a l analysis, on ly by po litica l means. Every ' issue o f the 
w orkers versus the em ployers, even the m ost m inor, has long  since 
become an issue between labor and the B ig  Business governm ent. 
The period o f mass unem ploym ent and s ta rva tio n  which looms ahead, 
the un fo ld ing  o f an a ll-o u t corporation-governm ent, o ffensive  against 
the labor movement, d ic ta tes the need fo r  a program  o f independent 
p o lit ic a l action th rough  an independent p a rty  o f labo r based on the 
trade unions which w il l  f ig h t  fo r  a fundam enta l p rogram  against 
the  fina nc ia l parasites and m onopolists and fo r  jobs, perm anent 
secu rity  and a decent standard o f l iv in g  fo r  a ll w orkers.

The need fo r  such an independent labo r p a r ty  has been p a r tia lly  
recognized th rou gh  the fo rm a tio n  o f the M ich igan  Com m onwealth 
Federation as an independent p a r ty  in  the  m ain strongho ld  o f the 
auto w orkers. Despite its  deficiencies th is  p a rty , w h ich  has secured

-®  its  ch ie f support fro m  the m il ita n t  au to w orkers, has a lready served 
to awaken m any thousands o f M ich igan  w o rkers  and insp ire  them  
to take the road o f independent p o lit ic a l action. M any o f the  lead ing 
elements in  the new group have taken an active p a r t  in  the M C F 
movement.

A n  in it ia l tes t o f the new m il ita n t  g roup ing  w ith in  the. U A W  was 
| provided by the M ich igan  S tute CIO Convention in  Ju ly . Here th is  
1 group, s t i l l  in its  e a rly  and fo rm a tiv e  stages, led a f ig h t  aga ins t the  
no -s trike  pledge. Due to lack o f serious o rgan iza tion  and p repa ra tion  
fo r  the flo o r s trugg le  th is  f ig h t  lost much o f its  p o ten tia l e ffec tive ­
ness. Nevertheless, ag a in t the combined opposition o f the en tire  CIO  
and U A W  top leadership, the bu reaucra tic  conduct o f the cha ir and 
the la rge  concentra tion o f delegates fro m  S ta lin is t-in fluenced  w h ite  
co lla r unions, one th ird  o f the delegates supported a m in o r ity  re p o rt 
to rescind the no -s tr ike  pledge. In  the election o f sta te  o ffice rs , the  
m il ita n t  group displayed a fu r th e r  weakness when i t  created con fu ­
sion on the key issue o f leadership by suppo rting  ce rta in  candidates 
who also ran on the slates o f the Addes and R euther cliques.

TH E  F IG H T  AG AINST T H E  N O -S TR IK E  PLEDG E
The f ig h t  on the no -s trike  pledge at the S tate CIO  convention 

provided a preview o f the tem per o f the auto w orkers and the fe r ­
ment in th e ir  ranks. T h is  po in ts to  a possible show-down f ig h t  aga inst 
the no -s tr ike  pledge at the U A W  convention. T h a t the  w orkers in  
the locals are determ ined to  press th is  f ig h t  has been fu r th e r  con­
firm ed  by the action taken in a num ber o f locals whose delegates 
at the S tate C IO  convention v io la ted the mandates o f th e ir  mem­
berships to vote against the no -s trike  pledge. These delegates have 
been v ir tu a lly  assured defeat in run n ing  fo r  delegate posts to  the  
U A W  convention.

The en tire  In te rn a tio n a l leadership is m ak ing  p repa ra tions to 
repel the an tic ipa ted o ffensive  aga inst the no -s tr ike  pledge. A l l  the 
heavy a r t i l le ry  o f the CIO o ff ic ia ls  and the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  
w i l l  be tra ined  once more upon the U A W  convention, in  an e f fo r t  to 
fru s tra te  the clear desires o f the rank and f ile . The union leadership 
again counts p r im a r ily  upon acrobatic f la g -w a v in g  to  d iv e rt the 
delegates, fro m  adopting a f ig h t in g  p rog ram  o f action aga inst the 
an ti- la b o r consequences o f the c a p ita lis t w a r. U A W  President 
Thomas is s igh t-see ing the b a ttle -fro n ts  o f N orm andy p r io r  to  the 
convention precise ly in order to p ick-up  more jin g o  am m un ition  to  
h u rl a t the convention delegates.

UAW  RANKS MUST CHOOSE A NEW  LE AD E R S H IP
A t the same tim e, as the convention nears, rep o rts  are c irc u la t­

ing  to  the e ffec t th a t, despite th e ir  u n ity  aga inst the ranks on a ll 
fundam enta l issues, the tw o top power cliques are p re pa ring  to  tu rn  
the convention in to  another d isg race fu l fa c tio n a l squabble fo r  con­
tro l o f the union apparatus. Deals are being made, double-crosses 
are being prepared. These w ill come ou t in the course o f the con­
vention. A s before such unprinc ip led  fac tio n  f ig h ts  w i l l  on ly  serve to  
confuse the rea l issues and prevent adequate discussion o f the de­
cisive questions.

Reuther, i t  is rum ored, is p lann ing once more to  p lay the fa lse  
ro le o f “ m il ita n t”  in order to ga in  the leadership o f the progressive 
forces and d iso rie n t th e ir  f ig h t  aga inst the no -s tr ike  pledge. The 
R eutheritcs are said to  be adop ting the s tra teg y  o f proposing a 
referendum  on the no -s trike  pledge as against its  o u tr ig h t revocation 
by the convention. The purpose o f such a proposal would be to  s ta ll 
o f f  any c lear-cut decision. Jus t as the M ich igan  CIO  leaders v io la ted 
the convention decision to  hold a re ferendum  on the labor p a rty , so 
the U A W  leaders, i f  they cannot secure a vote re a ff irm in g  the no- 
s tr ik e  pledge, would unquestionably p re fe r a vote fo r a referendum  
which would pe rm it them to  shelve the f ig h t  on the no -s trike  pledge 
a fte r  the convention.

T h is  auto w o rkers  convention can open a new and g lorious 
chapter in  the s trugg le  o f the A m erican  w orkers  in  defense o f th e ir  
r ig h ts  and conditions. T ha t s tru g g le  w i l l  have to be based on a f ig h t ­
in g  program , the f i r s t  p lank o f which m ust be, “ Scrap the  N o -S trike  
P ledge.”  T h a t p rogram  m ust also include the demand fo r  w ith d ra w a l 
o f labo r support from  the W ar Labor Board and p u ttin g  an e n d 'to  
com pany-unionism  in po litics  by b u ild in g  an independent Labor P a rty .

A successful f ig h t  fo r  (h is program  m ust begin w ith  an o rgan­
ized s trugg le  o f the m ilita n ts  aga inst the treacherous top leadership 
o f Thom as-Addes-Reuther-Frankensteen. T h is  leadership w i l l  have to  
be repudiated and e lim inated before the U A W -C IO  decks can be 
cleared fo r  action. The auto w orkers need to elect a m ilita n t leader­
ship pledged to ca rry  ou t th is  program  o f independent economic and 
po litica l s tru g g le  against the corpora tions and th e ir  governm enta l 
agents o f the Dem ocratic and Republican parties.
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W orking Class O f Paris And I ts  Glorious 
Trad itions In  The Revolutionary Struggle

By R u th  Johnson Q
The tumultuous developments of the past week have brought 

forth in the press many references to the revolutionary tradi­
tions of Paris. By deliberately twisted references to the “ traditions 
of the French Revolution of 1789,”  the capitalist commentators 
seek to conceal the v ita l working-class traditions of the French 
capital.

For the workers of France, of Europe, and of the entire 
world, however, the glorious traditions of Paris mean precisely 
those events which the capitalist press so fearfully conceals: 
the workers’ insurrection of® '

f i r

Paris Commune in Action

June, 1848 against the capital­
ist regime; the immortal Paris 
Commune of 1871; the sit-down 
strikes of 1936, in which the 
greatest factories of France were 
occupied by the working class!

J U L Y  1848
The f irs t wave o f p ro le ta rian  

revo lu tion  in Paris, the b r ie f in ­
surrection  o f 1848, fo llowed the 
conquest o f power by the Repub­
lican elements o f the ris in g  cap­
ita l is t  class. A ided by the w o rk­
ers who had good reason to seek 
the ove rth row  o f K in g  Louis 
Philippe , the representatives of 
the cap ita lis ts  won con tro l o f pa r­
liam ent. B u t once in power, the 
cap ita lis ts  turned against the 
workers who raised the demand 
fo r  a “ social repub lic .”  The cap i­
ta lis t  governm ent b r o i e  i t s  
pledges to the workers, banished 
the unemployed o f Paris to d is ­
ta n t provinces, denied the w o rk ­
ers’ demands, de libera te ly  p ro v ­
oked the w orkers to prem ature 
insurrection . In Ju ly  1848 fo r 
five days the w orkers battled he­
ro ica lly , before succum bing to the 
superio r s treng th  and o rgan iza­
tion  o f the ca p ita lis t arm ies.

T w en ty -th ree  years la te r, the 
w orkers o f Paris, tow a rd  the end 
o f the Franco-P russian w a r, rose 
up and established the im m orta l 
P aris  Commune —  the f irs t  w o rk ­
ers ’ s tate in h is to ry . F o r seventy- 
one days they m ainta ined th e ir  
Commune inside the besieged c ity , 
w h ile  they fo u g h t o f f  the arm ies 
o f the French cap ita lis ts , whose 
ranks had been swelled by B is­
m arck ’s “ g i f t ”  o f thousands o f 
p risoners o f war. In  its  sho rt ex­
istence, the Commune set a rec­
ord o f achievements which s t i l l  
in sp ire  the workers o f the en tire  
w orld .

P A R IS  C O M M U N E

The Commune replaced Ihe
stand ing a rm y by the un iversa l 
a rm ing  o f the people. I t  p roc la im ­
ed the separation o f church and 
state, the na tiona liza tion  o f a ll 
church p rope rty . I t  issued a de­
cree tu rn in g  over to  the contro l 
o f the w orkers a ll fac to ries  ab­
andoned or closed by th e ir ow n­
ers. I t  established a new kind o f 
govern ing body, com bin ing execu­
tiv e  and leg is la tive  functions, 
elected by un iversa l su ffrag e , and 
serv ing a t w o rk ing  men’s wages. 
Th is was the pa tte rn  upon which 
the Soviets were bu ilt in Russia 
du rin g  the 1905 Revolution, and 
perfected by the Bolshevik Revo­
lu tion  o f 1917.

In  tw en ty -th ree  years, the Pa­
r is  w o rk in g  class had gone f ar

beyond its  courageous bu t fo rm ­
less revo lt o f 1848. B ut, like  the 
1848 insurrection , the Commune 
was h is to r ic a lly  prem ature . The 
ca p ita lis t governm ent was able to 
conquer the Commune and to 
drown i t  in  blood. One hundred 
thousand o f the m ost h ig h ly  
sk illed  w o rkers  o f P aris  were 
murdered, exiled, o r ja ile d  —  the 
en tire  leadership o f the w o rk ing  
class o f France wiped out a t one 
b lo w !

T e rr ib le  as was the massacre 
o f the Communards fo r  the  w o rk ­
ers, i t  was a costly  v ic to ry  fo r  the 
French cap ita lis ts , fo r  i t  set back 
by a generation the in d u s tria l de­
velopm ent o f the na tion  and ex­
posed fo reve r the  naked b ru ta lity  
o f ca p ita lis t ru le . The massacre 
revealed to  the w orkers o f the 
world , how rea d ily  na tiona l cap i­
ta lis t r iv a ls  abandon th e ir  quar­
rels fo r  te r r ito ry  and m arkets to 
jo in  in the crush ing o f the p ro ­
le ta r ia t!

From  the insurrection  o f 1848 
the w orkers o f P aris  learned the 
need o f a program  o f c lear-cut 
class aims. F rom  the Commune 
the w orkers learned the fo rm  
which th e ir governm ent m ust 
take : the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro­
le ta ria t, exercised through w o rk ­
ers’ councils. The workers o( 
P aris  have given s t i l l  another 
weapon to the w orkers o f the 
world, the s it-down s tr ik e  devised 
in 1938 and qu ick ly  copied by 
w orkers  in  o ther nations, includ- 
ind our own.

1936 S IT -D O W N  S T R IK E S

A  g re a t spontaneous wave o f 
s trikes  swept over France from  
M ay 26 to  June 7 o f 1936, reach­
ing  its  h ighest po in t in  Paris, 
where the  w orkers took posses­
sion o f the huge C itroen and Re­
na u lt auto fac tories . The w o rk ­
ers demanded sho rte r hours, h ig h ­
er pay; in  Paris, the w orkers ad­
ded to the demand fo r  re form s, 
a p o lit ic a l demand fo r  a fun da ­
m enta l change in  the  govern­
ment its e lf. The P aris ian  w o rk ­
ers raised the red f la g  over the 
p lants, burned the c a p ita lis t pa­
pers, L ’ln tra n s ig e a n t and Le Soir, 
and attacked the presses. The 
P aris ian  w orkers  were ready to 
confiscate the p lan ts and move on 
to the conquest o f power; Paris 
stood on the threshold o f revo lu ­
tion !

In  1936 the h is to rica l conditions 
lack ing  in  1848 and 1871, were 
fu lfille d . The French ca p ita lis t 
class had outlived its  usefulness; 
p roduction under its  ru le  could no 
longer expand, but on ly  d im in ish. 
The w o rk in g  class was w e ll-k n it ,  
pow erfu l, eager to  s trugg le . O nly

REAL M O T IV E S  FOR  
BUSINESS SECRETS

D ra w in g  o f scene in  the P aris  Commune, fo re runner o f the  So­
vie ts. The p ic tu re  shows a d is tr ic t  com m ittee o f the Communards, 

men and women, workers, soldiers, and in te llec tua ls , who were cre­
a ting , in  the words o f Lenin, “ a new type o f sta te— the W orkers ’ 
S tate.”

one requ irem ent was lack ing , a 
revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  capable o f 
lead ing the w orkers to power.

T h is  fina l condition, however, 
proved decisive. The mass o f 
the w orkers were tied to the Com­
m un ist P a rty  and the Socialist 
P a rty . S ta lin  was w ill in g  to sell 
ou t the w o rk ing  class o f France 
to  m a in ta in  his m ilita ry  alliance 
w ith  French im peria lism . The 
tim orous S ocia lis t P a rty  feared 
revo lu tion  above a ll else. Both 
parties urged the w orkers to go 
back, to tru s t the p ro -cap ita lis t 
Popular F ron t governm ent, to 
w a it fo r  re form s. French cap i­
ta lism  bought, by a few  p a ltry  
wage concessions, a b reath ing 
spell which prepared fo r  the rep­
ressions o f Da lad ier and the war 
in  which m illio ns  o f F rench w o rk ­
ers have been sla in.

C O M ING  R E V O L U T IO N

Today, as the w orkers o f Paris 
once more raise th e ir  heads, i t  
is w e ll to reca ll the words o f 
Engels, w r itte n  in 1891. “ Thanks 
to the economic and p o litica l dev­
elopm ent o f France since 1789,”
Engels said in his in tro du c tion  to 
M a rx ’s C iv il W ar in  France, “ Pa­
r is  has fo r  f i f ty  years been placed 
in the position th a t no revolu-1 o lu tion.

tion  could break out there w ith ­
out assum ing a p ro le ta ria n  cha r­
acte r.”  How true  and im p o rta n t 
are those words today, in  consid­
e ring  events to  come!

A lthough reports  in the cap i­
ta lis t  press on recent occurrences 
are sparse and censored, they in ­
dicate th a t the w orkers o f Paris 
took the in it ia t iv e  th rough  s t r ik ­
es and armed resistance in  the 
up ris in g  against the Nazis and 
against the French c a p ita lis t co l­
labora tors. These w orkers o f Pa­
ris  fough t, no t in order to defend 
the h is to r ic a lly  ou tlived ideas and 
aim s o f the bourgeois revo lu tion 
o f 1789, as the ca p ita lis t press 
wishes the world to believe, but 
to pave the way fo r  the rea liza ­
tion  o f the program  o f socialism.

There is every reason to expect 
th a t in the revo lu tiona ry  s tru g ­
gles ahead the French w orkers 
w ill rem em ber and app ly  the les­
sons they have learned in th e ir  
hundred-year s trugg le  aga inst na­
tiv e  ca p ita lis t ru le  and fo re ign  
dom ination.

The Commune, in the fo rm  of 
workers ' soviets, w ill be reborn 
and make Paris once again a 
strongho ld of the pro le ta rian  rev-

Last week WPB Chairman 
Donald Nelson urged Congress 
to enact a law' providing severe 
penalties for any government 
employe who divulges “ in any 
manner any information which 
was committed in confidence to 
the War Production Board.”

R E A L  A IM S
As Nelson expla ined it ,  the 

ostensible purpose o f th is  mea­
sure would be to  prevent “ trade 
secrets”  o f one firm  fro m  g e ttin g  
in to  the possession o f its  compe­
t ito rs  th rough  governm ent sour­
ces. A c tu a lly , such a measure 
could be employed fo r  suppres­
sing d isc lo su re s  o f frau d u le n t 
practices, w aste fu l .production 
methods, cost-padding and p ro ­
fitee ring— a ll o f  which are cover­
ed by the  te rm  “ business se­
crets.”

U nder the system o f monopoly 
cap ita lism  the p r im a ry  ob jective 
o f “ business secrets”  is to  con­
ceal the c r im in a l practices and

How Mexican Stalinists Betrayed 
The Masses To Their Exploiters

By A. Roland

I he presidential elections of 1940 in Mexico were interpreted 
by the Stalinists as a decisive struggle between democracy and 
fascism. The “ officia l”  candidate Camacho was touted as the 
champion of democracy. The reactionary General Almazan was, 
it seemed, asking, for the votes of the Mexicans in order to in­
troduce a totalitarian regime. The support given Avila Camacho 
by the government in power—-naturally including the backing 
of the armed forces—made it a'®
foregone conclusion that A l- I Cardenas. These comrades were 
mazan would be defeated. The ve,'>’ ignorant, yes, igno ran t 
form ality of voting did not at < ~ > f -  »  the governm ent o
all mean, under the regime or 
“ Mexican democracy,”  that the 
votes of opponents would be 
counted.

The w o rkers  were fa r  fro m  
enthused d u rin g  the campaign or 
a fte r  the “ choice”  o f Camacho.
Even those who had been m isled 
by the em pty phrases of Toled- 
ano. were soon angered by the 
attacks on w o rk in g  class r ig h ts  
o f the new regime. They were 
especially incensed by the a t­
tem pt to erase A rt ic le  123 — the 
so-called B il l of R ights of M exi­
can Labor — from  the C onstitu ­
tion . Toledano found i t  increas­
in g ly  necessary to expla in w hy 
the S ta lin is ts  had been so in s is t­
ent in  th e ir  support of General 
Camacho. I t  seems they had been 
misunderstood. I t  was not th a t 
Camacho was h im se lf a great de­
mocrat. but ra the r th a t he was 
the lesser evil.

T O L E D A N O ’S B E T R A Y A L

Vicente Toledano made th is  rev­
ea ling speech in  Ju ly  1942: “ I t  is  
necessary to  recognize the condi­
tions e x is tin g  in M exico today.
There are comrades who thought 
th a t when the new governm ent 
came in , i t  would continue the 
same policies as those of General

w ill bo succeeded by a r ig h tis t,  
not a le ft is t, regime. You m ust 
open your eyes and understand 
this, th in k  w ith  your heads, take 
account o f the s itua tion  in  Mexico 
today, com rades'”

An am azing speech! E v id en tly  
the workers were th in k in g  w ith  
th e ir  feet and m oving away from  
leaders whose whole, po licy was 
being discred ited by the qu ick- 
march of the bourgeoisie to the 
r ig h t. I t  was not on ly  that the 
p ro le ta ria t fe l l  incensed at the 
collaboration of some of th e ir 
leaders w ith  the reactionary re­
gime: they were a ll the more 
outraged at the preaching of such 
defeatism even before any battle 
had been jo ined. The w o rk in g  
class had made tremendous strides 
d u rin g  the  period o f s trugg le  
against the fore ign im peria lis ts . 
True, th is  was because the Mex­
ican cap ita lis ts  had fe lt the need 
of mass support a t a c r it ic a l tim e. 
But the workers had learned to 
press fo r th e ir  own demands, 
they had organized consciously as 
a class, they had begun to p a r ti­
cipate in the ad m in is tra tion  of 
industry . They had powerfu l un­
ions. They even possessed the 
advantage of an armed, tra ined 
w o rk ing  class m ilit ia .

Yet here was a leadership ask­
in g  these conscious workers, at a 
moment when they fe lt  stronger 
than ever before in  Mexican h is ­
tory, to pe rm it the bourgeoisie 
to  w ipe out a ll these gains. And 
w ith o u t a struggle, since tha t 
could on ly b ring  on fascism! One 
can conceive of no greater be­
traya l. I t  is no t the workers who 
are igno ran t; i t  is Toledano who 
wishes to fo is t ignorance on the 
w o rk ing  class. The en tire  h is­
to ry  of our epoch, the lessons of 
every fascist v ic to ry , show that 
once the strugg le reaches a c r i t ­
ica l stage the w o rk ing  class w ill 
undergo defeat and the hellish 
yoke of fascism i f  i t  retreats In 
stead of advancing. The Toled 
anos hope to sm other the bourge­
oisie in to  friend liness by th e ir 
carelessness. Theirs  is the S ta lin ­
is t line  o f p reven ting  the p ro le ta r­
ian revo lu tion  a t a ll costs, in c lud ­
ing  the y ie 'd in g  up o f a ll gains 
w ith o u t a f ig h t  in order to placate 
the c a p ita lis t ru l in g  class.

It is not. on ly the present ru lin g  
clique in  Mexico that desired the 
war in order to drown out a ll op­
position under the guise of pros­
ecuting Die war. The Stalinist.«- 
also welcomed the declaration of 
war — indeed, they clamored for 
i t  — since th is  would serve to 
cover th e ir  po licy o f be traya l as 
we ll. They feel th a t they can bet 
ter ca rry  out th e ir  v icious attac 
against honest revo lu tionär 
w o rk ing  class leaders under th 
aegis of war than  d u rin g  tim e of 
peace. A ll who advocate m ilita n t 
actiou on the pa rt of the to ile r 
can then be labelled as being op­
posed to the war. The T ro tsky ­
ists who are opposed to the w ar 
can be subjected —  and are —  to

Puerto Rican Rebel 
Leader Faces New 
Threat of Prison

N E W  Y O R K , Sept. 1 —  A  pub­
lic  cam paign to  secure a fu l l  P re­
s iden tia l pardon fo r  D r. Pedro 
A lb izu  Campos, leader o f the 
Puerto Rican N a tio n a lis t (Inde ­
pendence) p a rty , and to  prevent 
h is being re turned to  prison was 
announced today by M o rris  M il-, 
gram , na tiona l secre ta ry o f the 
W orkers Defense League.

“ D r. A lb izu  Campos was con­
victed in  1936 on the  charge o f 
consp iring  to  ove rth row  t h e  
U n ited  States g o v e r n m e n t  
by fo rce  though h is  m ovem ent 
has a record o f non-v io len t 
action surpassing th a t o f the In ­
dia Congress P a rty ,”  said M r. 
M ilg ra m . “ In  his f ir s t  t r ia l  the 
ju ry  disagreed, s ix  Am ericans v o t­
in g  g u ilty  and six P uerto  Ricans 
v o tin g  no t g u ilty .  He was conv ic t­
ed in the  second t r ia l  by a ju r y  
consis ting o f ten Am ericans and 
tw o P uerto  Ricans, employees o f 
the b ig  A m erican sugar in terests. 

“ M r.E lm e r E llsw o rth , a member 
o f the conv ic ting  ju ry , who repu­
diated his vote fo r  conviction, 
charges tha t the ju ry  was packed 
by im p o rta n t o ffic ia ls  o f the  b ig  
Am erican corpora tions which were 
annoyed by D r. A lb izu  Campos’ 
labor ac tiv itie s  and his ag ita tio n  
fo r  independence, which m ig h t 
have seriously a ffected th e ir  f in ­
ancia l in terests. Am ong the corpo­
ra tions  represented on the ju ry  
w ere: The N a t. C ity  Bank, The 
Chase N a t. Bank, The A rm ou r 
F e r t iliz e r  Co., The Radio Cor­
poration o f Am erica, In te rn a tio n ­
al Telephone and Telegraph, The 
Puerto Rican Coal Company, The 
Puerto Rican Steel Company, The 
U nited States Rubber Company 
and The C a te rp illa r T ra c to r Com­
pany.

“ Though he was sentenced to 
s ix  years in prison and fo u r

. . .  f i years suspended sentence, D r. A l-
wh.pped-up campaign of tc u o , . ac tu a lly  served QVer
,e Mexican S ta lin is ts  have beer I ,  yea‘ .S) as the ti:

hidden p ro fits  o f the ow ning class 
fro m  the people. The w a r has 
g iven B ig  Business unbounded 
opportun ities  to reap p ro fits  on 
a scale never rea lized before. 
U nder the guise o f “ p a tr io t is m ”  
and “ w a rtim e  necessity”  the cap­
i ta l is t  p lunderbund has looted the 
pub lic  treasu ry , grabbed up na­
tu ra l resources, strengthened its  
s trang leho ld  o n p r o d u c t i o n ,  
These are “ business secrets”  
which the corpora tions now more 
than  ever seek to  conceal fro m  
the w orkers, who are be ing com­
pelled to pay the  costs o f the w a r 
th rough  frozen  wages, e x to rtio n ­
ate p a y ro ll taxes, and soaring 
prices.

Leon T ro tsky , in  h is p rogram ­
m atic  document fo r  the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, “ The Death A gony 
o f C ap ita lism  and the Tasks o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l,”  ex­
posed the tru e  character o f “ bu­
siness secrets” :

“ The m otiva tion  offe red fo r  the 
p rinc ip le  o f business ‘secrets’ is 
ostensib ly, as in  the epoch o f l ib ­
era l cap ita lism , tha t o f free  ‘com­
pe tition .’ In  re a lity , the trus ts  
keep no secrets fro m  one another. 
The business secrets o f the pre­
sent epoch arc p a rt o f a pers i­
stent. p lo t o f monopoly ca p ita l­
ism aganst the in te rests o f so­
c ie ty. P rojects fo r  l im it in g  the 
autocracy o f ‘economic roya lis ts ’ 
w ill continue to  be pathetic 
farces as long as p riva te  owners 
o f the social means o f production 
can hide from  producers and con­
sumers the m achinations o f ex­
p lo ita tion , robbery and fraud . The 
abo lition  o f ‘business secrets’ is 
the f irs t  step towards actual con­
tro l o f in d u s try .”

I t  is the du ty  o f organized labor 
to  la y  bare, as T ro ts k y  pu t it ,  
“ th a t unconscionable squandering 
o f human labo r which is the re ­
s u lt o f c a p ita lis t anarchy and 
naked p u rs u it o f p ro fit.”  To th a t 
end, the unions m ust counter the 
ca p ita lis t c la im  o f “ in v io la b ility ”  
fo r  “ business secrets”  w ith  the 
demand: “ Open the books and 
records o f the co rpo ra tions !”

By V. Grey

lie
e ll-tra ined  also in the use o.f 

the one u n fa ilin g  weapon in  the 
arsenal o f'th e  K rem lin  —  slander 
and calum ny. The Toledanos t ry  
to create the usual amalgam be- 
ween the vanguard of the w o rk ­

ing  class and the most reaction 
ry  element among the bourge­

oisie— in  M exico the S inarquists.

RE S U LTS  OF W AR

The w a r m ay serve to postpone 
the show-down in 'M e x ico . That 
is indeed p a rtly  the func tion  of 
every im p e ria lis t w a r: the cap i­
ta lis ts  aim to shut o ff the class 
strugg le at home th a t is tending 
to resu lt in  c iv i l war. They in ­
vert the fo rm u la  of Lenin. They 
want to tu rn  the c iv il w a r in to 
im p e ria lis t war. But w ar has nev- 
er yet solved the problem. Not 
on ly does i t  clamp the lid  on a 
pot ready to  bo il, b u t i t  serves 
also to bu ild  lip  pressure all the 
more. In Mexico the w ar is ere-

tim e  he spent 
in ja il in Puerto Rico d u rin g  his 
appeal was not counted. Since 
being released on parole in 1943, 
Dr. A lb izu  Campos has been in  
Columbus hospita l in  N ew  Y ork  
recovering fro m  illnesses con­
trac ted  in prison.

‘The o rig in a l t r ia l  judge, a 
fo rm e r governor o f South Caro- 
ina named Cooper, is now a t­

tem pting  to  re tu rn  A lb izu  Cam­
pos to prison on the grounds th a t 
he has not complied w ith  parole 
regulations. A lb izu  Campos has 
refused to rep o rt to the parole 
agents because o f his a lm ost re l i­
gious conviction th a t Puerto 
Rico is r ig h t fu lly  independent 
and th a t lie cannot recognize any 
legal r ig h t  o f the U n ited  States 
governm ent over him.

“ I t  is extrem ely im p o rtan t th a t 
a il r ig h t  th in k in g  Am ericans 
w rite  at. once to President Roos­
eve lt and A tto rn e y  General F ran-

a tin g  sharper cleavages because I ™  D epartm ent o f Justice,
of economic in fla t io n  w h ich robs W ashington D. C., requesting a

Quick-Change
Artist

“ B r it is h  in terests required 
us to keep out o f the quarre l 
which has broken out in  the 
F a r E as t and no t w anton ly 
th row  away our old and valued 
friendsh ip  w ith  Japan. I t  was 
th» in te rest o f the whole w orld  
tha t law  and order should be 
established in the no rthern  
pa rt o f China. . . The condition 
o f China, plunged in a strange 
com bination o f anarchy and 
Communism was the cause o f 
boundless and inexpressib le 
m isery to her industrious peo­
ple. China was in  the same 
state tha t Ind ia  would fa l l  in to  
i f  the gu id ing  hand o f England 
was w ith d ra w n .”  —  W inston 
C hurch ill, February 24, 1933.

* * *
“ On th is  day when China 

embarks on her e igh th year of 
her f ig h t fo r  freedom, I  send 
to you. M r. President, and to 
the Chinese people whose s p ir it  
you person ify, my best wishes 
and those o f a ll my cou n try ­
men. . . When v ic to ry  in the 
W est is won— and v ic to ry  now 
seems sure— we shall fu lf i l l  
our pledge to b ring  our whole 
weight to bear on Japan, an 
enemy whose odious and ba r­
barous conduct has filled  the 
hearts o f my countrym en w ith  
an im placable and remorseless 
detestation .”  —  W inston C hur­
ch ill, message to Chiang K a i- 
shek, Ju ly 7, 1911.

fu ll pardon fo r  D r. Pedro A lb izu  
Campos.”

both workers and m iddle class.
The s tru g g le  against the condi­
tions created by the w ar can 
hard ly  he long postponed. The 1 the true  w o rk ing  class m ilita n ts  
workers w ill learn in th is  figh t to fa il u tte r ly  of its  purpose of 
also that the S ta lin is ts  have severing a ll bonds between the 
no th ing to propose but a program  revo lu tion is ts  and the workers, 
of defeatism and betrayal. The same th in g  holds true in

The Mexican p ro le ta r ia t w ill Mexico as everywhere else, th a t 
learn the real m eaning of S talin- the v ic to ry  of the oppressed peo 
ism not only in th e ir  im m ediate pie of Mexico can bo achieved 
experiences at. home, h u t from  on ly w ith  the eradication of the 
the more and more openly rear- poison of S ta lin ism  from  the body 
tlo n a ry  conduct of S ta lin ism  on of the w o rk ing  class. I t  can be 
the w orld  arena. I t  is th is  more accomplished on ly through the 
than an y th ing  else th a t w i l l  | w ise guidance o f a t r u ly  devoted 
cause the campaign of the pe ril- I leadership, th a t of the T ro tsky- 
dious S ta lin is ts  of Mexico against I is t F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

“ H u h !”  snorts  S c isso rb ill Sam, the bosses’ man, “ So eve ry­
one w i l l  have $10,000 under socialism ? T h a t don’t  mean a th in g . 
W hy, M organ and the sm art guys w i l l  ge t i t  back fro m  you je rk s  
in  a m onth and you ’l l  a ll be back where you s ta rted  fro m .”

Scissorb ill is  m istaken. F irs t ,  socialism  is n ’t  go ing  to  ju s t  g ive  
everyone $10,000 w ith  a bang. There isn ’t  th a t  much m oney. Second, 
the  money th a t the fe llow s do have, no one is go ing  to  stea l aw ay 
fro m  them , because the w o rke rs ’ governm ent we are go ing  to  
establish w i l l  p reven t th a t so rt o f th in g .

Socialism  may very lik e ly  g ive us a ll an income in  the ne ighbor­
hood o f $10,000 a year a fte r  a sho rt tim e  o f planned production.
By c u ttin g  ou t a ll waste and foolishness, increasing production, by 
organ iz ing  i t  on a na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l scale, c u tt in g  ou t the 
bosses’ blood-and-sweat money, $10,000 a year is a rea lizable income 
fo r  every w orker.

B u t th a t ’s on ly  $200 a week. I f  a w o rk ingm an  chose to  gam ble 
th a t aw ay every week instead o f buy ing  a house and ca r and th in g s  
fo r  the fa m ily ,  w hy he’d s t i l l  have his income the  n e x t week be­
cause he’d own a share in  production. J u s t lik e  in  o u r day m il­
lio n a ire  Tom m y M an v ille  can buy one w ife  a f te r  another, pay them  
a ll a lim ony, and s t i l l  have money the n e x t week because he had an 
income o f several thousand a week fro m  his share in  production . 
The on ly  d iffe rence  is th a t the w o rke r would have the  share he’s 
en title d  to  by w o rk in g  fo r  i t ,  whereas M an v ille , a c a p ita lis t, has 
the much b igge r share th a t the  c a p ita lis t system gives h im  w ith o u t 
w o rk in g  fo r  it .

HO W  T H E  R IC H  M A K E  T H E IR  M ONEY
O f course, i t  isn ’t  so lik e ly  th a t  a m an in  h is  senses is  go ing  

to  th ro w  aw ay 200 do lla rs a week. E verybody we know  in  the  shop 
today w ho ’s g e ttin g  a lo t  o f overtim e in , o r w o rk in g  th a t lousy 
piecework a t the o ther end, is  e ith e r t r y in g  to  buy a house, o r saving 
a few  bucks fo r  a fte r  the w a r. There are a couple o f tou gh  cases 
th a t tw e n ty  five and th ir t y  years w o rk  fo r  th is  w o nd e rfu l com pany 
have made punch drunk. They th ro w  aw ay the l i t t le  th e y  have be­
cause the y ’ve been th rou gh  too  much and th e y ’ve lo s t a ll hope. B u t 
in  the  m ain a fe w  d rinks  on pay day seem to  be the ex te n t o f any 
extravagance you m ig h t notice around here.

B u t suppose everyone did have 10,000 in  cash. S c isso rb ill’s idea 
is  th a t the y ’d a ll lose i t  p la y in g  crap o r push i t  over th e  ba r. O r 
else someone would fleece them  w ith  w orth less o il stock o r sell 
them  the  B roo k lyn  B ridge . The idea be ing th a t ’s the  w ay people ge t 
r ic h  today, so w h y  w ou ldn ’t  the y  do i t  under socia lism ?

I f  you stop to  th in k  o f i t ,  though, you ’l l  see th a t the  re a lly  
r ich  people d idn ’ t  ge t th a t way by p lay in g  a few  hands o f poker.
In  fac t, they o ften  drop thousands o f do lla rs  in  the games a t M onte 
Carlo, Reno, T ia  Juana, New  Y o rk , etc. To them  i t ’s ju s t  lik e  
p itch in g  pennies. The ric h  get th e ir  money d ire c tly  ou t o f produc­
tio n — out o f the  th ings  we produce fo r  them — out o f th e ir  ow ner­
sh ip  o f the fac to ries  and productive  system o f the coun try . T h a t’s 
where money is re a lly  made. N o w ealth  is made a t a ll w ith o u t 
production.

Once th is  ha nd fu l o f bloodsuckers no longer owned the fac to ries  
the y  would be helpless. Do you th in k  th e y ’re  go ing  to  be able to  
ge t the fac to ries  back fro m  ou r po w erfu l w o rke rs ’ governm ent?

Some c a p ita lis t who m ig h t happen to  know  a n y th in g  about the  
fa c to ry  a t a l l we m ig h t possib ly make an a d m in is tra to r o f some 
k ind , bu t he w i l l  ju s t  be an employee, a w o rke r, lik e  anyone else. 
A nd  he’l l  ge t a w o rk in g m a n ’s income. No dividend checks o r bond 
coupons fo r  ten thousand do lla r n ig h t club pa rties, s ix -day  alim onies 
and 30 day toots. The dividends, i f  you w a n t to  ca ll them  th a t, w i l l  
be ours. W ha t we produce w i l l  belong to  us.

The w o rkers ’ governm ent we w i l l  establish w i l l  see to i t  th a t 
th in gs  stay th a t way. The b iggest c rim e w i l l  be fo r  some in d iv id u a l 
to  t r y  to  restore the old d ir ty  and crazy w ay o f do ing th in g s  by 
a tte m p tin g  to  take over a p la n t fo r  h im se lf.

H O W  CAN T H E  BOSS COME BACK?
True, the fo rm e r c a p ita lis t m ig h t n o t w a n t to  w o rk  fo r  us.

He m ig h t no t w a n t to  use his “ g re a t b ra in ”  and h is  “ w onderfu l 
ta le n ts ”  in  the service o f  the  people who gave h im  th e ir  blood and 
muscles fo r  generations. He m ay figu re  on g e ttin g  a ll us people 
back to  w o rk  fo r  h im  again instead o f fo r  ourselves. B u t how ’s he 
go ing to  do it?  t ie  can’t  save up enough dough to  buy a fa c to ry . 
N o t a t 200 per.

W e ll, he sees the boys p la y in g  crap in the wash room . Suppose 
he th row s in  a p a ir o f loaded dice and w ins the  whole p la n t fro m  
them d u rin g  lunch hour. In  th a t case he w il l  be the  one who’s 
bought the B rook lyn  B ridge— because the shop w il l  belong to  the  
w orkers ’ governm ent, and i t  cannot be sold.

H e ’l l  have to  w o rk  fo r  h is  200 the same as everyone else. 
Everybody w i l l  be on the lookou t fo r  h im . I t  w on ’t  be ju s t  a  case 
o f h is obeying the soc ia lis t law . B u t a l l the  fe llow s and g ir ls  w i l l  
help to enforce the  law  by seeing th a t th is  p a rtic u la r custom er 
doesn’t  ge t an y th in g  w ith o u t w o rk in g  fo r  i t .

B u t le t ’s assume th a t we’re dum b enough to  be so rry  fo r  th is  
guy. We see how pushing a pen in the  office fo r  a lousy 200 do lla rs  
a week is ju s t  w earing  him  out. L e t’s assume w e 're  dum b enough 
to le t him stop w o rk  and start, robbing people again. F o r the  sake 
o f argum ent w ith  Scissorb ill le t’s assume a ll th is .

A ll r ig h t .  So he sets up a book in  the back o f a barber shop. 
There ’s enough guys th a t fo llo w  the  ponies. They w i l l  k ic k  in  a 
p a rt o f th e ir  wages every week, he th in ks . B u t he’d be w rong .

W hen the fe llow s have 200 com ing in  every week, w h y  should 
they  t r y  to  run i t  up to  1000 one week when the chances are tw e n ty  
to one aga inst them  ? I t ’s when a fe llo w ’s hard up th a t he usu a lly  
w ants to  pu t his las t cent on a long shot. W hen the cabbage is  
com ing in  steady he’s too busy p a in tin g  h is house, rem ode lling  it ,  
o r th in k in g  about a new one o r som eth ing lik e  th a t.

O r say th is  fo rm e r M organ or Rockefe ller is such a very  sharp 
opera to r tha t he sells shares in  a perpetua l m otion machine o r an 
o il w e ll th a t gushes gasoline. F irs t  i t  w i l l  be aga inst the  law  fo r  
anyone to own shares in  a company a p a rt fro m  the res t o f the  
people. We w i l l  a ll own the “ companies”  together, and any in d i­
v idua l stock would be confiscated. W ith  people know ing th is , who 
would buy a gold B rick, genuine o r o therw ise?

B u t suppose by superhum an, o r subhuman, cheating  and th ie v ­
e ry  one o f these seven day wonders picked up a hundred tho u ­
sand do lla rs  in  cash. W ha t is he go ing  to  do w ith  it?  He cou ld n 't 
buy back h is  47 room m ansion, because w e’d be using th a t  as one 
o f our sum m er homes fo r  old people. He couldn’t  bu ild  a new ono 
because we w ouldn ’t  a llow  any more than ten rooms o r so fo r  one 
person. I t  wastes too much b u ild in g  m a te ria l. O f course, he m ig h t 
t r y  to d r in k  up a few  thousand gallons o f liquo r, and get. a few  
foo ls to help him . T h is  would make h im  look and act lik e  a ca p ita l­
is t again. B u t he w ou ldn ’t  be one though. He w ou ldn ’t  g e t th a t  
b ig  dividend check next m on th— he w ou ldn ’t  have thousands o f 
people con tinuously w o rk in g  fo r  h im . in  “ h is ’ ’ fa c to ry , m aking  h im  
and h is ch ild ren  w e a lthy  fo reve r.

How  would he get hold o f a fa c to ry  so he could do th is?  
How would he buy a m ine or a b ig  p lan ta tion?  He w ouldn ’t .  He 
couldn’t. Because i t  would be aga inst ou r lew . And i f  he somehow 
got around the law  and managed to s ta r t out on a sm all scale, 
find ing  fo u r o r f iv e  zombies to  w o rk  fo r  h im  (no sane, liv e  people 
w i l l  w o rk  fo r  less than they can make in  th e ir  own socia lis t shops') 
he’d soon have to  go ou t o f business anyw ay, because he could never 
stand up aga inst the com petition  o f our m ig h ty  soc ia lis t industries . 
W e’d crush his cockroach co rpora tion  as easily as the b ig  corpora­
tions crush th e ir  sm alle r com petito rs today.
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No Middle Ground
As a re su lt o f th is  present an 

t if ie ia l w a rtim e  boom there are 
m any o f us who have been tern 
p o ra rily  able to rise above our 
previous economic sta tions in life . 
T h is  has caused qu ite  a few o f 
the  short-s igh ted bro thers to 
thum b th e ir noses a t the fu tu re  
and to sneer a t the com ing ac­
celeration o f the class s trugg le . 
They refuse to help po in t out the 
ro le the N egro  m ust p lay  i f  we 
are to surv ive  and progress.

You may have heard one or 
more o f them. T he ir cocity pa l­
aver goes like  th is : “ Yes, 1 know 
the Negro w orkers are go ing to 
catch hell as soon as the lay o ffs  
and depression come hu t tha t 
won’t a ffec t me. I ’ l l  he able to 
get along on the money I ’ve got 
tucked away, so why should I 
w o rry?  1 am an educated, res­
pectable N egro ; a tax  payer who 
is be tte r o f f  financ ia lly  Ihan the 
average w o rk ing  man. Because 
o f my position in life  I can avoid 
any persecution o f the masses 
which may come.”

W ID E -S W E E P IN G

A lm o s t every day, however, 
some inc ident occurs th a t in d i­
cates th a t “ m iddle-class”  Negroes 
w il l  in ev ita b ly  be swept up and 
carried in the wake o f an ti-N e - 
gro ism  ju s t the same as those who 
w o rk  fo r  wages. Racial p re ju ­
dice knows no economic d is tinc ­
tions and a brown man is brown 
fo r  life . S trange as i t  m ay seem, 
the  sk in  co lor does not change 
in accordance w ith  the bank ba l­
ance. In  th e ir  a ttem pts to  m a in ­
ta in  economic oppression over a ll 
the w o rk in g  people the ru lin g  
class w ill reso rt to ig n it in g  on a 
na tion-w ide scale the w e ll-la id  
tinde rs  o f an ti-N egro ism . There 
w ill be no compassion on “ be tte r 
class”  Negroes; there w ill be no 
escape fo r  the “ ta lented te n th ;”  
there w ill be no m iddle ground.

In  New Ibe ria , La. th is  year we 
saw Negro professionals banished 
fro m  the tow n because they 
were active in t r y in g  to set up 
a branch o f the N A A C P  and to 
obta in  some economic concess­
ions fo r  the Negroes. In  M em ph­
is, Tenn. we saw w e a lth y  D r. J. B. 
M a rt in  phys ica lly  ru n  ou t o f 
tow n because he dared speak out 
aga inst the Crum p machine. I t  
was also here th a t a prom inent 
preacher was threatened w ith  
violence because he allowed A. 
P h ilip  Randolph to speak in his 
church to union members.

Reported th is  week from  Came­
ron, Texas was the savage beat­
in g  adm in istered to Cecil Poole, a 
New ton County A g r ic u ltu ra l E x ­
tension A gent, and his being run 
out to town m inus his belongings 
and his job  because he com m itted 
the “ crim e”  o f vo tin g  in the Ju ly  
elections and urged others to  do 
so. A lthough  Newton County is 
50% colored and a lthough Poole 
ha ils  from  an ou ts tand ing and 
w e ll-to-do N egro fa m ily , yet he 
cannot re tu rn  home i f  he values 
his life .

LY N C H  MOB

By fa r  the best, (o r ra the r, 
w o rs t), example o f the non-im ­
m u n ity  o f “ be tte r-c lass”  Negroes 
to  the vicious poisons o f an ti- 
N egro ism  was revealed in the re ­
cent exposure o f the barbaric  
lynch ing  o f the prom inen t Rev. 
Isaac Simmons o f A m ite  County, 
M iss. Th is 66 year old fa rm e r- 
m in is te r was the  owner o f a 220 
acre tra c t o f land, com plete ly 
debt-free (w h ich is ex trem e ly  un­
common in those pa rts ) and rich 
in tim be r. F urthe rm ore , the land
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had recently shown evidence o f 
con ta in ing  heavy oil deposits.

A pp are n tly  the whites in th is 
area decided tha t not th is  Negro, 
but they, should reap the harvest 
o f the o il riches. The owner o f 
the ad jo in ing  p rope rty  began p ro ­
vocations against Simmons by d i­
rec ting  him  not to cut any more 
tim ber from  his (S im m ons’) land. 
Realizing the obvious fa c t tha t 
they s im p ly  intended to take his 
land from  him . Rev. Simmons 
consulted lawyers in two o f the 
nearby towns in order to pro tect 
his in terests. Seeing th a t th is  
was a “ sm art n igge r,”  the whites 
ev idently  decided to make an ex­
ample o f him .

S ix o f them  beat h im  up and 
his 46 year old son, E ld ru lg e  S im ­
mons, cursed them and to ld  Rev. 
Simmons he shouldn’t  have been 
so “ s m a rt”  as to seek legal aid. 
D r iv in g  to a secluded spot, they 
pu t 3 shotgun blasts in  the 66 
year old m an’s back and then 
m utila ted  him , inc lud ing  cu ttin g  
out his tongue. A f te r  beating and 
th rea ten ing  the son i f  he to ld  on 
them, they fin a lly  le t h im  go. The 
son made the news known and 
directed the s h e r if f  to the body 
and also named the five men which 
were known to him . The s h e r if f  
and the constable then arrested 
young Simmons “ fo r  his own sa­
fe ty ”  and kept him  in the cooler 
fo r  a m onth. They fin a lly  le t 
h im  go and advised th a t he leave 
town. The o ffic ia l ve rd ic t stated 
th a t Rev. Simmons died a t the 
hands "o f  unknown pa rties .”

The son, th rough the N A A C P , 
has requested investiga tion  by the 
Governor o f M ississipp i and the 
A tto rney-G enera l’s office. He has 
made public the names and ad­
dresses o f the lynch ing  p a rty  
members. I t  is extrem e ly doubt­
fu l whether they w ill be convicted 
and sentenced o r even brought to 
justice . W hether o r not they are 
is nowhere near as im p o rta n t as 
is the lesson th a t Negro in te l­
lectuals should draw fro m  th is  in ­
famous excess o f an ti-N egro ism . 
This case was d iffe re n t in tha t it  
showed a resentm ent o f the 
whites aga inst the Negro s im p ly 
because he stood to prosper from  
the o il on his land —  o il which, 
fo r  th a t m atte r, should be fo r  the 
good o f m ankind and not fo r  ex­
p lo ita tion  by any one man.

C A N ’T  IG N O R E  F IG H T

I t  m ay w e ll be, then, th a t the 
anger o f a m isd irected mob o f 
whites m ig h t vent its e lf  f irs t  —  
instead o f la s t —  on the "b e tte r 
class”  Negroes. These are the 
ones who th in k  they can ignore 
the class s trugg le  because they 
have confidence in find ing  some 
haven by v ir tu e  o f th e ir  money 
where they w i l l  be protected from  
the in te rra c ia l chaos th a t is sure 
to be instiga ted by the desperate 
cap ita lis ts  in th e ir  a ttem pts  to 
keep th e ir  decrepit system o f w ar 
and depression. In  several na­
tion -w ide  po lls th a t have recently  
been conducted among w h ites as 
to th e ir  im pression o f the Negro 
s trugg le  th is  trend has been n o t­
iced. In  m any o f the rem arks we 
have seen th is  though t: The Negro 
is g e ttin g  too m any concessions 
already. He is m aking  too much 
money ou t o f th is  w a r —  more 
than he ever made and more than 
he is en titled  to.

Could such clues as these be an 
ind ica tion  as to the fu tu re  tw is ted  
reasoning o f the pre jud iced and 
m isdirected w h ite? I f  so, it  means 
th a t the Negro in te lle c tua l as 
w ell as the Negro w orker should 
apply h im se lf now to the task o f 
m aking firm e r and firm e r our a l­
liance w ith  the progressive labor 
movement fo r  th a t is the on ly a lly  
th a t w ill w an t to, w il l need to, 
and w ill be strong  enough, to  p ro ­
tect- us as a color m in o rity  in the 
t ry in g  days th a t are sure to  come.

Allies Fear independent Armed Struggle Of 
French Masses As Threat To Capitalist Rule

(Continued fro m  page 1)

indicated th a t they do not in tend 
to pe rm it the French people to 
determ ine th e ir  own destiny. In ­
stead, as in Ita ly ,  they propose to 
subjugate the French masses and 
impose upon them a subservient 
puppet-regim e.

The independent r is in g  o f the 
w o rk ing  masses ev idently , took 
the A llie d  and D eG aullis t leaders 
by complete surprise. I t  broke 
out upon the in it ia t iv e  o f the 
workers themselves w ith o u t d i­
rectives fro m  the o ffic ia l leaders 
o f the resistance movement. Th is 
has now been confirm ed by be la t­
ed reports  which are f ilte r in g  
through the censorship.

S T R IK E  A C T IO N S

The most in fo rm a tive  and au­
th o rita tiv e  accourft o f the Paris 
events is contained in an eye -w it­
ness re p o rt o f a U n ited Press cor­
respondent on A ugust 29. Jean 
De Gandt, the correspondent, re ­
lates th a t:  “ The f irs t e ffec tive  
blow o f the French pa trio ts  was 
a ra ilroa d  s tr ik e  on August 13. 
Four French ra ilroad  men were 
shot w ith ou t tr ia l,  but the G er­
mans suffered a severe blow.

“ The fo llo w in g  day the Ger­
mans, suspecting d isa ffec tion , 
disarmed the French police in the 
suburban towns o f Asrrieres and 
G ennevillie rs. W ith in  tw elve hours 
the police s truck a ll over P aris 
and released 1,000 po litica l p r i­
soners. The postal w orkers then 
w ent on s tr ik e .”

The next n ig h t the Nazis m a­
chine-gunned several hundred de­
m onstra tors gathered outside the 
L u ftw a ffe  headquarters, in  the 
fo rm er m eeting place o f the 
French Senate. Scores were k i l l ­
ed and wounded. Instead o f in ­
t im id a tin g  the workers, th is  a tro ­
c ity  roused the en tire  w o rk in g  po­
pulace in to  action.

“ The seething c ity ,”  reports  De 
Gandt, “ reacted w ith  a general 
s tr ik e  o f the French General Con­
federation of Labor and the Con­
federation o f C h ris tian  W orkers 
on the 18th.”  By the next day, 
the P aris  p ro le ta r ia t poured out 
in to  the streets in overw helm ing 
numbers and engaged the Nazi 
and V ich y ite  forces in armed 
clashes th roughou t the c ity . I t  
was not u n t il five days la te r th a t 
the f irs t  A llie d  tanks ro lled in to  
Paris.

Dispatches fro m  o ffic ia l sources 
have since made i t  c lear th a t the

Speeding Them On Their Way

N E W S  IT E M : S ix h igh -ra nk ing  o ffic ia ls  o f the CIO  and A F L  
are guests o f the A rm y  th is  month tou ring  E ngland and France.

A llie d  command and DeGaulle 
were opposed to any such inde­
pendent in te rven tion  on the p a rt 
o f the masses. H aro ld  Callender 
cabled from  A lg ie rs  to the N. Y. 
T im es, A ug ust 26: “ Local leaders 
prec ip ita ted the up ris in g  and ba t­
tle  in the cap ita l w ith o u t a w a it­
ing  the approval o f e ithe r Gen. 
Charles DeGaulle o r the A llies , 
who had hoped to avoid th a t ba t­
t le .”  The correspondent fu r th e r 
points out th a t DeGaulle “ has 
long urged aga inst mass u p ris ­
ing  anywhere in France.”

A lthough DeGaulle opposes in ­
surrec tionary  up ris ing , th a t does 
no t prevent h im  fro m  e x p lo it in g ) 
the heroic actions o f the  masses 
fo r  his own reactionary po litica l 
purposes as a servant o f the A l­
lied conquerors and as represent­
a tive  o f F rench im peria lism . As 
the D eG aullis ts have already de­
m onstrated in A lg ie rs , they a im  
to conscrip t the mass resistance | 
movem ent in  France to  rega in  ; 
fo r  French im peria lism  its  fo rm e r 
share in the exp lo ita tion  o f the 
w o rld  and to  keep in ta c t the 
power and p riv ileges  o f B ig  B us i­
ness-in France.

Thus, in his f irs t  speech upon

en te ring  Paris, DeGaulle made his 
im p e ria lis t purpose clear. “ We 
w ill not rest,”  he said, “ u n til we 
march, as we must, in to  enemy 
te r r ito ry  as conquerors. France 
has r ig h ts  abroad. France is a 
great, nation and has a r ig h t tha t 
she w ill know how to make 
heard.”  In th is  brazen im p e ria l­
is t declaration, DeGaulle said 
no th ing about the social and eco­
nomic demands o f the masses. 
He held out as ba it fo r  mass sup­
port on ly the vague prom ise o f 
a “ un iversa l and free vote”  at 
some indeterm inate date.

T H E  R E A L  POW ER

B u t the real ru le rs  in France 
today are the A ng lo -A m erican  
foi'ces o f occupation. A ny  share 
in  the spoils o f conquest they 
m ay g ra n t to DeGaulle’s reg im e 
has been made e x p lic itly  con tin ­
gent on its  a b ili ty  to restore “ law 
and o rder,”  th a t is, to  subdue and 
disarm  the masses and suppress 
any m an ifesta tions o f p ro le ta r­
ian class s tru g g le  which m ig h t 
im p e ril ca p ita lis t ru le.

U n ited Press correspondent 
Howard Cowan, re p o rtin g  his per­
sonal in te rv ie w  w ith  General E is-

Rumanian King Deserts 
Nazis And Joins Allies

(Continued from  page 1)

o f A ug ust 23, announcing Ru­
m ania’s unconditiona l surrender 
to  the A llie s  and the Soviet 
U n ion, K in g  M ichael was obliged 
to  declare: “ Rumanians —  the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  has ended!”  The f irs t  
two decrees o f the new govern­
m ent procla im ed an “ am nesty fo r  
a ll po litica l crim es since 1918, 
except certa in  cases such as as­
sassinations”  and “ the closure o f 
a ll concentra tion camps and the 
resto ra tion  o f fu l l  lib e rty  o f the 
internees.”

W h ile  compelled to take these 
steps, the Rum anian ru lin g  clique 
has not, in re a lity , relinquished 
its  d ic ta to rsh ip . The new govern­
ment —  handpicked, elected by 
no one —  has procla im ed a state 
o f siege over the en tire  country 
and in s titu ted  a r ig id  curfew . 
T h is  s tate o f m a rtia l law is d irec­
ted against the masses who de­
s ire  to get out o f the w ar and 
settle  scores w ith  th e ir  age-old 
exp lo ite rs and oppressors.

K IN G  M IC H A E L ’S RECORD

K in g  M ichael and the new 
governm ent, however, in tend —  
i f  they can — to  harness the 
coun try  to  the A llie d  w a r ma­
chine ju s t as K in g  V ic to r E m ­
manuel and M arshal Badoglio 
sought to do in I ta ly .  Above a ll, 
they are anxious to preserve the 
p rope rty  and priv ileges  o f th e ir  
class aga inst revo lu tiona ry  a t­
tack.

“ A ll Rum anians,”  says the 
K in g ’s proclam ation , “ m ust ra lly  
around the Throne and the Gov­
ernm ent fo r  the sa lva tion  o f the 
fa the rland . He who does no t assist 
the governm ent and resists the 
w ill o f the na tion  is a t ra ito r  to 
the coun try .”

W ho is th is  K in g  M ichael who 
thus in so le n tly  commands the 
Rum anian people? He is the son 
o f the ex -K ing  Carol, now liv in g  
in  M exico C ity  on the w ea lth  he 
plundered fro m  Rumania. Carol 
surrendered Rum ania to the ru le  
o f the fasc is t bu tcher Gen. Ion 
Antonescu, who in tu rn  helped 
subject the coun try  to  the Nazis. 
B u t M ichael servdd as k in g  under 
Antonescu and held his th rone as 
a puppet m onarch d u rin g  a ll the 
years th a t Antonescu played the 
N azi game.

It  was M ichael who, in  th is  
role o f puppet to  the Nazis, went 
to Odessa a fte r  the Soviet B lack 
Sea po rt was captured by Ger­
man and Rum anian troops — 
there to  congra tu la te  the despoil­
ers o f Soviet te r r ito ry  on th e ir 
hand iw ork. He proclaim ed Od­
essa “ fo reve r Rum anian,”  the 
center o f tha t conquered Russian 
te r r ito ry  which his governm ent 
in Bucharest named “ T ransis- 
trea .”

M O N A R C H IC A L  A IM S

T hat there is no real po litica l 
d iffe rence between Carol and his 
son is emphasized by the sta te­
ment which Carol issued when 
M ichael ousted Antonescu last 
week. As reported by the New 
Y ork Tim es fro m  Mexico C ity , 
Carol expressed his happiness 
over the fa c t th a t “ m y son lis te n ­
ed to the rea l sentim ents o f the 
people and pulled Rum ania ou t o f 
the w ar. The fa c t th a t Rumania 
ceases to  be an enemy o f the na­
tions th a t had always been her 
frien ds  has a happy significance 
fo r  the fu tu re .”

Carol, o f course, hopes to  re tu rn  
to Rum ania and resume his fo rm ­
er li fe  as a roya l parasite. Both 
he and M ichael were w ill in g  tools 
o f the  Rum anian fasc is t butchers 
and o f the Nazis. Today they are 
c lam bering  on the w a r bandwa­
gon o f Roosevelt and C hurch ill, 
who, in con junction w ith  the cap­
ita lis ts  and landlords o f Rumania, 
are consp iring  to  subject the 
masses o f th a t country to the con­
tinued oppression o f th e ir  ru le rs  
and exp lo ite rs and to make them 
cannon-fodder fo r  the A llie d  im ­
pe ria lis ts . They have switched 
sides in  the w ar, bu t th e ir  aims 
and purposes rem ain unchanged.

E xam ina tion  o f the “ new”  gov­
ernm ent wh ich M ichael has set up 
reveals th a t no th in g  has re a lly  
been changed. The governm ent 
is handpicked and no more repre­
sentative of, or responsible to, the 
people than the governm ent o f 
Antonescu.

The new prem ier is Gen. Con­
s tan tin  Sanatescu, m aster o f the 
K in g ’s m il ita ry  household and 
h im se lf a member o f the b ru ta l 
and reactionary  m ilita ry  clique 
which produced Antonescu. To 
members o f the same m ilita ry  
clique, a ll generals and adm irals,

have been given the con tro llin g  
m in is tries  o f na tiona l defense, in ­
te rio r, na tiona l economy and f in ­
ance, labor and public health , pub­
lic  works and com m unications, na­
tion a l education. H eading the 
fo re ign  m in is try  is G rigore  N icu- 
lcscu-Buzesti, who has not as yet 
been p o lit ic a lly  identified.

M E M B E R S  OF C O A L IT IO N

In  order to g ive th is  pa ten tly  
reactionary  o u tfit  a semblance o f 
popu lar color, and to  deceive the 
masses in to  be liev ing th a t the 
governm ent rspresents a rea l 
change, the so-called “ opposition”  
parties have been called in and 
have accepted w ith  a la c r ity  posts 
as M in is te rs  o f State w ith o u t 
p o rtfo lio  in  th is  nest o f reaction.

The “ C om m unist”  (S ta lin is t)  
p a rty  is represented by Lucre tiu  
Patrascanu, the Socia list p a rty  by 
Constantin Petrescu, the L ibe ra l 
P a rty  by D inu B ra tia nu , and the 
Peasant p a r ty  by Ju liu  M aniu,

These tra ito rs  to the cause o f 
the Rumanian masses thus dup lic ­
ate the ro le which th e ir  confreres 
in  I ta ly  played -when they entered 
the phony “ coa lition ”  cabinet o f 
Badoglio at a tim e when the I ta l­
ian workers were ready to hu rl 
i t  in to  the garbage can. Instead 
o f leading the Rumanian masses 
in a s trugg le  fo r  libe ra tion , they 
have a llied themselves w ith  the 
Rumanian reaction and the A llied  
im peria lis ts .

I t  is s ig n ifica n t o f the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  tem per o f the Rum anian 
masses th a t the S ta lin is ts , Social- 
Democrats and L ibe ra ls  did no t 
w a it a whole year, as they did 
in I ta ly , before com ing in to  the 
open as props and defenders o f 
c a p ita lis t reaction and its  police- 
m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip . They find 
i t  necessary fro m  the very  begin­
n ing  to  id e n tify  themselves w ith  
th is  regime.

Despite th e ir  tra ito ro u s  sup­
port, the redecorated regim e w il l  
gain no more popu lar approval 
and w ill d isplay no more d u ra b il­
ity  than its  Badoglio-Bonom i 
counterparts in I ta ly .  The mass 
resurgence which forced A n to n ­
escu from  the po litica l stage is a 
prom ise o f the fu r th e r  develop­
ment o f the revo lu tiona ry  cris is  
in  the Balkans which can on ly 
end w ith  a clean sweep o f a l l  the 
m onarch ist - ca p ita lis t - land lord 
scum.

enhower, cabled fro m  P aris  on 
A ug. 28 th a t the A llie s  w an t “ d is­
o rde rly  elements o f the M aquis 
and the French Forces o f the 
In te r io r  kep t in check. The A llie s  
are determ ined th a t Gen. Charles 
DeGaulle must solve th a t prob­
lem .”

T h is  reporte r fo r the combined 
Am erican press then sardon ica lly 
observed: “ Gen. DeGaulle prob­
ably does not view the assign­
ment as the best way to make 
friends and in fluence people. The 
A llie s  are shying away fro m  the 
use o f the m ilita ry , which would 
expose them to the accusation o f 
using Nazi m ethods...It is known 
th a t he (D eG aulle) asked Gen. 
Eisenhower to send tw o divisions 
o f B rit is h  and Am erican troops 
on parade th rough  the c ity , and 
i t  is not un like ly  tha t Paris w ill 
see a dem onstra tion o f A llied  
m ig h t sooner o r la te r.”

Thus, fro m  the very m om ent o f 
his entrance in to  Paris, DeGaulle 
feels obliged to call upon A ng lo - 
A m erican m il ita ry  aid aga inst the 
French people whom he cla im s 
to  represent.
A L L IE D  P L A N

To keep DeGaulle on th e ir  leash, 
the A llie d  powers have recognized 
his “ governm ent”  on ly  de facto, 
no t de ju re . They thereby hold in 
reserve the possible use o f V ichy- 
ites o r o ther na tive  reactionary  
elements i f  DeGaulle does not 
s a tis fa c to r ily  f u l f i l l  the  ro le  the y  ) 
have assigned him .

The A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria l­
ists s tarted  out w ith  a plan to 
impose upon France a d ic ta to rsh ip  
on the Badoglio model, using 
Darlan , G iraud, and possibly Pe- 
ta in  h im se lf. However, even be­
fo re  the invasion o f N orm andy, 
the mood o f the masses res is ting  
the N azi occupation and opposing 
the V ichy ites  upset the  A llie s ’ 
plans and forced them  to  sw itch  to  
DeGaulle fo r  a na tive  agency 
o f con tro l. Despite the fre n z y  o f 
an ti-G erm an chauvin ism  w h ich 
the im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir  S ta lin ­
is t  helpers are s t ir r in g  up, the 
m ain  hatred is d irected aga inst 
the na tive  fascists. H e rbe rt 
L. Mathews, N . Y . T im es cor­
respondent, cabled fro m  M arse il­
les on A ugust 27 th a t:

“ The French... are a fte r  the col­
labo ra tion is ts . We saw dozen o f 
clashes between pa trio ts  in  the 
streets and P P F ’s (D o r io t ’s Fas­
c is t P a r ty )  barricaded in  a p a rt­
ments. The hatred between 
Frenchm an and Frenchm an is in ­
f in ite ly  g rea te r than th a t between 
the French and the Germans.”

Despite th e ir  sacrifices and 
strugg les, the French people have 
no t achieved na tiona l libe ra tion . 
They have th row n  o f f  the yoke o f 
one im p e ria lis t power on ly  to  fee l 
im m edia te ly  the w e igh t o f an­
other. The detested V ichy  gov- 
erm ent o f co llabora tion  w ith  the 
Nazis is now being replaced by 
a reg im e o f co llabora tion  w ith  
the A llie d  invaders. The ve ry  
ca p ita lis t ru lin g  class which in 
1940 delivered the French masses 
in to  bondage under the N azis is 
being protected by the A llied  
“ lib e ra to rs ”  in 1944.

The French people w an t peace, 
bread, jobs, security  and freedom. 
The A llie s  and DeGaulle o ffe r  
them  instead a con tinuation  of 
the im p e ria lis t s laugh te r, more 
intense hunger, unem ploym ent 
and economic insecu rity  under the 
old oppressive c a p ita lis t system.

O nly on the road o f the socia list 
revo lu tion  can the to rtu re d  people 
o f France reach the peace, fre e ­
dom and secu rity  they crave. 
O n ly  the p ro le ta ria t, w ag ing  i r ­
reconcilable ba ttle  aga inst a ll im ­
pe ria lis ts  and th e ir  na tive  ca p ita l­
is t, S ta lin is t and re fo rm is t 
agents, can lead the masses in 
successful lib e ra tin g  s trugg le .

The French masses have a ! 
ready exh ib ited an in sp ir in g  re ­
surgence o f revo lu tiona ry  ardor 
and v ita l ity .  They s t i l l  have arms

By Theodore Kovalesky
The boy’s home! I ju s t  came away from  his room, where he was 

sleeping exactly  the w ay he used to  as a youngster, h is head tu rned  
a l i t t le  to one side and his fo rea rm  res tin g  over his eyes. In  fac t, 
he looked like  a youngster, a lthough he’s, tw e n ty -fiv e  years old and 
a veteran o f the m ost h o rr ib le  w a r in h is to ry .

He’s home ju s t as his m other and I have been w ish ing  and 
hoping fo r  such a long tim e, and I can’t  sleep fo r  excitem ent, even 
though I ’m dead tired  from  w o rk in g  on the furnace in th is  heat. M y 
heart is so fu ll o f happiness a t seeing Joey again and so fu ll o f 
sorrow  and w o rry  a t the though t th a t he w ill be go ing back in to  
th a t he ll o f death and devastation in a l i t t le  wh ile , th a t sleep won’t  
come. I s it here in  the dead o f n ig h t w r it in g  these words, alone.

W IL L  HE COME HOM E AG AIN?
I  w o n d e r.. .  w il l he come back again when he leaves us th is  tim e?  

W ill he come back whole to m a rry  his Helen ? Or w ill he be a s tag ­
ge rin g  w reck, a legless pencil peddler, b lind, o r d is figu red?  I  have 
known o f men who were shipped 
back fro m  the last w ar, lum ps of 
flesh a live  on ly  in the sense th a t 
th e ir  hearts beat and there was 
blood in th e ir  veins, a live on ly  
in th a t they d idn ’t  die— couldn’t  
die— fo r  a long tim e a fte rw a rds .
I  keep th in k in g  o f Joey up there 
in his room, asleep like  a l i t t le  
k id . I  keep wondering i f  the y ’l l  
send him  home lik e  th a t.

I t ’s hard not to  go ou t and 
make a damn foo l out o f m yself, 
when I th in k  o f my son— M y 
son!— go ing ou t to f ig h t  and m ay­
be die or be ru ined fo r  life  fa r  
the m erchants and bankers and 
in du s tria lis ts , so th a t they may 
have p ro fits , so th a t they may have colonies and spheres o f in f lu ­
ence to  get them more p ro fits !  I t  makes me w ant to  run ou t in to  
the streets and ca ll a ll the people, a ll the oppressed to  rise  up and 
put a stop to th is  fiend ish  s laugh te r and to  the system th a t causes 
it ,  so tha t we’d have no more wars, no more p ro fits , brown w ith  the 
dried blood o f death and black w ith  agony and heartbreak.

Then the re ’d be no more kids m arch ing  away like  Joey, per­
haps to re tu rn  cripp led o r crazed. . . o r never to  re tu rn  a t a ll. 
And the re ’d be no m ore paren ts lik e  us w a it in g  each day fo r  th a t 
te legram  fro m  the W ar D epartm ent.

W ORKERS W IL L  END TYR AN N Y
Oh i t ’s hard to hold back, to w a it  fo r  an opening before I  s ta r t 

th ro w in g  punches, hard to take m y tim e  and f ig h t  sensibly, when 
I  th in k  o f th a t sleeping k id  up there  w ith  a bu lle t scar on his shoul­
der. B u t I ’ve learned how to f ig h t,  and I ’l l  go about i t  m ethod ica lly  
. . . and, by god, I ’l l  hasten the day when a ll the o ther fa the rs  and 
m others, a ll the brothers, friends , and sweethearts, and comrades o f 
those kids w il l  rise  up, when the w o rk in g  class w il l  end the ty ra n n y  
th a t lies so heav ily  and s u ffo c a tin g ly  on top  o f the  w orld .

Joey, son, I ’d be in th is  f ig h t  anyway, bu t when a man’s a 
fa th e r, and when he sees his on ly rem a in ing  son f ig h t in g  aga inst 
his w i l l  fo r  the cap ita lis ts , I  guess i t ’s bound to make him  f ig h t  
even harder yet.

SEPTEMBER 1, 1934
N E W  Y O R K — 750,000 te x tile  w orkers  prepared to leave the fac to ries  

in  the f irs t  na tion -w ide s tr ik e  since the inception o f the N R A  
(N a tio n a l Recovery A c t) .  “ Despite the statem ents o f the 
tim id , treacherous Gorman, cha irm an o f the s tr ik e  com m ittee, 
th a t the s tr ik e  is no t aga ins t the governm ent, the fa c t rem ains 
th a t i t  h its  d ire c tly  a t the N R A ,”  The M il ita n t  explained.

“ The f irs t  o f the slave codes to  be adopted in  the country 
was the te x tile  code. . . The code did  no t abolish the s tre tchout, 
nor did i t  raise wages, nor d id  i t  g ra n t union recogn ition . . . 
N o t on ly d id  the code and the code au tho ritie s  g ra n t the w o rk ­
ers no th ing , but th rou gh  a plan o f 25 percent production c u r­
ta ilm en t, thousands were forced out o f jobs and in to  the unem­
ployed a rm y.

" I f  the s tr ik e  depends on m ilita n c y  and a w i l l  to  f ig h t, 
then there  can be no doubt o f the outcome o f the s trike . T e rro r, 
in tim id a tio n , depu ty thugs and a ll the o ther tr im m in g s  o f 
dem ocratic A m erica  w il l  not stop the  te x tile  w orkers. . . I f  the 
s tr ik e  is crushed o r sold o u t we can say in advance i t  w i l l  be 
due to  the  Gormans. . . and the res t o f th a t treacherous crew .”

W A S H IN G T O N  -— H a rry  H opkins, R e lie f A d m in is tra to r under 
Roosevelt’s d irec tion , hastened to assure the te x tile  bosses th a t 
the governm ent would no t feed s tr ik in g  w orkers. He pointed 
to the record o f re lie f  agencies d u rin g  the g re a t W est Coast 
longshorem en’s s tr ik e : “ D u rin g  the C a lifo rn ia  s tr ike , no ad­
d ition a l funds were g iven by the Federa l R e lie f A d m in is tra tio n  
to  C a lifo rn ia  fo r  re l ie f  needs, nor was the cost o f re lie f  ap­
p rec iab ly  increased.”

H opk ins ’ s ta tem ent was made in d irec t rep ly  to the demand 
o f John E. Edgerton, P resident o f the N a tion a l Association o f 
M anufacture rs, who shouted th a t the threatened te x tile  s tr ik e  
would no t la s t a week “ i f  the governm ent would revoke its  
un fo rtuna te  com m ent th a t no one sha ll go hung ry  in  th is  
cou n try .”

P IT T S B U R G H — “ As f irs t  f r u i t s  o f M ike T ighe ’s (p res iden t o f the 
A F L  Iro n  and Steel W orkers  U n io n ) be traya l o f the steel 
s tr ik e  in  Ju ly , a d ras tic  cu t in  the salaries o f w h ite  co lla r em­
ployes has been announced by  v ir tu a lly  a ll members o f the 
A m erican Steel and Iro n  In s titu te ,”  The M il ita n t  reported.

“ Prices, as the N R A  intended, w i l l  leap rocke t h igh  th is  
w in te r— are a lready m ounting . . . Prices w il l  go up, and wages 
w ill come down. U nem ploym ent is increasing, and w il l  increase. 
T h a t is the prospect fac ing  the w o rke r th is  w in te r, under the 
sm ilin g  reg im e o f President Roosevelt and his coterie o f social 
w orkers.”

in hand and are re fu s in g  to  su r­
render them. The w orkers re ­
member the g lo rious days o f the 
1936 sit-dow n s trikes, when they 
raised the Red F lag  in  one oc­
cupied fac to ry  a fte r  another. The 
c ry  o f th a t tim e, “ Les Soviets Par- 
to u t! ”  (F o r the Soviets E ve ry ­
where) m ust and w ill again be­
come the cen tra l ra lly in g  slogan 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement.

In  its  new revo lu tiona ry  o ffens­
ive, the F rench w o rk in g  class w i l l  
find pow erfu l a llies among the 
r is in g  masses o f a ll Europe. W ith  
the b a ttle -c ry  o f “ The S ocia lis t 
U n ited  States o f E urope !” , they 
w ill un ite  forces to  expel a ll the 
im peria lis ts , purge the con tinent 
o f ca p ita lis t ru le , abolish na tiona l 
d ivisions, and reorganize Europe 
on soc ia lis t foundations.



S I X  — T H E  M I L I T A N : SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1944

To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  of the 

w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 
a ll assaults of w o rld  im ­
peria lism  and of internal 
coun te r-revo lu tion , is the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1, M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w o rke r*, financed 

by the governm ent, bu t under con tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o fficer» ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o ffice rs .

2. T rade u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w orker* 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

S. F u ll equa lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crowism  everywhere.

4-. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. A  ris in g  scale o f  wages to  meet the 
ris in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilan te  and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9. The defense o f  the Soviet U n ion  
against im p e ria lis t attack.

Strike Weapon
In their frantic attempts to stem the increasing 

rank and file movement to scrap the no-strike 
pledge, the union bureaucrats are peddling the 
promise that if the workers w ill only remain sub­
missive “ for the duration,”  then “ after the war” 
the union tops themselves w ill lead a “ show-down 
figh t”  against the anti-labor offensive of the em­
ploying class and the government.

This is a lie. Because the union officialdom are 
just as opposed to m ilitant action in peacetime as 
during war. Their song-and-dance about leading 
the workers in fighting union action at any time 
is belied by their whole peacetime record. The union 
leaders opposed openly or covertly every inde­
pendent struggle of the workers during the great 
upsurge of labor in the last decade. They "sup­
ported” strikes only when they were forced to do 
so by the pressure of the ranks and took over the 
leadership of struggles to behead them.

The reformist union leaders are opposed in prin­
ciple to m ilitant struggle. Theirs is, and has always 
been, the philosophy of class-collaboration between 
exploited and’ exploiters. Their method of "strug­
gle”  is to “ play ball”  with the employers and to 
curb m ilitant labor, in return for the crumbs of 
prestige and privilege with which the capitalists 
reward their labor agents.

The present claim of the hard-pressed bureau­
crats that they are opposed only to "wartime” 
strikes is a fraud. The capitalist war has merely 
provided them with new and more convenient 
pretexts for enforcing the service policies they al­
ways pursue.

Labor has already paid a heavy price for sur­
rendering the strike weapon. It has given up gains 
which were won through decades of bitter struggle. 
I t  has received in return wage-freezing, job­
freezing, forced labor, compulsory arbitration, re­
pressive legislation.

To beat back the bosses’ program of wage-slash­
ing and mass unemployment, to prevent the unions 
from being further weakened, to regain freedom of 
action in the fight against the anti-labor drive, 
the organized workers need to grasp once more 
their most powerful economic weapon of struggle.

The time for the union ranks to scrap the no­
strike pledge is now.

Army Jim Crow
Negroes in the uniform of the U. S. Arm y are 

henceforth to be treated as equals in Army post 
exchanges, and Arm y buses and motion picture 
houses, i f  an order of the War Department issued 
August 23 is carried into effect.

It does not require great perspicacity to see that 
this order is a special election year feature, designed 
to m ollify  the righteous anger o f the Negroes over 
the A rm y’s outrageous Jim Crow segregation poli­
cy. The Negroes correctly identify this policy with 
Roosevelt and the Democratic Party, which is the 
party in power. By making this slight concession 
to outraged Negro opinion, Roosevelt hopes to re­
tain at least some of the Negro votes that other­
wise would go to his Republican opponents or not 
be cast at all.

'I'lie Arm y order is a hypocritical gesture and 
nothing more. While ending certain superficial 
and incidental aspects o f the Arm y’s Jim Crow 
system, it leaves the system itself intact. Negro 
soldiers, conscripted in this "war fo r democracy,”  
are segregated into Jim Crow regiments and d iv i­
sions. Few of these formations are organized for 
combat duty. Most of them are assigned to the 
most menial tasks in the Arm y organization. Scarce­
ly a week passes without reports of brutal and 
humiliating treatment accorded Negroes in the 
armed forces by their white officers or by white 
bullies of the M ilita ry  Police.

None of this has been changed. A ll that the 
War Department order does is to remove some 
of the minor manifestations of the Jim Crow sys­
tem. The National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People asserted, quite correctly, that 
"the basic problem of segregation still remains and 
is untouched by the order.”

Even these very m ild concessions which the or­
der makes have aroused the fury of the "white 
supremacy”  hounds who are the backbone of 
Roosevelt’s party. Speaking for this reactionary 
element, Governor Chauncey Sparks of Alabama 
protested to Roosevelt against the order, which, he 
declared, "breaks down the essential principle of 
race relationship in the South”  and “ grievously 
handicaps efforts to bring about better race rela­
tionships.”

One could scarcely imagine anything more ludi­
crous than this suggestion that "better race rela­
tionships”  are helped by maintaining the system 
of Jim Crow whereby millions of people are stamp­
ed as inferiors and pariahs in the land of their 
birth. Governor Sparks is opposed to the slightest 
modifications of Jim Crow because he fears they 
may encourage the Negroes to fight more vigor­
ously to end the entire system. Sparks and his kind 
want to keep the Negroes in a state of semi-slavery, 
so that they may continue to subject them to 
unlimited exploitation and tyranny,

in and out of the Arm y the Negroes, for their 
part, w ill continue to. fight the hateful race dis­
crimination of which they are the victims. The War 
Department order, far from solving the problem 
of Jim Crow, serves to bring It to the fore. The 
entire labor movement must back the Negro fight 
for fu ll race equality, for Jim Crow is a powerful 
weapon in the hands of the boss class for keeping 
labor degraded and divided.

Five Years O f War
On September 3, 1939 the second imperialist 

world slaughter began. Five years of "blood, sweat, 
agony and tears”  have passed. The number of vic­
tims already far exceeds the number in the firs t 
world war. Europe has been converted into a char­
nel house of the dead, a torture chamber for the 
living. Cities and towns by the hundreds lie in 
ruins. Fields and pastures have been converted 
into waste-lands by the juggernaut of war. M il­
lions of people have been rendered homeless.

Early this week American soldiers raced into 
Chateau Thierry. 7 hey strode over the moldering 
bones of a generation of American youth who pre­
ceded them to the imperialist shambles in World 
War I. Fresh corpses are now being laid alongside 
the old. W ill another generation of liv ing  youth 
have to tread the same road in a th ird imperial­
ist war?

The first world war arose out of the irreconcila­
ble antagonisms of the big capitalist powers, their 
lust for markets, colonies, profits. When, except in 
the Soviet Union, the working-class failed to de­
stroy capitalism in the revolutionary upsurge of 
the post-war years, the second world war became 
inevitable, for the imperialist antagonisms and 
appetites remained.

Today, as the war enters, its sixth year, the tide 
of socialist revolution is rising in Europe again. 
The workers in all countries w ill have new oppor­
tunities to deal mortal blows to capitalism.

According to Roosevelt and Churchill, the only 
road to peace lies through imperialist war. The pre­
ceding generation were likewise told that the war in 
which they fought and died was a "war to end 
wars.”

Tile lie is 3s palpable today as it was then. 
There can be no peace as long as capitalism 
continues to live. Roosevelt and Churchill, in re­
ality, call upon the workers to shed their blood, 
not to insure peace, but to establish the world 
domination of the W all Street bandits and their 
British allies. The longer capitalism lives, the more 
terrible and devastating its wars become. For the 
workers being sent to the shambles, for the tor­
tured, warweary peoples of all lands, there is only 
one true rallying cry fo r peace:

Forward to the socialist revolution! Forward to 
a workers’ w orld !

FREE THE 18!

GM Will Sit Pretty Even 
If  Workers Walk Streets

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. — Editor.

Beef—And "Beefs"
E d ito r:

Some D e tro it “ labor leaders,”  
as they call themselves, are very 
busy these days, sk ipp ing  ou t of 
the shops to hobnob w ith  the 
bosses. On Wednesday n ig h t A u­
gust 23, o ffic ia ls  of West Side Lo­
cal 174 of the UAW  gave “ the firs t 
annual Ind us try -un ion  d inn e r”  at 
W ebster ha ll.

O ffic ials o f 52 companies, " in ­
c lud ing  presidents, vice-presi­
dents, personnel managers and 
other executives,”  according to 
the newspaper reports, ate a nice 
roast-beef d inner w ith  some 350 
representatives of the UAW -CIO 
locals in  th e ir  plants.

W a lte r Reuther gave a l i t t le  
ta lk , pa in tin g  a rosy p ic tu re  o f 
a post-w ar w orld  o f security  fo r  
the w orkers based on co llabora­
tion  w ith  the bosses. H . N. Todt, 
W orks M anager fo r  the Revere 
Copper and Brass Company, 
wasn’t  qu ite  so op tim is tic . He 
said tha t management s im p ly  
couldn’ t a ffo rd  to guarantee the 
workers an annual wage under 
the present economic system.

The D e tro it Neu's said in  an 
e d ito r ia l a couple of days la te r 
tha t "no epochal decisions were 
made, in  fact, none a t a ll.”  I t  
seems the on ly people who took 
the whole th in g  seriously were 
Reuther and his followers.

Meanwhile, the auto bosses arc 
going r ig h t ahead w ith  th e ir  own 
plans of busting the unions by 
s ta llin g  on contracts and g riev­
ances. The workers, who are 
ge tting  fed up w ith  the no -s trike  
pledge and w ant to figh t fo r  th e ir 
r ig h ts , a ren 't going to be too 
pleased by th is  b r ig h t idea of 
tam ing  the bosses by handing 
them a ju ic y  piece of beef! • 

W e’ve got qu ite a few ju icy  
“ beefs”  to settle  ourselves!

I.  R.
D e tro it

fo r  the Dom inion elections; P re­
m ie r M acKenzic K in g  is soon to 
announce the election date.

The pa rties  ru n n in g  candidates 
are the CCF (Cooperative Com­
m onwealth F ede ra tion ), supposed 
to be a socia lis t p a rty ; the L ib e r­
al P a rty ; the Conservative P a rty ; 
the Com m unist P a rty , a lias L a ­
hor Progressive P a rty .

The Com m unist P a rty  is sup­
p o rtin g  the L ibe ra ls , headed by 
the R ig h t Honorable M acKenzie 
K in g . T here fore  T im  B uck (S ta l­
in is t)  supports K in g  aga inst the 
Cooperative Com m onwealth Fed­
era tion . Buck cla im s to  be sup­
p o rtin g  the  princ ip les and tactics 
la id  down a t Teheran.

The S ta lin is ts  have always 
been experts a t rope w ork, a l­
though there are few sailors 
among them ! They are g reat on 
the line , sometimes us ing a 
sheep-shank kno t to  shorten it ,  
the next tim e a Boland so i t  
won’t  s lip ; but they have now cut 
out the Boland and the b ite . They 
don’t  use tha t kno t any more, 
since H it le r  u tilized  the S ta lin is t 
“ b ite ”  as a s t ir ru p  to ra ise h im ­
self in to  the saddle. B ut r ig h t  
now they are using a new kno t 
on th e ir  P a rty  Line, which M r. 
E ll is  the B r it is h  hangman, be­
came famous fo r  using —  the 
Hangm an’s Noose.

J. R.
Canada

Suggestions

Stalinist Knots
E d ito r:

The governm ent o f Canada has 
cut out one way in  each o f the 
fo u r shipyards in Vancouver. 
Th is means about a tw e n ty  per­
cent la y o ff  in a ll yards. Mean­
w h ile  the election guns are com­
mencing to boom in  preparation

Talks H is Language
E d ito r:

1 recen tly  subscribed to The 
M ilita n t and have received several 
copies. 1 am delighted w ith  the 
paper. I t  is the on ly  paper I  have 
ever read th a t ta lks  m y language 
100 percent. The artic les  in  The 
M il ita n t  are w r itte n  in excellent 
s ty le  and d ic tion , so th a t i t  is a 
pleasure to  read them.

I am go ing to see to  i t  th a t 
some o f m y pals in the shipyards 
subscribe to  The M il ita n t.  A f te r  
reading m y copy I  always pass 
i t  around am ong the boys.

The exp lo ita tion  o f Am erican 
resources and Am erican labor fo r  
p riva te  p ro fit m ust stop. Down 
w ith  cap ita lism  and the p ro fit 
system 1

R. G.
Oakland

E d ito r:
F o r whatever aid they may be,

I  o f fe r  some ideas anent The M il­
ita n t.

Le t me say. firs t, tha t a ll edu- 
tio n  propaganda, adve rtis ing  is 
based, essentially, on one th in g
—  rep e titio n . I f  i t  is  tru e  —  
and i t  probably Is fo r a w h ile  at 
least —  th a t a lie  repeated often 
enough w ill,  as H it le r  says, be 
believed, then how much tru e r
—  and m ore s o lid ly  so —  is i t  
th a t the T R U T H  repeated often 
enough w il l  be believed. There­
fore I  believe th a t ce rta in  basic 
tru th s  should be repeated over 
and over again in  the press, even 
a t the r is k  o f being redundant. 
F o r redundancy, a t worst, is a 
sm all price  to pay fo r the goal 
sought —  freedom from  exp lo i­
ta tion .

Here is  what, fo r  example, I  
th in k  could be repeated over and 
over again, issue a fte r Issue, in 
a box fo rm  near the top of the 
f ro n t  page. Th is excerpt is  taken 
from  Page 55 o f “ The Founding 
Conference of the F ou rth  In te rn ­
a tio na l.”  I  was s tru ck  w ith  its  
propaganda value because o f its  
b re v ity . In  short, i t  is  a s to ry  
packed in  few  words. The excerpt, 
from  the second paragraph of 
page. 55, reads: “ I ts  task —  the 
ab o lition  of cap ita lism ’s dom ina­
tion . I ts  a im  —  socialism . Its  
method —  the p ro le ta rian  revo lu­
tion .”  Those concise words could 
be boxed in  some such form  as 
th is :

O ur Task— to abolish ca p ita l­
ism.

Our A im — to establish socia l­
ism.

O ur Method —  the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion .

Also, I  believe a column called 
“ p o lit ic a l de fin itions”  or some 
such t i t le  would be w o rth  the 
space. W ords or phrases from  
the d a ily  press could be defined 
fo r  the benefit of the workers. 
The d a ily  press constantly  uses 
words b u t they are never defined 
so as to make sense to the  w o rk ­
ers.

In  the  Senate debate on the  K ilg o re -M u rra y  b i l l  to  
provide m in im um  subsistence unem ploym ent com­
pensation d u rin g  “ reconversion,”  Senator K ilg o re  cited 
some s tr ik in g  examples o f how the c a p ita lis t govern ­
m ent is p ro v id in g  “ pos t-w ar re l ie f”  to  the g ia n t 
corpora tions. General M otors, the  cou n try ’s la rg e s t 
corpora tion, provided one o f K ilg o re ’s ch ie f i l lu s tra ­
tions.

K ilg o re  f irs t  pointed ou t th a t in  its  best p re -w ar 
year, GM raked in  ne t p ro fits  o f $253,790,148. The 
co rpo ra tion ’s average yea rly  p ro fits  between 1936 and 
1939 were $189,000,000. Despite w a rtim e  taxes, average 
GM yea rly  p ro fits— a fte r a ll taxes— fro m  1940 th rough  
1943 were $240,000.000, w ith  a 1941 h igh  o f $343,- 
643,160. T h is  is the com pany’s own f ig u re  and does 
not represent hundreds o f m illio ns  in  und is tribu ted  
and hidden p ro fits .

W h ile  the Dem ocratic and Republican agents o f 
W a ll S treet v ic ious ly  opposed h is b ill which “ does 
n o t provide even the necessities fo r  an extended 
period o f unem ploym ent,”  K ilg o re  stated, “ General 
M otors C orpora tion , whose p ro fits  I have ju s t 
s tated . . . w il l have to th e ir  c red it on the books o f 
the U n ited  S tates T reasu ry  at the end o f 1944 a 
ca rry -back-ca rry -ove r c re d it o f $480,000,000.”

I f  GM operates a t a complete loss fo r  tw o  whole 
years, i t  can secure enough ta x  rebate to prov ide 
i t  w ith  con tinu ing  p ro fits  a t the h ighes t w a rtim e  
levels. B u t, K ilg o re  asked, w i l l  the  corpora tions agree 
to  rebate unem ployed w o rke rs ’ taxes so th a t they 
w ill have incomes fo r  tw o years equal to  th e ir  w a r- 

' t im e  earnings ?

Who Profits From The War 
And Who Pays For It

Sym path ize r
Chicago

IN D IA

H av ing  on ly recently  come 
through the w o rs t fam ine in a ll 
its  h is to ry  under B r ita in ’s robber 
ru le , In d ia  is now in  the throes o f 
m ounting  epidemics which are 
ta k in g  a fu r th e r  heavy to ll o f 
life . Th is is according to D r. B id- 
ham Chandra Roy, leading phys i­
cian o f C a lcu tta  and President of 
the Bengal R e lie f Coord ination 
Com m ittee. In  a s ta tem ent to 
the press D r. Roy declared:

“ Today, a ll over Bengal, an a l­
a rm ing  wave o f epidemics is ta k ­
ing a heavy to ll o f lives already 
h it by fam ine. There is p ra c ti­
ca lly  no d is tr ic t o f Bengal where 
the m o rta lity  figures have not as- 
s u m e d  a la rm ing  proportions. 
Even the Government adm its th a t 
cholera and sm allpox have broken 
ou t in epidemic fo rm  in  not less 
than 18 d is tr ic ts  o f Bengal. The 
estim ate o f the re lie f workers 
puts the number o f people a f­
fected as well over tw o crorcs 
(200,000)....
“ There is a shortage o f medicine, 

the m ost im p o rtan t being qu in- 
i l i  e . Governm ent a llo tm ent 
amounts to 124,000 lbs so fa r ,  but 
even moderate estim ates would 
pu t the need a t 230,000 lbs...some 
re lie f un its  found i t  ex trem e ly 
d iff ic u lt  to secure quinine. The 
complete absence o f su lphur rules 
ou t any a ttem p t a t trea tm e n t o f 
scabies, which is spreading w ide­
ly . We have received com pla ints 
also about vaccination lym phs, as 
they do not. seem to a ffo rd  
enough protection against the in ­
cidence o f sm allpox.”

Cholera, sm allpox and scabies 
arc diseases o f poverty. They 
abound in the filth y , fes te ring  
slums o f a ll the im p e ria lis t colo­
nies in Asia, where usually there 
is a complete absence of any th ing  
resem bling modern san ita tion . 
These are the conditions in Ind ia  
— a fte r more than tw o  centuries 
o f B rit is h  rule. And the “ W hite  
Sahibs”  do not even provide med­
icine enough to save the lives of 
the m illions  who fa ll v ic tim  to 
the poverty and filth  fo r  which 
they, and they alone, are respon­
sible.

IT A L Y

A B rit is h  so ld ier in I ta ly ,  in a 
le tte r  to the New Leader, organ

o f the B r it is h  Independent Labor 
P a rty , gives the fo llo w in g  v iv id  
p ic tu re  o f the li fe  o f the common 
people in th a t p a rt o f I ta ly  which 
has been “ libe ra ted ”  by the A l­
lies:

“ I am in  the best; ju s t fed up 
w ith  the w ar, and believe me you 
would be i f  you had seen w hat 
I have seen today. F am ilies  o f 
Ita lia n s  go ing back to w h a t were 
th e ir  homes, poor women and 
children.

“ And are they hu ng ry?  You 
should see them eat w hat we give 
them . I t 's  no t a lo t, because when 
you are a t the f ro n t  you don’t  
get too much.

“ I had. to g ive one poor l i t t le  
k id  my ra tion  which I should 
keep: i t ’s like  chocolate. I  sha ll 
get about 28 days’  pay stopped i f  
they find  out. S t ill,  to  see th a t 
kid when I gave i t  to h im  w ill 
be w o rth  tha t.

“ I can’t  w r ite  any more about 
th a t. Honestly, I am nearly  c ry ­
ing now to th in k  o f it, and th a t 
lo t were go ing back to Cassino. 
When 1 was go ing in to  Cassino 
there was not a house standing. 
Jus t t r y  and th in k  w h a t those 
people have g o t to  look fo rw a rd  
to. As long as 1 live  I w il l never 
take p a rt in another w a r.”

J A P A N

In an e f fo r t  to m obilize a ll la ­
bor reserves fo r  w ar, the recent­
ly -ins ta lled  Japanese governm ent 
headed by General K un iak i Koiso 
has enacted, by decree, a com pul­
sory labor service law  which p ro­
vides fo r the d ra ft in g  o f a ll un­
m arried able-bodied g ir ls  and 
women fro m  12 to 40 years o f age, 
w ith  the exception o f those whose 
fam ilies are dependent on them. 
A ccord ing to  a d ispatch by the  o f­
fic ia l Domei agency, fem ale se­
lectees " ' i l l  f irs t  be g iven an op­
p o rtu n ity  to "vo lun tee r,”  bu t s t i f f  
penalties a w a it those who fa il to 
do so.

The ru lin g  class o f Japan, like  
the Nazis in Germany, are d ra w ­
ing on th e ir  resources o f labor- 
power ill a vain a ttem p t to stave 
o f f  the inevitab le  m ilita ry  defeat 
and —  what they fea r even more 
— the revo lu tiona ry  explosion 
which w ill fo llow  and sweep away 
th e ir  oppressive ru le  w ith  its  war, 
hunger and m isery.

S O U TH  A F R IC A

The South A fr ic a n  correspond­
ent o f the Manchester G uardian, 
lib e ra l B r it is h  c a p ita lis t organ, 
has w r itte n  an a rtic le  which rev­
eals the conditions o f s lavery  to 
which m illio ns  o f na tives are sub­
jected under the Pass Laws in 
th a t “ se lf-gove rn ing ”  dom in ion o f 
the B r it is h  E m pire , where 7,000,- 
000 natives are held down by a 
hand fu l o f e xp lo itin g  w hites.

“ In  urban areas w ith in  a ll prov 
inces na tive  w o rkers  have to  ca r­
ry  a ‘con tract o f service’ docu 
m ent, usu a lly  also re fe rre d  to  as 
a pass; and in a ll such areas 
there is a curfew , a fte r  which a 
na tive  m ay no t be out unless he 
has a ‘n ig h t pass’ fro m  his em­
p loyer o r o the r com petent a u th o r­
ity .  . . A n  A fr ic a n  buy ing  a r a i l ­
way tic k e t in another province 
m ay be asked to produce his 
pass...

“ In  the T ransvaa l and Orange 
Free State there  is the m onstrous 
prov is ion th a t an A fr ic a n  .apply­
ing  fo r  an E nab ling  C ertifica te , 
w ith o u t which he cannot legally' 
en ter in to  a C h ris tian  m arriage , 
may be challenged by the issu­
ing  o ffice r to produce both his 
pass and his tax  receipt.

The enforcem ent o f the Pass 
Laws is d if f ic u lt  w ith o u t police 
ra ids and hold-ups... A  ra id  may 
invo lve  the a rre s t in a la rge town 
o f several hundred people. M any 
" ’i l l  be unable to pay th e ir  fines, 
and the resu lt w i l l  be a la rge  
number o f sho rt-te rm  prisoners, 
many o f whom make th e ir  ac­
quaintance w ith  the inside o f a 
ja il fo r  the f irs t  tim e .”

The correspondent notes tha t 
there has sprung up among the 
v ic tim s  a vigorous movement o f 
opposition to the Pass Laws, be­
cause “ cons titu tiona l representa­
tions have borne rem arkab ly  l i t ­
tle  f r u it  du rin g  the past qua rte r 
o f a cen tu ry .”  Does the corres­
pondent commend and support 
th is  ju s t movement? By no 
means! Says he: “ D irect action 
( fo r  instance, passive resistance) 
would be a very un fo rtuna te  dev­
elopm ent.”  U n fo rtu na te  f o r  
whom? Obviously fo r  the w h ite  
s lavedrivers, o f whom, as always, 
the “ lib e ra l”  reveals h im se lf to be 
a fa ith fu l flunkey .

The A ug us t 19 issue o f Labor, n a tion a l ra ilw a y  
w’orkers weekly, publishes a le tte r  w h ich sheds con­
siderable l ig h t  on who is pa y in g  fo r  the w a r and who 
is p ro fit in g  fro m  it .  The le tte r, which we quote a lm ost 
in  fu l l ,  speaks fo r  its e lf.

“ I  am w h a t some people irre v e re n tly  call a ‘ ta x  
la w y e r’ ; th a t is, I  advise m y c lients how the y  m ay 
reduce the  am ount they pay Uncle Sam fro m  tim e  to  
tim e. I t ’s no t an in s p ir in g  business, b u t p e rfe c tly  
legal and, the re fo re , le g itim a te . I  am n o t w r i t in g  
th is  le tte r  to  defend m y  ca lling , b u t to th ro w  a l i t t le  
l ig h t  on the problem  o f ‘W ho is p ro fit in g  fro m  th is  
and who is pay ing  fo r  i t ? ’

“ We are to ld  every day th a t the  ric h  have made 
g re a t sacrifices in  the w ay o f ta x a tio n ; th a t no one 
is g e ttin g  r ic h  ou t o f the w a r and th a t the  poor m an 
should n o t com pla in  i f  h is taxes are d ra s tica lly  in ­
creased. W e ll, the o ther day I  was asked to  look over 
the investm ents o f one o f m y clients. He has ap­
p ro x im a te ly  $500,000 invested in  stocks and bonds.. .  
H is  income fro m  these investm ents is  a handsome 
one. In  add ition , he has a sa la ry  fro m  h is  business, 
a lthough  i t  does no t take much o f his tim e.

“ N ow  th is  gentlem an pays a ve ry  la rge  sum each 
year to the  P ub lic  T reasu ry  in  the fo rm  o f income 
taxes, and he doesn’t  lik e  i t  a l i t t le  b it. But, as the  
re su lt o f p ro sp e rity  w h ich has come to  th is  coun try  
because o f the w a r, h is investm ents have increased 
in  value.

“ As a consequence, since Pearl H a rbo r, his in ­
crease in p rinc ip a l has been tw ice  the am ount he has 
pa id to U ncle Sam in  taxes d u rin g  th a t period— and a 
l i t t le  more. O bviously th is  w ar hasn’t  cost m y c lie n t 
a penny. On the con tra ry  i t  has added to  his w ealth .

“ Now the w orkers, organized and unorganized, and 
the other low  income groups, have been taxed as they 
have never been taxed before. B u t the y  have no in ­
vestm ents, except th e ir  w a r bonds and, the re fo re , they  
are g e ttin g  no increase in p r in c ip a l ou t o f th is  w a r.

“ M y c lien t does not present an exceptional case. A ll 
the ‘ id le r ic h ’— th a t is, those who depend on income 
from  investm ents— have had the same experiences. 
The rich  have grow n r ic h e r; the poor have grow n 
poorer, despite a ll the fine promises made by those 
in h igh places.”

Ruling Bankers Cited In 
Railway Trust Conspiracy

How  the m onopolists and finance ca p ita lis ts  
de lib e ra te ly  re ta rd  economic developm ent is once 
more illu s tra te d  by the D epartm ent o f Justice a n ti­
tru s t s u it in it ia te d  la s t week aga inst the m a jo r r a i l­
road in te rests, charged w ith  collusive ra te -f ix in g  and 
d iscouraging im provem ent o f the service and equip­
m ent o f w este rn  ra ilw ays .

The s u it has been b ro ug h t aga inst the m ost power­
fu l financia l in te rests in the U n ited  States, inc lud ing  
J. P. M organ and Co.,. K uhn. Locb and Co., and o ther 
lead ing banking groups which con tro l v ir tu a lly  the 
en tire  ra ilw a y  system.

A sum m ary o f the governm ent’s com p la in t 
declares th a t “ a com bination o f p r iva te  financia l, in ­
d u s tria l and ra ilroa d  in te rests have acted co llus ive ly  
to m a in ta in  non-com petitive rates fo r  transp o rta tio n  
and to prevent and re ta rd  im provem ents in  the service 
and fa c ilit ie s  o f ra ilroa ds  fo r  the western p a r t o f 
the U n ited  States . . . (and) have retarded and sup­
pressed the development and g row th  o f the m otor 
ca rrie rs  and o ther fo rm s o f tra n sp o rta tio n  com petitive  
w ith  the ra ilroads  in the western area.”

I t  has a lready been indicated th a t t r ia l  o f the 
s u it may be held up “ fo r  the d u ra tio n ”  in  accordance 
w ith  the  standing po licy o f the ad m in is tra tion . The  f i l ­
in g  o f the s u it is intended p r im a r ily  to  force a lo w e r­
ing  o f the h igh ra ilw a y  ra tes. Thus, i t  is u n lik e ly  th a t  
the c rim in a l conspira tors w i l l  s u ffe r  any pena lty  
o r th a t th e ir  m onopoly w i l l  be ended.

The su it has served, however, (o reveal once more 
to the Am erican w orkers the true  p ic tu re  o f m onopoly 
cap ita lism , which has pu l a s trang leho ld  on basic 
transp o rt and production fa c ilit ie s  fo r  the p ro fit  and 
p riv ile g e  o f a pa ras itic  hand fu l. The s u it is  an in ­
d ictm ent. in  re a lity , o f the en tire  c a p ita lis t ru lin g  
class, fo r  those named represent in te rests  wh ich 
con tro l the en tire  economic l i fe  o f the nation .


